
PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS LOCKDOWN

Canton police still seek weapon, student
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton Township police continue to 
investigate whether there really was a 
weapon last week on the campus shared 
by three Plymouth-Canton high

schools, causing a four-hour lockdown.
Police Chief Chad Baugh said a stu

dent spotted another student outside in 
between Canton and Plymouth high 
schools, the afternoon of Dec. 9, appar
ently with a handgun tucked in the 
waistband.

Police have since talked to students, 
teachers and other school community 
members, but they have not been able to 
identify an actual student who had the 
actual weapon.

“We have not talked to the student 
that was carrying a weapon,” Baugh said

Monday. “At this point, we’re still trying 
to determine if there was a weapon ac
tually on the school campus.”

Police vetted various tips regarding 
students who may have been armed and

See LOCKDOWN, Page 2A

Snoopy's ice hockey pond, a work in progress, is new this year to Dave Matejka’s holiday light display at his Livonia home.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Livonia home stages massive 
light display every Christmas
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Dave Matejka’s Christmas lights dis
play started small about 20 years ago, 
and he adds two or three pieces to it ev
ery year.

Or four. Or five.
Well, who’s counting anyway?

Every part of his yard at 19520 Hill- 
crest St. in northwest Livonia is covered 
in Christmas decor. There’s a sparking 
Christmas tree farm, a nativity scene, 
an ice skating pond, Santa playing bas
ketball and so much more. Dave and his 
wife Patrice Matejka love their light dis
play and the joy it brings other people.

“We’re always amazed at how many

people come by in the summertime 
while we’re out mowing the grass and 
stuff and say ‘We can’t wait for your 
display,”’ Dave said. “It makes us feel 
good.”

The display takes five full days to 
set up.

See DISPLAY, Page 6A

Judge rules 
to uphold 
all charges 
against Rep. 
Jewell Jones
Kayla Daugherty Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Rep. Jewell Jones, D-Inskter, will 
stand trial on multiple felony and mis
demeanor charges after a judge ruled 
police had the authority to arrest the 
representative earlier this year.

Troopers were called to the side of 
westbound Interstate 96 near Fowler- 
ville Road on April 6 for a vehicle that 
had been driving recklessly, according 
to police reports. There police encoun
tered Jones and a woman.

See JONES, Page 5A

Northville 
grad preps for 
Miss America
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Thursday’s 100th Miss America 
Pageant will include some local flavor.

Northville native Vivian Zhong, 24, 
will represent Michigan in the iconic 
competition set for the Mohegan Sun 
Resort in Uncasville, Connecticut.

After years of being aired on one of 
the big-three networks, Thursday’s 
competition will be streamed live only 
on NBC’s Peacock Network beginning 
at 8 p.m.

See MISS AMERICA, Page 3A
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HOW EVENTS UNFOLDED DEC. 9

A long line of cars along Joy Road north of Salem High awaits students Dec. 9 after the schools were locked down, john heider/hometownlife.com

Plymouth-Canton high school students 
head home hours after threat, lockdown
Ed Wright and Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools high school 
students were sent Dec. 9 more than three hours after 
the school went on lockdown after a report a student 
was seen with a weapon.

Canton Director of Police Services Chad Baugh said 
the lockdown occurred shortly before 2 p.m. after a 
student reported seeing another student with a weap
on and contacted police. Officials were still trying to 
find the student and the weapon when students were 
released.

“Everyone is safe. There have been no injuries ” he 
said at about 5 p.m., about 30 minutes before students 
were released. “It’s very complex. There are three dif
ferent high schools up there and over 6,000 children 
going to school. We feel that the scene is safe.”

The school district stated on its website at 5:28 
p.m.: “As an update to our lockdown situation at P- 
CEP, we have the situation under control. We are pre
paring a supervised release of students coordinated 
with law enforcement support that is on-site.”

The school district canceled classes for Friday and 
held classes virtually for older students this week 
leading up to winter break.

Text messages from Plymouth, Canton and Salem 
students to their parents were reporting early in the 
lockdown that their classroom doors were locked and, 
in some cases, barricades were erected.

Canton High School senior Jonah Radwanski had 
just arrived at his final-hour football tech classroom in 
the campus’s Phase III athletic complex when the lock- 
down was announced over the schools’ public address 
system.

“The teacher got us all into the weight room and 
locked the door,” Radwanski explained. “They didn’t

barricade the door because there was actually a secu
rity guard just outside our room.

“Tension in our school was pretty high last week af
ter what happened in Oxford but it kind of eased as the 
days went on — until today when it went right back up 
again.”

Radwanski said twice during the multi-hour lock- 
down heavily-armed law enforcement officers entered 
the weight room.

“The first time they came in they showed a photo of 
a student to our teacher,” he said. “The second time the 
officers said a student’s name to the teacher. We knew 
it was serious, though, because the officers had AK- 
somethings strapped to their shoulder.”

Just before he and his classmates were released, 
Radwanski noticed a backdoor that led from the 
weight room to an outdoor area behind the school open 
slowly.

“I was looking at my phone and didn’t think we were 
getting released for another hour,” he said. “The back
door opened slowly and the first thing I saw was a big 
gun and someone dressed in all black. Thankfully, it 
was a law enforcement officer telling us we could 
leave.”

Plymouth High School senior Nathan Curtis and his 
football teammates were working out in the school’s 
gymnasium when the lockdown announcement thun
dered over the intercom.

“A couple of us ran to all of the (gymnasium) doors 
to lock them, but we figured it still wasn’t a very secure 
place to be because there’s a balcony that circles the 
gym,” Curtis said. “That’s when we all went into the 
locker room and locked the door.

“Only a couple people had cellphones because we 
were working out and didn’t have them on us, so we 
didn’t know what was going on most of the time. It was 
scary at first after what happened last week in Oxford, 
but we all came together and agreed that if someone

busted through the (locked) locker room door, we’d all 
rush him. We figured it’d be better if five of us went 
down than everyone in the room.”

Curtis said tension has been high in the wake of the 
Oxford tragedy in part because of the way the Ply
mouth-Canton high school campus is set up.

“The way I look at it, we have three schools here and 
three times as many students, so something like this is 
three times more likely to happen than anywhere else,” 
Curtis said. “If s especially nerve-wracking on the out
door walking paths leading from Plymouth (High 
School) to Canton (High School) because there’d be 
nowhere to hide if someone decided to do something 
crazy.”

Eric McGuigan received a text from his daughter 
who was in a classroom on the third floor of Salem 
High School a few minutes after 2 p.m., he said.

“She told me they were in a lockdown and that it 
was not a drill,” McGuigan said. “She was in a room 
with no windows, so she had no idea what was going 
on.”

The Canton, Plymouth and Plymouth Township po
lice departments all responded and are on-scene at 
the sprawling campus. The parking lot and surround
ing roads were closed by police. Parents were asked to 
stay away to keep the area clear for police.

Parents standing near the south entrance to the 
campus’s varsity football stadium around 4 p.m. re
mained tense as they waited for students to get dis
missed or receive all-clear robocalls from the school 
district.

The police department has a police officer, called a 
school resource officer, assigned to each of the high 
schools, Baugh said

Plymouth-Canton elementary schools in the vicin
ity of the high school campus ushered all students who 
were outdoors for recess inside their respective build
ings.
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Parents and friends of Plymouth-Canton Educational Park students wait near Salem High on Dec. 9 for word 
on students at the high schools during lockdown due to a reported weapon being brought to Canton High.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Lockdown
Continued from Page 1A

caused the student to tip off security.
“At this point, we feel comfortable that none of the 

students that have potentially been identified were 
the person with a handgun,” Baugh said. “We haven’t 
identified anyone specifically carrying a handgun on 
the campus.”

Baugh doubts a hoax is to blame. He appreciated 
the tipster, whom he termed honest, forthright and 
helpful.

The problem may be Canton’s proximity to Oxford, 
where about an hour away a high school student is 
accused of killing four students and injuring seven 
others, including a teacher, on Nov. 30.

“I think everyone is on heightened awareness and 
there’s general anxiety throughout, not only our 
campuses here in Canton, but throughout southeast

Michigan,” Baugh said.
More than 20 law enforcement agencies responded 

to Plymouth-Canton Community Schools’ active 
shooter threat. About 6,000 students at Canton, Ply
mouth and Salem high schools went into lockdown 
mode at approximately 1:40 p.m., or less than an hour 
before dismissal.

Baugh emphasized that his agency has spent years 
training for a potential school shooting incident, and 
the work showed in its response. He highlighted stag
ing locations and locations to pull resources to address 
challenges. He has continued to stress that a slow, me
thodical approach was key.

“We’re very fortunate to have a plan in place for a 
circumstance like this and the plan worked,” he said. 
“There was no delay. It was just immediate. Our people 
were ready for it and they responded very well.”

Because of the lockdown scare, Plymouth-Canton’s 
high school students are not returning to in-person 
learning until Jan. 3.

They shifted to a virtual-learning model this week.



Selling your home to your child can be a win-win
Money Matters
Rick Bloom 
Guest Columnist

Dear Rick:
My husband and I decided that it is 

best for us to move into a senior inde
pendent facility. For the last few 
months, we have looked into a number 
of options and the one that we prefer re
quires a substantial upfront buy-in. The 
monthly payments are not a problem 
because my husband’s pension and our 
Social Security will more than cover our 
costs. The only issue is the large upfront 
buy-in; however, we figure that we can 
use the proceeds from the sale of our 
home.

Our plan was to spend the next cou
ple months getting our house ready for 
sale and then to sell it in the spring. 
When we told our three children our 
plans, one of my sons unexpectedly said

he would like to purchase the house. We 
don’t have a problem with that and nei
ther do our other two children.

Do you see any potential problems, 
and how should we proceed? We want 
to make sure that everything is on the 
up and up and that we are fair to our son; 
but at the same time, fair to us.

Karen
Dear Karen:
If done correctly, the sale of the home 

to a family member can be a win-win for 
both parties. From your standpoint as 
the seller, you don’t have to worry about 
getting the home ready for sale and all 
the hassles that go with the sale proc
ess. At the same time, your son from the 
buyer standpoint is buying a home that 
he knows and is familiar with. In addi
tion, both parties can potentially save 
money since you don’t have to pay real 
estate commissions on the sale of the 
home.

This can save upwards of six percent 
of the sales price, which both parties 
can benefit from. That being said, there

are some minefields that can cause 
problems that you want to avoid.

The first deals with the price of the 
home. I believe it is best to hire an ap
praiser to determine the fair market val
ue of the home. It is important from the 
beginning of the process that both sides 
of the transaction agree on the fair price 
of the home.

After you agree on the price, I think 
your son should have the home inspect
ed by an inspector. If you were selling 
the home to a third party, that party 
would get the home inspected, and I 
think your son should as well. This way, 
everyone will know the true condition of 
the property and if any repairs are need
ed. Having the house inspected keeps 
everyone on the same page as to the 
condition of the home.

In addition, I believe your son should 
sit down with the mortgage company to 
make sure that he has the wherewithal 
to qualify for the mortgage. After all, in 
this transaction you cannot do any sell
er financing because you will need the

proceeds for your buy-in.
Once you’ve completed the afore

mentioned steps, I recommend that you 
hire a qualified real estate attorney to 
draft a purchase agreement. The pur
chase agreement will not only include 
the purchase price, but also identify 
who is responsible for fees and costs 
that will be incurred, such as title work 
and filing fees. In addition, the purchase 
agreement will specify what’s included 
in the sale, such as appliances and fur
niture.

The purchase agreement will ensure 
everyone is on the same page when it 
comes to the transaction.

Selling a home to a family member 
can be beneficial to both parties if every
one is on the same page. Having a game 
plan is important and avoids any hard 
feelings down the road, which can then 
be a win-win for both parties.

Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad

visor. His website is bloomadvisors.com. 
Email him at rick@bloomadvisors.com.

Miss America
Continued from Page 1A
A classical pianist, Zhong is attempt

ing to become the first Miss Michigan to 
be crowned Miss America since Kirsten 
Haglund in 2008. Twenty years earlier, 
Michigan’s Kaye Lani Rafko won the 
honor.

“The second I won, it was surreal be
cause I knew it was the final time I’d be 
competing,” Zhong said in a July 2021 
interview with Hometown Life. “When 
the reigning Miss Michigan told me I’d 
be competing in the 100th Miss America 
Pageant, it was almost too much to take 
in.”

Zhong, one of two Asian-Americans 
entered in this week’s competition, is 
seeking to join Angela Perez Baraquio 
Grey as the only Asian-Americans to 
take the title. Grey won in 2001.

If Zhong is triumphant, she won’t 
have long to celebrate. The 2015 gradu
ate of Northville High School is slotted 
to take a test Friday as she pursues a

Northville 
native and 
Miss
Michigan 
2021 
Vivian 
Zhong will 
compete in 
the Miss 
America 
pageant.
JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWN
LIFE.COM

doctorate degree in her quest to become 
a pediatric oncologist.

Zhong was crowned Miss Michigan 
in June.

The 51 Miss America contestants are 
judged on interviews and a talent com
petition. The swimsuit portion of the 
competition was eliminated in 2018.

According to the event’s Wikipedia 
site, Miss America travels about 20,000

miles a month, changing her location 
every 24 to 48 hours, touring the na
tion and promoting her particular plat
form of interest. Zhong’s platform is 
increasing awareness and fundraising 
for pediatric cancer.

Zhong lost a close friend to the dis
ease when she was in middle school.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife. com.

State troopers 
investigate fatal 
crash near 1-96 and 
Telegraph Road
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A 26-year-old Detroit woman died 
in a late night rollover crash near In
terstate 96 and Telegraph Road, ac
cording to Michigan State Police 
troopers.

In the agency’s Tweets, they said 
the crash happened at 11 p.m. Dec. 8 
near the border between Detroit and 
Redford Township.

The driver apparently lost control of 
her vehicle, which overturned and 
ejected her. She was pronounced dead 
at the scene, and the freeway was tem
porarily closed for an investigation.

She was not wearing a seat belt. A 
medical examiner’s report is pending.

svela@hometownlife.com
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‘We need to quit talking and start doing’

The South Lyon Area Historical Society is looking to remove and re-install at McHattie Park the barn along Pontiac Trail 
just south of Eight Mile. The barn, which features post-and-beam style construction, was likely built a bit after 1890.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Bob Polasky, of the South Lyon Area Historical Society, inspects the barn.

Saving century-old 
barn in South Lyon 
a huge endeavor 
for historical group
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

At a time of year when miniature 
Christmas villages are popping up in 
homes, some South Lyon residents are 
dreaming of adding a life-size piece to 
its year-round historical village in the 
city.

The South Lyon Historical Society 
believes a century-old barn would be a 
perfect addition to the Historical Village 
at McHattie Park, which currently fea
tures a train depot, chapel and one- 
room schoolhouse of similar age.

However, making the dream come 
true will require assistance from the 
community with an estimated cost of 
$200,000 to get the bam moved from its 
current Salem Township location.

“We want to get the community in
volved in this project. We’ve not had 
anything like this before,” Linda Ross, 
South Lyon Historical Society presi
dent, said. “The depot and school and 
chapel were all moved at once. This is 
the first time we’ve had something this 
big that we have to take it down and 
move it.”

Obtaining a vintage barn has been a 
goal of the historical society for the past 
two decades as they seek to preserve a 
piece of the area’s history as a farming 
community.

They found what they believe is the 
perfect representation, a post and beam 
bam built in the late 1800s off Pontiac 
Trail, about a third of a mile south of 8 
Mile Road.

The bam, owned by the Roper family, 
has been well-maintained and is the 
right size— about 30 feet long, by 20 feet 
wide and 22 feet high to the roof’s peak.

Bob Polasky, who is on the bam com
mittee for the historical society, said he 
believes the structure is technically a 
horse stable with six equine stalls and 
room for a horse-drawn buggy. It is an 
appropriate size for placement in the 
historical village.

To get it there will be costly, however. 
The bam will have to disassembled — 
saving as much of the original wood as 
possible — to be reconstmcted at the 
historical village site.

Polasky found contractors Herb and 
Christopher Hinz in the Michigan Barn 
Preservation Network who would com
plete the work, keeping the walls and 
roof intact, and moving the wood on a 
large trailer to the village without haz
ards to utility lines, which can prove to 
be a real hindrance to moving historical 
buildings.

“When we reconstruct at the village, 
it will be as true to original as it possibly 
can be, but with a lot of new lumber in 
it,” Polasky said.
A temporary sawmill would be estab

lished at the historical village site for at 
least three to four months where resi
dents can watch the bam built from 
scratch, but again with post and beam 
construction. A cupola would be added

to the roof and the interior would get a 
new staircase to the loft.

The project could take up to eight

months total and when finished would 
function as an unheated museum, dis
playing a variety of farming-related ar

tifacts and machinery the historical so
ciety has collected over the years, in
cluding items salvaged from the grain 
mill before it was tom down.

“We want to share that this used to be 
a farm and horse community before all 
these subs came in, and just share that 
history with the kids,” Ross said. “Un
less they go to Maybury or Kensington, 
they don’t know what a farm is or how a 
farm works.”

As a side plan, Polasky said a bam 
quilt may also be added to the exterior, 
making the historical village an attrac
tive destination for certain groups.

Polasky and Ross hope to win the ap
proval of the city council and will bring a 
presentation to them early in the new 
year, to be followed by a number of 
fundraising events. There is a sense of 
urgency attached, because the Roper 
family is looking to sell the property on 
which the bam sits.

If the project receives the green light, 
the goal is to move the bam late next 
year or early 2023, in time for the city’s 
150th anniversary celebration, Ross 
said.

“We’ve been at a stand still for a long 
time,” she said. “The bam project has 
been discussed for 20 years and we 
spotted this bam. It has lit a fire. We 
need to quit talking and start doing.”

For more information, call the his
torical society at 248-437-9929 or email 
Polasky at bobthebrakeman(g)com- 
cast.net.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometoumlife.com or 517- 
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.

Wayne County, Oakland County COVID-19 tracker
Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

Michigan reported far fewer corona- 
vims cases in die week ending Sunday, 
adding 50,253 new cases. That’s down 
28.3% from the previous week’s tally of 
70,095 new cases of the vims that 
causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked fifth among the 
states where coronavims was spreading 
the fastest on a per-person basis, a USA 
TODAY Network analysis of Johns Hop
kins University data shows. In the latest 
week coronavims cases in the United 
States decreased 3.8% from the week 
before, with 821,545 cases reported. 
With 3% of the country’s population, 
Michigan had 6.12% of the country’s 
cases in the last week. Across the coun
try, 18 states had more cases in the latest 
week than they did in the week before.

The previous week used for compari
sons in this report was likely skewed by 
cases and deaths artificially delayed 
from the week that included Thanksgiv
ing. If the previous week was artificially 
high, cases and deaths either decreased 
less, or increased more, than these 
numbers reflect.

Wayne County reported 8,243 cases 
and 133 deaths in the latest week. A 
week earlier, it had reported 10,512 cases

and 159 deaths. Throughout the pan
demic it has reported 242,555 cases and 
6,108 deaths.

Oakland County reported 5,929 
cases and 63 deaths in the latest week. 
A week earlier, it had reported 8,335 
cases and 73 deaths. Throughout the 
pandemic it has reported 179,078 cases 
and 2,920 deaths.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 80 
counties, with the best declines in Oak
land County, with 5,929 cases from 
8,335 a week earlier; in Wayne County, 
with 8,243 cases from 10,512; and in 
Kent County, with 2,966 cases from 
4,735.

Michigan ranked 35th among states 
in share of people receiving at least one 
shot, with 62.3% of its residents at least 
partially vaccinated. The national rate is 
72%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC data 
shows. The Pfizer and Modema vac
cines require two doses administered a 
few weeks apart.

In the week ending Sunday, Michigan 
reported administering another 
1,082,673 vaccine doses, including 
223,073 first doses. In the previous 
week, the state administered zero vac
cine doses, including zero first doses. In 
all, Michigan reported it has adminis
tered 13,344,337 total doses.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly

outbreaks on a per-person basis were in 
Mason County with 762 cases per 
100,000 per week; Luce County with 
755; and St. Clair County with 721 The 
Centers for Disease Control says high 
levels of community transmission begin 
at 100 cases per 100,000 per week.

Adding the most new cases overall 
were Wayne County, with 8,243 cases; 
Oakland County, with 5,929 cases; and 
Macomb County, with 5,163. Weekly 
case counts rose in three counties from 
the previous week. The worst increases 
from the prior week’s pace were in Che
boygan, Lake and Ontonagon counties.

In Michigan, 806 people were report
ed dead of COVID-19 in the week ending 
Sunday. In the week before that, 864 
people were reported dead.
A total of 1,567,578 people in Michi

gan have tested positive for the corona- 
vims since the pandemic began, and 
26,914 people have died from the dis
ease, Johns Hopkins University data 
shows. In the United States 49,921,405 
people have tested positive and 797,346 
people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins Univer
sity coronavims data, cases and deaths 
for the Michigan Department of Correc
tions and the Federal Correctional Insti
tution separately from Michigan coun
ties.

y i' - i

Michigan's COVID-19 hospital 
admissions staying flat

USA TODAY analyzed federal hospi
tal data as of Sunday, Dec. 12.

Likely COVID patients admitted in 
the state:

• Last week: 4,084
• The week before that: 4,061
• Four weeks ago: 3,059
Likely COVID patients admitted in 

the nation:
• Last week: 93,748
• The week before that: 86,490
• Four weeks ago: 71,084
Hospitals in 38 states reported more

COVID-19 patients than a week earlier, 
while hospitals in 37 states had more 
COVID-19 patients in intensive-care 
beds. Hospitals in 39 states admitted 
more COVID-19 patients in the latest 
week than a week prior, the USA TODAY 
analysis of U.S. Health and Human Ser
vices data shows.

The USA TODAY Network is publish
ing localized versions of this story on its 
news sites across the country, generated 
with data from Johns Hopkins Univer
sity and the Centers for Disease Control. 
If you have questions about the data or 
the story, contact Mike Stucka at 
mstucka@gannett. com.
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Novi buys land for $249K 
for preservation effort, 
Beck Road improvement
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The city of Novi is purchasing nearly 
8 acres of vacant property with two 
seemingly disparate goals: preserving 
woodlands and improving Beck Road.

City Manager Pete Auger said the 
goals do not conflict.

“We are killing two birds with one 
stone,” Auger said. “We will continue to 
purchase property that maintains wet
lands and woodlands, and if we need 
the right of way for the Beck Road pro
ject we can probably use this property 
for that.”

In a memo to the city council regard
ing the purchase of the two parcels on 
Edinborough Lane, both of which abut 
Beck Road south of 10 Mile Road, the 
city manager noted the council had 
“previously developed a goal to identify 
and purchase high quality woodlands 
using tree fund dollars.”

However, the $249,000 purchase of 
the land unanimously approved by the 
council will not use the tree fund, but 
will come from the general fund, Auger 
said.

The memo did not reference the Beck 
Road project, but during the council’s 
Dec. 6 meeting Auger said obtaining the 
Edinborough Lane parcels fit in with 
that infrastructure program and after 
the road project was done, the land 
would be protected in perpetuity for 
trees.

He was unsure how much acreage 
would be needed.

Auger is expecting a public input 
meeting to take place in January re
garding Beck Road, which has capac
ity issues and for which improve
ments have been discussed for more 
than a decade. The city has made all 
adjustments it can to ease traffic is
sues, including improvements to in
tersections and turn lanes, he said. 
Federal money has been applied for 
and Auger said the first stage of im
provement will be between Grand 
River and 11 Mile Road, the only sec
tion in the city currently considered 
for extension up to five lanes.

The remainder of the road is not fi
nalized for design, but he anticipates 
a small boulevard approach with a 
grass median on Beck between U Mile 
and 8 Mile in order to keep the ambi
ance residents want.
He is unsure how that approach 

will affect the Edinborough proper
ties the city will acquire, nor how 
many trees, if any, might be removed.

The city has about 70% of what is 
needed for right of way on the Beck 
Road project, Auger added. If federal 
dollars are released, construction be
tween Grand River and 11 Mile Road 
could begin as soon as next year.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley 
at sbromley@hometownlife.com or 
517-281-2412. Follow her on Twitter 
@SusanBromleylO.

The City of Novi purchased land along Beck Road north of Nine Mile to 
preserve woodlands and make room for a Beck Road widening project.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

State grants tax credits 
for new Livonia warehouse
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

More tax breaks are coming for the 
project to revitalize the former General 
Motors property on the west side of Li
vonia.

The Michigan Strategic Fund recent
ly approved a tax credit of more than 
$3.68 million for the development of a 
warehouse structure on the site of the 
former GM spring and bumper plant off 
Eckles Road. That approval will allow 
for brownfield redevelopment at the 
site. The new, roughly 365,000-square- 
foot facility does not yet have a tenant, 
but is expected to be a workplace with 
roughly 185 jobs once constructed and 
occupied. The investment in the facility 
is expected to total about $32 million.

It was one of several projects ap
proved for tax credits by the MSF re
cently.

“Today’s approvals will help us con
tinue to invest in Michigan’s economy 
by boosting our inventory of site ready 
facilities, supporting placemaking ef
forts in communities statewide, and in
vesting in initiatives that will ensure 
long-term economic opportunity for

businesses in the state,” Gov. Gretch- 
en Whitmer said in a statement- 
“Through these investments, we can 
position Michigan to usher in a new 
era of prosperity and stay laser-fo
cused on growing our economy, cre
ating good-paying jobs, and lowering 
costs.”

The development at the former 
GM plant is the third entity to occupy 
the site. Amazon opened a brand- 
new fulfillment center on the site in 
2017, and Republic National Distri
buting Company opened a distribu
tion center for alcoholic spirits as 
well on the site.

The recent tax credit is not the first 
the project received: the City of Livo
nia granted the project its own 
brownfield tax credit late last year.

The new facility had its ground
breaking earlier this summer. It’s be
ing developed by Canton-based Ash
ley Capital, which has developed oth
er projects across the region. The fa
cility is expected to be complete 
sometime in early 2022.

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728.

Rep. Jewell Jones listens to his attorney during an evidentiary hearing Dec. 10. 
Dashcam video from the April 6 incident is visible on the screen behind him.
KAYLA DAUGHERTY/LIVINGSTON DAILY

Jones
Continued from Page 1A

Jones was charged with four counts 
of resisting and obstructing a police offi
cer stemming from the April 6 incident. 
He is also charged with four misde
meanors: operating a motor vehicle 
with a high blood alcohol content, oper
ating a motor vehicle while intoxicated, 
possession of a weapon while under the 
influence of alcohol and reckless driv
ing.

Jones’ attorney Byron Nolen argued 
Friday those charges should be dropped 
because the arrest was unlawful, thus 
making the charges “fruit of the poison
ous tree.”

Nolen asked Michigan State Police 
trooper James Gilmer what crime Jones 
had committed when Gilmer placed a 
handcuff on the representative’s right 
wrist.

Jones was “obstructing my investiga
tion; he tried to leave several times and I 
have a right to arrest him,” Gilmer said.

Gilmer testified he asked Jones for 
his driver’s license and identification 
seven times before arresting him.

“Just because they ask you a ques
tion, it does not mean you have to coop
erate,” Nolen said. “My client got arrest
ed for not answering his questions.”

Livingston County Circuit Court 
Judge Michael Hatty disagreed.

“Based on the totality of the circum
stances, the detention of the defendant 
is permissible,” he said. “It is a lawful ar
rest.”

Blood test results, 
firearm charge stand

Jones did not allow officers to draw 
his blood upon arrival at the Livingston 
County Jail. Troopers obtained a search 
warrant for his blood and drew it at 
9 p.m., three hours after the traffic stop. 
Jones’ blood alcohol level was at least 
0.17, according to the complaint.

There was “false and misleading in
formation,” in the affidavit submitted to 
obtain the search warrant for Jones’ 
blood, Nolen said. Therefore Jones’ 
blood alcohol test results should be sup
pressed, he said.

Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Rol- 
land Sizemore argued there was nothing 
false or misleading in the affidavit, that 
Gilmer used information gathered by 
his partner Kenneth Harden.

The female passenger in the SUV told 
Harden the pair left Bar 7 in Southfield 
and headed to Detroit when they got 
turned around and ended up in Living
ston County, Harden testified.

That information is what Gilmer ref
erenced in the affidavit and is accurate, 
Sizemore said.

Hatty ruled the search warrant re
sulting in Jones’ blood alcohol results 
was lawful.

Lastly, Hatty dismissed a motion by 
Nolen to dismiss the weapons charge al
leging Jones was more than 50 feet from 
the vehicle when arrested.

Hatty said the pistol was in plain 
view and the charge will remain.

Subpoena for state 
trooper personnel files

Nolen asked Hatty to allow subpoe
nas for the personnel files for Harden 
and Gilmer.

“I want to see if there are any other 
complaints for people complaining of 
unlawful arrests with the troopers in
volved in this arrest,” he said.

Nolen asked for Hatty to take a look at 
the files to see if there was anything per
tinent to the case.

The Livingston County Prosecutor’s 
Office filed a motion earlier this month 
asking those subpoenas be terminated.

Hatty granted the prosecution’s mo
tion to quash the subpoenas but told 
Nolen he could refile the subpoenas 
with additional evidence in the future.

Jones is out on bond. He previously 
had been jailed for 60 days after violat
ing terms of his original bond.

Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Walter Harold Smith
FARMINGTON HILLS 

- Walter Harold Smith 
passed away Friday, Dec 
3,2021, on his 90th birth
day. He was the beloved 
husband of Virginia 
(nee Schury) Smith, 
and beloved father of 
Timothy Smith, Jeffrey 
(Jean) Smith, and Kris
tine (Stephen) Van der 
Ploeg. He is also survived 
by his four grandchildren, Nicholas Smith, Joshua 
(Klara) Van der Ploeg, Madeline (John) Shelman, 
and Jessica Smith; two great-grandchildren, Anna 
Van der Ploeg and Andrew Shelman; and his sister, 
Lois (nee Smith) Schaefer. He was predeceased 
by his parents, Walter and Elsie (nee Weingarth) 
Smith, and his brother, Dale Smith.
Walter s life will be celebrated in a memorial 

service on January 22, 2022, at 11 am at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 30650 Six Mile Road, 
Livonia, MI, 48152. Visitation will begin at 10 
am, and luncheon will be served at the church 
following the service. Please notify Tim Smith 
(313.689.5956, prospectorl581@aol.com) if you 
plan to attend the luncheon.
Memorial gifts can be given in Walter's name 

to Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 30650 Six Mile 
Road, Livonia, MI, 48152, or to Genesis Luther
an Church, 7200 Mack Ave, Detroit, MI, 48214. 
To send a message of sympathy to the family or 
to share a favorite memory, please sign Walter's 
online guest book at www.NeptuneSociety.com.



An ice skating pond is the centerpiece of Dave Matejka’s front yard light display, photos by shelby tankersley/hometownlife.com

Dave and Patrice Matejka stand near a display at their home in Livonia.

Display
Continued from Page 1A

It includes, Dave guesses, some
where around 50,000 light bulbs and 
does a real number on their electricity 
bill.

“We get statements, you know, from 
the company,” Dave said. “Our bill is 
kind of flat, but for the month of Decem
ber that line just shoots up. It always 
says in there that we’re using three 
times the electricity of our neighbors.”

The family seldom gets started with 
setup before Thanksgiving, so friends 
and neighbors have been known to lend 
a helping hand.

“We were lucky this year because 
some friends from Canada came and 
visited around Thanksgiving time, so 
we put them to work,” Dave said. “Our 
neighbors next door have helped us 
many times, too. We’re very lucky that 
people have helped us so many times, 
because some of this stuff is really hard 
to put up.”

Dave grew up cruising neighbor
hoods around in December to look at 
Christmas lights, and it’s still — along 
with spending time with his wife and 
daughter — one of his favorite parts of 
the season. He enjoyed last year’s Light

Up Livonia contest not only because his 
home ended up being one of the win
ners, but because it gave him a chance

to see how others decorate their homes.
“I think the way Livonia did it is really 

nice,” he said. “We went and drove to see

other people’s lights, too.”
This yeaf s Light Up Livonia contest 

— in which residents are encouraged to 
enter their home’s holiday light display 
for a prize and visit from Mayor Mau
reen Miller Brosnan — runs through 
Dec. 14. People wanting a festive eve
ning out to check out the light displays 
in the community can find a map of all 
homes and businesses that entered at 
livonia.gov. The city will choose four 
homes and one business as winners.

The Matejkas entered the contest 
again this year, but mostly just so peo
ple could find their house when taking 
in the city’s light displays.

Dave’s favorite part of this year’s dis
play is a new addition — Snoopy’s ice 
skating pond. Patrice likes the Christ
mas tree farm, which is new this year, 
and a reindeer flight school she bought 
for Dave a few years back.

Some people make a pilgrimage to 
the house every winter, and they prob
ably have their own favorites, too.

“One year, we got a Christmas card in 
the mailbox from someone saying how 
much they enjoyed our lights,” Patrice 
said. “We don’t even know who they are, 
but they come by every year and put a 
Christmas card in the box.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.

ANCC
AMERICAN NURSES CREDENT!ALING CENTER

MAGNET

PUBLIC NOTICE
MAGNET RECOGNITION PROGRAM®- 

SITE VISIT

Beaumont Hospital Farmington Hills has 
applied to the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center (ANCC) for the prestigious designation 
of Magnet. Magnet designation recognizes 
excellence in nursing services.
• Patients, family members, staff, and interested parties 
who would like to provide comments are encouraged 
to do so. Anyone may send comments via e-mail and 
direct mail.

• Your comments must be received by the Magnet 
Program Office by January 2, 2022

NOTE: All comments are CONFIDENTIAL and are
not shared with the health care organization. Comments 
may be anonymous, but they must be sent in writing to 
the Magnet Program Office.

Address: American Nurses Credentialing Center 
(ANCC)
Magnet Recognition Program Office 
8515 Georgia Ave., Suite 400 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3492

E-Mail: magnet@ana.org

“Luxury Condominium 
Living At Its Finest!"

Canton, MI- Enchanting 2 or 3 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 1,450 to 2,000 square feet, 
contemporary design, gourmet kitchens with granite counters, 
scenic landscaping, and spacious great rooms, from the $300,s.

OPEN 12-6 PM
Friday Thru Tuesday

For Information 
734-844-8300

FURNISHED MODELS 
LOCATED AT:
48638 Easibridge 
Canton. Ml 48188

Plymouth, MI- Elegant 3 or 4 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 2,270 to 2,430 square feet, 
gourmet kitchens with granite counters, quality features, 
and fireplaces, centrally located minutes from downtown 
Plymouth and nearby Northville, from the $400,s.

Gateways t
mmmm

Open 12pm - 5pm
Friday, Saturday. Sunday MODELS LOCATED AT:

or by Appointment 424(,s Galavav 0mc
For Information Plymouth. MI 4KI70 t=j
734-354-9000

WoodbridgeCommunities.com
LO-GCI0756908-03

4.. f ' f mmsm



Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd.,Uvonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9.7* SALES VALID 12/15 TO 12/24 
While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change. OrijftMs he - 9 to 6; OtrottM* Day - CLOSED

- 2021 -
AWARD-WINNER

-DETROIT"
Helioil ifuT 41iiss
* WINNER *

Sales Valid Dec 15 -24,2021
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

MON.-SAT.
9 AM-8 PM 

SUN.
9AM-7 PM

Contactless 
Curbside 
Pickup and 

Home Delivery!

Q/^<t
ShopJoesproduce.com 

to Place Your 
Order Today!

QeiiA

YELLOW TAIL 
ALL VARIETALS 

750ML

2/$ jo
LA MARCA 
PROSECCO

$ I 2” EA.
KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY, 

PINOT NOIR, ROSE

$ I 0 ” EA

SEND
NUDES ROSE

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
PORTERHOUSE

* I 3,,/Le.

USDA PREMIUM CHOICE ANGUS 
T-BONE STEAK

$ I 3.4,/eb

BAKKA FROST 
SALMON FILLETS
$ I 8.9,/lb.

WHOLE CRAWFISH

$4.”/l

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ.

Joe’s Meat & Seafood
Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area!
Butcher-cut and hand ground premium meats. Fresh flown-in fish and seafood daily.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF FROM SIRLOIN

$699/LB.
FRESH ALL NATURAL 
PORK TENDERLOIN

$3."/lB.

PREMIUM FRESH ALL NATURAL NOW TAKING HOLIDAY ORDERS CHOICE STANDING RIB ROAST ~$TD?/LB BONELESS SKINLESS CHICKEN BREAST prime STANDING RIB ROAST - $25.99/LB
BEEF TENDERLOIN-$26.99/LB in PORK CROWN ROAST - $4.49/LBLAMB RACKS-$43.99/LB$3.”/1

JL

I fS*
W %

UNCOOKED

SHRIMP

WILD CAUGHT SOCKEYE 
SALMON FILLETS
$ I 8."/lb.

CENSEA EZ PEEL 
SHRIMP 31/40 CT

$6 99
EA.

CENSEA COOKED SHRIMP 31 MO CT

99$8 EA.

SUPREME POLLOCK 
FILLETS

$4.,9/lb.

/if’ (f///'/ fa

Weddings, showers,' 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

Visit us at:
JoesGourmetCatering.com

Call Laura at:
248.477.4333

o| brtai
y job’s

STONE HEARTH BAKED DAILY 248-477-4311
Hours: 9 am - 6 pm, Closed Monday

BAGUETTE

49

CHOCOLATE
CROISSANT

*2.
EA.

$2 49
MULTI-GRAIN BREAD

49
EA. *5 EA.

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit ShopJoesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Dec 15 - 24,2021* While Supplies Last * Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»



Joe's Produ<e Gourmet Market
331S2 W. 7 Mile Rdv Livonia, Mi 48152 • 243.477.4333
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 • sales valid i 2/i s to i 2/24 
While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change. Chrirtmai Eve - 9 to 6; Chrirtmas Day - CLOSED I Dchoil tfuT 41 it'"'

WINNER *

Sales Valid Dec 15 - 24,2021
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ.

Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the yearl

■ USDAI

MICHIGAN HONEYCRISP 
APPLES

$2.9,/lb.
CALIFORNIA NAVEL ORANGES

CRISP AND SWEET 
BLUEBERRIES

ORGANIC MANGOES

* I 4,/Lb. 2/$6

AUNT MID'S 
CARROTS 3 LB BAG

* w

AUNT MID'S 
WHITE MUSHROOMS

ORGANIC D'ANJOU 
PEARS

$ I ”/l..

LOUISIANA 
SWEET POTATOES

ORGANIC 
CARROTS I LB BAG

DEARBORN 
SMOKED TURKEY

m3
mm&Mm

ORGANIC 
NAVEL ORANGES

99^b

OLDTYME
MUENSTER

BUTTERBALL 
THANKSGIVING TURKEY

$5.9,/lb.
m

DEATtaORN
DEARBORN HOMESTYLE 

CHICKEN

DEARBORN
THURINGER

USDA PREMIUM CHOICE 
ANGUS PORTERHOUSE

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
GROUND BEEF 
FROM SIRLOIN

FRESH ALL NATURAL 
PORK TENDERLOIN

KOWALSKI GERMAN SALAMI

$6.9,/lb.

IL FORTETO BOSCHETTO ROTH BUTTERMILK 
W/TRUFFLES BLUE

53MIFROMA
MIFROMA RACLETTE 

SWITZERLAND
* I 69,/lb. $89,/lb. $6.49/lb

$ I 3.99/lb. $6.99/lb.

BAKKA FROST 
SALMON FILLETS CENSEA

EZ PEEL SHRIMP 31/40 CT SUPREME 
POLLOCK FILLETS

$4.”/lb.

BELAIJ.O
DELALLO STUFFED MANZANILLA OLIVES 5.75 OZ JAR KITCHEN READY 

BROTHS

CORTO
CORTO 100% EVOO 

3 L BOTTLE

HERO FRUIT NECTAR 
BEVERAGES

$2 99
EA.

BRAGG APPLE CIDER 
VINEGAR 32 OZJAR
$5 " EA.

SEAFOOD PASTA SALAD SALMON. GRILLED OR TEhlYAKI
HERB-ROASTED PORK LOIN

$9.99/lb. $24.,9/lb. $8.9,/lb.

Wl0
ROASTED RED SKINS MEATLOAF

CARROT CAKE
99

CHOCOLATE RASPBERRY 
ENTREMET

COFFEE FLAVOR 
OF THE WEEK 

MISTLETOE MOCHA
PIC-A-NUT DELUXE NUT 

GIFT TRAY

Simon Coll

SIMON COLL HOT COCOA 
W/CINNAMON

49 EA.

8”$4| 99 6 > $26 99
SAVE $3.00 save $3.00 killer 

brownie

TWO BITE

$7.
BROWNIES

99
CHRISTMAS COOKIES 

TREES, SNOWMEN, STARS
ASSORTED KILLER 

BROWNIES

PKG.
$9 99

PKG. *19 99
PKG.

m '/hi fyejifihfmMtf!
We are looking for all full/ part time and seasonal positions. 
To join our award-winning team, apply in person or go to 
joesproduce.com/careers

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Dec 15 - 24,2021 • While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
LO-GCtOSeOOOMS
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foodi flcm/Jt *

CREATE YOUR HOLIDAY FEAST WITH:
Chef-Made Entrees Butcher-Cut Meats 

Fresh Caught Seafood Hearth-Baked Breads & Pastries 
House-made Desserts Fine Wine & Beer
ShopJoesProduce.com to order online.

33152 W. Seven Mile Rd. 
Livonia, Ml 48152 

Check out Joe's Produce 
specials on back page.
JoesProduce.com

SPORTS
Wayne Memorial struggles but 
shows promise in season opener
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Wayne Memorial played like a bas
ketball team with the deck stacked 
against them.

The Zebras trailed state power Ypsi- 
lanti Arbor Prep by 28 when coach Jar
vis Mitchell called a timeout with 1:35 
left.

“What do I always say?” the eighth- 
year coach asked his players as they sat 
down. “Every possession we can always 
get better. So lets get out there and get 
better.”

Long Beach State commit Davai Mat
thews instantly made a basket down

low. Then Mia Bass came up with a 
steal.
And then Paris Bass poked free an

other ball.
Time expired, and Arbor Prep walked 

off the court with the 67-41 victory in 
Saturday’s Best of Michigan Holiday 
Classic girls basketball showcase game 
at Belleville, but Memorial proved 
Mitchell right in the final 95 seconds.

Entering the matchup, the Zebras 
(0-1) were already at a disadvantage.

Not only were they playing the Ga
tors, who’ve appeared in three state fi
nals since 2016, but it was their first 
game of the season. Most teams have al
ready played three, maybe four games,

but Memorial was making its debut.
Plus, they were breaking in four new 

freshmen (part of five underclassmen 
it’s using in its rotation) and trying to 
move on after graduating three seniors, 
all of whom are playing in college. That 
includes Minnesota’s Alanna Micheaux, 
Eastern Michigan’s LaChelle Austin and 
Lawrence Tech’s Paris Robinson.
What’s more, the baseline was lined 

with college scouts. Sixteen of them to 
be exact. From Michigan, Illinois, Iowa 
and Wisconsin to Detroit Mercy, East
ern Michigan, Oakland University, and 
Western Michigan, among others.

See WAYNE, Page 2B

Wayne Memorial’s Mayla Ham (right) 
battles Ypsilanti Arbor Prep’s Stacy 
Utomi for a rebound Dec. 11 during the 
Best of Michigan Holiday Classic.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Franklin
Ben Szllagy Special to Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia Franklin started out its season 
the way coach John Santi hoped. The Patri
ots are running hard, executing on offense 
and playing really tough defense.

It also helps that Santi has two good 
players in seniors Kalin Bates and Erin 
Young who have seen a lot of minutes as

girls dominate Crestwood
four-year players.

“When your top players are your hardest 
workers, it makes any coach’s job very 
easy,” he said.

At times, he’s catching his players cor
recting themselves before he can offer a 
teachable moment, as well. That type of 
leadership translated into a dominate per
formance Thursday against Dearborn 
Crestwood where the Patriots won, 61-2L

“Overall we did a lot of good things,” 
Santi said. ‘We played very hard defensive
ly. We spend a lot of time on our defensive 
sets in practice. A lot of what we went 
through in practice showed up in the first 
quarter. We shot the ball really well tonight, 
which a lot of times can cover up some of 
your deficiencies.”

Franklin (2-0) came out with sharp in
tensity on defense that led to its offense

playing well.
Young used a swing pass to find senior 

Sam Provenzano for a comer 3-pointer, and 
a steal by Bates led to an easy transition 
basket by fellow senior Emily Burton for a 
quick five point lead. That lead swelled to a 
19-2 lead at the end of the quarter with the 
Chargers (0-3) not making a single field

See FRANKLIN, Page 2B

<<After my car accident, Community Financial 
gave me a lower rate on my auto loan and 
a check for a new car in under 24 hours.
D’ANNAL.
MEMBER SINCE 2010

Members 
Say It Best

Community 
IT Financial
Get the rest of D’Anna’s story 

at CFCU.ORG/SayltBest

Federally insured by NCUA.



Howell ends losing skid to Hartland in OT

| ‘i *v/ TTi
Hartland’s Brady Balagna (left) tangles with Howell’s Nathan Wilton in the 
Highlanders’ 2-1 overtime win Dec. 8. timothy arrick/for Livingston daily

Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HARTLAND — Howell hockey play
ers mobbed Ryan Moran along the glass 
near the Highlanders’ student section 
after his overtime goal beat Hartland, 
2-1, Wednesday night at Hartland 
Sports Center.

But when that celebration began dy
ing down, a second wave started as 
players turned their attention toward 
senior goaltender Ban Badgett.

Without Badgett’s heroics through
out the entire game, the Highlanders 
wouldn’t have had an overtime hero.

“I’ve been telling everybody he’s 
probably the best goalie in the state of 
Michigan,” Howell coach Rocky John
son said. “He’s showing it night in and 
night out. He’s the one that’s kept us in 
these games. Tonight he faced a lot of 
shots, but he was perfect almost.”

As has been the case recently, Bad
gett held his ground while facing a bar
rage of shots. He made 40 saves against 
Hartland, while the Highlanders put 
only 18 shots on net.

Howell, which was shut out in its pre
vious three games, has been outshot 
176-72 over the last four games. Badgett 
has been a rock between the pipes, 
posting a 2.24 goals against average and 
.949 save percentage in those games.

“I’ve got to provide for my team as 
best as I can,” Badgett said. “If that 
means saving 40 shots every night, I’ve 
got to do it.”

Badgett was in net when Howell beat 
Brighton in the regional championship 
game two years ago, 4-2, to end the 
Highlanders’ eight-game losing streak 
against the Bulldogs. On Wednesday, he 
backstopped Howell’s first victory over 
Hartland since a 2-1 decision on Dec. 1,

2015.
The Eagles had won seven in a row 

over Howell and were 14-0-2 against 
Livingston County teams since that 
loss.

“A game like this, a rival, we haven’t 
beaten Hartland in a long time,” John
son said. “To come in here in overtime 
and be successful is so amazing for the 
emotion and psychology of these young 
men.”

Hartland outshot Howell 14-5 in the 
first period, but couldn’t get a puck past 
Badgett. The play began to even out af
ter that, with the teams heading into the 
third period still scoreless.

An unlikely source produced the first 
goal of the game, with junior forward 
Dwight Bekkala knocking in the re
bound of a shot by Michael Mukavetz 
2:05 into the third. It was Bekkala’s first 
point and only the second for Mukavetz.

It was Howell’s first goal in 190 min
utes, 2 seconds of action spanning five 
games.

“We have a third line with Bekkala, 
(Ethan) Lamentola and Mukavetz,” 
Johnson said. “Those guys really helped 
us a lot. They kind of slowed down the 
pace of the game when they were in 
there. Without them in there, we would 
not have been able to rest our top six.

That was really huge for us.”
It took Hartland four minutes to tie 

the game on a wrist shot from the left 
circle by Isaac Frantti with 10:46 left in 
the third period. The goal came shortly 
after Hartland killed a five-on-three 
power play that lasted 1:50.

Howell (3-4-1) had to kill a five-on- 
three power play for a 1:34 span late in 
the third to get the game to overtime.

The winning goal would come on a 
conventional power play just five sec
onds after Hartland’s Jorden Haydu 
went to the box.

With the faceoff to the right of Har
tland goalie Cole Gumiela, the puck 
came overt© Hartland defenseman Jack 
L’Esperance. Moran poked it away, 
whiffed on his first attempted shot, but 
backhanded the loose puck in the 
crease into the net at Lll of overtime.

“On our power play, I play right wing,” 
said Moran, a second-team all-state de
fenseman. “I went to the faceoff and got 
the puck from the defenseman. I shot it, 
then the rebound just came right out 
and I went around the goalie. It was 
pretty fun.

“If s an amazing feeling. It’s my sen
ior year. I’ve played against Hartland 
two years in a row. We lost every game. 
To win in overtime the last time I’ll play 
them, if s crazy. It doesn’t feel real. If s 
awesome.”

The power play was the sixth of the 
game for Howell.

“We were better tonight penalty wise 
than ifs been,” Hartland coach Rick 
Gadwa said. “Our penalty kill has been 
really strong. End of the day, you can’t 
live in the box. You can’t take a penalty 
in overtime. Those just hurt a team. We 
were already struggling enough tonight 
in creating offense, so that was the end 
of it for us.”

Franklin
Continued from Page IB

goal in the process and only hitting two 
free-throws.

The second quarter had more impres
sive shooting on display, in particular a 
buzzer beater as time expired in the half by 
Provenzano who had 14 points, while hit
ting four 3-pointers in the first half.

“Sammy can shoot Now, that doesn’t 
mean... she didn’t shoot the ball very well 
on our opening night against Trenton. She 
didn’t shoot the ball too well in practice this 
week too. Sometimes if s just a confidence 
thing,” Santi said.

“Once you see it go in one time, you feel a 
lot better about yourself and your ability.”

Leading the charge in the third quarter 
was Young herself who opened the quarter 
with seven points and finished the quarter 
with 13 points. She had 20 points, seven re
bounds, two steals and two blocks on the 
night.

“We rely on her for a lot of stuff. We rely 
on her to score, to bring the ball up and get 
us into sets. She just kind of does every
thing,” Santi said of his senior.

Young, however, said that her play was 
more symptomatic of how great the team 
played.

“It was just more of a team game, other 
than a me game, really,” the humble 5- 
foot-10 senior said.

“They had a lot of opportunities that 
they pitched in with. Our team did our job 
perfectly. Growing is more of a team thing. 
You can’t grow with your team. This team 
has gotten better each year. This year we’ve 
gotten tremendously better. We work to-

Franklin’s Emily Burton (left) looks for 
a clear shot against Crestwood.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

gether very well.”
Franklin rode that performance to a 

comfortable 55-14 lead with a quarter to 
play.

Crestwood was led by Lachelle More
land-Jones who had six points, while So- 
hair Holman and Mallak Saleh each had 
four points.

Even though the game was well in con
trol the entire contest, Santi like that he 
only only could help build his depth, but 
that his team stayed focused.

“I still want to see them compete. I want 
to see them do things the right way. It 
doesn’t just have to be fast breaks. It can be 
working on sets, working on things you 
need to work on to improve for later in the 
year,” he said

“Plus, we’re not real deep. So ifs good to 
get some of the other girls some experience 
and time on the floor against a team that 
won’t give up, like Crestwood.”

The Patriots look to stay undefeated 
against rival Livonia Stevenson Dec. 16 on 
the road.

Wayne
Continued from Page IB

Although scouts haven’t been strang
ers to the Zebras’ practices over the 
years (Mitchell estimates 25 have al
ready visited their open gyms in 2021), 
ifs still jarring to see a bunch of scouts 
sitting courtside with notebooks out.

So Memorial learned a lot about itself 
on opening night. And ifs not going to 
get any easier.

But Mitchell wouldn’t have had it any 
other way.

“You’d rather take lumps like that 
than win big when ifs false security on 
what you’re really going to face (in the 
Division 1 playoffs),” Mitchell said. “In 
that tournament, everybody is pretty 
much good. When you play cupcakes in 
the beginning and your kids never have 
any adversity, you’re never going to get 
better.

“We got better tonight. We lost, but 
we got better.”

Matthews (17 points) helped Memo
rial keep it close in the first quarter. The
i t

6-foot-2 power forward made a jumper 
and sank a pair of free throws, and then 
Mia Bass made two foul shots to make it 
a 13-10 score.

However, Arbor Prep made back-to- 
back 3-pointers to close out the period, 
including Taylor Wallace burying one 
from the comer at the buzzer to ensure 
the Gators a 19-10 lead at the break.
And then Mya Petticord, a four-star 

Texas A&M commit who scored a game- 
high 23 points, took over the rest of the 
night.

The senior guard was virtually un
stoppable. Whether it was turnaround 
jumpers, drives to the hoop or pull-up 
shots, the Arbor Prep star had no trouble 
scoring in front of the scouts.

So Memorial didn’t have its best 
showing, especially on defense while 
Matthews sat with four fouls most of the 
second half.

But the team knows it can only go up 
from here.

“In Wayne history, we’re never great 
early, but you can expect to see us in 
March,” Mitchell said of his team’s his
tory of scheduling tough non-confer
ence games. “We’ve been to three final

fours in the last four years. You might 
get me now, but we’ll get better over the 
course of the season, and then we’ll be 
right where we are normally are at.”

This week Memorial plays Renais
sance and Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association rival Belleville in back-to- 
back games (Renaissance actually 
edged Belleville 38-34 on Saturday).

And then two of its following three 
games are on the west side. It faces East 
Grand Rapids on Dec. 18 at Aquinas Col
lege and East Kentwood on Jan. 8 at 
Cornerstone University.

It’s not going to get any easier over 
the next month.

“That’s the only way I play. That’s the 
only way I play,” Mitchell said proudly. 
“Part of the thing about being at Wayne 
is we’ll forever schedule like that. We 
want to play the best, whether you beat 
us or we win. The only way to ensure 
these kids get better is to play (against) 
the best.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (5)folsom- 
brandonj.

Wayne Memorial’s Paris Bass shoots 
against Ypsilanti Arbor Prep on Dec. 11 
during the Best of Michigan Holiday 
Classic showcase at Belleville.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Brighton defense hands Mercy largest loss in 7 years
BUI Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

BRIGHTON — The toughest sales 
pitch for many basketball coaches is 
getting their players to be as committed 
on defense as they are on offense.

At Brighton, it isn’t a difficult sell for 
girls basketball coach Paul Ash.

If s fully understood that playing all- 
out on the defensive end is responsibil
ity No. 1 for anyone in a Brighton uni
form. That point is nonnegotiable.

For some teams, playing defense is a 
necessary evil. For Brighton, it can actu
ally be — dare we say? — fun.

The Bulldogs’ commitment and ener
gy on the defensive end Friday night 
carried them to an impressive 58-32 vic
tory over Farmington Hills Mercy.

Particularly in the first half, as Brigh
ton built a 38-20 lead through two quar
ters, it seemed nearly every basket the 
Bulldogs scored came off a turnover.

“When you get that steal or that turn
over or somebody gets that touch and 
they dish it to you for that open layup, 
if s so fun,” said Brighton senior Sarah 
Ebel, who scored a game-high 19 points. 
“It makes you feel accomplished for all 
the hard work we put in in practice and 
how we get up in each othef s faces.”
A relentless defense helped Brighton 

(2-0) hand Mercy its largest margin of 
defeat since a 65-28 loss to eventual 
state champion Bloomfield Hills Marian 
on Feb. 13, 2015.

In addition to scoring 18 points, 
Brighton junior guard Mary Copple had 
eight steals to lead the defensive charge.

“If s so much fun,” Copple said. “A lot 
of teams dread defense, but we really 
take pride in our defense. When you get 
steals and it turns into offense, ifs re
warding and it makes us want to keep at 
it.”

There’s no telling how far the Bull
dogs can go this season playing the 
brand of defense they did against Mer
cy.

The Marlins are no slouches, having 
won 12 district championships in the 
last 16 years and winning their first three 
games of this season.

“Ifs tough for teams to simulate how 
we play defense in their practices,” Ash 
said. “We think ifs going to be hard for 
them to adjust to what we’re trying to 
do. But we kind of caught them on a

Brighton’s Sarah Ebel drives for two of 
her game-high 19 points while 
defended by Farmington Hills Mercy’s 
Sara Cunningham on Dec. 10.
PHOTOS BY GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

night when they didn’t shoot well. You 
defense always looks better when the 
other team doesn’t shoot particularly 
well. You know Mercy’s going to win a 
lot of games this year. I like where our 
defense is right now.”

The ability to beat a bigger team was 
also a positive sign for the Bulldogs.

Mercy has three players who are at 
least 6 feet tall, while 6-foot Makena 
Smith is Brighton’s only player taller 
than 5-10.

“Our coach prepared us really well for 
this game,” Ebel said. “He came in tell
ing us they’re a very physical team. A lot 
of people see us as more of a finesse 
team. We’re not super big. We’re kind of 
small. So, when we come in and beat a 
huge team that’s very physical and has 
those big posts, ifs accomplishing, be
cause we know we can play that way.”

Mercy led 4-2 in the first two min
utes, but it didn’t take Brighton long to 
seize control of the game. After a 16-2 
run by the Bulldogs made it 20-6 early in 
the second quarter, Brighton was never 
threatened.

Brighton led 38-14 before Mercy 
scored the last six points of the first half. 
Ebel had 11 points and Copple 10 in the 
first half.

Sara Cunningham, a 6-foot senior, 
led Mercy with 14 points. No other Mar
lin had more than four.

Jessica Andrew had 10 points, six re

bounds and three steals for Brighton.
“I think we can be a solid team this 

year,” Ash said. “We’ll find out more. We 
play two solid teams next week. Then 
we play West Bloomfield in the Motor

City Classic, so that will give us a real 
test of where we are. We’re not ready to 
say we’ve accomplished anything yet, 
but we feel good about the work we’ve 
done so far, I’ll say that.”

FORMULATED TO WITHSTAND HARSH MICHIGAN WINTERS!
Professionally installed concrete coating solutions for your home or business.

concrete in Just One Day!

KOHLER, Walk-In Bath

..........

TRUTECH
CONCRETE COATINGS

• Easy to keep clean
• 100% antibacterial & antimicrobial
• Will not chip or peel
• Formulated for Michigan winters
• Slip resistant
• Endless color options
• 15 year warranty

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
734-236-9222

LO-GCI0763737-02

Proudly serving Southeast Michigan 
Only Authorized dealer of Penntek Industrial 

Coatings in Southeast Michigan

Find us on Facebook ^

pp Seasonal Savings With KOHLER i * T

$1,000 OFF-i
Your Walk-In Bath Purchase’

$ $ $ FINANCING AVAILABLE THIS MONTH ONLY

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!
S)(313) 241-9116

tOffer ends December 31.2021. Participating dealers only. Not available In AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. 
$1,000 off average price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and Is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with 
any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. 'Subject to credit approval. Interest Is billed during the promotional period but 
all Interest Is waived If the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required 
during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs Is provided by federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. 
NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program Is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the 
purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. 
GreenSky® Is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS 
#1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.
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Hartland’s Hough is cross country national champ

Hartland senior Riley Hough celebrates his victory in the Eastbay Cross Country Championships on Dec. 11 in San Diego.
PHOTORUN.NET FOR EASTBAY

Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Riley Hough didn’t need to become a 
national champion to establish himself 
as one of the greatest cross country run
ners ever to come out of Michigan.

But now that he’s added one of the 
most prestigious championships to his 
legacy, he has cemented his name on a 
very short list of all-time greats from a 
state known for producing tremendous 
distance runners.

Hough becEune the sixth Michigan 
boy to win the Eastbay (formerly Foot 
Locker) Cross Country Championships 
on Saturday at Balboa Park in San Die
go, pulling away from a pack of five con
tenders to win in 15 minutes, 114 sec
onds.
He won by 3.4 seconds over Kenan 

Pala of San Diego.
The other Michigan winners were 

Brian Grosso of Walled Lake Western 
(1988), Abdul Alzindani of Dearborn 
Fordson (1995), Dathan Ritzenhein of 
Rockford (1999, 2000), Tim Moore of 
Novi (2001) and Grant Fisher of Grand 
Blanc (2013, 2014).

Hough’s victory marked the eighth 
time a Michigan boy has won the meet, 
which began in 1979. Michigan is tied 
with California for the most male cham
pions.

“I’ve always looked up to the guys 
from Michigan who won this race,” 
Hough said. “To join them has just been 
an honor.”

Hough is a two-time Division 1 cross 
country state champion who is the first 
runner to break 15 minutes twice at 
Michigan International Speedway.

With a pack of five still in contention 
heading into a hill that often determines 
the outcome of the race, Gavin Sherry of 
West Hartford, Connecticut, made a 
bold move in an attempt to create an in
surmountable gap.

As the pace picked up considerably, 
each runner had to decide how badly he 
was willing to hurt.

Hough used a slingshot move around 
a turn to take the lead with about 500 
meters remaining and dropped the 
hammer.

“I was a little worried, I’ll tell you that, 
because I was struggling up that hill,” 
Hough said. “We were all basically

crawling up that hill, because we were 
so tired. It definitely worried me a little 
bit.”

Even once he had the lead, Hough 
couldn’t allow himself to enjoy the mo
ment until he raised his arms crossing 
the finishing line.

“Probably the last 200 is mostly up
hill,” he said. “I couldn’t hear whether 
there were people behind me or not. I 
was a little scared they were going to 
come up out of nowhere.

“I was in so much pain, but I had to 
push through it.”

The race completed a busy postsea
son for Hough. After winning his second 
straight state championship, he won the

Michigan Meet of Champions and the 
Eastbay Midwest Region before taking 
fifth in the fastest high school cross 
country race in U.S. history in Alabama.

All of that experience in big meets 
prepared him for his finest moment.

“I feel like it’s definitely helped to 
make sure I know what it’s going to feel 
like,” Hough said. “RunningLane last 
week was a good way to experience 
what it would feel like at the end, be
cause at RunningLane I worked really 
hard, harder than I ever have before. The 
same thing with (Eastbay). It actually 
prepared me for the pain.”

Caleb Jarema of Pinckney was also 
part of the 40-man field, placing 32nd in

15:58.9.
“Overall, the whole couple days has 

been really cool,” Jarema said. “We’ve 
done all kinds of activities, gone to the 
beach, got a lot of free stuff; that was 
pretty cool. The race itself was pretty 
packed. I don’t think I had my best race, 
but it was still just a really fun experi
ence. It was cool to see Riley win, too.”

Other Michigan finishers were Far
mington’s Peter Baracco (14th, 15:34.0), 
Traverse City Central’s Luke Venhuizen 
(25th, 15:53.4) and Benzie Central junior 
Hunter Jones (33rd, 16:00.7).

Their performances helped the Mid
west win the four-team competition by 
a 32-49 margin over the Northeast.

• SP $250OFF*
Get new floors before 

the New Year!
Is new flooring on your list of home improvement 
projects this season? Liven up your living space with 
new floors installed by Floor Coverings International®. 
New floors are an excellent way to update any room 
and invest in your home’s value. Give your floors some 
extra love and excitement for the New Year.

FLOOR COVERINGS
UCtMnrCtarKtdl

Book a Free In-Home Design Consultation!
947-600-7060 • bookfci.com

'Exclusions may apply. Each Franchise is s Locally Owned and Independently Operated Business.

IT’S NOT PAINTRhimP Shield IT S BETTER

Waterproof and Breathable • BASF Tested and Proven to Last • 
Thicker and Richer than Paint

RHINO SHIELD BONDS TO...
v Wood
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^ Vinyl
v' HardiePlank

A+ i -

'X Stucco
Brick

•v Block
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Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

734-386-0891
MICHIGAN’S ONLY 

^ AUTHORIZED 
W RHINO SHIELD 

DEALER

Michigan Builder’s 
License #2102200455
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•'T'r <9Q TTWINTER WEATHER IS HERE!

- Flat Rate Pricing

- FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call

- Service Call Charge 
Waived with Work 
Performed

- Same Day Service

- All Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
Checked

- 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

In-Season Furnace Safety Check*59
| With Coupon, Expires 11/30/20211|

18 Months 
No

Interest 
on New 

Furnace & 
AC System

WHATEVER IT TAKES:c *Restrictions apply
___________________________ ______________________________ j

Experts Since 1980

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

248-372-9929
‘Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details.

0-GCI0779450-01

Lowest Prices of 
the Year on all 

Interior Coatings

Why Choose GatorGuard?
With GatorGuard’s proprietary coating technology 
you will save yourself hours of continued cleaning 
and money by not choosing a secondary product 
that will fail and have to be re-coated time after 

time. Our coatings are non-porous, making it easier 
to clean (when you have to), resistant to cracks and 

stains, and increase light within your space.

o
o
0

We Move
Let us take care of the back-breaking work of moving your 
contents! Sit back and relax knowing we have you covered.

We Store
We place your contents in an onsite locked storage unit so 
you can rest assured your things are dry and safe.

We Floor
Watch the transformation as we liven up your space with our 
lifetime warranted coating system called GatorGuard! Then 
we return and safely place your items where we found them.

LO-GCI0775937-01

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Ask Estimator for details. Expires 12/31/2021

Powered by

GreenSky

NEW BATH
TODAY

Walk-In Bath & Shower Systems
Digit\i. Shower System
Con i uol every rakt or your shower 

EKRE.HIL.NOi: I ROM (IN'!- EASY-TO-US). INTERFACE.

Q/ __ Pay Nothing Until
O W off®2023INSTALLATION
YOUR COMPLETE BATH OR SHOWER PURCHASE!
KOHLER LuxStone
Work with your New Bath Today Guru to design your KOHLERo LuxStone- Walk- 
In system. Your Guru makes designing your dream shower or bath easy. They 
will help you create a space suited to your needs - with exquisite features all 
bearing the Kohler name - and install it hassle-free. Walk-In System Guru

\7a new bath
{{J TODAY

313-241-9145
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous Sales Excluded. Good at initial presentation only. 
Financing available, from Green Sky LLC for qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 2521. 

50% Installation of NBT supplied products only.

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS DAYS!

HOMESOLUTIONSK<‘KURTIS
FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY
248-450-6253

Ml Lie #2102222470
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150

mm We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

‘With the purchase of cabinet refacing. "New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. 
Offer includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not Include 
demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 12/31/2021
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the applicable ra te card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
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Assorted
Items

all kinds of things...
t bUsA'

new beginnings...
Wanted to Buy WO7 En9ineering & IT

WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle. Deer Hunter & Successful Master Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Turn your dust into 
dollars by placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

Infotree Global Solutions Seeks Senior Reliability Engineer Must have MS in Eng. Mgmt., Industrial Eng., or 
related. Work site: Plymouth, Ml. Apply: : sstowe@infotreeglobal.com

Software Engineer: Develop features 
8. reqs for applications. Troubleshoot production incidents. Work on testing 
of functionality to the app portfolio. Work in .Net framework, ASP.Net, Web Forms, C#, WCF Web Services, 
Visual Studio. Will work in Livonia, Ml and/or various client sites throughout U.S. Must be willing to travel and/or relocate. Apply to: Fast Switch Great Lakes, 17177 N. Laurel 
Park Dr, Ste. 265, Livonia, Ml 48152 or email to imoehle@fasffek.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI0571980-01

Drive smarter local marketing 
with insights and solutions from 
the USA TODAY NETWORK.
The power of knowing 
you are doing things right.

Transportation
Wheels
best deal for you.

Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

OCars
18' CHRYSLER 300 62K Ml $26988 21T8032B North Bros. 734-928-2108
18' FLEX SEL FWD 42K Ml $26588 21T1164A North Bros. 734-928-2108

S>SUVs
12' EDGE SPRT AWD 106K Ml $17958 21T1311B North Bros. 734-928-2108
19' ENCORE AWD 25K Ml $21698 21C6001D North Bros. 734-928-2108
20' ESCAPE SE AWD UK Ml $26498 21111450 North Bros. 734-928-2108
19' ESCAPE SE 4WD 33K Ml $22498 P24282 North Bros. 734-928-2108
19' ESCAPE SE AWD 33K Ml $22678 21T1476A North Bros. 734-928-2108
19' ESCAPE TIT. 4WD 25K Ml $26498 21T1370A North Bros. 734-928-2108
19' ESCAPE TIT. 4WD 37K Ml $25788 
21T1146A North Bros. 734-928-2108
18' ESCAPE SEL AWD 25K Ml $22788 21T1457 North Bros. 734-928-2108
14' ESCAPE TIT 4WD 159K $11945 21T1089B North Bros. 734-928-2108
20' EXPLORER ST 17K Ml $49988 21T5155A North Bros. 734-928-2108
20' EXPLORER XLT 4WD 13K Ml $36788 PT24277 North Bros. 734-928- 2108
19' EXPLORER SPORT 34K Ml 
$39588 21T1166A North Bros. 734-928- 2108
19' EXPLORER XLT 4WD 24K Ml $33588 21T5139A North Bros. 734-928- 2108
18' EXPLORER SPORT 78K Ml $32688 21T5123A North Bros. 734-928- 
2108
11' NAVIGATOR 108K Ml $19958 22T1131B North Bros. 734-928-2108
14' TRAVERSE FWD 80K Ml $16788 
21T1110B North Bros. 734-928-2108

18' F150 LARIAT 53K Ml $42998 
2JT1193A North Bros, 734-9?9-2108

Check out your local classifieds.

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!
(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®
•Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1 qualifying 
window covering and receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal or lesser value at 50% off! Offer 

^ excludes installation, sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer 
S or discount. Offer Code BGXB. Expires 12/31/21.3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056, 
§ CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, OR #209181, PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS, 
§ Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00, 
§ VA #2705172678 (Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC). © 2021 3 Day Blinds LLC.

EMPSRE100^©

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

i „

...

OUR BEST SALE!

Select styles.
Half price carpet, hardwood, laminate, 

vinyl, & professional installation...
That’s half price* for your entire purchase!

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate! 
Call 888-330-0582

or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper.
mm

’Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl, and Laminate, 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. 
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in all 
areas. Valid through 1/16/22. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors.
Licensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2022 Empire Today, LLC

UW3CI0787217-02



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo
GOLDEN 

STATE GIRLS
ACROSS

1 Requested 
6 Mass helpers
15 Foil maker
20 Empathetic 

declaration
21 Steak lover,eg-22 Lounges idly
23 Italian 

developer of 
an educational 
method

25 Third month
26 “Two Years 

Before the 
Masf star

27 Rim director 
Craven

28 Family-style 
Chinese dish

29 Body design, 
in brief

30 The new girl 
on “New Girl"

32 French pain
ter of The 
Horse Fair*

36 Commotion
38 The “N” of 

USNA: Abbr.
40 never 

believe me!”
41 Rap’s “Dr.”
42 She played 

Abby Parker 
on HBO’s 
‘The Deuce”

48 Cut with a 
light beam

49 Continuously
50 Cruel 

emperor
51 Troop’s group
52 Partners
53 Scenes
54 Title sorority 

in a 1985 film
56 Turkish cap
57 French 

friends
58 Smithereens
59 Onetime rival 

of Steffi Graf
65 Swimmer 

Thorpe
66 Farm female
67 Disfigure
68 Calculus, e.g.
69 Made in the 

manner of
70 American 

Red Cross 
founder

73 Therefore
74 Fix, as a pet
75 Frigid
76 House pests
78 Spirited
79 Flub up
82 Sense by

touch
84 Zeus’ wife
85 Singer Della
86 Fencing 

sword
87 She played 

Miss Ellie 
Ewing on 
“Dallas”

90 Gore— 
(rainwear 
fabric)

91 Herb in pesto
92 Farm female
93 FedEx 

competitor
94 1996-2002 

“Saturday 
Night Live" 
cast member

97 Agra apparel
100 Band’s job
103 Guarantee
104 The, to Henri
106 “Velvet Fog”

vocalist
109 Actor Falk
110 Comedian 

with the 1990 
HBO special 
“Cats, Cops 
and Stuff

114 Bel — (Italian 
cheese)

115 Resistance 
to alternating 
current

116 Hunter 
constellation

117 RBIs, e.g.
118 Engulfed by 

fire
119 It can precede 

eight first 
names in this 
puzzle to form 
the names
of California 
cities

DOWN
1 Get a 
lock on

2 Milan’s La —
3 Gold purity 

unit
4 SL Pafs land
5 Bargain buy
6 Home
7 Advances, as 
money

8 Vietnamese 
New Year

9 Several
10 Lay away
11 Deep-voiced 

singer
12 Siouan 

tribesperson
13 “—out!”
14 — Lankan
15 Kind of nut
16 Averse
17 Criticized 

petulantly
18 “No question”
19 Some 

hardwoods
24 Part of MLB
28 Boxer Oscar 

de la —
31 Curs’ sounds
33 Add while 

mixing
34 Throat

clearing noise
35 Flock of 

quail
36 Dancer de 

Mille

37 Pappies
39 Boatloads
42 Piece of tile 

art
43 Zoo dweller
44 Eyeball part
45 India’s 

Gandhi
46 Be wobbly
47 Fog or 

steam
48 Lounge 

around
52 Fishnet stuff
55 Oven brand
56 “Good” or 

“bad” dietary 
intake

58 Bundle of joy
60 Cry upon 

arriving
61 Leading to 

something
62 Drank like a 

dog or cat
63 Go by
64 Gives assent
66 Speed-of- 

sound ratio
67 Green stuff
71 Paddy crop
72 Like a tinny 

recording
73 City of 

ancient
Egypt

74 Plants-to-be
77 Tobacco plug
78 Get set for 

surgery

79 Test 
versions of 
smartphone 
programs,
e.g.80 Vacant 
political 
position

81 Oil, in slang
82 High-speed
83 A Great Lake
87 Military post
88 Scans again
89 Artisans’ club
91 Rails in

ballet
95 Invited one
96 Actress 

Page
98 “Duck—” 

(Warner 
Bros, short)

99 Zellweger of 
the screen

100 Body part 
often pulled 
by an athlete

101 buying if
102 “Hero” 

actress Davis
105 Emailed junk
107 General — 

chicken
108 Other, in 

Oviedo
110 More, in a 

music score
111 Band blaster
112 News svc.
113 Vocalist Yoko

1 2 3 4
L

20
23
26
29

#2.069 Averaae time of solution: 63 fninutes

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 7024247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
2 5 3

3 8
5 6 2 4

6 4 7
4 5
8 5 4
7 3 1 6

1 9
9 2 7

Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 12/17

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

OPPOSED TO
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

E T R 
O

V R Z 
E O G 
H T G 
E C N 
MUR

L
I
E

E
N
T
Y
L
D
N
E
I
R
F
N
U Q

R H N 
TEE 

Y 
D 
I
S 
S 
E 
N 
T 
E 
R 
G

R G S 
FEE 

L T 
O A 
R W 
L N 
S O 
C E 
R K M 
A S L

D
U
G
S
I
E
G
I

L
E
O
A
E
E

D
A
G
I
I
T

S O R C L 
L B Y Y E 
E S R C B 
I G A O E

R N R N N R

R W O

Y
V 
E 
E
W O
X
Y

X
R
C
X
R
F
S

I M U

V
V 
A 
E 
I
E
U
E
I
E
F

H R 
N V

U Q O 
R F I 

I
P 
D 
M 
R

G
E
M

O D 
D T

O D 
R N 
T L 
A E

T H D N 
C S T S

E
D
A
V
N
I

T 
E 
N 
D 
E 
R 
T 
E 
D O 
N N 
E V 
I N 
D O

N N 
A P 

E 
I 
I
G 
T

N
A
L
I
A
S
S
A
E
C
P
X
L
H
E
H
A

ADVERSARY
AGAINST
AGITATOR
ANGRY
ANTI
ASSAILANT
AT ODDS
BESIEGER
CHALLENGER
CONTENDER
CROSS
DISRUPTIVE
DISSENTER
ENRAGED
ERRATIC
FOE
FUMING
FURIOUS
GLOWERING
HEATED
HECKLER
HINDERER
HOSTILE
INVADER
IRATE
LIVID
MAD
MALCONTENT
OBSTRUCTOR
OPPONENT
PROTESTER
REACTIONARY
REBEL
RILED
RIVAL
STIRRER
STORMY
TESTY
TOUCHY
UNFRIENDLY
VEHEMENT
VEXED
VIOLENT
WILD

V 1 N V >N 0 1 B o
3 N 0 1 s
3 Vi d 0 1
0 1 9

s d
S 3 a a 3
3 S 3 3 H
A d d 3 d
A V d S
V “1 V H
S 3 1 3 S

A 3
3 H

1 s
U V

8 V S 0 U s S 3
s 3 M a a

1 H 0 s s 3 1 N 0
H 3 1 V 3 d 3 3 aS A 0 8 d V 1 1 v

s i V 1 s
3 s 3 V d
d 3 1 3 d
d n S S V
V 9 V N V
a X 3 1

3 3 d 3
H 0 1 0 8
0 1V d V 1 0
w N V 1

s 1 w V
s 3 1 1 s
a N 3 N 0
V 9 d V w
[a V

1 V 1
i N V i V
V 1 d V Vi
3 d V 0 1
M 3 X s V

OX aKOddO
8 e P 9 z 2 9 6
6 z z l 8 9 8 P 9
9 9 l 8 P 6 2 8 Z

9 8 P 6 Z 9 8
9 i 6 Z 8 Z 8 9 P
Z p 8 e 9 9 l 6 2
P z Z 6 l 8 9 8 9
l 6 9 z 9 8 P 2 8
e 8 9 9 3 P 6 Z

SELL YOUR CAR
FIND A HOME

GET A JOB
ADOPT A PET

BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE

Check out the classified ads everyday.

(4

More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

0 © o
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Live Chat 
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.
help.hometownlife.com
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