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Contact sports ruling 
puts coaches in uproar 
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By GLENN BUNTING 

J a c k a n d J i l l a r e no l onge r 
restr icted to running up and down hills 
together 

In a decision carrying nationwide 
impact, a federa l judge in Ohio ruled 
last week that girls must be allowed to 
compete with boys in high school con 
tact sports 

In P lymouth and Canton, high school 
coaches for both boys' and gir ls ' 
sports a re saying the riding " is ridicu-
lous " 

"I  don't think there's a place for 
women in contact sports," said Dave 
Schuele, P lymouth CantonHigh football 
coach " In wrestl ing, girls competing 
with boys would be a f iasco." 

"I  don't think much' of it. We're 
trying to develop a program for gir ls 
and we'd like to see that development 
continue This doesn't help," said John 
S a n d m a n n , a th le t i c d i r e c t o r fo r 
Plymouth-Canton Ccmmunity schools 

"1 can' t conceive of it happening," 
said Tom Moshimer, Salem football 

By law, you'd have to give a girl an equal 
shot at making the team. But I would more 
than likely find some way to rid myself of the 
problem. Its something you hope doesn't 
come about.' 

-Dave Schuele, Canton football coach 

coach. "Footba l l is a man 's game. I'd 
hate to see a 130-pound girl try to com-
pete with some of the 200-pound kids 
on our football team. 

" T H E DECISION was obviously 
made by a judge and not a person with 
an athletic background 

The most disturbing part , coaches 
say, is that instead of helping to pro-
mote gir ls ' athletics, the ruling threat-
ens its ex is tence. 

"There 's no doubt the real problem 
will  be when guys go out for gir ls ' 
teams, " said Mike McCauley, Canton 

4 cops crash, 
but trio caught 

Icy streets Tuesday took their toll on 
a host of off icers and police vehicles 
involved in a high speed chase of three 
suspected armed robbers. 

Several policemen were in jured and 
five vehicles damaged as of f icers f rom 
five law enforcement agencies pur 
sued three men in a chase that s tar ted 
in Canton Township and ended in Ink-
ster a half hour later 

Off icers from Wayne and Inkster 
finally ar rested the trio, charged with 
robbing a Canton bait shop 

Arrested on two counts—armed rob-
bery and possession of a f i rearm in 
commission of a felony—were Carl L. 
l.adosz, 49, of 7406 Waldo, Detroi t . 
Anthony Mazzio, 38, 8158 Mandalan, 
Detroit and Robert P. Vincent of Troy 

Wayne County Sheriff Det. Larry 
Patterson said Mazzio was out on 
parole for a bank robbery when 
arrested and also out on $5,000 bond 
for a recent a rmed robbery in Detroit. 
The other two men ar res ted were also 
parolees, Patterson said 

Tuesday morning a man reportedly 
entered the Hudson Bait Shop, 43271 
Ford Road, carry ing a minnow bucket 
Jeff Fisher, 18. an at tendant in the bait 
store, said the man. who police claim 
was l^adosz. asked him if he had any 
perch minnows Fisher, of Westland, 
said when he went to get the minnows, 
two other men entered the store wear-
ing ski masks. 

'One of the guys wearing a mask 
had a 22 pistol pointed at my head and 
used pretty dirty language telling me 
to get in the back room and lay down," 
Fisher said. 

F I S H E R ' S HANDS w e r e taped 
behind his back with heat tape 

"They kept yelling that they wanted 
the pistols, they wanted the guns." 
Fisher said 

A 410 pump shotgun was reported 
stolen, along with a BB-gun. 14 boxes 
of ammunit ion, a knife, two fishing 
poles, $160 in cash and Fisher 's wallet. 
F isher decr ibed Char les Hudson, 
owner of the bpit shop, as a gun 
collector 

"I  asked them, 'Listen, will  you at 
least leave me my dr iver 's l i c e n s e -
take my wallet and anything in the 
store but leave me my l icense' , " 
Fisher said "That real ly got the guy, 
with the gun angry. He said I'll  shoot 
you about that l icense,' so I dropped 
the subject " Minutes a f ter they left. 
Fisher broke the tape 

All  of the stolen goods were recov-
ered when police ar res ted the tr io in a 
stolen, si lver Dodge van 

TnP' f i rs t police car to respond to 
Fisher's call to the Wayne County 
Sheriff 's was Ken Winkler, Canton 
patrolman. But Winkler total led his 
patrol car at the Ford-Canton Center 
intersection when a motorist report-
edly blocked the street and was struck 
by Winkler The dr iver , Chris Katros 
of Canton, was t icketed for blocking 
the intersection and ignoring an emer-
gency vehicle warning. 

Officers from Wayne spotted the van 
at Venoy, near Michigan, and began 
the chase. Wayne Ptl. John Colligan 
hit his head against the windshield 
when he rammed the van, trying to get 
the tno to pull over He suf fered minor 
injuries. A Wayne animal control 
vehicle was also damaged in the chase 
and the van struck a parked car while 
trying to elude police. 

The chase came to an abrupt halt 
when an Inkster patrol ca r s lammed 
head-on into the van. Inkster Officer 
John McGruder was t reated for a leg 
injury. 

"$1.25, 
P L E A S E " 

Your Observer & Eccentr ic car 

ner will ask for an extra quarter 

this month w h e n he/she comes 

by to collect As a young bust-

n c s s ^ e r s o n . your c a r r i e r is 

faced by the prob lems of r ising 

costs and the extra 25 cents 

will help to increase his/her 

earn ings and incentive to con-

t inue to g ive good del ivery to 

you And it s a bargain for you, 

too. since get t ing your home-

t o w n n e w s p a p e r at r e g u l a r 

news stand price wou ld cost 

you an extra 75 cents ' 

W e hope this price increase 

will go as smooth ly as possible 

for a l l ou r c a r r i e r s — m a k i n g 

1978 more prof i table for them 

High gir ls ' basketball coach. "If  a girl 
goes out for a football team, the level 
of competi t ion will  take care of the 
problem. But the girls will  lose out 
when boys s tar t taking over their 
sports. 

"I  think there is enough competit ion 
in girls' spor ts . Let's keep them sepa-
rate-

"I  have a feeling that women a r e 
cutting the i r own throats," Schuele 
said "If  this keeps up, they ' re going to 
kill  their own program " 

THE OHIO LAWSUIT was filed in 
1974 by two seventh graders who were 
barred f rom joining an all-boys bas^ 
ketball t eam. 

But there is some question whether 
the ru l ing a f fec ts Michigan high 
schools. Judge Dunbar Davis of the 
35th District Court in Plymouth says 
the ruling is merely an opinion. 

"I  don't think the decision has any 
force unless it is made by an appel late 
court This is another case of a judge 
making the law instead of interpret ing 
i t ." 

"Just because a federal judge made 
a decision in Ohio doesn't mean we 
have to follow i t ," McCauley said. 
"We can do anything we want here 
until someone is ta^en to cour t . " 

Coaches for boys' sports, however, 
are still faced with t h e prospect of 
girls try ing out for their teams. 

6 

"By law, you'd have to give a girl an 
equal shot at making the t e a m , " 
Schuele said "But I would more than 
likely find s o m e way to rid myself of 
the problem It 's something that you 
hope doesn' t come about " 

Schuele said he had a girl try out for 
his basebal l team at Highland Park, 
but she could not compete and was 
cut. 

"MY  QUESTION Ls why would a gir l 
want to w r e s t l e 7 " said Dan Chrenko, 
wrestling coach at Canton High "In 
my five years , three girls have asked 
about wrest l ing on our team. I had 
them watch a workout f irst. After-
wards, they didn't wart to come out 
because it was too hard " 

Chrenko said he would let gir ls t ry 
out for the Canton wrestJing squad 

Schuele, whose son wrestles for 
Livonia Bentley, said he would not 
want his boy to compete against a girl. 
"I 'd be real apprehensive if there 
were a half-dozen girls on the wres-
tling team I t 's not healthy " 

"We've never been faced with this 
type of th rea t before," Moshimer said. 
"It  wouldn't surpr ise me if a girl t r ied 
out for our t eam next fall to get all the 
publicity. 

"If  i t 's a law, I imagine we'll have to 
go along with it " 
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S h a w n T a r c y n s k i , a k i n d e r g a r t e n e r , s h o w s off a your copy of th is iron-on deca l , t u r n to the b a c k p a g e 
slogan that is part of a child safety drive sponsored of this section. (Staff photo by Bob Woodringi 
by local Parent Teacher Association groups. For 

Helping hands, block parents, 
prepare to keep children safe 

If  there 's one thing that 's foremost 
in the minds of parents throughout 
western Wayne County suburbs, i t 's 
child safety. 

I nd iv idua ls and p a r e n t - t e a c h e r 
groups in Westland. Livonia. Redford 
Township. Garden City. Plymouth and 
Canton Township are forming block 
parent and helping hand programs. 

These programs a r e designed with a 
dual message. They want chi ldren and 
their parents to be safety-conscious 
and warn potential child molesters to 
stay away. 

"We want s t rangers to know that 
this is a community that ca res , " said • 
Dorothy Miller, a parent who has been 
organ iz ing a s a f e t y p r o g r a m at 
Patchm Elementary School in the 
Wayne-Westland District. "We hope 

Bush appealing 
his suspension 

Suspended Canton patrolman Leon-
ard Bush will  appeal his 30<iay "defa-
mation of cha rac te r " suspension at a 
closed meet ing of the Canton Board of 
Trustees Tuesday night. 

His a t to rney is Peter Bundarin. 
Bush was suspended for allegedly 
using obscene language, while off-duty 
in the Rusty Nail lounge, to descr ibe 
Maureen Fi larecte. 

Bush requi red six stitches in t t e 
head when he was called to a domest ic 
quarrel between Ms Filarecki and a 
male acqua in tance of hers, Robert Lee 
Simmers III. 

S immers is charged with str iking 
Ptl. Bush with a police-issue flashlight 
that other of f icers claim was taken 
f rom Pt l . Kathy Petres. S immers 
faces a hear ing today on a mis-
demeanor charge resulting f rom the 
incident. 

But Ms. Fi larecki refused to sign a 
complaint against Simmers, charging 
that police aggravated the situation by 
not lett ing S immers drive away. 

After the incident, Ms. Fi larecki 

signed a complaint against Bush stat-
ing that the off icer directed obscene 
remarks towards her while in the 
Rusty Nai l , a bar Ms Fi larecki 
worked at until early last month 

Ironical ly, Ms. Fi larecki was a 
house guest at Bundarin's until a week 
af ter the incident. In fact it was Bun-
darin who cal led police to his house 
when he said he observed S immers 
"kicking, punching and spi t t ing" on 
the 21-year-old Ms Filarecki.' 

Bundarin lauds the police conduct at 
his home and said last week that Ms. 
Fi larecki "doesn ' t realize the damage 
she's doing to Leonard Bush, Rusty 
Johnson (owner of the bar) , and the 
entire Canton Police Department. She 
thinks she 's a celebri ty." 

John Flodin, township clerk and 
chai rman of the Canton Police Com-
mission, said the township board will 
hear Bush's appeal because the police 
commission has "no author i ty" to rule 
on employee discipline appeals. 

Bush's suspension began Jan. 9. 

this will  deter anyone f rom coming 
into our neighborhoods." 

The Garden City Parent-Teacher 
Association part icipates in a project 
called a block house program This is 
a statewide project, in which volunteer 
parents in every e lementary school 
area throughout the distr ict display a 
red sign accented by a black house 

Youngsters in that d ist r ic t a re 
instructed that if they a re afraid, lost, 
or approached by strangers, the house 
displaying this sign is safe. 

As part of its child safety and wel-
fare campaign. Garden Ctiy PTA 
President Delia Haydon says mem 
bers a re urging parents to dress their 
youngsters properly during the winter 
months. 

Many^elementary school PTAs in the 
W a y n e - W e s t l a n d d i s t r i c t , wh ich 
indudes part of Canton Township, 
have organized block parent programs 
similar to those m Garden City. While 
patchin Elementary tried to form one 
last year, it wasn't until this winter 
that Mrs Miller luis been able to 
organize a multi faceted campaign for 
child safety in that a t tendance area. 

As part of that campaign, Mrs. 
Miller  s group of parents has con-
tacted Observer Newspapers, request-
ing cooperation in running the iron-on 
tranfer which appears on the back 
page of this (A) section 

Since the Patchin group began to 
organize, Mrs Miller said she has 
been approached by PTA members in 
Uvonia and South Lyon They are 
cooperating with the Patchin group in 
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asking both parents and youngsters to 
wear the iron-on t ransfers on sweat 
shirts and T-shirts to promote aware 
ness of child safety 

Some elementary school .stuot n tv 
such as those at Patchin also vievs ;< 
film on child safety sponsored by the 
Harry J Will  Funera l Home in 
I-ivonia and Redford Township 

The block parent program organized 
at Patchin divides the school into five 
attendance areas. Kach a rea has f rom 
two to 30 homes part ic ipat ing m the 
program There are 500 students af 
Patchin 

The block parent program at th.it 
school also has been the basis for a list 
of 62 parents forming a system for 
phoning every child's home in case of 
an emergency such as bad weather. 

"We've had phone fanouts in the 
past, but this t ime we're more organ 
ized," said Mrs Miller The system 
was tested dunng bad weather this 
year when school was dismissed earl\" 
for the day 

Westland police of f icers also have 
worked with the block parents at 
Patchin. offering them suggestions 

Students at Pa tch in a lso have 
designed two bumper st ickers, which 
are being sold in Wayne Westland and 
Livonia districts for 50 cents each 
Both are orange f lourescent in color 
One reads, "My dog eats child moles 
ters . " The other reads. "A s t ranger is 
danger " 

The bumper sl ickers were chosen in 
a contest, which was used to involve 

(Continued on page 4A) 

AN INFREQUEIYT TIE • 
Tie scores in dual swim meets 

are an in f requent happening, but 
that 's what happened (86-86) 
when P l y m o u t h Salem and 
Livonia Bentley teams met See 
Page 1C for detai ls. 

EARLYOtfTS 
Seniors who graduated early 

f rom P l ymou th Canton High 
were honored at a special fare-
well tea last week, reported on 
Page2A. 


