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Yemeni coffee house opens in Garden City
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A love of coffee led Fares Abdulmalek 
to open Garden City’s newest cafe.

The Dearborn native spent time 
years ago working for Starbucks and de
veloped a love for the drink. Now, Ab

dulmalek serves up Middle Eastern cof
fee and other drinks at his newest busi
ness

, Finjan Cafe at 28251 Ford Road in 
Garden City.

Abdulmalek said he had the “coming 
soon” sign up for many months before 
opening the doors in early August.

Ever since he discovered Yemeni cof
fee when visiting Yemen several years 
ago, he knew he had to open his own 
shop selling the coveted drink, he said.
When looking for a space to open, 

Abdulmalek decided to go west of Dear
born and Dearborn Heights, communi
ties with traditionally high numbers of

residents with Middle Eastern heritage. 
Looking to attract guests from other 
parts of metro Detroit, he found the 
space in the small strip mall on Ford 
Road in Garden City.

“It’s going to grow over there,” he

See COFFEE, Page 2A

Silas Kurtz, left, with parents Christina and Dan Cobb and his newborn sister, courtesy of dan cobb

Livonia boy, 11, fighting 
ultra-rare brain cancer
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Silas Kurtz, 11, likes seeing his friends 
at school, riding his bike and playing 
guitar - though his mother misses his 
days as a piano player.

Cancer has largely robbed him of 
those things.

In early July, Silas started having 
trouble moving his left hand up and 
down the fret on his guitar. He was 
eventually diagnosed with a grade four 
gliomatosis cerebri, officially called 
glioblastoma IDH-wildtype.

His particular tumor is inoperable - 
and it’s rare.

According to the National Cancer In

stitute, 40 Americans - just three of 
whom are children - are diagnosed 
with the tumor each year. The five- 
year survival rate is just under 19%.

Brain cancers kill more children 
than any other cancer, according to the 
National Center for Health Statistics.

See CANCER, Page 2A

Livonia 
mayor, 
city council 
at odds on 
fairness 
policy needs
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia Mayor Maureen Miller 
Brosnan is looking to update and ex
pand the city’s nondiscrimination 
practices. But, city council wants a dif
ferent approach to the one she’s taken 
to address local ordinances.

Brosnan proposed a nondiscrimi
nation ordinance to city council in 
June after working with the city’s hu
man relations commission to draft 
language.

Residents approached the commis
sion roughly a year ago asking the city 
to create the ordinance, prompting the 
updates.

“This ordinance is long overdue,” 
said Richard Glover, chair of the hu
man relations commission. “I am ex
cited and encouraged by the collabora
tive approach the Livonia Human Re
lations Commission took in working 
with the city’s law department and po
lice department to bring forward this 
important proposal to expand protec
tions for everyone.”

The city’s current ordinances pro
vide some protections for religion, race 
and disability regarding housing and 
employment. Brosnan’s proposal 
takes the various rules in the city and 
combines them into a single document 
addressing allowed protections. It also 
runs all complaints through the city’s 
law department and adds age, sex, ap
pearance and sexual orientation pro
tections.

Discrimination is a misdemeanor 
charge and can carry a $500 fine.

See POLICY, Page 2A
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Cancer
Continued from Page 1A

“The glioblastoma is kind of the 
worst glioma you can have,” said Dan 
Cobb, Silas’ dad. “Because his tumor is 
so rare, it’s inoperable. If s like a bunch 
of little tumors, and the big artifact is 
in his corpus collosum, which is what 
helps him generate new memories.”

Silas is attending school at Riley 
Upper Elementary in Livonia part- 
time, but his days mostly consist of 
physical therapy, a ketogenic diet to 
prevent seizures and chemo treat
ments - he’s even needed a shunt put 
in to keep the tumor from bleeding.

By day’s end, he’s visibly exhaust
ed. But, he’s also on top of his treat
ment and can kindly correct your pro
nunciation of his tumor.

“He’s not hanging out with his 
friends. He's not riding his bike. He’s 
not doing normal things that kids are 
doing,” said Christina Cobb, Silas’ 
mom. “He’s going to physical therapy, 
occupationed therapy and he’s going to 
the hospital for radiation. The whole 
week is taken up with hospitals and 
doctors.”

The family is hoping treatment will 
shrink the tumor and give Silas back 
his normal life. If his tumor shrinks 
enough that an MRI scan can no longer 
spot it, he’ll still need check-ups for 
years to make sure it doesn’t return.
A family friend organized a Go- 

FundMe page for the family called “Si
las Strong” that has raised nearly 
$25,000 of its $71,000 goal. The mon
ey is helping pay for living costs - 
Christina Cobb quit her job because Si
las needs around-the-clock care - and 
medical expenses. The family is also 
posting updates on Silas in a public 
Facebook group, also called “Silas 
Strong.”

“If s almost like there’s a new thing 
going on every day,” Christina Cobb 
said. “There’s several purposes for the 
GoFundMe, because he needs full
time care and there’s a lot of added ex
penses.”

As tough as cancer is, Silas’ situa
tion has given the family a new appre
ciation of being together.

The Cobbs just married last year 
and had a baby girl in June.

“I feel so lucky that (Dan) can work 
and I can spend a little more time with 
Silas,” Christina Cobb said. “The stuff 
we’re doing isn’t fuii, it’s back and 
forth from doctors, but it’s extra time I 
get with him.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle(g)hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
(g)shelby_tankk.

Silas Kurtz before getting a biopsy on 
his tumor over the summer.
COURTESY OF DAN COBB
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Parents arraigned on homicide 
charges in motel death of toddler
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The parents of a 14-month-old boy 
found deceased at the Motel 6 in Far
mington Hills were arraigned Oct. 6 on 
homicide charges.

Isaias Porras, 31, was charged with 
first-degree homicide and first-degree 
child abuse. Amanda Jajou, 30, was 
charged with second-degree homi
cide, second-degree child abuse and 
accessory after the fact.

Their charges are all felonies, 
meaning the possibility of years in 
prison if they are convicted.

Police were called to the motel on 
Grand River Avenue about 5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 3 when the child’s relatives ex
pressed concern. They found the dead 
toddler, Isaias Daniel Porras.

The parents of a 14-month-old boy 
found deceased at the Motel 6 in 
Farmington Hills were arraigned Oct. 6 
on homicide charges, google maps

During the arraignment, prosecuting 
attorney Amy MacGregor said the par
ents told police they gave the child away 
but they found him covered in blankets.

The child apparently was covered 
head to toe with bruises, and died from a 
brain injury.

“She did not call 911,” MacGregor said 
of Jajou. “She was with the child and 
didn’t do anything.”

Attorney Richard Small represented 
the accused parents during the arraign
ment. He declined to comment, saying 
his representation was just for that pro
ceeding.

Police Chief JeffKing has said the de
partment and community are heartbro
ken over the death.

“My thoughts and prayers go out to 
the child’s family,” King said in a state
ment.

He encourages anyone concerned for 
the safety and well being of neighbors, 
friends or family members to contact 
law enforcement. Anyone needing as
sistance can call 911 for emergency re
sponse, or 248-871-2600 or 248-871- 
2610 for non-emergency response

At Finjan Cafe in Garden City, visitors can purchase Yemeni-style drinks, specialty drinks made with Yemeni-inspired 
ingredients, and a selection of baked goods from other bakeries is also available, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

Coffee
Continued from Page 1A

said. “There are so many in Dearborn, 
why not venture out?”

Abdulmalek formerly operated a 
Middle Eastern restaurant in Farming- 
ton.

The cafe, which takes its name from 
the Arabic word for “cup,” features a 
unique line of coffee. Drinks are made 
with Yemeni coffee beans, which Ab
dulmalek said are the best in the 
world.

Visitors can purchase Yemeni-style 
drinks, including a Mofawar, coffee

made with cardamom and cream. Sev
eral specialty drinks are also served, 
such as mochas, lattes and cappucci
nos, though they can be made with Ye
meni-inspired ingredients.
A selection of baked goods from oth

er bakeries is also available.
He said environmental conditions in 

Yemen lend themselves to some of the 
best coffee found anywhere on Earth.

“The trees are old over there. The old
er the tree is, the better the quality,” he 
said. “And the moisture, too. They’re in 
mountains.”

Since opening, Abdulmalek said he’s 
seen customers wander in from all over. 
He’s brought in customers familiar with 
Yemeni coffee and plenty of newcom

ers.
He said repeat customers stop by on 

a regular basis, a testament to the 
drinks he and his team create.

“It’s better than I expected in the be
ginning,” he said. “If I see a familiar face, 
that means the person liked it, enjoyed 
what they drank and what they had.”

Finjan Cafe is open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; 7 a.m. to 
midnight Friday and Saturday; and 
9 a.m. to midnight Sunday.

Its website is still under construc
tion, though more information, includ
ing photos of the products, can be found 
on the cafe’s Instagram account.

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com.

Policy
Continued from Page 1A

City Council President Kathleen 
McIntyre said the majority of council 
feels the proposed ordinance over
reaches, especially as it relates to 
small businesses. McIntyre said she’s 
concerned the ordinance empowers 
the law department to investigate all 
claims made and doesn’t provide suffi
cient religious protection.

McIntyre said she thinks such civil 
rights protections would better come 
through the state legislature or a 
chamber of commerce initiative in
stead of what she sees as a one-size- 
fits-all ordinance.

“The mayor brought her proposal to 
me several months ago and my initial 
response was positive,” McIntyre said. 
“I indicated a willingness to consider 
bringing it to council.... However, after 
learning the ordinance’s public ac
commodation meant private business, 
which would insert the city attorney’s 
offices into private businesses, I with
drew my support. I advised Mayor 
Brosnan of my concern.”

The ordinance’s proposed language 
also requires nondiscrimination lan
guage in every contract the city enters, 
bars discrimination in real estate 
transactions and requires gas stations

to assist physically disabled patrons.
McIntyre said every council member 

is supportive of the idea of creating a 
nondiscrimination law, but most mem
bers would like to see major changes to 
the proposed law before considering it.

“I have reservations, as well, about 
the language,” Councilwoman Cathy 
White said. “I don’t think that the issues 
are insurmountable. I think we can 
probably come to an ordinance that all 
of council can support. But, I can’t sup
port it in it’s current form.”

As president, McIntyre sets the 
agenda - she said no council members 
have asked her to put the issue on an 
agenda for discussion or action.

“I have never failed to put something 
on an agenda when council members 
want it on an agenda,” she said. “The 
vast majority of council members have 
expressed to me that they do not want 
this ordinance the way (Mayor Brosnan 
has) written it on the agenda.”

The chamber of commerce is also 
supportive of the general goal to be 
more welcoming but has not explicitly 
supported the mayor’s proposal.

“The mayor and city council mem
bers each have had favorable discus
sions towards updates to the city’s NDO. 
However, the language in the mayor’s 
proposed ordinance about enforcement 
is a source of disagreement,” the cham
ber wrote in a statement to members 
Oct. 4. “While the Livonia Chamber of

Commerce has taken positions on fiscal 
proposals that voters may consider, the 
chamber is historically a non-partisan, 
nonprofit organization that does not 
lobby in a legislative process.”

Leaders with PFLAG Livonia, Ma
donna University and the Livonia Police 
Department have expressed support of 
the mayor’s proposal.

“This is really going to help us build 
on our transparency and our account
ability with the residents,” Brosnan 
said. “For the mayor’s office, it will make 
sure there’s a central point for any 
claims of discrimination in the city. It 
cleans a lot of things up. These are 
things Livonia has always embraced, 
but now it’s codified.”

Brosnan said she’s had individual 
conversations with some council mem
bers regarding the ordinance.

McIntyre said she and others on 
council are willing to work with the 
mayor to create an ordinance council is 
more comfortable with. But, it seems 
unlikely the ordinance would pass as if s 
currently proposed.

“You’ve got to get together with peo
ple, work on it and figure things out,” 
McIntyre said. “The way you fix one 
problem is not with a sweeping piece of 
legislation that goes after every single 
small business in this community.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelby_tankk.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Support for Farmington candidates

This November Farmington returns to the ballot box 
to elect leaders to city council. I've been approached by 
residents asking whom I support in the upcoming 
election. While I believe all voters should do candidate 
research, I appreciate being asked for my assessment 
and am humbled that my feedback would be consid
ered as voters weigh their options.

I’m supporting Steve Schneemann and Maria Tay
lor for re-election. These colleagues have not only 
been good stewards for and servants of the city, but 
they are the best candidates to continue our positive 
trajectory.

Steve and I have been collaborators even before I 
was elected to city council. On the Downtown Devel
opment Authority's Design Committee, I saw first
hand how his design skills and leadership have made a 
positive impact on our downtown and city overall. 
Steve’s architectural background and his eye for what 
makes Farmington special will be crucial to the execu
tion of the large re-development projects in the pipe
line, including the Farmington Road Streetscape and 
the Maxfield Training Center re-development and its 
related public amenities. At our most recent meeting, 
Steve offered to provide concept design input to the 
connection planned between Riley Park and Shiawas
see Park as part of the MTC project, and he has been 
deeply involved in the purchase agreement discus
sions to ensure Farmington gets the best project pos
sible. This kind of commitment, leadership, and con
tribution of professional skill demonstrates why Steve 
should be re-elected.

Maria and I came to council together in 2017. We 
were competitors who quickly became collaborators. 
On many occasions I have found Maria to be thought
ful, open-minded, and committed to Farmington’s 
unique fusion of history and future development. She 
has demonstrated a commitment to service to the resi
dents of Farmington that I respect and share with her. 
Most recently, she took time off from work to join me 
and other residents to attend the Michigan Public Ser
vice Commission meeting to speak on the impact of 
multiple power outages. She spoke passionately about 
residents who depend on reliable power to keep medi
cine refrigerated or keep life-sustaining medical 
equipment running in their homes. She has collaborat
ed with me to open communication lines with state 
and federal elected officials who can bring additional 
resources and attention to Farmington’s plight. This 
kind of service should be rewarded with re-election.

I believe Steve and Maria bring valuable perspec
tives that contribute to achieving consensus on big de
cisions for the City of Farmington. I know many of the 
other candidates in this race and have worked with 
most of them previously. I am confident that no matter 
who else prevails, I will be able to effectively collab
orate with them, and I know Steve and Maria will too.

Joe LaRussa
Farmington

Concern with Farmington slate
As past mayors of the City of Farmington City Coun

cil and a former Farmington school board president, 
we have deep concerns about a development in this 
year’s city council election. As you may know, three 
positions on the five-person city council will be filled 
this November.

For the first time in our city’s history a “slate” of 
three candidates is running as a “block,” which we be
lieve is a serious threat to the vigor and energy of a 
balanced council and the transparent perspective our 
council has maintained for decades. Perhaps our most 
serious concern is that should this group get elected it 
may result in the kind of dysfunction which has 
plagued other local councils or boards when partisan
ship or personal agendas have caused dissension and 
bitter conflicts, sharply deteriorating the

effectiveness of the elected or appointed members. 
The strength of our city council is that it has always 

been non-partisan. That means we do not serve or 
function as Democrats, Republicans, conservatives or 
progressives. Council members are supposed to serve 
as independent representatives of our residents and 
businesses. No city council member should ever be 
obliged or beholden to one “consortium” leader who 
controls a majority of the council votes.

Council members make decisions that have real and 
immediate impact on your taxes, operating policies, 
spending, city planning, city services, events and ordi
nances. A valuable and healthy city council makes de
cisions based on comprehensive discussion from mul
tiple viewpoints. A three-person consortium constitu
tes a majority and has immediate and potentially det
rimental impact on the integrity of the council.
We need independent thinkers and experienced in

dividuals. As you consider your vote in November, 
please educate yourself about the qualifications of all 
the candidates. Which candidates and incumbents 
have been actively involved in city committees? Which 
are active in downtown volunteerism? Which have 
served and collaborated to make our city stronger? 
Which candidates have an investment in Farmington’s 
success and are working for Farmington’s future rath
er than their own? Which candidates

have a skill or experience that will add to council's 
deliberations?

Please examine the experience, capabilities, and 
contributions of all the candidates before reaching a 
voting decision. We urge you to carefully review the 
claims of Taylor, DeLind and Balk, as they appear to 
take personal and unearned credit for the work of 
council, our Downtown Development Authority and 
our chamber of commerce.
We believe candidates, running as a three-person 

slate form a serious threat to
the future direction of Farmington and our small 

town character.
Tom Buck 
Bill Galvin

Jim Mitchell
Amie Campbell
Former Farmington mayors
Pamela Green
Former Farmington school board president

Flyers seem act of desperation
It’s my understanding that political advertisements 

must state who’s behind it. This prevents dirty politics 
and outright slander.

However, someone in Farmington has anonymous
ly decided to ignore political rules and put out thou
sands of door hangers - around town, at businesses, 
and homes. Particularly offensive is the language “The 
risk of a monopoly is destructive and manipulative.”

There’s a suggestion here that because three people 
are actively campaigning, they’re in lock step and will 
vote together. This is not fact, but presumption.

To me, these flyers feel like an act of desperation 
from a candidate (or candidates) who feels threat
ened, instead of clearly and openly stating what they 
stand for and will do for the city. Everyone needs to 
vote for who they think will best represent the city we 
want.

Having met the candidates who’ve taken the time to 
meet with the community, I feel confident in my 
choices and am offended and affronted by this under
handed, potentially illegal campaign ploy. As a Far
mington resident for 30+ years, this is the second time 
I’ve seen underhanded campaigning, and I say we 
don’t need dirty politics in Farmington.

Janet Newcomer
Farmington
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Farmington council candidates break down platforms
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Seven Farmington residents are look
ing to serve the city from the council 
chambers. Johnna Balk, David DeLind, 
Jacob Nelson, Geof Perrot, Steve 
Schneemann, Maria Taylor and Cathi 
Waun all filed to run.

Voters will elect three people to the 
nonpartisan office Nov. 2. The top two 
vote-getters will serve for four years, 
and the third person will serve for two. 
All council members, including the 
mayor, make $3,000 annually. Farming- 
ton council members appoint a mayor 
from among themselves every two 
years.

Schneemann and Taylor are running 
as incumbents, and DeLind was ap
pointed to council last year.

Johnna Balk, 53, is a faculty librarian 
at Oakland Community College’s Au
burn Hills campus..

David DeLind, 35, works as a civil 
engineer.

Jacob Nelson, 43, works as a federal 
lobbyist and is the national spokesper
son for AAA, a non-profit.

Geof Perrot, 41, is the global product 
manager at Tenneco.

Steve Schneemann, 53, is an archi
tect.

Maria Taylor, 30, is the managing 
editor of the ACHR News.

Cathi Waun, 55, owns Life Realty.
Hometown Life sent questionnaires 

to each candidate.
(Editor’s note: Candidate responses 

appear in the Oct. 10 and Oct. 14 print 
editions, online at hometownlife.com.)

Racial equity has received greater 
discussion in the last year. How 
will you support racial equity in 
Farmington?

Schneemann: One of the reasons 
that our family chose to live in Farming- 
ton is its demographic diversity, includ
ing race, so it is very important to me 
that we celebrate and support racial mi
nority groups in Farmington and en
courage people in those groups to get in
volved in civic-service positions.

Taylor: Farmington Hills recently 
hired a diversity, equity, and inclusion 
(DEI) consultant. I propose Farmington 
joins FH in this effort so we can share

services for DEI consult
ing. I would also support 
adding a social worker to 
our public safety depart
ment the way Livonia 
has.

Waun: At our heart, Balk 
Farmington is a volunteer 
community. My goal is to 
create broader exposure for the many 
opportunities our city offers. A wider 
outreach will result in a more diverse 
group of people working together for the 
betterment of Farmington and having a 
voice in the decision-making process.

Balk: Working as a teacher/swim 
coach, as well as a librarian at both pub- 
lic and academic settings, has made me 
very aware of diversity and inclusion. I 
will work to have a DEI position as part 
of our city government, as well as inclu
sive wording on all city job applications.

DeLind: Through embracing resi
dents of all ages, cultures and walks of 
life. I will work to keep Farmington and 
inclusive and welcoming community 
that supports fair representation and 
services for all residents.

Nelson: The first step in this process 
is helping people of all races and ethnic
ities acknowledge their own implicit bi
ases tied to race. We all have them. Few 
of us realize it. Implicit bias training 
won’t solve it, but it will facilitate open
ness and support for needed policy re
form.

Perrot: I will continue to assure any
one with interest in participating in Far
mington’s inclusive way of life: You are 
welcome here. This community is more 
diverse than the one I was raised in, and 
I feel fortunate to be able to raise my 
girls here.

What Farmington-related program 
or initiative you were involved 
with are you most proud of?

Taylor: I am one of the original mem
bers of the Wamerettes Parasol Drill 
Team. We dress as suffragettes and 
march in local parades to promote the 
Warner Mansion, women’s history, the 
importance of voting, and the legacy of 
Farmington’s Fred Warner, a progres
sive Michigan governor in the early 
1900s.

Waun: In 2020 I applied for and re
ceived a $5,500 placemaking grant from

DeLind Nelson Perrot Schneemann Taylor Waun

the Greater Metropolitan and National 
Association of Realtors that paid for the 
mural by local artist Mary Lou Stropoli 
on the side of the Sunflour Bakehaus in 
Downtown Farmington.

Balk: I was a librarian at the down
town Farmington library for almost 10 
years, serving Farmington-area families 
and doing programs with adults and 
teens. I was also the volunteer coordina
tor and worked with students and sen
iors of all ages and backgrounds.

DeLind: I am most proud of being a 
part of the Maxfield Training Center 
purchase and redevelopment. Having 
townhouses rather than high density 
apartments was the most appropriate 
from a planning, parking and neighbor
hood perspective.

Nelson: The pandemic took hold 
shortly after my family moved to Far
mington. Local community involve
ment hasn’t become possible until re
cently. So, I’d have to say helping my 
neighbors clean up and recover follow
ing the massive storm in July. It was all 
hands on deck, and 100% teamwork 
across the board.

Perrot: I’m most proud of our award- 
winning farmers market. I’ve been a vol
unteer for five years, joined by my 
daughters for the last two years. The 
market has managed to stay open all 
through the pandemic thanks to its ex
ceptional crew of volunteers.

Schneemann: The creation of Riley 
Park and the design and implementa
tion of the Grand River streetscape. I am 
also working on the MTC residential 
project that will connect Riley Park to 
Shiawassee Park, as well as the Far
mington Road streetscape to be con
structed in 2022.

Anything else?
Balk: I come from a world of re

search. Of searching for facts and mak
ing information easy to understand and 
use. That’s the type of leadership I’ll

bring to council. I will look at our city 
through research, data, and by listening 
to the people we live with, work with, 
and serve.

DeLind: I’m proud of the decisions 
that city leadership made that helped 
Farmington navigate COVID-19 and 
maintain services while keeping em
ployees and residents safe. I believe that 
maintaining flexible ordinances will 
help grow Farmington’s local economy 
— and a strong grassroots art scene is 
key to a vibrant, thriving community.

Nelson: For nearly two decades I’ve 
worked with state and local lawmakers, 
Congress and U.S. federal agencies to 
achieve a common goal ^ to help people 
reach their full potential. I’m in this race 
to give my time and talent to you, the 
people of Farmington. Vote Jacob Nel
son on Nov. 2.

Perrot: Voters can learn more about 
me and my campaign on Facebook at 
facebook.com/geofperrotfarmington. 
Voters can also call or text me at 231- 
250-3774 with any questions. I’m very 
passionate about our town and look for
ward to speaking with you.

Schneemann: I have helped achieve 
some wonderful things for the city in my 
time in public service (10 years on DDA 
and eight years on city council), and I 
am asking you to help me continue all 
the new and great things happening in 
our city.

Taylor: I know that solving problems 
takes research and investigation. It 
takes going out and asking people for in
put. My votes reflect my belief that Far
mington’s best shot in the 21st century 
lies in boosting what makes the city 
unique.

Waun: Last year the current city 
council of Farmington appointed me for 
a third term on the planning commis
sion, in doing so they affirmed their be
lief that my experience and knowledge 
have value to our community and the 
future of Farmington. When votes are 
cast, I believe the community will agree.
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Flat Rate Pricing
FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call
Service Call Charge 
Waived with Work 
Performed
Same Day Service
All Our Technicians 
are Licensed and 
Background Checked
100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Pre-Season 
Furnace Safety

Check

With Coupon, 
Expires 10/31/21.
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yryant, WHATEVER IT TAKES:

18 Months No Interest 
on New Furnace & 

AC System
*Restrictions apply J

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

9929
^Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details

Westland mayoral candidates 
make their pitches to voters
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Westland’s current mayor and a city 
council member are competing for the 
city’s top job.

Voters chose Councilwoman Tasha 
Green and Mayor Bill Wildduring the 
August primary to advance to fall elec
tions. Westland voters will chose be
tween the two Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Westland’s mayor serves a four-year 
term in a non-partisan role. The mayor 
currently makes $121,574 annually.

Green, 45, is a councilwoman wrap
ping up her first term. She owns Green 
Titan Management and is a Wayne 
County Sherriff’s reserve deputy.

Wild, who started the mayor’s race 
with three challengers, left the primary 
with near 4,000 more votes than the 
other candidates combined. He’s been 
the city’s mayor since 2007 and is seek
ing a fourth term.
Hometown Life sent questionnaires 

to each candidate seeking information 
on their platforms. Each question was 
given a 50-word limit, and answers ex
ceeding that limit were cut short.

(Editor’s note: Candidate responses 
appear in the Oct. 10 and Oct. 14 print 
editions. Candidate responses can also 
be found online at hometownlife.com.)

What’s the thing you love most 
about Westland?

Green: I love the fact that I have great 
neighbors and that I’ve met many great 
people and families in Westland. I’ve 
lived in Westland a total of 16 years and 
owned my home for 14 years. I love our 
city and as mayor I will co-govem our 
city with our...

Wild: The people that live here. It is 
amazing how many residents have lived 
in Westland since the Nankin Township 
days. I also love that we are a safe com
munity, a welcoming city and we take 
pride in our beautiful schools, library, 
parks and of course, the local food 
scene.

Bpfe' School District. New Su-

; Dignan has his arms

Green challenges and is young,
talented, innovative and 
looks to be a true game

M changer. I am fully com
mitted and excited to 
help in any way.

Green: The biggest 
change needed is resi
dent awareness and civic 

Wild engagement. Sadly,
many residents do not 

watch city council meetings and many 
don’t know the truth of what’s happen
ing with their tax dollars. All too often 
we hear people complain about politi
cians being “crooks and liars” but 
what’s most unfortunate is...

What Westland-related program 
or initiative that you have been 
involved with are you most proud 
of?

Green: I accomplished quite a bit 
while serving on Westland City Council. 
I’m very proud of having created West
land’s DEI Commission for diversity, eq
uity and inclusion as well as leading the 
charge to install Westland’s ethics com
mission. The ethics commission was fi
nally installed in 2021, which was one of 
the things...

Wild: I take considerable pride in 
bonding and closing the city’s under
funded pension plan which had plagued 
the city for years. I’m proud of leading 
the creation of the new city hall, Fire 
Station #1, the farmer’s market, H20 
Zone, Jefferson Bams Community Vi
tality Center and the Modano Arena im
provements.

How will you support racial equity 
in Westland? How will you ensure 
city staff of all backgrounds are 
treated equitably?

What's the biggest change needed Wild: I will hire the city’s first direc- 
in Westland? tor of diversity, equity and inclusion to

L0-GC4073087<M>1 Wild: The city needs transforma- See MAYOR, Page 6A
mm wmmmimm
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AND IT’S ABOUT TIME THE 
WORLD KNOWS YOUR NAME.
Build your presence with LOCALiQ’s digital 
marketing solutions. Social media marketing, 
SEO, and expert web design will all help get 
your business noticed online.

Do it all with just one partner!
Contact your sales rep today or visit 
LOCALiQ.com/BigDeal to get started.
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BACKED BY DATA. POWERED BY INTELLIGENCE.
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Livonia city council candidates talk policy
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Seven Livonians are running for four available seats 
on city council.

Council members Jim Jolly, Laura Toy and Rob Do- 
novic are all looking to reclaim their seats, and new
comers Carrie Budzinski, Dan Centers, Ken Overwater 
and Scott Morgan tossed their names in the ring, too. 
Livonia City Council is a nonpartisan body.

Carrie Budzinski, 33, works as the chief operating 
officer for LittleGuide Detroit. She currently chairs Li
vonia’s library commission.
Dan Centers, 36, is the chief of staff for state Sen. 

Dayna Polehanki (D-Livonia). Centers has also served 
on the Livonia Public Schools board for seven years.

Rob Donovic, 29, is the youngest person ever elect
ed to Livonia’s council. He’s self-employed and works 
in real estate.

Jim Jolly, 39, is seeking a second elected term on 
council. Jolly has previously served as magistrate and 
a court officer in the city and currently works as assis
tant provost at Lawrence Technological University.

Scott Morgan, 53, works in construction operation 
and security. He was a Livonia police officer for 25 
years and is currently a member of the city’s zoning 
board of appeals.
Ken Overwater, 40, is an attorney. He’s spent his 

career working as a public defender.
Laura Toy, 69, has served on council on and off 

since the 1990s and has been city treasurer. Toy co
owns Cardwell Florist in Livonia and has previously 
been a state senator, state representative and School
craft College trustee.

Voters will choose four candidates on Tuesday, Nov.
2.

In Livonia, the person who earns the most votes be
comes council president, and the second place finisher 
becomes vice president. Both candidates will earn 
four-year seats. The third place finisher will serve a 
four-year term, and the fourth place candidate will re
ceive a two-year term.

Right now, the council president earns $19,362 an
nually and all other members make $18,055 annually. 
However, the Livonia Local Officers Compensation 
Commission will meet in late 2021 to determine com
pensation for elected officials, including council mem
bers, for 2022 and 2023. Traditionally, the commission 
gives officials a small pay raise.
Hometown Life sent questionnaires to each candi

date seeking information on their platforms. Each 
question was given a 50-word limit, and answers ex
ceeding that limit were cut short.

(Editor’s note: Candidate responses appear in the 
Oct. 10 and Oct. 14 print editions. Candidate responses 
can also be found online at hometownlife.com.)

The Livonia Vision 21 plan could transform the 
city as residents know it. What, if any, part of 
the plan would you most like to see council 
support? Why?

Morgan: I believe the Livonia Vision 21 plan would

Budzinski Centers Donovic

enhance 
our city tre
mendously.
I’m excited 
about the 
community 
gathering 
spaces that 
have been
proposed. I will work with our residents, business 
owners, city departments and investors to develop 
plans consistent with the Livonia Vision 21 project.

Overwater: While not as exciting as a downtown 
development or walk and bike trails, the improve
ments and simplification of our zoning ordinances will 
help encourage more development in Livonia. I want 
to ensure that we can attract new business and resi
dents while maintaining the things our current ones 
love about Livonia.

Toy: Our central campus at 5 Mile and Farmington 
is the heart of our city, but there are other areas too 
that we can transform into hubs for neighborhoods 
around our city as mini-centerpieces, such as the Ply
mouth Road corridor, 7 Mile and Middlebelt, and 7 
Mile and Farmington.

Budzinski: It’s important that city council main
tains its commitment to implementing Vision 2L Dur
ing this campaign, the number one item residents 
bring up is “Downtown Livonia.” We may never have a 
traditional downtown but the special planning areas 
identified in LV21 have the potential to fulfill that de
sire.

Centers: There are several exciting elements of the 
Vision 21 plan. Perhaps the most exciting aspect is cre
ating micro-downtown spaces in Livonia. When I go 
door to door talking to residents, this is something 
they feel is missing in Livonia, and there is a lot of ex
citement around this plan.

Donovic: As we move into the future, market needs 
change. Offering different housing options for families 
and modernizing our zoning for businesses to develop 
their properties will make us a destination community. 
The plan identifies important spaces to enhance our 
new housing and business development to make us a 
competitive city.

Jolly: The Livonia Vision 21 will NOT transform Li
vonia into something unrecognizable, but rather it al
lows us to build on Livonia’s solid base by allowing 
more flexibility and options for consideration. I am ex
cited to create more engaging spaces that will 
strengthen our sense of community.

Livonia has an aging infrastructure, as 
demonstrated by flooding in sections of the 
city over the summer. How do you think the 
city should fix that?

Overwater: I’m an attorney, not a civil engineer, but 
I know our infrastructure was not designed for the in
creasingly severe weather in Michigan. We must listen 
to the experts and invest in our aging infrastructure in 
ways that make sense, providing the greatest benefit 
to Livonians.

Jolly Morgan Overwater Toy

Obituaries
Geraldine Mae McBride Chalifour

LIVONIA - Geraldine 
Mae McBride Chalifour 
was peacefully carried by 
the angels to her heaven
ly Father on October 1,
2021 in Livonia, Mich
igan. She was born on 
November 15, 1930 in 
Detroit, Michigan to 
Ralph John McBride and 
Myrtle Marie Price Mc
Bride. Geri is survived by 
her loving children Doug and Marianne,
Annette and Bill Linn, John and Gloria, Jim and 

Malinda, and Larry. She is also survived by her 
grandchildren, whom she adored, Jennifer, Russ, 
Jeff, Adam, Eric, Kevin, and Heather. In addition, 
she was “Granny” to 12 great-grandchildren and 
5 great-great-grandchildren. She was an Aunt to 
several nieces and nephews.
In addition to her parents, she was predeceased 

by her special Grandmother Maude, and her sib
lings Ralph McBride Jr., Betty McBride Fleming, 
and Irene McBride Newman, as well as her former 
husband Robert Chalifour.
Geri always enjoyed gardening and grew beau

tiful flowers. She could make anywhere she lived 
into an inviting and comfortable home for her 
children and grandchildren to enjoy She will be 
missed and remembered with love by all of us.
The family would like to thank the staff at Amer

ican House in Livonia for their care. We also 
thank SKLD Nursing Facility in Livonia for the 
compassionate care they provided during this 
year as well as Heart to Heart Hospice, who gave 
her an additional level of care during her last two 
months at SKLD.
A special thank you to Anne, her friend and 

confidant for the past 25 years.
A private memorial service will be held at a 

later date.
Please share a memory of Geraldine at www. 

rggrharris.com

Elizabeth Ann Gill
Betty passed away at 

home lovingly surround
ed by family on October 
8, 2021 at the age of 77.
Beloved wife of the late 
Don B. Gill for 53 years.
Loving mother of Mi
chelle Lievois (Chris) the 
late Don B. Gill, Jr (Val
erie) and the late Beth 
Ann Blanchard (James).
Dear Grandmother of 
Bradley Gill, Brian Gill, Jenney Ayn Gill, John 
Gill, Christopher Lievois, Hannah Lievois, Ted 
Lievois. Great Grandmother of Wyatt Bradley Gill. 
Devoted sister of the late Edward Andel and sister- 
in-law of Nancy Davies (Darrell), Lesley Bodary 
(James), Sherry Gill. Family will receive friends 
Friday, October 15,2021 from 10:30am until the 
time of Mass at 1 lam at St. Regis Catholic Church, 
3695 Lincoln Rd., Bloomfield Hills. Memorial 
tributes to Brother Rice High School or Angels’ 
Place. A.J. Desmond 8c Sons, (248) 549-0500.

View obituary and sign tribute wall at 
AJDesmond.com
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Toy: As with all aging infrastructure, eventually 
you’re going to need capital improvements. Unfortu
nately, the rains we saw this past year have been like 
no others in recent times. We need to continue work
ing with our engineers and our residents to both edu
cate and plan for the future.

Budzinski: The city budgets $0 for the storm water 
system. We have experienced department heads who 
understand what the problems are and what we need 
to do to fix them. It’s the city’s responsibility to give 
them the resources and support they need to provide 
the best services to our community.

Centers: Livonia needs significant improvements 
to the underground infrastructure and the roads. I will 
work to secure state and federal infrastructure grants 
that can be used to pay for improvements in our city.

Donovic: We as a city can make sure that when we 
replace pipes in the ground or new developments are 
proposed, that modem materials are used so they last 
longer and require less deferred maintenance. Howev
er, cities realistically just don’t have the amount of 
money needed to replace underground infrastructure.

Jolly: Livonia’s infrastructure is aging, but we have 
proved that we can create a process that works with 
our roads program. The roads under Livonia’s control 
are well maintained and consistently improved. We 
need to make similar investment in tackling other in
frastructure proactively.

Morgan: The city council has recently held commit
tee meetings to address these issues. I would want 
these meetings to continue to provide us with regular 
status updates and discussions with our city engi
neers, DTE and experts in the field regarding improve
ments or upgrades to the areas needed to alleviate 
these problems.

Racial equity has received greater discussion 
in the last year. How will you support racial 
equity in Livonia?

Toy: Our goal is to make Livonia a city where every
one feels welcome and unfortunately historically this 
has not always been the case. The city has implement
ed diversity training for its staff and we have started 
important community conversations about how to 
work towards this goal, we will continue this work.

Budzinski: I’m mixed, black and white. Racial equi
ty isn’t a talking point for me, it’s my lived experience. I 
hope that my ability to bring a different perspective to 
official conversations can help add a new level of un
derstanding and lead to more progress in Livonia.

Centers: It is important that Livonia is an arms 
wide open community. For that reason, I would sup
port a non-discrimination ordinance. Most of our 
neighboring communities already have a non-dis
crimination ordinance, and it provides peace of mind 
that all Livonia families are valued and appreciated.

Donovic: We as a society, not a city, must not allow 
the color of a person’s skin or where they originally 
came from dictate how we treat people. A person’s 
character and how they treat others should be the only 
factor that matters, not what someone looks like.

Jolly: I will continue to listen and take appropriate 
steps to communicate that Livonia is a great commu
nity that welcomes everyone whether they are here to 
live, work or play.

Morgan: Everyone deserves to be treated with dig
nity and respect, and I feel Livonia is a welcoming 
community to anyone that wants to call it home. 
Where people feel differently, open and honest com
munication is key to building constructive relation
ships within our community.

Overwater: Conversations are a good thing, espe
cially difficult conversations about important topics. I 
will continue to have these conversations with people 
of all backgrounds, and I will support policies that en
gender racial equity, such as a nondiscrimination ordi
nance, to ensure that Livonia earns a reputation as a 
city that welcomes all.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker- 
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her 
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.

Mayor
Continued from Page 4A

work daily with staff on community wealth building, 
diversity training and ensuring equality on hiring, pro
motions and procurement activities. I will also con
tinue my efforts of appointing boards and commis
sioners that are reflective of our community.

Green: Westland currently has less than 5% racial 
diversity across our entire city, and that includes po
lice, fire and at city hall. Mayor Wild has a 19-member 
administration cabinet and currently has not one Afri
can American. I think equality and inclusion of all 
kinds should be sought year-round, as opposed to...

Anything else?
Green: No reponse submitted.
Wild: It has been the honor of my lifetime serving 

as Westland’s mayor.
Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker- 

sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her 
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.



Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 481S2 > 248.477.4333 
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 * Sales valid Oct B -19, 2021 
While Supplies Last9 Prices subject to change. Dclvoil tfivc 4-lii'ss |

* WINNER *

MON.-SAT.
9AM-8 PM 

SUN.
9 AM-7 PM
frnjvy

Contactless 
Curbside 
Pickup and 

Home Delivery!

ShopJoesproduce.com 
to Place Your 
Order Today!
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LINDEMAN’S 
ALL VARIETALS
2/$8
19 CRIMES

EXCLUDES CALI ROSE

PIKE ROAD 
CHARDONNAY$I2

CHATEAU GRAND 
TRAVERSE LATE 

HARVEST RIESLING
$ I 2” EA.

HOUCHART 
COTES DE PROVENCE 

ROSE
$I5.99Ea.

END OF SEASON SALE SAVE $3.00

SEND NUDES 
ROSE

$1799
If. EA.

END OF SEASON SALE SAVE $3.1

Sales Valid Oct 13 -19,2021
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
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Weddings, showers, 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

Visit us at:
JoesGourmetCatering.com

Call Laura at:
248.477.4333

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK
$ I

FRESH HOUSEMADE SAUSAGE 
POLISH OR HUNGARIAN KOLBASZ

$3.,9/lb.

WILD CAUGHT 
MAHI MAHI FILLETS
$ 10”/.

FRESH TILAPIA FILLETS 
fLB.$6.,9/i

o( loreadl
y job’s

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may diffei.

Joe s Meat & Seafood
Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area!
Butcher-cut and hand ground premium meats. Fresh flown-in fish and seafood daily.
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FRESH ALL NATURAL 
BONE-IN CENTER CUT 

PORK CHOPS
USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF FROM SIRLOIN
$699/lb. $4.49/lb.

PREMIUM FRESH ALL NATURAL 
BONELESS SKINLESS CHICKEN BREAST

ENTREES TO GO 
MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST 

ITALIAN, HERB & GARLIC, MESQUITE 
OR TERIYAKI

$3.,9/lb. $5."/lb.

v UNCOOKED

SHRIMP; ;; OEVClNED.KASYTOn^
V,vtnl.OTQ«,Ii1)SWtolr

FRESH ATLANTIC 
SALMON FILLETS$ I 2,9/lb

CENSEAEZ PEEL 
SHRIMP 16/20 CT$I0 99

EA.

CENSEA COOKED SHRIMP 16/20 CT
99$I3 EA.

FRESH BLACK PEARL 
SALMON FILLETS
$ I 5.99/lb.

STONE HEARTH RAKED DAILY 248-477-4311
Hours: 9 am - 6 pm, Closed Monday

CHOCOLATE CROISSANT TRIPLE BERRY SCONE
$4 49 EA.

$2.49 EA. $i 99 EA.

JOE’S HOUSEMADE 
HERB & GARLIC BUTTER

$2.49 EA.

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Oct 13 -19,2021 • While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
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Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Ml 48152 • 248.477.4333 
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 * Sales valid Oct 13 - 19, 2021 
While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change. - 2021 -

AWARD-WINNER
Sales Valid Oct 13 - 19,2021
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

We reserve the right to limit quantities, correct print errors and make reasonable 
substitutions. Images displayed are for presentation purposes only - actual items may differ.

Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!

MICHIGAN HONEYCRISP 
APPLES

DOLE GOLDEN RIPE WHOLE 
PINEAPPLE
2/$5

MICHIGAN MCINTOSH APPLES

ORGANIC EARTHBOUND 
SALADS
2/$4

MICHIGAN SWEET TANGO APPLES
$2.49/lb.

ORGANIC CRANBERRIES 
8 OZ PKG2,$6
%

■ t

DRISCOLL’S RASPBERRIES
ORGANIC 

GREEN CHARD
2/$6 2/$5

ORGANIC
AVOCADOS

ORGANIC PARSLEY 
CURLY OR ITALIAN

2/$4

DEARBORN 
APPLEWOOD HAM
$6.4,/lb.

TROYER
SANDWICH PEPPERONI DEARBORN 

HONEY TURKEY
$6.4,/lb.

HOFFMAN’S 
HARD SALAMI

DEARBORN CHICKEN 
HOMESTYLE OR BUFFALO

HOFFMAN’S 
SUPER SHARP 

CHEDDAR CHEESE$5.”/lb.

im
• '■ " ■A-r-.-'TL

-■ ■'
h T
creamer^-

POINT REYES 
TOMA WEDGE

$20”/
STELLA PARMESAN 

WEDGE
PRAIRIE BREEZE 

AGED WHITE CHEDDAR BLOCK$I0.,9/Lb

BLT PASTA SALAD BBQ MEATBALLS CURRIED
CAULIFLOWER SALAD

TWICE BAKED 
POTATO SALAD GRILLED ASPARAGUS 

LB.

COFFEE FLAVOR 
OF THE WEEK 

BUTTERSCOTCH TOFFEE$6.99/lb.
MIWAY POPCORN 
ALL VARIETIES$C 49Jo EA.

CINNFUL CRUNCH 
ALL VARIETIES$4 49 EA.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS GROUND BEEF 
FROM SIRLOIN

FRESH ALL NATURAL 
BONE-IN CENTER CUT 

PORK CHOPS51 5 99/lb. $6."/lb. $4.49/lb.

WILD CAUGHT 
MAHI MAHI FILLETS

CENSEA
EZ PEEL SHRIMP 16/20 CT FRESH

TILAPIA FILLETS
$6.99/lb.

lrt.1 Al / O

DELALLO STUFFED MANZANILLA 
OLIVES 5.75 OZ JAR$| 99

EA.

KITCHEN READY 
BROTHS2/$3

CORTO
CORTO 100% EVOO 

3LBOTTLE$34M .

HERO FRUIT NECTAR 
BEVERAGES

BRAGG APPLE CIDER 
VINEGAR 32 OZ JAR
$C 99
J. EA.

8”$4|
CHOCOLATE RASPBERRY CAKE

99 6.,$29 99
SAVE $3.00

TWO BITE 
SALTED CARAMEL 

CUPCAKES

SAVE $3.00

VV
BLUEBERRY PIE 

NO SUGAR ADDED
$4 99

EA. $I5 99 EA.

9EGAM AND It 81 FREE
DIVVIES

BROWNIE COOKIES 
VEGAN & NUT FREE$8.99 EA.

m •fiM fyepchtnmtf!
We are looking for all full, part time and seasonal positions. 
To join our award-winning team, apply in person or go to 
joesproduce.com/careers

LO-GCI0360005-29

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Oct 13 • 19,2021* While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
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Choose from a large assortment of 
colorful gourds, pumpkins, haystacks, 
mums and more.
Choose curbside pickup or delivery at 
Shop.JoesProduce.com 33152 W. Seven Mile Rd. 

Livonia, Ml 48152 
Checkout Joe's 

specials on back page.

SPORTS
MSU commit shines in Fordson vs. Churchill
Brad Emons Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Dearborn Fordson’s Alex Osman had 
a game Friday night that only quarter
backs could dream about.

With a passer rating off the charts, 
the 6-foot, 170-pound senior pulled the 
host Tractors (6-1, 5-1) even in the KLAA 
East Division race with a monster

throwing effort before holding on for 
dear life in the second half, 38-33, to de
feat previously unbeaten Livonia Chur
chill (6-1, 5-1).

In the first half alone, Osman made 
Jestice Field his own personal play
ground as he connected on an astound
ing 13 of 15 passes for 315 yards and five 
touchdowns to build a 28-point lead, 
much to the delight of the Fordson

homecoming crowd.
Osman finished the game 20-for- of 

25 for 367 yards.
“I tried to stay off of it as much as I 

can, but it wasn’t really a big factor to
night,” said Osman, who was voted 
homecoming king. “I just had to do what 
I had to do. The line did their job. They 
made me look good tonight. People were 
telling me maybe I should break the oth

er foot. But like I said, it was a team ef
fort tonight.”

The Tractors, however, managed just 
three second-half points and thwarted a 
last-minute Churchill comeback. Back
up QB Ethan Brown — who was in for in
jured starter Taj Williams — had his 
pass batted down near the goal line.

See FORDSON, Page 3B

Lutheran Westland’s 6secret weapon’
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Lutheran Westland’s Chibi Anwunah tackles Advanced Tech’s Cobey Cureton during a Michigan Independent Athletic Conference game Oct. 7 at Lawrence Tech.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Senior Chibi Anwunah scores TD as Warriors win first-ever league title
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There were plenty of program firsts 
at Lawrence Tech.

The Lutheran Westland football team 
posted its first shutout since 2011

That 40-0 victory over Advanced 
Tech gave the Warriors (6-1, 5-0) the 
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer

ence championship, their first league ti
tle in their 36 seasons as a program.
Whafs more, left tackle/defensive 

end Chibi Anwunah scored his first-ca
reer touchdown.

Midway through the opening quarter, 
Lutheran’s defense forced the Lakers to 
punt from their own 2. The kick made it 
10 yards before it caught an awkward 
bounce and wound up rolling backward.

And it continued to roll backward until it 
finally rested at the goal line. It went 
down, officially, as a minus 1-yard net 
punt.

The Warriors took advantage of the 
opportunity by giving the ball to their 6- 
foot-7, 220-pound senior lineman. An
wunah took a dive handoff and churned 
his feet past the scrum of Lakers until he 
reached the end zone.

So what’s the big deal here? Linemen 
score TDs all the time, right?

Well, Anwunah isn’t your typical 
skinny 7-footer. He looks like a massive 
Big Ten defensive end without an ounce 
of fat on him. And he plays like it, too. 
His motor is relentless. On offense, he 
pushes around blockers with ease.

See WARRIORS, Page 3B

After my car accident, Community Financial 
gave me a lower rate on my auto loan and 
a check for a new car in under 24 hours.'
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Our picks for Week 8Our top 10 high school 
football teams in Week 8
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The top half of the rankings didn’t 
change this week, even with Livonia 
Churchill losing a close call to power
house Dearborn Fordson.

But there was some movement 
among the final four spots in the top 10 
(Hello, Milford!).

Here’s where Hometown Life sports 
reporter Brandon Folsom ranked the 
best teams in the area heading into 
Week 8:

1. Livonia Churchill (6-1, 5-1 
KLAA-East; Last Week: No. 1)

There’s no shame in losing to Ford- 
son, one of the top teams in the entire 
state. The Chargers put together the 
winning drive against the Tractors. And 
they might have even pulled it off had 
quarterback Taj Williams not suffered a 
right ankle injury during the series. You 
don’t get knocked down the rankings for 
losing to a powerhouse.

2. South Lyon (7-0,6-0 LVC;
Last Week: No. 2)

The next two weeks for the Lions are 
no cakewalk. They travel to Mott in 
Week 8. Yes, the Corsairs are coming off 
a two-game losing streak, but it’s never 
easy to win on their turf. Plus, with 
South Lyon East upsetting Lakeland last 
week, that Week 9 game doesn’t look 
like a guaranteed win for the Lions ei
ther. It’ll be a hard-fought effort for them 
to finish the regular season unscathed.

3. Detroit Catholic Central 
(5-2, 2-1 CHSL-Central;
Last Week: No. 3)

The Shamrocks got the bounce-back 
victory they needed over St. Mary’s. 
Now they get an interesting test in Week 
8 against visiting Newmarket Huron 
Heights from Canada. At this point, 
they’re just looking to collect playoff 
points to ensure home-field advantage 
in two weeks.

4. Brother Rice (5-2,1-2 
CHSL-Central; Last week: No. 4)

The Warriors gleaned nothing from 
beating up on Chicago Christ The King 
Jesuit 56-14 last week. But they’ll travel 
to Traverse City Central well-rested. 
The Trojans should be as tough a test for 
Brother Rice as Warren De La Salle and 
Catholic Central were earlier this sea
son.

5. Detroit Country Day 
(4-2; Last week: No. 5)

The Yellowjackets got a bye week in

Week 8, but they come back with a 
tough match up against Detroit Loyola. 
A win over the Bulldogs would be su
per impressive, even with Loyola being 
a Division 7 team.

6. Bloomfield Hills (7-0,6-0 
OAA-Blue; Last week: No. 6)

The Black Hawks took care of busi
ness, and so did Troy, who is also 7-0 
and undefeated in the Blue. That Week 
9 match up between Bloomfield Hills 
and the Colts will tell us everything we 
need to know about the Black Hawks.

7. Canton (5-2, 5-1 KLAA-West; 
Last week: No. 9)
How about a five-game winning 

streak for the Chiefs? A win over rival 
Salem was expected, but, as cliche as it 
sounds, they now control their own 
destiny. They sit in a three-way tie for 
first place in the West with Hartland 
and Howell, and they get to visit the 
Eagles this week. They’re THIS close to 
stealing a division title.

8. Livonia Clarenceville 
(6-1; Last week: No. 8)

It’s hard to be mad at the Trojans’ 
loss to Berkley, a D-2 school with an
other 650 students than they have. A 
three-point loss is nothing to scoff at, 
plus a game like that will help them 
prepare for the D-4 playoffs.

9. Lakeland (5-2, 5-2 LVC;
Last week: No. 7)

Don’t expect any Eagles fans to 
show their faces in the South Lyon area 
any time soon. Both of Lakeland’s 
losses have come against South Lyon 
and South Lyon East. Last week’s loss 
to the Cougars was a shocker, and it’s 
not getting easier for the Eagles. They 
host Carlson and Milford in back-to- 
back weeks to round out the regular 
season.

10. Milford (6-1, 5-1 LVC;
Last week: Unranked)
Welcome to the rankings, Maver

icks. This is your first six-win season 
since 2011, and you’re currently sitting 
in second place in the Lakes Valley 
Conference. It’s unlikely South Lyon 
will trip up and hand you a share of the 
league title, but it’s impressive you’re 
on your way to your best season since 
winning 10 games in 2006.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
football, basketball and recruiting in 
metro Detroit for Hometown Life. Do 
you have a story idea? Email him at 
bfolsom@hometownlife.com. Follow 
him on Twitter @brandonfolsomj.

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Last week was rough for the prog
nosticators out there.

So many games in western Wayne 
and Oakland counties were decided by 
fewer than six points.

It stinks losing picks on a coin toss. 
So let’s try this again.

Folsom went 2-3 in Week 7and is 7-3 
picking games since joining Home
town Life this fall.

Canton (6-1, 5-1 KLAA-West) at 
Hartland (6-1, 5-1), 7 p.m. Friday

This is the game of the week. Can
ton, Hartland and Howell sit in a three- 
way tie for first place in the West. The 
Chiefs haven’t lost to the Eagles since 
2014. And they’ve scored fewer than 34 
points only once during that stretch. 
There’s a chance Canton walks away 
with a division title this week.

Folsom’s pick: Canton 24, Hartland
21

Livonia Churchill (6-1, 5-1 
KLAA-East) at Livonia Stevenson 
(3-4, 2-4), 7 p.m. Friday

Both teams are coming off heart
breaking losses. But the Chargers are a 
cut above the Spartans this season. 
They should make a decent run in the 
Division 2 playoffs in a few weeks. This 
game should be decided relatively 
early.

Folsom’s pick: Churchill 38, Ste
venson 13.

Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association
Dearborn Fordson defeated Livonia 
Churchill, 38-33
Livonia Franklin defeated Livonia Ste
venson, 28-12
Dearborn defeated Wayne Memorial, 
49-0
Belleville defeated John Glenn, 47-14 
Canton defeated Salem, 35-7 
Hartland defeated Northville, 38-19 
Howell defeated Novi, 34-7 
Brighton defeated Plymouth, 35-6
Catholic League
Brother Rice defeated Chicago Christ 
the King Jesuit, 56-14 
Detroit Catholic Central defeated 
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s, 21-0 
Cranbrook defeated Walled Lake Cen
tral, 7-6
Lakes Valley Conference
Milford defeated Waterford Kettering, 
21-13
South Lyon defeated Walled Lake

Westland John Glenn (0-7, 0-6 
KLAA-East) at Wayne Memorial 
(0-7,0-6), 7 p.m. Friday

Yeah, it’s the battle of the not-un- 
beatens. But this should still be a fun ri
valry match up. Only 3 miles and two 
streets separate these two schools. Ex
pect a big celebration from whoever 
picks up their first win of the season.

Folsom’s pick: John Glenn 27, Wayne 
Memorial 22.
Melvindale (5-2, 5-1 WWAC) 
at Bedford Union (6-1, 6-0),
7 p.m. Friday

The Panthers have already secured at 
least a share of their first league title 
since 2004. But a win gives them the 
championship outright. An upset by the 
Cardinals could force a three-way tie for 
first place with Crestwood, Melvindale 
and Union, which would be, simply put, 
a mess to sort out.

Folsom’s pick: Union 36, Melvindale 
22.

South Lyon (7-0, 6-0 LVC) at 
Waterford Mott (4-3, 3-3),
7 p.m. Friday

The Corsairs have lost two straight, 
but they’re still tough enough to give the 
Lions trouble. If South Lyon wants to 
win the Lakes Valley Conference out
right, it must take care of business on 
the road. That’s easier said than done.

Folsom’s pick: South Lyon 38, Mott 
13.

bfolsom@hometownlife.com

Northern, 42-0
South Lyon East defeated Lakeland, 
17-14
Oakland Activities Association
Rochester Adams defeated Groves, 
24-7
Seaholm defeated North Farmington, 
41-34
Bloomfield Hills defeated Ferndale, 
37-6
Farmington defeated Pontiac, 50-8
Western Wayne 
Athletic Conference
Redford Union defeated Garden City, 
30-6
Dearborn Heights Crestwood defeated 
Redford Thurston, 42-6
Michigan Independent 
Athletic Conference
Lutheran Westland defeated Dearborn 
Advanced Tech Academy, 40-0 
Berkley defeated Livonia Clarenceville, 
36-33

WEEK 7 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SCOREBOARD

ROUNDUP

Redford Union football wins first league title since 2004
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Bedford Union football coach Ian Her 
remembers the last time the Panthers 
won a league title.

The fourth-year coach was a senior 
on the 2004 squad that won the Michi
gan Mega Conference-Gold.

The Panthers (6-1, 6-0) have been 
chasing that success ever since. They’ve 
routinely finished in the basement of 
their other leagues over the past decade.

Frida/s 30-6 victory at Garden City 
(3-4,3-3) finally changed that narrative, 
as the win ensured Union at least a 
share of the Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference.
A win over Melvindale (5-2, 5-1) in 

Week 8 gives them the outright champi
onship.

The Panthers are hoping to take care 
of business against the Cardinals. But, 
at this point, they’re just happy to be 
back on the football field.

They’ve had two forfeit wins over the 
past four weeks. That included Thur
ston canceling on them at the beginning 
of their rivalry week. Plus, COVID-19 
concerns forced Her to cancel practices.

They finally returned to practice to 
prepare for Garden City.

Outside of allowing the Cougars to 
score on their opening series, Union 
played lights-out.

It scored 30-unanswered points, 
which included Cory Chavis throwing 
for 107 yards (including a 25-yard touch
down pass to Kyren Ware), Curtis Keels 
totaling 152 yards and a score on the 
ground and Duwaune Strickland rush-

( i

Redford 
Union’s Curtis 
Keels rushes 
against Garden 
City on Oct. 8 
at Garden City. 
Redford 
Union’s 30-6 
victory 
ensures the 
team at least a 
share of the 
Western 
Wayne Athletic 
Conference.
TOM BEAUDOIN/ 
SPECIAL TO 
HOMETOWN 
LIFE.COM

ing for 55 yards and two TDs.
Defensively, DeMatthew Fixon and 

Antione Stoudmire each intercepted 
passes in the first half, which allowed 
Union to take a 22-6 lead into halftime.

“Our first forfeit win came in Week 2. 
Not having a game that week and then 
going right into Crestwood was tough on 
us, but we pulled that out in overtime,” 
Her said. “We had another forfeit win 
with Thurston and a couple of COVID 
scares, so we shutdown that week. I 
didn’t want to take a chance to forfeit 
any games.

“We came back Monday knowing 
Garden City would be scrappy and dis
ciplined. They have a good quarterback 
in Nathan WasH and some tough kids

like No. 5. That Owen McGraw kid is an 
athlete for them. I love watching what 
he does outside of when he’s playing 
against us. So our plan was to stop him 
and take away the misdirection.”

The Panthers held McGraw to eight 
rushes for 53 yards and seven recep
tions for another 76 yards. WasH was 9 
of 17 passing for 113 yards.

“They did what they had to do to get 
the win,” Garden City coach Thomas Mi- 
chaelsen said. “They had those two 
turnovers in the second quarter that di
rectly led to points, and we just gave 
them the lead. We just couldn’t execute 
inside the 30 when we needed to. We 
had three chances to score, but we got 
penalties and got behind the sticks. We

*

just didn’t execute.”

Cougars, Mavericks pick up wins
South Lyon East has been playing 

footbaU for 15 years, but it had never 
beaten Lakeland untH Friday night.

Wilfie Johnson rushed for a 10-yard 
TD with 2:05 left to ensure the Cougars 
(3-4, 3-3 Laves VaUey Conference) a 17- 
14 victory. It was their first win in eight 
tries against the Eagles, who dropped to 
5-2 overaU and 5-2 in the league.

Lakeland attempted a comeback on 
its final offensive possession, but East’s 
Braeden Tillman-Jones came up with 
an interception on fourth and 4 with 51 
seconds left to ice the win.

The Cougars secured a 10-7 lead by 
halftime thanks to Tillman-Jones toss
ing a TD to Jordan NewbHl and Manaki 
Watanabe booting in a field goal.

Next up for East is a game at Milford, 
which defeated Waterford Kettering 21- 
13 to capture six wins in a single season 
for the first time in 10 years. The Maver
icks (6-1, 5-1) are on pace to have their 
best season since winning 10 games in 
2006.

BiUy Sternberg led the offense by fin
ishing 18 of 23 passing for 294 yards and 
two TDs. The senior QB also rushed sev
en times for 147 yards and a score.

Brandon Gibson caught TD passes of 
41 and 28 yards and totaled seven catch
es for 157 yards, whfie Noel DeLand 
caught five passes for 74 yards.

Wyatt Lesnew paced the defense 
with 16 tackles. Garrison Stehr and Tyler 
Freer each nabbed interceptions.

bfolsom@hometownlife. com
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Fordson

Dearborn Fordson’s Antonio Gates Jr. catches a touchdown pass against Livonia 
Churchill’s Josh Brown on Oct. 8 in Dearborn, kirthmon f. dozier/detroit free press

Continued from Page IB

To start the third quarter, Churchill 
showed some life as Williams threw a 
19-yard TD pass to Bailey Brooks. Then a 
Boston Clegg Jr. 1-yard TD run made the 
score 35-20. (The extra point was 
missed.)

Hadi Saad’s 30-yard field goal with 
4:36 to play in the game put Fordson up 
38-20, but Churchill got a late 33-yard 
TD pass from Williams to Brooks and re
covered the onside kick.

Clegg then scored on a 2-yard TD run 
and recovered the onside kick for the 
second straight time. But the Chargers 
simply ran out of time and downs after a 
heroic effort by Williams, who went 
down with an injury after running to the 
Fordson 19 with just over a minute left.

One of Osman’s favorite targets dur
ing the first half was “Mr. Yards After 
Catch” Antonio Gates Jr.; the Michigan 
State commit recorded five receptions 
for 166 yards and two TDs to give the 
Tractors a 35-7 advantage.

The Tractors got rolling as Gates 
caught passes of 35 and 20 yards from 
Osman to give Fordson a 7-0 lead with 
7:12 left in the opening quarter.

Churchill went three-and-out and

Osman connected with Haidar Alzubai- 
di over the middle for a 17-yard TD pass 
to make it 14-0 with 45 seconds remain
ing in the period.

Churchill’s fourth possession,nine- 
play, 80-yard drive,ended in 10-yard TD 
run for Williams to trim the deficit to 
14-7.

But the Tractors and Osman kept 
picking apart the Churchill secondary, 
scoring in just four plays following a 33- 
yard kickoff return by Hassan Shina- 
wah. Ahmed Harb made the 26-yard TD 
grab for a 21-7 lead with 5:34 to play in 
the half.

After 295-pound lineman Kamarii

Landers stuffed Churchill and a fourth- 
and-2 at the Fordson 34, the Tractors 
went up 28-7 with L 41 to go in the half on 
an Osman 66-yard bomb to Gates, who 
had five catches for 166 yards alone over 
the first two quarters.

“He comes up big for me,” Osman 
said of Gates. “I wouldn’t be the same 
quarterback I am. He makes me look 
good.”

And if that wasn’t enough, Osman 
connected with Mohammed Sayed for a 
43-yard TD toss — his fifth of the half — 
with 25 seconds remaining for 35-7 
Fordson lead.

“He (Osman) was amazing tonight,” 
Fordson coach Walker Zaban said. “He 
was supposed to be the (injured) 
scratch, didn’t practice all week. The 
story of the game he gets dressed, goes 
out there and toughed it out. He couldn’t 
really move . . . and look at the perfor
mance he had.”

Meanwhile, the 5-10, 215-pound Wil
liams was heroic in defeat connecting 
on 15 of 23 passes for 240 yards to go 
along with 108 yards rushing in 18 at
tempts.

On Churchill’s final drive during the 
final minute, Williams rushed down to 
the Fordson 19, but 15 yards were wiped 
out on a penalty. He limped off the field, 
but came back on second down, on 
which he was sacked by Armon Parker.

Warriors
Continued from Page IB

On defense, he’s always bottling up 
runners in the backfield. He’s virtually 
unblockable.

He looks like he belongs at Dearborn 
Divine Child or Detroit Catholic Central, 
or one of those other Division I football 
recruit factories around metro Detroit. 
Instead, he’s a Plymouth Christian 
Academy student taking advantage of 
his school’s football co-op agreement 
with Lutheran.

Offensive coordinator Mike Ellis 
smiled when that was brought up after 
the game.

“He’s our secret weapon,” the third- 
year assistant said. “He’s under the ra
dar. We want to keep it that way. Amen. 
He’s awesome.”
Anwunah has definitely been hiding

at Lutheran. He doesn’t have a recruit
ing profile on any of the major recruiting 
websites. Nor has The D-Zone profiled 
him yet, and that blog rarely misses on 
up-and-coming recruits in Michigan.

The wild part about Anwunah’s story 
is he’s brand new to the sport.

He tried running cross country his 
freshman year, but he couldn’t stand it.

His personal best in the 5 kilometers 
was a sub-22-minute jaunt around 
Thelma Spencer Park in Rochester Hills. 
But his average race finish was around 
24 minutes.

“I was pretty bad at it,” the senior 
said. “I didn’t like it. My friends said to 
come to football, so I said, ‘OK, why 
not?’ So I played football my sophomore 
year, and I loved it.”
Anwunah said he picked up the game 

quickly by working with defensive coor
dinator Steve Faith, who said his star 
defensive end is still a raw prospect but 
doesn’t doubt he could play at the next

level. Faith hopes Anwunah scrounges 
around enough tape to impress coaches 
before it’s too late to catch on with a D-I 
team.
Anwunah definitely added a few 

highlights to his film against Advanced 
Tech.

Outside of a handful of tackles for 
loss and his 1-yard TD, he also took a 
sweep 25 yards for a score. But an illegal 
motion penalty wiped the points off the 
scoreboard. Still, he ran with blazing 
speed once he got the edge on the Lak
ers’ linebackers.

The Warriors recouped the score a 
few plays later when quarterback Noah 
Etnyre scrambled 9 yards for a rushing 
TD on a broken pass play.

Etnyre, who also plays defensive 
back, said he loves being Anwunah’s 
teammate.

“It’s crazy (playing with him),” said 
Etnyre, who also threw three TD passes 
in the win. “On defense, with him, half

of the field gets shut down. On offense, 
we run power to his side. We run that 
side every time. (I never get tackled) and 
my jersey’s always the cleanest when 
we run to his side.”

Games against only Bendle and Star 
International are left for the Warriors 
before the postseason begins. And it’s a 
surprise Anwunah has made it this far 
into his career without being recruited 
away by a bigger high school.

But he said he would’ve never trans
ferred. He likes playing for the Warriors 
too much.

“I love it here. These guys are my fam
ily,” he said. “I like it. It’s a good Chris
tian environment. It’s a good way to 
praise the Lord and do what I do (on the 
field). It’s a fun experience.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
football, basketball and recruiting in 
metro Detroit for Hometown Life. Email 
him at bfolsom@hometownlife.com. 
Twitter: @brandonfolsomj.
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Half price carpet, hardwood, laminate, 
vinyl, & professional installation...

That’s half price* for your entire purchase!

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate!
Call 888-330-0582 
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Four high school football questions in Week 8

Brother Rice’s Vegas Seay rushes during a non-conference football game against Chicago Christ the King Jesuit on Oct. 9.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Two weeks are left.
Can you believe it?
Some teams are ready to wrap up 

league titles while others are fighting for 
playoff points. Others are fighting for 
the right to even get into the postseason.

Hometown Life sports reporter Bran
don Folsom asks the important ques
tions entering Week 8.

Can Brother Rice knock off 
Traverse City Central on the road?

The Trojans (6-1, 5-0 BNC) are likely 
overrated.

They entered the year with much 
praise from the state-wide media. And 
then they lost to DeWitt in Week 1. Since 
then, they’ve run through the Big North 
Conference, which is lackluster at best. 
But they’ve remained in the polls with
out much hype.

They were ranked No. 7 in Division 2 
entering last week.

While this isn’t Brother Rice’s best 
team in recent history, the Warriors 
(5-2) are tough enough to go on the road 
and beat a team like T.C. Central. Their 
lone losses are to Warren De La Salle, 
one of the top teams in the entire state, 
regardless of division, and Detroit 
Catholic Central. So their resume is 
good enough to compete with T.C. Cen
tral.

The playoff points alone are worth 
the trip to Grand Traverse County. But a 
win at Thirlby Field would definitely 
help them secure home-field advantage 
in the D-3 postseason that starts in two 
weeks.

Can Bloomfield Hills and Troy 
(PLEASE) stay undefeated?

Yeah, yeah, yeah. We know the Oak
land Activities Association-Blue is the 
lesser division.

But, right now the Black Hawks and 
Colts are both 7-0 overall and 6-0 in the 
division, and they’ll meet in Week 9. 
What a treat it would be if they both got 
past their Week 8 opponents and then 
played for the outright league champi
onship in the regular-season finale.

Bloomfield Hills visits 2-5 Royal Oak

on Friday, while Troy heads to 6-1 Berk
ley the same night.

Fingers crossed.

What will the playoffs 
hold for Churchill following 
a loss to Fordson?

The Chargers (6-1, 5-1 KLAA-East) 
shouldn’t have trouble against rival Ste
venson in Week 8, especially coming off 
a tough loss to Fordson. They’ll be hun
gry to get the bounce-back win.
And they’ll likely beat whichever 

squad they face in the KLAA crossover 
in the regular-season finale.

But the real tests will start once the 
D-2 playoffs kick-off. Churchill is one of 
the 20 best teams in the state, regard
less of division, but, as far as playoff

points are concerned, it’s the fourth- 
best team in its own division.

Currently, De La Salle (74.4 playoff 
points, No. 4 overall), South Lyon (73.0, 
No. 6) and Caledonia (68.4, No. 12) have 
a better playoff-point average than the 
Chargers, who are 16th in the state with 
67.0 points.

That could mean they’ll be playing 
road games if they get out of their dis
trict tournament. Home-field advan
tage is a must against teams such as the 
Pilots and Lions, for sure.

Can Bedford Union win 
its league title outright?

The Panthers have ripped off six 
straight wins since getting pummeled 
by state power Pewamo-Westphalia in

Week L
And now they find themselves in a 

must-win game this week, as they wel
come Melvindale (5-2, 5-1) for Western 
Wayne Athletic Conference action.

Until a week ago, the last time they 
won a league title was in 2004. And they 
were playing in the Michigan Mega Con
ference back then. Their 30-6 victory 
over Garden City in Week 7 ensured 
them at least a share of the WWAC.

Beating the second-place Cardinals 
will give them sole possession of first 
place.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
football, basketball and recruiting in 
metro Detroit for Hometown Life. Do you 
have a story idea? Email him at 
bfolsom(3)hometownlife.com. Follow 
him on Twitter @brandonfolsomj.

Rhino IT S NOT PAINTShield IT’S BETTER

Waterproof and Breathable • BASF Tested and Proven to Last 
• Thicker and Richer than Paint

WE MAKE
EASY.

Th« most hassle-freevwiitv anpivwiiNiii
project you'd «v«r have.
You won’t have to deal 
with a manufacturer or 
chase down an installer.
We manage the entire 
process—from building 
to installation to the 
warranty—on our windows 
and doors.
Andorton is the window 
that every homeowner 
wants. Renewal by 
Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window 
division of Andersen, and 
our window is engineered 
to help save you money 
on your energy bills 
and make your home 
more comfortable.

55^19 other Michigan 
homeowners have 
trusted us. That 
means we understand 
the window and door 
problems in this area 
And our installers are 
true craftsmen who 
will completely and 
thoroughly clean up 
after your upgrade 
is complete.
We won’t try to “sell” 
youon vinyi
Poor-quality vinyl 
windows can discolor, 
leak and warp in just 
a few years, so we 
refuse to sell them.
Our windows Fibrex® 
composite material is 
twice as strong as vinyl.

SAVE $300
on every window1

SAVE $700
on every patio and entry door1

DON'T PAY A THING 
FORI YEAR

$o DOWN

0 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS

0%INTEREST
FORI YEAR!

Minimum purchase of four interest aca.&sfrom t-n date tmt -f pak! m Wi wishs' 12 nwitii

Make your home more secure. Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment

734-335-8036am RENEWAL b/ANDERSEN

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 10/31/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $300 off each window and $700 off each entry/patio 
door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 10/1/2021 
and 10/31/2021 .Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase 
and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all 
interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs 
is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or 
familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the 
service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are 
independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" 
and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LiC. 
All rights reserved.
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AN EXTRA 5%
for senior citizens or military personnel

Stop wasting your time with 
overpriced gutter guards.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job 
is finished and you’re completely 
satisfied.

ft
Lifetime Performance 
Guarantee. We guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing &
Discounts. 20% off all jobs.

End gutter cleaning forever, 
call today for your FREE estimate!

Limited Time Offer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Call for details.

BRING YOUR FLOOR TO LIFE
TruTech Concrete Coatings are not only beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

GARAGE FLOOR PATIO POOL DECK BASEMENTS AND MORE
♦ Easy to keep clean ♦ 100% antibacterial ♦ Formulated for ♦ Slip resistant
♦ Will not chip, peel or fade & antimicrobial ♦ Michigan winters ♦ Endless color options

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

BED PACKAGE T2 
AUDIOVISUAL SYSTEMS

Plymouth-0anton Community Schools is requesting proposals for Audiovisual and Security 
Systems. Bid documents will be available for examination and distribution on or after October 
13, 2021. To obtain documents go to:
Link to project: https://links.pccfikl2.com/BMbidopps
Bid proposals will be received by Plymouth-Canton Community Schools through 
BuildingConnected.com by November 2, 2021 at 11:30 AM local time when they will be 
publicly opened. The District will not open, consider, or accept any bids received after the date 
and time specified.
The Bid Proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized disclosure in comphance 
with MCL 380.127 disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the bidder, or any 
employee of the bidder, and any member of the Board of Education of the school district or 
the Superintendent of the school district. Bid proposals that do not include this sworn and 
notarized disclosure statement will not be considered.
A virtual pre-bid meeting will be held on October 19, 2021 at 10:00 AM at
https://linkfi.pccskl2.com/BMprebidmtg
The meeting is not mandatory.
The Board of Education reserves the right to: reject any or all bid proposals, either in whole or 
in part; waive any informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; accept bid alternates; 
and to award a contract in any manner deemed by the Board of Education, in its sole discretion, 
to be in their best interests.

Publish: October 14 & 21 2021 ___________________________________________ uxxwoaeoza ax.

Plymouth Canton Community Schools 
2020 Bond 

SECTION 00 11 13 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the Plymouth Canton Community Schools, 2020 Bond, BP# HS-2 Plymouth 
High School Natatorium and Multipurpose Room Addition, consisting of:

BP# HS-2 Plymouth High School Natatorium and Multipurpose Room Addition
The School District requests Bids for the above-referenced Project. Bids will be received 
through Building Connected until (1:00) PM on. 10/19/21.

1. All Bids shall be submitted electronically on or before the Due Date through Building 
Connected: https://app.buildingconnected.com/Dublic/5ae227ade0d395000fd24541  
(McCarthy and Smith Plan Room)

2. For instructions on how to submit a Bid please go to the following link: 
https://buildingconnected.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360010222793-How-to-
submit-vour-Bid-through-BuildingConnected-

Bids submitted after the Due Date will not be opened, considered or accepted by the 
School District.
Faxed and/or E-mail Bids will not be accepted by the Board of Education.
Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud and tabulated, beginning at 
approx. (1:00) PM on. 10/19/21. Bid opening will be publicly conducted via a Zoom 
meeting. Information regarding joining the Zoom meeting for all Bidders interested in 
participating is as follows:

https://us02web.zoom.us/i/83186619428

This Bid Package will consist of separate sealed Bids for the following Bid Divisions:

101: Site Excavation/Site UtiUties 
102: Asphalt/Exterior Concrete 
103: Selective Demolition 
104: Concrete Foundations 
105: Concrete Flatwork 
106: Masonry 
107: Steel
108: Carpentry & General Trades
109: Roofing
112: Caulking
113: Hollow Metal & Finish
Hardware
114
115
116 
117

Aluminum Glass & Glazing 
Metal Studs & Drywall 
Hard Tile 
Acoustical Ceilings

118: Carpet & Resihent Flooring
120: Painting
122: Signage
124: Wood Flooring
125: Toilet Partitions
126: Metal Lockers
131: Athletic Equipment
133: Pool and Pool Equipment
136 Telescoping Bleachers
138: Elevator

140: Plumbing 
141: Fire Protection 
142: HVAC 
143: Electrical 
149: Fencing

Bidding documents prepared by TMP Architecture will be available for public inspection 
at the main office of the Construction Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex 
Circle, Farmington Hills, MI 48335; the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, 
Bloomfield Hills; the Builder’s Exchange, Lansing and Washtenaw Contractors Association.

Bidding Documents will be available beginning at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 29, 
2021 via Building Connected.

There will be a Pre-Bid Meeting on Friday, October 1 2021 at 3:30 p.m. at Plymouth 
High School, located at 8400 N Beck Rd, Canton, MI 48187. The purpose of the meeting 
will be to review the Project Bidding Documents & schedule, and to answer any questions 
Bidders may have. Following the meeting, the Bidders will have the opportunity to visit the 
Project site. The pre-Bid meeting is not a mandatory meeting; however, Bidders are strongly 
encouraged to attend. A FACE MASK WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE WORN INSIDE OF 
THE BUILDING DURING THE PRE-BID MEETING.
All Bids must include the following sworn and notarized statements:
- Familial Disclosure Affidavit (Section 004205)
- Iran Linked Business Affidavit (Section 004210)
- Criminal Background Check Affidavit (Section 004220)
The Board of Education will not accept a Bid that does not include these sworn and notarized 
disclosure statements.

Bids shall be submitted electronically into Building Connected. Bid security by a quality 
surety in the form of a Bid bond, cashier check, or certified check in the amount of five percent 
(5%) of the Bid shall be submitted with each Bid, payable to School District, as a guarantee 
that if the Bid is accepted, the School District is secured from loss or damage by reason of the 
withdrawal of the Bid or the failure of the Bidder to enter into a Contract for performance. All 
cashier’s checks must be scanned and submitted electronically through Building Connected by 
the Due Date and be delivered to 454 South Harvey Plymouth, MI 48187 to the attention of 
Deborah J Piesz, within 48 hours of the Due Date. The School District will not consider a Bid 
that does not include a Bid security. Further, the Bidder will execute the Contract, provide the 
required insurance certificate(s) and file the required bonds within ten (10) days after notice of 
award of Contract but prior to Work commencing.

If awarded a Contract, the successful Bidder may be required to furnish a Performance Bond 
and Labor and Material Payment Bond in the amount of 100% of the Contract price.

The School District reserves the right to accept or reject any and all Bids, either in whole or in 
part, to waive any informalities and irregularities therein, or to award the Contract to other 
than the Bidder (s) submitting the best financial Bid (low Bidder), in its sole and absolute 
discretion.

END OF SECTION
Publish: October 3,7,10, & 14,2021 10-0000360177 3*12
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Great BuysII BUYS -cSMMUfa,

mmborly deals...neighborly deals...
Garage-Tag Sale

German Shepherd from the humane society in Ann Arbor at the end of December 2020.
I would like to offer you $12,000.00 for 
returning Tasha to us. I will also cover her umbilical hernia repair if you had the surgery performed.
I was misdiagnosed for asthma therefore leaving the underlying condition 
untreated. (I have since recovered). This led me to believe along with the doctor I had allergies to Tasha and 
Eve. The Allergist/lmmunologist who also misdiagnosed me said the dogs were making my 'asthma' worse.
This is why I brought Tasha and Eve to the Humane Society. So excruciating painful! I later tested negative 
for asthma and properly treated. No words to describe knowing that giving 
up Tasha and Eve was preventable if I was diagnosed properly. This is 
traumatizing. Each provider followed the original doctors misdiagnosis. (Medical records available). I have 
been trying to find Tasha since then.I was planning when Tasha was 1 1/2 
yrs. to have her spayed as well as her 
hernia repair and gastropexy (breed prone to bloat). Also to follow up on her spleen and blood work. Her two 
aunts had splenomegaly (had the spleen removed with treatment) and 
HYPERthyroidism with treatment. The family who adopted Eve returned 
her to us and she offered for you to call her. I will give you her number. We kept the name the family gave 
Eve. We are forever thankful to them.
We love Tasha and Eve very much. 
We would love to have them reunited and playing together again.
My health is back to normal. If it was an issue I certainly would not have taken Eve back nor ask for Tasha. I 
never would have given Tasha and Eve up if I had providers who diag
nosed me correctly.Eve had her gastropexy, blood work 
and spleen exam. We have always taken excellent care of our animals and with vet care.
I hope you will consider my offer of $12,000.00 for Tasha's return. We love 
Tasha and are heartbroken. Please 
share this. Thank you. Please respond to: findshepherds@gmail.com

Milford Garage Sale, 239 Heritage 
Dr., 10/15 & 10/16, Fri/Sat: 10-5, Lots of good stuff, big variety,

Assorted
Items

all kinds of things...
General Merchandise

Donate your used, unwanted clothing 
& household items! We will be filling a truck with your donations for RECYCLE at West Oaks Shopping 
Center in Novi on Saturday Novem
ber 13 from 10am-2pm

Engineering & IT
Senior Engineer - Automotive Structural Performance with Novelis 
in Novi, Ml. Responsible for deeply understanding structural performance of aluminum and hybrid 
automotive structures, and simulation methods to evaluate these. 
Requires: Master's degree or foreign equivalent in Automotive Engineering 
or related engineering field and two (2) years of experience conducting Crash Simulations on automobiles to 
ensure robust structural 
performance. Full term of experience must include Building models for crash analysis using Hypermesh, 
Primer and ANSA; Witnessing actual crash tests, making first sight test 
reports and interacting with Test Engineers to understand and analyze 
test results; and working with vehicle packaging team and other disciplines 
of vehicle performance to explain safety requirements and for design 
tradeoffs. Send resume to Novelis,HR Dept, Attn Job: AK21, 3560 Lenox Road, Suite 2000, Atlanta, GA 30326

We can sell it in 
CLASSIFIED!

Engineering & IT
Tessellate, a Delaware Limited Liability Company in Southfield, Ml 
seeks an Expert Analyst to support the Healthcare Effectiveness 
Data and Information Set (HEDIS) prospective and annual submission data projects by applying data 
analysis via technologies such as SAS, Oracle, SQL server, MsAccess, and MsExcel. Send resume to 
Jacquelyn Va, 200 N. Grand Avenue, Lansing, Ml 48933 or via email at 
Jacquelyn.Va@accidentfund.com.

Transportation

best deal for you...
Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

UW5CI0571980-01

NEW BATHTODAY

313-241-9145
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous Sales Excluded. Good at initial presentation only. 
Financing available from Green Sky LLC for qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 6124. For 
deferred interest plans, interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS $ DAYS!

hoi4e)
SOLUTIONS I

M^KURTIS

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY248-450-6253
(DC

Ml Lie #2102222470
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150
We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

•With the purchase ot cabinet refacing. -New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer includes materials and labor costs. 
Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only.

Offer expires 10/31/2021



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo
SCALEMODELS

ACROSS 53 Zilch 92 Certain 4 George who 46 Passports, 83 Clippers’ org.
1 Bucolic 54 Ugly plants stream of played Sulu e.g. 85 Provocation
9 Break away 55 Stuff oozing particles 5 Singer Rita 47 Rent 86 Ruler’s seat
formally down a trunk 95 N, S, E or W 6 Get decayed 48 The, in Paris 87 WWII

15 Lazes about 56 She sang Til 96 — de mer 7 Touches 49 Area south battle city
20 Out of prison Be Missing 97 Utility bill info down of the Black in France

conditionally You” with 99 Waifish 8 Leave alone Sea 90 Pindar poem
21 Brand of Puff Daddy supermodel 9 Second half 50 Karl with a 91 Frog-to-be

infant formula 60 Skewed view 104 Creator and of a single manifesto 92 Sullied
22 “— vincit 61 Unicycle part star of FX’s 10 — Beso” 51 Zenith reputation

amor” (“Love 62 Trout feature “Atlanta” 11 City about 50 53 Manipulation 93 Yolk's place
conquers all”) 63 go bragh” 110 Wall St miles west of of matter on 94 Business

23 Try to get the 64 Makes taboo hedger Athens a tiny scale card no.
job done 65 Sister chain 111 Remove a 12 Arab leader 57 Satan’s home 98 Slanted

24 The Grass of Marshalls collar from, 13 Casino chips, 58 God of love 99 lota-lambda
Is Singing” 67 Art collector eg- e.g. 59 Liveliness link
novelist who founded 113 Musk of 14 J.R. Ewing’s 60 Satchel, e.g. 100 That’s —

26 Falco of “Oz" a Manhattan SpaceX mother 61 “Eww, no shame”
27 Bonding stuff
29 Peeving
30 O or Elle, e.g.
31 Original host 

of “Who 
Wants to Be 
a Millionaire”

35 In a calm way
37 Bellhop’s 

employer
38 Ultimate
40 Actress 

Hagen
41 They 

suffer for 
what they 
believe in

45 First lady 
who wrote 
“American 
Grown”

52 Self-confident 
declaration

T~

20
23"

museum 
72 Daisy parts
74 Nets or Nats
75 Daily opinion 

page
76 The 

Monkees’
Believer”

79 Since
80 Like lingerie
81 She played

114 Co. transfer
115 Luminaries 

like the eight 
featured in 
this puzzle? 
(hint: look at 
their first few 
letters)

118 Took off on
121 Pacific island 

nation
Kerry Weaver 122 Dubbed
on“EFT

84 Hertz offering
85 Actress 

Keanan of 
“Step by 
Step”

87 Transmitted
88 This plus that
89 George C. 

Scott’s ‘Taps” 
co-star

123 Greatness
124 Some female 

singers
125 Refuges
126 Goes along 

with humbly

DOWN
1 Strength
2 Battery pole
3 Small shoot

15 California 
city near San 
Jose

16 Meditation 
syllables

17 Japanese 
cartoon art

18 Ultimate
19 Drooping 
25 Invested

(with)
28 Funny Tracey
32 Timid
33 favor
34 Old Andean 
36 Eatery bill 
39 Chopping

with an ax
41 Peeve
42 Brazilian 

berry
43 Cloudburst
44 Blasting aid

more!," in 
texts

64 Lazy type
65 Ellington’s 
Take — 
Train”

66 Yoda is one
68 Klutzy type
69 Medication 

for acid reflux
70 Part of LGBT
71 “Fresh Air 

airer
72 Postwar deal
73 Morales of 

the screen
77 Prefix with 

analysis
78 Pallid
80 Put in words
81 Feline sign
82 Occurring 

every year

101 Fastening 
rod with a 
crosspiece

102 Lazy type
103 Bulgarian 

capital
105 Essentials
106 Arrangement
107 Leaf 

features
108 Vote in
109 Roping 

event
112 Being seen 

via the small 
screen

116 Kung — 
shrimp

117 Wallet bill
119 Discharge 

from service, 
informally

120 Wallet bill

26
31

41 42 43 44

52

56
62 ■
72 73
79
84

89

110
115
121

124

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 7024247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
6 1 2 4

3 4
5 6 7

5 3 8
4 9 5
1 8 2

4 8
7 9 5 6

Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 10/14

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric dues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

oivc TO OlfC
Can you find all the words containing ONE? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be In a straight line. Cross them off the Ibt as you find them.

A
N
Y
O

P
F
X
E

R O N E M R 
D E N O O L

N B 
E S
T
G
O
N
E

S
N
D
P
S
R
E
E
N

S E 
O T 
E N

N O 
I R 
O H

GONE 
P H O N 
O N E D 
NOD 
K E R 
F T S

D N O M O R 
R O I J O C 
O I P U O Y 
N L S N C N 
E E E N E R 
U C C O R O

E N O O R C
L A B T F T
A B E N O L
B L E N O L
E L E T O Z
I S M T S E
D C E R E N

M O S I N M M
U O U E T
N H N H N

O N 
E D

O
L
A
O
O
N
O
T
T
E

X T 
H R 
Y A
C
N
O
O
G W 
Y O 
U O

V O O E N
L R T O Y O B
M A P S H O N
R X R E N O S
E E N O R C L
N O C L A F B
E T D E N O T

N N B N 
E 
D 
P 
E 
S 
A

O U 
E H 
I R 
O N 
I J 
S F

ALUMINUM
ANTIMONY
BARIUM
BISMUTH
CADMIUM
CALIFORNIUM
CERIUM
CHROMIUM
COBALT
COPPER
EINSTEINIUM
GOLD
IRIDIUM
IRON
LEAD
LITHIUM
LUTETIUM
MAGNESIUM
MERCURY
MOLYBDENUM
NICKEL
NOBELIUM
OSMIUM
PALLADIUM
PLUTONIUM
RADIUM
RHODIUM
SILVER
STRONTIUM
THORIUM
TIN
TUNGSTEN
URANIUM
VANADIUM
ZINC
ZIRCONIUM
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Your job search ends here...

FINDING WORK 
SHOULDN’T BE WORK.

POWERED BYZipRecruiter
Get started by visitingjobs.usatoday.com
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