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GARDEN CITY

Library gets new lease through June 2025
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Following some uncertainty surrounding its status 
operating at the Maplewood Community Center earli
er this year, the Garden City Public Library now has a 
home for at least the next few years.

Garden City’s city council recently approved a new

lease for the library to remain at the Maplewood build
ing, 31735 Maplewood St., through June 2025.

“We’re extremely happy that we know where we’ll 
be for the next three, possibly four, years,” Library Di
rector James Lenze said. “That takes a lot of stress off 
the staff and there won’t be any interruption in library 
services because we won’t have to move.”

The library will pay $48,100 annually, up from the

$31,500 it pays now, and it can expand its operations 
into the senior fitness room at Maplewood as Garden 
City moves its senior programming to the Radcliff Cen
ter. The city purchased the Radcliff building, formerly 
a Schoolcraft College asset, in February.

“We’ve changed the ceiling tiles, painted the walls

See LIBRARY, Page 2A
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Madonna University film students and teachers watch a take of the student film, “2 Hearts, 2 Secrets.”
PHOTOS BY SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Starbucks seeks 
new cafe in SE 
Farmington Hills 
shopping center
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Ordering Frappuccinos in southeast Farmington 
Hills may get much easier in the near future. It’ll just 
take a decision from the city’s Zoning Board of Ap
peals.

Plans for a stand-alone Starbucks have come be
fore the city with the Seattle-based coffee giant look
ing to open a new store in the vacant buildings in the 
southeast comer of the West River shopping center 
at 30000 Grand River.

“We’ve already acquired those two properties. We 
did it at our own risk,” said Nick Shango, the petition
er who owns that property. “We have a lease with 
Starbucks. If this gets approved, we can move for
ward.”

The shop would include a drive-thm, which 
causes some issues getting the project approved. Due 
to the building’s location near residential, a drive- 
thru is not allowed under city ordinance. A variance 
would be needed to add the drive-thru, something 
discussed at the city’s planning commission meeting 
Aug. 18.

“So the use isn’t permitted in this location. So this

See STARBUCKS, Page 2A

Madonna University’s film 
tradition simulates Hollywood
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Chris Nickin remembers being a student at Madon
na University and making a roughly hour-long film 
with a group of other students.

Now, he’s helping current students do the same 
thing during their final semesters of college. But in
stead of a motley crew of three or four film students, 
the tradition today takes a small army of students and 
volunteers.

His students pitch ideas, write scripts, shoot scenes 
and get in the editing room to make a bona fide film 
during their senior capstone class. Nicken, an adjunct 
instructor at Madonna who’s worked as an actor, di
rector and producer, runs the class alongside three 
other teachers. The class simulates what working on a 
Hollywood set would be like, meaning the students 
work long days.

“I know 10 hours sounds like a lot, but it doesn’t 
even feel like that because we’re having so much fun,” 
said Jeremiah Brown, a senior and one of the pro
ducers on this year’s film. “Our teachers say making a

See TRADITION, Page 2A
Director of photography Mason Logerquist sets up 
a shot for the student film.
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Fundraiser benefits Canton Historical Society
Brew, Brats, & Bands festival set for Sept. 10
Courtesy of Canton Township

Preparations are underway for Can
ton’s annual Brew, Brats, & Bands at the 
Barn fundraising event 6-9 p.m. Sept. 10 
in Preservation Park, 500 N. Ridge Road. 
Proceeds from this event will support 
the Canton Historical Society.

“This event will always be affection
ately known as B4 because it was

‘Brews, Brats and Bands at the Barn’ and 
it will remain so even without the phys
ical barn,” said Gregg King, Canton His
torical Society member and fundraiser 
organizer. “Each September it is an hon
or to host this annual fall tradition at a 
park that preserves and celebrates his
torical buildings.”

Admission includes seven drink 
tickets, each good for a four-ounce beer

tasting sample. Attendees will be able to 
choose from more than 75 different craft 
and specialty beers to sample in one lo
cation, including beers from local brew
eries such as Canton Brew Works, 
Bearded Lamb Brewing Company, Ypsi 
Alehouse and North Center Brewing 
Company. Brats with all the fixings will 
also be included with admission, as well 
as a keepsake beer tasting mug.

Musical entertainment will be pro
vided throughout the evening by Stand
ing Room Only, performing classic rock

hits, and All Directions, playing rhythm 
and blues standards.

Tickets are $40 if purchased online 
before Sept. 9, and $45 at the door (cash 
only). Get tickets online at events.beer- 
fests.com. Designated Driver tickets are 
also available for $10. Additional beer 
tasting tickets are available for pur
chase; receive four additional tickets for 
$5.

For more information on Brew, Brats, 
& Bands at the Barn, visit www.canton- 
historicalsociety. org.

Survey gauges Novi residents’ interest in fiber network
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

How’s your internet speed these 
days? Are you satisfied with the price 
you pay and what you get in return?

Novi city officials are asking resi
dents these questions in a broadband 
survey that takes only about five min
utes if you’ve got a decent connection.

If not, all the more reason to partici
pate as this feedback could spur pursuit 
of fiber connections in the city.

“We are hoping to get as much feed
back as we can so we know what resi
dents want and if they are satisfied with 
the current service,” Humna Anjum, city 
project engineer and broadband com
mittee member, said. “A lot of people are 
working from home, students are work
ing from home, and we want to know if 
they have the speed they need.”

The city council began exploring last 
year the possibility of bringing faster, 
more reliable internet service to resi
dents. The quest began with a look at 
what other communities are doing, in
cluding Farmington and Farmington 
Hills, who partnered to create a fiber op
tic network and drive down internet and 
cable prices.

Novi is looking for feedback on an idea 
to install fiber optic infrastructure as a 
way to get faster internet access to all 
parts of the city. Pictured is a 
construction crew member installing a 
fiber optic network in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin.
SARAH KLOEPPING/USA TODAY NETWORK

Earlier this year, Novi contracted 
with Foresight Group, a national multi
discipline engineering company, to ana
lyze current broadband services and 
provide potential solutions.

The survey, which started in May, is 
the most important information that 
will be gathered.

“The biggest benefit is hearing di

rectly from residents. I it’s the best info 
you can get,” Ashley Ball, Foresight 
broadband engineering program man
ager, said. “Are they satisfied, and if not, 
why not? Is it the price they are paying? 
Is it the speed?”

Ball notes that while some of the 
main roads in Novi have a fiber connec
tion, many of the residential areas are 
served by “older legacy networks.” The 
main provider in Novi is Charter/Spec
trum, which does not offer fiber in the 
city. Comcast/Xfinity is also present in 
Novi, but likewise doesn’t provide fiber. 
AT&T offers fiber availability only to a 
few neighborhoods in Novi.

The traditional copper wires used by 
these providers can result in very slow 
internet speeds, particularly as more 
people are working from home, as 
streaming services increase, as more 
homes turn to smart devices for appli
ances, for medical needs, for security 
systems and more.

“Fiber to homes will achieve making 
sure you don’t experience slower inter
net speeds or a drastic reduction if mul
tiple people in the home or your neigh
bors are using the internet at the same 
time,” Ball said.

While some residents’ needs might

be currently being met for today’s 
needs, survey results so far are not 
showing that and more are needed.

As of Aug. 23, only 359 surveys had 
been completed. With about 26,500 
households in Novi, Ball is hoping for at 
least 2,600 responses and a good cross- 
section of the city, with multiple areas 
represented.

A look at internet speed tests submit
ted by 173 survey participants showed a 
vast majority, 145, are underserved 
—meaning they have download speeds 
that are greater than 25 megabits per 
second and upload speeds topping 3 
megabits per second, but less than 
100Mbps/20Mbps. Another five partici
pants were cormted as unserved, with 
speeds less than 25/3.

Only 23 were counted as having ade
quate service, greater than 
100Mbps/20Mbps, which Ball said is 
likely because they are in an area where 
fiber is available and have chosen to pay 
for the service.

The survey will help inform the city if 
there is enough demand in Novi to pur
sue fiber offerings from providers. The 
deadline to fill out the survey is Sept. 16.

To complete the survey now, visit no- 
vi.servicezones.net/Novi.

Starbucks
Continued from Page 1A

is not something you can approve. If you 
deny him tonight, he can appeal to the 
zoning board of appeals per the city at
torney,” said Joe Tangari, a consultant 
with Giffels Webster, the firm that works 
with planning in the city. “Then he can 
come back if he gets the use variance 
that would be required to allow the use 
in this location.”

Denying the project is just what hap

pened: the planning commission voted 
unanimously to deny the site plan as 
presented. Dubbed a procedural move, 
the denial allows Shango to take his 
case to the Zoning Board of Appeals to 
rule on granting a variance for the drive- 
thru. If that variance is granted, the pro
ject can then return to the planning 
commission for its review and recom
mendation.

If added, the coffee shop would con
tinue growth at the center west of Mid- 
dlebelt and between Grand River and 
Nine Mile. Several other businesses 
have located in the plaza in recent years,

including Big Lots, The Edge Fitness 
Club and Evolution Hair Company and 
Beauty Bar. In addition, the Riviera Cin
ema Powered by Emagine also expand
ed, adding more theaters to the multi
plex.

Shango said they’ve tried to make as 
much progress as possible for the pro
ject, including completing a thorough 
traffic study and communicating with 
the residents who live on nearby Pur
due. He said the efforts are being made 
to ensure a smooth transition to add the 
coffee shop as easily as possible to the 
shopping center.

“We’ve already begun sending letters 
out to the residents, the people who live 
on Purdue,” Shango said. “I’m going to 
the residents, I know that’s going to be a 
factor.

“I want everyone to understand what 
we’re doing and what impact, any ques
tions we have.”

A Starbucks location exists in the 
West River plaza, located inside Target. 
So there’s no drive-thru, and business 
hours are limited currently to 9:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak(a)hometownlife. com.
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Library
Continued from Page 1A

and new carpet is about to be installed 
into that/’ City Manager Doc Dougher
ty said of the senior fitness space. “So, 
that’ll expand the library’s footprint 
over there a little bit.”

Lenze said the library is considering 
using the new square footage for pro
gramming or office space for staff. Ei
ther way, the extension will allow the 
library to better host events, he said.

“We’re not 100% committed to this 
yet, but it will probably be a dedicated

Tradition
Continued from Page 1A

film is like summer camp for adults, 
which is exactly how it feels.”

This year, the class is mixing things

programming room for our story times, 
youth programs and adult programs,” 
Lenze said. “It will probably also be used 
for library board meetings.”

The new lease comes amid a lawsuit 
between the two public entities. The 
city approached the library with a new 
lease option shortly after a Hometown 
Life story published in May discussing 
the library’s future.

Garden City filed a lawsuit against 
the library in October over lease fees city 
officials claim the library hasn’t paid for 
years. The library is countersuing, 
claiming the city has neglected its re
sponsibilities as the library’s fiscal 
agent.

up a little. They’re making a shorter film 
than usual, shooting most scenes on 
campus and featuring a romance be
tween two women.

“It is super different, and I think it’s a 
great thing to bring awareness to on 
campus,” said Madison Vinitski, a sen
ior and producer. “We have LGBT clubs, 
but having this be the first friendly film 
feels good.

“It’s feels good that our class is the 
first to do it.”

Nicken said a shorter format will op
timize students’ chances at being cho
sen for film festivals and awards. Ma
donna usually churns out a 90-minute 
or two-hour film, which is atypical when 
compared to other colleges.

Madonna usually isn’t a set for the 
class — Nicken joked students are nor
mally anxious to get off campus — but 
this year’s film focuses on two college 
students. The short film, “2 Hearts, 2 
Secrets” is a romance between a college 
softball player and a student radio DJ 
who both harbor secrets they’re afraid 
will come to light. The production re
cently wrapped and will premiere in De
cember.

v

Through a voter-approved millage, 
the library plans to have saved enough 
funding to build its own facility in 2029 
at the former Burger School site, which 
the library owns.

Lenze said he’s glad to not have to 
worry about finding a new temporary 
home for the library just yet. Ideally, 
he’d like to remain at Maplewood until 
the library is able to build its own facil
ity.

“I think it works out best for the resi
dents if we’re able to continue operating 
here,” Lenze said.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.

“My character is very, very shy,” said 
Ayres Went, a junior at Wayne State 
University playing one of the film’s two 
leads. “I think it’s less of a romance sto
ry, even though that is a major facet of it, 
but it’s more of people coming to terms 
with who they are and who makes them 
who they are.”

An average shooting day hosted 20- 
30 people who worked on the cast, crew 
and production teams.

Brown and Vinitski, who are part of 
the eight-person capstone class, said 
the process simply couldn’t happen 
without the friends and film fans who 
pitch in.

They might be in Livonia with a 
group of mostly armature filmmakers, 
but the students say it feels like working 
on a professional set.

“They are incredibly professional - I 
was surprised by that,” Went said. “The 
involvement the teachers have also 
makes it a real teaching experience 
through and through, which is really 
cool to see.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. .
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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY
Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 7:30pm

Plymouth District Library Board will hold a public hearing on the proposed library budget for 
the fiscal year January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023 prior to the regular board meeting on 
Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 7:30pm.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to 
support the proposed budget will be a subject of this

hearing.
A copy of the budget, including the proposed property tax millage rates, is available for public 
inspections on the library’s website at plvmouthlibrarv.org. Documents are also available 
for public inspection during regular business hours at Plymouth District Library, 223 S Main 
St, Plymouth, MI 48170.
Persons with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services in order to participate in the 
meeting should notify Shauna Anderson, Library Director, at 734-453-0750 ext. 218 or 
sanderson@plvmouthlibrarv.org within a reasonable time in advance of the meeting.

Publish: September 4, 2022 LO-0008789555 3*3
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Depot Day brings old-fashioned fun to South Lyon
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The 41st annual Depot Day will arrive 
at McHattie Park in South Lyon on Sept. 
10, bringing old-fashioned fun to the 
historical village.

“Depot Day is a day for the communi
ty,” South Lyon Area Historical Society 
President Linda Ross said. “It’s a free 
event to come out and get acquainted 
with the society, see what we do and 
have to offer, to come tour our buildings 
and hear the history we have to share 
about South Lyon.”

All the fun can be found 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sept. 10, with the action taking 
place in and around the historical vil
lage buildings.

Bubble Man Ron Loyd is back by pop
ular demand for two shows in the 
schoolhouse at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. The 
bubbleologist will blow your mind with 
what he does with soapy concoctions 
that result in bubbles within bubbles, 
extensive strings of bubbles, square 
bubbles and more.

Zeemo, who has attended Depot Day 
for several years with magic and com
edy, returns with juggling and yo-yo 
tricks to astound 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., with a 
show on the gazebo at noon, as well as 
around the village.

For the second year in a row, an old- 
time band with about 20 members will 
perform at 2:30 p.m. at the gazebo, with 
music from around the turn of the 20th 
century, as well as from the 1930s and 
40s, Ross said.

A butter making demonstration and 
classic vehicles will be on site as well as 
crafts and vendors, lawn games, a kids’ 
treasure hunt, face painting, a bake sale, 
and hot dogs and hamburgers from the 
Kiwanis Club.

Visitors can check out a model rail
road in the freight house, and a quilt 
show in the chapel. Storytime by the Sa
lem-South Lyon District Library will 
take place in the schoolhouse.

The South Lyon Area Historical Soci
ety is hoping to add to their collection of 
historical buildings, too, with their first 
fundraiser to move a barn to the village.

A silent auction will feature gift bas
kets made up of items donated by local 
businesses in the Witch’s Hat Train De
pot, with bids accepted 10 a.m. to 
3:15 p.m. Winners will be announced at 
3:30 p.m.

“We think the barn is important to 
add to the village for historical preserva
tion and to promote the history of South 
Lyon,” Ross said. “We started as a farm
ing and agriculture community.”

sbromley@hometownlife. com

A freight train car at Witch’s Hat Depot in South Lyon’s historical village.

The Little Village Chapel, a mail order 
chapel from Sears, Roebuck & Co., was 
originally built on East Liberty Street 
in 1930. It was moved to the village at 
McHattie Park in 2000.

Bubble fun has been part of the annual 
Depot Day in the past. Bubble man Ron 
Loyd returns this year to entertain 
young and old. hometownlife.com file

The “Witch’s Hat” Depot was built in 1909 after an 1871 Pere Marquette depot 
burned down. The depot served as a passenger station until 1955 and in 1976, 
the structure was moved to its current location in the historical village in South 
Lyon, where it serves as a museum, photos by susan bromley/hometownlife.com
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Canton woman starts 
nonprofit school for 
refugees in Pakistan
Sarah Raza Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Sommieh Flower still remembers the 
unexpected sight of children picking up 
trash on the side of the street in Paki
stan.

“It was hot and dusty,” Flower re
called from her visit 11 years ago. “They 
were dressed raggedly most of the time.” 
Collecting discarded plastic to resell for 
a profit, it was clear the children were 
not in school.

She noticed them, but they noticed 
Flower, too; there weren’t many foreign
ers in the area, and given that she was 
white. Flower stuck out like a sore 
thumb.

In 2011, Flower had moved from Can
ton to Pakistan with her husband. After

seeing the number of children on the 
streets and out of school, she decided to 
start a school for them.

Today, that school is named Sitara, 
translating to “star” in Urdu, and pri
marily serves low-income and refugee 
children. The organization, Sitara Insti
tute, operates as a nonprofit out of 
Michigan and runs entirely on small do
nations.

Education makes up only 2% of Paki
stan’s budget, and the country has one 
of the lowest literacy rates in the world. 
Private schools are unaffordable for 
many families, and government-run 
schools can lack basics such as water 
and electricity. Without reliable school
ing options, it’s no surprise that almost

See NONPROFIT, Page 5A
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James a Jim” Marlyn Brown
BIRMINGHAM - James 

“Jim” Marlyn Brown, of 
Birmingham, passed 
away August 21, 2022 at 
age 92. He was born to 
his parents Joe Edward 
and Alta (nee Scurlock)
Brown on March 17,1930 
in Bold Springs, Tennes
see. When Jim was 21, he 
moved to the Detroit area 
and began his 32+ year 
career with BASE He was also very involved with 
the Ferndale Free Methodist Church and led their 
senior adult group, OASIS. Jim further engaged 
with his community acting as the vice president 
of the Loners on Wheels RV club and square 
dancing with the Clawsonaires and Birmingham 
Quadrilles. First and foremost, Jim was a family 
man. He was devoted to his family, quietly gener
ous, and a man of extraordinary character. Jim is 
survived by his wife of over 16 years, Anita Gala; 
children, Debbie Burkhart, Barbara Brown, and 
Patricia (Kevin) Finicky; grandchildren, Madison 
Elnicky and Matthew Elnicky; and siblings, Lois 
Ethridge, Doris (Bill) Ethridge, Betty Silverstrand, 
and Ethel Ridings. He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Joe and Alta Brown; and siblings, Calvin 
Brown, Joe Brown, Billy Brown, and Sue Simpson. 
A memorial service for Jim will be held at 10:00 
AM, with memorial visitation beginning at 9:30 
AM, Wednesday, September 7,2022 at the Ferndale 
Free Methodist Church, 1950 Woodward Heights, 
Ferndale, MI 48220; (248) 541-2224. In lieu of 
flowers, Jims family requests memorial contribu
tions to the Ferndale Free Methodist Church and/ 
or St. Joseph Mercy Oakland Hospital, Office of 
Development, 44405 Woodward Avenue, Pontiac, 
MI 48341. Full obituary can be found online at 
www.GramerFuneralHome.com.

Lawrence (Larry) Howard Ladder
LEWISTON - Lawrence 

(Larry) Howard Fackler,
60 years old, from Lew
iston, Maine has been 
called home to be with 
the Lord on August 10,
2022 from natural causes 
of chronic medical con
ditions.

Born in Wayne County 
grew up in Garden City.
He graduated from West 
High in 1979. He enlisted in the US Navy, served 
4 years and was stationed on the USS Enterprise. 
He was a proud patriot and veteran.

He is the son of Morris and Eileen Fackler (de
ceased). Survived by former wife Diane Fackler, 
Step-father to Keara, Deana, Kelli Conner, wife 
Desiree and 10 grandchildren. “Papa” to Breauna

Brother to: Cheryl Dork, Elizabeth Fackler, and 
John Fackler.

Uncle to: Shawn, Jason, Erica, Lynsey, Joey, Evan, 
Ryan and Johnny.

He worked as a maintenance man (ON-Time 
Maintenance) and did construction as well. His 
hobby in retirement was creating keepsakes from 
branches and wood he would find. He was never 
too tired to make a friend and share a smoke, 
especially with his best friends Mike and brother- 
in-law Jimmy. He loved hanging out with veterans 
and his family.

We are blessed to have had Larry in our lives and 
forever in our hearts. Rest In Peace our Brother, 
Step-Father, and Friend.

Honors Ceremony will be posted through Fam
ily First, Mid Maine cremation services to those 
who wish to attend.

Funeral home info - Lawry Brothers Funeral 
Home 107 Main Street - Fairfield, Maine 04937 
Phone: 207-453-9107

David John Lucchetti
KALAMAZOO - David John Lucchetti, 64, of 

Kalamazoo, passed away on August 22, 2022.
Dave was born in Pontiac, MI, on May 21, 

1958, to Robert and Janice (Tibor) Lucchetti. 
For 27 years, Dave worked as a kitchen manager 
at LaRue’s Family Restaurant where he gave his all. 
He loyally rooted for the Detroit Lions and Detroit 
Tigers and was a huge Trop Rock fan. We know 
Dave was most relaxed when at the beach or near 
water. We will remember Dave most for his quick 
wit that betrayed the depth of his intelligence and 
for his love of family. Despite the bumps along 
the road, Dave was on a path to strengthening the 
bonds with those he held first in his heart - his 
children and grandchildren.

Dave is survived by his mother, Janice; two sons, 
Nicholas (Mallory) Lucchetti and Anthony Luc
chetti; brother, John Lucchetti and two sisters, 
Mary Catherine (Steve) Giroux and Anne (John) 
Geary; two grandchildren, Maggie Lucchetti and 
Milo Lucchetti; several nieces and nephews; his 
dear friend, Yvonne Branch; and his former wife 
and mother of Nicholas and Anthony, Diane Luc
chetti.

He was preceded in death by his father, Robert 
Joseph Lucchetti.

Friends may visit with the family from 3-4 
p.m. on Wednesday, August 31,2022, at Langeland 
Family Funeral Homes Burial and Cremation 
Services, 3926 S 9th St., Kalamazoo, MI 49009. In 
keeping with Daves passion for beaches, casual 
(Hawaiian/island) attire is suggested. Following 
the visitation, a funeral service will take place at 
4 p.m. in the funeral chapel. Rev. James Dyke will 
officiate the service. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
may be given to the family to establish an edu
cation fund for his grandchildren. Please visit 
https://www.langelands.com to view the online 
obituary, sign the guest book, and leave messages 
for the family.

In Memory of
William “Bill” Allen Kohn Sr.

William (“Bill”) Allen Kohn Sr, age 91, who went 
to be with Jesus on August 6, 2022, was born to 
Waldemar and Fern (Lapp) Kohn on April 11,1931, 
in Watertown, Wisconsin. He was raised in near
by Hustisford, population 537, where he was the 
valedictorian of the Hustisford High School Class 
of 1948 and played on the basketball and baseball 
teams. Bill graduated from Valparaiso University 
in 1952 with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.
While at Valpo, he met the love of his life, Margaret 
Steelman and they married on August 30, 1952.
He received his draff notice three days before the 
wedding and, 19 days after the wedding, he found himself in the Army. Hi 
time in the Army included being stationed at Thule Air Base in Greenlan< 
for 16 months.

Upon Bill’s return home, the young couple lived on the east side of Detroit, 
where he worked for Rockwell Automotive for one year before going to Ford 
Motor Company in 1956. They eventually moved to Westland and then 
Livonia, Michigan, where they raised their three children. While at Ford, 
Bill worked in the automotive safety group. Ford sent him to California to 
help in the development of modern crash test dummies and to work with 
Carroll Shelby on some projects. In 1967, he went to work for American 
Safety, which was purchased several times, and became Faurecia at his retire
ment. Throughout his career, he pioneered designs and improvements in 
automotive safety, including seatbelts, padded dashboards, head restraints, 
child safety seats, and early prototypes of airbags, that have saved millions 
of lives. He was a lifetime member of the Society of Automotive Engineers 
(SAE). In retirement he and Margaret moved to New Hudson, Michigan.

Bill and Margaret were early members of Faith Lutheran Church in Livonia, 
where he served on the Board of Trustees and various other committees. Bill 
and Margaret welcomed visitors into their home from all over the world, 
including an immigrant couple from post-War Germany, a lay minister 
from Papua New Guinea, Japanese and Mexican exchange students, and 
many others.

Bill helped those in need regardless of their background and he taught 
these same values to his children. While in summer school at Valpo in 1950, 
Bill saw a man walking along a rural highway one weekend arid was con
cerned he would not make it to town before dark. Bill offered him a ride 
and learned he was George Etudor, a Valpo student from Nigeria. George 
explained he had to leave town to get a meal since the school cafeteria was 
closed on weekends in the summer and Valparaiso’s restaurants were “white 
only” due to heavy KKK influence. For the remainder of the summer, Bill 
drove George to a truck stop in the next county to eat on the weekends.

Bill is survived by his wife Margaret, children William Jr. (Diane), Philip 
(Lisa), and Diane; his grandchildren Ryanne Tomford (Eric), Heidi O’Neill 
(Peter), P.J. (Madison), and Jacob (Hannah); and his great-grandchildren 
Benjamin, Bella, Harwell, and Harper. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, his brother Robert, and his grandson Eric.

A Memorial service will be held at Hope Lutheran Church at 39200 West 
Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 on September 10,2022. 
Visitation will be at 10am and the service at 11am, with a lunch to follow 
in the fellowship hall. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to 
the Wounded Warrior Project or Doctors without Borders in Bill’s memory.
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Sommieh Flower stands with some of the children of Chatha Bakhtawar who 
attend the school named Sitara, Urdu for “star.” provided by kiran javed

Nonprofit
Continued from Page 4A

23 million children are out of school.
Flower was the principal at the Is

lamic private school Crescent Academy 
International in Canton, Michigan, 
when she married Tariq Ashraf Khan in 
2010. She knew her husband planned to 
move back to Pakistan eventually, 
where he had lived previously. At the 
end of the school year, she resigned 
from her position and moved with him 
in the summer of that year as a test run, 
to see whether she would be able to ad
just to life in Pakistan.

They moved to Chatha Bakhtawar, a 
small town situated just outside the 
country’s capital of Islamabad. Initially, 
Flower amused herself with the usual 
tourist activities, visiting landmarks, 
and historic sites. But after the first 
month went by, she grew bored.

“I didn’t know what to do with my
self,” she said. “So I thought, let me use 
this TEFL certificate for something,” re
ferring to the certification required to 
teach English as a second language.

As she walked up and down the 
blocks during the day, giving out copies 
of her curriculum vitae to private 
schools in hopes of securing a teaching 
job, she noticed many children on the 
side of the street.

To them, the sight of an American in 
the small town was curious.

Who’s that lady?

“I was like a novelty,” she said. They 
began to follow her around, and, over 
time, they warmed up to each other. She 
would give them spare change she had 
in her pocket or take them to the grocery 
store to buy them snacks.

One day, the kids followed her all the 
way back home. Like many foreigners, 
Flower only drank bottled water in Paki
stan, and she had amassed a pile of 
plastic in her home. When the kids saw 
the bottles, “they were deliriously hap
py,” immediately fighting over who 
would claim them.

They returned the next day for more 
recyclables, but Flower was now out of 
plastic, so she gave them food instead. 
They played around the house, creating 
games using whatever they had on

hand, like marbles or rocks. As Flower 
spent more time around the kids, they 
began to have basic conversations, ask
ing each other’s names.

As Thanksgiving drew near, she pre
pared to return to the United States to 
visit family. In the blog she was using to 
keep in touch with friends back home, 
she wrote about these kids, detailing 
their interactions and shenanigans.

‘Why don’t you start a school?’

“It sounds like you really love these 
children,” a friend wrote back. “Why 
don’t you start a school for them?”

A couple of days before she left, she 
had a dream where she saw nearly 100 
kids in her home. They were sitting in 
the courtyard, some reading books, 
some playing. The sight of smiling and 
laughing children reminded her of a 
playground at recess.

When she woke up, she told her hus
band she wanted to start a school for the 
kids, a space where they could play and 
learn.

Flower went home over Thanksgiv
ing and told her friends that she wanted 
to open a school. According to Sitara 
Trust board member Mona Dudeen, 
many families in the Canton and Ann 
Arbor community trusted her from her 
role at Crescent Academy. By the time 
Flower returned to Pakistan, she had 
gathered $20,000 in donations to start 
the school.

“Anyone who hears about the situa
tion just feels compelled to help,” said 
Dudeen.

Khan had gotten some whiteboards 
and desks back in Pakistan, and they set 
them up in the extra room in their home. 
When the kids saw the whiteboards, 
their eyes grew wide. News of a school 
spread through word of mouth, and 
soon 20 eager children were coming 
over to her house regularly for class.

Flower faced a language gap because 
many of the children spoke Urdu or 
Pashtun. To bridge the language gap 
and help with the increasing number of 
students, Flower hired two teachers.

One of them was Rizwana Sami, who 
now serves as the school principal. Sami 
said she enjoyed teaching because she 
and her co-staff built positive relation
ships with the children.

“The children that receive some spe
cial attention from their parents are 
blessed,” Sami said. “But these children 
are ignored by society because their

parents are poor and uneducated.”

‘These children can 
save their parents’

Literacy is especially important for 
families because “these children can 
save their parents,” Dudeen said. They 
can read the bills, or the doctor’s orders 
if their parents get sick.

The school now teaches students up 
to their college years, or the equivalent 
of 12th grade in the U.S. The majority of 
the children that Sitara serves are refu
gees, hailing from Afghanistan, Punjab, 
and Kashmir, and fleeing war or natural 
disaster.

Many of these children face barriers 
to entry for education: they don’t have 
the proper paperwork for school or can’t 
afford it. Even free public schools come 
with a cost, as families have to pay for 
books, uniforms and transportation. 
Such schools are riddled with other is
sues as well, such as weak curricula and 
teacher absence.

Sitara, on the other hand, operates on 
a sliding scale. For orphans and refu
gees, Sitara expects its families to pro
vide only one necessity, such as shoes. 
For families who can afford to pay, Sit- 
ara’s full school fees amount to 1,500 Pa
kistani rupees per month, the equiva
lent of 7 U.S. dollars, as opposed to the 
private schools in the area that charge 
20,000 rupees per month.

Sitara continues to run almost en
tirely on private donations to Sitara In
stitute in Michigan, according to Mona 
Dudeen.

The school is ever-growing and de
veloping to meet community needs. A 
Teachers’ Institute provides profession
al development opportunities to Sitara 
teachers as well as teachers at other un
derfunded schools.

For girls, Sitara is one of few schools 
in the area. But when Flower noticed 
that some girls would stop attending af
ter a certain age in order to take care of 
children at home, Sitara opened a Moth
er-Child Center to teach mother’s life 
skills, with flexible formatting to accom
modate working students.

After 11 years, Sitara serves over 300 
students at two campuses. With ameni
ties like computers, a library, and a sci
ence lab, Sitara is not only an affordable 
but a competitive option for many par
ents. But Sitara’s priority remains: to 
provide an opportunity for education to 
the disadvantaged.
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Hear more. 
Do more. 
Live more.

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

it 31160 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48154

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., #1 
#1, St. Clair Shores, 

Ml 48082

Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a 
quite conversation, or a secret meant for your 
ears only, your hearing is important - the team 
at Hear Michigan is dedicated to providing 
exceptional hearing solutions to suit your 
needs, lifestyle, and budget.

Free
Hearing Test

Expires 9/5/22

Hearing Aids 
as low as

$695 each
! ’Economy level Star key 100% rechargeable digital 

technology + $250 one-year service agreement.
[ Cannot coniine with any other offers and excludes 

insurance buys.
Expires 9/5/22

Hear Michigan
Hear Michigan 

Formerly Advanced 
Hearing Instruments 

17425 Fort Street, 
Riverview, MF48193

'/is?

Helping you hear better.
Give us a call: 866-857-7739

HEAR MICHIGAN 
CENTERS

RENEWAL
b/ANDERSEN
FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

SEPTEMBER
is National Replacement Window 
Month at Renewal by Andersen*

Why did we declare September National Replacement Window 
Month? The weather is still nice in September, which makes it 
much easier to open your home during the installation. Get this 
job done before winter and get this September-only offer.

Call before September 30*

SAVE 20% on windows1 

SAVE 20% on doors'

---------------------  plus ------—------------

'

Takeanl^jm^M
off your entire order1

$o
Down

O
Monthly

Payments

o%

Interest

for 1 year

Call to schedule your FREE 
Window and Door Diagnosis

734-335-8036
RENEWAL —
byANDERSEN SmfWyear

Sustainod ExcoHeneer»i smia i ww imACuan

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/30/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire 
purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or 
entry/patio doors between 9/1/2022 and 9/30/2022. Additional $250 off your project, minimum purchase of four (4) required, 
taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 9/30/2022. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no 
minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest 
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® 
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without 
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of 
a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local 
Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. ^National Replacement Window 
Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation. 
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How you can help endangered monarch butterfly
TeSS Ware The Petoskey News-Review 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Due to declining numbers, the migra
tory monarch butterfly was classified as 
an endangered species by the Interna
tional Union for the Conservation of Na
ture last month.

While the iconic butterfly is recog
nized as at-risk in the United States, it is 
not currently listed as endangered and 
therefore does not qualify for the pro
tections offered to endangered species.

While the monarch may not have fed
eral protections, anyone with a patch of 
grass can offer food and shelter by 
planting milkweed, the only plant mon- 
archs lay eggs on and the only food a 
monarch caterpillar will eat.

“The idea is keep your yard free from 
any insecticides and all of that or you’re 
not saving them, they won’t survive,” 
said Jessica Vendetti, author of “The 
Adventures of Marigold Mountain: A 
Monarch’s Story” and owner of Mari
gold Mountain Waystation in Gaylord.

“So if you have an area that you don’t 
spray and it’s organic, that would be the 
best thing to plant seeds. (It’s) so easy, 
especially in Northern Michigan, to find 
seeds from the pods of the milkweed 
and you just spread them out. If you 
spread them out in the fall many of them 
will germinate in the spring.”

In addition to milkweed, butterflies 
need nectar flowers once they have 
emerged from their chrysalis.

A large yard isn’t necessary to create 
a butterfly sanctuary. Skylar Mac- 
Naughton has raised monarchs in his 
small yard in Boyne City for five years 
and is currently working on creating a 
nonprofit called Michigan butterfly hab
itats Inc. to pay for supplies and signs 
for butterfly sanctuaries.

MacNaughton has planted milkweed 
in downtown Boyne City and posted 
signs by the plants explaining what they 
are for. Other Northern Michigan towns 
have also done this as a way to add 
beauty to the area and offer sanctuary to 
monarchs.

“Monarchs are just as important as 
bees. But it’s not just monarchs or bees, 
either, it’s all our pollinators,” Mac
Naughton said. “I built a nonprofit 
around monarchs, but this won’t only 
help monarchs, it’s helping everything.

The flowers that we’re planting, they 
help the bees, they help the other but
terflies. Without pollinators, we’re not 
going to have food on our trees and hu
manity’s not going to survive.”

According to MacNaughton, less 
than 5 percent of monarchs survive 
from egg to butterfly due to pesticides or 
eggs and caterpillars being eaten by oth
er creatures. “I say 5 percent to be nice, 
it’s probably more like 2 or 3 percent. 
There’s so many enemies they have 
when they’re either an egg or a caterpil
lar. When they’re butterflies they got 
free rein, but when they’re an egg or cat
erpillar, they have a lot of enemies,” 
MacNaughton said.

Development and pesticides are the 
biggest threat to pollinators, which is 
why a recent push has encouraged indi
viduals and municipalities to plant 
milkweed and nectar flowers on corners 
and any small areas where plants can 
grow. Aside from adding beauty and 
providing food and habitat for young 
monarchs, these patches of nature can 
act as rain gardens in developed areas to 
reduce stormwater runoff and help filter 
water back into the groundwater supply.

Milkweed seeds erupt from their mature seed pod. This native plant is popular 
among pollinating insects, especially the monarch butterfly, making it a good 
candidate for pollinator gardens, provided

Leaf ^ Filter

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

^ C % OFF «■ 1 ft % OFF
I SfcjP YOUR ENTIRE I
■ PURCHASE* ■

SENIORS & MILITARY 
ON TOP OF THE 15%!

5% OFF TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY *

——————— ☆ ^
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1 
www.LeafFilter.com/grop | Promo Code: 364

1Subjectto credit approval. Call for details.
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Hanger

New or Existing 
Gutters

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

CALL US TODAY FOR
V* A FREE ESTIMATE

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

A COMPANY OF

FILMS'

734-666-0904
•The leading consumer reponlng agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LeatFllicr as the '«1 rated professionally Installed 
gutter guard system In America." 'For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. "Must present at time of estimate. See 

Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured In PlalnwelL Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group In Ohio.
CSUB» 1035795 DOPL *10783658-5501 License* 7656 License* 50145 License* 41354 License* 99338 License* 128344 License* 218294 

License* 603 233 977 License* 2102212986 License* 2106212946 License* 2705132153A License* LEAFFNW822JZ License* WV056912 
License* WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License* H01067000 Registration* 176447 Registration* HIC.0649905 Registration* C127229 Rcglsiratlon* C127230 

Registration* 366920918 Registration* PC6475 Registration* IR731804 Registration* 13VH09953900 Registration* PA0693B3 Suffolk HIC license* 52229-H
License* 2705169445 License* 262000022

IT’S MORE THAN JUST A BATH

s/ Enjoy peace of mind with innovative safety features 

x/ Immerse yourself in spa-like hydrotherapy at home 

s/ Enhance your bathing routine with a Shower Package

INSTALLED IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

0(313)241-9116
’Oiler ends September 30, 2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of 
Buffalo. NY. Si ,000 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible lor full amount of discount. Cannot be 
combined with any other advertised otter. Contact local dealer for financing details.‘Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the 
promotional period but oil interest Is waived if the purchase amount Is paid beloro the expiration ol the promotional period. There is no 
minimum monthly payment required during Ihe promotional period. Financing lor GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by 
federally Insured, equal opportunity lander banks. NMLS #1416362GreenSky® Program Is a program name lor certain consumer credit plans 
extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders 
are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky© is a registered trademark of GreenSky. LLC. GreenSky Servicing. LLC 
services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GroenSky'S1 financing offers available at participating dealers only.



Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333 
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7* Sales Valid Aug 31 st - Sept 6th, 2022 

While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change.

Sales Valid August 31 "-Sept 6"1,2022 
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ.

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafo 
Butcher-cut And Hand Ground Premium Meats. Fresh Flown-tn

cer in The 
Seafoodito aShTtiraBi

Discover more on 
JpesProdiice.com

cftwp

MON. - SAT.
9 AM -B PM 

SUN.
9 AM - 7 PM

Qnm

Contactless 
Curbside 

Pickup and 
Home Delivery!

oAtf

ShppJoesProduce.com 
to Place Your 
Order Today!

CHEF'S FiATUReP 
CAKE

BAREFOOT 750 ML 
EXCLUDES BUBBLY

2/$13.
APOTHIC 

AIL VARIETALS

00/OFF
REG. PRICE

PIKE ROAD 
PINOT NOIR

$1499/ea.

CARNIVOR
CABERNET

EA.

■ny(y^^rw

Weddings, showers, 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

Visit us at:
JoesGourmetCaterincj.com

Call Laura at: 
248.477.4333

MARINATED CHICKEN KAB0BS 
ITALIAN, HERB & GARLIC 

OR TERIYAKI
$6"/LB.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
FLANK STEAKS

FRESH
BLACK PEARL 

SALMON FILLETS

*17 99/lb.

WHOLE
COOKED

CRAWFISH

S4"/lb.

THERE IS STILL PLENTY OF TIME LEFT TO GRILL THIS SEASON. JOE'S MEAT 8f SEAFOOD HAS
OPTIONS ON HAND TO MAKE YOUR GRILLING TIME THAT MUCH MORE ENJOYABLE.

mm

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

NY STRIP STEAKS

$1 2"/lb.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF, CHUCK

$549/lb.

PREMIUM FRESH 
ALL NATURAL 

CHICKEN BREASTS

$4"/lb.

PREMIUM FRESH 
ALL NATURAL 

BABY BACK RIBS

$549/lb.

FRESH YELLOW 
LAKE PERCH 

FILLETS

$2499/lB#

MAHI
MAHI

FILLETS

$11 "/lb.

TEXAS BAY 
RAW SHRIMP 

21/25CT.

SNOW
CRAB

CLUSTERS

$29 "/lb.

QJun/Ji

PINEAPPLE
TURNOVERS

CREAM CHEESE 
DANISHES

CINNAMON SUGAR 
DOUGHNUTS

HOUSEMADE
HONEYWHEAT

S2"/ea. $2"/ea. 99</ea. ^5.49/ea.

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY! 
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Aug. 31st - Sept 6th, 2022 • While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »
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Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333 
Store Hours: Mon - Sat 9-8, Sun 9-7 • Sales Valid Aug 31 st - Sept 6th, 2022 

While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change •
- 2021 -
AWARD-WINNER

Sales Valid Aug M 1 Sept 6th, 2022 
MOM SI 11 CI IONS ON OTHER SIDE

We Reserve The Right To limit Quantities, Correct Print Errors And Make Reasonable 
Substitutions. Images Displayed Are For Presentation Purposes Only Actual Items May Differ.

Our Produce Is Hand-selected And Continuously Rotated, So You Get The Freshest And Finest Produce Available Throughout The Yearl

WASHINGTON
HONEYCRISP

APPLES

LARGE
HAAS

AVOCADOS

CALIFORNIA
SWEET

RASPBERRIES

ORGANIC
FUJI

APPLES

ORGANIC
HASS

AVOCADOS

S299/lb.

MICHIGAN
BEEFSTEAK
TOMATOES

99</ea.

MICHIGAN 
SWEET CORN 

LOOSE

2/$6.

MICHIGAN
BROCCOLI
CROWNS

"/lb.

ORGANIC 
PARSLEY 

CURLEY OR FLAT

3/$5.

ORGANIC
ZUCCHINI
SQUASH

$149/lb. 10/$3. S149/lb s1"/ea. s179/lb.

DEARBORN
APPLEWOOD

HAM
$6.49/lb.

DEARBORN
ROAST

BEEP

*7m/i.b.

OLDTYME
HARD

SALAMI

*599/lb.

OLDTYME 
AMERICAN CHEESE 
YELLOW OR WHITE
*629/lb.

DEARBORN
HOMISTYLE

CHICKEN

s5"/lb.

DEARBORN
HONEY
TURKEY

$799/LB.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

NY STRIP STEAKS
*12.99/lb.

WHOLE
COOKED

CRAWFISH

S499/lb.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
FUNK STEAKS

*1349/lb.

SNOW
CRAB

CLUSTERS

*2999/lb

00

PREMIUM FRESH 
ALL NATURAL 

BABY BACK RIBS

*549/lb.

TEXAS BAY 
RAW SHRIMP 21/25 a.

/

m

BelGioioso' CORTO
JARLSBERG 

NORWAY SWISS 
WEDGES

*1499/lb.

JIM'S
VARIETY CHEESE 
ROUNDS 15OZ

*1049/ea.

BELGIOIOSO
MILD

PROVOLONE
«699/ea.

DEULLO 5.75 OZ 
STUFFED MANZANILU 

OLIVES
*1.99/ba.

CORT0100% 
EXTRA-VIRGIN 

OLIVE OIL

*29.99/ea.

KITCHEN READY 
BROTHS- 

ALL VARIETIES

2/$3.50
BONNE MAMAN 

PRESERVES- 
ALL FUVORS

ROASTED RED SKIN 
POTATOES

*7.49/lb.

ROASTED 
GREEN BEANS

*9.49/lb.

COFFEE
FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: 

BUTTERSCOTCH TOFFEE
s699/lb.

BANG
ENERGY DRINKS 
ALL VARIETIES

2/s5.
+DEPOSIT

PRIMAVERA 
PASTA SALAD

$749/lb.

HERB ROASTED 
PORK LOIN

s9.49/lb.

MOON PIE
SANDWICH COOKIES 

ALL FLAVOR

99</ea.

LOFTHOUSE
SUGAR

COOKIES

s449/ea.

CHEF'S FEMUSIB CAKI
RED VELVET CAKE

«41 99/ea.
0

LARGE
CHOCOLATE COVERED 

CANNOLI

s349/ea.

6"

: $2599/ea.

JOE'S
BLUEBERRY 

SLICED CAKE LOAF
*649/ea.

Looking to Place an Order for a Fruit Tray or

o- Cake for your Special Occasion? o
GO TO: JOESPRODUCE.COM »^l<ne shopping & mRtytrays^

X>

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY! 
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today! More on the

OTHER SIDE
Sales Valid August 31st- September 6*h • While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change

»<:
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0 FOUNDATION REPAIR
c 0 basement waterproofing

r ^ /Vl. 0 concrete lifting

NO PAYMENTS &

0%
INTEREST

for 12 MONTHS'

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
Our Limited-Time 
FINANCING OFFER!

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007

r (Angi
Call for a FREE INSPECTION

(248) 973-1214
A Qroundvrorlo ComfMrt)- * Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest Is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Cannot be combined with any other offers, offer expires 09/30/2022.

SPORTS
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Above from left, Livonia Churchill’s Jonathon Lytle-Montgomery rushes during the Battle at the Big House against Plymouth on Aug. 26 at Michigan Stadium; 
Jayden Allen catches a TD pass; Evan Snead rushes, photos by brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Meet the Chargers’ new stars on offense
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The night before the Livonia Churchill football team 
played in the Battle at the Big House in Week 1, first- 
year quarterback Evan Snead received an unexpected 
phone call.

It was from former starter Taj Williams, the heart 
and soul of the Chargers a year ago. Williams guided 
them to a 6-0 start to open the 2021 season, which in
cluded them being the only team to beat Belleville, the 
eventual Division 1 state champions.

Unfortunately, the QB went down with a season
ending injury against Dearborn Fordson. And Chur
chill never truly recovered from losing him. The Char
gers lost three of their final five games, including los
ing to rival Livonia Franklin in the district champion
ship, as they struggled to find a replacement for him.

So to get a phone call from Williams, who is playing 
at Adrian College, that said everything Snead needed 
to know about becoming the leader of the Chargers’ of
fense.

“He was telling me to go through my progressions, 
go through my reads,” the junior said following Chur

chill’s 32-14 victory against Plymouth at Michigan Sta
dium. “This program is amazing. It’s really good. The 
fact that he’s checking on me while he’s already in col
lege says the relationship with the players after high 
school is a strong bond.”

Of course, Williams wants to see his former team 
continue its success.

Churchill returned only four starters from last 
year’s squad. And it was a who’s who of star players it 
graduated.

See CHARGERS, Page 2B

Top performers from Week 1
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Week 1 of the Michigan high school football season 
is in the books.

Let’s take a look at the stat leaders around the 
Hometown Life coverage area.

Is your team missing stat leaders? Encourage your 
coaches to send stats to sports reporter Brandon Fol
som at bfolsom@gannett.com.

Catholic League

Macomb Dakota 21, Brother Rice 7
Warriors running back Cashton Papadelis scored a 

21-yard TD while filling in for starter Nolan Ray, a 
Maryland commit, who was sidelined by injury. 

Clinton Twp. Chippewa Valley 20,
Detroit Catholic Central 16 
Shamrocks running back Evan Haeger rushed for a 

65-yard TD, DJ Lee hauled in an 18-yard TD from QB 
Beau Jackson and Jake Matigian booted in a 40-yard

See TOP, Page 2B

Brother Rice’s Cashton Papadelis rushes during the 
Xenith Prep Kickoff Classic against Macomb Dakota 
on Aug. 25 at Wayne State University.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Warriors fall to 
Cougars’ stingy 
defense in opener
Tony Garcia Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

For a program of Macomb Dakota’s caliber — 21 
straight playoff appearances, including two state 
championships —season-long goals almost always 
trump the narrative of a single week.

That said, coach Greg Baur was straightforward 
about what Thursday’s opener against Birmingham 
Brother Rice in the Xenith Prep Kickoff Classic meant 
to everybody on the Cougars’ sideline.

“Oh, we absolutely want revenge,” Baur said be
fore the game, referencing the 2021 contest in which 
the Cougars lost to the Warriors by two scores. “Now 
that only goes so far, but it’s absolutely something we 
talked about.”

Early in the fourth quarter, Brother Rice cut Dako
ta’s lead to one score, and Dakota needed a response.

See WARRIORS, Page 3B

CREDIT CARD CONFIDENT
At Community Financial I have a much lower rate 
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field goal. Brayden Courser recovered a 
fumble on defense.

Livonia Clarenceville 54,
Cranbrook 17
Trojans QB Miles Ealy was 3 of 4 

passing for 86 yards and rushed 10 times 
for 148 yards and three TDs. Jordan Wil
liams rushed 11 times for 113 yards and 
two TDs, while Baron Smith rushed for a 
score. Elijah Craig intercepted two 
passes and deflected another.

Cranes QB Preston Washer was 9 of 
20 passing for 129 yards and two TDs, 
while Jacob Speller caught four passes 
for 88 yards and one score. John Kersh 
led the defense with eight tackles (two 
for loss) and Christos Tzoumakas bur
ied a 34-yard field goal.

Independent

Detroit Country Day 29,
Detroit Loyola 14

Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association

Livonia Churchill 32, Plymouth 14
Chargers QB Evan Snead was 8 of 13 

passing for 188 yards and three TDs, 
while Jon Lytle-Montgomery rushed 22 
times for 224 yards and two scores and 
Jayden Allen hauled in five receptions 
for 174 yards and one TD. Malachi Brat
ton and Jack Jones led the defense with 
eight tackles apiece.

Wildcats QB Sam Plencner was 9 of 
18 passing for 74 yards and one intercep
tion, while Jaxon McCaig rushed 23 
times for 205 yards and two TDs and 
Camden Short caught four receptions 
for 44 yards. Orlando Daniels paced the 
defense with nine tackles (eight solo, 
two for loss) and two sacks.

Northville 44, Wayne Memorial 0
Mustangs QB Luca Prior was 8 of 11 

passing for 82 yards, two TDs and one 
interception. Caleb Moore rushed six 
times for 91 yards, including a 31-yard 
TD, while Blake Presley and Angelo Rod
riguez added one rushing TD apiece and 
Nick Helner caught a 12-yard TD pass.

Zebras QB Demarus Bird was 7 of 19 
passing for 80 yards and two intercep
tions, while Darnell Johnson rushed 15 
times for 44 yards. Javiop Gibson led 
the defense with six tackles, while Tony 
Newton had five and Dwayne Jones 
added four (one for loss).

Livonia Franklin 29, Canton 14
Patriots slot back Tyler Garrett 

rushed six times for 120 yards and one 
TD, while Cordell Mabins Jr. added 104 
yards and two TDs on 17 carries. Jacob 
Goria led the defense with nine tackles 
(four solo, two for loss) and one sack.

Chiefs running back Devon Pettus 
rushed 16 times for 116 yards and one TD, 
while Caleb Williams added 60 yards 
and a score and Josiah West totaled 58 
yards.

Dearborn 42, Salem 9
Rocks QB Robert Ahlgren was 13 of 22 

passing for 105 yards and one TD. Robert 
Jones rushed 28 times for 96 yards. Mi
chael Patsy led the defense with eight 
tackles (three for loss), while Terrence 
Smith had an interception and Darrius 
Williams recovered a fumble.

Plymouth’s Jaxon McCaig rushes 
during the Battle at the Big House 
against Livonia Churchill on Aug. 26 at 
Michigan Stadium, photos by 
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Howell 18, Livonia Stevenson 0
Spartans QB Zach Benaske was 10 of 

23 passing for 91 yards and three inter
ceptions. ArJon Thompson rushed five 
times for 65 yards and had three recep
tions for 22 yards, while James Jackson 
caught two passes for 20 yards. 

Belleville 41, Novi 10 
Wildcats receiver Boden Fernsler 

caught a 4-yard TD pass from QB Luke 
Aurilia. Martez Langford rushed eight 
times for 45 yards. Cole Shires led the 
defense with eight tackles and one in
terception, while Colin Masterson add
ed seven tackles and Preston Phimister 
had one sack. Gavin Garcia booted in a 
29-yard field goal.

Hartland 26,
Westland John Glenn 8

Lakes Valley Conference

Walled Lake Western 47,
South Lyon 26
Lions QB Braden Fracassi was 8 of 25 

passing for 132 yards and two TDs and 
rushed for 60 yards and two scores, 
while Tommy Donovan rushed 13 times 
for 42 yards. Ben Radley led the defense 
with five tackles (two for loss).

South Lyon East 27,
Walled Lake Northern 8 
Cougars QB Nico Campo was 6 of 9 

passing for 95 yards and one intercep
tion, while Daedricco Fizer rushed for 37 
yards and two TDs. Jayden LaPema 
(two sacks) and Jack Toth (one forced 
fumble) led the defense with six tackles 
apiece. Caleb Gash added 4.5 tackles, 
one interception, a blocked field goal 
and a blocked punt, and Jordan Newbell 
returned a block field goal for a TD and 
had an interception. Jakob Rojas recov
ered a blocked punt for a TD.

Milford 28, New Boston Huron 7 
Mavericks QB Ryan Allen was 14 of 25 

passing for 170 yards and one TD and 
also rushed 15 times for 56 yards and 
one TD. Danny Sternberg, Ethan Phipps 
and Max Cremeans each added TDs. 
Sternberg led the defense with 11 tackles 
and one sack, Wyatt Lesnew had 10 
tackles (10 for loss) and Josh Parker, Ma

son Bender and Luke Siterlet each had 
three tackles and one interception 
apiece.

White Lake Lakeland 20,
Waterford Kettering 12
Eagles running back Trevor Tschudin 

rushed six times for 98 yards and one 
TD, while Michael Mahaney and Sean 
Latham each scored on the ground as 
well. Nolin Thompson (three sacks) and 
Caden Calhoun (one sack) led the de
fense with eight tackles apiece. Trey 
Rowley and Vince Partogian each re
corded a sack, while Ryan Johnson had 
an interception and Brody Cutsinger re
covered a fumble.

Michigan Independent 
Athletic Conference

Lutheran Westland 35,
New Haven 6
Warriors QB Noah Etnyre was 5 of 6 

passing for 102 yards and two TDs and 
rushed 11 times for 75 yards and two 
TDs. Micah Lavigne rushed eight times 
for 57 yards and caught two receptions 
for 68 yards and two TDs. Etnyre led the 
defense with nine tackles (three for loss, 
two sacks and one interception, while 
Nathan Klan had seven tackles and one 
sack and Ben Wright added four tackles.

Oakland Activities Association

Birmingham Groves 34,
North Farmington 19
Falcons QB Caden Hardy was 8 of 14 

passing for 111 yards and three TDs and 
also carried seven times for 22 yards. 
Mario Compoy-Lovasco carried 24 
times for 262 yards and one TD, while 
Owen Higley caught three passes for 59 
yards and one score. Elias Kendra led 
the defense with seven tackles and one 
sack, and Brandon Hall added four tack
les.

Birmingham Seaholm 38,
Bloomfield Hills 21
Maples QB Colton Kinnie scored two 

TDs, while Jack Hulgrave, Sean Emer
son and Granden Kinnie each scored as 
well. Wesley Billings made a 43-yard

Lutheran Westland’s Noah Etnyre 
passes against Advanced Tech in 
October at Lawrence Tech.

field goal.
Ypsilanti Lincoln 20, Farmington 14
Falcons QB Dominic Pesci threw for 

120 yards and one TD, while Cameron 
Pettaway rushed for 152 yards and one 
TD and also had 67 yards and one TD re
ceiving.

Western Wayne 
Athletic Conference

Bedford Union 26, ^
Pewamo-Westphalia 6
Panthers QB Cory Chavis was 9 of 14 

passing for 194 yards and three TD 
passes. He threw two TDs to Jamel 
Belcher and another to Jeremiah Alston. 
Dequan Davis added a score on the 
ground.

Linden 21, Garden City 6
Owen McGraw raced 81 yards for the 

Cougars’ lone TD. Brothers Nick and Ray 
Emond combined for 20 tackles and a 
fumble recovery, while Kaden Williams 
also contributed on defense.

North Branch 56,
Bedford Thurston 0
Twitter: @folsombrandonj

Chargers
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While losing Williams was a big deal, 
the Chargers also graduated running 
back Boston Clegg Jr. (Adrian College), 
receiver Bailey Brooks (Concordia-Ann 
Arbor) and slot Joshua Brown (Saginaw 
Valley State University) just from their 
offensive skill positions alone.

Churchill didn’t have any true brand 
names coming back at those spots. In 
fact, its most well-known stars return
ing were center Caleb LeBar, linebacker 
Malachi Bratton and defensive back Dy
lan Wilczynski.

The team entered this season with 
unknowns across the board. And guess 
what? It appears a few stars have been 
born.

“That’s kind of been part of our pro
gram,” coach Bill DeFillippo said. “When 
we lose good players, you want to make 
sure we have other guys coming in, and 
we want to make sure we can develop 
them really quick. We’re just at the point 
right now where every year when our 
younger guys come up, they know the 
standards and they know the expecta
tions. They just work hard. I’m proud of 
these guys. We put a young group on the 
field today, and a lot of guys stood out 
and made some great plays.”

Snead was 5 of 10 passing for 195 
yards and three touchdowns. Which is 
saying something considering his first 
varsity start was in a 315,109-seat college 
football stadium.

L
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“I was prepared. I had to, obviously, 
prepare with my receiver and my 0- 
line,” said Snead, who was the starter on 
the JV last year. “It was tough, but I’m 
trying to learn the playbook. I think I’m 
getting pretty great at it, but (no), not 
really, I didn’t expect to have such a big 
performance. I was a little nervous to 
begin with, but I always play better 
when I’m nervous.”

The Chargers limited Snead’s expec
tations and put him in positions to make 
easier plays. He wasn’t expected to win 
the game with his arm.

“Sometimes when a kid makes his 
first start, you never really know what to 
expect,” DeFillippo said. “We didn’t try 
to put much on his plate early. We want
ed him to settle in, especially with play
ing at the Big House in your first varsity 
start. That probably adds a little bit of 
anxiety. He had handled it, made some 
great throws and just missed on some 
others. I think he played very well today. 
He took good care of the football and 
didn’t turn it over, so that’s always a 
plus.”

The QB didn’t have to do it alone.
He got to hand off the ball to Jon Lyt

le-Montgomery, who filled in well for 
Clegg Jr., despite having an entirely dif
ferent running style. Clegg Jr. was more 
of a power back, a lot like current sec
ond-stringer Messiah Amerson, while 
Lytle-Montgomery is a smaller guy with 
sprinter speed.

Lytle-Montgomery scored on runs of 
68 and 5 yards. He finished with 20 at
tempts for a game-high 210 yards, edg
ing Wildcats running back Jaxon
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McCaig by 5 yards.
The senior said he’s thriving on being 

relatively unknown right now. No one 
outside of Churchill’s locker room ex
pected him to perform as well as he did 
against Plymouth.

“I really like it. I just come out here, 
and nobody knows who I am,” Lytle- 
Montgomery said. “So I just run the 
show. I think I played pretty well.”

Clegg Jr. offered Lytle-Montgomery 
some advice before leaving for college. 
He told him to always follow his block
ers, protect the ball and make smart 
cuts.

And that’s exactly what Clegg Jr.’s re
placement did.

“For a smaller back (6-foot, 180 
pounds), there were inside runs where 
he moved the pile,” DeFillippo said. “So a 
2-, 3-yard gain became a 5- or 6-yard 
gain. He’s got good speed. He’s good in 
the open field and he just played well to
day.”

Also helping Snead was receiver Jay
den Allen, who isn’t necessarily a new 
player, but he’s definitely a star on the 
rise.

A year ago, he was one of Churchill’s 
few two-way players. He lined up out
side and also was a defensive back. But 
he was often overshadowed by the 
Chargers’ seniors.

But it was hard for him to go unno
ticed at the Big House. Not only did he 
come up with a touchdown-saving in
terception on defense but he also had a 
big day on offense.

He caught three passes for 118 yards, 
two of which went for TDs. His first was

f < i

a 70-yarder that gave the Chargers a 6-0 
lead to open the game. And then he add
ed a 34-yarder in the second quarter.

“I was just in the back last year,” the 
senior said. “I started my first game 
two-way against Belleveille. It was a 
hard, hard game, man. I was just playing 
with my team and knowing they had my 
back.”

But how does it feel needing to be one 
of Churchill’s stars one year later?

“I think with having all these guys 
step out (graduate), you just know we’ve 
got spots to fill,” Allen added, ^nd we’re 
going to be the underdogsin most of our 
games because all these peopje left. But 
we’ve just got to keep getting iff the dirt 
and keep going.”

So now we know who will be making 
the plays for Churchill. But it’s not going 
to get any easier.

Plymouth was coming off a one-win 
season in 2021. And the Chargers still 
play in one of the toughest divisions in 
Michigan, as the Kensington Lakes Ac
tivities Association-East still features 
Belleville, Fordson, Dearborn and rivals 
Franklin and Livonia Stevenson.

Snead, Lytle-Montgomery and Allen 
had breakout games in the opener. Can 
they keep this going when the oppo
nents get tougher?

“They’ll do it. They’ll do it one day at a 
time,” DeFillippo said. “We talk about in 
practice: We’ve just got to get better. 
These guys work. They’re very coacha- 
ble and we’ve got to get better.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports for Hometown Life. Follow him on 
Twitter @folsombrandonj.
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Macomb Dakota quarterback Ethan Hamby runs the ball against Birmingham 
Brother Rice during the first half of the Xenith Prep Kickoff Classic on Aug. 25.
KIRTHMON F. DOZIER/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Warriors
Continued from Page IB

That’s when the offense turned to two of 
its best players, quarterback Ethan 
Hamby and wide receiver Owen Col- 
paert.

On the 13th play of the game’s deci
sive drive, Hamby recognized a mis
match — he saw the safety come down 
to take away the curl — which left single 
coverage on Colpaert.

“He trusted me, he threw it up for me 
and I’m going to come up with it nine 
times out of 10,” Colpaert said of his 26- 
yard touchdown catch. “Coach Baur 
brought us together and said, ‘We need a 
touchdown,’ so we came together, came 
through and celebrated on the sideline.”

It was the final score of the game, as 
Dakota outlasted Brother Rice for a 21-7 
win that could have been more lopsided.

Jake Kowalkowski’s 
coming out party

Three plays was all it took for Dakota 
to set the tone.

Rice gained 1 yard on the game’s first 
play. On the next snap, Dakota junior 
defensive end Jake Kowalkowski sacked 
Rice’s Blake Marrogy for a loss of 10. On 
third-and-19 on its own 11, Rice didn’t 
run an offensive play, opting instead for 
a quick punt, which netted just 20 
yards.

That set the tone, as Dakota’s de
fense dominated from start to finish, led 
by Kowalkowski.

The Cougars allowed 45 yards in the 
first half including just eight rushing 
and forced as many turnovers (2) as 
they allowed first downs in the first half. 
Rice picked up just 90 yards in the sec
ond half.

Part of the reason for the Warriors’ of
fensive struggles was the lack of run
ning back Nolan Ray. The senior tore his 
meniscus in the first play of a scrim
mage against Birmingham Seaholm ear
lier this month and is expected to miss 
the next four weeks.

“Nolan is a spectacular player, so you 
can’t take anything away from him, but 
we have good running backs outside of 
him too,” Rice coach Adam Korzeniew- 
ski said. “But they played really well in 
the run game, because we have a good 
O-line, but their defensive line and their 
scheme was really good today.”

The first turnover came on Rice’s 
third possession. After the Warriors’ 
first first down, Rice’s Cashton Papade- 
lis ran up the middle and was stripped, 
with the ball recovered by Kowalkowski.

“He ended up winning the job just 
last week over a senior,” Baur said of Ko
walkowski. “I’ve coached Jake since lit
tle league, and he’s one of those kids 
who may not look the part, but he plays 
the part all the time. We think he’s going 
to have a really bright future for us.”

The next Rice drive didn’t improve 
matters. The Warriors reached Dakota 
territory for the first time — thanks to an 
out-of-bounds kickoff and a face-mask 
penalty at the end of a run — but on the 
next play, senior linebacker Calvin Wat
son intercepted a pass on an out-route 
and ran it back 35 yards, deep into Rice 
territory.

“We need to take care of the ball bet
ter, I think we had three turnovers,” Kor- 
zeniewski said. “I mean I loved our fight, 
but we lost the first half, it was a stale
mate in the second and so we’ve got to 
start on time.”

Dakota can't pull away

Dakota’s offense struggled to capital
ize on strong field position early.

The Cougars, starting on the Rice 32, 
needed just four plays to set up first- 
and-goal on their opening drive. But af
ter a 1-yard rush and consecutive in
completions, they settled for a 23-yard 
field goal from Dominic Celestini.

Dakota started at midfield on drive 
No. 2 when Hamby connected with Col
paert on a 37-yard pass on the first play 
to reach the 14. Three plays later, Watson 
fumbled on a third-and-1 carry from the 
6, and Rice’s Eryx Daugherty pounced 
on it.

The third time was not 
the charm for the Cougars

Dakota began on the Warriors’ 37 and 
quickly reached the 11. However, Rice 
stuffed three consecutive rushes, forc
ing a 24-yard field goal to make it 6-0.

“That’s the frustrating part, because I 
feel like we played well enough where it

could’ve been more, but that’s what 
we’ve got to learn from,” Baur said. “We 
can’t fumble on the goal line, can’t shoot 
ourselves in the foot on drives, we’ve got 
to finish.

“But I like when they made their 
comeback, how we battled back, settled 
down and closed it out.”

It wasn’t until the fourth drive — after 
the Watson interception set the Cougars 
up on the Warriors’ 25 — that Dakota 
found the end zone. That short drive 
needed just four plays, capped off by 
Hamby pounding it in from 2 yards out 
to go up 13-0.

Dakota had a chance to pull away late 
in the first half.

The Cougars, starting at their own 29, 
marched downto the Warriors’ 20 late. 
With nine seconds left in the second 
quarter, Hamby lofted a pass to the end 
zone, but Rice sophomore Alex Gro- 
chowski high-pointed the ball and took 
it away.

“Our defense was on the field for a 
long time, but they played a hell of a 
game,” Korzeniewski said. “They moved 
the ball on the ground some and had a 
few big passes, but we came up with a 
big interception, fumble recovery ... 
made plays.”

Brother Rice's last gasp

After forcing Dakota’s first punt of 
the game — an 18-yard shank — Rice fi
nally got rolling late in the third quarter. 
After netting just 46 yards of offense in 
the first 40 minutes of the game, the 
Warriors put together a seven-play, 57- 
yard drive.

Marrogy found Henry Garrity for 17, 
then Skyler Simmons a few plays later 
for 12 to get into the red zone. Two plays 
into the fourth quarter, Papdelis had the 
run of the game, breaking one tackle 
and spinning out of another to scamper 
in for a 13-yard touchdown and cut the 
lead to 13-7.

Dakota answered with its second 
touchdown drive, marching 77 yards. 
Joe Cacevic and Watson rushed on 10 of 
the 13 plays, but the big blow came when 
Hamby found Colpaert on a 26-yard 
touchdown with 5:13 to play.

Blake Garbarino caught the 2-point 
conversion for the final margin.

“With our guys, you don’t have to say 
much, that’s just how we do things” 
Baur said. “We have 34 seniors, that 
leadership comes in and when things 
get hard, they know how to get it done.”
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Northville junior overcomes COVID-19, wins Lamplighter
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

“I’m not gonna lie:

I’ve probably never been 

more nervous for a race.... 

But I like to race more for 

competition than for time, 

and it worked out.

And that’s why I run.

That’s why I love it.”

Brendan Merger

said his goal was to just stay ahead of 
New Baltimore Anchor Bay junior 
Thomas Westphal, who was the sec
ond-best rated runner there.

Westphal finished in 16:17.4 to take 
second place, but Merger is unsure 
when he pulled away from the pack. He 
didn’t want looking behind him to nega
tively impact his focus.

“I ran hard, and I felt like I kept my 
pace really well,” Merger said. “I’m not 
gonna lie: I’ve probably never been more 
nervous for a race because, with Thom
as Westphal, it was unknown how well 
he would do. He had a crazy track sea
son. But I like to race more for competi
tion than for time, and it worked out.

“And that’s why I run. That’s why I 
love it.”

The Mustangs won the meet thanks 
to having five finish in the top 25. That 
included Brady Heron (16:32.2) in 10th, 
Ethan Powell (16:34.1) in 13th, Brock Ma- 
laikal (16:53.6) in 17th and Nicholas Ya- 
quinto (17:10.9) in 25th.

Northville also won the JV meet fol
lowing a 1-2-3-4 finish from Ishaan Kun- 
dapur (18:13.9), Luke Schwartz (18:17.4), 
Ritvik Ellendula (18:36.0) and Nick Bar
rett© (18:37.0).

Ryan Stojov (18:59.5) rounded out the 
team’s scoring in seventh place, while 
Austin Barber (19:03.1) and Maximilian 
Potrzeba (19:04.9) also placed in the top 
nine.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Northville’s Brendan Merger won The Lamplighter Invitational on Aug. 19.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Brendan Merger was nervous before 
competing in The Lamplighter Invita
tional at Ford Field in Livonia.

Not because of the competition he 
was facing or because it was the season 
opener.

Heck, Merger has competed in many, 
many other bigger races before. Like 
when he helped Northville’s 3,200-me
ter relay team win a Division 1 state 
championship this past spring.

No, the junior was nervous because 
he was recently diagnosed with CO
VID-19.

Like two weeks ago.
He tested positive for the coronavirus 

five straight days before he could return 
to training.

He didn’t know how well he’d fare 
given how many runs he had missed, 
and he couldn’t train at full strength 
when he was allowed to return.

“As soon as I stopped (testing posi
tive for COVID-19), I went back (to train
ing) a little easier,” Merger told Home
town Life. “I did some hard workouts 
closer to doing this (race), and I did a 
bunch of hill reps on Wednesday. I rest
ed yesterday.

“My goal was to win, not (go) for 
time.”

Well, Merger basically achieved both.
He crossed the finish line in 15 min

utes, 53.7 seconds to win the meet.
What’s more, his time was only 2.4 

seconds away from the personal best he 
set a year ago. Which is saying some
thing because not only was he still re
covering from the coronavirus but he 
wasn’t competing in a traditional race. 
His flight of The Lamplighter started at 
11 p.m., about 12 hours later than most 
races get going. Plus, the course wasn’t 
designed for speed. It was more a glow- 
in-the-dark experience than anything 
else.

“I was expecting less of myself,” 
Merger admitted. “When I had COVID 2 
weeks ago, my heart was in rough 
shape. But 2 weeks was enough to get it 
back, I guess. I couldn’t have been hap
pier (with my performance).”

Merger, who thrives on competing,



Senior Lions hungry to score in pursuit of league title
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The South Lyons boys soccer team 
graduated Michigan State signee Josh 
Mason.

And that has coach Brian Elliott 
breathing a sigh of relief.

No, not because he just lost his all- 
state defender.

It’s because it’s allowing him to open 
up the playbook and get the most out of 
his current squad.

That was evident in a 4-0 victory 
over White Lake Lakeland.

“It makes my job very easy because 
you’re not relying on one player and oth
er teams will have a difficult time de
fending us because there’s not one play
er you can man-mark and shut down 
and take out of the game,” Elliott said. 
“We’ve got subs on the bench who can 
go in and perform just as good as a lot of 
starters. We’ve got a very diverse team.”

The makeup of this squad? That in
cludes 14 seniors and a handful of other 
multi-year varsity players. Some of 
these players have been teammates for 
the past 10 seasons, going back to the 
youth levels.

“We’ve got a very deep team this year, 
which is exciting,” Elliott added. “We’ve 
got a lot of upperclassmen and 14 sen
iors. We have a ton of juniors as well. 
We’re just deep. We don’t have any crazy 
all-star studs that stand out. We had 
Josh Mason from last year, and he’s 
playing at Michigan State. And before 
that, we had Jack Voight, who is playing 
in college (at Spring Arbor University).

“We’ve had teams in the past where 
we’ve had one or two studs that are just 
these standout players. We don’t neces
sarily have that this year, and, honestly, 
that makes it a lot more exciting from a 
coaching standpoint because of how 
deep we are. We’ve got a lot of talent but 
that talent is more spread out this year.”

Against the Eagles, South Lyon (1- 
0-1) got goals from Seaojun Lee, Andrew 
Adragna, Drew Goike and Cameron Cav- 
icchiolo, three of whom are seniors.

Adragna would’ve had two goals, but 
his first walk-in goal was ruled off-sides.

He, too, is excited about how the Li
ons’ depth is creating multiple scoring 
opportunities for each forward.

“It’s kind of nice because last year we

South Lyon’s Jacob Hemker pushes the attack during a soccer match against White Lake Lakeland on Aug. 19.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

had a D-I soccer commit, and everyone 
was always on him, so we had to look for 
someone else,” the senior said. “This 
year is nice because we have a lot more 
people we can look forward to. We have 
six offensive players we can look toward 
whenever we need to get a chance in.

“It’s a lot nicer because we can have 
players on the field for a longer time and 
also we are much bigger than everyone

else (because of all the seniors), so we’re 
able to body people and use our strength 
against a man. It gives us a lot more 
chances.”

The Lions might be without Mason, 
who’s about to begin his career at MSU, 
but they have a realistic chance to com
pete for a Lakes Valley Conference 
championship with how deep their ros
ter is.

If they can get wins against the top 
opponents in the league, such as rival 
South Lyon East, who they tied 2-2 in 
the season opener, and Walled Lake 
Central, all that depth will have proved 
to be a boon by season’s end.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

We provide news on multiple platforms 
connecting you to communities,
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FIND THE WORDS Sports gear
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight line. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
25 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
Caustralinnwordgames.com.au

Bag Flag
Balance Goal

beam Jack
Barbell Jumper
Boat Karate
Canoe Kettle
Club weights
Compass Line
Dart Maps
Discus Mashie
Fins Motorbike

Nets Sail
Oars Shoulder
Parka pads
Pedometer Skills
Pin Sled
Puck Stick
Quoits Taekwondo
Ramp Target
Rifle Trace
Rods Wood
Saddle

A K R A P 
C O M P A 
L S T I C 
I D L T R 

N A B A R 
E P T A R 
A R K L E 
G E S T T 
A D S 0 E 
B L L U M 
B U L C O 
D 0 I P D 
O H K N E 
0 S 5 L P 
W E S M O

S S B O A 
S S E R 0 
K T C I A 
A C E F R 
BELLS 
G E T E K 
O N A C E 
M E U R L 
A P N A D 
P I E M D 
S S T P A 
D N S L S 
A I F A A 
R F M L D 
T 0 R B I

T P B E K 
A K A 0 C 
E E L U A 
K T A O J 
W T N I P 
0 L C T I 
N E E S I 
D W B R R 
O E E E O 
G I A P D 
H G M M S 
0 H M U E 
T T N J E 

I S C U S 
K E D E D
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©2022 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com

KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 though 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single-box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.

oKOuquarmaa OTTWCmd nun*

Z C
-l

1 17
-e

c l 17 z
-FZ

17
+z

z
+E

C L
-Z

1 17 z
X8

c
e

SUDOKU | CREATORS
Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: SILVER

TODAY’S ANSWER

8 9 6 Z £ 9 L P l
L Z e I P 8 9 9 6
9 l V 6 L 9 8 £ Z
I 9 9 e 8 6 P Z L
6 8 Z p 9 L £ l 9
V e L 9 I Z 6 8 9
9 L 9 8 Z £ l 6 P
e 6 I 9 9 P Z L 8
z V 8 L 6 I 9 9 £

6 9 7 4 2
1

1 2 7 5
5 8 2 1
6 9

8 3 6 1
2 3 7 4

6
1 4 6 3 5

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD
ACROSS

1 Flamboyant stuff
11 Only four-time 

winner of each 
major

15 Florida’s “Inland 
Sea”

16 Suburban
Big Apple school

17 They’re far from 
stars

18 Beltway Series 
team

19 Dumbledore’s 
double agent

20 Connection for 
kids

22 Island whose 
official color is 
melemele

25 Start to go
26 San Francisco 

Bay, to geologists
27 Trivial Pursuit 

edition with an 
After the Beatles 
category

30 Bitter ender
32 They have a big 

black-beaked 
mascot

34 Conductors’ 
concerns

36 Plus
38 Drive away
39 American 

nickname since 
1876

42 House__
43 Swank’s spouse 

in Amelia
44 Grounds
45 Nine-decade 

actor, ‘the best 
there has ever 
been” per Olivier

47 “Sizzle Pork and 
Mmm” brand

49 Haggle for
50 US debut during 

WWI
51 Craven guy
53 Group with an

Energy Studies 
Department

55 It’s northwest of 
15 Across

58 Ultra-macho man
62 Some things 

over the rainbow

63 Oral appliance
66 Rock group
67 Poetic 

inspiration for 
Lolita

68 “Attention!”
69 What mixers get 

a lot of

DOWN
1 Takes the wrong 

way
2 Cognate
3 Record-breaking 

30th tropical 
storm of 2005

4 One of the 
brothers in a 
garbage can on 
a Time cover 
(1932)

5 Suburb near the 
Pentagon

6 Evidence of 
inspiration

7 Mouse you can 
buy at Petco

8 “Beginning to
faint... on__
of daffodil sky”: 
Tennyson

9 State without 
weight

10 Orange 
implement

11 Italian 
version of 
Louie

12 Reason for a 
detour

13 Royal middle 
name (her 
others were 
Josephe 
Jeanne)

14 Way out?
21 Waterworks
23 No longer 

standing tall
24 Via
27 Biannual 

celebrant 
with Taylor 
Swift as its 
ambassador 
for 2022

28 Very early fliers
29 Where India’s 

national fruit 
comes from

31 Major messes
33 Spot checkers

35 Name on 
the cover of 
How to Draw 
Superheroes

37 One of the 
brothers in a 
garbage can on 
a Time cower 
(1932)

40 Celeb gossip 
source

41 Abrupt transition
46 Guy in the

Coast Guard
48 Two-to-one deal
52__-cold
54 Many a seal
56 Misc.
57 She may be 

maternal
59 Like drones
60 Family nickname 

missing its three 
middle letters

61 Lyrics of love
64 Verb heard in 

Home Tweet 
Home

65 Film venue 
turning 50 this 
year

TODAY’S
ANSWER
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3DAYB LINDS
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

Installation
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!8
‘Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special 
orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other 
offer or discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/2022. State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: 
Arizona 321056. California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181. 
Pennsylvania PA107656. Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY 
H01073101. Rockland County, NY H-12401-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC: Virginia 
2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC.

wm

ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR
* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call 

for details. Must present this ad to redeem offer. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or past 
purchases. Exp.9/30/2022

12 MONTHS FINANCING THROUGH 'Subject to credit 

no interest GreenSkf apply call for details.

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3. Weather & critter protection
4. Upgraded curb appeal
5. Increase home value

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends - No Extra Charge • 24/7 Service • Military, AAA, Senior, AARP 
Discounts Residential • Doing Business Since 1998 

• Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details



First Real Earnings Increase Since September
ZipRecruiter.com

1 finally, after a series of depress
ing readings, we have got our first 

inflation report with signs of hope 
this morning. Prices increased 8.5% 
over the year, a sizable decline from 
last month’s 9.1%, and 0.0% over the 
month, the smallest monthly increase 
since November 2020. The decline in 
overall inflation—and especially the 
slowdown in core inflation—are great 
news for workers, who will finally now 
be able to hang onto more of their pay 
gains.

There are still some reasons for con
cern—it’s too soon to do a touch
down dance—but this month’s 
report was a significant im
provement over recent reports.
Here are some key takeaways:

• Falling gas prices are single-hand
edly bringing inflation down. A
decline in gas prices was all it took 
to bring the monthly inflation rate 
from 1.3% to 0.0%. Since gas prices 
are still falling, next month’s print is 
likely to be even better. But gas pric
es are out of the Federal Reserve’s 
control, and just as they have fallen

------------  I

in recent weeks, they could conceiv
ably rise again. Prices of groceries, 
rent, and electricity continue to rise.

* Core inflation is easing. We are 
finally seeing core inflation slowing 
down. Though the year-over-year 
print remained the same at 5.9%, 
the monthly rate declined notice
ably to 0.3%, much lower than in 
recent months. Core inflation is far 
more predictive of future inflation. 
It is the less volatile number, and 
the compass that tells us where we

are headed. So it is great news that 
month-over-month core inflation is 
slowing down. That said, one should 
not put too much stock in a single 
month’s data. We will need to see 
sustained declines in core inflation 
before we can declare “mission ac
complished” in the war on inflation. 
That’s why the Fed is likely to stay 
on its aggressive policy course until 
all leading price indicators are con
vincingly under control.

• Price increases are cooling off for 
both goods and services. There 
have been alternating price spikes 

in commodities 
and services 
as consumers 
shifted their 
consumption 
patterns back

and forth throughout the pandem
ic. But in July the price indices for 
both core commodities—commodi
ties less energy and food—and core 
services—services less energy ser
vices—declined sharply after high 
readings 3 months in a row.

• Inflation expectations are well 
anchored. According to the New 
York Fed inflation expectations sur
vey, both one- and three-year ahead 
inflation expectations declined 
sharply in July, to 6.2% and 3.2% 
from 6.8% and 3.6% in June, respec
tively. This is an especially promis
ing development since inflation can 
turn into a self-fulfilling prophecy if 
consumers believe that price hikes 
are coming and act on that expecta
tion.

• Finally real earnings increased in
July. Real average hourly earnings 
for all employees increased 0.5 per
cent from June to July, the highest 
monthly increase since December 
2020, and the first increase since 
September 2021. This result stems 
from an increase of 0.5 percent in 
average hourly earnings combined 
with no change in the CPI.

JOBS I* ZipRecruiter'
Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

< mtmr, i ; i valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

UXGCI0571980-01

Medical Technician
Medical Technician needed in Livonia Medical 
Practice. No experience needed for the right 

person. Applicant must be dependable, 
reliable and prompt. Full time with benefits.

Interested parties should send their resume to 
oclbelitufa^vahoo^oin

Looking for
Retired Mechanical 

Estimator and a
Retired Controls Estimator

for part time work.

gesmechanicalservices.com

734-513-9500

Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
i Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Great Buys

Garage Sales
neighborly deals...

%
Farmington Hills, Multi-family Ga
rage Sale, 35415 14 Mile Rd, 
Michigan, 48331 Fri: 8am-5pm, Sat: 
8am-5pm, Baby items, toys, kitchert 
items, linens and tablecloths, tech 
items, small appliances, sports 
equipment, tools, art, books, jewel
ry, games, puzzles, small furniture 
items, Christmas decorations and 
much more!, Dir: Faith Covenant 
Church -14 Mile and Drake Rd.

FINDING A JOB 
SHOULDN’T 

FEEL LIKE ONE.

* ZipRecruiter
1 The Smartest Way To Hire

Get started by visiting
jobs.usatoday.com

MICHIGAN7^
Ad M#twar* Solutions 'MKT,

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 

protection. 
Schedule a 

FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today.
15% off Entire 

Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-866-495-1709

Get results. 
Advertise 

in
CLASSIFIEDS!

m

More ways to 
reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

0 © ©
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAOs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com

L
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We Store
We place your contents in an 
on-site locked storage unite 
so you can rest assured your 
things are dry and safe

We Fleer
Watch the transformation 
as we liven up your space 
with our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we return 
and safely place your items 
where we found them.

Walk-In Bath & 
Shower Systems

AND IT’S ABOUT TIME THE WORLD KNOWS YOUR NAME.
Build your presence with LOCALiQ’s digital marketing solutions. 
Social media marketing, SEO, and expert web design will all help 
get your business noticed online.

Do it all with just one partner! 
Contact your sales rep today or visit 
LOCALiQ.com/BigDeaS to get started.

LOCALiQ
BACKED BY DATA. POWERED BY INTELLIGENCE.


