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Experts predict 

Home prices to rise9 
but at slower rate 

By DARLENE STINSON 

If you already own a home, you 're 
probably pleased with a forecast of re-
al tors that housing will continue to ap-
preciate at a substantial r a t e in Canton 
and Plymouth this year . 

But if you're a renter who's search-
ing for that first place to call your own, 
you can take heart f rom another pre-
diction of rea l tors that home prices 
may not skyrocket at last year ' s record 
pace. 

John Cole, president of the Western 
Wayne, Oakland County Board of Real-
tors, says housing in Plymouth and 
Canton will probably apprec ia te at 
least 10 to 12 percent this year . 

But in 1978, Cole says homes appre-
ciated an average 20.4 percent in Can-
ton Township and 16.1 percent in 
Plymouth and Plymouth Township. 

In western Wayne and Oakland coun-
ties, Cole said the price of homes in-
creased an average 12 to 15 percent in 
1978 

New homes that a re directly a f fec t -
ed by inflat ionary construction costs 
were included in the Plymouth-Canton 
f igures and probably explain par t of 
the reason why housing in this a rea ap-
preciated so fast , Cole said. 

He added, however, that many home-
buyers view Plymouth and Canton as 
"desirable" a reas that a re worth higher 
housing prices. 

COLE MADE the prediction that 
homes will continue to apprec ia te this 

year despite the high interest r a t e at-
tached to home mortgages . 

Since a year ago, the p r ime (lowest) 
interest r a t e has increased one-and-a-
half percentage points, according to A1 
Marshall , manage r of residential loans 
at Fi rs t Federa l Savings & Loan Asso-
ciation of Detroit. 

The lowest interest ra te now avail-
able to buyers with a 20 percent down 
payment is I O V 2 percent , Marshall 

his clients fall within the 30 to 40 age 
bracket . They have discarded the goal 
of older generat ions to pay off home 
mortgages.-

"The philosophy used to be own your 
home f ree and clear . But the young 
people today never lived through a 
depression." 

As a result, Dividock says people a re 
moving more and buying the most ex-
pensive home they can afford. 

1 

'People are finding they can get more for 
their money in Canton than in other communi-
ties like Plymouth.9 

— Realtor Ken Dividock 

said. Mortgages for buyers with a 10 
percent down payment now ca r ry an 11 
percent interest rate. 

But Cole said that high interest ra tes 
and inflat ionary home prices a r e not 
discouraging buyers. Real es ta te cli-
ents a r e increasingly viewing housing 
as a hedge against inflation and a tax 
shelter. 

Higher mor tgage payments a re pos-
sible for the increasing number of two-
income famil ies , he added. Unmarr ied 
couples a r e pooling their incomes in or-
der to buy homes on a joint ownership 
basis. 

Ken Dividock, a Canton real es ta te 
broker and owner of the Century 21 off-
ice on Ford Road, said the major i ty of 

Rocks win big 

THE REALTOR said his office was 
filled last year with speculat ive buyers. 

Many ordered the construction of 
new homes only to sell them a yea r lat-
er at a $12,000 profi t . Others ordered 
the construction of a new house that 
was la rger than their existing home but 
priced at only a few thousand dollars 
more. 

By the t ime the new house was com-
pleted a year later, the existing home 
may have apprecia ted $10,000 to 
$12,000, Dividock said. Buyers were 
able to realize a profit by t rading their 
smal le r homes for new ones with larg-
er square footage. 

Although rea l tors a re predict ing 
booming sales in 1979, Dividock said 
J anua ry and Februa ry of this year 
were slower than the first two months 
of 1978. 

He predicts that the Canton marke t 
will pick up this spring, however, once 
sellers in Westland — the hottest mar -
ket in western Wayne County right now 
— begin looking for r ep lacement 
homes. 

New Canton residents have tradit ion-
ally come f r o m Westland, Redford and 
other older communi t ies to the east . 
Canton homeowners who want to up-
grade their housing s ta tus often move 
to another location in the township or 
to Plymouth. 

Dividock said the apprecia t ion of 
homes in Canton and Plymouth a r e 
closely tied with the construction of 
new homes. Last year , many builders 
increased the price of their homes by 
$3,000 during a one-month period. The 
price of homes on the used marke t re-
flected inflat ionary construction costs. 

DIVIDOCK ADMITS tha t some 
buyers continue to view Canton as 
"second-best" to Plymouth. He at t r ib-
utes the s t igma some buyers have 
placed on homes a few miles south of 
the Canton-Plymouth border to that 
at t i tude. 

Dividock said the s t igma used to be 
placed on homes located south of Ford 
Road. It has now moved to Cherry Hill. 
But Dividock predicts that the s t igma 
will soon disappear al together. 

"There still is that s t imga, but people 
a re gett ing more open-minded now," he 
said. "People a r e finding they can get 
more for their money in Canton than in 
other communi t ies like P lymouth ." 

Dividock cited 2,500-square-foot co-
lonials that a r e avai lable in one Plym-
outh subdivision fo r $110,000 to 
$115,000. The s ame basic home is 
available in Canton on a smal le r lot for 
$85,000 to $95,000. 

According to Dividock, the average 
price of homes in Canton is now about 
$65,000. 
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L y n n M c G o n n e l l , o n e of a l a r g e c o m p a n y of p r e s -

c h o o l e r s in t h i s a r e a w h o a t t e n d n u r s e r y s choo l , is 

e n g a g e d in o n e of h e r f a v o r i t e a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e G a r -

d e n C i ty C o o p e r a t i v e N u r s e r y , Inc . , w h i c h m e e t s in 
G a r d e n C i t y P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h . (S ta f f p h o t o by 
Bob W o o d r i n g ) 

Co-ops cope with kids 

I t w a s no c o n t e s t a s P l y m o u t h S a l e m w h i p p e d a s t u n n e d L i v o n i a 

B e n t l e y F r i d a y n i g h t , 79-57, in a S u b u r b a n E i g h t L e a g u e s h o w d o w n . 

J i m A n d e r s o n , f o u l e d h e r e by t w o B e n t l e y p l a y e r s , w a s a k e y in t h e 

t r i u m p h . F o r m o r e d e t a i l s , s e e t o d a y ' s s p o r t s s e c t i o n , p a g e I B . (S ta f f 

p h o t o by G a r y C a s k e y ) 

When mor tgage interest r a t e s were 
skyrocketing last summer , some ob-
servers predicted an eventual bust in 
the rea l es ta te marke t that would be 
character ized by p lummet ing home 
prices. 

It may seem ear ly to confront the 
question of which nursery school to 
pick for your youngster. Af ter all 
spring is not even here, much less fall. 

But it is la ter than you think. Nur-
sery school lists all over the a rea a r e 
filling up fast with the names of the cut 
and paste set. Pa ren t s who want their 
pre-schoolers to learn socializing, read-
ing-and motor skills a t the school of 
tjieir choice had bet ter get cracking 
and sign the youngster up. 

A var ie ty of schools awai t your con-
sideration. The two main categor ies 
a re cooperat ive and non-cooperative 
nurseries. The co-ops usually have just 
a few hours of school a day, usually 
one, two or three days a week. Some 
non-co-ops might be open f r o m 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.. 

The co-ops a r e run as non-profit in-
sti tutions by the parents involved. Par -
ents usually have to contr ibute their 
t ime to helping the teacher a t a t least 
one session per month. They generally 
also have to pick up a paintbrush or 
h a m m e r to keep the premises in good 
shape. This is why co-op costs a r e usu-

ally lower than those of non-co-ops. 

Working parents may be more likely 
to opt for a school that for the whole 
working day will keep their child occu-
pied, learning his colors, playing with 
f i re engines and restoring his energies 
with a nap and re f reshments . But not 
all those on the non-co-op list a r e full-
day schools. For example , the Hines 
Park Montessori School in Plymouth 

and the Westland Free Methodist Nur-
sery have shorter sessions. 

F rom these pre-school institutions 
with their tiny chairs and tiny tables 
may come tiny tots with a bit of an 
edge in learning skills over those who 
have not had the nursery exper ience 
Conceivably they could become the 
wunderkind of kindergarten 

For a listing of a rea nursery school 
turn to today's Suburban Life section 

Tax board to review 
arguments on bills 

Canton residents who want to protest 
their tax bills should contact Nancy 
Longwell in the supervisor 's off ice at 
township hall. 

Applications a re avai lable to appear 
before the th ree-member tax board of 
review beginning March 6. 

Tax board m e m b e r s a re residents 
J e r r y Williams, Dick P a l m e r and John 
Blumenshine. The board is empowered 
to amend tax bills because of f inancial 
hardship and to revise inaccura te prop 
er ty assessments. 

Ms. Longwell 's phone number is 397-
1000. 

Short 
takes 

CLOTHES, bedding, pots and 
pans, as well as other assorted 
household i tems, a r e being accepted 
a t the f irehall at Canton Center and 
Cherry Hill for tbe benefi t of the 
Robert Ewald family. 

Rober t and Dar lene Ewald , and 
their f ive sons ranging in age f r o m 8 
to 17, lost all their belongings Feb. 0 
when their fa rmhouse on Geddes 
was des t royed by f i re . Nancy 
Longwell, s ec re t a ry to Supervisor 
Noel Culbert, organized the dr ive to 
help the Ewalds , who a r e t emporar -
ily living in a rented Plymouth 
house. Persons who would like to 
contr ibute money a r e asked to cal l 
Ms. Longwell a t 397-1000. 

I F YOU MISS the solar eclipse 
taking place around noon today, 
Feb. 26, don't hold your breath 
until the next one. We won't be 
seeing another solar eclipse until 
the year 2,017, much to the 
dismay of impatient types. We'll 
only be seeing a partial eclipse in 
this neck of the woods, but it's 
still interesting s t u f f . Remember, 
please, not to look directly at the 
sun and keep an eye on the kid-
dies who might be tempted to 
stare at the glare. 

CENTER STAGE, the huge enter-
ta inment complex that opened in 
Canton last week, had a few prob-
lems with parking a t the premiere . 
Seems concert goers parked in the 
lot of a nearby a p a r t m e n t complex 
when the Center Stage one filled up, 
much to the d ismay of the apar t -
men t dwellers. There were appar -
ently a few cases where spray paint 
m e t up with some cars , but all is 
now well. The es tabl ishment got a 
few hundred additional parking 
spaces, and everyone seems to be 
happy. 

FATAL ACCIDENT 

An 84-year-old Canton man 
died in an automobile crash last 
week. His daughter , who al-
ledgedly ran a red light a t Ford 
and Sheldon, was driving the car . 
The story is on page 3A. 
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FRANK R. ALLISON 

Funeral services for Mr, Allison, 64 
of Church Street, Plymouth, were held 
recently in Schrader Funeral Home, 
Plymouth, with burial at Riverside 
Cemetery. Officiating was the Rev. 
Theodore D. Taylor II. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Frank 
R. Allison Memorial — Cancer Fund. 

Mr. Allison, who died Feb. 20 in 
Plymouth, moved to the city in 1922 
from Highland Park. An auto dealer, he 

Peter F. Yost 
dies in Florida 

Peter F. Yost, a longtime employee 
of Dunn Steel Products in Plymouth, 
died recently in Naples, Fla., af ter a 
long illness 

Yost, 84 of Plymouth, had retired in 
1978 after spending 33 years with Dunn 
Steel and was staying in Florida during 
the winter months 

Yost joined Dunn Steel as a grinder 
in 1945 and was advanced to plant en " 
gineer in 1955. He held that position un-
til being promoted to tooling and devel-
opment engineer in 1968. 

He was credited with many improve-
ments on header tooling and with the 
design of a speed lathe for tool polish-
ing. The speed lathe was built at one-
fifth the cost of a commercial unit, and 
yet was considered superior in quality. 

Okla.; sister, Barbara Pietrzak of Ster-
ling Heights; and nine grandchildren, 
was in partnership with his father, Er-
nest J. Allison, in the operation of the 
Allison Chevrolet .dealership in Plym-
outh. He was a member and past presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Plymouth, a 
member and past president of the 
Plymouth Community Chamber of 
Commerce, and past president of the 
Plymouth Community Fund. 

Survivors include: wife, Jeanet; 
father, Ernest J. Allison of Plymouth; 
sons, John of St. Helen, E. James of 
Newport Beach, Calif.; daughter, Jill 
Miller of East Lansing; sister, Ruth 
Staudt of Tulsa; and grandchildren, 
Ann Marie Allison and Geoffrey Miller. 

ADMIRAL DEWEY LEMONS 

Funeral services for Mr. Lemons, 73 
of N. Harvey Street, Plymouth, were 
held recently in Lambert Funeral 
Home, Plymouth, with burial at Arbor 
Crest cemetery in Ann Arbor. Officiat-
ing was the Rev. Samuel Stout of First 
United Methodist Church of Plymouth. 

Mr. Lemons, who died Feb. 17 in 
Beyer Hospital, Ypsilanti, had lived in 
Plymouth for many years and once was 
a maintenance worker for the Plym-
outh Post Office. Survivors include: 
wife, Anna; daughters, Barbara Lesiak 
and Betty Bosman; brother, Silas; sis-
ters, May Ellerman of Vincennes, Ind., 
Mary Bilski and Ruth Grayson; and 
grandchildren, Michael Lance, De-
borah Lewis, Patrick Lesiak, Paul and 
Timothy Bosman. 

J a n e t Luce, d i r e c t o r of the C-N-P YMCA, a c c e p t s a check f r o m 
Arn ie Wil l iams, d i r e c t o r of the P l y m o u t h R o t a r y Founda t i on . The 
R o t a r y donat ion of $2,000 will be used to fund the s e r v i c e s of the 
d r i v e r and sen ior c i t i zens c o o r d i n a t o r for the YMCA's van s e rv i ce fo r 
sen ior c i t i zens in the c o m m u n i t y . (Staff photo by G a r y Caskey) 

Early auto leader, 
Frank Allison, dies 

PETER F. YOST 

Yost was a member and past presi-
dent of Northville Fraternal Order of 
Eagles 2504 Twice he was named "Ea-
gle of the Year" in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to the club in 
fulfilling its motto of "People Helping 
People." 

Yost also was a member of the Soci-
ety of Manufacturing Engineers. Survi-
vors include: wife, Mary; sons, Charles 
of Rtdford, James of Calif., William of 
Ma.; daughter, Mary Chapdelaine of 

PETER F. YOST 

Funeral services for Mr. Yost, 64 of 
Plymouth, were held recently in Hod-
ges Funeral Chapel in Naples, Fla., 
with burial at Naples Memorial Gar-
dens. 

Mr Yost, who had been living in 
Naples during the winter months, had 
been ill for several months. He was a 
retired engineer for Townsend/Tex-
tron, Dunn Steel Division in Plymouth 
where he had worked for 32 years. He 
was a member of the Society of Manu-
facturing Engineers and the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles 2504 of Northville. 

Survivors include: wife, Mary; sons, 
Charles of Redford, James of Calaba-
gas, Calif., William of Ellicott City, 
Ma.; daughter, Mary Chapdelaine of 
Owasso, Okla.; sister, Barbara Pietrzak 
of Sterling Heights; and nine grandchil-
dren. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer Society. 

Frank Allison, one of Plymouth's 
first automobile dealers, died Feb 20 
af ter a long illness. 

Allison, 64, was the son of Ernest Al-
lison who started the Allison Chevrolet 
dealership more than 50 years ago. 

Funeral services were held in 
Schrader Funeral Home with burial 
Friday at Riverside Cemetery. 

ALLISON'S death dropped the last 
link in the colorful chain of early auto 
dealers here. 

That group included Ernie Allison, 
who is still living though well into his 
90s, and Paul Wiedman, who died some 
years ago and for whom the parking lot 
behind the Mayflower Hotel has been 
named. 

While Wiedman was peddling Fords 
as one of the original outstate dealers, 
Ernie Allison championed the Chevro-
let until his retirement more than a 
decade ago. 

FRANK ALLISON was born into the 
automobile business. 

While his place of birth is Highland 
Park, he was brought to Plymouth in 
1922. Even as a young boy of age seven, 
he was taken to the Chevrolet dealer-
ship and worked with his father until 
the business was sold and moved out of 
town to where it now is operating as 
LARiche Chevrolet. 

The younger Allison was active in 
civic affairs as a member for many 
years of the Rotary Club of Plymouth 
until struck down by illness more than 
a year ago. From then on, he fought a 
losing battle. 

The family asks that memorials be 
sent to the Frank R. Allison Memorial 
Cancer Fund. 

Survivors include: wife, Jeanet; 
father, Ernest; sons, John of St. Helen, 
and E. James of Newport Beach, Cal.; 
and a daughter, Jill Miller of East 
Lansing 
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FRANK R. ALLISON 

THERMO INSULATED 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

CAREFREE A L U M I N U M T ILT 
W I N D O W S FEATURE EASY 
CLEANING 

WINTER SALE 
- F R E E -

STORM DOOR 
WITH PURCHASE OF 

6 WINDOWS 

537-0419 
WALTON INSTALLATION CO. 

Art-a-Facts 
GEORGIA O'KEEFE PAINTED OBJECTS OF 
REALITY AND GAVE THEM A NEW 
SIGNIFICANCE. HER EARLY ABSTRACTIONS 
ARE AMONG THE MOST ORIGINAL 
MANIFESTATIONS OF NATIVE MODERNISMS IN 
AMERICA. 

Northwest Blue Print 
Artist and Drafting Supplies 

13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia 

525-1990 

1 0 % OFF 
on 

Glassfyre 
Glass Doors 

TOWN N COUNTRY 
Hardware & Fireplace 

27740 FORD ROAD • GA 2-2750 

The Anne Klein espadrille: 
a classic elevated to 

new heights in linen. 

is Celebrating 

It's 7 t h Anniversary 

Witti A Super 

$500OFF 
With This Ad 

Plus A Chance To Win A Weekend, 
All Expenses Paid, Trip To Chicago, 
Illinois For 2 Days and 2 Nights. A 
Fun Trip To A Fun City. Drawing Will 
Be Held On March 31, 1979 

WE EXCLUSIVELY 
USE FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN'S HAIR 

9 3 7 - 8 7 7 0 

ttREDKEN products 
Clo—d 8gn-Mon 
TUM.WM-9-6 
Thurs.Frt-i-9 
Sat -9-4 

Casual and comfortable as ever. . . 
the wedge narrowed and perfectly 

pitched to favor a leg in skirts 
and dresses. Linen woven in navy, 

natural, black, or white, $48. 

ENTRIES MUST HAVE HAIR STYLED TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN 
FILL OUT BELOW AND BRING IN TO-THE HAIR 8HOP 

26729 PLYMOUTH RD. REDFORD 

NAME 

ADDRESS M i -

PHONC 

DRAWING MARCH 31,1979 • NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 

Y expanding 
help for aged 

The Canton-Northvil le-Plymouth 
YMCA has obtained funds to expand its 
senior citizen services in the tri-com-
munity area. 

Beginning in early March more ex-
tensive coverage will be given to home-
maker and chore services, reports 
Janet Luce, director of the CNP 
YMCA. 

Homemaker assistance will include 
light housekeeping, laundry, occasional 
meal preparation, telephone reas-
surance and friendly in-home visits to 
the lonely. 

NON-CONTINUOUS chore services 
will include such duties as: 

Snow removal; lawn care; minor 
household repairs such as replacing 
washers in faucets, hand and tub rail 
installation; putting up and taking 
down storms and screens; window and 
wall washing. 

Help also will be available to clean 
attics and basements to remove fire 
hazards. These services do not include 
interior or exterior painting. 

While the YMCA can supply the la-
bor for requests, notes Mrs. Luce, lim-
ited funds prevent it from furnishing 
cleaning supplies or any part needed 
for repairs. These costs would be the 
responsibility of the senior citizen 

THE YMCA will continue its van 

transportation program for senior citi-
zens in the Plymouth-Northyille area 

The van operates Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. transport-
ing senior citizens to grocery stores, 
doctor offices, drugstores, banks, post 
office and hair-care salons. 

At least a 48-hour request is required 
for scheduling 

The YMCA's program is funded by 
Title III funds and by the Plymouth 
Community Fund Additional financial 
support comes from the cities of Plym-
outh and Northville, Plymouth Town-
ship, and the Rotary Club of Plymouth 
which just Friday donated $2,000 for 
the van service 

Mrs. Luce stresses the YMCA is grat-
ified by the support from the communi-
ty 

"Title 111 funds were initially intend-
ed as deed money and in the near futre 
will be withdrawn entirely Therefore, 
for the program to continue, it will be 
necessary for the participating com-
munities, the Community Fund, and in-
terested organizations to absorb the 
costs. 

"And individual donations will be 
appreciated. These contri butions also 
help maintain the program." 

The YMCA s home service program 
for senior citizens now serves about 
500 persons. Service is available to 
anyone 60 years or older 

Jacobson's 

Ethan Allen 
winter 

ends Sunday 

March 4th! 

Prices wi l l never t)( 

lower sav ings 

wi l l never be qreate 

on an ot 

s tand ing selet ' m 

of f ine Ethan Al len 

furn i ture 

Member Intern 
Oe-yiQ" Socieh 

< SHOP 
ON 

SUNDAY 
12 to 4 

OPEN MON THRU FRI 

SAT TIL 

VISA • M A S K R C H A R G t • C O N V f N I F N I 11 R M S • OR 9 0 D A T S S A M f AS C A S H 

earthside 
Michigdn's Larqest Ethan Allen Dealer 

LIVONIA • 15700 Middlebelt Road • PHONE 422-8770 
UTICA • 50170 Van Dyke • PHONE 739-6100 
SOUTHFIELD • 15600 W. 12 Mile Road • PHONE 557-1800 
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The c r u m p l e d c a r d r i v e n by He len Lou i se R e e d is 
t a k e n a w a y by a t o w i n g t r u c k a f t e r t he a c c i d e n t a t 

F o r d and Sheldon W e d n e s d a y , F e b . 21. (Staff photo by 
Art E m a n u e l ) 

Man, 84 , dies in crash 
An 84-year-old Canton man was killed in an auto-

mobile crash Wednesday afternoon a f te r his daugh-
ter allegedly ran a red light at Ford and Sheldon 
roads. 

According to police, William Graves of 41430 
Ayrshire died in Wayne County General Hospital 
Wednesday following the 2:45 p.m. crash. 

His daughter — Helen Louise Reed, 59, who lives 
at the Ayrshire address —, was admitted to the hosr 
pital where she was listed in critical condition 
Thursday. 

Police say four witnesses agree that Ms. Reed 

ran a red light at Ford Road as she was driving 
south on Sheldon. 

A westbound 1976 Plymouth driven by Patrick 
Turcott, 62, of Chelsea struck Ms Reed's vehicle, 
police said. 

Turcott and his wife, Mary, were taken to the 
hospital for injuries and later released. 

Canton Police Chief Walter MacGregor said the 
Wayne County Prosecutor 's Office has decided 
against issuing a warrant for Ms. Reed's arrest . 

"The approach is she's suffered enough because 
she lost her father," MacGregor said. 

Recount lawsuit still pursued 
by former trustee candidate ! 

By the t ime a final decision is made on whether 
absentee ballots f rom a 1976 Canton general election 
should be recounted, the term of office under dispute 
will probably have ended. 

The seat of Canton Trustee now held by Eugene 
Daley has been the subject of a courtroom battle ever 
since he won it. 

The legal dispute revolves around J a m e s Poole, who 
ran against Daley on the Republican ticket and lost by 
11 votes; a sealed bag of absentee ballots; and the in-
terpretation of a Michigan law governing election 
recounts. 

Poole and his attorney, J a m e s Bundarin, have thus 
far lost their bid to have the absentee ballots recount-
ed. The case failed in Wayne County Circuit Court, and 
all parties were informed this month that the the 
Michigan Court of Appeals has decided to uphold the 
circuit court decision. 

Poole intends to take the case to the Michigan Su-
preme Court, although Daley's chances of losing office 
before it expires are slim. 

Poole says his legal battle has become a mat ter of 
principal. 

The lawsuit was filed against »members of tbe 
Wayne County Board of Canvassers shortly a f t e r the 
1976 election, in which almost 30 percent (1,308) of the 
votes cast were by absentee ballot. 

The reason for the large absentee showing was a 
write-in campaign by several candidates. 

Poole believes the manner in which write-in and 

straight ticket voting is conducted may have caused 
some votes to go to the wrong candidates. 

The board of canvassers, which certifies elections, 
would not allow the recount for several reasons. 

According to the board, ballot boxes holding bags 
with absentee ballots were sealed properly, but the 
ballot bags were not; there were 15 more names on the 
poll list than ballots found in the ballot box; and the 
poll list did not indicate that any absentee ballots had 
not been returned. 

As it turned out, the 15 names belonged to precinct 
workers who had signed the poll list and voted directly 
on the machines used to count absentee ballots. 

These factors, under s tate law governing recounts, 
were considered reason not to go through the ballots 
again. 

The bag of absentee ballots isVill kept in the safe of 
the Canton Clerk's department. 

One member of the court of appeals did write a 
dissenting opionion to the majori ty decision. 

Appelate judge Donald E. Holbrook, who wrote the 
dissent, suggested that the names of the election work-
ers who voted improperly be struck from the poll 
book. 

"The absent voters' ballots recorded at the counting 
board would be recountable since two of the three 
mandatory requirements to allowing a recount have 
been met ," the dissent said. 

But until the case makes its way before the State 
Supreme Court, Daley has nothing to worry about. 

Ramblings 
By Caroline Price 

Canton Observer Editor 

There's hope for them 
During the height of the college football season, one 

of the reporters came into the office moaning. 
"I 've just got to stop this," she announced. "When 

my team (Michigan State) doesn't win, my whole day 
is ruined. 

"I 've just got to stop being a fair-weather fan." 
A fair-weather fan is, in her words, someone who 

gloats unbearably when his or her team is on top, but 
goes into a deep, dark, depression when tbe same team 
blows it. 

Actually, the reporter (who shall remain nameless 
lest I get killed) has made an important first step by 
her admission. 

All alcoholics, drug addicts, gamblers and overeat-
ers must first admit to having a problem before they 
can be cured. The sidelines sports addict is no excep-
tion. 

This part icular reporter is not alone in her addic-
tion. Our office would make a pretty good nucleus for 
a "sports addicts anonymous" chapter . 

On one hand we have the Michigan people. The rest 
of us a re sure not to talk to them the morning a f te r the 
Rose Bowl. 

On the other hand is our die-hard Michigan State 
faction, of "some call it corn, we call it maize" fame. 

Now, these divided loyalties can tend to cause con-
flict which become^ noticeably more obvious as a foot-
ball or basketball game between the two Big Ten insti-
tutions approaches. 

They leave little*notes on each other 's desks ex-
pressing their opinions of the other team. 

They tell jokes in which the name of the rival team 
is substituted for the name of whatever scapegoat was 
originally the butt of the joke. 

Even this semi-serious rivalry is not half as bad as 
the a f te rmath of those famous games. 

I don't h a r e to watch the news to know who won the 
game. All I have to do is look at the faces of people as 
they come into work. 

The person with a propriatary interest in the win-
ning team comes in beaming. He or she will do things 
such as paste up headlines proclaiming the victory or 
call the person with the losing team the second the 
game is over. 

The whole idea is to gloat as much as possible be-
fore the next game. 

The vicarious winners get a lot of mileage over a 
victory. The vicarious losers try to accept all the rib-
bing with good-nature, but one can see the thin veneer 
of control begin to slip away as the gloating continues. 

At least as we go to press, no one has become physi-
cally violent. 

This intense devotion to a team is a little confusing 
to those of us who have no special loyalty to any ath-
letic event. Take me, for instance. 

When everyone around me talks about "The Game," 
I 'm embarrassed to ask which game they are refert-ing 
to. 

"Why you know — THE game," they respond, in 
complete amazement that anyone could be so totally 
out of it. 

The only consolation I've had is that football is over, 
basketball is almost over and the only thing left to root 
for this summer will be baseball. 

Since everyone in the office seems to throw their 
support to the Tigers, they have to gloat or gulp at the 
same time. 

Office on Aging director 
gets commissioners' fire 

By LYNN ORR 

Despite the praise Dante DiVitto has 
received from Plymouth area person-
nel for his work on senior citizen pro-
grams, three Wayne County commis-
sioners a re calling for his resignation 
as director of the county's Office on 
Aging. 

However Commissioner Bill Joyner, 
D-Plymouth, is softening the blow, in-
sisting that DiVitto now is just one ex-
ample of how the county's system fails 
to provide a check on office adminis-
trators. 

Joyner represents the 27th District 
which includes Plymouth, Canton and 
Plymouth townships, part of Westland 
and communities in southwest Wayne 
County. 

Directors need only 14 votes on the 
27-member commission and can "bla-
tantly disregard their bosses," Joyner 
said. 

DiVitto just happens to be "the first 
one I hit upon," the commissioner 
bluntly said. 

Joyner, commissioners Mary Dumas, 
R-Livonia, and Kay Beard, D-Inkster, 
have called for a complete audit of 
DiVitto's department. They charged 
earlier that the depar tment has never 
been audited. It was formed in 1973. 

Now the commissioners are narrow-
ing that charge to the Senior Citizens' 
Advocate, a newsletter sent out o*' 
DiVitto's office. 

THE THREE commissioners also 
threw barbs at the county's Vial of Life 
program, although DiVitto says criti-
cism should be aimed at the county's 
Area Agency on Aging, not on his 
department. 

Joyner insists that about 15,000 vials 
contributed to the county by Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield sat in Wayne County 
Hospital's " J " Building, rather than 
moving to nutrition sites for distribu-
tion throughout the county. 

DiVitto challenges the number. He 
says 7,000 vials were held back, al-
though he said he was told to retain 
those for distribution to local hospitals. 

Joyner and DiVitto squared off on 
another charge involving a state-fund-
ed pilot project. The program calls for 
two meals a day being delivered to 
home-bound senior citizens. DiVitto 
targeted Hamtramck and Highland 
Park for the pilot project. 

The two cities were chosen because 
they have the highest proportion of 

low-income, homebound senior citi-
zens, DiVitto said. 

DANTE DiVITTO 

Joyner wanted some of the money 
targeted for western Wayne County, 
citing desperate cases of senior citizens 
in Sumpter Township. 

DiVitto just shrugs his shoulders at 
the charge 

"You never can make everyone 
happy." 

DiVITTO POINTS to, the success of 
the nutrition program ih general and 
several special cases where the county 
particularly helped residents of its 
western portion. 

In Plymouth, he provided a driver 
for the city's new van for senior citi-
zens. Sharon Thomas, director of the 
Tonquish Creek Manor senior citizen 
nutrition site, was delighted with his 
cooperation. 

"I 've never had a problem with him 
or his office," she stated flatly. She 
quizzed her staff about the nutrition 
complaints that commissioners have 
cited in their opposition to DiVitto. 

"As far as we know, we've never 
received a complaint about the food." 

TERRY CARROLL, head of grant 
projects in Canton Township and for-
mer senior citizens director in the City 
of Plymouth, also refutes conflicts with 
the Office on Aging. 

A few years ago when the nutrition 
program did run into problems with 
food quality, including a high propor-
tion of starches, Carroll found DiVitto 
willing to help. 

The office was forced to use federal-
ly-supplied surplus food, he says, which 
created some of the problems. DiVitto 
also must bid out the catering to the 

lowest bidder, Carroll pointed out 
Some of the problems were solved 

with the county's "scratch cooking' 
program initiated by the Office on 
Aging, Carroll said 

Although Carroll would like to see 
more project money headed out west, 
he called the battle a "boondoggle '' 

"I wouldn't want his job of trying to 
satisfy everybody I don't know what he 
could have done to make it better " 

There simply isn't enough money to 
go around to alleviate all of the prob-
lems of senior citizens, Carroll said 

DiVITTO BELIEVES the commis-
sioners are unaware of much of the 
work of his office 

Commissioners have little under 
standing of the effort, failures, and suc-
cesses of the office over the past six 
years, he added 

Although Joyner points to Livonia's 
pullout from the nutrition program, 
DiVitto points to Livonia senior citi-
zens being transported to the day cen-
ter in Westland for activities. 

"Mary Dumas probably doesn't even 
know about that." DiVitto said 

"The needs in western Wayne County 
area great ." DiVitto added. '(There are 
people that are low income, but the 
numbers are much smaller " 

A $1.6 million budget of federal and 
state funds comes into Wayne County 
through the Area Agency pn Aging 
DiVitto a t tempts to distribute his share 
of that money (about 3 0 percent) 
among the communities outside Detroit 
as he sees fit 

Scout pack 
holds derby 

Boys from Cub Scout pack 1450 re-
cently participated in a Pinewood Der-
by. The derby features cars carved 
from blocks of wood, made by the 
scouts. 

First place trophy went to Greg 
Towler for the fastest car. The second 
place silver medal was awarded to Bri 
an Edoff and third place, a bronze 
medal, was^awared to Charles Hick 
man. 

Other boys to reach the semifinals 
were Billy Brobst. Jeff Gray. Ricky 
Najarian, Chris Moran. Mike Koppel-
man, Trevor Sybrandt and Mike Zielke 
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CHOICE SALE 

LA-Z-BOY 
La-Z-Rocker 

Big on comfort The back 
adjusts to the weight of your 
body It swivels, too You'll 

wonder how you 
ever got along 
without one At 
t h e s e s a l e 
prices, now you 
don't have to 

I 

• IT SWIVELS 
• I T ROCKS 

• IT FLEXES 
ITS BACK 

FOR YOU 

Don't let the petite styl-
ing fool you, it's as 
comfortable as it is 
beautiful. You won't 
have to pamper the 
durable nylon velvet 
fabric. Choose from 4 
colors. 

Roomy traditional 
rolled arm Lawson 
style with extra 
detail, so much 
quality, so many 
features for under 
$200.00. Select 4 
c o l o r s of Scotch 
gerd t r e a t e d 
Nylpn Velvet 

Graceful wing bacK 
colonial Use in for-
mal casual area • 
it's both rugged and 
handsome Durable 
100% nylon tweed 
with Scotchgard 
soil resistant treat-
ment - Choose 3 
colors. 

SAVE 
EVEN MORE 

IN PAIRS 

Above Featured 

CHAIRS 
PAIR 

*365 

Every LA-Z-ROCKER © Sale priced from *18995 to *21995 

I t M M HO 

r i i i 

> w m 
AT HOOVER 

574-2440 

NOV! 
1-96 AT MOVI RD. EXIT 

NEXT TO 12 OAKS MALL 
UNDER WATER TOWER 

948-3700 

VANHORN AT FORT 
(TRAFFORO so. c m ; 

676-6900 

OPEN WEEKDAYS 10 AM 
EVE TO 9—SAT. TO 6 

SUNDAYS 12-5 
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Readers' forum 
Seniors coordinator 

defended 

Editor: 
This le t ter is in protest to the 

forced resignation of Dale Hall, the 
senior citizens coordinator. It was a 
gross injustice to the seniors as well as 
to Mrs Hall. 

She is a very capable and talented 
person giving the seniors direction and 
leadership to the many organizations 
that could help solve some of their 
problems, whether they be legal or oth-
erwise. Many of these r e fe r r a l s were 
f ree for the asking. 

Supervisor Noel Culbert c la ims he 
has had compla in ts about Mrs. Hall 
f rom some of the seniors. I Have yet to 
see a person who could please all the 
people all of the t ime. 

Even the president of the United 
States cannot please everyone. If some 
of the seniors felt excluded, it was their 
own fault if they did not coopera te in 
tbe various projects . They should re-
member the phrase, "In order to have a 
friend you must be a f r iend." 

The reason that was given to the 
seniors at the township meet ing was 
that a secret meet ing was held by 
them. No such thing. 

Two representa t ives of each group 
met to discuss the priori t ies the seniors 
wanted to bring up at the council meet-
ing. There was nothing secret about it. 

The following day the group me t in a 
special meet ing with Mike Gouin, the 
new recreat ion director , and Culbert to 
discuss the priorit ies before bringing 
them up before the rtouncil that was to 
meet the follwoing night. 

Gouin and Culbert decided that too 
many hours were spent on the senior 
program. The hours were set a t 38 
hours for the two coordinators per 
week. All agreed to try to work it out. 

The new hour schedule was to begin 
Jan . 1, but instead, on Dec. 29, Mrs. 
Hall was called to Mr. Gouin's off ice 
and was asked to resign. Why wasn ' t 
she given a chance to work on the new 
schedule? Is that being fa i r? 

Culbert insists the resignation was 
Gouin's decision and he concurred with 
it. If the t ruth is known, it was politics 
that had everything to do with it. I 
think if politics had been kept out of 
this, Gouin and Mrs. Hall could have 
worked out their d i f ferences (if there 
were any) sat isfactor i ly without any 
political overtones. 

Culbert said too much money was 
being spent on the senior citizens' pro-
gram, yet when the new adminis t ra t ion 
was anchored in office, the f i rs t thing 
they did was vote themselves a hand-
some 233 percent ra ise in sa lary . 

You have taken it away f rom the 
seniors in order to fa t ten your own 
pockets. 

J a m e s Donahue was voted in as 
t reasurer of Canton last fall and now 
he can' t sa t isfactor i ly fulfill his obliga-
tions to the citizens. He says he doesn't 

Credits for care 
Some taxpayers can 

claim child or disabled 
dependent ca re expenses 
on their 1978 tax return, 
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice said 

The credit is avai lable 
to marr ied couples who 
file jointly, where one 
spouse workds ful l- t ime 
and the other works part-
t ime or is a ful l- t ime stu-
dent, or where both work 
par t - t ime. 

The credit also applies 
to a divorced or separa t -
ed parent who has custo-
dy of a child under 15, 
even though the parent 
may not be entitled to a 
dependency e x e m p t i o n 
for the child. The parent 
claiming the credit must , 
however, have custody 
for a longer period during 
the year than the other 
parent . 

A deserted spouse is el-
igible for the credit when 

the desert ing spouse is 
absent for the last six 
months of the taxable 
year . 

The credit is 20 per 
cent of eligible expenses. 
The max imum credit that 

may be taken is l imited 
to $400 for one dependent . 

Additional information 
is avai lable in the f r ee 
IRS P u b l i c a t i o n 503, 
Child Care and Disabled 
Dependent Care. 

have enough t ime ?because he is work-
ing on another job. Too bad. So now the 
council hired an inexperienced deputy 
t reasurer , who c la ims she knows noth-
ing of public adminis t ra t ion work, to 
help him out at another handsome sal-
a ry of $7,000 a year . If the adminis t ra-
tors were so eager to save money for 
the township, why doesn't Donahue quit 
his other job and devote his t ime to the 
one he was elected to do or be made to 
resign? 

I truly believe if Mrs. Hall had been 
given a chance to init iate the shorter 
hours, things could have been worked 
out to their sat isfact ion, but she was 
not given a chance to cooperate with 
them. I think politics played a big par t 
in this unnecessary commotion. 

NAME WITHELD BY REQUEST 

CARPET CLEANING 
SALE 

15% Off February 

10% Off March 

Steam Cleaning or Shampoo Method 

32485 Schoolcraft 
T G A C U A 0 W Livonia 

& 525-1220 
C A R P E T C L F A N E R S 

Off Season 
LOOSE RUG CLEANING 

SALE 
20% Off 15% Off 
If you bring it in during Feb If we Dick it up 

SALE THROUGH FEBRUARY 

WIN TICKETS 
TO THE 

Capakes 

YOUR H O M E T O W N 
NEWSPAPER WILL GIVE 
A W A Y 4 SETS OF TICKETS IN 
ITS CLASSIFIED SFCTION 
BEGINNING MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 26. WINNERS 
NAMES WILL BE POSTED IN 
THE CLASSIFIED COLUMNS. 
THERE WILL BE 4 WINNERS 
EACH EDITION! 

32486 Schoolcraft 
Livonia Ml 

0% 
I oc«t»d m 

I nonn 
Commerce 

Wesi Office 
' ample 

525-1220 

J i • 

featuring 

m 

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS 
BY ALLIANCE 

• MODEL GS 450 

$17500 
INSTALLED 

SOLID STATE 

CONTROLS 

$ 1 8 5 . 0 0 
DIGITAL 

CONTROLS 

1 YEAR WARRANTY 

Mid-Winteir 
INSULATION 
Special 

F per 1000 sq.'ft. ceiling 
6" blown fiberglas 

FREE ESTIMATES 

TO QUALIFY SEND YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: 

ICECAPADES 
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS 

36251 SCHOOLCRAFT ROAD 
LIVONIA, Ml 48150 

O t i s c i U f r ^ t c f f i i i n c — 

C l a s s i f i e d 
(Sds 

6 4 4 - 1 0 7 0 O a k l a n d County 
591 -0900 W a y n e County 

8 5 2 - 3 2 2 2 R o c h e a t e r / A v o n 

• > 1 Sales & 
S e r v i c e ALADDIN "GENIE 

Serving Tri-County Areas 

WESTLAND PARTS & PONTIAC 
722-0610 SERVICE 335-9079 

Roll Insulation Available for Do-lt-Yourselters 

4 7 8 - 6 0 4 6 • 2 2 7 - 4 8 3 9 

Jones Insulation Supplies 

Fashion 

BOOTS 
Freeb ies ! JACKETS 

>/< 

CAPEZI0 

\ 

Obscrlicr&iicrciitric 
Classified 'Ads cWork! 

l l n L T i l i 11 — i — i 

n c t p t n c retarded. Volunteers are Needed 
Y o u I I know the joy of sharing 

that comes with giving 

yourself and your spare t ime 

to help our retarded citizens 

Be a volunteer for the 1979 

Telethon for Retarded Citizens. 

June 2 / 3 , 1979, Channel 20 

For in format ion, call (313) 

964 4453 or write P O Box 

420 . Detroit. Michigan 48226 

PUT A LITTLE 
SUNSHINE 

IN YOUR LIFE 

Free publications from 
the Internal Revenue 
Service on just about 
every lax sub|ect Send 
lor them by mail usinq 
the order lorm in your 
tax package 

Prepared as a public service by 
the Iniernal Revenue Service 

MEN S BOOT CUT 
LEVIS $ 1 2 9 8 

1 ^ a n d up 

WYOMING WESTERN WEAR 
31606 Grand River 

"The Plaza of Farmington'' 
2 blks. W. of Orchard Lake Road 

Mon-Thurs-Fri 4 7 g . g 4 4 ( ) Tues-Wed-Sat. 
10-9 10-fi 

I - l i ALL —SOFTBALL 
1 1 \ 1*4ik* I W H 4 i s h \ i l i o n 

<it Y LIVONIA FAMILY 
I Sh i r k 

21.1 211.1 

TO ASSURE YOUR SPOT, SPECIAL 
REGISTRATIONS THIS SATURDAY-

MARCH 3rd 9 - 2 P.M. 

DEADLINE 
APRIL 7th 

BOYS & GIRLS 
5 TO 12 YEARS OLD 

FEfc *9°° MEMBER 
*19«> NON-MEMBER 

FOR MORE 
INFO CALL 

261-2161 

FOR MORE THAN 
ONE CHILD 

$ 7.00 MEMBER 
$17.00 NON-MEMBER 

Great 
Styles! 

Great 
Saving! 
Now! 

$AVE, SAVE, SAVE 
ADULTS & 

CHILDREN 15% • 50°/c OFF 

JACKETS, PANTS, ONE-PIECE SUITS, 
HELMETS, GLOVES, MITTENS, SWEATERS & HATS 

HURRY NOW! SUPPLIES LIMITED! 

Effective April 1: 

New weekly 
California rates 

from Hertz. 
And there's no charge for mileage. 
Sub-Compact 

$ 

Only 99 
& w e e k 

Air-condlt loned 

Granada 
(or s im i la r c lass car) 

ai A mnir WLLR 

Air-conditioned 

Fairmont 
(2-door or s im i la r c lass car) 

a week 

Air-conditioned 

Thunderbird 
$ 

(or similar class car) 

a week 

Save with the Superstar when you rent 
by the week and see all the beautiful 
sunny California places you've always 
wanted to see. 

Call 800-654-3131 
Or call your t rwd consultant. 

Going to Florida or Hawaii? 
Check our special Florida and Hawaii 
Touring Rates, too. When it comes to 
making your vacation brighter, nobody 
does it better than Hertz. 

Broncos and V&ns.too! 
Call Hertz and ask about rates and availability 

down 

rrmm 
UMJ 

The Superstar In rent-a-car.' 

GoBooit wlthSNO- TRAILS, Inc. 
HERTZ RENTS FOROS AWD OTHER FlNC CARS 

ifRi/ifinMM. +r% 

24490 Five Mile Road 
(2 Blocks West of Telegraph) 

532-4555 
C a , i , ° ' n , a Touring Rates. These rates are available at part icipating Hertz locations throughout 

California. They are non-discountable and subject to change without notice. Gas is not included. Cars 
must be requested at least 7 days In advance and returned to any Hertz location in the renting city, 
ot erwise higher weekly rates or other/addi t ional charges wil l apply. Check Hertz for details. 

i 
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