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Chief pushes 
for more cops 

By CAROLINE PRICE 

Police Chief Walter MacGregor 
wants 10 more police off icers in his 21-
member depar tment . 

If he's lucky, he may get two police 
off icers and another sergeant , as well 
as more reserve off icers he says he 
doesn't want. 

MacGregor requested the additional 
off icers at a special township board 
meeting Thursday night. Although the 
board approved a lieutenant 's position in 
the depar tment , m e m b e r s were less 
amenable to the chief 's requests for 
more off icers and the creat ion of cor-
poral rankings. 

Most board m e m b e r s were sympa-
thetic to MacGregor ' s pleas for more 
staff But a f t e r a discussion which 
didn't favor adding 10 more people to 
the police depar tment , the issue was 
tabled until tonight 's (Monday) special 
meeting. 

As usual, the problem was money. 
MacGregor es t imated the additional 

cost of hiring 10 more officers , includ-
ing salary, f r inge benefits, uni form al-
lowance and 10 per cent over t ime, at 
$207,320 for a year . He said the actual 
cost would only be about $140,000 be-
cause Canton 's mer i t commiss ion 
would probably not be able to comple te 
the hiring and testing of appl icants un-
til May. 

According to T r e a s u r e r J a m e s 
Donahue, the township would have to 

A wise one 
R a r e l y s e e n in the a r e a , th is 

g r e a t s n o w y owl a l i g h t e d on a 

Schoolcraft Community College 
flagpole early Friday morning and 
proceeded to attract gawkers 
throughout the da>i A three-foot 
wing span enables the bird to de-
part its Arctic habitat for parts 
south when food gets scarce. But 
observers fai led to conf irm 
whether the bird's reputation for 
wisdom was demonstrated during 
its campus forays. 

eventually more than double the two 
mills it levies for the police depar tmen t 
to mee t the cost of additional s taff . 

Clerk John Flodin added that fac tors 
such as a police union contract (the de-
pa r tmen t recently voted to accept the 
Police Off icer 's Association of Michi-
gan as its bargaining representa t ive) 
would also mean additional costs to the 
chief 's proposal. 

Although Trustee Rober t Greenstein 
said he knew MacGregor needed more 
staff , he opposed raising the police mil-
lage. "If you s t a r t abusing tbe mil lage 
those people (the voters) went into in 
good faith, we a r e in deep trouble. If 
we put more mills on a fu tu re ballot 
for the police it 's suicide—not just po-
litical suicide but a breach of fa i th ." 

Greenstein suggested set t ing up a re-
serve p rogram in which various experi-
enced people would teach the volunteer 
police officers. He volunteered his own 
services (he set up an initial reserve 
p rogram when he was township super-
visor before Canton had a regular 
depar tment) . 

"It might al l ieviate some of the man-
power problems and triple some other 
problems. But the cost would be low 
and we can ' t be faking people for long 
saying we have a f u l l - t i m e police 
depar tment . 

"We may have to call in the s ta te po-

lice and ask our new judge ( J ames 

Garber) for help, but if it works it 

(Continued on page 2A) 

Police get 
computer 
approval 

If you should happen to get stopped 
for speeding in Canton somet ime in the 
near fu ture , you can assume the cop 
knows all about you before coming up 
to your window. 

That ' s one of the advan tages of a 
computer sys tem soon to be adopted by 
the Canton police depar tment . It will 
be an advantage, unless you 're escap-
ing f r o m a bank heist. 

The Canton Township Board of Trus-
tees Thursday night approved the rent-
al of two screen-style computor termi-
nals that can pe r fo rm all the functions 
of the police depa r tmen t ' s present tele-
type machine in considerably less t ime. 

The te letype is par t of the s ta te and 
national LEIN system which gives lo-
cal police depa r tmen t s access to police 
information compiled throughout the 
country. 

It would take an off icer several min-
utes to call in a c a r license number and 
get back the information on a paper 
read-out f rom the teletype machine. 

The CLEMIS (Court and Law En-
forcement Management Informat ion 
System) CRT (cathqid ray tube) ma-
chine which was approved by the board 
allows an opera tor to send and receive 
information almost instantaneously on 
a electronic display screen. 

CLEMIS is based in Oakland County 
and is used by police depar tments , 
courts and the county prosecutor 's off-
ice. 

The Canton Police Depar tment will 
rent the system f r o m the CLEMIS Poli-
cy Committee, which has to approve 
the depa r tmen t ' s application. 

Cox says the CLEMIS system is de-
signed pr imar i ly to faci l i ta te local op-
erat ions while other LEIN sys tems a r e 
designed more for s ta tewide use. Ac-
cording to Detective Sgt. Gerald Cox, 
who presented the various LEIN op-
tions to the board, the two compute r 
terminals will also come with a ma-
chine that can print out information 
typed on the screen. 

(OMtteaed on page 2A) 
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'Why do we need it?9 

a l m o s t a s m u c h f u n a s t h e g l e e f u l s l ide d o w n on d i s c s l e d s . (Su j f f 
p h o t o by Bob W o o d r i n g ) 

Businesses boo licensing 
A proposed ordinance that would re-

quire all businesses in Canton Town-
ship to obtain licenses every two years 
is arousing the suspicions of the busi-
ness community . 

"Why do we need i t?" was the ques-
tion asked by every businessperson who 
spoke at last Tuesday's township board 
meeting. 

"It seems like it 's something else 
you're trying to j am down our throats ," 
said Ken Dividock, owner of the Centu-
ry 21 office on Ford Road. 

Dividock said the proposed ordi-
nance would c rea te an adverse c l imate 
for the business communi ty and force 
many businesspersons to locate their 
s tores elsewhere. 

TOWNSHIP BOARD m e m b e r s a re 
insisting, however, that the ordinance 
still in a rough outline s tage will help 
— not hurt — the business communi ty . 

They say the ordinance is needed to 
provide a list of cur ren t businesses and 
their owners so s tore propr ie tors can 
be notified in an emergency. The ordi-
nance would also prevent the deterio-
ration of Canton businesses as the com-
munity grows older, they say. 

ACCORDING TO S U P E R V I S O R 
Noel Culbert, the proposed ordinance 
was modeled a f t e r laws a l ready in ef-
fect in Livonia and Garden City. 

Ordinance off icers surveyed the 20 
char t e r townships in Michigan and 
found that th ree require the licensing 
of businesses. Ten cities in the a r ea 

surrounding Cantoa Township also re-
quire business licenses. 

"I 'm ra ther surprised that Canton 
Township is still in the dark ages," said 
Culbert, 

Mary Perna , president of the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce , said the busi-
ness communi ty "is apprehens ive 
about licensing. 

"We would like an opportunity to ince 
study this and work with you on any the ordi 
proposals you have," she said. busin 

The township board assured cham- "I th 
ber members at Tuesday's meet ing commu 
that they would not enact the ordinance out of t 
without giving businesspersons a townshi, 
chance to express their views. Treas 

But Trustee Robert Greenstein was 

at Dividock's comment that 
ance was being j ammed down 

[persons' throats. 
nk it 's too bad the business 
ity a lways has to make a vfar 

si tuations," said the fo rmer 
supervisor. 

rer J im Donahue, who met 

(Continued on page 2A 

Board tightens standards 
on liquor license forms 

Obtaining a liquor license in Canton Township 
will not .be as easy as it once was. 

Last Tuesday, the Canton board tentatively ap-
proved a four-page liquor license application form 
that will be used to establish cr i ter ia for the alloca-
tion of liquor licenses. 

The form will be forwarded to m e m b e r s of the 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission for an opin-' 
ion. 

Until now, the Canton Township board has not 
required liquor license appl icants to fill out any 
wri t ten forms. Applicants simply asked for a liquor 
license, and the township board submit ted its rec-
ommendat ion to the liquor control commission. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT of cr i ter ia was demand-
ed by many angry residents months ago, a f t e r the 
fo rmer township board granted liquor licenses to 
the Canton House and Pa l ace res taurants . 

The owner of the Big Boy res taurant unsuccess-
fully requested a license for his establ ishment . 
Many Canton residents Wondered if fast-food res-
taurants would be next. 

Canton board members a re hoping that the ques-
tions compiled by deputy t reasurer Maria Falk-
iewicz will provide guidelines for the grant ing of 
the licenses. 

The application form includes numerous ques-
tions concerning the n a t i r e and ownership of the 
business establ ishment . Krs. Falkiewicz said the 
questions were borrowed f rom application fo rms 
used by surrounding comi 

According to township 
Township current ly has 
grant . He expects the to< 
more, however, a f t e r the 

The number of liquor lij 
is based on its population. 

unities. 
erk John Flodin. Canton 

ree liqour licenses yet to 
hip will receive 10 to 15 

980 census is conducted 
nses a communi ty holds 

SHORT 
TAKES 

HOMEOWNERS Unite: The Ob-
server has learned that builders and 
developers within the communi ty 
plan to show up in full force at a 
special township board meet ing 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Feb. 5 (today) 
at township hall. T h e meet ing was 
called to deal with problems of 
homeowners in Canton. So if you've 
got a gr ipe — or even a compl iment 
— for the company that built your 
house, chances a r e good you'll find 
your f r iendly local bui lder a t 
tonight 's meeting. 

TREASURER J a m e s Donahue 
has taken the award for off-color 
r e m a r k s made a t a township 
board meeting away f r o m pres-
ent tit le-holder Clerk John Flodin. 
Being too del icate to mention the 
commen t in a fami ly newspaper,* 
we suggest all curious persons 
call Donahue a t township hall for 
the exac t quote. Normally, we 
would not t rouble ourselves to 
mention all this, but since we 
lambasted Flodin for a commen t 
we considered poor tas te in an 
ear l ie r edition, it seemed only 
fa i r to give the rest o i the board 
equal t rea tment . 

WANT TO learn more about the 
myster ious inner working^ of zoning 
and communi ty planning? J a m e s 
Kosteva, Canton's planner, will be 
conducting a mini-series in commu-
nity planning beginning Feb. 12. The 
classes will mee t twice a month pri-
or to planning commission meet-
ings. In addition, The Observer will 
be running a series of ar t ic les on 
communi ty planning to go along 
with the classes. Call the planning 
commission a t 397-1000 for more 
info. 

BOTTLED UP 

The bottle bill 's e f fec ts have 
been fel t by just about everyone, 
f r o m store owner to truck driver 
to consumer. For the s tory on the 
impact of the controversial bill 
locally, turn to page 3A. 
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Youths arrested 
on larceny rap 

1 > o men a r e f r ee on bond a f t e r being a r res ted on charges of larceny 
f r o m several Canton stores. 

Michael T iemey , 19, of 2855 Windword, Milford, and David O'Neal, 17, 
of 19710 Chapel, Detroit, will go before 35th District Court Judge J a m e s 
Garber Feb. 5 for pre l iminary examinat ion on two counts each of larce-
ny f r o m a building. 

Canton police ar res ted Tiemey and O'Neal at the Harvard Square 
shopping center Jan . 30. following a rash of thef ts f r o m township s tores 
on the s ame day. 

Canton Police Officer Robert vanLith said police answered a call f r o m 
the Materni ty Vogue store on Lilley about 5 p.m. last Tuesday. 

A clerk told police two men c a m e in the store. One man said he was 
looking for something for his wife. The clerk said while one man caused 
a diversion, the other took $25 out of the cash register . 

While police off icers were dealing with the Materni ty Vogue incident, 
a call c a m e In f r o m the Star Stop par ty s tore at Ford Road and Lilley. 

A clerk at the Star Shop said 90 lottery t ickets were stolen f r o m the 
cash register . One man drew the c lerk ' s at tention while the other looted 
the register, the clerk said. 

A third call c a m e f rom JoAnn's Fabr ics in the K m a r t Plaza, where a 
clerk heard the back door to the s tore open and saw two young men 
en te r 

The men browsed around the store, bought a package of thumb tacks, 
and left . Later , two c lerks repor ted money missing f rom their purses, 
which were kept in the back of the store. 

The two suspects were ar res ted la ter that night a f t e r police matched 
their descriptions to the ones given by the various s tore clerks. 

vanLith said the lottery tickets were recovered and a r e being held as 
evidence. 

There were 27 winners among the 90 t ickets — amount ing to approxi-
mate ly $65. 

Police budget focus of meeting 
(Continued from page 1A) 

might give ps breathing room for two 
or three years . " 

But MacGregor said he needed 
trained police officers, not reserves. He 
told the board he has 
seven reserves now and would have 
more by the end of the month. Accord-
ing to MacGregor, the reserves can ' t be 
sent out without a trained police off icer 
and a re difficult to schedule at t imes 
he needs them because of their own 
work schedules. The volunteer reserves 
serve par t - t ime. 

He said his s taff ing problem wi 
compounded when he has to s t a r t 
tioning a police off icer in Canton's 

1 be 
sta-
new 

trict court. "I understand your prob-
is, but when Garber wants an offi-
in court I don't have any choice." 
lacGregor added, "I don't think 10 
le magic number. If you believe you 
spare f ive men, that 's fine. If you 
only give me three men, that ' s fine 

Trustee Lynee Goldsmith responded, 
"And then you'll come back and need 
10 more radios or 10 more desks. 

'iWe went to a ful l - t ime police de-
pa r tmen t in June. Four months la ter 
yoii c a m e back and told us we need six 
more people. Than four months a f t e r 
we gave you that you c a m e back and 
tol<jl us we need 10 more people. You 
don't s ta r t at zero and go to 40. You 
s tar t with planning and phase in peo-
ple, 

"I d o n l think the board should be 
badgered every four months by the po-
lice depar tment . You shouldn't be here 
any of tener than six months." 

Ms. Goldsmith's charge of "badger-
ing" brought dissents f rom other board 
m e m b e r s and made MacGregor visibly 
angry. . 

MacGregor responded, "You say I 
badger—I beg to differ . I was request-
ed to come here tonight.'^ 

Trustee Carol Bodenmiller com-
mented, "We can ' t put our heads in the 
sand and pretend there 's no problem. 
Badgering I don't believe. We should be 
a little more carefu l about throwing 
barbs." 

Supervisor Noel Culbert moved that 
the police depar tment get one more 
sergeant and two police off icers , say-
ing he believed the budget could handle 
that. 

But the motion went nowhere. The 
board assigned Greenstein and t rus tee 
Eugene Daly to talk to police depar t -
ment off icials and come back with rec-
ommendations, but would commi t it-
self no fur ther . 

"We need to sleep on it," Culbert 
said. 

MacGregor did get his request to 
have a l ieutenant position created. He 
said the new rank is neccessary be-
cause someone needs to have the au-
thority and responsibility to fill in for 
him in his absence and because "it is 
difficult to designate a sergeant to su-
pervise off icers of equal rank." 

in the resolution to c rea te a lieuten-
ant rank, the board also included a re-
quest that the mer i t commission, which 
handles hiring, consider bypassing 
writ ten examinations. 

The four sergeants now employed by 
the depar tment , who would be first in 
line for the promotion, had recently 
taken written examinat ions for promo-
tion purposes. 

The board was not as receptive to a 

request that a corporal ' s ranking be 
established. 

MacGregor said the promotions a r e 
needed so that police of f icers put in 
charge during a sergeant s vacat ions 
and t ime off would have the author i ty 
to back u p o rders 

Board m e m b e r s questioned whether 
most ot the patrol off icers] many of 
whom htave less than a year of experi-
ence, sh >uld be promoted so quickly. 

C a n t o n 
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Cops get computer system OK 
(Continued f r o m page 1A) 

Cox also told the board that the com-
puter t e rmina l s will eventual ly simpli-
fy the process of filling out repor ts that 
have to be sent to the s ta te . 

"The off icers a r e now filling out 
computer fo rms by hand" Cox said. 

"I do think the CLEMIS is the best 
sys tem today for the dollar ." 

The board also considered another 
sys tem avai lable to the police depar t -
ment called the Data Speed 40, which 
Cox said was also a CRT terminal . 

Both the teletype and Data Speed 
equipment would have been provided 
by the Michigan State LEIN Commit-
tee. The teletype was .costing the police 
depa r tmen t about $300 per month, but 
Cox said the LEIN Commit tee an-

nounced that it would be provided f r ee 
of charge beginning Feb rua ry because 
"our use justif ies it." 

According to f igures provided by the 
police depar tment , the Data Speed 
model would have cost a lease fee of 
$270 monthly for a total of $3,240 for 
one te rminal and one printer . The total 
cost, including installation, for a full 
year , was es t imated at $6,480. 

The CLEMIS system, according to 
police es t imates , will cost a lease fee of 
$494.32 monthly and a total of $5,931 
annually for one CRT and pr inter . The 
second te rminal will cost an additional 
$912. The total cost per year , with the 
installation fee included in the rental 
cost, is es t imated at $6,843.84. 

Cox said the system will cost about 
$9 per day more than the $3,000 listed 
in the police budget for such equip-
ment. 

The board agreed that all costs in ex-
cess of the amount budgeted for the 
system would be paid out of the town-
ship's general fund. 

Easy come, 
easy grow. 

lake stock in Anicr icu. 
Buy I '.S. Savings Koiuk. 

Save 
3 0 - 5 0 % 
on Diamond 
Stud Earrings 
Pendants 
An exc i t ing Valent ine gHt 

to de l igh t her every moment 

PENDANT 1 

EARRING VOTAL WT 
05 (in whiti' UK gold only) 
" 'in wtii r or yellow 14K OOlO 

-OTAL WT 
in while or yellow 14K oold) 

1 ItW $ JO 00 

2S0 00 1«f.M 
m . M 

600 00 

» MM 

1 4 1 0 4 

m . M 

75 00 
130 00 
175 00 
300 00 
425 00 
900 00 

Diamond̂  mounted m UK 901a Satisfaction guarentMd 

diamond jeweler / 
IN T E R E N C E C O R N E R S * I N T E R E N 

1 U M M I D D L E B E L T ( B E 
: E C O R N E R S 
T W E E N S 4 4 M I L E R O A D ) L I V O N I A 

(313) 515 4145 Open AAonday tfcru Sa tu rday 10-6 P W Thg rs 10-4 30 P ^ 
P H O N E O R D E R S A C C E P T E D M A S T E R C H A R G E V I S A W E L C O M E 

Businesses object 
to license proposal 

(Continued f r o m page 1A) 

with serveral chamber of c o m m e r c e 
m e m b e r s to discuss the proposed ordi-
nance last week, insisted that the law 
will not be passed until township offi-
cials can identify the need of the busi-
ness communi ty 

The township board plans to hold a 
study session to discuss the ma t t e r . The 
meeting has not been scheduled. 

The law outlined by the township or-
dinance depar tment would require 
businesses to obtain licenses every two 
years for a still undetermined fee. 

The township board would hold the 
power to approve or deny original ap-
plications for licenses. Licenses would 
be denied if the building violated zon-
ing, building or health regulations or if 
the owner engaged in f raudulent busi-
ness pract ices or owed the township 
money 

The proposed law includes consumer 
protection provisions that prohibit bu-
sinesspersons f rom selling defect ive 
merchandise unless the ar t ic les a r e so 
represented 

Violation of the ordinance would be a 
misdemeanor punishable by a maxi-
m u m $500 fine and 90 days in jail. 

"If you folks want to make accusa-
tions when there isn't even a proposed 
ordinance before us, then I 'm going to 
tell you that you 're not the only folks in 
this township. You a re outnumbered by 
tens of thousands. And I represent 
them," Greenstein said. 

Greenstein, who served as Canton's 
supervisor f r o m 1974 to 1976, had nu-
merous run-ins with the business com-
munity over s t r ic t zoning regulations, a 
s t r ic t sign law and a proposed consum-
er protection ordinance that was never 
passed 

Congregation signs charter 
The People 's Church of Canton 

Township is now signing up char t e r 
members . Char te r membership , which 
opened Jan . 14, will remain open until 
the church is incorporated and orga-
nized later this year . 

Those who have signed the cha r t e r 
before the t ime of organization will be-
come char t e r m e m b e r s of the new 
church. 

"We a r e very pleased with the 
growth and development of this new 
c h u r c h , " sa id the Rev . H a r v e y 
Heneveld, pastor "The enthusiasm of 

this group of young famil ies continues 
to run high as more new famil ies join 
the fellowship." 

Since holding its f i r s t worship ser-
vice in April 1978, the congregation, 
which meets in Plymouth-Canton High 
School, has grown to 18 families. Nego-
tiations a re being concluded for a par-
cel of land on Ford near Canton Center 
Road to serve as a site for a new 
church 

People 's Church is aff i l ia ted with the 
Reformed Church in America. 

Gar woes 
in winter 

cjild weather can put 
you I ca r on the skids. 

Here 's how to get the 
.^est mileage, per form-
ance and economy f rom 
your ca r without putting 
your budget on thin ice. 

• i t n g i n e - C h e c k your 
ignition system, fuel sys-
tem, exhaus t sys t em, 
cooling system, brakes 
and lights, wiper blades 
and a l te rna tor belt. Win-
terizing your ca r should 
inc lude pu t t i ng an t i -
f reeze solution in the 
windshield wiper fluid, 
seeing that the heater 
works properly, head-
light lenses a r e clean and 
changing to a lower vis-
cosity winter-grade oil. 

•T i re s -Make sure t i re 
t reads a r e in good condi-
tion and t ires a re proper-
ly inflated. Tire t reads 
should be at least V8 of 
an inch deep. Tire infla-
tion pressure drops one 
poui^d for every ten de-
gree^ drop in t empera-
ture, so the pressure 
should be checked regu-
larly. Use snow tires and 
put on chains if neces-
sary, 

Front wheel drive ca rs 
of fer bet ter handling and 
tract ion under any cir-
oum$tances, but undfcr 
r ea l ly bad condi t ions 
whei^e you have to use ei-
ther snow tires or chains, 
don't forget that they 
have to go on the f ront 
wheels. 

If only two of your 
t ires a r e snow tires or 
equipped with chains, it 's 
a good idea to be sure the 
others a re radial . They 
o f fe r surer t ract ion on 
snowl, ice and wet pave-
ment, resist cuts bet ter 
than ordinary t ires and 
a r e r e c o m m e n d e d by 
mos t experts . They a re 
also less sensitive to cold 
weather and under-infla-
tion. 
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Art-a-Facts 
MARC CHAGALL (1887- ) A SURREALIST-IS 
THE ONLY PAINTER OF HIS GENERATION WHO 
HAS CONSISTENTLY SHOWN THE WORLD OF 
FANTASY AS NOT NECESSARILY SINISTER OR 
MORBID. AS A RUSSIAN, HIS PAINTINGS EMU-

LATE OLD RUSSIAN VILLAGES, FAIRY 
TALES AND FOLKLORE. 

Northwest Blue Print 
Artist and Drafting Supplies 

13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia 
525-1990 

CARPET CLEANING 
SALE 

15% Off [...February 

10% Off .March 

Steam Cleaning or Shampoo Method 
| I I I 

ta/y«| » a h ' 32485 Schoolcraft 

TGAflU&OVl Uvonla 
525-1220 
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Sumptuous 

S e c o n d 
Empire 

A r l of 1 8 5 2 — 1 8 7 0 

tha t s h a p e d 

A m e r i c a n tas te 

NtWSWhtK 
astonishing 

d celebration ot 
ornament 

N Y T l M f S 

the single outstancJ 
mg exhibition o' the 

yea' 

THE DETROIT 
INSTITUTE 
OF ARTS 

J a n 1 8 — M a r 18 

A D M I S S I O N 

General '>0 
Students Seme. $' rt0 

Hou'S 'ues tt'touq^ Sun 
9 30 a m ') iO d ™ 

CANADA 
M A N I T O U -

W A B I N G 
S P O R T S & A R T S 

C E N T R E 
Boys 4 Girls 10-17 
Our 21st Season 

Professional Facutty 
)50-acre site on splendid lakej 

FEES $1350 U S (Season) 
$820 US (4 
$615 US (3 wks 

ops m North America. 16 Courts 
to 1 Teacfimg Ratio. All levels 

LUS s p e c i a l TOURNAMENT 
ECTI0N tor advanced players 

EARLY booking PLUS Aduft 
ntcs at lu iury. new INN and 

Tennis Club 

THEATRE 
CAMP 

asses & Performance 
Otama & Kfusical Theatre 

Coaches From England & Ontario 
Soccer Aisoc Intensive Training 
O n m t Matches 

GYMNASTICS 

w 

OFF 
OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF SKIWEAR 
A TREMENDOUS SELECTION OF OVER 12,000 JACKETS, sweaters, vests, suits, down gear, down parkas, 
bibs, racing gear. warm-UPS, STRETCH PANTS, AFTER SKI BOOTS FOR MEN, WOMEN, AND CHIL-
DREN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SELECTION AND SALE PRICES THIS WEEK A TOTAL OF 12,612 
UNITS SALE PRICES GOOD THRU FEB. 10, WHILE ITEMS LAST 

1 

CAMP 
Sm* l l Group Coaching, New 
E q u i p m e n t . F I G Specs 
Tumbling. Vaul t ing. Seam, 
Uneven Bars 

BASKETBALL 
CAMP 

Dean Memmger i N B A Guest 
Coachels Super Training Inter 

|Motion| pamting 
Pictures, Sculpture 
Pottery. Print making 

BALLET, MODERN, JAZZ 

Detroit interview with 
Director Ben Wise •. For 
literature and interview 
appointment, phone 

851-5640 

SKI SHOPS 

• BL00MFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD AT SQUARE LAKE 

• BIRMINGHAM: 101 TOWNSEND COR PIERCE 

• LATHRUP VILLAGE: 28645 S0UTHFIELD AT 12 MILE 

• LIV0NIA/REDF0RD: 14211 TELEGRAPH AT JEFFRIES FWY 

• MT. CLEMENS: 1216 S. GRATIOT NORTH OF 16 MILE 

• EAST DETROIT: 22301 KELLY RD. BET. 8 4 9 MILE 

• ANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW WEST of U.S. 23 

top til 9. Sat. 10-5:30 • Closed Sunday 
VISA • MASTERCHARGE • DINERS • AMERICAN EXPRESS 

ALL 
ACCESSORIES 

20% OFF 
HATS-GLOVES-MITTS 

GOGGLES-UNDERWEAR 
T-NECKS ft 

ALL ACCESSORIES i 

- * — Mrrtr-rm ^ ^':U 
. . i -



Bottles, bottles, everywhere... 
Monday, February 5, 1979 (P,C)3A ' 

A well-attended par ty garnered $71 
worth of re turnable bottles and cans 
for one happy man recently. 

But his bonanza proved pure grief 
for the Quik-Pik s tore on Five Mile 
west of Haggerty. 

Joyce Southerland, s tore manager , 
didn't have enough cash in the regis ter 
to refund the deposits. 

"We offered to take half ," she 
explains, but the cus tomer depar ted 
with his t emper ruff led and his t rash 
bag of empt ies intact. 

Confusion reigns supreme a f t e r near-
ly two months of adapt ing to the non-
re turnable ban adopted by voters more 
than two years ago, agree nearly ev-
eryone who drinks, sells, or t ranspor ts 
beer and soft drinks 

Long lines, sk impier selections, and 
the hassle of car t ing around empt ies 
a r e the sacr i f ices facing consumers in 
the name of ecology. 

But dirty bottles, c lut tered back 
rooms, and ex t ra work a ren ' t brighten-
ing the picture for those who make 
their living off America ' s love a f fa i r 
with liquids. 

AN EXCEPTION to the prevailing 
grumbling may be Towne Club bever-
ages. 

Long-established in the re turnable 
only business, the retai l s tores boast a 
conveyor-like sys tem to expedite the 
bottle business. As you walk into the 
outlet on Ann Arbor Road over the 
Livonia border, you 're greeted with a 
sign--"Put your empt ies on the rol lers ." 

Don Rohn, s tore manager , or one of 
the other employees, counts the bottles, 
tabulates the cus tomer ' s refund, and 
forks over the money or rings up a new 
sale 

Handling bottles only, conveniently 
packaged in wood cases, makes the job 
easier , Rohn savs. Clear glass bottles 
a re separa ted f rom green bottles de-
noting mixes like tonic water , and the 
cases a r e s tacked at the r ea r of the 
store. 

The s t reamlined process may be 
paying off. says Ed Martin, general 
m a n a g e r of Towne Club, Inc. 

The corporat ion 's seeing about a 10 
per cent increase in sales current ly, but 
he's hesitant to give the law all the 
credit Better weather and perhaps the 
fact that cus tomers a re gett ing to know 
the product make the stat ist ics suspect, 
he points out. 

" I 'm leery of that until we see how it 
goes for six or eight months ," he says. 

CANS CAUSE the problems for most^ 
retailers. Despite the hot advert is ing 
campaigns flooding TV and radio, can 
sales a re down, most re ta i lers agree. 

J O Y C E S O U T H E R L A N D 

But the empt ies that s t raggle in, par-
ticularly beer containers, provide the 
most problems. 

Unlike bottles which sort and store 
easily, lightweight a luminum cans do 
neither. Ms. Southerland copes with 
stacks of beer cans, which must be 
sorted by brand for the truck dr ivers 
who t ranspor t them to their plants. 

"A lot of people have the false im-
pression that the s tores a re making 
money in this," she says. The reta i ler 
receives exact ly what is charged to the 
consumer. 

But small retai lers , such as Ms. 
Southerland, and Eleanor Wood who 
manages Food Fa i r Mini Mart in Can-
ton, often get stuck with more bottles 
and cans than they sell. 

Ms. Southerland only refuses to ac-

J I M F E R G U S O N 

cept bottles that a re exceptionally 
dirty, such as the ones cus tomers obvi-
ously have used for urination purposes. 

But sales-wise, consumers often buy 
at supermarke t s and re turn at smal l 
s tores to avoid long lines. A lot of cus-
tomers return bottles without buying 
anything, Ms. Wood acknowledges. 

Jul ien 's Pa r ty Store owner Robert 
Julien disagrees. 

| "I think it's helped my business," he 
says. "A lot of people feel guilty about 
bringing re turnables back, so they buy 
something." 

Most cus tomers exchange small 
amounts of bottles or cans for equal 
ajmounts of pop or beer. 

"But once in a while you get a fellow 
o brings back a whole trunk-load," 

hie admits . 
Wh 

At Meijer Thr i f ty Acres, most cus-
tomers have a full shopping car t , says 
Don Sadowski, hard lines manager . 

"I t 's really hard to say if people a r e 
accumulat ing them though, because 
people consume so much pop these 
days," he says. He c la ims the average 
family of four drinks three or four six-
packs of soft drinks a week. 

Can sales definitely have declined, he 
says, but he believes re ta i lers a re car-
rying fewer cans because bottles a r e 
easier to store. 

CONSUMERS could m a k e the whole 
job a lot easier , nearly everyone 
believes. Washing bottles, exchanging 
reasonable amounts of re turnables , and 
returning cans in their car tons in the 
case of 12-packs would ease the situa-
tion. 

Such measures may help to keep the 
costs down, they also emphasize. 

After all, re ta i lers a re acceding to 
cus tomer demands. Many small s tores 
which discontinued cans ear l ie r a r e 
putting them back on the shelves. 

"The can demand is too high," ex-
plains Budweiser truck driver J im Fer-
guson, 33 years in the business. A few 
of his retail cus tomers a t t empted to do 
a bottle-only business, but within a few 
weeks the cans were back on the 
shelves. 

The love a f fa i r between the beer 
drinker and the six-pack may be wan-
ing, but it 's far f rom over, say those 
who know. 

...with Teamsters grim 
Could a Bloody Mary replace a cool 

brew in the hear ts of Michigan's labor 
force? 

That ' s the fea r of Teams te r s Local 
No. 1038, the truck dr ivers who haul 
those cans and bottles of beer to re-
tai lers in the tri-county area . 

The chance that the rising cost of a 
six-pack may find beer lovers turning 
to a l t e rna te methods of inebriation is 
forcing those in the industry to take a 
hard look at the re turnable law when it 
comes to a luminum cans. 

"If the labor goes up and productivi-
ty doesn't, and the cost per unit is 
grea ter , we may not be the working 
man 's drink," forecas ts Bob Knox, sec-
re ta ry- t reasure r of the local. 

Last summer the Teams te r s negoti-
ated a new contract which provides 
compensat ion for the loss of productiv-

Stories by Lynn Orr and Darlene Stinson 
Photos by Gary Caskey 

anticipated when the non-return-
)le ban went into e f fec t two months 
j o . 

But despite the fac t that the law is 
cpanding the Teams te r s work force, 

productivity—and incentive commis-
sions—are down. 

And the local doesn't want to sacri-
fice efficiency now for g rea te r costs 
that will undercut the marke t in the 
future. 

Knox es t imates a 15 percent in-
c rease in the number of dr ivers tran-
sporting brew, with a 15-20 percent in-
c rease in the warehouse employees. 

Unless productivity gets in the range 
of those labor force increases, smal le r 
wholesalers may be pushed out of the 
marke t , he explains. That could result 
in an overall loss of jobs for the union, 
he points out. ' 

Drivers a re spending more t ime 
gathering their re turnables at the 
retai lers , while they ' re forced to haul 
fewer full bottles and cans per t r ip be-
cause they must allow room for the 
empties. 

Since the dr ivers a r e paid on a hour-
ly basis and a commission for the 
amount of work accomplished, the ex-
t ra work is costing the dr ivers money, 
Knox maintains. 

• The "bag sys tem" may al ter that pic-
ture. 

Soft drink manufac tu re r s like Coca-
Cola and Faygo provide large card-
board containers with plast ic liners to 
retai lers . The store owner sorts the 
cans in the appropr ia te boxes, making 
it easy for the dr ivers to pick up the 
returnables . 

The liners hold 240 cans each, which 
the dr ivers easily can hoist onto their 
trucks. 

The b r ewery d r ivers , however , 
blocked the use of the sys tem in their 
contract signed last summer . 

The Teams te r s wanted to see how 
the system worked, and if the "accoun-
tabi l i ty" sys tem of the number of cans 
in the liners proved successful , Knox 
says. 

Some reta i lers a r e a t t empt ing to 
force the Teams te r s into the bag sys-

tem with a lawsuit. But while Knox 
isn't knocking the system, he's more 
concerned about whether it benefi ts the 
dr ivers and the industry than the 
retai lers . 

"If we can convince ourselves that 
accountabil i ty can be controlled, at 
least to the point where it's cheaper 
than loss of productivity, we'll go with 
it," he says. 

But he s t resses that the local is at-
tempt ing to keep the cost of brew 
down, while raising the productivity of 
drivers. 

UNFORTUNATELY, as the first in-
dustrialized s ta te to cope with the non-
re turnable ban, Michigan is the pio-
neer, he points out. 

That causes ad jus tment problems for 
everyone. 

Budweiser and Michelob driver J im 
Ferguson, 33 years in the business, 
voices the concerns of his union repre-
sentatives. 

Delivering his favor i te brew to a 
Plymouth par ty s tore last week, he ad-
mits that he ca r r i es tape in his truck to 
keep the fl imsy cardboard containers 
together 

The cans topple over, a strong gust 
of wind can knock them off his dolly on 
their way to the truck, and stacking 
them in the t rucks a re another prob-
lem, he says. 

Consumers don't help the situation, 
he adds. 

Stuffing di f ferent kinds of beer in a 
12-pack car ton means each cardboard 
container must be opened and sorted. 

But despite the problems, re ta i lers 
like Joyce Southerland believe the driv-
ers a r e helping the situation. 

"Most of them a r e very pleasant and 
accommodat ing ," she says. They even 
help sort them out in a crunch, she 
says, although that costs the dr ivers 
t ime and money. 

But if the brewery dr ivers go to the 
bag system, she believes much of the 
problem can be solved. 

"If the beer corporat ions could come 
up with s o m e t h i n g l T ^ the bag system, 
more people cotiTa handle cans ," she 
says. 

S t a c k i n g b o t t l e s in w o o d e n c a s e s is an e a s i e r j o b t h a n t h e i r a l u m i -
n u m c o u n t e r p a r t s in c a r d b o a r d c o n t a i n e r s . Don R o h n , of YVestland. 
m a n a g e r of t h e T o w n e C l u b s t o r e on Ann A r b o r R o a d , w i e l d s a do l ly 
w i t h e a s e . 
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R e t a i l e m p l o y e e s wou ld l ike b e e r m a n u f a c t u r e r s and d r i v e r s to co-
o p e r a t e on a s y s t e m to s t o r e r e t u r n a b l e c a n s such a s t h e bag s y s t e m 
nroviHed hv s o f t d r i n k c o m p a n i e s . (Staff p h o t o s by G a r y C a s k e v ) 

while charities cash in 
Michigan's hon«returnable ban may 

provide s u m m e r jobs for youths, as 
well as clean parks, if a Canton Town-
ship man ' s d r eam comes true. 

Cliff Thomas, a children's advocate 
who's provided many adventures for 
Honey Tree complex youths, is at-
tempting to convince local off icials of 
the value of his job program. 

He wants the local governments to 
grant his business a sole permi t to col-
lect re turnable beverage containers in 
local parks. Es t imat ing that between 
1,800-2,000 youths in the s ta te could 
benefit f rom the program, he outlined 
his plan to Plymouth Township board 
m e m b e r s recently, 

Thomas proposes to station vans at 
designated a reas of all city and s ta te 
parks. Between three and four youths, 
including at least one 21-year-old 
supervisor, will be stationed in the 
vans 

Pa rk pat rons tvho don't want to 
bother with taking home re turnable 
bottles and cans wjll be able to receive 
half the deposit on [each container f r o m 
Thomas ' employ-

The remaining 
will be used to ei 
well as fund the bi 

Youths between! 
will be eligible fi 
said 

ing with several s ta te off icials on the 
project . Those include David Laidlaw, 
director of Huron- Clinton parks; Doug 
Smith, a gubernator ia l aide; John Flodin 
for Canton Parks; Leon Atchinson, di-
rector of the City of Detroit Recreat ion 

C L I F F THOMAS 

Depar tment and Edward Mike, direc-
tor of parks and recreat ion for the 
Wayne County Road Commission. 

The youths will not be allowed to so-
licit containers f r o m park patrons, 

rt ion of the deposit 
loy the s tudents as 

iness, he projects, 
the ages of 14-23 

the jobs, Thomas 

HIS GOALS inc 
m e r employment f 
t ra ining in d i f fe re 
ness, reducing pari 
t ime, gas and m 

Township off icia 
mation before gra 

4 but they appeared 
C Thomas explai 

ide providing sum-
>r youths, providing 
it aspects of a busi-

li t ter, and saving 
for consumers , 
want more infor-

iting a sole permi t , 
like the idea. 

that he was work-

Hearing held 
The Michigan Public Service Com-

mission will hold public hearings Feb. 
28 in Detroit and Farmington Hills on 
a r a t e increase proposed by Michigan 
Bell Telephone Co. 

Bell is ask ing the commission for 
revenue inc reases of about $234 million 
annual ly over a two-year period. Bell 
seeks to increase its ra tes by produce 
$142 million m o r e in 1979 and |92 mil-
lion more in 1980. 

The Detroit hea r ing will begin at 
1:90 p .m. in the 13th floor audi tor ium 
of t h e C i t y - C o u n t y B u i l d i n g , 2 
Woodward. 

Thomas said. The business will be oper-
ated solely f rom the van and avai lable 
to those who do not want to bother with 
the return of containers. 

THOMAS ISN'T the only one with 
business or char i table ideas in mind, 
when it comes to re tu rnab le contain-
ers. 

Fred Baker, an ordinance off icer for 
Canton Township, decided to put re-
turnables to work for muscular dystro-
phy. 

Baker put a sign up over the c ra tes 
for re turnable cans near the vending 
machine in the employees ' lounge at 
township hall a couple of months ago. 
He then opened a savings account for 
the Muscular Dystrophy Foundation, 
and car ted the cans donated by em-
ployees to the stores himself. 

Over a one and one-half month peri-
od, he collected $35 for the char i ty in 
refund deposits. 

"Most of the employees were really 
g rea t about it," Baker says. "A lot of 
people would even bring in cans f rom 
home." 

About three weeks ago, however, the 
township replaced the can vending ma-
chine with one stocked with bottles. 
Sodai is only 25 cents, and the vending 
machine company wants the bottles 
back. 

Deposits a re not required on the bot-
tles. 

Without the can business, Baker 
doesn't p l a a t o ^ g l v ^ i p . He's hoping to 
install a canis ter asking for donations 
for Muscular Dystrophy because the 
pop is so cheap. 

Never before involved in fundrais ing 
for the foundation, Baker says, "I just 
thought it was something nice to do." 

• 1 
Bear hugs and puppy love 

for your young Valentine. 

: 

'//j*?", 

V 4 a, |L • 

V W W / ' .. 

J <r.'' -9 
Fluffy white cuddlies 
with "I love you" hearts 
upon their bright red 
denim overalls. . .each 
a soft, foam-filled acrylic 
pile charmer. 20"H, 

bear or dog, $9. 
Jajcobson's 
V A L E N T I N E S D A Y IS F E B R U A R Y 14 

OPEN THURSDAY AND FFHDAY EVENINGS UNTIL "9;00 
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Disc collectors flourish 

Just for the record, it pays off well 

Francesco DiBlasi 

business o o o o o 

By BETTY MASSON 

(Collecting LPs, 45s and 78s isn't like 
collecting diamonds or Oriental rugs. 

For one thing, phonograph records 
cost a lot less. And while gazing at a 
diamond or a rug may be stimulating 
to some, people, a growing number find 
listening to a record they've searched 
high and low for is a lot more fun. 

Oriental rugs are said to improve 
with wear; records don't. 

The diamond market isn't too diffi-
cult, so much a carat; but trying to es-
tablish a price for a record can be ter-
ribly confusing. 

There a re similarities. Supply and 
derrjand and condition of the goods a re 
factors in pricing. Just now, Elvis 
Presley and the Beatles a re most in 
demand. There seems to be no big rush 
to buy records by Casals. 

Most record collectors a re not in it 
for the money. They collect the discs 
for their own enjoyment. It 's a fairly 
inexpensive hobby — until you get into 
all the stereo equipment needed to give 
best results to your collection. 

R E C O R D C O L L E C T O R S r a n g e 
from 19-year-old Stuart Shapiro of 
Southfield, who had a great idea three 
years ago and now has record collec-
tors beating a path to his door, to Fran-
cesco DiBlasi of Livonia, conductor of 
the Oakway Symphony. 

DiBlasi has an extensive collection 
of classical music and two stereo sets 
to help him in his work. 

YOung Shapiro saw his interest in re-
cords grow into a profitable business, 
whep three years ago, he decided to 
hire a hall and bring together buyers 
and sellers. 

In his first venture, he at t racted 30 
dealers, at $10 a table, and 175 custom-
ers at 75 cents admission. 

Late in January of this year, he drew 
between 50 and 60 dealers, at $15 a 
table, and more thap 650 patrons, at 
$1.25 a person, to his "Recordvention." 

What made the at tendance even 
more surprising to Shapiro was that it 
was the second recordvention in a 
month at that location, Sans Souci Hall, 

5) 
on Nine Mile Road west of Middlebelt 
in Farmington 

Still another show is scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb. 17. at the same place. 
The hours a re f rom 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Shapiro also holds "conventions" for 
comic book and baseball card collec-
tors in the Farmington hall as well as 
in Royal Oak, in the American Legion 
Hall, 12 Mile and Rochester roads. 

IF YOU ARE MORE interested in 
selling than buying. Shapiro says please 
don't call him and ask him to quote 
prices. 

He suggests that you make a list of 
the records you have and take the list 

Stuart Shapiro 

to discuss with the dealers at the con-
vention. 

If you have more than a box of 
records, you must rent a table, al-
though often several friends get togeth-
er to rent space. 

Some of the regular dealers operate 
record shops during the week, and they 
come from all parts of Michigan, as 
well as neighboring states. 

For others, it's a weekend occupation 
that grew out of a large collection, and 
it can be a somewhat dangerous one 
Some dealers a re apt to buy as many as 
they sell. 

Dealers also sell books listing prices 
for records, but Shapiro thinks these 

O&E Newspapers 

| Sales manager named 

JOHN A. MANOOGIAN CURTISS C. DROUILLARD 

Wayne County men 
promoted by Ford 

Two veteran Foi d Motor Company 
employees, both of whom reside in 
Plymouth, have beOn promoted to ma i 

jor positions with th? automotive firm. 
The men and thei new positions are: 

John A. Manoogian, named to the 

newly-created post 
tor of product assu 
tion, he will report 
executive vice president of operations 
for Ford's North American operations. 

• Curtiss C. Droui 
al manager for the 
control division, replacing Manoogian 
in that post. 

Manoogian will direct North Ameri-
can operations with 
durability and relia 
fication and resolut 
lems, and coordina 
ment programs 

A 36-year Ford 
began his career as 
tice and advanced Hhrough posts in the 
company's dynamt 
product research, engineering, testing, 
service and quality ?ontrol units before 
becoming chief engineer for the chassis 
engineering design < 

He was named t 
control division in 1 

A Detroit native, 
mechanical engine* 
troit Institute of 

Quality Control, th< 
ety of Detroit and t 
ic Club. 

DROUILLARD 
general manufactu 
the transmission arc 

The c l imate contrp 
plants at Green Is 
Plymouth arjd also 
aerospace plant a 

Drouillard was 
Ford in 1940 as a 
t ice at the Rouge co 

After completing 
World War II, he r 
mechanical engineefi 

•* State University 

itjC oi 

too 

Following gradus 

of executive direc-
rance. In that posi-
o John McDougall, 

lard, named gener-
company's cl imate 

ployed by Firestone Steel Products, 
Fisher Body Division of General Mo-
tors and the Studebaker Packard Cor-
poration. 

He returned to Ford in 1956 as a pro-
duction contract engineer and later be-
came a production process engineer. 

He subsequently held management 
posts in the f i rm's plants in Ypsilanti, 
Rawsonville and at Sandusky, Ohio. 

He served as general manufacturing 
manager of the electrical and electron-
ics division from 1975 to 1978. 

J Kevin Curley has been named na-
tional advertising sales manager for 
Observer & Eccentr ic Newspapers. 

Tlie announcement of the appoint-
ment was made by George Hagan, di-
rector of advertising and promotion for 
the company. 

Hagan said there are a variety of 
reasons for creating the new position: 

• A national advertising staff can 
deal more effectively with agencies 
that represent regional and national 
advertisers. 

• National advert isers actively seek 
out Newspapers whose readers are af-
fluent and well-educated, a practice 
known as target marketing. 

Hagan said the O&E Newspapers 
have 68 per cent penetration in the af-
fluent suburban markets they serve, 
which makes them at t ract ive to nation-
al advertisers. 

He pointed out that according to a 
survey conducted by Market Opinion 
Research. Inc., 73 per cent of adults 
with household incomes of $25,000 and 
over a re O&E readers; 87 per cent of 
O&E readers own their own homes, and 
72 p€r cent of college graduates in the 
market area read the O&E newspa-
pers. 

A national advertising staff will give 
the newspapers the ability to better 
serve their readers by expanding the 
amount and scope of advertising 

Curley was previously employed for 
12 years by The Free Press, where he 
was in retail advertising sales for six 
years and in national advertising sales 
for the other six years. 

He is a graduate of Notre Dame Uni-
versity. 

A resident of Troy, the 33-year-old 
manager and his wife, Karen, have a 
son, Matthew. 

J. Kevin Curley 

respect to quality, 
sility; direct identi-
on of product prob-
e quality improve-

eteran, Manoogian 
a draf t ing appren-

meter laboratory, 

ffice in 1967. 
3 head the cl imate 
>77. 
fie holds a degree in 
ring f rom the De-
echnology.He is a 

member of the Soc lety of Automotive 
Engineers, the American Society of 

Engineering Soci-
le Detroit Econom-

PORMERLY was' 
ring manager for 
chassis division. 
1 division operates 

and, N.Y., and in 
supervises a Ford 
nnersville, Ind. 

irst employed by 
1 and die appren-

^npltx in Dearborn, 
mili tary service in 

^ceived a degree in 
ing f rom Michigan 

tion, he was em-

Income tax regulations 

There'll be some changes made... 
(This is the first in a series of 

articles prepared by the Michi-
gan Association of Certified Pub-
lic Accountants offering advice 
on fil ing 1978 Income Tax 
Returns) 

Although most of the tax law revi-
sions adopted by Congress last year 
did not take effect until this year, 
taxpayers now getting ready to pre-
pare their returns should be aware 
of the changes that apply to 1978 
incomes, for most of those changes 
benefit the taxpayer. 

Among persons affected are those 
who: 

• Had capital gains or losses. 
• Are 55 or over and sold their 

homes a f te r July 26,1978. 
• Sold inherited assets that appre-

ciated in value a f t e r 1976. 
• Made energy-saving modifica-

tions in their homes a f te r April 19, 
1977. 

• Changed homes for employment 
reasons. 

As for the other changes you may 
have heard about — the raising of 
personal exemptions, the ending of 
the general tax credit, the broaden-

ing bf tax brackets to lessen the ef-
fects of inflation, and the increase in 
the earned-income credit to help 
lowiincome taxpayers — all those 
wer0 indeed enacted, but they be-
came effective only in 1979. 

Of more immediate concern, until 
the law was changed, 50 per cent of 
long-term capital gains had to be 
added to taxable income. Now, on 
most gains realized af ter Oct. 31, 
1978, only 40 per cent must be 
included. 

BECAUSE O F THE complexity 
of changes in the t rea tment of capi^ 
tal gains, which make it necessary 
to compute gains and losses at two 
different rates, anyone affected is 
likely to need professional assist-
ance with 1978 returns. 

Tpe same is true of those 55 or 
over who af ter July 26, 1978, sold a 
homp at a profit a f te r owning and 
occupying it for three of the past 
five years. 

Tljis once-in-a-lifetime exemption 
fron) capital gains tax on the first 
$100,000 of profit could be the big-
gest! tax break most persons a re 

ever likely to receive, so it should 
not be treated casually. 

A change adopted earl ier but 
which became effective in 1978 and 
thereafter determines the length of 
time an asset must have been held 
in order to qualify for a long-term 
gain or loss; it is now a full year. 

Another 'earlier change provides 
that in 1978 a taxpayer can offset up 
to $3,000 of net capital losses 
against ordinary income. In 1977 the 
maximum was $2,000. 

ANYONE SHARING in an estate 
that was settled in the past couple of 
years may want to consider profes-
sional help. 

The Tax Reform Act of 1976 pro-
vided for new t rea tment of assets 
inherited and sold af ter 1976. But 
Congress now has moved the start-
up date for those changes back to 
1980. 

So anyone who received a post-
1976 legacy should check; they may 
have paid taxes qp it that now are 
refundable. 

If you improved the insulation in 
your home on or a f t e r April 20, 
1977, or added storm windows or 

other fuel-saving devices, you may 
be eligible for a credit of 15 per cent 
of what you spent, up to a total cred-
it of $300. 

If you put in solar heating or 
equ ipment utilizing r enewab le 
sources of energy, the credit can be 
even bigger. The energy conserva-
tion and renewable energy credits 
apply only to principal places of res-
idence, not vacation homes. 

The energy-conservation credits 
do not apply to new homes but the 
renewable energy credits may apply 
to new homes. 

It has long been^ true that if you 
make a profit on a home sale you 
can defer the capital gain tax if 
within 18 months you re-invest in 
another home costing at least as 
much. It also has long been true that 
this "rollover" could be used no 
more than once every year and a 
half. 

Effect ive in 1978, however, is the 
change of homes if employment 
connected, as in a change of your 
place of employment, you can defer 
the capital gain tax even if two 
sales occur within 18 months. 

are not much consulted here. One deal-
er said that while record collecting is 
popular in the Detroit area, prices are 
not as high as on the West Coast. 

THERE ARE many variables in-
volved in> -pricing For instance, one 
Elvis Presley Christmas Album is list-
ed at $4; another, almost identical but 
with a different number, is listed at 
$ 1 0 0 . 

One Elvis record, a 45 at ttyit and 
originally offered as a giveaway bonus 
with an RCA Victrola purchase, is list-
ed at $300 Other Presley recordings 
went for as little as $4 

So it all depends on imponderbles. 
Shapiro pointed out the curious case of 
the Beatles, who issued an album of 
"Yesterday arid Today" with a lurid 
cover The four form Liverpool wore 
butcher smocks and were surrounded 
by raw meat and toy doll par ts 

Today, the album with this cover is 
listed at $275-$300, but the same 
music, with a different cover can still 
be purchased, brand-new, at regular re-
tail prices. 

We sa\p other Beatles albums, such 
as "Live<£rom Sam Houston Coluseum" 
or "The Beatles' Greatest" at $10. 

Shapiro figures that he has a good 
representative collection of contempo-
rary music. He has abftut 900 45s and 
about 400 albums. Collections of 400- ! 
500 albums are not unusual for serious 
collectors. Shapiro says. 

A WIDE RANGE of price guides a re ! 
available at conventions and record 
shops for $7.95. Different guides cover ; 
different types of music, like rock or 
country and western 

There a re also magazines for collec-
tors. One of these, "Goldmine," is pub- \ 
lished in Fraser by Brian Bukantis 

S h a p i r o h imse l f p u b l i s h e s a 
newsletter on record collecting. It goes 
out to persons on his mailing list before 
each convention You can get on the 
mailing list by filling out a form at any 
convention. 

To learn more about upcoming con-
ventions, you can reach Shapiro at 
23600 Coach House Road, 'No . 108, ' 
Southfield, 48075. 

The recordvention, though; is a good • 
place to fill out your collection, . J 
whether your interest is rock and roll, 
jazz, original movie sound tracks, mus-
icals, old-time radio s tars or big band 
sounds. 

> 

We saw one dealer with six large • 
wooden boxes jammed with big band ' 
music, Glenn Miller, Wayne King, May- ! 
nard Ferguson and the like, a t prices ,* 
from $2 on up 

Right now the emphasis is on youth, 
and such listings as dixie, rock, '70s • 
soul, blues and jazz, early '60s, '50s art-
ists, Chicago, Motown, and disco. The ; 
artists most available run from Alice • 
Cooper to the Grateful Dead and a 
myriad of others. 

A group called Nazz, for instance, 
whose records did not sell five years 
ago, now finds its used records worth 
$15. : 

• 

THERE SEEMS to be a growing ' 
market for picture discs — vinyl re- ; 
cordings with full-color pictures on 
them. Although the sound quality is re- ! 
putedly not as good as the regular ' 
records, the records seem popular. 

One dealer had quite a collection, • 
with prices ranging from $7 to $20. 

Classics are in short supply at most 
of the reconvent ions, but whenever ' 
you can find them, recordings of 101 
Strings, Mantovoni, Kostelanetz, Roger ' 
Williams and the like run around $2 a ! 
record. 

There is also classical rock by Emer- • 
son, Lake and Palmer . Styx or the • 
Electric Light Orchestra. | 

Show tunes and original sound t racks 
were in fairly good supply, and prices *• 
were usually at $3 or $4. 

- • - - a 


