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Tough choice: Our picks for 
All-Area girls soccer team
SPORTS, IB

SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022 | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

A bee crawls on a lavender plant on Terry and Windy Mack’s farm, Belle Lavende, on July 1 in Stockbridge.
NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Roundup: 
Businesses 
that opened 
or closed 
across area
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It’s a busy time for exploring. That 
includes finding a new favorite place to 
eat or shop.

A whole host of businesses opened 
and closed their doors in recent weeks 
across Detroit’s western suburbs. 
Here’s a look at several in the area.

Are we missing one? We certainly 
try to catch as many openings and 
closings as possible, but it can be 
tough. If there’s a shop worth listing in 
a future update, feel free to send us an 
email and we’ll consider it for a future 
roundup.

Farmington

There’s been a flurry of activity in 
the little community, and it’s not just 
because of the current streetscape 
project thaf s closed roads downtown.

The biggest news is the potential 
closure of the longtime Farmington 
bakery, Sunflour Bakehaus. The shop

See ROUNDUP, Page 2A

Suburban couple becomes 
Michigan lavender farmers

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

The Mack family was taken aback recently when try­
ing to drop off some recycling.

The Livonia residents were turned down, being told 
the center was only for city residents. The reason? Their 
license plate was a farm license plate, prompting the em­
ployee to believe they did not live in the Wayne County 
community.

“We have a farm license plate, and he was taking a 
whole bunch of cardboard from the store,” said Windy 
Mack of her husband, Terry. “We went to recycle it and 
(the employee) is like, ‘You have to be a Livonia resident.’ ”

An unusual situation indeed, but it’s true: the subur­
ban residents have become farmers, a rarity among their 
neighbors.

After Terry Mack was laid off from his engineering job 
at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the two began 
looking for a new way of life.

A Traverse City vacation with a bustling farmers 
market across the street from their hotel led them to 
a host of fresh options and sprouted a new business 
venture.

See UPROOTED, Page 6A

Terry Mack points out some of the Michigan- 
raised lavender products his Plymouth shop 
Sells. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNUFE.COM

Metro Detroit 
homes for sale 
rise in price
Mike Stucka and Sean Lahman
USA TODAY NETWORK

A typical Wayne County home list­
ed for $159,900 in June, up 12.2% from 
the previous month’s $142,500, an 
analysis of data from Realtor.com 
shows.

The median list home price in June 
was down about 9.4% from June 2021. 
Wayne County’s median home was 
1,273 square feet for a listed price of 
$129 per square foot.

The Wayne County market was 
busy, with a median 30 days on mar­
ket. A month earlier, homes had a me­
dian 29 days on market. The market 
added 2,536 new home listings in 
June, compared with the 2,440 added 
in June 2021. The market ended the 
month with some 3,219 listings of 
homes for sale.

See HOMES, Page SA
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Roundup
Continued from Page 1A

— in operation since 1936 — could close 
later this month after its owners, Becky 
Burns and Jeff Pavlik, decided to move 
onto different ventures. Without a new 
owner, the bakery will close its doors, 
though Burns said she was hopeful a 
buyer could be found.

Two new places to grab something to 
eat did open in the Farmington commu­
nity in recent weeks: The Big Salad 
opened its doors at 23342 Farmington, 
offering a variety of salads, soups and 
sandwiches. The restaurant joins sever­
al other Big Salad restaurants in Michi­
gan, including in Ann Arbor, Grosse 
Pointe and Charlotte.

For more comfort food, head north­
west on Grand River to the former Pan- 
era Bread location, where the Farming- 
ton Grill has taken over. The diner 
serves up fare one would expect in a co­
ney island, including sandwiches, en­
trees and coney dogs. The restaurant is 
open for breakfast, lunch and dinner at 
34635 Grand River.

Westland

Grab your beloved golden retriever 
and head to Westland’s newest pet sup­
plies shop.

Premier Pet Supplies finally opened 
in the shopping center at the southwest 
comer of Merriman and Cherry Hill in 
the city. It brings another pet supplies 
shop to the comer after Pet Valu closed 
its doors at the end of 2020.

Inside, customers can find every­
thing they need for their dog, cat, bird 
and more. Food, toys and other items 
are available.

Wayne

Wingstop has arrived in the city, 
opening a new restaurant at 35165 E. 
Michigan Ave.

The restaurant, known for its wings, 
fries and tenders, occupies the plaza at 
the intersection of Wayne Road and is 
open seven days a week.

Milford

It could be called a comeback of sorts 
for Chef Tom Lin.

Lin has returned to Milford, where he 
first opened Lei Ting more than 20 years 
ago. He’s come back to the space, trans­
forming it into Lei Ting’s Blue Pearl, an 
upscale Asian fusion restaurant serving 
many classic favorites and some new 
twists.

Sporting a new look and bar, the res­
taurant opened in its longtime home in 
the Mill Valley Center on the northwest 
comer of Main Street and Commerce.

Sunflour Bakehaus co-owner Becky Burns carries a tray of Swedish Limpa bread. Along with co-owner Jeff Pavlik, Burns 
has decided to sell the Farmington shop, which has been in operation since 1936. photos by david veselenak/hometownlife.com

The Chili’s at Eight Mile and Haggerty in Novi has closed its doors for good.

Ashley Furniture recently opened a 
showroom in Novi.

Jason Mitchell pours a drink at Distillery, a new tasting room in Livonia.

Novi

If hungry diners want their baby back 
(baby back baby back), they’ll have to 
head outside of Novi to do it.

That’s because the Chili’s on the cor­
ner of Eight Mile and Haggerty has per­
manently closed its doors, according to 
a sign posted on its door.

Other Chili’s operate in Livonia and 
Canton Township in the nearby area.

A new place to pick up furniture has 
joined the West Oaks shopping center 
these days. Ashley Furniture, 43620 W. 
Oaks, has opened in the storefront that 
previously held Value City Furniture, 
which relocated itself to the former Art 
Van building closer to Novi Road.

Livonia

BBS Distilleries wants to transform
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parts of eastern Livonia into a destina­
tion. It has done a small part, adding a 
new tasting room for its distilled spirits.

Located in a former Subway restau­
rant, the tasting room serves up simple 
bar food to accompany the moonshine 
and other distilled drinks made by the 
Livonia company, which has been in op­
eration for several years.

Perhaps before grabbing a drink, 
gentleman, head to a specialized shop 
for a manicure and pedicure just for you. 
Just for Hym opened earlier this spring 
in the shopping center at Five Mile and 
Harrison, specializing in men’s care ser­
vices.

Bloomfield Township

A pop-up designed to feed Detroit- 
style pizza to hungry mouths in Bloom­
field Township has run its course and 
closed down.

Como’s opened in early 2021 inside 
the Maple Art Theater as a way to bring 
the Femdale-based restaurant’s food to 
more people. It closed its shop in late 
June.

Northville Township

The development at Five Mile and 
Beck continues to grow, and with it 
comes a new place to grab brunch.

First Watch, a Florida-based restau­
rant chain serving breakfast and lunch, 
opened on the northwest corner of the 
intersection with Plymouth Township. 
The shop serves up classics as well as 
newer breakfast dishes, as well as a host 
of lunch options. It’s open from 7 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. daily.

Canton

A new, local place to grab a drink has 
emerged in Canton.

Local North Taphouse and Grill 
opened its doors earlier this year at 
44282 Warren. The restaurant serves 
lunch and dinner, including appetizers, 
entrees, burgers and more. It also offers 
a Sunday brunch, according to its web­
site.

4*/ k

More information, including a menu, 
can be found at localnorthtaphouse- 
grill.com.

Plymouth Township

A mainstay shop of downtown Ply­
mouth has relocated to Plymouth Town­
ship.

% %j ^

Sunny J’s, a shop selling bras, linge­
rie and swimwear, recently moved to a 
larger space at 521 Ann Arbor Road. The 
move doubled the store’s space and al­
lowed it to add two fitting rooms as well.

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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Make brunch plans at 
Northville Township’s 
newest breakfast spot

Mo Smith serves several of First Watch’s juices.

Vanessa Hertenstein, director of operations for several First Watch restaurants, 
walks through the new dining room at Five Mile and Beck in Northville Township.
PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It’s been a tough few years for the 
brunch-loving crowd.

With the COVID-19 pandemic affect­
ing restaurants and only allowing take­
out for several months at a time, those 
craving a morning out with a Bloody 
Mary and some avocado toast had to 
recreate the experience at home.

But with restrictions lifted, brunch is 
back. And a new restaurant in North­
ville Township hopes to bring the break­
fast gatherings with them.

First Watch recently opened its most 
recent metro Detroit location at 15311 
Beck on the corner of Five Mile on the 
border with Plymouth Township. With 
it’s opening brings many of the same fla­
vors regular First Watch customers can 
expect.

The opening has had plenty of antici­
pation, so much so that customers kept 
coming to the doors before they were 
opened.

“We had a slight delay in opening, so 
a lot of folks would come... and think we 
were open and we weren’t quite there 
yet,” Vanessa Hertenstein, director of 
operations for several Michigan First 
Watch restaurants, said.

The restaurant is the most recent the 
Florida-based restaurant group has 
opened in Michigan since 2018. Others 
include locations in Livonia and Canton 
Township, which opened in the summer 
of 2020. Hertenstein said the company 
halted openings of new Michigan res­
taurants in 2021 due to the pandemic, 
with Northville Township being one of 
the first to open since that pause.

The opening saw some changes from 
other First Watch restaurants in the 
area. The restaurant added a separate 
door and pickup area for carryout 
meals. The booths in the restaurant also 
have separating walls that are a little 
taller and have some additional aesthet­
ic touches to them to match the theme of 
the restaurant.

A plate of Farm Stand Breakfast Tacos.

The Pesto Chicken Quinoa Bowl.

The inside of First Watch in Northville 
Township.

“This one is a little bit different be­
cause we have the booths, which are a 
little bit different than the rest,” she 
said. “During the pandemic, we put up 
safety dividers that were just wood. And 
we decided to do these really pretty 
glass (dividers with chicken wire)... it’s 
really, really neat.”

As for the menu, it’s the same that 
can be found at any other First Watch in 
the area. The restaurant focuses on

breakfast and lunch, opening at 7 a.m. 
and closing at 2:30 p.m. daily. It serves a 
variety of dishes, from hashes to break­
fast tacos to omelets to pancakes.

There’s also a bar that will serve up 
several cocktails, including mimosas 
and Bloody Mary’s. The restaurant is 
still waiting on the final licensing for the 
bar, Hertenstein said, which should 
come around Independence Day.

Hertenstein said more First Watch

restaurants are expected in the near fu­
ture, including others in Novi and Ann 
Arbor. She said the company hopes to 
expand 2,000 restaurants across the 
country, and sees Michigan as a major 
destination for opening.

“Michigan is a big spot for that,” she 
said. “The communities have just been 
so welcoming here. I think we just bring 
a different type of brunch.”

dveselenak@hometownlife. com

v/

i * i
g ’Does not include cost ot material, txpires 7/31/2022

SAY GOOD-BYE ^
TO YOUR OLD "
GUTTER PROBLEMS

• LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to 
clog or well clean it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps 
out leaves, pine needles and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a 
ladder to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system 
not a flimsy attachment FINANCING AVAILABLE THIS MONTH ONLY

Call your authorized 
LeafGuard® location today 
for a FREE estimate and 
in-home demonstration.

LeafGuard^
Get it And forget if.®

% %

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

248.372.9939
‘GUARANTEED NOT TO CLOG FOR AS LONG AS YOU OWN YOUR HOME OR WE WILL CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS FOR FREE.

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(9(313)241-9116
tOffer ends July 31,2022. Participating dealers only. Not available In AK: HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty. Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo. NY. 
$1,500 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and Is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined 
with any other advertised olfor. Contact local dealer tor financing details. Walk-In Bath Installed In as little as a day. tSubJect to credit 
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all Interest is waived If the purchase amount la paid before the expiration of the 
promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for QreenSky® consumar loan 
programs Is provided by federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362GreonSky® Program Is a program name for 
certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to bonowere tor the purchase of goods and/or services trom participating 
merchanta. Participating lenders are federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® Is a registered trademark of GreenSky, 
LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at 
participating dealers only.

LO-GCI000a394-03



What to do if
1 Money Matters

Rick Bloom 
™ Guest Columnist

Dear Rick:
I have a problem I hope you can help 

me with. I’ve been divorced for over 12 
years and at the time of my divorce as 
part of the settlement, my ex-husband 
had to pay off a student loan that I had.

Unfortunately, I just discovered that 
he never paid off the loan and, in fact, 
only made payments for two years. I re­
cently received a letter saying that I 
must pay the loan and interest, and, if 
not, they would bring an action against 
me in court. They offered me a payment 
plan which I cannot afford, and I don’t 
have the money to pay the loan, and I 
certainly don’t want to go to court.

My first question — can they sue me, 
or do they have to go after my ex-hus- 
band? My next question deals with

ex-spouse fails to pay off loan as agreed
bankruptcy. My friend told me that 
since I don’t have many assets, I should 
just file for bankruptcy. Is that an alter­
native for me? I’m not sure this is impor­
tant or not, but I did not qualify for a 
government student loan; I had to go 
through a private company.

Thank you, Kristen
Dear Kristen:
In answering your first question the 

answer is yes, they can sue you despite 
what your divorce settlement said. 
When you received the student loan, the 
contract was between you and the lend­
er. You did not have the right to assign 
the contract to others.

Therefore, from the lender’s stand­
point, you are the one who is responsi­
ble for the debt, and they can sue you. 
That being said, you would have a 
course of action against your ex-hus­
band. After all, he is still liable to you for 
that debt.

With regards to the bankruptcy, that 
probably is not going to work for you.

Student loans, even issued by private 
lenders, are very difficult to get dis­
charged in bankruptcy. If s not impos­
sible, but it is difficult. FYI, government 
student loans are not dischargeable in 
bankruptcy.

There is another issue that I think is 
important, and that is that it seems to 
me that the statute of limitations for the 
lender to sue you has passed. Typically, 
in Michigan the statute of limitation for 
private student loans is six years. The 
six years starts after the last payment 
was made.

Since it has been more than six years 
since the last payment was made, I be­
lieve if you are sued you can claim that 
the statute of limitations has run out 
and that the case should be dismissed. 
It will not surprise me if the lender 
knows the rules as well but is trying to 
strong-arm you.

My advice to you is to tell the lender 
that you know your rights and that the 
statute of limitations has run out. My

belief is that there’s a good chance that 
they may dismiss all collection actions 
against you. Of course, keep in mind 
that if they do end up writing the loan 
off, it could have a negative impact on 
your credit scores.

It is important to remember that if 
they end up bringing a lawsuit against 
you, that you answer that lawsuit. Even 
though the statute of limitations has 
run out, you still must assert that as a 
defense to the lawsuit. If you did not an­
swer the lawsuit, the judge could rule in 
favor of the lender by issuing a default 
judgement against you, which can 
cause you all sorts of issues. Therefore, 
if you do get sued, make sure you retain 
an attorney who can answer the lawsuit 
and hopefully get it dismissed.

Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad­

visor. His website is www.bloomadvi- 
sors.com. If you would like Rick to re­
spond to your questions, email rick@ 
bloomadvisors. com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Former Westland historical 
commissioner remembered

In 1983, Westland Mayor Charles 
Pickering appointed Virginia Braun to 
the Westland Historical Commission, 
where she served from 1983-2007. Vir­
ginia was also a member of the “Friends 
of the Museum” from its 1988 inception. 
Always willing to lend a hand wherever 
needed, Virginia served on countless 
committees within the Westland His­
torical Commission, including serving 
as chair of the Perrinsville School Resto­
ration Committee, where she oversaw 
the complete rehabilitation of the 1856 
schoolhouse.

A delegation from the Michigan His­
torical Commission said it was the best 
restored one-room schoolhouse that 
they had ever seen. The Perrinsville 
School hosted educational programs, 
public school classes that would visit for 
the day, and annual open houses, which 
Virginia coordinated.

When she retired from the Historical

Commission in 2007, Virginia was hon­
ored at a Westland City Council meeting 
with a beautifully-framed Certificate of 
Recognition signed by Mayor Bill Wild 
and a well-deserved standing ovation. 
Virginia was also honored with a special 
tribute from the State of Michigan, 
signed by then state Senator Glenn An­
derson, state Rep. Richard LeBlanc and 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm.

Virginia’s true passion was genealo­
gy. Her genealogical expertise allowed 
her to teach classes on the subject and 
give lectures at the Westland Historical 
Museum and at the Westland Public Li­
brary. Virginia made numerous trips 
over the years to the Mormon library in 
Salt Lake City and the genealogy library 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where she did 
exhaustive genealogical research.

Virginia had devoted one of the 
rooms in her house to genealogy. A room 
where the walls are adorned with certif­
icates of recognition from the City of 
Westland, the State of Michigan, her 
certificate from the Daughters of the
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American Revolution and framed pic­
tures of her ancestors. In her genealogy 
room there are file cabinets filled with 
decades of genealogical research docu­
mentation and bookcases filled with ge­
nealogy books.

Virginia was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis in 2000. Although her symp­
toms continued to worsen over time, 
Virginia maintained a remarkably good 
attitude. Her motto was, ’’Keep on 
marching.” Virginia joyfully received 
over 60 birthday cards for her 92nd 
birthday from friends, family, neighbors 
and church members.

On June 8, 2022, Virginia Braun 
passed away peacefully in her sleep 
with family members and her pastor at 
her bedside. To all that had the good for­
tune to know Virginia, her kindness, 
generosity and willingness to help will 
never be forgotten. Virginia is survived 
by four children, five grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren.

Joe Braun
Westland

Flying the Pride flag

I was so proud and happy to cele­
brate, along with about a 150 other Livo­
nia residents and friends, when Mayor 
Maureen Brosnan raised the Pride flag 
for the first time. Finally the city is be­
coming more inclusive, welcoming and 
progressive we thought.

She invited the children and teens 
present to assist in raising the flag. This 
was especially meaningful to see be­
cause children who are gay or transgen­
der need this type of public validation.

Many of us were stunned to find the 
flag was then flown for just 24 hours. In 
a return phone call from the Mayof s of­
fice, the Pride flag was likened to an eth­
nic group flag. LGBTQ+ is not an ethnic 
group.

It’s sad that in 2022 homophobes 
reign supreme and we are again left in a 
backward, unwelcoming, uninclusive 
city.

Barb lovan
Livonia
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Mom, basketball coach remember Wixom boy

Carson Dunn has fun nabbing the basketball from his teammate. Carson, 10, died 
July 6 in an accident at Camp Dearborn, courtesy of Brian Kennedy

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Carson Dunn died without realizing 
his potential as a basketball player, but 
the coach of the Wixom boy’s last win­
ning season will forever cherish the 10- 
year-old’s spirit on the court.

Hot Shots Coach Brian Kennedy hon­
ored Carson with words every young 
hoopster hopes to hear.

“I’ll never forget,” Kennedy said, ex­
plaining that the boy who died July 6 
from injuries sustained in a Camp Dear­
born accident was a great ambassador 
of the sport. “He was as happy as he 
could be, running around with the ball, 
smiling ear to ear. The kid had an in­
credible smile - huge, big, infectious 
smile.

“You could tell he was just having so 
much fun.”

Carson attended Country Oaks Ele­
mentary School in the Huron Valley 
Schools District. State troopers said he 
fell from a floating aqua park structure 
in the middle of a Camp Dearborn lake 
in Milford Township at about 6 p.m. 
July 6.

Michigan State Police First Lieuten­
ant Mike Shaw said the child ended up 
in the water. Lifeguards and bystanders 
managed to get him to the beach, but he 
was unresponsive when first respond­
ers arrived. They provided CPR on the 
way to the hospital, but Carson ulti­
mately died.

Autopsy results were pending July 8, 
but Shaw said that the child did not 
drown.

“He was playing and lost his footing 
and fell,” Shaw said.

The City of Dearborn operates Camp 
Dearborn. Another party operates the 
Ripping the Waters Aqua Park where 
Carson fell. City staff could not provide 
contact information when asked.

Carson was with his family when he 
visited Camp Dearborn. With two teen 
siblings and a 17-month-old brother, he

was preparing to be a 
fifth-grader.

“I will always remem­
ber him as the best big 
brother to the baby and 
the best, most loving son 
you could ask for,” his 
mother Carly Burgess 
said in a Facebook message.

She confirmed that Carson lost his 
father a few years ago, and basketball 
with Kennedy and his Hot Shots “really 
helped him tremendously.” Carson, she 
said, planned to work hard to be a pro 
basketball player.

Kennedy said he received a message 
from Carson’s mother soon after he 
died.

Since then, Kennedy has been think­
ing about the coachable child who 
would soak up his every word and show 
that he understood on the court.

“It was incredible because he had a 
natural talent,” said Kennedy, a coach 
for about 20 years. “He had a nice shot 
for someone his age. He could dribble. 
He scored quite a few baskets during our 
season. He was a nice kid and a really 
good player.”

Carson liked to wear a headband 
while playing, and his joy for the sport 
meant that anyone focused on him 
couldn’t tell whether the Hot Shots were 
winning or losing.

“Whether winning or losing, ups and 
downs, that smile ... It never left his 
face,” Kennedy said. “He didn’t get down 
on himself. He was cheering on his 
teammates. He always kept super posi­
tive. He handled himself way beyond his 
years.”

Kennedy will never forget one of the 
team’s last practices at Highland Ele­
mentary School, when the “boys being 
boys” were trying to grab the ball from 
Kennedy’s son, Caleb.

Carson was the one who managed to 
get the ball.

“He had the biggest smile,” the coach 
remembered. “He jumps up and he runs

and everyone’s chasing him. I’ll never 
forget it. That just shows who he is and 
the fun he had. He thought he ruled the 
world when he got that ball from Caleb. 
Then he took off.

“It’s just very special moment. Kids 
like him and teams like the one we just 
had are the reasons I absolutely love 
coaching kids.”

A GoFundMe campaign is happening

to help Carson’s family cope with their 
loss.

“Everyone who had the privilege of 
knowing Carson would agree he was an 
awesome kid who was full of love for 
God, his family and his friends,” orga­
nizers wrote.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Twitter: @susanvela.
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Frankie Lynne 
Kreitz

May 24, 2022, age 
88. Beloved wife of the 
late Edward John Kreitz 
for over 60 years. Lov­
ing mother to Colleen 
Kapas (Peter), Jeffrey 
Kreitz (Annherst), 
John Kreitz (Wendy) 
and the late Daniel 
and Kristen. Cherished 
grandmother (Nana) 
of seven. Great grand­
mother of three with 
three more on the way. 
A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held 
Friday, July 22, 2022, 
4pm at Birmingham 
First United Methodist 
Church, 1589 W. Ma­
ple Rd., Birmingham. 
Frankie will most be 
remembered for her in­
tense love of family and 
her desire to share the 
love of Jesus with those 
around her. In honor 
of Frankie, family asks 
that memorial dona­
tions are directed to her 
grandson Jonah, who 
has autism. Donations 
may be sent to Jonah 
Kreitz, 2409 Chestnut 
Crescent, Saline, MI 
48176. A.J. Desmond 
& Sons, (248)549-0500 

View obituary and 
sign tribute wall at 

AJDesmond.com

Mark Andrew Mittleman
CANTON - Mittle­

man, Mark A., age 72, 
of Canton, July 05,2022.
Beloved husband for 45 
years of Margaret. Loving 
father of Marissa (An­
tonio) Testa and James 
(Maria) Mittleman.
Devoted grandfather 
to Antonio, Claire, and 
Angelina. He is survived 
by his siblings, Marshall 
(Lisa) Mittleman, Margaret (Steven) Marschke, 
and Marty (Linda) Mittleman and sister-in-law, 
Cynthia (John Avallone) Mittleman. He is pre­
ceded in death by his daughter, Heather Anne 
Mittleman, his parents, Marshall and Margaret, 
and his brother Michael Mittleman and his grand­
parents, Margaret and Marshall Mittleman, and 
Elizabeth and Alfred Schulz. Mr. Mittleman was 
very athletic, playing baseball, softball, bowling, 
and followed pro sports and both high school and 
collegiate sports. He was an avid investor in the 
stock market. Mark was a combat medic in the 
Vietnam War. Visitation, Monday, July 11, 2022, 
from 6:00-8:00 PM, and Tuesday, July 12, 1:00- 
8:00 PM, at Michigan Memorial Funeral Home, 
30895 Huron River Drive, Flat Rock. Service will 
be Wednesday, July 13, 2022, at 11:00 AM. He 
will be taken by caisson to Michigan Memorial 
Park. In lieu of flowers, please make donations 
to: National Association of Veterans and Families 
https//www.navf.org/, Tunnel to Towers https:// 
t2t.org/, Disabled American Veterans https://www. 
dav.org./, Wounded Warrior Project https://www. 
woundedwarriorproject.org.

www.mimemorial.com

This 1,000-square-foot home on Avondale in Westland was listed for $160,000 as 
of July 12. DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Homes
Continued from Page 1A

The median home prices issued by 
Realtor.com may exclude much, or even 
most, of a market’s homes. The price 
and volume represent only homes that 
are single-family homes, condominums 
or townhomes. They include existing 
homes, but exclude most new construc­
tion as well as pending and contingent 
sales.

Information on your local housing 
market is available through the USA TO­
DAY Network, with more data from 
Realtor.com.

Oakland County home prices 
drop 0.1 percent to $436,500

Oakland County’s home prices fell 
0.1%, to a median $436,500, from a 
month earlier. The typical house was on 
the market for 21 days, from 15 days a 
month earlier. The typical 2,023- 
square-foot house had a list price of 
$214 per square foot.

Across metro Detroit, median home 
prices rose to $284,700, up 3.6% from a 
month earlier. The median home had 
1,563 square feet, at a list price of $178 
per square foot.

Across all of Michigan, median home 
prices were $282,450, rising 1.8% from a 
month earlier. The median Michigan

Wayne County’s real estate 
market added 2,536 new 
home listings in June, 
compared with the 2,446 
added in June 2021.

home for sale had 1,647 square feet at 
list price of $169 per square foot.

Across the United States, median 
home prices were $450,000, up 0.7% 
from a month earlier. The median Amer­
ican home for sale had 1,887 square feet, 
listed at $228 per square foot.

The median home list price — the 
midway point of all the houses or units 
listed over a period of time — is used 
more often in this report instead of the 
average home list price because experts 
say the median offers a more accurate 
view of what’s happening in a market. 
In finding the average price, all prices of 
homes listed are added and then divid­
ed by the number of homes sold. This 
measure can be skewed by one low or 
high price.

The USA TODAY Network is publish­
ing localized versions of this story on its 
news sites across the country, generated 
with data from the Realtor.com residen­
tial listings database.. The story was 
written by Mike Stucka and Sean Lah- 
man.
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Terry Mack, right, hands a tool to employee Emily Thibodeau at the Belle 
Lavende farm he owns with his wife, Windy, nick king/lansing state journal

Uprooted
Continued from Page 1A

“So right across the street was a 
farmers market. And so we walked 
across and everyone was so happy: talk­
ing. It was like Zen,” Windy Mack said.

Deciding on lavender as the crop of 
choice, the couple looked at several op­
tions before eventually buying 40 acres 
near Stockbridge in mid-Michigan to 
grow their roots.

They planted several acres worth of 
lavender and opened a storefront, Belle 
Lavande, selling items from soaps to oils 
to food products. Their shop opened 
earlier this year at 477 S. Main St., in 
downtown Plymouth.

It’s a far cry from where they expect­
ed they’d be, especially before the pan­
demic.

“It forced a certain order of events I 
guess,” Terry Mack said of the events 
stemming from the pandemic. “Be­
tween that (the store) and the farm, it’s 
my full-time job.”

Lavender brings out 
new kinds of farmers

Wynne Wright, a professor at Michi­
gan State University and coordinator of 
the Great Lakes Lavender Growers or­
ganization that promotes the crop in the 
upper Midwest, said she had not met 
the Macks, but they fit the definition of a 
lot of lavender farmers.

“These are different types of folks,” 
she said of lavender farmers in general. 
“What they are looking for is something 
that satisfies different kinds of needs.”

Lavender is a fairly new crop to the 
United States, Wright said, making its 
way across the Atlantic Ocean in the 
1990s for commercial growing. It was 
mainly first grown in the Pacific North­
west, but has extended to most of the 
country since then.

Wright, who owns lavender farms in 
Lansing and Alma, said plenty of laven­
der farms have popped up across the re­
gion. Farms operate all over the state, 
from Livingston County and greater 
Lansing to Sault Ste. Marie.

The Macks researched the type of 
crops they wanted to grow, and opted to 
go with lavender. It’s a plant that has a 
demand for its lovely scent, and is an 
easy crop to get into if weather chal­
lenges arise.

“As we’ve learned, I call it purple gold. 
It’s a high-value product,” Terry Mack 
said. “It’s good for the environments be­
cause it’s a drought-resistant plant.”

The couple learned how challenging 
the farming lifestyle can be since they 
purchased the Stockbridge property.

The two also created a butterfly garden 
on the property, as well as maintain sev­
eral acres of woods.

Terry Mack said he spent most of last 
summer out on the property staying in a 
camper to get the fields ready and plant 
the lavender.

He said that camper was critical in 
getting everything up and running, even 
if he was somewhat disconnected from 
society while working.

“We couldn’t have done the farm 
without it last year,” he said of the 
camper. “I was totally off grid.”

Macks plan to 
expand farm in future

The couple hopes to turn their farm 
into a destination in the coming years: 
in addition the butterfly garden, they 
hope to offer u-pick lavender in the fu­
ture at the farm, making it a true agri­
tourism destination. The hope is to also 
add a place for special events, such as 
weddings.

Adding other elements to a lavender 
farm, Wright said, is a common move for 
farmers, especially since the harvest 
season is so short, happening mid-sum­
mer. Having additional attractions for 
guests also fits with expectations from 
agritourists.

“What you see also is a trend gener­
ally in society that consumers expect 
different things from agriculture,” she 
said. “They want to reconnect with na­
ture.”

Opening a shop in downtown Ply­
mouth was a no-brainer, the Macks 
said, given its prominence and charm. 
Having a boutique dedicated to their 
crop and the products made from it just 
fit the community’s feel.

“Plymouth is a shopping destina­
tion,” Terry Mack said. “With the park 
and the number of people here, and the 
festivals and that, it was a natural (fit).”

The products the couple makes are 
done right on site, including the soaps. 
The hope is to add more food items in 
the future, though that will take some 
additional work and certifications first.

Terry Mack has no intention of re­
turning to the white collar world. The 
couple finds happiness in owning their 
own farm and don’t plan on shifting ca­
reers any time soon. While Windy Mack 
still cleans houses for income, Terry 
Mack said his new career is the farm.

Growing up on a small farm in north­
ern Ohio, the Navy veteran said jokingly 
he’s prepared to spend the rest of his life 
— and perhaps longer — on their In­
gham County property.

“I came in on a farm, I’m going to go 
out on a farm,” he said. “I already got my 
spot of where Windy’s gonna bury me.”

dveselenak(a)hometownlife. com
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Make us

For over 25 years, Wright Beamer 
has been serving clients in: 

Business Law • Disputes & Litigation 
Estate Planning • Employment Law 

Real Estate Transactions 
Probate & Trust Administration

Contact our 
office to schedule 
an appointment 

with
Dirk A. Beamer 
or one of our 

other
experienced

attorneys.

248.477.6300 | wrightbeamer.com

part of your 

morning

July is BUY NOW, PAY 
LATER MONTH at /
Renewal by Andersen. iSP/

Why is July one of the best 
times to replace your windows?

Because more energy-effident windows
can help you get relief from your 
uncomfortably hot home

Our exdusive High-Performance™ 
Low-E4® SmartSun™ glass is 70% more 
energy efficient in the summer as 
compared to ordinary dual-pane 
glass.2 It's engineered to help make 
your home cooler.

Call before July 3F1!

Buy now 
and

pay later!

o 
o

DOWN

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

,%

INTEREST

FOR 1 YEAR
......

SAVE

PABTNEfl OFTHE YEAH
Suttainuft focslinnco

Call for your FREE Window 
and Door Diagnosis

734-335-8036

$300
ON EVERY WINDOW1

SAVE
$700

ON EVERY ENTRY AND 
PATIO DOOR1

Minimum purchase of four. Interest 
accrues from the purchase date but is 
waived if paid in full within 12 months.

’DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $300 off each window and 
$700 off each entiy/patio door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or 
more windows or entiy/patio doors between 7/3/2022 and 7/31/2022. Militaiy discount applies to all active duty, veterans 
and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, 
no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is 
waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, 
color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. 
Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen 
location for details. License number available upon request Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by 
Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights resen/ed. A/alues are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® 
double hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006,2009, 
2012,2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables.

Quality Pet-Friendly 
Flooring

Durable, pet-friendly flooring is a must-have in any 
space with animals. Floor Coverings International'' offers 
many pet-friendly flooring options in a variety of styles 
- carpet, luxury vinyl, bamboo, laminate, and more! We 
install easy to clean, scratch-resistant and comfortable 
flooring for you and your pets to enjoy.
We are proud to bring the shopping experience to your 
door with our Mobile Flooring Showroom1*.

FLOOR COVERINGS

Book a Free In-Home Design Consultation!

947-600-7060 • bookfci.com
'Exclusions may apply Each Franchise is a Locally Owned and Independently Operated Business.

10-GCI0908255-01

ii WSUSSMSBKBKm m



hbM . 0 CONCRETE LIFTING
A Qro<ad*viVJ Company

NO PAYMENTS &

0%
INTEREST

for 72 MONTHS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
Our Limited-Time 
FINANCING OFFER!

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007

p i" (Angi
Call for a FREE INSPECTION

(248) 973-1214
* Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all Interest is waived if the purchase amount Is paid In full within 12 months. Cannot be combined with any other offers, offer expires 07/31/2022
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SPORTS
Point guard 
leaving CC 
to play for 
Detroit King
Family says road work, 
traffic is cause of move
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Just how new is Chas Lewless to the 
Detroit King boys basketball team?

While talking about the goals he 
wanted to achieve with the Crusaders, 
he didn’t even know what the Detroit 
Public School League called its all­
conference team.

And, yeah, he wants to make that 
team. But his new coach has higher ex­
pectations for him than that.

“Honestly, that’s low-hanging fruit 
for him to be All-PSL,” King coach 
George Ward said. “There won’t be a 
guard in the PSL better than him. I 
want him to set his sights higher than 
that, and that’s what we’re going to do 
for him.”

That’s right.
One of the best point guards in the 

Catholic League has transferred out.
After starting for Detroit Catholic 

Central the past two years, and leading 
the Shamrocks to the 2022 state quar­
terfinal and a CHSL tournament run­
ner-up finish, he’s now joining Ward 
and the Crusaders, who a year ago 
were 19-3 overall and spent several 
weeks atop the Associated Press’ 
top-10 poll in Division 1.

So let’s first quash the rumors.
No, there is no bad blood in the wa­

ter between Lewless, CC and Sham­
rocks coach Brandon Sinawi. And Si- 
nawi has done nothing but wished 
Lewless all the best at King.

No, this has nothing to do with 
recruiting. Lewless was already get­
ting plenty of college looks while in 
Novi.

And, no, Lewless isn’t benefiting 
from some sort of Name, Image and 
Likeness deal to transfer downtown.

Simply put, this comes down to 
traffic. Like tow trucks, steamrollers 
and orange cones.

It took the Lewless family 60-90 
minutes to get the kids to school last 
year. Chas’ younger sister, Hannah, 
who just helped Royal Oak Shrine win 
a state title in girls soccer this month, 
needed to be dropped off in Royal Oak, 
and then Chas was headed to CC’s 
campus on Wixom Road on the other 
side of the county.

If congested traffic, car accidents or 
road construction made Hannah even! 
minute late for school, that meant 
Chas was going to be several minutes 
late.

And that’s when they were living on 
the southwest side of Detroit. They’ve 
since moved to the east side, close to 
King’s campus. Those drives were 
about to become much, much worse.

See LEAVING, Page 4B

HOMETOWN LIFE ALL-AREA GIRLS SOCCER TEAM

Cranbrook Kingwood’s Rachael Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Isa Agrusso Bloomfield Hills’ Ava Badallo (left).
Claxton. (left).

Northville's Lauren Moraitis (left). Bloomfield Hills' Drew Martin (left). Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Ange Briggs.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Thousands of words 
and one tough choice
E

 Brandon Folsom

Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

I was in an incredibly tough posi­
tion.

Not only was this my first year on 
the high school sports beat at Home­
town Life, but I’m also the only report­

er in the entire department.
We cover 43 high schools across 10 

different newspaper mastheads. That’s 
about 120-150 different varsity teams 
playing each season in my small area 
alone.

We simply can’t cover every team the 
way newspapers have 5,10 years ago. So 
I made a tough choice at the beginning 
of the spring: I went all-in on covering 
girls soccer. And that, obviously, made 
for a lack of coverage in the other sports

such as baseball, softball and track and 
field.

Why did I do that?
As the old Ron Swanson quote goes: 

“Never half-ass two things. Whole-ass 
one thing.”

Girls soccer has always been one of 
my favorites to cover, even dating back 
to my times at both the Grand Rapids 
Press and Gaylord Herald Times.

See ALL-AREA, Page 2B

CREDIT CARD CONFIDENT
At Community Financial I have a much lower rate 
on my credit card and I can make a payment 
within seconds. You just pull up the app-it’s as 
easy as doing a quick transfer-and it’s done.

DAVID T. MEMBER SINCE 2016
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Community

Financial

See more stories at 
CFCU.org/SayltBest

Federally Insured by NCUA.



Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Elle Ervin (right). Livonia Stevenson’s Mackenzie Gregor (left).
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

All-Area
Continued from Page IB

And one of my bosses says to never 
cover a subject you’re not interested in 
because it’ll show in your writing.

I could’ve parachuted in and covered 
random stories with little knowledge 
about what I was writing about. Or I 
could’ve entrenched myself on the side­
lines of the soccer pitch to be able to tell 
you, our loyal readers, who the best 
players were and what the wins and 
losses meant for each team. I went with 
the latter.

A lot of you write in and tell me your 
favorite part of my coverage is my per­
sonality. You know, the style of my writ­
ing, the jokes I make and the observa­
tions I see that truly no one else pays at­
tention to as closely as I do.

I’m not talking about the keys to a 
goal being set up. I’m talking about no­
ticing when a player loses a tooth or has 
a booger hanging from their nose (both 
of these things happened this spring). 
One player even almost lost a nose ring 
after a game. Making soccer my main 
thing allowed me to share details like 
those. Right, Mackenzie Gregor?

So, yes, I didn’t cover enough base­
ball and softball this spring. But I was 
still there to watch Northville baseball 
and South Lyon softball win regional ti­
tles. I saw Farmington Hills Mercy soft- 
ball win the Catholic League and then 
lose to a tough Allen Park team in the 
quarterfinal. Arid I did miss a few track 
stars winning state championships.

But I was there on the pitch. And you 
knew it, too. I wrote thousands of words 
about our soccer players. And my tough 
choice to solely cover soccer paid off. We 
had three teams play for state champi­
onships, and one of them, Bloomfield 
Hills, even got to hoist a championship 
trophy.

So here we are. Here is Hometown 
Life’s All-Area girls soccer team.

One thing you’ll notice is I steer away 
from the groupthink that is all-confer­
ence teams. The most talented players 
aren’t always the best players, in my 
opinion. I like players with grit. I like 
leaders. I like it when the little guy wins. 
And you’ll see that my all-area team re­
flects that

As a side note: Thanks to everyone 
who made my first school year at Home­
town Life a blast. I’m looking forward to 
covering girls soccer again next spring.

Let’s take a look at who I thought 
were the best players throughout the 
2022 season:

First Team Hometown Life 
All-Area

F - Ava Badallo, senior, Bloomfield 
Hills (Folsom’s Player of the Year)

This West Virginia Wesleyan signee 
was a linebacker in a striker’s body. Re­
gardless of the competition, she was al­
ways the toughest player on the pitch. 
She totaled 17 goals and six assists, was 
an MHSSCA third-teamer and, most im­
portantly, booted in the penalty kick 
that gave the Black Hawks their first- 
ever state championship.

F - Isa Agrusso, senior, Bloomfield 
Hills Marian

The Michigan State signee was a na­
tional champion at the club level. So, of 
course, she was going to be successful in 
the one year she spent playing high 
school soccer. She totaled 21 goals and 
six assists, was the perfect complement 
to striker Elle Ervin and finished as an 
MHSSCA All-State first-teamer.

F - Elle Ervin, sophomore, Bloom­
field Hills Marian

This MHSSCA All-State first-teamer 
didn’t finish the season on the pitch be­
cause of an ACL injury, yet she still post-
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ed 18 goals and 11 assists for the state 
runner-ups.

F - Mackenzie Gregor, senior, Livo­
nia Stevenson

Very few attackers in Michigan were 
as dangerous around the penalty box as 
this MHSSCA All-State second-team 
selection, as the fourth-year player fin­
ished with a staggering 30 goals and 
nine assists.

F - Kate Creighton, sophomore, Ply­
mouth Christian Academy

Most players cower against double 
and triple teams. Not the MIAC MVP. 
She posted 27 goals and seven assists, 
good enough for MHSSCA All-State 
first-team honors. Not bad for a college 
football coach’s daughter.

F - Emma Pompo, senior, South 
Lyon East

The Cleveland State signee not only 
totaled 25 goals and 21 assists en route 
to MHSSCA All-State first-team honors 
but she also qualified for the state finals 
in track and field. Her speed set her 
apart.

M - Drew Martin, senior, Bloom­
field Hills

This Western Michigan signee was 
the heart and soul of the Black Hawks’ 
state championship squad. Not only 
was she an MHSSCA All-State first- 
teamer but she also made the Dream 
Team thanks to her 14 goals1 and 10 as­
sists as well as her knack for showing up 
in a big way in important games.

M - Ange Briggs, senior, Bloomfield 
Hills Marian

Coach Reid Friedrichs called this St. 
Francis College-Brooklyn signee the 
quarterback of the Mustangs, and the 
MHSSCA All-State first-teamer was just 
that. She finished with eight goals and 11 
assists, and no one was better than her 
during setpieces. She also made the 
MHSSCA Dream Team.

M - Rachael Claxton, junior, Cran- 
brook Kingswood

This MHSSCA All-State third-teamer 
knew how to run the field and create 
scoring opportunities, whether it was 
for her teammates or herself. But no play 
was bigger than her game-winning goal 
to help the Cranes win their first-ever 
CHSL tournament title.

D - Lauren Moraitis, senior, North­
ville

The Cincinnati signee spent just one 
season playing high school soccer, and 
the MHSSCA All-State first-teamer 
didn’t disappoint, as she was an integral 
part of the Mustangs’ first trip to the 
state finals since 2014.

GK - Ava Holloway, senior, Salem
Despite playing in arguably the best 

conference in Michigan, the fourth-year 
player recorded seven shutouts en route 
to earning MHSSCA All-State honorable 
mention honors.

Coach - Alan Zakaria, Bloomfield 
Hills

He’s been the Black Hawks’ only 
coach since the school opened in 2015. 
Not only did he lead them to their first 
Division 1 state championship but he 
helped BHHS win its first team state ti­
tle ever, regardless of sport.

Second Team Hometown Life 
All-Area team

F - Esther Rosett, senior, Bloom­
field Hills

This MHSSCA All-State honorable 
mention was always at the right place at 
the right time. She had a knack for scor­
ing big goals. That included her game- 
winner against the defending state 
champion Hartland in the regional final. 
She scored 14 goals and had four assists.

F - Daelyn Short, junior, Cranbrook 
Kingswood

The Cranes almost upset Bloomfield 
Hills Marian in the district champion­
ship, and they likely would’ve had a bet­
ter chance at doing it had this MHSSCA
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Plymouth Christian’s Kate Creighton.

All-State honorable mention not gone 
down in the opening 10 minutes with an 
injury. She’s got a knack for scoring 
goals.

F - Kirsten Fitzgerald, senior, Far­
mington Hills Mercy

The MHSSCA All-State second- 
teamer was just too quick for opposing 
defenses. She posted 14 goals and five 
assists. But none of her goals were as big 
as the game-winner in overtime that 
gave the Marlins their first district 
championship since 2012.

F - Sylvia Bohlen, senior, Northville
Want to know why the MHSSCA All- 

State honorable mention is headed to 
Detroit Mercy? She’s always finding a 
way to create scoring chances. Either for 
her teammates or herself. She was one 
of the best offensive threats in the 
KLAA.

F - Alyssa Melquist, junior. South 
Lyon East

The MHSSCA Afi-State second- 
teamer already holds the school record 
for most goals in a career, as her 25 goals 
this past spring moved her to 43 total in 
just her second season on varsity. She 
also added 18 assists.

M - Caroline Meloche, sophomore, 
Northville

This MHSSCA All-State third-teamer 
was only a lOth-grader but she proved 
she deserved all the playing time she got 
among a crowded lineup of future col­
lege soccer stars. She was always one of 
the best defenders on the field.

M - Talie Burns, sophomore, Novi
It takes a lot of brainpower to suc­

cessfully organize a defense and shut 
down an opponent’s best player. So it’s 
no surprise the Wildcats’ best defender 
carries a 4.0 grade-point average. She 
also added two goals and six assists en 
route to earning MHSSCA All-State 
honorable mention honors.

D - Gabby Sapia, senior, Livonia 
Stevenson

Not only was this MHSSCA All-State 
honorable mention a shutdown defend­
er but the Madonna University signee 
was also just as valuable in the attack, 
as she posted five goals and 23 assists.

D - Emily Takahashi, senior, North­
ville

When this MHSSCA All-State honor­
able mention decided she wasn’t going 
to play in college, she quit her club team 
and joined the Mustangs for her final 
year of high school. And what a contri­
bution she made. She was always in on 
the big plays.

GK - Jenica Opdahl, sophomore, 
Bloomfield Hills

The Black Hawks don’t win a state 
championship without this MHSSCA 
All-State first-teamer in the net. She 
posted H shutouts. But even more im­
portant were the two saves she made in 
the penalty kick shootout during the 
state final.

Coach - Jeannine Reddy, Northville

L k: i

South Lyon East’s Emma Pompo (left).

After coaching at Canton for nearly 
two decades, she took over the Mus­
tangs and, in just her first season, led 
them back to the state championship for 
the first time since 2014. They were 
ranked the No. 1 team in Michigan for 
most of the spring.

Hometown Life All-Area team 
Honorable Mention

F - Siena McNitt, junior, Garden 
City

Despiting missing three games with 
an injury, she totaled 17 goals and six as­
sists, good enough for MHSSCA All- 
State honorable mention honors. Her 
secret to scoring? She’s fast and hardly 
loses control of the ball when attacking.

F - Lindsay Dahlinger, sophomore, 
Novi

From a skill standpoint, this 
MHSSCA All-State honorable mention 
is a technician. Her fine-timed funda­
mentals helped her create scoring op­
portunities for the Wildcats, who bene­
fited from her 10 goals and four assists.

F - Olivia Schuck, junior, Salem
With 11 goals and five assists, the 

MHSSCA All-State honorable mention 
was the leader of the Rocks’ attack while 
playing a challenging league schedule.

F - Rhianna Schermerhom, junior. 
South Lyon

As the leader of the Lions’ attack, she 
was an All-District and MHSSCA All- 
State third-teamer.

F - Alexis Kufta, senior, Wixom St. 
Catherine Academy

This MHSSCA All-State second- 
teamer was so good she coulchYt stop 
breaking records. She finished with 
both the most points (40) and goals (29) 
scored in a single season in program 
history, plus she finished 36th on the 
MHSAA leaderboard with the most 
goals scored all-time, which included a 
staggering five game-winners.

F/M - Natalia and Sofia Salinas, 
freshmen, Bloomfield Hills Roeper

Despite not fielding a team in 3 years, 
the Roughriders returned to the pitch 
and won the MIAC-Red. They can thank 
the Salinas sisters for that. Natalia to­
taled 20 goals and 18 assists, while Sofia 
added 15 goals and 16 assists.

M - Alice Spiegel, senior, Bloom­
field Hills

This Western Michigan signee was 
the glue of the Black Hawks’ offense. 
The MHSSCA All-State first-teamer fin­
ished with just one goal and eight as­
sists, but she was responsible for start­
ing a lot of runs that ended in scores.

M - Abby Luchessi, senior, Bloom­
field Hills Marian

The Mustangs’ offense often started 
with this MHSSCA All-State second- 
teamer, who finished with five goals and 
15 assists. But, more importantly, she

See ALL-AREA, Page 3B
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All-Area
Continued from Page 2B

ignited many runs that ended with ei­
ther Elle Ervin or Isa Agrusso scoring 
goals.

M - Catherine Riddle, junior, Livo­
nia Churchill

Not only is she a multi-sport athlete 
but she’s also a multi-position soccer 
player. She played every position, in­
cluding goalie, and still totaled seven 
goals and 11 assists.

M - Jenna Barbour, junior, Livonia 
Stevenson

No pass was too tough to thread 
through a tight defense for this All- 
KLAA first-teamer, who totaled 10 goals 
and 15 assists (most of which were to 
teammate Mackenzie Gregor).

M - Madi Webb, junior, Lutheran 
Westland

Some players have a knack for find­
ing the back of the net, and then there’s 
Madi Webb. This MIAC-Red first-team­
er tallied a staggering 33 goals and four 
assists to help the Warriors place sec­
ond in their league.

M - Grace Koski, junior, Northville
There’s no denying her leadership 

skills on the field. She’s always the loud­
est. And she’s always in control. There’s 
no doubt her teammates benefited from 
her organization, and it’s no surprise to 
see her already committed to Cleveland 
State.

M - Megan Wu, senior, Plymouth
The Wildcats’ leading scorer was 

both the team captain and an MHHSCA 
All-State honorable mention.

M - Jessica Boulard, senior, South 
Lyon East

The Cougars had plenty of talent in 
the midfield, and Boulard was one of the 
best. The MHSSCA All-State honorable 
mention posted 20 goals and 10 assists 
while helping East get back to the re­
gional final.

D - Sarah Gaffka, senior, Livonia 
Churchill

The fourth-year player was the heart 
and soul of the Chargers’ back line. 
Reading the field was never an issue for 
this center-back, who also posted two 
goals and two assists.

D - Brynn White, senior, Plymouth
The MHSSCA honorable mention 

was part of a trio of All-KL AA defenders. 
She will play at Detroit Mercy.

D - Saige Yakuber, senior, Ply­

mouth Christian Academy
Just how good is this MHSSCA All- 

State honorable mention? She was the 
first defender selected by area coaches 
at the all-region team meeting.

D - Autumn Neville, senior, South 
Lyon East

The Spring Arbor signee was a hard- 
nosed defender but was also a big help 
in the attack. She scored just one goal 
and had only two assists but she played 
well enough to pick up MHSSCA All- 
State honorable mention honors.

GK - Grace Kenopatzki, senior. Gar­
den City

This MHSSCA All-State third-teamer 
posted eight shutouts. That meant the 
team captain got to play in the field at 
times, and she made the most of it, scor­
ing three goals and even assisting on a 
handful of others.

GK - Simran Magnan, freshman, 
Northville

She wasn’t just All-KL AA first team 
as a rookie. She posted four shutouts 
and allowed just three goals during the 
playoffs, all while the Mustangs finished 
as the state runner-ups.

Coach - Reid Friedbrichs, Bloomfield 
Hills Marian

After inheriting a squad that won 
four-straight state championships, he 
guided the Mustangs back to the state 
final, despite one of his best players, Elle 
Ervin, missing most of the playoffs be­
cause of an injury. They finished as the 
state runner-ups in D-2.

The best of the rest

F - Camryn Pepper, sophomore, Bir­
mingham Groves

F - Melissa Olney, sophomore, 
Bloomfield Hills Roeper

F - Avery Coykendall, senior, Canton 
F - Sara Tweed, senior, Cranbrook 

Kingswood
F - Soraya Puerto-Khalil, senior, Far­

mington Hills Mercy
F - Juliana Morro, senior, Livonia Ste­

venson
F - Kelsey Ware, sophomore, Livonia 

Stevenson
F - Kayla Shuk, senior, North Far­

mington
F - Abby Park, senior, Northville 
F - Kaitlyn Rogala, senior, Northville 
F - Clare Binder, freshman, Plymouth 

Christian Academy
F - Elaine Rama, sophomore, Salem 
F - Paige Senter, senior, South Lyon 
F/M - Kate Heston, senior, Livonia

Churchill
M - Elsie Meilinger, senior, Birming­

ham Groves
M - Ava David, junior, Birmingham 

Seaholm
M - Avary Hall, junior, Bloomfield 

Hills
M - Emily Woods, senior, Canton
M - Sophie Endrud, junior, Detroit 

Country Day
M - Amanda Exline, senior, Farming- 

ton
M - Abby Clark, junior, Livonia Clar- 

enceville
M - Reagan Burnette, senior, Livonia 

Franklin
M - Grace Distelrath, senior, Livonia 

Franklin
M - Leah Kuhn, junior, Livonia Frank­

lin
M - Mario Lulgjuarj, senior, Livonia 

Stevenson
M - Jenna Boye, sophomore, Luther­

an Westland
M - Michi Hooks, senior, Milford
M - Skylar Wayne, freshman, North 

Farmington
M - Caroline Doody, senior, North­

ville
M - Elizabeth McHugh, junior, Ply­

mouth Christian Academy
M - Emma Dennsion, senior, Salem
M - Lauren Driscoll, sophomore, Sa­

lem
M - Mackenzie Buckley, senior, South 

Lyon
M - Sierra Newton, junior, South 

Lyon
M - Gianna, Spano, freshman, South 

Lyon
M - Maya Spano, senior, South Lyon
M - Kaylie Samluk, junior, South 

Lyon East
M - Nancy Ramirez, senior, Wayne 

Memorial
M - Karissa Welsh, senior, White 

Lake Lakeland
D - Morgan Perry, freshman, Bir­

mingham Groves
D - Allie Adams, junior, Birmingham 

Seaholm
D - Simone Forte, senior, Birming­

ham Seaholm
D - Emma Merchant, senior, Bloom­

field Hills
D - Sabrina Yaldoo, junior, Bloomfield 

Hills Marian
D - Mackenzie Behnke, sophomore, 

Cranbrook Kingswood
D - Katherine Bergman, junior, Far­

mington
D - Tymmarie Grom, senior, Livonia

Churchill
D - Kendra Pearson, senior, Livonia 

Clarenceville
D - Kiera Hura, junior, Livonia Frank­

lin
D - Alii Avers, junior, Livonia Steven­

son
D - Anna Oynoian, junior, Livonia 

Stevenson
D - Morgan Bogacki, senior, Livonia 

Stevenson
D - Makenna Fetzer, junior, North 

Farmington
D - Chloe Jefferson, junior, North Far­

mington
D - Brooke Pendleton, senior, North­

ville
D - Grace Kwasniewicz, sophomore, 

Novi
D - Isabella Blake, junior, Plymouth 
D - Riley Sheppard, junior, Plymouth 
D - Ashlon Gilmore, senior, Salem 
D - Jennifer Valadez, senior, Wayne 

Memorial
D - Cameron Sv/afford, junior, West- 

land John Glenn
D - Breanna Kennedy, freshman, 

Westland John Glenn
D - Molly Marino, sophomore, White 

Lake Lakeland
GK - Spring Schwanki, senior, 

Bloomfield Hills Roeper
GK - Mya Duhart, junior, Cranbrook 

Kingswood
GK - Jordan LaVesseur, freshman, 

Farmington Hills Mercy
GK - Madison Shirley, junior, Livonia 

Franklin
GK - Arden Schultz, junior, Milford 
GK - Maya Weisberger, senior, North 

Farmington
GK - Isabella Elkins, senior, Ply­

mouth
GK - Caitlyn McBeth, junior, South 

Lyon
GK - Jessica Forbis, sophomore, 

White Lake Lakeland
Coach - Tyler Pemberton, Bloomfield 

Hills Roeper
Coach - Ken Shingledecker, Livonia 

Stevenson
Coach - Ryan Thomason, Plymouth 

Christian Academy
Coach - Kyle Kams, Salem 
Coach - Pete Stoyanovich, South 

Lyon East
Co-Coaches - Kristina Sikora and 

Tom James, Farmington Hills Mercy 
Brandon Folsom covers high school 

sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.
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Former Detroit Catholic Central point guard Chas Lewless dribbles as Detroit 
King faces Brother Rice in the Derrick Coleman Elite boys basketball showcase 
June 15 at Birmingham Groves, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Leaving
Continued from Page IB

“And there’s always construction and 
traffic on 696,” Chas joked. “Without 
traffic, it’s like 30 or 35 minutes straight 
to CC from my old house. With traffic, it 
has taken me 45 minutes to an hour. 
And that’s not also counting stopping at 
my sister’s school. With CC being in No­
vi and me living in Detroit, it was al­
ready a hike. Now I’m on the east side 
and it’s even farther. So it’s just easier 
and more convenient for me to go to 
King, which is a great school with great 
coaches, so it worked out.”

Chas’ father, Chris, is calling it a 
“homecoming” story for his son.

If Ward has his way, it should be quite 
the homecoming story indeed.

Chas, a 6-foot-2, 170-pound All- 
Catholic League selection who averaged 
11 points and three assists as a sopho­
more, steps into an incredible situation.

Running the show in the PSL has 
been former King point guard Chansey 
Willis Jr, who averaged close to a triple- 
double and wound up being named 
Michigan’s Mr. Basketball as a senior. 
What’s more, when he signed with Sagi­
naw Valley State University, he became 
the first Mr. Basketball winner to sign 
with a Division II school.

Chas, who is receiving true college 
interest now that he’s a junior, has al­
ready heard from the likes of Western 
Michigan, Toledo, Temple, Cleveland 
State, Marist College, Mercer University 
and Georgia, among others, but, obvi­
ously, he has big shoes to fill. But he 
should fit right in at Willis Jr’s old spot.

“Chas has got the ‘it’ factor, and, so 
far, he’s been a great teammate and a 
good player,” Ward said. “But we want 
him to be better than good. It’s a bless­
ing for us to get him, but we’ll be a bless­
ing for him as well. I expect him to be the 
best guard in the state of Michigan. Not 
just in his senior year but right now. 
That’ll say something about our pro­
gram, too, if he can become that.

“Having Chansey the last four years 
has provided us with some great things. 
But as similar as they are as players, and 
with both of their first names starting 
with a ‘C-H-A,’ there are also some dif­
ferences. Chansey was amazing for us, 
but he had to do a lot on his own. With 
this group, we’ll be better. You’ll see a 
better defensive team overall. We’ll be a

better offensive team, too.
“We’re looking forward to Chas being 

the best, and those aren’t unrealistic ex­
pectations for him. In his mind, and in 
my mind, he could be the best point 
guard in the state of Michigan over the 
next two years.”

So what does Chas add to the squad?

Well, he’s a gamer. As he proved with 
CC, no deficit is too large, and no game­
winning shot is too big to attempt.

On top of that, he is one of the best 
ball handlers in the state. He can weave 
through traffic, scoot to the rim and cre­
ate shots for both himself and his team­
mates.

And he’s got a great outside shot.
He’s been a pretty heads-up defend­

er, but Ward thinks King can make Chas 
the best defender out there.

“He’s just got to keep working and lis­
tening,” Ward added. “He’s going to get 
so much better defensively that people 
will be able to see the difference in him 
by Dec. L I don’t think he can have that 
high IQ on offense and just not have it on 
the defensive end. He’s got to use that 
size and IQ on the defensive end, too. If 
he wants to average 25 to 27 points a 
game and eight or nine assists, he’s got 
to hand check. It’s going to start on the 
defensive end. And that comes with 
physical, mental and emotional growth. 
We’re going to push him every day. 
Some days won’t feel good or sound 
good to him over the next two years.

“But he knows he’s good. I don’t think 
he knows just how good he really can be, 
though. He realizes he can shoot, score 
and pass the hell outta the ball. I just 
don’t think he realizes he can dominate 
the hell outta the game, too.”

But being the best will come at a cost, 
one that has already taken an emotional 
toll on Chas.

It’s been incredibly tough saying 
farewell to CC.

“I’m going to miss it, for sure,” he 
said. “Not even just the basketball pro­
gram but the school itself. The brother­
hood there is crazy, and a lot of people 
talk about it all the time, but it really is a 
real thing.

“I’ll definitely miss my teammates 
and my friends in school who didn’t 
even play sports. I’ll miss the different 
events and the things we used to do that 
were super fun. I’ll miss the faith aspect 
of it. I joined the Catholic Church and 
was confirmed when I was at CC. 
They’re all still going to be my family, 
and I didn’t leave on bad blood. I’m just 
going to miss all the guys there.

“But, at the same time, I’m looking 
forward to this new school I’m at and 
making new friends.”

If Chas lives up to the hype, all of this 
fuss will have been worth it. And if he 
does win Mr. Basketball his senior year, 
he’ll have coaches from both King and 
CC at the annual ceremony inside the 
Detroit Free Press’ office. Not even bad 
traffic will keep the Shamrocks from at­
tending that.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (g>folsom- 
brandonj.
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FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight line. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
16 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
eaustralianwordgames.com.au

Albury Euston Meal Renmark
Awed Fish Moama River
Boat Flow Monak Rods
Gallop Frogs Muddy Rugged
Canoe Gentle Murray Running
Carp Gol Gol Bridge Snag
Cast Grub Natya Swim
Cobram Irrigation Nets Weed
Dams Koondrook Nyah Weir
Downstream Lake Oumie Wodonga
Drink Line Party
Echuca Lure Race
Eels Mannum Relax

TODAY’S ANSWER
AeMj0}eM |epads v

Murray River country
E C H U C A L L 0 P W E E D A
K 0 0 N D R 0 0 K R I V E R E
A S Y R P E Y E C L 0 G L 0 G
L A I I N T S R U N N I N G D
H N M I R N 0 I T A G I R R I
K 0 L A A U R U G G E D A L R
R T P G R L W E I R 0 D S U B
A S W N S B L 0 M U D D Y R Y
M U I W F T 0 A L B U R Y E A
N E I R N I E C E F C A R P R
E M A E R T S N W 0 D E W A R
R A G L S A S H M A N N u M U
A Y T A N 0 L M T A M A 0 M M
C E C X R B E K A N 0 M c W A
E F R 0 G S E W 0 D 0 N G A Y
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KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 though 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single- box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

TODAY’S ANSWER
5 6 Z I 8 € L P 9
8 9 l P 6 L Z £ 9
L P e Z 9 £ l 6 8

e 8 L 6 9 Z P 9 I

9 6 L P I £ 8 Z
Z l P 9 £ 8 6 9 L
6 Z 9 8 L P 9 I £
l £ 8 5 Z 6 9 L P
P L S e l 9 8 Z 6

8 5 4
9 5 1

3 1 4 7 2
8 3 4 2

8 3 9 5
1 4 5 9

9 6 2 4 7
5 7 4
6 7 2

(CP) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM I SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022 I SB

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Former members 

of the OfficeMax 
family

7 Highly attuned 
to others

15 Night bright light 
sight

16 Dental procedure
17 Shrink
18 “Uh-uh”
19 Ad Council 

creation
20 Indication
22 Sleep-Eazy, on 

The Simpsons
23 Dated “dude”
26 Western union
28 Fair-weather 

friend
29 Nouveau 

antonym
30 Young buck
32 Freighter hazard
33 Adds up to
35 Small shake
37 Sales promotion 

phrase
41 One highly 

attuned to others
42 “I think this is 

enlightening ...” 
text

43 Short cut
44 Fly on a lake
46 Not handy
50 Secure
51 Over there
52 Frequent Poirot 

portrayer
54 Get out of
56 Chow chow
58 HMO members
59 Resort near 

San Diego
61 Limited
64 Timex alternative
65 Stand in the 

kitchen

66 Owlet, for 
instance

67 Tartar sauce 
tidbits

DOWN
1 World Chess 

champion, 
1975-85

2 Breakfast 
that’s a Swiss 
supper

3 Game room
4 Joey of fiction
5 Start to cycle
6 Dance or dip
7 Bird _
8 Heretofore
9 Don’t keep up

10 Takes in
11 Irons’nephew in 

House of Gucci
12 Way off

13 Take advantage 
of big discounts

14 Plant regulated 
by the EPA

21 Construe
24 Charge you 

shouldn’t have 
to pay for

25 Rigorous
27 Worked up
31 In motion
32 Mid-’60s name 

in the news
34 One with a 

Mexico City 
museum

36 Send in or out
37 Rallying cry of 

the 2000s
38 Sloth or skunk
39 Far from content
40 Need scraping, 

perhaps

45 Japanese 
eel meal

47 Escarole alias
48 Surname 

meaning 
“doorkeeper”

49 They’re often up 
against the wall

51 What Ebert 
called
“Streisand’s 
dream movie”

53 The origin of 
civilization

55 Oarer’s
encouragement

57 Extended
60 NHL Western 

Conference 
team

62 Turnaround for 
60 Down

63 Cut short
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TODAY’S
ANSWER
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; v ’■ -" ( Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48154

Hear more. 
Do more. 
Live more.
Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a 
quite conversation, or a secret meant for your 
ears only, your hearing is important - the team 
at Hear Michigan is dedicated to providing 
exceptional hearing solutions to suit your 
needs, lifestyle, and budget.

Free
Hearing Test

Expires 7/31/22

Hearing Aids 
as low as

$695 each
•Economy level Star key 100% rechargeable digital 

technology + $250 one-year service agreement 
Cannot combine with any other otters and excludes 

insurance buys.
Expires 7/31/22

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., #1 
#1, St. Clair Shores, 

MI 48082

Hear Michigan
Hear Michigan 

Formerly Advanced 
Hearing Instruments 

17425 Fort Street, 
Riverview, MI 48193

Helping you hear better.
Give us a call: 866-857-7739

HEAR MICHIGAN

LIMITED-TIME SPECIAL OFFER
FOR QUALIFIED .BUYERS '

- mmmm PAY NOTHING UNTIL

*1500 2023INSTANT REBATE Mm MM
‘Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only. Financing available from GreenSky LLC 
for qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 6124. For deferred interest plans, interest accrues during the promotional period abut all 

Interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full before the end of the promotional period. $ 1500 off installed shower purchase.

NEW BATH 313-241-9145



Classifieds To advertise, visit:

classifieds.hometownlife.com

I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

POWERED BY

ZipRecruiter
Your online employment marketplace.

jobs.hometownlife.com

844.588.9440

MichiganJobs@gannett.com

Inflation Soared in May, Breaking
Another 40 Year Record

iiji
1 >m

ZipRecruiter.com

With prices going up 1% in a 
single month, toda/s Con­
sumer Price Index report 
suggests that high inflation will last 

longer than once expected. Inflation 
approaching double digits will likely 
put pressure on the Federal Reserve 
to be more aggressive on rate hikes.

Overall, prices soared 8.6 per­
cent for the 12 months ending May, 
the largest 12-month increase since 
1981. And core inflation (which ex­
cludes volatile food and gas prices) 
increased 0.6% month over month, 
same as last month—and 6.0% com­
pared to this time last year.

In recent months, we’ve also seen 
durable goods inflation fall but core 
services inflation pick up. Since ser­
vices make up a larger share of the 
economy and of the CPI, and since 
inflation has now broadened to un­
comfortably high rates in almost ev­
ery category, it is no longer predomi­
nantly a supply chain problem.

Food and Gas Prices Are Still 
on the Rise

Below are a few highlights from 
the report.

• Food prices saw double digit 
hikes, increasing at a 10.1% rate, the 
first increase of 10 percent or more 
since the period ending March 1981.

Prices for both food at home and 
food away from home picked up sig­
nificantly, to 11.9% and 7.4% respec­
tively.

• Despite easing the prior month, 
gas prices surged again, increasing 
48.7% over the year. Since energy is a 
common input in every single indus­
try, the impact of high energy prices 
on consumers is not limited to their 
vehicles’ gasoline consumption.

Inflation Has Broadened and In­
creased for Services and Shelter

• The services price index went 
up by 5.7% year over year. Since ser­
vices account for about 60% of the 
consumer basket, recent price hikes 
in services weigh heavily on con­
sumers.

• Inflation is now broader than 
what many initially thought, and 
unlikely to fall simply with the res­
olution of international factors, such 
as the Ukraine war and China’s lock- 
downs.

• The largest price jumps were in 
shelter (5.5%) and used car prices 
(16.1%). The shelter index increased 
0.6 percent in May, the largest 
monthly increase since March 2004. 
Under shelter, both rent (5.2%) and 
house prices (5.1%) went up around 
the same level, and have yet to 
slow down in response to interest 
rate hikes.

• Airlines prices soared 12.6% in 
a single month, following an 18.6% 
increase in April. Even though their 
impact on overall inflation is not 
high, consumers are feeling the 
pinch as they try
to book summer
vacations
following
two years
of staying
home.

High
Inflation Is 
Eroding Wage 
Growth. Real 
Wages Are Down 
3.4% Compared to 
Last Year.

• With inflation
standing at 8.6%, 
real wages—income
that employees get after infla­
tion is taken into account—are 3.4% 
lower than last year.

• A record-tight labor market is pro­
ducing the highest nominal pay gains 
in decades, but U.S, workers are still 
seeing the purchasing power of their 
paychecks diminish.

Wage-Price-Spiral; Are We There 
Yet? Not Yet

• As of May 2022, both level and 
momentum of the Kansas FED labor

i

market conditions 
indicator (LMCI) 
stay on the posi­
tive side, suggesting that we are still 
not in a wage-price spiral, yet.

• However, the momentum of the 
LMCI is getting closer to the critical 
zero line, suggesting that we might 
be at the verge of wages starting to 
put upward pressure on already high 
price tags.

JOBS ZipRecruiter'
Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

J Cemetery Lots
Parkview Memorial Cemetery, 2 
grave plots on roadside, side by side, 
$3200 0 80 . 419-705-8112

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
AGRICULTURAL/FARMING SERVICES

Agricultural/Farmine Services 
OWN TILLABLE AND 

TIMBER LAND? Earn $3000-$5,000 
every year. #1 Hunting Lease 

Company in America. Upfront 
payments from hunters. Base Camp 

Leasing) (888)871-1982

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.

Call 1-866-495-1709

Find
what

you
want
in

CLASSIFIED!

Multi-Property AUCTION
Bid Online at NOON July 25 - August 31 www.BippusUSA.com

Starting Bid $10,000.00

3 Bed, 1 Bath Home - Fixer Upper
11331 Grandville Ave. | DETROIT, Ml 48228
1,113±sf, Laundry in basement, Natural Gas Forced Air Heat, 

Basement, detached 1 space garage, .12± Acres

3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Brick Ranch home
11014 Denne Street | LIVONIA, Ml 48150

1,561±sf One Story Brick Ranch home, Fireplace, 
954±sf Basement, crawl space, 2 space attached garage, 

NGFA Heat & Cool .47± Acres

2 Bed, 1.5 Two Story Brick Colonial
20977 East Street | SOUTHFIELD, Ml 48033

1,175± sf Two Story Brick Colonial, Built 1900, 2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, 
Living room, Kitchen, Den, Laundry, Basement, crawl space, 2 Space 

Garage (24,x27,)/ Natural Gas Forced Air Heat, .48± Acres

BippusUSA .com
For Detailed Info Visit Our Website

www.BippusUSA.com [Sj
John Bippus AARE CAI CEB GRI, Broker/Auctioneer

SELL IT BUY IT
cars pets
garage sales instruments
tickets jewelery
antiques furniture
motorcycles auctions
computers collectibles
boats jobs
sports appliances
equipment yard sales
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More ways 
to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to 

update your account information, report delivery 

issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 

digital account or address any questions and 

concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

0

0

©

Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a description of 
the issue and the next available representative 
will call you back rather than waiting on hold.

Live Chat
Converse directly online with a 

representative.

Email
This option gives you the opportunity to 

leave more details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 1
subscription services, member benefits and 

more.

help.hometownlife.com


