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Board lowers boom on Canton builders

By CAROLINE PRICE

Builders have been given 30 days to
clean up a stack of Canton homeown-
ers’ complaints or face passage of a
strict ordinance that could put many of
them out of business.

The township board of trustees is-
sued that ultimatum ' after dozens of
disgruntled homeowners aired their
complaints at a special Monday night
hearing. _

Representatives from building con-
cerns who also attended the meeting
sat scribbling notes ‘or impassively
staring straight ahead as homeowners
listed problem after' problem with
what they had hoped would be a dream
home. ;

The tales of woe ranged from base-
ments that flooded after every rain to
homes that had progressed no further
than a foundation after nearly a year of
waiting.

Board members were clearly on the
side of the homeowners as they chas-
tized builders akd the township’s own
building department for a host of unre-
solved frustrations.

The long list of complaints culminat-
ed in a showdown with Irvin H. Yack-
ness, representative for the Southeast-
ern Michigan Builders' Association,
who promised that builders would take
care of their “outstanding” complaints
within a month if “at all possible.”

Supervisor Noel Culbert told Yack-
ness the alternative would be disas-
trous to builders. :

“In 30 days, if things are not taken
care of, the toughest ordinance I be-
lieve that has ever goyerned builders
will be drawn up and submitted to this
board,” Culbert said. |

That ordinance, he said, would prob-
ably require builders tg put up a hefty
bond prior to issuance of a building
permit for a new house. If the eventual
homeowner ¢ould not get repair$ and
corrections done to that house within a
reasonable length of time, he or she
would have the right to hire an inde-
pendent contractor to take care of the
problem who would be paid from the
bond held by the township.

“If we have to do it, that's exactly

what we will do, and it will probably
bankrupt the entire building industry,”
Culbert said.

The board also promised homeoyn-
ers that if the township’s own building
department had not been effective in
resolving complaints in the past, it
would certainly become so in the
future.

The building department got a large
share of the flak from homeowners
who told of their problems and accused
department members of lying and
incompetence.

Residents questioned building
inspectors’ failure to use checklists so
that houses would be uniformly
inspected. »

SEVERAL HOMEOWNERS said the
lack of response to their complaints
was almost as frustrating as the origi-
nal complaint.

Larry McEwen, owner of a home in
the Sunflower subdivision, said he had
accumulated a mass of paperwork

from his complaints during the four
years he has lived in his house.

“I have three pounds of complete
waste here--122 forms in one pad that
are letters to the township and to the
state and to Crescendo (the company
that built his house),” McEwen said.

“It seems to me the byilders should
be required to do something like post a
bond. I want the damn thing done now.”

McEwen continued, “Prior to the pri-
mary, all hell broke loose with the
homeowners. Everyone promised to
take care of these problems. It happens
every time with an election.

“You've got to have someone work-
ing on this constantly.”

Other homeowners said they didn’t
know the procedure for filing com-
plaints, or what to do if their problems
weren't resolved. , ‘

George Ellis, who said he has had a
problem with his basement leaking
ever since he bought his house, told the
board building inspectors who came

R

Builder Complaints
1978-79
Crescendo 36
Dembs Building 36
Republic Develop. 7
Starlight 11

and Bert Smokler.

HOW DOES YOUR
BUILDER RATE?

Following is the number of complaints the Canton Township Building
Department has compiled during 1978-79 against local builders. Com-
plaints are ones the department has acted upon. Grading complaints
and those of an emergency nature are not listed.

Building permits
issued 1977 and 1978

Other builders which have had more than one but less than six com-
plaints lodged against them include Amurcon, Bonadeo, Carmel, Cervi,
Chatgford, Churchill, Keats, Koss, Norman Long, Paramount, Pebble

Percentage
of complaints

)

566 6%
215 16%
391 1%
167 6%

New plant gets
taxes reduced

A division of Diamond International
Corp. has received the first tax exemp-:
tion certificate ever awarded to a com-
pany under Michigan Act 198 by the
Canton board. [

The certificate will reduce the taxes
on Diamond Automation’s new Canton
plant and equipment by 50 percent for
a 12-year period.

The company, which manufacutures

egg packaging equipment, is planning
to move its research and development
operations from Redford Township to a
new facility on Ronda Drive in Canton.

According to towrship Clerk John
Flodin, the company would pay $22,000
in annual taxes without the tax exemp-
tion. The certificate will reduce the

company’s tax bill to approximately
$11,000.

Under terms of the 1974 Michigan
law, Canton officials are not obligated
to award the maximum 50 percent tax
reduction for a maximum 12-year peri-
od.

But Ben Robertson of the Michigan
Office of Economic Development rec-
ommended that the maximum tax ex-
emption be granted because of the stiff
competition for industry.

Canton officials have made a com-
mitment to draw more industry into
the township because of a high tax bur-
den on residents.

According to a spokesperson for Dia-
mond Automation, the new Canton
plant will employ 27 workers.

Salvation Army

celebrates 50th

Young in heart. Old in Service.
Friend to all.

That describes the community ser-
vice arm of Plymouth which has been
functioning here for 50 years.

And the record of 50 years to Plym-
outh people explains why the May-
flower Meeting House was jam-packed
with residents who wanted to be a part
of the golden anniversary commemora-
tion of the Plymouth Salvation Army.

The celebration started with Sunday
morning’s worship service at the Corps’
headquarters, 290 Fairground, and con-
tinued into the afternoon with a Golden
Jubilee Concert by the Dearborn
Heights Corps Brass Band in the Plym-
outh Church of the Nazarene. -

Sunday evening an anniversary din-
ner and celebration service was held at
the Plymouth Corps headquarters and
then Monday night the celebration was
capped with the annuall appreciation
dinner in the Meeting Hom.

FEB. 17,1929: A young couple by the
name of Frank and Florence Wright
arrived in Plymouth with instructions
from Detroit headquarters to begin the

work of the Salvation Army here.
Mrs. Wright, now in her 80s, recalls
those early beginnings: .

“We had nine children ip our first

Sunday School (which met in avi u
stairs room in a building which st
where the present First Federa]l Sav-
ings and Loan now is located) but we
soon outgrew this building, so we had to
look for another.”

Sunday School, however, was not the
only program or service in which the
Army people became invelved. Pro-
grams to develop character and en-
courage personal growth were added
and are continuing today.

Today young people and adults still
find worthwhile activities at the Plym-
outh Corps, adds Commander Lt. Wil-
liam Harfoot. “Individual, family and
community crisis have all been includ-
ed in the Army’s history of service.

In commenting on the future and
how the Salvation Army will relate
growing suburbia, Harfoot said: “Wher-
ever there are people and problems,
there will be opportunities for the
unique Christian witness and the ser-
vice of the Salvation Army.

“The role and method of the Army
has changed over the years but its mis-
sion of sharing the Christian message
and rendering compassionate service
will be a part of the Plymouth commu-
nity for years to come.”

THAT SENSE OF permanency in the

(Continued on page 4A)

/

out to the house would never tell him if
his complaint was a legitimate viola-
tion of an ordinance.

“They just say they’ll look into it,"
Ellis said.

AARON MACHNIK, deputy building

official, was on hand to take most of

the grilling from audience and board
members.

He agreed that some of the sugges-
tions of homeowners, such as a check-
list for building inspectors, were good
ideas.

But, Machnik told the board, the
main problems with the building de-
partment were insufficient staffing,
low pay and employee morale.

He said building inspectors worked
for the “spectacular salary” of $14,000
per year and handle an extremely high
caseload.

Machnik denied charges made by
some residents that the building de-
partment was corrupt, saying he would
fire any inspector of whom he has
proof was taking money, and would
turn in his own resignation immediate-
ly if anyone had facts that he was tak-
ing money.

During the last administration, Su-
pervisor Harold Stein had asked the

Michigan State Police to conduct an in-
vestigation of the building department,
but that investigation was dropped be-
cause of lack of evidence.

Only one representative from a

. building company (other than Yack-

charme that some governmental units
have been successfully sued for refus-
ing to|issue building permit¥.

“It |seems if there are -a couple of
lougy| builders, it's up to him
(Dud‘hprme) and his cchorts to control

1

If things are not taken care of, the toughest
ordinance | believe has ever governed builders
will be drawn up and submitted te this board.’

— Canton Supenfisor Noel Culbert

ness) commented on the charges made

. by homeowners.

David Ducharme, a representative of
Pilch Builders, told the audience,
“From a businessman’s point of view,
350,000 parts go into a home. They
can’t be all right.”

Ducharme called the homeowners a

- “reactionary population.

“I don’t want to be boxed into a legis-
lative hole,” he said.

“If a competitor doesn’t do a good
job, stop his building permit. I run this
business on my belly. Honest business-
men are getting hammered.”

Trustee Robert Greenstein told Du-

the Bad ones,” Greenstein added.

“And if you can't control them, by
God| we will,” Greenstein said

Yackness, who served as spokesman
for th¢ builders, said the group will es-
tablish weekly meetings between trus-
tees| builders and members of the
building department to deal with com-
plaints during the next month.

“You've made it amply clear,” he
told the board, “unless we produce, the
indu%tky faces the prospect of being
shut/down.”

The|board has agreed to meet again
March 5 to check the builder's prog-
ress| |

HUD block grant fund

creates tangled strings

A Wayne County directive to select a
site for the construction of low- or
moderate-income housing has been at-
tached to a federal program that is
funding conversion of Canton’s Dye
Brothers Subdivision into an industrial
park.

But the order that was issued by the
Wayne County Planning Commission
last month is not being swallowed by
the Canton board, even though town-

Gary Caskey)

Bowled .

David Fisk IF puts enthusiasm into the throw as he warms up at the
Super Bowl in Canton during a program offered by the township’s
parks and recreation department. For more pictures of Canton stu-
dents trying out their bowling skills, turn to page 3A. (Staff photo by

ship grant coordinator Terry Carrol
says the new requirements do not bring
a radical change.

Board' members are angrily ques-
tioning the county’s authority to re-
quire the site selection as part of the
guidelines governing administration of
the federal community block grant pro-
gram.

On Tuesday, the board unanimously
voted to table the site selection even if
it means that Wayne County will
choose the location itself.

The county planning commisgion ad-
ministers the block grant program of
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) for 32
Wayne County communities.

THE NEW GUIDELINES require
each community to choose a site for
the consfruction of housing for low-
income, moderate-income or senior cit-
izen groups.

According to Carroll, the county will
incorporate the sites in a booklet it is
preparing of low- and moderate-in-
come housing sites in the area.

Carroll said the county has pledged
to select the sites itself if communities
do not submit their own selections by
next week.

Although board members vehement-
ly opposed the requirement at Tues-
day’s meeting, Carroll said Wednesday

' morning that the new requirements are

not a radical departure from former
policy. )

He said the county selected a tegta-
tive low-income housing site last year
near the Canton Commons apartment
complex on Haggerty south of Cherry
Hill. This year, the county is asking
communities to select alternative loca-
tions themselves for a county shopping
list of low-income sites.

. Carroll adds that the township board
reserves the power to approve or deny
site plans for proposed low-income
developments.

On Tuesday, township planner Jim
Kosteva recommended a 10-acre site
on the south side of Warren east of Lil-
ley for a future low- or moderaté-in-
come development. The land is zoned
for multiple residential use.

inside
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BUT THE CANTON board refused to
designate any land for low- or moder-
ate-indeme hoysing.

Tawnship afficials maintain that
Canton) already contains 12 times the
Jow-ingome units reported by nearby
commuynties with populations above
25,000

They say a |township program that

awarnds grants|to low-income families .

for ihéusing rehabilitation complies
with| the county’s housing assistance
plan| The rehabilitation program is
also funded with HUD dollars.

Township baard members say they
resent the county's attempt to intrude
on the planning of their community.

Trystee Robert Greenstein, who
serv@d{as Canton’s supervisor from
1974 [tq 1976, said he met with HUD
officials in Washington some years ago
to disquss the type of strings that
Wayne County has placed on the com-
munity iblock grant program.

“We (were promised by the federal
government that this type of thing
would | never happen,” Greenstein
insisted, “T'll be damned if I'm going to
let anydne plan this community except
this bpard.

“Wgere does their authority come
from?" |Greenstein asked in reference
to the Wayne County Planning Com-
mission,

Greenstein and the more militant
members of the board favored the
drafting of a resolution that would for-
bid the gounty to select a low-income
housing [site in Canton and demand to
know thé source of the county’s author-
ity ‘

But Trustee Lynne Goldsmith feared
the conspquences of that action.

“If we deny this, I think our block
grant funds will be cut off,” she said.

The conversian of Dye Brothers Sub-
divisian | near Michigan and Sheldon
into an ipdustrial park will be partially
financed by blogk grant funds. Canton
has already received $80,500 for the
projecf and expect to receive an addi-
tional | $850,000 over the next three
years. | | 3

In the|end, the board voted to table
the matter and investigate the county’s
authority to mandate selection of a
low‘inc_ome housing site.
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HAROLD B: SLATER

Funeral services for Mr. Slater, 60 of
Plymouth Township, were held recent-
ly in R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral Home
with burial in Cadillac Memorial Cem-
etery. Officiating was the Rev. P. Da-
vid Graham of Grace United Brethren
Church.

Mr. Slater, who dled Jan. 26 in Sinai
Hospital, was a job setter for Bar-
roughs Corp. Survivors include: wife,
Mary; son, Ted; daughters, Mrs. Terri
Rohroff and Mary Kay; brother, Amos;
sisters, Mrs. Doris Bradley, Mrs. Marie
Pease, and Mrs. Irene Fitzgerald; and
six grandchildren.

MABEL M. SCOTT

1}

Funeral services for Mrs. Scott of
Westland were héld recently in
Schrader Funeral Home with burial in
Riverside Cemetery.| Officiating was
the Rev. Fr. P. David Jones.

Mrs. Scott, who died Jan. 31 in Livo-
nia, was an insurance salesman. Survi-
vors include: sister, Bertha Robbins of
Buffalo, N.Y.; brothers, Robert Martin
of Yorktown Heights,'N.Y., and Arthur
Martin of Branchport, N.Y.

* GEORGE A.FOWLER

Funeral services fo} Mr. Fowler, 67
of Allen, Tex., were held recently in
Ross B. Northmp & Son Funeral Home
with burial in Acacia Park Cemetery.
Officiating was Dr. Larry L. Lewis.

Mr. Fowler, who died Jan. 29 in Dal-
las Presbyterian Hospital, was a for-
mer resident of Plymouth, a retired en-

EDNA M. YATZECK

Funeral services for Mrs. Yatzeck,
79, of Plymouth, were scheduled for 11
a.m. today in St. Paul Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, with burial in Glen
Eden Cemetery.

Rev. Winifred Koelpin was scheduled
to officiate. Arrangements were made
by Schrader Funeral Home.

Mrs. Yatzeck, who died Feb. 5 in
Livonia, was one of the original Livo-
nia families and a graduate of the De-
troit Conservatory of Music more than
50 years ago. She was a homemaker
and a member of St. Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Plymouth.

Survivors include a son, Gerald; a
sister, Mrs. Caroline Rohde; and two
grandchildren.

FLOYD L. REDDEMAN

Funeral services for Mr. Reddeman,
74 of Plymouth, were to be held at 2
p.m. today in Schrader Funeral Home,
with burial at Riverside Cemetery. Of-
ficiating will be the Pastor Leonard J.
Koeginger of St. Paul Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, Plymouth. Memorial
tributes may be made to the Michigan
Heart Association.

Mr. Reddeman, who died Feb. 5 in
Plymouth, was director of purchasing
for the Daisy Manufacturing Co. He
was born on a farm on Lilley Road in
Canton Township and was an employee
of Daisy Manufacturing for 48 years.

He had lived in Rogers, Ark., after
the plant moved there from 1958 to
1977 and then returned to Plymouth.

B. HARROLD

Funera) services for Mrs. Harrold,
90, of Livonia, were held recently in
Rosedal Gardens Presbyterian Church
with burjal at Grand View Cemetery,
Johnstown, Pa. Officiating was the
Rev. Robert Taylor. Arrangements
were made by Schrader Funeral Home.

Mrs. Harrold, who died Jan. 31 in
Presbyterian Village, Detroit, had been
a secretary to Dr. O.L. Brooker for 26
years and was a member of Rosedale
Gardens Presbyterian Church. She is
survived by a friend, Virginia Waters
of Canton.

THOMAS FREDERICK GARCHOW

Mr. Garchow, ‘72, of 936 Ross in
Plymouth, died Jan. 29 in St. Mary Hos- '
pital. Services were Feb. 1 in Our Lady
of Good Counsel Church with Fr. Fran-
cis Byrne officiating. Arrangements
were made by the Lambert Funeral
Home and burial was in Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery.

Mr. Garchow was employed at Dairy
Products. Surviving are his wife Tracy;
sons Thomas of Plymouth and Ronald
of Chicago, Ill; daughter Eunice
Magee; brother Maurice; and sister
Leona Wilson.

"

Students enrolled in a new course at the Centen-
nial Educational Park (CEP) are learning more
about government than what their textbooks say.

The course is highlighted by a week-long study
trip to Washington next May and includes a look at
the issues facing local and stat¢ government.

But the highlight of the course—the trip to the
nation’s capital—may be denied to some of the 47
students who are enrolled in the class unless a com-
munity fundraising drive is successful.

The trip is s red by the national Close Up
Foundation prected to cost each student
$425 for plahe fare, hotel a'ccommodations and
food.

Jerry Morris, area coordinator at the CEP, says
many students in the high school close-up course
cannot afford to foot the entire bill.

Administrators at Plymouth Salem and Plym-
outh Canton high schools are ‘asking members of
the community to make contmbutlons to the pro-
gram.

Last year, four students and three teachers at the
CEP attended the Close Up workshop in Washing-
ton.

The national Close Up foundatlon which was
founded seven years ago, will pay the tab for pne
teacher and student from every high school to ﬁar
ticipate in the trip.

This January, a close-up goyernment class was
established at the CEP to give more students an
opportunity to attend the Washington seminar and
learn about state and local affairs.

The CEP must receive contributions by March 22
in order to send tuition payments to the Close Up
Foundation by March 29 for the Washington semi-
nar. w

Persons cohsidering a contnbutlon to the pro-

gram are asked to call Morns at 453-3100, exten-
sion 304 or 308.

Trip funds sought
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Robert Adams, 10, of Canton
waits to be registered at the Super
Bowl, bowling ball.in hand. The
program, sponsored by the Canton
Parks and Recreation Department,
is for children who participate in
the track system at Plymouth-Can-
ton schools. Some 20 track D chil-
dren, now on vacation, showed up
Tuesday to play in a special bowl-
ing tournament.

e
e,

A SOOI T

Staff photos by Gary Caskey

Barb Abdo of the recreation department registers
Tom, 12, and Susie Hooks, 10, for the tournament.
Winners receive trophies and all who participate will

{

get a special patch. A habdi('ap system is used to equ-

alize competition.
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m the lanes are turned on, kids will be kids. Jeff Edward, (from left) Jeff Knode, Mike
" Knodé and Scott Snead trya show of hands in the machine that shows scorecards above the lanes.
o

Foryour darling gadabout:
A loveable Snoopy tote bag '
that can easily handle her 7
roughest day in style, $4.
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Foryour dedlng ramantic: ¢
A golden jgwelry set, so {
delicate, sa sweet with heart g
shaped eatrings and pendant, $4. %
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our heart belongs to you

Super special .
dellveries
- todelight
her young heart
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“ Foryourup-to-date sweetie:

w

An ever-sosmall heart Sh(f){f)(*(f}‘
address tjpobk with her good
buddy "ir'i‘.r"w;,f);’;v 59
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Foryour oId-!osh‘ic{%ned girl:
A pink mirror box with heart

fopped necklace, bracelet
and ring, $5 |

PSSO







