Salem Rocks capture tourney title
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Stanilaus, a mouse
which sneezes in instead
of out, i1s hatching a se-
cret plan to challenge the
top spot held by Rudolph
the Red-nosed Reindeer in
yule legacy. A local com-
mo-cial artist has/devel»
oped the characater of Sta-
nislaus who comes 10
Santa's rescue Christmas
eve—instead of Rudolph
Page 3A.

Lisa Ritter, five, wants
to tell you about the old-
fashioned Christmas her
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family enjoys in their |
Windsor Park home. You |

will enjoy this special re-

port on the Ritters by Sha- |
ron Staron in the Life Sec-

tion. Page 1B.

Forgotten?

A few months

ago, |

friends and neighbors re- |

sponded when Vickie Wool-

ey needed blood donations |

to help her combat Hod- |

gkins disease. But she has

needs other than blood, |
needs now unmet as for- |

mer benefactors are no
longer on the scene. As a
result, a search has

started for other persons |

with family members suf-
fering from the disease to
see if they can help each
other. Page 6A.
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Home building hits a record high

By DARLENE STINSON

Despite growing concern among sch(.x)l
and township officials over Canton's rapid-
ly rising population. the township's build-
ing boom is not slowing down.

On the contrary, construction of single-
family homes this year hit a record high.
according to a year end report released by
Chief Building Inspector Charlie Thomp
son

Almost 180 more homes were construct-
ed during 1976 than last year Building de
partment officials this year 1ssued 984 per-
mits far construction of single-family
homes and four permits for construction of
two-unit duplexes

Unless the economy takes a turn for the
worse, Thompson foresees no slowdown in
the township's building boom next year.

CANTON’'S RAPIDLY rising population
1s creating a headache for Plymouth
school district officials, who must provide
an education for the ever-increasing num
bers of students

“We're aware of these (buillding) fig-
ures,”' said Florence Beier. the schools™ ad-
munistrative assistant for community rela-
tions. “"We've already met with the town
ship and (planner) Mike Manore to discuss
them v

“Frankly, we're in a crisis posture.” she
said. “We're not going to have room for

Canton’s building boom is getting louder every year. Building
department officials state that 984 permits were issued this year
for single-family homes and four permits were issued for con-
struction of two-unit duplexes. (Staff photo) :

these kids unless we do something.’

Plymouth sc¢hool officials this year
opened three new elementary schools in
Canton to accommodate the increasing
number of schodl-age children. But. accord
ing to Mrs. Beier, enrollment at two of the
schools—Field and Eriksson—is already at
capacity levels, while a limited amount of
space is still available at Hulsing.

School board members are considering
implementing Miller Elementary's year-
round school program at other schools in
Canton and western Plymouth Township to
accommodate [the  population growth
Under the 45-13 year-round program, the
capacity of school buildings 1s increased
by one-third

“We're looking at all kinds of alterna
tives.,”” Mrs. Beier said., “But the only
thing we can do| without a bond 1ssue is 45
15, which has worked well at Miller, or
split sessions, which are undesirable.

CANTON'S BUILDING BOOM began in
the early 1970s in the northeastern corner
of the township. Since then, township plan-
ner Mike M;mmf(\ says, growth has stead-

ily spread in southerly and westerly direc
tions

As a result, the township’s population
has increased five-fold. since the 1960
census was taken In 1960, shghtly more
than 5.000 persons lived in Canton. That
total chimbed to 11,000 by 1970 When town-
ship officials conducted a mid-decade
census last year, those figures had jumped
to more than 26,000

A survey of the building deparment’s an
nual reports over the last 10 years in
dicates a moderate amount of building ac-
tivity each year from 1966 to 1970, During
each of those years. building department
officials 1ssued about 150 permits for con
struction of single-family homes and apart-
ment buldings

The boorm began in 1971, when 328 per-
mits were issued for single family homes
and 38 were granted for multiples. In 1972,
officials granted 754 building permits for
single-family dwellings and 87 for multi
ples. in 1973. 903 for single-family and 109
for multiples, and in 1974, 751 for single
family and 38 for multiples.

Building permits issued for apartment

construction, notes Manore. do not accu
rately reflect a rise in population, since
one permit allows construction of several
apartment umts

Although no building permits were Is-
sued for apartments in 1975 or 1976, the
building department 1ssued 810 permits for
single-family homes in 1975 and 984 per-
muts n 1976

THOMPSON PREDICTS an upswing in
apartment building construction during the
fext two years. Board members. he notes,
recentty approved site plans for the 176-
unit Cherry Hill Apartment complex, pro
posed for a site on Cherry Hill at 1-275

Furthermore. Thompson says. board
members must adopt by November 1977 a
new state building code. which no longer
requires masonry exterior walls in apart
ment house construction The code will de
crease the cost of apartment building con-
struc,ion

“This could cause the multiple to come
back again.” he said.

Incomplete recount

changes no outcome

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Not that it wjll satisfy anyone. but the
Wayne Gounty Qffice of Elections has re
leased the result of the recount conducted
in precincts oné through nine—excluding
the absentee précinct from the vote check

All three ('anthdales who requested the
recount (supervjsor candidates Peter Bun-
darin and Robdrt Greenstein and trustee
candidate Jamgs Poole) pinpointed ab-
sentee ballot Precinct 10 as the precinct
where they rested their hopes. They believ
ed that because pollworkers entered ab-
sentee ballots on the voting machines,
there was a good possibility of human
€error.

In precincts ope through nine Greenstein
picked up nine more write-in votes— leav-
ing him with a total of 3.360— 448 votes be
hind the declared winner, Harold Stein

When class met retarded.
who benefitted the most?

What could have been a routline. do-
something-for-the-less-fortunate, type of
Christmas activity turned into a special
day for the seventh grade students at Cen-
tral Middle School and the residents of the
Plymouth Center for Human Development

“What a reaction that day made on the
kids in the class.” said teacher Nola
Lutey “The best part of the whole thing
was that the Kkids interacted with the
patients. It went so well we're planning to
go back at Easter time "

The students in Mrs. Lutey's English-sc-
cial studies class put on a skit called “The
Night Before Christmas™ for the residents
of the center and led a sing-along with
everyone joining in on the songs. Resi-
dents of the center provided the missing
lyrics when the grade school students were
stuck

On the “12 Days of Christmas," the stu-
dents ran through “five golden rings" with-
out a hitch, but couldn’t remember what
happened on the sixth day

Virginia, a blind center resident with a
beautiful singing voice, piped up, “Six
geese a laying," and they were back on
the track

One of the residents at the cottage
smiled from ear to ear while he conducted
the singing, waving his arms and clapping
his hands. L4

The loudest audience participation num-
ber was “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.”
Residents and students alike joined in on
the song, making a rousing, joyful noise.
After the carols were sang, one of Mrs.
Lutey's students, Randy Aldrich, donned a
Santa Claus suit and gave a present to
each of the residents, ¢

For some of the residents, this present
would be one of the only gifts they'd gel
this Christmas season. These people are
known as the “forgotten” residents. They
will stay in the center while other resi-
dents go home to spend the season with
their families.

“Don’t pul this in the paper, but Christ-
mas is the hardest day of the year to work
at a place like this,” said the director of
the Plymouth Center for Human Devel-
opment, John Rivers. “The people who are
left here at Christmas when most of their
friends have gone home for the weekend
know what's going on. And it's sad. That's
why I usually don't work Christmas Day.
Everybody has their breaking point and
that's where mine is."

Rivers is the center's administrator. who
says his job classification should list every
thing from writing federal grant proposals
to wiping noses. Visits from students and
the general public are encouraged. he
said, because 1t helps the institutionalized
retarded see how the normal society is sup-
posed to act. Shopping trips for the resi-
dents are also encouraged

“We have an open door.” Rivers said.

“We welcome people., because we have
nothing to hide and everything to gain
from their interest. "

Normal social behavior is a goal that the
staff tries to teach the retarded in hopes
that they will be able to find placement in

instead of performing a mandatory Christmas deed for the re

a home in a community—outside of an in
stitution

The retarded men and women and boys
and girls listeped atlentively to the Christ-
mas skit which was conducted in pan-
tomine to the narration of two elves. Dan
Muraske and Robert White, They were an
exuberant, but polite audience,

One line in the poem. “Twas the Night
Before Christmas,”’ describes the smoke
from Santa's, pipe curling around and
around. Mrs Lutey sang this part and the
aclors danced around and around in cir-
cles. The people in the audience loved 1l

When the last Christmas carol was sung

(Continued on page 4A)

Aldrich (in Santa suit) ended up touching the lives of the citizens wh

Human Development. Santa is fla

students at Central Middle School.(Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

tarded at a safe distance, Randy

who had 3.808 votes. Bundarin's vote re
mained unchanged at 3,014

There were {two write-in supervisor votes
for “'Goldstein.” two for Carl Parsell, and
one for Gregory H. Green.

THE TRUSTEE race was decided by a
mere 11 votes, with Eugene Daley nudging
out incumbent Poole. In precincts one
through nine the vote between Poole and
Daley did not change

Write-in candidate Gerald Cheske gained
four votes in the recount of the first nine
precincts. Prior to the recount, Cheske had
2,738 votes: the recount showed him with
2.742. Joyce Willis, Cheske's slate-mate
vying for the second open trustee spot,
picked up 15 votes in the partial recount.
The township board of canvassers certified
her total at 2,748 and the county recount
turned up 2.763

Because of misplaced stickers Parsell re-
ceived 10 votes for trustee even though he
was running for treasurer on the write-in
slate.

Following the announced candidates for
trustee and Parsell were Carter organizer
Steve Protulis, who got three votes; Wil-
liam Brown who received three write-in
votes for trustee; one vote each for F.T
Jones III. Cynthia Gail, and Gachester,
and finally, a sole vote for someone named
“Cheesopie.”

The reason the county board of canvas-
sers gave for denying the request for a
recount in the absentee precinct was that
15 pollworkers at that precinct voted on
the same machines in which absentee bal
lot totals were entered. Ballot bags inside
the protectively-sealed vote cannisters
were also found unsealed

Because 15 pollworkers of the 1323
voters in the absentee precinct voted di
rectly on the machine without using paper
ballots, canvassers said there would be no
way to fully reconstruct the vote in the pre
cancet in a recount.

“Let's say the election workers came
across a ballot during the recount that was
all right in every aspect except the vote
for Greenstein was spoiled,” said Orvylle

o live at the Plymouth Center for

nked by elves Dan Muraske (left) and Bob White, seventh grade

Tungate. Wayne County deputy clerk

“Imagine that there was an X opposite
every candidate's name but Greenstein's
When we do the recount we do not know if
that vote for Greenstein was counted elec
tion night. And, working from the original
totals, we can't say how those 15 non
paper absentee ballots should be dis
tributed. ™

SUPERVISOR CANDIDATES Bundarin
and Greenstein said they would file a law
suit against the county board of canvas-
sers if trustee candidate Poole, who lost by
only 11 votes. would join them n a joint
lawswit. Last week Poole said that he
would study the election laws before mak-
ing his decision. He still hadn't decided
Tuesday night. but indicated that if he did
sue 1t would be done individually. and not
jointly

“It would look less political if 1 sued by
myself,” Poole said. “Maybe Greenstein
or Bundarin can represent me law
yers— that way it would help them get
their names in the paper to attract more
clients But | don’t think all three of us
should file suit jointly. If 1t looks like us
vs. them. or the old administration vs. the
new administration, I'll jump out of the
boat

One of the candidates who demanded a
recount in Precinct 10 said he now has
doubts about whether 1t 1s possible to de
mand a recount in a situation where the
law is ambigious. or contradicts itself, and
the county board of canvassers rules that
the precinct 15 “unrecountable.’

Marfina and Denzal Hammond. chair
man of the four-member county board of
canvassers, have both indicated that they
feel the state statute i1s ambigious because
it states that only township pollworkers
may vote in a precinct other than the one
where they're registered. yet demands
that the number of voters on the poll list
match with the final tally on the vote ma
chines

In Precinct 10 this was not the case be
cause of the added 15 pollworkers that
were on the machine total but not in the
poll book

All three candidates would like to see
the county at least recount all of the 1.308
actual paper ballots Greenstein suggests
that the Precinct 10 recount could be unof
ficial if necessary. to determine the extent
of vote error

das

Hammond. of the county canvassers,
said that with the close race between
Poole and Daley those 15 “untraceable bal-
lots" could become the crucial factor. Any
unoffical recount of all but 15 ballots is im-
possible, Hamond said

In instances where a precinct 1S ““uncoun-
table.”” Hammond said the original. certi-
fied vote totals must stand

Greenstein is still hopping mad about the
decision not to recount Precinct 10

“1 know there were at least seven or
nine mistakes in the first 100 absentee bal-
lots they counted.' Greenstein said. His
former secretary, Pam Phillips, inspected
the ballots next to the election workers
Dec. 13 and 14 with Bundarin and Poole’s
inspectors, Karen Bundarin and Cindy
Monks.

“Some of the poliworkers in the ab-
sentee precinct must have written in the
names of our team on the write-in ma-
chines at the nrecinct when they voted. |
know we got some votes there. But the
election workers never looked to see if any
of those 15 pollworkers wrote in any votes.
They never even looked. That's wrong and
it blows their Whole argument about not
wanting to disenfranchise the voters.”

Before members of the board of canvas-
sers voted not to recount the absentee pre-
cinct, Greenstein implored them to refuse
to rule on the recountability of the precinct
and file action themselves in circuit court
demanding that a judge make a declara-
tory judgment.
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Geake., Bida announce

Mayor enters race
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PICTURE
FRAMES

PRE-INVENTORY

SALE

of Frames in stock

00/0 off

FOURDAYS ONLY
TUES. DEC. 28 THRU FRI. DEC. 31

'NO'OOIA'NY
00 West Ann Arber Tralil

Downtown Blymouth

Plymouth Mayor Joe Bida announced
Tuesday that he will be a candidate for the
State Senate seat vacated by Carl Pursell.

The governor is expected to set a special
election date soon for a primary run-off
for candidates seeking the senate seat now
vacant because of the election of Pursell
(R-Plymouth) to the congressional seat in

the 2d District.

BIDA, a Republican and a city commis-
sioner since 1971, says he is running be
cause he is concerned about problems fac-
ing the suburbs which need action at the
gtate level

“My major concerns are the increase in
crimes and the continued potential for
cross-district busing. 1 am in favor of re-
instituting capitol punishment and feel we
must take other strong measures agamst
criminals to protect our citizens

“In the past, I have been very much
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‘Christmas

Sale

Starts Monday
December 27

Savings in
Every Department

We Will Close
at 500 p.m
Christmas bve
Verry Christimas!

Winter Boots
Men's Work Shoes

Men's Dress-Casual-Sport Shoes
Women's Dress-Casual-Sport Shoes

*Northville, 153 E. Main
*Plymouth, 322 S. Main

Also in Elkhart, Scott

Slippers
Boys' & Girls’ Shoes
Also Tennis Shoes

Metroplace Mall

*Wayne *Brighton, Brighton Mall
*South Lyon, 131 E. Lake

, South Bend & Indianapolis, Indiana

for

against busing for integration and am con-
cerned that this issue may be facing us

again.

“With the opening of the 1-275, Jeffries
and M-14 expressways, Plymouth, Livonia
and surrounding communities will be
faced with an ever increasing crime prob-
lem. Although the expressways are nice be-
cause it makes travel easier for motorists,
they also make it easier for criminals to

enter a town and get out quick.

“Just as Birmingham has been beset
with crime problems this year, Plymouth,
Northville and Livonia will be facing sim
ilar problems soon if deterrent action isn’t
taken soon. That's one of the reasons I'd
like to serve in the Legislature where re
gional problems such as crime can be bet-
ter dealt with."”

BIDA HAS a long public service career

senate

which goes back to the mid-fifties when he
served as directar of the department of
public works in Garden City

From Garden City, he moved to
Plymouth where he became director of the
DPW in that city and then spent two years
as DPW director for Plymouth Township.

After ending his tenure with the DPW u,
Plymouth Township, Bida ran for the city
commission in 1971 and was the top vote-
getter.

In November, 1975, he was selected by
the Plymouth City Commission to serve as
mayor of the city

“If I'm unsuccessful in my bid for the
State Senate,’ says Bida, “'I'm more than
content to continde to serve the residents
of Plymouth. But [ think I could serve resi
dents of Plymouth in Lansing and hope to
have the chance to do so.”

Geake will run
for senate post

State Rep. R. Robert Geake is an active
candidate for the 14th State Senate District
and will seek the Republican nomination

Geake. reelected to a third two-year
term to the House Nov. 2. till seek the sen
ate vacancy expected to be created by the
resignation of Carl Pursell. Plymouth Re-
publican who won a narrow victory to the
2d Congressional District post last month

Pursell’s 344-vote margin is being chal-

lenged by Ann Arbor Democrat Ed Pierce

Although Pursell hasn't resigned his sen
ate position yet, Geake 1s expecting a spe-
cial primary and general election dates to
be set for early next vear

The district includes Livonia, Plymouth
Redford Township and Northville

Gieake. 40 and a Northville resident, s
the first to announce his candidacy and
stressed his background in the state
House

That background includes being on the
House cducation. public health. mental
health and election committees and serv-
ing on select committees to study fraud
and abuse i the state's Medicaid program
and a national advisory committee on men-

Hlymonth-Canton—

tal health and illness of the elderly

Geake. in his first term, ranked third out
of 24 freshman legislators in getting bills
approved by both houses. Those bills will
allow schools to bus students to spectator
events: modernize the administration of
the state’s mental hospitals, assure emer-
gency medical treatment for children in
foster care. increase the availability of
public immunization programs. and per
mit local governments more flexibility in
the scheduling of elections.

All those bills were eventually signed
into law, Geake said

He stressed his'work on the revised men-
tal health code and his role in the past
term in getting through a bill to resolve
the medical malpractice insurance Crisis

GGeake is a practicing psvchologist and
former administrator at the Plymouth Cen-
ter for Human Development He holds a
BS MA and PhD degrees in education and
psychology from the University of Mich-
1gan

Geake was elected to the Schoolcraft Col-
lege board of Trustees in 1969 and later
served as chairman. He resigned the col-
lege board to become a state representa-
five

OBITUARIES

PAUL A HEIM

Funeral services for Mr. Heim, 78, of N.
Evergreen, Plymouth, were held recently
in Lambert Funeral Home and Our Lady
of Good Counsel Catholic Church with bur-
jal in South Lyon Cemetery. Officiating
was the Rev. Robert Keller.

Mr. Heim, who died Dec. 17 in St. Jo-
seph Hospital, Ann Arbor, had moved to
Plymouth in 1971. He was a retired super-
visor in the glass department, Ford Motor
Company. Survivors include: wife, Ce-
celia: sons, Paul Jr., and Gary; daugh-
ters. Mrs. Jeanne Nesbitt, Mrs. Shirley
Smith. and Mrs. Patricia Weipert; sister,
Mrs. Alice Islam; 12 grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren .

GORDON WILLIAM CARNE

Services for Gordon William Carne, -60,
of 41334 Windsar Court, Northville, were
Dec. 15 at Harry J. Will Funeral Home
with Dr. Bartlett J. Hess, Ph. D. offici-
ating. Mr. Carne died Dec. 12 in St. Mary
Hospital Burial was in Evergreen Ceme-
tery

Mr. Carne was a manufacturer’s repre-
sentative for Clyde Paint Co. of Ohio. He
is survived by his wife, Florence; sons Mi-
chael of Arkansas, Lawrence of Northville,
Charles of Plymouth and Gordon of Calif ;
daughters Caroline Plagens of Cleveland,
Florence Robefts of Livonia, and Step-
hanie Peorilli of Woodhaven; brothers Bill
of California and Jack of Detroil; and 18
grandchildren,
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Whamo 10 SCANNER
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This 10 posttion scanner works without crystals Aluminum
combs allow you to change frequency by st breaking off the
proper teeth and nserting the combs in the back Super accurate
electronic tuning covers low, gh and ultra high public service
pands plus two amatuer bands. AC—DC, complete with 20
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Says 10 Power Meter
Messages e Dynamic Mike, PA
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UNIVEBSAL C.B. SPEAKER
ol = C.Li)éncTEYL EEIr;JﬂTSYDOEI(?)ER NOW 34900
i UNDER HOOD MOUNTING

® 3 x 5SPEAKER o N
REG. $9.95 FRES

NOW ONLYS?°

NOW ONLY cmm,
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( AMPHENAL

Many other features
1000's Sold at $119 95

FIELD STRENGTH

e WEATHERPROOF
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SWR METER
Foiler “Quick Release” o Telescoping Antenna e Car

PL-259"
Trunk Antenna Mount 69 g ,Lw:—:‘g be left in circuit for accurate tun-
e Easily Removes to Ride n per Customar ing of your CB Antenna Easy to
Trunk GOULD“AA" 5 [ s - EEE
® Helps Prevent Thett NI-CAD BATTERIES ,,Read Dial. Perfect VSWR at 111
Instails without special tools on all auto Reg $2.49 Covers a range of 2 to 30 MH2 520
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CBRADIO MAGNETIC MIKECLIPS
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Reg. $144.95 378 NOW § CB ANTENNA
. 31100
CADILLAC OF CB reg sioas_ NOW 11
TRAM XL 23 CHANNEL GEMTRONICS REGENCY

CR -186

GTX 3323 00
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CB RADIO
Reg. $155 95 89995

$55.00

A COMPLETE WRITTEN ANALYSIS IS GIVEN ON EVERY CB RADIO PURCHASED

inlimited-
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communications

44730 FORD ROAD +« CANTON, MICHIGAN ¢ 459-5050
YOUR ONE STOP COMMUNICATIONS AND DIAGNOSTIC CENTER
« Complete Communications equipment + Professional instailation
« Electronic Parts and Accessories « Diagnostic Service

HOURS: DAILY10-9 (g7 10 MCDONALDS) NEW TOWNE PLAZA (K-MART CENTER)

THIS IS IT!!
ANOTHER CUT IN PRICES

Dancer's Paskions

ALL SALES FINAL
NO REFUNDS
NO EXCHANGES

SALE STARTS

LADIES
BLOUSES

488

688
Reg. 14.00

788

OPEN
MON.-THURS.-FRI. 10-3
TUES.-WED.-SAT. 10-6

!

Reg. 9.00

Reg. 12.00

LADIES
FASHION
SHOP

LOCATED

METRO PLACE MALL-WAYNE, MICH.
GREAT 100,000 GOING
OUT OF BUSINESS SALE

DEC. 23

10:00 A.M.
ILADIES
SWEA

Reg. 12.00

RS
588
Reg. 15.00 788

PREWA
Bmsﬂgs.gum

| {

PANTY HOSE

Reg. .99-.66

40% OFF

DANCER'S FASHIONS
METRO PLACE MALL WAYNE. MICH.

JEWELRY

40% OFF

SCARFS
40% OFF

AL
DRESSES

0%
OFF

BANKCARDS
WELCOME

PURSES
40% OFF

ENTIRE
STOCK JUNIOR
& MISSES
SPORTSWEAR

1/3=1/2 OFF
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There once was a mouse named Stanislaus
Who could blow himself up just as big as a house.
How did he do it so tiny and thin?

Instead of sneezing out, he sneezed in!

N\
) He’d store them blows up there in his nose
’ Achew, Achew, and up he goes.

And when he gets ready, he lets 'em all out
zooms into the air, and flys all about!

Oh, Stanislaus the Flying Mouse
Could blow himself up just as big as a house.
Scrawny little fella, so tiny and thin
Instead of sneezing out, he sneezed in!

Then one starry Christmas night
Santa was going to cancel his flight.
All the reindeer were sick in bed
And no one was left to pull his sled.
Oh, what a terrible thing he said'
For all the little children at home in bed.

When from out in the snow came the strangest

Grew louder and louder, was heard all around.
And there by the sleigh, just as big as a house
Stood Stanislaus, the Flying Mouse.

He took hold of the reins, shouted, ‘*‘All

Then out of his nose those sneezes roared!
With a bump and a lurch, and the toys neatly

Into the sky that tiny sleigh soared!

As they passed out of sight that wondrous night
You could hear old Santa say
“Stanislaus Mouse, up, up and away!
Stanislaus Mouse, you've saved Christmas Day

(R

Copyright, Joe Gornall 1976
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Inflated Christmas mouse
says: ‘Roll over Rudolph’

By PATRICK TOUHEY

Stanislaus the Christmas Mouse. It's not
quite Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer,
but, still, it does have a certain ring to it

Stanislaus is the creation of Joe Gornell,
a commercial artist who also owns The Vil-
lage Stripper on Liberty Street in Old Vil-
lage. And if Joe has his way, the seasonal
rodent will take his place with such house-
hold words as the Grinch Who Stole Christ-
mas, the Peanuts characters, and Frosty
the Snowman.

“People are ready for a new Christmas
character,” said Joe. “In my opinion,
Frosty the Snowman was the last real crea-
tion, and that was almost 20 years ago.”

However, Joe's plans for Stan include
more than making him an emerging Christ-
mas symbol. He is currently in the process
of exploring record possibilities (lyrics by
Joe), and he is frying to find a publisher
for a children's book (words and illustra-
tions by Joe) with the mouse as the cen-
tral character.

STANISLAUS, HOWEVER, did not start
out as a Christmas mouse. Originally, he
was -a secondary character in a cartoon
strip that Gornell thought up and tried to
get syndicated five years ago.

“The cartoon strip was really about a
cat,” Gornell rgmarked. "I threw in the

Bicentennial year reviewed-

The bicentennial year — 1976. Historical
ly speaking, a year that will be difficult to
distingwsh from any other year of its kind
a century from now, aside from the fact
that this vear marked the 200th anniver
sary of our nation's independence

Yet, flipping back the pages of this
year's calendar brings to mind a bevy of
hughlights which make 1976 something to
reflect on for the present-day Plymouth
Canton mhabitants

JAN 1
The Plymouth Community School Dis-
trict estabhishes a Citizens Advisory Corm-
" mittee (CAC) to provide the board of edu
cation with recommendations on commu-
mty atutudes in specific areas

The Christmas report for 1975 indicated
that most residents chose ham over turkey
for Christmas dinner, gave clothing or
books for gifts, and drank as much as
usual—but cheaper brands of liquor. Sales

were up at almost every store in tne area

JAN. 5
Mark A Hunt, a 26-year-old native of To-
peka, Kan., was named director of
Plymouth Historical Museum in the Dun-
mng Memorial Building.

JAN. 8

The will of Floyd A Kerhl is filed for
probate in Judge Frank Szymanski's
court. The Plymouth banker and philan-
thropist, who died a couple of months ear-
lier, left an estate of nearly $2 million

The Plymouth City Commission ratified
a new two-year contract with the City of
Plymouth Police Department

Gary Mirto resigns from the board of
education for health reasons.

JAN 12
Crime statistics show that crime in-

creased in 1975 in Plymouth and Canton
townships, but remained stable in the City
of Plymouth

A compilation of local historian Sam
Hudson's works about the history of the
Plymouth community heads for the pub-
lishers.

JAN. 15

Nine area residents apply for appoint
ment to the board of education seat left va
cant by the resignation of Gary Mirto

School board faced with the dilemna of
budget cuts in school district

Bicentennial commission reveals plans
for the July celebration
JAN. 19

The Canton Township Board approved,
by a 4-2 margin, to make Canton the for-

Attorney submits work

Canton attorney George Ward has sub-
mitted preliminary work on a new civil or-
dinance for Canton employes

The ordinance. once it 1s OK'd by town-

Still gone

The mother of Lori Ann Mahaf-
fey, a 14-year-old Plymouth girl
missing since Dec. 5 has a mes-

-- gage for her daughter who left

e

b

" home after an argument. “I'd like

to tell her to contact her mother to
let us now that she’s all right and

" to tell her that we'd like to have
" her home for Christmas.” Lori's

mother, Arlantha Mahaffey, of

“~ 42834 Joy, Plymouth, said there '

has been no word-or firm leads
on the whereabouts or condition
of the eighth grade student at
East Middle School. One location
in Canton Township has been un-
der investigation by Wayne Coun-
ty Sheriffs Det. Susan Murray.
“All }'can think of is that some-
body s influercing her." Friends
of the Mahaffey girl say that Lori
isn't a street-wise girl prone to
long absences. She has red hair
and green eyes, and wheft she
'aft home she was wearing a red
ski jacket:and tan sfow boots.
Persons 'with any information
about Ma. Mahatfey are urged to
call the Wayne County Sheriffs,
Mrs. Mahatfey, or the Plymouth-
Canton Observer Newspaper.

O&F

ship board members gnd approved by
voters at the polls, will replace a 1972 town-
ship ordinance which Ward has deemed in-
valid

Canton Supervisor Harold Stein says the
prelimary work submitted by Ward is only
a pile of “rough worksheets."

“It's so rough I couldn even call il a
rough drafl," he said. "It wasn't even for-
mally submitted "

Stein declined to submit a copy of
Ward's prelimary work to the press, be-
cause “this thing’s got to be done proper-
ly.”" he said

“Board members haven't even seen it."”
he explained. "' don't want a situation cre-
ated that's going to upset a bunch of town-
ship employees and make them afraid for
their jobs.”

BUT TOWNSHIP Trustee Robert Myers,
a member of the-defunct Civil Service
Commission (CSC), called Ward's prelimi-
nary work a “rough draft” ready for in-
troduction at the township board table

Myers, who personally received the
work from Ward and passed the draft
along to Stein, said Ward recommended a
procedure township officials could follow
to deal with the proposed document.

Ward was unavailable for comment

According to Myers, Ward recommend-
ed introducing the draft to the township

.draft on civil service

board, which could refer the matter to the
CSC for study. Township board members
could then direct the attorney to draw up a
final copy of the proposed ordinance be-
fore placing the issue on the ballot. Myers
said.

Stein declined to divulge specific infor-
mation contained in Ward's work

“No one has really looked at it that close-
ly.” he explained

Currently, Canton employes are not pro-
tected by civil service. Ward ruled last Oc-
tober th e township’s 1972 civil service
ordinanﬁ invalid, since proper pro-
cedures were'not followed in approving the
document.

According to Ward, voters did nol ap-
prove a specific civil ordinance in 1972
They only approved an advisory question

as to whether the township should estab-

lish a merit system, he says

In addition, the 1972 ballot question re-
ferred to the wrong section of the Mich-
igan Constitution. Section six. not section
seven. as the ballot said, empowers munici-
palities to enact civil service ordinances

Although township employes are not cur-
rently protected by civil service, Stein
says they have no reason to fear for their
jobs

“These rumors about people getting
fired are just that—pure rumor,” he said.

Sports boosted |

Four $1,000 checks to the Plymouth Canton Junior Athletic
Association were handed to Jim Sinclair (right) at Tuesday
nights Salem High basketball game. Canton Township Deputy
Treasurer Mike Gorman represented the township by presenting ,
the donation. The four checks will be split equally among the four
PCJAA teams-basketball, baseball, football and hockey. (Staff

photo)

)

mal postal name for the township.

Plymouth Salem's basketball team ex-
tends its unbeaten string to 11, as senior
forward Jim Ellinghausen breaks the
1.000-career point plateau by netting 19
points in the Rocks 57-43 triumph over
Allen Park

| JAN. 26

Members of ithe Plymouth Centennial
Educational Park Sympheny Band head
south to perform in an orchestra clinic at
Troy State University in Alabama.

Prospects for' a local inpatient hospital
to be built in the area grow dim, but hope
remains that thére still might be an emer-
gency facility built

| JAN. 29
Flossie Tonda is appointed to the vacant
school board ppst after being nominated
by E.J. McClengdon, and approved by a 4-2
vote. 3
!
Mrs. Ann L'miiamood is selected Woman
of the Year by the Plymouth Jaycettes.

It. Dallas Raby receives the Distin
guished Service Award for his work in the
Salvation Army

FEB. §
The City of Flymouth enters into a con-
tract with the federal government to begin
\
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Our Second
Convenient Location
115 Haggerty at
Cherry Hill, Canton

981-1200 '
Home of the Square Pizza

TUESDAY'S SPECIAL - UNBAKED FAMILY-STYLE PIZZA

mouse as an after-thought. 1 mean you
can't have a cartoon cat without a cartoon
mouse. "’

But, unfortunately for Joe and Sta:
nislaus, the people who syndicate cartoons
did not feel as enthusiastic about the cat
and mouse idea as Gornell did. Nobody
bought it.

“*Apparently they didn’t think it was too
funny. I think I came close a couple times.
One guy kept thetstrip for more than a
month, but then it fell through "

So, according to Joe, the idea lay dor-
mant for a while. ¥n the meantime he con-
tinued working as a free-lance commercial
artist and turned his hobby of refinishing
furniture into a business enterprise.

Explaining how a commercial artist with
cartooning aspirations got into the furni-
ture business Gornell stated, "I guess it
was -mainly economic. When you do free-
lance work, sometimes your income is ir-
regular

“l had always enjoyed stripping and re-
finishing furniture just for myself. and it
seemed like a good way to make extra
money during those times when [ wasn't
working as an artist.”

Joe added that his wife usually handles
the business, with him helping out when he
can. Beside the Village Stripper in
Plymouth, the Gornells own the Down

River Stripper in Southgate

WHILE THE BUSINESSES were being
solidified, Stanislaus stayed on the draw-
ing board Then, one day when Joe was
driving from Detroit to Southgate, some
lyrics about the mouse popped into his
head qut of the blue

“1 was just driving along,~ remembers
Gomnell. “‘and all of a sudden | started sing-
ing a song about Stanislaus. The words
just came to me.’

From that time the mouse idea took on
new dimensions. Joe changed and refined
the first lyrics and started thinking in
terms of records and children’s books. And
he still wants to change Stanislaus a httle
more.

“He looks kind of goofy now. " Joe said.
“I'd like to improve the art work before
I'm through with him. When you do draw-
ings for a cartoon strip, the art isn't that
important. It just has to be good enough to
carry the idea. But for books it's a differ-
ent story.”

So far the only kids who have read the
book that Joe put together are his own
But he says they liked it a lot

To date, Gornell has not found a pub
lisher for his book. but who knows? In a
Christmas or two from now, you just
might find yourself tuning in a special pro-
gram all about a mouse

irst of 4 parts

a program of housing rehabilitation assist-
ance to low- and moderate-income fami-
lies

FEB. 12
After a cost analysis. the board of educa-
tion announced it will not close Geer
School, prolonging the life of the two-room
schoolhouse until the fall ot 1976

FEB. 16
The state approved the annexation of 73
acres of Burroughs Corp. property in
Plymouth Township, vffective Apnil 10

FEB. 19
One hundred residents attend a
Plymouth City Commission meeting 1o
voice their opinions on the senior high-rise
housing project

City &mmissiou votes 52 to assist a de-
veloper in obtaining state financing, and to
notify the state the city will consider grant-
ing tax abatement if the senior housing
project gets underway.

FEB. 2

Six seniors at Plymouth Salem  High,
and five upperclassmen at Canton Highe
play their final regular season basketball
games in prep uniforms. Salem clinches
an unprecedented third straight Suburban .
Eight crown by demolishing Dearborn 61-

\
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\

41. while Canton concludes its season on a
high note by nipping Walled Lake Western,
52-51

MARCH 4

Plymouth teachers respond hotly to
charges that their alleged apathy towards
CASTLES in-service training may be be-
cause the profession is now in a demora:
lized condition

New attendance boundaries are recom
mended to the board of education by the
district's attendance and boundary com-
mittee, The policies concern middle and
elumentary schools

The long-awaited clash between Salem
and Canton on the basketball court takes
place, and Salem emerges the victor In a
hard-fought tussle in the opening round of
the state tournament, 74-55

MARCH 8

The Rocks bow out of the state tourna-
ment prematurely at the hands of
Bloomfield Hills Lahser, 76-55. Jim El
linghausen takes game scoring honors with
24, and is later named as Plymouth first
All-State player by all the top metro news
organizations. Ellinghausen later signs a
national letter of intent to attend Ohio
State University

Special LuRISTMAS COOKIES thra the Holidays

981-1200

ﬁ Sunday7am.3p.m.

HOT BREAD
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| Hours: Tuesday & Thurs.8a.m.6pm.
Fri. &Sat. 8a.m.<7 p.m. :

Italian Lunch Meats - Kowalski Lunch Meats
Homemade Italian Sausage - Feta Cheese

Italian Cookies— Connolis— Angel Wings

Donuts— Cream Putfs— Danish Pastries— Brownies
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Special Deliveries for Large Parties

® Imported Italian Drygoods.
| Maria’s Italian Bakery
115 HAGGERTY
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