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Chamber poll bares
resident viewpoints...

Most people in Canton favor farm-
land preservation, support strict regu-
lations for business signs and believe
protection of the environment is more
important than gaining new industry.

These are just a few of the revela-
tions from a an extensive survey con-

ducted by an independent polling com-
pany and the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce.

The survey results were released
March 8 by Al Mann, a representative
from Market Resource Group of Lans-
ing, which compiled questions for the

...Which agree
with officials’

Supervisor Noel Culbert says the re-
sults of a recent Chamber of Com-
merce survey may influence the deci-
sions of the township board on such
matters as growth control, farmland
preservation and a proposed business
sign ordinance.

Culbert adds that the views ex-
pressed by the majority of surveyed
residents on those issues coincide with
the attitudes held by most township
board members.

The supervisor plans to distribute re-
sults of the survey conducted by the
chamber and Market Resource Group
of Lansing to township board members
for their scrutiny.

He said the survey results may come
up for discussion at a study session
scheduled for Thursday, March 15 on
the proposed business sign ordinance.

CULBERT VIEWS the attitudes ex-
pressed by most surveyed residents as
a pat on the back to the township
board.

Elected supervisor last November,
Culbert is quick to point out that
growth control, farmland preservation
and strict business sign regulations
were a major campaign platform of
the township’s four new board mem-
bers last fall.

The results of the survey show the
majority of Canton residents feel the
same way about those issues.

More residents (37 per cent) saw
growth control as bigger problem than
any other issue. Of the 284 residents
surveyed, 72 per cent said they favored
preserving farmland in the western
half of Canton Township.

The majority of residents (59 per
cent) said they would favor a relaxa-
tion of the township’s strict sign ordi-
nance to allow erection of freestanding
business signs as long as the type of
signs allowed was strictly regulated.

A separate survey question on busi-
ness signs showed 63 per cent opposed
freestanding ground signs if strict reg-
ulations were not incorporated into the
new sign ordinance.

Culbert said the survey results on the
business sign- issue may reinforce the
opinions of most township board mem-
bers that the proposed sign ordinance
already approved by the planning com-
mission is too lenient.

The proposed ordinance would lift
the current ban on freestanding ground
signs and allow businesses to erect
signs with an area of up to 50 square
feet near the roadway. :

Culbert said he would personally fa-
vor freestanding business signs if addi-
tional regulations on height and other
factors were incorporated into the pro-

posed ordinance

ALTHOUGH THE BUSINESS com-
munity has supported the proposed sign
ordinance, the first vice president of
the Canton chamber is also pleased
with the results of the survey’s sign

Frank McMurr;{v noted that most
residents surveyed said freestanding
ground signs tend to create a cluttered,
unattractive appearance.

“That coincides with our position,”
he said. “I think the consensus of the
business community is not to have
signs that clutter or flash.”

Although 64 per cent of the residents
surveyed view protection of the envi-
ronment as more important than the
attraction of industry, McMurray said
the chamber will continue its efforts to
bring more business and industry to the
eastern half of Canton.

McMurray said the chamber advo-
cates the creation of a committee com-
posed of residents, businesspersons and
township officials to set goals for Can-
ton on the basis of the survey results.

According to McMurray, the cham-
ber decided to conduct the survey be-
cause “no one has conducted any kind
of poll up to this point.”

poll and tabulated the results.

According to Mann, the survey of 284
homes representing a cross-section of
the community was conducted during
Feb. 4-8. Market Resource Group di-
vided Canton into four sections and
gave volunteers lists of residents to
call.

The volunteers were school officials,
chamber members and residents.

Mann said the survey results can be
considered reliable because a. large
number of persons were surveyed.

Although the Chamber initiatéd the
survey, the results may not have been
what members hoped to hear.

When the results were released at a
conference held at the Century 21 off-
ice on Ford Road, Chamber First Vice
President Frank McMurray said, “We
as 3 group haven’t taken a vote to de-
cide what our action will be in refer-
ence to what the community has listed
as its main concerns, but we do have
some answers to some important ques-
tions in our minds.”

Some of those answers to the ques-
tions were as follows:

» Seventy-two percent of those sur-
veyed said they are in favor of preserv-
ing the land for farmland. Seventeen
percent were opposed and 11 percent
said they didn’t know.

» Eighty-two percent favored the
preservation of farmland even if it
would mean fewer job opportunities
and less business growth, while eight
percent said no and 10 percent didn’t
know. :

*» Of those residents polled, 64 per-

(Continued on page 2A)

Arrests continue
at comfort station

By LYNN ORR

Recent arrests of dozens of men
charged with engaging in illegal sex
acts has sparked another dispute be-
tween gay rights activists and Wayne
County law enforcement officials.

Reminiscent of the 1976 crackdown
on homosexual meeting places in west-
ern Wayne County, 72 men have been
arrested in the past six weeks. In the
past week alone, 15 men were arrested
at the Interstate 275 comfort station in
Canton Township, according to sheriff’s
officials.

The special patrol was called off to
allow officials to catch up with the re-
ports but is expected to be reactivated
this week.

Complaints about homosexual
gatherings at lavatories in Hines Park
and the comfort stations prompted the
special patrols, according to Lt. Thom-
as Harrett, head of the park patrol.

The majority of arrests followed
deputies’ observations from ceiling
ventilation grates of sexual acts be-
tween males in the rest room.

BUT GAY RIGHTS spokesmen insist
that uniformed officers patrolling the
specified areas could eliminate the
homosexual traffic without a large
number of traumatic arrests.

Rather than deterring homosexual
activity at the comfort station, the ar-
rests act as a drawing card, the critics
contend. Despite the risk, many homo-
sexuals are less afraid of seeking sex
partners in out-of the-way restrooms
than in gay bars, they say. “By slapp-
ing a fine on these people, you're not
going to stop the problem of activity in
public places,” says a spokesman for
the Association of Suburban People
(ASP), who asked that his name not be

used. The group was formed in 1976 af-
ter the arrests of nearly 200 persons in
the western suburbs charged with ille-
gal homosexual activity.

“The problem is that gays do not
have a place to meet other people,” he
says. “So many people are afraid of
gay bars because they're married or
their employment will be endangered.”

Many homosexuals are ufaware of
the severe penalties of Michjgan laws

(Continued oh page 4A)
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cess of transforming thread to cloth at the Warp and
Weft exhibit scheduled at Henry Ford Museum now
through March 18. The exhibit carries no extra charge

From fiber to fabfic

Vistors can try their hand at the old-fashioned pro- beyond regular admission to Greenfield Village and
Henry Ford Museum, $3.50 for adults and $1.50 for
children. Exhibit hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends.

Board considers homeowner laws
modeled after proposed Faust bill

Township attorney Bert Burgoyne is
expected to issue an opinion Tuesday
on the legality of two proposed ordi-
nances that would help homeowners
overcome problems with their builders.
- The ordinances would be modeled af-
ter two bills introduced by State Sen.
William Faust (D-Westland) in the
Michigan Senate last summer to allevi-
ate home buyers’ warranty and occu-
pancy date problems.

The bills died in committee at the
end of the Michigan Legislature’s 79th
session, according to Faust's special as-
sistant. Dave Callanan. Faust, whose
district includes Canton, is currently
looking for a sponsor to reintroduce the
bills, Callanan said.

But Canton resident Gary Roberts

who headed a homeowner protest
against builders last year, is urging the
township board to adopt the two bills
as a local ordinance.

THE SENATE BILLS put pressure
on builders to complete homes by
promised occupancy dates and honor
mandatory 10-year warranties.

Homeowners have cited unfulfilled
warranty agreements and unreason-
able construction time as major prob-
lems in buying a new home.

Faust’s occupancy bill required all

home builders in Michigan to include -

written completion dates in purchase
agreements. |

The bill required builders to compen-
sate buyers for living expenses and in-

convenience if their homes were not
completed by the promised occupancy
date.

His warranty bill gave homeowners
the right to instigate legal action
against builders who failed to honor the
bill's mandatory 10-year warranty.
Homeowners could ask a judge to place
their mortgage payments in an escrow
account controlled by a third party un-
til the repairs were made.

Callanan feels the warranty bill
would force mortgage companies to
put pressure on builders who are slugg-
ish in making repairs.

But Canton Supervisor Noel Culbert
— who also works as an attorney —
believes Burgoyne will rule against
enactment of Faust’s warranty bill as a

township ordinance.

“I think we can probably do every-
thing except prevent mortgage compa-
nies from foreclosing,” Culbert said of
the provision that would allow home-
owners to place their mortgage pay-
ments in an escrow account. “You need
a state law to prevent that.”

CULBERT APPEARS to favor
enactment of Faust’s occupancy bill as
a local ordinance.

But he appears opposed to townshi
passage of the warranty bill even {1
Burgoyne says Canton can legally

. enact such an ordinance.

Culbert said he has already drafted
an ordinance that would accomplish
the same thing as Faust's warranty
bill. ;

Short
takes

MEETINGS ABOUND in Canton
Township this week. The Canton
Township Board of Trustees meets
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 13. Items
on the agenda include consideration
of setting a date for a library mil-
lage election, appointment of a
farmland preservation director and
discussion of a program for road
improvements. A special township
Board meeting to discuss a proposed
new sign ordinance is scheduled for
7 p.m. Thursday, March 15. Both
meetings will be held at the Town-
ship Hall on Canton Center.

ONCE YOU get to a meeting at
Township Hall, be sure you notice
the new “parking for authorized ve-
hicle only” signs that sprang up re-
cently around the curved drive in
front of the building. At one of last
week’s meetings, board members
were asked to announce that a truck
(they read the license number)
would be towed away by police if it
was not moved to the proper park-

ing lot. Everyone waited to see who
would leave the audience to move
the vehicle. “Don’t be embarrassed.”
Treasurer James Donahue said.

As the board got back to matters
at hand, Trustee Robert Greenstein
sprang up from the table and left
the room with car keys in hand.

As it turns out, two township offi-
ciahwerehnvipgautuehmatthe
trustee’s expense.

HAIL THE CHAMPS!

The CEP was packed Saturday
night to see the Rocks and Chiefs
clash on the basketball floor in
the district finals to determine
which team advances to regional
play Tuesday night. The Plym-
outh Canton Chiefs won the right
to the district finals by an upset
victory, in three overtimes, over
the John Glenn Rockets. Plym-
outh Salem Chiefs advanced to
Saturday night with ease. For the
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Survey reveals residents’ views farmland preservation

(Continwed from page 1A)

cent said protecting the environment is
more important to them than attract-
ing industry and jobs. Fourteen percent
said industry and jobs are more
important, with 18 percent saying both
are and five percent saying they didn’t
know.

* Fifty-nine percent said they were
familiar with a proposed sign ordi-
nance that would allow larger and free-
standing signs in Canton, while 36 per-
cent said they didn’t know about it and
five percent saying they just didn’t
know.

* Of those who were aware of the
proposed sign ordinance, 27 percent
said they favored changing the ordi-
nance to allow free standing ground
signs, while 63 percent said they op-
posed it. Ten percent didn’t know.

+» In a related question, 64 percent
agreed the the signs were necessary to
locate businesses, but 15 percent said
they clutter the landscape and 35 per-
cent said they did not believe the signs
would aid the growth and prosperity of
Canton.

Fifty-nine percent said they would
favor freestanding signs if strict regu-
lations were placed on using the signs.

THE RESIDENTS were also asked a

number of questions about how they
viewed the quality of life in Canton.

SURSERY

MARCH 15

COMPBLETE OARDEN CeEnTESR
BUALITY NURBERY BTOCK
DESIONING AND PLANTING

We Are Opening

for the '79 Nursery Season
Special Opening Price

Thirty-nine percent said the quality of
living was getting better, with 39 per-
cent saying it was about the same. Sev-
enteen percent said it was getting
worse.

The most important problem facing
Canton, according to 37 percent of
those polled, is rapid growth. Another
22 percent listed the condition of roads
as most important. Seventy-six percent
said the rate of groth in Canton was too
fast, two percent said it was too slow
and 20 percent though it was about
right.

“We have found that, of the residents
who have lived here longer, the greater
majority thought Canton is growing too
fast, McMurray commented.

Thirteen percent of those surveyed
thought education is a major problem.
Twenty-two percent said it was about
the same, and 33 percent said they
didn’t know.

Mann said a “don’t know” answer
could either have been that those ques-
tioned couldn’t make up his or her
mind, or that he or she really didn’t
know.

SOME QUESTIONS focused on the
Chamber’s effectiveness in Canton. Six-
ty-eight percent of those polled felt the
senior citizen discount program offered
by businesses was necessary.

Additional Chamber services that

Instant
passport
photos.

@®in full color
®Ready in minutes
®U S Passport Office

OPEN DAILY 86
SUNDAY 108

AMERICAN
Pt SHen. asevave 1D% px HpTOvED
' ' ®Professional quality
9900 ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD. (M-14) "

7 MILES EAST OF U.S. 23, 5 MILES WEST OF SHELDON
ph. 453-5500
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were of major interest were: Townhall
meetings, 52 percent; Canton commu-
nity map and fact sheet, 50 percent;
and a Canton consumer relations
bureaur, 41 percent.

Most Canton residents surveyed said
they do most of their shopping in Can-
ton (63 percent) while 19 percent said
they shop elsewhere.

According to Chamber and market-
ing firm representatives, Canton was
divided into four sections for the sur-
vey in order to get a cross-section of
homeowners and renters. The project
was chaired by Bart Burg.

The survey was kept secret because
the sponsors feared responses might be
altered if those questioned were aware
of the organization sponsoring the sur-
vey.

The persons- who conducted phone
surveys were instructed, in an orienta-
tion meeting, how to ask questions
objectively.

They were told not to imform the
person they were surveying what group
was ‘conducting the poll until after the
interview.

In at least one case, the response of
persons living in one of the outlined

segments of Canton may have provided
.the answer to how farmers feel about

farmland preservation.

Ninety percent of those polled in the
western sector of Canton (excluding the
Sunflower subdivision) favored farm-
land preservation.

The western part of Canton is the
area that would be reserved for agri-
cultural use and is largely populated by
farmers.

The survey also revealed that those
polled had an average household in-
come of between $20,000 and $40,000
and were between the ages of 25 and
40.

“We surveyed people to see what
was on théir minds at a given time,”
Mann said.

“Feelings change every day, but the
survey is really the most accurate way
to get close to the people.”

Mann praised the Chamber on its ini-
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LIKE A BOLENS.
Pre-Season

NO MOWER MULCHES

The Great American Shoe
Store

tiative to conduct the survey.

“I don’t run across many other com-
munity organizations doing this type of
thing. It will be a far reaching
program,” he said.

“This is a you#g chamber and a
young community, and I think they're

both off on the right foot by polling the
community.”

Questions on the survey, which ost
the chamber $1,000, were compiled by
the marketing firm after briefing of lo-
cal issues and study of newspaper arti-
cles.

Obituaries

ESTEL T. ROWLAND

Funeral services for Mr.  Rowland,
75, of Roscommon and formerly of
Plymouth, were held recently in Steu-
ernol Funeral Home in Prudenville
with burial at Markey Township Ceme-
tery. Officiating was the Rev. J. Hil-
lard. :
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domed cutting chamber and
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for even cutting. Then
clippings become air
borne until cut and
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your lawn

1 i 0

greener

Plan TODAY for your
FLORIDA LIVING from $20,990 —

Single Family or Mobile Homes

Choice Homesites from $5,195
You are invited to attend an exciting and informative Housing and Land Seminar to
learn about what Florida has to offer you. There is no cost or obligation. Various types
of homes and mobiles available, s acre homesites for as little as $245 down * new
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For further information join us:
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at the
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Mr. Rowland, who died March 2 at
home in Markey Township, was a re-
tired farm superyisor for the City of
Detroit and had lived in Plymouth 25
years ago. Survivors include: daugh-
ters, Doris Greer of Brighton, Dorothy
Crisp of Conn.; one brother; one sister;
four grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.
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anenergy saver
at home and
on the job”

“[ often find that people use more
energy than they really need. Wise use of
your refrigerator and range can help you
save. Don'’t keep food colder than neces-
sary. When using the oven, plan complete
meals and use pans that fit the surface
burners. And when you're in the kitchen,
turn off the TV in the living room.

“After all, saving energy is good for

937-0478

421-1170

everyone.”
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BRINGING ENERGY TO YOU."
8 ¢ ’ o v D> I“c Hrr “““\(\\\\%“
Coleman James COHSIIIIIBI'S .’,‘““‘"“&“\:i‘\|.(s\|ll\‘!“\“‘- ¢
Customer Service Representative puwer i ‘w '

20-26-790-C

SN

'NEW WESLAND LOCATION OPENING MARCH 16

10 MINUTE OIL CHANGE

We do it FASTER, CHEAPER & CLEANER

i f[)usuy
Casual
Sandals

Over 8,000

fpaiu 040&1“[1

OIL, FILTER &

. ~ LUBRICATION
on|V1 0 Aﬁwﬁfv $9?§toan /i

$16 o $28

*SAVE $2.00- REG.$11.95  ''50 3200

Offer Good at Westiand Location Only

'QUICK OIL CHANGE

PLYMOUTH :
1545 ANN ARBOR ROAD ‘::%Tnt&:?

Mon.-Fri. 8-6
(At Sheldon) Saturd:y 8-4
459-5250 (at Ann Arbor Trail)

------------h---------------'--

153 E. Main, NORTHVILLE
Mon. to 7 pm; Thurs. & Fri. to 9 pm
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Cage fever
strikes again!

298006
(221121

Mike Cimino sells pop and popcorn during the district playoffs.
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Salem, Canton, Glenn and Garden City East have their team names Cantcn fans explode as the Chiefs battle John Glenn through three overtimes to gain a hard-fought victory.

changed on the scoreboard. (%taff photos by Gary Caskey)
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The faces
Gentleman's preference: the

2
Of Japan mini-herringbone suit from

“The Faces of Japan” will be shown at 8 p.m. the House of Lanvin.

Wednesday night in the Plymouth Salem High
auditorium.

Earl Snodgrass will narrate the travelogue,
sponsored by the Plymouth Kiwanis Foundation. iy )

Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for students SUbtle tone-on-tone woven
and senior citizens, 60 and older. herrlngbone polyester,

The travel series is a joint project of the tailored in the European /
Plymouth Kiwanis Club and the Kiwanis Club of Ope
Colonial Plymouth. manner for the American man.

This season’s programs will end with an April the workmanship is precise
18 presentation by Howard and Barbara Pollard fr ;

om design concept to the

entitled, “The Colorado Caper.” . _
last pick-stitch detail.

SNODGRASS said he wanted to explore the Signature metal buttons and

4
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world ever since he read about faraway places lifi Bei , &
in the two-room country school he attended in lhlng. eige, brown or navy. \ &
Monroe. A Sizes 38 to 46 regular, v /
His travel and adventures started when the Sy
Army Air Force assigned him at age 18 to the A 1e 42 sk, 400k 45 ong, f -
Panama Canal Zone. His work took him by tor- and 42 to 46 extra long, $190. g e

pedo boats to radar outposts in the Galapagos
Islands and by plane to jungle outposts in the
interior of Panama.

After earning a degree in journalism from the
; L e University of Toledo, Snodgrass hitchhiked

e A i R across Europe for four months.

Snodgrass has worked as a newspaper report-
er and photographer in Minnesota and Ohio. He
also has taught history and journalism at Ameri-
can high schools in Germany, England and Puer-
to Rico.

Between teaching jobs, Snodgrass completed
a master’s degree at the University of Michigan.

Snodgrass is a member of the Circumnaviga-
tors Club. He says his most recent trip around
the world was “routine” except for the broken
leg he received while exploring Afghanistan.

Tammy Mehmed cheers the Chiefs.

WHEN FILMING a country like Japan,
Snodgrass immersed himself in the culture and
began a study of language and customs.

“Faces of Japan” is a film about the ways of
the Japanese people — an inside view which re-
fuses to be satisfied with only buildings and tem-
ples.

The audience will be taken inside private
homes, restaurants, and Japanese inns. After
having coffee inside a Japanese coffee house,
viewers will watch as a homemaker performs
the tea ceremony and then will visit a flower
arranging school in Tokyo.

Among the dining places shown will be the
Hanyaen where the Emperor Meiji dined in
1880.

“Faces of Japan” focues on people, such as
the Shida family with their pleasant home and
typical garden, the kimono salespersons at a
large department store, the Sushi master of the
Ginza and his colorful arrangements of raw fish
delicacies. '

The film also features the skill of dwarf tree
artisans and of Kasumi, master teacher of flowJ

\_ er arranging.
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Hank Rupert, plant engineer at the Centennial Educational Park,
chats with Panther cheerleaders from Garden City East.







