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Experts predict

Home prices to rise,
but at slower rate

By DARLENE STINSON

If you already own a home, you're
probably pleased with a forecast of re-
altors that housing will continue to ap-
preciate at a substantial rate in Canton
and Plymouth this year.

But if you're a renter who's search-
ing for that first place to call your own,
you can take heart from another pre-
diction of realtors that home prices
may not skyrocket at last year’s record
pace

John Cole, president of the Western
Wayne, Oakland County Board of Real-
tors, says housing in Plymouth and
Canton will probably appreciate at
least 10 to 12 percent this year.

But in 1978, Cole says homes appre-
ciated an average 20.4 percent in Can-
ton Township and 16.1 percent in
Plymouth and Plymouth Township.

In western Wayne and Oakland coun-
ties, Cole said the price of homes in-
creased an average 12 to 15 percent in
1978.

New homes that are directly affect-
ed by inflationary construction costs
were included in the Plymouth-Canton
figures and probably explain part of
the reason why housing in this area ap-
preciated so fast, Cole said.

He added, however, that many home-
buyers view Plymouth and Canton as
“desirable” areas that are worth higher
housing prices.

COLE MADE the prediction that
homes will continue to appreciate this
-

¥

-

year despite the high interest rate at-
tached to home mortgages.

Since a year ago, the prime (lowest)
interest rate has increased one-and-a-
half percentage points, according to Al
Marshall, manager of residential loans
at First Federal Savings & Loan Asso-
ciation of Detroit.

The lowest interest rate now avail-
able to buyers with a 20 percent down
payment is 10% percent, Marshall

his clients fall within the 30 to 40 age
bracket. They have discarded the goal
of older generations to pay off home
mortgages.-

“The philosophy used to be own your
home free and clear. But the young
people today never lived through a
depression.”

As a result, Dividock says people are
moving more and buying the most ex-
pensive home they can afford.

‘People are finding they can get more for
their money in Canton than in other communi-

ties like Plymouth.’

— Realtor Ken Dividock

said. Mortgages for buyers with a 10
percent down payment now carry an 11
percent interest rate.

But Cole said that high interest rates
and inflationary home prices are not
discouraging buyers. Real estate cli-
ents are increasingly viewing housing
as a hedge against inflation and a tax
shelter.

Higher mortgage payments are pos-
sible for the increasing number of two-
income families, he added. Unmarried
couples are pooling their incomes in or-
der to buy homes on a joint ownership
basis.

Ken Dividock, a Canton real estate
broker and owner of the Century 21 off-
ice on Ford Road, said the majority of

Rocks win big

It was no contest as Plymouth Salem whipped a stunned Livonia
Bentley Friday night, 79-57, in a Suburban Eight League showdown.
Jim Anderson, fouled here by two Bentley players, was a key in the
triumph. For more details, see today’s sports section, page 1B. (Staff

photo by giry Caskey)

THE REALTOR said his office was
filled last year with speculative buyers.

Many ordered the construction of
new homes only to sell them a year lat-
er at a $12,000 profit. Others ordered
the construction of a new house that
was larger than their existing home but
priced at only a few thousand dollars
more,

By the time the new house was com-
pleted a year later, the existing home
may have appreciated $10,000 to
$12,000, Dividock said. Buyers were
able to realize a profit by trading their
smaller homes for new ones with larg-
er square footage.

Although realtors are predicting
booming sales in 1979, Dividock said
January and February of this year
were slower than the first two months
of 1978.

He predicts that the Canton market
will pick up this spring, however, once
sellers in Westland — the hottest mar-
ket in western Wayne County right now
— begin looking for replacement
homes.

New Canton residents have tradition-
ally come from Westland, Redford and
other older communities to the east.
Canton homeowners who want to up-
grade their housing status often move
to another location in the township or
to Plymouth.

Dividock said the appreciation of
homes in Canton and Plymouth are
closely tied with the construction of
new homes. Last year, many builders
increased the price of their homes by
$3,000 during a one-month period. The
price of homes on the used market re-
flected inflationary construction costs.

DIVIDOCK ADMITS that some
buyers continue to view Canton as
“second-best” to Plymouth. He attrib-
utes the stigma some buyers have
placed on homes a few miles south of
the Canton-Plymouth border to that
attitude.

Dividock said the stigma used to be
placed on homes located south of Ford
Road. It has now moved to Cherry Hill.
But Dividock predicts that the stigma
will soon disappear altogether.

“There still is that stimga, but people
are getting more open-minded now,” he
said. “People are finding they can get
more for their money in Canton than in
other communities like Plymouth.”

Dividock cited 2,500-square-foot co-
lonials that are available in one Plym-
outh subdivision for $110,000 to
$115,000. The same basic home is
available in Canton on a smaller lot for
$85,000 to $95,000.

According to Dividock, the average
price of homes in Canton is now about
$65,000.

When mortgage interest rates were
skyrocketing last summer, some ob-
servers predicted an eventual bust in
the real estate market that would be
characterized by plummeting home
prices.

01979 Subarb

Lynn McGonnell, one of a large company of pres-
choolers in this area who attend nursery school, is
engaged in one of her favorite activities at the Gar-

Bob Woodring)

den City Cooperative Nursery, Inc., which meets in
Garden City Presbyterian Church. (Staff photo by

Co-ops cope with kids

It may seem early to confront the
question of which nursery school to
pick for your youngster. After all
spring is not even here, much less fall.

But it is later than you think. Nur-
sery school lists all over the area are
filling up fast with the names of the cut
and paste set. Parents who want their
pre-schoolers to learn socializing, read-
ing.and motor skills at the school of
their choice had better get cracking
and sign the youngster up.

A variety of schools await your con-
sideration. The two main categories
dare cooperative and non-cooperative
nurseries. The co-ops usually have just
a few hours of school a day, usually
one, two or three days a week. Some
non-co-ops might be open from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m..

The co-ops are run as non-profit in-
stitutions by the parents involved. Par-
ents usually have to contribute their
time to helping the teacher at at least
one session per month. They generally
also have to pick up a paintbrush or
hammer to keep the premises in good
shape. This is why co-op costs are usu-

ally lower than those of non-co-ops.

Working parents may be more likely
to opt for a school that for the whole
working day will keep their child occu-
pied, learning his colors, playing with
fire engines and restoring his energies
with a nap and refreshments. But not
all those on the non-co-op list are full-
day schools. For example, the Hines
Park Montessori School in Plymouth

and the Westland Free Methodist Nur-
sery have shorter sessions.

From these pre-school institutions
with their tiny chairs and tiny tables
may come tiny tots with a bit of an
edge in learning skills over those who
have not had the nursery experience.
Conceivably they could become the
wunderkind of kindergarten. |

For a listing of area nursery school
turn to today's Suburban Life section.

Tax board to review

arguments on bills

Canton residents who want to protest
their tax bills should contact Nancy
Longwell in the supervisor's office at
township hall. '

Applications are available to appear
before the three-member tax board of
review beginning March 6.

Tax board members are residents
Jerry Williams, Dick Palmer and John
Blumenshine. The board is empowered
to amend tax bills because of financial
hardship and to revise inaccurate prop-
erty assessments.

Ms. Longwell’s phone number is 397-
1000.

Short
takes

CLOTHES, bedding, pots and
pans, as well as other assorted
household items, are being accepted
at the firehall at Canton Center and
Cherry Hill for tbe benefit of the
Robert Ewald family.

Robert and Darlene Ewald, and
their five sons ranging in age from 8
to 17, lost all their belongings Feb. 9
when their farmhouse on Geddes
was destroyed by fire. Nancy
Longwell, secretary to Supervisor
Noel Culbert, organized the drive to
belp the Ewalds, who are temporar-
ily living in a rented Plymouth
house. Persons who would like to
contribute money are asked to call
Ms. Longwell at 397-1000.

IF YOU MISS the solar eclipse
taking place around noon today,
Feb. 26, don't hold your breath
until the next one. We won'’t be
seeing another solar eclipse until
the year 2,017, much to the
dismay of impatient types. We'll
only be seeing a partial eclipse in
this neck of the woods, but it's
still interesting stuff. Remember,
please, not to look directly at the
sun and keep an eye on the kid-
dies who might be tempted to
stare at the glare.

CENTER STAGE, the huge enter-
tainment complex that opened in
Canton last week, had a few prob-
lems with parking at the premiere.
Seems concert goers parked in the
lot of a nearby apartment complex
when the Center Stage one filled up,
much to the dismay of the apart-
ment dwellers. There were appar-
ently a few cases where spray paint
met up with some cars, but all is
now well. The establishment got a
few hundred additional parking
spaces, and everyone seems to be

happy.

FATAL ACCIDENT

An B84-year-old Canton man
died in an automobile crash last
week. His daughter, who al-
ledgedly ran a red light at Ford
and Sheldon, was driving the car.
The story is on page 3A.
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Hlymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

FRANK R. ALLISON

Funeral services for Mr. Allison, 64
of Church Street, Plymouth, were held
recently in Schrader Funeral Home,
Plymouth, with burial at Riverside
Cemetery. Officiating was the Rev.
Theodore D. Taylor II. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Frank
R. Allisen Memorial — Cancer Fund.

Mr. Allison, who died Feb. 20 in
Plymouth, moved to the city in 1922
from Highland Park. An auto dealer, he

Peter F. Yost

dies in Florida

Peter F. Yost, a longtime employee
of Dunn Steel Products in Plymouth,
died recently in Naples, Fla., after a
long illness.

Yost, 84 of Plymouth, had retired in
1978 after spending 33 years with Dunn
Steel and was staying in Florida during
the winter months.

Yost joined Dunn Steel as a grinder
in 1945 and was advanced to plant en-
gineer in 1953. He held that position un-
til being promoted to tooling and devel-
opment engineer in 1968.

He was credited with many improve-
ments on header tooling and with the
design of a speed lathe for tool polish-
ing. The speed lathe was built at one-
fifth the cost of a commercial unit, and
yet was considered superior in qua,lity.

PETER F. YOST

Yost was a member and past presi-
dent of Northville Fraternal Order of
Eagles 2504. Twice he was named “Ea-
gle of the Year” in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to the club in
fulfilling its motto of “People Helping
People.”

Yost also was a member of the Soci-
ety of Manufacturing Engineers. Survi-
vors include: wife, Mary; sons, Charles
of Redford, James of Calif., William of
Ma.; daughter, Mary Chapdelaine of

Okla.; sister, Barbara Pietrzak of Ster-
ling Heights; and nine grandchildren.
was in partnership with his father, Er-
nest J. Allison, in the operation of the
Allison Chevrolet dealership in Plym-
outh. He was a member and past presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Plymouth, a
member and past president of the
Plymouth Community Chamber of
Commerce, and past president of the
Plymouth Community Fund.

Survivors include: wife, Jeanet;
father, Ernest J. Allison of Plymouth;
sons, John of St. Helen, E. James of
Newport Beach, Calif.; daughter, Jill
Miller of East Lansing; sister, Ruth
Staudt of Tulsa; and grandchildren,
Ann Marie Allison and Geoffrey Miller.

ADMIRAL DEWEY LEMONS

Funeral services for Mr. Lemons, 73
of N. Harvey Street, Plymouth, were
held recently in Lambert Funeral
Home, Plymouth, with burial at Arbor
Crest cemetery in Ann Arbor. Officiat-
ing was the Rev. Samuel Stout of First
United Methodist Church of Plymouth.

Mr. Lemons, who died Feb. 17 in
Beyer Hospital, Ypsilanti, had lived in
Plymouth for many years and once was
a maintenance worker for the Plym-
outh Post Office. Survivors include:
wife, Anna; daughters, Barbara Lesiak
dnd Betty Bosman; brother, Silas; sis-
ters, May Ellerman of Vincennes, Ind.,
Mary Bilski and Ruth Grayson; and
grandchildren, Michael Lance, De-
borah Lewis, Patrick Lesiak, Paul and
Timothy Bosman.

PETER F. YOST

Funeral services for Mr. Yost, 64 of
Plymouth, were held recently in Hod-
ges Funeral Chapel in Naples, Fla.,
with burial at Naples Memorial Gar-
dens.

Mr. Yost, who had been living in
Naples during the winter months, had
been ill for several months. He was a
retired engineer for Townsend/Tex-
tron, Dunn Steel Division in Plymouth
where he had worked for 32 years. He
was a member of the Society of Manu-
facturing Engineers and the Fraternal
Order of Eagles 2504 of Northville.

Survivors include: wife, Mary; sons,
Charles of Redford, James of Calaba-
gas, Calif., William of Ellicott City,
Ma.; daughter, Mary Chapdelaine of
Owasso, Okla.; sister, Barbara Pietrzak
of Sterling Heights; and nine grandchil-
dren. Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Society.

Janet Luce, director of the C-N-P YMCA, accepts a check from
Arnie Williams, director of the Plymouth Rotary Foundation. The
Rotary donation of $2,000 will be used to fund the services of the
driver and senior citizens coordinator for the YMCA'’s van service for
senior citizens in the community. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

Early auto leader,

Frank Allison, dies

Frank Allison, one of Plymouth's
first automobile dealers, died Feb. 20
after a long illness.

Allison, 64, was the son of Ernest Al-
lison who started the Allison Chevrolet
dealership more than 50 years ago.

Funeral services were held in
Schrader Funeral Home with burial
Friday at Riverside Cemetery.

ALLISON'S death dropped the last
link in the colorful chain of early auto
dealers here.

That group included Ernie Allison,
who is still living though well into his
90s, and Paul Wiedman, who died some
years ago and for whom the parking lot
behind the Mayflower Hotel has been
named.

While Wiedman was peddling Fords
as one of the original outstate dealers,
Ernie Allison championed the Chevro-
let until his retirement more than a
decade ago.

FRANK ALLISON was born into the
automobile business.

While his place of birth is Highland
Park, he was brought to Plymouth in
1922. Even as a young boy of age seven,
he was taken to the Chevrolet dealer-
ship and worked with his father until
the business was sold and moved out of
town to where it now is operating as
LARiche Chevrolet.

THERMO INSULATED
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

CAREFREE ALUMINUM TILT
WINDOWS FEATURE EASY

CLEANING

537-0419

WALTON INSTALLATION CO.

WINTER SALE
—FREE—
STORM DOOR

WITH PURCHASE OF
6 WINDOWS

AMERICA.
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Art-a-~-Facts

GEORGIA O'KEEFE PAINTED OBJECTS OF
REALITY AND GAVE THEM A NEW
SIGNIFICANCE. HER EARLY ABSTRACTIONS
ARE AMONG THE MOST ORIGINAL
MANIFESTATIONS OF NATIVE MODERNISMS IN

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia

525-1990
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Be Held On March 31, 1979

WE EXCLUSIVELY
USE FOR MEN
AND WOMEN'S HAIR

Closed S8yn-Mon
Tues, Wéd-9-6
Thurs, Fri-8-9
Sat.-9-4

26729 PLYMOUTH RD. REDFORD

is Celebrating

it's Tth Anniversary
With A Super

$500,
With This Ad

Plus A Chance To Win A Weekend,
All Expenses Paid, Trip To Chicago,
Winois For 2 Days and 2 Nights. A
Fun Trip To A Fun City. Drawing Wil

937-8770
LEREDKEN' Pagoics

--------------j

ENTRIES MUST HAVE HAIR STYLED TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN
FILL OUT BELOW AND BRING IN TO-THE HAIR SHOP

F

The younger Allison was active in
civic affairs as a member for many
years of the Rotary Club of Plymouth
until struck down by illness more than
a year ago. From then on, he fought a
losing battle.

The famity asks that memorials be
sent to the Frank R. Allison Memorial
Cancer Fund.

Survivors Jeanet;

include: wife,

father, Ernest; sons, John of St. Helen,
and E. James of Newport Beach, Cal;
and a daughter, Jill Miller of East
Lansing.

10% OFF

Glassfyre
Glass Doors

_ TOWN ‘N’ COUNTRY
Hardware & Fireplace
27740 FORD ROAD « GA 2-2750

The Anne Klein espadrille:
a classic elevated to
new heights in linen.

Casual and comfortable as ever. . .
the wedge narrowed and perfectly

pitched to favor a leg in skirts
and dresses. Linen woven in navy,
natural, black, or white, $48.
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| Y expanding

help for aged

The Canton-Northville-Plymouth
YMCA has obtained funds to expand its
senior citizen services in the tri-com-
munity area.

Beginning in early March more ex-
tensive coverage will be given to home-
maker and chore services, reports
Janet Luce, director of the CNP
YMCA.

Homemaker assistance will include
light housekeeping, laundry, occasional
meal preparation, telephone reas-
surance and friendly in-home visits to
the lonely.

NON-CONTINUOUS chore services
will include such duties as:

Snow removal, lawn care; minor
household repairs such as replacing
washers in faucets, hand and tub rail
installation; putting up and taking
down storms and screens; window and
wall washing.

Help also will be available to clean
attics and basements to remove fire
hazards. These services do not include
interior or exterior painting.

While the YMCA can supply the la-
bor for requests, notes Mrs. Luce, lim-
ited funds prevent it from furnishing
cleaning supplies or any part needed
for repairs. These costs would be the
responsibility of the senior citizen.

THE YMCA will continue its van

transportation program for senior citi-
zens in the Plymouth-Northyille area

The van operates Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. transport-
ing senior citizens to grocery stores,
doctor offices, drugstores, banks, post
office and hair-care salons.

At least a 48-hour request is required
for scheduling.

The YMCA's program is funded by
Title III funds and by the Plymouth
Community Fund. Additional financial
support comes from the cities of Plym-
outh and Northville, Plymouth Town-
ship, and the Rotary Club of Plymouth
which just Friday donated $2.000 for
the van service

Mrs. Luce stresses the YMCA is grat
ified by the support from the communi-
ty

“Title III funds were initially intend-
ed as deed money and in the near futre
will be withdrawn entirely. Therefore,
for the program to contiffue, it will be
necessary for the participating com-
munities, the Community Fund. and in-
terested organizations to absorb the
costs

“And individual donations will be
appreciated. These contri butions also
help maintain the program.”

The YMCA's home service program
for senior citizens now serves about
500 persons. Service is available to
anyone 60 years or older

ends Sunday
March 4th!
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The crumpled car driven by Helen Louise Reed is
taken away by a towing truck after the accident at

Man, 84, dies in crash

An 84-year-old Canton man was killed in an auto-
mobile crash Wednesday afternoon after his daugh-
ter allegedly ran a red light at Ford and Sheldon
roads.

According to police, William Graves of 41430
Ayrshire died in Wayne County General Hospital
Wednesday following the 2:45 p.m. crash.

His daughter — Helen Louise Reed, 59, who lives
at the Ayrshire address — was admitted to the hos,
pital where she was listed in critical condition
Thursday.

Police say four witnesses agree that Ms. Reed

Ford and Sheldon Wednesday, Feb. 21. (Staff photo by
Art Emanuel)

ran a red light at Ford Road as she was driving
south on Sheldon.

A westbound 1976 Plymouth driven by Patrick
Turcott, 62, of Chelsea struck Ms. Reed’s vehicle,
police said.

Turcott and his wife, Mary, were taken to the
hospital for injuries and later released.

Canton Police Chief Walter MacGregor said the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office has decided

against issuing a warrant for Ms. Reed’s arrest. J

“The approach is she’s suffered enough because
she lost her father,” MacGregor said.

Recount lawsuit still pursued

by former trustee candidate

By the time a final decision is made on whether
absentee ballots from a 1976 Canton general election
should be recounted, the term of office under dispute
will probably have ended.

The seat of Canton Trustee now held by Eugene
Daley has been the subject of a courtroom battle ever
since he won it.

The legal dispute revolves around James Poole, who
ran against Daley on the Republican ticket and lost by
11 votes, a sealed bag of absentee ballots; and the in-
terpretation of a Michigan law governing election
recounts. g

Poole and his attorney, James Bundarin, have thus
far lost their bid to have the absentee ballots recount-
ed. The case failed in Wayne County Circuit Court, and
all parties were informed this month that the the
Michigan Court of Appeals has decided to uphold the
circuit court decision. ;

Poole intends to take the case to the Michigan Su-
preme Court, although Daley’s chances of losing office
before it expires are slim.

Poole says his legal battle has become a matter of
principal.

The lawsuit was filed against \members of tbe
Wayne County Board of Canvassers shortly after the
1976 election, in which almost 30 percent (1,308) of the
votes cast were by absentee ballot.

The reason for the large absentee showing was a
write-in campaign by several candidates.

Poole believes the manner in which write-in and

straight ticket voting is conducted may have caused
some votes to go to the wrong candidates.

" The board of canvassers, which certifies elections,
would not allow the recount for several reasons.

According to the board, ballot boxes holding bags
with absentee ballots were sealed properly, but the
ballot bags were not; there were 15 more names on the
poll list than ballots found in the ballot box; and the
poll list did not indicate that any absentee ballots had
not been returned.

As it turned out, the 15 names belonged to precinct
workers who had signed the poll list and voted directly
on the machines used to count absentee ballots.

These factors, under state law governing recounts,
were considered reason not to go through the ballots
again.

The bag of absentee ballots is’still kept in the safe of
the Canton Clerk’s department.

One member of the court of appeals did write a
dissenting opionion to the majority decision.

Appelate judge Donald E. Holbrook, who wrote the
dissent, suggested that the names of the election work-
ers who voted improperly be struck from the poll
book.

“The absent voters’ ballots recorded at the counting
board would be recountable since two of the three
mandatory requirements to allowing a recount have
been met,” the dissent said.

But until the case makes its way before the State
Supreme Court, Daley has nothing to worry about.

Ramblings

By Caroline Price
Canton Observer Editor

There’s hope for them

During the height of the college football season, one
of the reporters came into the office moaning.

“I've just got to stop this,” she announced. “When
my team (Michigan State) doesn’t win, my whole day
is ruined.

“I've just got to stop being a fair-weather fan.”

A fair-weather fan is, in her words, someone who
gloats unbearably when his or her team is on top, but
goes into a deep, dark, depression when tbe same team
blows it.

Actually, the reporter (who shall remain nameless
lest I get killed) has made an important first step by
her admission.

All alcoholics, drug addicts, gamblers and overeat-
ers must first admit to having a problem before they
can be cured. The sidelines sports addict is no excep-
tion.

This particular reporter is not alone in her addic-
tion. Our office would make a pretty good nucleus for
a “sports addicts anonymous” cbapter.

On one hand we have the Michigan people. The rest
of us are sure not to talk to them the morning after the
Rose Bowl.

On the other hand is our die-hard Michigan State
faction, of “some call it corn, we call it maize” fame.

Now, these divided loyalties can tend to cause con-
flict which becomes, noticeably more obvious as a foot-
ball or basketball game between the two Big Ten insti-
tutions approaches.

They leave littlewnotes on each other’s desks ex-
pressing their opinions of the other team.

They tell jokes in which the name of the rival team
is substituted for the name of whatever scapegoat was
originally the butt of the joke. '

Even this semi-serious rivalry is not half as bad as
the aftermath of those famous games.

I don’t have to watch the news to know who won the
game. All I have to do is look at the faces of people as
they come into work.

The person with a propriatary interest in the win-
ning team comes in beaming. He or she will do things
such as paste up headlines proclaiming the victory or
call the person with the losing team:the second the
game is over. '

The whole idea is to gloat as much as possible be-
fore the next game.

The vicarious winners get a lot of mileage over a
victory. The vicarious losers try to accept all the rib-
bing with good-nature, but one can see the thin veneer
of control begin to slip away as the gloating continues.

At least as we go to press, no one has become physi-
cally violent.

This intense devotion to a team is a little confusing
to those of us who have no special loyalty to any ath-
letic event. Take me, for instance.

When everyone around me talks about “The Game,”
I'm embarrassed to ask which game they are referring
to.

“Why you know — THE game,” they respond, in
complete amazement that anyone could be so totally
out of it.

The only consolation I've had is that football is over,
basketball is almost over and the only thing left to root
for this summer will be baseball.

Since everyone in the office seems to throw their
support to the Tigers, they have to gloat or gulp at the
same time,
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Office on Aging director

gets commissioners’ fire

By LYNN ORR

Despite the praise Dante DiVitto has
received from Plymouth area person-
nel for his work on senior citizen pro-
grams, three Wayne County commis-
sioners are calling for his resignation
as director of the county’s Office on,
Aging.

However Commissioner Bill Joyner,
D-Plymouth, is softening the blow, in-
sisting that DiVitto now is just one ex-
ample of how the county’s system fails
to provide a check on office adminis-
trators.

Joyner represents the 27th District
which includes Plymouth, Canton and
Plymouth townships, part of Westland
and communities in southwest Wayne
County.

Directors need only 14 votes on the
27-member commission and can “bla-
tantly disregard their bosses,” Joyner
said.

DiVitto just happens to be “the first
one I hit upon,” the commissioner
bluntly said.

Joyner, commissioners Mary Dumas,
R-Livonia, and Kay Beard, D-Inkster,
have called for a complete audit of
DiVitto's department. They charged
earlier that the department has never
been audited. It was formed in 1973.

Now the commissioners are narrow-
ing that charge to the Senior Citizens’
Advocate, a newsletter sent out of
DiVitto's office.

THE THREE commissioners also
threw barbs at the county’s Vial of Life
‘program, although DiVitto says ecriti-
cism should be aimed at the county’s
Area Agency on Aging, not on his
department.

Joyner insists that about 15,000 vials
contributed to the county by Blue
Cross-Blue Shield sat in Wayne County
Hospital’'s “J” Building, rather than
moving to nutrition sites for distribu-
tion throughout the county.

DiVitto challenges the number. He
says 7,000 vials were held back, al-
though he said he was told to retain
those for distribution to local hospitals.

Joyner and DiVitto squared off on
another charge involving a state-fund-
ed pilot project. The program calls for
two meals a day being delivered to
home-bound senior citizens. DiVitto
targeted Hamtramck and Highland
Park for the pilot project.

The two cities were chosen because
they have the highest proportion of

low-income, homebound senior Cciti-
zens, DiVitto said.

DANTE DiVITTO

Joyner wanted some of the money
targeted for western Wayne County,
citing desperate cases of senior citizens
in Sumpter Township.

DiVitto just shrugs his shoulders at
the charge.

“You never can make everyone
happy.”

DIiVITTO POINTS to, the success of
the nutrition program in general and
several special cases where the county
particularly helped residents of its
western portion.

In Plymouth, he provided a driver
for the city's new van for senior citi-
zens. Sharon Thomas, director of the
Tonquish Creek Manor senior citizen
nutrition site, was delighted with his
cooperation.

“I've never had a problem with him
or his office” she stated flatly. She
quizzed her staff about the nutrition
complaints that commissioners have
cited in their opposition to DiVitto.

“As far as we know, we've never
received a complaint about the food.”

TERRY CARROLL, head of grant
projects in Canton Township and for-
mer senior citizens director in the City
of Plymouth, also refutes conflicts with
the Office on Aging.

A few years ago when the nutrition
program did run into problems with
food quality, including a high propor-
tion of starches, Carroll found DiVitto
willing to help.

The office was forced to use federal-
ly-supplied surplus food, he says, which
created some of the problems. DiVitto
also must bid out the catering to the

lowest bidder, Carroll pointed out

Some of the problems were solved
with the county's “scratch cooking”
program initiated by the Offiee on
Aging, Carroll said.

Although Carroll would like to see
more project money headed out west,
he called the battle a “boondoggle.”

“I wouldn’t want his job of trying to
satisfy everybody. I don't know what he
could have done to make it better "

There simply isn't enough money to
go around to alleviate all of the prob-
lems of senior citizens, Carroll said

DIiVITTO BELIEVES the commis-
sioners are unaware of much of the
work of his office

Commissioners have little under
standing of the effort, failures, and suc
cesses of the office over the past six
years, he added.

Although Joyner points to Livonia's
pullout from the nutrition program
DiVitto points to Livonia senior citi-
zens being transported to the day cen-
ter in Westland for activities.

“Mary Dumas probably doesn't even
know about that,” DiVitto said

“The needs in western Wayne County
area great,” DiVitto added. 'There are
people that are low income, but the
numbers are much smaller.”

A $1.6 million budget of federal and
state funds comes into Wayne County
through the Area Agency un Aging
DiVitto attempts to distribute his share
of that money (about 30 percent)
among the communities outside Detroit
as he sees fit

Scout pack
holds derby

Boys from Cub Scout pack 1450 re
cently participated in a Pinewood Der-
by. The derby features cars carved
from blocks of wood, made by the
scouts '

First place trophy went to Greg
Towler for the fastest car. The second
place silver medal was awarded to Bri-
an Edoff and third place, a bronze
medal, was_awared to Charles Hick
man

Other boys to reach the semifinals
were Billy Brobst, Jeff Gray. Ricky
Najarian, Chris Moran, Mike Koppel
man, Trevor Sybrandt and Mike Zielke

UR CHOICE SALE
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Don't let the petite styl-
ing fool you, its as
comfortable as it is
beautiful. You won't
have to pamper the
durable nylon velvet
fabric. Choose from 4
colors.

Roomy traditional
rolled arm Lawson
style with extra
detail, so much
quality, so many
features for under
$200.00. Select 4
colors of Scotch
gard treated

Nylon Velvet,

| A-Z-BOY

/ ’ La-Z-Rocker®

Big on comfort. The back
adjusts to the weight of your
body. It swivels, too. Youll
wonder how you
ever gnt along
without one. At
these sale
prices, now you
don't have to.

YOUR
CHOICE

3 FAVORITE
STYLES

with

colors.

PAIR

Graceful wing back
colonial. Use in for-
mal casual area -
it's both rugged and
handsome. Durable v
100% nylon tweed .
Scotchgard
soil resistant treat-
ment -

SAVE
EVEN MORE
IN PAIRS

Above Featured

CHAIRS

IT SWIVELS
*IT ROCKS
* IT FLEXES

ITS BACK
FOR YOU

B G

Choose 3

12 k
AT HOOVER
574-2440
NOVI
96 AT NOVI RD. EXIT

NEXT TO 12 OAKS MALL
UNDER WATER TOWER
349-3700

V. T
(TRAFFORD $Q. CTR)
676-8900

OPEN WEEKDAYS 10 AM.
EVE. TO 9-8AT. TO 6
SUNDAYS 125
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