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FARMINGTON HILLS

City-run makerspace finding success
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The new makerspace at The Hawk in Farmington 
Hills is full of tools for sewing, woodworking, 3D print
ing, graphic design and more.

City officials haven’t been able to find a similar com
munity-run service and think it’s unlike anything else 
in the country.

The makerspace recently opened on the second 
floor of the $22.5 million facility and was mostly 
equipped from a $537,000 grant Bosch Group, which is 
headquartered in Farmington Hills. The grant is the 
largest Bosch has given in the United States to date.

Because of all the large, expensive equipment in the 
space, officials expect DIY fans to take advantage of 
the tools they may not be able to afford or fit in their 
own homes.

“When we started to see The Hawk was going to be a

reality, we understood that it was a very large build
ing,” City Manager Gary Mekjian said. “We knew that, 
in the high school, it already had an auto shop and a 
woodshop. We wanted to be able provide access to a 
facility like that.”

Some of the big ticket items city staff expect people 
to be excited about include a laser wood engraver and a 
quilter.

See MAKERSPACE, Page 7A

“When I was growing up, it was the concept of Batman that really elevated me,” said Fergel Amayo, owner 
of Gotham Night Comics in Livonia. The store on the corner of Newburgh and Five Mile roads sells comics 
and items Amayo says can’t be found anywhere else, shelby tankersley/hometownlife.com

Livonia comic store takes 
modern approach to fandom
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

You can tell Gotham Night Comics is different the 
moment you walk in the door.

The new comic book and collectibles shop on the 
corner of Newburgh and Five Mile roads in Livonia 
isn’t packed with boxes of comics shoppers need to dig 
through, it’s full of high-quality collectibles. And the 
owner, Livonia resident Fergel Amayo, is an expert on 
everything in the store.

“If you go into most comic stores, they sort of feel 
bland,” he said. “Folks don’t really engage you. We 
wanted to create a store that was uniquely different. 
We need to have a nerd haven.”

The shop is the only one like it in Livonia — the last 
comic book store moved out of the city a decade ago — 
and is one of just a handful of Black-owned comic 
stores in Michigan. Amayo, a Farmington native who 
used to work in banking, decided during the pandemic 
that it was time to make his lifelong passion his full
time job. He and his wife, Joni, opened the Livonia 
storefront in June and hope to open more in the future.

“Comics to me have always been a passion, ever

since I was a young man,” he said. “When I was grow
ing up, it was the concept of Batman that really ele
vated me. It was some dark days and I was looking for 
some role models. For me, it just felt like he took trag
edy and turned it into purpose.”

Gotham Night is full of items that, according to 
Amayo, comic fans won’t be able to find anywhere 
else. The owner works with small suppliers and of
fers an array of signed material, new books, unique 
t-shirts, vintage books, art, action figures and more. 
The shops also hosts free drive-in “movies that don’t 
suck” in its parking lot on Saturday nights.

He wanted to create an environment where every
one — from children to high-end collectors — can find 
something they’re excited about.

“When you walk in here, it truly feels like a comic 
store,” he said.

Staff are also able to help beginners find charac
ters and storylines they might enjoy, and the shop 
even has tablets people can use to learn more about 
characters before they purchase a book. Amayo said 
he buys collections, but looks for ones that are in 
good shape. There’s no dollar bin at Gotham Night; it

See STORE, Page 9A

ELECTION COVERAGE

Ostertag, McCoin 
seek 2-year seat on 
Plymouth-Canton 
school board
Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Two candidates are seeking a 2-year term on the 
Plymouth Canton Community Schools Board of Edu
cation. Voters in the district will elect one of them in 
the Nov. 8 election.

School boards set overall policy for the school dis
trict, as well as hire and manage the superintendent, 
who oversees day-to-day operations in the school 
district.

Hometown Life sent identical questionnaires to 
the candidates, seeking to learn more about them and 
their views on issues. Both responded.

Patricia McCoin has a BBA from Eastern Michi
gan University, MAT from Wayne State University 
and a graduate certificate in ESL from Western Mich
igan University. She is a middle school math, social 
studies, and ESL teacher in Detroit Public Schools 
Community District. She also has prior accounting/

See SCHOOL BOARD, Page 2A
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ELECTION COVERAGE

Meet the Garden City council candidates
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

On Nov. 8, voters in Garden City will 
elect two people to serve on city council 
for four years. Voters will also elect one 
person to serve on council until Nov. U, 
2024. The Garden City mayor position is 
also on the ballot.

Kim Dold is the current director of 
the city’s downtown development au
thority and is running for a four-year 
term. She is an active member and offi
cer of the local Kiwanis and Goodfellows 
groups and volunteers with a number of 
other community groups.

Stacy Karafotis was appointed to 
council in January and is running for a 
four-year term. She owns Lucky Dog 
Luxury Daycare and Boarding as well as 
Lucky Dog Too, both of which are in Gar
den City.

Jaylee Lynch is a current council 
member and former mayor running for a 
four-year term. She’s a retired school 
administrator and has volunteered with 
local groups like Kiwanis and Rotary.

Denise Stabley is a DD A board mem
ber and is running for a term that will 
end Nov. 11, 2024. She’s a frequent vol
unteer at local events and has been in
volved with the local Goodfellows and 
garden club.

Hometown Life sent each candidate 
a questionnaire on their ideas and the 
state of the city today. Zachary Witt, 
who is running for a term expiring Nov. 
11, 2024, did not respond.

What makes you qualified to be a 
city council member and why do 
you want to hold that position? 
What do you see as the role of the 
city council?

Dold: I believe there are many rea
sons I’m qualified for this office. My 
many years with the DDA have brought 
me a deeper understanding of how our 
city works behind the scenes. In addi
tion, I have held quite a few ‘leadership’ 
positions over the years, both volunteer 
and in my career. Garden City is my 
home, its home to my children and 
grand-children, my friends and extend
ed family. I need to do what I can to

make it the best that it 
can be. The role of a 
council member is to stay 
in touch with what the 
residents need and want, 
it’s to stay educated on 
issues that will affect 
them and I think most 
importantly to be honest 
and forthright.

Karafotis: First and foremost, I have 
been a lifetime resident of Garden City 
and I care about this community. I also 
own 2 businesses in the city. I see coun
cil’s role as the voice of the residents. 
We should be voting according to what 
our residents want and what we need as 
a whole.

Lynch: I have been a member of the 
City Council and have helped set the 
positive direction we are headed. As a 
member of this honorable body, I listen 
to the needs of our residents, discuss 
with them and then follow through and 
take action. I will continue to serve our 
community and ask the tough ques
tions. At the table I will always vote for 
the greater good of our community rath
er than for a special interest or private 
agenda. Council’s role is to set the pol
icies, budget and direction for the City 
to follow. We are also there to proudly 
represent our community at programs 
and events and to listen to the needs of 
our residents and represent them with 
integrity.

Stabley: The primary role of city 
council is to set policy. The importance 
of setting policy is to create/modify or
dinances that not only make sense but 
benefit our entire community. Addition
ally, residents rely on council members 
to control spending and ensure that our 
tax dollars are being spent wisely to pro
vide excellent services. As an active res
ident and volunteer, I .am passionate 
about my community and want to play a 
role in its future development. I have 30 
years of experience in the finance in
dustry with extensive involvement in 
customer service which is critical in col
laborating with council and residents.

Are you happy with the overall 
direction of the city? Why or why 
not?

Karafotis Lynch Stabley

Karafotis: I think our city needs new 
elected officials with fresh ideas who are 
willing to be active in making things 
happen. I also think we can make better 
decisions about how to spend the mon
ey we have to improve our community. I 
would like to see our administration 
make more of an effort to save our resi
dents money by utilizing additional 
grants and government savings pro
grams etc.

Lynch: I am very happy with the 
overall direction of the city. Garden City 
is under 6 square miles and considered 
a bedroom community. I’m proud that 
with proper management we have been 
able to run all of our city departments 
and keep our city services, purchase a 
new building and update it for our com
munity center, purchase a new fire en
gine, police cars and work vehicles at 
DPW, make improvements in our parks, 
update the fire dept, building (next 
spring) and begin fixing our roads. All of 
this was possible through good fiscal 
management, grant money, and the 
support of our community.

Stabley: I am happy with the direc
tion of the city, and I have spent a fair 
amount of time speaking with residents 
that concur. We have incredible services 
from DPW, police, and fire which are 
critical to safety and quality-of-life is
sues in our community. The recent ac
quisition of Radcliff Center from 
Schoolcraft College has presented an 
opportunity for us to create a communi
ty center benefiting all residents. I think 
that we are on an upward trajectory, and 
I hope to be a part of our future success
es.

Dold: I am not. There has been a fo
cus on the superficial for several years; I 
feel we need to be looking to the future 
and preparing for it however possible.

What is an issue facing the 
community that isn’t on residents’

radar that should be? What steps 
would you take to address that 
issue?

Lynch: I am happy to say that there 
aren’t any issues facing the community 
because council has been working dili
gently to make sure Garden City is on 
solid footing. There is something, how
ever, that is out of our control. Statewide 
there are fewer people entering the fire 
service who also have their paramedic 
license. As members of our fire dept, re
tire, we do not receive many qualified 
applications to fill the positions avail
able. We have already changed the qual
ifications to allow licensed paramedics 
to apply without their firefighting certi
fication, allowing them to go to school 
while on the job. If this continues, we 
may have to go back to hiring people for 
the openings and then send them to 
school for their certifications. This 
change in procedure will not affect the 
safety of our residents, however, be
cause we will always have fully certified 
firefighter paramedics in our fire depart
ment.

Stabley: Although we have excellent 
services, there is always room for im
provement. In attending council meet
ings, I have learned that we have some 
chronic ordinance violators and blight 
issues that continue to persist. The re
cent expansion of our ordinance depart
ment should assist with some of the is
sues; however, it is my understanding 
that some violators just pay their fines 
but do not correct the issues. I think that 
council needs to work on creating and 
implementing a policy to substantially 
increase fines for habitual offenders to 
deter repeat offenses.

Dold: The disconnect and discord at 
City Hall. This may not sound like a huge 
issue to some, but the city cannot move 
forward without unit. We need clear, 
honest communication with respect 
and integrity. I always strive to listen to 
people’s needs and by using sound 
judgment and common sense I can help 
to see that they are met.

Karafotis: The residents should be 
more aware of spending, how the ad
ministration follows our city charter 
and asking for more transparency.

Dold

School board
Continued from Page 1A

auditing experience.
Sebastien Ostertag is a 2019 gradu

ate of Plymouth Canton Community 
Schools. He did not provide details on 
additional education or professional ex
perience.

What makes you qualified to be a 
school board member and why do 
you want to hold that position? 
What do you see as the role of a 
school board member?

Patricia McCoin: I am a current 
school board member, chair the policy 
committee, current classroom teacher, 
and volunteer. As a classroom teacher I 
can see how decisions affect the educa
tional experiences of students and the 
board needs that perspective. My chil
dren attended P-CCS from kindergarten 
through graduation and received an ex
cellent education from the caring, qual
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McCoin

ified, professional staff 
and I want to make sure 
every student is afforded 
the same opportunities.
The board provides over
sight to the school dis
trict. Our primary func
tions are to set policy, re
view and approve the budget, and eval
uate the superintendent.

Sebastien Ostertag: I know what it’s 
like to be a student in the district. I still 
have friends in the district since I only 
graduated in 2019. All the other people 
running in this election are decades out 
of high school and don’t know the im
pact of the policies on students. I was in 
high school when the most extreme of 
the incumbents were elected, and I re
member them making decisions that vi
olated student rights. If elected, I will 
push to let students petition the board 
and force the board to listen to their 
complaints. I will invest in foreign lan
guage education starting in elementary 
school and I will put some of the most 
controversial policies that the board has 
currently passed on the ballot for the 
community to repeal.

Are you happy with the overall 
direction of the district? Why or 
why not?

Sebastien Ostertag: Not at all. If I 
was happy then I probably wouldn’t run 
for the board. I see the board as ex
tremely political and controlled by spe
cial interest groups, which has led to the 
district to lose millions of dollars of 
funding over the last year because of 
parents leaving.

Patricia McCoin: Yes, and there is 
still much work to be done. While I be
lieve we are moving in the right direc
tion there remains a lot of room for im
provement. The end goal is that every 
student in the district is able to achieve 
at their highest level, access an educa
tion that will allow them to make the 
choices that are right for their lives, and 
feel safe, welcome, and represented. 
There is continuous change in the com
munity and the district needs to contin
ually innovate and change to meet the 
needs of our diverse learners.

What should the school district’s 
priorities be coming out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including 
how it spends ARPA funds?

%

•
 Patricia McCoin: Re

mediation for students 
who are behind. The pan
demic adversely affected 
all students but some 
ihore than others. There 

Ostertag are many families in the 
district who suffered the 

loss of multiple family members and 
still have challenges with long COVID, 
their children were not able to fully en

gage with the curriculum and require 
extra help. Students with lEPs were of
ten unable to fully engage with academ
ic work and need additional support 
and services.

Sebastien Ostertag: Ending period 
poverty by providing free female hy
giene products in every girls’ restroom 
in middle and high school; raise teacher 
pay or at least provide a bonus to the 
current staff; start investing in foreign 
language education by hiring language 
teachers for elementary and middle 
school; hire more school resource offi
cers to protect the schools from gun vio
lence. Harden schools as well against 
intrusion.

Issues related to diversity, equity 
and inclusion are a recurring 
conversation among students, 
staff and the community at large. 
What’s one tangible action local 
districts can make to address 
diversity, equity and inclusion?

Sebastien Ostertag: For inclusion, 
I’m a Christian, which means that I be
lieve that everyone is loved by God and 
has innate worth. Racism and hate go 
against that, which is why I will strive to 
show love and respect to everyone, no 
matter their beliefs. For diversity, we al
ready have an incredibly diverse dis
trict, which was honestly one of the best 
parts of high school for me. I loved get
ting to make friends with people of dif
ferent faiths, ethnicities, and political 
beliefs. For equity, I believe that there 
are certain underprivileged communi
ties and I would really like to learn more 
about what can be done to help them.

Patricia McCoin: Making sure that 
all students seen themselves represent
ed in the curricular materials being 
used. Gloria Ladson-Billings talks about 
how students need to see themselves 
reflected in the images they interact 
with.
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School districts saw student 
enrollment drop dramatically 
during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
private-, charter-, home- or 
non-school options. With school 
funding tied directly to 
enrollment, what are your 
thoughts on schools of choice 
policies, and how would you 
attract new, returning students to 
the district?

Patricia McCoin: One of P-CCS larg
est enrollment issues is that the birth 
rate in Wayne County is declining, the 
district graduates about 1,500 each year 
and enrolls 1,200 kindergarten stu
dents. The district also sees students 
who attended charter or private schools 
in elementary and middle school enroll 
for high school so they can access the 
educational offerings at P-CEP and/or 
Starkweather. Many within the district 
are not aware of the educational pro
grams and classes that are offered in the 
district and plans have been made to en
gage those families. Schools of choice 
has helped stabilize the enrollment in 
the district while allowing families 
choose the district that they feel will 
provide the best opportunity for their 
children.

Sebastien Ostertag: I have talked 
with many parents who have left the 
district over the last couple years, and 
honestly the reason that many haven’t 
come back and that many are still leav
ing is that the board has put political 
ideologies above the students. I’m run
ning to put students over politics. They 
have eliminated girls’ sports on paper, 
as well as essentially ended gender spe
cific restrooms/locker-rooms/showers. 
For teenage girls and their families who 
don’t feel comfortable and feel disre
spected, the board has essentially just 
told them to shut up. The current dis
trict policy is to not let parents know if 
their children are socially transitioning 
at school and the district website has re
sources for links to actual gender transi
tion therapy as well as genital mutila
tion surgery. If elected, I’ll work to build 
more single stalled unisex restrooms 
while also reversing the political poli
cies.

What is an issue facing the district 
that isn’t on residents' radar that

See SCHOOL BOARD, Page 9A
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ELECTION COVERAGE

Hoskins, Jackson seek 18th District state House seat

Voters in the 4th precinct at Farmington High School, hometownlife.com file

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Recent redistricting changes have 
connected the Farmington area more 
with Southfield. And several candidates 
are running to represent the two major 
areas in the state House in Lansing.

The new 18th House District contains 
all of Lathrup Village, the eastern por
tion of Farmington Hills, most of Far
mington and Southfield, as well as a 
very small portion of Oak Park. Previ
ously, each community 
and the nearby smaller 
towns were in its own 
district.

Democrat Jason Hos
kins and Republican 
Wendy Webster Jackson 
are running in the No
vember election: Hoskins 
is a Southfield city councilman, while 
Jackson is a doctor specializing in podi- 
atric medicine and previously ran for 
the city clerk in Southfield.

Candidates were asked to answer a 
series of questions by Hometown Life in 
100 words or less. Answers that went 
over 100 words end with an ellipses at 
the 100th word. Jackson did not re
spond to the questionnaire.

Statistics show systemic racism is 
prevalent in law enforcement, 
government, health care and 
economics. Name one tangible 
action state government could 
take to help address racism.

Hoskins: As a Black person from a 
majority Black community, this is 
something that impacts me each day. As 
Southfield City Councilmember I was 
part of enacting laws that consider the 
“equity impact” of each piece of legisla
tion before us. I believe this is some
thing we can and should be doing in 
Lansing.

How would you grade the state’s 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and what, if anything, 
should the state legislature do 
next?

Hoskins: I think the State had a few 
missteps along the way but ultimately 
acted with the limited information they 
had at the time to attempt to save lives. 
The State Legislature’s focus right now 
should be helping make more opportu
nities for small businesses to thrive in a 
post-pandemic world. These business
es did the right thing and closed to save 
lives, and many closed permanently as 
a result, I want to find a way to help 
these people. Also, Michigander’s pock- 
etbooks are hurting right now and the 
state should use the COVID-19 dollars 
we’ve received the federal government 
to relieve the...

What are your thoughts on safety 
and security of our elections, 
specifically Michigan’s election 
integrity, and do you accept the 
results of the 2020 election?

Hoskins: I absolutely accept the re
sults of the 2020 election. I didn’t like 
the result of the 2016 election and I ac
cepted that as well. As a lawyer, elected 
official, and citizen, it is paramount to 
me that we protect the integrity of the 
vote from fringe extremists. As well as

those on the other side of the aisle who 
seek to put real hurdles between legal 
voters and the ballot box.

Thinking of the recent school 
shootings that killed students in 
Uvalde and Oxford, what 
recommendations would you make 
in your effort to prevent similar 
tragedies in the future?

Hoskins: I support common-sense 
gun legislation like Extreme Risk Pro
tection Orders (ERPOs), also called “red 
flag laws” they empower families & law 
enforcement to prevent gun tragedies 
by temporarily restricting access to 
guns for those with an elevated risk of 
harming themselves or others. I support 
life saving reforms like universal back
ground checks, keeping guns out of 
schools, and getting “ghost guns” or ille
gally modified guns off the streets. I also 
support Safe Storage legislation that 
can help people better store their fire
arms away from children and those who 
shouldn’t be operating them.

Do you support amending the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to

include LGBTQ people? Explain.

Hoskins: Yes I do. We are seeing 
more attacks both political and violent 
on LGBTQIA+ peoples and it is crucial to 
enshrine protections for them in law. 
The fact that it is 2022 and you can be 
fired for who you love is incredibly frus
trating, especially for me as a member of 
the LGTBQ community.

What is an issue facing state 
government that isn’t on 
Michiganders' radar that should 
be? What steps would you take to 
address that issue?

Hoskins: As a local elected official, I 
would like to draw more attention to 
how the state government has slashed 
revenue sharing with municipalities. 
These funding shortfalls can be felt in 
everything from our disastrous infra
structure issues to putting firefighter 
and police pensions in jeopardy. Our lo
cal governments simply aren’t getting 
their fair share from the state - and our 
communities deserve better.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife. com.
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Polehanki, Bauman seek western Wayne 
support for state Senate seat in 5th District
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There are plenty of choices when it 
comes to selecting a senator from the 
new 5th Michigan state Senate District.

Democrat Dayna Polehanki of Livo
nia will look to keep her spot in the Sen
ate as she faces off against Republican 
Emily Bauman of Westland.

Polehanki is a current state senator, 
representing the 7th District. Bauman is 
a former state House candidate who ran 
in 2020. The district includes all of 
Westland, Garden City, Canton Town
ship, Inkster and southwest Livonia.

Below are the responses to several 
questions Hometown Life asked the 
candidates to answer.

Statistics show systemic racism is 
prevalent in law enforcement, 
government, health care and 
economics. Name one tangible 
action state government could 
take to help address racism.

Polehanki (D): I am a cosponsor of 
SB 799, which would create a commis
sion on the inclusion of African Amer
ican and Native American history in K to 
12 instruction. I also voted no on SB 460, 
which would withhold 5% of funding 
from a school where it is taught that 
“certain races are fundamentally ... op
pressed.”

Bauman (R): We often hear about 
the change one person can make—I can 
speak to what I can/am/will do—I have 
been pulling round table discussions on 
many topics such as racism with 
thought leaders, including people af
fected by racism, as well as change mak
ers. These are safe spaces for civil dis
course, which lead to open and honest 
conversations and opportunities for so
lutions and ideas that can make a differ
ence, even with out legislation. As Sen
ator, I will continue these, and as need
ed, will champion solutions for change 
& improvement.

How would you grade 
the state’s response 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic and what, if 
anything, should the 
state legislature do 
next?

Polehanki (D): I would give the state 
a “B” grade as Governor Whitmer and 
MDHHS were essentially “building a 
plane as they were flying it” and unprec
edented decisions had to be made. In 
the end, PPE was widely distributed, 
COVID testing and vaccine sites were 
created, and currently the unemploy
ment rate is low.

Bauman (R): The long-term effect to 
families, businesses, schools and our 
children is great. Likely, the enduring 
spirit of Michigan people will settle in to 
a ‘new normal’. However, we must do ev
erything we can to reduce the negative 
impacts, including easier paths and op
portunities for people to start or build 
thriving businesses, potentially 
through less regulation or incentives. 
We must also ensure the education of 
our students be focused on core aca
demics and that parents are involved 
and supported in the education of their 
children with a school system that rec
ognizes parents rights in the raising of 
their children.

What are your thoughts on safety 
and security of our elections, 
specifically Michigan’s election 
integrity, and do you accept the 
results of the 2020 election?

Polehanki (D): We need to make vot
ing easier. We can achieve this by pro
viding pre-paid postage on absentee 
ballots and applications, requiring drop 
boxes in every municipality, and in
creasing people’s ability to vote early. 
We should continue the safe and secure 
process of requiring voters to prove their 
identity by showing a photo ID or sign
ing an affidavit at the polls and by pro
viding their signature when voting by 
mail. We must also allow local clerks to

Bauman
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start processing ballots 
earlier to speed up the 
tabulating process. Yes, I 
wholeheartedly accept 
the results of the 2020 
election.

Polehanki Bauman (R): Elec
tions are a matter of state 

and national security. There were griev
ous problems identified in our past elec
tions which must be corrected. My fa
ther was a math teacher — regardless of 
whether I got the right answer or not—if 
I did not or could not show my work and 
achieve the same results backwards and 
forwards, then it was wrong. Regardless 
of the outcome, no election is secure un
til it has been proven secure and must 
be fair, transparent and accurate. This 
should be the goal of every Michigan cit
izen.

Thinking of the recent school 
shootings that killed students in 
Uvalde and Oxford, what 
recommendations would you make 
in your effort to prevent similar 
tragedies in the future?

Polehanki (D): As a member of the 
Gun Violence Prevention Caucus in the 
Michigan Senate, I have sponsored or 
cosponsored various gun safety bills, 
including background checks, “red flag,” 
safe storage, and magazine capacity 
bills. We need to act on legislation that 
could prevent future mass killings.

Bauman (R): Similar to physical 
health, we need to take a pro-active and 
preventative view to mental health. We 
talk about taking care of ourselves 
physically to prevent illness — we must 
apply that same principle to mental 
health. A proactive and preventative 
view of mental health would include 
teaching coping skills to parents, kids, 
teachers, law enforcement, etc. to help 
them in times of stress and uncertainty. 
Additionally, through these efforts, we 
can remove the stigmatization of men
tal illness and more of us would recog
nize the needs of others and be empa- 
thetic. This would create a stronger and

healthier society.

Do you support amending the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to 
include LGBTQ people? Explain.

Polehanki (D): Yes. We must expand 
Elliott-Larsen by adding sexual orienta
tion and gender identity as protected 
classes, which would bring Michigan in 
line with other states to become a model 
of equality nationwide.

Bauman (R): Article 1 of the Michi
gan State Constitution says ‘No person 
shall be denied the equal protection of 
the laws...’. In an effort to be sympathet
ic to anyone’s concerns with their indi
vidual rights, we must support our peo
ple by upholding and enforcing these 
laws. We must hold our officials ac
countable for enforcing the laws, and 
when we do, we will have safer, more 
equal communities.

What is an issue facing state 
government that isn’t on 
Michiganders’ radar that should 
be? What steps would you take to 
address that issue?

Polehanki (D): As the Democratic 
Vice Chair of the Education and Career 
Readiness Committee in the Michigan 
Senate, I have introduced a bill that 
would eliminate the grade retention 
piece of Michigan’s Third Grade Reading 
Law as grade retention does not im
prove kids’ reading. Students should not 
be flunked by the state because they 
performed poorly on one test.

Bauman (R): What an interesting 
question and it begs the answers to: 1) 
what are the citizens asking; and, 2) are 
all citizens being heard? What seems to 
be missing with many Michiganders is 
understanding the process of govern
ment and the inherent political power 
they have and how to ensure govern
ment is fulfilling their duties of equal 
benefit, security and protection without 
overstepping their role. (ref. Article X 
Sec 1 of Michigan State Constitution).

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
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ANTHOLOGY 
OF FARMINGTON HILLS

2ND ANNUAL

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Thursday, October 20
4-7 pm

We invite you and the entire family to engage 

in warmhearted conversations and rousing 

festivities at our Fall Festival, including:
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® Cider and donuts 
® A petting zoo with 

pony rides

® Hors d’oeuvres 
prepared by our 
in-house chef
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* Live entertainment ■ Dazzling prizes*

Admission is free, but please bring a school supply 
donation to benefit Warner Middle School.

*No purchase necessary to win.
This will be a socially distanced event: Masks required,

RSVP TODAY! 248-534-4686
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NorthviUe church leader, daughter 
go to Poland, Ukraine to help refugees
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Ashley Wilkes and her father, Jon Wilkes, traveled to Poland to assist Ukrainian refugees affected by the war with Russia. 
Behind them, a map shows all the missionaries the NorthviUe First Baptist Church supports, including one in Poland.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

What began as a simple collection to 
assist Ukraine eventually blossomed 
into a mission trip of a lifetime for Jon 
and Ashley Wilkes.

The father/daughter duo recently re
turned from spending time in both Po
land and Ukraine, assisting refugees 
displaced by the war with Russia in the 
eastern European country. Jon Wilkes, 
the pastor at NorthviUe First Baptist 
Church, made contact with a mission
ary they support in Poland

They began with a coUection at their 
Easter service that coUected $12,000 to 
send overseas to help. Once that was 
sent over, some discussion began about 
potentiaUy going over to Europe began 
among the famUy, though Jon Wilkes 
said he wasn’t sure how serious the 
talks were.

Ashley Wilkes, however, was.
“I was just like, ‘I could do that,”’ said 

Ashley Wilkes, who lives in Wixom and 
works as a teacher. “I had the summer 
off and I was like, ‘Yeah, I’m going to go.’”

Poland was the logical place to help, 
Jon Wilkes said, especially since there is 
a missionary there the NorthviUe First 
Baptist Church supports on a monthly 
basis. Add in the geographic proximity 
to Ukraine and there is a lot that can be 
done to help.

“They’re in Warsaw, and Warsaw is 
the first train stop coming out of Uk
raine,” Jon Wilkes said. “So if you’re get
ting out, there’s where you get off*. Espe- 
ciaUy the people getting off there, they 
don’t have any money. They don’t have 
any connections.”

The two flew to Poland in August, 
with Jon Wilkes staying for 10 days and 
Ashley Wilkes staying an additional 
week. They both began work cleaning 
up an athletic arena that had housed 
refugees that had come to the city, as the 
arena was shifting back to hosting 
sporting events. They then split up, with 
Ashley Wilkes heading to a summer 
camp and working as a de facto counsel
or for chUdren and families staying

there. Jon Wilkes began doing other 
work, including taking a day trip into 
Ukraine to help deliver supplies.

After heading to a store to pick up 
supplies, Jon Wilkes and others drove 
into Ukraine to deliver the goods to a 
church. He said crossing the border into 
Ukraine was fairly simple, but trying to 
leave was not.

“On our way home, we came to these 
same checkpoints and there was a doz
en uniformed guards that were check
ing passports,” he said. “We’re like, 
‘What happened?’ WeU, we didn’t know 
it, but that day was the day the Ukrai
nian army attacked the Crimean airport 
to try and take it back over.”

After Jon Wilkes headed back to the 
United States, Ashley Wilkes stayed an 
additional week to help set up a new 
place for refugees to stay in Warsaw.

She said the people were incredibly 
happy to see her help and assist them 
during their time of need. She said sev
eral people mentioned to her she was 
the first American they had met that had 
come to assist them.

“All the Ukrainians were so thankful,” 
she said. “The kids just swarmed you 
and they were so happy because we 
were just there to love on them.”

Much of the backing to embark on 
such a trip came from the dozens of pa
rishioners who attend the church at 217 
N. Wing St.

The two are continuously thanking 
the small congregation for its help with 
everything, from prayers to financial 
donations.

“They gave the original $12,000, and 
then they gave an additional $8,000 be
yond that to allow us to go,” he go. “We

didn’t ask anyone to help. We just had 
people that said, ‘We want to help.’”

The experience is one that’s changed 
both of them forever. Both have done 
mission trips in faraway lands before, 
but this trip felt different for both of 
them.

After spending so much time in Po
land, Ashley Wilkes said she hopes to 
return later this year. She hopes to head 
back at the end of the year and bring 
Christmas gifts to the children.

Ashley Wilkes said she’s been in con
tact with groups in Poland who are hop
ing to begin an orphanage and has said 
to let her know what can be done to help. 
She knows the situation is probably go
ing to last for a very long time.

“This isn’t over,” she said. “This is go
ing to be a long endeavor for all these 
Ukrainians.”
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A staffer shows off a quilting machine in the new Makerspace at The Hawk.
PHOTOS BY SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Makerspace
Continued from Page 1A

“There’s a lot of quilters in this area, 
and a lot of people have to send their 
quilts out to be finished,” said Rachel 
Timlin, The Hawk’s cultural arts super
visor. “So, they’re excited to come in and 
learn how to use this. A lot of quilters 
can’t fit something like this in their 
house.”

Seasoned hobbyists can use the 
space after getting checked out on the 
equipment, and rookies can take 
courses to learn how to use the machin
ery. Staff will always be available to su
pervise and assist visitors. People can 
purchase daily, monthly or annual 
passes.

The city will welcome people with 
small businesses or side hustles, but 
equipment should be reserved ahead of 
time and some machines come with a 
time limit. Some materials will be avail
able for purchase, but people are en
couraged to bring in their own materials 
like wood, needles or fabric.

“What I would love to see is users 
talking to each other,” said Jessica Guz
man, The Hawk’s visual arts supervisor. 
“There could be cross promotion, but 
also new ideas sparking up.”

The makerspace’s opening is part of a 
continual completion of The Hawk, 
which still has a vacant third floor. Mek- 
jian said the city is still considering put
ting a business incubator on the third 
floor along with training facilities for 
Farmington Hills’ police and fire depart
ments.

In the year it’s been open, The Hawk 
has garnered over 1,000 annual and 
monthly pass holders and averages 
about 2,300 daily pass holders a month.

At this point, The Hawk is not self- 
funded, and Mekjian said he’s not sure 
it will ever be. Membership and pass 
fees from the center are part of the $7.5 
million the city makes in annual special 
service fees, but about $2 million cur
rently comes from the city’s general 
fund to operate and staff the building. 
According to the city’s 2022-23 budget, 
Farmington Hills expects to invest $16 
million in The Hawk over the next six 
years.

“I’d love it to be cost neutral. I’m just 
not sure if that’s realistic,” Mekjian said. 
“There’s a component that our special 
services department delivers to this 
community that can’t be measured just 
in monetary ways. There are social ser
vices there that you can’t monetize.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. .

Much of the expensive machinery in the makerspace was purchased or donated 
through a large contribution from Bosch.

The makerspace is most easily accessible from The Hawk’s fitness entrance.
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Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a quiet 
conversation, or a secret meant for your ears only, your 
hearing is important - the team at Hear Michigan is 
dedicated to providing exceptional hearing solutions to 
suit your needs, lifestyle, and budget.

“ Very friendly, competent staff. On-time and 
efficient: Thank you!!”
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LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog or we’ll clean it for free
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@ Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters 

Q Durable, all-weather tested system. Not a flimsy attachment

Call now for your free estimate! 248.372.9939 (Financing available)

•Guaranteed not lo dog lor as long as you own your home or we will dean your gutters tor tree.
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Should I name young 
grandchildren as my 
beneficiaries on IRA?

Money Matters
Rick Bloom 

Guest columnist

Dear Rick:
After reading one of your columns, 

fve started the process of converting 
my traditional IRA into a Roth IRA. I sat 
down with my accountant, and we’ve 
decided to convert the money over a 
three-year period. I’m debating who to 
name as the beneficiary on my IRAs.

I would like to name my two grand
children as my beneficiaries. My wife 
and I are both on our second marriages 
and we have a prenuptial agreement so 
that upon either one of our deaths, the 
other does not inherit anything from the 
other. My two grandchildren are 6 and 8 
years old, so are they even eligible to in
herit an IRA? In general, is this a good 
idea?

Thank you, J. J.
Dear J. J.:
Yes, your grandchildren can be 

named as beneficiaries of your IRA. 
There is no age requirement as to a ben
eficiary. That being said, when a benefi
ciary is a minor, they cannot inherit 
money outright. Therefore, you will 
need to name another legal adult to act 
as the child’s custodian for the money 
until they are of legal age. Another ac
ceptable alternative would be to create a 
trust for the benefit of your grandchil
dren and then to have that trust inherit 
the IRA.

A trust will allow you to have more 
control of your money after your death. 
For example, in a trust you can provide 
for distributions over many years and 
have some control as to how your grand
children spend their inheritance. The 
downside is that it is more expensive to 
implement than the custodianship.

A custodianship is relatively easy to 
establish as there’s generally very little 
cost, if any, involved. However, typically

under a custodianship arrangement, 
once the child turns the legal age of ma
turity, they generally receive their mon
ey, without constraints.

If you want to be able to control how 
your grandchildren spend their inheri
tance and there is substantial money in
volved, I would lean toward a trust. On 
the other hand, if the inheritance is not 
large and you’re not overly concerned as 
to how the grandchildren will spend 
their inheritance, the custodianship is 
probably the better alternative.

Generally, I have no issue with leav
ing money to grandchildren. However, 
you do have to consider how the inheri
tance will impact the grandchild. In oth
er words, some grandchildren, particu
larly if the inheritance is significant, 
may have a disincentive from going to 
college and getting a good education. 
Others who inherit money at a young 
age may use that money in a self-de
structive or irresponsible manner. 
Therefore, in deciding whether you 
should leave money to a grandchild, it is 
important to consider what impact the 
inheritance will have on the grandchild.

Also, keep in mind that because you 
are doing a Roth conversion, upon 
death, all the money in the Roth IRA will 
be passed to the grandchildren with no 
income tax. If the money on the other 
hand was in a traditional IRA, they 
would have to pay income taxes on the 
inheritance.

One of the great benefits of a Roth 
IRA is the fact that distributions, wheth
er it is to the individual who established 
the Roth or to the beneficiary, are in
come tax free.

As a sidenote, with the down stock 
market, converting existing IRA money 
into a Roth IRA can be a very good move 
and something that can pay significant 
benefits once the stock market regains 
its strength.

Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad

visor. Email Rick at rick@bloom- 
advisors.com.
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School board
Continued from Page 2A VOTE 

HERE
PRECINCT

20
Voters living in the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools boundaries will vote for one candidate to fill a 
2-year term on the board of education and three candidates to fill six-year terms, hometownlife.com file

should be? What steps would you take to 
address that issue?

Sebastien Ostertag: We need to support female 
students, especially during this recession and with in
flation. Many families find it difficult to buy female hy
giene products which is why I want to provide them in 
every middle and high school girls restroom. Other 
districts have done this and if s something that I really 
intend on pushing if elected. We can do it and we 
should do it.

Patricia McCoin: How tenuous school funding is in 
the state. While we have seen increases in the last sev
eral years we are still far below the funding that is nec
essary to adequately educate a student who doesn’t

have any special needs or require transportation. The 
education budget also does not include funding for an 
infrastructure improvements, those need to be fi

nanced by individual districts through bond propos
als. Lobby the legislature to adequately fund out pub
lic schools and also educate the public.

Gotham Night Comics in Livonia has plenty of vintage books, like this pristine copy of “The Shadow” #1, 
published by DC Comics in 1973. photos by shelby tankersley/hometownlife.com

Store
Continued from Page 1A

only sells things people would want to keep.
In a market when comic shops are few and far be

tween, but superhero movies like those in the Marvel 
cinematic universe make billions at the box office, 
Amayo hopes his expertise, attractive store and 
unique collection will make his store one that attracts 
loyal customers.

He appears to be on his way to that. Since opening 
in June, Gotham Night has a 4.9 star rating on Google

with over 70 reviews so far.
Everyone needs a hero now and then. Amayo thinks 

the fictional variety in his shop will inspire people the 
way Batman and the Black Panther have inspired him.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker- 
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her 
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.

Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Robert Atkins

Robert Atkins, 85, of The
Villages, FL died Saturday ijfgfc

was known to his friends, I
was preceded in death I
by his loving wife Mar- I |
ty. He was the father to 4 I j
children, Debbie Wood- 1
all(Matt) of Farmington ' liM |

(Lynne) of Katy, Texas, - ...—^
Craig Atkins (Pam) of Northville, MI, and Tom 
Atkins (Felecia) of Frisco, Texas. He was a won
derful grandfather to Cameron, Kelly(Brian) and 
Connor(Karlie) Woodall, Rob and Chris Atkins 
(Bailey), Cynthia Lynn(Bryan) Roos and Craig 
Atkins, Jr. (Victoria), and Brennan (Erin) and 
Brady Atkins, and Great-Grandfather to Owen 
Atkins, Mia, Gabriel and Bianca Roos and Brynlee 
Woodall, and Lainie Atkins. Bob was born August 
6,1937 in Kokomo, IN to Earl and Helen Atkins. 
He graduated from Cheboygan HS and played 
football at Alma College before starting a long 
and industrious career in education. Bob was 
an English and RE. teacher and administrator 
of athletics at Bedford Union High School and 
later at Walled Lake Schools. He coached baseball 
and football at Bedford Union High School and 
coached baseball at University of Detroit. Bob 
was a successful summer league baseball coach, 
winning a A.A.B.A National Championship with 
Adray Appliance in 1978. Bob was inducted into 
the Michigan High School Baseball Coaches Hall 
of Fame in 2001 and the Bedford Union Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2020. Through his teaching and 
coaching, Bob impacted thousands of lives, and 
assisted several players in preparing and entering 
professional baseball. An open house will be held 
at his house in The Villages, Florida on Saturday, 
October 9th from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm. A Cele
bration of Life will be held at 1 Under, 35780 Five 
Mile Road #2, Livonia, MI 48154 on Oct 29th. The 
Celebration of Life service will begin at 11:00 am 
with reception to follow.

Joseph “Joe” Martell
Joseph “Joe” Martell 

passed away on October 
1st, at the age of 73 after 
a sudden illness. Beloved 
son of the late Edward 
and Geralda. In addi
tion to his parents, he is 
predeceased by two sis
ters, Eleanor Blackburn 
and Marilyn Przybylko.
Surviving Joe are his de
voted wife of 51 years,
Rosanne, his children, Paul, David (Elizabeth), 
Erin, and Jeffrey (Lisa) and his four grandchildren, 
of whom he was most proud. He will be missed 
by many loving family members and friends.

Overcoming a number of obstacles early in life, 
Joe obtained his associate's degree from School
craft College. He later completed his bachelor's 
degree from Eastern Michigan University simul
taneously during his 43-year career in the auto
motive industry and raising four children.

Although his dream of a career in teaching 
wasn't in the cards, Joe instilled in his children a 
love of learning (particularly history), music, and 
nature, and encouraged all of their varied inter
ests. He had encyclopedic knowledge of music, 
could solve crossword puzzles in pen, and was 
a solid team member when golfing or bowling. 
Joe also loved all animals, and was known as the 
“animal whisperer” among his family. Dogs, cats, 
hamsters, and other creatures his family brought 
home were always drawn to his gentle and calming 
personality.

A celebration of life is being planned for family 
and close friends. In lieu of flowers a donation 
may be sent to the Michigan Humane Society or 
Chef Jose Andres’ World Central Kitchen.

Audrey Minidis
PLYMOUTH

Minidis, Audrey (Er- 
baugh), passed away 
surrounded by her 
family on October 2, 
2022. Preceded in death 
by loving husband, 
John Minidis. Audrey 
is survived by her three 
children, ten grandchil
dren, four great grand
children, and one great 
great grandchild.
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Our mid-season Football 
Player of the Year watch list
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

With the Michigan high school foot
ball season just past the halfway mark, 
Hometown Life sports reporter Brandon 
Folsom takes a look at the top players in 
the region who are vying for his Football 
Player of the Year honor.

Henry Garrity,
Birmingham Brother Rice

Vitals: TE, senior, 6-foot-4, 220 
pounds.

Stats: Has over 350 yards and six

TDs receiving, including a monster day 
of 11 catches for 225 yards and three 
scores against defending state champi
on Warren De La Salle.

Folsom’s take: He’s the son of former 
10-year NBA veteran Pat Garrity, and he 
certainly plays like it both on the grid
iron and the basketball court.

The three-star pass catcher is under
rated, in my opinion, despite having a 
preferred walk-on offer to Notre Dame, 
where his dad played college basketball. 
He seems to always make the tough 
catches when the Warriors need to 
move the chains.

See WATCH LIST, Page 2B

Brother Rice’s Henry Garrity has over 
350 yards and six TDs receiving.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Miss Volleyball nominees 
helping Marian defend title
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Bloomfield Hills Marian volley
ball team has won back-to-back state 
championships.

Ava Brizard was named both Michi
gan Miss Volleyball and Gatorade Player

of the Year in 2021.
And the top-ranked Mustangs have 

returned a plethora of talent again this 
fall.

They want to make it a three-peat 
with several players who have experi
ence playing in tense playoff atmos
pheres.

That’s why it wasn’t a surprise to see

a pair of Marian seniors named Miss 
Volleyball finalists in early September.

Yet both girls, seniors Ella Schomer 
and Ava Sarafa, were caught off guard 
when they learned they were among 
the 10 names being considered as can
didates.

See MARIAN, Page 4B

Week 6 top 
high school 
football 
performers
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Week 6 of the Michigan high school 
football season is in the books.

Let’s take a look at the stat leaders 
around the Hometown Life coverage 
area.

Is your team missing stat leaders? 
Encourage your coaches to send stats 
to sports reporter Brandon Folsom at 
bfolsom(5)hometownlife.com.

Catholic League

Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 15, 
Brother Rice 7 (CHSL-Central)
The Warriors (2-4,1-2) wrapped up 

division play with Andrew Kulka 
catching a pass for their lone TD.

Macomb Lutheran North 37, Cran- 
brook 23 (CHSL-Intersectional 1)

The Cranes fell to 2-4 overall and 1-2 
in the division.

Warren be La Salle 28,
Detroit Catholic Central 0 
(CHSL-Central) (Boys Bowl)
LB Brayden Courser recovered a 

fumble for the Shamrocks, who fell to 
4-2 overall and 1-1 in the division.

Independent

Livonia Clarenceville 24,
Taylor 20
The Trojans improved to 4-2 over- 

all.
Detroit Country Day 35,
Flint Powers Catholic 10
RB Gabe Winowich ran for TDs of 58 

and 60 yards for the Yellowjackets 
(4-1). QB Hunter Riutta scored on a 1- 
yard QB keeper and tossed a 62-yard 
TD pass to Gabe Zeldes, while Graham 
Doman raced 20 yards for a score.

Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association

Novi 34, Plymouth 6 (KLAA-West) 
QB Caleb Walker was 13 of 29 pass

ing for 204 yards and two TDs for the 
Wildcats (4-2,4-1). Lance Galliard and 
Cole Shires each rushed for TDs, Luke 
Aurilia caught five passes for 54 yards 
and a score and Andrew Rummer had 
three catches for 87 yards and a TD. Ni- 
ko Krall led the defense with 16 tackles, 
Andrew Abler added nine tackles (1.5 
for loss) and one sack, Cole Shires and 
Niko Hertrich each had a sack and Au
rilia pulled down an interception.

WR Ali Hashm caught a 21-yard TD 
pass from Cam Witt for the Wildcats 
(1-5,1-4). QB Sam Plencner was 8 of 13 
passing for 84 yards and also rushed 18 
times for 52 yards. Nathan Gillick add
ed 44 yards on the ground. Orlando 
Daniels paced the defense with

See WEEK 6, Page 3B
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Watch list
Continued from Page IB

Mario Campoy-LoVasco, 
Birmingham Groves

Vitals: RB, sophomore, 5-foot-10,165 
pounds.

Stats: Totted just over 500 yards 
and 3 TDs rushing through four weeks. 
He had a season-high 262 rushing yards 
against North Farmington.

Folsom's take: Falcons QB Cayden 
Hardy has a handful of solid options to 
get the ball to, but none are as dynamic 
as Campoy-LoVasco, who has sprinter’s 
speed, the strength to stiff-arm would- 
be tacklers and great hands to catch the 
ball out of the backfield. He’s on pace to 
be one of the top ball carriers in metro 
Detroit over the next two years.

Colton Kinnie,
Birmingham Seaholm

Vitals: QB, junior, 6-foot-2, 218 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 368 yards and six TDs 
rushing on 63 carries (averaging 5.8 
yards per attempt), plus has thrown 
three TDs in the Maples’ run-first, of
fense.

Folsom’s take: Kinnie refused to be 
added to my watch list unless I also indi
vidually noted each of his offensive line
men and running backs who’ve paved 
his way into the end zone for the 5-0 Ma
ples. So here they are: Granden Kinnie, 
Sean Emerson, Jack Hulgrave, Kyle 
Robbins, Dylan Beuse, Luke Therswell, 
John Jokisch, Zack Miketa, Ben Rosen- 
held, Jacob Fines, Brenden Barrett, 
Blake Baldner, Ben Diskin, Grant Welch, 
Jack Lewis, Joey Lewand, Will Rotger, 
Penn Roberts and Brock Hartwig.

John Kersh, Cranbrook

Vitals: LB/RB/TE, senior, 6-foot-2, 
218 pounds.

Stats: Totaled 67 tackles (four for 
loss), one sack and one interception. 
Had a season-high 25 tackles against 
Bishop Foley.

Folsom’s take: I didn’t tell one of my 
best friends, Jeff Corrion at Michigan 
football recruiting blog The D Zone, 
about John when we went and saw the 
Cranes in Week 4.1 waited to see if he 
would notice John’s play on his own. It 
didn’t take too long before Jeff started 
asking me about him and what kind of 
recruiting interest he was getting. 
That’s how good of a linebacker John is. 
He’s always making the play on defense.

Brayden Courser,
Detroit Catholic Central

Vitals: LB, senior, 6-foot-l, 215 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 63 tackles (eight for 
loss), four sacks and one interception.

Folsom’s take: The heart and soul of 
the Shamrocks’ defense holds offers 
from Eastern Kentucky, Valparaiso, Fer
ris State, Grand Valley State and Findlay 
(Ohio). He’s about as close to an Antho
ny Darkangelo throwback as you can 
get.

Gabe Winowich,
Detroit Country Day

Vitals: RB/OLB, junior, 6-foot-l, 220 
pounds.

Stats: Rushed 62 times for 556 yards 
and seven TDs, averaging close to 9 
yards per carry in just four games, as the 
Yellowjackets had a Week 4 bye. Totaled 
nine tackles, two sacks and three QB 
hurries, despite being double-teamed 
on most plays.

Folsom’s take: This four-star holds 
offers from Maryland and Rutgers and is 
one of the hardest-hitting runners you’ll 
find. He’s not afraid to lower his shoul
der and plow over bigger players.

Cameron Pettaway, Farmington

Vitals: RB, junior, 5-foot-10, 167 
pounds.

Stats: Has rushed 93 times for 633 
yards and seven TDs, plus has 248 yards 
and four scores receiving.

Folsom’s take: He’s fast and slippery. 
And if you don’t fully wrap up and finish 
the tackle on him, he’s breaking out of it 
and running in for six.

Owen McGraw, Garden City

Vitals: RB/SB, senior, 5-foot-8, 165 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 532 yards and seven 
TDs rushing as well as 80 yards receiv
ing and one score. Has 145 yards return
ing kickoffs and punts, too.

Folsom’s take: The best teams have 
an Owen McGraw. Like Dominic Simp
son at Livonia Franklin, Xavier Spadaci- 
ni at Westland John Glenn and Luke Au- 
rilia at Novi. These are the selfless play
ers who can get it done in each phase of 
the game.

Birmingham Groves’ Mario Campoy- 
Lovasco rushes against North 
Farmington, rayvon delmonta/
SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Milford’s Wyatt Lesnew gets up after 
making a tackle against South Lyon.

Jon Lytle-Montgomery,
Livonia Churchill

Vitals: RB, senior, 6-foot, 170 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 92 carries for 518 yards 
and three TDs rushing.

Folsom’s take: If s wild to think the 
Chargers were hiding this kind of talent 
behind Boston Clegg Jr. a year ago. Lyt- 
le-Montgomery is one of the fastest 
runners I’ve seen in a while, and he’s 
great at reading his blocks, making one 
cut and getting uphill for a big gain.

Cordell Mabins Jr.,
Livonia Franklin

Vitals: RB, senior, 5-foot-ll, 200 
pounds.

Stats: Has rushed 105 times for 823 
yards andl3 TDs and has also caught on 
receiving TD.

Folsom’s take: The colder it gets with 
each week that passes, the harder it’ll be 
for defenses to slow down Mabins Jr. It 
hurts to tackle a freight train such as 
him when it’s bone-chilling freezing. 
Expect coach Chris Kelbert to use that to 
his advantage as the 5-0 Patriots pre
pare for a deep playoff run.

ArJon Thompson,
Livonia Stevenson

Vitals: QB/DB, junior, 6-foot, 200 
pounds

Stats: Has rushed 72 times for 380 
yards and eight TDs, gone 13 of 30 pass
ing for 158 yards, one TD and one inter
ception, has caught three passes for 17 
yards and totaled 21 tackles and four 
pass breakups.

Folsom’s take: There’s a reason they 
put Kordell Stewart on the cover of the 
arcade game “NFL Blitz.” His nickname 
was “Slash” because he could do it all 
(QB/receiver/running back/kick re- 
tumer/whatever). And that’s been 
Thompson, too. We should call him 
Slash 2.0.

Noah Etnyre, Lutheran Westland

Vitals: QB/RB/DB, senior, 6-foot-2, 
185 pounds.

Stats: Has gone 17 of 33 passing for 
290 yards (17 yards per completion, plus 
has rushed 53 times for 418 yards (al
most 8 yards per rush).

Folsom’s take: Normally they put the 
state runner-up wrestlers on the offen
sive and defensive lines. Not the War
riors. They have Etnyre behind center. 
And they’re a better team because of it. 
He’s a dynamic runner, plus he’s a great 
decision-maker. He keeps defenses 
honest.

Wyatt Lesnew, Milford

Vitals: MLB, junior, 5-foot-ll, 230 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 71 tackles (12 for loss) 
and has recovered one fumble.

Folsom’s take: This linebacker is 
about as throwback as they come. Like 
Zac Thomas or Brian Urlacher throw
back. Milford QB Ryan Allen has put up 
Player of the Year numbers, but what 
Lesnew is doing on defense is jaw-drop- 
ping. His statistics almost overshadow 
any other defender in metro Detroit.

Luca Prior, Northville

Vitals: QB, 6-foot-l, 170 pounds.
Stats: Has gone 45 of 60 passing 571 

yards and nine TDs and also rushed for a 
score.

Folsom’s take: There is no question
ing Prior’s leadership skills, and the 
turnaround the Mustangs. have had 
since last year has a lot to do with him. 
Not just behind center but behind the 
scenes. He’s a great teammate. Had he 
not gotten injured against Brighton, 
Northville might still be undefeated 
right now.

Niko Krall, Novi

Vitals: LB, senior, 5-foot-9, 215 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 72 tackles (26 solo, 8.5 
for loss) and one sack.

Folsom’s take: In Week 5, this line
backer totaled his 251st-career tackle, 
surpassing former Wildcat Alex King as 
the all-time tackling leader in program 
history (248). And there are still four 
regular-season games left to play. He’s 
going to put that record completely out 
of reach for any upcoming standouts on 
defense. He’s also the all-time leader in 
solo tackles (149) and tackles for loss 
(32.5) and second all-time in sacks 
(eight), assisted tackles (102) and fum
bles recovered (five).

Jaxon McCaig, Plymouth

Vitals: RB, junior, 6-foot-l, 202 
pounds.

Stats: Rushes for 622 yards and five 
TDs, averaging 124.4 yards per game 
and 6.2 yards per carry.

Folsom’s take: He’s one of my favor
ite players to watch because once he 
gets into the open field, it takes some
one with incredible sprinters speed to 
catch up to him. Unfortunately, we can
not watch him again this fall, as he suf
fered a season-ending injury against 
Hartland in Week 5.

Cory Chavis, Bedford Union

Vitals: QB, senior, 6-foot-5, 195 
pounds.

Stats: Has gone 49 of 66 passing for 
1,053 yards, 17 TDs and two intercep
tions and has a 74% completion per
centage.

Folsom’s take: It doesn’t matter how 
many playmakers the Panthers have,

and trust me, the Panthers have a lot of 
them, they still need somebody to get 
them the ball. And that’s been Chavis, 
who is finally getting some much-de
served attention on the recruiting trail.

Robert Jones, Salem

Vitals: RB, senior, 6-foot-2, 225 
pounds.

Stats: Has rushed for 459 yards and 
three TDs.

Folsom’s take: Yes, the Rocks are 
0-5, but opposing defenses are definite
ly reaching for the ice bags the morning 
after playing against Jones. He’s an old- 
fashioned, smash-mouth running back, 
and it takes group tackles to bring him 
down.

Tommy Donovan, South Lyon

Vitals: RB/DB, senior, 5-foot-ll, 185 
pounds.

Stats: Has rushed 65 times for 455 
yards and six TDs, caught 16 passes for 
275 yards and four TDs, and has totaled 
15 tackles, one scoop and score TD and 
one interception. Also has 184 yards re
turning kickoffs and another 46 yards 
and a TD returning punts.

Folsom’s take: If the season ended 
today, he’d be Hometown Life’s Player of 
the Year. He holds offers from Illinois 
State and Dayton University, and he has 
done everything for the Lions except 
drive the team bus to away games. And 
he’s done it at an elite level.

Jordan Newbill, South Lyon East

Vitals: WR/DB, senior, 5-foot-ll, 170 
pounds.

Stats: Totaled 10 TDs, including one 
on special teams, eight receiving and 
one rushing. Has over 350 yards receiv
ing.

Folsom’s take: It’s a shame Newbill 
has only offers from two smaller Divi
sion III and NAIA schools because he’s 
been playing at an elite level for the Cou
gars. And he’s doing it in each phase of 
the game. He’s rushed for a score, 
caught TD passes and has returned a 
blocked field goal for six. He’s a scoop- 
and-score or pick-six away from having 
a TD in each phase.

Damon Powers,
Westland John Glenn

Vitals: RB/LB, junior, 6-foot, 190 
pounds.

Stats: Has rushed 69 times for 404 
yards and totaled 30 solo tackles on de
fense.

Folsom’s take: This is a future Divi
sion I college linebacker or safety hiding 
at John Glenn. As the Rockets continue 
to win, the more recruiting interest Pow
ers should gamer. He’s probably the 
most underrated recruit in the Home
town Life region.

Honorable Mentions

Here are the other players I’m still 
keeping my eye on for Player of the Year: 

Nolay Ray, Brother Rice 
Eryx Daugherty, Brother Rice 
Blake Marrogy, Brother Rice 
Cayden Hardy, Birmingham Groves 
Kyle Robbins, Birmingham Seaholm 
Devon Pettus, Canton 
Caleb Williams, Canton 
Preston Washer, Cranbrook 
Brady Blakita, Detroit Catholic Cen

tral
Evan Haeger, Detroit Catholic Central 
Jovon Massey, Detroit Catholic Cen

tral
Dominic Pesci, Farmington 
Gavin Miller, Farmington 
Evan Snead, Livonia Churchill 
Jayden Allen, Livonia Churchill 
Tyler Garrett, Livonia Franklin 
Dominic Simpson, Livonia Franklin 
Chuck Davidek, Livonia Stevenson 
Aiden Sexton, Lutheran Westland 
Ryan Allen, Milford 
Danny Sternberg, Milford 
Peyton Chamberlain, Milford 
Angelo Rodriguez, Northville 
Hunter Ladach, Northville 
Preston Phimister, Novi 
Cole Shires, Novi 
Evan Cosgrove, Plymouth 
Luc Damiani, Plymouth 
Dequan Davis, Redford Union 
Dematthew Dixon, Redford Union 
Jeremiah Alston, Redford Union 
Dawaune Strickland, Redford Union 
Jamel Belcher, Redford Union 
Jamire Hall, Redford Union 
Kyren Ware, Redford Union 
Javerious Shepherd, Redford Union 
Nicholas Warren, Redford Thurston 
Charles Nelson, Redford Thurston 
Michael Patsy, Salem 
Braden Fracassi, South Lyon 
Simeon Mardossian, South Lyon 
Xavier Spadacini, Westland John 

Glenn
Nick Wetmore, Westland John Glenn 
Connor LeCourt, Westland John 

Glenn
Dylan Moore, Westland John Glenn 
Twitter: @folsombrandonj



Week 6
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6.5 tackles (six solo), Evan Cosgrove had
5.5 (five solo) and Tyler Harris added 
3.5.

NorthviUe 31, Salem 7 (KLAA-West) 
QB Luca Prior was 7 of U passing for 

142 yards and two TDs for the Mustangs 
(5-1, 4-1). Caleb Moore rushed seven 
times for 37 yards and two scores, Nick 
Helner caught a 50-yard TD pass and 
Caden Besco nabbed a 5-yard TD recep
tion. Owen Ross led the defense with 
nine tackles (four solo), Hunter Ladach 
added eight tackles (two for loss) and a 
sack and Evan Deak pitched in eight 
tackles (three solo).

RB Robert Jones rushed 29 times for 
133 yards and one TD for the Rocks (0-6, 
0-5). QB Robert Ahlgren was 16 of 22 
passing for 109 yards, Nick Mullin 
caught five passes for 48 yards, Michael 
Patsy led the defense with eight tackles 
(three for loss), one sack and one fumble 
recovery and Zach Passmore added sev
en tackles (two for loss).

Brighton 41,
Canton 21 (KLAA-West)
RB Devon Pettus rushed 16 times for 

161 yards and two TDs for the Chiefs (1-5, 
1-4). Alexander Guadagni added 16 car
ries for 81 yards, and Dillon Calhoun 
scored once on the ground.

Dearborn Fordson 31,
Livonia Churchill 28 (KLAA-East) 
RB Jon Lytle-Montgomery rushed 32 

times for 153 yards and three TDs for the 
Chargers (1-5, 0-5). QB Evan Snead was 
9 of 13 passing for 131 yards, Jayden Allen 
caught five passes for 91 yards and Mes
siah Amerson punched in a 2-yard TD 
run. Miles Lueck led the defense with 
five tackles (four solo), while Amerson 
and Tyler Mileski had four apiece. 

Livonia Franklin 24,
Livonia Stevenson 7 (KLAA-East) 
The Patriots (6-0, 5-0) are the Livo

nia City Championship winners thanks 
to Cordell Mabins Jr. rushing 25 times 
for 151 yards and one TD, QB JD Bates go
ing 7 of 8 passing for 144 yards, one TD 
and one interception, Jon Jasionowski 
adding 51 yards and a TD on the ground 
and Tyler Garrett catching five passes 
for 144 yards and a score. Jasionowski 
led the defense with 10 tackles, Doman- 
ic Lemon and Sam White had five tack
les apiece and White and Gino DiPonio 
each pulled down interceptions.

QB ArJon Thompson rushed nine 
times for 124 yards and one TD for the 
Spartans (3-3,3-2). Alex BoWser rushed 
for 30 yards and caught four passes for 
21 yards. Owen.>Reed.led .the defense 
with 10 tackles and one forced fumble, 
Chuck Davidek added seven tackles and 
Nihad Ajdarpasic pitched in five tackles.

Dearborn 2, Wayne Memorial 0 
(forfeit) (KLAA-East)

The Zebras fell to 0-6 overall and 0-5 
in the division.

Belleville 56, Westland John Glenn 
0 (KLAA-East)

The Rockets fell to 2-4 overall and 2-3 
in the division. RB Xavier Spadacini 
rushed 14 times for 84 yards, Connor Le- 
Court caught two passes for 28 yards 
and Dylan Moore and Dougie Wicker led 
the defense with four tackles apiece.

Lakes Valley Conference

South Lyon 46,
Waterford Kettering 6 (LVC)
QB Braden Fracassi was 2 of 3 pass

ing for 91 yards and one TD for the Lions 
(5-1, 4-1). Tommy Donovan rushed six 
times for 85 yards and two scores and 
pulled down a 48-yard TD reception, 
Wyatt Douglass added five carries for 53 
yards and Ryan Henderson caught a 43- 
yard reception. Alex Stoyanovich paced 
the defense with six tackles (two for 
loss) and two fumbles returned for TDs, 
one for 28 yards and another for 54. 
Douglass had four tackles, and Nick 
Stoyanovich added three.

South Lyon East 36,
Walled Lake Central 7 (LVC)
The Cougars improved to 5-1 overall 

and 4-1 in the league. QB Dominic Gio- 
vannini was 10 of 16 passing for 170 
yards and three TDs, while Daedricco 
Fizer rushed 16 times for 100 yards and 
two scores. Jordan Newbill caught six 
passes for 63 yards and one TD and add
ed two tackles and two interceptions on 
defense, while Drew Moyer caught three 
passes for 72 yards and a score, rushed 
for 8 yards and Caleb Gash caught a 37- 
yard TD pass and gained 33 yards on the 
ground. Jack Toth led the defense with 
five tackles (3.5 for loss) and one sack 
and Jack Farmon added 4.5 tackles and 
one pass breakup.

Waterford Mott 20, Milford 7 (LVC)
QB Ryan Allen was 5 of 10 passing for 

91 yards and an interception and also 
ran 12 times for 56 yards for the Maver
icks (3-3, 2-2). Peyton Chamberlain 
rushed eight times for 48 yards, and 
Ethan Phipps caught two passes for 51 
yards. Wyatt Lesnew led the defense 
with 22 tackles, followed by Danny 
Sternberg and Ike Stufft with 10 apiece

Garden City’s Nathan Wasil looks to 
pass the ball against Bedford Union.

Detroit Country Day’s Gabe Winowich 
rushes against Flint Powers Catholic.

and Jon Motes and Aidan Beattie with 
five apiece.

White Lake Lakeland 17,
Walled Lake Northern 13 (LVC)
The Eagles won the Battle of Bogie 

Lake Road and improved to 3-3 overall 
and 3-3 in the league. Michael Mahaney 
rushed 13 times for 70 yards, Sean Lath
am added 15 carries for 66 yards and one 
TD and Trevor Schudin carried 13 times 
for 47 yards and one score. Nolin 
Thompson booted in a 22-yard field goal 
and helped the defense with six tackles 
and one sack. Trey Rowley led with sev
en tackles and one interception, Caden 
Calhoun totaled five tackles and one 
sack and Tyler Ponitz, Grand Glosinger 
and Ben Lilienthal each had intercep
tions.

Michigan Independent 
Athletic Conference

Lutheran Westland 2, Dearborn 
Heights Star International Academy 0 
(forfeit)

The Warriors improved to 4-2 overall.

Oakland Activities Association

Southfield A&T 70,
Bloomfield Hills 0 (OAA-White)

The Black Hawks fell to 1-5 overall 
and 1-3 in the league.

Birmingham Groves 15,
Harper Woods 12 (OAA-White)
RB Joshua Woods rushed for a pair of 

5-yard TDs for the Falcons (4-2,3-1). QB 
Cayden Hardy tossed a two-point con
version pass to Elias Kendra. Chris Little 
and Woods each had interceptions on 
defense, while Kendra fell on a fumble. 

Birmingham Seaholm 52,
Troy 0 (OAA-Blue)
The Maples (6-0,3-0) got one TD run 

apiece from Jack Lewis, Colton Kinnie 
and Granden Kinnie, while backup QB 
Louie Sullivan rushed for a pair of 
scores and Kyle Robbins scored on a 48- 
yard fake punt and returned a fumble 32 
yards for a TD.

North Farmington 28,
Troy Athens 7 (OAA-Blue)
The Raiders (2-4, 2-2) totaled 383 

yards of total offense, which included 
QB Ryan Shelby throwing for 177 yards 
and one TD, PJ Gardner rushing for 166 
yards and two scores and Quinn Parpart 
hauling in 101 yards and a TD receiving. 

Farmington 49, Pontiac 0 
RB Cameron Pettaway rushed for 

159 yards and four TDs for the Falcons 
(4-2, 2-1). Aaren McCray caught a 25- 
yard TD pass, and Owen Matteson

nabbed an interception.

Western Wayne 
Athletic Conference

Dearborn Heights Robichaud 37,
Bedford Thurston 21 (WWAC)
The Eagles fell to 0-6 overall and 0-5 

in the league.
Bedford Union 47,
Garden City 21 (WWAC)
QB Cory Chavis threw a 39-yard TD to 

Kryen Ware, a 69-yarder to Jamel Belch
er and was named the homecoming king 
at halftime for the Panthers (6-0, 5-0). 
Dawaune Strickland rushed for TDs of 
5, 9 and 5 yards, while Daquan Davis 
scored from 58 yards out. Ware and Jer
emiah Alston each recovered fumbles 
on defense.

RB Owen McGraw scored three TDs 
for the Cougars (3-3, 3-2), including a 
69-yard TD reception from QB Nathan 
Wasil and on rushes of 10 and 35 yards. 
Kaden Williams intercepted a pass, Tra
vis Hartwell fell on a fumble and the 
Cougars blocked a punt.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.
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Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Ava Sarafa rallies the troops at Farmington Hills Mercy.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Marian
Continued from Page IB

Here’s why:

Schemer’s finally getting 
her chance to shine

One of Schemer’s former coaches 
sent her a congratulations text about 
her becoming a Miss Volleyball finalist. 
But they actually were breaking the 
news to the opposite hitter.

“I was like, ‘What?! What are you 
talking about?”’ the 6-foot-l Wofford 
commit said. “This is huge news to me. I 
was so very grateful for it because I’ve 
worked my butt off to get to where I am 
today, and I’m so happy that everyone 
considers me to be a top finalist this 
year.

“I’m really excited to show what I can 
prove.”

And that, right there, is why this is a 
big season for Schomer.

It’s not surprising to see her become a 
Miss Volleyball finalist. But it is surpris
ing that she wasn’t overlooked for the 
honor by the Michigan. Interscholastic 
Volleyball Coaches Association.

Yes, she’s a Division I talent, and 
she’s been an integral part of the dynas
ty the Mustangs are building. She was 
even the one who recorded the match 
point when they upset Farmington Hills 
Mercy 3-2 in the regional championship 
en route to winning their third-ever 
state title in 2020. And that Marlins 
squad had Julia Bishop, an All-Ameri
can who signed with Michigan State 
and was named Miss Volleyball that 
season.

But Schomer has played second-fid
dle at Marian.

Outside of her, the Mustangs had 
four other elite hitters a year ago. That 
included Brizard (NC State), an outside 
hitter, Sarah Sylvester (TCU), a middle 
blocker who was also a 2020 Miss Vol
leyball finalist, outside hitter Sophia 
Treder (Brown) and middle hitter Janiah 
Jones, who had D-I offers but elected to 
not play in college.

Schomer totaled 63 aces, 119 blocks, 
522 digs and 439 kills in 2021, despite 
sharing her court time with some of the 
best players in the country.

Now she’s clearly the No. 1 offensive

Marian’s past candidates 
for Miss Volleyball
• 2021: Ava Brizard (winner) and 
Sarah Sylvester (nominee)

• 2018: Madison Dowd (nominee)

• 2009: Alexandra Cocklin (winner)

option for the Mustangs, and that 
means she can finally display just how 
hard of a hitter she can be.

“That girl is power, and she’s always 
been able to hit,” Marian coach Mayssa 
Cook said. “But we’ve always spread out 
the offense so well. When we’ve had the 
Brizard, the Sylvester, the Treder and 
the Janiah Jones, I think people are just 
seeing her hit more balls now. Instead of 
being our third or fourth option, she’s 
now our No. 1 or 2 option. She was 
swinging like this last year, but she just 
didn’t get as many chances. You’re going 
to get overlooked when you’ve got the 
Gatorade Player of the Year and Miss 
Volleyball on your team.”

Schomer isn’t doing this alone.
She also has the likes of 5-10 senior 

opposite hitter Reagan Sass and 6-1 
middle blocker McKenzie Swanson, one 
of the top girls basketball recruits in the 
country, helping her produce points, 
alongside a few other experienced play

ers rotating in.
She said it’s been an adjustment be

ing thrust into Brizard’s role as the 
team’s offensive leader.

“It’s definitely crazy,” she said. “Last 
year, I did my contributions, but this 
year I knew I had to step it up. I want to 
prove what I truly am made of because 
we did have some talented people last 
year. I was overlooked, so I want to show 
what I really am made of.”

Is Sarafa the best in Michigan?

Cook has coached some of the best 
players around for Michigan Elite Vol
leyball Academy. And she’s seen a 
handful of great ones while coaching at 
both Marian and Ann Arbor Father Ga
briel Richard.

Heck, when she led FGR to a state ti
tle in 2015 she even had former Miss Vol
leyball nominee Emily Tanski (New 
Hampshire) playing outside hitter for 
her.

She’s seen some of the best recruits 
this state has to offer.

That’s why it was wild hearing her 
talk about Sarafa following a 3-0 victory 
at third-ranked Mercy.

“Ava is, obviously, the best setter in 
the state and, in my opinion, the best 
player in the state right now,” Cook said. 
“Wien the best player on your team is a

setter, and Ella is right there next to Ava 
as one of the best, it makes things excit
ing.”

That’s a bold statement, especially 
with Ann Arbor Skyline having outside 
hitter Harper Murray (Nebraska), the 
No. 1-rated recruit in the country, also up 
for the Miss Volleyball honor.

But Sarafa is just that good.
She’s posted three-straight1,000-as- 

sist seasons at setter. That included her 
tallying 1,444 assists during their 53-1 
effort her junior season.

But she, too, was surprised to find out 
she made the cut.

“It was honestly an honor to see that I 
made the top 10,” the 6-foot Kentucky 
commit said. “To be in that top 10 with 
all of those amazing players, I was just 
stunned and couldn’t even speak. It was 
something I’ve been working toward 
throughout high school and all four 
years of being on varsity. Just to see my 
name on that list was amazing.”

As mentioned earlier, Sarafa had 
some of the best hitters to pass to in 
2021

While she’s familiar with everyone 
on this year’s squad, it has taken some 
time to develop new chemistry with a 
different rotation.

But doing so has made her a better 
player.

“Ava has become so much more of
fensive this season,” Cook said. “Maybe 
losing some of her hitters she’s been set
ting the last three seasons has forced 
her to become a little more offensive, so 
that’s a positive in Ava’s sense. But she 
works hard. She’s super skilled. She’s a 
difference-maker on our team. They 
(Schomer and Sarafa) both are. These 
two were huge for our success in our last 
two state championships.”

Sarafa said learning a new rotation to 
pass to has been a welcome challenge.

“I know I’ve got to get everyone in
volved,” she added. “When you’re call
ing the play, you’ve got to have eye con
tact with everyone, make sure you’re 
being a leader on the court and make 
sure you’re being vocal about where to 
hit and what spots are open. Just con
nection with each and every one of them 
has been important. We’ve got to de
pend on the whole team this year (to win 
a third-straight state title).”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: @folsombrandonj.
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More ways
to reach us.

«_

We now have multiple channels that you can use to 
update your account information, report delivery 
issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and 
concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a description of 
the issue and the next available representative 
will call you back rather than waiting on hold.

O
Live Chat
Converse directly online with a 
representative.

wr

Email
This option gives you the opportunity to 
leave more details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and

more.

help.hometownlife.com
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O&E
Instructions for 
iPhone and iPads
How to Download 
Hometown life APR

Click on the Runes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options. 
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your iTunes account page.
Sign in to your iTunes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly: 

For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203506?mt=8

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen 
Click the APRS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

The browser will bring you to your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett.local.library.news. hometown life
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TODAY’S FORECAST:
DIGITAL MARKETING EXCELLENCE.
Our experts will help you drive leads and 
awareness using social, print and display ads, 
search, targeted email marketing, and listings 
management - all to grow your business.

Do it all with just one partner!
Contact your sales rep today or visit 
LOCALiQ.com/DriveLeads to get started.

LOCALiQ
BACKED BY DATA. POWERED BY INTELLIGENCE.



FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight line. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have

13 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
Oaustrallanwordgames.com.au

Almonds, Dinner Lord Sleep

Atmosphere Drinks Love Sock

Beach Food Mass Star

Break Games Pool Surf

Cake Guest Pork Sweets

Cars Hams Prawns Swim

Celebrate Heat Race Tree

Charity Holy Reindeer Trim

Consume Home Rich Turkey
Cousins' Iced Salads Wrapping

Crib Imbibe Santa Claus paper

Days Lights Silver

TODAY’S ANSWER

Anwej joj eumj.

Festive season______
KDDAYS KT 
M R E R E A I A
G 0 O E I K L L
ULSPRNAM 
EPEASTKC 
SEMPUCSS 
TEAGAEMO 
ULGNLLAS 
R S R I C E H U
K T P P A B I R
EHRPTRMF 
YGAANABD 
L I W R A T I H
OLNWSE BC 
H M S W I M E I

T H C I R Y I 
R S W E E T S 
E I ,E E I I A 
VRMRNRL 
0 E B E D A A 
L N R H E H D 
H K D P E C S 
F 0 C S R O T 
H P O O L N A 
C F T M S S R 
A A A T R U E 
EC I A M M N 
B E C A R E N 
0 U S I N S I 
L S Y F O 0 D

4+ 3 3+ 2-r

24X

2-r

3- 13

©2022 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com

_ KENKEN
<D
Jj 1. Each row and column must 
o contain the numbers 1 through 4 
s (easy) or 1 though 6 
g (challenging) without repeating.

.5 2. The numbers within the
c heavily outlined boxes, called 
** cages, must combine using the 
£ given operation (in any order) to 
■o produce the target numbers in 
S the top-left corners.
•■9 3. Freebies: fill in single-box
■3; cages with the number in the 
5 top-left corner.

o
c0)*c
£
«5
Eo■o
SH

3TI‘•pznd u*xu*x czoza

C
E

p l
—£

z
L c Z p

-r3

Z 1 P
XfrZ

G
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z

+€
G

e
1
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

TODAY’S ANSWER

l £ L 9 9 Z P 8 6
z 8 6 P I £ 9 L 9
p 9 9 6 L 8 l Z £
e 6 I 9 Z 9 8 P L
8 Z P L £ I 6 9 9
9 L 9 8 6 P Z £ I
6 9 Z £ P 9 L I 8
L P £ I 8 6 9 9 Z
9 I 8 Z 9 L £ 6 P

4 3 7 2 8 1
7

1 5 3 9
1 2 9 5 6

5 1 7 2
7 8 2 1 3
3 8 9 5
5

8 4 2 6 7 1

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD
ACROSS

1 Works far 
beyond the norm 

11 Nonprofit first 
cosponsored by 
the MPAA 

14 Green first 
course

16 Ebony ran his 
“My Trip to the 
Land of Gandhi” 
in ’59

17 Hits the beach, 
perhaps

18 One’s steady, 
lately

19 Organic 
lawnmower

20 Dimension or 
duration, e.g.

21 Empty table 
label

23 Have undone
25 One way to 

save space for 
shipping

26 Much music with 
accordions

29 Trio of piano 
pieces

31 60-trillionth of a 
min.

33 Belabor 
35 Rental from 

Alaska’s 
Regal Air 

37 Tihkers with
39 Pinch-hit
40 Cooked up
42 Welder’s 

protectors
43 Tent event
44 ‘Wait__!”
45 Gabardine kin
46 Majestuoso 
48 Weavers

often praised 
on Antiques 
Roadshow 

51 “He came to 
save capitalism,” 
per Krugman

53 Has joined
54 Revolutionary 
57 Pull in

58 Handheld 
virtual reality 
sensor

61 Historically 
speaking

62 Much more than 
pleased

63 Dinosaur with a 
WALL-E cameo

64 Crystalline 
cleaner for 
cookware

DOWN
1 Zip it
2 Say solemnly
3 What may cover 

a field
4 Wrap up
5 Forecaster 

without favor
6 Recast
7 Felon, informally
8 They’re 

waste-full
9 Animated brown 

bouncer
10 Time to go

11 Jefferson, 
circa 1787

12 Rolling over for 
dinner

13 Major packer of 
Allen wrenches

15 Word from the 
Latin for ‘loot 
soldier”

22 Has no 
fondness for

23 Continental
24 King Kooker 

products
26 40%-silent 

soldiers
27 About 38, 

nafionwide
28 Chain store?
30 Essence of

some triangular 
snacks

32 Aromatize, in a 
way

34 What Martha 
Stewart braises 
with garlic and 
tomato

36 Swift, notably
38 Sweet starter
41 Corny 

Disneyland 
debut of 
the ’60s

47 Short-sounding 
soda

49 Casablanca 
bilateral lyrical 
equivalence

50 Of limited 
appeal

51 Bulge in a 
trunk

52 Settled down
54 Alexandria’s 

region, locally
55 Big name at the 

Harley-Davidson 
Museum

56 Got out or gave 
out

59 Soup sometimes 
garnished with 
Thai basil

60 Much of “Deck 
the Halls”

TODAY’S
ANSWER
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jobs. Powered by:

Jobcase
Your online employment marketplace.

usatoday.com/jobs
833.516.0229 0 

recruitads@localiq.com 0

Recruiting Employees and The Law of TQM
Recruitology.com

Small business is the backbone of 
our economy and recruiting employees 
is the most important part of the busi
ness. 64% of all new jobs are created by 
small and medium businesses. They 
are responsible for 99.7% of all em
ployment in the USA*. You’re ready to 
hire- but you need to find the employ
ees first.

WHAT IS THE LAW OF TQM AND 
WHY YOU SHOULD BE AWARE 
OF IT WHEN LOOKING FOR NEW 
EMPLOYEES

The Law of TQM states that there are 
3 important factors in recruiting em
ployees: Time (to hire), Quality (of hire), 
& Money (cost of hire). There are other 
factors we can evaluate for recruiting 
but these 3 are the most significant.

WHEN RECRUITING EMPLOYEES 
YOU CAN CONTROL ONLY 2: TIME, 
QUALITY, OR MONEY

In the world of traditional recruit
ing, you only get complete control over 
two of these three factors when trying 
to find and hire the best candidates. 
Time, Quality, or Money.

The third factor is controlled by the 
Law of TQM.

Remember - you get to choose which 
two of the three factors you can con- 
trol...but there’s one that you’re proba
bly not likely to want to skimp on...keep 
reading and it’ll make sense.

SPEED-TO-HIRE!
If you want to hire FAST, then you’re 

controlling the TIME. The Law of TQM 
states that you will have to compromise 
on either Quality or Money in the hir
ing process if you want to hire quickly. 
To control the cost of hiring, along with 
the speed, you’ll likely have to give up 
on hiring the best, and just hire “good 
enough” in an effort to get someone you 
can afford- in the time you want to hire.

Increasing your speed to recruit em
ployees requires that you get your job in 
front of the right candidates as quickly 
as possible. There are hundreds of job 

.sites dedicated to recruiting employ
ees. You want to make sure your job is 
posted to the right ones so that the peo
ple you’re looking for can see you. You 
have to research the right job sites, the 
niche networks, and die social media 
hang-outs where your candidates are 
likely to be. And then get your 
job out to those sites. Or let 
MaxRecruit® help you.

SAVING MONEY WHILE 
RECRUITING EMPLOYEES

And if you want to hire cheap (how 
much you pay, how much you spend for 
advertising, online posting, or recruit
ers) then the Law of TQM states that 
you’ve got to compromise on Time or 
Quality. When you are recruiting em
ployees traditionally you can only con
trol 2 of the 3 levers. And you find a way 
to leverage your money to get the abso
lute most bang for the buck!

However, sacrificing Quality is usu
ally the least acceptable solution for 
an employer. We all want people who 
represent our business well, reflect the 
values of our Company, will do the job 
to the best of their ability and fit in with 
the existing team.

DO NOT SACRIFICE QUALITY 
WHEN RECRUITING EMPLOYEES

Given the Law of TQMand the 
fact that we rarely want 
to sacrifice Quality- we 

have to accept that 
we EITHER have to

spend more money or take more time 
to find the right person. So we’re going 
to have to get really creative recruiting 
employees to find the people we want 
to hire at a price we can afford. If s not 
easy but with the right solution you 
don’t have to break the bank to recruit. 
MaxRecruit® scientifically optimizes 
the spend for each site to make sure 
you’re not wasting a dime.

BEST-OF-THE-BEST?
And of course, you want to hire Qual

ity people. The Law of TQM states that 
you must compromise on either time 
(speed-to-hire) or money. When you 
are recruiting employees you will need 
to possibly pay much more than you 
originally wanted to find the right per
son and get their attention. There are 
ways to ensure that you get your job in 
front of the highest quality candidates 
available. People who meet your job 
requirements, fall within your salary 
guidelines, and who will make your 
business shine. Finding those folks 
takes a bit of know-how. And there are 
ways to make sure you’re not missing 
out on getting your job in front of the 
best-of-the-best! With the power of 
MaxRecruit® you can distribute your 
job to the places where the best are 
likely to be.

It’s against this backdrop that you 
need to attract a pool of possible hires, 
interview them, keep them engaged in 
the process, extend them an offer, and 
ultimately- find your new employee.

JOBS Jobcase Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

mm? wmm

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

• f s | valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI0571980-01

SELL YOUR CAR i BUY A BOAT
ADOPT A PET # FIND A TREASURE

.. : GET A JOB GET A MASSAGE

■maM

FIND A YARD SALE HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified ads everyday.

Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

## VISA IH “ ™1

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

Wanted to Buy
WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle. 

Deer Hunter & Successful Master 
Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Great Buys

Garage Sales
neighborly deals...

Garage-Tag Sale
Church Rummage Sale 1589 W. 
Maple Road , Birmingham 
Michigan, 48009 Wed: Oct. 12 l-8p., 
Thur: Oct. 13 l-7p., Fri: Oct. 14 9- 
11a. Huge Sale 32 departments 
Clothing 8. Accessories, Books, Fur
niture, Housewares, Kitchenwares, 
Lamps, Linens, Jewelry, Toys and 
much morel. Dir: Birmingham 
First United Methodist Church 
Located on 1589 West Maple Road 
between Southfield & Cranbrook

%

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris

blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 

CalM-866-495-1709

Find what 
you want in

CLASSIFIED!


