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All-year school may be dropped at Pioneer

By LYNN ORR

A recommendation to drop the Ex-
tended School Year (ESY) at Pioneer
Middle School this fall surprised the
audience and Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education members Monday night.

The proposal stood out among the
recommendations offered by the
district’'s boundary and growth com-
mittee, which presented its five-month
report for board review,

The controversial ESY, operating at
Pioneer since the fall of 1977, makes
year-round use of the school building,
as students attend school nine consecu-
tive weeks followed by three-week
breaks throughout the year.

Adding Hulsing Elementary to the
six elementary schools employing ESY,
proposed boundary changes involving
more than 750 students and converting
laboratories and teacher centers into
classrooms at the high school complex
capped the long list of recommenda-
tions from the committee.

But dropping ESY at Pioneer and

radically altering middle school bound-
aries to accommodate the change
prompted the bulk of questions by
board members during the workshop.

Public comment was deferred until
the public hearing on the report sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m., March 6 in the Little
Theatre at Plymouth Canton High
School.

PROJECTED ENROLLMENTS for
the next two years mandate significant
changes, the committee report argued.
High school enrollments are expected
to climb by between 500-600 students
above design capacity next year.

Projections for middle school
(grades six-eight) for 1981-82 estimate
552 students above capacity, based on
the traditional school year. Currently
the K-5 enrollment is above capacity,
based on the traditional school year,
the report indicated.

With expansion of ESY to Hulsing,
all Canton elementary schools (experi-
encing the most growth) would be in
use year-round, while the report sug-

gests that a wing on the high school
complex or portable buildings are
needed to accommodate high school
enrollment. =

Middle school, however, presents
other problems, according to John Tel-
ford, co-chairman of the committee.
Those problems, outlined by Pioneer
Principal Gerald Elston, include high
absenteeism, lack of cohesiveness for
music practices, staffing and counsel-
ing problems, lack of storage, too many
demands on administrators, inadequate
custodial and maintenance staffing,
and bus problems.

Negative student attitudes about
ESY and Elston’s belief that middle
school ESY students do not have access
to electives offered at schools on tradi-
tional schedules topped his list of criti-
cisms.

Elston projected a cost of about
$190,000 to correct the ESY problems,
while the committee recommended
dropping the year-round schedule and
adjusting boundaries that will change
schools for 412 students.

Dorothy West, president of the Canton Historical Society and
Cherry Hill settlement, stands in front of the 103-year-old schoolhouse that she attended as a girl.

a resident expert on the township’s

¥

(Staff photo by Gary Caskey.)

Historical district proposed

area’s name.

appeared on most Michigan maps.

Chances are good that travelers who crossed Canton
Township in horse and buggy days never knew the

But the tiny community of Cherry Hill, which served
as a social center for the township's farmers,

Built near the intersection of Cherry Hill Road and
Ridge, the old town of homes, schoolhouse, church and
farms still appears like a scene from the past.

Miles of farmland buffer the old settlement from
the modern subdivisions and shopping centers that
now characterize much of Canton Township.

Cherry Hill boasts past

By DARLENE STINSON the tiny community intact and preserve it as a mem-

ory of bygone days. ,

Township planner Jim Kosteva is researching the
ground rules that could earn Cherry Hill a Michigan

historical district designation.

If the title is requested by the township board and
granted by the Michigan History Division of the Secre-
tary of State’s Office, Canton or its historical society
would be eligible for state funds for the preservation
of the old rural community.

According to Janet Kreger, a state preservation
coordinator, the title would allow the township to
erect official historical markers in the community.
The designation would not prohibit homeowners in

Cherry Hill from remodeling their homes.

5 AT LEAST SOME township officials want to keep

(Continued on page 3A)
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PROPOSED BOUNDARY changes
for elementary students are:

*From Gallimore to Hulsing — Sun-
flower II subdivision, south of Warren
and west of Canton Center.

*From Eriksson to Hulsing — the
quarter mile bounded by Canton Cen-
ter, Ford, Sheldon, and Saltz roads.

*From Field to Fiegel — Brookside
Village, east of Interstate 275, south of
Cherry Hills, west of Hannan, and
north and including Churchill.

*From Field to Miller — Foxborough
subdivision, east of Morton Taylor,
south of Palmer.

The committee also clarified impli-
cations of the boundary changes for
some students.

About 55 students who live in the Is-
bister attendance area in Sunflower
subdivision (bounded by Warren, Can-
ton Center, Beck and the high school
property line) will no longer have the
option to attend Gallimore.

Three students who live in Pilgrim
Hills subdivision will no longer have
the option to attend Gallimore and will
be assigned to Geer Elementary.

The boundary changes also presume
a lack of options concerning ESY, ac-
cording to Dave Rodwell, consultant to
the district.

The school board will have to consid-
er whether to allow students to contin-
ue to have the option of the tradional
school year in certain areas, he
explained.

PROPOSED MIDDLE SCHOOL
boundary changes are:

Cop car
damaged
in arrest

While answering a call at the Rusty
Nail Lounge early Tuesday, Feb. 20,
Canton Police arrested a woman, lost
her, arrested a man, got a police car
window broken and arrested the wom-
an again.

Paul Lieberman, 21, and Linda Tylo,
26, were arraigned Tuesday before
35th District Court Judge Dunbar Dav-
is and released on bond.

Lieberman was charged with mali-
cious destruction of police property, a
felony. Ms. Tylo is charged with creat-
ing a disturbance in a public place.

A preliminary examination for
Lieberman: and Tylo is scheduled for
March5. |

Sgt. Larry Stewart of the Canton Po-
lice Department said two cars were
sent to the Rusty Nail Lounge around 1
am. after the police dispatcher
received a call about an intoxicated
female creating a fuss at the bar.

Stewart said police officers found
Ms. Tylo lying on the floor. Police said
the bar owner told them he had asked
Ms. Tylo for identification and would
not serve her because he thought she
was drunk.

The bar owner told police she then
refused to leave and demanded service.

The police officers took Ms. Tylo to
one of the police cars. They said she
asked them to go back into the bar and
find her purse, which they attempted to
do. !

When the officers went back to their
car, they said Ms. Tylo was gone and
Lieberman was standing nearby.

Police arrested Lieberman, but said
he became violent when they tried to
get him in the car and broke out a rear
side window, from which he tried to
escape.

The officers said, after restraining
Lieberman, they discovered Ms. Tylo in
Lieberman's van.

Both susects were taken to the Can-
ton police station.
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*From Central to West — approxi-
mately the area west of Napier, north
of M-14 to Rollins Road on the east,
including the area west of Beck and
north of North Territorial.

*From Pioneer to West — east of
Canton Center, south of Joy, west of
Lilley, and north of Warren. '

*From Pioneer to Central

Parents

— east of

Canton Center, south of Ford, wést of I-
275, and north of Cherry Hill. |

Maps and additional data are avail-
able for inspection at the Board ¢f Edu-
cation office located at 454 S. Harvey
in downtown Plymouth. A ppecial
phone line for comments and-or ques-
tions also has been establishefi. Call
453-0200, ext. 422 for information.

irate

at proposed
school change

By LYNN ORR

The administrative about-face aimed
at eliminating the year-round use of Pi-
oneer Middle School may face some
stiff opposition in weeks ahead, based
on the first reaction to the proposal.

Plymouth-Canton school trustees
Steve Harper and Flossie Tonda threw
a few barbs and a lot of questions dur-
ing Monday night's workshop to review
the extensive list of recommendations
from the boundary and growth com-
mittee. . '

And the few parents in the audience
expect a majority of district parents to
protest the move at the March public
hearing on the subject.

Although parents were relegated to
listening status only, their post-meet-
ing comments fell into one category —
dismay that the district would consider
dropping the Extended School Year
(ESY) at Pioneer.

Their sentiments were echoed by
board members Harper and Mrs. Ton-
da.

“I THINK the public out there is get-
ting so sick and tired of this board
changing its mind every year,” Mrs.
Tonda charged. She expressed her con-
viction that more effort should be ap-
plied to ironing out problems before
abandoning ESY.

Harper zeroed in on the apparent
lack of consistency in rejecting ESY at
the middle school level but expanding
it at the elementary level. The commit-
tee’s recommendations including add-
ing Hulsing Elementary to the list of
schools on the year-round program.

Harper objected to Pioneer Principal
Gerald Elston’s long list of problems
with ESY at the middle school. !

“About one-half the items being
mentioned I see as real problems at the
elementary level” Harper said. “The
minute it's secondary, everybody
stands up and weeps and says we have
to do something about it.”

Responding to a question about the
more than $100,000 spent to convert
Pioneer to year-round use, Supt. John
Hoben said plans call for Pioneer to be
used as a summer school center, while
the high school complex would be

Jump in

closed with the exception of the| swim-
ming pools.

Hoben did add that transportation
resulting from changing boundaties for
the middle schools all on a traditional
schedule would be a “horrendous logis-
tics problem.”

ANOTHER RECOMMENDATION
that appeared to garner little support
from board members involves the ex-
tension of the school day at the middle
schools,

Lengthening the school day to ac-
commodate more students in grades six-
eight might be necessary to accdmmo
date enroliment in 1980-81, the com-
mittee suggested

Extension of the school day (HSD) is
a better alternative than ESY at the
middle school level, the report indicat-
ed. ;
Trustee Carol Davis asked for |a cost
breakdown of the ESD, commenting
that she sees the same problems and
additional money needed for the ex-
tended day as the year-round school

While Harper expressed his resolve
to retain ESY at Pioneer, Trustee
Elaine Kirchgatter emphasized she
wanted to keep an open mind an the
subject until the public hearing. |

Barbara Bowen, co-chairperspn of
the 26-member committee comprised
of administrators and supervisors, di-
rected the board members to an exten-
sive list regarding program impact

Class size increase, art and music on
a cart, reduced physical educatian, re-
duced middle school electives, reloca-
tion of students, teachers teaching out
of major areas, jeopardizing | high
school accreditation, possible redyction
of reading and library services| and
other potential program effects are in-
cluded on the list. ;

Dr. Bowman directed the boakd to
the list if “the changes vary from
what's being recommended | this
evening.” “

Mrs. Tonda added that she didn't
want to see ESY resurrected two years
from now if the board decides to follow
the committee recommendations. |

Board members asked for a cast of
the extended day program, comparison

(Continued on page 4A)

tax bill

predicted again

Property taxes will increase once
again in 1979 because of a seven per-
cent hike in the assessed valuation of
all homes, businesses and land in Can-
ton Township.

The tax increase will result from the
annual efforts of Wayne County and
State of Michigan officials to bring all

Ae you enjoy today’s copy of
your hometown news, don’t for-
get that your carrier will be
stopping by to collect this week.
Be sure to catch him when he
calls, and also be sure to save
the receipt you'll get; it’s worth
a discount on the next classified
ad you place in our paper.

property assessments in the state gp to
50 percent of true market value. |

The Wayne County Board of Taxa-
tion has tentatively proposed a seven
percent increase in Canton’s assessed
valuations, which are used to com’Pute
property taxes. ‘

To the owner of a $60,000 home pre-
viously assessed at $30,000, the assess-
ment hike will mean: ‘

* A total tax jump from 81,72b to
$1,839 a year for residents of the Plym-
outh-Canton school district who \pay
57.45 mills ($57.45 per $1,000 a
valuation). e W

* An increase of $1,766 to $1,884 for
residents of the Wayne-Westland
School District who pay 58.87 mills.|

* And an increase of §$1,654 to 31L765

for Van Buren School District residents
who pay 55.16 mills. i

Although the Headlee Amendnjent
limits tax increases to the rise in cost
of living, township finance dire¢tor

Mike Gorman does not believe Carton
taxes will have to be rolled back |be-
cause of the size of the property

ment hike. |

Revised property assessments have
pushed up residents’ tax bills forF.h«
last several years.

According to Gorman, property jas- .
sessments increased seven pércent in
1978, four percent in 1977, five percent -
in 1976 and seven percent in 1975, .
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City decides against suit on Tonquish flooding

1'nursaay, ¥ eoruary 2z, 1v/y

By LYNN ORR

Plymouth City Commissioners decid-
ed to ask, rather than sue, their neigh-
bors for cooperation in working on
flood control for the Tonquish Creek
basin.

After defeating a motion to go to
court for an injunction against Plym-
outh Township, commissioners unani-
mously voted to invite township offi-
cials to a meeting to discuss the prob-
lems facing both communities.

Commissioners also asked adminis-

Plymmuth-Canton

OBITUARIES

CLYDE S. RODERICK

Funeral services for Mr. Roderick,
71 of Plymouth Township, were sched-
uled for 1 p.m. today in Schrader Fu-
neral Home, Plymouth, with burial in
Washtenong Cemetery. Officiating will
be the Rev. Patrick Sperry.

Mr. Roderick, who died Feb. 18 in
Eastman, Ga., was a retired supervisor
for Ford Motor Co. Survivors include:
wife, Pansy; sons, Robert of Norwalk,
Ohio, Donald of Novi, Francis of Bur-
bank, Calif., Charles of McGuire AFB,
N.J., and Raymond of Eastman, Ga.;
daughters, Mary Jo Ann of Plymouth,
Marjorie of Plymouth, Marilyn Hub-
bard of York Town Heights, N.Y., Janet
of Canton, and Dona Frazee of Selma,
N.C.; brother, William of Indianapolis,
19 grandchildren and two great-grand-
children

CLAYTON E. SIMPSON

Funeral arrangements were made
by Schrader Funeral Home for Mr.
Simpson, 67 of Plymouth.

Mr. Simpson, who died Feb. 8 in
Livonia, had moved to Plymouth in

1924 from New York and before retir-
ing was engaged in animal care re-
search for Parke-Davis. Survivors
include: wife, Bernice, mother, Mrs.
Grace Simpson of Clawson; sons, Doug-
las of Westland and Dennis of Light-
house Point, Fla.; brother, Melvin of
Everett, Wash,;, sisters, Mrs. Betty
Montayne of Taylor and Mrs. Ruth Lin-
struth of Jackson; and seven grandchil-
dren.

DARREL W. HAMMOND

Funeral services for Mr. Hammond,
27 of Salem Township, were held re-
cently in Gallia Baptist Church in Gal-
lia City, Ohio, with burial at Gallia
Baptist Cemetery. Arrangements were
made by Ross B. Northrop & Son Fu-
neral Home, Northville.

Mr. Hammond, who died Feb. 13 at
home, was a carpenter with Wiesmer-
Becker Co., a member of Carpenters
Local 1004 in Brighton, and a member
of the Gallia Baptist Church. Survivors
include: wife, Sharon; mother, Mrs. Syl-
via Hammond of Ohio; brothers, Larry,
Alan and Galen, all of Ohio.

tration to investigate the possibility of
an action plan during storms, provision
of sandbags to residents endangered by
flooding, and supplying more broken
concrete to prevent erosion on the
creek banks.

That information will be available at
the next meeting, Mayor Tom Turner
informed concerned residents who took
part in a two-hour discussion of flood-
ing problems, Monday night.

The discussion was prompted by res-
ident Jerry Brunet, one of the victim’s
of Plymouth’s torrential flood last
spring, who asked for an update since
last June’s special meeting.

COMMISSIONERS debated the mer-
its of going forward with a court suit to
prohibit building in the flood plain un-
less adequate drainage is provided, a
proposal they had approved at the
meeting last year.

Commissioner Beverly McAninch
took to task Cify Attorney Charles

Food worker

Mrs. Thelma Couts, 60, a worker in
the cafeteria at Isbister Elementary
School since it opened in 1967, was
found dead Monday morning shortly af-
ter the work day began.

When secretary Mary Haugh report-
ed for work at 7 a.m. she found Mrs.
Couts on the floor, the apparent victim
of a heart attack.

A City of Plymouth rescue squad an-
swered the call immediately and
rushed her to St. Mary Hospital in Livo-
nia where she was prounced dead on
arrival.

Mrs. Couts’ sudden death shocked the
entire school system as she was consid-
ered one of the best and most
knowledgeable of all the cafeteria

and your
telephone.

Your children
could save a
life, with a little
help from you

@ Michigan Bell

Michigan Bell . . . people who enjoy serving people.

protection and yours.

If you have children at home, would
they know who to call in case of a fire,
accident or sudden illness? Be sure you
have listed near your phone the
numbers of your doctor, hospital,
poison control, police, fire department
and other emergency numbers. Show
your children how to find those
numbers, how to dial them (if they don't
already know), how to call the operator,
let them know if 911 can be dialed for
fire, medical or police help in your area.
Write down your home address near
these numbers, too, so your children or
your baby-sitter can give it to people
who need to find your home in a hurry.
(But, for safety’s sake, you should
instruct them not to give your address
or other information to strangers on the
phone.) Your telephone can be a
lifesaving help in an emergency. Teach
your children how to use it for their

Lowe for his failure to comply with the
commission’s resolution to file a law-
suit against Wayne County Drain Com-
missioner Charles Youngblood.

Lowe maintained that he had been
waiting for the Wade Trim & Associ-
ates report for possible solutions to the
flooding problems. A court suit against
either the drain commissioner or
Plymouth Township would be a waste
of money and time, he added.

Lowe met with township Supervisor
Tom Notebaert, who indicated the
township's engineers were mandating
adequate drainage before recommend-
ing site approval to the township plan-
ning compmission.

A court suit, he said, would be effec-
tive only if the township or commis-
sioner was failing to enforce state
laws.

“I don't know of anything that the
drain commissioner has failed to do,”
Lowe said.

City Engineer Ken West said the

dies at school

workers.

A resident of Plymouth since 1953,
she was widowed fiye years ago when
her husband Lester died, leaving her
with two sons — Dale at home and Jer-
ry in Bay City.

Before icoming to Isbister, she was
employed as a cook at West Middle
School for 11 years. A member of the
First United Methodist Church of
Plymouth she also served as cook there
for all the church dinners.

Funeral services are scheduled for 2
p.m. Friday in Schrader Funeral Home
with burial at Riverside Cemetery.
Viewings are scheduled from 1- 9 p.m.
Thursday. Memorial tributes may be
sent to the Michigan Cancer Society.

long-awaited Wade Trim report on the
basin would be stalled another six
weeks because the changes have been
requested in the original report re-
leased last month.

THE “BOTTOM LINE” of the first
report was a $12 million project, call-
ing for the widening and deepening of
Tonquish Creek to Sheldon Road, tak-
ing out all the trees along the creek,
and building an 8% foot in diameter

enclosed pipe along Ann Arbor Rpad

Officials involved in the projéct, in-
cluding West, asked the consultants to
consider other alternatives that|would
be less costly. ‘

Residents affected by last |year's
flood, however, are worried that this
spring will find the city unprepdred to
cope with another emergency| They
asked for a timetable in order [to ex-
pect some help.
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CLUB?

FRANKLIN

Tell me...why should I move
south...so far away from the
children and grandchildren....
when life is so
pleasant and
trouble-free

At Franklin Club, people are finding out how pleosdnt
a Michigan winter can be when you don't have to worry
about ice and snow, traffic, etc.

* De Luxe apartment

* Housekeeping
* Linen

® Breakfast and dinner

Here's a bright new concept in retirement living.
Your monthly rental check covers everything including:

® All utilities except phone

® CPR Emergency Medical Service

® Transportation

YOU WILL ENJOY YOUR HOME EVEN MORE WITH OUR
GENUINE TOP GRAIN LEATHER PARTY CHAIRS AND
VERSATILE HI-LO TABLE WITH PARQUET WOOD TOP

$199

‘Leather Party Chair: right now you save 42% off regular prices. . .that's just a little more than chairs
covered in vinyl.. Each chair is designed for seatin? comfort with deep cushioning and
casters for easy rolling...by a leading maker o

Party chair,
regularly $345

Hi-Lo table,

regulary $419

fine leather upholstery. The Hi-Lo
Table: easily adjusts to any height, from 19" (cockeil table
height) to 30" (dining table height) .. .and any i
' heightin between. The trouble-free spring 1

$279

operated unit does all the work for you . .. works 1
smoothly and easily, even adjusts to 27" party ‘
table height. Beautifully finished with parquet |

The dining room is a place of quiet

elegance. Excellent meals offer a

choice of three entrees. There's o

beauty shop on the premises...a
ame room. . .lounges. ..round-

the-clock security.

—But the folks who live here say

28301 Franklin Road
Southfield, MI 48034  353-2810

that the most important item is [
something money can't measure

...it's the sociability. . .the com-
panionship . . .the comfort and J
privacy of your own apartment,

plus the warmth and neigh-
borliness of nearby friends,

wood top. This marvelous party table and chair
sale is featured in our Half Yearly Furniture Sale
...come see our many special prices on the best
names,in home furnishings, they're all on sale.

You're invited to lunch with us
and get acquainted. Just call
the Franklin Club Manager at
353-2810 and set up a date for INTER
your visit. No obligation, of course, Sociery
and we think you'll enjoy it.

Use our convenient charge plan, Visa or Master Charge

Towne & Country

Open daily 10-9—Wed. & Sat. 10-6
Dearborn— 23600 Michigan Ave.—East of Telegraph—565-3400 ’

Where beautiful interiors
happen every day.
Remember, theris never a

charge for our prdfessional
Interior Design

ice.

We guarantee and service every item we sell
for & period of 3 years . .. of course we can't
replace fabrics, they do wear out over a

PLEASE COME TO OUR OPEN HOUSE AT THE FRANKLIN CLUB ON

SUNDAY, FEEF:UARY 25, FROM 1 PM. TO 4 PM.— period of years, Bloomfield— 4107 Telegraph Rd.— At Long Lake Rd. — 642-8822
efreshments will E gm ! < Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd.— In Winchester Mall—652-3500

dp——
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Old Cherry Hill settlement tells Canton’s past

(Continued from page 1A)

While Kosteva is pursuing the notion of declaring
Cherry Hill a historical district, Supervisor Noel Cul-
bert is considering the purchase of the community’s
old schoolhouse from Plymouth-Canton Schools.

Built in 1876 and later remodeled by Henry Ford,
the school is now used for storage. Ray Hoedel, the
schools’ assistant superintendent for business, said the
school district will accept offers for purchase of the
old building.

Culbert views the school as a historical landmark

that could be restored to its original condition for dis-

" play purposes.

Gravestones in the Cherry Hill Cemetery (above) date back to 1834.
Below is the building that has housed the Cherry Hill United Method-
ist Church for 97 years. The church still contains the original pews,
pulpit and stained glass windows (right), which are etched with the
names of the congregation’s first families.

PR o 4 2 o P

Last week, the township board declared another his-
torical building — the one-room schoolhouse in front
of township hall — as a site of local historical signifi-
cance. Canton officials are asking the Michigan Histo-
ry Division to declare the school a state historical site
and allocate $15,000 to $20,000 for the building’s reno-
vation.

The school, said to be the last of its kind in Wayne
County, will be used as a museum by the Canton His-
torical Society.

| “I THINK IT’S important for Canton to wake up and
preserve some of its historical sites,” said Kosteva.
“Canton’s history may not be as rich as some commun-
ities like Plymouth, but history is important to form a
sense of community.”

No one could agree more than Dorothy West, presi-
dent of the township’s historical society.

Mrs. West, who has lived in the Cherry Hill commu-
nity for 55 years, says the settlement is one of
Canton’s few remaining ties with the past.

She claims that the social life of farmers who set-
tled in Canton was centered on Cherry Hill and Shel-
don, an old community located near Sheldon Road and
Michigan Avenue.

She adds, however, that Sheldon has almost disap-
peared from memory. Only a few buildings more than
100 years old remain near the site of the old Sheldon
settlement.

Mrs. West still calls Cherry Hill a “village” even
though it has always been governéd by Canton Town-
ship. In the 1800s, the community boasted a school and
a church that attracted farmers from miles around.

“We had people from all congregations come to (the
Cherry Hill United Methodist Church), because it was
the only church around,” she said. “The church and the
school were the center of town for entertainment and
everything else.”

Mrs. West, a history buff since high school days, is
quick to rattle off the numerous landmarks in Cherry
Hill as well as the dates they were built.

T T
w o Y o

A LARGE GRAY building on the corner of Chjerr.v
Hill and Ridge was built in 1860, she explains, as a
stagecoach stop for travelers crossing the territory be-
tween Plymouth and Ypsilanti. }

The inn was called Cherry Hill House after the jwild
cherry trees that grew in the community and the jhigh
elevation of the area. The name was borrowed years
later when Cherry Hill Road was built |

Mrs. West explains that Cherry Hill House was built
on the premise that a major trunk line would be built
nearby. But when the road (Michigan Avenue)| was
constructed miles to the south, the building was [sold
and converted to a dance hall. It was later used las a
general store. ‘

The old Cherry Hill House still stands, but it \now
houses apartment units and an antique shop

The old creamery that now provides office space for
W.E. Hennells Co. was built in the 1800s for the pro-
cessing of milk. ‘

“The farmers from 10 miles away would come here
with their milk in the morning and sit around the dtore
till noon in winter,” Mrs. West recalls of her girlhood
days. '

Henry Ford purchased the creamery in 1948|and
used the building as a dormitory for workers in a|fac-
tory he constructed on Cherry Hill Road. About the
same time, Ford built an addition to Cherry [Hill
School.

Mrs. West is visibly proud of the community's
church, which was built in 1882 and still boasts the
original pews, stained glass windows and pulpit

She adds that some of the ‘first houses built ta re-
place log cabins still stand in the community. One salt-
box house was built around 1840 and a Victorian house
was built between 1860 and 1880, according to Mrs
West's estimates.

Mrs. West applauds the proposal to declare Cherry
Hill a Michigan historical district ‘

“Cherry Hill is the only old part of Canton tHat’s
left,” she reminisced. “To me, the idea of tearing dpwn
the old to put up the modern is just terrible. It sepms
we tear up all our roots.”

!

Children came from miles around to attend the Cherry Hill schoolhouse which was built in 1876 {;nd
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Built in 1860, the old Cherry Hill House “vas originally used as an inn for travelers. The
building’s name was borrowed years later when'Cherry Hill Road was built.
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