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Comerica leases Farmington Hills offices
Company plans to consolidate 
Livonia, Auburn Hills workers
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Comerica Inc. will soon have a big banking presence 
in Farmington Hills.

The Dallas-based company recently signed a lease 
for two buildings that make up 340,000 square feet of

office space in the Farmington Hills Corporate Campus 
near 12 Mile and Halsted roads. The company plans to 
move 2,000 employees currently working in Auburn 
Hills and Livonia to the two buildings.

“This new space will be a vibrant, high-energy loca­
tion with advanced technology and amenities to help 
make it a destination of choice,” a spokesperson from 
the company said. “Our intent is to create inspiring 
and collaborative workspaces that our colleagues 
want to work in, and customers want to visit, both now 
and in the future. We want Comerica to be the employ­

er of choice in southeast Michigan and are creating a 
workplace to reflect that for both today and tomor­
row's work force.”

Comerica plans to start renovating the buildings, 
which will include connecting them and creating a 
welcome center, in early 2023 with the goal of opening 
later that year.

The company will continue to headquarter its 
Michigan operations in Detroit.

See COMERICA, Page 2A

The new Blossom Children’s Center in Canton will include amenities similar to those at the company’s 
Brighton location, shown here, courtesy of blossom children's center

Blossom Children’s Center to 
open new facility in Canton
Laura Colvin Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If everything goes according to plan, Blossom Chil­
dren’s Center will open a location in Canton next sum­
mer, bringing new life to a vacant space.

The center, which specializes in early intervention 
for children with autism spectrum disorder and other 
special needs, plans to open at the 26,000-square-foot 
former Gardner White Furniture location at 39415 Ford 
Road, east of Lotz.

It will be the third center in the area, with locations 
already operating in a former furniture store in Novi 

t and a former Circuit City in Brighton.
Anna Holmes, president of clinical operations for 

Blossom Children’s Center, said she is looking forward 
to expanding into Canton.

“We’ve turned those spaces around and they’ve be­
come really beautiful therapy spaces that our kids and 
families love,” Holmes told Canton Township planning 
commissioners at a Sept. 12 meeting. “With Canton 

l being such a busy, densely populated area, I’m sure
there are many children who could benefit from our 
services.”

The organization, previously called Blossom Be-

The space, originally built for Art Van Furniture in 
2018, also previously housed Loves Furniture and 
Gardner White, david veselenak/hometownlife.com

havioral Wellness Center, provides services like ap­
plied behavior analysis, speech-language therapy, 
physical and occupational therapy, art therapy and 
more to children from 18 months to 8 years old.

See BLOSSOM, Page 2A

ELECTION COVERAGE

Two miming 
for 2-year term 
on Farmington 
school board
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

On Nov. 8, voters in the Farmington Public Schools 
district will choose one person to serve on the school 
board for two years. Voters will also choose three 
candidates for six-year terms.

School board members oversee the district and is 
the body Superintendent Christopher Delgado re­
ports to.

The school board does not run day-to-day opera­
tions; that is the role of the superintendent.

Hometown Life sent each candidate a question­
naire on their ideas and the state of the district today. 
Particularly long answers were shortened, which is 
indicated with an ellipsis.

See SCHOOL BOARD, Page 2A

Election coverage
Hometown Life reached out to all local candidates 
appearing on the November ballot for school board, 
city council, state house and state senate elections. 
Their responses can be found at HometownLife.com 
and in print in upcoming editions.
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ELECTION COVERAGE

What to know about Farmington Public Schools’ tax request
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Public Schools is asking 
voters to restore its non-homestead op­
erations millage in the Nov. 8 election.

If approved, the district would go 
back to levying 18 mills from non-home­
stead properties like businesses. The 
district is asking to levy an additional 
0.6152 mills immediately with an extra 
1-mill cushion to deploy in future years if 
more rollbacks occur. A mill is $1 for ev­
ery $1,000 in taxable value on a proper­
ty.

The millage does not affect taxpay­
ers’ primary home. It would affect sec­
ond homes or rental units.

Farmington’s millage has lessened in 
recent years due to Headlee Amend­
ment rollbacks, which lower mills levied 
when property taxes rise.

In the post-pandemic era with in­
creased property values, many school 
districts are facing the same issue as 
Farmington.

“This is when taxable values rise 
higher than the rate of inflation,” ex­
plained Jennifer Kaminski, the district’s 
assistant superintendent of business

Farmington Public Schools is asking voters to restore a non-homestead millage.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

services. “So, if you think about the homes have sold over asking price. Peo- 
market over the last couple of years, pie are paying huge amounts for proper­

ty. But, inflation has been very low. 
That’s really whaf s driving this.”

With the current rolled back millage 
rate, the district could expect to lose 
$878,000 this year. Kaminski projected 
Farmington could lose as much as 
$10 million over the next three years if 
rollbacks continue at the rate they’re at 
now.

When allocating funds to local school 
districts, the state assumes the district 
is collecting the full 18-mill non-home­
stead tax and adjusts payments accord­
ingly.

The operating millage funds day-to- 
day costs like programming, staff wages 
and classroom supplies.

If voters were to deny the restoration 
proposal, Superintendent Christopher 
Delgado said it would have a direct im­
pact on classrooms.

“Whenever you have less money, you 
have more difficult decisions to make,” 
he said. “Some of the most immediate 
impacts are that potentially we could 
lose teachers and increase class sizes....

“This would disproportionately im­
pact students in our lower grades be­
cause they’re learning those founda­
tional skills.”

Blossom
Continued from Page 1A

Services are also available for family 
members.

“There are unique challenges that go 
along with being the sibling and care­
giver to someone with developmental 
disabilities,” Holmes said. “So we have 
sibling support groups, caregiver sup­

port groups, and we do a lot of events to 
provide additional outlets.

“Families really love being able to 
come together with other parents and 
families in a similar situation.”

The new center will bring about 100 
new jobs to the area, Holmes said. Posi­
tions would range from those needing 
only a high school diploma to work as a 
behavior technician, all the way to a 
master’s or doctorate-level clinician.

Holmes appeared before the plan­

ning commission to request special land 
use for the property.

Because the site is zoned as a corpo­
rate park overlay district, commercial 
land uses and non-residential land uses 
are classified as special land use.

“Whenever there’s a proposed use of 
an existing facility, unless it has been 
granted a special land use in the past, it 
has to come before the planning com­
mission and the township board for 
consideration,” said Patrick Sloan, Can­

ton Township community planner.
Commissioners were quick to unani­

mously approve the request, with most 
noting they were happy to see the va­
cant building repurposed. The request 
will now go to the township board for 
approval.

Holmes said she is hopeful the center 
will open in summer 2023.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221- 
8143.

Comerica
Continued from Page 1A

“As we continue our commitment to 
a deliver an exceptional experience to 
our customers, we recognize the im­
portance of investing in our colleagues 
on our overall success, and we will do 
so by ensuring a workplace environ­
ment that aligns with our mission of 
raising expectations, enhances col­
laboration, and builds on our culture,” 
a spokesperson said. “It will also be re­
flective of both our proud history and 
our bold vision for the future.”

Other large companies that have a 
major presence in Farmington Hills in­
clude Bosch and Mercedes-Benz.

Comerica will sell the office building 
in Livonia and two of the three build­
ings it has in Auburn Hills when the 
new office opens. Comerica’s Livonia 
operations center is located at 39200 
Six Mile Road and is one of the city’s 
top 20 employers.

Dan West, president and CEO of the 
Livonia Chamber of Commerce, said 
he’s disappointed to see the Comerica 
operations center leave Livonia. But, 
he’s optimistic the building it leaves 
behind won’t be empty for long.

“There’s been a lot of redevelop­
ment along that stretch, and we think 
that will be an attractive site in the fu­
ture,” he said.

The two Comerica Bank branches in 
Livonia are members of the Chamber.

stankersle@hometownlife. com
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School board
Continued from Page 1A

Michelle Bushey is
a teacher and first time 
candidates. Her volun­
teer experience in­
cludes work with her 
church and the Wood- 
Brooke Hills Swim and 
Tennis Board.

Claudia Heinrich is 
running for a second 
two-year term on the 
board. She is retired, 
but spent her career as a 
math teacher. Henrich 
has also been active in 
community groups like 
the PTA, Jaycee Women and Girl 
Scouts.

The district also has one person 
running as a write-in candidate: Carl 
Mintz. Mintz was also sent Hometown 
Life’s questionnaire, but did not return 
answers.

What makes you qualified to be a 
school board member and why do 
you want to hold that position? 
What do you see as the role of a 
school board member?

Bushey: I hold a BS in elementary 
education and a Masters Degree in 
Special Education, I have been in the 
field of education for over 20 years as a 
teacher in many grade levels. I spent 
considerable time reviewing and se­
lecting curriculum for many grade lev­
els and subjects. I have participated in 
many collaborative team environ­
ments in both the school system and 
other boards. I am very dedicated and 
invested in serving the community of 
Farmington Hills. I am also a parent of 
three school aged children....

Heinrich: I have served on the 
school board since January 2020. In 
June of 2022 I received a Certified 
Board Member Award and an Award of 
Merit from the Michigan Association 
of Schools Boards. The role of a school 
board member is to work as a team 
member composed of 7 board mem­
bers and 1 superintendent. The board 
hires and evaluates the superinten­
dent. The board sets policy for the op­
eration of the school district. The 
board works with the Superintendent 
in setting goals and monitoring the 
progress.

Are you happy with the overall 
direction of the district? Why or 
why not?

Heinrich: Yes. We hired an excel­
lent superintendent. We are in year 2 
of a Strategic Planning Process. The 
Profile of a Lifelong Learner was devel-

k

oped in 2021 and will be used in updat­
ing the districts vision and mission. The 
district is committed to diversity, equity 
and inclusion to make sure that every 
student has the opportunities and sup­
port to reach their full potential.

Bushey: Farmington Public Schools 
have amazing potential, with wonderful 
teachers, administrators and support 
staff. Our students have fallen behind 
over the last several years in reading and 
math. The Covid lockdowns and keep­
ing kids at home for such an extended 
period of time have left a large percent­
age of students below grade level in 
reading and math. I think our district 
can do better to prepare our students to 
meet their grade level expectations. All 
while accelerating and pushing the stu­
dents who are successfully at or above 
their grade level.

What should the school district’s 
priorities be coming out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including 
how it spends ARPA funds?

Bushey: The district should be solid­
ly focused on improving reading and 
math capabilities in our students. It 
should be focused on finding and imple­
menting solid research curriculum with 
a focus on intervention. Reading is fun­
damental to all subject areas and stu­
dent success academically. Math is also 
an essential skill that needs to be fo­
cused on and improved upon in our 60% 
of students who are below grade level. A 
student who is struggling academically 
typically also struggles with self confi­
dence. We need to make sure we’re 
properly reaching all of our students.

Heinrich: The priorities should be in 
evaluating learning loss, gaps in 
achievement and providing the support 
and resources to every student to move 
them forward. Some use of funds would 
be for tutoring opportunities for all stu­
dents. Also looking into providing 
transportation for students that would 
otherwise not be able to stay after 
school for additional tutoring.

Issues related to diversity, equity 
and inclusion are a recurring 
conversation among students, 
staff and the community at large. 
What’s one tangible action local 
districts can make to address 
diversity, equity and inclusion?

Heinrich: FPS completed an equity 
audit in 2020 and has been using the re­
sults in working with every building to 
identify and take corrective steps. The 
results of the equity audit have also 
been included in the strategic planning 
process.

Bushey: Our district needs to make 
sure all students are treated equally and 
met right where they are at academical­
ly and socially. Districts should be sup­
portive of offering every student the

l & t

chance to excel in curriculum, sports, 
and other extracurricular opportunities. 
Studies show that strong relationships 
between teachers and students have 
better academic output. Diversity train­
ing for staff is very important for under­
standing our students and meeting 
their needs.

School districts saw student 
enrollment drop dramatically 
during the COViD-19 pandemic to 
private-, charter-, home- or 
non-school options. With school 
funding tied directly to 
enrollment, what are your 
thoughts on schools of choice 
policies, and how would you 
attract new, returning students to 
the district?

Bushey: We need to figure out why 
our students are leaving. The district 
has lost over 500 students over the last 2 
years. That’s over 4.5 million dollars 
that our district can’t afford to give up. 
FPS needs to be brought back to a place 
where people desire to move so that 
their kids can be in the public school 
system there. We need to be interview­
ing or surveying families that have 
pulled their children, find out why and 
use this data to implement improve­
ment plans. FPS need to be offering pro­
grams to assist with the learning loss 
that happened during Covid. We need to 
be focused on curriculum that best suits 
our diverse learners.

Heinrich: The district must focus on 
sound teaching and learning practices 
that impact student achievement. Use 
marketing strategies that highlight the 
strengths of the district, use of data to 
report on student growth and achieve­
ment. The current schools of choice pol­
icies provide a benefit to both the fam­
ilies and the district.

What is an issue facing the district 
that isn’t on residents' radar that 
should be? What steps would you 
take to address that issue?

Heinrich: The Michigan Merit Curri­
culum (MMC) graduation require­
ments. As a current board member I am 
involved in setting goals. One of our 
goals under Exploring Innovation is to 
explore the MMC options that would al­
low FPS to pilot programs that assign 
with our Profile of a Lifelong Learner 
district goals for student growth, learn­
ing, achievement, and career readiness.

Bushey: Our district has pulled away 
from the use of texts. Our students need 
to be reading academically and for en­
tertainment. Our curriculum should be 
promoting reading across all academic 
areas.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.
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BJ’s Wholesale 
Club planning 
gas station at 
Canton location

Hillel Day School students pose for a photo with Farmington Hills Police Chief Jeff King and officers Nick West and 
Steve Syoen after the school honored officers for their efforts in the community, courtesy of Jewish national fund-usa

Students honor first responders 
during 9/11 commemoration
Courtesy of Jewish National Fund-USA

In recognition of the 21st anniversary 
of 9/11, students from Hillel Day School 
honored Farmington Hills police and fire 
department members, Hillers security 
team, and parents as part of nationwide 
ceremonies organized by Jewish Na­
tional Fund-USA.

The middle school students were ad­
dressed by Farmington Hills Police 
Chief Jeff King, who highlighted the sac­
rifices made by emergency services pro­
fessionals and the ongoing need to rec­
ognize their contributions while also 
noting the ultimate sacrifice made by 
hundreds of first responders 21 years 
ago on 9/11.

“My colleagues and I are blessed with 
the ability to protect (our community) 
on a daily basis,” King said. “It is our 
calling, and we feel honored to serve, 
whether we are police, fire, or EMS re­
sponders.

“One of our first responder communi­
ty’s biggest responsibilities is to re­
member those who have fallen in the 
past, including on 9/11.

“Every year, we do that, and as the 
events of that day worsened, it was the 
first responders who never flinched, 
never rested, and showed up for work 
every day, even with the fears they had 
for their families and communities.”

Jewish National Fund-USA Profes­
sional Sunny Cohen joined with stu­

dents to present a plaque to the first 
responders in attendance. The plaque 
acknowledged the immense impact 
made by first responders while high­
lighting the organization’s 9/11 memo­
rial in Jerusalem, Israel.

Eighth-grader Daniel Shapiro, who 
attended the ceremony, shared how 
the gathering provided an important 
forum for remembering the tragic 
events of 9/11.

“For me, today felt like a time to be 
serious,” Shapiro said. “We are show­
ing that we are not going to forget the 
lives lost, nor will we forget the contri­
bution that first responders have 
made, and continue to make, to keep 
our families and us safe.”

Laura Colvin Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The newly-opened BJ’s Wholesale 
Club on Ford Road in Canton Township 
could soon see the addition of a gas 
station.

The Canton Township Planning 
Commission unanimously approved 
amendments to the shopping center’s 
2007 site plan that will pave the way 
for developers to submit a detailed site 
plan for the fueling station. Prelimi­
nary plans include a fueling station 
with six fuel pumps -12 fueling posi­
tions.

The fueling station, available to BJ’s 
members only, would not offer retail 
sales, but would allow customers to 
purchase reduced-cost gasoline based 
on points earned through purchases at 
the membership-based wholesale 
club.

The concept is similar to that of­
fered at gas stations owned by Kroger 
and some other grocers. For example: 
In the store, items are earmarked each 
month to allow customers to accrue 
additional savings on gasoline. For 
each item purchased, customers save 
10 cents per gallon on the next fill-up. 
The program has a $99 or 30-gallon 
limit, and points expire at the end of 
each month.

“I live in Canton and I’m excited 
about the prospect of not having to 
drive to another community to get gas 
that is less expensive, that is affiliated 
with retail,” said Bryan Amann, who 
spoke on behalf of BJ’s Wholesale 
Club. “Between Costco and Kroger ... I 
have to drive somewhere: Livonia, 
Northville, Plymouth or something like 
that.”

Amann noted some 700 BJ’s mem­
bers who live in Canton signed a pet­
ition in support of the fueling station.

The proposed amendment will go to 
the Canton Township Board of Trust­
ees for approval. If approved, BJ’s will 
return to the commission with a de­
tailed site plan for review.

lcolvin@hometownlife.com
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Seeing more spiders in your home 
lately? They’re just looking for love

A Joro spider. Aside from roaming around in homes, spiders also will be in areas 
people don’t frequently visit, so places like attics, basements and garages is 
where they will camp out. jose romero/university of georgia/afp

Jordan Mendoza
USA TODAY

This fall, some unannounced, star­
tling guests might make their way into 
living rooms across the country: spi­
ders.

Even though you’re bound to see spi­
ders in your home throughout the year, 
the chances of seeing one crawl around 
the house heighten in the fall. But it’s 
not to scare you for Halloween - it’s to 
look for love. Or, in more proper terms, 
it’s when the eight-legged creatures be­
gin to mate.

And if you do happen to spot a spider 
in your home, experts caution you not to 
kill it - they’re mostly harmless and 
could help get rid of other pesky bugs.

Here is what to know about spider 
season.

Why am I seeing more spiders?

Spiders typically mature in the 
spring or summer, said Jason Dunlop, a 
researcher from the Museum fur Natur- 
kunde in Berlin. When it gets closer to 
fall, mature male spiders that typically 
live only for a year leave their webs in 
search of a female.

“Females give off a chemical called a 
pheromone, a kind of perfume, which 
the males can sense with special hairs 
on their legs. The wandering males are 
basically sniffing around for a mature 
female,” Dunlop told USA TODAY.

Meanwhile, females stay by their 
webs and conserve the energy needed 
to lay eggs, said Rod Crawford, curator 
of arachnids at The Burke Museum at 
the University of Washington.

Female spiders can be found pretty 
much anywhere, inside or outside a 
home, which can be a rather daunting 
journey for a male trying to slide into 
their DMs, so to speak. That’s why if you 
happen to find one inside your home, it’s 
most likely a male just looking for a 
female.

“There’s this misguided perception 
that all of a sudden there are many more 
spiders than there used to be. But, you

know, that’s not the case. They’re just 
more noticeable because the males are 
moving around,” said Anne Danielson- 
Francois, associate professor of biologi­
cal sciences at the University of Michi­
gan, Dearborn. “They’re not interested 
in setting up shop in the house.”

Aside from mating reasons, Emma 
Grace Crumbley, entomologist at Mos­
quito Squad, says seasonal changes like 
cooler temperatures and rain mean spi­
ders could be looking for a more secure 
residence.

What kind of spiders could I see?

Crumbley said web-spinning and 
hunting spiders are commonly spotted 
in the fall.

Examples include the American spi­
der, also known as the common house 
spider, and cobweb spiders.

If you’re in the Southeast, you may 
see a spider that has rapidly spread in 
the U.S. in recent years: the Joro spider.

“It’s everywhere right now,” Crum­
bley said.

Should you kill spiders?

Natural instinct may be to kill a spi­
der when you see one, but experts dis­
courage people from doing so.

Crawford said people shouldn’t wor­
ry because nearly all house spiders are 
harmless, and Dunlop pointed out that 
spiders get rid of many insects, includ­
ing mosquitoes.

Dunlop said the worst thing that 
most spiders can do to you is give a 
“nasty surprise,” and Crawford said spi­
der bites “are vanishingly rare in the life 
of any individual person.”

Crumbley said there are only three 
types of spiders to be concerned about: 
the black widow, brown recluse and ta­
rantulas.

“With those three in particular, pro­
ceeding with caution is necessary. Try­
ing to eliminate those from your house 
is key; just make sure you’re not getting 
bitten and you’re not experiencing any 
kind of pain or any of the medical side 
effects,” she said.

What should I do if I see 
a spider in my home?

Experts say you should do your best 
to move spiders if if s too much to have 
them inside.

“If you can muster up the courage, 
the best thing to do is either catching it 
with a cup or something and trying to 
release it outside away from the house,” 
Crumbley said.

Aside from roaming around in 
homes, Crumbley said, spiders also will 
be in areas people don’t frequently visit, 
so places like attics, basements and ga­
rages is where they will camp out. Those 
are also good places to move them, Dan- 
ielson-Francois said.

“I advocate for people getting to know 
them, and becoming less afraid of them 
and keeping them around, but I realize 
thaf s a stretch,” she said.

Editor’s note: A version of this story 
was first published in 2021.
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FredAuch
BLOOMFIELD HILLS - On Sept 12th, 2022 Freder­

ick John Audi Jr passed away peacefully in Bloom­
field Hills, Michigan. Born in 1928, and raised in 
Grosse Pointe, he attended Grosse Pointe High 
School and excelled in many sports, especially soft- 
ball. In 1946 he attended Univ. of Mich. Engineering 
School and was a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
fraternity with his brother Bill. Graduating in 1950, 
he joined the US Navy. He never saw action, but 
quickly ascended to the rank of lieutenant during 
the Korean war on the Naval ship, USS PCE(C)
873. Soon after military service, he joined the Geo 
W Auch Construction Company, and met the love of his life, Shirley Jean 
Cotter, a graduate from Michigan State. Despite a heated football rivalry, 
their loving relationship was consummated July 14th 1956. She was a school 
teacher and a beautiful woman. They moved to Royal Oak, MI where they 
had a boy named Tom, then to Huntley subdivision in Beverly Hills, MI and 
had a second child, David. It was there on Pickwick Lane that the family 
blossomed for the next 18 years. During this time, Fred also became a key 
executive of G W Auch Co, ascending to Co-President. Freds tenure at Auch 
was marked by significant growth. A few of their major projects included 
expansion of Harper and Providence Hospitals, Blue Cross Mich, headquar­
ters, k-12 schools, theaters, restaurants, expansion of Detroit Metro Airport 
and more. G W Auch Co became a leading builder and was consistently 
named one of the top firms to work for in Detroit. Fred worked tireless 
hours, and engendered extraordinary relationships with clients, colleagues, 
subcontractors and suppliers. After retiring and turning over the reigns of 
Auch Construction to exceptional new leaders, Fred was a lover of the out­
doors and especially of Frankfort Mi area, Crystal Lake and Crystal Downs 
Country Club. He was a witty and intelligent man, quick at crossword puzzles 
and excellent at word games. He was a good golfer, scratch that, a “decent” 
golfer, but would always end up laughing and loving the game. He was the 
consummate father, husband, friend and businessman, and will be greatly 
missed. Fred is pre-deceased by his wife “Jean”, his brothers Wally, Bill & 
Tom, and his beloved twin sister Betty. He is survived by his son Tom and 
his wife Jacquie, their son Julian and fiance Megan, Freds son David and 
his husband Scott Flax, his sister-in-law Sue Auch (Bill), his sister-in-law 
Patricia (Wally), many loved nieces and nephews, dear friends from Detroit 
and “Up North” and his invaluable caregiver and loving friend, Renata Ry- 
czak. Services were held. In lieu of flowers, a donation can please be sent to 
the Boys and Girls Club of Southeastern Mich., which he proudly served 
for many years: www.bgcsm.org. AJ. Desmond 8c Sons 248-549-0500

Nevius Minot 
Curtis

Nevius Minot Cur­
tis, August 23, 2022. 
Age 93. Proud Navy 
veteran, Korean War. 
Dear brother of Phoe­
be Reynolds. Loving 
grandfather of Stephen 
Curtis (Susan), Alicia 
Curtis Barber (Blake), 
Sam Clark, and Ben­
jamin Clark. Beloved 
partner of Shay Pen- 
dray for 19 years. Also 
survived by many loved 
extended family. Pre­
ceded in death by his 
wife, Muriel, son, Jef­
frey, daughter, Janet 
Curtis Clark, brother, 
Mike, and sister, Anne 
Wood. Services were 
held. In lieu of flowers, 
donations to Tunnel for 
Towers and Wounded 
Warrior Project.

View obituary and 
share memories at

AJDesmond.com

Mary “Judy” Grinnell
LAKE CITY - Mary 

“Judy” Grinnell, 86, of 
Lake City, formally of 
Wayne, MI passed away 
Monday, September 5,
2022 at the Lake City 
Care Center in Lake City,
MN. She was born June 
14, 1936 in Wayne, MI 
to Milton and Margaret 
Arthur. She grew up in 
Wayne and later moved 
to Bay City, ML She graduated from Hillsdale 
College where she studied teaching. She taught 
nursery school in Bay City and then later in Lake 
City when her family moved to Frontenac. Judy 
later taught at the Red Wing Technical College. 
In the mid-nineties she moved back to Wayne to 
care for her father. Judy enjoyed attending church 
at First Congregational Church in Wayne where 
she was the “punch lady” helping serve punch at 
any and all church functions. She also helped 
organize the churches rummage sale, which was 
one of their biggest fundraisers. Judy had a de­
termined spirit with a great sense of humor. As 
her health began to declined, she moved to Lake 
City to be closer to family.

She is survived by her daughter, Gail Cole; 
grandsons, Jacob and Jedidiah (Holly Denzer) 
Adler all of Lake City and many special friends 
including Ron, Marleen, her church family and 
her neighbors. She was preceded in death by 
her parents; daughter, Caroline Spence; brother, 
Murray; sister, Sheila Arthur and her son-in-law, 
Ray Cole.

Just when the caterpillar

Joyce Rolf
BINGHAM FARMS - 

Joyce Wilder Rolf, 85 
years, of Bingham Farms, 
passed away on Septem­
ber 16,2022, after a series 
of ailments. Born in Mel­
rose, MA, in 1936, Joyce 
graduated from Melrose 
High School and received 
her Bachelor’s Degree 
from Harvard University 
in 1958. She performed 
editorial work for the William and Mary Quarterly 
in Virginia. Joyce then moved to Michigan after 
marrying A. William (Bill) Rolf, subsequently 
working for Houghton Mifflin Publishing. She 
later worked in public relations for Paint Creek 
Center for the Arts in Rochester, Michigan. Joyce 
was a docent for the Cranbrook Art Museum 
and The Detroit Zoo for many years. She actively 
participated in the choir at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church for 50 years. Her hobbies included Gilbert 
and Sullivan, mysteries, and animals of all kinds. 
She is survived by her children, Tim (fiance Stacy 
Bohlen), Eric (Stacey), and Kristen; and grand­
children, Natalie, Lydia, and Scott. Visitation at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1800 W. Maple Rd., 
Birmingham, MI 48009 on Friday, September 30, 
from 4PM to 7PM. A memorial service will be held 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church on Saturday, Oc­
tober 1, at 11AM with a visitation prior at 10AM. 
A funeral luncheon will follow at the church. The 
family appreciates donations to either the Howard 
B. Wilder Memorial Scholarship at Melrose High 
School or the Detroit Zoological Society.

View obituary and share memories at 
AJDesmond.com
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SPORTS
No. 1 recruit in Mich, commits to Louisville
Brother Rice’s Curtis Williams gets emotional announcing college pick
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

When Curtis Williams got to Brother 
Rice as a freshman, he never imagined 
entering his senior season as the No. 1- 
ranked recruit in Michigan.

But the truth is he never wasted 
much time worrying about his recruit­
ing rankings and star ratings either.

His one focus was earning a free edu­

cation at a top-flight college.
The 6-foot-6 small forward reiterated 

that fact three separate times after an­
nouncing his commitment to Louisville 
during a special ceremony Monday at 
the high school.

The consensus four-star picked the 
Cardinals over Alabama, Florida State, 
Providence College and Xavier, which 
were the other four schools to make his 
final five over the summer.

“When I first got here, I wasn’t really 
worried about the rankings,” said Wil­
liams, who was flanked by his sister, 
Alexis, and his mother, Rhea Rogers, at 
the announcement. “Now, since I’ve 
been through my 4 years here, the rank­
ings is really just a number. To be able to 
go to a university for free, that’s really 
what I’m just thankful for.”

See RECRUIT, Page 3B

Brother Rice 
boys
basketball 
star Curtis 
Williams 
verbally 
committed 
to Louisville 
on Sept. 19. 
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Week 4’s top 
performers in
HS football

Stevenson blanks Franklin 
in hunt for KLAA-East title

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Week 4 of the Michigan high school 
football season is in the books.

Let’s take a look at the stat leaders 
around the Hometown Life coverage 
area.

Is your team missing stat leaders? 
Encourage your coaches to send stats 
to sports reporter Brandon Folsom at 
bfolsom@hometownlife.com.

Catholic League

Detroit Catholic Central 22, 
Detroit U-D Jesuit 6
RB Jaden Pydyn rushed for a 70- 

yard score for the Shamrocks (3-1). 
Evan Haeger and Skyler Hunter also 
scored TDs, while Jake Matigian made 
a 35-yard field goal. Stone Chaney re­
corded a game-ending strip sack.

Brother Rice 43, Warren De La 
Salle 42 (F/OT) (CHSL-Central)

Tight end Henry Garrity caught 
three TDs, including an 86-yarder, for 
the Warriors (2-2,1-0). Blake Marrogy 
and Cashton Papadelis each rushed for 
TDs, while Marrogy punched in the 
winning two-point conversion.

Madison Heights Bishop Foley 33, 
Cranbrook 6 (CHSL-Intersection 1) 

QB Preston Washer was 11 of 29 
passing for 110 yards and one TD for the 
Cranes (1-3, 0-1). Alex Yolles caught 
five passes for 41 yards, including a 17- 
yard TD. John Kersh led the defense 
with 25 tackles, while Cooper Gurman 
pulled down an interception.

Independent

Livonia Clarenceville 44,
Macomb Lutheran North 34
The Trojans improved to 3-1 overall.

Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association

Brighton 41, Novi 6 (KLAA-West) 
RB Lance Gailliard rushed eight 

times for 66 yards and a TD for the

Livonia Stevenson’s Carter Mroz scores during the Spartans’ 5-0 win Sept. 15 at 
Livonia Franklin, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Besides senior Carter Mroz snapping 
post-game selfies with his buddies from 
rival Livonia Franklin, the Livonia Ste­
venson boys soccer team was all busi­
ness Sept. 15 in its 5-0 victory.

That focus usually comes after taking 
a tough loss.

The Spartans (6-2, 6-1) want to win 
their fourth-straight Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association-East champion­
ship. But they’re a half-game behind 
Dearborn Fordson in the league stand­
ings right now.

That 2-0 loss to the 12th-ranked 
Tractors (11-0-1, 7-0-1) 2 weeks ago was 
an eye-opener. They struggled to pass 
effectively. Instead of finding feet, there 
was some selfish play on the ball. Some­
times they were booting passes down- 
field instead of setting up the attack.

Stevenson wasted no time in learning 
from its mistakes. It has won four 
straight since losing to Fordson, con­
ceding just one goal as its outscored op­
ponents 24-1 in that stretch.

And the secret to that success?
“We’re just passing a lot more and 

moving the ball a lot better,” said Mroz, 
who scored twice at Franklin. “That’s 
been our main focus, keeping control of 
the ball.”

Mroz found Mitchell Kirn for the 
game’s first goal on a perfectly-placed 
pass near the net.

About 5 minutes later, Mroz smashed 
in a rebound after Adam Alaouieh’s shot 
was blocked.

And then Stevenson’s lone returning 
all-stater buried a laser from 20 yards 
away.

Ezra Knezek and Griffin Browning

See STEVENSON, Page SB

“If we can beat Fordson, we can put ourselves in a good spot. But you’ve got to take care of 
your business, and that’s all we can control at this point, winning the games in front of us.”

See WEEK 4, Page 2B Ken Shingledecker Stevenson boys soccer coach



Four questions for Week 5 high school football
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom asks 
the important questions entering Week 
5 of the Michigan high school football 
season.

Will the Cranes find 
some mojo on offense?

With how explosive Madison Heights 
Bishop Foley is on offense, you can’t af­
ford to have too many three-and-outs, 
or else you’ll never keep up with the 
Ventures on the scoreboard.

And that's ultimately what happened 
to Cranbrook during Saturday’s 33-6 
loss in Catholic League-Intersectional 1 
play.

The Cranes (1-3, 0-1) knocked on the 
end zone’s door a few times, including 
having three solid chances early in the 
first half. But the best they could muster 
was a 17-yard TD pass from QB Preston 
Washer to Alex Yolles.

Bishop Foley (4-0,1-0) added three 
more TDs after that to ice the win, in­
cluding Gus Toppi punching in two 
more of his four rushing TDs on the day.

The Ventures won last year’s Prep 
Bowl, but Cranbrook was the lone team 
to beat them in the regular season (they 
upset Bishop Foley, 43-41). But they just 
couldn’t return serve offensively this 
time around, despite Washer finishing 11 
of 29 passing for 110 yards.

And, mentally, not finding offensive 
success hurt the Cranes.

“Against a good offensive team, you 
need to score some points,” Cranbrook 
coach Nick LaFontaine said. “It changes 
the perception. It changes the game for 
our kids, and then you feel like you’re in 
it. I thought we battled in the first half. 
But if you’re even with them or up a 
score, it’s a different game. You have a 
little more confidence. Our kids are bat­
tling just to see if they can even com­
pete.”

That’ll be the goal for the Cranes the 
rest of the way. With three of their next 
four games against CHSL opponents, 
they need to score points to keep their 
confidence up. Hope goes a long way on

Cranbrook’s JJ Vaz catches a pass Sept.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

the gridiron, and Cranbrook is figuring 
that out day in and day out.

Will the Falcons or Maples 
win the OAA-Blue?

Not even the coaches in the Oakland 
Activities Association knew who would 
win the Blue.

During OAA Media Day in August, ev­
ery coach was asked to fill out a pre-sea­
son ballot to determine the winner of 
each division.

No teams in the Blue got more than 
one first-place vote. In fact, North Far­
mington (1-3,1-1) was tabulated as the 
preseason favorite to win the division 
because it got the most second- and 
third-place votes.

Thaf s why if s great to see Farming- 
ton (3-1, 2-0) and Birmingham Seaholm 
(4-0,1-0) on a collision course to play for 
the Blue championship. Both squads 
should be undefeated when they meet 
for their league finale in Week 8. Neither

17 at Madison Heights Bishop Foley.

was projected to be this good, yet they5re 
both kicking butt.

Their matchup on Oct. 14 should be 
must-see.

Will the Patriots and Tigers 
both be undefeated entering 
their Week 8 matchup?

With Rochester Adams and Warren 
De La Salle losing in back-to-back 
weeks, that makes 4-0 Belleville, last 
yeafs Division 1 state champion, the 
unanimous No.-l ranked team in Michi­
gan, according to every metro Detroit- 
based media outlet that assembles 
polls.

Led by Bryce Underwood, the top- 
ranked sophomore QB in the country by 
247Sports, the Tigers will likely be 8-0 
when they meet Livonia Franklin in 
Week 8.

And there’s a good chance the Patri­
ots will be undefeated going into that 
game, too. Franklin has matchups

against Westland John Glenn, Livonia 
Stevenson and Dearborn Fordson, 
which are all winnable games as long as 
the Patriots handle their business, be­
fore they visit Belleville on Oct. 14.

With the way the Tigers have been 
blowing out opponents (they haven’t 
scored fewer than 41 points in a single 
game and average a state-best 55.0 
points per game), if s unlikely they get 
upset by Franklin. But never say never. 
A year ago, Livonia Churchill beat Belle­
ville, 28-21, which was the lone loss the 
Tigers suffered en route to their state ti­
tle. So let’s not rule out the Patriots just 
yet. They were a final-four team in D-2 a 
year ago after all.

And, by the way, a win over Belleville 
would likely put Franklin in the KLAA 
championship.

Just how good
is the Panthers' defense?

According to the Michigan high 
school football website Goosepoop (yes, 
thafs really their name. Don’t ask us 
why they call themselves that), Bedford 
Union has one of the top defenses, re­
gardless of division.

The Panthers (4-0, 3-0 WWAC) have 
given up just 20 points through four 
games. Their average of 5.0 points al­
lowed per game is the lOth-best in the 
state. Macomb Dakota is just ahead of 
them at ninth, allowing only 4.3 points 
per game.

Only two teams, Gladwin (4-0) and 
River Rouge (3-0), have held each other 
their opponents scoreless.

So the Panthers are among some 
pretty good company. And the craziest 
thing about this stat? They have pitched 
just one shutout this season, as they 
outscored Romulus 55-0 in Week 4.

It helps that they have plenty of studs 
on their defense as well. Chief among 
them is linebacker Jeremiah Alston, a 
three-star athlete committed to Central 
Michigan University.

Union is leaps and bounds better 
than the rest of the Western Wayne Ath­
letic Conference. So there’s a chance it 
won’t give up too many more points in 
its final five games.

Week 4
Continued from Page IB

Wildcats (2-2, 2-1). Caleb Walker was 14 
of 26 passing for 70 yards and one in­
terception, while Luke Aurilia caught 
five passes for 25 yards. Niko Krall led 
the defense with 10 tackles (two solo, 
one for loss), Thaddeus Lawler added 
seven tackles (three solo) and Andrew 
Abler, Cole Shires and Niko Hertrich 
each recorded sacks.

Northville 28,
Canton 19 (KLAA-West)
QB Luca Prior was 6 of 8 passing for 

147 yards and three TDs for the Mus­
tangs (4-0, 3-0). Caleb Moore rushed 11 
times for 126 yards and a score and 
caught a 35-yard TD. Angelo Rodriguez 
caught three passes for 94 yards and 
two TDs. Hunter Ladach led the defense 
with 12 tackles (five solo), Evan Deak 
added 11 tackles (three solo) and Gra­
ham Gilmartin pitched in 10 tackles 
(four solo).

QB Aiden Carr threw a 50-yard TD 
pass to Caleb Williams for the Chiefs 
(1-3,1-2). Alex Guadagni rushed 19 times 
for 137 yards, Williams carried 15 times 
for 68 yards and a score, Devon Pettus 
carried 19 times for 88 yards and Carr 
scored a rushing TD.

Howell 9,
Plymouth 0 (KLAA-West)
QB Sam Plencner was 8 of 16 passing 

for 70 yards and one interception for the 
Wildcats (1-3,1-2). Jaxon McCaig rushed 
23 times for 92 yards, while Plencner 
added 32 yards on the ground. Ali 
Hashm caught two passes for 30 yards. 
Cam Witt led the defense with 7.5 tack­
les (six solo), and Luc Damiani added 
six tackles (five solo) and one intercep­
tion.

Hartland 35,
Salem 10 (KLAA-West)
QB Robert Ahlgren was 10 of 25 pass­

ing for 313 yards and one interception for 
the Rocks (0-4, 0-3). He also rushed 
eight times for 27 yards, while Robert 
Jones carried 24 times for 64 yards and 
a score. Nick Mullin caught six passes 
for 60 yards. Michael Patsy led the de­
fense with six tackles (two for loss), 
Lawson Shields had five tackles (two for 
loss) and a fumble recovery, Brady 
Priester recovered a fumble and Mason 
Farely and Brady Moore each had four 
tackles.

Livonia Franklin 35,
Livonia Churchill 13 (KLAA-East)
QB JD Bates was 15 of 18 passing for 

169 yards and three TDs for the Patriots

(4-0, 3-0). Cordell Mabins Jr. rushed 22 
times for 129 yards and one TD, Tyler 
Garrett caught nine passes for 89 yards 
and two TDs and Dominic Simpson 
hauled in two passes for 34 yards and 
one score. Garrett also returned a kick­
off 84 yards for six points. Sam White 
led the defense with six tackles (four so­
lo), and Simpson and Jon Jasionowski 
added five apiece.

QB Evan Snead was 7 of 15 passing for 
89 yards, while John Pallozzi threw a 74- 
yard TD pass to Jayden Allen for the 
Chargers (1-3, 0-3). Jon Lytle Montgo­
mery rushed 13 times for 65 yards, Pal­
lozzi rushed for one score and David An­
derson added 51 yards on the ground. 
Allen caught three passes for 313 yards. 
Dylan Wilczynski paced the defense 
with 7.5 tackles (seven solo), Miles 
Lueck added six (three solo) and Mala- 
chi Bratton had five (three solo).

Dearborn 14,
Livonia Stevenson 0 (KLAA-East)
QB Ar Jon Thompson was 2 of 9 pass­

ing and rushed 16 times for 83 yards for 
the Spartans (2-2, 2-1). Alex Bowser 
added six carries for 55 yards. Trevor 
Bennett totaled 31 tackles (seven solo, 
one for loss), Blake Zoro had nine tack­
les (four solo, one for loss) and Dillon 
Welch recorded two sacks and one tack­
le for loss.

Westland John Glenn 25, Dearborn 
Fordson 20 (KLAA-East)

QB Nick Wetmore was 5 of 17 passing 
for 77 yards and one TD for the Rockets 
(2-2, 2-1). Damon Powers rushed 17 
times for 126 yards and two TDs, Dylan 
Moore returned a kickoff 92 yards for a 
TD and Elliot Flake rushed for a 32-yard 
TD. Dougie Wicker led the defense with 
eight tackles, followed by Isaiah Thur- 
mand with six and Connor LeCourt with 
five.

Belleville 71,
Wayne Memorial 0 (KLAA-East)
The Zebras fell to 0-4 overall and 0-3 

in the division.

Lakes Valley Conference

South Lyon 42,
Detroit Country Day 21
QB Braden Fracassi was 31 of 14 pass­

ing for four TDs and two interceptions 
for the Lions (3-1, 2-1). Tommy Donovan 
rushed eight times for 90 yards and a 
TD, caught three passes for 93 yards and 
a score and returned a fumble 31 yards 
for six points. Alex Stoyanovich caught 
four passes for 318 yards and two TDs, 
and Simeon Mardossian had a 59-yard 
reception. Ben Radley led the defense 
with four tackles (one for loss), and

i

Eduardo de Anda recorded a sack.
QB Hunter Riutta rushed for a 1-yard 

TD for the Yellowjackets (3-1), while 
Chase Dawkins punched in a 1-yard TD 
and Gabe Zeldes returned an intercep­
tion 32 yards for a score.

Walled Lake Western 51,
South Lyon East 23 (LVC)
QB Nico Campo was 4 of 4 passing for 

95 yards and one TD before leaving the 
game with an injury. He also rushed 
eight times for 60 yards. Dominic Gio- 
vannini finished the game for the Cou­
gars (3-1,3-1), going 4 of 5 passing for 57 
yards and a score. Jordan Newbill pulled 
down five receptions for 124 yards and 
two TDs. Jack Toth led the defense 9.5 
tackles, followed by Caleb Gash with six 
and Dante DeGrazia and Jake Fannon 
with 4.5 tackles.

Milford 26,
Walled Lake Central 0 (LVC)
QB Ryan Allen was 11 of 14 passing for 

142 yards and one TD and also rushed 17 
times for 101 yards and a pair of scores 
for the Mavericks (3-1, 2-1). Peyton 
Chamberlain added 24 carries for 124 
yards and a TD, while Noel Deland 
caught three passes for 43 yards and a 
TD. Wyatt Lesnew led the defense with 
12 tackles (two for loss), while Danny 
Sternberg totaled eight tackles (one for 
loss) and Tyler Freer added seven (two 
for loss). Brady Collison intercepted two 
passes, Freer and Kyle Scofield each 
forced a fumble and Ike Stuff! and Jus­
tin Gross each recorded sacks. 

Waterford Mott 33,
White Lake Lakeland 23 (LVC)
RB Trevor Tschudin rushed 18 times 

for 154 yards and two TDs for the Eagles 
(2-2,2-2). Sean Latham added 19 carries 
for 61 yards and a score, Tyler Ponitz 
pulled down an interception and Nolin 
Thompson booted in a 47-yard field goal 
and recorded a sack.

Michigan Independent 
Athletic Conference

Whitmore Lake 36,
Lutheran Westland 14 (MIAC)
QB Noah Etnyre threw a 49-yard TD 

to Micah Lavigne, rushed eight times for 
24 yards and caught a 30-yard pass 
from Lavigne. Lavigne also rushed six 
times for 34 yards, while Aiden Sexton 
pulled down an interception. The War­
riors fell to 2-2 overall and 1-1 in the 
league.

Oakland Activities Association

Birmingham Seaholm 35,
Troy Athens 0 (OAA-Blue)

ft $ &

Slotback Jack Lewis rushed for a 
score and returned an interception for a 
TD for the Maples (4-0,1-0). Kyle Rob­
bins, Sean Emerson and Granden Kin- 
nie each added scores.

Farmington 33, North Farmington 
27 (F/OT) (OAA-Blue)

RB Cam Pettaway rushed for 102 
yards and two TDs and added 71 yards 
and a TD receiving for the Falcons (3-3,
2- 0). Keichean Wilson rushed for a 41- 
yard TD.

QB Thomas Balazovic threw for 222 
yards and three TDs for the Raiders (1-3, 
1-1). Mill Coleman finished with 78 yards 
and one TD receiving, Deemon Eubanks 
had 70 yards and a score receiving and 
PJ Gardner rushed for 92 yards and had 
two TDs.

Birmingham Groves 35,
Bloomfield Hills 28 (OAA-White)
QB Cayden Hardy was 10 of 20 pass­

ing for 162 yards and two TDs for the Fal­
cons (3-1,2-0). He also rushed six times 
for 49 yards and a score, while Josh 
Woods carried eight times for 83 yards 
and a score. Michael Wainer caught 
three passes for 42 yards and one TD. 
Braden Hall recorded six tackles, one 
sack and one fumble recovery, while 
Chris Little returned a punt 41 yards as 
well as an interception for 39.

QB CJ Jackson rushed for three TDs 
for the Black Hawks (0-4, 0-2). Aaron 
Zekman caught nine passes for 171 yards 
and a TD.

Western Wayne 
Athletic Conference

Bedford Union 55,
Romulus 0 (WWAC)
QB Cory Chavis was 9 of 12 passing 

for 233 yards and three TDs. Javerious 
Shepherd rushed eight times for 134 
yards and two TDs. Bedford Union (4-0,
3- 0) totaled 472 yards of total offense 
and held Romulus to just 10.

Dearborn Heights Crestwood 24, 
Garden City 21 (WWAC)
RB Owen McGraw rushed 16 times for 

127 yards, which included a 67-yard 
touchdown, while Kaden Williams add­
ed 15 rushes for 128 yards and a 47-yard 
score. Charlie Mitton led the Cougars 
(2-2, 2-1) on defense with a forced fum­
ble and an interception.

Dearborn Heights Annapolis 22, 
Bedford Thurston 21 (WWAC)
The Eagles fell to 0-4 overall and 0-3 

in the league.
Brandon Folsom covers high school 

sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (ftfolsom- 
brandonj.
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Brother Rice boys basketball star Curtis Williams, center, takes questions from the media after committing to Louisville on 
Sept. 19. His sister, Alexis Jones, and mother, Rhea Rogers, sit with him. photos by tom beaudoin/special to hometownlife.com

Williams’ teammates and classmates were present for the announcement.

Recruit
Continued from Page IB

Of course, this was a basketball deci­
sion first and foremost for the senior.

Louisville offered Williams a scholar­
ship in April. He said its coaching staff 
has kept in touch with him at least two 
or three times per week since.

He took an official visit there over the 
weekend before making his decision fi­
nal.

The Cardinals are coming off a 13-19 
season in 2021-22, but they’ve also hired 
a new coach in Kenny Payne.

“The deciding factor was really just 
what kind of player I want to be and 
what program I thought would help me 
the most,” he added. “... When I visited 
the program this weekend, it is a new 
coaching staff. But the vision was there, 
and you could tell that they're ready to 
come in and win. When I went there, 
they showed a lot of film. When I 
watched the film, they like to push the 
ball up and down the floor. That’s what I 
like most about the program.”

Williams is the third Brother Rice 
player to commit to a Division I program 
in 2022.

Three-star point guard John Black- 
well committed to Wisconsin in April, 
while two-star small forward Xavier 
Thomas committed to Toledo in June.

Shooting guard Henry Garrity, the 
son of Detroit Pistons assistant general 
manager Pat Garrity, has offers to play 
college football. That includes a pre­
ferred walk-on opportunity at Notre 
Dame, where his father played basket­
ball before enjoying a 10-year career in 
the NBA with the Phoenix Suns and Or­
lando Magic.

And junior guard Warren Marshall is 
already receiving D-II interest, despite 
playing most of his sophomore season 
in a reserve role for the Warriors.

Much of Williams’ nationwide noto­
riety comes from playing for the Detroit- 
based AAU program The Family, which 
travels the country to compete in the 
best tournaments.

But Williams said it was playing with 
his teammates at Brother Rice that 
made him the type of star he is today.

“Them two guys (Blackwell and 
Thomas), I’d say they probably helped 
me the most out of everybody,” Williams 
said. “Outside of my family, I can call 
them about anything. To ask a question,

to ask them about anything about a 
school or their opinion about where I 
could fit in. And I can just gather infor­
mation from them.”

Williams won’t be leaving for the 
state of Kentucky anytime soon. He still 
has unfinished business at Brother Rice.

The Warriors, 15-7 a year ago, enter

the 2022-23 season with one of the 
deepest rosters in Michigan. They’re 
also one of the favorites to contend for a 
Division 1 state championship.

And where he’s going to play at the 
next level won’t be on his mind while 
they make their title run. His free educa­
tion is taken care of, which is something

Williams dribbles during the Derrick 
Coleman Elite showcase at Birmingham 
Groves in June, brandon folsom/

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

that’s clearly important to him.
It took everything he had not to cry 

while mentioning the free schooling 
part about joining the Cardinals. And he 
even had his mother crying alongside 
him.

Good thing there were plenty of tis­
sues available.

- mamma'7C# '

near more. 
Do more. 
Live more.

Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a quiet 
conversation, or a secret meant for your ears only, your 
hearing is important - the team at Hear Michigan is 
dedicated to providing exceptional hearing solutions to 
suit your needs, lifestyle, and budget.

“Very friendly, competent staff. On-time and 
efficient. Thank you!!” 

a - J. Canode

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, Ml 48154

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., #1 
#1, St. Clair Shores, 

MI 48082

Hear Michigan 
Hear Michigan 

Formerly Advanced 
Hearing Instruments 

17425 Fort Street, 
Riverview, Ml 48193

Helping you hear better.

Give us a call: 248-929-5065 HEAR MICHIGAN 
CENTERS

FMPlRFTODAY
L.IVII I YLh CARPET& FLOORING

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

ITIiE

^Purchase highest value room at regular price, and get select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl and 
laminate for all other rooms of equal or lesser value for $50 each when you pay for installation, padding, 
and materials. Promotion does not apply to stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. Product 
may not be sold separate from installation. Residential installations only, and at the same address. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 10/02/22. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.

Sales (except CA, MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2022 Empire Today, LLC



Bates faces gun charges, suspended by EMU

EMU’s Emoni Bates is charged with carrying a concealed weapon and altering the identification marks on a firearm.
ABBIE PARR/GETTY IMAGES

Police say firearm 
found in car driven 
by basketball star
Tony Garcia Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Ypsilanti native and Eastern Michi­
gan basketball star Emoni Bates was ar­
rested Sunday night and faces two felo­
ny gun charges.

Bates was pulled over by the Washte­
naw County Sheriff’s Office at 10:43 
p.m. when an officer saw Bates failed to 
stop at the intersection of Nottingham 
and Clark Rd. in Superior Township, ac­
cording to the sheriff’s office.

According to police, a firearm was 
discovered in the car upon investigation 
and Bates, 18, was taken into custody 
and held in jail overnight.

Bates was arraigned Monday at 14A 
District Court, wearing a jean jacket in a 
beige colored room, He only said his 
name, “yes ma’am,” and his preferred 
address that court send his paperwork. 
Bates was released on personal bond. 
His next court hearing for probable 
cause is scheduled for Oct. 6.

Bates is charged with carrying a con­
cealed weapon and altering the identifi­
cation marks on a firearm.

“Your honor, we’d like to waive any 
formal reading of the charges before Mr. 
Bates (and) ask that the court enter a 
not-guilty plea,” Bates’ attorney, Steve 
Haney, said during Monday’s hearing. 
“Mr. Bates, Emoni, has been a lifelong 
member of the community. He’s cur­
rently a full-time student at Eastern 
Michigan University.

“This is his first brush with the law, 
he has no prior criminal history at all, I 
would submit to the court he poses no 
threat or risk to society and that he 
would certainly be responding and be 
appearing at future court dates.”

Magistrate Elisha Fink responded, “I 
don’t have a problem with the personal 
bond; I disagree that there’s no threat, 
the nature of these particular charges 
are inherently dangerous. That’s why 
we have laws regulating this kind of 
thing, so people have training, licensing 
and proper knowledge so there is not a

danger to the community.”
Haney later told the Free Press that 

Bates was borrowing a friend’s car at the 
time of the arrest.

“All we ask if that people reserve 
judgment and grant him the presump­
tion of innocence that everyone is enti­
tled to,” Haney said Monday afternoon. 
“He wasn’t trying to hide anything. Let 
the facts come out.”

Per Eastern Michigan athletic de­
partment policy, Bates has been sus­
pended from all playing and practice 
privileges until the matter is resolved.

“We are aware of a situation involv­
ing men’s basketball student-athlete 
Emoni Bates,” EMU athletics said in a 
statement Monday. “Eastern Michigan 
University takes all allegations of this 
nature very seriously.

“Because this is an on-going legal 
matter, the University will have 
no further comment at this time.”

Prior to transferring to EMU this 
summer, Bates, who originally commit­
ted to Michigan State, spent his fresh­
man year at Memphis. The 6-foot-9, 
190-pound wing averaged 9.7 points and 
3.3 rebounds on 38.6% shooting in 18 
games.

“I love my city and coming home to do 
something special was big for me,” Bates 
said in a statement last month after his 
transfer was complete. “I’ve known sev­
eral of the guys on the team from playing 
together and competing. Having a 
strong relationship and bond with my 
teammates and coaching staff was im­
portant to me.”

Before his time in college, Bates

starred in high school for three years, 
first at Ypsilanti Lincoln where he led 
the Railsplitters to the program’s first 
Division I state championship as a 
freshman in 2019 and was named the 
Division 1 Player of the Year in Michigan 
by The Associated Press.

After the 2019-20 season was cut 
short by the COVID-19 pandemic, Bates 
played at Ypsilanti Prep Academy, a 
basketball program started by his fa­
ther, E.J. Bates.

Bates graduating from high school in 
three years and entered college as the 
No. 1 ranked player in the nation in the 
class of 2021

According to EMU, Bates is the first 
former five-star prospect on a roster in 
the Mid-American Conference.

INSTALLED IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(g) (313) 241-9116
■Oder ends September 30,2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of 
Buffalo, NY. SI .000 off average price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be 
combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details.'Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the 
promotional period but all interest Is waived if the purchase amount Is paid belore the expiration of the promotional period. There Is no 
minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Rnancing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs Is provided by 
federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans 
extended by partfdpaling lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders 
are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC 
services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

u
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Why did we declare September National Replacement Window 
Month? The weather is still nice in September, which makes it 
much easier to open your home during the installation. Get this 
job done before winter and get this September-only offer.

Call before September 30th! ^|

SAVE 20% on windows1 

SAVE 20% on doors1

$o
Down

O
; Monthly

ivilh Payments

Take an
off your entire order1

Oo/°
Interest

for 1 year1

Call to schedule your FREE 
Window and Door Diagnosis

734-335-8036
RENEWAL mutahy 
b/ANDERSEN
RIKBKIHUnDOOllBUCBBI Si IB I PARTNER Of THE Vf AR SuttumDri FxcaHenc#

'DETAILS OF OFER: Offer expires 9/3Q/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire 
purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or 
entry/patio doors between 9/1/2022 and 9/30/2022. Additional $250 off your project minimum purchase of four (4) required, 
taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 9/30/2022 Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no 
minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest 
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Rnancing for GreenSky® 
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without 
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of 
a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local 
Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *National Replacement Window 
Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation.
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VINYL FLOORING IN ALL 
SHAPES, SIZES AND COLORS

Livonia Stevenson’s Mitchell Kirn scores Sept. 15 at Livonia Franklin.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Stevenson
Continued from Page IB

added goals in the second half.
It was clear by Mroz’s effort in the 

first half he was hellbent on ensuring 
the Spartans wouldn’t slip up against 
their rivals. Especially with them still 
chasing Fordson in the standings.

“He’s definitely gifted,” Uth-year Ste­
venson coach Ken Shingledecker said. 
“He’s an elite ball striker. In front of the 
goal, he’s as good as they come. He’s 
been an impact guy for us since his 
sophomore year. He can get around 
pretty much anyone. He’s a good passer 
of the ball. ... He’s got a lot of things in 
his game that makes our team much 
better.”

Mroz, who played for the Michigan 
Jaguars FC leading up to this season, is 
still uncommitted, but he’s receiving

#1 GUTTER GUARD IN THE USA2

recruiting interest from small Division I 
schools and a few D-IIs.

Should he help the Spartans com­
plete the bounce back, ensure they up­
set Fordson on Sept. 30 and earn anoth­
er berth into the KLAA championship 
game, that should boost his recruiting 
interest.

Colleges certainly love winners.
But Stevenson isn’t overlooking its 

upcoming slate of games. League oppo­
nents such as Westland John Glenn, 
Dearborn and rival Livonia Churchill are 
all ahead of that Fordson match.

“If we can beat Fordson, we can put 
ourselves in a good spot,” Shingledecker 
said. “But you’ve got to take care of your 
business, and that’s all we can control at 
this point, winning the games in front of 
us.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (dfolsom- 
brandonj.

LeafJi Filter
GUTTER
PROTECTION

.m
CLOG-FREE
GUTTERS
GUARANTEED

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

On% OFT n 1 n0|OFF
JEai YOUR ENTIRE I TO THE FIRS"

PURCHASE*
FIRST 

50 CALLERS**

GET FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
www.LeafFilter.com/grop Promo Code: 364

734-666-0904
r;r

jfSL A COMPANY OF LIFETIME
88LEAFH0ME'

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

Hanger

New or 
Existing 
Gutter

‘For those who qiialrfSroSpe^lS^d. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. "Offer valid at time of estimate only 2lhe leading consumer reporting agency 

conduaed a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafRIter as the "#1 rated professional^ Installed gutter guard system in America.' CSLB#1035795 
DOPL#10783658-5501 License#7656 Ucense#50145 Ucense#41354 Ucense#99338 license# 128344 Ucense#218294 WAUBI#603 233 977 Ucense#2102212986 
license# 2106212946 Ucense# 2705132153A Ucense# LEAFFNW-822JZ Ucense#VWD56912 Ucense#WC-29998-H17 Nassau NIC Ucense# HOI 067000 Registratton# 176447 
Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration#C127230Registration#366920918Registration#PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13yH09953900 
Registration# PAD69383 Suffolk HIC Ucense# 52229-H Ucense# 2705169445 Ucense# 262000022 Ucense# 262000403 Ucense# 0086990 Registration# H-19114
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New Floors
INCREASE YOUR HOME’S VALUE!
Fall is our favorite season to install new luxury vinyl 
floors in your home! The cooler temperatures and 
low humidity are great for installing wood floors this 
time of the year. Vinyl floors are stain and moisture 
resistant, easy to clean and maintain, and durable.

FLOOR COVERINGS

Book a Free In-Home Consultation!

947-600-7060 • bookfci.com
'Exclusions may apply, Bach Franchise Is a Locally Owned and Independently Operated Business,

3DAYBLINDS5
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

1
1
ir

• Y <

-!. .. ■' ■
i|. 1
i . Installation

on Custom Blinds, Shades, 
Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313)466-6126

ID’
WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!*

*Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special 
orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other 
offer or discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/2022. State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: 
Arizona 321056. California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181. 
Pennsylvania PA107656. Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY 
H01073101. Rockland County, NY H-12401-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Sen/ices, LLC: Virginia 
2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC.
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Aussie destinationsFIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight line. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
12 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
Caustralianwordgames.coni.au

Alps Ceduna Gondola Maps Shop

Apartment Charm Hike Maya Simpson

Ascot City Hostels Miner Skiing

Axes Coach House Noosa Sunny

Balllna Colo Idea North Theme

Beat Crab Jetty Rare Town

Bega Desert Laze Rest Treks

Blyth Easel Leisure Roma Trip

Bull Echuca Leura Sail Water

Busy Eden Look Snowy Weir

Cars Feed Lush Mountains Whales

TODAY’S ANSWER
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©2022 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com

KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 though 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single-box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.

3T1‘•fan*:
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: SILVER

TODAY’S ANSWER

l 9 6 I 9 8 Z P £
l Z s 9 p £ 6 L 8
8 P e 6 z L I 9
P L 9 Z 8 l £ 6
S 6 8 L £ 9 P I Z
e I z S 6 P L 8 9
9 S \ 8 L Z £ 6 P
3 8 p e l 6 9 L
6 e L p 9 S 8 Z I

1 5 3
7 5 9 3 8

7 1
8 9 1 3

4 6 7 8
9 3 8 7

1 2
7 3 6 2 1
4 1 7

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD
ACROSS 59 Throws out a 10 Slightly more 36 Word from

1 Mooch from window than mon- Old English for
12 Dance without 60 What cycling 11 Influenced “mission”

fancy costumes shorts may 12 Owner of 37 Mag space
14 One in hostile mitigate Vichy skincare measures

pursuit products 39 Passes by
16 Recital rendition DOWN 13 Something 40 “Darn it!”
17 Sin that sounds 1 One after stretched for 41 Not acting

like a shortened another workouts natural?
state 2 Backlash 14 Last words of the 43 Hardest human

18 Genoa’s Johnny from abstract Best Song Oscar tissue
19 Convenient in expressionism winner for 1939 45 I as in ores

the extreme 3 Starter akin to 15 Thunders 49 Big leaguer
21 Name on auri- 20 Pupil neighbor cheered by

Big Easy wines 4 Holes in your 22 Some things a green alien
24 Sponsor of Md.’s head stretched for mascot

Cryptologic 5 Philanthropic comfort 51 Net star's
Museum activity 23 Beat the bushes nickname

25 In shabby shape 6 Midrange for ballplayers 53 Apt rhyme for
26 Telltale sign picture quality 27 “Neat, please” “Brooklynese”
29 Terre en la mer designation 28 Any QB throw 56 YWCA student’s
30 Twister game 7 Didn’t buck 31 Displays disuse goal

name 8 Extreme 33 Make sure 57 Nearing the__
32 What M may 9 Hard Rock 34 They trouble you 58 What you may

stand for Cafe’s HQ 35__pad be up to
33 Box 
35 Not-so-small 

scraps
38 Run to
39 Android analog 
42 Competitor

carrying a 
compass

44 Set of presidents 
elected from 
Virginia

46 Tea__
47 For which 

574 once 
denoted AK

48 007 film theme 
performer
10 years before 
Adele

50 Rhineland region 
52 Census Bureau 

drink category
54 He called Ike 

‘The best clerk 
I ever had”

55 Fiancee, say? CREATORS SYNDICATE ©2022 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM 9/24/22
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

R Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com
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All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

{Engineering & IT

Great Buys

neighborly deals...%
Transportation

best deal for you...

<3> Cars
ENGINEERING
AGP eGlass Co. is accepting resumes 
for Supplier Development Engineer in 
Canton, Ml. Partner with internal 
cross-functional team members and 
external suppliers to deliver business 
results through the New Product 
Development process. Mail resume to 
AGP eGlass Co., Attn: HR 41600 
Haggerty Cir S, Canton, Ml 48187. 
Must reference Ref. SDE-VV

FLAT ROCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FLEA MARKET:

Sun. October 2 at Flat Rock Speed­
way; 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission 

and parking; No pets allowed.
14041 Telegraph Road. 734-782-5220. 

www.flatrockhistory.org

Find what you want in CLASSIFIED!

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI0571980-01

2018 Lincoln MKZ 2.0 Reserve, AWD, 
Burgendy/ton, 38,500 mil., navi sys., 

remote start, loaded + premium care 
8 yr. warranty, pristine cond. $30,900. 

248-514-3098

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today.

15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 

Discounts.

Call 1-866-495-1709

SELL YOUR CAR
FIND GARAGE SALE

GET A JOB
ADOPT A PET

BUYA BOAT-
FIND FURNITURE
GET A MASSAGE

Check out the classified ads everyday.


