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Personnel head

will be full time

Canton’s merit commission has be-
gun the search for a full-time personnel
director after convincing the township
board that a part-time position won't
work.

The board agreed, at a March 21 spe-
cial meeting, to reverse its earlier vote
allowing a part-time director after re-
ceiving legal advice to make the posi-
tion full-time.

Only Trustee Robert Greenstein
voted against the move.

The merit commission, a committee
of appointed citizens, was formed sev-
eral months ago to deal with employee
problems and pay schedules.

According to Larry Bowerman, head
of the commission, the personnel direc-
tor is needed to work on such matters
as job classifications, personnel files
and pay scales for non-union employ-
ees

Bowerman and other members of the '

committee have maintained that there
is plenty of work to keep a personnel
director busy. At least two trustees,
Lynn Goldsmith and Greenstein,
weren't convinced.

Greenstein said he would vote to
make the position full-time if the mer-
it commission agreed that tbe employ-

ee would also perform services — such
as ironing out employee conflicts — for
the township administration.

Bowerman responded, “the concept
is fine as long as the new individual
maintains independence.”

Bowerman said he feared a director
who answered to both the commission
and the township administration would
have a conflict. “The personnel direc-
tor should not take the place of the ad-
ministration and department heads,”
Bowerman said.

“Department heads have to exercise
some authority over employees.”

The merit commission head did not
want the prospective director to be-
come involved with any kind of disci-
plinary action towards employees, but
agreed that the individual might be
able to settle some minor conflicts.

Clerk John Flodin suggested that the
director might also be utilized to head
off grievances filed by unions.

The clerical employees are the only
ones who have not yet joined a union.

As outlined by the merit commission
at a meeting earlier in tbe month, the
director would be paid a starting sal-
ary in the $18,000 range.

Some repair scheduled

Road problems irk residents

Angry complaints over muddy roads
and paved streets with chuckholes are
one sign of spring that Bill Sutherland
could do without.

“I don’t know how they get my
number,” joked the Wayne County
Road Commission’s assistant director
of transportation. “But I get a lot of
them, and the calls alwways seem to
increase in the spring.”

Sutherland estimates that he has
received 20 calls from Canton residents

during the last month over the condi-
tion of the township’s roads.

Most of the complaints have cen-
tered on rutted Warren and Palmer
and the dirt stretches of Sheldon and
Lilley. .

Most of the callers preface their
complaints with angry comments,
Sutherland said. But he added that
most calm down once he recites the
road commission’s financial problems.
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Hines Park has been serving as . convenient rest stop for a flocks of ducks and other feathered types who have decided it's finally time to
make the trek north once again. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

mission is responsible for the mainte-
nance and improvement of Canton
roads since townships do not receive a
share of state gasoline taxes or weight
fees. The county gets the tax money
and so administers the maintenance
program. |

Miles of Canton roads are still un-
paved despite the township’s rapidly
rising population. But road commission
officials say they cannot afford to pave
all the township’s roads in the immedi-
ate future.

Young journalists mirror
high school student world

By LYNN ORR

To protest school policy, an unidenti-
fied student has placed human excre-
ment in the halls of Plymouth Canton
High School over the past few weeks.

That fact made the front page of
Canton’s student newspaper
“Newmedia” last week, as 1,000 copies
of the paper were distributed in 45
minutes.

In the light of administrative and

faculty criticism, student editor
George Hamblin defends his decision to
put “Mad Crapper Tells All in Inter-
view” on the front page.

“There’s so much hoopla about it be-
cause the Mad Crapper is kind of like a
folk hero, even though I hate to say it,”
Hamblin explains.

Students are well aware of the “Ani-
mal House” antics. The editor main-
tains that to bury or refrain from print-
ing the story wouldn’t reflect what's
going on at the school.

Plymouth Salem High senior Karen
Haut, who edits “Centicore,” disagrees.

“I wouldn’t have put it on the front
page,” she says. In fact, she didn’t
know about the unusual student protest
and she’s never seen an issue of the ri-
val newspaper.

IF THE TWO papers reflect the stu-
dent bodies, as both editors maintain,
it’s difficult to believe that Salem and
Canton sit side-by-side in Centennial
Educational Park.

But the newspaper rivalry parallels
the classic sports conflicts between the
two schools.

Hamblin pans “Centicore” because
“it doesn’t tackle the issues.”

“Centicore” sports editor John
VanWagoner sees the rivalry in a dif-
ferent light.

“I see their paper as a new franchise
coming into the league and the old
powerhouse is still there.

“They're starting to give us some
competition on our level,” he admits,
with a decided emphasis on the “start-
ing.”

Hamblin admits that Salem’s paper
looks better, with cleaner lines and
more artistic layout giving Salem the
graphics edge. But looks aren't every-
thing, he argues.

Student dissatisfaction is at a high
level at both schools, the Canton editor

(Continued on page 2A)

He added that road commission
crews will repair chuckholes and grade
dirt roads as a routine matter.

According to Sutherland, the coun-
ty’s 1979 paving program for Canton
roads includes just two one-mile
stretches.

Work has already begun to construct
two lanes of pavement on Sheldon be-
tween Ford and Cherry for an estimat-
ed cost of $489,000 excluding engineer-
ing fees. Sutherland expects the project
will be complete this July.

A one-mile stretch of Haggerty be-
tween Ford and Cherry Hill will also be
paved this year. The project which is
expected to cost $1.6 million should be
completed by November, Sutherland
said.

Although the road commission is
planning no other paving projects in
Canton this year, the Michigan State
Highway Department is expected to
begin a Ford Road widening project
this summer.

A stretch of Ford Road from Canton
Center east to Venoy in Garden City
will eventually be widened to five
lanes.

According to Howard Pickins of the
highway department’s construction
division, contractors will be asked to
bid on the widening of Ford from Shel-
don to Canton Center this June. Bids
will be accepted to widen the Ford-
Haggerty intersection in May.

Bids to pave Ford from Sheldon to
Haggerty will not be requested until
next February.

Final decisions
on boundaries
to be revealed

A final decision is expected tonight on school attendance bound-
aries in Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.

In a related matter, the school board also is expected to vote on
whether to purchase 10 new buses and three new vans for the

coming school year.

The meeting, open to the public, will begin at 7:30 p.m. upstairs
of the administration building at 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth.

LAST THURSDAY the school board held a public hearing to
receive comments from parents whose children would be affected
by the latest proposed boundary adjustments.

Public hearings had been held earlier on proposed changes, and
recommendations were changed on the basis of citizen input.

The philosophy of the most recently proposed changes is to dis-
rupt the least amount of students and to attempt to adjust bounda-
ries so the only ones moved would be those students who haven't
had to change schools in the past.

Because the “least disruptive” approach has been followed, the
recommendations are for one year only and the expectation is that
boundaries will be adjusted again next year.

The plan to be adopted calls for expansion of Extended School
Year (ESY) to Eriksson Elementary and for the ‘continuation of

ESY at Pioneer Middle School.

LAST MONTH the school board tabled a request to purchase
additional buses for the coming year until the administration had
better information about income for '79-80.

Since then the administration has drastically reduced its request
and now is asking for the purchase of 10 new buses and three new

vans.

(The earlier recommendation was to buy 17 large buses and five

mini-buses.)

Millage amount still uncertain

The school board still is unsure how
much of a tax increase it will ask for in
the June election.

But action expected to be taken by
the board tonight suggests that the re-
quest for higher taxes will be in the
range of one-half to two mills.

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation will be asked tonight to approve
a county allocation budget in excess of
$33 million.

The board also will be asked to es-
tablish a citizens election committee to
study the need for more taxes and
come up with a recommendation in

May for the June 11 annual election.

The school board will meet at 7:30
p.m. in the board room of the adminis-
tration center at 454 S. Harvey, Plym-
outh.

THE ALLOCATION BUDGET is an
official document submitted to the
Wayne County Intermediate School
District.

The county distributes the taxes it
collects among local school districts
and makes decisions on that distribu-
tion based on the allocation budgets.

The allocation budget also functions

as a type of “first-draft” document in
preparing the local budget.

Plymouth-Canton hopes to justify the
need for an 8.9-mill allocation from the
county. The 8.9 mills represents $5.65
million or 26 percent of the total opera-
ting levy of the school district.

The district must obtain additional
local taxes of one-half to two mills or
cut back programs to balance a '79-80
budget, said Ray Hoedel, assistant su-
perintentent for business.

The allocation budget shows total ex-

(Continued on page 24)
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YOU MAY welcome the balmy
breezes of spring, but the weather
has its disadvantages. As anyone
who has driven through Canton
knows, many of the roads are —
well, lets just call them inadequate.
We've been trying to figure out what
the worst stretch of road in Canton
is, s0 we decided to call upon our
readers for some helpful hints. Call
us at 459-2700 or drop a line to tell
us which section you consider the
worst in Canton. There are no prizes
or other enticements, although we
will let you know which section gets
the most gripes.

WE HAVE the perfect answer for
Treasurer James Donahue, who
worried that the township merit
commission might “emasculate” a
proposed personnel director. The
comment was made during a recent
board meeting, which you have
hopefully read about at the top of
this page. To avoid all worries about
emasculation, the merit commission
need only remember these words:
The best man for the job may be a
woman.

TIRED OF sitting in front of the
tube on Monday and Tuesday
nights? If you can tear yourself
away from Lou Grant, the Canton
Township Planning Commission
meets at 8 p.m. in the township hall.
Actually, if Michigan State wins the
NCAA semi-final game against
Penn over the weekend, there might
not even be a planning commission-
ers meeting. They’ll all be at home
watching the playoffs. Tuesday
night, March 27, the Canton Town-
ship Board of Trustees meets at 7
p.m.

BPW FASHION SHOW

The latest in apparel was
shown off recently at the annual
Spring Fashion Show of the
Plymouth Business and Profess
ional Women’s Club at the Plym-
outh Hilton. Money from the
fund-raiser is used for scholar-
ships for local seniors. See photo-
graphic coverage in today’s Life
section on page 1C.
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School newspaper staffs thrive on controversy

(Continued from page 1A)

says, but “Centicore” doesn’'t acknowl-
edge it.

In the same “Newmedia” issue,
Hamblin packs a whallop in two edito-
rials directed at administration. He
blasts the administrative decision to
drop six specialized English classes at
Canton.

Hamblin quotes 17th century Ameri-
can writer Ralph Waldo Emerson to
back up his logic, a pointed irony since

“Zen and Emerson” is one of the class-
es under the ax.

Hamblin also takes a crack at the
motivation for student tension and pro-
test. Vandalism, increased absentee-
ism, and general unrest in the school i¢
caused by the reaction to traditiona)
scheduling, detention, and the elimina-
tion of senior skip days, Hamblir
charges.

Ms. Haut and VanWagoner also took
their shots at the elimination of modu-

Millage amount still

(Continued from page 1A)
{)enses in the general fund of $33.3 mil-
ion.

Major proposed increases include:
Instruction, $1.8 million: and business
services, $1.2 million.

On the income side, the district ex-
pects $20.8 million from local property
taxes, almost $10 million in state tax
revenue, and about $820,000 in federal
tax income.

The local tax base for 1979 is expect-
ed to be $635 million compared to
$579.5 million in 1978 and $514 million

in 1977. Enrollment was 15,256 in 1977
and is expected to reach 16,800 in '79-
80.

THE BOARD tonight also will be
asked to establish a citizens election
committee to recommend how much of
a tax increase should be requested.

Florence Beier, administrative as-
sistant for community relations, is ask-
ing that the committee be composed
primarily of parents.

“Many parents have expressed an in-
terest in being involved in solving the
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lar scheduling earlier in the year. Bui
they tired (of printing the same olc
thing, and some administrative nudg:
ing pushed them into a softer approact
to the news, they say.

“I think you have to evaluate the
paper's purpose,” VanWagoner says
“I'm concerned about how it reflects
off the community. Our advertisers
paid money to advertise in our paper
and I think we should make it a cour-
tesy not to stick in childish stuff that

uncertain

kinds of prablems which have come up
through the recent boundary change
proposals,” said Mrs. Beier.

The citizens committee is scheduled
to hold its first meeting on April 10.
The board is expected to adopt a reso-
lution on a tax increase at its May 14
meeting.

May 14 also is the last day to register
to vote in the June 11 election.

Two school trustees also will be
elected June 11. The deadline to file
nominating petitions is 4 p.m. Monday,
April 9.
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would bother them.
“Church groups don't advertise in
Playboy,” he says.

Both he and Ms. Haut believe the pa-
per and |its approximately 22-person
staff represent the school’s thinking.

They also admit a bias for graphics.

“We're really trying to work on
layout,” says Miss Haut. And she wor-
ries that the writing isn’t up to par. She
believes much of the writing in earlier
editions was opinionated.

Procragtination was another prob-
lem. Students did other class's home-
work in journalism class until the dead-
line pressures hit, Miss Haut says.

She’s somewhat at fault, she admits.

“I didnt yell enough.” ‘

The sﬁff also has money worries.
They drained the budget earlier in the
year with a few 12-page editions rather
than putting out 8 pages. Now they're
scrambling to raise some money to put
out a finaw edition.

“NEWMEDIA” worked from the op-
posite direction. The staff failed to put
out a monthly edition in the first term
and now are making every minute
count.

SAVE

Reg. 49.95

only $3995

with this coupon

master charge

ONScARPET
SERVICE
26721 PLYMOUTH RD REDFORD MI 48239
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Hamblin admits that he’s
taskmaster with a large ego. <&
“I hogged the last issue, I admit it.”

“I guess I am kind of arrogant, but
with our staff, we say what we don’t
like it and why.”

He- claims ‘“‘Centicore” takes
potshots with cartoons but fails to fol-
low up the anti-administrative cartoons
with analysis and editorials.

Right now, Canton has a disgruntled
student body, particularly in the senior
class, he says.

“I think you'd get a negative result of
how they feel about their senior years.
Three or four years ago, everyone
heard about Plymouth-Canton schools
because they had classes for everyone.

a} hard

Now they don’t care about a kid's indi-
viduality, it’s just numbers.”

BOTH STUDENT newspapers have
built-in censors, Eileen Hewett at Can-
ton, and Larry Francis at Salem.

Both staff advisors allow staffs to
make decisions about printing stories,
while outlining their pros and cons, the
student editors say.

Both newspapers include features,
sports, and record, film, and concert
reviews.

“Newmedia” includes an editorial
page open to the student body, but page
editor Jim Irwin takes pokes at every-
thing, including himself, in letters to
the editor.
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haras-ed ewe copes with three hungry lambs.

O&E

Farm manager Mike Smith climbs aboard an ewe

to allow lambs to be fed by their recalcitrant mom.
The school farm, on Joy Road west of Plymouth-Sa-
lem High School, is open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and from noon to 4 p.m. the first
and third Sunday of the month, The farm’s number is
453-2638 for those who want to arrange a visit.

It’s hard to tell whe is more interested in inspecting
whom as Janet Drummond (left) and Drew of Plym-
outh watch the animals with friends Laurie Simons
and son Matt of Westland.

| Sfaﬁ’ photos by Gary Caskey

This sow would probably consider only three infants a blessing.

Mearl Sherman (left), Allison Sherman and Julie Fields wait for the lambs to come outside.

20% off
summer furniture in
our Motor City Sale

Beautiful wrought iron dining or seating groups by Lyon-Shaw, both
painted in a sand finish. Chairs have boxed seats in a tan/gray floral
pfint. In Patio Furniture, all stores but Grand Rapids and Saginaw

»

sale $249 | sale 3399

Reg. $319. Five-piece dining set, with 42" round Reg. $499. Four-piece seating group, with a 3

glass top table and four side chairs. Priced sepa- cushion sofa, chair and two 16x24” end tables
rately: table, regularly §127, sale $97; chair, regularly Separately: sofa, reg. 5286, sale $229. Chair, reg
548, sale $38. 60 units.* S17. sale $94. Table, reg. 548, sale $38. 60 units*

‘Total units available at Metropolitan Detroit Hudson's stores while quantities last
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