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Parents protest against 
changes in school year 

A proposal that would eliminate 
year-round scheduling at Pioneer Mid-
dle School and amend the district's at-
tendance boundaries is* getting some 
stiff opposition from parents whose 
children would be affected by the 
change. * 

"They're playing Russian roulette 
with our kids' education and emotional 
stability," said Captoo resident Jo Wal-
lace in protest of th^ changes recom-
mended by the Plymouth-Canton 
Schools' boundary and growth commit-
tee. 

"We're tired of being pushed around 
and saying we'll go along with what-
ever the schools, city hall or whoever 
else says we should." 

MRS. WALLACE is among hundreds 
of school district parents who are pro-
testing a proposal that would transfer 
numerous children to different schools 
next fall and return Pioneer Middle 
School to a traditional nine-month 
schedule. 

The district's boundary and growth 
committee made the recommendations 
because of rising enrollments, particu-
larly in the middle schools. 

Pioneer — the school that would be 
affected most by the change — is cur-
rently filled to capacity. Committee 
members say the middle school will be 
overcrowded next year unless some-
thing is done to alleviate the problem. 

Pioneer's administrators have ex-
pressed opposition to continuation of 
the Extended School Year (ESY) in 
their building next year partly on the 
grounds that it restricts the number 
and quality of electives available to 
students. 

So the committee recommended 
elimination of ESY at Pioneer and the 
transfer of some Pioneer students to 
West or Central middle schools. Com-
mittee members said an Extended 
School Day (ESD) may have to be im-
plemented at Pioneer in the 1980-81 
school year to accommodate rising 
enrollments. 

Most of the proposed changes in at-
tendance boundaries would affect resi-
dents of Canton Township where most 
of the district's population boom has 
occurred. 

BUT NUMEROUS CANTON resi 
dents appear fed up with the atten-
dance boundary changes approved by 
the school board during the last several 
years. 

"Some kids have been transferred 
four times in as many years," Mrs. 
Wallace said of the children in her 
Windsor Park neighborhood. "I t ' s 
traumatic." 

Scores of residents who are opposing 
the committee's recommendations are 
expected to voice their feelings at a 
public hearing scheduled for 7:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 6 in the Little Theatre 
at Plymouth Canton High School. 

But Darlene Protulis, Mrs. Wallace 
and other Canton residents a re doing 
more to protest the recommendations 
than attending a public hearing. 

Mrs. Protulis and residents of five 
subdivisions south of Ford Road have 
founded a group called Canton Citizens 
Organized for Action to protest the pro-
posed changes and fight for better safe-
ty on school buses. 

Mrs. Prohilis has gathered the signa-
ture^ of more than 500 residents of an 

All fired up 
Canton f i re f igh te r s Har ry Harr ison (left) and Ken Witt a r e among 

the m e m b e r s of the depa r tmen t who c a m e to the scene of a house f i r e 
a t 41582 Ford Rd. Thursday Morning, March 1. The house was occu-
pied by J a n e L, Gostomski . The f i re d e p a r t m e n t r epor t s that the f i re 
is believed to have s t a r t ed in the bedroom area , but the blaze is still 
under investigation. No one was a t home at the t ime of the f i re . Dam-
age has been es t ima ted by the depa r tmen t a t about $10,000. (Staff 
photo by Gary Caskey) 

area roughly bounded by Sheldon, Lil-
ley, Ford and Cherry Hill. She expects 
to gather 500 additional signatures this 
week. 

The petitioners are demanding that 
the year-round schedule be retained at 
Pioneer Middle School this year. They 
are also opposing the proposed transfer 
of their children from Pioneer to an-
other middle school in the district. 

Mrs. Wallace learned of the group's 
petition drive and launched a similar 
effort in Windsor Park Subdivision. She 
has also composed a flyer in oppostion 
to the proposed boundary changes for 
distribution throughout her neighbor-
hood. 

"WE'RE VERY UPSET in Canton, 
because we're the ones who are being 
pushed around," Mrs. Protulis object-
ed. "Every year it's a different school. 
What's that doing for the child?" 

Mrs. Protulis says she does not buy 
the boundary committee's argument 
that dropping ESY at Pioneer will al-
leviate overcrowding in the middle 
schools. 

ESY was implemented at Pioneer in 
the fall of 1977 because it allows 
schools to hold one-third more students 
than schools on a traditional nine-
month schedule. 

Mrs. Protulis believes that the com-
mittee proposed elimination of ESY to 
appease Pioneer teachers who are un-
happy with the schedule. The district's 
contract with the Plymouth-Canton Ed-
ucation Association expires this year. 

"When they started ESY, we were 
told it was the only way to save tax 
money. They told us it would be a bet-
ter education for our children," Mrs. 
Protulis said. "No one really wanted it. 
But we said we'd try it. 

"Now we do feel our children are 
getting a better education. We want our 
middle schoolers on ESY to keep har-
mony in our families." 

Every elementary school except 
Hulsing in the Canton portion of the 
school district is currently on ESY. The 
high schools and all middle schools in 
the district except Pioneer use a tradi-
tional nine-month schedule. 

The boundary committee has recom-
mended extension of ESY to Hulsing 
next year as well as the elimination of 
the year-round schedule at Pioneer. 

The numbers 
on changes 

In making school boundary 
changes, one of the key pieces of in-
formation is the number of students 
affected by the switch. 

Dave Rodwell, school district con-
sultant, has been developing statis-
tics in preparation for tomorrow 
night's public hearing on boundary 
adjustments. 

If Pioneer Middle School remains 
on year-round school, repor t s 
itodwell, some 928 students will be 
moved to different schools. If Pio-
neer converts to a traditional nine-
month schedule for 1979-80, about 
412 middle school students would be 
moved. 

Under present proposals, Rodwell 
^dds, some 347 elementary students 
would change schools in '79-80. 

The total number of students 
moving would be either 809 or 1,275. 

The public hearing will begin at 
7;30 p.m. March 6 in the Little The-
atre of Plymouth Canton High, on 
Canton Center south of Joy. 

Parents of elementary and mid-
dle school students have been sent 
notices from the school district sum-
marizing the boundary change pro-
posals under consideration. 

Anyone with questions may call a 
special phone line, 453-0200, ext. 
422, up until 5 p.m. Tuesday. 
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The grow in' 
o' the green 

I t 's still a bit ear ly for St. Pa t r i ck ' s day and Willie and Irene 
Stephens a r e only par t ly Irish. But when it comes to growing house 
plants like this huge shamrock, Stephens' green thumb enjoys year-
round success. The shamrock flourished f rom a slip given Mrs. 
Stephens as a bir thday gift a few years ago and its cut t ings have 
s ta r ted several other shamrocks that can be found in homes in these 
par ts . (Staff photo by Bob Woodring) 

After problems 

Palace gets liquor license 
J 

The Palace J J^ tauran t in Canton has 
received final approval on its liquor li-
cense application. 

But Canton Center Associates Inc., 
owner of the restaurant, still has to get 
over the hurdle of having expansion 
site plans approved by the Township 
Board. 

Although the Township Board ap-
proved a liquor license application for 
the restaurant last year (before new 
board members took over), final ap-
proval comes f rom the Michigan Li-
quor Control Commission. 

That final approval caused some 

confusion to the Township Board at last 
week's regular meeting because the Li-
quor Control Commission sent the 
wrong form. 

According to Township Deputy 
Treasurer Maria Falkiewicz, the com-
mission, by mistake, sent the board a 
form resolution that would allow the 
restaurant to serve liquor beyond the 
normal hours set for a bar. 

"If the board had voted for the reso-
lution, it might have caused some prob-
lems because they weren't really sup-
posed to vote for it," Ms. Falkiewicz 
said. 

She said the board had also had the 
option of rescinding the license approv-
al because the restaurant had several 
building violations. Those violations 
have since been corrected, she said. 

Now that the license has been 
approved, the restaurant is slated to 
get an addition that would hold some 40 
more patrons. 

Plans for the addition must be ap-
proved by the Township Board. 

Liquor Licenses for Canton House, 
Pizza Hut and House of Woo restau-
rants are still pending. 

Short 
takes 

/ 

CANTON FINANCE director 
Mike Gorman has taken a new ap-
proach to the problem of losing 
weight. .Gorman decided something 
had to be done about his expanding 
waistline when he stepped on a scale 
for the first t ime in years last 
month. So Gorman, who quit cigaret 
smoking 10 years ago, decided to 
pick up his old habit as a possible 
cure for the munchies. Gorman said 
it worked — and points to the 30 
pounds he has lost in the last five 
weeks as evidence. The problem 
now is how to quit smoking. 

CHEEP! Bruce Alatalo's f i f t h 
gfade class at Field Elementary 
School was privy to one of the 
very first signs of spring. Two 
students, Lisa Meadors and Kim 
Lednck, believe the results of 
ttyeir project — a bouncing baby 
chick — is the first to be born in 
any of the school district incuba-
tors. The two friends' project was 
not without tragedy. Out of six 
eggs, four hatched and only>one 
chick lived. The survivor, known 
as Audubon, is doing well, ac-
cording to Lisa. She added that 
Alatalo was "really nice" about 
the project. Audubon, thought to 
be a rooster-to-be, had no com-
ment. 

BEEN WONDERING who won 
the election for the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce's top offices? Wjhether 
you have or not, here they Re-
elected to the Board of Directors 
are Mary Perna, Eldon Johnson, A1 
Daly and Bill Brown. 

Newly elected are Dr. Richard 
Kirchgatter and J im Fulkerson. 
Richard Potter was re-elected as 
Chamber treasurer, with Frank 
McMurray elected president; John 
Schwartz, first vice president; Bill 
Tesen, second vice president; and 
J im Fulkerson, secretary. 

All the new Board of Director 
members and officers will be in-
stalled at the Chamber's dinner 
meeting set for March 23 a t the 
Plymouth Hilton. 
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SEASON ENDS 

The regular basketball season 
came to an end Friday night with 
the Plymouth Canton Chiefs 
playing a t home and the Plym-
outh Salem Rocks finishing up at 
Belleville. For a game report on 
these final contests plus predic-
tions in Doc's Corner on the disi 
trict playoffs, which start tomor-
row, see the Sports Section in to-
days edition 09 Pages 1-4B. 
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Senators differ on budget 
By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI 

Pressu re is mount ing in the Michigan 
Senate to approve a resolution calling 
for a Constitutional a m e n d m e n t man-
dat ing a balanced federa l budget. 

Twenty-seven s t a t e legislatures have 
a l ready approved s imi la r resolutions. 

Local s ta te senators , however, split 
over the resolution call ing on Congress 
to propose a balanced budget amend-
ment or convene a Constitutional Con-
vention to amend the 191-year-old doc-
ument . The proposal is current ly 
lodged in the senate judiciary commit-
tee. 

The resolution was introduced by 
State Sens. John Welbom, R-Kalama-
xoo, and Edward Freder icks , R-Hol-
land. It was supported by 18 other s ta te 
senators including Donald Bishop, R-
Rochester , and Rober t Geake, R-North-
ville. 

S U P P O R T E R S say balancing the 
federa l budget is the only way to bring 
double-digit inflation under control. 
They also say adding to the $789 billion 
national debt mus t be avoided in an ef-
for t to bolster the sagging U.S. dollar 
on foreign money marke t s . 

Locally, Sta te Sen. Doug Ross, D-Oak 
Park , opposes the resolution and State 
Sens. William Faust , D-Westland, and 

William Huffman, D-Madison Heights, 
have taken no public position. 

Opponents say a cons t i tu t iona l 
a m e n d m e n t would h a n d c u f f t h e 
government ' s ability to deal with na-
tional emergencies or m a j o r reces-
sions. Fur the rmore , they say, opening 
up the Constitution to a convention 
would be too radical and could re^lt in 
m a j o r changes in the documefltT 

"THE CITIZENS a r e paying near ly 
$1 billion a week in interest alone on 
the federa l defeci t ," Bishop said, "yet 
Congress keeps on spending and spend-
ing. The federa l government , like s t a t e 
government — and every household, 
for that m a t t e r — must learn to live 
within its means ." 

The north Oakland senator added 
th'at the country 's " t remendous infla-
t ionary and unemployment problems" 
resulted f r o m Congress' f ree-wheeling 
spending policies." 

Geake is more vocal. The western 
Wayne County senator said he would 
like to see 4he budget balanced imme-
diately. 

Congress' spending policies, he said, 
" a r e not the results of t rue national 
need. Instead it 's the product of weak 
politicians that like to give away 
people's money." 

TO BALANCE the budget, Geake 
said $29 billion should be cut f r o m so-
cial programs. "In the long run," he 
said "they (the poor and minorit ies) 
will be the winners. It 'll f r e e up hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that can be 
channeled back into the economy," he 
said. 

, When questioned why the Depart -
ment of Defense, another large budget 
line i tem, would be spared the knife, 
Geake said, "We need a s trong national 
defense. If we lose our s t rength and 
standing internationally, we could be 
taken over by a foreign power ." 

ROSS, THE fo rmer director of the 
Michigan's Citizens Lobby; argued for 
a modera te approach. While he agreed 
that Congress should balance the budg-
et, he said it could be responsibly done 
only over a two- or three-year period. 

Deficit spending, he said, is a fac t of 
life. "Supporters of the resolution keep 
saying that government should have to 
live within its bounds just like fami l ies 
do," he said. "If that we ' re true, there 
would be no mor tgages . Aren' t mort-
gages deficit spending?" 

While some congressmen and Presi-
dent Car te r a re a t odds over the pro-
posed federal budget, o thers a r e deal-
ing out warnings to s t a t e legislatures. 

U.S. Sen. Edmund Muskie, D-Maine, 
cha i rman of the senate budget commit-
tee, has a l ready warned the s t a t e offi-
cials that any cuts will be m a d e in 
a reas upon which they depend. 

Car te r and Congress have a l ready 
el iminated "anti-recession, counter-
cycl ical" funds — money paid out to 
local governments based on unemploy-
ment statistics. CETA (Comprehensive 
Employment Training Act) funds also 
have also been pared. They have hinted 
that federal revenue sharing may becut 
back this year . 

According to Muskie, few s ta tes 
could survive the loss of the federal 
grants without el iminating p rog rams 
and servicecs or raising taxes. 

According to Washington analysts , 
revenue-sharing and other states-ori-
ented p rograms would be hit the hard-
est because the tradit ionally large 
budget i tems — the Defense Depart-
ment , the Social Security system, and 
social services — have in the past gone 
untouched by budget-cutters. 

LA-Z-BGY 
Showcase shoppes 

Check preparers, IRS advises 
The IRS t r ies to m a k e 

the tax fo rms and in-
s t ruct ions less complicat-
ed so that more taxpay-
ers can p r e p a r e their own 
returns. However, some 
t axpaye r s may require a 
professional tax re turn 
p repa re r to do the work 
for them. 

For these taxpayers , 
the IRS of fe r s guidance 
on selecting a reputable 
p repare r , since the tax-
payer is solely responsi-

ble for the accuracy and 
completeness of his or 
her tax re turn. 

A taxpayer should be 
suspicious of a p repa re r 
who c la ims to have IBS 
connections or c la ims to 
use the s a m e computer 
s y s t e m a s t h e IRS , 
possesses inside knowl-
edge, or knows all the 
angles. The IRS also 
d i s c o u r a g e s t a x p a y e r s 
f rom using any p repare r 
who guaran tees refunds, 

or bases the prepara t ion 
fee on a percentage of "the 
expected refund. And of 
course, t axpayers should 
never sign a blank re turn 
or one prepared in pencil. 

The law now requires 
p repa re r s to sign re turns 
they prepare and include 
thier identification num-
bers. Taxpayers should 
double-check their re-
turns for these require-
ments and be sure to get 
a copy of the final re turn 

Off Season 
LOOSE RUG CLEANING 

SALE 
20% Off 10% Off 
It you bring it in during March if vve pick It up 

SALE THROUGH MARCH 
32466 Schoolcraft 

Uvooia Ml 

11 i L o c a t e d m 
li.on.i 

Commccf 
West OH im 

rompi*. 

525-1220 

CARPET CLEANING 
SALE 

10% OFF MARCH 
Steam Cleaning or Shampoo Method 

" t c n g l i & O W 32485^Schoolcraft 

C A R P E T C L E A N E R S 525-1220 

Smiley Brothers i s 
A TRUSTED NAME IN WUflC 

The finest keyboard products available! 
• Baldwin pianos & organs 
• Hammond & Alien organs 
• Marantz-Pianocordor "memory" pianos 
• Young Chang grands & consoles 
• Sabathil harpsichords 
• Select used instruments 

Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, Ml 7 -1177 
Also, Detroit A Dearborn 

Mid-Winter 

INSULATION 
Special 

* ] > J m \ M per 1000 sq. ft. celling 
* W m 6" blown fiberglas 

m m m ^ # f r e e e s t i m a t e s 

Roll Insulation Available for Do-lt-Yourselfers 

478-6046 • 227-4839 

\ 

1 0 % OFF 
on 

Glassfyre 
Glass Doors 

T0WH / r COUNTRY 
Hardware & Fireplace 

27740 FORD ROAD • GA 2-2750 

VISA Jones Insulation Supplies 

Now! For a 
Limited Engagement 

ECONOMY DENTURE 
SERVICE 

LICENSED DENTISTS 
Phone for Appointment 

West 
Dr R. E Ruby 

Dr M. S. Rosenfeld 
1820 Middlebelt (at Ann Arbor) 

525 8480 

East 
Dr. H S. Friedman 

Dr A F. Girardi 
39210 Van Dyke 

939-3580 

T H E R M O I N S U L A T E D 
REPLACEMENT W I N D O W S 

| 1 
C A R E F R E E A L U M I N U M T I L T 

W I N D O W S F E A T U R E EASY 

1 C L E A N I N G 

[ \J W I N T E R SALE 
— F R E E — 

Y * S T O R M D O O R 
WITH PURCHASE OF 

6 W I N D O W S 

537-0419 

WALTON INSTALLATION CO. 

. II 
*« *. •'•A 
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The Fantastic 
Lvis Shelton 

appearing in the Lounge 
at the Mllford Lanes 

on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

2 Shows Nightly 
Beginning March 8th. 

For Reservations call 6 8 5 - 8 7 4 5 
Milford Lanes 

131 South Milford Road 

is Celebrating 

It's 7 t h Anniversary 

With A Super 

$ 5 0 0 

With This Ad 

OFF 

Plus A Chance To Win A Weekend, 
All Expenses Paid, Trip To Chicago, 
Illinois For 2 Days and 2 Nights. A 
Fun Trip To A Fun City. Drawing Will 
Be Held On March 31, 1979 

WE EXCLUSIVELY 
USE FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN'S HAIR 

937-8770 

<»REDKEN"S„aKaCr
tI 

CJoted Sun-Mon 
Tuaa.Wad-9-6 
Thurt.Fri-9-9 
Sat -9-4 

ENTRIES MUST HAVE HAIR STYLED TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN 
FILL OUT BELOW AND BRING IN TO-THE HAIR 8HOP 
26729 PLYMOUTH RD. REDFORD 

NAME 

ADDRESS, 

PHONE 

D R A W I N G M A R C H 3 1 , 1 0 7 B • N E E D N O T B E P R E S E N T T O W I N 

College Board Workshop 

S.A.T. 
SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17-24, 1979 
AT 

DETROIT COUNTRY DAY 
SCHOOL 

I 

22305 West 13 Mile 
Birmingham, Mich. 48010 

from 9:00 AM 'til 12:00 noon 

Areas to be Covered 
• Test Mechanics 
• Test Strategies 
• Analogy Instruction 
• Sentence Completion • Practice Tests 
• Reading Comprehension 

Techniques 

• Writing Skills 
• Review of all Mathemati-

cal Concepts 
ictice Test! 

Cost: $20.00, make checks 
payable to: Detroit Country 
Day School 

Registration Deadline 
March 16, 1979 
call 646-7717 
Jerry Hansen, 
Director 
Assistant Headmaster -co***** 

SAVE 25% 
ON YOUR COOLING AND HEATING BILLS 

energy miser 

ENERGY SAVING 
HEATING AND AIR 

CONDITIONING UNIT 

1. hmm HanMMar 

Bank Rates Available 
Spec/a/ Offf! 

$25 off on automatic 
Roof Power Ventilator (P-1) 
with purchase of a 7 in 1-

olhr npina 3131 f79 

CALL TODAY 353-8400 
lor a FREE in the home es t imate 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY! 
* m b*> MM*| m* CMMf tow 

Serving Detroit and Suburbs Since W ) 

CENTRAL HEAT ING CO. 
?i)r,R0 W Eiqfit Mile. Road Southtield 

' M '.V 1
 • • i r ^ 

Cant' l l Naailng Co April 'K 

TRUCK LOAD 
PURCHASE OF 

' o / / a , 

Sleep - Sofas 
At special savings. 

h - k i > -

SALE PRICED FROM 

$29995 
For the first time a 

complete selection of 

Sleep-Sofas and now 

-every one sale priced 

thru March. It's certain 

stocks of some styles 

and fabrics will move 

out quickly — hurry for 

best selection! It's your 

chance to enjoy he La-

Z-Boy® comfort, quality 

and beauty at rock bot-

tom prices. From the 

heavy duty sleeper 

f r ame to the out-

standing upholstery 

selection, the patented 

La-Z-SleeperR is made 

to last. 

SAVE 
$ 5 Q 0 0 

$ 1 Q Q 0 0 

OFF OF EVERY 
DAY LOW PRICES 
ON LA-Z SLEEPERS' 

SAVE 

$ 5 0 
off of our low price. $?S0 off of bst 
poce Sale priced m vefvei tabnes 

$619 9 5 

SAVE 

*60 
off Of Our low price. $287 off 1st price 

C h o c e of Floral fabrics in stock Sate 

Pnce 

*66995 

ft 

SAVE 

$ 6 0 
off of our Ion* price. $260 off of tet 
prioe Sate price on any fabric m X o o 

*63995 

fh 
- V 

* S v 

rail 

Modern La-Z-Sleeper 
featured above $299.95 

Only 10 available. Cannot 
be reordered. 

MANY SLEEP SOFAS 
NCT SHOWN 

SALE PRICED 

F r o m $ 3 9 9 9 5 t o M 9 9 9 5 

Snowcme/shoppes 
MICHIGAN'S LARGEST SELECTION OF LA-Z-BOY CHAIRS 

T ' ¥ a ' 
N r S " 3 C o n v e n i e n t L o c a t i o n s 

12 MILE RD 

V A N MORN 

WARREN 
12 MILE RD 
AT HOOVER 
574-2440 

NQVI 
t « T t NOVI RO EXIT 
NEXT TO 12 OAKS MALI. 
UNDER WATER TOWER 
349-3700 

AT FORT 
(TRAFFORO SQ CTR ) 
675-9900 

OPEN WEEKDAYS AT 10:00 A.M. 
EVENINGS TIL 9 P.M 

SUNDAY 12 NOON TIL 5 
SATURDAYS TIL 5 

m m 
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Better than the first robin 

I t ' s not s p r i n g ye t , but it c a n ' t be f a r a w a y . Th is t o b o g g a n run a t Hines P a r k c h a n g e s f r t f m snow to s lush a s t he sun b e a t s down. 

R o b e r t G o m o l u c h of P l y m o u t h suns h im-
self f r o m a v a n t a g e poin t on Main S t r e e t a s 
a r e a r e s i d e n t s e n j o y e d a t a s t e of t he f i r s t bal-
m y w e a t h e r . 

HOOLB 

A school bus sloshes through a 
huge puddle caused by the melting 
snow. 

Plymouth Rd 

PLYMOUTH 

m 

Along wi th s p r i n g c o m e r o a d s in bad n e e d of r e p a i r , s o m e t h i n g t h e 

W a y n e Coun ty R o a d C o m m i s s i o n is a l r e a d y w o r k i n g on. A n o t h e r n ice 
th ing abou t M a r c h 

long. 
even if it does snow, you know it won ' t l as t fo r 

Staff photos by Gary Caskey 

Ramblings 
By Caroline Price 

Canton Observer Editor 

Scary tales 

way 

Ui 
4 

Did you know eating too much Cosmic Candy 
could make your stomach burst? 

That 's the latest rumor making its 
through the kid circuit. 

I heard it f rom a young gentleman who came 
into the office with his mother. He said a girl a t 
the school was in the hospital because she a te 
too much of the fizzy candy. 

I asked him if he were sure. 
"Well, yeah, I heard it f rom a bunch of kids," 

he said. Then he sighed. "I decided to give up 
Cosmic Candy." 

Eating too much of this candy might rot your 
teeth and spoil your appetite. But, as the manu-
fac turers of Cosmic Candy point out in the large 
ads running in newspapers, it won't make your 
stomach blow up any more than soda pop will. It 
would take more than a few ads, though, to halt 
the s t range stories about favori te edibles that 
flash through the grapevine. 

The tales range f rom McDonald's hamburgers 
made with ground worms to powdered drink 
mix filled with spider parts. 

No one knows where the stories originate, but 
once they make their way into the schools, every 
kid soon has some horrendous version to bring 
home to the family. 

It may seem silly, but it can mean a loss of big 
bucks to the companies who make the products 
in question. 

That 's why said companies spend many dol-
lars taking out big ads to re fu te the rumors. 

Ttus is an encouraging sign. I t 's easy to feel as 
if the big conglomerates a r e immune to public 
opinion. If a person doesn't like a product, or 
finds it defective, the recourses seem few. 

But one kid can s ta r t a rumor about the fizz 

\ 

properties of candy or the worm content of ham-
burgers and bring a mighty corporation to its 
knees. 

Those companies a re forced into running big 
disclaimers because they fear their best custom-
ers — kids — are going to say, "I 'm not gonna 
eat that stuff." 

One can almost see the golden arches crum-
bling. 

The strangest thing about all this is that kids 
don't really seem to care about the things in 
their food that might really do some damage. 

All those preservatives protecting Twinkles 
give kids nary a cause to pause before they dig 
In. 

The same att i tude extends to toys. Several 
children got quite ill or died f rom swallowing 
the little bullets that come with "Batt lestar 
Galact ica" spaceships. 

Mattel, the manufac turer of these toys, actu-
ally recalled the bullets. 

The average kid, providing the bullets hadn't 
been lost long ago, was not too happy about part-
ing with them. Most didn't. 

That 's one story I never heard travel along the 
kid grapevine. 

I've often wondered why the companies go to 
so much trouble to disclaim all the s t range alle-
gations made about their products. 

Those who heard the rumor that set off the ad 
a re either too convinced to sway or didn't be-
lieve it anyway. 

Those who didn't hear the story wonder what 
the company is delicately trying to dispute (the 
ads never mention the exact rumor). 

And n e f t week, the kids will go on to some 
new tale of woe about finding ra t tails in Popsi-
cles or the like. 

Joyner tapped 
for committee 

Wayne County Commissioner Bill 
Joyner — D-27th district, which includes 
the Plymouth and Canton areas — was ap-
pointed recently to the corrections com-
mittee of the board of commissioners. 

Joyner expressed his appreciation of the 
assignment, saying, "With DeHoCo locat-
ed in my district, my community sorely 
needs this representation." 

The five-member committee, which re-
ports to the public safety and judiciary 
committee, was established in June 1978, 
to develop programs for housing county 
inmates a f t e r Detroit announced plans to 
close DeHoCo at the end of the year. 

Since that t ime the corrections facility 
has operated under a circuit court order to 
continue accepting prisoners while city, 
county and state authorities negotiate 
some agreement. 

Although the facility is owned by 
Detroit, the county generally houses be-
tween 500-600 prisoners there and reim-
burses the city for their upkeep, Joyner 
explained. 

"We're exploring all kinds of options, in-
cluding half-way house concepts, work-re-
lease programs, and complete take-over 
by the state." 

The state already has full responsibility 
for the female prisoners housed there, he 
added. 

"I can't predict the outcome at this 
point, but regardless of the final decision, 
our neighborhood will now have its inter-
ests cared for on this commit tee ," he 
stressed. 

The commit tee also oversees construc-
tion of the county's new $31.7 million de-
tention center in downtown Detroit, re-
commends juvenile justice system needs 
and considers staffing, funding and pre-
liminary approval of programs in the 
sheriff 's department . 

Commissioners Samuel Turner and 
John Korner, both of Detroit, Mary Dumas 
of Livonia, and "Kay Beard of Inkster also 
will serve on the committee. 

I tM I M N*S 
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You won't want to miss this 
excellent opportunity to save 
on all your essential bed and 
bath linens, now at further 
reduced prices. Come in and 
take advantage of the values 
now, while selection is good. 

SHEETS • BEDSPREADS 

BLANKETS • TOWELS 

COMFORTERS 

Jacobsoris 
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Container law 

It 's costly9 but 
it cuts the litter 

BY MAURIE WALKER 

Michigan's bottle bill, which went 
into effect Dec 3, is reportedly serving 
it purpose by reducing litter. At the 
same time, however, it's costing dis-
tributors, wholesalers, retailers and 
customers a lot of money. 

For distributors, perhaps the hardest 
hit financially, the law has meant the 
investment of millions of dollars for 
new equipment, additional help and ex-
pansion of warehouse facilities to han-
dle the tons of bottles and cans being 
returned daily. 

Distributors throughout the state 
have been preparing for the recycling 
process since shortly af ter voters 
passed the mandatory deposit by a 2-1 
margin more than two years ago. 

Aluminum can and bottle manufac-
turers, as well as steel firms, a re now 
geared to recycle the millions of bever-
age containers being returned by con-
sumers, but at a heavy expense. 

In Livonia, Action Distributing Co., a 
beer distributor, has added a $1 million 
addition to its warehouse. While Action 
did have a recycling area where alumi-
num cans a re processed, the company 
was forced to spend and additional 
$200,000 for glass crushing and sorting 
equipment. 

Ben Celani, owner of Action, said the 
glass crusher is equipped to separate 
three different types of bottles — 
green, brown and clear. 

"We recycle approximately, 7,000 
cases of empty cans and bottles in one 
shift each day, and this is the slack sea-
son 

"When warmer weather comes and 
beer sales increase, we expect this fig-
ure will double and we will have to put 
on two shifts to handle the recycling," 
Celani said. In addition to the expense 
of new equipment, which includes 
bailers for wrapping empty cartons, 
Action has hired a number of new per-
sons, many of them students, to operate 
the recycling machinery. 

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co., one of the 
state's largest soft drink manufactur-
ers, has invested more than $52 million 
converting to»an all-returifable market . 

A spokesman for Pepsi-Cola said, 
"Our 22 plants has been expanded, new 
warehouses built, and new employees 
added to the payroll. Even package la-
beling has changed to remind shoppers 
to return (the container) for refund 

"Throwaway bottles and cans were 

convenient. Returning for re fund 
means work. But it pays," he added. 

In February, Great Lakes Steel, a di-
vision of National Steel Corp. located 
in Ecorse, recycled into new steel the 
first of more than 24 million beverage 
cans collected by National Steel. 

The initial shipment of shredded, 
densified can scrap was trucked to the 
plant's River Rouge blast furnaces 
from the corporation's reclamation 
center in Taylor. 

Since shortly a f t e r the Michigan de-
posit law became effective, National 
Steel has been purchasing used, flat-
tened, deposit-voided cans f rom soft 
drink and beer distributors for $75 per 
gross ton delivered at its can reclama-
tion center in Taylor. 

National Steel is prepared to pur-
chase and recycle all of the est imated 
one billion deposit beverage cans to be 
used in Michigan this year. This would 
amount to approximately 45,000 tons 
of cans, which compares with the divi-
sion's annual iron production of ap-
proximately four million tons. 

Aluminum Co. of America (Alcoa) is 
one of the leaders in recycling in Michi-
gan by offering to take back both alu-
minum and steel cans. 

More than a year ago, Alcoa offered 
beer and soft drink wholesalers a pro-
gram and supporting equipment to au-
tomatically receive, f lat ten and self-
load for shipment all aluminum and 
steel cans returned for deposit. 

Since 1970, Alcoa has pioneered sys-
tems to collect, process and ship large 
volumes of can scrap to reclamation 
plants. In 1977, Alcoa recycled 2.2 bil-
lion aluminum cans — about 94 million 
pounds of metal. This is equivalent to 
about half the annual production of an 
average aluminum smelter . 

Alcoa provided each participating 
wholesaler with the flattening machine 
which loads the cans into trailers. It 
also provide 40-foot trai lers to stores 
that redeem containers. 

The company hauls the fully loaded 
trai lers to a regional processing center 
where the mixed aluminum and steel 
cans a re sorted and weighed. The cans 
a re then compacted into 800-pound 
bales and shipped by rail to reclama-
tion plants in Indiana and Tennessee 
for recycling into new can sheet. Steel 
cans a re then sold to steel companies. 

Crushed glass contaners f rom many 
of the local distributors a re shipped to 
Owens-Illinois Glass in Charlotte, Mich, 
for reprocessing. 

An employe at Action Distributing Co., Inc., Livonia, empties cans 
onto a conveyor belt which will car ry them to a crusher as part of the 
recycling process. (Staff photo by Maurie Walker) 

Some guidelines for you 
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T w o t r e e - f e l l i n g e x p e r t s e x e r t p r e s s u r e on rope to gu ide t he e l m t r e e a s it beg ins to fall ( lef t) . Then , they run for d e a r l ife (r i^ht) . 

(Staff photos b\ Art E m a n u e l ) 

A money-making venture 

Woodsmen, spare that tree 
By DELL McCLOY 

One second it was there, towering a 
good 60 feet into the air — the next 
instant it lay cracked and broken 
across the driveway, just in front of the 
f r a m e garage. 

What it was, was a diseased elm tree 
that either had to be cut down or there 
was a good chance it might blow down 
in the next severe wind storm. 

Rich Connolly's job was to make sure 
it came down on schedule and on tar-
get, so that it wouldn't take the roof of 
the garage with it. 

Jobs like this are Connolly's stock-in-
trade, his bread and butter. He's the 
owner of Connolly Tree Service of 
Belleville and the huge tree, located on 
a plot of land along Schoolcraft just 
across f rom the Detroit Race Course, 
was all in a day's work. 

You might think it would be an easy 
job — just line it up and take your best 
shot, just like they always did in those 
Great Northwest t imber movies. 

It's not. 
Taking down a tree — or "dropping 

one," in the parlance of the profession-
als — takes a lot of planning and engi-
neering knowledge. 

Connolly had one of his two helpers 
shinny up the base of the huge t ree and 
then clamber up one of its forks, where 
a stout line was attached. 

That was at tached to the rear of a 
nearby truck and a slight tension was 
applied to keep the t ree headed in that 
direction in the event of a sudden gust 
of wind or a miscut on the trunk. 

ConnoHv then went to work on the 
base, cutting a huge notch out of the 

side in the direction he wanted the tree 
to fall. 

The next step was to have his two 
aides start pulling hard on the line 
while he went behind the tree with a 
chain saw and deftly started carving a 
downward notch at that point. 

Almost imperceptibly, the top of the 
tree began to move. Then, with a crack 
and a rush of air and flying branches, it 
crashed earthward. 

Right on target. 
Later, it took Connolly and his men 

nearly three hours to cut the once-
stately tree into pieces small enough to 
load onto his truck to be hauled away 
for firewood. 

For his day's work, Connolly will 
gross in the vicinity of $600 — he 
charged $250 to drop the tree and fig-
ures there a re 12 cords of firewood (at 
approximately $30 a cord) in it. 

From that, he has to pay his helpers 
and meet the expenses of operating and 
maintaining his equipment. 

The firewood business is more in-

volved than one would believe, at first 
blush. 

Connolly's operation is large enough 
that he has purchased a hydraulic log 
splitter which develops 20 tons of pres-
sure at the splitter head, which speeds 
up the process and allows for near-
mass production of firewood 

"It 's a good living," he says of cut-
ting trees and selling firewood for a 
livelihood. "But, like everything else, 
there are more and more people get-
ting into it and it's getting a lot more 
competitive." 

Wi 

Rich Connol ly n o t c h e s t h e t r e e p r i o r to m a k i n g a r e v e r s e no tch to m a k e it fa l l in t he d e s i r e d d i r ec t i on . 

(Staff photo by Ar t E m a n u e l ) 

•Business Briefs 
Saints Tri-Parish Credit Union of 

Livonia is now under the management 
of Betty G. Forbes. Located at 29820 
Joy Road, west of Middlebelt, the cred-
it union encompasses the parishes of St. 
Bernardine of Sienna, St. Damian and 
St. Robert Bellarmine. Parish af f i l ia -
tion is not required for membership. 

A SHOWING of "hot tubs" - heated 
pools — will be held at an open house 
program at Aqua Star Pools, f rom 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on March 8, at the f i rm's 
office at 28945 Joy Road, Westland. A 
highlight of the display will be the 
showing of 30 spas, including a working 
model. 

AN OFFICE of the Metropolitan De-
troit Metric Council has been opened at 
Lawrence Institute of Technology in 
Southfield. The main purpose of the off-
ice will be to teach an understanding of 
metrification as it applies to current 
lifestyles. The office is located in the 
institute's library, on the southwest 
corner of Northwestern Highway and 
Civic Center Drive. 

FCA PRODUCTIONS, 29200 Vassar 
in Livonia. Business associates in the 
firm, which handles entertainment-re-
lated services, a re Livonia residents 
Jeff William Kiefer and Patricia Sopo. 

'Perks: Just what's taxable? 
(This is the fifth in a series of ar-

ticles perpared by the Michigan As-
sociation of Certified Public Ac-
countants offering adtnee on filing 
1978 income tax returns). 

In 1978, Internal Revenue Service 
was restrained by Congress f rom im-
posing stiff new rules that would have 
taxed most of the fringe benefits peo-
ple receive f rom their employers. 

But, while we can safely assume we 
will not be taxed on our f ree parking 

- privileges in a company lot, a t least not 
for 1978, there seem to be questions in 
the minds of many regarding the tax 
t rea tment of other non-salary e n u -
meration. 

When declaring taxable income, 
should you include gif ts received, prize 
winnings, insurance proceeds, or tax 

u refunds f rom earl ier years? 
« How about employer-paid health and 
c 

life insurance, pension benefits, the 
summer-job earnings of your children? 

Those are just a few of the types of 
income that worry some taxpayers at 
filing time. 

LET'S TAKE UP employees' fringe 
benefits first. The existing law, togeth-
er with IRS policies, provide that the 
following "perks" go untaxed: 

• Company-paid health insurance. 
• Company-paid group-term life in-N 

surance up to $50,000. 
• Company-provided meals and lodg-

ing if on company's premises and for 
company's convenience. (For lodging to 
go untaxed it must be a condition of 
employment, as in the case of f i remen 
who sleep in so they will be available if 
needed). 

• Medical exams by company doctor. 
• Discounts in buying the company's 

products or services. 
The employer-provided benefits that 

were and still a re taxable include: 
• Premiums attr ibutable to group-

term life insurance coverage over 
$50,000. 

• Personal financial counseling. 
Fringe-benefit rules may soon be 

changed drastically, but these still ap-
ply to tax returns being prepared now. 

WHAT ABOUT non-perks — cash or 
nqn-cash benefits received f rom sourc-
es other than employer? Following are 
some that a re not taxable: 

• Benefits f rom Social Security and 
Railroad Ret i rement and pension plans 
funded by the employee's own contri-
butions. (Employer-funded pension 
benefits a re taxable) 

. • Most "windfalls," or gifts and 
awards that come to the recipient with-

out his having performed some service 
or having paid some consideration. 
This can include legacies, mer i t 
awards, scholarships but not gambling 
winnings or the proceeds of a lottery or 
raff le . 

• The proceeds of lawsuits in certain 
circumstances. 

• Welfare payments. 
Your children's earnings a re not tax-

able income to you. If their income was 
high enough they should file tax returns 
of their own, but you can still take the 
youngsters as dependents if they quali-
fy 

And if you claim the children as an 
exemption on your re tufn, care must 
be exercised on their return to get the 
correct standard deduction. 

Refunds of federal taxes paid in pre-
vious years a re not taxed, but any in-
terest they earned is. r 

People on the move 
nie Jj. Fineran, and was employed 
for 13 years with Michigan National 
Bank of Detroit before moving to 
Billings. 

Nancy Newman has been named 
a Syntex professional service repre-
sentative in the Livonia area A na-
tive of Detroit, she recently com-
pleted a five-month initial training 
program. She formerly served as 
project coordinator for Wayne State 
University. 

BOYLE SCHAFER 

John F. Boyle and Vernon F. 
Schafer J r . have exchanged posi-
tions a j Detroit Diesel Allison. Boyle 
will assume the duties of chief test 
engineer and Schafer will become 
manager of engineering services 
Schafer, a resident of Farmington 
Hills, is a graduate of the University 
of Michigan and Case Western 
Reserve, while Boyle, who resides in 
Livonia, is a General Motors Insti-
tute graduate. 

Lloyd S. Jackman has beep ap-
pointed director of special services 
by Per ry Drug Stores, Inc. A resi-
dent of Birmingham, he earned his 
pharmacy degree at the University 
of Oklahoma. He was formerly em-
ployed by Allied Supermarkets, Inc., 
Livonia. 

Carl L. Carter of Livonia has been 
named the 24th president of the 
American Society for Industrial, 
Security. He is a vice president of 
the National Bank of Detroit and 
has served for more than 20 years in 
the security field. He and his wife, 
Ann, have three children. 

A former Livonia woman has 
been named auditor at Firs t Citizens 
Bank in Billings, Mont. She is Von-

NEWMAN 
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SCHNEIDER 

Brenda Schneider, director of 
consumer and urban affa i rs for 
Manufacturers National Corpora-
tion, has been elected president of 
Consumer Educators of Michigan. A 
resident of Clarkston. she writes the 
"Money-Go-Round" column which 
appears in the Observer & Eccentr ic 
Newspapers. 

A number of promotions have 
been announced by the Dearborn 
Bank and Trust Co. board of direc-
tors. They include: Joseph Amico of 
Livonia, assistant vice president; Vi-
vianne Firman, of Livonia, assistant 
vice president; Robert L. Trate of 
West Bloomfield, assistant vice 
president; Lionel Hampton of Plym-
outh, trust officer, Frank Wallag of 
Redford, assistant manager of t i e 
installment loan department , and 
Virginia Shepherd of Redford, as-
sistant plan manager. 
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