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Cities aim to attract young residents
Livonia, other communities focus on walkable real estate trend
Shelby Tankersley Horhetownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Dragan Tosic loves that he can walk 
anywhere he needs to go. Living in 
downtown Farmington, he can walk to 
the movies, the grocery store, a park, a 
restaurant or a clothing store.

"I never wanted, personally, to buy,” 
he said. “A place opened up downtown, 
and the main reason I wanted to live 
there was because I could walk any

where. ... f m from Europe, where that is 
kind of a normal thing.”

Farmington's downtown is organic, 
well established and typifies a tradi
tional city center — it's a walkable hub 
for business and government, all sur
rounded by housing. If s also the envy of 
of its neighbors.

Younger adults like Tosic increasing
ly seek out rental housing, and cities like 
Livonia, Westland and Farmington Hills 
are finding a mixture of commercial and

residential is the future of housing.
Farmington's downtown housing 

comes in the form of apartments and 
town homes, giving those residents 
easy access to walk or bike throughout 
the business district.

"Lots of the time I can walk some
where, and there will be someone there 
who I know,” Tosic said. "I love the op
portunity to just walk ”

See WALKABLE, Page 3A

A rendering of the Livonia Civic Center 
as a mixed-use development.
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Three gas 
stations to 
be rebuilt
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Three gas stations in eastern Far
mington Hills are slated for major im
provements in the coming year.

Plans have teen submitted to the 
city by New Haven-based Bazco Hold
ings LLC to demolish and reconstruct 
three gas stations in the city. Those in
clude:

• Mobil at 27730 Orchard Lake
• Mobil at 29509 Orchard Lake
• Mobil at 29431W. 12 Mile
Those stations would see several

improvements, including new conve
nience stores, landscaping and other 
features. The projects were all pre
sented to the Farmington Hills Plan
ning Commission at its Feb. 17 meeting 
held at Farmington Hills City Hall.

Aly Bazzi, one of the petitioners, 
said the company hoped to begin con
struction later this year on some of 
them.

"We'd like to get two done this year 
and if weather permits, start in the fall 
on the third one,” he said.

Plans for all three stations received 
a vote of approval from the planning 
commission. The developments now 
go to the city council for its review.

In addition to the new convenience 
stores planned, the stations would 
also all receive new storage tanks for 
fuel, John Saad, a Livonia-based ar
chitect working on the project, said.

"All the three locations we're going 
to be presenting, they're all going to 
have brand new underground storage

See GAS STATIONS, Page 2A

Salem High School junior turns 
entrepreneur by selling sneakers

Ed Wright Hometownlrfe.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Salem High School junior Arnav Nikam in his Canton basement with some of the 
thousands of premium goods he has bought and sold online in the past year. 
JOHN heYder/hometownlife.com

Starting with a modest $236 in birth
day money savings and a pair of rare 
Marvel-themed Vans, Canton teenager 
Amav Nikam turned an appreciation for 
basketball sneakers into a side hobby 
that generated more than $200,000 in 
sales last year.

And the 17-year-old Salem High 
School junior is proving to be a budding 
philanthropist as well as a skyrocketing 
entrepreneur.

"Starting in middle school, I devel
oped an interest in basketball sneakers 
because I was really interested in bas
ketball,” Nikam said. “I started noticing 
what basketball stars were wearing on 
their feet, on the court and off. I also no
ticed in the aftermarket that premium 
shoes were selling for quite a bit of a 
price hike, so I decided to take a closer 
look at it.”

During a trip to India in 2019, Nikam 
spent $98 (of his birthday savings) on a 
pair of Vans decorated with images from 
the ultra-popular "Black Panther” 
movie. He netted approximately $50 af
ter selling the shoes online through the 
site StockX.

The transactions convinced him to 
jump into the business world feet first.

"Once I learned it was doable, I start
ed buying limited shoes from different 
brands in bulk amounts and selling 
them online (using StockX, eBay and 
GOAT, among other third-party web
sites) for whatever people were willing 
to pay for them,” he explained. “I 
stopped once COVID hit, but I picked it 
up again in late 2020 and early 202L”

Nikam was so immersed in the every
day grind of running a business — all the

See SNEAKERS, Page 2A
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‘Scaled back9 Livonia Spree to return in June
SHulby Tankorsloy Hom#townlffe.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia Spree is giving folks another 
reason to look forward to summer: After 
a two-year hiatus, the beloved event is 
coming back this year.

However, organizers expect the 
event to be scaled back due to an antici
pated lack in volunteers.

The 70th Spree festival will run 
June 21-26, with a fireworks show on 
June 26. The event usually draws be
tween 400,000 and 600,000 people 
from around metro Detroit.

“We just want to try to move forward 
and bring some normalcy back,” Dan 
Spurling, Spree committee president, 
said. “We live in a different world than 
we did two years ago.”

Spree, which serves as Livonia"s city
wide birthday party, features carnival 
rides, games, fireworks, live music and 
carnival food among other things. Orga
nizers are also hoping to include an arts 
and crafts show this year.

If s a favorite summertime ritual for 
many metro Detroiters, and people on 
social media have been excitedly dis
cussing the festival’s return.

Organizers canceled the 2020 and 
2021 festivals because of fundraising 
and pandemic-related concerns. Spur
ling has previously said canceling was 
stressful and upsetting, and he’s look
ing forward to bringing the community 
tradition back this summer.

People interested in volunteering can 
visit livoniaspree.com.

stankersle@hornetoumlife.com

Elijah Rote- 
King tucks into 
a Sno-Kone at 
Livonia Spree 
in 2019. A 
scaled-back 
version of 
Spree is set to 
return in June 
this year after 
a two-year 
hiatus due to 
the
coronavirus
pandemic.
HOMETOWNLIFE. 
COM FILE

Trial begins for Canton man accused of attacking wife
Susan Vela Hometownllfe.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Wayne County judge began hearing 
evidence Tuesday against a Canton 
Township man accused of trying to kill 
his wife around the start of the CO- 
VTD-19 pandemic.

Oswald Tallent, 48, faces charges of 
assault with intent to murder after po
lice said he attacked his wife with a gas- 
powered saw. He’s also charged with as
sault with intent to do great bodily harm 
less than murder, third-degree child 
abuse and torture.

Third Circuit Judge Paul Cusick is 
presiding over a trial that his staff said 
was scheduled through the end of the 
week.

During Feb. 22 opening statements, 
defense attorney Brent Jafife contended 
Tallent was legally insane when neigh
bors called police to his Stonebrook

Drive home and that he is not guilty of 
the charges by reason of insanity.

According to Jafife, Tallent was a lov
ing father immersed in a marriage of ups 
and downs who would never have 
harmed his family in the right state of 
mind.

Prosecuting attorney Erin Wilmoth 
disagreed.

“There will be no doubt that he is 
guilty,” she said. “The evidence will 
show that Oswald Tallent was not legal
ly insane.”

She shared that Tallent’s then-wife 
already had threatened before the day 
she was hurt to divorce him and take 
custody of their children if he didn’t 
start contributing more.

Tallent was a contractor who wasn’t 
working during the 2019-20, according 
to police reports. Poor weather and the 
pandemic prevented him from return
ing to work the week before the early af

ternoon March 30,2020, incident.
His wife testified during a prior court 

proceeding that she was in her home of
fice when Tallent entered with a large 
gas-powered circular saw wider than 
her shoulders. He apparently explained 
that he was crazy and intended to kill 
her.

She has said the saw came down on 
her face, arm and knee before it 
jammed. She was able to open the office 
door and tell their oldest daughter to run 
for help.

Tallent, she has said in court, began 
punching her and kicking her with his 
steel-toed boots. Her injuries include 
two chipped molars, extensive nerve 
damage, and partial paralysis in the 
face.

Tallent also is accused of hurting the 
daughter who ran for help.

Law enforcers and the daughter tes
tified on Feb. 22, the first day of the trial.

Oswald Tallent, 48, of Canton, in court 
in 2021. HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

The Nikams* basement is full of boxes of shoes and wearables that Arvan Nikam 
resells online. He*s made more than $200,000. John heider/hometownlife.com

Sneakers
Continued from Page 1A

while maintaining a 4.0 grade-point av
erage, volunteering for two local organi
zations and participating in four after- 
school clubs — he wasn't aware of how 
well he was doing financially until his 
1099-K tax statement arrived in the mail 
recently.

“When I saw how much I had made 
($213499, to be exact), I thought to my
self, ‘Oh my gosh! This is really what I 
did?’,” he recounted. “I definitely sur
prised myself.”

Nikam said the most iconic products 
he has bought and sold are a pair of 
black-and-red Air Jordan basketball 
sneakers.

“Of all the items I’ve sold, those are 
the ones that I was most tempted to 
keep for myself,” he said, smiling. “The 
artistry in some of these sneakers is 
what draws me to them.”

Nikam, who won’t turn 18 until Sep
tember, admitted his success hasn’t 
come easily. He monitors daily sales and 
prices between classes at Salem —■ like 
stocks, the cost of an item could rise or 
fall as much as $40 in a few hours, so it’s 
something that needs careful attention, 
he revealed — arid prepares items for 
distribution soon after returning home 
from school on weekdays.

“Our basement is like a mine field of

boxes and other stuff” Nikam said, 
chuckling. “I’d describe it as organized 
chaos.

“The biggest thing I’ve bought to help 
me out is a tape gun. When you have to 
ship out 20 pair of shoes in an after
noon, tape guns help speed up the proc
ess.”

Nikam said he takes great care in 
keeping his customers updated on the

progress of their purchases and packag
ing the products he sells. Of the 1,500 
items he distributed in 2021, not one 
went to an inconect address, and his 
collection of reviews has more stars 
than a cloudless night.

“I’m very meticulous because I want 
the people I’m working with to be hap
py,” he said. “My online reviews are very 
good to this point and I want to keep it

that way.”
Explaining he gamers more satisfac

tion from giving than receiving, Nikam 
admitted he hasn’t splurged and bought 
himself anything extravagant yet — ex
cept the tape gun.

Inspired by his late grandfather, who 
he says used hard work and education 
to help his family relocate from a rural 
farming town in India to the United 
States, Nikam has used a portion of his 
earnings to establish a scholarship pro
gram for teenagers in rural India. The 
young philanthropist distributed nine 
scholarships in 2021 alone and plans to 
build on that number in the coming 
years.

“I honestly get more joy out of help
ing kids abroad get an education than 
spending the money I make on myself” 
he said. “I love buying things for my sis
ter, who is a freshman at Salem.”

Once he turns 18, Nikam plans to turn 
his venture into a limited liability com
pany and give it an official name: Flying 
Emu.

“Emus have always been my favorite 
birds; I like how they’re fast and majes
tic ” he said. “Obviously, they can’t fly, 
but I think that word helps represent the 
type of service I give people.”

Judging by his early success, the sky 
is the limit for this big-hearted business 
prodigy.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517- 
375-1113.
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From top left, gas stations at 29509 Orchard Lake; at 29411W. 12 Mile; and 27730 
set for renovations, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

Orchard Lake, all in Farmington Hills, are

Gas stations
Continued from Page 1A

tanks according to the state regula
tion,” he said.

i

Saad said one station, located at the 
southeast comer of Orchard Lake and 12 
Mile roads, would also likely have a pair 
of charging stations for electric vehicles 
once finished, a move made to accom
modate those with electric vehicles. 
That was a decision that made Commis-
mi %

sioner Steven Schwartz happy.
“This is the first time I recall that a 

gas station wanted to put in an electric 
charging station, so on behalf of my 
Chevy Volt, thank you,” he said.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometoumlife. com.
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Dragan Tosic walks near the Farmington pavilion Feb. 2. Tosic owns and operates a business near downtown Farmington 
and lives within walking distance of the area, john heider/hometownlife.com

VValkable
Continued from Page 1A

Growing trend toward 
rentals, walkable areas

Farmington Hills, Livonia and West- 
land have seen an increase in non sin
gle-family residential proposals, in
cluding town homes, apartments and 
condos in recent years. City officials 
think that's because of a demand for 
that kind of housing and an opportunity 
for higher profit among developers.

“There has been an uptick in interest 
from the development community to 
provide apartment-type living,” Livonia 
City Planner Mark Taormina said. “I 
think a large part of that is that housing 
right now is in high demand.”

In mostly built-out communities like 
Livonia and Farmington Hills, rentals 
often create an opportunity to give po
tential residents new housing options.

“We don't have the big, open spaces 
anymore where you could put a 30- or 
40-unit development,” Farmington 
Hills City Manager Gary Mekjian said. 
“You've got to go vertical.”

Mekjian added that creating rentals 
is a creative way to retrofit office build
ings getting less use because of remote 
work. For example. Farmington Hills' 12 
Mile corridor has a bounty of underuti
lized office facilities.

“I think you'll see different zoning 
than we see now to give developers 
more flexibility;” Mekjian said. “With 
the shift in how we work and where we 
work... and with office space being un
derutilized, we certainly want to give 
the landowners in our town the ability to 
be creative.”

Though sometimes people equate 
rental properties with low-income 
housing, Taormina and Farmington 
Downtown Development Authority Di
rector Kate Knight both said mixed-use 
developments will likely be attractive to 
young professionals, young families or 
empty nesters. For instance, Farming- 
ton Hills recently approved an upscale 
apartment complex targeted toward 
millennials in a higher income bracket.

“If you're a young professional or an 
empty nester, you're looking for a place 
with amenities; walkability and you 
want the luxury of not having to cut 
grass or pay a mortgage bill,” Knight 
said.

A different kind of neighborhood

Mixed-use developments combine 
elements of retail, residential and pub
lic amenities like a park or library in one 
spot. Communities like Livonia, which 
doesn't have a downtown, see mixed- 
use as a way to create community hubs.

“It would offer more choices for peo
ple,” Taormina said: “That's probably 
the most important thing. The place
making effort part of what we want to 
see allows people to not only live in an 
area but also be able to socialize there, 
too.”

Officials in Farmington Hills and 
Westland, both preparing to revisit their 
master plans this year and next, also see 
mixed-use as a way to create business 
hubs and social environments. Unlike 
Farmington, Livonia, Westland and Far
mington Hills do not have downtowns.

In Livonia, Taormina expects resi

dential in mixed-use developments will 
fill a “missing middle” in the city — less 
dense than multilevel apartment com
plexes and more dense than single fam
ily housing — with housing including 
town homes and duplexes. Some of that 
housing would be owner occupied and 
some would be rented.

Livonia's targeted areas for projects 
like this include the Civic Center cam
pus at Five Mile and Farmington roads 
and the Plymouth Road corridor.

“People want to live in areas that are 
more vibrant and concentrated,” he 
said. “It's not for everywhere in the city, 
it's only select areas we're looking to do 
this in, but I think it would change a lot 
of people's lives.”

According to Knight, people who live 
in Farmington spend about $18,000 of 
their annual income downtown. She 
said the city's walkability is a significant 
reason why many people live there and

residential openings downtown never 
stays on the market for long. Interest in 
downtown residential is so high, the city 
is actually looking for ways to add more.

“We have people who choose to live 
downtown because of that,” Knight 
said. “You can fulfill all of your daily 
needs ranging from groceries to books 
to medical appointments without a car. 
That's rare.”

But still, Farmington's downtown is 
organic and established. Taormina and 
Mekjian said it'll take years for larger 
cities to create downtown-like commu
nity hubs. The rentals, rezoning and 
plans being discussed now will have an 
impact on how people live in suburban 
Detroit 20 years from now, not neces
sarily the people here right now.

“This isn't for the people who are liv
ing here today,” Mekjian said. “It's for 
what may come in 15 or 20 years from 
now. If s really for the next generation.”
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‘Why won’t anybody listen to me?’
Michigan families say 
child welfare agency 
failed to protect kids
Kara Barg Lansing State Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A 9-year-old Caro girl's mirror is cov
ered in small pink sticky notes: “How 
many days will it take for people to be- 
live (sic) me?”

She has told anyone who will listen - 
her father, her stepmother, her thera
pist, her school counselor, police, the 
guardian ad litem, Child Protective Ser
vices - that her mom hurts her.

She kept a clump of her hair she says 
her mother pulled out in a plastic bag
gie, just in case she needed proof.

But it hasn't been enough.
One night in January, her stepmoth

er, Erika Williams, said the 9-year-old 
got so frustrated she couldn't take it 
anymore. She screamed: “Why won't 
anybody listen to me? Nobody will listen 
to me. No one will listen to me. I'm the 
liar."

“She just says it over and over, she 
thinks that nobody is going to listen to 
her so now she just has to endure it," 
Williams said. "All of these people just 
keep making sure Mom is taken care of.”

The young girl has lived with her dad 
and stepmom for the better part of the 
past year, but rapidly changing court or
ders have left the girl confused and frus
trated.

Kids are often left in abusive house
holds or kept from their parents due to 
inadequate investigations and a lack of 
action from people whose job it is to 
keep them safe, Michigan attorneys and 
families say.

Michigan's child welfare system has 
been under court monitoring for more 
than 15 years and continues to struggle 
to meet the required performance stan
dards. One of the remaining issues: En
suring maltreatment investigations are 
done properly.

In its most recent review, the moni
toring team found of 130 randomly se
lected maltreatment investigations,

See CPS, Page 5A
“How many days will it take for people to belive (sic) me?” asks one note written by a 9-year-old girl. 
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In the back half of 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services worked with more than 13,000 children. 
The department received more than 33,000 complaints of abuse in the last six months of 2020. getty images/istockphoto

CPS
Continued from Page 4A

32 — nearly 25% — were deficient. The 
monitoring team determined 19 of those 
should have been substantiated and in 
13, there was insufficient information 
gathered to make a finding.

In the back half of 2020, the Michi
gan Department of Health and Human 
Services worked with more than 13,000 
children. As of December 2020, nearly 
11,000 children were under state care.

The department received more than 
33,000 complaints of abuse in the last 
six months of 2020.

In addition to the Caro girl’s family, 
the Lansing State Journal also spoke to 
a woman in Lansing who says CPS re
fuses to take seriously reports that her 
9-year-old nephew is being abused and 
a mother in Genesee County who is 
fighting to regain custody of her chil
dren after surviving domestic abuse.

Bob Wheaton, a spokesperson for 
MDHHS, said in an email he could not 
comment on individual cases. Wheaton 
said CPS and MDHHS are strongly com
mitted to protecting children and pro
viding services to families. He said if it is 
not safe for a child to remain in their 
home, the department will find another 
family member or foster family to care 
for the child while they work with the

parents to address the issues that led to 
the child’s removal.

In other cases, he said, the Michigan 
Child Protection Law and MDHHS pol
icy require the department to provide 
services to the family but keep the chil
dren in the home. That law dictates 
when CPS may file a petition to remove a 
child from their home.

If parents disagree with the state’s 
findings, they can fight the case in fam
ily court, which can be a long and ex
pensive process. Other family can at
tempt to get guardianship of a child. But 
if CPS finds there is not enough evi
dence to prove abuse or neglect, there is 
little family can do other than continue 
to report abuse when it happens.

Child frustrated CPS 
'doesn’t believe’ her

An official CPS investigation began in 
fall 2021, when an argument between a 
9-year-old Caro girl and her mother es
calated and her mother crawled from 
the passenger seat back to the third row 
of her SUV, pinned her daughter down, 
pulled her hair and called her names, ac
cording to a CPS report.

Her mother told CPS investigators 
that she grabbed her daughter’s pony
tail and used it to force the child to look 
at her to calm her down.

James Williams and the child’s 
mother have been fighting for custody of 
their two children, ages 7 and 9, since 
their 2015 divorce. They originally split 
parenting time, but the mother com
plained of behavior problems from the 9 
year old that Williams did not experi
ence. The 7 year old has not complained 
of abuse.

In court filings and interviews with 
investigators, the mother has said her 
older daughter talks back, tries to start 
arguments, makes rude comments and 
throws fits. But her dad and stepmother 
said they rarely have behavioral issues 
with the child.

“Instead of attributing these behav
iors to situational, based on what she’s 
experiencing in her life, mom has adopt
ed this theory that she’s just a bad kid, 
and she deserves to be rough handled,” 
said attorney Theresa Wozniak Jenkins, 
who is representing the girl’s father and 
stepmother.

Even the guardian ad litem, who is 
supposed to represent the child’s best 
interests, told the child she believed the 
girl’s mom, Erika Williams said.

"I think it’s just very frustrating for 
her that from a whole picture stand
point that people just believe mom and 
what I say doesn’t matter,” James Wil
liams said. “Children are told that if 
someone is hurting them that they 
should go to adults and tell them these 
things and I think it’s just very frustrat
ing for her that the main amount of peo
ple don’t believe her.”

The 9 year old brought a list of four 
incidents to her third interview with 
CPS investigators, according to the CPS 
report. She said her mom had:

• Threatened to throw her off the 
boat and “drive away as fast as I can so I 
cannot hear you scream.”

See CPS, Page 6A
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Roth IRAs and other tax questions answered
; \ Money Matters

Rick Bloom
AH Guest Columnist

Not surprisingly, I have received sev
eral questions regarding taxes.

Let’s start with questions regarding 
Roth IRAs and children. A few readers 
asked about eligibility for a Roth ERA 
and when it makes sense for a child to 
have a Roth IRA. For Roth IRAs, there is 
no magic number regarding the age you

become eligible. Rather, you only must 
have earned income from your labor, 
typically from a W-2.

If a child has earned income, I think it 
is a slam dunk to put money away in a 
Roth IRA. These retirement accounts 
grow tax free.

Remember, since tax returns are due 
April 18, you have until then to open a 
Roth IRA for 202L

Many people who worked at home in 
2021 had questions regarding home-of
fice deductions. If you were an employ
ee in 2021, you cannot take a home-of
fice deduction. On the other hand, if you

are self-employed and you used part of 
your home regularly and exclusively for 
business, you do qualify.

The key is that it doesn’t necessarily 
have to be a separate room, but it must 
be an area that you don’t use for any
thing else.

Some readers asked about taxes re
lated to unemployment benefits. Typi
cally, unemployment benefits are sub
ject to income tax. The American Res
cue Plan Act excluded up to $10,200 in 
unemployment benefits for 2020 re
turns. Unfortunately, for 2021, unem
ployment benefits are subject to income

taxes at your ordinary tax rate.
Lastly, there is always confusion 

about extensions. Extensions are auto
matic for 120 days by filing IRS Form 
4868. Extensions do not require any 
sort of explanation. However, it is an ex
tension of time to file your return, not an 
extension of time to pay your taxes. It is 
also important to realize that filing an 
extension does not increase your audit 
risk.

Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad

visor. Email your questions to rick® 
bloomadvisors. com.

CPS
Continued from Page 5A

• Dragged her off the trampoline by 
her hair when she refused to get off.

• Pushed her down the stairs at her 
grandmother’s house.

• Pinned her down in the car, pulled 
her hair and called her names.

The mother’s most recent husband 
said she is a great mother and is incred
ibly patient, even when her daughter 
pushes her limits, according to the CPS 
report. His children told CPS investiga
tors they have seen the woman slap the 
9 year old before.

After a December 2020 incident in 
which the child’s mom held her upside 
down by her feet during an argument 
and dropped her on her head, according 
to court records, the mother willingly 
gave up parenting time for six months.

She had time with the two children 
on and off from May 2021 to September 
2021 before a judge granted James Wil
liams’ emergency motion for custody 
and suspended the mom’s unsuper
vised parenting time. This was prompt
ed by the incident in the car.

Two weeks later, that judge had been 
disqualified and a new judge took his 
place. His first order of business was to 
scrap the previous order for solely su
pervised parenting time and allow the 
mother to parent unsupervised. Less 
than a week later, the same judge re
voked her unsupervised parenting time,

saying the kids will "suffer irreparable 
harm” if he did not do so.

Initially, the CPS investigator deter
mined there was evidence that inappro
priate discipline had taken place, ac
cording to the report. But later in the in
vestigation, without explanation, the 
investigator changed the finding to say 
there was not a preponderance of evi
dence that there was inappropriate dis
cipline.

“Nobody could’ve convinced me that 
the entire state of Michigan would ig
nore this level of child abuse,” Wozniak 
Jenkins said.

Wheaton wrote in an email that su
pervisor reviews or information ob
tained later in an investigation may trig
ger a change in the outcome.

‘I honestly think 
they think this is OK*

The extended family of a 9-year-old 
Lansing boy has been trying to get CPS 
to investigate their abuse complaints for 
more than a year.

His aunt, who the State Journal is not 
naming out of concerns for the boy’s 
privacy, said the boy’s mother is verbal
ly and sexually abusing him.

CPS employees have visited the boy’s 
house several times, but they drop the 
case after a brief look around, his aunt 
and his mother’s former roommate said. 
His aunt has reported the abuse to the 
Lansing Police Department, too.

Lansing Police Public Information 
Director Robert Merritt confirmed a de

tective investigated the case, but said it 
was closed due to the allegations being 
unfounded.

“I honestly think they think this is 
OK,” the boy’s aunt said. “They think 
this is how Black children are supposed 
to live.”

After CPS receives a report of abuse, 
caseworkers are required to begin an in
vestigation and make face-to-face con
tact with a child within 24 or 72 hours, 
depending on the severity of the allega
tions, according to the CPS manual.

If there isn’t enough information re
ceived during a call, CPS must do a pre
liminary investigation immediately. 
Within 24 hours, they must decide to 
assign the complaint to an investigator, 
transfer it to another jurisdiction or re
ject the complaint.

“I know they’re overburdened and I 
know they have a high turnover rate- 
...but God damn if you can’t do it, quit,” 
the boy*s aunt said. “Don’t act like you’re 
doing your job when you’re placing him 
in a dangerous place with no regard for 
what family members and strangers are 
saying.”

His mother’s former roommate, 
Heavenly Martin, said she was targeted 
by CPS as being partially responsible for 
the boy*s abuse and neglect because she 
lived in the home and didn’t stop it, de
spite making at least five calls to CPS 
that she said were ignored. Martin has 
not lived in that house since October.

“I’ve already done my due diligence, 
I’ve contacted you multiple times,” Mar
tin said, “but you’re blaming me for her 
negligence.”

Martin said she sent the boy’s aunt 
video and audio of some of the abuse, as 
well as photos of the filthy house.

CPS has refused to give Martin any 
paperwork regarding the case, she said, 
and she has no idea how she can defend 
herself without that.

“They told me I could have filed for 
guardianship over [the boy],” Martin 
said. “How does that make sense if I’m 
living in [the boy’s] mom’s home and 
I’m trying to get myself together to 
leave?”

Martin said she took a risk when she 
called CPS; she was living with the boy’s 
mom until she could get back on her feet 
and would have ended up homeless if 
she’d gotten kicked out. But she said she 
did everything she could to try to get the 
boy out of his mother’s care.

“You failed me, you failed this kid,” 
Martin said of CPS. “You’re looking for 
someone to blame for [your failures].”

CPS defines a “non-parent adult” as 
an adult who lives in the same house as 
the child and has substantial and regu
lar contact with the child, has a close 
personal relationship with the child’s 
parent and is not related by blood or af
finity to the third degree.

Wheaton said in an email that in 
some circumstances, non-parent adults 
can be held responsible for a child’s 
abuse or neglect.

Fighting her every step of the way

Angela Eggenberger, 36, escaped an 
abusive and controlling marriage last 
year.

Getting out nearly killed her.
Her ex-husband is in the Genesee 

County Jail awaiting trial for attempted 
murder, torture, human trafficking, as
sault with the intent to do great bodily 
harm less than murder, domestic vio
lence and lying to a police officer.

Eggenberger said her ex-husband at
tacked her in early 2021, injuring her so 
badly she had emergency brain surgery 
to save her life and is still missing half of 
the top of her skull. Her left hand re
mains paralyzed, something she hopes 
is temporary.

She’s been away from her four chil
dren, all of whom are younger than 13, 
for more than a year. Her oldest son is 
with his biological father in Colorado. 
Her youngest three are in foster care in 
Michigan. After her surgery, she was 
only allowed to talk to the kids on the 
phone so she did not scare them with 
her appearance. She transitioned later 
to Zoom visitation and was granted in- 
person visits just before Christmas.

After CPS receives a report of abuse, 
caseworkers are required to begin an 
investigation and make face-to-face 
contact with a child within 24 or 72 
hours, depending on the severity of 
the allegations, according to the CPS 
manual, getty images/istockphoto

In court, officials have said Eggen
berger does not recognize that she has 
an issue with domestic violence and 
that she is part of the problem, her at
torney, Cara Willing, said. They also 
predicted she would go back to her 
abuser if he gets out of jail.

“They got her with the charge of al
lowing it to happen,” Willing said. “The 
case has been handled in a really bizarre 
fashion. ... She just wants someone to 
hear her.”

Wheaton said in an email a family’s 
history with domestic violence is as
sessed during investigations. When a 
parent is a victim of domestic violence, 
officials will assess their “ability to keep 
a child safe, including whether they are 
currently in an abusive relationship, the 
impact of the services provided to the 
victim, and what type of support system 
the victim has.”

Eggenberger says she has done every 
service the court has ordered, plus 
more. Some were even done while she 
still lived with her then-husband, de
spite him controlling the finances and 
actively telling her not to participate, 
Willing said.

Anything to get her kids back. But Eg
genberger said CPS has refused to ac
knowledge the steps she’s taken.

“I went straight from being under the 
control of my ex-husband to now being 
under the control and abuse of the sys
tem ” Eggenberger said. “This could be 
such a huge win for your system. Your 
ultimate goal is to keep families together 
... yet here you have opportunity to be 
like ‘this family stuck in really bad abu
sive relationship, with our help and ser
vices and things we did, there was a 
happy ending and we were able to get 
that family back together.’

“[Instead, they] fight me at every step 
of the way.”

If you or someone you know is being 
harmed, you can call the following 
numbers for help:

• The national sexual assault hot
line, 800-656-4673

• The National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 1-800-799-7233

• The Michigan child abuse hotline, 
855-444-3911
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SPORTS
Detroit CC 
wrestling 
wins team 
regional

Bloomfield Hills Marian's Elle Ervin (right) defends during the Catholic League tournament championship Feb. 19.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Marian basketball gives 
coach one final CHSL title
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Anna Herberholz never lost faith in 
her teammates.

But, for a while, at least, she couldn't 
imagine the Bloomfield Hills Marian 
girls basketball team playing in the 
Catholic League tournament champion
ship.

Not with everything the Mustangs 
(12-6) have endured.

Take their rematch with Farmington 
Hills Mercy in January, for example.

They dressed just eight players because 
five contributors/including Herberholz, 
one of the best point guards in metro 
Detroit, were sidelined with injuries. 
They proceeded to get stomped by their 
rivals, which led to them losing three of 
four games during that stretch.

It was a terrible time.
The last thing coach Mary Cicerone 

wanted to do was change the identity of 
her team midstream.

Part of that was because she loved 
the makeup of her squad. They had the 
perfect mix of guards, post players and

all-around scorers and rebounders 
both in the starting lineup and coming 
off the bench.

The other reason why was because 
Cicerone is retiring in March. After 39 
seasons, 40 if you count her first year 
as a JV coach at Marian, she's hanging 
up her mid-heeled boots. Never again 
will a court in the CHSL endure her 
stomping feet when her team misses a 
free throw, throws the ball away or fails 
to box out for rebounds.

See TITLE, Page 2B

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Dylan Gilcher is almost always jok
ing around, or at the very least, lifting 
the moods of others around him.

And it's obvious why the Detroit 
Catholic Central wrestler acts like that.

Simply put, he's confident. He's 
confident in his skill set as a 140- 
pound grappler. He's confident that 
his teammates will perform well in 
their matches. He's confident his team 
will always win.

It's easy to keep things lighthearted 
when you know you're going to be suc
cessful.

Yet the junior recently ran into his 
first bout of nervousness and unconfi
dence last week.

No, it wasn't during his matches at 
the Division 1 district tournament. He 
blitzed through his bracket to advance 
to the championship against Livonia 
Franklin's Tyler Garrett, who he 
pinned in 2 minutes, 16 seconds to 
claim the individual district title.

Nor was he timid when he helped 
the Shamrocks win Wednesday's D-l 
team regional championship with an 
80-0 victory over Franklin in their 
home gym. In fact, he spent just a 
whopping 54 seconds on the mat be
tween his two matches, which includ
ed him pinning his opponent in his 
championship match in only 14 sec
onds. Yeah, seriously.

What really made Gilcher second- 
guess his confidence — even if it was 
for just a brief moment — was when he 
called his bigger brother and told De
rek the news.

On Feb. 12, Dylan tweeted that he 
had verbally committed to Michigan's 
wrestling team, joining a long list of 
Shamrocks that have become Wolver
ines. Currently, three CC graduates 
wrestle at U-M in Brendin Yatooma, 
Cameron Amine and Myles Amine.

So what's the big deal here? That's 
great news, something a bigger broth
er would certainly be proud of. Well, 
Derek, a former CC state champion 
wrestler at 160 pounds, is a sophomore 
at Big Ten rival Indiana. And Dylan 
chose the Wolverines over other offers 
from Purdue, Oklahoma and, yep, you 
guessed it, IU.

"That wasn't a call I was looking for
ward to making," Dylan recalled. “I was 
just a little nervous before it because I 
didn't know how he'd take it.”

So, how did Derek react?
‘He was just 100% proud and just 

happy for me,” said Dylan, beaming 
with a smile. "He said, ‘Dylan, that's 
amazing! You've got this down as a ju
nior. You already know where you're

See WRESTLING, Page 3B

Our top five boys basketball teams in western metro: Week 6
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The teams stayed the same, but there 
was plenty of movement in Hometown 
Life's Week 6 boys basketball rankings.

In fact, there is a different team at all 
five spots.

Give it up for Detroit Catholic Cen
tral, which finally snapped its five-game

losing streak to Catholic League oppo
nents by upsetting rival Brother Rice in 
the CHSL tournament quarterfinal on 
Fet). 19.

Without that win, these rankings 
don't change a whole lot.

Let's take a look at where each team 
landed this week:

Note: These records are based on re
sults from before Feb. 20.

1. Novi Detroit Catholic Central 
(9-7,2-6 CHSL-Central)
(Last week: No. 4)

Our good friends at The D Zone 
ranked Brother Rice and Detroit Catho
lic Central Nos. 8 and 9, respectively, in 
their most recent top 100, although the 
Shamrocks upset the Warriors, 66-64, 
during Saturday's Catholic League tour

nament quarterfinal. That ranking order 
is even more head-scratching consider
ing CC has beaten Rice in two of their 
three meetings.

We're going to put CC right where it 
belongs in these rankings: One spot 
ahead of its rivals to the east. Welcome 
back to the top spot, Shamrocks.

See BOYS, Page 2B
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Our top 5 girls basketball teams: Week 6
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK * MICHIGAN

It's the final week of the girls basket- 
ball regular season, so that means this is 
the final week of Hometown Life's rank
ings.

And, sure enough, we're going out 
with quite the shakeup in the top five.

Most of that has to do with Bloom
field Hills Marian getting healthy at the 
right time and putting together an in
credible underdog story throughout the 
Catholic League tournament.

So, for one last time, let's take a look 
at where everyone landed in the poll:

Note: These records are based on re
sults from before Feb. 20.

1. Redford Westfield Prep (16-1) 
(Last week: No. 1)

The Warriors aren't getting punished 
for having a week off. So, despite not 
playing a game last week, they are not 
leaving the No. 1 spot. They're by far the 
most talented team on the west side of 
Wayne County, and they should be exit
ing the regular season with two more 
wins over Division 1 schools. They take 
on Grosse Pointe North and Saline be
fore facing Dearborn Advanced Tech to 
open the D-2 district tournament.

2. Wayne Memorial (17-1,14-0 
KLAA-East) (Last week: No. 3)

Welcome back to the No. 2 spot in the 
rankings, Zebras. To the surprise of no 
one in the Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association, they won their sixth- 
straight East title under eighth-year 
coach Jarvis Mitchell. Expect a deep 
playoff run. Can they get back to the D-l 
final four?

3. South Lyon East (16-2,14-0 LVC) 
(Last week: No. 4)

Hey Cougars, congrats on repeating 
as the Lakes Valley Conference champi
ons. Yeah, we know you still have two

league games to go, but no one can 
snatch the title from you. You're too 
many games up in the standings.

The best part about their current 10- 
game winning streak is that everyone is 
contributing. Almost every night there 
are at least four players with double
digit scoring. If s going to be fun to see 
how well East performs once the play
offs begin next week. How are they go
ing to stack up against some of the best 
D-l teams in the state?

4. Bloomfield Hills Marian 
(12-6,5-5 CHSL-CentraQ 
(Last week: Unranked)

The Mustangs are getting hot at the 
right time, but even coach Mary Cicero
ne understands they've still got a tough 
road ahead. “We've still got West 
Bloomfield," the 39th-year coach said 
following Saturday's win over Dearborn 
Divine Child in the Catholic League 
championship. She's talking about the 
No. 1-ranked Lakers who the Mustangs 
would likely meet in next week's D-l dis
trict final. Getting through the CHSL 
tournament was tough, but districts 
could be tougher.

5. Farmington Hills Mercy 
(14-3,9-1 CHSL-Central)
(Last week: No. 2)

The Marlins were on quite the heater 
until their bitter rivals to the east, Mar
ian, got four of their players back from 
injury just in time for the CHSL tourna
ment. If s hard to fault them for losing to 
the Mustangs in overtime, 45-44, in the 
CHSL semifinal. It just stunk to see 
coach Gary Morris broadcasting the 
championship at Wayne State Univer
sity for the local online stream vs. actu
ally coaching in the game. Mercy is still 
a great team, and it should do well in its 
district.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (g>folsom- 
brandonj.

Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Sarah Sylvester shoots during the Catholic League girls 
basketball tournament championship Feb. 19 at Wayne State University.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Boys
Continued from Page IB

2. Birmingham Brother Rice 
(11-6,5-3 CHSL-Central)
(Last week: No. 1)

It was a tough week for the Warriors, 
who lost to Femdale, one of the best 
teams in the state, and rival CC. Not only 
did it get bounced from the CHSL tour
nament, but if s no longer the No. Iteam 
in these rankings. Rice is still a strong 
team. But ifll be haunted by those 
missed free throws at the end of Satur
day' s matchup at Marian.

3. North Farmington (13-3,6-2 
OAA-Red) (Last week: No. 2)

The Raiders played just one game a 
week ago, beating rival Farmington

without an issue. But they still have a 
makeup game with Femdale before it 
can close out the Oakland Activities As
sociation-Red schedule. They'll be bat
tle-tested once the district tournament 
kicks off in two weeks. A win over the 
Eagles would give them plenty of confi
dence entering the postseason. Cam 
they pull off the upset?

4. Bloomfield Hills (12-4,4-2 
OAA-White) (Last week: No. 5)

The Black Hawks slipped up against 
Troy, but they still control their own 
destiny in the OAA-White and can win a 
division title. Whaf s going to help them 
do it is their starting five, which is one of 
the best in the area. They pause this 
week for two OAA crossover games, but 
they cap off the regular season at both 
Lake Orion and Rochester Hills Stoney 
Creek, two White games they must win 
to ensure at least a tie for first place atop

the standings.

5. Canton (13-4,13-0 KLAA-West) 
(Last week: No. 3)

What, Canton won two games, 
clinched the Kensington Lakes Activ
ities Association-West title and still 
dropped two spots in the rankings? Yes, 
unfortunately, if s true. The Chiefs have 
lost Ferris State signee Cole Vickers for 
the rest of the season because of an in
jury. Thaf s not just removing a pawn 
from the chessboard. That's like losing 
the Queen, arguably the best piece. We 
still love Lake McIntosh and the rest of 
the boys, but if s going to be a lot tougher 
to win in the playoffs without a Division 
II college basketball lighting up the sco- 
rebook.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (5>folsom- 
brandonj.

Detroit Catholic Central’s Chas Lewless 
passes against Brother Rice on Feb. 19.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Title
Continued from Page 1B

“I started the season thinking I had a 
really great team. And then, well, we 
kind of...,” she trailed off after thinking 
about the adversity the Mustangs have 
faced. “We did a whole flipfiop on our 
team.

“Those kids who normally come off 
the bench were starters for more than 
half the season."

It was baptism by fire for the young
sters.

First, they lost to Mercy, the eventual 
CHSL-Central champions, and then to 
Dearborn Divine Child.

Herberholz returned to the lineup af
ter missing two games with a sprained 
ankle, but she played her first two nights 
back in the lineup with lingering pain.

They got by Warren Regina but lost to 
Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard three 
days later.

“It was really hard to watch,” Herber
holz said. “All I wanted was to be out 
there helping my team."

Slowly but surely, the backups start
ed gaining confidence.

And then two more injured players 
returned to the roster, just in time for the 
start of the CHSL tournament last week.

Marian downed Regina in the quar
terfinal and then took Mercy to overtime 
in the semifinal. The Mustangs pulled 
off the 45-44 upset, and double-double 
specialist McKenzie Swanson even saw 
playing time late in the evening, as she, 
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Bloomfield Hills Marian coach Mary 
Cicerone protests a call.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

too, made her way back from injury.
And just like that. Cicerone's MASH 

unit found themselves playing for the 
CHSL tournament championship.

"You just start redoing things,” Cice
rone said. “And you say, ‘OK, this is what 
we can do with this group.' Midseason, 
we were like, ‘We've got a whole differ
ent group. We've got to do something 
different.' We focused more on the de
fense. We told the kids that if s too late 
in the season for you to become a shoot
er, so don't shoot.

“We pounded it into the people who 
we know are consistent scorers. So we 
got everybody a role who came off the 
bench and were now starters.”

And thaf s how the Mustangs wound 
up beating Divine Child in the Feb. 19 
championship at Wajme State Univer

sity.
They slowed down the offense, wait

ed for wide-open shots and let their de
fense do the talking.

Herberholz, who finished with 22 
points, scored 16 of Marian's 24 first- 
half points off drives to the hoops. Some 
fell in the hole, others drew a foul, and 
the senior ultimately finished 8 of 10 
from the foul line.

But her biggest moment came at the 
very end.

She dribbled around the arc, killing 
the final 12 seconds. As the final horn 
buzzed, she slammed the ball as hard as 
she could, turned to her teammates and 
screamed, “Lef s go!” And then the rest 
of her teammates joined her at half 
court to celebrate the 44-36 victory.

Thafs right. The down-and-out 
fourth-place finishers in the Central up
set the field to win the tournament title.

“I always had faith in us that we could 
make it this far,” Herberholz said. “If s 
just like how you play each game. You've 
just got to show up each night to play 
each game. I didn't know if anyone else 
was going to get hurt. What else would 
we do? Ifs good to be back at full 
strength and be back together again.

“(Getting almost everyone back 
healthy), ifs perfect timing. Sure, we 
had some bad luck with all the injuries, 
but ifs great timing to get back and win 
when it counts as a team together.”

And doing it for Cicerone, who's on 
her way out of coaching?

“That was definitely one of the goals 
this year” Herberholz added.

Cicerone found herself a seat on the
| 1 1

bench as CHSL city-wide athletic direc
tor Vic Michaels presented Divine Child 
with its runner-up medals and trophy at 
half court.

Marian AD Mike Watson walked be
hind Cicerone and patted her on the 
back.

“This is your 20th (tournament 
championship),” the first-year AD said.

“Are you sure?!” Cicerone asked, sur
prised. “That sounds like a lot ”

"You deserve it,” Watson responded.
And then, one by one, Michaels 

called each Mustang onto the floor to ac
cept their championship medals.

And then Cicerone* who was named 
the CHSL Coach of the Year during a 
special halftime presentation, made her 
way to half court to accept the champi
onship trophy.

She grabbed it and then smiled while 
posing with Michaels for a picture as her 
players jumped up and down and 
clapped for her. Then she hoisted the 
trophy in the air. Moments later, her 
players swarmed her with hugs.

How's it feel to go out like this?
“I always like to win — HELLO! — but 

if s a little sweeter because I'm going out 
with a championship and we came in as 
the underdogs ” Cicerone said. “Noth
ing' s better than coming in as the under
dogs”

The arena's seats were emptied by 
the time she cradled the trophy in her 
left arm and made her way across the 
court and back to the locker room alone.

For one final time, Gcerone^s team 
won a conference title. And the Mus
tangs never lost faith.



Livonia Franklin’s Tyler Garrett (left) and Livonia Stevenson’s Jake McPherson shake hands before the Division 1 team 
wrestling regional semifinal Feb. 16. photos by tom beaudoin/special to hometownlife.com

Wrestling
Continued from Page IB

going!’ It just made me really happy be
cause I wasn’t expecting him to react 
like that.

“It was a shock to me a little bit.”
It wasn’t a shock to 15th-year coach 

Mitch Hancock, who’s had the pleasure 
of coaching both Derek and Dylan.

Derek was all-business at CC, Han
cock said. He was like a coach’s dream.
Derek showed up, put in the work and 
was what Hancock likes to say “in the 
zone.”

If you’re “in the zone” at CC, you’re 
likely a state title contender. And Dylan, 
too, is always locked in before matches.
Only he’s a bit liberal about being laser- 
focused when it comes to practice or be
ing away from the mat.

“His first two years here, he’d drive 
,me up a wall,” Hancock said. “He always 
wanted to joke around. He was always 
asking wild questions. He was just a 
goofball. It took me until the end of his 
sophomore year to figure out how to 
really coachhim. I figured it out: You just 
let him do his own thing and have some 
fun, and you can see the product that 
you get on the mat.

“You just let him go out there and 
have some fun.”

Dylan’s work speaks for itself, 
though. He’s already a two-time indi
vidual state champion at 112 and 135 
pounds.

He won last week’s district champi
onship and will likely win the upcoming 
regional tournament. nor. He’s just a loveable, likable guy, and

As of this writing, he boasts a 55-1 he’s always playing around. I like that, 
record this season, which includes 31 and I think our team needs that. I think I 
pins, 10 victories by way of technical need that as a coach, too, because he 
falls and six major decisions. really puts into perspective what being

Plus, he’s been successful on the na- on a team is all about. We train so hard 
tional circuit, whether if s the Super 32 all the time.
Challenge showcase in Greensboro, “We talk about focus and (staying in) 
North Carolina, the US Marine Corps Ju- the zone all the time. He brings that 
nior and 16-U National Championships uniqueness of, ‘Lefs have some fun!’ 
in Fargo, North Dakota, or anywhere sometimes, and I love it.” 
else they hold top-flight wrestling com- Added Dylan: “I just like to have fun
petitions. with it. After all, it is just wrestling. If we

If s a no-brainer why U-M recruited can have fun with it, I think we should, 
him. Hopefully, the Wolverines will en- Of course, you need to narrow in before 
joy his jokes and banter in the practice your match. It’s just more fim. It brings 
room. up the mood with everybody around

“The neat thing about Dylan is he’s you.” 
pretty laid back,” Hancock added. “It Dylan will look to add to his resume 
took me a couple of years to get used to when the Shamrocks attempt to win 
his mentality and his laid-back demea- their ninth state championship under

Hancock since 2010 next week at Wings 
Event Center in Kalamazoo.

CC hopes to avenge last season’s 29- 
24 loss to Davison in the state final.

The Cardinals face Macomb Dakota 
in their quarterfinal and will likely take 
on either Grandville or Holt in the semi
final.

There’s a chance the two programs 
will rematch in the championship.

“We kind of know we should be a top- 
two team,” Dylan said. “We’re going to 
work our butts off to be the No. 1 team.
If s just the standard. Our motto is, ‘The 
standard is the standard.’ Our standard 
is to be No. 1, and we know we should be 
that because of the work we put in.” i

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown Detroit Catholic Central’s Dylan 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- Gilcher, a recent Michigan commit, 
hrandonj. laughs while watching his teammates.
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‘Our family never talked about it/ 
but she shares internment history
Eve Chen
USA TODAY

Hanako Wakatsuki has dedicated her 
life to remembering what her family 
wouldn't talk about: the mass incarcer
ation of Japanese Americans during 
World Warn.

Eighty years ago, on Feb. 19, 1942, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066, which eventually 
led to rounding up roughly120,000 Jap
anese Americans forced to leave every
thing behind.

"We lost everything, like I lost my 
heritage," Wakatsuki said. “I had four 
generations of my family incarcerated 
at Manzanar” one of 10 camps where 
Americans with at least l/16th Japanese 
ancestry were confined.

The historian also had relatives in
carcerated at Minidoka and Tule Lake.

"Our family never talked about it be
cause it was super traumatic," she said. 
"That's why I got so interested in learn
ing about this.”

Over the years, she has shared what 
she learned at various sites within the 
national park system, including former 
camp locations and Pearl Harbor. She is 
now superintendent of the Honouliuli 
National Historic Site, which is still in 
development to preserve Japanese 
American confinement history in Ha
waii.

Both the National Park Service arid 
Wakatsuki are intentional about the 
language they use to share these stories.

“It is important to accurately de
scribe the history of the mass incarcer
ation of Japanese Americans during 
World War II without perpetuating eu
phemistic terms that the U.S. govern
ment and others employed at the time, 
or incorrect terms later substituted that 
do not adequately describe the injustice 
experienced by more than 120,000 peo
ple," reads Park Service's guidance 
around language.

“We got it institutionalized into the 
Harpers Ferry editorial style guide, 
which is helping us move forward as, 
first, the Park Service to tell these sto
ries, but also institutionalizing it kind of 
at a governmental level to recognize 
that, hey, we haven't been using the 
proper terminology to describe these 
situationsWakatsuki said.

Saturday marked the 80th annual 
Day of Remembrance of Japanese 
American mass incarceration. Through
out the weekend, the National Park Ser
vice, Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History and Heart Mountain 
Wyoming Foundation co-hosted a se
ries of free, live, virtual events address
ing what happened, how it impacts 
what's still happening today and what

Hanako Wakatsuki is the superintendant of Honouliuli National Historic Site. Over the years at various sites within the 
national park system, she has shared what she learned about the mass incarceration of Japanese Americans during World
War II. PROVIDED BY STAN HONDA/NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

can be done moving forward.
All year long, the conversation and 

reflection continue at various sites ded
icated to remembering that history, in
cluding:

• Manzanar National Historic Site
• Minidoka National Historic Site
• Bainbridge Island Japanese Amer

ican Exclusion Memorial
• Tule Lake National Monument
• Honouliuli National Monument
• Japanese American Memorial to 

Patriotism During World War II
• Death Valley National Park
• Golden Gate National Recreation 

Area
• Presidio of San Francisco
• Wing Luke Museum Affiliated Area
• World War II Memorial

Wakatsuki’s
grandfather
Woodrow
Mann
Wakatsuki
served in the
military while
the rest of his
Japanese
American
family
was
incarcerated 
during WWII.
PROVIDED BY 
WAKATSUKI FAMILY

Forget the

We provide news on multiple platforms connecting you to 
communities, people, and places.
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December JOLTS Report
The Best Job Seeker’s Market Ever Was Growing Ever
More Favorable for Workers Before Omicron
By ZlpRecruiter.com

In December, job openings rose from 
10.78 million to 10.93 million, almost 
matching their all-time record high, 
while hires fell from 6.60 million to 6.26 
million. The diverging numbers highlight 
the intensifying hiring challenges facing 
U.S. companies amid a record-low num
ber of unemployed job seekers per open
ing (just 0.58, down sharply from the 
pre-Covid average 2.3).

Job openings nationwide are now 
55.8% higher than before the pandem
ic. They hit all-time record highs both 
among small businesses with less than 
10 employees (1.5 million openings), and 
among enterprises with more than 5,000 
employees (235,000).

Layoffs and discharges hit their low
est levels on record (0.8%)—a sign that 
workers now have more job security than 
ever before. Given the trouble businesses 
are having in finding and attracting new 
hires, employers are hanging onto the 
workers they've got. That's good news for 
workers, because when employers can't 
replace low-performing workers, they 
have to find other means to increase pro
ductivity, such as investments in train
ing, technology, and improved manage
ment practices.

Workers continue to leave their jobs in 
extremely high numbers, especially in low- 
wage industries where most work must 
be performed onsite, such as leisure and 
hospitality (5.8%) and retail (4.9%). A re

cord-high number of workers quit in trade, 
transportation & utilities in December.

An additional source of strain on em
ployers is relatively high retirements 
(known as “other separations” in the 
data), particularly in the West where 
more workers retired in one month than 
ever before. 1.5 million more workers have 
retired than would have been expected 
before the pandemic. Mid-size business
es with 50-249 employees had the high
est quits rate on record at 3.8% (1.5 mil
lion). They account for 36% of all quits in 
the private sector, an outsized share.
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Top 5 Industries with Largest Increas
es in Job Openings Since Pre-Covid 
February, 2020

• +149.67% Nondurable goods manu
facturing

• +119.23% Other services
• +91.67% Mining and logging
• +90.08% Durable goods manufac

turing
• +89.96% Accommodation and food 

services

Top 5 Industries with the Largest 
1-Month Increases in Job Openings

• +22.60% Information
• +15.00% Educational services
• +12.20% Mining and 

logging
• +9.50% Accommodation and 

food services
• +9.37% State and local government 

education

JOBS ^ ZipRecruiter’ Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow. 
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.uxxaojffnatMH i*-

OFFICE MANAGER 
POSITION AND 
SHIPPING & RECEIVING 
MANAGER POSITION
Full or Part-Time.
Great Benefits.
Will train for both positions.

Please send resumes to 
jzedanBzedandantallab.com 
Fax: 248-626-1948 
or Call: 248-626-3144

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.
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PUZZLE CORNER

Super Crossword PROGRAM
FINALES

ACROSS 
1 Sci-fi zapper

10 Tlashdance” 
star Jennifer

15 1,152, to 
Caesar

20 Stateside
21 U-shaped 

bend in a 
river

22 Protest shout
23 Gave spirit 

to
24 Chicago 

airport
25 See 

42-Across'
26 Bad grade
27 Causes

. wonder in
28 Subcompact 

car of the 
1980s

30 Naughty kid
31 Saroyan’s 

“My Name 
Is—”

32 Mex. miss
33 Abate
34 HarperCollins 

or Simon & 
Schuster

40 — Antonio
41 Suffix with 

Brooklyn
42 With 

25-Across, 
Czech tennis 
great

43 Crude dude
44 Gallery stuff
46 Film director

Preminger

47 Holiday song
49 Optimistic 

attitude
55 Give and 

take
57 False 

appearances
58 Flaky dessert
59 Restricted 

entry
62 USMC rank
63 Frat dude
66 Soon-to-be 

adolescents
67 Inquire into
69 One of 100 

in D.C.
70 Monk’s title
71 Stuff applied 

to the wall of 
a room

76 School org.
77 Certain 

Ukrainian
78 Fine riverbed 

sand
79 Athlete’s 

advantage
84 1836 Texas 

siege site
87 Abbr. on a 

phone dial
88Sgt.,e.g.
89 Must-have
91 In a bit, to 

barde
92 “—a snap!”
93 Took a chair
95 Features of

many limos 
100 Sue Grafton’s 

“—for 
Noose”

101 Movie-rating 
org.

103 Defendant’s 
opponent

104 Part of LAPD
105 “Necktie,” 

“bathrobe” or 
“jumpsuit”

108 College 
bigwig

110 Furry foot
113 Taken 

together
114 Great values
115 Subsequent 

stage
117 Coup —
118 Omit, as a 

syllable
119Eialsam or 

turpentine
120 Blissful spots
121 Doles (out)
122 Maker of 

the eight 
programs 
that are the 
theme of this 
puzzle

DOWN
1 Told a fib
2 Hathaway of 

“Ocean’s 8”
3 Store lure
4 Bygone U.K. 

record label
5 Make over
6 Bar with 

beermaking 
facilities

7 Berlin article
8 Masters

9 Ticked off
10“Awrightr
11 Dig out from 

the ground
12 Impose — on 

(outlaw)
13 Some nobles
14 Affirms 

solemnly
15 Suburb 

of D.C. in 
Virginia

16 Wheat — 
(cereal)

17 Judge of the 
O.J. Simpson 
trial

ISOwing
19 “Don’t worry, 

things are 
going to work 
out”

28 60-min. 
periods

29 “Give — 
whirl”

30 “You’re 
preaching to 
the choir*

31 Lung cell
34 Pen maker
35 Egg cells
36 Boat-rowing 

guys
37 Style of jazz
38 Bathtub 

sponges
39 Great 

reviews
45 Scale notes 

after dos
46 Bullring 

cheer

48 Library 
penalty

50 Old railroad 
watchdog 
agcy.

51 —Bo
1 (exercise 

system)
52 Age-verifying 

cards
53 Top dentures
54 Food fish 

from Africa
56 Eye 

squintingly
59 A DJ might 

spin them
60 Furiousness
61 Gene stuff
62 Co. big shot
63 Gold-winning 

figure skater 
Brian

64 Hotfoot it
65 Slugger Mel
67 Burned a bit
68 Sentimental 

pop songs
71 Dostoyevsky 

novel, with 
’The”

72 Ida. neighbor
73 China’s 

Lao-f^r
74 Suffix with 

Brooklyn
75 Comedian 

Gilda *
76 “Ask Me 

Another” 
airer

77 Available 
without an Rx

79 Occur at the 
same time

80 Acquired 
the film 
rights to

81 Army meal 
companion

82 As a team
83 “So yucky!”
85 Do some 

lawn work
86 Add— 

(peripherals)
90 Pupil- 

widening 
drug, e.g.

93 Young 
salmon and 
sea trout

94 Clerk on “The 
Simpsons”

96 Tristan's 
love

97 Surgery 
assistants

98 TV 
magnate 
Turner

99 Olympic 
athlete, e.g.

102 She sang 
“Hello”

106 Strategize
107 Stand by
108 Sub shop
109 Part of 

62-Down: 
Abbr.

110 El —, Texas
111 Almost like
112 Departed
115 — de plume
116“—So Shy”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ■
20

23 J
26 27 ■

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

4 8 7
9 1 8

1 3 4 5
4 8 9

5 8 6 2
7 2 5

6 7 3
3 5 8

1 6 2 4
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once In each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier It gets to 
solve the puzzle!

TAKE A CAUrSE
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

c s 
1 u
S N

PAM 
O L L 
MR I

U B G M U
I M A 
U S T 
R T 
C I E 
C O H 
HUY 
A Q 
M E 
P E

H O A I

A O 
G G

I R 
R L 

A 
F 
A 
X 
M

H D W T
E 
L 
E. 
D 

I T 
A C

N A M O 
G UA G 

E X 
I N G O A G

CAB I N N C O
R T 
U G

N M

X W A V E
N E D
R N S
O A U
I A G

G 
T 
L 
T

P W I E
S N B N

B U I
S C
E S C O
A O R C
D T Y R
T P V E

S M O

J 
L 
S 
A 
H 
F 
N 

I K

Q C 
Q V

E M 
N T 
A O 
F E

S U C W X

ARRIVAL
CABIN
CARIBBEAN
CASINO
CHAMPAGNE
CREW
CRUISE
CUSTOMS
DEPARTURE
DESTINATION
DIAMONDS
DININ&
DOCK
DUTY-FREE
ENTERTAINMENT
HOLD
HOLIDAY
JEWELS
LUGGAGE
MUSIC
OFFICERS
PACIFIC
PAMPER
POOL
PORT
PURSER
QUAY
QUOITS
RELAX
ROLL
ROMANCE
SAILOR
SEAGULLS
SEA LEGS
SET SAIL
SUITE
SUNBATHE
SUN HAT
SUNSETS
SWELL
TAN
TROPICAL
TUXEDO
WAVES

ANSWER KEY

____ I__ ■EHsHsIID □□□□
BOD EBB EliliaB—HEUaElElElHEIl

BK3E9BD BEHHEHs! □BBBQDBBB 
—rciramig QKDBQEI E3EIIBK3BK3IE3ESBD 
DOBBC3 HHHBB B1HBBBBBBBsumswy

rs^ rxi m

| Z S 9 8 6 L 8 1
9 8 1 Z fi l 8 6
in 6 8 fr 8 L S 9 Z

8 S 9 8 Z * 6 L

Z i fr L 6 9 8 S 8
L 8 6 8 1 S V Z 9
S 9 Z 6 tr 8 | L 8
8 V 8 l- I Z 9 6 S
6 L j§ S 9 8 Z 8 tr

instrument 

furniture

FIND YOUR
dream job 
next pet 
collectible 
boat

great guitar 
camera 
dining room 
sports tickets 
garage sale 

new home

Check out the clilif ied ads everyday.
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More ways to 
reach us.

We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
Information, report delivery Issues^ temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e
Virtual Hold
Leave your Infcrrmatlon and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
Will call you back rather than 
walting.on hold.

e
Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

O
Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com



CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS$ DAYS!

Hori^l
SOLUTIONS I

^♦KURTIS

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY

248-450-6253
Ml Lie #2102222470

12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150
We are CDC compliant In order to best protect you and your family)

•With the purchase of cabinet refacing. “New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 
10Q aq. fl or refadng purchase requited. Does not include demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3QM Granite j*jth Grot® A details only. Offer,fljtptaee ^ZaCtg?. ...

“

(?) THIS MONTH ONLY

50% OFF
Professional Walk-In Bath installation

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(§>(313)241-9116
tOffer ends February 28.2022. Participating dealers only. Not available In AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, 
NY. 50% off Installation labor applies to the Installation of the Walk-In Bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing and electrical. 
Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. ‘Subject to credit approval. Interest Is billed 
during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount Is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is 
no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by 
federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program Is a program name for certain consumer credit plans 
extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are 
federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® Is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the 
loans on behalf of participating landers. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

UM3CHJ614S2443

EMP^RFTODay
mm I ▼ 11 I CARPET& FLOORING 

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl, and laminate when 
you pay tor installation, padding and materials. Excludes stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only Not 
available m all areas. Valid through 02/27/22. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
Af?P,reTocray-com- CSLB1047108 ©2022 Empire Today LLC
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3DAYBLINDS
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

pf§|l
I <: i* «it9a£ ' I

'"IIP

in

Installation
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!*
Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. 

Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other offer or 
discount. Offer Code CEPC Expires 12/31/22. State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: Arizona 321056. 
California 1005986. Connecticut H1C0644950, New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181. Pennsylvania PA107656. 
Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY H01073101. Rockland County. 
NY H-12401-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC Virginia 2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. 
''“"gif City Licenses Available Upon Request © 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC.


