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Cherry Hill Village may get specialty grocery
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Cherry Hill Village in Canton could 
see its first specialty grocery in the com­
ing months.

Plans to construct a new market on 
the southwest comer of Denton and 
Cherry Hill have been submitted to Can­

ton Township. Dubbed Greenland Mar­
ket and Saj Bakery, it would occupy a 
vacant property in the community and 
won't be like a chain supermarket.

"When we say a grocery store, no dis­
respect to Kroger, but this is not looking 
like Kroger. This is what it looks like,” 
said Najim Saymuah, an architect with 
Dearbom-based CDPA Architects.

"What we try to create is a downtown, 
multi-small store environment, if you 
win.”

Saymuah described the space as 
something closer to Westborn Market in 
downtown Plymouth.

The concept was discussed at the 
Feb. 7 planning commission meeting at 
Canton Township Hall. The idea re­

ceived praise from some commission­
ers, who called the development a wel­
come addition to the walkable, trendy 
part of the community.

"I think it fits into the vision of what 
Cherry Hill Village was always sup­
posed to be/’ Commissioner Sommer

See GROCERY, Page 4A

Then-President George Bush and first lady Barbara Bush wave as the Bush re-election campaign train departs Plymouth 
for Wixom, Milford and Holly on its whistle-stop tour. At left is then-Michigan Gov. John Engler. HOMETOWNLiFE.coM file

Presidents who visited metro 
Detroit during their terms
David VeselenakHometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Bill Clinton interrupted Jerry Spi- 
sak‘s family reunion.

The current executive director of 
maintenance and operations for 
Wayne-Westland Community Schools 
remembers getting the call from his su­
pervisor while he was in Tennessee vis­
iting with family: he had to return to 
Michigan and help prepare for a visit 
from the president of the United States, 
who planned a 1996 campaign stop at 
John Glenn High School in Westland.

"I was down there for a family re­
union. We were all down there,” he said. 
"It was all hands on deck when they de­
cided to come to John Glenn.”

It was just one of many visits to the 
northwestern suburbs of Detroit by a 
sitting president.

See PRESIDENTS, Page 6A

In 1996, then- 
President Bill 
Clinton puts on a 
cap from John 
Glenn High 
School as then- 
Wayne-Westland 
Community 
Schools
Superintendent 
Duane Moore, 
left, and
then-John Glenn 
High School 
Principal Neil 
Thomas cheer.
DETROIT FREE PRESS 
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FARMINGTON HILLS

Police chief 
wants review 
of hookah 
lounge rules
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After fielding calls about the recent 
Vibe Hookah Lounge shooting, Far­
mington Hills Police Chief Jeff King 
wants to pursue strengthening the 
city's ordinance for such venues.

An increased number serious inci­
dents requiring police responses at 
smoking lounges resulted in some ef­
forts last year to regulate the local 
businesses.

The smoking lounges are supposed 
to be closed to the public 1-8 a.m. and 
no one but current smoking lounge 
employees are to be on the premises 
during those hours. The two charged 
in the Jan. 29 shooting that apparently 
happened after 2 a.m., plus their vic­
tims, were all patrons, he said.

King said a shooting victim went to 
an area hospital for treatment, and

See REVIEW, Page 4A

Rep. Jewell Jones 
pleads guilty to 
drunk driving, 
attempted escape
Kayla Daugherty Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Michigan Rep. Jewell Jones, D-Ink- 
ster, pleaded guilty Wednesday in a 
drunken driving case that has involved 
a nearly year-long court battle.

"I resisted arrest on April 6, 202L 1 
drove a vehicle and possessed a fire­
arm when my blood alcohol level was 
more than 0.08,” Jones admitted in 
Livingston County Circuit Court. "I 
drove the vehicle recklessly on 1-96.”

Jones pleaded guilty to two counts 
of resisting and obstructing a police 
officer, operating while intoxicated, 
and possession of a weapon under the 
influence of alcohol.

He also pleaded guilty to added

See JONES, Page 4A
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Livonia company ordered to pay bacH^ages
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Livonia company was ordered by the U.S. Depart­
ment of Labor to pay more than $61,000 in back wages 
after an investigation determined dozens of employ­
ees were not paid correctly.

According a news release sent by the department. 
Vision Link International, LLC, was found to have im­
properly classified 60 employees as independent con­
tractors, which violated the Fair Labor Standards Act.

The department said the company did not pay over­
time at 1& the employee's rate of pay to hourly workers 
who worked more than 40 hours per week. The depart­
ment also found 1099 forms issued to the workers 
failed to withhold the required payroll and income tax­
es, as well as keep inaccurate time and payroll records.

"When employers misclassify their employees as 
independent contractors, they deny them the wages

and benefits they are due such as a minimum wage, 
overtime pay, and protections under the Family and 
Medical Leave Act. Misclassification may also result in 
a higher tax burden on the employee and a reduced so­
cial security benefit,” said Wage and Hour District Di­
rector Timolin Mitchell in a news release. "Regrettably, 
this violation has become all too common. The Wage 
and Hour Division offers online tools to help employers 
understand the law and encourages them to contact 
the division with questions.”

The investigation resulted in the recovery of $61,555 
in overtime back wages for the employees who inspect 
and pack parts for the company's clients.

When reached by phone, an individual at the com­
pany told Hometown Life the issue had been corrected 
and was not an issue.

“We did it last year,” said the individual, who de­
clined to give a name. ‘‘Everything’s fixed and every­
thing is resolved.”

According a news release from the U.S. Department 
of Labor, Livonia-based Vision Link International, 
LLC, was found to have improperly classified 60 
employees as independent contractors, house.gov

Livonia police 
accuse Redford 
man of breaking 
into beauty salons
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Redford Township resident is accused of trying 
to burglarize seven beauty salons.

Livonia police said on Facebook he triggered three 
reports of breaking and entering incidents at three 
salons Jan. 24. Later that night and into the following 
morning, there were two more break-ins at salons 
and two attempted break-ins at salons.

Police caught their suspect after 1 a.m. Jan. 25 
when an officer noticed a white Chevrolet Monte Car­
lo pull onto the roadway from a shopping complex of 
businesses including a salon. Officers conducted a 
traffic stop and anested the front-seat passenger.

Police concluded the man was responsible for all 
seven beauty salon incidents. He apparently had 
used two separate vehicles to commit the crimes.

He was arraigned on 10 felony charges of larceny, 
possessing burglary tool and breaking and entering.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown- 
life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter 
(§>susanvela.
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Co-owner LaShea Williams poses for a selfie in one of the many settings at Selfie Studio Michigan in 
Westland. John heider/hometownlife.com
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David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A vacation to California led LaShea and LaMar 
Williams to opening one of Westland's newest attrac­
tions.

After stopping by a selfie museum while on vaca­
tion, the Detroit couple began thinking about bring­
ing that concept back home. After several months of 
looking for a space and then renovating it, they 
opened the Selfie Studio at 34524 Warren in the 
Westland Crossing shopping center. They spent just 
a handful of months getting the space on the eastern 
side of the shopping center — a former computer re­
pair shop — ready.

“We moved pretty quickly,” she said. “I know 
someone who opened one in Southfield and they 
were doing pretty good.”

The opening brings one of the newer entertain­
ment concepts to Westland's Shop and Dine district. 
Visitors can sign up for a one-hour experience where 
they can bring their cellphone or camera and take 
photos in front of about 25 displays. The studio has 
sets with various backdrops, including ones that are 
space-themed, ice cream-themed and one with a 
graffiti backdrop. A handful of more interactive 
scenes are there as well, including a phone booth 
with a payphone and more.

The space will have some seasonal displays as 
well; it has two stations currently dedicated to Valen­
tine's Day photos, which will most likely transform 
into Mardi Gras booths for the next few weeks. Those 
spaces will be able to accommodate other holiday

displays, including Halloween and Christmas.
Several similar selfie spots have popped up across 

metro Detroit in recent years, including one at Twelve 
Oaks Mall in Novi, as well as others in Femdale and 
Southfield. They allow guests to create picture-perfect 
selfies with unique backgrounds.

Williams said they picked Westland due to their fa­
miliarity with the area, especially around the West- 
land Shopping Center. They saw there wasn't a similar 
business in that part of town and wanted to be the first.

“We wanted to be the only one,” she said. “Hopeful­
ly well stay the only one.”

In addition to the displays, guests can also utilize a 
360-degree camera to create a video with some unique 
looks. Light rings and stands are also available to 
guests who need some extra lighting and a place to put 
their phone while snapping away.

Since opening in January, the couple has had cus­
tomers come from across the area, with a wide demo­
graphic of guests. They said they hope to continue to 
get their name out there and bring people in looking for 
a unique experience.

“It's starting to pick up now. We're starting to get 
phone calls now,” she said. “We have had a lot of 
friends who have come out and supported us and 
they've told people.”

In addition individuals registering for a timeslot, 
the space can also be rented out for parties.

The Selfie Studio is open from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and 
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday. More information, including 
how to sign up for a time slot, can be found online at 
theselfiestudiomichigan.com.
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City of Plymouth
Planning Commission Public Hearing Notice 

Wednesday, March 9,2022 - 7:00 p.m.
City Hall & Online Zoom Webinar 
201 S. Main Street Plymouth, Michigan 48170 

Website: www.plymouthmi.ynv Phone: (734) 453-1234 ext. 232

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Wednesday, March 9,2022, at 
7:00 P.M. online via Zoom to consider the following:

1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR:
PB22-01:306 S. Main, Special Land Use and Site Plan Review 

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the 

hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting 
hearing, to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be 

made by writing or calling the following:
Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 

201S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 234



New senior living, memory care 
center in Livonia to open by March

A community kitchen at Provision Living Livonia for gathering, watching TV or cooking, shelby tankersley/hometownlife.com

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Provision Living in Livonia hopes to 
welcome its first residents by the end of 
the month. The new facility, looking to 
serve Livonia's large senior community, 
will offer senior living, assisted living 
and memory care.

“Knowing the culture Livonia has 
‘families first,' we kind of wanted to have 
that here,” Susan Vincent, the center's 
executive director, said.

Provision has locations in four states, 
and hopes to hold a soft grand opening 
for the Livonia facility in late March. It's 
currently open for tours.

Staff hope the 54-unit facility, at 
33579 Eight Mile Road, will offer an in­
timate, family-centered environment 
for residents. Livonia has 15 other long­
term care facilities, but Provision ex­
pects its modem elements and focus on 
community living will set it apart.

The facility's amenities include a 
courtyard> community kitchen, gym, re­
hab center, salon and private dining 
rooms families can use. Residents can 
also have a smaller pet (under 50 
pounds) that, when necessary, staff will 
help care for.

Vincent stressed she wants to create 
space for families to spend time with 
their loved ones and be involved in their 
care.

“We're trying to give families a place 
to gather together,” said Kim Burton, 
Provision's sales director. “One family 
asked if they can use the kitchen and 
make mom's banana bread recipe, and I 
said absolutely. We want families to feel 
welcome ”j

Thermal technology 
creates ‘smart rooms’

Each room at Provision conies 
equipped with bed and thermal sensors. 
The bed sensor allows staff to see how 
well a resident slept that night and if 
their body had any unnatural rhythms. 
Vincent said the bed sensors will help 
determine if a residenf s care plan

should change or if a new medication is 
giving them side effects.

“Residents families' will call and say, 
‘How did mom sleep last night?' Now, 
we can really show them,” she said.

The thermal readers in the rooms, 
which are not cameras, can track a resi­
dent's heat signature and assist staff in 
helping someone who's fallen or hiding.

Provision's apartments range from 
studio to two bedroom options and cost 
between $4,000 and $6,500 monthly. 
Living costs include housekeeping, 
food, activities, cable and transporta­
tion. Care costs between $500 and 
$2,000, but a resident just looking to 
live in a senior-friendly environment

doesn't need to pay for care and would 
be free to come and go as they please.

Memory care offers callbacks to 
residents’ former jobs* interests

Vincent and Burton, who have both 
seen family members go through mem­
ory care, said they try to help memory 
care patients stay in touch with who 
they are. Each resident gets a “life sta­
tion” based on their past.

For instance, someone who was a 
stay-at-home parent might have laun­
dry to fold, or someone who worked in 
an office might have a desk with files on 
it. Vincent said one of her former pa­

tients had been a doctor, and she en­
joyed performing “rounds” every morn­
ing by speaking to the other residents.

“In our memory care unit, we try to 
honor what they used to do,” Vincent 
said. “If they were a gardener, we'll bring 
in dirt and plants so they can tend to 
plants while they're here. If they were a 
doctor or executive, we'll have files and 
things like that so they can continue to 
remember what it was like to work.”

Memory care units are all studio, and 
there are several units that offer more 
space for couples. Care starts at $6,000 
monthly.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com.
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Your US federal tax questions, answered
Money Matters 
Rick Bloom 

Guest Columnist

Dear Rick:
Last year, my ex-wife passed. We had 

been divorced for about seven years, 
and because of our divorce settlement, I 
was the beneficiary of her IRA. Her es­
tate didn't want to pay me, but I eventu­
ally won and received my check.

My tax situation is very simple; all I 
have is my W-2 and a 1099 from my 
bank. A friend of mine who does my tax­
es told me I had to pay taxes on the mon­
ey I received from my late ex-wife's IRA. 
I was under the belief that what you re­
ceive in a divorce is tax free. My first 
question is who's right?

My second question is, since the CO­
VED, I have been reading about how tax­
es are unconstitutional and if you put 
certain language on your tax return that 
they can’t tax you; is that right? Lastly, if

I do have to pay taxes, is there anything I 
can do?

Joe
Dear Joe:
Let me first address the issue about 

taxes being unconstitutional. That is 
wrong. It is well settled law that our tax 
laws are constitutional. They may not 
be fair, but that's not the issue. There 
have been many people who have 
claimed that taxes were not constitu­
tional and have been convicted of tax 
evasion and sent to prison.

Furthermore, there is nothing you 
can put on your tax return that will 
change that. These tax protestors can 
quote the Constitution all they want, 
but the bottom line is they are wrong. In 
addition, if you follow their advice, more 
likely than not, the IRS will catch you 
and as a result, not only will you have to 
pay the taxes, but you will also pay in­
terest and penalties, and potentially 
they can bring criminal charges against 
you.

Therefore, my advice is to ignore 
these tax protestors, because if you fol­

low their advice, it could cost you in 
more ways than one.

With regard to paying taxes on di­
vorce settlements, generally, that is 
true; however, it is not true when it 
comes to traditional IRAs. It doesn't 
matter if you inherit an IRA or receive it 
in a divorce settlement; the money is 
eventually going to be taxed to you.

Many people may think that the solu­
tion would be to roll the money into an 
inherited IRA and then take advantage 
of the 10-year rule. Under our current 
laws, if someone other than a spouse in­
herits an IRA, they can transfer that 
money into an inherited IRA. Once it is 
in an inherited IRA, you have 10 years to 
withdraw the money. You do not have to 
take distributions every year; rather, the 
law is that the IRA must be withdrawn in 
total, within the 10-year period.

However, by spreading the distribu­
tion over many years, it would have a 
significantly lower impact on your taxes 
than if you took the lump sum. However, 
unfortunately that option is not avail­
able in the case at hand.

In order to take advantage of an in­
herited IRA, the money must be trans­
ferred directly from one IRA account to 
the other. In other words, there is no 60- 
day rollover rule when it comes to non­
spouse beneficiaries. Since you are not 
the spouse, and you received a check, 
that money will be taxed to you as ordi­
nary income on your 2021 tax return.

This time of year it is not unusual for 
the tax protestors to come out of the 
woodwork. Ultimately, you and I are re­
sponsible for our own tax returns. Con­
sequently, if you choose not to report in­
come or take questionable deductions, 
you will be held responsible.

Therefore, to save you a fair amount 
of grief and money, use reputable peo­
ple to assist with your tax return, and 
anyone who tells you that taxes are un­
constitutional, walk away.

Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad­

visor. His website is bloomadvisors.com. 
If you would like him to respond to your 
questions, email him at rick<g)bloom- 
advisors.com.

Jones
Continued from Page 1A

counts of reckless driving and attempt­
ed escape while awaiting trial for a mis­
demeanor.

The escape charge stemmed from a 
separate incident when, in September 
2021, Jones was jailed after violating his 
bond conditions for a third time. While 
being processed into the jail, Livingston 
County Jail staff said they discovered a 
handcuff key taped to the bottom of this 
foot, which resulted in additional 
charges.

“A handcuff key was found on my 
person when I was processed and 
placed in Livingston County Jail,” Jones 
admitted during the plea hearing.

In exchange for the plea, prosecutors 
agreed to dismiss two counts of resist­
ing and obstructing a police officer, op­
erating a motor vehicle with a high 
blood alcohol content, bringing a weap­
on into a jail, and escape waiting trial for 
a felony.

He must write apology letters to 
Michigan State Police troopers James 
Gilmer and Kenneth Harden, according 
to Livingston County Assistant Prose­
cuting Attorney Christina Richards. 
Jones’ attorney Byron Nolen had asked 
the court to allow access to personnel 
records for Gilmer and Harden earlier 
this month. Livingston County Circuit 
Court Judge Michael Hatty denied the 
request.

Prosecutors also agreed to recom­
mend Holmes Youthful Trainee Act sta­
tus for Jones on the two counts of resist­
ing and obstructing a police officer, and 
possession of a weapon under the influ­
ence of alcohol because the initial inci­
dent took place before Jones turned 26.

Under HYTA, charged are removed

State Rep. Jewell Jones responds to 
charges read by Judge Michael Hatty 
during his plea hearing Feb. 16.
GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

from the court record after an individual 
successfully completes of the terms of 
sentencing

Charges filed under the motor vehicle 
code and those stemming from inci­
dents after Jones turned 26 are not eligi­
ble.

Jones is scheduled to appear in front 
of Hatty for sentencing on March 17.

Jones will be subject to a minimum of 
two-year reporting probation, accord­
ing to the plea agreement. He could still 
face up to two years in jail since there is 
no sentencing agreement related to jail 
time.

“There is a two-year minimum for 
probation, but that does not limit me on 
any potential jail sentence,” Hatty said. 
“Any jail, if at all will be up to the court.”

'We all make mistakes’

After the hearing, Jones said the de­

cision to avoid trial was motivated by a 
need to get back to work full time as a 
representative.

Jones is permitted to attend legisla­
tive hearings, but is subject to a curfew 
and location restrictions while on bond.

"I think we all make mistakes,” he 
said. “I don't think ifs so much about 
being innocent. I don't think ifs so 
much about being guilty. Sometimes, 
you just have to accept the facts. I made 
the mistake.

“I made many mistakes in my life, 
maybe this is just one of the ways I am 
paying for it. I was willing to fight all the 
different lies at some point and time, 
but I do have to make peace with the 
mistakes that I did make.”

After the hearing, Jones was con­
fronted by a man who witnessed the 
April 6, 2021, incident, who asked what 
took Jones so long to enter a plea.

“For a long time I was so focused on 
trying to prove my innocence, trying to 
fight the system but at some point and 
time you just need to craft some win­
ning strategies with different people 
and figure out we can all come together,” 
Jones said.

Thp man told Jones he drove behind 
the representative for several miles on 
the freeway.

“You were out of control driving 75 
miles an hour on the shoulder... pedes­
trian walking with a gas can... a parked 
car ... you would have taken them out 
sir,” the man said as Jones walked away.

Apology letters

Jones posted copies of the required 
apology letters to his personal Insta- 
gram page with the caption, “I did then 
what I knew how to do. Now that I know 
better, I do better. Not only did I accept a 
plea... I wrote two sincere letters of apol­
ogy. Nothing in life is final. #HOLLA”

In his letter to MSP Trooper Gilmer 
Jones apologized for his “inflammatory 
language” and actions. He said he would 
prefer work with Gilmer and other law 
enforcement officers to foster a safe en­
vironment rather than feud.

“I have forgiven you, and hopefully 
you can forgive me,” Jones wrote.

“We 'Black' men have a hard enough 
time in our own struggle for justice, and 
already have enough enemies as it is, to 
make the drastic mistake of attacking 
each other and adding more weight to 
an already unbearable load,” Jones 
wrote in his letter to MSP Trooper Hard­
en, who is Black.

Jones said he had “no hard feelings,” 
toward Harden and “although I believe 
things were mishandled that day on 
1-96,1 played a role in the fiasco.”

Jones was arrested after troopers 
were called to westbound Interstate-96 
near Fowlerville Road on April 6,2021, in 
response to reports of a vehicle that had 
been driving recklessly, according to po­
lice reports. There, police encountered 
Jones and a woman in a vehicle.

In dashcam video played in court in 
2021, officers can be seen grappling with 
Jones during the traffic stop. Jones can 
be heard saying he wants to give police 
his ID, although he previously" refused 
multiple times.

He also referred to one of the troopers 
as the N-word and used other exple­
tives.

Police used a shock device twice, and 
pepper spray, before Jones complied 
with officers' request for his left arm so 
they could handcuff him. Jones was 
handcuffed and placed into a Livingston 
County Sheriff's Office vehicle.

Jones had a blood alcohol content of 
at least 0.17%, according to the police 
complaint, more than twice the 0.08% 
limit at which a person can be convicted 
of drunken driving.

mamm
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Six people face charges in connection to a Jan. 29 shooting at the Vibe Hookah 
Lounge on Northwestern Highway in Farmington Hills, courtesy of google maps

Review
Continued from Page 1A

hospital staff alerted police. While po­
lice interviewed the victim, another ap­
peared in the emergency room.

Police said a juvenile, 17, supplied a 
gun to Devonte Johnson, 28, of Detroit. 
Johnson allegedly then punched one of 
the victims, which caused the second 
victim to intervene to prevent further 
conflict.

Police say Johnson then shot one vic­
tim in the groin; the other, in the thigh.

Law enforcers arrested Johnson and 
the juvenile earlier this month. Johnson 
was arraigned on several felony assault 
and firearms charges. The Wayne Coun­
ty juvenile is dealing with counts of car­
rying a concealed weapon and accesso­
ry after the fact.

But that's not all. King said investiga­
tors gleaned lounge employees cleaned 
the lounge, closed the business and left 
with evidence they collected.

Owner Amar Sinawi, 49, of West 
Bloomfield, was arraigned on felony 
charges of tampering with evidence and 
lying to police. The other three - Hilal 
Haio, 50, of Walled Lake, Viktor Keqaj, 
32, of Farmington Hills and Baher Han­
na, 37, of Novi - also are contending 
with a felony tampering charge.

Hanna faces additional weapons 
charges - one for possessing a firearm 
and another for carrying a concealed 
weapon. Police have said more charges 
are possible. Hanna was arrested with 
about 64 pounds of marijuana in his ve­
hicle.

Sinawi and Hanna's attorneys work 
for the Law Offices of Raymond Cassar.

“On behalf of Mr. Sinawi, there's 
much, much more to the story,” Cassar 
said. “I think it was not made clear that 
he had nothing to do with the shooter, 
nothing at all. He actually attempted to 
break up a fight with the shooter and an­
other patron to prevent people from get­
ting injured. There's much more going 
on here.”

He added that there are “really good, 
clear” videotapes that will help portray 
what was actually happening at the 
hookah lounge.

Hanna's attorney, Alexandra Giulia-
§

ni, said there's more to the incident 
than what police are sharing.

“The videotapes are going to show 
that both my client, the owner, and 
Miss Giuliani's client were attempting 
to get people out of that establish­
ment, trying desperately to clear the 
establishment” Cassar said. “People 
were not willing to leave as quickly as 
they should have. That's going to ex­
plain why there were still some linger­
ers after the 2 a.m. (hour).”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.
Ill S i . m g

Grocery
Continued from Page 1A

Foster said. “I think... you will see a lot 
of people who are not driving to the 
grocery store but who are walking to 
the grocery store.”

While the project was seen as a plus 
for that part of Canton — which has no 
grocery store nearby — commissioners 
expressed concern over traffic issues 
in that part of town, especially once 
the store is built.

“We already have a failing intersec­
tion. And whether the marketplace is 
going to cause it to be more failing, 
we're looking at something is already 
an issue,” said Commissioner Nancy 
Eggenberger. “And I don't feel good 
about saying, 'Let's throw some more 
traffic here.' ”

The planning commission recom­
mended approval to the township's 
board of trustees, which will make the 
final determination.

While it wasn't included in the mo­
tion, the commission asked if the 
township's engineering department 
could reach out to Wayne County, who 
oversees roads in Canton, to help im­
prove traffic in the area.

“We're actually going to work on 
that right away with our engineering 
staff” said Patrick Sloan, the town­
ship’s community planner. “We'll start 
that dialogue immediately.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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Presidents

Then-President Barack Obama praises the investment Detroit Diesel announced during a December 2012 visit in Bedford.
FILE

Continued from Page 1A

With the region's major growth in the 
middle of the 20th century, several 
presidents visited communities in both 
Wayne and Oakland counties, mostly 
making stops during reelection cam­
paigns and highlighting local industry. 
Looking back at the 46 men who have 
occupied the office of the presidency, 
more than half-a-dozen have traveled to 
Detroit's suburbs, all in the past 50 
years.

Clinton's visit Sept. 17,1996, marked 
the first time a sitting president had vis­
ited Westland, a fact the Democrat men­
tioned during his address to the crowd.

“I understand I am the first President 
to come to Westland,” Clinton said. “I'll 
tell you something folks, they get a good 
look at you on the evening news tonight, 
I won't be the last President to come to 
Westland, I can promise you that.”

Both Democrats and Republicans 
have visited the region over the dec­
ades, highlighting the political diversity 
in the surrounding communities.

That Clinton visit took plenty of 
work, preparing with the Secret Service 
beforehand to make sure the school was 
secure and presentable.

They even remodeled a bathroom for 
the occasion just in case the president 
had to take care of business.

“It was the cleanest bathroom in the 
district,” Spisak said.

Reagan in Redford 
*a day to remember9

Clinton remains the only president to 
have visited Westland, but several other 
area communities have welcomed the 
commander-in-chief.

Redford Township welcomed its first 
president in1984, thanks to a letter ask­
ing for a visit sent by St. Agatha High 
School junior Carol Tumidanski. That 
letter made it to the president from Cali­
fornia and prompted the Republican to 
stop by the since-closed school on 
Beech Daly.

Roberta Clemak, then principal of St. 
Agatha Elementary School, remembers 
the day Reagan visited well. She said 
Reagan wanted to speak with students 
in the background wearing uniforms, 
which gave an opportunity for the 
younger students to be on stage.

“At that time, the high school didn't 
have them. We had the grade school sit 
with him on bleachers,” the retired 
Northville resident said. “We had the 
first and second graders in the hall fac­
ing Reagan when he came out of the 
gym. He shook hands with a few of 
them. It was a day to remember.”

He spoke on several topics before 
taking questions from several students. 
Those included serious topics such as 
nuclear disarmament and medical care, 
as well as a discussion on the Detroit Ti­
gers, who would win a World Series title 
that fall.

Less than 30 years later, another 
president came to Redford. Barack Oba­
ma addressed a crowd at Detroit Diesel 
in December 2012 after a company an­
nouncement saying it would invest $120 
million into the facility, creating 115 ad­
ditional jobs.

“Since 1938, Detroit Diesel has been 
turning out some of the best engines in 
the world,” he said during his speech. 
“Generations of Redford workers have 
walked through these doors. Not just to

punch a clock. Not just to pick up a pay- 
check, not just to build an engine, but to 
build a middle-class life for their fam­
ilies.”

President Ford says 
‘people are excited9

Despite being a state since 1837, just 
one president hailed from the Great 
Lakes State. That was Gerald Ford, who 
became president upon the resignation 
of Richard Nixon. Ford stopped by sev­
eral communities when campaigning in 
1976, including stops at Wonderland 
Mall in Livonia and Shain Park in down­
town Birmingham.

“You don't know how nice it is to 
come back home on a beautiful day in 
May and to see so many wonderful peo­
ple who are here because they want to 
hear a story about what we have done 
and what we're trying to do and what we 
intend to do in the next four years,” Ford 
is recorded as saying at Shain Park dur­
ing a political rally. “I ask you on the ba­
sis of performance — the achievement

and the maintenance of peace; prosper­
ity; a progress out of a recession toward 
a healthy and prosperous economy; and 
the restoration of trust in your Presiden­
cy — I ask for your help and assistance, 
performance versus promises.”

Leslie Pielack, director of the Bir­
mingham Museum, said Ford's visit was 
part of his plan to bring back the whis­
tle-stop campaign tour conducted by 
presidents in previous decades.

“He revived the concept of the train 
campaign. He did that in southern 
Michigan,” she said. “He was sort of do­
ing a throwback to that.”

Among metro Detroit's most affluent 
areas, several sitting presidents visited 
the Birmingham area in recent decades. 
Clinton visited both Bloomfield Town­
ship and Bingham Farms at the end of 
his presidency in 2000 for campaign 
visits.

In addition to Ford's visit to the for­
mer mall at Plymouth and Middlebelt 
roads, two other presidents stopped by

See PRESIDENTS, Page 7A
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Birmingham Historical Museum and Park museum specialist Caitlin Donnelly Then-President George W. Bush with Beaver Aerospace and Defense worker
holds a poster for a rally for then-President Gerald Ford for a his May 1976 visit Randy Herron, of Westland, in 2003. Bush spoke to over 1,000 workers and 
to Shain Park, john heider/hometownlife.com invited guests of Beaver Aerospace and Defense Inc. in Livonia, dfp file

Presidents
Continued from Page 6A

Livonia while in office since 2000: Clin­
ton visited in fall 2000, and George W. 
Bush stopped by multiple times, includ­
ing a visit to Beaver Aerospace and De­
fense in 2003 and a Republican Party 
dinner in 2008 at Laurel Manor.

Laura Toy, Livonia City Council vice 
president and a former legislator, met 
Bush when he came to Michigan a hand­
ful of times. She described the Texas Re­

publican as "a character.”
“I think he’s rather bright, and I think 

he quips a lot,” she said. “I find him to be 
kind of funny.”

She still holds a memento of Bush’s 
2003 visit to Beaver Aerospace: a small 
American flag Bush autographed at the 
event. She remembers the outcry after­
wards, with national news stories being 
written about Bush writing on an Amer­
ican flag.

"George W. Bush came through and 
he signed those American flags. I said to 
the kids, ‘Stick out your flags,’” she said. 
"He signed it.”

His father, George H.W. Bush, took a 
train tour throughout the region during 
his reelection campaign. In addition to 
spending the night at a hotel in Livonia, 
the elder Bush embarked on a regional 
train tour that saw him speak in com­
munities such as Wixom, Milford and 
Plymouth, where a plaque on the old 
train station commemorates his Sept. 
26,1992, visit.

"You know, Barbara and I are on a 
233-mile train ride through the great 
heartland of America,” Bush said in Ply­
mouth. "We just came across the line 
into Michigan, and let me tell you, Bar­

bara and I think it is fantastic to be here 
in Plymouth and see this marvelous 
turnout.”

The energy around a presidential vis­
it is unlike any other, Toy said. It’s 
something that changes the feelings 
ground a building the day of the visit, 
especially when they come to smaller 
communities.

It’s just everybody piles in, if s crazy,” 
Toy said. "People are excited. Ifs the 
president of the United States.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@1nometowrilife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.
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Defending state champs battle in MIHL thriller
Brandon Folsom Homet6vymlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Cranbrook hockey coach John La- 
Fontaine could only smile as he stepped 
off the ice at Wallace Ice Arena.

The defending Division 3 champions 
just wrapped up about as bad of a 
month as you could endure.

The Cranes (12-9-1) Ipst eight of nine 
from Jan. 12 to Feb. 5.

And they’re finally starting/to get 
back on track, as Saturday’s 4-2 victory 
over Brother Rice makes them winners 
in each of their last two games.

And with the playoffs only two weeks 
away, they’re finally looking like a state 
finals contender again.

They scored twice in the second peri­
od to put away the game, which includ­
ed Alex Scarsella pushing in the game- 
winner while Cranbrook was short- 
handed.

"That defeat at Warren DeLaSalle (on 
Jan. 12) started a pretty good losing 
streak for us,” said LaFontaine, whose 
squad has only two games left before

hosting a regional semifinal game on 
Feb. 28. "The guys are starting to come 
together. If s been a tough stretch, and 
DeLaSalle is a hell of a team. If s funny, 
though. We had a chance to beat DeLa­
Salle late in the game, and we found a 
way to lose.

See BATTLE, Page 2B

Farmington senior signs with U-M
Peter Baracco still has 
unfinished business on 
the high school track
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As only a senior runner at Farming- 
ton, Peter Baracco has already achieved 
most of his goals, even though his career 
is just getting started.

There’s just one thing he hasn’t 
scratched off his list yet.

"I do want some of those records up 
on the record board,” Baracco said. "I 
still haven’t gotten to that yet. I was a 
second off the 2 mile one. I definitely 
want to get some up on there and maybe 
win a state championship in the proc­
ess, but we’ll see how it goes.”

Thaf s what was on Baracco’s mind 
during Farmington’s special signing cer­
emony in its gymnasium.

He was one of nine Falcons signing 
letters of intent to play sports in college.

Baracco is headed to Michigan to 
both run cross country and compete in 
track and field.

He chose the Wolverines over offers 
from Michigan State and Purdue?

s Before joining his classmates at cen­
ter court for the signing event, he gazed 
at the record board located on the south 
wall in the gym.

He knows he’s got lots of work to do 
when his final track season starts next 
month.

And, technically, he should already 
be on that board. Usually, high schools 
include the cross country school record 
for the fastest time in the 5 kilometers, 
which Baracco holds with a time of 15 
minutes, 21 seconds, on their record 
boards.

But not at Farmington High School.
"I need to talk to somebody about 

getting that up there,” he said.
To say Baracco is a natural at running 

is an understatement. He’s always been 
the fastest kid at school.

During fun runs in elementary 
school, he remembers running the most 
laps. His teachers used to award a rub­
ber band for every lap completed. His 
wrists were always loaded with those 
special bracelets. He said those races 
were the first times he realized running 
was his favorite sport.

See SIGNING, Page 3B

With star injured, Canton beats Hartland to clinch title
Bill Khan Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

CANTON — Listed at 5-foot-10, Can­
ton senior Lake McIntosh isn’t an im­
posing figure when he steps onto a bas­
ketball court.

That is, until he starts shooting the 
ball.

McIntosh gave Hartland and skepti­
cal college recruiters an eyeful, scoring 
19 of his career-high 25 points in the first 
half of a 61-24 rout over the Eagles in a 
game between the top two teams in the 
KLAA West.

Canton clinched the division cham­
pionship by winning its 12th straight 
game after an 0-4 start. The Chiefs are

12-0 in the KLAA West, while Hartland 
fell to 9-3 with its second consecutive 
loss.

During the pregame Senior Night cer­
emony, the public address announcer 
read information about McIntosh that 
indicates he is undecided on his college 
future, but that he plans to play basket­
ball at the next level.

A player who is averaging 19 points in 
his last seven games on one of the hot­
test teams in the state would ordinarily 
have college programs beating down his 
door. Canton coach Jimmy Reddy 
knows why interest in McIntosh has 
been lukewarm.

See CANTON, Page 2B
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Battle

Cranbrook’s Ty Esterline looks for the puck against Brother Rice Feb. 12 at Wallace Ice Arena.
PHOTOS BY TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Plavoff schedule

Brother Rice’s Andrew Lindsay (left) stops Cranbrook’s Ethan Heilman from 
getting the puck.

Continued from Page 1B

"We've been doing that lately. A lot of 
overtime games. A lot of shootouts. 
We've been finding ways to lose instead 
of finding ways to win. So the last two 
games have been good."

A 6-1 victory over Port Huron North­
ern ended their stay in purgatory, and 
the Feb. 12 victory vs. Rice was quite the 
confidence booster.

Cranbrook definitely found a way to 
win.

The Warriors, the defending D-2 
state champions, who are currently 
ranked No. 4, couldn't keep pace with 
the Cranes' offense, which outshot Rice, 
34-16.

Rice played well in spurts, especially 
with goalie Tommy O'Donnell (30 saves) 
bailing out his blue line often through­
out the Michigan Interscholastic Hock­
ey League game.

But Cranbrook took advantage of 
enough of Rice's snafus to put a come­
back out of reach for the Warriors.

Both Ishaan Patel and Max Bergen 
slapped in rebounds, as the Cranes ben­
efited from crashing the net all night.

“That's playoff hockey," LaFontaine 
said. “If you don't get to the net, you're 
not going to have success.

“I know they don't have (Brother Rice 
forward Andrew Marone) and a couple 
of other guys, but it was good to get that 
one back because we lost in overtime to 
them during this streak (3-2 on Jan. 25).
I felt like this was a playoff game for us in 
the respect that if there's a mistake 
made in your net, you've got to make 
sure that you're playing solid hockey, 
smart hockey.... I thought we did a lot of 
good things tonight and played sound in 
all three periods of the game.”

Peter Rosa scored both of Rice's 
goals, even knotting the score at 1 in the 
first period after sneaking one past 
Cranbrook goalie Gunnar Dudlar (14 
saves).

But his second goal wasn't until 1:41 
was left, and Cranbrook's Gabe Kucher- 
sky pushed in an insurance goal on the 
power play just under a minute later to 
end things.

“Coming here and playing these guys 
(Cranbrook) in this building, it's always 
a physical battle,” Rice coach Kenny 
Chaput said. “You've always got to be on 
your game. They played really well, real­
ly solid. We gave up too many opportu­
nities, and they took advantage of them. 
We gave up too many shots, didn't get 
enough shots. Tommy played well and 
kept us around and kept us in the game, 
but we've got a lot to clean up. You can't 
give up that many shots in a game like 
this against a good team.”

Rice (11-12-1) has just a matchup 
against Brighton left before it hosts 
Madison Heights Bishop Foley for its re­
gional semifinal on Feb. 25 at Oak Park 
Ice Arena.

There isn't much time remaining for 
the Warriors to clean up their mistakes.

“We've been talking the same things

and same details pretty much all year,” 
Chaput added. “We've gotten better at 
things, but at the same time, we're still 
too prone to making too many mistakes 
in a game. Good teams take advantage 
of those. We've got to eliminate them. 
Nobody plays mistake-free, but you've 
got to limit the opportunities you give

the other team. They took advantage of 
our mistakes today. Other than that, we 
played a good game.... We've just got to 
be smarter.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Division 1
Plymouth vs. Farmington 
(pre-regional), 7:30 p.m., Feb. 22, 
Dearborn Ice Skating Center

Salem vs. TBD (semifinal), 5 p.m., Feb.
24, Dearborn Ice Skating Center

Detroit Catholic Central vs. Lapeer 
(semifinal), 4:30 p.m., Feb. 24, USA 
Hockey Arena, Plymouth

Northville vs. TBD (semifinal), 2 p.m., 
Feb. 26, Kensington Valley Ice House, 
Brighton

Division 2
South Lyon vs. Walled Lake Northern 
(pre-regional), 6:15 p.m., Feb. 22, Novi 
Ice Arena

Novi vs. Livonia Stevenson (semifinal), 
6:15 p.m., Feb. 25, Novi Ice Arena

Canton vs. TBD (semifinal), 8:30 p.m., 
Feb. 25, Novi Ice Arena

Bloomfield Hills vs. Birmingham Groves 
(semifinal), 4:30 p.m., Feb. 25, Oak Park 
Ice Arena

Brother Rice vs. Madison Heights 
Bishop Foley (semifinal), 7 p.m., Feb.
25, Oak Park Ice Arena

Division 3
Detroit Country Day vs. Grosse Pointe 
South (pre-regional), 3 p.m.,Feb. 21, 
Jack Adams Memorial Arena, Detroit

Livonia Franklin vs. Livonia Churchill 
(pre-regional), 5 p.m., Feb. 24, Wallace 
Ice Arena, Bloomfield Hills

Milford vs. TBD (semifinal), 6:30 p.m., 
Feb. 26, Arctic Colisuem, Chelsea

Cranbrook vs. TBD (semifinal), 7 p.m., 
Feb. 28, Wallace Ice Arena, Bloomfield 
Hills

Canton
Continued from Page IB

"People don't love small guards," 
Reddy said. “I was a small guard. He's 
gonna play college somewhere. We're 
hoping we find a spot here soon. His IQ's 
high enough, his skill level's high 
enough and he's a bulldog defensively.”

McIntosh describe his recruiting as 
“a slow process,” but added, “I plan to 
further my education and career and 
play basketball. Ever since I was young­
er, my dad has told me, ‘Don't play like 
the smallest kid on the floor.' I took that 
into consideration throughout my sea­
sons. I just make everybody feel my 
presence.”

The Chiefs may need to lean more 
heavily on McIntosh if an injury to Cole 
Vickers turns out to be serious. Vickers, 
who recently signed with Ferris State, 
injured his left knee while diving for a 
loose ball with 5:17 left in the first quar­
ter. He didn't return to the game.

“He came down on his foot wrong,” 
Reddy said. “It's his knee. We don't 
know anything else, besides that he's 
going to go get checked out by a doctor. 
We've been talking about that all year, 
next man up. It's been a staple of our 
program.”

Shortly after Vickers left the game, 
McIntosh scored nine points in a span of 
a little more than three minutes to open 
up a 17-4 lead.

"When it first happened, I think we 
all dropped our jaws a little bit and got 
worried,” McIntosh said of Vickers' in­
jury. “Luckily, we stayed composed and 
got the win.

Tm the point guard, so I've got to 
keep the team together. My teammates 
made it very easy for us to keep it roll-

i f

ing.”
While Vickers is the focal point for 

any opposing team, Hartland coach 
Kevin Blouin was aware that McIntosh 
needed special attention. McIntosh 
scored 16 points when Canton won 47- 
43 in overtime at Hartland on Jan. 18.

“He's a special player,” Blouin said. 
“We game-planned for him. The game 
plan changed a little bit, obviously, 
when Cole went out, but he played a 
whale of a game. You've got to give him a 
lot of credit; he was on fire.”

After falling behind 17-4, the Eagles 
were unable to make a dent in the lead 
because they didn't score more than 
four points in a row the entire night. 
Canton led 25-8 with 5:29 left in the sec­
ond quarter and 43-16 late in the third 
quarter.

Ryan Bohlen had eight points and 
Carson Conrad seven to lead Hartland.

“Give a lot of credit to Canton,” Blouin 
said. “They were very hot shooting the 
ball. They came out, Canton was pre­
pared and ready to play. They took it to 
us from the beginning and they didn't 
stop, so I've got to give credit to Canton 
for being the team that was ready to 
play.”

Tuesdays game was the first in 
which Hartland (12-4) has been badly 
outplayed. The Eagles' only three losses 
before Tuesday came in overtime.

“A lot of these guys have been in this 
program a long time” Blouin said. 
“We've got a lot of seniors on the team; 
I've known them a long time. The mes­
sage is to play like we know how to play, 
just move on and get better at what we 
know we've got to work on. Just stick 
with it and keep bringing it every night, 
and they'll benefit from it.”

Omar Suleiman hit three 3-pointers 
off the bench to finish with pine points 
for Canton. 1

$ ^

Canton’s Lake McIntosh scored 19 of his career-high 25 points in the first half of 
a 61-24 victory over Hartland on Tuesday, gillis benedict/livingston daily
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Signing
Continued from Page IB

His dad, Tony, a former college run­
ner at the University of New Mexico, 
used to be a cross country coach at Oak­
land Community College. He’d take Pe­
ter with him to training sessions.

Td go to their practices as a toddler 
and run alongside some of their guys,” 
Peter said. “I was fascinated by it and I 
loved it. But I didn't get an opportunity 
to start running until middle school, like 
in the seventh grade. I kind of had a 
knack for it. I kind of liked it and kept 
going with it.”

Tony encouraged Peter to play bas­
ketball, baseball and soccer until he 
could join a running team in j unior high. 
Peter found that his sprinter speed paid 
off, especially in soccer where he could 
outrun defenders to the ball. Plus, his 
stamina was usually better than every­
one else's.

By the time middle school rolled 
around, Peter was ready to excel as a 
runner. And he was fortunate enough to 
have a college coach at home to train 
with him.

“That definitely helped,” Peter 
agreed. “He brought a lot of knowledge 
to it... Once I did start getting into it, he 
knew what to do, what would help and 
what would hurt me. That really helped 
me. Growing up playing a lot of different 
sports brought a lot of athletic ability 
into it. I was always very good at run­
ning and always one of the faster kids on 
the team. In sports like soccer, I was able 
to last a long time on the field. I was al­
ways really competitive in every sport. 
That all just played into me doing well in 
cross country and track.”

The recruiting trail started heating 
up for Peter as a junior. And there's no 
surprise why. He won almost every race 
he competed in*

He recorded 11 first-place finishes 
across six different events, excelling es­
pecially in the 800- and 1,600-meter 
runs. His all-state 2-mile relay team fin­
ished in 9:08 at the Division 1 state finals 
to become the runner-ups.

This past fall, he won seven of the 10 
cross country meets he ran in. He broke 
the school record in the 5K with a sec­
ond-place finish in the MSU Spartan In­
vitational on Sept. 17. He crossed the fin­
ish line of the D-l regional in 16:08 to be­
come an individual champion Oct. 30.

Athletes, coaches, friends and family gather Feb. 8 at Farmington High School for National Letter of Intent Signing Day.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

His time of 15:25 earned him fourth 
place at the state championship on Nov. 
6 at Michigan International Speedway 
in Brooklyn.

“The college coaches started reach­
ing out to me at the end of junior year 
track season,” Peter said. “I didn't care 
about the times or trying to get to college 
this past year. I just liked running.

“(When I made my college pick), it 
was between Michigan, Michigan State 
and Purdue. It kind of just came down to 
a gut feeling. I had always felt that Mich­
igan was the right choice for a little bit of 
time. I was just waiting to see my op­
tions.”

Peter will end his high school career 
as one of the fastest distance runners in 
the state. But where will he end up on 
Farmington's record board? We'll find 
out when runners across Michigan re­
port to track practice on March 14.

Eight other Falcons signed letters of 
intent: baseball players Vince Hardy 
with Lansing Community College and 
Justin Baird with Lawrence Tech, Au­
tumn Bartlett with Lakeland University 
(Plymouth, Wisconsin) basketball, Ma­
ry Blossom with Lakeland tennis, Madi- 
lyn Beckwith with Madonna University 
softball, Emily Crager with Adrian Col­
lege lacrosse, Jacob Sanders with Gan­
non University (Erie, Pennsylvania) 
football and Jake Steslicki with Michi­
gan State track and field.

Twitter: (g)folsombrandonj
Farmington’s Jacob Sanders tosses a football after signing a letter of intent to 
attend Gannon University.

HARSH MICHIGAN WINTERS!
Professionally installed concrete coating solutions for your home or business.

STRONGER
than epoxy!!! 4T!rgEq| l| ^ §*■$

CONORST& COATINQS

Easy to keep clean

100% antibacterial & antimicrobial

Will not chip or peel

Formulated for Michigan winters

Slip resistant

Endless color options

15 year warranty

GALL NOW TO START YOUR PROJECT AS EARLY AS NEXT WEEK!

734-236-9222
Proudly solving Southeast Michigan

Only Authorized dealer of Penntek Industrial Find US OTl Fucebook ffs
Coatings in Southeast Michigan

10-000812134-03
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Sixteen area skiers qualify for D2 state finals
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A pair of top-three finishes at the Feb. 
15 Division 2 ski regional at Pine Knob in 
Clarkston has qualified both the Cran- 
brook Kingswood and Bloomfield Hills 
Marian girls teams for the upcoming 
state finals.

Pontiac Notre Dame Prep won both 
the slalom and giant slalom team re­
gional titles.

However, Cranbrook and Marian 
took second and third, respectfully, in 
the slalom and third and second in the 
GS.

Only the top-three teams and four 
best individual skiers qualified for the 
state championship on Feb. 28 at 
Schuss Mountain in Bellaire.

Bianca Bologna led Cranbrook with 
the third-best time in the slalom as her 
two runs totaled 48.71 seconds, followed 
by Elli Moen in ninth (53.22), Ani Hefter 
in 12th (54.49), Lily Aikens in 18th

(56.80), Meagan Sayre in 21st (57.96) 
and Casey Stewart in 28th (60.60).

Bologna also paced the Cranes with a 
fifth-place effort in the GS (38.63). Moen 
took 10th (40.49), followed by Hefter in 
Hth (4L00) and Sienna Trivax in 40th 
(46.62). Sayre and Aikens did not finish 
the event.

Marian’s Emma Borgula finished the 
slalom in 5158, good enough for seventh 
place.

Agatha Valka took eighth (5131), fol­
lowed by Katelyn Triemstra in 13th 
(54.51), Susie Klein in 17th (56.79), Stella 
Lowman in 33rd (62.00) and Paige Raw­
lins in 34th (62.42)

Borgula had a fourth-place effort in 
the GS (46.50), followed by Valka in 13th 
(4151) and Triemstra in 14th (4160). 
Klein tied for 15th with Clare’s Teagan 
Russell (4169), while Rawlins placed 
23rd (43.73) and Lowman tied for 30th 
with Detroit Country Day’s Lilly Hig­
gins.

Country Day had just one skier qual-

Marian’s Paige Rawlins skis course 
during the regional meet Feb. 15.

ify for states. Josie Pachla took 12th in 
the GS (4148) to get one of the individ­
ual qualifier spots.

She narrowly missed qualifying in 
the slalom by just one place, as Clare’s

Mara Pojnerville edged her time of 
56.08 by just 104 seconds.

Also competing was Bloomfield Hills 
Sacred Heart Academy's girls team, 
which co-ops with Orchard Lake St. Ma­
ry’ s boys. None of SHA’s skiers punched 
their ticket to states.

Only two boys from the area qualified 
for the state finals.

Cranbrook’s Dylan Kowal placed sev­
enth in the slalom (47.09) and fifth in 
the GS (37.91) to qualify individually in 
both disciplines.

Brother Rice’s Audie Poltorak picked 
up the final qualifier spot in the slalom 
with a lOth-place finish (48.28).

Notre Dame won both boys regional 
titles, while St. Mary’s placed second in 
the slalom and third in the GS and Mt. 
Pleasant finished third in the slalom and 
second in the GS.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (5>folsom- 
brandonj.
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ZipRecruiter
Your online employment marketplace. 

jobs.hometownlife.com 
844.588.9440 

MichiganJobs@gannett.com

Despite Disrapting Employment in Multiple Ways, 
Omicron Barely Dented the Jobs Recovery

By ZipRecrufter.com

Over the past 16 months, there has been a strong 
relationship between daily new Covid cases and 
employment. If that relationship had continued to 
hold true even as daily new Covid cases surged to 
800,000 in mid-January, we would have seen 2.3 
million Americans lose their jobs.

And yet, instead of that catastrophic outcome, 
the economy barely sneezed at Omicron. Accord­
ing to the establishment survey, businesses added 
467,000 payrolls in January. The household survey 
paints a similar picture, with the employment level 
rising by nearly 1.2 million and labor force partici- 
pation rising by nearly L4 million. The labor force 
participation rate increased significantly from 61.9% 
to 62.2%, with the largest increase among African 
Americans (from 60.8% to 62.0%).

Note that these outcomes were partly the result 
of both seasonal adjustment factors 
and annual benchmark revisions.
The economy usually sheds up­
wards of 2.8 million jobs in January 
as the seasonal bump in retail and 
transportation employment sub­
sides. But pre-Covid seasonal 
patterns no longer seem to 
hold. Retailers, and trans­
portation and warehousing 
companies raised hiring 
earlier than usual 
in 2021 and held 
onto workers af­
ter the holidays.

Even if one 
looks at unadjust­
ed figures from the 
household survey,

however, employment only fell by 114k—far less than 
the usual 1 million decline.

Furthermore, the number of people working part- 
time for economic reasons continued to fall, reach­
ing levels not seen since 2001.

Those figures are particularly remarkable for a 
month in which 15 million people contracted coro- 
navirus and substantial labor market disruption en­
sued. The jobs report details several ways in which 
Omicron affected employment, even as employment 
and participation rose:
• 3.6 million workers were absent from work due to 

illness—more than three times the usual January 
number. Those absences disrupted production and 
likely also caused income losses for workers with­
out access to paid sick leave.

• The share of workers teleworking due to corona- 
virus also rose to 15.4% from 11.1% in Decem­
ber, after steadily declining for months as

offices reopened. Temporary office 
closures caused 
some pain for the

downtown businesses that serve office workers.
• 6.0 million people reported that they had been un­

able to work because their employer closed or lost 
business due to the pandemic, up from 3.1 million 
in December. Only 23.7% of those workers received 
at least some pay.

• 1.8 million persons were prevented from looking 
for work due to the pandemic, up from 1.1 million 
in the prior month.

Perhaps most surprisingly, employment in leisure 
and hospitality rose, despite visible declines in 
restaurant dining and travel in high-frequency data 
from OpenTable and the Transportation Security 
Administration.
Private sector wage growth rose to 5.7%—the pre­
dictable outcome of the tightest labor market on 
record, where there are almost two job openings 
for every unemployed American and employees

are quitting their jobs in 
record numbers. Wage 
growth was highest in 
leisure and hospitali­
ty (13%), followed by 
professional and busi­
ness services (6.9%), 
and healthcare and 
educational services 
(6.8%).

Other eye-popping 
numbers in the report 
include the enormous 
upward revisions to 
prior estimates for 
2021. Job gains for 
the entire year were 
revised upwards by 
684k new jobs to 7.1 
million.

JOBS ft ZipRecruiter'
Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow. 
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Engineering & IT
North American Lighting, Inc. seeks 
Design Engineer II in Farmington 
Hills, AAI fa plan, perform, ana 
manage the design, development, and 
transfer to manufacturing of new 
programs. Apply at 
https://Www.iobposfingtoday.com/Ref #35290.

Get results. 
Advertise in 

CLASSIFIEDS!

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

OFFICE MANAGER 
POSITION AND 
SHIPPING & RECEIVING 
MANAGER POSITION
Full or Part-Time.
Great Benefits.
Will train for both positions.

Please send resumes to 
jx*dan9ttdand«nt«llab.com 
Fax: 248-626-1948 
or Call: 248-626-3144

Finding a job 
shouldn't feel like one.

H ZipRecruiter'
■ The Smartest Way To Hire

Get started at

jobs.usatoday.com
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I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownllfe.com
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All classified adsaie subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer 8 Eccentric 
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MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
MISCELUNEOUS

Generate leads for your business and 
run your classified ad in 100 newspapers 
statewide^ and reach 2 million 
Michiganders with your message! Call 
this paper or800-227-7636

Transportation

Wheels
best deal for you...

Autos Wanted

%

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

W® affi sell It In CUSSIFIEOi
L HMHM

SELL YOUR CAR 
ADOPT A PET 
GET A JOB 
FIND A HOUSE 
BUY A BOAT 
FIND A TREASURE 
GET A MASSAGE 
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified 
section everyday.



mmm puzzle corner
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Super Crossword
MUNICIPAL

APPLICATION

ACROSS 
1 “Cabaref 

performer 
Sally

7 Allowable
15 Egg-beating 

utensil
20 Carey of pop
21 Red wine, in 

Rouen
22 Sonja on ice 

skates
23 Start of a 

riddle
25 Western flick, 

in old slang
26 Like arias 

and anthems
27 “Go back to 

zero” button
28 Halloween’s 

mo.
29 Titan orbits it
30 Other, to 

Juanita
32 Bible book 

before 
Jeremiah

34 Kingly title
35 Perp 

pursuer
38 Riddle, part 2
43 Giraffe’s kin
45 Writers 

Hubbard
461998 Disney 

musical set in 
China,

47 Riddle, part 3
52 Rubber- 

stamping 
item

56 No, to 
Nabokov

57 Wom-down 
pencils, e.g.

58 Raise, as a 
building

61 Pie — mode
62 Maestro Kurt
64 Actress

Debra
66 Second-rate 

flick
68 Riddle, 

part 4
73 Within easy 

reach
74 Sports 

facilities
75 Rudely brief
76 Chomp on
77 Begin
78 “Der — 

(Konrad 
Adenauer’s 
nickname)

80 General — 
chicken

83 Canonized 
Italian 
theologian

86 Riddle, part 5
90 Composer 

John 
Philip

93 John Candy’s 
old skit show

94 Bath sponge
95 End of the 

riddle
102 —-Ops 

(CIA tactics)
103 QED part

104 Nobel- 
winning 
“Mother”

105 Sleep 
furniture

107 Paid a visit
109 Feline cry
110 Credit card 

draw
113 Beef quality 

grader Abbr.
117 Old arcade 

company
118 Riddle’s 

answer
121 Like a 

well-pitched 
game

122 Audits, as a 
course

123 Actress 
Fawcett

124 Vestige
125 Mini­

dictionary
126 Having soft, 

loose flesh

DOWN
1 Sporty 

German cars
2 Honolulu’s 

island
3 Dark brown 

songbird
4 Insider talk
5 Unit of com
6 Shepherd 

formerly of 
‘The View”

7 Giant in car 
rental

8 Funny — 
(racehorse)

9 Tech news 
website

10 Suffix with 
west

11 San Luis—, 
Mexico

12 Florence 
native, e.g.

13 Self­
obsession

^Rock’s — 
Leppard

15 Horse halter?
16 Circuit­

cooling 
device

17 Get a 
gut feeling 
about

18 With 
39-Down, 
John Muir 
was its first 
president

19 Unit of com
24 Briny bodies
29 Movie critic

Gene
31 Taunt 

in good 
humor

32 “Money — 
object”

33 Lead-in to 
puncture

35 McCarthy 
lawyer Roy

36 Allowable
37 Sidewalk 

materials

39 See 18-Down
40 Meal scraps
41 Phone book 

listings: Abbr.
42 Skillet or wok 
44 Wall-

breaching
bomb

48 “Movin’
—”(‘The . 
Jeffersons” 
theme)

49 Most chaste
50 Group of 

.brainiacs
51 Therefore
53 Store selling 

latex
54 That is|§J§|f 

ask”
55 “—Yankees”
59 Conger, e.g.
60 Like pizza
63 Articulate
64 Girth
65 Here, in Arles
66 Life story, in 

brief
67 Table — 

(pair’s 
seating)

68 “--Team” 
(2010 movie)

69 Cole — 
(footwear 
brand)

70 Tony winner 
Hagen

71 Citrusy
72 Amish “you” 
77 Like prurient

material

78 Joking 
Johnson

79 Tax
81 Clumsy sorts
82 Hotel visit
84 Mysterious
85 Hulk player 

Ferrigno
87 This, to Juan
881, to Merkel
89 Inuit vehicle
91 Cow or hen
92 Letters sent 

by plane
95 Pour, as wine 

from a bottle
96 Speechifier
97 Steinway 

rival
98 Really must
99 Sneaker 

brand
100 Lyft rival
101 Accompany 

to the airport, 
perhaps

106 Old Toyota
108 Chomp on
110 Penta- plus 

four
111 about 

(roughly)
112 Big Apple 

blaze-control 
org.

114 Balkan native
115 Lacking color
116 Lacking color
118 Chinese 

menu abbr.
119 Family gal
120 Comrade

1 2 3 4 5 6

20

23

26
H

27

15 16 17 18 19

22

25

■ 34

42

95 96 97

103 n
107 108

117 1
121 ■
124

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or srhccl6llan@michigan.com.

2 3 7 9
3 9 1

4 8 2
2 6 7 8

8 6 4
9 5 3
5 2 9

7 5 8 3
1 9 2

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

ALL JOHN
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

N H G S 
R A W P 

B H

T U 
F M 
H Y

C A

A G

R
C W I 

U C 
J 
A 
M 

I
V

R 
F 
T 
L 

O L 
B I

S T 
T R 
G O 
A M

R U H V 
O W S L

K M A W D

U O A N

E 
V 

I
T

N N 
L N 
O E 
H N N 
B Y L 

A F 
V W T 
G L I 
ACE

A G 
K J 
S N

Y U 
D L 
E E 
N N 
N N 
E O

C O O R K N 
N B A U X F
G U B L S N
S N E A
X Y T U
E A K R F L U
F N A E O B Z
A D P R N O T
I M E M C E N

G A P B E L U
N S T E I N B

K 
A 
Z 
M 
O 
Y 
R 
R 
E 

N B 
C

H A W D 
R O E O 

V 
N 
S 
R 
S 
E

H N 
O

BARRY
BELUSHI
BERRY
BETJEMAN
BROWN
BUCHAN
BUNYAN
CALHOUN
CANDY
CARPENTER
CARRADIME »
CLEESE
CONSTABLE
CREASEY
DE LOREAN
DENVER
DONNE
F.KENNEDY
FOGERTY
FORSYTHE
GALSWORTHY
GLENN
GRISHAM
HURT
HUSTON
IRVING
KNOX
LE CARRE
LEE HOOKER
Lennon
LOGIE BAIRD
MAJOR
McENROE
MELLENCAMP
MILLS
PAUL JONES
PHILIP SOUSA
RINGLING
STEINBECK
STURGES
TRAVOLTA
WAYNE
WESLEY
WILLIAMS
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More ways to 
reach us.

We now. have multiple channels thatyou can use to update your account 
information, reporf delivery Issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e o o
Virtual Hold
Leave your Ihformatipn and a 
description of the issue an j the 

next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

Gmail
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative,

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com

SELL YOUR CAR

FIND A HOME

GET A JOB

ADOPT A PET

BUY A BOAT

FIND A TREASURE

Check out the classified ads everyday.
L V



You’re kind of a

dm
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AND IT’S ABOUT TIME THE 
WORLD KNOWS YOUR NAME.
Build your presence with LOCALiQ’s digital 
marketing solutions. Social media marketing, 
SEO, and expert web design will all help get 
your business noticed online.

Do it all with just one partner!
Contact your sales rep today or visit 
LOCALiQ.com/BigDeal to get started.

LOCALiQ
BACKED BY DATA. POWERED BY INTELLIGENCE.


