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The tennis ball now is on the school
board’s side of the court for what likely
will be the final return on March 12.

Almost 300 persons packed the Little
Theater of Plymouth Canton High for
the public hearing Monday night on
proposed boundary changes.

And for two and a half hours resi-
dents bounced their views and petitions
towards the school board arguing
against proposals| from the boundary
and growth committee.

Tom Yack, board president, reported
after the hearing that trustees will
gather in a work study meeting some-
time this week to give further instruc-
tions to the boundary committee.

At the regular meeting March 12 the
school board will be given revised pro-
posals and could make a final decision.

Yack stressed, however, that March
12 is only a tentative decision date. If
major changes are forthcoming, he
added, than publi¢ reaction again will
be sought and the/final decision would
be delayed. ‘ '

THE MAJORITY of the audience
Monday was from Canton Township —
primarily from the Hulsing, Field and
Eriksson elementary attendance areas.

The common concern expressed was
to either eliminate or minimize the

shifting of students from school to
school to accommodate population
growth. X

Many of the Canton residents ex-
pressed a willingness to support a pro-
posal for additional taxes if it would
result in.stability of school attendance
areas.

Those supporting higher taxes for
stability expressed chagrin that Plym-
outh residents in the past have voted
against new millage, and suggested if
Plymouth students were moved as of-
ten as Canton students are than millage
proposals would pass.

Many in the audience argued for re-
tention of the Extended School Year
(ESY) |at Pioneer Middle School with
some asking that ESY be expanded to
all middle schools in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

There were some, though, who sup-
ported the boundary committee’s rec-
ommendation to drop ESY at Pioneer.

JO WALLACE representing the
Hulsing attendance area was the first
to step up to the microphone to address
the board.

She asked that children be drawn
from consecutive subdivisions to avoid
long bus rides and asked that Miller El-
ementary be included in the adjust-
ments.

Mrs. Wallace also asked that the

Board shelves
library vote idea

Canton Trustees like the idea of
starting a library in the township; but
they don’t appear receptive to the idea
of holding a special election to pay for
one.

The board tabled the Canton Library
Committee's request for a special elec-
tion May 15. At that election, voters
would be asked far a maximum of one
mill property tax increase to pay for a
local library.

Voters overwhelmingly rejected a
similar request i the August primary
election.

Trustees Eugene Daley and Robert
Greenstein, as well as Supervisor Noel
Culbert, voted against tabling the
request, but the gther board members
disagreed.

The subject will be brought up again
at March 13's board meeting.

Board members expressed reluc-
tance to pay $7,000-$12,000 for a spe-
cial election solely for the library issue.

Both Culbert and Treasurer James
Donahue, however, said they believed
the library tax would pass when put to
the vote.

According to Larry McEwen, chair-
man of the Library Committee, it will
be more expensive in the long run if
Canton does not have its own library.

“If the voters don’t approve a Canton

library millage, most of them will con-
tinue to use the Plymouth Dunning-~
Hough Library.

“In 1978, 38.9 percent of the Plym-
outh library’s use was by Canton resi-
dents, and the township paid $56,000 to
the library during those 12 months,”
McEwen said.

“It is estimated that by 1982 if there
is no Canton libyary, the Plymouth one,
which is now at full capacity, will be
overcrowded. The situation seems
inevitable.”

Greenstein said the farmland preser-
vation tax increase request, which lost
by a narrow margin in the November
election, should get first priority.

Donahue said he would not oppose a
library tax increase if it were placed
on the ballot with some other question.
He wanted to give the board time to
see if there were other questions that
could go on the same ballot.

The board did not want to put the
farmland preservation tax increase on
the ballot as early as May 15.

McEwen told the board he didn't
want to see the library tax increase on
the ballot with any other proposal, but
said he is sure the issue will pass once
voters understand the cost of using
other area libraries.

Homeowners want more

Task force succeeds—so far

By CAROLINE PRICE

A task force of home builders and
township officials was judged effective
in cleaning up a bevy of homeowner
complaints during its month of exis-
tance,

Homeowners attending a special
township board meeting Monday con-
ceded that many of their problems had
been solved.

A majority of the homeowners, how-
ever, still insisted an ordinance requir-
ing builders to post a cash bond on each
house they construct is the only long-
term answer.

Board members said they believed
the task force has proved to be effec-
tive and didn’t want to take the drastic
step of passing a builder’s bond ordi-
nance unless the complaints start to
pile up again.

Another special board meeting has
been scheduled for 7 p.m. Monday,
April 2, to once again monitor the task
force’s progress. |

Supervisor Noel Culbert promised
the homeowners that the board would
have a rough draft ordinance on hand
that would take in some of the sugges-
tions ‘'made to ease the problem with
builders, such as a requirement that all
builders use a formal checklist that has
to be signed by both parties béfore the
closing of a house,

The task forced was organized last
month after homeowners complained
about problems with their new houses.

A NUMBER OF RESIDENTS said at

the time that m%y had exhausted all
avenues of complaint. They accused

g Department of

and said the many letters written to
state and local agencies failed to re-
solve the complaints.

The Township Board at that meeting
agreed to form a task force to deal
with the list of homeowner complaints
and attached a threat to the move.

Builders who attended the meeting
were told the board would pass a build-
ers’ bond ordinance that could put
many of them out of business if the
problems weren’t cleared up.

At Monday’s meeting, Trustee Carol
Bodenmiller announced that 35 of the
complaints had been dealt with, and
another group of newer complaints
would be addressed during March.

Mrs. Bodenmiller said she was
speaking on behalf of her husband, Jer-
ry, who is a member of the task force
but was unable to attend the meeting.

“I'm not saying all the complaints
have been finished and completed,”
Mrs. Bodenmiller said, “but all the
ones we had on file have been tackled.”

The trustee described a four-step
complaint procedure that would be rec-
ommended to deal with complaints in
the future.

Those steps are to:

« Notify the builder in writing and
keep a copy of the letter.

o If not successful, write to notify
your extended warranty program, such
as Homeowners Warranty (HOW), if
you are covered by one.

» Write the Michigan Department of
Licensing and Regulation and request
forms to record your complaint. Fill
out the forms and mail them to the
Canton Building. Department, which
will forward copies of the complaint to
the state regulatory department, the
builder and yourself. The building de-

Hulsing grade level be extended to in-
clude sixth grade to relieve Pioneer’s
overcrowding. The parents she spoke
“for also objected to spliting Windsor
Park and Mayfair subdivisions, feeling
Morton Taylor extended was an illogi-
cal dividing line.

She also objected to proposed “dou-
ble-shifting” of middle students by tak-
ing Hulsing students out of Pioneer and
sending them to East or West middle
schools and moving some West stu-
dents into Pioneer.

Mrs. Wallace added that many stu-
dents in Hulsing area have switched
schools four to five times, and efforts
should be made to move students in
areas which never have been changed.
She asked that present students be al-
lowed to attend Pioneer with new stu-
dents moving in than being sent to West

with West going on ESY as it reached
capacity.

She pointed out that families at both
Miller and Gallimore have consistent
schedules with their middle schools,
and Hulsing parents should have the
same consistency in schedules between
elementary and middle school.

“It is not the school board, or even
those of us who are parents who are
paying the price of short-sighted and
haphazard planning. It is the children
who have suffered in the past.”

CHARLENE CRUZ then spoke as
representative of Brookside Village in
the Field attendance area and present-
ed the board with petitions signed by
250.

The subdivision, she pointed out, is
one mile from the school — five min-

Lopsided win
The Plymouth Salem Rocks scored a lopsided 79-52 over Wayne
Memorial Tuesday in the first round of the district playoffs. Rob Neu,

junior guard, is shown here going in for a layup. For game details, see
Page 1C of today’s Sports Section. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

‘To be honest, I'm totally amazed.’
— Canton Supervisor Noel Culbert .

partment will also keep a copy.

According to Culbert, all the com-
plaints outstanding at the time of the
first meeting have been takeh care of.
“To be honest, I'm totally amazed,” he
said.

Homeowners in the audience were
asked to give a show of hands on how
many people had been at the first
meeting because of house problems.
Then they were asked how many had
not been contacted about the problems
in the following month.

Only two people left their hands up
One of the two said he thought the rea-
son he wasn’t contacted was because he
was in arbitration over his house prob-
lems, which the board confirmed.

But the homeowners said solving
their personal problems wasn’t enough.
“What assurance can you give us that
we won't have to gather six months
from now for other problems?”
asked one homeowner.

ANOTHER HOMEOWNER, Dennis
Willard, said his house problems had fi-
nally been taken care of by Dembs
Builders, but he later got a letter ask-
ing him to release the company from
“doing any further service in my home
— forever.” ‘

Willard said he never signed the let-
ter, but the matter had been resolved.

Manny Dembs, who was in the audi-
ence, was asked by the board to com-

ment on the letter. Dembs said “the let-
ter was discussed thouroghly at the task
force.” The builder said there had been
“special circumstances” in the Willard
case.

Dembs and Starlight were the two
companies that residents had com-
plaints about at the special meeting.
Other building firms took the heat at
the first meeting, but were not men-
tioned Monday.

A representative from Starlight was
not present. Residents asked that the
board personally invite builder repre-
sentatives to the April 2 meeting.

Although complaining homeowners
did not confront Dembs personally,
several board members had. harsh
questions for him.

Mrs. Bodenmiller asked why Dembs
did ndt use a formal walk-through list
with home buyers. Treasurer Jim
Donahue told the builder homeowners
should get better treatment from the
firm's employees. Trustee Robert
Greenstein traded insults with Dembs.

The task force will continue to meet
about homeowner’s complaints. 4

Homeowners did not appear as con-
vinced as the board members that the
worst problems were over.

As homeowner Tom Sullivan said, “ I
don’t think there’s been any discovery
of religion by many builders.”
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utes by car and 25 minutes by school
bus. From the front of Brookside, she
noted, it is 6.5 miles to Fiegel Elemen-
tary where children would be trans-
ferred under the proposal, for an 18-
minute ride by car.

Mrs. Cruz said home buyers were
promised their children would attend
Field, and that 90 percent of parents
surveyed indicated they purchased in
Brookside because Field was nearby.

“We feel that moving the children
from school to school can cause insecu-
rities in the children and be a traumat-
lc  experience. Most people do not
move every few years so as not to
uproot their children from a comfort-
-able environment.”

She asked if the issue of school
boundar'y changes could be put to a
vote on the ballot, and asked whether

rotesters pack boundary hearing

the district could tax just Canton resi-
dents and not Plymouth residents for
the additioral needed school space

Mrs. Cruz said she supported use of
portable buildings or the Extended
School Day (ESD) to gain stability

“Why not transfer the new subdivi
sion residents to Fiegel and inform the
parents before they purchase their
homes. Leave the people that were
here first and already attending Field
at Field.”

She also presented a letter from Can-
ton Supervisor Noel Culbert urging the
board not to change the boundaries for
Field or Eriksson schools

JOAN CAMPBELL then spoke as
representative of Concerned Cantonites
Organized For Action (CCOFA). a

(Continued on page 3A)

Millage try fails

by narrow vote

Wayne-Westland school officials are
predicting that 200 teachers plus 100
other employees will receive layoff no-
‘tices by April 1.

That prediction follows voter rejec-
tion of a three-mill tax increase in
Monday’s election. Voters defeated the
millage by a vote of 3,482 to 3,340.

Expressing disappointment with the
vote, Superintendent Timothy Dyer
said, “We'll have to redouble our ef-
forts for understanding. Increasing tax-
es is unpopular; we recogi.ze that.

“Now we'll have to begin the process
of reducing our staff. We have no
choice. We have to dismantle an exem-
plary educational program,” he added.

DYER PREDICTED the layoffs
could mean that 60 percent of the
staffs at most schools would -be
changed. According to state law, teach-
ers must be given 60 days layoff notice
before the end of the school year.

“We're very disappointed in the
results,” said Robert Kowalczyk, exec-
utive director of the Wayne-Westland
Education Association.

“We expect the board to do what it
said it will do, but we expect more than
200 layoff notices because of special
skills and seniority some teachers
have. We'll meet with the administra-
tion on the contract and how it will
take place,” he added.

“We followed one teacher through all
the theoretical bumping moves that
could be made, and we found that 54
positions were affected,” Dyer said.

School administrators said the mil-
lage proposal would have provided
about $2 million in revenue, costing the
average taxpayer $45 a year in addi-
tional taxes. The cost of a special elec-
tion like this one is about $7,000.

This was the first request since 1966
for an increase in general operating
millage. Board members said the in-
crease was necessary because of the ef-
fects of inflation, declining enrollment
and slow growth in property values.

The district currently levies 37.65
mills (one mill is equal to $1 for every
$1,000 of state equalized valuation) for
general operation.

The narrow, 142-vote margin of loss
is expected to prompt the school ad-
ministration and board to make a sec-
ond request for an increase, probably
during the regular June election.

“We'll have a recommendation (to
the board) in 30 to 45 days whether to
go again with a second request,” Dyer

* said.

Three board seats also will be up for
re-election in that balloting.
Before making a definite decision,

_however, the administration will ana-

lyze why the millage was defeated by
polling voters. A poll before the elec-
tion showed that 40 percent approved
of the millage request, 14 percent op-
posed it and the remaining 46 percent
were undecided.
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“THE SURPRISE of the evening is
that the entire undecided vote opposed
the millage,” Dyer said

Several board members and Richard
Keilhacker, assistant superintendent
for business, attributed the loss to pre

(Continued on page 4A)

Part-time
personnel
director

approved

Canton Township’s Merit Commis
sion has been given the go-ahead to be
gin the search for a part-time person
nel director.

It wasn't *exactly what the Merit
Commissioners wanted.

Commission member Larry Bower-
man told the Canton Township Board
Tuesday night that a full-time personnel
director was needed because the new
commission was “‘swamped.”

Bowerman said the commission had
considered a starting salary of $18,000
for the job. He did not believe a part-
time position would work because "It
would be difficult to get a professional
on & part-time basis, and that person
would probably want at least a two:
year contract as some kind of job
security.”

Many board members, however, said
the workload is high now because the
merit commission has only been in ex
istence since November

Supervisor Noel Culbert said all but
one group of township employees
the clerical department - is unionized
Clerical employees will be voting
whether to form a union in the near
future.

“I envision a time when all employ-
ees will be unionized and a personnel
director won't be needed,” Culbert
said.

Bowerman's request for a full-time
person got support from Clerk John
Flodin and Trustee Lynne Goldsmith.

Flodin said he would insure a person-
nel director would have plenty of work
to do, in spite of some board members’
concern that there wouldn’t be enough
work to merit a fulltime position

Mrs. Goldsmith said, "If the clerical
employees felt the township was look-
ing out for their welfare by having a
personnel director, there is a chance
they might not vote for a union.”

Trustee Eugene Daley also support
ed the concept of a full-time director

A motion to allow the Merit Commis-
sion to hire a fulltime director failed.

THROUGH THE CLASSI-
FIED SECTION OF YOUR
HOMETOWN NEWS-
PAPER. DIAL DIRECT TO
PLACE  YOUR AD
TODAY.

591-0900
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Is the energy crunch for real?

(The following information on en-
ergy 1s offered to readers by the
League of Women Voters of North-
ville, Plymouth, Canton, Novi.)

It all began in 1973 — long lines at
the fuel pumps, high prices, shortages.

Americans had learned how depend-
ent they were on foreign oil.

Bitter winters caused homeowners
and schools ta experience heating
shortages and fuel bills continued to
rise.

Now, six years later, many Ameri-
cans sti]l are convinced that the energy
crisis is a hoax

HOW CAN WE be sure the energy
crunch is real? ‘

Some geologists, oil companies, utili-
ty companies and such notable report-
ers as Paul Harvey insist that what we
face is a production crisis.

These experts claim the oil and gas
are there if only the restrictions are
lifted which discourage more explora-
tion and production.

Other geologists, environmentalists
and columnists such as Jack Anderson
insist that we are running out of both
oil and gas.

The real fact is that experts in all
fields cannot agree guhen we will final-

Plymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

EUGENE EDISON COUNTS'

Services for Mr. Counts, 57, of Can-
ton, were held March 3 at Schrader Fu-
neral Home with The Rev. Willard
Martin officiating

Burial was at|{White Chapel Ceme-
tery.

Mr. Counts died March 4 in St. Mary
Hospital in Livonia. He was an insur-
ance salesman for the Automobile As-
sociation of America.

He is survived| by his wife, Helena;
sons, Terry and Rick of Canton, Mitch-
ell of Plymouth and Kyle of Santa Mon-
ica, California;, daughters, Diane of
Plymouth and Joanne of Berkley, Cali-
fornig sisters, Opal of Clintwood, Vir-
ginia;'Selma of Troy and Mildred; and
two grandchildren.

LAWRENCE MICHAEL JACOBSEN

Services for Mr. Jacobsen, 46, of
Detroit, were held March 5 at Our Lady
of Good Counsel Church with The Rev.
Edward Baldwin officiating. Burial
was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Ar-
rangements were made by the Scerader
Funeral Home of Plymouth.

Mr. Jacobsen died March 1 at his
home. He was a certified public
accountant. He was a member of the
CPA Association and the University of
Detroit Alumni Association.

Survivors include his parents, Victor
and Mary Jacobsen of Greenville;

brother, Victor of Farmington; and sis-
ters, Mary Jo Markey of Duluth, Min-
nesota and Tbora Cbevillot of Canton.

GERTRUDE MEADER

Services for Mrs. Meader, 85, of Farm-

‘ington Hills, were held March 2 at the

Schrader Funeral Home with The Rev.
Theodore Taylor officiating. Burial
was at Riverside Cemetery.

Mrs. Meader, a former area resident,
died Feb. 26 in Farmington Hills. She
was a homemaker.

She is survived by her brother, Wil-
liam Bakewell of Grayling.

ELIZABETH GIBSON

Funeral services were held recently
for Mrs. Gibson, who died Feb. 19 in
Good Samaritan Hospital, Phoenix,
Ariz,, of a heart attack at age 63.

Mrs. Gibson graduated from Radl
cliffe College in 1937 and moved to
Plymouth, where she lived for nearly
20 years. She taught elementary grade
school in Plymouth for several years
before retiring to Wickenburg, Ariz.,
four years ago.

Survivors include her husband, Wal-
ter; a son, Jim of Port Washington,
N.Y.; daughters Nancy Smith of Plym-
outh, Bonnie of New York City and
Kate of Ann Arbor; a sister, Gretchen
Sharp of Ridgefield, Conn; and five
grandchildren.
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ly run out, but most do agree we will
face a worldwide shortage of gas and
oil by the year 2000. That’s only 20
years from now.

Arguing about exactly when we will
run out is like arguing about when win-
ter will come — October? November?
What'’s the difference? We know it's
coming.

ONE CHOICE WOULD be to take off
the price controls, deregulate oil and
gas, explore the remaining field and
produce more.

But by doing that we’ll just make en-
ergy our childrens’ problem.

Oil and gas are NON-RENEWABLE
resources. (It took millions of years for
the fossils in the earth to become oil
and natural gas. Unlike wood, we can't
grow more).

Our supplies of non-renewable re-
sources are running low. _

Decisions we make now about how to
use these resources will affect the qual-
ity of life 15-50 years from now.

Understanding the energy problem is
like putting together a jigsaw — the
complete picture is made up of many
interlocking parts.

One of the pieces is the United States
energy growth rate. Every year we use
3.5 percent more energy than the year
before. '‘As a result, we have doubled

.our energy use very 10 years since
- World War I1.

During this same time we did not ex-
pand U.S. oil production that rapidly
and needed to buy oil from other coun-
tries. We brought more and more and
became more and more dependent on
foreign oil.

That is significant because 77 per-
cent of our energy needs are supplied
by oil and gas, and 50 percent of that
oil is imported.

JUST A FEW years ago energy was
cheap and abundant, and consumption
was encouraged in the very areas in
which it now i< discouraged.

Consumers were urged to install gas
lights in frontyards for aesthetic rea-
sons, gas barbeques in backyards for
cooking ease.

Motorists were encouraged to buy
350-horsepower cars for driving com-
fort, and second cars for convenience.

The moves to the suburbs ate up
farmland and the remaining farms
were forced to use more labor-saving
machines and petroleum- based ferti-
lizers to keep up with the demands of a
growing popula tion.

Americans became used to a way of
life based on the use of energy-consum-
ing products: Air conditioners; TVs;
dishwashers; power lawnmowers.

Because energy was cheap and abun-
dant we became an energy intensive
society.

The energy consuming goods now
purchased are generally in forms
which use up larger amounts of energy
than did their 1950 equivalents — ev-
erything from disposable graduation
gowns to processed foods in throwaway
containers.

Than tbe OPEC embargo struck.

Now prices have forced us to shut off
gas lights, gas lines to new homes are
unavailable in many areas.

Today cars are judged by miles per
gallon rather than by horsepower and
motorists are encouraged to drive 55
mph to increase fuel economy.

These are all parts of the puzzle
which make-up the energy crunch.

BEFORE LOOKING at others piec-
es of the puzzle, let's consider how
much energy is used by normal appli-
ances in the home. ‘

To compare energy drain, we will be
looking at the amount of Kkillowatt
hours used in a year. A kilowatt-hour
(kwh) is the amount of electrical ener-
gy required to operate a 100-watt bulb
for 10 hours.

Most homemakers know that the
frost-free refrigerator takes more en-
ergy to run than the conventional
refrigérator. The difference is more
than 690 kilowatt hours a year.

Most people also know air condition-
ing units consume a lot of energy, but
they may not be aware that the ordi-
nary water heater consumes more than

three times as much power as a room -

air conditioner.

In fact, only a handful of appliances
account for most of the total residen-
tial electric use.

The major energy users are the wa-
ter heater, range/oven, refrigerator,
air conditioner, and clothes dryer.

The water heater uses two-thirds
more energy over a year’s time than a
blender, dishwasher, electric fry pan,
toaster, iron, washing machine, vacu-
um cleaner, hairdryer, black and white
television, and electric.toothbrush com-
bined.

So you needn't discard your electric
toothbrush — it uses only one-half of a
kilowatt-hour a year and costs less
than two cents a year to operate.

937-0478
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: In the Spring, kids seem to grow faster than ever. So
C bring them to us for a professional footwear check-up. If
their shoes are still fitting prop-

N erly, you can be sure we'll tell
0{{:\9 you!

:@ And if your kids need new

i shoes, we've got the best

S’W") around - Stride Rite!

me  Stride Rite.w. The right
2 choice for growing feet

A 0b ('/% v

Stride Rite Bootery

1440 Sheldon at Ann Arbor Rd
PLYMOUTH

Colonial Cleaners

453-0960
. WE OFFER OUR CUSTOMERS THE BEST!

We have a revolutionary new machine that is
the “Cadillac’ of all dry cleaning methods. It
assures you of the finest and best type

r of cleaning available.

MARCH SPECIAL

20% OFF DRAPERIES & HOUSEHOLD GOODS

PHONE
459-1070

9:30105:30
FRI TILL 8 30

1275 S. Main Plymouth

We Specialize In: .

*DRAPERY CLEANING

« CLEANING & GLAZING OF FURS
ONE HOUR SERVICE

; Monday thru Saturday

\ FREE MINOR REPAIRS
-------------.--

Colonial Cleaners

DRY CLEANING & SHIRT LAUNDRY 0
Otfer Expires April 30, 1979 ¢

Carpet Cleaner Rent the pro

STEAMEX

Add years to the |ife of your carpet! Rent a
STEAMEX. It's as simple to use as a vacu
um. Six power jets to loosen and lift out
Jharmtul ground in dirt that cuts carpet life
short.

l§5
lOFF WITH
COUPON

453-0960

Better than any commercial cleaners.

3

THE NEW ZOTOS TEXTURE
FOAM PERMANENT

The New Foam-Waving system with timed-release
waving action!

* For controlled absorption of foaming lotion into wrap-
ped hair.

* For curl that's deeply formed and silken to the touch.

The ideal permanent styling for men and teenagers as
well as women!

PRICES GOOD THRU SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1979
Regular Now!

35 ).

REDKEN EXTREME PAK CONDITIONING

HAIR STYLING SALON
HOURS:
Monday thru Friday
8am.to9p.m.;
Saturday 8a.m.to 6 p.m.

Regular  TREATMENT  Now!
s We welcome Master
Charge and Visa

APPOINTMENTS NOT ALWAYS NECESSARY
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
* 981-0846 - 45001 Ford Rd., at Canton Center Rd.
© 287-2580 - 14640 Pardee Road
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License bureau ready
for plate deadline rush

Mary Heyka figures she will never
have to deal with a line of people
stretching around |the block after this
year

But, as the deadline for getting pas-
senger car licens¢ plates approaches,
the employees of the Canton Secretary
of State office can only keep their fin-
gers crossed and be ready for anything.

Ms. Heyka, manager of the branch at
Lily just south of Ford Road, says the
last few weeks have been the busiest
she’s seen since &e office opened in
October. |

Before that, customers tended to be
on the sparse side. 0

“I think people were waiting to see if
the SEMTA fee (a extra few dollars
charged in Wayne County as part of a
mass lransportatibn program) would
be removed, or going out-county where
they don't have to pay the fee” Ms.
Heyka says.

The manager adds that recent legis-
lation will provide a refund of the fee if

a court challenge against the fee is suc-
cessful.

Next, year, she says, the license
plate deadline crunch will be over be-
cause people will begin renewing their
plates on their birthdays rather than-by
a March 31 deadline. .

In the meantime, Ms. Heyka says a
new procedure allowing people to or-
der plates and renew their driver's li-
censes by mail has “helped unbelieva-
bly” in easing seasonal crunches.

“It’s nice to be able to have that ex-
tra time to deal with a customer,” she
says.

In addition to dispensing plates and
licenses, the office handles voter regis-
tration, driver tests, title services —
and even has state income tax forms on
hand.

Most of the driver’s tests are given to
16-year-olds fresh from drivers’ educa-
tion. Ms. Heyka says few flunk the test.
“Most of them seem to be pretty adept
at driving.”

She says pne of the first tests given

at the Canton office was to a man from
India. “He got a permit and wanted to
practice for a few days although he did
have a license in India.”

“The day he came in for his test we
had three inches of snow on the ground.
He had never seen snow before.”

The man passed his test, but he took
a little practice driving in the snow
first.

Ms. Heyka says the license bureau
system has improved immensely dur-
‘ing the past few years. Sbe credits the
‘hange to Secretary of State Richard
Austin, who she calls “very effective.”

The seven employees of the Canton
branch might deal with 384 plates pro-
cessed, 50 driver’s licenses renewed or
issued, and a myriad of other functions
on a typical day in March.

Ms. Heyka aims for a well-run office
— and says the employees have the
same philosophy.

The bureau serves Canton, parts of
Westland, Plymouth, and anyone else
in Michigan who chances to come in.
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Darlene ¢uhaus photographs an unlucky motorist whose drivers license expires during the license plate

rush.

Thursday, March 8, 1979
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Lines at the Canton Secretary of State office will only grow longer as the deadline for obtaining automobile license plates draws closer.
(Staff photos by Gary Caskey)

300 jam school hearing
on boundary adjustment

(Continued from page 1A)
group from the Eriksson area.

“Children in our area have been changed several
times in the past five years. It is The time has come
for positive action.|It is important for all to work
together for the good of all children.”

Mrs. Campbell arigued that the educational quali-
ty at Pioneer has increased dramatically since ESY
was implemented, pointing out that in 1978 reading
and math scores at|Pioneer were the highest in the
district at the middle school level.”

(CCOF'A has presented the board with some 1,000
signa tures on petitions).

MARILYN FINCH of Murray Hill Dr., Pilgrim
Hills subdivision ip Plymouth Township, argued
that a danger in switching schools is that curricu-
lum is not unified from building to building.

She noted that of the 20 students from her area
being moved, six are in the Talented and Gifted
program (TAG) at Pioneer and other middle
schools don’t have similar TAG programs.

With impending | fuel shortages, argued Mrs.
Finch, the district should keep children at schools
as close to their honie as possible.

“To bus children ?n Napier Road to Central Mid-
dle past two middle schools enroute is not the clos-
est. [ don’t want to my two gallons a day driv-
ing to Central Mid#ﬁe while passing right by Pio-
neer and West. ‘ \

“Middle school s#udents are experiencing emo-

portant to them, not| just to the self but to establish-
nvironment.”

tional and physicallchanges. Stability is very im- .

ing a good learning

JOAN WILSON then spoke as representive of
families in the area west of Napier and north of
Ann Arbor Road.

“Two years ago ¢ur children were moved from
West Middle to Central and we were told they could
stay at Central becFuse it had room for growth. I
feel to move them| out of Central now is a bad
move.” ‘

A mother from the Eriksson area noted that the
moving of 152 students to Hulsing could mean the
loss of Title I funds which could not be recouped at
Hulsing because it \wasn’t eligible. When Hulsing
becomes filled, sthadded. those 152 students will
hecome easy prey tqg be moved again.

She estimated that the addition of three portables
at Eriksson would solve the problem in that area.
Hulsing then could stay on the nine-month schedule
and go to a middle school on the same schedule,
with Eriksson and Pioneer remaining paired on an
ESY plan. %

She also objected that the boundary committee
took four months to study Alternative A and only
one week for Alternative B.

LARRY MARKO of Kinsbridge Court, Can-
ton, than asked how many members of the bounda-
ry committee had |children affected by the pro-

posed changes.

those members present indi-
thirds were unaffected.

ship, commented that three years ago her daughter

|
b |
&

was moved (over her protest) from l—‘ioneer to West
and now the board wants to move her younger
daughter from West to Pioneer.

“I understand your problems dealing with
growth. But when, you've gone through the prob-
lems my family has gone through you can’t help but
get emotional about it. Children do not always ad-
just as easily to change as you’ might think.”

Janet Campbell then spokel up and suggested the
best answer might be use of portable buildings as it
would be $4 million cheaper to pise portables over
10 years than operate ESY over the same period.

Supt. John M. Hoben noted that the price differ-
ence quoted was corrent, but the estimate on port-
ables did not include operational costs while the
estimate on ESY did.

Donna Aquino of Pickwick subdivision then com-
mented that her children were moved five times in
five years. “There must be an answer somewhere.
Our children have been pushed around, even after
being told we wouldn’t be moved again.

Ernest Bevins, a teacher at Pioneer, then enu-
merated some of the problems of ESY at the mid-
dle school level and noted that a survey taken indi-
cated many teachers feel much the way he does.

Crystal Boyd of Windsor Park also objected to
the “double-shifting” among middle schools.

Carl Taylor of the committee explained the “dou-
ble-shift ing” occurs in Plan B which is to retain
ESY at Pioneer. The attempt, he said, was to have
il elementary students on ESY feed into Pioneer
and East (which would go ESY later) with nine-
month elementaries feeding into West and Central
which would remain on nine-month schedules.

Mrs. Boyd suggested the dilemma would be
solved by putting all middle schools on ESY.

“If you can come up with a concrete plan for
putting all middle schools on ESY, and show when,
we'll vote for millage. But you won’t get millage as
long as you keep us in such a turmoil. The Extended

School Day is totally unacceptable to me.”

Mrs. Boyd added that absenteeism at Pioneer
during the summer occurs because families on
nine-month and ESY have only two weeks during
the year to take a vacation and when that can’t be
arranged, children are taken out of school.

“Before Hulsing was built, kindergarten students
in our subdivision were attending six different
schools. These students now coming into middle
school have been moved a lot already, and now will
be moved again?”

In response to a question, Hoben noted that port-
ables cost $50,000 each and investigation shows a
present need for 20 units.

“Our 1977 bond issue for $30 millign included a
request for 17 portables. We also asked for an ele-
men tary building which would start out housing K-
5 and be large enough to house K-6 later and then
be used as a middle school. The request also includ-
ed a classroom wing at the high school site. But
voters turned down that request by a 5-2 margin.”

Hoben added there is no bonded money now to
spend on portableg, He said a recommendation is
expected soon from the citizens bond advisory com-
mittee which might include use of portables.

)

last October.

The burlap blazer-nubby, textured and tailored
to natural perfection by Country Britches

The ultimate natural for the seasons of

sun, and beyond. Impressive In jute

burlap. Impeccable with a slightly
tapered body, two button front and
center vent. Sportive with an open
collar shirt, suitable with a dress shirt
and tie §125 in the Casual Shog

hudsons

Manager Mary Heyka says the Canton Secretary
of State office has never been busier since it opened







