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Chief pushes

for more cops

By CAROLINE PRICE

Police Chief Walter MacGregor
wants 10 more police officers in his 21-
member department.

If he’s lucky, he may get two police
officers and another sergeant, as well
as more reserve officers he says he
doesn’t want. )

MacGregor requested the additional
officers at a special township board
meeting Thursday night. Although the
board approved a lieutenant’s position in
the department, members were less
amenable to the chief’s requests for
more officers and the creation of cor-
poral rankings.

Most board members were sympa-
thetic to MacGregor’s pleas for more
staff. But after a discussion which
didn't favor adding 10 more people to
the police department, the issue was
tabled until tonight's (Monday) special
meeting.

As usual, the problem was money.

MacGregor estimated the additional
cost of hiring 10 more officers, includ-
ing salary, fringe benefits, uniform al-
lowance and 10 per cent overtime, at
$207,320 for a year. He said the actual
cost would only be about $140,000 be-
cause Canton’'s merit commission
would probably not be able to complete
the hiring and testing of applicants un-
til May.

According to Treasurer James
Donahue, the township would have to

A wise one .

Rarely seen in the area, this
great snowy owl alighted on a
Schoolcraft Community College
flagpole early Friday morning and
proceeded to attract gawkers
throughout the day. A three-foot
wing span enables the bird to de-
part its Arctic habitat for parts
south when food gets scarce. But
observers failed to confirm
whether the bird’s reputation for
wisdom was demonstrated during
its campus forays.

.

eventually more than double the two
mills it levies for the police department
to meet the cost of additional staff.
Clerk John Flodin added that factors
such as a police union contract (the de-
partment recently voted to accept the
Police Officer's Association of Michi-

-

Ny
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gan as its bargaining representative) & 3

would also mean additional costs to the
chief’s proposal.

Although Trustee Robert Greenstein
said he knew MacGregor needed more
staff, he opposed raising the police mil-

lage. “If you start abusing tbe millage .. '

those people (the voters) went into in
good faith, we are in deep trouble. If
we put more mills on a future ballot

for the police it’s suicide—not just po- .

litical suicide but a breach of faith.”
Greenstein suggested setting up a re-

serve program in which various experi- '

enced people would teach the volunteer
police officers. He volunteered his own
services (he set up an initial reserve
program when he was township super-
visor before Canton had a regular
department).

“It might allieviate some of the man- 4

power problems and triple some other . .

problems. But the cost would be low
and we can’t be faking people for long

saying we have a full-time police _g

department.
“We may have to call in the state po-

lice and ask our new judge (James

Garber) for help, but if it works it ¢

(Continued on page 2A)

Police get
computer
approval

If you should happen to get stopped
for speeding in Canton sometime in the
near future, you can assume the cop
knows all about you before coming up
to your window.

That’s one of the advantages of a
computer system soon to be adopted by
the Canton police department. It will
be an advantage, unless you're escap-
ing from a bank heist.

The Canton Township Board of Trus-
tees Thursday night approved the rent-
al of two screen-style computor termi-
nals that can perform all the functions
of the police department’s present tele-
type machine in considerably less time.

The teletype is part of the state and
national LEIN system which gives lo-
cal police departments access to police
information compiled throughout the
country.

It would take an officer several min-
utes to call in a car license number and
get back the information on a paper
read-out from the teletype machine.

The CLEMIS (Court and Law En-
forcement Management Information
System) CRT (cathqid ray tube) ma-
chine which was approved by the board
allows an operator to send and receive
information almost instantaneously on
a electronic display screen.

CLEMIS is based in Oakland County
and is used by police departments,
courts and the county prosecutor’s off-
ice.

The Canton Police Department will
rent the system from the CLEMIS Poli-
cy Committee, which has to approve
the department’s application.

Cox says the CLEMIS system is de-
signed primarily to facilitate local op-
erations while other LEIN systems are
designed more for statewide use. Ac-

_cording to Detective Sgt. Gerald Cox,

who presented the various LEIN op-
tions to the board, the two computer
terminals will also come with a ma-
chine that can print out information
typed on the screen.

(Continued on page 2A)
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Benton Hill on a recent wintry afternoon and found the long trudge up

‘Why do we need it?’

Businesses boo licensing

A proposed ordinance that would re-
quire all businesses in Canton Town-
ship to obtain licenses every two years
is arousing the suspicions of the busi-
ness community.

“Why do we need it?” was the ques-
tion asked by every businessperson who
spoke at last Tuesday’s township board
meeting.

“It seems like it's something else
you're trying to jam down our throats,”
said Ken Dividock, owner of the Centu-
ry 21 office on Ford Road.

Dividock said the proposed ordi-
nance would create an adverse climate
for the business community and force
many businesspersons to locate their
stores elsewhere.

TOWNSHIP BOARD members are
insisting, however, that the ordinance
still in a rough outline stage will help
— not hurt — the business community.

They say the ordinance is needed to
provide a list of current businesses and
their owners so store proprietors can
be notified in an emergency. The ordi-
nance would also prevent the deterio-
ration of Canton businesses as the com-
munity grows older, they say.

ACCORDING TO SUPERVISOR
Noel Culbert, the proposed ordinance
was modeled after laws already in ef-
fect in Livonia and Garden City.

Ordinance officers surveyed the 20
charter townships in Michigan and
found that three require the licensing
of businesses. Ten cities in the area

Back to the top

Winter sports in these parts has plenty of ups and downs as Michelle
McBroom, 12, and her brother Jim, 10,can testify. They took on Cass

almost as much fun as the gleeful slide down on disc sleds. (Staff
photo by Bob Woodring)

surrounding Canton Township also re-
quire business licenses.

“I'm rather surprised that Canton
Township is still in the dark ages,” said
Culbert,

Mary Perna, president of the Canton
Chamber of Commeérce, said the busi-
ness community “is apprehensive
about licensing.

“We would like an opportunity to
study this and work with you on any
proposals you have,” she said.

The township board assured cham-
ber members at Tuesday's meeting
that they would not enact the ordinance
without giving businesspersons a
chance to express their views.

But Trustee Robert Greenstein was

ince at Dividock's comment that
the ordinance was being jammed down
businex{persons‘ throats.

“I 'think it’s too bad the busin
community always has to make a war
out of these situations," said the former
township supervisor. [l =

Treasprer Jim Donahue, who met

(Continued on page 2A)

Board tightens standards

on liquor license forms

Obtaining a liquor license in Canton Township
will not be as easy as it once was.

Last Tuesday, the Canton board tentatively ap-
proved a four-page liquor license application form
that will be used to establish criteria for the alloca-
tion of liquor licenses. ;

The form will be forwarded to members of the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission for an opin-
ion.

Until now, the Canton Township board has not
required liquor license applicants to fill out any
written forms. Applicants simply asked for a liquor
license, and the township board submitted its rec-
ommendation to the liquor control commission.

THE ESTABLISHMENT of criteria was demand-
ed by many angry residents months ago, after the
former township board granted liquor licenses to

The owner of the Big Boy restaurant unsuccess-
fully requested a license for his establishment.
Many Canton residents wondered if fast-food res-
taurants would be next.

Canton board members are hoping that the ques-
tions compiled by deputy treasurer Maria Falk-
iewicz will provide guidelines for the granting of
the licenses.

The application form |includes numerous ques-
tions concerning the natpre and ownership of the
business establishment.
questions were borrowed from application forms
used by surrounding communities.

According to township Clerk John Flodin, Canton
Township currently has three ligour licenses yet to
grant. He expects the township will receive 10 to 15
more, however, after the 1980 census is conducted.

The number of liquor li‘;:enses a community holds

. Falkiewicz said the [
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HOMEOWNERS Unite: The Ob-
server has learned that builders and
developers within the community
plan to show up in full force at a
special township board meeting
scheduled for 7 p.m. Feb. 5 (today)
at township hall. ‘The meeting was
called to deal with problems of
homeowners in Canton. So if you've
got a gripe — or even a compliment .
— for the company that built your
house, chances are good you'll find
your friendly local builder at
tonight’s meeting.

&
>

TREASURER James| Donahue
has taken the award for off-color
remarks made at a township
board meeting away from pres-
ent title-holder Clerk John Flodin.
Being too delicate to mention the
comment in a family newspaper,’
we suggest all curious persons
call Donahue at township hall for -
the exact quote. Normally, we
would not trouble ourselves to
mention all this, but since we
lambasted Flodin for a comment
we considered poor taste in an
earlier edition, it seemed only
fair to give the rest of the board
equal treatment.

the Canton House and Palace restaurants. is based on its population. |
)
|
’ 1
WANT TO learn more about the
mysterious inner workings of zoning
and community planning? James
Kosteva, Canton’s planner, will be BOTTLED UP
conducting a mini-series in commu- ) ;
classes will meet twice a month pri- been felt by just about everyone, S B
or to phnning commission meet- from store owner to truck driver pom 1C
ings. In addition, The Observer will to consumer. For the story on the gff':-: ‘%“l SA
community planning to ‘go along locally, turn to page 3A. |
with the classes. Call the planning
commission at 397-1000 for more f
info.
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Youths arrested
on larceny rap

Tywo men are free on bond after being arrested on charges of larceny
from several Canton stores.

Michael Tierney, 19, of 2855 Windword, Milford, and David O’Neal, 17,
of 19710 Chapel, Detroit, will go before 35th District Court Judge James
Garber Feb. 5 for preliminary examination on two counts each of larce-
ny from a building.

Canton police arrested Tierney and O’'Neal at the Harvard Square
shopping center Jan. 30. following a rash of thefts from township stores
on the same day. ;

Canton Police Officer Robert vanLith said police answered a call from
the Maternity Vogue store on Lilley about 5 p.m. last Tuesday.

A clerk told police two men came in the store. One man said he was
looking for something for his wife. The clerk said while one man caused
a diversion, the other took $25 out of the cash register. '

While police officers were dealing with the Maternity Vogue incident,
a call came in from the Star Stop party store at Ford Road and Lilley.

A clerk at the Star Shop said 90 lottery tickets were stolen from the
cash register. One man drew the clerk’s attention while the other looted
the register, the clerk said.

A third call came from JoAnn’s Fabrics in the Kmart Plaza, where a
clerk heard the back door to the store open and saw two young men
enter.

The men browsed around the store, bought a package of thumb tacks,
and left. Later, two clerks reported money missing from their purses,
which were kept in the back of the store.

The two suspects were arrested later that night after police matched
their descriptions to the ones given by the various store clerks.

vanLith said the lottery tickets were recovered and are being held as
evidence. '

There were 27 winners among the 90 tickets — amounting to approxi-
mately $65.

Police budget focus of meeting

(Continued from page 1A)

might give us breathing room for two
or three years.”

But MacGregor said he needed
trained police officers, not reserves. He
told the board he has
seven reserves now and would have
more by the end of the month. Accord-
ing to MacGregor, the reserves can’t be
sent out without a trained police officer
ani are difficult to schedule at times
he| needs them because of their own
w&jk schedules. The volunteer reserves
serve part-time.

He said his staffing problem will be
cm‘:npounded when he has to start sta-
tioning a police officer in Canton’s new
district court. “I understand your prob-
lerﬁs, but when Garber wants an offi-
cer in court I don’t have any choice.”

}lacGregor added, “I don’t think 10
is the magic number. If you believe you
can spare five men, that's fine. If you
can only give me three men, that’s fine

| 1

too.
Trustee Lynee Goldsmith responded,

“And then you’ll come hack and need
10 more radios or 10 more desks.

‘‘We went to a full-time police de-
partment in June. Four months later
you came back and told us we need six
more people. Than four months after
we|gave you that you came back and
told us we need 10 more people. You
don’t start at zero and go to 40. You
start with planning and phase in peo-

“I dont think the board should be
badgered every four months by the po-
lice department. You shouldn’t be here
any oftener than six months.”

Ms. Goldsmith’s charge of “badger-
ing” brought dissents from other board
members and made MacGregor visibly
angry. .

MacGregor responded, “You say I
badger—1I beg to differ. I was request-
ed to come here tonight."”

Trustee Carol Bodenmiller com-
mented, “We can’t put our heads in the
sand and pretend there's no problem.
Badgering I don't believe. We should be
a little more careful about throwing
barbs.”

Supervisor Noel Culbert moved that
the police department get one more
sergeant and two police officers, say-
ing he believed the budget could handle
that.

But the motion went nowhere. The
board assigned Greenstein and trustee
Eugene Daly to talk to police depart-
ment officials and come back with rec-
ommendations, but would commit it-
self no further.

“We need to sleep on it,” Culbert
said.

MacGregor did get his request to
have a lieutenant position created. He
said the new rank is neccessary be-
cause someone needs to have the au-
thority and responsibility to fill in for
him in his absence and because “it is
difficult to designate a sergeant to su-

In the resolution to create a lieuten-
ant rank, the board also included.a re-
quest that the merit commission, which
handles hiring, consider bypassing
written examinations.

The four sergeants now employed by
the department, who would be first in
line for the promotion, had recently
taken written examinations for promo-
tion purposes.

The board was not as receptive to a

request| that a corporal’s ranking be
established.

MacGregor said the promotions are
needed |so that police officers put in
charge |during a sergeant's vacations
and time off would have the authority
to back up orders.

Board members questioned whether
most of the patrol officers, many of
whom have less than a year of experi-
ence, shpuld be promoted so quickly.

|
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Cops get computer system

(Continued from page 1A)

Cox also told the board that the com-
puter terminals will eventually simpli-
fy the process of filling out reports that
have to be sent to the state.

“The officers are now filling out
computer forms by hand” Cox said.

“I do think the CLEMIS is the best
system today for the dollar."”

The board also considered another
system available to the police depart-
ment called the Data Speed 40, which
Cox said was also a CRT terminal.

Both the teletype and Data Speed
equipment would have been provided
by the Michigan State LEIN Commit-
tee. The teletype was costing the police
department about $300 per month, but
Cox said the LEIN Committee an-

Businesses

nounced that it would be provided free
of charge beginning February because
“‘our use justifies it.”

According to figures provided by the
police department, the Data Speed
model would have cost a lease fee of
$270 monthly for a total of $3,240 for
one terminal and one printer. The total
cost, including installation, for a full
year, was estimated at $6,480.

The CLEMIS system, according to
police estimates, will cost a lease fee of
$494.32 monthly and a total of $5,931
annually for one CRT and printer. The
second terminal will cost an additional
$912. The total cost per year, with the
installation fee included in the rental
cost, is estimated at $6,843.84.

object

to license proposal

(Continued from page 1A)

with serveral chamber of commerce
members to discuss the proposed ordi-
nance last week, insisted that the law
will not be passed until township offi-
cials can identify the need of the busi-
ness community.

The township board plans to hold a
study session to discuss the matter. The
meeting has not been scheduled.

The law outlined by the township or-
dinance department would require
businesses to obtain licenses every two
years for a still undetermined fee.

The township board would hold the
power to approve or deny original ap-
plications for licenses. Licenses would
be denied if the building violated zon-
ing, building or health regulations or if
the owner engaged in fraudulent busi-
ness practices or owed the township
money.

Congregation

The People's Church of Canton
Township is now signing up charter
members. Charter membership, which
opened Jan. 14, will remain open until
the church is incorporated and orga-
nized later this year.

Those who have signed the charter
before the time of organization will be-
come charter members of the new
church.

“We are very pleased with the
growth and development of this new
church,” said the Rev. Harvey
Heneveld, pastor. “The enthusiasm of
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The proposed law includes consumer
protection provisions that prohibit bu-
sinesspersons from selling defective
merchandise unless the articles are so
represented.

Violation of the ordinance would be a
misdemeanor punishable by a maxi-
mum $500 fine and 90 days in jail.

“If you folks want to make accusa-
tions when there isn’t even a proposed
ordinance before us, then I'm going to
tell you that you're not the only folks in
this township. You are outnumbered by
tens of thousands. And I represent
them,” Greenstein said.

Greenstein, who served as Canton's
supetvisor from 1974 to 1976, had nu-
merous run-ins with the business com-
munity over strict zoning regulations, a
strict sign law and a proposed consum-
er protection ordinance that was never
passed.

signs charter

this group of young families continues
to run high as more new families join
the fellowship.”

Since holding its first worship ser-
vice in April 1978, the congregation,
which meets in Plymouth-Canton High
School, has grown to 18 families. Nego-
tiations are being concluded for a par-
cel of land on Ford near Canton Center
Road to serve as a site for a new
church.

People’s Church is affiliated with the
Reformed Church in America.

ple,

Clox said the system will cost about
$9 fer day more than the $3,000 listed
he police budget for such equip-

in
ment.

Car woes
in winter

C&)ld weather can put
you* car on the skids,

Here's how to get the
best mileage, perform-
ance and economy from
your car without putting
your budget on thin ice.

°d3ngine--Check your
ignition system, fuel sys-
tem, exhaust system,
cooling system, brakes
and lights, wiper blades
and alterpator belt. Win-
terizing your car should
include putting anti-
freeze solution in the
windshield wiper fluid,
seeing that the heater
works properly, head-
light lenses are clean and
changing to a lower vis-
cosity winter-grade oil.

*Tires--Make sure tire
treads are in good condi-
tion jand tires are proper-
ly inflated. Tire treads
should be at least Y% of
an inch deep. Tire infla-
tion | pressure drops one
pound for every ten de-
grees drop in tempera-
ture, so
should be checked regu-
larly. Use snow tires and
put on chains if neces-
sary.,

Friont wheel drive cars
offer better handling and

traction under any gir
cumstances, but under

really bad conditions
where you have to use ei-
ther snow tires or chains,
don’t forget that they
have to go on the front
wheels.

If only two of your
tires are snow tires or

equipped with chains, it's

a good idea to be sure the
others are radial. They
offer surer traction on
snow, ice and wet pave-
ment, resist cuts better
than ordinary tires and
are recommended by
most experts. They are
also less sensitive to cold
weather and under-infla-
tion.
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the pressure’

pervise officers of equal rank.”

OK

The board agreed that all costs in ex-
cess of the amount budgeted for the
system would be paid out of the town-
ship’s general fund.

Easy come,
easy grow.

‘Take stock in America.
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds.
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- Bottles,

A well-attended party garnered $71
worth of returnable bottles and cans
for one happy man recently.

But his bonanza proved pure grief
for the Quik-Pik store on Five Mile
west of Haggerty.

Joyce Southerland, store manager,
didn’t have enough cash in the register
to refund the deposits.

“We offered to take half,” she
explains, but the customer departed
with his temper ruffled and his trash
bag of empties intact.

Confusion reigns supreme after near-
ly two months of adapting to the non-
returnable ban adopted by voters more
than two years ago, agree nearly ev-
eryone who drinks, sells, or transports
beer and soft drinks.

Long lines, skimpier selections, and
the hassle of carting around empties
are the sacrifices facing consumers in
the name of ecology.

But dirty bottles, cluttered back
rooms, and extra work aren’t brighten-
ing the picture for those who make
their living off America’s love affair
with liquids.

AN EXCEPTION to the prevailing
grumbling may be Towne Club bever-
ages.

Long-established in the returnable
only business, the retail stores boast a
conveyor-like system to expedite the
bottle business, As you walk into the
outlet on Ann Arbor Road over the
Livonia border, you're greeted with a
sign--"Put your empties on the rollers.”

Don Rohn, store manager, or one of
the other emplayees, counts the bottles,
tabulates the customer’s refund, and
forks over the money or rings up a new
sale

Handling bottles only, conveniently
packaged in wood cases, makes the job
easier, Rohn says. Clear glass bottles
are separated from green bottles de-
noting mixes like tonic water, and the
cases are stacked at the rear of the
store

The streamlined process may be
paying off, says Ed Martin, general
manager of Towne Club, Inc.

The corporation’s seeing about a 10
per cent increase in sales currently, but
he's hesitant to give the law all the
credit. Better weather and perhaps the
fact that customers are getting to know
the product make the statistics suspect,
he points out.

“I'm leery of that until we see how it

goes for six or eight months,” he says. _
CANS CAUSE the problems for most

retailers. Despite the hot advertising
campaigns flooding TV and radio, can
sales are down, most retailers agree.

JOYCE SOUTHERLAND

But the empties that straggle in, par-
ticularly beer containers, provide the
most problems.

Unlike bottles which sort and store
easily, lightweight aluminum cans do
neither. Ms. Southerland copes with
stacks of beer cans, which must be
sorted by brand for the truck drivers
who transport them to their plants.

“A lot of people have the false im-
pression that the stores are making
money in this,” she says. The retailer
receives exactly what is charged to the
consumer.

But small retailers, such as Ms.
Southerland, and Eleanor Wood who
manages Food Fair Mini Mart in Can-
ton, often get stuck with more bottles
and cans than they sell.

Ms. Southerland only refuses to ac-

JIM FERGUSON

cept bottles that are exceptiqnally
dirty, such as the ones customers obvi-
¢usly have used for urination purposes.
- But sales-wise, consumers often buy
t supermarkets and return at small
tores to avoid long lines. A lot of cus-
tomers return bottles without buying
anything, Ms. Wood acknowledges.
Julien’s Party Store owner Robert
Julien disagrees.
“I think it’s helped my business,” he

says. “A lot of people feel guilty about
ringing returnables back, so they buy
spmething.”

| Most customers exchange small
amounts of bottles or cans for equal
amounts of pop or beer.

| “But once in a while you get a fellow
w}ho brings back a whole trunk-load,”
he admits.

.with Teamsters

Could a Bloody Mary replace a cool
brew in the hearts of Michigan’s labor
force?

That’s the fear of Teamsters Local
No. 1038, the truck drivers who haul
those cans and bottles of beer to re-
tailers in the tri-county area.

The chance that the rising cost of a

six-pack may find beer lovers turning
to alternate methods of inebriation is
forcing those in the industry to take a
hard look at the returnable law when it
comes to aluminum cans.

“If the labor goes up and productivi-
ty doesn’t, and the cost per unit is
greater, we may not be the working
man’s drink,"” forecasts Bob Knox, sec-
retary-treasurer of the local.

Last summer the Teamsters negoti-
ated a new contract which provides
compensation for the loss of productiv-

Stories by Lynn Orr and Darlene Stinson
Photos by Gary Caskey

ity anticipated when the non-return-
able ban went into effect two months
ago.
'But despite the fact that the law is
expanding the Teamsters work force,
productivity—and incentive commis-
sions—are down.

And the local doesn't want to sacri-
fice efficiency now for greater costs
that will undercut the market in the
future.

|[Knox estimates a 15 percent in-
crease in the number of drivers tran-
sporting brew, with a 15-20 percent in-
crease in the warehouse employees.

Unless productivity gets in the range
of those labor force increases, smaller
wholesalers may be pushed out of the
market, he explains. That could result
in an overall loss of jobs for the union,
he points out. ~

Drivers are spending more time
gathering their returnables at the
retailers, while they're forced to haul
fewer full bottles and cans per trip be-
cause they must allow room for the
empties.

Since the drivers are paid on a hour-
ly basis and a commission for the
amount of work accomplished, the ex-
tra work is costing the drivers money,
Knox maintains.

* The “bag system’” may alter that pic-
ture.

Soft drink manufacturers like Coca-
Cola and Faygo provide large card-
board containers with plastic liners to
retailers. The store owner sorts the
cans in the appropriate boxes, making
it easy for the drivers to pick up the
returnables.

The liners hold 240 cans each, which
the drivers easily can hoist onto their
trucks.

The brewery drivers, however,
blocked the use of the system in their
contract signed last summer.

The Teamsters wanted to see how
the system worked, and if the “accoun-
tability” system of the number of cans
in the liners proved successful, Knox
says.

Some retailers are attempting to
force the Teamsters into the bag sys-

—while charities cash in

Michigan's honsreturnable ban may
provide summer |jobs for youths, as
well as clean parks, if a Canton Town-
ship man'’s dream comes true.

Cliff Thomks, 4 children’s advocate
who's provided many adventures' for
Honey Tree complex youths, is at-
tempting to convince local officials of
the value of his joh program.

He wants the lpcal governments to
grant his business|a sole permit to col-
lect returnable beverage containers in
local parks. Estimating that between
1,800-2,000 youthd in the state could
benefit from the program, he outlined
his plan to Plymduth Township board
members recently,

Thomas proposes to station vans at
designated areas ¢f all city and state
parks. Between three and four youths,
including at least one 21-year-old
supervisor, will Be stationed in the
vans.

Park patrons who don't want to
bother with takirt home returnable

1

bottles and cans wjll be able to receive
half the deposit on jeach container from
Thomas’ employees.
The remaining portion of the deposit
will be used to employ the students as
well as fund the business, he projects.
Youths between| the ages of 14-23
will be eligible for the jobs, Thomas
said.

HIS GOALS include providing sum-
mer employment fpr youths, providing
training in differe{t aspects of a busi-
ness, reducing park litter, and saving
time, gas and m for consumers.

Township officials want more infor-
mation before granting a sole permit,

« but they appeared tp like the idea.
¢ Thomas explainef that he was work-
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ottles, everywhere...

At Meijer Thrifty Acres, most cus-
tomers have a full shopping cart, says
Don Sadowski, hard lines manager.

“It’s really hard to say if people are
accumulating them though, because
people consume so much pop these
days,” he says. He claims the average
family of four drinks three or four six-
packs of soft drinks a week.

Can sales definitely have declined, he
says, but he believes retailers are car-
rying fewer cans because bottles are
easier to store.

CONSUMERS could make the whole
job a lot easier, nearly everyone
believes. Washing bottles, exchanging
reasonable amounts of returnables, and
returning cans in their cartons in the
case of 12-packs would ease the situa-
tion.

Such measures may help to keep the
costs down, they also emphasize.

After all, retailers are acceding to
customer demands. Many small stores
which discontinued cans earlier are
putting them back on the shelves.

“The can demand is too high,” ex-
plains Budweiser truck driver Jim Fer-
guson, 33 years in the business. A few
of his retail customers attempted to do
a bottle-only business, but within a few
weeks the cans were back on the
shelves.

The love affair between the beer
drinker and the six-pack may be wan-
ing, but it's far from over, say those
who know.

grim —

tem with a lawsuit. But while Knox
isn't knocking the system, he’s more
concerned about whether it benefits the
drivers and the industry than the
retailers.

“If we can convince ourselves that
accountability can be controlled, at
least to the point where it's cheaper
than loss of productivity, we'll go with
it,” he says.

But he stresses that the local is at-
tempting to keep the cost of brew
down, while raising the productivity of
drivers.

UNFORTUNATELY, as the first in-
dustrialized state to cope with the non-
returnable ban, Michigan is the pio-
neer, he points out.

That causes adjustment problems for
everyone.

Budweiser and Michelob driver Jim
Ferguson, 33 years in the business,
voices the concerns of his union repre-
sentatives.

Delivering his favorite brew to a
Plymouth party store last week, he ad-
mits that he carries tape in his truck to
keep the flimsy cardboard containers
together.

The cans topple over, a strong gust
of wind can knock them off his dolly on
their way to the truck, and stacking
them in the trucks are another prob-
lem, he says.

Consumers don’t help the situation,
he adds.

Stuffing different kinds of beer in a
12-pack carton means each cardboard
container must be opened and sorted.

But despite the problems, retailers
like Joyce Southerland believe the driv-
ers are helping the situation.

“Most of them are very pleasant and
accommodating,” she says. They even
help sort them out in a crunch, she
says, although that costs the drivers
time and money.

But if the brewery drivers go to the
bag system, she believes much of the
problem can be solved.

“If the beer corporations could come
up with somethi@ the bag system,
more people co handle cans,” she
says.
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Stacking bottles in wooden cases is an easier job than their alumi-
num counterparts in cardboard containers. Don Rohn, of Westland.
manager of the Towne Club store on Ann Arbor Road, wields a dolly
with ease.

Retail employees would like beer manufacturers and drivers to co-
operate on a system to store yeturnable cans such as the bag system
nravided bv soft drink companies. (Staff photos by Gary Caskev)

ing with several state officials on the
project. Those include David Laidlaw,
director of Huron- Clinton parks; Doug
Smith, a gubernatorial aide; John Flodin
for Canton Parks; Leon Atchinson, di-
rector of the City of Detroit Recreation

i L @ ’
CLIFF THOMAS

Department and Edward Mike, direc-
tor of parks and recreation for' the
Wayne County Road Commission.

The youths will not be allowed to so-

licit containers from park patrons,

Hearing held

The Michigan Public Service Com-|
mission will hold public hearings Feb.
2 in Detroit and Farmington Hills on
a rate increase proposed by Michigan |
Bell Telephone (E:o !

Bell is asking the commission for |
revenue increases of about $234 million |
annually over a two-year period. Bell
seeks to increase its rates by produce |
$142 million more in 197 and $92 mil-
lion more in 1980. v '

The Detroit hearing will begin at |
1:30 p.m. in the 13th floor auditorium |
of the City-County Building, 2|

Woodward.

I

Thomas said. The business will be oper-
ated solely from the van and available
to those who do not want to bother with
the return of containers.

THOMAS ISN'T the only one with
business or charitable ideas in mind,
when it comes to returnable contain-
ers.

Fred Baker, an ordinance officer for
Canton Township, decided to put re-
turnables to work for muscular dystro-
phy.

Baker put a sign up over the crates
for returnable cans near the vending
machine in the employees’ lounge at
township hall a couple of months ago.
He then opened a savings account for
the Muscular Dystrophy Foundation,
and carted the cans donated by em-
ployees to the stores himself.

Over a one and one-half month peri-
od, he collected $35 for the charity in
refund deposits.

“Most of the employees were really
great about it,” Baker says. “A lot of
people would even bring in cans from
home.”

About three weeks ago, however, the
township replaced the can vending ma-
chine with one stocked with bottles.
Soda is only 25 cents, and the vending
machine company wants the bottles
back.

Deposits are not required on the bot-
tles.

Without the can business, Baker
doesn’t plan togivé\up. He’s hoping to
install a canister asking for donations
for Muscular Dystrophy because the
pop is so cheap.

Never before involved in fundraising -

for the foundation, Baker says, “I just
thought it was something nice to do.”

Bear hugs and puppy love
for your young Valentine.

Fluffy white cuddlies
with “l love you" hearts
upon their bright red
denim overalls. . .each
a soft, foam-filled acrylic
pile charmer. 20"H,

bear or dog, $9.

Jacobson's

VALENTINE'S DAY IS FEBRUARY 14
OPEN THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS UNTIL '9:00







