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80-foot requirement?

Lot size minimum eyed

When the township board voted to es-
tablish a minimum 70-foot lot size in
August, 1977 to help curb Canton’s pop-
ulation boom, most- persons thought
that the new minimum would apply to
all lots in the township that had not
been already platted.

But according to ordinance officer
Bruce Phillips, lot sizes were increased
from 60 feet to 70 feet in only one dis-
trict located south of Ford between
Canton Center and Sheldon.

On Tuesday night, the new township
board considered action that would
preclude the platting of any more 60-
foot lots in the township.

The resolution board members are
considering would increase the mini-
mum lot size to 80 feet on the unplatted
land that could now support 300 60-foot
lots. Some land would still be zoned for
70-foot lots.

Board members believe the new

minimum would help curb the town-
ship’s mushrooming growth, since few-

School boundary
report released

DecXsions will be made next month
on adjusting school at nce bounda-
ries to better balance sirdent popula-
tion among the individual buildings.

The boundary and growth committee
of Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools has finished its preliminary re-
port which was forwarded this week to
school board members.

The report will officially be present-
ed to the school board Monday, Feb. 19,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the Little The-
ater of Plymouth Canton High School,
Joy Road just west of Canton Center
Road.

Although the public is welcome to at-
tend that meeting to gain background
information, public comment and ques-
tions will not be taken at this time.

The Feb 19 meeting is designed to
allow board members to hold discus-
sions with and ask questions of the
boundary and growth committee.

THE PUBLIC WILL get its ch?ance
on Tuesday, March 6, when a public
hearing on proposed boundary changes
will be held from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Little Theater at Canton High.

If the calendar is followed, the school
board will make its final decision on
boundary adjustments at the regular

MARTHA STILEC

March 12 meeting which will begin at
7:30 p.m. in the board office at 454 S.
Haryey, Plymouth.

Prior to the public hearing residents
may ask questions or convey comments
by calling a special phone line, 453-
0200, ext. 422.

The special phone line will be opera-
ting beginning Feb. ?19 and continue
through March 5.

Information about boundary changes
also will be communicated in individu-
al school newsletters going home to
parents.

Because of rising enrollment,
changes in individual school attendance
boundaries has become an annual occu-
rence in recent years.

The attendance boundaries are
changed to reduce busing expenses as
well as balancing student bodies among
the schools.

The majority of the changes involye
schools locate in Canton which gen-
erates most of the influx of new stu-
dents.

The boundary adjustments are for
the elementary and middle school
buildings as high school population is
balanced through the random selection
process.

er houses could be built on a specific
parcel of land.

“I think everyone assumed that the
70-foot lot size applied throughout the
township (under the board's 1977
resolution),” said Phillips. “I know I
did.”

But according to Phillips, the motion
unanimously approved by the former
township board on Aug. 9, 1977 only es-
tablished one zoning district with 70-
foot lots.

“The motion never said remove 60-
foot lots,” Phillips said.

He added, however, that many de-
velopers have platted 70-foot lots even
though they were legally allowed 60-
foot lots in the zoning district where
their subdivisions were located.

Board members will consider estab-
lishing the new minimum Iot size at
their next meeting on Feb. 27.

Farmland

director
sought

The non-paying position of farmland
preservation director has been created
by the Canton board at the recommen-
dation of Supervisor Noel Culbert.

The position will be filled by a Can-
ton resident.

According to Culbert, the person who
fills the position will coordinate infor-
mational sessions on the farmland
preservation proposal and lobby in gen-
eral for passage of a farmland millage
issue. Ap

Last Novembert, %oters turned down
a four-mill request per $1,000 as-
sessed valuation) that would have fi-
nanced public purchase of farmers’ de-
velopment rights.

The township board has pledged to
present voters with another millage re-
quest to fund a farmland preservation
program by May 30, 1981.

Persons interested in the director po-
sition are asked to send resumes to
Culbert’s office at township hall, 1150
S. Canton Center Road, Canton 48188.

The farmhouse on Geddes Road that has been home for the Robert E
stroyed by fire Friday night.

wald family for two years was de-

19 dogs found dead
after fire guts home

By DARLENE STINSON

A family of seven is homeless and 19
dogs are dead following a fire that
gutted a farmhouse on Geddes last Frri-

day.

Robert Ewald, his wife, Darlene, aLd
their five sons were attending a Cub
Scout bowling session when the blaze
broke out about 5:30 p.m. |

But the family's five adult dogs aLd
14 Labrador retriever and beagle pup-
pies were staying inside the house bF

cause of the cold weather. |

Plymouth woman dies
in freak Canton crash

A Plymouth woman was killed Mon-
day afternoon after a house trailer
rolled on top of the car she was driving
on Cherry Hill near Lotz in Canton
Township.

Martha Stilec, 26, of 872 Hartsough,
was pronounced dead on arrival at
Wayne County General Hospital. Mrs.
Stilec was an art teacher at Wildwood
Elementary School in Westland and
granddaughter of former Plymouth
Mayor William Hartmann..

According to Canton police, Mrs.
Stilec was driving east on Cherry Hill
at 3:45 pm. Monday when a house
trailer broke loose from the westbound
wrecker that was pulling it.

Police said the house trailer rolled
on top of the 1978 Pontiac Firebird that
Mrs. Stilec was driving.

The driver of the wrecker—Ernest
Stewart, 44, of Inkster—was arraigned
on charges of negligent homicide be-
fore 35th District Judge James Garber
on Tuesday. Stewart was released on a
$1,000 personal bond. An examination
date was scheduled for Feb. 21.

The charge is a misdemeanor that
carries a two-year jail sentence on con-
viction.

The owner of the house trailer — Wil-
liam Logan of Inkster —was riding as a
passenger in the wrecker at the time of
the accident. Police said Mrs. Stilec

was driving alone. Mrs. Stilec was
the wife of Charles Stilec and the
daughter of Graham and Beatrice Lai-
ble of Plymouth. Her parents are both
teachers in the Plymouth-Cant(\)n

schools.
\

Funeral services for Mrs. Stilec are
scheduled for 3 p.m. today (Thursday)
at the First United Presbyterian
Church of Plymouth. Burial will be in
Plymouth’s Riverside Cemetery.

Persons are asked to make memorial
contributions to the Martha Stilec Me-
morial Fund, which will be used far
college art scholarships by the Wayne-
Westland Schools.

(’

By DARLENE STINSON

Are there too many business regula-
tions in Canton Township? Or aren’t
there enough?

If you're a businesspersar who's dis-
traught over a proposed ordinance that
would require you to obtain a license
every two years, you'd probably an-
swer yes to the first question.

“I don’t think there’s too much gov-
ernment now, but I think it's becoming
that way,” says Gary Roberts, a defeat-
ed township trustee candidate who
owns Canton Vac & Sew on Ford Road.

He and other store owners say that
the business climate is discouraging
new commercial establishments from
coming to Canton.

‘If anything, | think businesses are under-
regulated. | think what they’re griping about is
just a change in status quo.’

--Supervisor Noel Culbert

But if you're a Canton official who'’s

considering passage of the legislation,
you'd probably answer no.

The conflicting answers illustrate a
long-standing rift between the business
{mmumty and township government

over business-related laws in Canton
5 such as the strict sign ordinance.

But Supervisor Noel Culbert has tak-
en the opposing point of view.

“If anything, I think businesses are
under-regulated,” he says. “Being a ru-
ral community for so long, there were
few regulations. I think what they're
griping about is just a change in status

“quo.”

analysis

Ewald said he found the dogs hud-
dled inside the master bedroom —the
only room in the house that was not de-
stroyed by flames—where they appar-
ently died of smoke inhalation.

CANTON FIRE CHIEF Mel Paulun
said the house was damaged beyond
repair. He estimates damages at
$50,000 and tentatively attributes

cause of the fire to a Franklin stove in
the family room.

Paulun said it took the fire depart-
ment six hours
flames.

to extinguish the

inside

Amusements 7-9B
Bottom Line 18A
Brevities TA
Canton Chatter 2B
Church 10-11B

Clubs in Action 4B, 12B

Business Briefs 11A
Opinion 16A
Obituaries il 2A
Sports 1-4C
Stroller 16A
Suburban Live 1-5B, 12B
The View 1B
Past & Present 10A
Off the Walls 12A
Outdoors 14A
Military News 8A
Witchwatch

Classified

Ewald, Cub Scout master for Pack
754 at Quirk School, said he was
driving down Geddes Road with his
family and five other scouts when they
spotted the police cars and fire trucks
about a half hour after the fire started

“At first, we assumed it was an
accident,” Ewald said. “But when we
turned around the bend, sure enough, it
was our house.”

Ewald said his family purchased the
old farmhouse on a half acre of land

(Continued on page 4A)

SITTING PRETTY

When James Rayson wantec
to sell his dining room furni-
ture he did it quickly and eas-
ily, just by calling the classi
fied department of his
hometown newspaper. One
phone call and he was sitting
pretty with the extra cash he
earned. Call us today.

DIAL DIRECT
591-0900

THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY'’S
latest gripe concerns an ordinance still

in its rough outline stage that would re-

quire business to obtain licenses every
two years.

The ordinance allows for the inspec-
tions of commercial establishments
and the denial of licenses if building
codes are violated. A consumer protec-
tion section of the ordinance prohibits
businesses from selling defective mer-
chandise unless the articles are so
represented. ;

Canton officials insist that the pro-
posed ordinance will help—not hurt—
the business community.

They say the ordinance is needed to
provide a list of current businesses and
their owners so store proprietors can
be notified in an emergency. The ordi-
nance would also prevent the deterio-
ration of Canton businesses as the com-
munity grows older, they say.

But according to a Canton Chamber
of Commerce survey, 95 per cent of the

Regulations pit business aga

chamber’s members do not buy tha
argument. They oppose any form of li
censing or regulation at this time.

To Ken Dividock, the owner of tht
Century 21 office on Ford Road, th
real clincher in the ordinance is th
power it gives to the township hoard t
approve or deny original license appli
cations. i

“IF WE ALLOW them to pass this,
what new ordinance will they come up
with next?” he asked. “We have a great
deal of distrust for the people who run‘
this township.”

Dividock said his suspicions are root-
ed in a consumer protection ordinan
that was proposed during the adminis-|
tration of former Supervisor Robert
Greenstein, who is now a township|
trustee.

The business community raised such
a stink about the proposed ordinance
that it was never passed.

Dividock and countless other busi-
nesspersons are also outraged at a si

ordinance passed by the Greenstein ad-
ministration that prohibits free-stand-
ing ground signs.

They say many businesses, particu-
larly impulse-oriented stores such as
donut shops, need signs that are visible
from the roadway. Although the plan-
ning commission has approved a
revised sign ordinance that would al-
low ground signs up to 50 square feet in

inst township

ﬂ

already on the books.

Richard Kirchgatter, co-owner of the
Parkway Veterinary Clinic on Lilley
and a former planning commission
member, is-among the businesspersons
who object to the manner in which the
township board handles site plans for
new businesses. ‘

He notes a recent case in which the

‘If we allow them to pass this, what new or-
dinance will they come up with next? We have
a great deal of distrust for the people who run

this township.’

--Businessman Ken Dividock

area, most members of the new town-
ship board have indicated that they will
not pass the proposed law in its present
form.

But the businesspersons’ gripes do

not stop at proposed ordinances or laws

developer of a new party store was
forced to include a more expensive
roof line and brick on the back of the
building in order to receive site plan
aperoval from the township board.

(Continued on page A_Ay
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Schools OK money-saver

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools will close down its central
warehouse July 1, and began a joint
supply purchasing and storage ar-
rangement with Livonia Public
Schools.

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation approved the joint warehouse
venture by a 7-0 vote Monday night.

The change will result in an initial
annual savings of almost $45,000, ac-
cording to Ray Hoedel, assist. supt. for
business.

The venture also will result in a
wider variety and higher quality of ma-
terials for teachers, added Tom Rose,
purchasing agent for the school dis-
trict.

And the closing of Plymouth-
Canton’s warehouse could free up
classroom space at the middle school

level where the crunch for space will
hit next year, said Supt. John M. Hoben.

HOEDEL REPORTED that Livonia
has been in the warehousing business
for 20 years or longer, and has a large
facility designed specifically for ware-
house use.

Plymouth-Canton started its central
warehouse operation by converting two
shop classrooms at Central Middle
School and adding a couple of portable
units.

“Livonia’s warehouse is 21,000
square feet compared to our 6,000
square-feet. Livonia also has metal
shelves, uses palates and a forklift
truck, and maintains a perpetual inven-
tory.

‘“Fhey order one particular item in
enough quantity to last for the entire
year, something they can do because
they have the storage space. Because

Plymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

MARILEEN K. PECK

Funeral services for Mrs. Peck, 46 of
Plymouth Township, were held recent-
ly in Schrader Funeral Home, Plym-
outh, with the Rev. Francis C. Byrne
officiating. Memorial contributions
may be made in the form of mass
offerings.

Mrs. Peck, who died Feb. 11 in Livo-
nia, moved to Plymouth in 1961 from
St. Clair Shores and taught school at
Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic
School in Plymouth for 11 years, from
1963-74. Survivors include husband,
John; daughters, Paula of Chicago,
Sharron of Plymouth, Kathy of Plym-
outh; son, Martin of Mount Pleasant;
and aunt, Leona Schultz of St. Clair
Shores

MARTHA ELLEN STILEC

Funeral services for Mrs. Stilec, 26
of Plymouth, are scheduled for today
at 3 p.m. in the First United Presbyte-
rian Church of Plymouth with burial in
Riverside Cemetery. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Martha
Stilec Memorial Fund — an art schol-
arship to college from Wayne-Westland
Schools. Funeral arrangements were
made by Schrader Funeral Home.

Mrs. Stilec, who was killed in an ac-
cident Feb. 12 in Canton, was a teacher
and a member of the Michigan Educa-
tion Association, Michigan Council of
the Arts, and of Kappa Iota at Alma
College. Survivors include husbhand,
Charles; parents, Graham and Beatrice
Laible of Plymouth; grandparents, Wil-
liam and Lillian Hartmann of Plym-
outh; sister, Mary Mauro of New Jer-
sey; and brother, Richard of Plymouth.

FREDERICK C. HANNEL

Funeral services for Mr. Hannel, 87,
of Canton were held recently in Lam-
bert Funeral Home, Plymouth, with
burial in Cadillac Memorial Gardens
West. Officiating was Dr. G. Douglas
Roytledge of Calvary Baptist Church.

Mr. Hannel, who died Jan. 23 in Sinai
Hospital, Detroit, was a painter and
decorator. Survivors include daughter,
Evelyn Wassman of Canton; and grand-
son, Gregory.

289889

FINE GIFTS and HALLMARK CARDS

WE'VE GROWN AND
SO HAVE YOuU!!

Record your growth
with pictures
and frame
them with

Plymouth,
Schrader Funeral Home with burial in

Bon Tow

FARMINGTON NEWBURGH
CENTER PLAZA
Grand River at Six Mile of
Farmington Road Newburgh

Livonia

JAMES H. VOORHEES

Funeral services for Mr. Voorhees,
92 of Plymouth, were held recently in
Schrader Funeral Home with entomb-
ment in Woodlawn Mausoleum. Offici-
ating was the Rev. Philip Rodgers Ma-
gee of the First United Presbyterian
Church of Plymouth.

Mr. Voorhees, who died Feb. 9 at
home, had moved to Plymouth in 1975
from Detroit. He had retired as a dis-
trict principal for Detroit Public
Schools in 1957 after 42 years of ser-
vice. He earned his doctorate in educa-
tion in 1941 from the University of
Michigan. Survivors include wife,
Grace; daughter, Mrs. Mary Derr of
Plymouth; 11 grandchildren and four
great-grand children.

KATHRYN F. HANSON

Funeral services for Miss Hanson, 71
of Plymouth, were held recently in
Schrader Funeral Home with burial in
Woodlawn Cemetery. Officiating was
the Rev. Gene Sorensen.

Miss Hanson, who died Feb. 8 in
Plymouth, was a retired telephone
operator. Survivors include brothers,
Charles of Clawson and Joseph of Livo-
nia; sisters, Mrs. Margaret Summers of
Plymouth and Mrs. Veronica Thomas
of Ferndale.

JOHN S. MEGIS

Funeral services for Mr. Megis, 54 of
were held recently in

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Officiating

was the Rev. Robert F. Keller of Our

Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church.

Mr. Megis, who died Feb. 11 at home,
was a carpenter. Survivors include
wife, Dorothy; mother-in-law, Mrs.
Mary Gasidlo of Plymouth; daughters,
Mrs. Joanne Kosta of Canton and Mrs.
Michele Pertile of Redford; son, Mi-
chael of Plymouth; sisters, Mrs. There-
sa Arsenault of Chicago, Mrs. Judy
Henry of Taylor, and Mrs. Betty Alber-
ti of Livonia; brothers, William of De-
troit and James of Peru, France; and
two grandchildren.
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of that, Livonia can purchase materials
at a much lower price than we can—an
average about seven percent cheaper.”

As part of the analysis on whether to
make the change, Rose studied some 85
items worth $150,000 which both dis-
tricts carry and found Livonia could
purchase those items for about
$120,000.

“The catalogue of supplies ava.lable

SINCE 1952 |

531-3430

 COLONIAL - TRADITIONAL
FURNISHINGS & INTERIORS

COUNTRY SHOPPE
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|| 20620 Fenkell (Five
M,AA ( 8

in the Livonia warehouse contains

|

many more items than our's,” Rose
added. “Their catalogue has some 1,600
different items compared to our 400.”

Rose said the City of Plymouth, Can-
ton and Plymouth townships could con-
tinue to order supplies through the
schools as they do now after the joint
yenture with Livonia begins.

Hoben stressed that more classroom
space will be needed next year at Cen-
tral Middle. “And in the near future
we'll need all the middle school class-
room space we can get. Right now the
enrollment crunch is at the third and
fourth grades. When that group of stu-
dents reach middle school, the middle
school population will grow to 4-5000
and we have a capacity now for only
3,400 students.”

Rose said Livonia has unused capaci-
ty in its warehouse. “Some other dis-
tricts have made overtures about join-
ing with Livoinia, but we are the only
ones who have entered into direct talks
with them. We will be taking up their
capacity and I doubt other districts will
be getting involved.”

Rose added that Plymouth-Canton
will parti cipate as a partner with
Livonia in warehousing, and that in-
structors here will be given the same
opportunity as Livonia teachers to sug-
gest the types of materials to be
stocked.

Rose expects supplies in the ware-
house at Central Middle will be almost
fully depleted by July 1 and that the
district will be ordering almost 100
percent from Livonia at that time.
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Movie trivia key for durable mafinee host

By CJ. RISAK

What is it that has attracted Detroit
viewers for nearly three decades—the
man or the movie?

Certainly, the answer s both. For
without one, the other co;gd nal enjoy
the success it has obtained.

Since 1952, Bill Kennedy has been
Detroit’'s afternoon movie host. His
show’s love affair with Detroiters be-
gan with Channel 4. He then moved to
Channel 9 in Windsor in 1956, before
switching to Channel 50, where he has
remained for the past 10 years.

Despite efforts of the rival stations
throughout the area, Kennedy has sur-
vived the test of time. His Sunday af-
ternoon program draws a 30-35 share
of the market, which means 30-35 per-
cent of the televisions are tuned in.

(Networks are satisfied if their prime
time Shows get a 30-33 share).

The Sunday show has remained suc-
cessful through the challenges of pro
football and movies carried by other
stations. ,

“I own Sunday (4fternoon), especial-
ly when football isn’t on. . . .I'm a vir-
tual powerhouse!” Kennedy claimed
with a dramatic wave of his hand dur-
ing an interview Monday. With that he
was off, out of the studio and back to
his office to search for one of his
250,000 photographs.

THAT IS Bill Kennedy, on screen and
off, theatrical in speech and action. It's
drew the audiences. The switch never
affected his ratings.

“I research every movie and try to

Known for his prowess in motion picture trivia, Channel 50’s Bill

Kennedy checks off yet another film he has shown on his 1 o’clock
show. (Staff photo by Gary Friedman)

Reading skills continue
as schools’ top priority

not contrived or forced or fake in any
way—it's just Kennedy.

His early career had its ups and
downs. He started in Detroit in 1936,
working as a sportscaster and Holly-
wood reporter for WWJ radio.

- “I worked with Ty Tyson (former De-
troit Tiger broadcaster) and did a gos-
sip-type show on Hollywood,” he
recalled. “And I used to do some spots
(commercials), too.” Without hesita-
tion, he started singing one of the
shorts he had done some 40 years earli-
er.
In 1939 or '40 (“It’'s hard to keep
dates accurate”), Kennedy moved to
Hollywood to seek his fortune and
fame. He signed a.five-year contract
with Warner Bros. with an option
clause for seven years, But Warner's
didn’t pick up the option, so Kennedy
went into free-lance work at other stu-
dios.

His biggest disappointment came in
1945, when the movie he produced and
starred in, “The People’s Choice”,
bombed out. It was such a disaster that
Kennedy was forced into bankruptcy.

Seven years later, the movie was
bought out of bankruptcy by Adrian
Weiss. At the time, movie studios
refused to sell films to television be-
cause it ““threatened their future.” That
made Kennedy's film a hot commodi-
ty—Weiss bought it for $7,000 and sold
it to television for $1 million.

Kennedy ended up showing the film
he had produced and starred in on his
show when he was at Channel 4. “Isn’t
that a quirk of fate?" he said.

He wasn't down for long, however.
His free-lance work continued until he
“was saved by television.”

He returned to Detrojt in 1952 to host
the afternoon movie for Channel 4,
called “The Afternoon Movie, with
your Hollywood Host Bill Kennedy”.
But Kennedy tired of it, and after two
years, he went back to Hollywood to
give it one more shot.

He made a number of television
appearances, including several on the
“Cisco Kid" series and also voiced the
introduction to the “Superman” pro-
gram. He became a news anchorman
for a local California television station,
but lacking sufficient background to
become a “news analyst,” he lost the
job and finally returned to Detroit in
1956.

SINCE THEN, he has been a main-
stay on afternoon television, shown six
times a week —seven since September.
His jump from Channel 9 to Channel 50
in 1969 proved that it's his analysis and
comments on the films he features that

Bill Kennedy 1

respond to what the public wants,”
Kennedy explained, sitting in his office
but still showing the same dramatic
flair he had shown in front of the cam-
era minutes before.

“These stills are an integral part of
the show. And my question and answer
period is dynamite. As far as I know,
we're the only ones in the country to do
it—and I just stumbled across it five
years ago.”

He was up and off again, back down
the hallway to the studio, holding a
number of pictures to help answer
viewers’ questions.

“See this?” he asked, pointing to a
photo he had just pinned on his bulletin
board of himself and some obscure
singer from the 1950s, who had been
the object of a question the day before.

“Who would remember this guy?
Well, I do, because of my collection of

stills. They really make the phone calls
segment work.

“Now what was that hit song this guy
did?” he questioned himself, then, in an
attempt to answer it, sang, “You got
me singin’ the blues. . .

Moments later, he was on the air re-

sponding fo the inquiry about the sing-

er. As soon as they cut back to the mov-
ie, he was gone again, back to his off-
ice.

Though he sometimes appears lost in
his own thoughts, Kennedy remains an
engaging personality. His easygoing
manner makes it easy on the people
around him. ; j

Things haven't always gone so well,
however. Kennedy in January was in-
volved in a celebrated Grosse Pointe
traffic accident. He said his erratic be-
havior was caused by medication he
was taking. He pleaded| guilty to im-
paired driving, and a sebaratc charge
of leaving the scene of an accident will
be in court later this month.

“HE'S A GEM to work with,~ says
Ruth Whitmore, a former Channel 50
staffer now with WRIF radio. “He's
never late, never sick. He forgets a few
things, but rarely. And he's no ego-
maniac,

“The only time he balks about doing
anything is if it threatens the quality of
his show."”

That quality has led Kennedy into
minor disagreements with the manage-
ment concerning the length of his pro-
gram and the movies he shows.

“I'm always pressing for more
time,” he said. “You.tend to alienate
people from a picture if you cut it so
you can make comments about it. So
my air time is usually shortened.”

The movies he shows used to bring

criticism from viewers because they
were shown over and over again. Ken-
nedy explained he does not choose the
films but is consulted when a package
is bought.

“We go over it together,” he said
“Sometimes a package of 26 or 27
f$ims only has three or fopr good ones
So they always get my opinion."

As for TV movies of the future, Ken-
nedy cannot see any film holding out
for long before being shown on televi-
sion.

“'‘Gone With the Wind' was the last
big one to fall,” he said, then, once
again, adding dramatically, “It finally

succumbed to the lure of gold, which

we all do at some time.”

Then it was back down to finish
Monday's live show. His Sunday
through Wednesday programs are all
live, with Thursday through Saturday
taped. During a five-hour period Mon-
day, Kennedy taped Thursday's show,
took phone calls for Monday's show
(part of the telephone question period is
taped, allowing Kennedy time to get a
picture to answer the question. The pic
ture is then cut into the tape) and
taped promos for the 8 p.m. movie

“I'm very lucky to be doing what I
like and getting paid for it,” he said
about his future. “And I know it |
wouldn't know what else to do. As long
as the public enjoys it, I'll keep doing
it.”

He got some things together for
Tuesday's show, put on his overcoat
and a blue cap, and headed for his car
to drive to his Grosse Pointe home On
his way out, Kennedy was stopped by
Channel 50 program director David
Simon, who complimented him on his
black velvet suit

Long meetings scrutinized

For one reason or another, Canton
Township board meetings are often
packed with scores of residents who
are interested in a particular agenda
item or in township affairs in general.

But because of the late hour at which
most recent board meetings have
adjourned, the crowds who walk
through the meeting hall door at 7
p-m.often are reduced to a few stead-
fast onlookers by the time the last
agenda item is discussed.

Trustee Carol Bodenmiller recog-
nized that problem at last Tuesday’s
township board meeting and offered
what she believes could be a solution to
the increasing number of 7 p.m. to 2
a.m. meetings. ‘

Mrs. Bodenmiller suggested that the
township board hold four regular meet-
ings a month instead of the three that
are currently scheduled. The meetings
would be held on first, second, third
and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

The increased number of meetings
would allow the township board to
adopt a policy that would require all
meetings to adjourn at 11 p.m., Mrs
Bodenmiller reasons.

Under her suggestion, the township
board could extend the meeting to
11:30 p.m. by a two-thirds majority
vote. Any agenda item that is not dis-
cussed within the time limit would be
placed on the beginning of the next
meeting’s agenda.

Mrs. Bodenmiller claims that board
members are in no shape to consider
important agenda items at 2 am. She
also believes that the board's marathon
meetings are discouraging township
residents from attending.

Board members seemed receptive to
Mrs. Bodenmiller's idea but wanted to
sleep on the suggestion. The matter
will be discussed at the board's next
meeting on Feb. 27.

Whether it was Mrs. Bodenmiller's
doing or the relatively short length of
the agenda, Tuesday's meeting ad-
Journed at 10:30 p.m. — the earliest
quitting hour for any regular board
meeting in the last several months

Small electrics,
savings priced for

Teaching reading skills continues to be a top pri-
ority in the learning program of Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

That assurance was given the school board Mon-
day night by Mike Homes, assist. supt. for instruc-
tion.

But after receiving the assurance, some trustees
still had personal reservations about whether the
methods and materials used are consistent with the
high priority assigned.

THE DISCUSSION of teaching reading in the
middle schools was initiated by a request for a
progress report by trustee Joe Gray.

In December 1977, at Gray’s prodding, the cen-
tral adminis tration forwarded to middle school
principals a re-statement of its commitment to
teaching reading skills and promised a full evalua-
tion report to the board in June 1979.

When Gray asked Monday night how the reading
program at the middle schools was progressing,
Homes responded with a detailed interim report.

But the report seemed to raise more questions
and issues than it addressed. And it opened up a
wide-ranging discussion with trustees offering their
opinions about what was right and wrong about
reading instruction here and elsewhere.

GRAY BEGIN by asking the administration to
consider whether an entirely new approach was
needed for teaching reading.

“In my opinion, we and many other districts have
been teaching reading wrong for the past 50 years.
I think phonics is the way to go and I'd like the
administration to take a close look, with an open
mind, at some materials I have to share with
them.”

Gray said he picked up the material from the
Readers Reform Foundation, a non-profit group
which has evaluated numerous reading programs,
conducted research, and makes suggestions on how
non-readers can learn to read through phonics.

‘“Fhe foundation has a lot of success stories to
tell, especially with learning disabled children who
have been taught to read within a couple of years
and decertified within four years from entering
school,” Gray added.

Gray questioned whether reading test scores

comparing Plymouth-Canton with districts

the state really is a measure of success.

“If nobody in the midwest can read, than what do

the comparision scores really tell us. That our non-
readers are better than other non-readers?”

' DICK ARLEN, board vice-president, expressed
e concern that different schools may be going down
O different roads to;fach reading. | .

“Are we using different yardsticks at separate
schools to measure ability to read? Do we have a
non-standardization of criteria to determine what's
really happening in the individual schools?”

Arlen also noted that the selection of reading ma-
terials from publishers by the individual schools
varies greatly and asked whether there really was
any way to evaluate all the programs. “If 14
schools -are, using 14 different kinds of gpatettals
from 14 different publishers, than there’s a
problem.”

Barbara Telford, director of elementary educa-
tion, noted that “the selection of material has a lot
to do with the learner and the teacher.

“Because individual students learn differently,
we must prescribe different programs and materi-
als. I don't see how we can claim to offer individu-
alized instruction without having different materi-
als.

“And we have to be careful. We cannot keep

prescribing the same thing because it once was
good.”

TOM YACK, board president, commented that

‘materials used should in some way be related to the

goal-based curriculum system now being used by
the district.

“Unless there is some agreement as to where the

' district is going, than when one school accepts

reading materials from a publisher it really is ac-
cepting the objectives of that publisher.

“With goal-based curriculum, we should be mov-
ing away from that. But I would think we are hav-
ing a problem offering curriculum training if so
many different means and materials are being

Supt. John M. Hoben noted that there has been a
lot of changes since 1920 which relate to the ability
of schools to teach reading.

“In the 1920s, for instance, about 62 per cent of
those entering public schools never entered high
school. Now about 90 per cent enter high school.”

Hoben also noted that the frequency of reading at
home was an important influence on a student’s
ability to learn to read at school. “This is a socio-
economic factor that we really cannot control.”

Yack also noted the harmful impact too much
television viewing has on youngsters, adding that
time spent watching TV is not spent reading. “One
thing which shows up in research again and again is
that the more someone reads, the better they get at
reading.” g

The discussion ended with Gray forwarding his
materials to the administration and suggesting a
workshop be scheduled to discuss whether phonics
is the best way to téaching reading skills.
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February Home Sale

sale 43.99

Waring juice extractoris a centrifugal
modéPwith automatic pulp ejector. Easy
to clean, simple to operate, with a stain-
less steel grater/shedder, single on/off
heavy duty switch control, and heavy
duty motor. Automatically extracts juice
from a wide variety of fruits and vege-
tables leaving only dry pulp. 10 units*

in The Marketplace at Hudson's.

sale 21.99

iron efficiently cleans

and professional-type

permanent press and

*Total units available at Metropolitan Detroit
Hudson's stores while quantities last.

hudsons

Sunbeam self-cleaning Shot of Steam
better, last longer, using tap water. Shot
of Steam button delivers instant extra-
penetrating steam for stubborn wrinkles

provide all-over steam coverage. Has a

guide. 250 units® in The Marketplace.

itself to steam

creases. 36 vents

wash-wear fabric

.
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