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Brewery would serve craft beer, smoked meat
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Another place to raise a glass of local­
ly-made beer is coining to downtown 
Farmington.

Residents Ryan Kavanagh and 
Shawn Tanner hope to open their new

concept Heights Brewing in the former 
Page’s Food and Spirits at 23621 Far­
mington.

Kavanagh, a homebrewer who has 
worked at Draught Horse in New Hud­
son, as well as Dragonmead and Kuhn- 
herm breweries in Warren, said he’s ex­
cited to bring his own spin on a brewery

to the community they call home.
“I’ve wanted to branch out and start 

my own brewery and no better place 
than in this beautiful city here,” he said.

The brewery would feature a differ­
ent look on the exterior, which requires 
some approvals from the city. The pro­
ject went before the city’s planning

commission July 11, which recommend­
ed approval of the plans.

The brewery would feature an array 
of beers crafted by the brewery, as well 
as drink options such as wine, mead 
and more.

See BREWERY, Page 4A

Livonia nail salon pampers men
Couple looks to offer 
‘wonderful’ experience
Chanel Stitt Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Bernard Smiley recently bought him­
self a new pair of sandals because his 
recent pedicures have refreshed his feet 
to the standard he wants them to be.

He has been going to a nail salon 
called Just For Hym, which provides 
manicures, pedicures and facials, but 
with a twist — services are only for men. 
The list of services also includes beard 
trimming, eyebrow arching and derma- 
planing (gets rid of facial “peach fuzz”), 
all performed with complimentary wine 
and water.

See SALON, Page 4A

Co-owners 
of Just for 
Hym,
Rodrick and 
Joanne 
Byrd,are 
shown at 
their new 
nail salon 
for men in 
Livonia on 
June 15. It 
is located 
at 28422 
Five Mile 
Road, and it 
has been 
operating 
since 
May 26.

Canton bank 
building could 
see new life as 
credit union
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plans to bring a metro Detroit credit 
union to a former Canton Township 
bank building have stalled over the ap­
pearance of the building’s brick color.

Clinton Township-based Michigan 
Schools and Government Credit Union 
proposes to locate a new branch inside 
the former Huntington Bank building 
at 44530 Ford Road. The plans call for 
the credit union to use the current 
building, but with some modifications. 
Those include removing the front col­
umns and the addition of a new glass 
vestibule, as well as staining the exist­
ing red bricks of the building to match 
the branding colors of the company to 
a more tan look.

“The color that we’re proposing, 
we’ve used in other locations that we 
have,” said Steve Brewer, chief finan­
cial officer for the credit union. “All of 
our other branches have this brand­
ing.”

The proposal went before the town­
ship planning commission at its meet­
ing July 11. Several commissioners had 
concerns over the proposed brick 
staining, saying they feared what it 
would look like on the building.

“I appreciate what you’re trying to 
do, and I would be a hypocrite if I said 
that I don’t like the staining of the brick 
or the color or whatever because I’ve 
been one in past meetings (saying) 
that I’m tired of everything being 
brown in the township,” said Commis­
sioner Doug Weber. “The color of the 
actual brick there is actually more pal­
atable to me.

“This kind of looks like a McDon­
ald’s to me.”

The Huntington Bank branch 
closed last October, according to sig­
nage on the door of the building.

The addition of a new branch for the 
credit union would be just the latest 
expansion for the company.

See BUILDING, Page 5A
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Livonia council eyes city hall flag ordinance
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It appears flying any kind of non-gov­
ernment or public safety flag at Livonia 
City Hall is about to be the most difficult 
thing to get through the city’s govern­
ment.

Council is considering a rule requir­
ing any non-government, military or 
public safety flag to receive unanimous 
council approval and the mayor’s OK be­
fore it’s flown at city hall.

No other council action requires 
unanimous council approval and may- 
oral approval in Livonia city govern­
ment.

Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan said 
she thinks the proposal is overly restric­
tive.

“Requiring unanimous approval for a 
council resolution on this issue would 
be an unprecedented and irresponsible 
step for a municipal legislative body to 
take,” Brosnan said. “It gives any indi­
vidual council member veto power over 
the votes of their duly elected col­
leagues and the voters who elected 
them.”

Councilman Scott Bahr suggested 
the rule after the city raised the LGBTQ+ 
Pride flag in late June. Bahr did not ref­
erence the Pride flag directly.

The Pride flag ceremony drew a large 
crowd and was described by several lo­
cal officials, including Brosnan, as a 
“small step” toward making the city

A crowd gathered to see the Pride flag 
fly outside Livonia City Hall in June.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

more inclusive.
“In my opinion, the only flags that 

should be flying at city hall are the U.S., 
the State of Michigan, City of Livonia 
and, perhaps, some other military or

public safety organization flags,” Bahr 
said.

Council recently voted 4-3 to direct 
the city’s law department to draft a res­
olution for Bahr’s proposal to be voted 
on at a later meeting. Bahr as well as 
members Kathleen McIntyre, Rob Do- 
novic and Scott Morgan voted in favor.

Council President Jim Jolly, Council 
Vice President Laura Toy and Council­
man Brandon McCullough cast the dis­
senting votes.

Livonia has flown the Italian flag and 
the Albanian flag at city hall per the re­
quests of community groups. Livonia’s 
16th district court, which is near city hall 
but independent of city rules like the 
one proposed, has flown the Irish flag 
and a Michigan State University flag.

Additionally, all of Livonia’s marked 
police vehicles have thin blue line flag 
decals affixed to them. That design is a 
black-and-white version of the Ameri­
can flag with a single blue stripe.

McCullough said he thought the pro­
posed approval process seemed “slip­
pery.”

“This is something that, I think, puts 
too much policy on it,” he said. “I think 
that recent ceremony we had pushes 
our city forward, and I’d like to see more 
of that.”

Brosnan’s office agreed, noting the 
city’s law department has been unable 
to find a similar rule at the local, state or 
federal level.

“For decades the City of Livonia has

raised flags honoring important groups 
within our community, and only now, 
following the rising of the Pride flag, do 
we see council take interest in this mat­
ter,” the mayor said.

Currently, the city’s policy regarding 
non-govemment flags at city hall re­
quires mayoral approval or a city council 
resolution. The decision to fly the 
LGBTQ+ Pride flag came from Mayor 
Maureen Miller Brosnan. Brosnan also 
noted the current rules give council the 
ability to allow flags its members ap­
prove.

Livonia currently flies non-govern­
ment flags for a single 24-hour period 
after they’re raised.

Bahr said he is uncomfortable with 
the mayor — elected in 2019 by Livonia 
residents — speaking on behalf of the 
city government, saying the Pride-flag 
ceremony implied the city’s values.

Livonia has a “strong mayor” govern­
ment, in which the mayor serves as the 
city’s chief executive officer running the 
city’s day-to-day operations and repre­
sents the city in a variety of ways. Other 
nearby communities that have strong 
mayors include Westland, Dearborn 
and Detroit.

Brosnan said she plans to continue 
trying to make Livonia inclusive for all 
of its residents.

“I will continue to advance our com­
munity’s inclusive, welcoming values, 
and I invite the council to join me in that 
work,” she said.
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Property tax payers in Wayne are 
being asked to allow another major 
tax.

Wayne City Council recently voted, 
5-2, to put a 5-year, 8-mill levy on Nov. 
8 ballots. The tax would help fund the 
city’s pension obligations to retired 
public safety employees.

A mill is $1 for every $1,000 of tax­
able value on a property, which should 
be no more than half a home’s market 
value. For example, if the tax proposal 
passes, the owner of a home worth 
$200,000 would pay about $800 an­
nually.

Wayne’s .pension obligations are, , 
city leaders say, too great to bear. 
Roughly 40% of the city’s annual bud­
get is dedicated to pension payments, 
and that isn’t enough to meet the near 
$16 million the city expects to owe over 
the next two years.

City Manager Lisa Nocerini said the

city has 202 retirees collecting pension 
payments and 76 current employees 
paying in, which creates the disparity. 
In late 2020, a judge ordered the city to 
levy more than 13 mills to pay its pen­
sion costs.

But, even if the millage passes some 
leaders noted there’s no way to guaran­
tee another order won’t come from a 
judge.

“People are living longer,” Nocerini 
said. “Health care is better. There’s fac­
tors that are out of our control that are 
going to continue.”

Council members Kelly Skiff and Phil 
Wagner both voted against putting the 
millage before voters, saying they can’t 
support a new tax.

“Putting this on the ballot is being 
done for all the right reasons,” Wagner 
said, saying he’d prefer another court 
judgement. “However, I have a problem 
with voting for any new taxes.”

Several residents expressed frustra­
tion with the decision, noting Wayne al­
ready taxes residents as much as it can

under state law. At one point during 
council’s July 12 meeting, public com­
ment became so raucous council called 
a recess and Mayor John Rhaesa left the 
room.

“The tax thing is already high enough 
in Wayne,” Willian Tengen said. “You 
guys can’t charge any more, and that’s 
why all of these have to go to a millage in 
the first place.”

Wayne voters, according to the city, 
have voted against this kind of millage 
twice in the past.

These pension struggles aren’t 
unique to Wayne. According to the 
Mackinac Center for Public Policy, most 
major cities in Michigan don’t fully fund 
their pensions.

Michigan dedicated $2.6 billion to­
ward public pensions as part of its 2023 
budget for which cities like Wayne can 
apply.

“I don’t think that we should count on 
that as our savior,” Nocerini said. “ ... 
We’re going to be competing ... for that 
money.”
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Livonia council votes 
to allow mayor’s office 
more buying power
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia’s city council gave the city 
administration more buying power that 
will, acqording Mayor Maureen Miller 
Brosnan, help the city work more effi­
ciently.

Council approved. raising the pur­
chasing threshold needed to trigger 
council approval from $15,000 to 
$20,000 during a recent meeting. The 
move passed 5-2, with members Kath­
leen McIntyre and Scott Bahr voting in 
dissent.

That means the administration can 
spend up to $19,999 on a product or ser­
vice without needing council’s OK. The 
change also requires the mayor to notify 
council of purchases more than $15,000 
but under $20,000.

“The cost of purchasing is going up, 
and yet the threshold for approval has 
remained constant,” Brosnan said. “In 
Livonia, that threshold hasn’t changed 
in 27 years... Let’s take manhole covers, 
for example. We purchase hundreds of 
those every year and the cost keeps go­
ing up. So if you need to replace a block 
of them on an emergency basis and have 
to wait for council approval, that’s going 
to hold things up.”

The mayor said this will most benefit 
emergency purchases, like road salt, 
when they’re needed. Right now, prices 
are up 9.1% from 2021 in the United 
States. According to the Labor Depart­
ment’s Consumer Price Index, that’s the 
highest hike in 40 years.

Some council members indicated

“Costs have gone up 

so much, whether you’re 

in business or you’re trying 

to run a city. It makes some 

sense, but I like the 

additions (related to 

lobbying), so maybe we 

could bring that up at 
another point.”
Laura Toy Livonia City Council member

they’d like to revisit the mayor’s pur­
chasing limit in the future, as well as ex­
plore requiring any lobby service, re­
gardless of the dollar amount, to under­
go the council approval process. That 
process generally takes four weeks or 
more to complete.

Earlier this year, council unanimous­
ly approved $43,500 in lobbying ser­
vices to advocate for American Rescue 
Plan dollars be awarded to Livonia from 
Wayne County.

“Costs have gone up so much, wheth­
er you’re in business or you’re trying to 
run a city,” Councilwoman Laura Toy 
said. “It makes some sense, but I like the 
additions (related to lobbying), so may­
be we could bring that up at another 
point.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.
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Former Marquette House reopens as retirement home

The 98-unit building features new carpets, lobbies, dining area and renovated rooms.

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Following 22 years in Westland, the 
former Marquette House was set to 
close in May 2021

But after changing hands and under­
going some renovations, the new West- 
land House at 36000 Campus Drive is 
looking to be the go-to middle market 
senior living center that includes li­
censed care in the area.

The 98-unit building features new 
carpets, lobbies, dining area and reno­
vated rooms. Most of the units are stu­
dios, but the facility has a limited num­
ber of one- and two-bedroom options, 
as well.

“When we researched this market, 
we saw a huge void for affordable li­
censed care,” said Chris Schott, the ex­
ecutive vice president of Alcore Senior 
Management. “It’s not very often that 
you run across something like this, so 
we wasted absolutely no time.”

Serving the middle market — people 
who don’t qualify for government-pro­
vided healthcare but cannot afford ex­
pensive senior living centers — is Al- 
core’s specialty. Schott said the compa­
ny works to help people find benefits 
they’re qualified for and recently held a 
benefits seminar at the Westland Senior 
Friendship Center.

“We study all the benefits every­
where we go to make sure we can help 
people access those benefits,” Schott 
said.

According to seniorliving.org, the an­
nual Michigander requiring nursing 
home care can expect to spend about 
$9,000 a month this year. At Westland 
House, prices start at $2,775, which in­
cludes care. Alcore estimates the aver­
age resident will pay roughly $3,900 
monthly.

Because the center carries a lower 
price tag, the gyms, salons and bars 
people will find in upscale retirement 
homes aren’t at the Westland House. Al­
core also did away with the memory 
care unit the building used to have.

Building Administrator Wanda Krek- 
lau said she has an activities director on 
staff who runs afternoon and evening 
events.

“That’s how we stay affordable,” 
Kreklau, a Westland native who’s 
worked in the building for 22 years, said.

“We don’t have all the bells and whistles 
because that’s not really what seniors 
are looking for. Most people want a

comfortable apartment and good food.”
Find more at www.thewestlandhou- 

se.com.

The home is at 36000 Campus Drive.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.
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Hear more. 
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Live more.
Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a 
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Brewery
Continued from Page 1A

It would also serve up a host of 
smoked dishes such as ribs, chicken and 
more. The restaurant will also have a 
small section of outdoor seating as a 
part of the renovations.

Page’s Food and Spirits opened in the 
1980s downtown and closed more than 
a year ago. The building has remained 
vacant since.

Planning commission chair Steve 
Majoros questioned whether the ongo­
ing streetscape construction could af­

fect work, including the outdoor seat­
ing. Kevin Christiansen, city economic 
and community development director, 
said the streetscape work would be 
completed before the brewery opened. 
It appeared the timeline for Heights 
Brewery calls for work to be complete 
sometime in late winter/early spring of 
next year.

Majoros said everything looked well 
put together and he looked forward to 
seeing a new option in town.

“The aesthetics area really nice, the 
materials are really nice, the look is real­
ly nice, the light, etc.,” he said. “We look 
forward to it. Best of luck as you move 
forward in the process.”

A rendering of the exterior of Heights Brewing, which plans to open in the 
former Page’s in downtown Farmington, courtesy of the city of Farmington
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A wall of thank you’s and well wishes from customers near the back of Just For 
Hym, a nail salon for men, in Livonia on June 15. eric seals/detroit free press

“I’ve never been to another salon that she puts the socks on 

your feet, moisturizes them — she gives you a hot rock 

massage with it. It’s so much for the money that you pay.”
Bernard Smiley Detroit resident, on Just For HYM

Salon
Continued from Page 1A

The salon’s goal is to provide a judg­
ment-free space for men who want to 
partake in these services. The space is 
owned by married couple Joanne and 
Roderick Byrd, of Canton. It is located at 
28422 Five Mile Road, and it has been 
operating since May 26. So far, it is 
bringing in about 30 customers a week, 
including Smiley, who is on his third vis­
it.

“Mrs. Joanne is attentive,” said Smi­
ley, 55, of Detroit. “I’ve never been to an­
other salon that she puts the socks on 
your feet, moisturizes them — she gives 
you a hot rock massage with it. It’s so 
much for the money that you pay.”

The space is full of TVs with sports on 
screen, an NBA arcade game in the cor­
ner and a couple of chess boards. And 
Joanne Byrd tries to make sure to get a 
photo of the customer before they leave.

She said she wants her customers to 
"... leave out saying, ‘Oh, wow, that was 
wonderful.’ ”

Eventually, she wants the business to 
become a one-stop shop for men. Em­
ployees are women who make custom­
ers feel catered to. The salon is in the 
process of finding a barber that is a 
woman as well.

“Now, we can have a spot for our­
selves,” Roderick Byrd said, “And we 
could talk about things like sports, and 
things of that nature, that men talk 
about, and it’ll be all just men. So we can 
all throw the ship together as men and

speak the same language.”
He wants hesitant customers to 

come visit the space.
“Some men that have never had ped­

icures and manicures and things of that 
nature — they come in here, they won’t 
have to be judged,” Roderick Byrd said.

“The only (person) that’s gonna see 
their hands and their feet is gonna be 
the people that work in here.”

Roderick Byrd said he would go get a 
manicure and pedicure at other spaces 
and always brought up to his wife that 
the environment was mostly serving

women. At the same time, Joanne Byrd 
had a goal to find a business that would 
support the couple through retirement.

“So I just said, ‘What if we do some­
thing pertaining to men only,’ ” Joanne 
Byrd said. “He said, ‘That’s an excellent 
idea and I’m going to help you get it go­
ing.’ ”

Roderick Byrd said some customers 
come in with problems that need fixing 
over time. Smiley can attest to this.

Smiley is a husband and father of two 
who works at Michigan Dairy, where 
they make cottage cheese, milk and wa­
ter for Kroger stores. He’s been working 
there for 30 years. He also works as a se­
curity guard at Ford Field. So Smiley is 
constantly on his feet. He wears rubber 
boots while he works at his dairy job.

He grew up in a house full of women, 
and he said he learned early on to take 
care of his nails and feet. He stopped go­
ing to his prior salon about three years 
ago because the services weren’t up to 
par. But he is now confident and ready to 
wear sandals again.

“I’m not a guy that wears sandals, 
and so I told her (his pedicurist), if she 
gets these dogs together by the time for 
me to go to Myrtle Beach, which is in a 
couple of weeks, she’s got a client for 
life,” Smiley said. “And she has succeed­
ed in that.”

Roderick Byrd said the couple wants 
to open another location and possibly 
franchise the business in other states.

“This is our first experimental type of 
shop, so me and my wife have talked 
about other ideas for another location 
and doing some things a little different,” 
he said.

: $99 Installation*
j *Does not include cost of material. Expires 7/31/2022

SAY GOOD-BYE ^ 
TO YOUR OLD ^
GUTTER PROBLEMS

Financing 
Available 
Ask for 
Details

9k
r

Call your authorized 
LeafGuard® location today 
for a FREE estimate and 
in-home demonstration.

LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to 
clog or we’ll clean it for FREE* 
Seamless, one-piece system keeps 
out leaves, pine needles and debris 
Eliminates the risk of falling off a 
ladder to clean clogged gutters 
Durable, all-weather tested system 
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can help you get relief from your 
uncomfortably hot home.

Our exclusive High-Performance™ 
Low-E4® SmartSun™ glass is 70% more 
energy efficient in the summer as 
compared to ordinary dual-pane 
glass.2 It's engineered to.help make 
your home cooler.

Call before July 31sl!

Buy now 
and

pay later!'
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^ ANDERSEN"

sa RENEWAL m™
£§f b,ANDERSEN "ISCOONI

nusona wbm i mx Bumur
R Of lltEYfAft

Call for your FREE Window 
and Door Diagnosis

734-335-8036

SAVE
$300

ON EVERY WINDOW

SAVE
$700

ON EVERY ENTRY AND 
PATIO DOOR1

Minimum purchase of four. Interest 
accrues from the purchase date but is 
waived if paid in full within 12 months.

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $300 off each window and 
$700 off each entry/patio door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or 
more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/3/2022 and 7/31/2022. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans 
and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, 
no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is 
waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, 
color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. 
Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen 
location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by 
/yidersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. A/alues are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® 
double hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006,2009, 
2012,2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables.

l mm
V  T



City continues review of plans for Northville Downs site
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If there’s one thing that can be said 
about the expected redevelopment of 
the Northville Downs site, it’s that city 
officials aren’t rushing the process.

The city’s planning commission con­
tinues to spend multiple hours during 
meetings discussing the project. The 
most recent subject? The public spaces, 
parks and farmers market at the site.

“The open space that has been pro­
vided comprises almost one third of the 
total development project,” said Randy

Metz, a landscape architect with Ply­
mouth Township-based Grissim Metz 
Andriese Associates.

The planning commission reviewed 
several presentations on those areas 
during its July 5 meeting. It was just the 
most recent discussion held on the mas­
sive redevelopment project, which 
seeks to take the current Northville 
Downs property and transform it into 
residential units, a new farmers market 
and several parks.

Also at odds is the 1936 log cabin on 
the Downs property. Plans now call for 
the relocation of the structure to anoth­

er site on the park. That plan was craft­
ed earlier this year.

The commission discussed plans for 
the farmers market, which would locate 
in a planned building on Seven Mile.

Susan Haifleigh, one of the task force 
committee members, said the Northville 
farmers market on a normal day can at­
tract people from dozens of surrounding 
ZIP codes. She also said the committee 
was looking at a bill that would bring 
$45 million to local farmers markets.

More discussion was expected to 
take place at the next planning commis­
sion meeting July 19.

A rendering of the proposed farmers 
market that could be constructed on 
the Northville Downs property.
COURTESY OF THE CITY OF NORTHVILLE

Asian-themed development in heart 
of Novi will bring homes, retail, offices
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com A sign

advertising the 
proposed 
Sakura Novi 
development 
along Grand 
River. Several 
changes have 
been made 
since the initial 
proposal.
DAVID VESELENAK/

HOMETOWNLIFE.
COM

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Asian-themed mixed-use devel­
opment in Novi continues to push for­
ward toward reality, even after several 
years of discussion and changes to the 
site.

The most recent move? The recom­
mendation of approval of the prelimi­
nary site plan for the Sakura Novi devel­
opment, which is expected to consist of 
retail, office and residential units on 
property east of Town Center Road and 
between Grand River and 11 Mile.

“We hope we have done enough to 
move forward,” said Scott Aikens, one of 
the developers. “We have numerous 
businesses that are interested in the 
site.”

The development includes the com­
mercial properties closer to Grand River, 
with apartments closer to 31 Mile. A 
pond incorporating walkways and a 
Japanese-style garden is also part of the 
development.

Several changes have been made 
since the initial proposal of the village 
several years ago, including the removal 
of the anchor tenant, One World Market. 
That store decided to stay in its current 
location and expand into the former Li­
brary Sports Pub

& Grill that closed. Several additional 
residential units could occupy a part of 
the property that was designated as a 
parking lot as well.

“They may need that parking,” said 
Lindsay Bell, a planner with the City of 
Novi. “The PRO agreement does allow 
up to 15 additional units in that area.”

The movement by the planning com­
mission is the first major action by the 
city since last year. The property was re­
zoned by the city council in May 2021, 
with the property being purchased by 
Sakura Novi LLC last summer.

Development is expected to happen 
in phases, with the retail storefronts 
and some residential going up first, fol­

lowed by more apartments in the sec­
ond phase. The first phase could be 
completed by the spring of 2024, Ai­
kens said.

Planning commissioners were sup­
portive of the site plan, with several 
saying they were excited to see work 
begin and the project go from a con­
cept to a reality.

“I’m kind of getting antsy wanting 
to see it get up and running,” said Com­
missioner Michael Lynch. “I see no 
reason to reject it at this time.”

The city council will next take up 
the preliminary site plan and make a 
determination on it at a future meet­
ing.

Building
Continued from Page 1A

Other branches in the region have 
opened in recent years, including in Li­
vonia, Farmington Hills, Bloomfield 
Township and Commerce Township. 
The Canton branch is one of three the 
credit union recently announced 
would open, with the other two 
planned for Ann Arbor and Pittsfield 
Township.

The planning commission delayed a 
decision on the site plan, with many 
commissioners expressing similar 
concerns over the staining of the brick. 
Chairman Greg Greene said he was un­
certain before the meeting about the 
brick, but understood after hearing 
Brewer’s presentation the color 
change had to do with the credit 
union’s branding.

He said he was not opposed to all 
the changes, but wanted to see brick 
that was not stained.

“I love the idea of changing the en­
trance. That part looks great,” he said. 
“It’s the emulation I have a real prob­
lem with. What I’m feeling is you’re ba­
sically going to throw a look into Can­
ton. Ford Road is much too important 
to go that route and I would love to see 
this proposal turn around with new 
brick.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE ASj; DAYS!

Update the Exterior of Your Cabinets to 
Reveal the Kitchen of Your Dreams!
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i i NO PAYMENT i 
FREE GRANITE ' ■ NO INTEREST ' 
COUNTERTOPS for !

or W 24 MONTHS*** i
up to $1,000 Off! | I ***OAC, financing available to qualified buyers |

9 II through Greensky Plan 2521. ■
8 8 Offer expires 7/31/2022.

m.mmmmmmmmmmmm.mmmmmwm'M — mmmmmmmmmmwmA

i% KURTIS
KITCHEN & BATH

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

248-450-6253
We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

Ml Lie #2102222470

TRANSFORM YOUR CONCRETE 
IN JUST ONE DAY!!

Professionally installed concrete coating solutions for your home or business.

TruTech Concrete Coatings are not only 
beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

’With the purchase of cabinet refacing. “New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer 
includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, cut-outs or 
upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 7/31/2022.

$250 OFF
*Must present this at time of order. Minimum purchase applies 

Not valid with any other offer or previous contract. 

OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/2022.
Ip, 15 YEAR 
P WARRANTY
f?:,

GARAGE FLOORS PATIOS POOL DECKS BASEMENTS COMMERCIAL & MORE!

4 ŜTRONGER
than epoxy!!! TrlUTECH

CONCRETE COATINGS

• Easy to keep clean

• 100% antibacterial & antimicrobial

• Will not chip or peel

• Formulated for Michigan winters

• Slip resistant

• Endless color options

• 15 year warranty

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE!

734-236-9222
Proudly serving Southeast Michigan 

Only Authorized dealer of Penntek Industrial 
Coatings in Southeast Michigan

Find us on Facebook 0
LO-GCI0008980-U3



Divers retrieve man’s prosthetic leg from lake

Brandon Smith prepares to work in his Milford Township garage, susan vela/hometownlife.com

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brandon Smith was devastated when 
he saw his prosthetic leg fall into Sun­
rise Lake and sink out of reach.

The Milford Township man dove af­
ter the artificial limb, but the laws of 
density and water drove the prosthetic 
leg toward the murky depths faster than 
Smith could swim.

While he wrestled to stave off the an­
ger, frustration and depression that 
came with his lost leg, Smith’s wife and 
father-in-law got busy reaching out to 
people who could help.

A few days later, on July 13, the whole 
back yard was filled with Oakland 
County Sheriff’s vehicles. Smith had 
pinged the location where his leg sunk 
during family time on the lake. After 10 
minutes in the water, a dive team mem­
ber broke the lake’s surface holding 
Smith’s leg.

Nicole Smith, 44, and relatives not 
including her husband, 46, were on a 
boat watching the recovery. She jumped 
and began to scream with thankfulness.

“We have a leg,”’ she texted her hus­
band.

“It was a huge relief,” he said. “I’m just 
beyond thankful for them getting it and 
finding it, I really am. I never anticipated 
anybody doing something like this for 
me.”

He wanted to put on the prosthetic 
leg, despite possible discomfort, to 
show the dive team what a difference 
they made. Smith is reliant on crutches 
and a wheelchair without the leg that 
was built for years of use. He had just 
received the new leg worth thousands of 
dollars weeks before.

Nicole Smith said the sheriff’s office 
responded to the family’s requests for 
help the day the prosthetic leg fell in the 
lake. Sgt. Brian Burwell, who leads the 
dive team, met with the family, used 
Smith’s GPS coordinates to determine 
details for a search and promised to re­
turn. Divers found the leg 48 feet down 
below, two days later.

“Our dive team does an amazing job 
in a variety of conditions and circum­
stances,” Oakland County Sheriff Mi­
chael Bouchard said in a statement. “In 
this incident, they were able to make a 
big quality of life difference for this gen­

Oakland County Sheriffs Deputy 
Justin Wiegand recovered Smith's 
$80,000 prosthetic leg. courtesy of

OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

tleman who obviously would be greatly 
negatively impacted by the loss of his 
prosthetic leg. I’m proud of their work 
every day and especially in this circum­
stance.”

Brandon Smith’s right leg shattered

in 2015 when he was hunting. He was 
checking on a tree stand about 20 feet 
up when the tree stand fell from the tree 
and took him with it.

At the time, he was a father. Ford em­
ployee and reserve police officer.

Multiple surgeries and sicknesses 
preceded the family’s 2018 decision to 
amputate. This latest prosthetic leg is 
not Smith’s first, but it was the one in­
tended for years of fishing, swimming 
and “water family” activities.

He has noticed some wear and tear 
from the leg’s time in the water but was 
wearing the limb when speaking to 
Hometown Life. He had make an ap­
pointment with his University of Michi­
gan doctors to make sure it’s OK for con­
tinued use.

Smith, who has undergone 18 surger­
ies because of his leg, said he’s still not 
sure what caused the prosthetic leg to

separate from his body on the lake.
The artificial leg relies on a vacuum 

suspension system that has a locking 
pin.

He guessed he may have struck the 
prosthetic leg against something while 
trying to move from a floating raft near 
the family’s boat, causing the limb to 
dislodge.

“Next thing you know, it just disap­
peared,” he said. “It was the worst feel­
ing. It was so bad. I had no idea what to 
do.”

Jim McIntosh is looking forward to 
seeing his son-in-law return to his nor­
mal activities.

“He’s gone through so much. This 
was just another one of those gut 
punches,” McIntosh said. “I can’t say 
enough about the Oakland County dive 
team. They’ve been amazing. I’d love for 
them to get as much credit as possible.”

TODAY
CARPET&FLOORING

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

’ Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl, and laminate when 
you pay for installation, padding and materials. Excludes stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 08/21/22. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA, MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2022 Empire Today, LLC

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
SAFETY AND COMFORT

C>) LIMITED TIME ONLY

$1,500 OFF
your KOHLER Walk-tn Bath purchase

Fast-Drain Technology

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(§) (313) 241-9116
toiler ends July 31,2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK: HI; Nassau Cty. Suffolk Cty. Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo. NY. 
$1.500 off average price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined 
with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. Walk-ln Bath installed in os little os a day. ^Subject to credit 
approval. Interest Is billed during the promotional period but all Interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the 
promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan 
programs is provlded by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362GreenSky'S> Program is a program name for 
certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating 
merchants. Participating lenders are federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® Is a registered trademark of GreenSky. 
LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at 
participating dealers only.

LO-GCI0906394-03



Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Helen McGill
NORTHVILLE -

Passed away July 14, 
2022 at the age of 95. 
Beloved wife of the 
late Robert. Loving 
mother of Robert (Sta­
cy), Cheryl (Richard) 
Schairer, Debra (Glen 
Hanson) McGill, and 
DawnMarie (Da­
vid) Ozog. Cherished 
grandmother of 7 and 
great-grandmother of 
8. Dear sister of Shir­
ley Kirby. A memorial 
service was held at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian 
Church. Share a “Me­
morial Tribute” with 
the family at griffinfu- 
neralhome.com
Bffgrarai j Jiiii

L.J. Griffin Funeral Home
"ScriTce - A fnmiiy Iroditio')"' ■

Peggy price

CANTON - Peggy 
Price, age 85 of Canton, 
passed away July 14th, 
2022. Peggy was the 
beloved wife of Eldon 
for 55 years. Loving 
mother of Cindi (Dave) 
McClenaghan, Mitch 
Gephart, Jeff (Lisa) 
Walker and stepmoth­
er of Greg Price, Terry 
(Julie) Price, and Kim 
(Rick) Schaffer. Cher­
ished grandmother of 
11 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren. 
A Celebration of Life 
will be held at the Price 
residence, Saturday, 
August 13, 2022 from 
12-3 pm. Peggy will be 
laid to rest in Mt. Hope 
Memorial Gardens, Li­
vonia. www.mccabefu- 
neralhome.com

just when the caterpillar 
thought the

Marilyn Ruth Van Giesen
BLOOMFIELD HILLS - Marilyn Ruth Van Giesen,

94, of Bloomfield Hills passed away on July 2nd 
following a stroke. Loved ones were beside her at 
the time of her passing.

Marilyn was born on October 26, 1927, to Earl 
E. and Ruth Norman in Kalamazoo, Michigan. She 
graduated from the University of Michigan with a 
teaching degree and music minor. Marilyn married 
her high school sweetheart Jim Van Giesen, a suc­
cessful, loving family man. She taught elementary 
school before devoting herself to her children. The 
family made many moves to several states and.Cana- 
da before settling in the Oakland County area where she taught private flute 
and piano lessons. After the kids were grown, she worked for florists Moss 
Lipinski, Green Plant Design, and Eaton Nursery.

Marilyn was an independent, optimistic, kind, determined, multi-talented 
individual. She built her beloved cottage in Glen Arbor after the hardship 
pf Jim’s premature passing because it was a shared dream. Marilyn was 
the foundation of the family, hosting beautiful gatherings with great food, 
music, and love. A favorite time was 4th of July fireworks at her house on 
Hammond Lake. This is where she was fortunate to meet her wonderful 
second husband Dr. Robert James. They had two great years of travel and 
fun before his unexpected passing.

Marilyn never backed down from a request for assistance or a challenge 
especially when it benefited others. She raised funds to help students attend U 
of M through Dollars for Scholars and her Alumni Council and volunteered 
at Goodwill for many years. She was an active member of many musical 
groups including Oakville Symphony, Quintet, Birmingham Musicale, Flute 
Choir, Clarkston Senior Band, and Rainbow Rhythms. Her performances 
brought joy to family, friends, and community. Marilyn was a member of the

Village Club and loved hosting Easter brunch for the family there. She was 
a member of Kirk in the Hills for decades, serving as a deacon, participating 
in Kirk Seniors, and volunteering as a docent for Open Door.

Marilyn’s passions included traveling, bridge, gardening, decorating, music, 
art, nature, Interlochen Arts Academy where she attended summer camp, 
anything maize and blue or Wolverine related, and gatherings of family and 
friends. She has shared her passions and passed many down to children and 
grandchildren. Marilyn will be deeply missed.

Marilyn was predeceased by her parents Earl E. and Ruth Norman, sister 
Eleanor Norman, brother Doug Norman, husbands Jim Van Giesen and Df. 
Robert James, and brother-in-law Robert Van Giesen.

Marilyn is survived by daughters Jill Van Giesen, Darby McEvilly, Gayle 
Trudell, son- in- law Patrick McEvilly, sisters- in-law Arlene Norman and 
Joyce Van Giesen, grandchildren Sarah Rohlfs (Luke), Caitlin Rosenbach 
(Michael), Kelsey Reinhold (Michael), Jimmy McEvilly (Heather Colohan), 
and Ava Coram, great grandchildren Jude Rohlfs, Wesley Rohlfs, Darby 
Rosenbach, Lila Reinhold, Connelly Rosenbach and Francis McEvilly, nieces 
and nephews.

There will be a memorial service for Marilyn at Kirk in the Hills on 
Wednesday July 20th at 11:00am, 1340 West Long Lake Road, Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan.

Memorial donations can be made to:
Good Will; www.goodwilldetroit.org/donate
Kirk in the Hills, memo: Food Ministries
1340 West Long Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302
University of Michigan scholarship assistance for students attending the 

School of Music,Theater and Dance. Checks to University of Michigan, 
memo: SMTD Scholarship Fund-302591.

University of Michigan, 3003 South State Street, Suite 8000, Ann Arbor 
Michigan 48109



Leaf^Filter
GUTTER
PROTECTION

INSTALLS ON NEW 
& EXISTING GUTTERS

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

15 % OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

5% OFF
10 % OFF

SENIORS & MILITARY 
ON TOP OF THE 15%!

TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY*

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1 
www.LeafFilter.com/grop | Promo Code: 364

’Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

A COMPANY OF

TULHS
CALL US TODAY FORV* A FREE ESTIMATE 734-666-0904

•The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LeafHIteras the*#1 rated professionally Installed 
gutter guard system In America." *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. “Must present at time of estimate. See 

Representative for full warranty details Manufactured In Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group In Ohio.
CSLBd 103S795 OOPL *10783658-5501 License* 7656 License# 50145 License* 41354 License* 99338 License* 128344 License* 218294 

License* 603 233 977 License* 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 270S132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 
License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration* HIC.0649905 Registration* C127229 Registration* C127230 

Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration* PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022

—

3DAYBLINDS*
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

FREE Installation* -
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation! .

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®
*Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special 
orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other 
offer or discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/2022. State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses- 
Arizona 321056. California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181 
Pennsylvania PA107656. Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY 
H01073101. Rockland County, NY H-12401-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC: Virginia 
2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC.

12 MONTHS
NO INTEREST

FINANCING THROUGH ‘Subject to credit 
approval, restrictions 
apply call for details. ,

* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call 
for details. Must present this ad to redeem offer. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or past 
purchases. Exp.7/31/22

5 REASONS TO REPLAQE
j. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3. Weather & critter protection
4. Upgraded curb appeal
5. Increase home value

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends - No Extra Charge • 24/7 Service • Militaiy, AAA, Senior, AARP 
Discounts Residential • Doing Business Since 1998 

• Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details
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i GARAGE DOOR i 
! TUNE UP SPECIAL I FREE I $100 OFF m OFF

REPLACE AN 
EXISTING OPENER

*41 WE
Witt tto Ifcl VfFil *Tui otter ofe

ESTIMATES ! SPRING
REPLACEMENTI CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!:

4! GARAH
j Wihtteisupon. Not valid iffliotlBoflefs j

,41 GARAGE
Wih ttis copi Not valid oUh offers Will lias copn. Not vaSd nth Otis offers

SCAN TO
SCHEDULE SERVICE

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

SERVICING ALL OF METRO DETROIT

248-864-5559

18 MONTH
NO INTEREST!

| O^fer Expires: 7/31/2022 Some restrictions 

apply. Not available on previous purchases.

I Ask Estimator for Details. Financing subject 
to credit approval. GreenSky® NMLS 

^#1416362

GET FREE ESTIMATE!
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We Move We take care of the
back breaking work of

We Store moving your contents 
and storing them on-

We Floor! site while we floor!
Then safely place the 
items back when the



0 FOUNDATIQN REPAIR

r- L A tE? BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
| 0 CONCRETE LIFTING

A Qnxnwla.'Of kr Ccrrpany

NO PAYMENTS &

0%
INTEREST

for 12 MONTHS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
Our Limited-Time 
FINANCING OFFER!

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007

sea <Angi
Call for a FREE INSPECTION

(248) 973-1214
* Subject to credit approval. Interest is .billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived If the purchase amount Is paid in full within 12 months. Cannot be combined with any other offers, offer expires 07/31/2022

LO-G Cl0896345-02

it my all’
SPORTS_________
Groves guard ‘ready to give
Senior led Falcons in scoring after missing 8 weeks for illness
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

One of the more unbelievable things 
that happened during last winter’s girls 
basketball season was Kaitlyn Sanders 
being voted as an All-Oakland Activities 
Association-Red first-teamer.

And you might say, “Yeah, so what? 
Good players make all-conference 
teams every year.”

Well, let’s gloss over how Birming­
ham Groves was on its third head coach 
in as many seasons and was playing in 
the same league as the eventual Divi­
sion! state champions, West Bloom­
field, a team absolutely loaded with fu­
ture college basketball stars.

Truly, the Lakers’ starting lineup 
alone could’ve made up the entire All- 
OAA-Red team.

No, it’s unbelievable because Sand­

ers missed eight weeks while battling 
mononucleosis.

She still posted 225 points in 17 
games and averaged 13 points and four 
rebounds per night.

She was the team leader in steals and 
blocks, recorded three double-doubles 
and even scored a career-high 29 points 
in one game.

See GUARD, Page 3B

Groves’ Kaitlyn Sanders during the 
Derrick Coleman Elite showcase 
against Detroit Mumford on June 15.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

MLB DRAFT HOMETOWN LIFE FEMALE SENIOR ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Rangers feel 
they got steal 
in selecting 
OLSM pitcher
Tony Garcia Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Texas Rangers general manager 
Chris Young admitted he didn’t get 
much sleep between Sunday night and 
Monday morning.

As he laid down, all he could think 
about was how a game-changer could 
be available with his next pick, but 
he’d have to get fortunate.

The Rangers drafted former Van­
derbilt star pitcher Kumar Rocker at 
No. 3 overall and then the waiting 
game began; theorganization forfeited 
its second-round selection by signing 
Corey Seager and did the same with its 
third-round pick for the acquisition of 
Marcus Semien.

But the baseball stars aligned for 
the Rangers, because waiting for them 
Monday with their fourth-round selec­
tion at pick No. 109 — Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s Brock Porter, arguably the best 
prep arm in the country and Baseball 
America’s No. 7 ranked prospect.

“We’re thrilled to have the opportu­
nity to draft Brock Porter,” Young said. 
“Our room was really, really excited 
when it became clear we were going to 
have the chance to draft him.”

The Rangers had their eye on Porter 
for years, said senior director of ama­
teur scouting Kip Fagg.

Fagg saw him in-person three times 
in the 2021 season while also scouting 
his teammate, shortstop Alex Mooney, 
before watching him a handful more 
on the summer circuit.

“It’s unbelievable, for us to land 
(Rocker and Porter) I never thought 
that would be possible coming into 
this year,” Fagg said. “Knowing these 
players gives a lot of comfort that get­
ting these guys was going to be the 
best thing for the Rangers, which is 
very exciting for us.”

Fagg described Porter as a “big, 
physical, power arm“ who played for

See PITCHER, Page 3B

Bloomfield Hills’ Drew Martin, photos Mercy’s Kendall Spivey. Livonia Clarenceville’s Kendra Pearson.
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Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Ava Brizard. Livonia Franklin’s Kalin Bates. Livonia Stevenson’s McKenzie Siroky.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Bedford Westfield Prep’s Asia Cochran. Plymouth Christian’s Anna Fernandez.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Vote for best among 33 seniors
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The 2021-22 school year has finally 
come to an end.

We celebrated conference, district 
and regional champions. We even cel­
ebrated a handful of state titles won 
right here in the Hometown Life cov­
erage area.

Now it’s time for another honor.

There’s no question seniors are some 
of the most important players on the 
team. They bring leadership, experience 
and talent.

They offer guidance, act as a coach on 
the field or court and are usually the 
ones mentally prepared enough to at­
tempt, and even miss, a potentially 
game-winning shot.

They’re the vocal ones in the locker 
room and are sometimes even the

chauffeurs for the younger players.
Below is a list of 33 seniors from 

around our coverage area. It’s your turn 
to pick which one is Hometown Life’s 
Senior Athlete of the Year.

Voting ends at 10 p.m. Thursday, 
July 28.

Let’s take a look at who was nominat­
ed for this honor:

See SENIORS, Page 2B
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Livonia Red’s Mya O’Connor, Abby Lueck, Lauren Pline, and Avery Boyk. Novi’s Kotoko Blair, Emily Lowman, Laurel Wasiniak and Emily Roden with
courtesy of shel-by devriendt photography coaches Robert Jenrow and Mark Winter, courtesy of breton blair

Seniors
Continued from Page IB

Karen Austin, Birmingham Groves

The Buffalo swimming signee was 
the state runner-up in the 500-yard 
freestyle with a time of 4 minutes, 56.20 
seconds. She also placed sixth in the 
200 individual medley (2:06.46) and 
helped a pair of relay teams place in the 
top eight during the state champion­
ship.

Jane Wineman,
Birmingham Seaholm

Helping the Maples become the state 
runner-ups in tennis, she teamed up 
with junior Tatum Hirsch to win a state 
title in No. 3 doubles. The pair topped 
Grand Rapids Forst Hills Northern’s 
Tanishka Shenoy and Maya Echtinaw in 
the finals (6-2, 6-3).

Drew Martin, Bloomfield Hills

The Western Michigan signee was 
the heart and soul of the Black Hawks’ 
state championship girls soccer squad. 
Not only was she an MHSSCA All-State 
first-teamer but she also made the 
Dream Team thanks to her 14 goals and 
10 assists as well as her knack for show­
ing up in a big way in important games.

Isabelle Burg, Bloomfield Hills 
Academy of the Sacred Heart

Not only was she co-valedictorian as 
a senior but she also returned to the No. 1 
singles state championship in tennis. 
This year she was the state runner-up 
after losing to University Liggett’s Mad- 
dy Zampardo in the finals (6-1, 6-0).

Charlotte Brown,
Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook

The Cranes won their 17th state 
championship in tennis, including their 
first since 2015, after getting help from 
Brown, who repeated as an individual 
champion in No. 2 singles. She defeated 
Chelsea’s Anne-Marie Begola in the fi­
nals (6-0, 6-1).

Ava Brizard,
Bloomfield Hills Marian

The NC State signee won all the 
awards you could win. She was Miss 
Volleyball. She was the Michigan Gato- 
rade Player of the Year. And she was key 
in helping the Mustangs repeat as state 
champions.

Scarlett Shaya,
Bloomfield Hills Roeper

She was All-MIAC first-team in vol­
leyball but probably her most impres­
sive feat was returning from injury dur­
ing the girls basketball playoffs and 
scoring a career-high 25 points to go 
with 10 rebounds in a 60-22 win against 
Frankel Jewish Academy, earning the 
Roughriders a trip to the district cham­
pionship.

Kelsey Nader, Canton

The Northwestern signee was an 
MHSSCA all-state first-teamer, made 
an appearance in the MHSSCA all-star 
game and was a member of the 2019 
Chiefs’ squad that made it to the state 
quarterfinal.

Lana Haddad, Detroit Country Day

The No. 1 doubles tennis player won 
her second career individual state 
championship for the Yellowjackets. 
This past spring she teamed up with 
sophomore Peja Liles to beat Cran- 
brook’s Chloe Qin and Gaby Levine in

Plymouth High School’s Bridget 
Boczar. courtesy of kevin niemiec

Online
Voting runs online at 
HometownLife.com, ending 10 p.m. 
Thursday, July 28. You may vote as 
many times as you wish, but please 
note that only one vote cast per person 
every 3 hours actually counts in the 
final tally.

the finals (7-6, 6-2). In 2019, Haddad 
joined Ruhe Wayak in beating Cran- 
brook’s Rose Feinbloom and Simrin 
Nagaraju for a state title in No. 2 doubles 
(6-2, 6-0).

Madilyn Beckwith, Farmington

The shortstop and outfielder was one 
of just four female Falcons to sign to play 
college sports this past school year. 
She’ll be joining Madonna University af­
ter being one of the top softball players 
in Oakland County.

Kendall Spivey,
Farmington Hills Mercy

The Villanova signee was the lone 
senior on a young Marlins’ softball team 
that captured Catholic League, district 
and regional championships. Their run 
ended in the quarterfinal against even­
tual state champion Allen Park.

Jurnee Kennedy, Garden City

The track and field sprinter is one of 
the fastest in school history. She record­
ed the fourth-best 100- (13.11 seconds) 
and 200-meter (27.13) sprints and was 
also on two relays that were among the 
best in Cougars’ history. She’s also on 
the record board in the discus and shot 
put.

Abby Lueck, Livonia Churchill

Not only was she a state finals quali­
fier in the pole vault in track and field 
but she was an MHSAA Scholar-Athlete 
Award finalist and she also helped the 
Livonia Red gymnastics program go un­
defeated in the regular season, win the 
KLAA and qualify for the state finals.

Kendra Pearson,
Livonia Clarenceville

Not only was she an All-MIAC first- 
team selection in girls soccer but she 
was also all-league in competitive 
cheer. That included her being named 
the league’s MVP.

Kalin Bates, Livonia Franklin

She’s headed to Madonna University 
for both basketball and track and field 
because she was the top Patriot on the 
hardwood and a state finals qualifier 
with a pair of spikes on. It’s no wonder 
she was named the Female Athlete of 
the Year by Franklin’s athletic depart­
ment.

McKenzie Siroky,
Livonia Stevenson

Not only did she win an individual 
girls swimming state championship in 
the 100 breaststroke (1:00.85) but she 
also became the first girl ever to score a 
goal for Livonia Stevenson’s boys hock­
ey team.

Caroline McGuire,
Lutheran Westland

The school’s valedictorian was also 
the top player on the hardwood, as the 
center was an All-MIAC-Red first-team­
er and an honorable mention on Home­
town Life’s All-Area team.

Taylor Mitchell, Milford

The outfielder was a second-team 
all-state selection and also earned a 
spot to play in the MHSSCA all-star 
game.

Kayla Shuk, North Farmington

The Aquinas women’s soccer signee 
was an All-OAA selection and appeared 
on Hometown Life’s All-Area team.

Megha Vallabhanen, Northville

Her individual third-place finish at 
the state finals was impressive, as she 
shot rounds of 75 and 71 for a two-day 
146, finishing behind only the Boczar 
twins from Plymouth. But what was 
more impressive was her effort pushed 
the Mustangs to the team state title for a 
fourth-straight year.

Kotoko Blair, Novi

The Northeastern signee placed fifth 
in a pair of events in the swimming and 
diving state final, including setting a 
school record in the 100-yard freestyle 
(51.50).

Bridget Boczar, Plymouth

The Oakland University signee was

an individual state champion in golf and 
captured Michigan’s Miss Golf honor in 
the process. She, as well as her sister, 
Grace, helped the Wildcats place second 
at the state finals.

Anna Fernandez,
Plymouth Christian Academy

The Wheaton College (Illinois) signee 
was the heart and soul of the Eagles’ 
state runner-up squad. She totaled 1,418 
points career points en route to being 
named Hometown Life’s Player of the 
Year. What’s more, she was also a role 
player on a girls soccer team that won a 
district championship.

Alaya Moss, Bedford Thurston

She was one of the most consistent 
scorers for the track and field team, and 
she left with her name on the program’s 
all-time leaderboard six times.

Diamond Daniels, Bedford Union

The track and field star will go down 
as one of the best in Panthers’ history. 
She graduated featured 10 times on the 
all-time leaderboard. That includes her 
recording the fourth-best time in the 
200-meter dash (27.95 seconds) and 
fourth-best effort in the long jump (12 
feet, 10 inches) this past spring alone.

Asia Cochran,
Bedford Westfield Prep

The guard was a 1,000-point career 
scorer and is signed with Elizabeth City 
State University in North Carolina.

Ava Holloway, Salem

Despite playing in arguably the best 
conference in Michigan, the fourth-year 
goalkeeper recorded seven shutouts en 
route to earning MHSSCA All-State 
honorable mention honors, the second- 
straight year she was an all-state soccer 
player.

See SENIORS, Page 3B
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Seniors
Continued from Page 2B

Kailyn Garrett, South Lyon

Not only did the Albion College sig- 
nee become her school’s first-ever girls 
wrestler to win an MHSAA-sanctioned 
state championship but she was also 
one of the first-ever girls to win a state 
title in the girls’ ranks. Period. This was 
the first year the girls were allowed to 
wrestle alongside the boys at Ford Field.

Emma Pompo, South Lyon East

The Cleveland State signee pushed 
her girls soccer team to a repeat appear­
ance in the regional pnals, plus she 
helped the Cougars win the Lakes Valley 
Conference for the first time. What’s 
more, she qualified for the state finals in 
track and field during the same season 
as well.

Davai Matthews, Wayne Memorial

The Long Beach State (California) 
signee was the go-to leader on this 
year’s final four team. She averaged 18.1 
points and 12.3 rebounds en route to 
first-team honors on Hometown Life’s 
All-Area team. She made three trips to 
the Breslin Center while playing for the 
Zebras.

Alyssa Lemke, Westland 
Huron Valley Lutheran

The three-sport star made it a clean 
sweep in her final season with the War­
riors, as she was first-team All-MIAC in 
volleyball, basketball and track and 
field.

Paige Thaxton,
Westland John Glenn

The Michigan Academy of Gymnas­
tics star was a national finisher on the 
beam and a national champion in the 
uneven bars. She is signed with the Uni­
versity of Michigan.

White Lake Lakeland’s Molly Libby.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Molly Libby, White Lake Lakeland

Not only was she an all-state guard 
on the basketball team but she was also 
named her school’s Female Athlete of 
the Year.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports for Hometown Life.

Birmingham Groves’ Kaitlyn Sanders dribbles during the Derrick Coleman Elite 
showcase June 15 against Detroit Mumford.brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Guard
Continued from Page 1B

And she missed four league games, 
which was just an unreal feat for the al­
most 6-foot guard.

“What we noticed when she wasn’t 
on the floor is we lost our team compo­
sure,” second-year coach Alison Hidey 
said following a Derrick Coleman Elite 
Summer League game in June. “I don’t 
think our team realized how much com­
posure she brought to our offense until 
she was gone. She was the glue. When 
she wasn’t here, we looked more fraz­
zled, and it was no secret that we were 
struggling to score. We were minus 15, 
20 points on average when she wasn’t 
there. When she came back, we, as a 
whole, played more composed and 
looked a lot more comfortable. I would 
say that’s what is special about her, of­
fensively.”

Sanders actually played the first 
month of the season with mono before 
she realized she even had the infection.

She said it didn’t hamper her play on 
the court, but it impacted her every­
where else off of it.

She’d return home from school, take 
a nap before her games, go and play and 
then return home and head straight 
back to her bed. It wasn’t until winter 
break that she was diagnosed with the 
condition.

“I lost a lot of weight and a lot of en­
durance,” Sanders said. “It was definite­
ly hard because I was isolated over win­
ter break when there was big tourna­
ment play for our school. Not only could 
I not be out there but I couldn’t even go 
for a run because my spleen was swol­
len, and I was just in fear of getting it 
hurt.”

Sanders spent weeks laying in bed. 
She’d watch Grove’s games on HUDL 
and review the film to pass the time. 
That’s something she has been used to 
doing because this wasn’t the first time 
she’s missed time throughout her three

years on varsity. She’s had concussions, 
ankle tears, turf toe and ear infections, 
among other ailments, before.

When her mom wasn’t watching,

she’d lift small free weights, but she 
realized it wasn’t the smartest idea to 
work out while battling mono.

Groves lost four straight in January

while she was gone. When she returned, 
they won three of their next four games.

The night she returned, during a 62- 
25 loss to Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 
on Jan. 25, she played only 8 minutes as 
Hidey wanted to ease her star point 
guard back into the action. And Sanders 
still led the team in scoring.

“Teenagers always amaze me,” Hidey 
said. “Everyone I know who has had 
mono is out for 6 months. When she re­
covered, she recovered. She played 8 
minutes, it wasn’t a full game and by the 
next game, she was ready to go.”

Sanders said competing during the 
track and field season has helped her 
build up her endurance again. But she 
admits that she still gets winded while 
battling the infection.

While that limits her play at times, 
she still uses her skill set to be one of the 
best players on the floor. And that also 
includes using her height at the posi­
tion. She can see the entire floor and 
make passes to get out of traps and 
pressure defenses when she brings up 
the ball.

She has a smooth shooting motion 
and can also get to the rim with her drib­
ble.

If she can stay healthy this winter, 
Hidey expects Groves to compete for 
second place in the OAA-Red. Obvious­
ly, even Hidey knows West Bloomfield is 
still a notch-above most teams in Michi­
gan. But the Falcons, 10-11 overall in 
2021-22, graduated just two players and 
finally have some cohesion with Hidey 
back for a second year.

Sanders is excited about what should 
be a stellar senior year.

“My goal is mainly to get stronger and 
get healthier,” Sanders said. “I don’t 
want to have to be out sick or injured 
again. I haven’t had a high school season 
where I haven’t had one or the other. I 
just definitely want to get out there and 
give it my all.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (a)folsom- 
brandonj.

Pitcher
Continued from Page IB

“one of the better high school teams I’ve 
seen in the past couple of years.”

He touted Porter’s off-speed pitches, 
saying his changeup is elite, his slider is 
very good and that his fastball, usually 
94-97 mph but can get up to 100, makes 
it possible he has “three plus pitches”.

With so much talent, why did Porter 
fall so far?

“I don’t want to get into the specifics 
of that,” Fagg said on why he believes 
Porter was still available. “We’re just 
fortunate we had an opportunity to pick 
him. In the draft, sometimes you get for­
tunate with certain players and we feel 
very fortunate to be able to have Brock 
Porter.”

Secondly, do the Rangerstruly be­
lieve theywill be able to sign him and 
keep him away from Clemson, where 
he’s already enrolled in school?

“We intend to sign everyone we draft­
ed,” Young said.

The slot value of Porter’s pick is

around $560,000, though the expecta­
tion is for Texas to land him it will need 
to pay the reigning Gatorade National 
Baseball Player of the Year between 
$3.5-4 million.

The majority of that difference could 
come from the money they’ve reported­
ly saved on the Rocker deal — inking him 
for around $5.2 million, when his slot 
value is $7,587,000 — though the club 
said they could not comment on that on 
Monday.

However they did say, landing Porter 
in the fourth was not the “plan” and the 
acquisition of Rocker had nothing to do 
with Porter.

Fagg even said earlier this week he 
didn’t believe it would be possible to get 
both.

But they’re glad they did.
“When I went to bed it was a restless 

nights sleep for me, knowing he was 
there and may be available but we’d 
have a lot of picks we needed to pass be­
fore we had the opportunity,” Young 
said. “But in the end, we had a chance to 
draft a player, we’re very excited and 
we’re looking forward to welcoming 
Brock to the Rangers organization.”

Orchard Lake 
St. Mary's 
pitcher Brock 
Porter throws 
to first base in 
a pickoff 
attempt 
against New 
Boston Huron. 
The Texas 
Rangers 
selected 
Porter in the 
fourth round 
of the 
MLB Draft 
this week.
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Record-setting Hartland star 
named Female Athlete of the Year

Hartland’s Emmy Sargeant became the first Livingston County girl to break 57 seconds in the 400-meter run in 2022.
DAN ZEPPA/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

Bill Khan Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

How great an athlete is Emmy Sar­
geant of Hartland?

Great, enough to be chosen Living­
ston County Female Athlete of the Year 
based on her performances in her sec­
ond- and third-best sports.

Sargeant is heading to Michigan 
State University on a soccer scholar­
ship, but that sport wasn’t factored in 
when determining the award because 
she didn’t play it at the high school level.

She did represent the Eagles in track 
and field, where she set five school rec­
ords during her career and made all- 
state as a senior, and on the basketball 
court, where she was a lock-down de­
fender for a team that reached the state 
championship game for the first time in 
school history.

Sargeant competed at a high level for 
those Hartland teams while occasional­
ly missing time playing soccer for the 
Michigan Jaguars, an elite club based in 
Novi.

“It was definitely challenging, mostly 
for basketball season, because basket­
ball is more of a team sport,’’ Sargeant 
said. “You have to be at the practices. I 
definitely had to make a sacrifice during 
basketball season.

“We weren’t playing as many games 
for soccer. I would miss a lot of (soccer) 
practices I had to make up when basket­
ball season was over.

“I’m very glad I did it. I wouldn’t have 
had as many great experiences as I did if 
I didn’t take time off from soccer to play 
basketball. Track, since it’s more of an 
individual sport and because I wasn’t on 
any of the relays, I wasn’t at certain 
practices. The coaches were really un­
derstanding.”

Basketball coach Don Palmer and 
track coach Matt Gutteridge each said 
Sargeant was great about communicat­
ing well in advance when she would 
have a conflict with soccer. She missed 
three basketball games and some lesser 
track meets.

“When I knew she was gonna miss, 
we could plan around it,” Palmer said. 
“She was always up front and told me 
when she was going to miss way ahead 
of time, but there were repercussions. It 
worked out. We knew we weren’t going 
to get her as much as we wanted, but we 
wanted her in the program. This year, it 
really paid off.”

Sargeant was called up to the varsity 
basketball team late in her freshman 
year, but she played sparingly because 
there was a logjam of players in the 
Class of 2022 ahead of her. That 
changed midway through her senior

season when Palmer put her in the 
starting lineup primarily as a defensive 
stopper.

Her first big assignment was to 
hound Howell senior Maeve St. John, 
the county’s Player of the Year for girls 
basketball.

“She’s quietly intense,” Palmer said. 
“I remember we threw her at Maeve. In 
the locker room, I said, ‘Listen, she’s go­
ing to make you look silly a few times. 
She’s gonna beat you. She’s gonna do 
this and that.’ Rob Sharpe, one of the as­
sistants, was observing the talk. He 
said, T could tell in her expression wh°n 
you were talking to her she was think­
ing, no, no, no; nobody’s making a fool 
out of me.’”

Sargeant went out and scored a ca­
reer-high 14 points that night while 
holding St. John to 13 points in a 48-36 
victory. She didn’t come out of the start­
ing lineup, helping transform Hartland 
from “a very good team to a team that 
could make the next step,” Palmer said.

Spending most of her basketball ca­
reer in a backup role wasn’t something 
to which Sargeant was accustomed as a

star athlete in her other sports.
“I really feel the years before taught 

me how to be more of a team player, 
which will help me in the future,” she 
said. “The team was so good and it was 
such a great environment that it wasn’t 
something I was upset about. It made it 
more of an experience when Palmer fi­
nally gave me a chance to play.

“It was great, because I knew I wasn’t 
going to be a big scorer. It’s not some­
thing I work on like the other girls work 
on year-round. The fact I could make an 
impact on the other end of the ball be­
cause of my athleticism was really 
great.”

Hartland lost 51-42 to West Bloom­
field in the state championship game, 
but finishing her basketball career on 
the Breslin Center court was special.

“One of the soccer coaches even 
came to watch,” Sargeant said. “It was 
very cool to be able to go there and play. 
Just making it there was one of the best 
experiences of my life. To do that with 
all my friends, I won’t ever forget it.”

Two days following the loss to West 
Bloomfield, Sargeant was on the track to

begin training for her spring sport.
Sargeant was great throughout the 

spring, but had two particularly amaz­
ing days.

On May 7, she set school records in 
the 200-meter dash in 25.24 seconds 
and the 400 in 57.37 at the New Balance 
Invitational. She also ran the second- 
fastest 100 in school history (12.60).

Six days later, she won the 100, 200 
and 400 in the Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association meet.

In the state meet, she became the 
first girl in Livingston County history to 
break 57 seconds in the 400 with her 
fifth-place time of 56.76. The top eight 
finishers made all-state.

She finished her career with five 
school records, matching Lindsey 
Strutz for the most in Hartland history.

“I just love competing,” Sargeant 
said. “Ifs something I really enjoy do­
ing, just the feeling of racing people and 
being able to place in the top two or 
something like that. That’s why I stuck 
with it. I’m very competitive. I just like 
how it helped me for soccer to be more 
fit and to get faster.”
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Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly: 

For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203506?mt=8

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen. 
Click the APRS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

hometownlife
HOME NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS LIFE “ ENTERTAINMENT OPINION V U

The browser will bring you to youi 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.goog le.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett.lobaLlibrary.news.hometown life



FIND THE WORDS 1 Tasmanian holiday
This is a theme puzzle yvith the 
subject stated at right. Find the A E
listed words in the grid. They may H Lrun in an'y direction but always in a
straight I ine. Some letters are used T Ymore than once. Ring each word as 
you find it afnd when you have
completed the puzzle, there will be E T
16 letters left over. They spell out A Sthe alternative theme of tlhe puzzle.
Caustralianwordgames.com.au G F
Apsley Gretna Oaks Snug
Art gallery Guide Orford South L F
Auburn Heat Ouse Surf
Bass Heka Peak Targa E 1

Highway Hythe Pines Trek K LBell Bay Lakes Rail Views
Boyer Lifestyle Reefs Walk V 1
Climb Linda Risks Waterfront
Cluan Merton Rivers Wild L L
Eagle MONA Ross Yachts

DEchidna Nala Rugged C
Fauna Neika Safe
Gray Nile Sharks L 1
TODAY’S ANSWER R 0
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KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 though 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single:box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: SILVER

TODAY’S ANSWER

L I £ 6 P 9 Z 9 8
Z 9 9 8 L £ \ P 6
6 P 8 l Z 9 9 £ L
V £ Z 9 8 L 6 9 1
l 8 L P 9 6 £ Z 9
9 9 6 Z £ I L 8 P
8 L I £ 9 Z P 6 9
9 Z P L 6 8 9 I £
£ 6 9 9 I P 8 L Z

2 7 8
3 1 8 7

2 1 7
8 9 5

6 9 4 1
5 9 3
3 5 1

3 8 6 2
3 1 7

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Diva 

designation
11 Angular field
15 Closed-shop 

indicator
16 Woe-begone 

words
17 Foldable food
18 Badly in need of 

a wash
19 Deferral
20 Hanks’ boss in 

Bridge of Spies
21 They’ve sold 

for millions at 
Tokyo auctions

22 Crack
23 Space-opera 

stunners
25 Much-consumed 

juice
29 Essence of a 

Bard’s curse
30 Wasn’t playing
31 It’s in tanks a lot
32 Depreciate
34 Step lively
35 Dramatic device
37 _.com (Pelican

State news 
source)

38 Drying out, 
perhaps

40 No longer 
sharp

41 Be unsatisfying?
42 Dash
43 With sharpness
45 Just beginning
47 Blubber
48 Ecumenical 

elevation
49 Streaming, say
51 After-dinner

convenience
55 Impactful 

interjection
56 Got nowhere

58 _item
59 Save a show, 

in the 70s
60 Panama pronoun
61 Absents oneself

DOWN
1 Holds gently
2 Taking care of 

business
3 2014 guest on 

a Cher tour, 
singing with 
Cyndi

4 Mudlike
5 Chain letters
6 Region-abutting 

Switzerland and 
Germany

7 With superior 
reach

8 Liquidation.com 
rival

9 Went over

10 Cream__
11 Cheerio, 

essentially
12 Bit associated 

with Elvis
13 Concurrently
14 Has a squeeze
21 One taking a 

stand
22 With 24 Down, 

belt feature
24 See 22 Down
25 Ready to go
26 Loser of 1781
27 Evincing one’s 

annoyance
28 Precursor to one 

taking a stand
32 Crisper, for 

instance
33 It may be beside 

a washer
35 Example 

overture

36 Redundant 
reckoning

39 Ceaselessly
40 Whirlpool 

locale
43 Beneficiary of 

the rickrolling 
meme

44 Bed linen
46 A little relief
50 County with 

radio station 
KVYN

51 Chisholm Trail 
city

52 “Ditto”
53 Cheer (up)
54 Drainage 

development
56 “Science. 

Technology. 
Performance.” 
sloganeer

57 Apathetic

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2022 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM 7/23/22
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com
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All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
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POWERED BY

ZipRecruiter*
Your online employment marketplace.

jobs.lansingstatejournal.com

844.588.9440

MichiganJobs@gannett.com

Labor Market Extends Its 
Record-Setting Heat Streak

ZipRecruiter.com

The labor market conditions Fed 
Chair Jerome Powell has described 
as “extremely, historically” tight and 
“unsustainably hot” persisted in May, 
according to the May JOLTS report 
released today by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.

We have now had 6 straight months 
of more than 11 million job openings 
and 12 straight months of more than 
4 million people voluntarily quitting 
their jobs—a sign of high job seeker 
confidence signaling continued up­
ward pressure on wages and likely 
future increases in labor force partic­
ipation.

There were 11.3 million job open­
ings—61% more than before Covid, 
and almost twice as many as the 
number of unemployed job seekers. 
And 4.3 million workers quit their 
jobs. Those numbers are near their 
all-time record highs.

Meanwhile, layoff's and discharges 
remained historically low at 1.4 mil­
lion, well below the pre-Covid average 
of 1.9 million—an indication that em­
ployers are hanging onto the workers 
they have in a tight labor market where 
replacing them is unusually costly. Job 
openings/quits figures from the April 
report were revised upwards.

Here are the key takeaways from 
the report:

JOBS ZipRecruiter'

Small business demand for work­
ers remains intense, with job open­
ings reaching an all-time record 
high.

• At 1.8 million, job openings are at 
a record high in small businesses with 
fewer than 10 employees. According 
to NFIB’s small business jobs report, 
labor shortages continue to be a chal­
lenge with 51% of small businesses 
reporting job openings they could not 
fill in May, near the 48-year record 
high set in September. 92% of those 
owners hiring or trying to hire report­
ed few or no qualified applicants for 
the positions they were trying to fill. 
Overall, two in three small business­
es reported hiring or trying to hire in 
May, up eight points from April. So 
small business demand for labor 
is showing no signs of cooling.

There is no evidence of mass 
layoffs in tech, but labor 
market conditions in the 
tech sector do appear to be 
cooling slightly.

• The job openings rate 
in the information sector 
slowed in May to 7.4% from 
8.4% in April, and the hires 
rate declined slightly to 3.4% 
from 3.5%. The layoff rate has 
been picking up for the last 3 
months (0.8% in March, 0.9% in

April, 1.0% in May), however it is still 
lower than the 2021 average of 1.1%.

The rapid increase in mortgage 
rates is dampening worker confi­
dence in real estate and financial 
services.

• Quits fell 41% in real estate and 
rental and leasing—a sign that work­
ers in that industry are

no longer confident that they'll be 
able to find a new job if they leave 
their current positions. Market con­
ditions have cooled very quickly, with 
large declines in home purchases and 
mortgage applications, as mortgage 
rates have risen faster than ever be­
fore. Layoffs also spiked 71% in fi­

nance and insurance as some 
firms in the indus­

try cut costs.

Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

fPI

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your sea 
jobs.usatoda

Accounting Clerk: Compute, classify, 
and record accounting data. Req'd. 
HS Diploma/GED. Mail resume to 
iobsite: Saya Sushi, 31823 Plymouth 
Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150

Community

Announce
announcements* events..

i Special Notices
Adult Day Care and Respite Provid­
ers Needed. MORC Home Care is re­
questing proposals from adult day 
care and respite providers in South­
east Michigan to expand its delivery 
network. Please call by August 12, 
2022 for more information and a copy 
of the RFP. (248) 770-6819

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

Agricultural/Farming Services

OWN TILLABLE AND TIMBER 
LAND? Earn $3000-$5(000 every 
year. #1 Hunting Lease 
Company in America. Upfront 
payments from hunters. Base 
Camp Leasing | (888) 871-1982

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE Leaffilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-495-1709

SELL YOUR CAR 
FIND A HOME 

GET A JOB 
ADOPT A PET 
BUY A BOAT 

FIND A TREASURE
Get started at

jobs.usatoday.com Check out the classified ads everyday.
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