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Parents protest against
changes in school year

‘A proposal that would eliminate
year-round scheduling at Pioneer Mid-
dle School and amend the district’s at-
tendance boundaries is: getting some
stiff opposition from parents whose
children would be affected by the
change. ¢

“They're playing Russian roulette
with our kids' education and emotional
stability,” said Canton resident Jo Wal-
lace in protest of the changes recom-
mended by the Plymouth-Canton
Schools’ boundary and growth commit-
tee.

“We're tired of being pushed around
and saying we’ll go along with what-
ever the schools, city hall or whoever
else says we should.”

MRS. WALLACE is among hundreds
of school district parents who are pro-
testing a proposal that would transfer
numerous children to different schools
next fall and return Pioneer Middle
School to a traditional nine-month
schedule.

The district’s boundary and growth
committee made the recommendations
because of rising enrollments, particu-
larly in the middle schools.

Pioneer — the school that would be
affected most by the change — is cur-
rently filled to capacity. Committee
members say the middle school will be
overcrowded next year unless some-
thing is done to alleviate the problem.

Pioneer’s administrators have ex-
pressed opposition to continuation of
the Extended School Year (ESY) in
their building next year partly on the
grounds that it restricts the number
and quality of electives available to
students.

Windsor

So the committee recommended
elimination of ESY at Pigneer and the
transfer of some Pioneer students to
West or Central middle schools, Com-
mittee members said an Extende
School Day (ESD) may have to be im-
plemented at Pioneer in the 1980-81
school year to accommodate rising
enrollments.

Most of the proposed changes in at-
tendance boundaries would affect resi-
dents of Canton Township where most
of the district’s population boom has
occurred. '

BUT NUMEROUS CANTON resi-
dents appear fed up with the atten-
dance boundary changes approved by
the school board during the last several
years.

“Some kids have been transferred
four times in as many years,” Mrs.
Wallace said of the children in her
Park neighborhood. “It’s
traumatic.”

Scores of residents who are opposing
the committee’s recommendations are
expected to voice their feelings at a
public hearing scheduled for 7:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, March 6 in the Little Theatre
at Plymouth Canton High School.
~ But Darlene Protulis, Mrs. Wallace
and other Canton residents are doing
more to protest the recommendations
than attending a public hearing.

Mrs. Protulis and residents of five
subdivisions south of Ford Road have
founded a group called Canton Citizens
Organized for Action to protest the pro-

changes and fight for better safe-
ty on school buses.

Mrs. Protulis has gathered the signa-
tureg of more than 500 residents of an

|

pied by Jane L. Gostomski.

photo by Gary Caskey)

All fired up

Canton firefighters Harry Harrison (left) and Ken Witt are among
the members of the department whe came to the scene of a house fire
at 41582 Ford Rd. Thursday Morning, March 1. The house was occu-
The fire department reports that the fire
is believed to have started in the bedroom area, but the blaze is still
under investigation. No one was at home at the time of the fire. Dam-
age has been estimated by the department at about $10,000. (Staff
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area roughly bounded by Sheldon, Lil-
ley, Ford and Cherry Hill. She expects
to gather 500 additional signatures this
week.

The petitioners are demanding that
the year-round schedule be retained at
Pioneer Middle School this year. They
are also opposing the proposed transfer
of their children from Pioneer to an-
other middle school in the district.

Mrs. Wallace learned of the group’s
petition drive and launched a similar
effort in Windsor Park Subdivision. She
has also composed a flyer in oppostion
to the proposed boundary changes for
distribution throughout her neighbor-
hood.

“WE'RE VERY UPSET in Canton,
because we’re the ones who are being
pushed around,” Mrs. Protulis object-
ed. “Every year it’s a different school.
What's that doing for the child?”

Mrs. Protulis says she does not buy
the boundary committee’s argument
that dropping ESY at Pioneer will al-
leviate overcrowding in the middle
schools.

ESY was implemented at Pioneer in
the fall of 1977 because it allows
schools to hold one-third more students
than schools on a traditional nine-
month schedule.

Mrs. Protulis believes that the com-
mittee proposed elimination of ESY to
appease Pioneer teachers who are un-
happy with the schedule. The district’s
contract with the Plymouth-Canton Ed-
ucation Association expires this year.

“When they started ESY, we were
told it was the only way to save tax
money. They told us it would be a bet-
ter education for our children,” Mrs.
Protulis said. “No one really wanted it.
But we said we'd try it.

“Now we do feel our children are
getting a better education. We want our
middle schoolers on ESY to keep har-
mony in our families.”

Every elementary school except
Hulsing in the Canton portion of the
school district is currently on ESY. The
high schools and all middle schools in
the district except Pioneer use a tradi-
tional nine-month schedule.

The boundary committee has recom-
mended extension of ESY to Hulsing
next year as well as the elimination of
the year-round schedule at Pioneer.

The numbers
on changes

' In making school boundary
changes, one of the key pieces of in-
formation is the number of students
affected by the switch.

Dave Rodwell, school district con-
sultant, has been developing statis-
tics in preparation for tomorrow
night’s public hearing on boundary
adjustments.

If Pioneer Middle School remains
on year-round school, reports
Rodwell, some 928 students will be
moved to different schools. If Pio-

r converts to a traditional nine-
month schedule for 1979-80, about
412 middle school students would be
moved.

Under present proposals, Rodwell
adds, some 347 elementary students
would change schools in '79-80.

The total number of students
moving would be either 809 or 1,275.

. The public hearing will begin at
7:30 p.m. March 6 in the Little The-
atre of Plymouth Canton High, on
Canton Center south of Joy.

Parents of elementary and mid-
dle school students have been sent
notices from the school district sum-
marizing the boundary change pro-
posals under consideration.

Anyone with questions may call a
special phone line, 453-0200, ext.

The growin’
o’ the green

@®1979 Suburben Commmmicotion Corporstion. Al Righte Reserved.

It’s still a bit early for St. ’Pa.trick’s day and Willie and Irene
Stephens are only partly Irish. But when it comes to growing house
plants like this huge shamrock, Stephens’ green thumb enjoys year-
round success. The shamrock flourished from a slip given Mrs.
Stephens as a birthday gift a few years ago and its cuttings have
started several other shamrocks that can be found in homes in these

parts. (Staff photo by Bob Woodring)

After problems

Palace gets liquor license

The Palace_pe{aurant in Canton has
received fina] approval on its liquor li-
cense application. :

But Canton Center Associates Inc.,
owner of the restaurant, still has to get
over the hurdle of having expansion
site plans approved by the Township
Board.

Although the Township Board ap-
proved a liquor license application for
the restaurant last year (before new
board members took over), final ap-
proval comes from the Michigan Li-
quor Control Commission.

confusion to the Township Board at last
week's regular meeting because the Li-
quor Control Commission sent the
wrong form.

According to Township Deputy
Treasurer Maria Falkiewicz, the com-
mission, by mistake, sent the board a
form resolution that would allow the
restaurant to serve liquor beyond the
normal hours set for a bar.

“If the board had voted for the reso-
lution, it might have caused some prob-
lems because they weren't really sup-
posed to vote for it,” Ms. Falkiewicz

She said the board had also had the
option of rescinding the license approv-
al because the restaurant had several
building violations. Those violations
have since been corrected, she said.

Now that the license has been
approved, the restaurant is slated to
get an additign that would hold some 40
more patrons. |

Plans for| the addition must be ap-
proved by the Township Board.

Liquor Licenses for Canton House,
Pizza Hut and House of Woo restau-
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now is how to quit smoking.

the project. Audubon, thought to
be a rooster-to-be, had no com-
ment.

|

members and officers will be in-
stalled at the Chamber’s dinner
meeting set for March 23 at the
Plymouth Hilton.

422, up until 5 p.m. Tuesday. That final approval caused some said. rants are still pending.
- Ve g BEEN WONDERING who won
. m ngrgiel‘?ilaE?:;zZn{grmy the election for the Canton Ehamber
| CANTON FINANCE director | School was privy to one of the | 3 5ommerces top offices? Whether
’ Mike Gorman has taken a new ap- first signs of spring. Two | HE ¥ o 0 e e o
proach to the problem of losing students, Lisa Meadors and Kim - Pé EldonoJ Snéon ;l! Amusements 11B SEASON ENDS
weight. Gorman decided something | Lednck, believe the results of | $r¢ Mary Ferna, R Brevities 5B
r had to be done about his expanding | their project — a bouncing baby Newly elected ave Dr. Richard | Busivess 1A The reguiar ‘hasketball seasm
waistline when he stepped on a scale chick — is the first to be born in Kirch y oS Clubs in Action 10B came to an end Friday night with
| for the first time in years last any of the school district incuba- - chardsf“;:tt::dw a'l;m mwz Obituaries 5A the Plymouth Canton Chiefs
month. ‘Solgormm,]mquit(clzarg oy glhdre ey m ont of oz | Chamber treasurer, with Frank AN AR outh Salem Rocks fnish th':gpn:;y::{
pick up his old habit as a possible | eggs, four hatched and oniyyone | McMurray elected president; John Ramb 3A Belleville. For a game report on
aAKeESs cure for the munchies. Gorman said | chick lived. The survivor, known | Schwarts, first vice president; Bill | FINCRE 8B | these final contests plus predic.
it worked — and points to the 30 | as Audubon, is doing well, ac- }m vice president; and Sports 14B tions in Doc’s Corner on the dis!
pounds he has lost in the last five | cording to Lisa. She added that e Travel 1C trict playoffs, which start tomor.
« o All the new Board of Director ‘ |
weeks as evidence. The problem | Alatalo was “really nice” about Classified Sec. C-D row, see the Sports Section in to-

days edition on Pages 1-4B.
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Senators differ on budget

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Pressure is mounting in the Michigan
Senate to approve a resolution calling
for a Constitutional amendment man-
dating a balanced federal budget.

Twenty-seven state legislatures have
already approved similar resolutions.

Local state senators, however, split
over the resolution calling on Congress
to propose a balanced budget amend-
ment or convene a Constitutional Con-
vention to amend the 191-year-old doc-
ument. The proposal is currently
lodged in the senate judiciary commit-
tee.

The resolution was introduced by
State Sens. John Welborn, R-Kalama-
zoo, and Edward Fredericks, R-Hol-
land. It was supported by 18 other state
senators including Donald Bishop, R-
Rochester, and Robert Geake, R-North-
ville.

SUPPORTERS say balancing the
federal budget is the only way to bring
double-digit inflation under control.
They also say adding to the $789 billion
national debt must be avoided in an ef-
fort to bolster the sagging U.S. dollar
on foreign money markets.

Locally, State Sen. Doug Ross, D-Oak
Park, opposes the resolution and State
Sens. William Faust, D-Westland, and

William Huffman, D-Madison Heights,
have taken no public position.

Opponents say a constitutional
amendment would handcuff the
government’s ability to deal with na-
tional emergencies or major reces-
sions. Furthermore, they say, opening
up the Constitution to a convention
would be too radical and could regult in
major changes in the document.

“THE CITIZENS are paying nearly
$1 billion a week in interest alone on
the federal defecit,” Bishop said, “yet
Congress keeps on spending and spend-
ing. The federal government, like state
government — and every household,
for that matter — must learn to live
within its means.”

,The north Oakland senator added
that the country’s “tremendous infla-
tionary and unemployment problems”
resulted from Congress’ free-wheeling
spending policies.”

Geake is more vocal. The western
Wayne County senator said he would
like to see ¢the budget balgnced imme-
diately.

Congress’ spending policies, he said,
“are not the results of true national
need. Instead it's the product of weak
politicians that like to give away
people’s money.”

TO BALANCE the budget, Geake

" said $29 billion should be cut from so-

cial programs. “In the long run,” he
said “they (the poor and minorities)
will be the winners. It'll free up hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that can be

| channeled back into the economy,” he

said.

When questioned why the Depart-

ment of Defense, another large budget
line item, would be spared the knife,
Geake said, “We need a strong national
defense. If we lose our strength and
standing internationally, we could be
taken over by a foreign power.”

ROSS, THE former director of the
Michigan’s Citizens Lobby; argued for
a moderate approach. While he agreed
that Congress should balance the budg-

| et, he said it.could be responsibly done

only over a two- or three-year period.

Deficit spending, he said, is a fact of
life. “Supporters of the resolution keep
saying that government should have to

live within its bounds just like families

do,” he said. “If that we’re true, there
would be no mortgages. Aren’t mort-
gages deficit spending?”

While some congressmen and Presi-

dent Carter are at odds over the pro-
posed federal budget, others are deal-
ing out warnings to state legislatures.
. US. Sen. Edmund Muskie, D-Maine,
chairman of the senate budget commit-
tee, has already warmed the state offi-
cials that any cuts will be made in
areas upon which they depend.

Carter and Congress have already
eliminated “anti-recession, counter-
cyclical” funds — money paid out to
local governments based on unemploy-
ment statistics.' CETA (Comprehensive
Employment Training Act) funds also
have also been pared. They have hinted
that federal revenue sharing may becut
back this year.

According to Muskie, few states
could survive the loss of the federal
grants without eliminating programs
and servicecs or raising taxes.

According to Washington analysts,
revenue-sharing and other states-ori-
ented programs would be hit the hard-
est because the traditionally large
budget items — the Defense Depart-
ment, the Social Security system, and
social services — have in the past gone
untouched by budget-cutters.

(

The IRS tries to make
the tax forms and in-
structions less complicat-
ed so that more taxpay-
ers can prepare their own
returns. However, some
taxpayers may require a
professional tax return
preparer to do the work
for them.

For these taxpayers,
the IRS offers guidance
on selecting a reputable
preparer, since the tax-
payer is solely responsi-

Check preparers, IRS advises

LOOSE RUG CLEANING
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20% Off 10% Off

If you bring it in during March.
SALE THROUGH MARCH
32488 Schoolcraft

Off Season )

I we pick it up.

LA-Z-I
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PURCHASE OF

QoS )leeper”

Sleep

At special savings.

- Sofas

ble for the accuracy and
completeness of his or
her tax return.

A taxpayer should be
suspicious of a preparer
who claims to have IRS
connections or claims to
use the same computer
system as the IRS,
possesses inside knowl-
edge, or knows all the
angles. The IRS also
discourages taxpayers
from using any preparer
who guarantees refunds,

¢
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or bases the preparation DRy g
fee on a percentage of the mgubow wesomee NS
expected refund. And of gl 3
course, taxpayers should \_ 525-1220 * ﬂ

never sign a blank return
or one prepared in pencil.

The law now requires
preparers to sign returns
they prepare and include
thier identification num-
bers. Taxpayers should
double-check their re-
turns for these require-
ments and be sure to get
a copy of the final return.
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Robert Gomoluch of Plymouth suns him-
self from a vantage point on Main Streét as
area residents enjoyed a taste of the first bal-
my weather.

G o e v
b PLYMOUTH |
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A schodl bus sloshes through a
huge puddle caused by the melting
snow.
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Along with spring come roads in bad need of repair, something the thing about March — even if it does snow, you know it.won’t last for
Wayne County Road Commission is already working on. Another nice long.

Staff photos by Gary Caskey

| ‘
Wayne County Commissioner Bill
Joyner — D-27th district, which includes '
the Plymouth and Canton areas — was ap- ,
pointed recently to the corrections com-

Joyner tapped
for committee

LS
Ramblings
| By Caroline Price

' “’\\ Canton Observer Editor

mittee of the board of commissioners.

Joyner expressed his appreciation of the
assignment, saying, “With DeHoCo locat-
ca'y ta es ed in my district, my community sorely . . )
needs this representation.” You won't want to miss this
: . The five-member committee, which re- ;
Did you know eating too much Cosmic Candy properties of candy or the worm content of ham- ports to the public safety and judiciary . ex cellent oppor tu nlty to save
could make your stomach burst? burgers and bring a mighty corporation to its committee, was established in June 1978, ‘
That's the latest rumor making its way kn;‘f ) forcefnk - to develop programs for housing county on a” YOUf essentlal bed and
through the kid circuit. ' 0se companies are 10 nto running big inmates after Detroit announced plans to ‘
I heard it from a voung gentleman who came disclaimers because they fear their best custom- close DeHoCo at the end of the year. bat h linens, now at further
young g ; ers — kids — are going to say, “I'm not gonna ) ; 4 L
into the office with his mother. He said a girl at » Since that time the corrections facilit d d G d
. : eat that stuff. y reauceda prices. c.ome in and |
[ the school was in the hospital because she ate One can almost see the golden arches crum- has operated under a circuit court order to
ton mueh of the Sxey sandy. " bling. continue accepting prisoners while city, take advantage of the values
I asked him if he were sure. The strangest thing about all this is that kids county and state authorities negotiat . A g
“Well, yeah, I heard it from a bunch of kids,” don’t really seem to care about the things in some agreement. : - now, while selection is good.
he said. Then he sighed. “I decided to give up their food that might really do some damage. Although the facilit
kit y is owned b
Cosmic Candy. All those preservatives protecting Twinkies Detroit, the county generally houses be.
Eating too much of this candy might rot your give kids nary a cause to pause before they dig tween 500-600 prisoners there and reim-
teeth and spoil your appetite. But, as the manu- in. burses the city for their upk ;
facturers of Cosmic Candy point out in the large The same attitude extends to toys. Several explained. i e TSI uphotn, Smer SH EETS ® B E DSPR EADS
ads running in newspapers, it won’t make your children got quite ill or died from swallowing s ) ’
stomach blow up any more than soda pop will. It the little bullets that come with “Battlestar We're exploring all kinds of options, in-
would take more than a few ads, though, to halt Galactica” spaceships. cluding half-way house concepts, work-re- y
the strangehstoriu about favorite edibles that Mattel, the manufacturer of these toys, actu- Le“t: Prt:tgf ams, and complete take-over
flash through the grapevine. ally recalled the bullets. y the state.”
The tales range from McDonald’s hamburgers The average kid, providing the bullets hadn't The state already has full responsibilit ! B LAN KETS ® TOWE Ls
made with ground worms to powdered drink been lost long ago, was not too happy about part- for the female prisoners housedpot::re h{
mix filled with spider parts. . ing with them. Most didn’t. added '
No one knows where the stories originate, but That'’s one story I never heard travel along the T oan® :
) L 1 can't predict the outcome at this
:?:e”t‘:‘;y h':':ke their way into the sc‘hoolts(; :‘:nry i kl(} g?pfet::'e ———— " i point, but rel;ardless of the final dems‘l ision
some horrendous version g | 'vé often wondered why the companies go : " '
home to the family. | so much trouble to disclaim all the strange alle- ;u{s ncelagr::or ::)(;Odo‘:' ltlml;ov‘v:omtﬂt:eigte; - @ C 0 M Fo R TE R s ®
It may seem silly, but it can mean a loss of big | gations made about their products. stressed ’
bucks to the companies who make the products | Those who heard the rumor that set off the ad ;
in question. , | are either too convinced to sway or didn't be- uo:h :fcmti;’mv:;ﬁu mllll "':g_
That’s why said companies spend many dol- | lieve it anyway. bamiion: o T drwntown Dalielt. v,
lars taking out big ads to refute the rumors. Those who didn’t hear the story wonder what commends juvenile justice system needs ‘
This is an encouraging sign. It's easy to feel as the company is delicately trying to dispute (the and considers staffin fundl?g and /
if the big conglomerates are immune to public ads never mention the exact rumor). liminary approval of' amg pa: aCO SO l | S
opinion. If a person doesn’t like a product, or And next week, the kids will go on to some sheﬂff'sde:aprtm“t progr .
| finds it defective, the recourses seem few. new tale of woe about finding rat tails in Popsi- Commitiner. Gkl P sl .
| Buto?eﬂdunsunammorabouttheﬂu _ cles or the like. John Korner, both of Detroit, Mary D
t a of Livonia, and*Kay Beard of Inkster also -
’ A will serve on the committee.
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