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Farmington Hills man sentenced in mom’s murder
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

An Oakland County judge sentenced Muhammad 
Al-Tantawi, a 21-year-old from Farmington Hills con­
victed of murdering his mother, to 35-60 years in pris­
on during a hearing Wednesday.

The roughly five years he’s already spent in jail will

count toward his sentence.
Nada Huranieh, Al-Tantawi’s mother, was 35 when 

she died in August 2017. Al-Tantawi was 16 at the time.
A jury found him guilty of premeditated murder in 

March of this year. Al-Tantawi pleaded not guilty dtxr- 
ing trail and has continued to claim he did not kill his 
mother.

“To say that this was a horrible situation is an un­
derstatement,” Judge Martha Anderson said. “When

the death of one’s mother, as the jury found, is per­
petrated by her son, it’s even more heinous.”

The jury took just two hours to deliberate, accepting 
the prosecution’s argument that Al-Tantawi smoth­
ered his mother with a toxin-soaked cloth and then 
pushed her dead body from a second story window of 
their home in Farmington Hills.

See SENTENCED, Page 4A
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Finding her voice

Plymouth resident Mia Odeh works as a business manager, drives a Camaro she calls Blueberry and recent 
released a book titled, “Mia's Odyssey: Taking Back My Soul.” laura colvin/hometownlife.com
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After years of abuse, Plymouth woman builds dream
Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Mia Odeh remembers the day one 
of her terrified children ran to tell a 
neighbor “daddy was going to kill 
mommy.” She remembers police ar­
riving at her door, and she remem­
bers the question she asked an officer 
after they took her husband away.

“Will you take my children from 
me? (My husband) has told me many 
times that in America, the police take 
children away from bad mothers who 
disobey their husbands. Will you take 
my children?”

The officer’s answer, said Odeh, a 
Plymouth resident who today works 
as a business manager and drives a 
Camaro she calls Blueberry, was the moment Odeh be­
gan to envision a different kind of life for herself.

In her new memoir, “Mia’s Odyssey: Taking Back 
My Soul,” Odeh, 45, chronicles years of physical, sexu­
al and emotional abuse and isolation beginning in Pal­
estine as a 16-year-old bride forced into an arranged 
marriage with a Palestinian man twice her age who - 
against her wishes but with her parents’ blessing - 
brought her to the U.S. where he wa£ employed.

“When I came here, I v\fas 
shocked in every way a human toe­
ing could be shocked,” said Odefy of 
her 1993 arrival in Phoenix. “When 
we land, I can’t speak English. I’m 
with someone I don’t love. Wher­
ever I look, I just don’t understand 
anything.

“On top of the emotional fear I 
have inside, now I have to figure out 
how to survive here, because jt’s 
just day and night different.”

At the airport, she could not rejad 
the signs or understand the an­
nouncements. She was. completely 
dependent on a man she barely 
knew and did not trust.

“It’s like I got ripped from under 
the water to live on the ground and 
I’m just dying,” she said.

In Phoenix, everything was different: the way peo­
ple dressed was different, the cars and the roads were 
different, the traffic was incredibly fast.

Later, at home, even the doorbell was terrifyihg; 
if someone came to the door when she was hojme 
alone, she ran to a closet, turned off the light ^nd 
cried.

See VOICE, Page 4A
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Koleszar, Neracher 
seek to represent 
northwest Wayne 
County in state House
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Voters in Livonia, Plymouth and Northville will 
vote in the newly-drawn House District 22 for the 
first time Nov. 8.

Rep. Matt Koleszar and Cathryn Neracher are 
looking to convince voters they’re the best person for 
the job.

Koleszar, a Democrat from Plymouth Township, is 
seeking a third term in the house. The representative 
has a background as a teacher and is also involved 
with the Northville Chamber of Commerce and the 
Conservancy Initiative.

Neracher, a Republican from Northville, is running 
to hold elected office for the first time. Neracher owns 
her own business and has been involved with the Tri­
ple A Crisis Pregnancy Center in Livonia.

Hometown Life sent both candidates a question­
naire diving into candidates’ stances on a variety of 
issues.

Despite numerous attempts by Hometown Life to 
contact Neracher by email, phone and through her 
campaign, she never filled out the questionnaire. 

Neracher’s campaign did offer a comment on

See HOUSE, Page 2A
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ELECTION COVERAGE

Five seek Wayne-Westland school board seats
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

On Nov. 8, voters in the Wayne-Westland Commu­
nity Schools district will choose two people to serve on 
the school board for six years.

School board members set overall district policy 
and manage the district superintendent, in this case 
Superintendent John Dignan, who oversees day-to- 
day operations.

Hometown Life sent each candidate a question­
naire on their ideas and the state of the district today. 
Particularly long answers were shortened, which is in­
dicated with an ellipsis. Candidates Denise Collop 
and Ryleigh Strong did not submit responses despite 
multiple attempts from Hometown Life to contact 
them.

LeWanna Abney-Mitchell is a first-time candi­
date. She’s on the City of Inkster’s parks commission, 
worked for Starfish Family Services and has organized 
Getting Ahead and Bridges out of Poverty in local 
schools.

David Cox currently serves as the board president. 
Cox has been involved with city and school govern­
ment since the 1990s and works as a tax appeal con­
sultant.

Bradley Gray is a first-time candidate. Gray works 
in politics and has experience as a clerk for the state 
senate’s education committee and as an executive as­
sistant for the Michigan Association of Secondary 
School Principals.

What makes you qualified to be a school board 
member and why do you want to hold that 
position? What do you see as the role of a 
school board member?

Abney-Mitchell: My qualifications include the 
several boards and commissioner positions I have ... 
along with work positions that I have held that involve 
decision making, and I have always been very active in 
my grandchildren education. I believe that there need 
to be representation from each city that the school dis­
trict serves, allowing for new perspectives of students 
struggles or hardships to develop better policies and 
programs. I see the role of a school member as being a 
position that should be working with the Superinten­
dent and other school staff to work together to create 
policy that will meet the educational needs of the stu­
dents.

Cox: My experience serving as a member of the 
Board of Education beginning in 1997 and serving as 
Board President for five years has been excellent prep­
aration. The Board sets district policy, hires and re­
views the progress of the Superintendent and sup­
ports the administration. An individual Board member 
has the responsibility of understanding all issues to be 
voted on and supporting the majority decision follow­
ing the vote.

Gray: I am an alumnus of Wayne-Westland schools 
... My family has long been involved in the district, and

now I have two small chil­
dren that will be attending 
the schools when they get 
older. Having gone on to 
complete my undergradu­
ate degree at the Univer­
sity of Central Florida, my Abney- Cox 
MBA at Wayne State Uni- Mitchell 
versity, and being in the
process of finishing my law degree at Detroit Mercy, I 
am a great example of what a quality education from 
our district can provide. I want to make sure that my 
children, and all the students of the district, can get 
that same opportunity for success ...

Are you happy with the overall direction of the 
district? Why or why not?

Cox: I am very pleased with the direction the dis­
trict is now on. We are financially strong and have cash 
reserves exceeding state requirements. All district em­
ployee contracts were settled by the start of school this 
year. Our buildings, facilities, their contents, our bus 
fleet are all in exceptional condition. Our students are 
making exceptional progress individually and show­
ing measurable gains across the district. We have part­
nered with colleges and universities and now have op­
portunities for college degrees on our campus.

Gray: I think that the district has made great strides 
in recent years, but there is still progress to be made. 
The district recently signed new contracts with all of 
its unions and is currently in great financial shape. 
However, a lot of that money came from one-time 
funds during COVID so it is important to make sure to 
be responsible with those finances. Now is also the 
time though to focus on student achievement and 
making sure our students are set up for success.

Abney-Mitchell: Overall, I do like the direction that 
the district is going in, they even have a 5-year strate­
gic plan currently, but I feel as if there need to be a dis­
trict wide representation of all the cities that the dis­
trict serves.

What should the school district’s priorities be 
coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including how it spends ARPA funds?

Gray: The school district should use this funding to 
make sure that the technology our students are using 
in the buildings are up to date, as well as continuing to 
improve the facilities that are being used.

Abney-Mitchell: One of the top priorities of course 
will be to focus on ways to help students reach goals of 
getting their g.p.a backup, there were many students 
that experience a decline in their g.p.a as well as just 
overall lack of focus due to the mix classroom and 
missing days due to quarantining. Another top priority 
is addressing Behavioral/Mental Health of students. 
As well as safety, as we seen last year with the Oxford 
High School shooting this is an event that we can not 
afford to happen again, nor can we expect students to

Gray

be able to focus with the fear that it 
might be their school next.

Cox: The district should concentrate 
on maintaining a safe and secure envi­
ronment for all persons on and in dis­
trict property. One- time money such as 
ARPA would be best spent on infra­
structure needed to accomplish that 
goal.

Issues related to diversity, equity and 
inclusion are a recurring conversation among 
students, staff and the community at large. 
What’s one tangible action local districts can 
make to address diversity, equity and 
inclusion?

Abney-Mitchell: District wide representation, 
each city that the district serves has its own unique 
challenges, by allowing a chair per city on the school 
board allows for that diversity to have a voice and al­
lows equity and inclusion

Cox: Our district is a leader in inclusive practices. 
We are fortunate that our student body is diverse and 
could serve as an example to others. Still, this is an 
area which requires constant vigilance to ensure ev­
erybody always feels connected to their school and its 
support services. I look forward to seeing our staff mir­
ror our student body.

Gray: Local districts can make sure that they are 
more involved in their communities outside of the 
school day. In particular, in Wayne-Westland the dis­
trict should be taking more proactive action to be in­
volved in the communities of the students outside of 
Wayne and Westland, where a number of our students 
also live.

What is an issue facing the district that isn’t on 
residents’ radar that should be? What steps 
would you take to address that issue?

Gray: As mentioned above, while the district is cur­
rently in excellent financial shape, some of this is due 
to one-time funding that was received due to the pan­
demic. I want to make sure the district makes finan­
cially responsible decisions to make sure that the situ­
ation stays as positive as it is now, so that the district 
can continue to provide quality programs for our stu­
dents.

Abney-Mitchell: Students feeling not heard and 
feeling unsupported. There need to be some serious 
talk and action regarding Behavioral and Mental 
health issues. There should be on site School Based 
Therapists, Peer Support Partners, Parent Support 
Partners that is a part of the school staff.

Cox: Residents may not be aware that the district is 
working collaboratively with the City of Westland and 
the City of Wayne on developing recreational partner­
ships and regionally, WWCSD has taken a leadership 
role with the issue of safety and security on school 
property.

CORRECTION

A photo accompanying the story “Blossom Chil­
dren’s Center to open new facility in Canton” in the 
Sept. 25 edition incorrectly included a photo of the 
current Gardner White Furniture & Mattress store in 
Canton. The center will open at 39425 Ford Road, 
east of Lotz.
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Michigan’s economy, which is included as a response 
in this article.

Here’s what Koleszar had to say:
Statistics show systemic racism is prevalent in 

law enforcement, government, health care and 
economics. Name one tangible action state gov­
ernment could take to help address racism.

Koleszar: As the Police Officer’s Association of 
Michigan’s legislator of the year, I know policing is a 
hard and dangerous job. The best thing the state can 
do is provide adequate funding for public safety both 
for additional de-escalation training and DEI train­
ing, but also providing funding for police-community 
partnerships. Encouraging or even incentivizing de­
partments to hire within their borders whenever pos­
sible has shown to reduce instances of excessive 
force across the country.

How would you grade the state’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and what, if anything, 
should the state legislature do next?

Koleszar: I believe Michigan ultimately made 
many good decisions to save lives and curb the 
spread of the pandemic. But there is no denying that 
some businesses struggled and are still struggling 
from the effects of the pandemic. I made it a point to

Koleszar

be a voice for business owners during 
the pandemic and started the Michigan 
Downtown Business Coalition in the 
Michigan legislature to provide a direct 
line of communication from business 
owners and the Governor and AG’s of­
fice.

Small businesses and workers in 
Michigan are still facing the global consequences of 
the pandemic like rising costs and the legislature 
needs to provide tax relief to workers and seniors, low­
er costs, and bring back good paying jobs to the state.

What are your thoughts on safety and security of 
our elections, specifically Michigan’s election in­
tegrity, and do you accept the results of the 2020 
election?

Koleszar: As a Vice Chair of the Elections and Eth­
ics committee, I can say with 100% certainty that the 
2020 election was accurate and the will of the voters 
was reflected. Over 250 audits of the 2020 election 
were conducted, and all showed there was no evidence 
of widespread fraud. In the legislature, what we need 
to be doing is to make sure that clerks and other elec­
tion officials have the resources they need such as in­
creased time to pre-process absentee ballots in order 
to deliver timely results to the electorate.

Thinking of the recent school shootings that 
killed students in Uvalde and Oxford, what

See HOUSE, Page 3A
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Meet Livonia’s state office candidates at breakfast event

Due to redistricting, more elected officials can count Livonia as part of their 
constituency. Find more election coverage online at HometownLife.com.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Michigan’s redistricting effort left Li­
vonia with a much different landscape 
than the one voters are accustomed to 
when it comes to state office.

Historically, the city has been mostly 
represented by one state House seat 
and one state Senate seat. Now if s split 
between three House seats and two 
Senate seats.

To help people figure out what dis­
trict they’re in and hear from the candi­
dates, Vote.Run.Serve Livonia is host­
ing a candidate meet and greet in part­
nership with Livonia’s Republican and 
Democratic clubs. Vote.Run.Serve is a 
nonpartisan, citizen-run initiative that 
shares public information like school 
board meeting summaries and local 
events.

“My hope is that it gives people an 
opportunity to look at elections in a dif­
ferent way,” Vote.Run.Serve co-founder 
Carrie Budzinski said. “It’s obviously 
very partisan, and it’s very limiting. I 
mean, we have a two-party system. 
There’s not a lot of options and a lot of 
people don’t feel comfortable with that. 
On top of it being two parties, those par­
ties are so separated.”

Folks can gather at the Mies Park pa­
vilion, 32305 West Chicago St., 10 a.m. 
to noon Oct. 1 for some breakfast food 
and conversation with candidates.

Budzinski said she hopes the event 
provides a welcoming environment for 
voters to get some face time with people

running for elected office.
Each candidate will have some time 

to speak to the group, but the event is 
mostly for mingling. Attendees will be 
able to find their district using a map.

Congressional candidate Congress­

woman Rashida Tlaib (D) is expected to 
attend. Her opponent, Steven Elliott (R), 
has not committed to coming.

Livonia is now in the 12th congres­
sional district with other western 
Wayne County communities like Dear­

born, Westland, Redford, parts of De­
troit and all of Southfield, which is in 
Oakland County.

All of Livonia’s state House candi­
dates are expected. That includes Dis­
trict 16 candidates Keith Jones (R) and 
Rep. Stephanie Young (D), District 17 
candidates Penny Crider (R) and Rep. 
Laurie Pohutsky (D), and District 22 
candidates Rep. Matt Koleszar (D) and 
Cathryn Neracher (R).

District 16 encompasses southeast­
ern Livonia. District 17 includes most of 
northern Livonia. District 22 includes 
the western region of the city.

Rep. Mary Cavanagh (D) and Ken 
Crider (R), both running for the District 
6 state Senate seat, are expected. Dis­
trict 5 hopefuls Emily Bauman (R), who 
hasn’t committed, and Sen. Dayna Pole- 
hanki (D), who has said she probably 
won’t be able to attend, are not expect­
ed. District 5 includes the southwestern 
corner of the city. The rest of Livonia is 
in District 6.

Budzinski is hopeful the event will 
stray from divisiveness. Candidates 
have been encouraged to focus on why 
they’re a good option instead of why 
their opponent is a bad option.

Since the event is at a park, Budzin­
ski said people are welcome to bring 
their kids.

“It’s hard to get away from the kids to 
do adult things, but we still need par­
ents to engage in our democracy,” she 
said.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.

House
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recommendations would you make in 
your effort to prevent similar trage­
dies in the future?

Koleszar: We need to continue to in­
vest in school social workers and school 
psychologists to help our most vulner­
able students. We also need to do a bet­
ter job of addressing gun safety which

includes safe storage and red flag laws.
Do you support amending the El- 

liott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include 
LGBTQ people? Explain.

Koleszar: Yes, and I also support the 
Rouch World v. Dept, of Civil Rights de­
cision which concluded that “discrimi­
nation on the basis of sex in ELCRA in­
cludes discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation” is prohibited.

What is an issue facing state gov­
ernment that isn’t on Michiganders’ 
radar that should be? What steps

would you take to address that issue?
Koleszar: The lack of transparency 

in our state government should be a ma­
jor concern to Michiganders. Michigan 
ranks near the bottom of the country in 
government transparency. A good start 
would be to require legislators to pub­
licly file financial disclosures -1 have co­
sponsored this legislation in my two 
terms in office.

Neracher’s campaign: As a small 
business owner, Cathryn Neracher will 
work with lawmakers to ease the cur­

rent burdens on Michigan companies 
and make it easier to open a small busi­
ness in Michigan by eliminating bloated 
state government bureaucracy. Cathryn 
will work to temporarily suspend the 
gas and lower the sales tax to give Mich­
iganders the relief they so desperately 
need. There is no reason why we can’t 
work to create a climate to attract new 
business and industries to create new 
Michigan jobs.
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Wayne County, Oakland County COVID-19 tracker
Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

Michigan reported 16,901 new cases 
of coronavirus in the week ending Sun­
day, down 8% from the previous week. 
The previous week had 18,375 new cases 
of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked eighth among the 
states where coronavirus was spreading 
the fastest on a per-person basis, a USA 
TODAY Network analysis of Johns Hop­
kins University data shows.

In the latest week coronavirus cases 
in the United States decreased 0.6% 
from the week before, with 401,433 
cases reported. With 3% of the coun­
try’s population, Michigan had 4.21% of 
the country’s cases in the last week. 
Across the country, 17 states had more 
cases in the latest week than they did in 
the week before.

Wayne County reported 3,241 cases 
and 27 deaths in the latest week. A week 
earlier, it had reported 3,427 cases and 
38 deaths. Throughout the pandemic it

has reported 484,095 cases and 8,400 
deaths.

Oakland County reported 2,200 
cases and 11 deaths in the latest week. A 
week earlier, it had reported 2,485 cases 
and 22 deaths. Throughout the pan­
demic it has reported 350,951 cases and 
4,115 deaths.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 50 
counties, with the best declines in Oak­
land County, with 2,200 cases from 
2,485 a week earlier; in Washtenaw 
County, with 694 cases from 976; and in 
Wayne County, with 3,241 cases from 
3,427.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly 
outbreaks on a per-person basis were in 
Keweenaw County with 331 cases per 
100,000 per week; Clinton County with 
315; and Dickinson County with 269.

The Centers for Disease Control 
states high levels of community trans­
mission begin at 100 cases per 100,000 
per week.

Adding the most new cases overall 
were Wayne County, with 3,241 cases;

Oakland County, with 2,200 cases; and 
Macomb County, with 1,758. Weekly 
case counts rose in 29 counties from the 
previous week. The worst increases 
from the prior week’s pace were in St. 
Clair, Grand Traverse and Montcalm 
counties.

In Michigan, 147 people were report­
ed dead of COVID-19 in the week ending 
Sunday. In the week before that, 196 
people were reported dead.

A total of 2,821,489 people in Michi­
gan have tested positive for the corona­
virus since the pandemic began, and 
38,464 people have died from the dis­
ease, Johns Hopkins University data 
shows.

In the United States 96,070,980 peo­
ple have tested positive and 1,056,416 
people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity coronavirus data, cases and deaths 
for the Michigan Department of Correc­
tions and the Federal Correctional Insti­
tution separately from Michigan coun­
ties.

Michigan's COVID-19 hospital 
admissions staying flat

USA TODAY analyzed federal hospi­
tal data as of Sunday, Sept. 25. Likely 
COVID patients admitted in the state:

• Last week: 1,227
• The week before that: 1,252
• Four weeks ago: 1,274
Likely COVID patients admitted in 

the nation:
• Last week: 55,707
• The week before that: 55,506
• Four weeks ago: 64,244
Hospitals in 13 states reported more

COVID-19 patients than a week earlier, 
while hospitals in 20 states had more 
COVID-19 patients in intensive-care 
beds. Hospitals in 25 states admitted 
more COVID-19 patients in the latest 
week than a week prior, the USA TODAY 
analysis of U.S. Health and Human Ser­
vices data shows.

The USA TODAY Network is publish­
ing localized versions of this story on its 
news sites across the country.

Muhammad Al-Tantawi represented himself during his Sept. 21 sentencing 
hearing, which was streamed over Zoom, shelby tankersley/hometownlife.com

Sentenced
Continued from Page 1A

Raucous sentencing hearing 
lasts for hours

Having waived his right to an attor­
ney at a hearing in August, Al-Tantawi 
represented himself Sept. 21. The sen­
tencing took roughly four hours, with 
most of the event featuring Al-Tanta- 
wi’s lengthy list of challenges and dis­
agreements with the prosecution’s case.

Al-Tantawi, who appealed his sen­
tence minutes after it was read, objected 
the relevance of information gathered at 
the time of the murder when he was still 
a teen. He also claimed he’s been dis­
criminated against because he’s Mus­
lim and the son of Syrian immigrants.

Previously, Al-Tantawi’s lawyer at 
the time appealed that informationT 
gathering process to the Michigan Su­
preme Court, but the information police 
gathered during the initial investigation 
was deemed admissible.

Having spent five years in jail, Al- 
Tantawi argued his more recent past 
should play a bigger role in the judge’s 
decision.

“There is no way this is more relevant 
than the last five years I’ve had,” he said.

Anderson denied most of Al-Tanta­
wi’s challenges, which included him 
asking to remove information from po­

lice reports and his own descriptions of 
what happened in 2017. The judge said 
she’d never sat through a four-hour sen­
tencing before.

“I sat through a trial,” Anderson said. 
“I’ve sat through five years of this case. I 
am more intimately familiar with the 
facts of this case than anyone other than 
the prosecution and yourself.”

Family dynamics come out 
in impact statements

Aya Al-Tantawi, one of the convicted 
man’s two younger sisters, read a victim 
impact statement from her mother’s 
family back in Syria, where Huranieh 
and her husband, who she had been in

the process of divorcing at the time of 
her death, are from.

“Nada was an amazing human who 
was kind and generous to those in her 
life,” the statement from Huranieh’s 
parents, brothers and sisters reads. 
“Her life ended in a treacherous and de­
spicable way. ... All we wish for is the 
court provides justice and holds him ac­
countable for his actions.”

Aya Al-Tantawi also read her own 
statement, noting the challenges grow­
ing up without her mother has brought. 
She also expressed forgiveness to her 
brother.

“I have to live with waking up every 
morning wondering when things are go­
ing to be OK,” she said.

Al-Tantawi’s father, Bassel Al-Tanta­
wi, also read part of a statement before 
Anderson stopped him. Anderson said 
the statement wasn’t an actual victim 
impact statement, but a defense of his 
son.

Huranieh and Bassel Al-Tantawi had 
been living apart for over a year at the 
time of her death. Bassel Al-Tantawi 
had pleaded no contest to a domestic vi­
olence charge regarding his wife and 
was wearing a GPS tether when she 
died.

John Skrzynski, the chief of litigation 
for the Oakland County Prosecutor’s of­
fice, said he thinks the evidence against 
Al-Tantawi was overwhelming, citing 
the jury’s brief deliberation, and 
pressed Anderson to convict him for 40- 
80 years.

“This man has got some problems 
with women.... My recommendation is 
40 to 80, and that’s to protect us all,” 
Skrzynski said.

Anderson noted that Muhammad Al- 
Tantawi seems to have planned the 
murder for at least three weeks before­
hand and has failed to show any re­
morse.

, “Listening the defendant this after­
noon has left me wondering who he 
views as the victim in this case,” she 
said. “I believe he sees himself as the 
victim and not his mother.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.

Voice
Continued from Page 1A

Over time, she slowly began to learn 
English from cartoons and children’s 
books in the library, then from her class­
es at the local high school where her 
husband had enrolled her as a sopho­
more.

By day, she went to classes and 
wished for invisibility in a sea of other 
teenagers. At home, she cooked and 
cleaned and steeled herself for the inev­
itable as her husband forced himself 
upon her every night.

Her first pregnancy ended in miscar­
riage. Her oldest son, Danny, was born 
in 1996, followed closely by Boo, Rosie, 
Noor and Mpe. Ayah, the youngest, now 
15, was bom during a second marriage.

All the while, she says in her book, 
her husband beat and raped her, called 
her vile names, controlled and manip­
ulated her. And all the while, even while 
sometimes wanting to die, she lived for 
her children.

Moving to Canton, Michigan

After a few more moves, both over­
seas and back to Phoenix, Odeh found 
herself living in Canton, where her hus­
band’s abusive, controlling behavior in­
tensified.

But one day, when she told her hus­
band something “was just not fair,” he 
became uncharacteristically calm.

In her book, she describes the mo­
ment she realized that, while she didn’t 
want to come to the U.S. in the first 
place, she didn’t want to leave:

“He looked me over as if he were ex­
amining a sick goat in his flock. ‘Not 
fair? You think Vm not fair? What 
makes you think you can tell me what is 
fair? Who told you that you can think? 
That is my job, and I thinkyou are start­
ing to learn things I don’t want you to 
know. American women tell their hus­
bands what is fair and what is not fair. 
Maybe I should send you and the chil-
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One of several photos In her memoir 
shows a 16-year-old Mia Odeh on the 
day of her arranged marriage to a man 
nearly twice her age.
COURTESY OF MIA ODEH

dren back overseas.’
“And with a flash of understanding, I 

knew I could not take my children back 
to that place, where all my choices 
would begone. All of their choices would 
begone. That place where my daughters 
would grow up to become slaves to their 
husbands. That place where my boys 
would be taught to believe they deserved 
to have wives who were nothing more 
than slaves. I knew that, for the first 
time in my life, I had to fight back.”

And that was the turning point. 
That’s when the police got involved.

During the first encounter at her 
home, when the police told her that, no, 
they would not take her children be­
cause she “disobeyed her husband,” she 
began to see a small glimmer of hope for 
a life without him.

“The Canton Police were one of the 
first that opened up my eyes to see that 
can be different,” she said.

In her book, she refers to them as he­
roes.

Help for victims 
of domestic violence

“It’s humbling as an organization to 
see the impact our officers have and

their work with victims of domestic vio­
lence ” said Canton Police Chief Chad 
Baugh, noting his department has re­
ceived close to 300 calls related to do­
mestic violence so far this year. “It’s 
wonderful to see the outcome of Mia’s 
life as .she was able to recover and over­
come such a horrible situation, but sad 
that there’s many people who may be 
experiencing something like that now. 
We just encourage those people to come 
forward, wherever they live.”

At First Step, a Plymouth-based non­
profit organization aimed at eliminating 
both domestic and sexual violence and 
providing comprehensive services to in­
dividuals and families impacted by 
these crimes in Wayne County, Execu­
tive Director Lori Kitchen-Buchel said 
help and hope are abundant.

“Our job is to believe survivors and to 
remove barriers to their safety and secu­
rity,” Kitchen-Buchel said.

That can include anything from pro­
viding literature in English, Spanish and 
Arabic to bringing in translators, pro­
viding specific cultural or lifestyle re­
sources, and whatever is necessary to 
meet a vast array of individual needs.

The organization provides emergen­
cy shelter, transitional housing, legal 
assistance, counseling, and advocacy 
services, operating with a $4 million an­
nual budget and providing services to 
more than 6,000 survivors in Wayne 
County every year.

“We always meet the survivor for 
who they are, for their own identity, and 
remove barriers to what they need and 
what they are seeking,” Kitchen-Bus- 
chel said.

A 24-hour crisis hotline can be 
reached at 734-722-6800.

Building a new life

After Odeh left her husband in 2006, 
things got easier, in some ways. While 
she was no longer being abused, every 
day was a struggle financially. At times, 
she was homeless with five children, liv­
ing in a tent while she worked a variety 
of jobs.
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“You got all those kids looking up to 
you to survive,” she said. “I was new 
here. It’s not like I knew the system or 
knew where to go or had friends or any­
body to kind of lean on. I lived for years 
with none of that.

“All those times it seemed like we 
were never going to get anywhere, I 
asked myself, ‘Why do we even exist? 
Why are we here?’ I’m seeing my kids 
suffer and struggle from one place to an­
other and I’m a mom and I don’t know 
what I’m doing half of the time. Every­
thing is hard. Every time you fix one 
thing, something else falls apart.

“To consider everything they went 
through and the people they are now, 
that’s God’s greatest gift for me. I am so 
proud of them.”

In 2006, Mia Odeh became a United 
States citizen. Today, she is gainfully 
employed, and working on a degree in 
criminal justice. She hopes one day to 
help other women facing domestic vio­
lence. Although she still struggles with 
confidence and self-esteem, she said, 
she counts taking that first step to leave 
among her biggest accomplishments.

“Go to a shelter and don’t look back,” 
she said. “When those guys abuse you 
and beat you up, they really destroy 
your self-esteem and you feel like you 
really cannot do it. If I can do it - and I 
was with five kids and I wasn’t bom here 
and didn’t know nothing - if I can do it, 
you can do it.

“I’m not going to say it was easy. It 
will take time. But it will be worth it. 
Don’t ever give up on yourself. You de­
serve to be happy.”

Last she heard, her former husband 
was back in Palestine with a new wife.

Odeh will host a presentation and 
book signing at the Plymouth Canton 
Book Fest, held at the Plymouth Arts & 
Recreation Center, 650 Church St., 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 2.

“Mia’s Odyssey: Taking Back My 
Soul,” by Mia Odeh and Mike Bell, is 
available to buy on Amazon.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221- 
8143.
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Whether you live in Plymouth or nearby, we're proud to bring comprehensive care to all our neighbors, all 

one roof. From primary care and specialty care—including cardiology, orthopedics and neurology—to 

easily accessible ER, our new facility was built just for you. And it's just a few minutes down the roac
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See some of the best haunted houses in metro Detroit
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Who doesn’t enjoy a good spook dur­
ing Halloween season? Well, you don’t 
have to go far from home to get a dose of 
terror in metro Detroit.

Here are some of our picks for grow­
nups to get terrified this Halloween sea­
son. Note that the attractions listed are 
either specifically for adults or recom­
mend parents leave children under the 
age of 13 at home.

Find the secret bars at HUSH 
Haunted Attraction in Westland

HUSH, at 37550 Cherry Hill Road, is 
shaking things up a little this fall.

Guests can find three secret bars 
while they traverse the three-story 
haunted house, taking a break from the 
terror and enjoying an adult beverage. 
The bars are named Voodoo Blues, Ex­
pedition Base Camp and Von Rose Dis­
tillery. Select crew members will have 
tokens on hand granting access to the 
bars ... if you can find them. People can 
also purchase a $10 ticket add on for 
guaranteed access to all three.

Bars are, of course, only available to 
visitors age 21 or older.

HUSH is also debuting an axe throw­
ing attraction with its own food and 
drink menu. Both attractions are open 
on select dates between Sept. 30 and 
Nov. 6. Tickets start at $19.99.

Brave Michigan's most famous 
haunted house in Pontiac: Erebus

Erebus is perhaps the most well- 
known haunted house in Michigan. The 
four-story attraction has long been con­
sidered one of the largest and best 
haunted houses in the United States.

The attraction, located at 18 South 
Perry St. in Pontiac, takes people 
through a half mile of terror throughout 
four floors. Erebus is so scary that if s lit­
tered with emergency exits and is not 
recommended for kids. The first 200 
people to make it through every night 
receive a t-shirt for their bravery.

Erebus is open for the season and for 
most days in October. Ticket prices vary 
between $20 and $35 depending on the 
day.

Take in a haunted version 
of the Birmingham 8 theater

Instead of screening the horror 
movies people expect from a movie 
theater around Halloween, the Birming­
ham 8 is transforming into a haunted at­
traction this fall.

The theater at 211S. Old Woodward is 
hosting “Ghosts on the Balcony” 
throughout October. Visitors will trek 
throughout the building that’s been 
transformed into a haunted house, in­
cluding to areas that are usually closed 
to the public. The day-time version will 
be friendly to all ages, while nighttime 
hours will be limited to adults.

“Ghosts on the Balcony” begins Sept. 
28 and runs through October. Tickets 
start at $20.

Visit the ‘relentless’
Scream Machine in Taylor

The Scream Machine, located at 23131 
Ecorse Road in Taylor, is another asy­
lum-themed haunted house. The attrac­
tion also features two five-minute es­
cape rooms.

Visitors can expect about 20 minutes

of fright. If the many positive reviews 
are anything to go by, the Scream Ma­
chine is indeed frightening. Parents are 
asked to use discretion when bringing 
children, as visitors who don’t complete 
the attraction do not receive a refund.

Scream Machine is open on week­
ends Sept. 23 through Nov. 5. Ticket 
prices range from $20 to $27 depending 
on the day.

Experience a scary spin 
on local history at Eloise Asylum 
in Westland

The old asylum at 30712 Michigan 
Avenue in Westland reopened last fall 
with a new purpose. Visitors can enjoy 
an asylum-themed haunted attraction, 
spooky escape rooms, paranormal tours 
and expeditions as well as historical 
tours at the building.

Eloise makes itself stick out from the 
competition with a “high-tech horrof’ 
approach that affect visitors’ senses. 
The asylum says its haunted house ex­
perience is like a scary version of what 
one might encounter at some Disney 
World attractions.

Eloise is open most weekends be­

tween Sept. 24 and Nov. 5. Tickets for 
the haunted attraction start at $44, and 
escape rooms cost $250 for a group of 
up to 10 people.

Have a scary summer camp 
experience at Deranged 
in Romulus

Visitors to Deranged, 35560 Goddard 
Road in Romulus, are immersed into a 
summer camp trip gone awry. People 
can expect to be terrorized by rabid ani­
mals, undead campers and whatever 
else decides to emerge from the woods.

Deranged has indoor and outdoor el­
ements, and visitors who are too terri­
fied to make it all the way through the 
attraction receive a refund. According to 
Deranged’s website, staff will “do what 
we can to scare you, within the legal lim­
its.”

The haunted house is open every 
weekend through Oct. 31 with additional 
days in the week leading up to Hallow­
een. Tickets start at $22.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@ shelby_tankk.

Quality Custom 
Table Pads

Bergers
TABLE PADS & TABLE CLOTH

UP to 50 OFF
SEPTEMBER ONLY SALE

Pads starting ^ 
as low as 139

... 1 > Gr ^ ; . \~:

Custom Table Cloth

PROTECT - PRESERVE
• Dining Table Pads
• Buffet Pads
• Coffee & End Table Pads
• Piano Pads
• Pool Table Pads
• Conference Table Pads
• Table Paddies
• Table Extenders
• Custom Table Clothes

Table Extender

EXTEND

100% Made in the USA Save by buying Factory Direct

Use Promo Code: USAToday
Toll Free : 947-233-1052

www.tablepads.com

New Floors
INCREASE YOUR HOME’S VALUE!
Fall is our favorite season to install new luxury vinyl 
floors in your home! The cooler temperatures and 

low humidity are great for installing wood floors this 

time of the year. Vinyl floors are stain and moisture 

resistant, easy to clean and maintain, and durable.

+
FLOOR COVERINGS

Book a Free In-Home Consultation!
947-600-7060 • bookfci.com

'Exclusions may apply. Each Franchise is a Locally Owned and Independently Operated Business.
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Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 • Sales Valid Sept 28 - Oct 4,2022

While Supplies Last • Prices Subject to Change.
-Driroit >firciprfy. !
* WIBIMEK >-

Sales Valid Sept 28 - Oct 4, 2022 
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE .

MON. - SAT. 
9 AM-8 PM 

SUN.
9 AM-7 PM

CHEF'S FEATURED 
CAKE

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$14"/lb.

FRESH FRUIT TART

JoesProduce.com

to Place Your 
Order Today!

LINDEMANS-750 
ALL VARIETALS

2/$12

19 CRIMES 

EXCLUDES CALI ROSE

%"/Ea.

ANGELINE- 
750 ML

$1299/ea.

PREMIUM FRESH 
WESTERN STYLE 
COUNTRY RIBS

FRESH
ATLANTIC SALMON 

FILLETS

$14"/lb.

MAHI
MAHI

FILLETS
$ 11 "/lb.

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ.

Joe’s Meat & Seafood
Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Areal
Butcher-cut and hand ground premium meats. Fresh flown-in fish and seafood daily.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
T-BONE STEAKS

$14"/lb.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND ROUND

*549/lb.

PREMIUM FRESH 
ALL NATURAL 
PORK STEAKS

$3"/lb.

PREMIUM FRESH 
ALL NATURAL 

CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS
$T19/lb.

’

ORANGE
ROUGHY
FILLETS

$13."/lb.

FRESH
CATFISH
FILLETS

S1099/lb.

COOKED
COCKTAIL SHRIMP 

31/40 CT.

*1 2"/lb.

RAW
EZ PEEL SHRIMP 

16/20 CT.

$1 2"/lb.

GERARD BERTRAND 
COTES DES ROSES 

-750 ML

$1899/ea.
STONE HEARTH BAKED DAILY 248-477-4311

Hours: 9 am - 6 pm, Closed Monday

Joe’s Gourmet
CATERING & EVENTS 

Your Key to 
Effortless Entertaining

/Pr (ff/cY So C-fOt//

Weddings, showers, 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

Visit us at:
JoesGourmetCatering.com

Call Laura at: 
248.477.4333

HOUSE-MADE 
FRENCH VIENNA

HOUSE-MADE
CHALLAH

APPLE
TURNOVERS

CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES

$549/ea. $5."/ea. $2"/ea. $249/ea.

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY! 
Visit ShopJoesproduce.com to Place Your Order Today!

Sales Valid Sept 28 - Oct 4,2021 • While Supplies Last • Prices Subject to Change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»



Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 • Sales Valid Sept 28 - Oct 4,2022

While Supplies Last • Prices Subject to Change.
tlctruit j
* WINNER *

Sales Valid Sept 28 - Oct 4,2022 
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ,

Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!

MT
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TO VIEW Om PMOIJCi SPECIALS

DEARBORN
BLACKFOREST

HAM

$649/lb.

m
DEARBORN
DEARBORN

ROAST
BEEF

DEARBORN OLDTYME
OVEN ROASTED COLBY OR COLBY JACK

CHEESE

S549/lb.

TOPROUND 
CORNED 

BEEF

$899/LB. $579/LB. $1 2 79/lLB.

TURKEY

$7"/lb.
M

■ Up

DEARBORN
BOLOGNA

REGULAR OR GARLIC

/ 8
I

JARLSBERG 
NORWAY SWISS 

WEDGES

FRENCH
RACLETTE

CHEESE

BEEMSTER
VLAKAAS
CHEESE

$i4"/lb. sis99/!LB. s7.99/EA.

JOE'S
REDSKIN POTATO 

SALAD

SOUTHERN
FRIED

CHICKEN

CHEESY
SCALLOPED
POTATOES

$849/iLB. «1049/LB. S749/lLB.

VEGGIE ROTINI SALAD

$849/lb.
SHRIMP & GRITS

$1049/lb.

TIRAMISU BACKROAD COUNTRY
PUFFCORN 8 OZ 

CARAMEL & CINNAMON

$699/lb. 93."/ea.

BULK
RAW

PECANS

$12"/lb.

ORGANIC
GALA

APPLES

ORGANIC 
RED & BLACK 

PLUMS

$299/lb.

ORGANIC
FINE

LEMONS

99</ea.

ORGANIC
ROMAINE
LETTUCE

*1.49/lb.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
PORTERHOUSE

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
T-BONE STEAKS

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUNDROUND

$14"/lb. s1499/lb. $5"/Lb.

FRESH
ATLANTIC SALMON 

FILLETS

ORANGE
ROUGHY
FILLETS

MAHI
MAHI

s14.99/lb. 913"/lb.
FILLETS

s1199/lb.

DELALLO CORTO KITCHEN
STUFFED MANZANILLA 100% EXTRA-VIRGIN READY BROTHS 

5.75 OZ. OLIVES OLIVE TOIL

91."/ea. s29"/ea. 2y$3.50

BONNE MAMAN 
PRESERVES

ALL VARIETIES

9449/ea.

NOSUGARADDED 
APPLE PIE 8"

NO SUGAR ADDED 
CHERRY PIE 8"

CHEF'S FEATURED

FRESH
FRUIT TART 9"

949/ea. 21,49/ea. 41"/ea.

JOE'S
FRENCH CR^ME 
COFFEE CAKES

TWO-BITE
BLUEBERRY

SCONES

JOE'S 
ASSORTED 

CAKE PARFAITS

s849/ea. s5."/ea. s649/ea.

JL ot 'flu

We are looking for all full, part time and seasonal positions. 
To join our award-winning team, apply in person or go to 
joesproduce.com/careers

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY! 
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to Place Your Order Today!
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Sales Valid Sept 28 - Oct 4,2022 • While Supplies Last • Prices Subject to Change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
*



Observer & Eccentric Media i Thursday, September 29, 2022 1 ib (CP) USA TODAY SPORTS

SPORTS

Livonia Franklin’s Cordell Mabins Jr. rushes during a game Sept. 23 at Westland John Glenn.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Franklin trails early against 
Westland, then rebounds

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It had the makings of a trap game.
Sandwiched in between matchups 

between Livonia Churchill and Livonia 
Stevenson was a Week 5 trip to West- 
land John Glenn.

The Livonia Franklin football team 
entered the week with a 4-0 record, and 
coach Chris Kelbert had just been recog­
nized as the Detroit Lions’ High School 
Coach of the Week.

The Rockets have been the league’s 
punching bag for a while now. It would 
have been easy to disregard them and 
get caught looking ahead to the Spar­
tans, especially with the Livonia City 
Championship on the line.

And preparing for John Glenn is a lot 
like Army or Navy week for college foot­
ball teams. Former state-champion Ot­
tawa Lake Whiteford coach Jason 
Mensing has installed his wing-T of­
fense at John Glenn.

You don’t see too many Division 1 or 2 
schools in Michigan running such an 
old-school system nowadays. And if a 
metro Detroit opponent is running the 
veer, it’s usually out of the shotgun a la 
what Urban Meyer did at Florida and 
Ohio State.

Coming in unprepared against the 
Rockets is a surefire way to get punched 
in the mouth. Just ask Churchill that.

Actually, you could also ask the 
fourth-ranked Patriots that as well.

See FRANKLIN, Page 2B
Livonia Franklin’s Dominic Simpson 
returns a punt.

Our top-10 
rankings 
for Week 6
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom is 
back with his weekly top-10 football 
rankings:

10. Novi (3-2,3-1 KLAA-West;
Last week: Unranked)

The Wildcats got just the bounce- 
back performance they needed by 
shutting out Canton in Week 5.

Plymouth should pose more of a 
test this week, but there’s no reason 
Novi cannot win its next two games 
and enter its Week 8 matchup against 
rival Northville with a 5-2 record.

On the line against the Mustangs 
will be rivalry bragging rights and 
playoff points, plus we’ll figure out just 
who is the second-best team in the 
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion-West behind Brighton.

9. South Lyon East (4-1, 3-1 LVC; 
Last week: Unranked)

The Cougars should win at least two 
of their next four games, which would 
tie the program record for most wins in 
a single season (6), something that 
hasn’t been doing since they went 6-5 
and played for a district championship 
in 2018.

An upset win over Milford or South 
Lyon, or a Round 1 playoff win, would 
put them at seven wins and make this 
year’s squad the winningest team in 
school history. The Cougars started 
playing football in 2008.

South Lyon East just needs to keep 
the injury bug away. It has already lost 
QB Nico Campo. It can’t afford to lose 
any of its other playmakers.

8. Milford (3-2, 2-2 LVC;
Last week: No. 6)

The Mavericks battled, just like 
South Lyon did in Week 1, but they 
couldn’t keep up with fourth-ranked 
Walled Lake Western’s high-scoring 
offense last week.

Two of their three next games will 
be just as challenging as they face 
three-star QB Kalieb Osborne and Wa­
terford Mott this week and South Lyon 
East in Week 8. But there’s no reason 
they shouldn’t win two or three of their 
final four regular-season games. This 
team is a playoff qualifier, for sure.

7. Northville (4-1, 3-1 
KLAA-West; Last Week: No. 5)

It doesn’t matter what happens the

See TOP 10, Page 4B



Our HS football 
picks for Week 6
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom 
picks the winners from the five biggest 
matchups of Week 5 of the MHSAA foot­
ball season. He went 5-0 picking games 
last week and is 20-5 on the season.

All games kick off at 7 p.m. Sept. 30 
unless noted otherwise.

Livonia Stevenson (3-2,3-1) 
at Livonia Franklin (5-0,4-0) 
(KLAA-East)

As much as I enjoy watching Livonia 
Stevenson QB ArJon Thompson com­
pete, I don’t think the Spartans keep up 
with rival Livonia Franklin.

The Patriots have been an elite team 
since going on their Division 2 state 
semifinal run a year ago.

Running back Cordell Mabins Jr. has 
been unstoppable. QB JD Bates has 
been the perfect game manager, and I 
mean that in a positive sense, not the 
negative way NFL game managers are 
talked about. He just doesn’t get Frank­
lin into trouble with sacks or intercep­
tions.

Tight end Drew Kelbert is one of the 
best blockers I’ve seen at that position, 
plus he can outrun defenses when given 
the chance. And Dominic Simpson is 
one of the most underrated players in 
the Kensington Lakes Activities Associ­
ation. Whether it’s returning kicks, in­
tercepting passes, making tackles, 
catching deep balls or carrying it on the 
ground, he’s been an incredible asset to 
his team. He reminds me of former Livo­
nia Churchill receiver Bailey Brooks.

I know I’ve left out some names from 
that list. If s not hard to do. Franklin is 
that talented. Heck, even kicker Griffin 
Nowack is a four-star recruit.

Congrats to the Patriots. The Livonia 
City Championship is yours for the first 
time in three seasons.

Folsom’s pick: Livonia Franklin 49, 
Livonia Stevenson 18.

Waterford Mott (4-1,3-1) 
at Milford (3-2, 2-2) (LVC)

The only bad thing you can say about 
Milford coach Andrew Micovich is this 
is his first year. He needs a little more 
time developing the program before the 
Mavericks can battle the Walled Lake 
Westerns and South Lyons of the world.

But the Mavericks are flirting with 
being an elite-level team. And they’ll get 
there as long as he’s roaming their side­
lines for the foreseeable future.

But how fast they become elite will 
depend on this matchup against Water­
ford Mott. A good team finds a way to 
slow down QB Kalieb Osborne and win 
the game. A great team shuts downs the 
three-star entirely.

That’s my challenge this week to the 
Mavericks, who have one of my favorite 
players in linebacker Wyatt Lesnew.

Folsom’s pick: Milford 34, Waterford 
Mott 28

South Lyon East (4-1,3-1) at 
Walled Lake Central (1-4) (LVC)

The Vikings are coming olf their first 
victory of the season, but the Cougars 
should have no problem earning the win 
in Week 6.

But thaf s not why I put this game in 
the picks. I just wanted to make space in 
the newspaper to congratulate QB Do­
minic Giovannini on a job well done.

The sophomore had a big ask this 
past week, and he lived up to the chal­
lenge.

South Lyon East lost starting QB Ni­
ce Campo to an injury against Walled 
Lake Western in Week 4. The senior 
has one of the strongest arms in the 
Lakes Valley Conference, and he had 
been playing well early on, even lead­
ing the Cougars to a 3-0 start for only 
the second time in school history.

Coach Jacob Topp tabbed Giovan­
nini as Campo’s replacement this past 
week. And all he did was go 8 of 13 
passing for 198 yards and three TDs 
while also rushing for another score on 
the ground during a 35-21 win at Paw 
Paw.

And going on the road against the 
Red Wolves and winning is no easy 
feat. Not only did Paw Paw have no 
trouble beating East a year ago but 
they also employ a full-house T of­
fense. It’s one of the toughest offenses 
to prepare for in just a week’s worth of 
practice. So it was imperative Giovan­
nini and the offense kept scoring 
points so the defense wouldn’t be play­
ing catch-up with the Red Wolves all 
afternoon.

Hats off to the rookie. This is a spe­
cial season for the Cougars.

Folsom’s pick: South Lyon East 38, 
Walled Lake Central 12.

Garden City (3-2,3-1) at Redford 
Union (5-0,4-0) (WWAC), 6 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 30

Garden City could very well be the 
toughest test the Panthers face until 
they meet Madison Heights Bishop Fo­
ley in the regular-season finale.

The Cougars have some talented 
players, especially with back Owen 
McGraw getting it done in several 
phases of the game. But they’re com­
ing off three-straight nailbiters, which 
featured cardiac comeback wins 
against Melvindale and Redford Thur­
ston.

Hanging on for dear life and hoping 
for a close-call victory late won’t cut it 
against Redford Union, which is a cut 
above the rest of the Western Wayne 
Athletic Conference.

If Garden City cannot keep up with 
the Panthers early on, expect Union to 
cruise to a win and get that much clos­
er to repeating as league champions.

Folsom’s pick: Redford Union 42, 
Garden City 20.

Warren De La Salle (4-1,1-1) at 
Detroit Catholic Central (4-1,1-0) 
(CHSL-Central), 1 p.m, Sunday, 
Oct. 2

If the Shamrocks pull off this upset, 
expect them to win the Catholic 
League-Central for the first time since 
2020 because there’s no way they’re 
losing to Orchard Lake St. Mary’s in 
Week 7.

And they should have a strong 
chance of beating the Pilots in the Boys 
Bowl.

Except for its rough second half 
against Chippewa Valley, Detroit 
Catholic Central has been great on of­
fense, utilizing several different play- 
makers to beat some of the top teams 
in Michigan, including Davison and 
DeWitt. And it did exactly what it 
needed to do to get past rival Brother 
Rice last week at Lawrence Tech Uni­
versity.

If linebacker Brayden Courser and 
his defense can keep Cincinnati QB 
commit Brady Drogosh out of the end 
zone, expect a big win for the Sham­
rocks.

Folsom’s pick: Detroit Catholic 
Central 31, Warren De La Salle 24.

@folsombrandonj

Five must-see matchups 
for Week 6 HS football
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom 
breaks down the five biggest match­
ups taking place during Week 6 of the 
MHSAA football season.

All games kick off at 7 p.m. Sept. 30 
unless noted otherwise.

Livonia Stevenson (3-2,3-1) 
at Livonia Franklin (5-0,4-0) 
(KLAA-East)

A win for the Patriots gives them the 
Livonia City Championship and a 6-0 
record as the fourth-ranked team in 
Division 2, according to Mick McCabe 
at the Detroit Free Press, will look to 
stay unbeaten when it meets No. 1- 
ranked Belleville in Week 8.

The Spartans need this victory as 
well as one over Livonia Churchill on 
Oct. 14 to claim the City title for them­
selves. But it’s clear they’re the under­
dog in this one.

Led by running back Cordell Ma­
bins Jr., who has 14 rushing touch­
downs in five weeks, Livonia Franklin 
is in that top tier of the Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association that in­
cludes Belleville, Brighton, Dearborn, 
Hartland and Northville. Livonia Ste­
venson is somewhere in the middle of 
the league.

For the Spartans to win this one, it’ll 
be a true upset. But, then again, this is 
a rivalry game. Anything can happen, 
so it wouldn’t be too surprising if QB 
ArJon Thompson put Stevenson on his 
back and carried them to a road victory 
under incredible duress from the Pa­
triots’ defense.

But expect a Franklin win here.

Walled Lake Northern (0-5,0-5) 
at White Lake Lakeland (2-3, 2-3) 
(LVC)

Yeah, the Knights are the worst 
.team in the league. But that doesn’t 
matter when it comes to this rivalry 
game. Only 2 miles of Bogie Lake Road 
separate these two schools, and 
there’s a lot on the line.

For the Eagles, they’re still rebuild­
ing after graduating so many talented 
seniors from a year ago. They’ve been 
competitive against the middle-of- 
the-pack teams, but they haven’t been 
able to keep up with the powerhouses 
such as Walled Lake Western and 
South Lyon. A win over Walled Lake 
Northern will give them confidence as 
they hope to get at least one more win 
before they close out the season with a 
tough schedule featuring South Lyon 
East, Carlson and Milford.

For the Knights, they’re yet to win a 
game, as they’ve even lost to Water­
ford Kettering, which has been one of 
the worst teams in the league since 
2014. This game might be their last 
chance to post a victory in 2022.

Waterford Mott (4-1,3-1) 
at Milford (3-2, 2-2) (LVC)

There’s no doubt the Lakes Valley 
Conference is the “Conference of 
Quarterbacks.”

There’s three-star Minnesota com­
mit Drew Viotto at Walled Laked West­
ern, state semifinalist Braden Fracassi 
at South Lyon and, until a recent inju­
ry, strong-armed Nico Campo at South 
Lyon East, just to name a few.

But both the Mavericks and Cor­
sairs have stellar signal callers as well.

Milford junior Ryan Allen is about 
as versatile as they come. He can get it 
done with his arm or even scoot for 
first downs on the ground and score 
with his feet. He accounted for three

Garden City’s Owen McGraw dives for a 
TD during a game against Redford 
Thurston on Sept. 23. tom beaudoin/ 
SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

TDs during last week’s 49-35 loss to 
Western.

And Mott junior Kalieb Osborne is 
just as good. The three-star dual-threat 
is the definition of basketball on grass. 
He already holds offers from Central 
Michigan University and Toledo, and 
he’ll likely be receiving more recruiting 
interest once the season wraps up.

Here’s hoping the scoreboard opera­
tor cracks their fingers and chugs some 
caffeine before this matchup starts. 
They’re going to be busy tallying all the 
touchdowns from these two QBs.

Garden City (3-2,3-1) at 
Redford Union (5-0,4-0) (WWAC),
6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 30

The Cougars are probably the West­
ern Wayne Athletic Conference’s last 
line of defense in stopping Redford 
Union from repeating as league champi­
ons.

Garden City has a dynamic runner in 
Owen McGraw, who totaled over 300 
all-purpose yards and three TDs in a 
close-call victory against Redford Thur­
ston last week.

The problem is the Panthers have 
Owen McGraws up and down their ros­
ter. Coach Ian Her has done a great job of 
developing his players into future col­
lege studs. He has several who will play 
at the next level, including three-star 
linebacker Jeremiah Alston, who’s com­
mitted to CMU. Don’t be surprised if a 
few of his offensive skill players end up 
somewhere at the Division II level, too.

Union is favored big in this one. If 
Garden City cannot keep up, expect the 
Panthers to win out to earn another 
WWAC championship).

Warren De La Salle (4-1,1-1) 
at Detroit Catholic Central (4-1, 
1-0) (CHSL-Central),
1 p.m, Sunday, Oct. 2

A year ago, the Shamrocks didn’t 
have any offensive answers in their 17-7 
loss to Warren De La Salle, the eventual 
D-2 state champions, despite lineback­
er Brayden Courser helping Detroit 
Catholic Central’s defense keep Cincin­
nati QB commit Brady Drogosh in check.

And that type of defensive effort is 
what it’s going to take for the Sham­
rocks to win the annual Boys Bowl.

Only this time they should have a bet­
ter time on offense. CC has been scoring 
in droves since its Weeklloss to Chippe­
wa Valley, and they’ve been using all 
sorts of different options to get it done. 
From QB Beau Jackson’s arm to backup 
Skyler Hunter’s legs and the tough run­
ning from Evan Haeger and Jaden Py- 
dyn. From Brady Blakita’s heads-up 
plays downfield to DJ Lee being a tall 
option for their QBs to find near the end 
zone.

The Pilots will be the favorite in this 
one, but don’t be shocked if the Sham­
rocks pull off the upset. They’re just a 
play here and a play there against the 
Big Reds from being 5-0 entering this 
matchup.

Franklin
Continued from Page IB

They got punched in the mouth early 
on Friday night.

John Glenn’s Xavier Spadacini recov­
ered a squib kick to open the game. And 
then the senior threw a 28-yard half­
back pass to Connor LeCourt for a 
touchdown.

Had Franklin’s Cordell Mabins Jr. not 
responded with a 1-yard rushing TD on 
the next drive, it might have gotten ugly 
for the Patriots, who had no answer for 
the oldest play in the wing-T playbook. 
Tyler Radley took a simple fullback trap 
59 yards to set up QB Nick Wetmore 
with a 5-yard TD run to the pylon to put 
the Rockets ahead, 12-7.

“We knew Jason was going to come 
with something out of the ordinary, run-

ning that toss pass and opening up with 
that,” Kelbert said. “We knew that was 
going to be in the playbook somewhere. 
It was the right call at the right time.”

Trailing by five points and with the 
Rockets picking up momentum, it 
would have been a good time for Frank­
lin to roll over and die. It would’ve been a 
good time to fall victim to the trap game.

The Patriots didn’t. There was just 
too much on the line.

For one, Kelbert and Mensing were 
teammates at Adrian College back in the 
day. Plus, two of Kelbert’s assistants 
were on that team. They didn’t want to 
lose to their old college buddy.

For two, Franklin has worked too 
hard to get to where they’re at right now. 
They’re coming off a state semifinal run 
in 2021

And for three, well, actually, it’d be 
easier if Mabins Jr. explained that one to 
you:

“We want to win a state champion­
ship,” the senior running back said. 
“We’re undefeated right now, and we 
want to get it going, keep it rolling. We 
don’t like losing....

“You wake up early mornings. You 
have late nights. And you just put the 
work in. You run hills. You get in the 
weight room. You work with your team 
and get team chemistry. It’s all off-sea­
son, and that showed tonight.”

On the ensuing possession, Mabins 
Jr. broke off a 55-yard run that set up 
himself for an eventual 1-yard plunge to 
put Franklin ahead once and for all.

What trap game?
Mabins Jr. went on to rush 25 times 

for 240 yards and five touchdowns en 
route to pushing the Patriots to a 51-32 
victory over the Rockets.

A pair of interceptions from Dominic 
Simpson, including a 53-yard pick-six, a 
44-yard field goal from four-star kicker

* A, A ■

Griffin Nowack and a 40-yard TD run by 
Michael Wesley iced the win.

“At halftime, we just told the kids that 
we’ve got to keep battling,” Kelbert said. 
“Offensively, we were able to move the 
ball for most of the game. We just had to 
get a little more physical with them in 
the second half.”

Mabins Jr., who’s 5-foot-ll and 200 
pounds, also had TD runs of 1,18 and 7 
yards.

“He wears on you,” Kelbert said. “Late 
in the game, when you tackle him, it 
hurts to come up and tackle him. As the 
game progresses, it really wears on de­
fenses. And he just gets stronger and 
stronger as the game goes. He’s been 
tremendous for us all season long.”

It’s been three seasons since Franklin 
(5-0, 4-0) last won the City champion­
ship outright. A win over visiting Ste­
venson (3-2, 3-1) snaps that streak this 
week.
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Four questions going into Week 6 HS football
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom asks 
the important questions entering 
Week 6 of the Michigan high school 
football season.

Can the Eagles finally win a game?

Bedford Thurston had the game won 
last Friday night.

The Eagles led Garden City 21-14 and 
just needed to chum out the final few 
minutes left on the scoreboard to win 
their first game in the post-Bob Snell 
era. Instead, they fumbled the ball, 
which Garden City’s Nic Emond recov­
ered, and gave the Cougars one final op­
portunity to pull off the comeback win.

And the Cougars did. Owen McGraw 
scored his third TD of the evening to 
make it a 21-20 score with 58 seconds 
left. And then coach Thomas Michalsen 
called the senior’s number again on the 
two-point conversion attempt.

Garden City won, 22-21 It was the 
second-straight week Thurston lost a 
game by that score.

“I feel like we should be 2-3 right now 
if things would’ve gone our way,” first- 
year coach An twain White said. “Had 
we had the proper off-season, we’d 
probably be 4-1 right now.”

And that right there has been the is­
sue for the 0-5 Eagles.

Snell retired following last school 
year after 34 seasons leading the pro­
gram. They didn’t replace him with 
White, a 2002 Thurston graduate and 
one of Snell’s former players, until one 
week before the season started.

What’s more, White entered the fall 
as the only coach on his staff with varsi­
ty experience. Many of his assistants, 
whom he’s thankful to have, didn’t have 
anything higher than JV coaching expe­
rience. He hasn’t even had time to 
recruit support staff members such as a 
stat keeper.

He’s put as much focus as he can on 
developing his players instead.

“We’ve lost at the last second the last 
two weeks, which has been unfortu­
nate,” White said. “But we look a lot bet­
ter than we were in Week 1 (during a 
56-0 loss to North Branch).”

Thurston has won just two games 
over the past three years.

So why would White even want this 
gig?

“A lot of these kids are leaving here 
having won only one or two games their 
whole careers,”. White said. “I hadn’t 
been that close to the program since I 
graduated from here, but I came back 
last year as a volunteer. When I heard 
Snell was leaving, a lot of the alumni 
guys and people around the program 
called me up and told me to apply for the 
job.”

And White might be just the guy to 
turn around the program. He’s got an 
extensive coaching history, which in­
cludes developing some of the best col­
lege recruits to come out of metro De­
troit. He’s coached John Kelly Jr, (Ten­
nessee/Cleveland Browns), Lew Nich­
ols (Central Michigan University) and 
Mike Weber (Ohio State) at his various 
coaching stops, which include the De­
troit Police Athletic League, Sound 
Mind Sound Body and Belleville. And he 
specializes in coaching running backs.

“I’m all in. I’m part of the alumni, and 
I’m here for the long haul,” White said. 
“The future is so bright at Thurston....

“Technically, right now, the season is 
over, as far as the playoffs, even if we ran 
the table. But we have tough games with 
Swartz Creek and that team up north, 
up the street (Bedford Union) coming 
up. I just want to get as much film as 
possible for my seniors so I can get them 
in college if they desire to play at that 
level. The rest of our focus is really just 
building the foundation.”

Thurston has four games remaining, 
including winnable matchups against 
Dearborn Heights Bobichaud and Bom- 
ulus over the next two weeks.

A win Week 8 game against rival 
Union (5-0, 4-0 WWAC) might be too 
much of an ask for the Eagles at this 
point, however.

“We’re hoping to capture a couple of 
wins before that game and go in there 
with confidence,” White said. “Are they 
leaps and bounds better than us? No. 
But they are the standard in this league. 
It’ll be a tough task, but we’re happy to 
give them a battle.

“I’m not saying we’re going to win, 
but I’m not saying we’re just going to 
lose either.”

What kind of legacy will the 
Rockets’ seniors leave behind?

For over a half-hour following last 
Friday’s loss to Livonia Franklin, first- 
year Westland John Glenn coach Jason 
Mensing and QB Nick Wetmore sat on 
the bench outside the Bockets’ locker 
room and talked.

Hometown Life didn’t eavesdrop on 
the conversation. But it was likely the 
most-important conversation either 
will have this entire season.

The Bockets (2-3, 2-2) weren’t ex­
pected to be much in 2022, despite 
stealing Mensing from Division 8 pow­
erhouse Ottawa Lake Whiteford. But 
they’ve already won two more games 
than anyone outside the city of West- 
land expected them to win through five 
weeks.

And, twice, they’ve had teams from 
Livonia on the ropes but were unable to 
land that final knockout punch.

What were Mensing and Wetmore 
talking about? Who knows. It doesn’t 
matter. But Wetmore is a consummate 
leader and one of the best teammates a 
football player could ask for. He rallies 
the team on the sideline when the de­
fense is on the field. He congratulates 
his buddies after big plays. He picks 
them up after bad ones.

Assuming Mensing stays at John 
Glenn for the long haul, this year’s team 
will be looked at as the cornerstone, the 
one that helped the program return to a 
Chuck Gordon-level of prestige around 
metro Detroit.

Seniors such as Wetmore, Xavier 
Spadacini, Dylan Moore and so many 
others are too proud to let the Bockets 
stumble through the finish line. They 
might not make the playoffs, but they’re 
going to give every opponent their best 
shot. Whether it’s a four-win season or a 
six-loss effort, none of that matters. 
Only what kind of legacy these seniors 
leave behind for the future Bockets will 
matter.

How will the Mustangs respond 
after losing their first game?

Northville is about to learn more 
about itself following last week’s 17-14 
loss to Brighton than it did from its four 
wins to open the season combined.

Losing how the Mustangs did to the 
Bulldogs is about as close to real life as it 
gets.

Northville lost starting QB Luca Prior 
to injury. But it battled back.

It got in position to knot the score at 
17. But the Bulldogs blocked the game- 
tying field goal attempt.

It’s unlikely Brighton loses over the 
next three weeks. It should represent 
the Kensington Lakes Activities Associ­
ation-West in the league championship 
in Week 9.

So what do the Mustangs have left to 
play for now? Themselves.

It’s time for them to pick themselves 
up off the mat . and battle back again. 
Playoff points still need to be earned. A 
rivalry win over Novi is a must. It’s won 
eight games in a single season only five 
times since 2000. That’s still on the ta­
ble.

Which Mustangs team shows up 
next week against Salem?

Can the Black Hawks send out 
CJ Jackson in style?

One year after putting together a 9-0 
regular season and winning the Oak­
land Activities Association-Blue, it 
doesn’t look like Bloomfield Hills will 
make the playoffs.

The Black Hawks (1-4, 1-2) opened 
2022 on a four-game losing streak. And 
they have tough matchups against 
Southfield A&T (and its three-star QB 
Isaiah Marshall), Harper Woods and 
Oxford up next. The wins are going to be 
hard to come by, though it wouldn’t be 
surprising if they defeated North Far­
mington (1-4,1-2 OAA-Blue) in the reg­
ular-season finale.

But a 2-7 record isn’t how Bloomfield 
Hills should send out QB CJ Jackson. 
The senior has meant too much to the 
program. He’s their vocal leader. He’s 
their dual-threat bailing them out of 
tough third-and-long scenarios. And 
he’s the one helping guys such as Aaron 
Zekman and Jace Beed score on big 
plays.

Can the Black Hawks upset a few of 
these better teams over the next few 
weeks and give Jackson a more-deserv­
ing swan song?

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in for Hometown Life.
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We Move
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contents! Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you covered.
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so you can rest assured your 
things are dry and safe
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Hear niorlf 
Do more. 
Live more.

Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a quiet 
conversation, or a secret meant for your ears only, your 
hearing is important - the team at Hear Michigan is 
dedicated to providing exceptional hearing solutions to 
suit your needs, lifestyle, and budget.

“Very friendly, competent staff. On-time and 
efficient. Thank you!!'’

- J, Canode

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

| 31160 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, Ml 48154

Hear Michigan
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30128 Harper Ave., #1 
#1, St. Clair Shores, 

MI 48082
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Riverview, Ml 48193
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Helping you hear better.
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Detroit Catholic Central’s Evan Haeger rushes during a game against Chippewa 
Valley on Aug. 25. brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Continued from Page IB

rest of the season in the Hometown Life 
region. No team will lose in such a heart­
breaking fashion as the Mustangs just 
did against Brighton.

Starting QB Luca Prior went out with 
an injury. And their effort to knot the 
score at 17 was spoiled as well.

Brighton blocked their game-tying 
field goal attempt in the waning mo­
ments and, in the process, stole sole 
rights to first place in the KLAA-West 
standings.

Unless the Bulldogs are upset in the 
next three weeks, Northville has noth­
ing to play for except playoff points and 
rivalry bragging rights against Novi in 
Week 8. Their league title hopes are 
dashed.

6. Detroit Country Day 
(3-1; Last week: No. 10)

The Yellowjackets should be as fresh 
as can be entering Week 6, as they’re 
coming off a bye week, the fourth time 
they’ve had one on their schedule in the 
past five seasons.

They welcome Flint Powers Catholic, 
which shouldn’t be too much of a test for 
Detroit Country Day. Expect the Yellow- 
jackets to pick up a big win and get one 
more step closer to securing a playoff 
spot.

5. Birmingham Seaholm (5-0,2-0 
OAA-Blue; Last week: No. 8)

With Farmington losing to Troy a 
week ago, that means the only team 
standing in the Maples’ way of winning 
the Oakland Activities Association- 
Blue are the Colts, who were the divi­
sion’s runner-ups a year ago.

This Week 6 matchup should be a 
good one. Troy has given up just 38 
points through five weeks. Birmingham 
Seaholm is averaging 37.2 points per 
game. It’ll be interesting to see which 
side of the ball prevails, the Maples’ of­
fense or the Colts’ defense?

4. Bedford Union (5-0,4-0 WWAC; 
Last week: No. 4)

The Panthers need a win this week 
over Garden City and a win next week 
against Melvindale to clinch at least a

share of the Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference championship. It’s likely 
they’ll win both games as well as beat 
rival Bedford Thurston in Week 8 to go 
undefeated in the league and repeat as 
WWAC champs.

Though, the Cougars won’t be an 
easy out. Led by do-all 'back Owen 
McGraw, Garden City has been playing 
well. If you see me roaming the sidelines 
of this one, say hi. Hometown Life is 
covering this must-see matchup.

3. Livonia Franklin (5-0,4-0 
KLAA-East; Last week: No. 3)

The Patriots should beat Livonia Ste­
venson and win the Livonia City Cham­
pionship this week. And they’ll have no 
problem beating rebuilding Dearborn 
Fordson the following week.

The big question is how will they fare 
against defending state champion Bell- 
ville in Week 8? The Tigers are the top- 
ranked team in Michigan, regardless of

division, and they have the No. 1-rated 
sophomore QB in the country in Bryce 
Underwood.

The only team to beat Belleville a year 
ago was Livonia Churchill, which had its 
fair share of studs up and down the ros­
ter. Well, Livonia Franklin has several 
studs this season. If the Patriots can pull 
off the upset, it wouldn’t be unthinkable 
to expect them to compete for a Division 
2 state title.

2. South Lyon (4-1, 3-1 LVC;
Last week: No. 2)

The Lions’ defense shut out White 
Lake Lakeland a week ago. And they’ll 
likely shut out Waterford Kettering and 
Walled Lake Northern, the two worst 
teams in the Lakes Valley Conference, 
over the next two weeks.

So that’s my challenge to the South 
Lyon defense: Can you post three- 
straight doughnuts ahead of your Week 
8 matchup against Waterford Mott?

Backup quarterback Isaac Pace moved 
Northville in position for a tying field 
goal attempt, which was blocked in a 
17-14 loss to Brighton on Sept. 23.
TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

Come on, Simeon Mardossian. Get the 
boys ready. I want to see this happen.

1. Detroit Catholic Central (4-1,1-0 
CHSL-Central; Last Week: No. 1)

The Boys Bowl will tell us just how 
good the Shamrocks are this season.

They’ve posted big wins against Da­
vison and DeWitt. They’ve taken care of 
business against Detroit U-D Jesuit and 
Brother Rice. And they were a scuffed 
second half away from upsetting Chip­
pewa Valley.

The Detroit Free Press ranked Detroit 
Catholic Central No. 10 in D-lthis week. 
If it upsets Warren De La Salle, last 
year’s D-2 state champions, it’ll be 
climbing those rankings relatively 
quickly.

Out of the top-10 rankings: Far­
mington (3-2, 2-1 OAA-Blue), Birming­
ham Groves (3-2, 2-1 OAA-White).

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports for Hometown Life.

FSM
A Groundworks’ Company

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007 <Angi

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
Our Limited-Time 
FINANCING OFFER!

NO PAYMENTS &
0%

INTEREST
for 12 MONTHS

gi
i % KURTIS

KITCHEN & BATH

siiiiisii*
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er

15% OFF
BXPRESS BATHROOM 

REMODEL
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

ll

EXPRESS BATHROOMS
by i % KURTIS

^ KITCHEN & BATH

* Subject to credit approval. Interest Is billed during the 
promotional period but all interest is waived If the purchase 

amount is paid in full within 12 months. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers, offer expires 09/30/2022.

+ Easy Financing
+ Nationally-backed 

Transferable Warranties

• PREMIUM SELECTION OF AMERICAN MADE 
MATERIALS FROM INDUSTRY LEADING BRANDS

• HIGH PRIORITY SCHEDULING WITH EXPEDITED 
INSTALLATION

• AFFORDABLY PRICED

Call for a FREE INSPECTION

(248) 973-1215
CALL TO SET UP A CONSULTATION

248-450-6253



Hartland’s Joey Mattord scored six touchdowns, five on the ground and one on a 
punt return, in a 48-20 victory over Plymouth.
TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

Hartland’s Mattord scores 
6 TDs in win over Plymouth

them. He did his Joey Mattord stuff. He 
looked good tonight. He ran hard, found 
some lanes and took advantage of 
them.”

Backup quarterback Jacob Ross 
scored Hartland’s other touchdown late 
in the game on a 10-yard run.

Tight end Jaxson Wilson caught four 
passes for 107 yards.

“The way they were lined up on the 
tight end, we were able to use the tight 
end a little tonight,” Savage said.

In the last two games, Plymouth al­
lowed only nine points in a shutout of 
Canton and a 9-0 loss to Howell.

“They obviously have got some good 
athletes,” Savage said. “We definitely 
didn’t take them lightly. It was a pretty 
good week of practice.”

Hartland will make the short trip 
west on M-59 to visit Howell next Fri­
day.

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HARTLAND — Hartland running 
back Joey Mattord became the first Liv­
ingston County football player in eight 
years to score six touchdowns in a game 
Friday night in a 48-20 victory over Ply­
mouth.

Mattord ran 15 times for 172 yards and 
five touchdowns. He also took a punt 42 
yards for a touchdown.

Brighton running back Joey Clifford 
was the last county player to reach the 
end zone six times, rushing for six 
touchdowns against Waterford Ketter­
ing on Oct. 17, 2014.

“He did a great job,” Hartland coach 
Brian Savage said. “Our offensive line, it 
was probably one of their better games. 
Joey did a great job running behind

LeafGuard® Is guaranteed never to clog or we’ll clean It for free 

Q Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine needles and debris 

0 Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters 

0 Durable, all-weather tested system. Not a flimsy attachment

Call now for your free estimate! 248.372.9939 (Financing available):

'Guaranteed not to dog tor as long as you own your home or we will dean your gutters for free.

; i&<x:KNTim ‘

PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
NOTICE OF NON-DISCRHVHNATORY 

POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
Plymouth Christian Academy admits students of any race, 
color, sex, height, weight, or national origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or 
made available to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, height, or weight, in administration of its 
educational policies, admission policies, athletic and other 
school administered programs.

Publish: September 29, 2022 LO-0008789764 2x2

City of Plymouth
Planning Commission Public Hearing Notice 

Wednesday, October 12, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.
City Hall & Online Zoom Webinar 

201 S. Main Street Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
Website: www.plvmouthmi.gov Phone: (734) 453-1234 ext. 232

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Wednesday, October 12,2022, 
at 7:00 P.M. located at City Hall and on an online Zoom webinar to consider the following:

SP22-06: 330 S. Main Special Land Use and Site Plan Review
All interested persons are invited to attend.

In comphance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will provide 
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired 

and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to individuals 
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by writing or calling

the following:
Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 

201 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 234

Publish: September 29,2022 100008789788 3x3

Mayflower Towing
1179 Starkweather St., Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-459-0053 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

OCTOBER 6, 2022 @ 10AM
YEAR MAKE MODEL VIN
2010 TOYOTA VENZA 4T3ZA3BB1AU023157
2006 JEEP CRD CHEROKEE 1J4GR48K96C367577
2008 FORD F-150 1FTPW14V98KB19058
2006 DODGE DURANGO 1D4HB58286F173872
2004 HYUNDAI SONATA KMHWF25S54A915954
2007 CHEVROLET IMPALA 2G1WT58K679195454
2001 FORD MUSTANG 1FAFP40481F238697
2004 SATURN VUE 5GZCZ63404S863863
2008 DODGE AVENGER 1B3LC56K28N298738
2005 FORD TAURUS 1FAFP53U55A298084
2012 CHEVROLET IMPALA 2G1WG5E36C1254366
2010 DODGE GRD CARAVAN 2D4RN6DX7AR455585
2018 CHEVROLET MALIBU 1G1ZD5ST9JF268164
2008 PONTIAC G5 1G2AL18F887197307
1989 SUNLINE CAMPER 1S411E000K1262312
2008 DODGE AVENGER 1B3LC46K88N647492
2011 CHEVROLET MALIBU 1G1ZA5E16BF301416
2008 TOYOTA PRIUS JTDKB20U283390465
2013 CADILLAC ATS 1G6AA5RA7D0167104
2008 CHEVROLET MALIBU 1G1ZJ57758F270959
2008 FORD ESCAPE 1FMCU931X8KA57392
2017 FORD FUSION 3FA6P0D90HR202417

Publish: September 29, 2022 L00008789743

IT'S MORE THAN JUST A BATH

v/ Enjoy peace of mind with Innovative safety features 
>/ Immerse yourself in spa-like hydrotherapy at home 
y/ Enhance your bathing routine with a Shower Package

INSTALLED IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(g) (313) 241-9116
«Offer ends September 30,2022. Participating dealers only. Not available In AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suttollc Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of 
Buffalo, NY. SI ,000 off average price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be 
combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local denier for financing details.‘Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the 
promoUonal period but ell Interest Is waived if the purchase omount Is paid before the expiration of tiro promotional period. There Is no 
minimum monthly payment required during tha promotional period. Financing tor GreenSky® consumer loan programs Is provided by 
federally Insured, equal .opportunity lender banks. NMLS 41416362GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans 
extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services (rom participating merchants. Participating lenders 
are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreonSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC 
services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.
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Earning a livingFIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight fine. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
21 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
©australianwordgames.com.au

M H

Air force Earn Pilot
Army Epic Quit
Astronomer Film Rhythm
Bar staff Fine Ringer
Beautiful Fitter Sack
Buyer Gardener Sales
Char Grazier Systems analyst
Chef Grocer Task
Conductor Hired Taxi
Cook Hustler Trade
Counsellor Landscape Typist
Depot Maid
Diver Nursery nurse
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TODAY’S ANSWER
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R E N E D R A G B P ACROSS 61 Get out of 10 Common Slavic 34 Soldier-to-be
1 F u L N R A E U L 1 Barbershop 62 Dwindle name program

A A c i- T c v c service 63 Needing nothing 11 Coconut 36 Ballet wear
A N A o IV1 t 1 b Y b 6 Schedule slot more product 37 Big appetites
R E D Y T R A D E E space holder 64 Suspenseful 12 “Ettu” day 40 Conversation
0 U N S E L L 0 R D 9 La Boheme 14 Pinterest posting piece
P F D r. H r F N 1 F heroine DOWN 18 French home of 41 It can’t miss
I 1— w U» I

13 Warm and 1 Deception van Gogh 44 Affirmations
P 0 G R U H M V T 0 comfy 2 Kotb of TV talk 20 Partner of hee or 45 Went unused
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- KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4
easy) or 1 though 6 
challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single-box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.

©2022 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

TODAY’S ANSWER

9 L 9 8 6 I £ ft Z
8 6 £ Z ft L 9 9 I
Z l ft £ S 9 L 6 8
5 £ 8 L I ft 9 Z 6
l Z L 9 8 6 ft £ £
6 ft 9 9 Z £ 8 I L
ft 9 l 6 £ 8 Z L 9
e 9 Z I L 5 6 8 ft
L 8 6 ft 9 Z I £ £

5 1 7
8 7 1 2 3

8 3 1 5
1 5 6

5 4 8 7 1
6 4 3

9 7 5 3
1 5 7 4 9
2 5 7

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

14 Fifth-rate
15 Very devoted
16 Hold dear
17 Tex-Mex fare 
19 Any extended

contest
21 Ballpark fare
22 Fill up on
23 Frequent fryers
24 Bamboozle 
29 Rapper

diminutive
32 Sit up for
33 Cold War 

concern
35 Minor misstep
36 Harp ancestors
38 Anthem opener
39 Many a 

recreational 
bike

41 Aquatic bird with 
very long legs

42 NBA extra 
periods

43 Flower with 
sweet nectar

46 Bib wearers
47 Facial feature
48 Albanian capital 
51 Keyboarding

star
56 Possible 

Monopoly 
modification

58 Element #5
59 Bickering
60 Oration station

3 Romantic. 
emocion

4 Gown designer 
Wang

5 Driver’s license 
ritual

6 Pixar performer
7 Web-crawling 

software
8 Experimental 

cinema
9 Some toddler 

coddlers

hem
23 Folklore brute
24 Can’t help but
25 Big-eyed baby 

bird
26 Downpours
27 Narrowly beats.
28 Avant-__
29 Vision-correction 

acronym
30 Poker 

declaration
31 Philippine island

46 Sample to try
48 Turn to slush
49 Tiny trace
50 Devastate
51 Got off a horse
52 Meander
53 Country on the 

Caspian
54 Installs turf
55 Joint for 

jumping
57 Mideast OPEC 

member

1 2 3 4 5
13

16

19

8 ' . ' i99 10 11 12

15

24 25 26 27

32

35

39

42

48 49 50

56

59

62

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2022 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM 9/29/22
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* frifW fc «'*.»* * RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN
FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

'In 1 ’N

X

^SEPTEMBER
is National Replacement Window 
Month at Renewal by Andersen*

Why did we declare September National Replacement Window 
Month? The weather is still nice in September, which makes it 
much easier to open your home during the installation. Get this 
job done before winter and get this September-only offer.

Call before September 30tt'Ml

SAVE 20% on windows’ 

SAVE 2 C5 on doors’

off your entire order’

Call to schedule your FREE 
Window and Door Diagnosis

734-335-8036

$o
Down

O
Monthly

Payments

o%
Interest

for 1 year’

RENEWAL mdjtahy
bxANDERSEN Kffi
fui-sotu newt coot (Bumor l PARTNER OF THE.

SinrrafnM Pxr.ftBonco

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/30/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire 
purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or 
ermy/patio doors between 9/1/2022 and 9/3Q/2Q22. Additional $250 off your project minimum purchase of four (4) required, 
taken after initial discount^), when you purchase by 9/3Q/2022. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no 
minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest 
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® 
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without 
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of 
a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local 
Renewal by Andersen locationfor details. License number available upon request Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. ^National Replacement Window 
Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation.

What Our Customers are Saying

All American Gutter Protection's gutter guard 
system is the best system on the market. Very 
robust, extremely effective, and barely visible 
with a lifetime warranty. Cost is comparable 
to systems of much lower quality. Installers 
were prompt, courteous, and cautions. Highly 
recommended.fj

- Mark Rufaner

Call Today and Receive FREE GUTTER CLEANING 
with your Gutter Guard Install

248-657-7136
FREE ESTIMATES

0%
Financing
Available

End gutter cleaning forever!

20% OFF
ALLJOBS

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you’re completely satisfied.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.
We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing & Discounts.
20% off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior 
citizen & military discounts.

Save up to HALF the Price of Major Competitors!
Limited Time Offer. Cannot be combined with any oilier offer. Call for details.



Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

#| VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

Great Buys

e Sales
neighborly deals...%

Wanted to Buy EO Garage-Tag Sale

WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle. 
Deer Hunter & Successful Master 

Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Caree—

new beginnings...

FLAT ROCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FLEA MARKET:

Sun. October 2 at Flat Rock Speed­
way; 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission 

and parking; No pets allowed.
14041 Telegraph Road. 734-782-5220. wwW.flatrockhistory.org

Engineering & IT

Security Delivery Manager 
(Accenture LLP; Detroit, Ml): 
Design, build, and protect IT Security 
enterprise systems, applications, 
data, assets, and people for 
Accenture and clients as Lead/SME. 
Must have willingness and ability to 
travel domestically approximately 
70% of the time to meet client needs. 
Multiple Positions Available. For 
complete iob description, list of 
requirements, and to apply, go to: 
www.accenture.com/us-en/careers 
(Job# R00124138). Equal Opportunity 
Employer -
Minorities/Women/Vets/Disabled.

Transportation

Wheels
best deal for you...*

2018 Lincoln MKZ 2.0 Reserve, AWD, 
Burgendy/tan, 38,500 mil., navi sys., 

remote start, loaded + premium care 
8 yr. warranty, pristine cond. $30,900. 

248-514-3098

Get results. Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

SELL IT BUY IT FIND IT

Place your classified ad today.

■ •■■■■■’ '.

SELL YOUR CAR 
FIND A HOME 

GET A JOB 
ADOPT A PET

II7 BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE

w rmm

it! HtfS
Check out the classified ads everyday.
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A GARAGE
JF 81 DOOR SERVICE

FiEST PRICES > BEST PARTS * BEST WARRANTY

A1 FROM DAY 1
"I love our new garage door that A1 Garage 
installed. It looks beautiful - gives our house 
nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and 
is insulated so the garage stays warmer. I highly 
recommend them"

- Donna N - Detroit, Ml

ANY NEW GARAGE D
12 MONTHS ('!§£' annrnual rptfrirtiniK

m mm$r CV ' apply call for details.

Same Bay ferefce * & Weatewfc - He Extra Charge * 24/7 Smtm * Military, AAA, Semer, AARP
Btoonte Besfderrtial * tiom Business Sinea 1»

• Family Owned & Operated • Ufetiroe Warranty - Call ter Befalls

AiruiT£,
CNTRCVyttATIC

LittMmmtmr

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

FREE
ESTIMATES

8ARA6E DOOR 
TUNE UP SPECIAL

$99
minwmomw

Am*
■ iTilh this awponlW nod Mthotlw often

SERVICING Af /. Of METRO Of TROIf

248-864-5559

REPLACE AN 
EXISTING OPENER

Aw*
Witli Hits coupon. Not valid with other offers 
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1. togy effleW doors save
2. TigMof doer socttrrty keeps you 
i Weatltor & crfftor protedkw
4, Upgraded cwffo appeal
5. home value

$100 OFF 5?5 OFF
SPRING

REPLACEMENT

! With this coupoafU valid with other offers 
. [.... ?jrw
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COME PiCK OUT YOUR PUMPKINS
WHILE SUPPLY LASTS!
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