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Canton basketball in search of 
‘next man up’ as districts begin
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Garden City buys Schoolcraft’s Radcliff Center
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Garden City is buying Schoolcraft 
College^ Radcliff Center with plans to 
turn the facility into a community build­
ing.

Its city council recently voted to pur­
chase the 15.89 acre property and some

equipment for $210,000. Schoolcraft 
will close the center in July. The Radcliff 
Center is roughly two times the size of 
the Maplewood Community Center, 
which Radcliff will replace.

Tve had a lot of people come up to 
me excited that we get to repurpose this 
building,” Councilman Brian Earle said. 
“We’ve looked at redoing the Maple­

wood Center, and it's just a ridiculous 
amount of money. So, Tm excited to get 
in here.”

The purchase has been in the works 
for about six months. The Radcliff Cen­
ter, 1751 Radcliff Street, is Schoolcraft's 
only facility outside the City of Livonia 
and serves as a health-focused campus.

The Radcliff Center houses School­

craft's pharmacy, health technology and 
EMT programs. After this semester, the 
three programs will move to the Livonia 
campus so students in all of School­
craft's health programs me learning in 
the same space.

“We're very pleased that the Radcliff 

See CENTER, Page 2A

Merrill DeRose has been named the top adaptive physical education teacher in the state by SHAPE Michigan.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Plymouth-Canton adaptive 
PE teacher earns elite award
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It takes a special kind of person to ex­
cel as a physical education teacher 
whose classes consist entirely of stu­
dents with autism, cognitive impair­

ments and physical disabilities — espe­
cially during a restrictive pandemic.

Count Plymouth-Canton Schools 
educator Merrill DeRose among this ex­
traordinary group.

Earlier this year DeRose was named 
the recipient of SHAPE Michigan's

Adaptive Physical Education Teacher 
of the Year, an award that goes annu­
ally to an educator who “serves as a 
positive role model, epitomizing per­
sonal health and fitness, enjoyment of

See AWARD, Page 2A

Madonna 
University 
investigating 
conduct of 
2 coaches
Shelby Tankersley H6metownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

An investigation continues five 
months after student athletes at Ma­
donna University alleged inappropri­
ate behavior from two coaches over­
seeing female sports programs.

The two men, Volleyball and Soft- 
ball Head Coach Jerry Abraham and 
Volleyball Assistant Coach Brian 
McClain, have been the subject of a Ti­
tle IX investigation and on paid leave 
since October. The investigation is be­
ing conducted by a third party and is 
ongoing.

“We took these complaints serious­
ly and followed all legal requirements 
for investigation and determination,” 
the university said in a statement. 
“The complaints were promptly 
turned over to a team of independent 
investigators to determine the facts 
and to comply’ with the Title DC re­
quirements of a hearing.”

Title DC protects students from sex- 
based discrimination. Most Title DC in­
quiries take roughly two months, a 
university attorney said, but can take 
longer based on the nature of allega­
tions. Madonna's investigation is en­
tering its sixth month.

The private university declined in­
terview requests with Acting Presi­
dent Ian Day or Athletic Director Scott 
Kennell, citing the inquiry's ongoing 
status. Abraham also declined an in­
terview. McClain is no longer listed as 
a coach on the university's website.

David Boyd, chair of Madonna's 
board of trustees, said the board is un­
involved in the investigation and all 
decision making has come from uni­
versity administration.

“the board has very much a strate­
gic, supervisory perspective,” he said.

See COACHES, Page 2A
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Staff shortages cause of Livonia snow removal delays
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Wayne County staffing shortages led to situations like this, where considerable amounts of snow still covered the lanes of 
Eight Mile east of 1-275 about 10 a.m. Feb. 18. john heider/hometownlife.com

There's been a noticeable difference 
between Livonia local and Wayne Coun­
ty roads when it comes to snow removal 
this year.

Residents have complained it takes 
days for Wayne County to clear its roads 
after significant snow fall. People have 
described some of the city's major 
(county maintained) roads, like Five 
Mile and Farmington roads, as legiti­
mately dangerous after a snow storm.

On top of that, recent warmer tem­
peratures have created the worst pot­
hole season Michigan has seen in years.

“I know there's deep frustration with 
the potholes at this moment," Wayne 
County Commissioner Terry Marecki 
(R-Livonia) said. “I hope we see im­
provements every day with the new 
Wayne County plan. Many of these 
roads just need to be replaced."

Marecki, along with Livonia Mayor 
Maureen Miller Brosnan, visited a re­
cent Livonia city council meeting to dis­
cuss why snow removal has been so 
sparse this season and how the county 
plans to tackle pothole issues.

In a typical year, 19 trucks and drivers 
are assigned to clear snow from road­
ways in Livonia, Northville and Canton.

This year, there's nine.
Wayne County is down 61 plow driv­

ers due to staffing shortages, Marecki 
said, and private contractors rarely offer 
the kind of scale a county needs. Cities, 
which have their own roads to plow, 
aren't always able to help either. The 
county is responsible for 2,500 miles of 
roadway.

"This is a higher skilled job,” she said. 
“If s not a job where you can pull an em­
ployee from another area in Wayne 
County and ask them to drive a plow 
truck.”

According to Marecki, the county is 
discussing options regarding how it can 
handle a staffing shortage if it happens 
again next winter. Livonia's council vot­
ed to discuss potential partnership op­
portunities in a committee meeting — 
an idea Brosnan has also floated.

Unlike snow removal, Marecki said 
Wayne County is able to enlist extra 
help to fill potholes, both inside and out­
side its own staff. The county has con­
tracted three private firms to provide 10 
extra crews through the end of May. The 
crews will fill potholes six days a week.

Todd Zilincik, Livonia's city engineer, 
noted the city is also working to patch

things up as fast as possible on locally- 
controlled roads like neighborhood 
streets and Newburgh Road.

"Our cold patch crews were out this 
weekend,” Zilincik said. “There's patch 
crews out there working diligently to fill 
those potholes ... We do appreciate the 
residents’ patience.”

Marecki, Brosnan and other city offi­

cials encouraged people to report pot­
holes to Wayne County by calling 1-888- 
762-3273. People can also download the 
new “City of Livonia” app on their 
smartphone to report issues online.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Merrill DeRose, right, with sisters Lindsay (left) and Katee.
COURTESY OF MERRILL DEROSE
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activity and sensitivity to the needs of 
students ” the association’s website 
states.

“I was shocked, to be honest,” De- 
Rose said, recounting the moment she 
was told she had won the award. “If s 
not something you think is going to 
happen. As teachers, we don't go into 
the profession necessarily for the ac­
colades; we do it because we want to 
teach our youth to be good people and 
help them learn.

“Ifs nice to know other people are 
noticing what you're doing.”

Plymouth-Canton Schools Second­
ary Education Supervisor Dennis 
McBride said DeRose is an effective 
educator due in large part to the “te­
nacity, grit and humor” she brings to 
the gym.

“When you go into her classroom 
and observe, if you don't smile, there's 
no place that can make you smile,” 
McBride said. “Merrill is a phenomenal 
individual and a treasure for our dis­
trict.”

Pursuing a challenging field like 
adaptive physical education was a 
natural choice, revealed DeRose, who 
has a sister with severe cerebral palsy 
(Katee) and another who is an educa­
tor (Lindsay).

“I always thought I'd be a physical 
education teacher, then a grant was of­
fered through Western (Michigan Uni­
versity) for adaptive P.E., so I was like, 
‘all right, let's do this',” she said. “I like 
that every day is different; you never 
know what you're going to get. There's

a surprise factor that I like. I also work 
with a really good staff of fellow teach­
ers and para-pros.”

A native of Farmington Hills and resi­
dent of Livonia, DeRose currently 
teaches classes at Liberty Middle 
School and Salem High School. She also 
serves as a coach for three of the dis- 
tricfs unified sports teams (basketball, 
bocce ball and bowling).

“I try to keep my classes as consistent 
with the other general education phys­
ical education classes,” DeRose said. “I 
mix in everything from swimming units 
to basketball skills, dancing and cardio 
drumming. The main goal is to get the 
students moving.”

DeRose admitted virtual learning 
during the heart of the pandemic was 
not ideal for her job.

“First of all, physical education class­
es aren't meant to be taught online,” she 
said, smiling. “It was tough at times 
coming up with interesting activities 
that kept the students engaged on their 
computers as a lot of my students can't 
maneuver technology on their own.

“But we did the best we could. Most 
days went pretty well and we got the 
kids moving, which is always our ulti­
mate goal.”

Although non-teaching observers 
and parents of her students consider 
what DeRose and her peers do as ex­
traordinary, she maintains a humble at­
titude.

“We go to work every day and do 
what we love,” she said. “When you love 
what you do like I do, I'm not even sure 
I'd call it work.”

Coaches
ContihQbd from Page 1A '
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“Thg board is informed when these se­
rious processes ,are entered into, but 
from an operational standpoint, the 
board is not involved.”

Abraham and McClain missed 
2021's volleyball season, and Abraham 
is missing the current softball season. 
In their absence, other coaching staff 
have led the programs.

The college is also searching for a 
new chief administrator following for­
mer President Michael Grandillo's 
sudden retirement in late February. 
Boyd said he's thankful for Grandillo's 
service to Madonna, and the board is 
planning to launch a national search 
for a new president.

A university spokesperson said 
Grandillo's retirement, which became 
effective the same day it was an­
nounced, is unrelated to the investiga­
tion. The former president cited “rela­
tively minor” health concerns as the 
reason for his abrupt exit, the univer­
sity said

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelbyjtankk.
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Center will continue to serve the Gar­
den City community in a new way for 
many years,” said Schoolcraft Presi­
dent Glenn Cemy.

One resident expressed concern 
that the city would close its library, 
which is inside the Maplewood Center, 
which council didn't address. The li­
brary is looking to raise $100,000 to 
build a standalone facility for itself, an 
effort supported by the USA Today 
Network, of which Hometown Life is a 
part.

The city will do some renovations to

|

The Schoolcraft College Raddiff 
Center in Garden City-will close in July. 
The city plans to turn it into a 
community center.
COURTESY OF SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE

the building, including asbestos remov­
al, cleaner power sources and a poten­
tial new entrance. City Manager Doc 
Dougherty said he feels the building is 
in good shape, but it won't reopen to the

% % f|f

public as it is.
“There’s a possibility of an additional 

gymnasium”he said. “There's a smaller 
gymnasium there that does not have 
basketball courts — it's more of a stage. 
We're also looking at possible senior 
luncheons, daddy daughter dances, 
puppet shows and other things.”

Council unanimously supported the 
purchase and many members noted 
their own excitement to see what comes 
from the redevelopment.

"I just think if s a wonderful opportu­
nity for Garden City to move forward 
into the future,” Mayor Pro Tern Pat 
Squires said. “I'm proud to be part of it.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelbyjtankk.
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Livonia Salvation Army store KSS118 
expansion, renovations begin jlflilS
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Major renovations are finally coming 
to Livonia's Salvation Army store after 
years of delays.

Originally announced in 2019, plans 
to renovate the store at 33600 Plymouth 
Road were delayed due to the C0VID49 
pandemic. Those plans will finally be­
come a reality in March, said Envoy Jac- 
qulynn Idzior, administrator for busi­
ness for the Salvation Army Adult Reha­
bilitation Center for Southeast Michi­
gan.

“This project is like 11 years in the 
making. Tm so excited to start,” she 
said. Tm just excited for the construc­
tion to finally be kicking off. This just 
gives us something to look forward to.”

The renovations will include plenty 
of new features, including LED lighting, 
a high efficiency heating and cooling 
system, bathrooms, flooring and more. 
The work will also result in a new dona­
tion center at the site.

The project will see the shop expand 
west into the former Italian restaurant 
space, which will also be part of the ren­
ovations. The store will continue to op­
erate while work takes place.

“It will be very congested, but we will 
remain open during construction,” Id­
zior said. “We're hoping that this first 
phase one of the construction will be 
done mid-to late summer.”

The goal is to have the entire store 
completed sometime in the fall, she 
said. Once completed, Idzior said the 
store will closely resemble the Salvation 
Army store in South Lyon.

Donations will still be accepted at the 
center and items will remain for sale, 
though the selection will be a more cu­
rated assortment of goods at the shop.

“They're going to be extra selective 
about what they're putting out,” Idzior 
said. “I hope that our customers are still 
going to have great things to choose 
from.”

The Salvation Army stores have been 
impacted by the economic issues all 
businesses have seen. Item pickup has 
been suspended due to a lack of drivers.

Construction has already begun inside the Salvation Army store in Livonia.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNL1FE.COM

The Salvation Army Thrift Store at 
33600 Plymouth Road in Livonia.

Idzior said, and some stores across the 
region have had to close their doors. 
That includes the store at Telegraph and 
Joy in Dearborn Heights, right on the 
border with Redford Township.

Hours have also beeii impacted as 
well: instead of being open for 12 hours a 
day, the Livonia store is currently open

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Sat­
urday, with donations being accepted 
Tuesday through Saturday.

Idzior said they also hope to reopen 
the fitting rooms at the Livonia store 
after the renovations, which has also 
been closed due to staffing issues.

Proceeds from the store and others 
in southeast Michigan support the 
Salvation Army's Southeast Michigan 
Adult Rehabilitation Center in Detroit, 
which assists those seeking recovery 
from drugs and alcohol.

“The adult rehabilitation center ac­
tually is a six month program for men 
and women struggling with drug and 
alcoholism addition,” Idzior said. “Do­
nors and the shoppers, this is what 
funds our entire program.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

Courtesy of Farmington Hills Police Department

The Farmington Hills Police Depart­
ment, in partnership with Beaumont 
Health, is offering one free Deterra 
pouch per person available from the 
front desk at police headquarters at 
31655 W. Eleven Mile Road.

Deterra pouches offer an easy way 
to safely dispose of unneeded or ex­
pired medications at home.

Using a simple three-step process, 
the Deterra Drug Deactivation System 
permanently deactivates any medica­
tion, including opioids.

Each Deterra pouch has a water- 
soluble inner pod containing activated 
carbon. Drugs are placed in the pouch, 
warm water is added, then the pouch is 
sealed, shaken, and disposed of in the 
regular trash.

Each pouch deactivates 45 pills, six 
ounces of cream or liquid, or six patch­
es, rendering them inert and non-re- 
trievable.

As a precaution, Deterra should be 
kept out of the reach of children and 
pets as the medication is deactivated.

Deterra is safe for the environment 
and helps keep drugs out of the water 
system. It is recommended that drugs 
NOT be disposed of in toilets or sinks.

Most importantly. Deterra helps 
keep unneeded medications away 
from teens and young adults.

The National Safety Council reports 
that teens are more likely to abuse pre­
scription drugs than illegal street 
drugs, with 70% of them getting drugs 
through friends or relatives.

The Farmington Hills Police Depart­
ment also participates in Operation 
Medicine Cabinet, where anyone may 
use the drop box in the lobby available 
24/7 to dispose of prescription pills.

Participants are asked to leave their 
names with officers at the Command 
Desk, who will deposit the pills in an 
envelope before putting them in the 
drop box.

To leam more about Deterra, go to 
www.detenasystem.com or watch a 
YouTube video at www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=VlRxmAMWKOU.

Living in pain?
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People watch as firefighters from multiple departments clean up equipment and put out hot spots Feb. 18 at Oakland Hills Country Club in Bloomfield Township. 
KELLY JORDAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Oakland Hills clubhouse rains challenge fire inspectors
Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

It was one of Michigan's largest 
wooden structures and modeled after 
George Washington's historic mansion 
at Mount Vernon.

More than 24 hours after the Feb. 17 
momentous fire that destroyed the his­
toric Oakland Hills County Club club­
house, firefighters were still pouring 
water Friday afternoon on “hot spots," 
trying to keep the piles of century-old 
timbers from reigniting.

They'd spent the entire night on the 
scene at Maple Road just east of Tele­
graph in the heart of Oakland County's

affluence, officials said Friday. At the 
Scune time, local firefighting veterans 
were looking ahead.

The Bloomfield Township Fire De­
partment was forming a team of inspec­
tors, to include experts from the Oak­
land County Sheriff's Office and from 
multiple insurers that are said to have 
provided coverage for the venerable 
clubhouse. Bloomfield Township Fire 
Marshal Peter Vlahos predicted they'd 
end up conducting “one of the most ex­
tensive investigations that I've ever 
been involved with” in the community 
of more than 42,000 residents.

Yet, already both Vlahos and his boss 
— Fire Chief John LeRoy — said they be­

lieve that the cause of the blaze may 
never be known. Like most commercial 
buildings, the clubhouse was equipped 
with ceiling-mounted sprinklers which, 
when triggered by smoke, begin spray­
ing sheets of water. Still, the clubhouse 
sprinklers had been unable to quench 
the fire, LeRoy said.

The fire's origin and initial spread 
“may have been in the walls and be­
tween the floors, so the sprinklers 
couldn't get at it," LeRoy said. The initial 
911 call for the fire came at 9:17 a.m. 
Thursday after a cook smelled smoke in 
the kitchen, although it's unknown 
whether the fire started there, LeRoy 
said.

His dire prediction: “We'll probably 
never know what truly happened, the 
damage is so far advanced."

The piles of ancient smoldering tim­
bers are so daunting that fire inspectors 
will be challenged to survey the ruins, 
Bloomfield Township Fire Marshal Peter 
Vlahos told the Free Press. Likewise, 
Vlahos also said he was doubtful that a 
cause would be pinpointed.

“We're going to have to use some 
heavy machinery" to move debris so 
that inspectors can get to the bottom of 
the fire's trail of evidence, Vlahos said.

And when they get there? Clear evi­
dence of the fire's cause may well have 
gone up in smoke.
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Livonia will ask voters 
to approve local roads tax 
during August election

Merriman and Five Mile are under the 
jurisdiction of Wayne County. Having a 
local roads tax does, however, allow Li­
vonia to partner with Wayne County to 
streamline repairs on county roads.

Livonia is responsible for a few major 
roads, however, including Schoolcraft 
Road and Newburgh Road.

“Ifs critical for us to continue on in 
keeping up the subdivision streets," city 
Engineer Todd Zilincik said. “Over 40 
years, those deteriorate or need repairs. 
So, this is a critical element of our tool­
box to help continue the fight.”

Priority areas where the millage will 
fund repairs this year include School­
craft Road and a section of West Chi­
cago Road between Harrison and Ink­
ster roads.

Zilincik argued a relatively small tax 
helps keep the roads safe and saves 
drivers repair costs that can come with 
hitting a large pothole. It reduces law­
suits related to roads and sidewalks.

Should the millage proposal fail, Zi- 
lincik estimates the city wotdd have to 
cut its road efforts in half.

"There's always no money to fix the 
roads, right?” he said. “It goes to Wash- 
ington and then you have to beg and 
plead. But with this, people can come to 
the roads committee and we get those 
concerns addressed.

"In the end, we all benefit from hav­
ing good roads. It reduces accidents, im­
prove safety and, hopefully, increase 
home values.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
(3>shelby_tankk.

Online dating scams 
aimed at senior citizens 
have similar red flags

There's no doubt that the C0VID49 
pandemic has taken a toll on pur society. 
Not oiily has there been a financial cost, 
but it has also taken a toll on people's 
health. There have also been many in­
dustries and businesses that have done 
very well during the pandemic.

Not surprisingly, scam artists have 
done particularly well, especially those 
that perpetuate lonely-heart scams. In 
factj according to the Federal Trade 
Commission^ last year lonely-heart 
scams sutged by 80 percent and finan- 
cial loSses to Americans were over one 
bilUbn doUms. Unfortiihately, it appears 
that this ye'ar we will sei another record.

Typically, scam artists use dating 
apps to perpetuate thpir fraud- Al­
though lonely-heart sc,aims can target 
anyone, it appears that scam artists dis­
proportionately seek put seniors. They 
identify widows who are seeking com­
panionship through ope of these web­
sites. Not only are scam artists good at 
identifying their targets, they are also 
very patient in reeling them in. Because 
so many of these crooks live abroad, it is 
often difficult to catch and penalize 
them.

Typically, the goal of these scams is 
to convince you to send them money. 
Money can be in the form of a check, re­
funding a debit card, a gift card, or even 
crypto currency. The bottom line is that 
these scpm artists are trying to steal 
from you.,

Although scams are all a little differ­
ent, there are some consistent signs 
that should raise a red flag. One of these 
signs is the picture someone uses on 
their profile? Scam artists typically use 
pictures of incredibly attractive people. 
When meeting someone online, it is rec­
ommended to do a Google search of the 
picture to make sure it is legitimate and^ 
not a stock photo. Google Image search 
will allow you to see if the same picture 
exists on another website. If it does and 
has a different name or profile, you 
know you have a problem.

These crooks often profess that they 
have fallen in love with their victim, de­
spite never having met them in person. 
In fact, many times these scam artists 
will set up an in-person meeting but 
cancel at the last minute. In addition 
many of these crooks will try to alienate

If an online romance seems too good 
to be true, it probably is. getty images

you from your family and friends, and 
convince you not to talk about your rela­
tionship with them. These signs should 
raise a red flag.

Ultiinately, the purpose of these 
Scams is to get you to send them money. 
After they profess their love for you, 
they'll claim they have some sort of fi­
nancial or family emergency, and they 
need you to come to the rescue. Don't 
fall for it. You should never send money 
to anyone you meet online, particularly, 
someone you have not met personally.

Due to the pandemic, there are many 
people who are very lonely and are seek­
ing companionship. These people are 
prime targets for scammers. Therefore, 
if you have a loved one who falls into this 
category, it is important that you work 
with them to prevent them from being a 
victim.

We all are potential victims, and 
thus, need to be cautious. Be smart with 
what you post online. Never give your 
sensitive financial information to any­
one, particularly to someone you've 
only met online, and always be leery of 
anyone who asks you for money.

Remember that scam artists are good 
at what they do, and can be very con­
vincing. If you fall victim to a scam art­
ist, don't be embarrassed; rather, con­
tact the Federal Trade Commission and 
the police. You never know, there is an 
outside chance that they will catch the 
crooks and you may get some of your 
money back. However, even if you don't 
get your money back, the information 
you provide can help law enforcement 
protect others from these scam artists.

Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad­

visor. His website is www. bloomadvi- 
sors.com. If you, would like him to re­
spond to your questions, please email 
ricktipbloomadvisors. com.

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

This summer, Livonia will ask its vot­
ers to approve a 10-year tax that would 
pay for improvements to local roads in 
the city.

The city is responsible for 60.5 miles 
of major roads and about 312 miles of lo­
cal streets. Voters last approved the 
road tax in 2012 and it has, according to 
the city, paid for 74 miles worth of road 
repairs, nearly 5,000 trees and over 
5,400 sidewalk repairs. Voters first 
adopted the tax in 2002.

“This has been an amazingly suc­
cessful program for the first 20 years/' 
Councilman Scott Bahr said.

City council recently approved ballot 
language that will go before voters on 
Aug. 2 during the gubernatorial primary 
election. It's asking for a levy of 0.89 
mills, a slight increase to what residents 
pay now in a local roads tax.

A mill equates to $1 for every $1,000 
of taxable value on a property. Taxable 
value generally is one half a home's 
market value. So, a homeowner with a 
house worth $200,000 would pay about 
$89 annually for this tax.

The city currently brings in about 
$3,552,000 every year through its 
0.8773 mill levy. In 2012, voters ap­
proved an 0.89 levy that's been reduced 
because of Headlee Amendment roll­
backs. The Headlee Amendment re­
quires municipalities to adjust millage 
rates as property values rise.

The millage is not intended to fund 
repairs to county and state roads. Most 
of Livonia's biggest roads like Haggerty,

The
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Holocaust center showing film about 
all-Black women’s battalion in WWII

Soldiers of the 6888th Central Postal Battalion, an all-Black women’s unit deployed overseas during World War II, during a 
military parade in 1945 in Birmingham, England, courtesy of the Portsmouth athenaeum, doris moore photograph collection

Courtesy of the Zekelman Holocaust Center

As Allied Forces were winning WWII 
and liberating concentration camps in 
February 1945, U.S. troops and their 
families weren't receiving their mail. 
Enter the only all-black Women's Army 
Corps battalion to serve in Europe dur­
ing WWII, the 6888th Central Postal Di­
rectory Battalion — or The Six Triple 
Eight.

Despite facing racism and sexism 
from their own leadership and troops, 
these women served with honor, clear­
ing 17 million backlogged letters in three 
months, far quicker than the Army's six- 
month goal.

They were never fully recognized — 
until now.

The documentary film “The Six Tri­
ple Eight” by Lincoln Perry Films is 
about the real-life story of the 6888th 
Battalion.

The film is available for viewing any­
time March 1-9 on The Zekelman Holo­
caust Center website at holocaust- 
center.org, or from March 1-15 at the 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African 
American History website, thewright. 
org.

“The Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History is delighted to 
share the history of the 6888 Central 
Postal Directory Battalion, the only Afri­
can-American women's unit to serve 
overseas during World War II," said Jen­
nifer Scott, senior vice president of ex­
hibitions and programs at the Wright 
Museum. “Recognizing the roles of Afri­
can American women is deeply interwo­
ven in our mission of opening minds 
and changing lives."

Additionally, and in honor of Interna­
tional Women's Day on March 8, the 
filmmakers will hold a virtual discus­
sion of this incredible true story. Exec­
utive Producer James Theres, Producer 
Edna W. Cummings and Detroit Free 
Press columnist Nancy Kaffer will all be 
part of the discussion via Zoom. Regis­
tration for “The Six Triple Eight” virtual 
program is available at holocaust- 
center.org/Mguch.

James Theres is a writer for the De­
partment of Veterans Affairs and is an 
army veteran. He also is an independent 
filmmaker who has written, directed 
and produced three award-winning 
documentary films: “The 30th of May,” 
“The Hello Girls” and “The Six Triple 
Eight.”

Edna W. Cummings is a retired Army 
Colonel, business consultant and the 
producer of “The Six Triple Eight.” She is 
working to bring recognition to the bat­
talion, and to encourage the passage of 
the Six Triple Eight Congressional Gold 
Medal Act, through which the soldiers 
would receive Congressional Gold Med­
als.

“This is an incredible story of perse- 
vergmce and teamwork,” sgdd Sarah

Sgdtzman, director of events and public 
relations at the Zekelman Holocaust 
Center. “These women battled racism 
and sexism to do their duty and pull off a 
truly Herculegm feat. It is an honor to 
shgue their achievements with such dis­
tinguished guests.”

Community Pgutners are the Univer­
sity of Detroit Mercy Women's guid 
Gender Studies Program and Wayne 
State Gender, Sexuality and Women's 
Studies. Program Supporters are the 
PNC Foundation, Robin & Leo Eisen- 
berg, Lauri Ellias and Jgunes Murphy, 
Garry Kappy, Stewart Shear and Eric 
Billes.

For more information visit 
holocaustcenter.org or call 248-553- 
2400.

“This is an incredible story 
of perseverance and 
teamwork. These women 
battled racism and sexism to 
do their duty and pull off a 
truly Herculean feat. It is an 
honor to share their 
achievements with such 
distinguished guests.”
Sarah Saltzman
Director of events and public relations 
at the Zekelman Holocaust Center
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Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Ruth Carter Lewis
On Friday, February 11,

2022, Ruth Carter Lewis, 
loving wife and mother 
of four children, nine 
grandchildren, and one 
great grandchild, passed 
away at age 89.

Ruth was born on 
September 27, 1932, in 
Wheeling, West Virgin­
ia to Harlan and Lois 
(Boyd) Carter. She re­
ceived her bachelor’s degree from Marshall Uni­
versity in Himtingtori; West Virginia, and later had 
a career in the financial planning field. On June 
12,1954, she married Lynn L. Lewis. They raised 
three daughters, Deborah, Jennifer, and Cynthia, 
and one son, Stuart.

Ruth was passionate about being involved in her 
children and grand children’s lives and enjoyed 
travel and exploring new adventures and hobbies. 
She was admired by family and friends for her 
generous and loving nature. She was known for 
her warm smiles and words of encouragement, 
and her kind and compassionate spirit.

Ruth was preceded in death by her father, Har­
lan, and her mother, Lois, and siblings Harlan 
(Ted), Margaret and Mary Ellen, and her husband, 
Lynn. She is survived by her four children, Debo­
rah, Jennifer, Cynthia, and Stuart, nine grandchil­
dren, and one great grandchild. A family memo­
rial service is being planned to be held at Ruth’s 
childhood home, Everbreeze Farm, in Wheeling, 
West Virginia in the spring.

Cheryl Lee 
Summers

Cheryl Lee Sum­
mers, age 71, was born 
in Wayne, Mi on Jan­
uary 10th, 1951. She 
died surrounded by 
her family on Febru­
ary 19th, 2022. She 
was the beloved wife 
of Mark, her husband 
of 48 years. She was 
the loving mother of 
Keith(43), Jillian (41) 
and Erin(38). She was 
the proud grammy to 
Chase(8).

Cheryl was a kind, 
warm hearted woman, 
that could strike up 
a conversation with 
anyone. She loved to 
read and never passed 
up a chance to go for 
a drive on a summer 
day. She loved to sit in 
the park and discover 
new beautiful places. 
She loved her family 
and friends and want­
ed nothing but the best 
for them all. She always 
had a smile on her face. 
She will be extremely 
missed by all who knew 
her. We will love her 
forever and always.

Grace Fletcher Gordon
Grace Fletcher Gordon (July 8,1927 - February 

23,2022)
At 94 years young; Grace Fletcher Gordon parsed 

away at hbme in Blodmfield Mils on Wednesday,

her. She is preceded in death by her son, John Hiirt- 
er Gordon III of Covington, Louisiana (Deborah 
Broadwell Gordon of Mandeville, Louisiana). ‘Fletch’ 
is survived by her husband of 72 years Clayton Hill 
Gordon, M.D., her children Peter Fletcher Gordon,
M.D. (Paula Retamal Zamora) of Puerto Vallar- 
ta, Mexico and Susan Gordon Kern (Jeffery Loud 
Kern) of Aiken, South Carolina. ‘Grammie’ or ‘Ghiggy’ is survived by her 
grandchildren Jennifer Elizabeth Gordon (Sanjuel Ruesga) of Guadalajara, 
Mexico, John Hurter Gordon IV (Mary Kathleen Gordon) of Mandeville, 
Louisiana, Ian Fletcher Gordon (Caroline Hill) of Denver, Colorado, Clayton 
Gordon Kern of Royal Oak, Michigan, Mackenzie Gilchrist Kern of Royal 
Oak, Michigan, Paget Grace Kern (Jacob John Collins) of Arvada, Colora­
do; and by her great-grandchildren Sophia Ruesga Gordon, Emma Ruesga 
Gordon, and John ‘Hayes’ Gordon.

Grace Katherine Fletcher was born in Alpena, Michigan on July 8th, 1927 
to Katherine GilchrisLFletcher and Colonel Philip Kingsbury Fletcher. She 
attended McFee School in Alpena and graduated as a border from Dana Hall 
School in Wellesley, Massachusetts. She grew up riding horses on the beach 
of Michekewis Park, celebrating birthdays at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island where she watched Esther Williams swim in her famous movie scene, 
and sailing on Lake Huron. Gracie was the only girl to race against and win 
the all-boy summer regatta, leaving few sailor boys to remain her friends. She 
was Alpena’s Ice Queen with lifelong friends in her court, and she played her 
bugle in the annual Alpena parades with the American Legion Band. After a 
year at Hollins College in Roanoke, Virginia, Gracie lived in New York City 
where she graduated from Finch Junior College. She attended Mexico City 
College for a year with a major in Spanish; she was fluent in Gilchrist as well.

Gracie met her husband Clayton Gordon when he was a medical student 
studying with a summer job at Alpena General Hospital, and were married 
in Alpena at Trinity Episcopal Church on April 10th, 1950. Gracie and Clay 
made their home at The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan from 
1950 to 1957 with medical studies, a medical degree in surgery, football games 
and the welcoming of their three children. John Hurter Gordon III arrived 
in Ann Arbor, Peter Fletcher Gordon joined the family during the two years 
of Navy medical military stationed in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, and 
Susan Elizabeth Gordon completed the clan back in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Gracie was the perfect doctor’s wife, and the family settled in Birmingham/ 
Bloomfield Village, Michigan. As she was an involved parent with Detroit 
Country Day and Cranbrook Schools, and Christ Church Cranbrook. She 
was a lifelong member of The National Society of The Colonial Dames of 
America in The State of Michigan.

Gracie was active with sports and entertaining. She enjoyed bow hunting 
and fly fishing, snow skiing, paddle tennis, tennis, golf and gin rummy, all in 
good fashion! She was known to go skiing at Otsego Ski Club with matching 
ski pants, jacket and helmet in a different color for each day, and in Canada 
she arrived to her lesson in her brand new outfit matching all the instructors! 
There was the wedding where she arrived beautifully dressed and matching 
the bridesmaids! She carried it well! Among the many family dogs who hold 
endless stories, there was the schnauzer that could not be housebroken so 
Grade hired a dog psychiatrist to analyze him. It was the passerby who may 
havfe wanted the psychological assistance after driving their car off the road 
trying to identify the family leashed pet on a walk, it was Arnold the pet pig.

Gracie loved to play the piano, and her composition ‘Open My Eyes With 
Love’ was copy-written and played on the radio.

^d^years of vo^lunteefing in the community induded Pfovisibnal 
Chair and being a star onstage at the Junior League Follies for the Junior 
League of BiMiingham^Wh^eirthe JLB hosted the^Vfrginia Slims Tennis 
tournaments, Ann Hayden-Jories (Wimbledon 1969) and Pip Jones were 
house guests. Evening parties at the home included Billy Jean King, Francois 
‘Frankie’ Durr, Rosemary Casals, Kerry Melville, Karen Krantzcke, Betty 
Stove, Peaches Bartkowicz, and Margaret Court. The following year with 
the returning tournament, Ann and Pip Jones brought their guest room 
blessing for our dining room table centerpiece... Baby Pippa Jones. Gracie 
was the only‘blonde’ Cleopatra in history as she starred in the Orchard Lake 
Production of Caesar and Cleopatra. She was known to host formal teas for 
the boys at St Peter’s Home for Boys in Detroit where she became a Emeritas 
Board Member. Gracie founded Pretty Things to sell beautiful linens and 
travel accessories. She hosted numerous trunk showings representing Eleanor 
Beard of Hardinsburg, Kentucky and over 35 vendors at Sign of the Mermaid 
in Birmingham, and in Giftorama at Kingswood School Cranbrook. Gracie 
was an interior decorator, and we now know that airports and hospitals bolt 
down their furniture after years of Gracie rearranging furniture in waiting 
rooms to better accommodate family gatherings.

Tennis and golf included fun tournament winnings and remained prom­
inent activities surrounded with friends and family throughout her years 
and travels: Orchard Lake Country Club in Orchard Lake, Michigan; Royal 
Poinciana Golf Club in Naples, Florida; Camelback Inn Resort & Spa in 
Scottsdale, Arizona; and Coral Beach Club in Bermuda. Gracie and Clay 
shared wonderful stories from their trips to California and Italy with the F. 
A. Coller Medical Society, golfing from the riverboat going down the Dan­
ube, and off the Clipper Ship sailing around Scotland and Ireland. In 1994, 
they traveled and dined on the QE II with Dolly and Ben Wright, Walter 
Cronkite with Anne Moeller, Marge and Andy Rooney, Harold Stuart with 
Francis Langford, Robert Stack, and Herb Caen for the 50th celebration of 
The World War II Normandy Invasion in France. Annual visits to Bermu­
da were highlighted with Beach Terrace dinners hosting family Ann Jones 
Gordon (knighted by the Queen) and The Duchess Katherine and Duke 
Edward of Kent. Yet it was Coral Beach Club Room 6 where her legacy 
brings the biggest smiles. Upon arrival each year, Gracie would turn the 
red and orange flame stitch curtains around, decorating the room with the 
white curtain lining and giving highlight to the Birdsey artwork which had 
been re-hung into the room from the hallways. Each night as CBC guests 
gathered for cocktails, they would look up to view the now red and orange 
flame stitch curtains in Room 6 greeting their ocean terrace and know that 
the Gordons had arrived!

Gracie was synonymous with: ethereal, beautiful, elegance, charm, radiance, 
exceptional, loving, giving, generous, strong, brave, creative, great listener, 
humorous, a gift of sparkling light... this is only a beginning to a woman 
who lived life full of grace. She will be re-arranging the Heavens and we will 
forever recognize her talents with the beautiful clouds decorating glorious 
skies. We will hear her ‘YooHoo’s’ in the winds. Her legacy of Gracie-isms 
will endure for generations to share her love and laughter.

There will be a celebration of Grace Fletcher Gordon with a service at 
Pine Grove Cemetery in Alpena, Michigan in the springtime. Plans will 
include music from Bob Snyder of Marco Island, Gracie’s bugle and song, 
and a reception at Captain Phil Fletcher’s Alpena Yacht Club. Donations in 
her memory may be sent to the John Hurter Gordon III Endowment Fund 
at: Detroit Country Day School, 22305 West 13 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, 
MI 48025.

Sign Tribute Wall at AJDesmond.com
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In order to provide great service, 
we need great people!

COME JOIN THE FAMILY

■

NOW HIRING

iS§

Experienced Servers 
Experienced Kitchen Staff 

Flexible Schedule

Management Opportunities Available
Apply in person

K9
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servers-are
money, averaging over 

$25/hour with tips!
HHI Hi

T9

37646 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills 

(Corner of Halsted) 
248,994.4000

iAnfotUo*

+S ^^casannsoMimiamujr

2220 N. Canton Ctr. Rd. 
Canton

(Corner of Ford Road) 
734.981,9800

,A*ito*Ucte

26356 Ford Rd. 
Dearborn Heights 
Shopping Center 

313.278.6000

9924 Dix Ave. 
Dearborn

(Between Miller & Lonyo) 
313.842.2100

www. antoniosrestaurants. com

Boman Vulaa
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31735 Plymouth Rd. 
Livonia

( West of Merriman) 
734-513-8000 
No Banquets

m i % ffcdencdat*
All locations * unless specified. For details on each event visit www.anloniosrestaurants.com
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Go todur web site 
wwv‘'antoniosrestaurants-com 

for event updates.
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CELEBRATING ITALIAN 
OPERA & OPERA DAY 

alAntonios’s & Roman Village

LA
BOH&ME
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L/oman Villaa
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PICCOLO BISTORAWTE
.kugiero Promise Foundation is a 501C-3 organization. 
|i|gieropromisevorg

Performance of LA BOHEME 
April 2-April W at 

Detroit Opera House 
How do we go from tragedy to hope? 

From loneliness to love. Michigan 
Opera does just that - by presenting 

the classic opera in reverse order. 
Music by Giacomo Puccini 

PICK UP YOUR DISCOUNT 
VOUCHER/PROMO CODE AT 
ANY RESTURANT LOCATION 

March 14-April 10

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7TH
Italian OPERA DAY at 

Antonio's & Rowan Village

Where a portion of proceeds 
from each restaurant will be 
donated to Michigan Opera 

Theatre.

29th ANNUAL FEAST 
of ST. ANTONIO 

Celebrated Monday, June 13th
(Antonio’s locations only)

Donate what you can and enjoy a FRFF. lunch 
buffet from 11a.m.-3 p.nu 
or order qffthe regular priced menu 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
A portion of the proceeds benefit the 
COpuchin Soup Kitchen and 
Gleaners Community Food Bank.

FESTA DEL GELATO 
June 27th - July 3rd 

(Canton dr Livonia 
locations only )

Receive a 
FREE GELATO

when you dine with us, 
lunch or dinner.

(Diningroom ordyf 
Restaurant Closed July 4lh

BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 
‘I Month of October

Pizza boxes will be sportlngplnk.
$2 will be donated for everyldrgc Pizza 

, told Benefiting "Breast Cancer Care’ 
at St. Joseph's Mercy Health System; 

Supporting care of underserved women who 
are in need of treatment 

In memory of Fernanda Satitioni ~

The Rugiew Promise Foundation 
Benefiting the Michigan Medicine at 

University of Michigan 
We invite you to join us at the 

Charity Event of the Year!

Casino Royale Garni vale 2022 
In-Person

Saturday, October 8th
with

Killer Flamingo’s Band 
Ford Community & Performing Arts 

Center, Dearborn
' Professional Style Gaming | Strolling Supper 

Dancing | Entertainment 
Live & Silent Auctions | Prizes 

Benefiting Diabetes Research through the 
Antonio Rugkro Sr. Research Fund

One in ten Americans has diabetes and another 
80 million are at risk.

CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS DAY 
Monday, October Hfr

“In 1492, Christopher 
Columbus sailed the Ocean j 

Blue..." Order any entrie off the 
menu and pay $14.92, includes 

dessert ana a non-alcoholic 
beverage. Dine-in only, tax and 
gratuity not included, some exclusions apply.

Removing Ihe Colwnbus sMut does not rewte hianr.
To undeistond wiw are. h« need to know uiiere «e carne froTL

SALUTING OUR 
VETERANS 
Veterans Day,

Friday, November 11th 
AU past and present U.S. military receive 
50% off lunch or dinner. Beverages and 

gratuity are not included, US Military ID] 
is requested, (dinc-in only).

A donation will be made to VOerans Outreach 
Project of Southeast Michigan.

BENNY NAPOLEON’S 
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE 

benefiting Good Fellows,
“No Child Without a Christmas” 
November 26th - December 4th

In memory of Sheriff Napoleon and Ids ongoinefriatdship to 
Antonios we continue his node to provide every mid a Christmas! 

Please DROP an unwrapped toy at any Antonio’s location and it 
will be donated to "No Cmd Without a Christmas* bringing toys 

to underserved children. Thank you!

14th ANNUAL 
LUNCH 

^ SANTA!
Saturday, December 3d4 (Canton) 

Sunday, December 4,h (Dearborn Heights) 
Reservations will be taken after November P ay 
calling Samantha at (734) 981-9800 (Canton) and 

Brandon at (313) 27841000(Dearborn Heights)

Tickets $23 per person, Children 3 and under $8 Tax 
(6%) Gratuity (20%) will be added.

Each guest is required to bring an ummu 
toy or make a donation, and toys will be 
purchased lo benefit Benny Napoleon s 

Christmas Tdv Drive.
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SPORTS
Plymouth Christian senior signs with UM
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Scott Wiemer called college coaches. 
He emailed recruiting coordinators. 
He forwarded film and highlights. 
The second-year Lutheran Westland 

football coach had no trouble sending 
players to the next level at past stops.

They went to Wayne State, Northwood 
and Concordia-Ann Arbor, among other 
in-state programs. Some played for Di­
vision HI schools in Wisconsin. He even 
had connections with a few assistants 
at some of the local D-I schools.

Certainly, someone would want 
Wiemer's latest prospect, a 6-foot-7, 
220-pound defensive end with a motor

like JJ Watt's, a physicality like John 
Randle's and both the leadership and 
strength of Christian faith like Reggie 
White's.

But no one — not a SINGLE team — 
returned Wiemer's calls, emails or texts 
last fall.

No one wanted Chibikem Anwunah, 
the Plymouth Christian Academy senior

who participated in his school's co-op 
agreement with Lutheran Westland so 
that both small schools could even have 
enough players to field an 11-player 
team.

It was heartbreaking, actually.
So much so that Anwunah gave up on

See SIGNS, Page 2B

Our top 5 boys 
basketball 
teams: Week 7

Canton's Lake McIntosh tries to get a shot past a Hartland defender. Hartland won, 42-39. john heider/hometownlife.com

Canton in search of 6next 
man up9 as districts begin
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Who knows if Cole Vickers would've 
made the final shot, let alone even at­
tempted it, in Tuesday's Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association boys bas­
ketball championship game against 
Hartland.

But one thing is certain: The Ferris 
State signee would've been on the floor 
in at least some facet.

The senior guard is just too good to 
ride the pine in that situation. He could 
have drawn a double team to free up a 
teammate for a wide-open 3-pointer, or 
he could have set a screen at just the 
right time to create a shot that way.

Instead, though, Vickers sat on the 
bench. The best he could do was watch, 
and maybe even pray a little, as Canton 
tried its best to send the regular-season 
finale to overtime.

Trailing by three points with 8 sec­
onds left, the Chiefs inbounded the ball 
in the backcourt to Lake McIntosh, one 
of the KLAA's best ball handlers and 
shooters.

The senior reached the top of the key, 
performed a crossover dribble to his left 
to get Hartland's Carson Conrad out of 
his way, briefly pump-faked and then 
got off an awkward 3 attempt.

The shot hit the front of the rim and 
the rebound landed right into the hands 
of Conrad, who held onto the ball for a

half-second before the final buzzer 
rang. Then Conrad launched the ball 
into the rafters above him. .

Hartland 42, Canton 39.
Vickers' view of the Eagles' celebra­

tion was blocked. He was sitting in the 
second row of the bench, just behind 
coach Jimmy Reddy arid teammate 
Devon Pettus. He had to stretch his 
neck up high and to to the left to even 
see Hartland's players pile up in front 
of the scorer's table at half court.

And then he briefly shook his head. 
He felt bad for his teammates.

Vickers wasn't on the bench be­
cause he was in foul trouble. He tore

See DISTRICTS, Page 3B
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It's the final week of the regular sea­
son, so that means if s the final Hoine- 
town Life boys basketball top-five poll.

Lefs take a look at how the last poll 
unfolded:

Note: These records are based on re­
sults from before Feb. 28.

1. Novi Dotroit Catholic 
Central (10-8,2-6 CHSL-Central) 
(Last week: No. 1)

What a turnaround story for the 
Shamrocks, who finished dead-last in 
the Central and cairie THIS close to 
winning the Catholic League tourna­
ment. After beatirig rival Brother Rice 
on Cooper Graggs' near buzzer-beater 
in the tournament opener, CC knocked 
off Warren DeLaSalle, which is never 
an easy feat, in the semifinals.

Only Orchard Lake St. Mary's stood 
in the Shamrocks' way at the end. Hats 
off to CC for the bounce-back effort. A 
runner-up finish is definitely some­
thing to be proud of achieving.

2. Birmingham Brother
Rice (12-6,5-3 CHSL-Central)
(Last week: No. 2)

All the Warriors could do after get­
ting bounced from the CHSL tourna­
ment was regroup and schedule some 
non-conference games to round out 
the regular season. To the surprise of 
no one, they didn't have trouble beat­
ing Royal Oak Shrine, one of the small­
er schools in the CHSL, on Saturday.

They have games against Detroit 
Lincoln King (not Detroit King!) arid 
Macomb Dakota left before heading to 
the district tournament where it faces 
an intense group of teams. Its bracket 
iricludes the likes of St. Mary's, West 
Bloomfield and Bloomfield Hills, all 
tough squads.

3. North Farmington (14-3,7-2 
OAA-Red) (Last week: No. 3)

The bad news is the Raiders aren't 
likely to win the Oakland Activities As­
sociation-Red this time around. Fern- 
dale has a two-game lead in the stand­
ings and both North and the Eagles 
have just two games left. It's unlikely 
Femdale drops two games.

The good news is North got a favor­
able draw for the district tournament. 
It looks like if s going to be the Raiders 
against Livonia Stevenson; in the 
championship. North should be fa­
vored to win that game. However, who 
knows which Spartans squad is going 
to show up. Stevenson senior Kenoly 
Jones just dropped 45 points to break 
the school record for most points 
scored in a single game.

See TOP 5, Page 3B
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playing college football completely. He 
decided he'd just pick a school that had 
a great dentistry program and put ath­
letics behind him. He could always play 
intramural sports or even try out for his 
future school's club basketball team (at 
6-7, he's thrown down plenty of dunks 
and alley-oops in PCA's gymnasium 
during his four years there).

But playing football, that was just go­
ing to be a fond memory he'd always 
hold deeply in his heart.

This past fall he helped the Warriors 
win their first league championship in 
their 37-year history. He guided them to 
an eight-win season for only the second 
time ever. He ensured they made the 
playoffs for just the fifth time, and not 
even the 1996 squad that also won eight 
games made it to the postseason.

Those were going to be Anwunah's 
biggest memories of playing the sport.

Or so that's what the senior thought 
until, in December, Wiemer heard from 
Albert Karschnia, the person responsi­
ble for getting Anwunah a preferred 
walk-on opportunity at Michigan.

From Africa to 
opponent’s backfield

Anwunah, the son of Nigerian immi­
grants, spent most of his life in Michi­
gan.

He attended early grade school at 
Canton Charter Academy before his 
parents thought it'd be best for him and 
his siblings to spend a year in Abagana, 
a Nigerian town not far from both the 
Niger River and the Gulf of Guinea, 
where his family is originally from.

“I hadn't spent much time in Nigeria 
before that,” he said. “So my parents 
thought it was a good idea for me and 
my sisters to stay there, embrace the 
culture and get a real feel for what if s 
like to be Nigerian.”

He spent the entire eighth grade in 
Africa before his parents allowed him to 
come back to the Canton area.

He was too old to return to Canton 
Charter Academy, so he enrolled at 
nearby PCA.

Athletic director Matt Windle will 
never forget the first time he saw Anwu­
nah walk into the building as a fresh­
man.

“He looked like he was 30 as a 14- 
year-old,” said Windle, who's also An- 
wuhalTs basketball coach;

He was already 6-5 and 190 pounds at 
that age. Win^lq couldn’t wait to get hjm, 
in the gym and have him battling in the 
paint for rebounds and blocks.

And, surely, he'd be a good fit on the 
football team, too, right?

Anwunah actually didn't have any 
experience playing the sport, plus lots 
of his friends at PCA ran cross country 
during the fall. So that's what he decid­
ed to do, too.

“I thought that was really funny. He 
struggled in it,” Windle said. “In his first 
race, I think he was the last-place run­
ner out of everybody who ran the race.”

That was actually a 93rd-place finish 
at the Monroe Jefferson Invitational in 
2018. He finished in 24 minutes, 38 sec­
onds, which actually wasn't his worst 
time or finish of the season. He would be 
much slower later that fall.

But he also surprised himself with a 
personal best in the 5 kilometers during 
a sub-22-minute effort around Thelma 
Spencer Park in Rochester Hills at PCA's 
conference meet.

The most successful high school dis­
tance runners are about 5r8 and 140 
pounds — or the equivalent to just one 
of Anwunah's tree-trunk-sized legs.

Did no one really think to have the gi­
ant freshman give the gridiron a shot?

“...uh, no,” Anwunah laughed. “I just 
wanted to try out cross country.”

He finally wised up as a sophomore 
and tried out for football.

He wasn't that successful there ei­
ther. He lumbered around unathletically 
and it took a while for former coach Paul 
Guse and his assistants to figure out 
what to do with him.

He ended up getting reps at tight end.
“We always thought basketball was 

his sport,” Windle said. “Thafs what 
he's always played. He came into the 
school at 6-5 and with a freakish build. 
He spent the first two years trying to 
learn the position.

“He was getting some looks on de­
fense the last couple of years. But he 
didn't become a freak until this past 
season, and that's when things were 
starting to click for him.”

When Wiemer took oyer the program 
from Guse, he asked offeiisive coordina­
tor Steve Faith if there were any players 
he could build the program around.

Wiemer said Faith gushed over An­
wunah.

“Steve Faith was there and he said, 
'You're going to love this kid, and he's 
very raw,' and he did have a lot of raw 
talent,” Wiemer said. “But that did show

Plymouth Christian Academy senior Chibi Anwunah sits with his parents after signing as a preferred walk-on with the 
Michigan football team, courtesy of Plymouth Christian academy athletics

to block a punt by Advanced Tech's Derreaun Pok in 2021 at Lawrence Tech. Anwunah dunks against Ypsilanti
photos by bran don folsom/hoM ETOWNLiFE cdm “ ArboFFfepln December.
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“I’ve always had faith in keeping on doing what you do. If you know what you’re capable of, 
just pursue it no matter what and just have faith. That’s how I got my offer.”
Chibi Anwunah

you his athleticism, and he was making 
contributions early on. And he was 
smart. He started adapting very well.”

In just a year, Anwunah went from a 
novice to being unblockable.

Injuries on the team forced him to 
play middle linebacker in some games, 
but he certainly shined at defensive 
end. There wasn't a quarterback he 
couldn't sack. He threw around offen-. 
sive tackles like they were (traditional) 
cross country runners.

Plus, he became the Warriors' best 
blocker on offense, Wiemer said. When­
ever they ran the ball to his side of the 
line, the play was going to go for at least 
a first down.

He finished his senior year with 51 
tackles (31 solo, five for loss), five sacks, 
two fumble recoveries and one forced 
fumble.

That doesn’t count his effort on spe­
cial teams as a punt blocker either.

He went on to earn All-Michigan In­
dependent Athletic Conference first- 
team honors. But what he should've 
been earning was a scholarship to play 
college football.

’Keeping on doing what you do’

Karschnia was the director of player 
personnel at Central Michigan when he 
first saw Anwunah's highlights.

However, Karschnia never reached 
out to Wiemer or PCA about recruiting 
him to be a Chippewa.

That's because Karschnia was actu­
ally in the process of moving from Mt. 
Pleasant. to Ann Arbor, as Michigan 
hired him to be its new recruiting opera­
tions coordinator,

Wiemer said Karschnia was digging 
through his old notes from CMU when 
he found Anwunah's file.

Karschnia did his due diligence and 
called Wiemer to see where Anwunah 
was in the recruiting process.

“He saw Chibi's video and asked if 
he'd be interested in coming for a visit,” 
Wiemer said. “He wanted information 
about Chibi's grades, his family and his 
work ethic. I told him, ‘You won't find a

better individual than this kid.' He said 
that he had seen video of Chibi also 
playing basketball and said that they 
think they'll offer him a preferred walk- 
on once they got him up there for a visit.

“It just came out of nowhere.”
Wiemer couldn't believe it. He quick­

ly called Windle about getting a hold of 
Anwunah since it was PCA's Christmas 
vacation.

And wouldn't you know it: The An­
wunah family wasn't around. They had 
traveled to Nigeria for the holidays.

“I texted him and said, ‘Chibi, can you 
take a phone call right now? It's impor­
tant,' and I think we ended up doing a 
FaceTime voice call over wifi so it'd work 
out,” Windle said.

Although it was early in the day in 
Michigan, the Anwunahs were actually 
gathered around the dinner table in 
west Africa.

Anwunah was shoveling rice into his 
mouth with a fork when he heard Win­
dle's big news.

“You’re joking me?” said Anwunah, 
who dropped his fork in pure shock.

Tm not joking you,” Windle respon­
ded. “Well talk more when you get back, 
but the University of Michigan is offer­
ing you a preferred walk-on opportuni­
ty”

The Anwunahs returned to the states 
and quickly piled into their car and 
headed to Schembechler Hall. Anwunah 
made sure Wiemer was with him for the 
visit.

They toured the facility. Anwunah 
took pictures in some Michigan gear. 
The family even got to meet assistant 
Mike Elston, who coaches the defensive 
ends.

And then the offer came. Anwunah 
committed the foUowing day.

“I was in shock,” he said. “I was in the 
middle of eating some rice and the next 
thing you know I have a phone call with 
the recruiting coordinator at Michigan, 
and he said I should be scheduling a vis­
it. After the visit, he offered me officially, 
and I just couldn’t pass up the opportu­
nity.

“It's truly a blessing... It’s really crazy.

I've always had faith in keeping on doing 
what you do. If you know what you're 
capable of, just pursue it no matter what 
and just have faith. That’s how I got my 
offer.”

The next Nigerian in the NFL?

Obviously, Anwunah still has work to 
do.

An opportunity to play for U-M 
doesn't mean he will be the next best 
player in the Big Ten, nor does it make 
him a future NFL draft pick. He's a pre­
ferred walk-oh, so he's not even prom­
ised playing time.

Windle said Anwunah's foregoing his 
senior track season to focus on lifting 
weights and conditioning this spring, 
choosing to prepare for a career in foot­
ball over defending his league title in the 
high jump.

But the skies are the limit for Anwu­
nah. He has the work ethic to turn this 
opportunity into a Hollywood underdog 
sports movie.

Thirty Nigerians have played in the 
NFL, including eight who've played de­
fensive end or outside linebacker, the 
position he'll play with the Wolverines.

Whaf s more, the Wolverines are cur­
rently sending at least two of their de­
fensive ends to the NFL this spring in 
Dearborn Divine Child's Aiden Hutchin­
son and David Ojabo.

Ojabo, of course, is Nigerian, too.
“Ifs crazy, and ifs a blessing, too,” 

Anwunah said when asked about Ojabo. 
“I'm pretty sure he started in football 
pretty late, too, and Michigan shaped 
him into the player that he is. And he's 
about to be drafted.”

Anwunah is the first D-I football 
player to come out of PCA, a school that 
doesn't even have its own football team. 
And he might become its first NFL draft 
pick. Imagine if he hadn't quit running 
cross country three years ago. None of 
this would've been possible.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (ftfolsom- 
brandonj.
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The Canton bench cheers as coach Jimmy Reddy, right, gestures for his players 
on the court to get back on defense after a basket, john heider/hometownlife.com
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his left ACL and part of his meniscus 
playing against Hartland exactly two 
weeks earlier on senior night. Now he 
can’t even stand on his own without 
crutches.

After Canton dropped its first four 
games of the year, losing to some of the 
best teams in the state in Hamtramck, 
Detroit Renaissance, Warren DeLaSalle 
and Orchard Lake St. Mary’s, Vickers 
helped the Chiefs win 12-straight in the 
KLAA. They had to win their, last three 
games without him to preserve their 
perfect 14-0 record in the West as well as 
get by Dearborn in the KLAA semifinal.

Reddy has been telling his guys thaf s 
it’s all about "the next man up.” For the 
most part, that next man has been 
meeting that challenge each night, as 
the team tries to fill the void left behind 
with Vickers on the bench.

The loss to Hartland was its first in l6 
games. Now it needs to regroup with the 
Division 1 district tournament kicking 
off. It hosts park rival Plymouth in 
Wednesday’s semifinal. The last time 
these two squads met, it took a 15-point 
explosion by Vickers in the final four 
minutes to push the Chiefs past the 
Wildcats by only four points.

‘It’s definitely tough. If s been tough 
the past few days knowing that I can’t be 
out there,” said Vickers, who is slated to 
start physical rehabilitation on his knee. 
Tve just got to support the team as best 
as I can. I’ve just got to help coach them 
and stuff like that.

Tm kind of like a coach now, kind of 
like a cheerleader. I’m a player-coach. 
I’ve played out there with them, so it’s a 
lot easier to talk with them. I know what 
they’re going through.”

The Chiefs (15-5) have a talented ros­

ter. They’ve got the players to win a dis­
trict title.

They’ve just got to continue finding 
team chemistry.

Unfortunately for them, they just 
didn’t have that in the first half vs. Har- 
tland.

They scored just 11 points in the first 
two quarters (yes, seriously). They 
struggled to move the ball to find their 
bigs in the paint. Their shot selection 
was questionable at times. And, ulti­
mately, too many turnovers did them in.

One pass attempt was so off-the- 
mark it actually forced Reddy to turn 
around in disgust and kick over a chair.

“We’ve had some time to have the 
next man step up to kind of gel with the 
guys that we’ve got,” Reddy said. "To be 
honest, we’ve played great defense the 
last two weeks, even without Cole.

We’ve just had a couple of nights where 
we’ve had a tough time putting it into 
the hoop or having too many turnovers. 
Both of those things were true tonight.”

Canton found an extra gear in the 
second half and started chipping away 
at its 18-11 halftime deficit.

Caleb Williams scored all six of his 
points in the third quarter to make it a 
three-point game. That included him 
converting on a layup, scoring on a cut 
to the hoop and nailing a fadeaway jum­
per, all during the same 6-2 stretch.

And then Pettus scored down low off 
a dribble-drive from McIntosh to make 
it a 27-25 score entering the fourth.

Dante Favor, who notched a team- 
best 13 points, cashed in on a put-back 
to knot the score at 27.

And then Omar Suleiman (10 points) 
went on an eight-point run of his own.

His 3-pointer with 4 minutes left gave 
the Chiefs their first and only lead of the 
night.

"We were struggling on offense, so 
someone had to get going,” the 6-foot-6 
senior said. “I just started hitting shots. 
The team was playing good defensively, 
getting out and running. It just helped to 
create offense off the defense.

“Our coaches have just been telling 
us, ‘Next man up,’ and we’ve all been do­
ing a pretty good job of that. Everyone 
has been stepping up and hustling. 
We’ve just got to play harder and come 
ready for districts.”

Added Reddy: "Since Cole’s been out, 
guys have been stepping up. He (Sulei­
man) did that Friday night against Dear­
born in the second half. He had eight 
points in the second half. He was put­
ting the ball in the basket for us Friday 
night and he did it again tonight. He 
gave us a chance to get back in it.”

Hartland both killed the clock and 
found success shooting free throws in 
the bonus in the final 3 minutes.

Favor scored in the paint to make it 
40-39 with 1L3 seconds left, but, once 
again, Hartland made free throws to 
keep Canton at arm’s length.

“We had our chances,” Reddy said.
McIntosh finished with just six 

points, but it was clear he was the 
team’s best option to take the final shot. 
He’s been a steady guard for the Chiefs, 
with or without Vickers in the lineup.

It wouldn’t have been a shock to see 
him make that game-tying 3. It just 
didn’t go in this time.

“It was tough, for sure,” Vickers said. 
“But there’s no one I’d rather have to 
take that than Lake. He’s a great player. 
He had a tough night tonight, but his 
shots are going to fall. He’s got to pick it 
up and get ready for practice.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: (8>folsombrandonj.

Top 5
Continued from Page IB

4. Bloomfield Hills (14-4,4-2 
OAA-White) (Last week: No. 4)

That loss to Troy two weeks ago 
might come back and haunt the Black

Hawks this week. Lake Orion is current­
ly one game ahead of them in the OAA- 
White standings. Bloomfield Hills can 
force a two-way tie for first place by 
beating the Dragons this week, but it’d 
also need them to drop their game 
against Birmingham Groves to give the 
Black Hawks the outright league title.

Bloomfield Hills no longer controls its 
own destiny. It’s going to need some

help from Groves to win it all.

5. Canton (15-4,14-0 KLAA-West) 
(Last week: No. 5)

Ferris State signee Cole Vickers is lost 
for the season, but that hasn’t stopped 
the Chiefs from competing for the out­
right Kensington Lakes Activities Asso­
ciation championship. They face Har­

tland in a must-see matchup this week 
that’ll decide the winner. If Lake McIn­
tosh and the boys can get past the High­
landers without Vickers, that’ll be an 
impressive feat. But it wouldn’t be too 
surprising because Canton knows how 
to play. This team is always adapting 
when it faces adversity.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports for Hometown Life.
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Three locals win MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award

Pictured from left are White Lake Lakeland's Maeve Spicer, Detroit Catholic 
Central's Neil Zhu and Birmingham Seaholm’s Brady Wright, courtesy photos

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Michigan High School Athletic 
Association announced 13 winners for 
their 33rd annual MHSAA/Farm Bureau 
Insurance Scholar-Athlete Award pro­
gram in Class A.

Three seniors from the Hometown 
Life coverage area made the grade: 
White Lake Lakeland's Maeve Spicer, 
Birmingham Seaholm’s Brady Wright 
and Detroit Catholic Central’s Neil Zhu.

Each winner receives a $2,000 col­
lege scholarship.

To be eligible for the honor, athletes 
must carry at least a 3.5 (on a 4.0 scale) 
grade-point average, play a varsity 
sport and actively participate in their 
community or an after-school program 
or club.

The MHSAA picked each winner 
based on a mix of academic and athletic 
achievements as well as what they 
wrote in an essay discussing the impor­
tance of sportsmanship in educational 
activities.

Here’s what the MHSAA wrote about 
our three award winners as well as the 
highlights the organization enjoyed 
from each of their essays:

Maeve Spicer9 
White Lake Lakeland

Competing in fourth season of varsi­
ty gymnastics and third of varsity com­
petitive cheer. Also ran junior varsity 
cross country and participated in track 
& field as a freshman. Earned all-state in 
gymnastics finishing sixth on vault at 
MHSAA Finals as a junior and was con­
ference all-around champion; also 
earned academic all-state recognition. 
Helped her Huron Valley United co-op 
gymnastics team to Regional title as a 
sophomore. Served as captain of gym­
nastics and cheer teams. Participating 
in second years of National Honor Soci­
ety, Math Honor Society and Spanish 
Honor Society. Earned Individual Pro­
ject Completion of Middle Years Pro­

gramme as part of International Bacca­
laureate studies. Participating in sec­
ond year of Peer Corps, and has orga­
nized three clothing drives for foster 
children as part of work for local center. 
Is undecided where she will attend col­
lege but intends to study international 
relations.

Essay Quote: “Sportsmanship is im­
portant because sports themselves are 
not simply about who is the best, rather 
what you can learn from them. I have 
learned valuable life lessons from my 
sports that I will carry with me through­
out the rest of my life such as determina­
tion, perseverance, teamwork, integri­
ty, and respect, along with so many oth­
ers that have built up my character.”

Brady Wright,
Birmingham Seaholm

Competing in fourth season on varsi­
ty ski team and played four seasons of 
varsity tennis; also played junior varsity 
lacrosse as a freshman and sophomore. 
Reached MHSAA Finals flight semifi­
nals as sophomore and junior. Earned 
all-state and all-state academic for ten­
nis and all-region for ski, and earned 
multiple league Scholar-Athlete Awards 
for both sports. Served as team captain

for both. Earned AP Scholar with Dis­
tinction and named National Merit 
Scholarship semifinalist. Earned per­
fect score on ACT. Participating in sec­
ond year of National Honor Society and 
third of National Science Honor Society. 
Participated in Science Olympiad as 
competitor and coach and founded high 
school team, and earned county and 
state placings. Playing fourth years in 
school marching and concert bands and 
served as clarinet section leader. Is un­
decided where he will attend college but 
intends to study chemical engineering.

Essay Quote: “Ultimately, what I 
learned is that the game and the compe­
tition is more important than winning a 
match at any cost. I have seen kids who 
struggle with losing and will do any­
thing to win. Honor and integrity get 
thrown out the window to avoid a loss. 
... It is important to me that I am honest 
with myself-1 play sports to push my­
self in ways that academics cannot. 
Cheating the game does not help you im­
prove or build character.”

Neil Zhu, Detroit Catholic Central

Will play fourth season of varsity golf 
this spring and has helped team to run­
ner-up and fourth-place finishes at

Lower Peninsula Division 1 Finals. 
Earned all-state and is ranked among 
top players for his class in Michigan by 
American Junior Golf Association. Ad­
vanced to match play at Golf Associa­
tion of Michigan 2021Amateur Champi­
onship. Earned AP Scholar with Honor 
and National Merit Scholarship com­
mended student designations. Partici­
pating in second year of National Honor 
Society tutoring program. Participating 
in fourth year of finance club and as vice 
president. Reached highest level of 
Michigan Music Teachers Association 
for piano and earned first and second- 
place finishes in state competition. 
Completed University of Michigan sum­
mer coding program. Volunteered in 
multiple community service efforts 
throughout high school. Served as 
youth leadership member for church as 
junior and senior. Will attend Swarth- 
more College (Pa.) and study computer 
science.

Essay Quote: “The sport of golf is a 
medium through which my account­
ability to my decisions and more impor­
tantly my accountability to my compet­
itors and values is tested. Therefore, my 
integrity plays into the principle of ac­
countability. Moreover, golf offers op­
portunities to meditate on choices 
which plays into the skill of decision 
making.”

The other Hometown Life area Class 
A finalists who came up just short in 
winning scholarships included:

• Conner Bell, Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral

• Abigail Lueck, Livonia Churchill
• Owen Swisher, Livonia Churchill
• James Oberman, Livonia Franklin
• Samantha Provenzemo, Livonia 

Franklin
• Erica Molnar, Livonia Stevenson
• Caiden Carlson, White Lake Lake­

land

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (g)folsom- 
brandonj.

We provide news on multiple platforms 
connecting you to com^
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Instructions for ' 
iPhone and iPads 
How to Download 
Hometownlife APR

mix

Click on the ilunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options. 
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to vour iTunesaaccount page.
Sign in

For iPhone:
http://itunes. apple.

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple

ss»

m

hometownlife
HOME NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS LIFE ENTERTAINMENT OPINION # U!

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen: 
Click the^AP:PS;j£^^

Type 
in
Observef'aff® EccentnfclSmThe 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button ‘ 
once you are on .the O&E page;

The,browser wi[IJ;.j&Ving you to your

t(Syour .GOOGL'fe account and 
follovy prdn^p'ts to complete the 
download process.

■http^pl^y1google.cgm/store/$pps/det^il^id=com.gannett.lo^|^|r|i^npWSvl|df|etowrfil!
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ZipRecruiter
Your online employment marketplace.

jobs.hometownlife.com
844.588.9440 e 

MichiganJobs@gannett.com Igfc

Why Ongoing Labor Shortages Could Boost 
Employment and Earnings for African Americans

Since the pandemic, employment has risen 
among black men but fallen among black women
By ZlpRBcrultar.com

Labor shortages have played an out* 
sized role in black American history, from 
slavery to the world wars to the present. 
Although labor shortages in the early col* 
onies formed the rationale for bringing 
enslaved Africans to the Americas to be* 
gin with, labor shortages since then have 
become the most powerful drivers of for* 
ward leaps in employment and earnings 
among African Americans.

That is because labor shortages inspire 
efforts to recruit new workers—often 
those previously excluded from the work­
force, such as women and minorities. 
They motivate employers to offer better 
wages and working conditions, especially 
to previously undervalued workers. And 
they shift economic power to employees 
and job seekers, with effects that spill 
over into politics and culture.

In an essay titled “The Labor Problem 
at Jamestown, 1607-18” historian Ed­
mund S. Morgan explains that the found­
ers of the earliest permanent English set­
tlements in Virginia discovered tobacco, 
but could not motivate English inden­
tured servants to work the fields. So they 
looked across the Atlantic to a new supply 
of labor in the form of enslaved Africans.

300 years after labor shortages in the 
early colonies drew Africans into ex­
ploitation, labor shortages triggered by 
the First World War helped draw them 
out. The war caused migration from 
Europe to grind to a halt, cutting

JOBS IB ZipRecruiter’

off the supply of cheap immigrant labor. 
So businesses took to recruiting African 
American workers from the South. Those 
efforts helped bring about the Great Mi­
gration of 6 million African Americans out 
of the Jim Crow South and to the cities of 
the North and West.

The Great Migration created a new 
black middle class and changed Ameri­
can culture forever. The Harlem Renais­
sance was bom, as black artists and 
musicians emerged from a flourishing 
community in New York. Blues music 
migrated north along the Mississip­
pi River, to Memphis and Chicago; jazz 
emerged as an American art form.

The migration largely stalled during 
the Great Depression when work dried 
up. While Americans of all backgrounds 
suffered job losses and economic devas­
tation, politicians often made sure that 
New Deal programs and patronage pri­
marily benefited white Americans, espe­
cially in the South.

But soon, die Second World War cre­
ated a new labor short­
age that changed

rection of black history once again. 
The need for millions of soldiers led the 
Armed Forces to recruit African Ameri­
cans. Their participation in the war effort 
created new pressure on the government 
to end racial discrimination in the armed 
forces, which President Harry S. Truman 
banned by executive order in 1948.

Though many black Americans were 
excluded from the frill benefits of the GI 
Bill, which helped veterans attend col­
lege and purchase homes, the skills and 
the status that black Americans had 
earned through their service opened up 
new opportunities in shipyards, facto­
ries, and government offices.

Wartime labor shortages back home also 
pushed businesses to open manufecturing 
jobs to blacks. The experience of blacks 
and whites working together in wartime 
industry and military service caused a wa­
tershed in race relations and spawned the 
Civil Rights Movement, while simultane­
ously growing the black middle class.

Ever since, African American employ­
ment and wages have improved most rap­
idly during periods of very low unemploy­
ment When the national unemployment 
rate fell below 4% in 2018 and 2019, for 
example, wage growth for minorities out­
paced that for white workers by the widest

margins recorded in the Atlanta Fed's Wage 
Growth Tracker. Even dediningblack home 
ownership rates finally turned around.

The coronavirus pandemic arrested 
that progress. And again, as during the 
Great Depression, African Americans 
were most severely affected by job loss­
es and least helped by the government 
programs designed to provide relief and 
stimulus, such as expanded unemploy­
ment insurance benefits and the Pay- 
check Protection Program.

But the pandemic also created the 
starkest labor shortage in the post-war 
period, driving the number of unem­
ployed job seekers per job opening to the 
lowest on record. Unprecedented hiring 
challenges are prompting employers to 
relax job requirements and cast a wider 
net in their recruiting efforts, while simul­
taneously raising pay and offering great­
er flexibility. Those changes are already 
boosting labor force participation for the 
youngest workers and those with disabil­
ities—two groups that typically experi­
ence the steepest employment barriers.

Given how damaging the pandemic 
was, for black American women in par­
ticular, it is difficult to imagine a frill and 
equal economic recovery. But history 
should give us hope. The Great Depres­
sion interrupted the (heat Migration, but 
afterwards, the “migratory stream turned 
into a flood,” to quote one scholar The 
pandemic could be an even shorter-lived 
setback. The unemployment rate is al­
ready back to where it was in early 2018. 

And an unprecedented labor shortage is 
just the thing to get black employment 

and earnings back on track and take 
them to new heights.

Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow. 
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCIQ571980-01

OFFICE MANAGER 
POSITION AND 
SHIPPING & RECEIVING 
MANAGER POSITION
Full or Part-Time.
Great Benefits.
Will train for both positions.

Please send resumes to 
jzedan9zedandentallab.com 
Fax: 248-626-1948 
or Call: 248-626-3144

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCIQ571980-01

To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

1 Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclassQdnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegalsQhometownlife.com
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All classified ads) are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of whi 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at; ar 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement

ich are dyailable from our Advertising Dept. All ads; 
»y time. Errors must be reported in the first day of p 
. N6 refunds for early cancellation of order.

to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric
riication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or

Careers

Skill Center Director. Define and 
direct product development activities 
for door cladding center of expertise. 
Propose strategies to evolve, 
organize, and improve production 
performance and services. Ensure 
coordination amongst product 
development employees across all 
product development levels. Review 
and approve product development 
strategies, providing revisions when 
necessary. Define obiectlves for 
target achievement. Manage 
budgeting and resource consumption. 
Requires Master's degree in 
Electrical Engineering, Electronics 
Engineering, or Mechanical 
Engineering and three years of 
experience with supervising 
engineering proiects, generating 
proiect schedules, allocating budgets 
for multimillion dollar proiects, 
coordinating production activities, 
and supplier management. Apply to 
Novares US LLC, Attn: D. DeYoung, 
19575 Victor Pkwy, Livonia, Ml 48152. 
Ref. Job No. 9722.

Get results. 
Advertise in 

CLASSIFIEDS!
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MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
MISCELLANEOUS

EJiminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the rhost advanced debris­
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sector & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-495-1709

Transportation

Wheels
best deal for you...

Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
e towing 7days 734-223-5581autos Free

We can sell It In 
CLASSIFIED!
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Super Crossword R YOU AT 
THE W?

ACROSS 
1 Make 

sarcastic 
remarks 

8 It was 
stormed in 
the French 
Revolution

16 Petri dish gel
20 Never-dying
21 Volcanic 

glass
22 Move, in real 

estate
23 Something 

the “Eat 
If singer’s 
parents did?

25 Sig Chi, say
26 Letters on an 

ambulance
27 Tacit assents
28 Big Apple 

ball team, on 
scoreboards

30 From — Z
31 Grieves over
35 Container

for a picnic 
beside 
Bonn’s river?

40 Salamis, e.g.
42 2016 Disiiey 

film set in 
Polynesia

43 Unclad art 
class models

44 Meticulous 
barracks 
examination 
not using the 
left hand?

48 French for 
“enough”

49 Corpulent
50—culpa
51 1.0th mo.
54 Work for

Consumer 
Reports for 
many years?

63 Attending 
college, e.g.

68‘Today — . 
man”

69 Short preview
70 lifer
71 Train 

passengers’ 
nqisy crying?

75 1990s 
attorney 
general

76 San Luis —
78 Disposition
79 They have 

crisp, edible 
pods
Instruction 
sheets bn 
how to lull 
babies to 
sleep?

85 Corrida cry
86 Needle- 

nosed fish
87 Old nuclear 

regulatory 
agcy.

89 Some Apples
94 Scoundrel 

below a 
spanning 
structure?

81

103 Divided Asian 
land

104 1980s 
attorney 
general

105 Like some 
fans and eels

106 Group of 
commandos 
from which to 
choose?

109 Reached by 
car

110 Year, to Rosa
111 E-chuckle
112 Borscht, e.g.
113 Little devil
116 Lawn vermin
118 This road

furrow was 
not fully 
repaired”?

126 Scrapes (out)
1271990s GM 

car model
128 Soccer star 

Cristiano —
129 Siesta, e.g.
130 Tense state
131 Features of 

joyless fades

DOWN
1 Used to be
2 Dating pair
3 Shell-less 

marine snails
4 Have it wrong
5 Dollar bill
6 In thing
.7 Pajama '

material

8 Hopalong 
Cassidy actor 
and others

9 French 
mutiny cry

10 Tax ID
11 ToK” (#1 

Kesha hit)
12 Wedding 

vow
13 Actress Tyler
14 Singer 

Frankie
15 Multivolume 

ref., often
16 Dog’s cry
17 Rivera of TV
18 Support 

group for 
adolescents

19 Turbine parts
24 A great many
29 Filmmaker’s

paitchwork
32 Arthur with a 

racket
33 Passover 

bread
34 It has a yolk
35 King, in Paris
36 Sci-fi’s Solo
37 Outs’ partner..
38 Siesta, e.g.
39 Yes, in Paris
40 Span, lady
41 ^ for Alibi”
42 Prefix with 

carpal
45Notthestd.

spelling
46 Broody music 

genre

47 Part of CIA
52 Rings around 

the sun
53 Up — point
55 Squiggle over

aman m
56 — de toilette
57 Diplomatic 

official: Abbr.
58 Testing sites
59 Rain delay 

cover-up
60 “It’s all clear”
61 Suvari of 

film
62 Lovers’ god
63 Helper for 

Frankenstein
64 Mount where 

Moses died
65 Clic — (Bic 

pen brand)
66 Beer barrel
67 Not at all stiff
72 Mauna —
73 Jazz genre
74 Musician 

Brian
77 Laura Ingalls’ 

hair feature 
80 “Boys Don’t 

Cry” director 
Kimberly

82 Dog’s threat
83 Not common
84 Tennis unit 
88 Angelic being
90 Pol Romney
91 With skill
92 Some film FX
93 Min. fraction
94 Virginia city

95 Baltimore 
baseballers

96 The Ref 
director 
Demme

97 “Stee-rike!” 
caller

98 Lead-in to 
colonial

99“—volente” 
(“God willing”)

100 Subj. for U.S. 
citizens-to-be

101 Pair fleeing to 
wed

102 Grandma on 
“Roseanne”

103 Cosmo on 
“Seinfeld”

107 Oslo’s nation, 
to its natives

108 Pasted
109 Extinct birds
112 Some 35mm

cameras
114 Early Persian
115 Old hands
117 N.Y. hours
119 Dress fancily, 

with “out”
120 901, in old 

Rome
121 Prefix for a 

vintner
122 Sporty truck, 

in brief
123 — constrictor
124 Call a halt 

to
125 Lead-in to 

“kwon do” 
or “Bo”

1 2 3

20

23

26

31

40

44

48

41

63 64 65 66

70 I
76

81

103

106

110

116

126

129

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@itiichigan.com.

9 4 2
3 1 6

6 8 7 3
8 5 4 1

7 3 2
2 9 4
5 2 9

9 8 7
8 1 3 6

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier It gets to 
solve the puzzle!

WEATHER FORECAST
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

T 
Q 
R 
D 
T 
L 
S 
R 
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H Q 
S F
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L 
U 
E 
A 
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T 
R 
E 
M 
L 
A 
C 
O 
N 

T S 
M R

ETA 
S S E 
MOM 
N M U 
W K Y
K
Z
N
A
W
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A
O
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E
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O O
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R 
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U
J R W I 
M K S F

O R 
H T 
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D F 
W U 
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U H 
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B M 
O N

AIR
ANTICYCLONE
AUTUMNAL
BAROMETER
BREEZE
CALMER
CELSIUS
CHANGE
CHARTS
CLOtfElY ‘ 1 '•
PiEGREES
dew ;

EAST
FAIR
FOG
FREEZING
FRONT
FROSTY
HAIL
HIGH
ICE
ISOBAR
ISOTHERM
LOW
MONSOON
NORTHERLY
OUTLOOK
OVERCAST
PRESSURE
RAIN
SATELLITE
SEASONAL
SHdWERS
SLEET
SNOW
SQUALLS
STORMY
SUMMER
SUNSHINE
TEMPERATURE
THERMOMETER
THUNDER
WARM
WESTERLY
WIND
WINTER
ZERO
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More ways to 
reach us.

We novy Have muitiplq channels thatyou can use tp update your account 
information, repbrfidiEilivery issMes>tefTfpof#diy^opybyf paper, actiVeteyour 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e © o
Virtual Hold
Leave ypur Information and a 
description of the Issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rdthef than 
waiting oHhdld*

Email
this option give? you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence^

Live Chat
Converse directly online, 
yytth a representative. .

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription sefvices, rnernber benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com

SELL YOUR CAR

FIND A HOME

GET A JOB

ADOPT A PET

BUY A BOAT

FIND A TREASURE

Check out the classified ads everyday.
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EMP-RET0DAY
We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

which means you only have LESS THAN a month left! £

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, 
GET ONE WINDOW OR DOOR

Minimum purchase of four.

PLUS

50 OFF
EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR

No minimum required.

-

PLUS $0 0 0% Mi
Down Monthly Payments Interest i

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in foil within 12 months.

LESS THAN a month left to book your Virtual or In-Home Appointment

734-335-8036 RENEWAL
jbyANPERSEN

RUJOtn mbo> t toe teufflor

MUITABY
DISCOUNT

fTNEKOFTHEVEAK 
stained Excelloncu

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2022. Not valid with other Offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or 
entiy/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest 
when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 2/27/2022 and 3/31/2022.40% off windows 
and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each 
window or entiy/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 3/31/2022. 
Sayings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no 
minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is 
waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, 
color, rejigion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout 
the service area. See your local Renewal 'by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some 
Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of 
the US. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of 
Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved

Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, tile, vinyl, and laminate, 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. 
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in 
all areas. Valid through 4/17/2022. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA, MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors.
Licensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB1047108 © 2022 Empire Today, LLC
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