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Partisanship, absentee ballots motivate voters
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia's 2021 election was its most 
engaged city council election in recent 
memory It was also the most politically 
charged.

Around 22,000 Livonians voted in 
November, an election focused solely on 
four city council seats. During the city's 
historic 2019 election when voters elect­
ed Livonia's first female mayor, about 
24,000 people cast a ballot.

In 2017, when city council was the

only office on the ballot, about 13,500 
people voted.

“All precincts are doing better than 
they used to,” City Clerk Susan Nash 
said. “It's more participation.''

While more voters show up for the 
presidential and gubernatorial elec­

tions, Nash said local government has a 
far greater impact on people's lives than 
those in Lansing or Washington, D.C., 
and she thinks ifs “great” that more 
people are choosing to get involved.

See VOTERS, Page 4A

Bambi Chick and Mike Marshall at Bambfs Milford .home for Thanksgiving. Bambi befriended Mike when he was living in 
his car and helped him get into a better situation, courtesy of bambi chick

Caring community helps man 
find home, sweet home at last

It was an incredibly cruel end to an and four tires.. 
already isolating pandemic year for the Marshall reflected on 2021 as he sits 
74-year-old widower and retired nurse, now in his warm, two-bedroom apart- 

But as a weary world closes the door ment in Pontiac with a full kitchen, a 
on a second year in the pandemic, Mar- bathroom, and furnished with a bed 
shall is opening the door to a new home, 
one that doesn't have a steering wheel See HOME, Page 4A

Susan Bromley Homet6wnlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A year ago, Mike Marshall was living 
in his car, a cold, lonely, cramped exis­
tence that was destroying him mentally 
and physically.

Retired pastor 
in Plymouth 
co-founds 
men’s ministry
Jennifer Umar Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Men's ministry co-founder Kevin 
McKenna said his calling is to lift men 
up so they can be good husbands, fa­
thers and sons. <■

“When you serve someone who is 
^rebuilding th^ir life; if s a blessing you 
can^t explain/' said McKenna, 68, a re­
tired from pastor NorthRidge Church 
in Plymouth who lives in Fowlerville.

He devotes his energy to DoprKeep- 
ers, a men's ministry that encourages 
men who are struggling in their lives to 
connect with one another and partici­
pate in volunteer projects in the com­
munity.

He is also on the board of Grace 
Centers of Hope, a faith-based Pontiac 
homeless shelter and residential life- 
skills program, where he has volun­
teered for more than a decade and 
reached men who have experienced 
homelessness, addiction and other 
struggles.

He said one of the most powerful 
things someone can do to transform 
themselves is to do charitable acts to 
help others.

“We provide what Lcall kinesthetic 
Christianity, opportunities for people 
to serve in the real world,” McKenna 
said.

Once a month, volunteers with 
DoorKeepers deliver furniture to peo­
ple in need through local organization 
LOVE Inc. of the Livingston County 
Area.

“We'll take guys out to deliver furni­
ture and they will walk away and cry,” 
McKenna said.

On one occasion, they delivered 
free furniture to a young woman with a 
small child and another on the way

See PASTOR, Page4A
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What new congressional maps mean for Livonia
Shelby Tenkenriey Hometownfife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Elections in Livonia are about to look a lot different.
Michigan’s Independent Citizens Redistricting 

Commission recently approved new district maps for 
the state’s house, senate and congressional seats.

The commission was created in to undo years of 
gerrymandering — redistricting previously has been 
led by the state legislature — so the new maps should 
create a more competitive environment for candi­
dates. Gerrymandering is the manipulation of district 
lines to favor one party over another. Voters approved 
the commission in 2018.

Though Livonians have shifted toward electing 
more Democratic candidates in recent years, for dec­
ades the city has typically voted Republican.

Though some expect the approved changes to end 
up in court, the commission’s new maps should take 
effect in six months. Many of the area’s representa­
tives in Washington, D.C., and Lansing have already 
announced their plans to run for reelection.

Here’s what those maps mean for Livonia:

Three state house seats

Livonia is among the most notable state House of

Representatives district shifts in the metro Detroit. 
The city, which is almost entirely represented by one 
person now, was split among three house districts as 
designed in the commission’s "Hickory" map.

The new districts pair Livonia with its more Demo­
cratic neighbors like Redford Township and Detroit. 
Democrats will likely be more competitive when it 
comes to vying for state house seats.

Southeastern Livonia — south of Five Mile Road 
and most of the city east of Farmington Road — will be 
part of the 16th district along with parts of Redford 
Township and Detroit.

The 17th district, covering most of northern Livonia 
between Eight and Five Mile roads, will also include 
parts of Redford Township and Detroit. Rep. Laurie Po- 
hutsky (D-Livonia), has announced her intention to 
run for her third term there in later this year.

Parts of the city south of Five Mile Road and west of 
Farmington Road, along with the city’s northwestern 
comer, will move to the 22nd district. The district also 
includes Northville and Plymouth. Matthew Koleszar 
(D-Plymouth) has announced plans to run for that seat 
later this year. This would be his third term.

Two state senate seats

All of Livonia sits in the 7th state Senate district

right now. Under the new “Linden” map approved by 
the redistricting commission, the city will be split be­
tween the 5th and 6th districts.

Most of the city will go to the sixth district, which 
also includes parts of Redford Township, Detroit, Far­
mington and Farmington Hills.

The southwestern comer of Livonia is going to the 
fifth. That district includes Westland, Canton, Inkster 
and Garden City. Sen. Dayna Polehanki (D-Livonia), 
stated she’s running for reelection in this district. Po­
lehanki is running for a second term later this year.

A new congressperson

Congresswoman Haley Stevens (D-Rochester Hills) 
likely will no longer represent Livonia in Washington, 
D.C. after the current term.

The redistricting commission put Livonia in the 
12th congressional district with other western Wayne 
County, communities like Dearborn, Westland, Red­
ford, parts of Detroit and all of Southfield, which is in 
Oakland County.

This district, part of the Chestnut map, puts Con­
gresswomen Brenda Lawrence (D-Southfield) and 
Debbie Dingell (D-Dearbom) in the same district. Nei­
ther has announced whether they’ll run again in the 
November 2022 elections.

How metro Detroit state, federal 
political seats will change in 2022

Livonia requires masks 
in city buildings amid 
COVID-19 case uptick
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

People using public buildings in Livonia need to 
mask up again in 2022.

The city’s library announced on Facebook that all 
patrons will have to wear a mask regardless of vacci­
nation status. The rule also applies to other city 
buildings. Right now, the rule is set to remain in place 
through Jan. 22. The city will have masks available 
for people who enter buildings without one.

The decision comes on the heels of an uptick in 
COVID-19 cases throughout Michigan. The state re­
ported a single-day average of12,929 new cases earli­
er this week — a new high since the pandemic began. 
Officials at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention say the uptick is caused by C0VID-19’s 
omicron variant.
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Michigan's redistricting commission released new 
state and congressional boundary maps, just in time 
for the 2022 election cycle.

In the past, the state legislature was responsible 
for drawing district boundaries every 10 years. The 
2018 voter-approved commission was intended to 
design politically competitive maps.

Here are the changes residents in Oakland and 
Wayne counties will see:

State House of Representatives

Political districts in metro Detroit cross split sev­
eral local communities traditionally represented by a 
single person. The redistricting commission ap­
proved the "Hickory" plan with 11 of 13 commission 
members approving the plan.

District 5 combines Birmingham with Oak Part 
and a small portion of Detroit.

District 17 includes northern Livonia, and parts of 
' Redford and Detroit.

District 18 includes Farmington, southern Far­
mington Hills and Southfield.

District 19 combines northern Farmington Hills 
with Franklin, Bingham Farms and Beverly Hills.

District 21 combines Novi with western Farming- 
ton Hills, eastern Lyon Township, and the Oakland 
County portion of Northville.

District 22 includes western Livonia, Plymouth 
the Wayne County portion of Northville, and eastern 
Plymouth and Northville townships.

District 23 includes western Plymouth and 
Northville townships, Salem Township, South Lyon 
and southern Lyon Township. It stretches southwest 
to Ann Arbor.

District 24 includes most of Canton Township; 
the southeast section is in District 25.

District 25 includes Westland and Wayne, as Well 
as southeast Canton Township (south of Palmer)

District 26 includes Garden City, Inkster and 
Romulus.

District 49 combines the New Hudson area of 
Lyon Township with Wixomand Walled Lake, as well 
as as small portion of northwest Novi. The district ex­
tends west into Livingston County with Green Oak, 
Brighton and Hartland townships.

District 51 keeps the Huron Valley communities of 
Milford, Highland, White Lake and western Com­
merce together, as well as the Davisburg area of 
Springfield Township.

District 54 joins Bloomfield Township, Bloomfield 
Hills, Auburn Hills and Lake Orion

State Senate

The commission approved the "Linden" state Sen­
ate district map with nine of 13 members voting in 
favor.

The city of Wayne finds itself aligning with its 
southern neighbors in District 4, where it is com­
bined with Romulus, Wyandotte, Gibraltar and Flat 
Rock.

The Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission meets to vote on new congressional and 
legislative districts for the next decade in Lansing on
Dec. 28. KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL/DETROIT FREE PRESS

District 5 combines Canton Township with West- 
land, Garden City,-Inkster amd southwest Livonia.

District 6 includes most of Livonia, as well as Red­
ford, Farmington, southern Farmington Hills and part 
of Detroit.

District 7 includes Bloomfield, Bloomfield Hills, 
Franklin, Beverly Hills, Pontiac and Auburn Hills.

District 8 is a ndrl^sbuffi'TjisM^'fi^riSbtches 
from Birmingham south to Royal Oak, Oak Park and 
Femdale into the Palmer Park area of Detroit.

District 13 includes Novi, Northville, Plymouth, 
northern Farmington Hills, Walled Lake and West 
Bloomfield.

District 23 features western Oakland County, in­
cluding Lyon, Milford, Highland, White Lake, Water­
ford, South Lyon and Clarkston.

Congress

Most of the Hometown Life communities fall within 
the 11th District, which is held currently by Haley Ste­
vens. While the Oakland County core of that district 
remains intact, a lot of local communities will find new 
representation come 2023.

Eight of the 13 redistricting commissioners ap­
proved the congressional "Chestnut" plan.

The 6th District starts in western Wayne and Oak­
land counties to include Novi, Northville, Plymouth 
and Canton, then ventures west into Washtenaw 
County, including Salem Township, Ann Arbor, Chel­
sea and Manchester.

The Hth District maintains much of southern and 
central Oakland County, and it includes Birmingham, 
Bloomfield, Farmington and Farmington Hills while 
stretching outward tq include Waterford, White Lake, 
Wixom and Royal Oak.

The neighboring 12th District includes a few of Bir­
mingham's neighbors: Franklin and Beverly Hills and 
ventures south into Wayne County, including Livonia, 
Redford, Westland, Garden City, Dearborn and parts of 
Detroit.

Milford and South Lyon are part of the 7th District, 
which includes all of Livingston, Ingham, Shiawassee, 
Clinton counties and most of Eaton County. Highland 
Township is part of the sprawling 9th district, that in­
cludes northern Oakland and Macomb counties, as 
well as the entire Thumb region.
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Northville family donates SUV to police
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Northville Township family want­
ed to thank their local police depart­
ment for shoring up their sense of secu­
rity after an armed robbery.

So they donated a new Chevrolet 
Blazer.

Tom Close won the vehicle by sinking 
a hole-in-one during a golf tournament.

“This never happens, right? They had 
the car there and I won the car. Nobody 
ever wins the car,” he said. “I talked to 
my wife. We just looked at each other 
and said let’s donate it to the police.

“We’re fortunate enough that we 
don’theed a car. I feel great about it. If s 
wonderful.”

Close is president of Advanced Tech­
nologies Consultants, Inc., bn Main 
Street in Northville. He’s also a serious 
golfer.

Over the summer, he was driving 
home from Pheasant Run Golf Club in 
Canton Township when his phone rang.

His wife was on the other end, telling 
him that she, their daughter and their 
grade-school granddaughter had just 
survived an armed robbery in a CVS 
parking lot in downtown Northville.

He could hear his daughter talking to 
the dispatcher.

According .to his wife, they had 
walked out of CVS and were settling into' 
their vehicle when a gunman snuck up 
on them.

He pointed his gun at them individ- 
uaUy,^em£mding their jewelry.

“Thgy ^weje absolutely terrorized,” 
Clos^iM^uur daughter gave them her 
wallet. She said, ‘Look. Take this and 
just l^ave us alone.’”

Thfe robber ran off, eluding City of 
Northville officers who took control of 
the investigation.

Northville ' Township officers were 
alerted to the case as well, for reasons 
that 'included the fact that the robber 
could determine the Close family’s ad­
dress from what was inside the stolen 
wallet. They greeted the Close family at 
their home.

They sat down with the family and let 
them know they’d be patrolling the area 
more intensely to keep them safe.

“(Their actions) just comforted

Northville Township Police Chief Scott Hilden with Thomas Close near the new vehicle Close donated to the department.
SUSAN VELA/HOMETOWNLIFE;COM

them,’’ Toth Close said of that August 
day. “Then they came back the next day. 
They came back on Saturday. They had 
the change of duty on Sunday. They 
dame back by the hous^ again. That 
really meant the world to our family.”

His family has struggled to shake off 
fraruna from the robbery. Knowing offi­
cers kept them safe while showing how 
kind^-caring and compassionate they 
can be helps.

Tom Close said he would give both 
Northville and Northville Township po­
lice departments new vehicles if he 
could. With only one to offer, he chose 
township officers for their extra per­
sonal service.

The new Blazer has'joined the town­
ship departmenf s fleet of vehicles.

New Police Chief Scott Hilden said 
officers could use it for a variety of 
tasks. A detective or community rela­
tions officer might drive the Blazer. 
There’s also the possibility of transpor­
tation to training events.

, “It’s going to be a great addition for 
us,” Hilden said. “Mr. Close here dohat- 
ing this car ls just $n incredible gesture. 
I don’t know how many people donate 
cars to police departments around the 
country. I don’t think there’s a whole 
lot.”

The chief said criticism against po­
lice can wear officers down, while gifts

like the Close family’s can remind them 
of why they chose their profession.

“When they hear positive comments 
and conununity members that are ex-* 
tremely happy with the jobs that they’ve 
done, thaf s why the officers got into this 
profession,” Hilden said. “You’re out 
there to help the community. You’re out 
there to do good things.”

According to township authorities, 
the person suspected of committing the 
CVS armed robbery is in custody out of 
state facing several felony charges.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.
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Home
Continued from Page 1A

and other amenities of a comfortable 
home, including two pet parakeets.

"I like this place,” Marshall said by 
phone. Tm doing pretty good... This 
time last year, I was right down in Dodge 
10 park (in Highland Township). Tve 
been here since May, and I don't miss 
living in the car.”

He laughs when he notes that a social 
worker asked him if he ever thought 
about going back to live in the car. He 
responded by asking if he looked freak­
ing stupid.

Marshall looks nothing but happy 
and comfortable in recent pictures as he 
celebrated Thanksgiving at the home of 
Bambi Chick, one of his benefactors in 
the Milford area. He has much to be 
grateful for since Chick helped start a 
gofundme on Marshall's behalf that 
raised more than $10,000.

“Everyone from the community 
jumped in and started doing stuff and 
taking stuff out to him,” said Chick, who 
assistedMarshall in getting into a motel 
room around the end of January. “Every­
one read the article and it went viral. It 
just means there is humanity and peo­
ple really do want to help, its just a mat­
ter of who do you trust? I would do it all 
over again for him, he is such a good per­
son.”

After more than two months in the

Mike Marshall gives a thumbs up at the 
end of 2021. courtesy of bambi chick

Marshall pauses in his Best Western motel room in Highland on Feb. 16. Marshall 
was living in his car until good Samaritan and Milford resident Ian Sharp noticed 
and helped to get him a room. Now, Marshall lives in a subsidized apartment.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

homeless shelter, a rough stretch for 
Marshall but necessary to get him assis­
tance, he was moved into his subsidized 
apartment.

Besides furnishings, the communi­
ty's goodwill enabled Marshall to get 
dentures, repairs to his car so he can use 
it as it was meant to be used, and med­
ical bills paid.

He also shared some funds with a 
friend in need, paying forward the kind­
ness he has been shown to a man with­
out income who lived in the shelter and 
now lives a half-mile from Marshall.

“They (social workers) found him a

place, and he has Bridge cards but no 
way to get to the grocery store and had 
no furniture,” Marshall said. “He was 
sleeping on the floor and had one pan. 
Me and gofundme helped out. I got a 
twin-size bed and gave him my cot and I 
went to the thrift store and got him more 
pots and pans and a bicycle so he can 
get around. I'm so damn glad I found the 
thrift store.”

The gofundme money is now gone, 
but Marshall, who has Social Security 
income from his many years of working, 
said he has all he needs, including inter­
net and a desk so he can start writing a

book; a good physical therapist who 
helps with the damaged feet he sus­
tained from living in his car for five 
months; and a genealogist who is help­
ing Marshall, adopted as an infant, find 
his biological family.

He hopes that is a family who will 
welcome him in a brighter chapter of his 
life. In the meantime, he is thankful for 
all those who have helped him through 
the dark days and enabled him to help 
others.

"If s why were alive and here on the 
planet,” Marshall said. "To help one an­
other”

Kevin McKenna of men’s ministry DoorKeepers volunteers at Grace Centers of 
Hope in Pontiac, submitted

Pastor
Continued from Page 1A

who had been kicked out of her family 
home.

“They left crying and asking what 
can we do for that woman?”

He said those moments are transfor­
mative.

“Without those kinesthetic opportu­
nities, without opening our eyes, we 
can't see God in other people ” McKenna 
said.

Several years ago, Jager Carmos said 
he didn't really know what volunteers 
do. Now he is devoting his life to it.

In 2015, Carmos, 25, was struggling in 
his life and entered a one-year life skills 
program during which he resided at 
Grace Centers of Hope.

This fall he was promoted to the cen- 
tef s new volunteer coordinator position 
after working there as a food services 
coordinator for a couple years.

Carmos said when he was in the one- 
year program, McKenna came in one 
day to volunteer and offer mentorship. It 
was the first time in his life he had seen 
someone volunteering and he did not 
understand at the time why people 
would do it.

“I asked Mr. McKenna why he was 
coming here and he told me because he 
wants to give back,” Carmos said. “With

my lifestyle in the past, I never thought 
about helping other people. When I saw 
that, it planted a seed. Throughout my 
life I want to help other people.”

He said McKenna provided him men­
torship and friendship.

"He consistently came. It was always 
kindness. I could talk to him about stuff, 
personal troubles. He was an ear,” Car­
mos said. “For me personally, what it

meant was that people care and that I 
wasn't an outcast.”

DoorKeepers serves meals at Grace 
Centers of Hope's men's center and do­
nates kitchen supplies.

McKenna said it provides him oppor­
tunities to connect with men he men­
tors who are staying there and reach out 
to anyone who could use a “non-judg- 
mental” ear.

"We'll sit with the clients at the table, 
sit and talk,” he said. “We meet them 
where they are at. For the most pent, the 
gentlemen are responsive and happy to 
have someone there.”

DoorKeepers has supported Grace 
Centers of Hope and other charitable or­
ganizations in a number of ways over 
the years, including fundraisers. They 
also donate and serve meals at Mission- 
:City in Detroit.

The ministry has helped support Lit­
tle Grace Village, a neighborhood of 
about 50 homes Grace Centers of Hope 
has rehabilitated in Pontiac. Graduates 
of their one-year life skills program rent 
the homes.

“After two years of them doing basic 
requirements, paying rent and going to 
church, they can buy the home,” Carmos 
said.

McKenna said about200 men are ac­
tive in DoorKeepers. Chapters have 
opened in Missouri, Texas and Florida.

Door Keepers holds face-to-face and 
online study groups for any men, re­
gardless of religious affiliation.

McKenna, who retired as pastor from 
NorthRidge Church in Plymouth earlier 
this year, said he leads by Christian 
principles but the group is not about ar­
guing the finer points of theology.

“We encourage men to pursue a per­
sonal faith to be good husbands and fa­
thers or if they are not married they can 
be a good man for a woman.”

Voters
Continued from Page 1A

Livonia's local officials — council 
members, mayor, treasurer and clerk — 
all serve office in a nonpartisan capac­
ity. Candidates for office do not need to 
declare a political pkrty affiliation to ap­
pear on the local ballot. Most of those 
elected officials will say their job is non­
partisan, too.

But is that actually true?
Nash attributes the uptick in voting 

to easier access to absentee ballots. A 
few years ago, the city had roughly 
5,000 permanent absent voters. Now, it 
has more than 32,000.

Livonia traditionally supported Re­
publican-leaning candidates in elec­
tions, but in recent years Democratic- 
leaning candidates have found success 
in the city.

Kate Shishkovsky, president of the 
Livonia Democratic Club, noted the city 
is more “purple” — meaning it's compet­
itive for Republican (blue) and Demo­
cratic (red) candidates — than it has 
been in a long time. She said thinks 
that's one reason why the 2021 election 
cycle focused on partisan political is­
sues more than other years, and why it 
saw more voters than normal.

“A lot of the Republicans say, ‘Well it 
was never like this before,'” she said. 
“Well yeah, it was never like this before 
because they never really had any oppo­
sition before.”

Whm politics matter

The pandemic, and individual and 
community response on how to handle 
the challenges it brings, were the among 
the biggest points pushed by both sides

It :

leading up to November. Republicans 
Scott Morgan and Rob Donovic were 
criticized by the left for opposing 
against mask or vaccine mandates. Do­
novic has since stated online that he is 
not in favor of a mandate of any kind.

Dan Centers, a Democrat, was criti­
cized by the right for his characteriza­
tion of people who refused to mask at a 
school board meeting. Centers is a trus­
tee on the Livonia Public Schools Board 
of Education.

Delisha Upshaw, one of the lead or­
ganizers for Livonia Citizens for Pro­
gress PAC, said partisanship is some­
thing voters seem to care about.

Over the years, candidates have said 
the same, and voters regularly ask 
which political party those non-parti­
san candidates support. In the 2021 
council, election, Republicans pushed 
the three Republican candidates as “the 
only three for me.”

“People were still very much focused 
on partisanship,” she said. “Like abor­
tion and reproductive rights, which lo­
cal city council has no purveyor-ship 
over, were what people focused on.”

Shishkovsky said the mayor’s pro­
posed nondiscrimination ordinance, 
which Republicans on council like 
Councilwoman Kathleen McIntyre 
characterize as government overreach, 
is another local issue where politics 
come to play. Democratic Councilman 
Brandon McCullough and President Jim 
Jolly have said the proposal is similar to 
ordinances in other communities and 
reflects Livonia's.values.

“I think it's pretty clear that politics 
have something to do with that and the 
friction over getting it passed,” Shish­
kovsky said.

Shishkovsky doesn't think politiciza­
tion of local government is necessarily 
bad. Following former U.S. President
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Donald Trump's four years in office, she 
said if s important for people to show 
voters exactly who they are.

“I think honesty and authenticity is 
always a great thing,” Upshaw said. “I 
think knowing what people think and 
where they stand is a good thing.”

Dillon Breen, president of the Livonia 
Republican Club, said the partisanship 
is a negative thing and downplayed if s 
importance in Livonia. Negative mail­
ings for both conservative and liberal 
candidates often were sent by state or 
national groups.

“I think, unfortunately, we probably 
will see more Lansing-based PACs get 
involved,” he said. “These races are non­
partisan”

Breen repeatedly said he doesn't 
think partisanship has any significant 
impact on local politics, but continued 
to say “values” are important to voters.

He then named candidates he felt 
were “too far left to be elected in Livo­
nia,” byt didn't acknowledge Livonians' 
increasing tendency to elect Democrats 
to offices like mayor, state representa­
tive, state senator and council presi­
dent. In the most recent city election, 
Republicans garnered three of the four 
open positions, although the top vote- 
getter was a Democrat. ’

Breen also resisted commenting on 
Republican council members being un­
happy to use American Rescue Plan — a 
federal stimulus plan from the current 
Democratic White House — dollars be­
cause some don't like where the money 
comes from.

Serving in a nonpartisan role

To Nash, it isn't surprising that parti­
sanship can impact nonpartisan elec­
tions.

“No matter what group you're looking

at, they’re going to use whatever they 
can to try and charge their base,” she 
said. “People vote for someone that is 
going to represent their values, right? 
So, even if council and mayor are non- 
partisan, you're still looking for some­
one who's going to have your view or 
close to your view.”

Upshaw's group, aside from support­
ing candidates, aims to educate resi­
dents on issues like housing, infrastruc­
ture and the environment that, she says, 
are nonpartisan at the end of the day. 
Once someone is in office, she thinks 
those personal opinions shouldn't stand 
in the way of helping the city.

“The focus has to be on policies and 
making sure the community isn't 
harmed by biases and personal views,” 
she said. “They're not there to represent 
themselves, they’re there to represent 
all of us.”

Nash and Upshaw said the issues the 
mayor and council deal with can have a 
big impact on local life, and people 
should care about them.

“People think of the presidential or 
the gubernatorial elections as the big 
ones,” Nash said. “But your day to day 
life is more effected by local elections. 
It's your property taxes, ifs your 
schools.”

And if partisanship is one thing that 
can get people to pay attention, so be it.

“I think the best thing that will come 
from this (last election) is, hopefully, 
people will start to pay more attention 
and see the results of voting based on 
anything other than the things that im­
pact us locally” Upshaw said. “We'li see 
how that works out for us, and if we 
don't like it then we've got two years to 
do something different ”.

Contact reporter Shelby tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlifft.com or 
248-305-0448. Twitter: (S>shelby_tankk.
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Home sales heat up in metro Detroit cities

Overall across southeast Michigan, home prices were up nearly 15 percent last fall compared to 2020.
KIRTHMON F. DOZIER/DETROIT FREE PRESS

USA TODAY NETWORK

The year 2021 was a hot one in the 
metro Detroit home sales market, and 
specific areas were sizzling.

Ten cities saw the biggest year-over­
year gains in total home sales through 
the month of November, according to 
data from RE/MAX of Southeastern 
Michigan. Many of them also experi­
enced big jumps in sales prices.

Overall across southeast Michigan, 
home prices were up nearly 15% last fall 
compared to 2020, according to the 
closely watched S&P CoreLogic Case- 
Shiller index covering Wayne, Oakland, 
Macomb, Livingston, St. Clair and La­
peer counties.

Jeanette Schneider, president of RE/ 
MAX of Southeastern Michigan, said in 
an interview Monday that she antici­
pates a less frenzied real estate market 
for home buyers in 2022 as interest 
rates are expected to rise and there now 
seems to be less “fear of missing out” 
among those perusing listings.

So prices across southeast Michigan 
may only rise about 8-10% over the 
course of the year, she said, or roughly 
half as much as last year’s gains.

“Not that we won’t have some bid­
ding wars or multiple bids in some 
cases, I think we will see some of that 
come back into the market the closer to 
spring that we get, but I also think that 
buyers have gotten a little bit more real­
istic,” Schneider said.

“They are saying 1 understand it’s 
competitive, but I am not going to get 
caught up in outbidding to the point 
where it doesn’t match my budget any­
more. I’m not going to have this fear of 
missing out,’ ” she said. “I think that was 
some of what was driving the spring 
market last year — the feeling that if I 
don’t bid on this right now, I’m never go­
ing to find a house.”

The cities with the biggest jumps in 
the number of home sales between 
2020 and 2021:

L Sterling Heights: 988 home Sales, 
up 31% from 2020. Median sales price

was $261,000 in November, up 4.4% 
from same month in 2020.

“Sterling Heights is popular because 
it’s central to so many conveniences 
along the M-59 corridor,” Jessica Belan­
ger, an agent with RE/MAX Eclipse, said 
in a statement. “It also provides easy ac­
cess Jto M-53 and Metro Parkway, so 
commuting.is convenient regardless of 
where work is located. In addition, 
homes are generally more affordable in 
Sterling Heights than many neighboring 

. communities.”
2. Troy: Home sales up 20% to 85L 

Median sales price up nearly 11% to 
$386,750.

3. Farmington: Home sales up 20% 
to 120. Median sales price up 18% to 
$273,000.

4. Madison Heights: Home sales up 
18% to 39L Median sales price up 9% to 
$172,285.

5. Birmingham: Home sales up 18% 
to 514. Median sales price down 1% to 
$665,000.

6. Warren: Home sales up nearly 18% 
to 1,400. Median sales prices down 3% 
to $165,000.

7. Roseville: Homes sales up 16% to 
407. Median sales price up nearly 17% to 
$152,000.

“Roseville and Warren have in­

creased in popularity because they’re 
two of the few places that first-time ho- 
mebuyers can still be competitive in this 
market,” Belanger said. “While home 
prices are rising there, homes remain af­
fordable. In addition, they’re both locat­
ed right off 1-696, which makes them 
convenient for commuting.”

8. Clawson: Home sales up 16%. Me­
dian sales price down l% to $224,000.

9. Femdale: Home sales up nearly 
15% to 526. Median sales price up 5% to 
$242,500.

10. Chesterfield Township: Home 
sales up 14% to 264. Median sales price 
up 19% to $337,500.

Livonia police accreditation 
team invites public comment
From Staff Reports Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A team of assessors from the Michi­
gan Law Enforcement Accreditation 
Commission will visit Livonia Jan. 18-19 
to examine all aspects of the Livonia Po­
lice Department policies and proce­
dures, management, operations, and 
support services.

“Verification by the team that the Li­
vonia Police Department meets the 
Michigan Law Enforcement Accredita­
tion Commission’s ‘best practice’ stan­
dards is part of a voluiitary process to 
achieve accreditation, a highly prized 
recognition of law enforcement profes­
sional excellence,” Police Chief Thomas 
Goralski said.

As part of this final pii-site assess­
ment, employees and members of the 
general public are invited to provide 
Comments to the assessment team;

They may do so by telephone or 
email. The public may call734-466-2142 
on 10 -a.m. to noon Jan. 19. Email com­
ments can be sent to Sgt. Stacy Hayne at 
stacy.hayne@livoniapd.com.

Telephone comments are limited to 
five minutes and must address the 
agency’s ability to comply With the com­
mission’s standards.

A copy of the standards are available 
for inspection at the Livonia Police De­
partment ,15050 Farmington Road, Li­
vonia, MI 48154., Contact Sgt. Stacy 
Hayne at 734-466-2496.

Anyone wishing to offer written com­
ments about the Livonia Police Depart­
ment’s ability to comply with the stan­
dards for acoreditation is requested to 
email the accreditation program man­
ager at nrossow@michiganpolice- 
Chiefs.org or write the Michigan Law 
Enforcement Accreditation Commis­
sion at 3474 Alaiedon Parkway, Suite 
600, Okemos, MI 48864.

The Livonia Police Department must 
comply with 108 standards in order to 
achieve accredited status.

“Accreditation results in greater ac­
countability within the agency, reduced 
risk and liability exposure, stronger de­
fense against civil lawsuits, increased 
comrhunity advocacy, and more confi­
dence in the agency’s ability to operate 
efficiently and respond to community 
needs,” Goralski said.

The accreditation program manager

^Accreditation results in 
greater accountability 
within the agency, 
reduced risk and liability 
exposure, stronger 
defense against civil 
lawsuits, increased 
community advocacy, and 
more confidence in the 
agency’s ability to operate 
efficiently and respond to 
community needs.”
Police Chief Thomas Goralski

for the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police is Ret. Chief Neal 
Rossow.

“The assessment team is com­
posed of law enforcement practi­
tioners from similar Michigan law 
enforcement agencies,” Rossow said. 
“The assessors will review written 
materials, interview agency mem­
bers, and visit offices and other 
places where compliance with the 
standards can be observed.

“Once the assessors complete 
their review of the agency, they will 
report to the full’commission, which 
Will then decide if the agency is to be 
granted accredited status.”

Accreditation is valid for a three- 
year period during which time the 
agency must submit annual reports 
attesting to their continued compli­
ance with those standards under 
which it was initially accredited.

The MACP, through its Michigan 
Law Enforcement Accreditation 
Commission, is the legitimate au­
thority and accreditation agency in 
the state of Michigan.

For more information regarding 
the Michigan Law Enforcement Ac­
creditation Commission, please 
write the Commission at: MACP, Law 
Enforcement Accreditation Commis­
sion; 3474 Alaiedon Parkway, Suite 
600, Okemos, MI 48864 ‘or email at 
nros sow@michiganpolicechiefs. org.

Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Patty Jo (Fischer) Laveroni
HINESVILLE, GA - 

Patricia Joan “Patty Jo”
(Fischer) Laveroni, 89, 
died Wednesday, De­
cember 29, 2021 at her 
residence.

She was born October 
30, 1932 in Coshocton 
to the late Franklin John 
and Lucille Jessie (Smith)
Fischer.

She was a 1950 gradu­
ate of Warsaw High School and a retired school 
teacher.

She is survived by her daughter, Lona Laveroni 
of Hinesville, GA and a brother, Don E. (Carol) 
Fischer of Washington Court House, OH, and 
nieces, nephews, & cousins.

In addition to her parents she was preceded in 
death by a daughter, Lora Laveroni, and a brother, 
Lynn R. Fischer.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday, January 
4,2022 at 1:00 p.m. at the Fischer Funeral Home 
in Warsaw with Pastor Dairel Kaiser officiating. 
Burial will follow in the Valley View Cemetery at 
Warsaw. Visitation is one hour prior to the service 
on Tuesday, www.fischerfuneralhome.com

The family asks that those attending to please 
wear masks. 1



Wayne County, Oakland County COVID-19 tracker
Mlk* Stucka 
USA TODAY NETWORK

New coronavirus cases leaped in 
Michigan in the week ending Sunday, 
rising 106% as 64,747 cases were report­
ed. The previous week had 31,437 new 
cases of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked 23rd among the 
states where coronavirus was spreading 
the fastest on a per-person basis, a USA 
TODAY Network analysis of Johns Hop­
kins University data shows. In the latest 
week coronavirus cases in the United 
States increased 104% from the week 
before, with 2,833,203 cases reported. 
With 3% of the country's population, 
Michigan had 2.29% of the country's 
cases in the last week. Across the coun­
try, 49 states had more cases in the lat­
est week than they did in the week be­
fore.

Christmas and New Year's signifi­
cantly disrupted who got tested, how

many people got tested, what labs oper­
ated and what government agencies re­
ported on time. Some of the Christmas 
weekend reports were shifted into the 
latest week. Most states reported no 
cases at all the weekend of New Year's, 
which will bump those reports into the 
following week. Consequently, week- 
to-week comparisons will be skewed.

Wayne County reported 18,726 cases 
and 128 deaths in the latest week. A 
week earlier, it had reported 7,383 cases 
and 109 deaths. Throughout the pan­
demic it has reported 277,665 cases and 
6,482 deaths.

Oakland County reported 10,156 
cases and 63 deaths in the latest week. 
A week earlier, it had reported 4,425 
cases and 59 deaths. Throughout the 
pandemic it has reported 199,302 cases 
and 3J16 deaths.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly 
outbreaks on a per-person basis were in 
Wayne County with 1,070 cases per

100,000 per week; Macomb County 
with 920; and Oakland County with 
808. The Centers for Disease Control 
says high (fomtntinity trans­
mission begin at 100 cases per 100,000 
per week.

Adding the most new cases overall 
were Wayne County, with 18,726 cases; 
Oakland County, with 10456 cases; and 
Macomb County, with 8,040. The worst 
increases from the prior week's pace 
were in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties.

Michigan ranked 34th among states 
in share of people receiving at least one 
shot, with 63.5% of its residents at least 
partially vaccinated. The national rate is 
73.3%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC 
data shows. The Pfizer and Modema 
vaccines, which are the most used in the 
United States, require two doses admin­
istered a few weeks apart. .

In the week ending Thursday, Michi­
gan reported administering another

187,823 vaccine doses, including 38,762 
first doses. In the previous week, the 
state administered 292,958 vaccine 
doses, including 53,595 first doses. In 
all, Michigan reported it has adminis­
tered 13,979,476 total doses.

Across Michigan, cases fell in seven 
counties, with the best declines in Gra­
tiot County, with in cases from 253 a 
week earlier; in Wexford County, with 
56 cases from 66; and in Alpena County, 
with 72 cases from 81

In Michigan, 675 people were report­
ed dead of COVID-19 in the week ending 
Sunday. In the week before that, 606 
people were reported dead.

A total of 1,710,325 people in Miclid- 
gan have tested positive for the corona- 
virus since the pandemic began, and 
29,020 people have died from the dis­
ease, Johns Hopkins University data 
shows. In the United States 55414,057 
people have tested positive and 826,060 
people have died.

Two documents will help you navigate 2022 financially
Money Matters
Rick Bloom 
Guest Columnist

Happy New Year! I want to take this 
opportunity to wish you and yours a 
very happy and healthy New Year, and 
hopefully, 2022 will be the year that we 
can all put the COVID-19 pandemic be­
hind us.

As we begin the New Year, all of us 
should be dedicated to making sure that 
in 2022 we keep our financial house in 
order. In these ever-changing and trou­
bling times, it is more important than 
ever that we take care of our finances. I 
believe there are two documents we 
should all complete this time of year to 
help keep our financial affairs in order. 
These two documents are a family bal­
ance sheet and a cash flow statement.

A family balance sheet is nothing 
more than a listing of all your assets and 
liabilities. Assets less liabilities equal

your net worth. It is important that if 
you are going to do any financial plan­
ning, you know where you're starting 
from. A balance sheet accomplishes, 
that. It's a picture of where you stand fi­
nancially at that point in time.

By doing a personal family balance 
sheet at least twice a year, it allows you 
to see exactly where you stand finan­
cially. In addition, as time goes on, you 
will be able to see what your net worth is 
and compare it to prior years.

• When putting together a personal 
family balance sheet, it's important that 
you use accurate numbers. It's easy 
with regard to your financial assets, 
such as your stocks and bonds, because 
you can look at your statements and see 
exactly what those items are worth at 
any point in time. On the other hand, 
things like your house and collectibles 
are a little more difficult to value.

When it comes to your home, remem­
ber, it's not what you think it is worth, 
but rather what a buyer would be willing 
to pay for your home. By looking at 
home sales in your area, it should give

you a good approximation of the value 
of your home. On the other hand, with 
collectibles if s sometimes not as easy. 
For most people, the reality of the situa­
tion is that their collectibles are not 
worth that much. My general view is 
that unless you have collectibles that 
you know you can sell, you should not 
include them in your family balance 
sheet.

Remember, there's no reason to puff 
the numbers on your balance sheet, be­
cause this document is for you and only 
you.

The other document you should do is 
a cash flow statement. A cash flow 
statement is nothing more than a listing 
of what's coming into the household 
and where if s going. By knowing where 
your money is going, it lets you know 
what your cost of living is. I cannot 
stress enough how important it is to 
know what your cost of living is. It does 
not matter what stage in life you're in, 
knowing your cost of living is essential, 
particularly to determine whether you 
can afford to retire.

Another benefit of a cash flow state­
ment is that it will help you get a hold on 
your expenses. You may be surprised at 
what you're paying in unnecessary fees 
and costs. Don't forget, in determining 
what it costs you to live some expenses 
are not recurring on a regular basis, 
such as property taxes, birthday and 
holiday gifts.

Knowing what your net worth is and 
what it costs you to live is a great way to 
begin 2022. Unfortunately, it is only the 
beginning. We live in a complex and 
ever-changing world, and when it 
comes to our personal finances, we u 
cannot put it in autopilot; we have to be 
proactive. However, no matter what 
stage of life you're in, and whether your 
personal finances are currently in order 
or not, personal balance sheets and 
knowing your individual cost of living, 
are important numbers that everyone 
should know.

Good luck, and once again a very 
happy and healthy New Year!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
advisor.

- Flat Rate Pricing

- FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call

- Service Call Charge 
Waived with Work 
Performed

- Same Day Service

- All Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
Checked

- 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

In-Season Furnace 
Safety Check
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18 Months ! 
No Interest !

on New 
Furnace & >i
AC System ;
Restrictions apply J
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Electric * Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

‘Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!
(C) (313) 241-9116

tOffer ends January 31,2022. ParUclpailng dealers only. Not available In AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, orCtty of Buffalo. NY, 
1,500 off average price of KOHLER waiMn bath. Dealer seta all prices and Is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with 

ary other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. "Subject to credit approval. Interest Is billed dining the promotional period 
aH interest is waived If the purchase amount to paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment 

required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity 
^ar banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program Is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to 

era tor the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lendeis are federally insured, equal opportimlty 
ender banks. GreenSky® Is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating 
lenders. NMLS *1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.



Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Uvonia, Ml 48152 J 243.477.4333
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 * Sales Valid Jan 5-11,2022 . 

While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change.
Delroil iFveeipn'Vi
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9 AM -8 PM 
SUN.

9AM-7PM

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

COWBOY RiBEYE STEAK

sufostHiJlionS. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - aclual items may differ

Joe’s Meat & Seafood
Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Areal
Butcher-cut and hand ground premium meats. Fresh flown-in fish and seafood daily.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
FLANK STEAK

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF FROM ROUND

$ | 3 99/

LB. LB.

Contactless 
Curbside 

Pickup and 
Home Delivery!

ShopJoesproduce.com 
to Place Your 
Order Today! FRESH ALL NATURAL 

BONELESS PORK CHOPS

LB.

PREMIUM FRESH 
ALL NATURAL 

CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS

ENTREES TO GO 
STUFFED PORK TENDERLOIN 

APPLE CHERRY, BACON BASIL OR 
GARLIC HERB

LB.

LINDEMAN’S 
ALL VARIETALS

19 CRIMES
EXCLUDES CALI ROSE

ZACCAGNINI 
RED OR PINOT 

NOIR

BANFICENTINE 
90 POINTS

/lr ( <///•> /r>

Weddings, showers, 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

Visit us at:
JoesGourmetCatering.com

Call Laura at: 
248.477.4333
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FRESH ATLANTIC 
SALMON FILLETS

$12.99/
LB.

CENSEA 
EZ PEEL SHRIMP 

31/40 CT

ili!

FRESH
TILAPIA FILLETS

$799/

LB.

CENSEA
COOKED SHRIMP 

3I/40CT

EA.

FRESH
BLACK PEARL 

SALMON FILLETS

ImI
I i , i''I fV n*

0
STONE HIARIH BAKED DMIY 248-477-4311

Hours: 9 am-6 pm. Closed Monday

BEAR CLAWS CHALLAH MINI APPLE PIE FRENCH VIENNA

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERYl 
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

EA.

Sales Valid Jan 5 ■ I I, 2021* While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»



Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333
STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 • Sales Valid Jan 5-11,2022 

While Supplies Last * Prices subject to change.
Art noil jfnv 
* WINNER«

Sales VaJid Jan 5 -11,2022
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

We reserve fhe righf lo limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ.

Our produce i$ hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!

WASHINGTON 
GRANNY SMITH APPLES 

LUNCHBOX

CALIFORNIA 
NAVEL ORANGES

WASHINGTON 
GAU APPLES 
LUNCHBOX

ORGANIC 
GAU APPLES

I "/lb.

ORGANIC
KIWI

WASHINGTON 
BARTLETT PEARS

CANADIAN
SEEDLESS CUCUMBERS

FLORIDA 
GREEN PEPPERS

ORGANIC
AVOCADOS

ORGANIC 
GREEN ONIONS

mah*
DEARBORN 

OVEN ROASTED 
TURKEY

$6."/lb.

TROYER
SMOKED CHEESE 

SWISS OR CHEDDAR

DEARBORN
BEERSAUMI

$649/lb.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

COWBOY RIBEYE STEAK

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
GROUND BEEF 
FROM ROUND

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
FUNK STEAK

$ I 5."/lB. $6.4,/lb. *I3."/lb.

HOFFMAN’S
HARDSAUMI

•RAND.

DEARBORN 
CORNED BEEF

HOFFMAN’S 
SUPER SHARP 

CHEDDAR CHEESE

$5”/l.

SCHALLER-
©WEBER

PATEVW?TH ONION BAKED BRIE VARIETIES
mUBI FIG, APPLE XINNAMON OR

TEEWURSTORGOLD 
MEDAL PATE CRANBERRY

$5 4,/ea. $7."/,
MIFROMA

SWITZERLAND RACLETTE

$6.4,/ea.

CHICKEN BACON 
RANCH PASTA 

SAUD
$8.4,/lb.

MEATLOAF 
WITH GLAZE

VEETABLE
ROTINI

p JR
in

$II."/lb. $8.4,/

#
LB.

CHEF'S FUTURE

rMmZ

WILD CAUGHT 
MAHIMAHI FILLETS

CENSU 
EZ PEEL SHRIMP 

31/40 CT
FRESH

ATLANTIC SALMON

15"© *12”/..

mELALLO
DELALLO STUFFED MANZANILU 

OLIVES 5.7SOZ JAR

$1 99I . EA.

KITCHEN READY 
BROTHS

m

CORTO
CORTO 100% EVOO 

3 L BOTTLE

$34.w .

HERO FRUIT NECTAR 
BEVERAGES

BUFFALO CHICKEN 
PASTA SAUD

SPINACH ft 
ROASTED GARLIC
$6.49/lb.

BRAGG APPLE CIDER 
VINEGAR 3lOZ JAR

$C 99
J. EA.

8$36
SAVE $3.00

99
RAINBOW CAKE

‘”$25.99

CORO’S
COOKIES

80Z

SAVE $3.00

LOFTHOUSE 
HOUDAY COOKIES 

315 OZ

CORO'S 
COOKIES 

2.5 OZ

$7 50/ $C 50/ $150/
A. I EA. J. I EA. I . /EA.

COFFEE FLAVOR 
OF THE WEEK 

VANILU CARAMEL

LINDT
CUSSIC RECIPE 

BARS

EA.

RADEMAKER
HOPJES

COFFEE CANDIES

M

$6 49
EA.

We are looking for all full, part 
To join our award-winning tearr 
joesproduce.com/ careers

and seasonal positions, 
>ly in person or go to

lO-GCKSQOOQS-OS

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Jan 5 -11, 2022* While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

.
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START 2022WITH FRES 
FOODS FROM JOE'S PRODUCE
Youll discover Michigan's freshest 
premium produce that's sourced daily 
by Joe and his award-winning team.

Shop online for delivery or curbside 
pickup at ShopJoesProduce.com

33152 W. Seven Mile Rd 
Livonia, Ml 48152 

Check out Joe's 
specials on back page.

SPORTS
How Shamrocks stack up in CHSL-Central
Brandon Folspm Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Catholic League-Central 
couldn't be any better.

All five teams are currently ranked in 
the top 15 of The D Zone's Top 100 teams 
in the state, regardless of division.

Orchard Lake St. Mary's, which fea­

tures the top-ranked player in the state 
in three-star JaVaughn Hannah, who 
transferred to the Eaglets after playing 
with Emoni Bates and Ypsi Prep Acad­
emy over the past two years, is No. 1, 
while De La Salle and Brother Rice are 
ranked 3 and 5, respectively. Even De­
troit U-D Jesuit is ranked 14th.

But don't forget about Detroit Catho­

lic Central, which The D Zone has 
tabbed at No. 10.

Since losing to Detroit King (ranked 
No. 4) in its second game, if s ripped off 
three-straight, all in blowout neutral- 
site games.

The Shamrocks (4-1) almost beat Port 
Huron Northern by 40 points in the Cali­
ban Challenge at Detroit Mercy. Then

they almost downed Rockford by 30 in 
The Showcase at Cornerstone Univer­
sity.

They got another big win in the Motor 
City Roundball Classic showcase game 
at Ferndale.

Kam Mayes scored 21 points and was 

See SHAMROCKS, Page 2B

Northville boys claim 7th holiday tourney win
Brandon Folsom Hometowniife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville worked the ball around the 
arc as the final 15 seconds faded off the 
clock.

Jack Holland strong-armed a pass to­
ward the comer that found Matt Gorski, 
who proceeded to dribble into the paint 
until the defense finally collapsed on 
him. Then the senior jumped in the air 
and kicked the ball outside to Angelo 
Rodriguez with 4.8 seconds left.

Rodriguez collected the ball, squared 
up and shot a Steph Curry-length 3- 
pointer at the buzzer. He drained the 
basket, gave a fist pump, turned around 
and then flexed as hard as he could be­
fore his teammates mobbed him.

The walk-off gave the Mustangs a 49- 
46 victory over Erie Mason in Monday's 

‘semifinal of their annual four-team 
holiday tournament.

As fun and exciting as that finish was 
for Northville, it knew it couldn't play 
another close game like that in Tues­
day's championship if it wanted to win 
its seventh-straight tournament title 
and eighth overall since 2010.

So it didn't.
The Mustangs (3-1) laid down the 

hammer early in the first half against 
South Lyon. Their rebounding limited 
the Lions' second-chance opportuni­
ties. They ran the floor in transitioii, and 
they sank four crucial 3-pointers.

Outside of a short 6-0 fun by South' 
Lyon in the second quarter, Northville 
controlled the play. It was the more 
physical team. It had no trouble grab­
bing a 28-19 lead entering halftime, one 
it wouldn't relinquish.

Northville maintained that pace the 
rest of the evening and enjoyed walking 
off the court with a comfortable 52-38 
victory over a former rival. .

“I thought we had a much more com­
plete game tonight,'' coach Todd Sander 
said. "We played four quarters. We 
scored in double digits each quarter. I 
thought we got great shots and great 
looks all night..The guys were really pa­
tient. We continued to be unselfish and 
share the ball, and I thought .that ledto a 
lot of open looks for us.

"We did a really good job, in the first 
half especially, of cleaning up the defen­
sive rebounds, which have been an is- 

• sue for us. So I was really proud of how 
we, owned the glass in the first half. 
South Lyon shoots the ball really well

See NORTHVILLEr Page 2B
Northville’s Matt Gorski shoots against South Lyon on Dec. 28 during the Mustangs' annual holiday tournament. It was the 
seventh-straight holiday tournament win for Northville, which beat South Lyon 49-46. brandon folsom/hometownlife.com
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Northville
Continued from Page IB

from the outside. One of the best 3s in 
basketball is the kick out after an offen­
sive rebound because it just leads to ex­
tra possessions. If s really been a prob­
lem for us (to limit that) to this point, so l 
was really, really happy with how we re­
sponded to do that.”

Northville was streaky in the second 
half. It used an 8-2 run to carry a 41-31 
advantage into the fourth. Then it 
scored 10-straight during a brief stretch 
of the final 8 minutes to secure the win.

Gorski led with 17 points followed by 
Cullen Foley and Sam Barnhart with 
nine apiece.

"Last night, we kind of lacked a lot of 
energy,” said Foley, a junior point guard. 
“Tonight, we were all gas, no brakes. We 
definitely jumped on them early. ... 
South Lyon is a physical team, and we 
knew that coming in. We knew we had a 
little bit of a height advantage with our 
center (Gorski). So we tried to get it to 
him, and he was very active on the glass, 
and he did a great job. All of our shooters 
knocked down their 3s.”

Northville limited South Lyon point 
guard Logan Doty, one of the top scorers 
in metro Detroit, to just n points (only 
three made field goals). Max Peters 
helped the Lions (1-3) with 15 points.

Sander said he's happy with how 
much his Mustangs have improved 
since their 10-point loss to Ann Arbor 
Skyline in the season opener three 
weeks ago.

“The one thing about this group is 
we're so much better right now on Dec. 
28 than we were the day of our first 
game when we played Skyline,” the 
14th-year coach said. “They come to 
practice every day. They work. They 
push each other. Their attitudes are 
great. They're easy to coach, and it 
makes it fun to come and watch them 
work every day.”

Above at left, Northville's Matthew McLaughlin helps up Cullen Foley on Dec. 28 during the Mustangs' annual holiday tournament. Above at right, Northville's Sam 
Barnhart shoots against South Lyon. Barnhart and Foley had nine points apiece for the game, photos by brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Shamrocks
Continued from Page IB

named the MVP following a 74-36 vic­
tory over Bloomfield Hills.

The Shamrocks have matchups 
against Dexter and Hamtramck when 
they return from the holiday break. But 
they're definitely ready to compete in 
the CHSL when they welcome De La 
Salleto their gym on Jan. 14.

That is, after all, a big reason why 
Brandon Sinawi left Novi to take over 
CC.

“We've got film on everybody already. 
We haven't watched any of it yet,” the 
fourth-year coach said. “We know how 
talented each of the rosters are, and we 
know how well-coached each of the 
teams are going to be.

“But, truthfully, we're just going one 
day at a time, and we’re focusing on the 
next opponent. We've always got our 
league in the back of our heads, of 
course. ... Ifs fun, though, and I 
wouldn't want it any other way. Ifs a 
challenge. Ifs great for high school bas­
ketball in the state of Michigan, and ifs 
great for our kids to experience those 
types of games and the atmospheres the 
fans and student sections are going to 
bring.

“One of the big reasons why I came 
over here, too, is because the league is so 
respected and talented, and ifs fun to 
be a part of.”

So whaf s been the key to CC's suc­
cess in December?

“Our defense has traveled every place 
that we've gone, and that's going to be a 
staple for us,” Sinawi added. “We need 
to continue to defend, continue to guard 
their tops guys. And tonight was no dif­
ferent. The defense was tremendous.

“We've only had one home game, and 
everything else has been neutral site. So 
ifs important our defense comes every 
single night because ifs going to keep us 
in the basketball games ”

The defense certainly showed up

against Bloomfield Hills.
The Black Hawks (4-2) couldn't score 

more than seven points in either the 
first or second quarters. Multiple times 
coach Phil Kurajian was forced to call 
timeouts to stop the bleeding as the 
Shamrocks turned turnovers and defen­
sive rebounds into transition points.

CC held Bloomfield Hills guard Noah 
Adamczyk, a Foster-Loyer level of a 3- 
point shooter, to just 20 points, most of 
which came in garbage time after half­
time.

“We've got a couple of guys who are 
just sound defenders,” Sinawi said. 
“Brady Hewer, No. 5 for us, is the pillar of 
our defense. We know he's going to do 
his best to lock down the other team's 
best player, and he sort of frustrated 
Noah tonight. He got him off his game. 
He still had a great game, but I think it 
led to some good plays for us offensively 
when our defense turns into offense. We 
stay true to our shell drill. We stay true 
to helping the helper and keeping them 
to one-and-done and just rebounding 
and pushing the ball.'*

Their effort in the second quarter was 
key. Thaf s when Cooper Craggs scored 
n of his 15 points, including the center 
making a pair of 3-pointers, while 
Mayes had nine.

They started on al3-3 run and totaled 
26 points in an 8-minute span to lead 
40-14 entering halftime.

Also contributing to the victory was 
Chas Lewless, who scored 16 points.

With four big victories under their 
belt, they're ready to see how they stack 
up in the Catholic, League.

“We talked about how we wanted to 
end 2021 on a high note playing against 
a talented team, a well-coached team. It 
was nice to see,” Sinawi said. “We're 
rolling a little bit now. We're playing 
hard. We're playing unselfish. We had 
different guys stepping up on different 
nights. We’re proud of the guys.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Catholic Central's Kam Mayes shoots against Bloomfield Hills on Dec. 29 during 
the Motor City Roundball Classic at Femdale. Mayes, who had 21 points, was 
named MVP after the Shamrocks' 74-36 victory, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com



Why Michigan’s loss is reminiscent 
of MSU’s CFP collapse back in 2015

Michigan quarterback J.J. McCarthy is sacked by Georgia linebacker Quay Walker 
during the second half of U-M’s 34-11 loss in the-Orange Bowl on Dec. 31 in Miami 
Gardens, Florida, kirthmon f. dozier/detroit free press

Rainer Sabin Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. - Gemon 
Green dropped his head, and the Michi­
gan football comerback shook it ever so 
slightly as he glanced briefly at the cele­
bration unfolding in the painted red end 
zone at Hard Rock Stadium.

James Cook had just slipped out of 
the backfield, cruised past the Wolver- 
ines, last line of defense and scored on a 
39-yard touchdown reception that ac­
counted for Georgia's last points in its 
34-H romp Friday. A party started on 
New Year's Eve and the College Football 
Playoff's lone Big Ten representative 
wasn't invited.

“Sucks if s got to end this way/' Mich- 
igan's star pass rusher, Aidan Hutchin­
son, said afterwardl

Indeed it does.
Six years before, on the very same 

night, Michigan State experienced the 
Scune cold rejection.

Making its debut in the CFP, the 
Spartans were shut out literally and fig­
uratively by a different SEC behemoth. 
Alabama, which has ruled this sport for 
more than a decade, exerted its suprem­
acy during a 38-0 slaughter that rever­
berated long after the final whistle. In 
the coming years, the plucky program 
Mark Dantonio built into a regional 
stronghold disintegrated, and as it did 
some wondered if that resounding de­
feat to the Crimson Tide triggered the 
decline.

Here in South Florida the Wolverines 
are confident they won't endure a simi­
lar downturn after they were wrecked 
by Georgia.

Instead, they proclaimed they're 
built to last.

“Ton of resolve with this team,'' head 
coach Jim Harbaugh said. “To me it feels 
like a start. Feels like a beginning.”

Harbaugh's rosy outlook is under­
standable.

In Year 7 of his much-scrutinized ten­
ure, he realized a series of breakthrough 
achievements. He finally led the Wol­
verines to a victory over rival Ohio State,

a win he labeled his best yet. A week lat­
er, he guided his alma mater to its first 
Big Ten championship since 2004 and 
launched the program's maiden voyage 
in the CFP.

“It was a great season,” Harbaugh 
said. “We were trying to make it greater 

•tonight.”
“But then Michigan ran into Georgia's 

rapacious defense, which spent this fall 
devouring one opponent after another.

As Alabama did against Michigan 
State, the Bulldogs feasted on the Wol­
verines. They chewed their way through 
Michigan's offensive line and swal­
lowed its stable of running backs, suck­
ing the life force out of Wolverines. U-M 
netted a season-low 88 rushing yards

and entered the red zone only twice on 
its first eight possessions.

As Michigan's offense stagnated, its 
defense hemorrhaged from front to 
back.

The pass rush was blunted by Geor­
gia's quick passing game while the cov­
erage collapsed across the second and 
third levels. Freshman linebacker Ju­
nior Colson surrendered a 53-yard com­
pletion to Cook that helped Georgia ex­
pand its lead in the second quarter. Not 
long thereafter, comerback Vincent 
Gray was burned on a 57-yard touch­
down strike to Georgia receiver Jer­
maine Burton.

The score was now 27-3, and the epi­
taph on Michigan's 2021tombstone was

ready to be engraved.
As Harbaugh learned, death by the 

SEC is never a pleasant way to go, espe­
cially for programs aspiring to compete 
in college football's Thunderdome.

The Spartans weren't the only team 
to lose on that unforgiving battlefield.

In 2016, the Washington Huskies did 
as well when they ran up against Ala­
bama in the semifinal round and never 
sniffed the CFP again.

After their dismal performances Fri­
day, playoff newbies Cincinnati and 
Michigan could soon follow in their 
footsteps. But fifth-year safety Brad 
Hawkins believes the Wolverines will 
avoid that fate.

“All these young guys, they've got this 
scar tissue now, being in the Playoffs, 
losing, having to feel this,” he said. “I 
know they're going to bounce back next 
year and give ‘em hell.”

When considering Michigan's favor­
able 2022 schedule that includes three 
soft nonconference opponents and 
eight home dates, Hawkins' optimism 
seems justified. Beat the Buckeyes 
again in Columbus, and it's entirely con­
ceivable Michigan could end up in the 
same position next year.

But outside of Tuscaloosa, nothing is 
guaranteed in this sport.

Harbaugh hinted at that when he 
said, “This team won't be together fully 
next year.”

The Wolverines lose stalwarts like 
Hutchinson, miming back Hassan Has­
kins and center Andrew Vastardis. Oth­
er contributors could leave as well.

The winning culture, linebacker Josh 
Ross insisted^ will remain though.

“If s just the beginning,” Ross reiter­
ated.

Thaf s the hope at least. But as Michi­
gan State knows, it could also be the 
end.

If s Harbaugh's responsibility to en­
sure that it isn't. The man who steered 
the Wolverines to the CFP for the first 
time must find his way back in the near 
future and then maybe, just maybe, take 
the next step. Otherwise, the party will 
continue to go on without them.

Celebrate the New Year 
with NEW FLOORS!

The New Year is a tinme for ail things new, and that can include 
the ffitoqiring in your home. Liven up your living space with 
new floors installed by Floor Coverings International*. Sit 
back and relax - with The Flooring Store at Your Door® well 
do it ai! From carpet to hardwood, laminate to luxury vinyl 
our Nobile Flooring Showroom®, with over 3,000 options, is 
sure to have the right flooring solution to fit: your style and 
your budget. Call now!

FLOOR COVERINGS
m ^ ;;

Book a Free In-Home Design Consultation!
947-600-7060 • bookfci.com

R&Gto Ffiarmfflst&iS! & lumtll!/! Ow’imt'md! Op&r&tmUBusimss.

NEW BATH HUD 4
,T ;0 ,D, ;a y | ■ , Digital Shower SystemHContUOI rvKicV voui^SHchrKR ’ ; ^Hyg

tws*HI . . a:;

UMITED-TIM& SPECIAL Oft ER
$1 SOOoFF 0%Financing for

Any Installed 24mOS.
Bath or Shower

KOHLER LuxStone

Work with your New Bath Today Guru to design yqur KOHLER® LuxStone™
Walk-In system. Your Guru makes designing your dream shower or 
bath easy. They will help you create a space suited to your needs - with 
exquisite features all bearing the Kohler name - and install it hassle-free.
Walk-In System Guru

313-241-9145
*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only. Financing available from 
GreenSky LLC for qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 6124. For deferred interest plans, interest accrues during the 

promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full before the end of the promotional period. $1500
off installed bath or shower purchase.



Rally caps a magical MSU football season

Michigan State safety Angelo Grose (15) tackles Pittsburgh quarterback Davis Beville (17) during the first half of the Peach 
Bowl at the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia, on Dec. 30. photos by junfu han/detroit free press

Peach Bowl comeback was 
familiar theme for Spartans
Chris Solari Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

ATLANTA — Almost all season, when 
Michigan State football appeared in 
second-half danger, a comeback 
seemed imminent.

A dominating pull-away surge at Mi­
ami, followed by an improbable punt re­
turn touchdown and overtime escape 
against Nebraska. A hard-fought grind 
at Indiana and a thrilling run to victory 
over Michigan. Even when it didn't ma­
terialize, while getting shredded defen­
sively in a loss to Purdue.

Call it a trend, call it resilience, call it 
culture shift. Call it whatever — the 
Spartans nearly always managed to 
somehow, some way, find an answer 
and win.

So why not one more time?
In Mel Tucker's first bowl game. On 

the big stage of the Peach Bowl and the 
New Year's Six. With Pat Narduzzi's Pitt 
Panthers clamping down his old pro­
gram in a way MSU fans remember 
fondly.

Payton Thome, Jayden Reed and the 
Spartans made it happen with a two- 
touchdown rally on offense in the final 
8-plus minutes. The defense answered 
with a critical third-down stop by Ange­
lo Grose and a pick-six to seal it ftom Cal 
Haladay.

And in familiar fashion, No. 10 MSU 
closed out its resurgent 2021 season 
with another memorable finish and a 31- 
21 victory over No. 12 Pitt on Thursday 
night at Mercedes Benz Stadium.

“The effort was there tonight, and 
there was an element of competitive 
greatness," Tucker said in delivering the 
sixth 11-win season in program history 
and first since 2015. “That's being at 
your best when your best is needed. And 
that's what we've seen this season — 
the several games guys have made plays 
down the stretch to ice games, because 
there's something to be said for that. We 
do have pride in our program, we do 
have pride in our defense.

“We're not where we need to be, but 
we're going to get there."

“There” is playing for a national

championship in the College Football 
Playoff, something MSU (11-2) has done 
once since its inception in 2014. The 
Spartans have not been part of that con­
versation since Mark Dantonio's magi­
cal three-year run between 2013-15 that 
put the program in the national spot­
light regularly for the first time in nearly 
a half-century.

Tucker and his players defied experts 
who projected his second-year team to 
be among the worst in the Big Ten, rid­
ing Kenneth Walker III for 12 games to 
stay in the hunt for a conference cham­
pionship deep into November. And then 
Thursday, with the stair running back 
opting out of the Peach Bowl and into 
the NFL draft, the Spartans once again 
willed their way to a win.

Even with the previously potent run 
game nonexistent without Walker, and 
Thome admittedly playing poorly for 
most of the first three quarters.

the Spartans trailed 21-10 going into 
the fourth quarter, with Pitt's second 
touchdown late in the first half indirect­
ly coming off a Thome interception and 
the Panthers' third score coming direct­
ly off his fumble to open the third quar­
ter, returned for a touchdown by Pitt's 
Cam Bright. The redshirt sophomore 
quarterback struggled with his accura­
cy, overthrowing open receivers on deep 
routes and firing wide on short and in­
termediate passes.

“Coach Tuck was talking to me on the 
sidelines, kind of asked me what I need­
ed or what I wanted to run or anything

like that," Thome said. “And I just told 
him I like the plays that were being 
called, they're my favorite plays that we 
had in, and I just wasn't being accurate. 
He asked why. I said, ‘Probably my feet 
are messed up,' because it always starts 
with your feet. But you can't really focus 
on that during the game, because you're 
looking at the defense the whole time.”

Thome was 15-for-31 for 210 yards 
with a touchdown and the interception 
through three quarters, with a one- 
handed grab by Jalen Nailor accounting 
for 50 yards on one of the Spartans' 
squandered first-half possessions.

Yet as soon as MSU got the ball back 
after a punt to open the fourth quarter,

See MSU, Page SB

Select styles.

Half price carpet, hardwood, laminate, 
vinyl, & professional installation... 

That's half price* for your entire purchase!

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate! 
Call 888-330*0582

or visit EmpireTod ay.com/newspaper.

Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl, and Laminate 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases 
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in all 
areas. Valid through 1/16/22- Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors.

,-Lfeensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB1047108 © 2022 Empire Today, LLC
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Spartan coach Mel Tucker talks to quarterback Payton Thorne after the 31-21 win over Pittsburgh in the Peach Bowl.

MSU .
Continued from Page 4B

Thome reemerged and began to find his 
rhythm with five straight completions 
to open a 13-play, 70-yard drive that 
chewed almost 7 minutes off the clock. 
He converted a fourth-and-6 with an 8- 
yard throw to Connor Heyward, then 
found his senior tight end again on 
third-and-goal for a leaping 15-yard 
touchdown with 8:06 to play that pulled 
MSU back within 21-16.

“For me, we talked about it on the 
sideline, just treat it like it’s practice and 
treat "it like you’re just playing one play 
at a time,” said Thome, who was 10-

of-16 for 130 yards and seven first downs 
on third-down passes. “(Offensive coor­
dinator Jay) Johnson talks about that a 
lot. I feel like in the fourth quarter, I was 
just playing one play at a time, just read­
ing the defense and taking what they 
give us.”

Pitt (11-3), down to its third-string 
quarterback, picked up 9 yards on Davis 
Seville’s pass to tight end Gavin Bar­
tholomew on the second play of the en­
suing drive. That set up a third-and-1 at 
the Panthers’ 31. And on a misdirection 
pitch to the right, with Vincent Davis 
charging in the open field toward a first 
dovm, Grose closed from the safety po­
sition with quickness and dragged 
down Pitt’s running back for a 2-yard 
loss to force a punt with a little more

than 534 minutes to play.
“We just had to clean up how we were 

playing,” Haladay said. ’“Our adjust­
ments just were tackle better, drive on 
the ball better, break, just doing the little 
things better. That’s what we did at the 
end of the day. We just needed to go out, 
get the ball back to our offense as quick 
as we could and give ourselves an op­
portunity to win the game.”

Thome and the offense took over at 
MSU’s 29 and began marching toward 
victory. Three times on the H-play, 71- 
yard final drive they converted third- 
down passes, first for Hyards to Reed on 
third-and-7, then 10 yards on third- 
and-lb to Maliq Carr and, after a timeout 
with 3:05 to play, 14 yards to Nailor on 
third-and-10.

The Spartans hustled to the line after 
that last one. Then it became a one-on- 
one showdown between Reed and Pitf s 
M. J. Devonshire. Thome took the shot­
gun snap and lobbed a high spiral to­
ward the front right pylon. Reed elevat­
ed above Devonshire, reached over the 
comerback and pulled in a 22-yard 
touchdown with 2:51 remaining. 
Thome’s strike to Nailor on the 2-point 
play put MSU ahead 24-21, its first lead 
of tiie second half.

Friends since middle school, Reed 
said he wanted to make sure to keep 
Thome positive even when he was 
struggling.

“Something I do as always. I want to 
be a big brother to him as I always do 
when tilings aren’t going his way, be­
cause I know he’s a really good player,” 
said Reed, who had six catches for 80 
yards and two TDs. “I was trying my 
best to make sure he wasn’t getting dis­
couraged or anything like that. I was 
picking his head up when it was down.

“Obviously, things changed. He got 
his head straight, and he made plays 
when we needed him.”

- Seville got the Panthers driving in the 
hurry-up, needing a field goal to send 
the game to overtime. They quickly 
moved 49 yards in seven plays and got 
to the Spartans’ 26, with Biletnikoff 
Award-winning receiver Jordan Addi­
son catching a pair of passes for 32 
those yards.

But MSU came up with the big play at 
the right moment. Haladay dropped into 
coverage and, like* he did at Indiana in 
mid-October, read the quarterback’s 
eyes and route perfectly. He stepped in 
front of a quick slant intended for Addi­
son and plucked it away, with nothing 
but turf and teammates in front of him 
for a 78-yard interception return that 
was the longest in Peach Bowl history.

It marked a culmination of every­
thing’Tucker started preaching — from 
when he took over and went 2-5 in his 
2020 debut, into an offseason filled with 
personnel changes both inbound and 
outbound, and throughout a fall that 
provided an exhilarating ending to one 
of the most magical seasons in MSU his­
tory.

“We’re relentless. We don’t flinch. We 
believe in the process. We keep chop­
ping,” Tucker said. “We’re in great con­
dition. We know that we can go deep 
into the fourth quarter and wear teams 
down, take them to the deep water: And 
that’s where we want to be.” .

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS a DAYS!

HOME
mSHCURTTS

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY

248-450-6253
I Ml Lie# 2102222470

12500 Merriman Rd., Livbnia, Ml 48150

MlHIi We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your familyl

'With the purchase of cabinet refacing. "New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. 
Offer includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. qr refaclng purchase required, Does not include 
demolition, cut-outs,or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite vylth Group A details only. Offer expires 1/31/2022.

3DAYB LINDS"
YOU'LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

Installation
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!8

•Offer valid on residential base Installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. 
Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other offer or 
discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/22. State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: Arizona 321056. 
California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VM0939Q200, Oregon 209181. Pennsylvania PA107656. 
Tennessee 10020.. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY H01073101. Rockland County, 
NY M-124Q1-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC: Virginia 2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. 
Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC.
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Careers Transportation

ESSnS
new beginnings... best deal for you...new beginnings... deal for you..

IJf Engineering & IT Autos Wanted
Fotf Switch-Greot Lakes has multiple 
openings to work In Livonia, Ml 
and/or various client sites throughout 
the U.S. Must be willing to travel 
and/or relocate: Java Developer: 
Drive enterprise-class development of 
Java applications working in Java, 
Spring, AngularJS, Hibernate. 
Infotainment Application Software 
EnehieiiH’: perform development of 
mobile android applications working 
In Android Studio, Java. Apply to: 
Fast Switch-Great Lakes LLC, Attn:
J, Moehle 17177 N Laurel Park Dr,
Ste. 265, Livonia, Mi 48152 or email to 
lmoehleOfosttek.com

Functional Safety Specialist positions 
(Dana Automotive Systems Group, 
LLC; Plymouth, Ml). Lead the 
Functional Safety activities for global 
prod, lines w/ln the Mechatronlc & 
Electrification dept, based on 
demands from Dana bus, units in 
light, commercial & off-highway 
segmts. Mandatory travel (5% 
domestic). Email resume to: 
recruttlngOdana.com. Ref: FSS2.

IQf Professional
Veterinarian, FT. VCA Inc. Garden 
City, Ml recruftlngOvca.com

Find what 

you want in 

CLASSIFIED!

Got stuff 
to sell?

Show it off to everyone!
Classified ads get results

T i_r r n "r)®LnJy PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo
A TO Z

REPEATEDLY
ACROSS 49 Des Moines 99 Acorn trees 2 Put new 38 Solidifies 87 Small

1 Dubya or JFK native 100 “Incredible!" concrete on 43 “Seminar,” amount,
5 Horse riders 51 Cry to a 102 D-Max pickup 3 Revised copy for “Marines,” as of sales

12 Bandleader iifesaver maker 4 Cholesterol­ e.g.: Abbr. 88 Jazz
Lawrence 53 Move in 104 Tips, as a hat lowering drug 45 River in Italy saxophonist

16 NBA's Erving, spasms 106 Wd. often 5 Funny Carrey 46 “Kisses and Dave
familiarly 56 “American ending in “-ly” 6 Artist Yoko hugs” symbol 90 injure

19 Totally alter Pie” actor — 107 Rho-tau link 7 “Be quiet!” 47 Glide in a rink greatly
20 Visibly sulky William Scott 109 Western 8 Univ. about 48 Glaring 92 People
21 Pack of yaks 56 Visibly awed treaty inits. 50 miles 50 That’s the — crushing
22 Coastal inlet 60 Tailless cat Ill U.S. spy gp. west of goes” things
23 Monumental 61 Pop’s Grande 112 Former Pan Topeka 52 Med. insurer 93 Stick on
24 Of very hilly 63 The Beaties’ Am rival 9 Coating 53 NFL’s 96 Biblical song

regions “Eleanor—" 115 Decide you with glossy Jaguars, on 98 Points of
25 Liveliness 65 Gibson liquor will varnish scoreboards convergence
27 Betray by 661847 Herman 117 See 10 Yang partner 54 The “E” of 101 Prizes highly

snitching Melville novel 33-Across 11 Office scribe 39-Across 103 Animals:
29 Possible 67 Big name in 121 Part of a 12 interlaced 55 Well-off Suffix

answer to utility knives ship's hull 13 Is 57 Muslim face 105 Kismet
“Who is?” 68 Atty.’s title 123 Cartoon hits 14 Third bk, of veil 108 Wolf down

30 Scottish 6918-wheeler 125 Cool, man the Bible 59 Arouse 110 Suppress
refusals 71 Div. of a 126 Some Native 15 Roguish 62 Linguist 112 Pre-liftoff

32 Lupe of hoops game Americans behavtor Chomsky expression
“Mexican 73 See 127 Getting a 16 Group of 64 Mark over a 113 Hot dog
Spitfire" 33-Across laugh of out precision short vowel 114 Judicial

33 With 73-and 
117-Across, 
notable fact 
about this 
puzzle’s 
solution

37 Antigen- 
attacking 
lymphocyte

39 Abbr. ending 
a math proof

40 Suffix With 
form

41 Deer relative
42 Surgical tool
44 Put a levy on
47 Smidge

80 Mine, in Italy
81 ROY G.—
82 Aibuquerque- 

to-Denver dir.
83 Chefs hat

129 Cool guy on 
“Happy Days”

133 Years, in Italy
134 Traffic snarl
135 Lawn digger

85 Travel by foot 136 Popular place
Cable inits. 
for old films

91 Reverend 
Jackson

93 Tweak
94 Ending for 

buck
95 “El —* 

(nickname of 
a drug lord)

97 Drink heartily

for a piercing
137 Give a test to
138 Log splitter 
139“—Out of My

League”
140 Basic nature
141 “Thafs clear"

DOWN
1 Trig, for calc,

e-9-

marchers
17 Ceremony
18 “Run This 

Town* rapper
26 Toon frame
28 Laugh 

syllable from 
a Stooge

31 Plant — 
(claim some 
territory, 
maybe)

34 Writer Mario 
Vargas —

35 Mitigate
36 “King Kong” 

studio

68 Pliocene, e.g.
70 Big name in 

infomercial 
knives

72 Eligible for 
Soc. Sec.

74 Class for an 
Eng. major

75 Little jewel
76 Sam of golf
77 Judo hails
78 Blue hue
79 Walrus tooth
84 Aliens, briefly
85 Tofs glassful
86 Yank who 

wore #13

inquest
116 Book divs.
118 Lauder1 of 

cosmetics
119 Cereal 

utensil
120 Basra 

citizen
121 Mexico’s — 

California
122 Huge-screen 

film format
124 In-favor votes
128 “Stupid me!”
130 Partakes of
131 “Grimm* airer
132 Wye follower

1 2 3 4

19 11
23 i
27

33

39

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
6 1 8 7 2

5
9 4 5
2 1

4 3 6
7 5

1 7 9
8

4 6 2 5 3
Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 1/06

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

bwt y?
Can you And all the words hidden In the jyld? Read backwards or forwards, 14} or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be In a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.
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Y
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S
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Y
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N W 
T U 
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Y 
I
E
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E 
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E

F
C
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A 
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F
Y 
R 
L 
S
Y 
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I

G
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S
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Y H
O
U
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G
O
Y

K E 
S H
Y L 
G B
Y L

S
A
Y
Y 
R 
W 
S 
G 
N 
A
Y

YACHT
YAHOO
YAK
YAM
YANG
YANKEE
YANTRA
.YAPOK
YAPPED
YARD
YARN
YARROW
YASHMAK
YAWN
YAWS
YEARBOOK
YEARN
YEAST
YELLOW
YELP
YEN
YEOMAN
YES
YET
YEW
YIDDISH
YIELD
YIKES
YIN
YOBBO
YODEL
YOGA
YOKEL
YOLK
YORKER
YOUNG
YOURS
YOUTH
YO-YO
YTTRIUM
YUCCA
YUCK
YUKATA
YUMMY
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How to Download 
Hometown life APR

Click on the ITunes App Store and type hometown life in the search field

Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL. The browser iyvii bring you to vour i^un,esaccau(nt page. 
Sign in

For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.-

For iPad:
https ://itunes .apple.

m

=8

Instructions for
hometownlife

and Tablets 
How to Download

Store
Click the Play Store icon ort your screen 
Click the APPS ico,n.,>Cljck search icon. :

Type ObsenmBHR&ccentric ' j

list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on-the O&E page. *

The browser wiljibring you Jo your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign i^B 
to your GOOGLE account-and'h 
fojlpw prompts to complete the 
download process. , 5;

https://play.google.com/store/apps/d^taiis?id=com.gannett.lo^ljMi^ry.news.hometownlif^
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