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Owner: Razing 132-year-old downtown Plymouth structure fan option'
Ed Wright
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plymouth preservationists can let 
out a sigh of relief — at least for the mo
ment — when it comes to the future of 
the 132-year-old structure at 711W. Ann 
Arbor Trail, located within a stone's

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

They can tell you stories all day — 
literally.

Their cycling adventures over the 
last 50 years have taken them around 
the Mitten State, and they've encoun-

throw of Kellogg Park.
In August, Joseph Koch, the build

ing's owner since 1999 and a former Ply
mouth mayor, submitted an application 
to the city's Historic District Commis
sion seeking permission to have the 
structure razed, explaining in a letter at
tached to the application that, "the val
ue of the property would increase tre

tered plenty of novelty along the way. 
They'll tell you about extreme weather, 
hitchhiking and the kindness of so 
many strangers.

It's part of what's kept them close 
all these years.

"We haven’t come away from one 
trip without stories," said Pat Foley, 
who lives in Hamburg.

mendously if the building were removed 
and the site was developed to a higher 
and best use."

Days before the commission was 
scheduled to discuss the application at 
its Sept. 1 meeting, Koch asked to have 
the matter postponed until October.

"Razing the building has always been 
just one of a few options," Koch told

Foley and brothers Dan and Dale 
Robert grew up in Westland and have 
known each other since they were 9 
years old. They all graduated from 
Churchill High School, part of Livonia 
Public Schools, and have remained 
friends throughout their lives. They're

See BIKING, Page 2A

Hometown Life. "I'm taking more time 
to look at all of my options. I may even 
ask to have it postponed beyond the Oc
tober meeting. And even if I'm given the 
green light to raze the building, it 
doesn't necessarily mean I will."

Koch said his first choice was to reno-

See HISTORIC, Page 2A

Canton's 'Picnic in 
the Park' will 
feature fireworks, 
food, live music
Ed Wright
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As dusk turns to darkness on Sept. 24, 
full-fledged fireworks will explode over 
Canton Township for the first time in over 
26 months.

Canton's Leisure Services staff has or
ganized "Picnic in the Park", a micro-ver
sion of the township's annual June Liber
ty Fest. The event, set for 5-9 p.m. on Fri
day, Sept. 24 at Heritage Park, will feature 
live music, mouth-watering food and a 
first-class, night-capping fireworks dis
play.

Leisure Services Deputy Director Jon
athan Lafever cautioned residents not to 
expect a Liberty Fest-type extravaganza, 
but the four hours should be packed with 
some fun-generating activities, he said.

'We've lined up live entertainment for 
the amphitheater, we're lining up as many 
food trucks as possible, and we know the 
community wants and deserves a fire
works show, which we will deliver," Lafev
er said. "It's kind of a unique time of the 
year to hold a fireworks show, so it will 
have a different kind of feeling. But the 
fireworks will be as big and spectacular as 
the ones people see during Liberty Fest."

"Picnic in the Park" is a one-year deal, 
said Lafever, who is expecting Liberty 
Fest to return to its pre-pandemic great
ness in 2022.

"There was a lot we had to consider 
while planning 'Picnic in the Park'; we had 
to go over the calendar a few times and 
look at a lot of variables," Lafever said. 
"For instance, the site where they shoot 
off the fireworks is close to Pheasant Run 
Golf Course, so we had to make sure there 
were no big outings scheduled for the 
24th.

'We also looked at what was going on 
locally and regionally with high school 
and college sports and try to select a night 
that would be the most conducive for the 
event. We're looking forward to a fun, en
tertaining evening."

There will be no carnival-style rides,

See PICNIC, Page 2A

North Farmington seniors carry on wacky student ID tradition
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The students of North Farmington 
High School's class of 2022 are taking 
part in one of their school's most be
loved traditions.

Every year, seniors at North Far

mington go all out for their student ID 
photos, dressing up as characters from 
movies and television or celebrities.

Students head to Twitter to post 
photos of their student ID cards and 
the people or characters their looks are 
based on. In previous years, the posts 
have trended online and garnered na
tional attention.

Most of this year's participants can 
be found by searching #NFID22 on 
Twitter.

Here are a few of our favorite ID 
photos this year:

.... Megan 
• Walter White

See IDS, Page 2A

Longtime friends recreate 
biking trek from their youth

Twins Dan, left, and Dale Roberts go over a map of the state of Michigan to trace some of their recent bike trips with 
friend Pat Foley, john heider/hometownlife.com
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A North Farmington student dressed 
as the Fresh Prince for his senior ID 
photo. SHELBY
TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

IDs
Continued from Page 1A

The heir to the Tipton fortune
• The second-most annoying "Gos

sip Girl" character
If you're wondering who the most 

annoying is; it's Jenny Humphrey.
The Fresh Prince
• A serial fish killer
• Someone who definitely won't be 

joining your dumb a capella group
• The world's best babysitter
• The village matchmaker
• "All I'm getting is coffee, and it's 

not even for me."
Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 

at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Picnic
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Lafever added.
Attendees will be expected to follow 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 
Michigan Department of Health and Hu
man Services (MDHHS) guidelines that 
may be in place at the time of this event.

Spectators are also encouraged to 
bring blankets and lawn chairs to ensure 
that every guest can enjoy this outdoor 
community celebration.

The township is welcoming vendors or 
community groups interested in applying 
to have a presence at the event. Booth 
space fees are $35 for non-profit organi
zations and $95 for businesses.

Each vendor/group must supply their 
own canopy, tables and chairs within a 10- 
feet-by-10-feet self-contained booth 
space. Limited vendor booths are avail
able with no access to electricity. The on
line application deadline is Sept. 21, with 
spaces filled on a first-come, first-served 
formata.

The roster of entertainers includes the 
Packin' Heat Band, a professional nine- 
piece band that performs a variety of mu
sic, from Motown to the latest dance- 
chart tunes; and Killer Flamingos, a Dear- 
bom-based pop rock band.

Fireworks are expected to begin at 8 
p.m.

Eateries that have committed to attend 
include Great Lakes Confections, Impas- 
to, Maraschinos Pub and PizzaPazza.
A beer and wine garden will also be 

available within the amphitheater area on 
the south side of Heritage Park for indi
viduals 21 and older.
A convenient Uber, Lyft, parent drop

off/pick-off spot has been designated on 
Civic Center Boulevard in front of the 
Canton Public Library’s main entrance.

All event welcome booths will also fea
ture children's wristbands that can be 
filled out to include their parents’ contact 
details, in case they become separated.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eaw- 
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375-1113.
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A home at 711 Ann Arbor Trail in Plymouth, john heider/hometownlife.com

Historic
Continued from Page 1A

vate the second story of the two-story 
building into a condominium and 
leave the first floor as the site of his 
wealth-management business.

"However, the cost of simply adding 
fireproofing to the second story — a re
quirement when you combine residen
tial with retail — was $200,000," Koch 
said. "I reached a point where I asked 
myself, 'Would it be in my best interest 
to have the building taken down for 
$25,000 and construct a new build
ing?' The increase in tax revenue to the 
city would be significant if I built a 
three- or four-story building — it could 
be as high as 50 feet, I believe — that 
included retail and condominiums.

"As far as the historic nature of the 
building, I understand that it was built 
in the 1880s, but its exterior has been 
altered several times (since 1889) and 
it no longer resembles the structure it 
was back in the 1920s when Dr. (Lu
ther) Peck lived and worked in the 
building. I love Plymouth and I'm look
ing at all of my options to do what is 
best for myself and the community."

Immediate pushback

The application seeking to raze the 
Tudor Revival style structure — re
gardless of its current exterior renova
tions — generated immediate push- 
back from the city's preservation com
munity.

"I've been a Plymouth resident for 21 
years, and have seen so many original 
beautiful buildings torn down for 
nothing other than personal prefer
ence," Kathy Wyrwas said. "History 
and taking care of things gives a place 
it's character. It's maddening when 
outsiders come in and disregard that."

The Plymouth Preservation Net
work, which shared the Sept. 1 meet
ing's Zoom information on its Face- 
book page, is also concerned with the 
possible loss of a landmark structure

that sits just across the street from 
Kellogg Park.

"Plymouth needs to stop viewing 
historic buildings as obstacles and see 
them for the community assets that 
they truly are," a member of the Ply
mouth Preservation Network said in a 
Facebook message to Hometown Life.

Information provided by the group 
said the structure, originally built by 
Charles Miller, is best known for serv
ing as the residence and office of Dr. 
Peck, who was born in 1880 and move 
to Plymouth in 1904.

Peck originally lived in a wooded 
home directly across Deer Street in a 
space that is now a public parking lot 
and purchased the 711 W. Ann Arbor 
Trail property in 1920.

According to zillow.com, the 3,535- 
square-foot building has an 2021 as
sessed value of $1.2 million.

"The people who demolish these 
historic houses are killing the charac
ter of the city," Plymouth resident Pat
rick Gietzen said. "I'm not saying that 
some shouldn't come down; there are 
old homes that are in bad shape. But 
the ones worth saving — like the one at 
711W. Ann Arbor Trail — shouldn't be

demolished because once they’re 
gone, there's no bringing them back."

Because the structure is located 
within Plymouth's Historic District, 
any renovation or demolition of the 
building must be approved by the His
toric District Commission.

Koch said he recently listed the 
property for sale and found an inter
ested buyer, but the agreement fell 
apart when the prospective buyer 
could not secure a liquor license.

"Ultimately, I want to find a best- 
use scenario for the property," said 
Koch. "One of the options is having it 
razed, which is why I submitted the 
application before I know 100% that 
I'm going to have it razed. I've invested 
a lot of money into this property and 
it's my right to have it developed, if I 
choose, to its highest and best use."

Koch said that while he has the ut
most respect for the city's historic- 
minded community, pushback from 
preservationists did not factor into his 
request for a postponement on the raz
ing application.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eaw- 
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375- 
1113.

An 1971 article from the Wayne's The Daily Eagle from when the cycling buddies 
first conceived of a long distance bike ride, john heider/hometownlife.com

Pat Foley, who lives in Hamburg, gets his bike off his car's rack, john 
HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Biking
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all 67 years old now.
Cycling has long been a shared hob

by. As teens, they'd bike 14 miles to a 
lake in Plymouth for a swim or 15 miles 
to a camping shop in Farmington to 
ogle at equipment they couldn't afford.

Eventually, they decided to go far
ther, So they planned a trip cycling to 
Grand Marais in 1971, an Upper Penin
sula town near Pictured Rocks on the 
southern coast of Lake Superior, as 17- 
year-olds along with friend Mike Fair- 
baim. The trip was roughly 1,200 miles 
and took three weeks.

"My mom was kind of against it," 
Dale Roberts, who still lives in West- 
land, said. "We said we graduated that 
next year and could get drafted into 
Vietnam. So, then they kind of said we 
were right."

They hiked from Westland and up 
the middle of the Mitten to Grand Ma
rais. On the way back, they traveled 
down the western side of the state 
through towns like Charlevoix and 
Traverse City. The only time they we
ren't on bicycles was when they need
ed to catch a ride over Mighty Mac, 
which doesn't allow bike or foot traffic.

"We look back and think how in the 
hell did we do that?" Foley said.

They've kept those cycling trips up 
throughout the years — a lull came in 
their 30s and 40s while they raised 
families — and decided to recreate that 
first big trip this summer. Fairbaim, 
who is still in touch with the group, 
couldn't make it.

"What was different about this was 
it was the 50th," Dale Robert said. 
"We’ve done these trips all along, but 
this time we wanted to get back up to 
Grand Marais like we did 50 years ago."

The trip was different this time — 
they drove to the Upper Peninsula and 
hiked 220 miles instead of riding the 
whole 1,200. They had better gear and 
more "comforts," too than they did at 
17.

But it created time to reminisce. 
Dale Robert says they spoke for hours 
on the trails about previous trips, like 
the one time they got caught in a torna
do. They had been asleep on a football 
field on a guided trip.

"Tornado sirens start going off, but 
we decided to stay," Foley said. "It was 
scary. The tent blew down on us, so 
we’re holding onto the tent."

Or there's the time Foley and Dan 
Robert had an interesting hitchhiking 
experience. Dan Robert ran into Fo
ley's bike, and they needed to head 
into a bigger city for repairs.

"An old lady picked us up," Foley 
said. "We’re in the backseat and she’s

(

asking about us. I go, 'Aren’t you wor
ried about picking up hitchhikers, 
ma’am?' She reaches under her seat 
and goes, 'No, I hitchhiked when I was 
a little girl and I carry Bessy around 
with me.' She’s waving around this pis
tol and now we’re the ones who are 
worried."

It's those novel encounters that 
keep them on their toes and create a 
sense of adventure during every trip. 
They've encountered plenty of kind
ness along the way, too. The three have 
so many stories of free lodging, beer,

pizza and coffee. They joke that Yoop- 
ers never make them pay for beer.

"You never know what’s going to 
happen," Dan Robert, who lives in Li
vonia, said. "That’s part of the fun."

But it's the break from reality, the 
sense of exploration, they love the 
most. Dale Robert said it's as simple as 
that.

"It’s just adventure.”
Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 

at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@ shelby_tankk.
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Australia wildfires inspired an ArtPrize 2021 dream come true

Michelle Middleton, a New Hudson artist, with her needle felt sculpture, 'Finding 
Peace,' an entry in ArtPrize. The sculpture of a koala and baby kangaroo 
embracing in the hands of God after the Australian wildfires, will be on display 
from Sept. 16-Oct. 3 in Grand Rapids as part of the international art competition.
COURTESY OF MICHELLE MIDDLETON

Susan Bromley
Hometownlrfe.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Michelle Middleton watched help
lessly last year as wildfires ravaged Aus
tralia, killing or displacing millions of 
animals, including the Outback’s be
loved koalas and kangaroos.

At home in New Hudson, she de
spaired over the crisis across the world, 
and then took matters into her own 
hands in the form of a needle.

“I couldn’t take it anymore — it was 
breaking my heart and I needed to cre
ate something to feel better,” Middleton 
said. “I find solace in art, it gives me 
peace in my heart and an outlet to ex
press myself.”

Over the course of the next five 
months, she sculpted a unique, remark
able, and emotionally inspired work of 
art using a felt needle and wool. The 3- 
dimensional piece depicts a koala and a 
baby kangaroo embracing amid a black
ened Australian landscape, atop a cloud 
and held in the hands of God.

The artwork titled "Finding Peace" 
has been selected for ArtPrize, an inter
national art competition, and will be on 
display Sept. 16-Oct. 3 at Arktos Mead- 
ery in Grand Rapids. Entries in the com
petition vie for more than $200,000 in 
cash prizes.

Venues choose the artists whom they 
want to host, and artwork will be all over 
the city, in bars, restaurants, hotels, mu
seums, as well as outdoors in parks, on 
sidewalks, on bridges, even in public 
waterways. Multiple venues vied to dis
play "Finding Peace" in this year's Art- 
Prize, a dream come true for Middleton, 
who has worked as a hair stylist for 
more than three decades.

Middleton’s father discouraged her 
from pursuing art as a career, despite an 
aptitude she showed for it in high 
school, as she said he wanted her to 
avoid becoming a “starving artist.” In
stead, she went to cosmetology school 
and was soon doing so well as a hair
dresser, its own kind of art, that she set 
aside pursuing a possible degree in 
computer aided design or fine arts.

She kept art on the backburner as a 
hobby, including painting, ceramics and 
sculpture. About a decade ago, she add
ed a new art to her repertoire—needle 
felting. The craft involves jabbing a nee
dle with tiny barbs on it into wool, which

also has tiny barbs, in order to felt the 
two together.

“Wool actually breathes,” she ex
plained. “The more you jab it together, 
the tighter it gets. You can get it so it’s 
really airy or so that it is so hard and sol
id that it can hardly be penetrated.”

Middleton originally got into needle 
sculpting when she was looking for a 
way to memorialize her pet dog she had 
lost. Soon, she was making needle felt 
sculptures as memorials for other peo
ple’s pets and had enough interest that 
three years ago, she started her own 
business, The Felted Wooly, LLC. She 
even works fur from pets into some 
sculptures.

“Some people think it’s creepy, some 
people think it’s beautiful,” she said. 
“It’s art, everyone has their own opin
ions.”

Middleton has been busy with com
missioned works from The Felted Woo
ly, as well as her full-time job as owner 
of The Cutting Edge Hair Color Studio at 
Abbey Park and an occasional instruc
tor at the Suzanne Haskew Arts Center 
in Milford. Now she is looking forward to 
her next act as an ArtPrize artist. On 
Sept. 24 and 25, she will experience it all 
for the first time as not only a visitor, but 
an artist who has contributed.

She is offering "Finding Peace" for 
sale, too, with a price tag of $15,200. If it 
sells, it will sell at a price she feels is fair 
for how special it is to her, and if not, 
that's OK.

"Art is all about expression, giving 
emotion and feeling," Middleton said. 
"If I could make something to make me 
feel better, it could make other people 
feel better. When I am doing jny art, it's 
my relaxation time. I don’t have to con
centrate on what is going on in today’s 
news, bad stuff or good stuff, I am just 
concentrating on my art — it’s my zen."

Learn more at artprize.org.

Other entries

Artists with local connections taking 
part in ArtPrize 2021 include:

Melissa Machnee, who teaches weld
ing and metal sculpture at Schoolcraft 
Community College, entered Be Love 
More, a 3D sculpture inspired by the 
Black Lives Matter movement. The work 
appears at First (Park) Congregational 
Church.

Westland native Kelly Agius entered 
Foot Apparatus Design I and II, a 2D 
work using graphite on paper. Her work 
appears at 250 Monroe.

Kevin Macfarlane of Northville began

'Finding Peace,' a needle felt sculpture 
by Michelle Middleton, depicts a koala 
and kangaroo in the hands of God after 
the Australian wildfires, courtesy of
MICHELLE MIDDLETON

paining in 2018 after a career in engi
neering. His work Bad Lands - T. Roose
velt Nat'l Park is a 2D oil painting on 
canvas. It is showing at First (Park) Con
gregational Church.

John Merigian, a Cranbrook gradu
ate, entered Man Who Walks into the 
show, a 13-foot tall welded corten sculp
ture showing at Gerald R. Ford Federal 
Building U.S. Courthouse.

Jim Craven of Canton, a self-taught 
sculptor entered Boutique Sculpture 
Garden #1, an art installation showing at 
the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Mu
seum.
Megan Citrine LaCroix just opened 

her first location in June at The Village 
Arts Factory in Canton. Her entry Sym
biosis, an acrylic painting on canvas, is 
showing at Water Colors Aquarium Gal
lery.

Virginia LaMont Naegeli of Franklin 
is showing Catharine's Silk Poppy, a silk 
painting, at Sandy Point Beach House.

Photographer John Sobczak of Bir
mingham entered Temps lie' (connect
ed movement) in ArtPrize. The work is 
showing at Devos Place.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517- 
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter 
@SusanBromleylO.

EVENTS! PAYING OUT IVIILLIONS FOR COINS 
PRE-197D & COLLECTIBLES _

BUYING ALL FORMS 
OF GOLD & SILVER

^ EXPERTS ON-SITE 
BUYING AND EVALUATING 

YOUR ITS MS! FREE 
^ _ ADMISSION! -

SHOW INFO
5 DAYS ONLY!!
PREMIER GSC IS BUYING 
& EVALUATING THESE 

ITEMS & MORE
WHEN:
SEPTEMBER 21 ST THRU SEPTEMBER 25TH
TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM-6PM
SATURDAY 10AM-3PM ftmnn 4 COVID compliant-- :---------  1-oji-l evaluations
WHEN:
COMFORT SUITES - CANTON
5730 N HAGGERTY RD 
Off 275/Ford Road 
(Across from IKEA/Behind Bob Evans)

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

METAL TOYS
TIN TOYS/OLD BANKS/CAP GUNS/BB GUNS/ 

LIONEL BUDDY L/TONKA/MARX TOYS

BRING IN YOUR
• Broken Gold Chains and 

Jewelry
• Gold Ring Settings
• Mismatched Earrings

MORGAN DOLLAR 
UP TO $100,000*

ROOSEVELT DIME 
1964 & OLDER

MERCURY DIME 
UP TO $3,400*

FRANKLIN HALF 
DOLLARUP UP TO $3,200*

WALKING LIBERTY HALF DOLLAR WASHINGTON QUARTERHALF
UP TO $4,600* 964 & OLDER UP TO $600*

| KENNEDY HALF DOLLAR PRE. 
1970 UP TO $400*

BARBER COINS
UP TO $8,175*

LIBERTY NICKEL 
UP TO $4,500*

WHEAT PENNIES 
UP TO $3,500*

BUFFALO NICKEL
UP TO $4,200*

GOLD COINS 
UP TO $300,000*

PAPER CURRENCY
UP TO $7,500*

STERLING FLATWARE, WRIST & POCKET WATCHES
TEA SETS & SILVER JEWELRY ROLEX, PATEK PHILIPPE, BREITLING, ELGIN, HAMILTIONTION, LONGINES, 

UP TO $20,000* (RUNNING OR BROKEN*) WALTHAM, 0MEGA& MORE (RUNNING OR BROKEN*)

SILVER DOLLARS
UP TO $7,500*

COMICS MENSMENS & WOMEN’S CLASS RINGS
UP TO $500* GOLD COINS U.S. & FOREIGN

UP TO $300,000*

WAR MEMORABILIA

llll

CLOCKS GUITARS, AMPS, BANJOS & MORE! GRADED COINS & C0MMEM0RATIVES
TIN SWORDS, DAGGERS, KNIVES, HELMENTS, ATOMS, LECOULTRE, CHELSEA, CARTIER,
ANTIQUE FIREARMS, MEDALS, FLAGS & MORE 

-UP TO $50,000

Class Rings
Gold Bracelets
Mens & Womens Gold Rings
Sterling Silverware Pieces
Charms
Pendants & Dental Gold!

TIFFANY & MORE
ATOMS, • MARTIN • GIBSON • FENDER 

GRETSCH & MANY OTHERS UP TO $125,000*

WE ALSO PURCHASE
Vintage Musical Instruments • Sterling Silver Tea Sets 

• Diamonds • Platinum Jewelry • Antique Toys • Comic Books 
• Vintage Advertisements • Dental Gold • Costume Jewelry 

•Buying All Foreign Coins • Sports Memorabilia • Pocket Knives 
•Coca-Cola Memorabilia • Candlestick Holders • Zippo Lighters 

And More, Much More!

UP TO $150,000*

HOME
APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE 
for larger 

collections.



4A I SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 I O & E MEDIA (cp)

New mixed-use development planned 
in Birmingham's Rail District
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Massive changes are coming to Bir
mingham's Rail District.

After the plans to close the Big Rock 
Chophouse on Eton south of Maple 
were announced earlier this month, 
the new plans for the site recently saw 
one of its first reviews by the city.

The plans call for a new, mixed-use 
development near 325 S. Eton on the 
site near the restaurant and the Re
serve banquet center, though the res
taurant building will remain. The for
mer Grand Trunk Western Railroad 
Birmingham Depot train station is on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
and cannot be tom down.

"The train station is a crown jewel. 
It's a historic building," said Victor Sa- 
roki of Birmingham-based Saroki Ar
chitecture who is working on the pro
ject. "It's going to remain."

The plans were recently brought 
before the Birmingham Planning 
Board during its regular meeting held 
Sept. 9 at Birmingham City Hall. The 
planning board recommended both 
the community impact study and the 
preliminary site plan during its meet
ing, moving the project forward.

The new building would sit on the 
site of the Reserve and would consist 
of a four-story mixed use building with 
commercial space on the first floor and 
50 residential units total. The units 
would be smaller than some of the oth
er residential units in the Rail District, 
being closer to 700 square feet.

Saroki said he's seen more demand 
for smaller rental units such as the 
ones they plan to build, receiving re
quests from potential tenants looking 
for smaller spaces to only find they did 
not have any in any of the nearby prop
erties.

"This is an exciting part of town. We 
want to make it more approachable," 
he said. "And we're seeing a need for 
it."

While the new building will expand 
their reach of residential units, Saroki 
said it was important for the new 
building to have its own character.

That's why the new structure will 
have a slightly different look and feel to

A major redevelopment is under 
consideration at the site of 
Birmingham's Big Rock Chop House 
at 325 S. Eton in the city's rail district.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

it compared to the other ones nearby in 
the Rail District.

"We didn't want to just do another 
District Lofts building," Saroki said. 
"We want it to be a companion build
ing, a sister building, but not just an
other District Lofts building."

The meeting took place a day after it 
was announced that Big Rock Chop- 
house — which has operated since it 
changed names from Norm's Eton 
Street Station in 1997 by owners Norm 
and Bonnie LePage — would close by 
the end of the year.

Few comments regarding the pro
ject were offered by planning board 
members, though Chairman Scott 
Clein did praise the project before the 
vote on the preliminary site plan.

He said he believed the proposed 
use will fit that part of Birmingham 
well.

"I think I'm probably going to speak 
for the board when I say this is a beau
tiful submittal. (I) really thank you for 
the detail that was placed into this and 
the hard work," he said. "I think the use 
is just more appropriate than the Re
serve, and as much as I love the Re
serve and I thought it was really well 
done, it makes more sense."

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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Sheriff: State Rep. 
Jewell Jones brought 
handcuff key into jail
Kayla Daugherty
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

State Rep. Jewell Jones, D-Inskter, 
was charged with two felonies after 
prosecutors allege he brought a hand
cuff key into the Livingston County 
Jail following his court hearing Tues
day afternoon.

"Allegations in this matter allege the 
Defendant taping a handcuff*key to the 
bottom of his foot with clear tape and 
was found by Livingston County Cor
rections Officers upon his incarcera
tion," Livingston County Chief Assis
tant Prosecuting Attorney Carolyn 
Henry wrote in a bond recommenda
tion form. Jones was charged with one 
count each of bringing a weapon into a 
jail and escape waiting a felony trial.

Jones was charged with one count 
each of bringing a weapon into a jail 
and escape waiting trial for a felony.

Jones was handcuffed and trans
ported to the jail Tuesday afternoon 
after Livingston County Judge Mi
chael Hatty revoked Jones' bond after 
Jones pleaded guilty to his third bond 
violation.
He was out on bond after being 

charged with drunken driving stem
ming from an April 6 incident in Fow- 
lerville.

Jones is also charged with posses
sion of a weapon while under the influ
ence of alcohol, reckless driving and 
four counts of resisting and obstruct
ing a police officer.

"He realizes the seriousness of the 
allegations," Byron Nolan, one of 
Jones' attorney, said during the ar
raignment.

Henry asked for a high cash or sure
ty bond citing Jones' bond violation.

"He has shown this court that he is 
not going to follow terms of bond set by 
this court," she said. "He has shown to 
the court, through his actions, that he 
will lie to the court and he will continue 
to do whatever he wants."

Livingston County Magistrate Jerry 
Sherwood set Jones' bond at $100,000 
cash or surety.

Sherwood also ordered Jones to 
surrender any police items such as a 
handcuff key, baton and pepper spray.

"This guy is a piece of work. He truly 
believes that he doesn’t have to follow 
the judge's orders, doesn’t have to fol
low rules," Livingston County Sheriff 
Michael Murphy said. "He’s the reason 
that politicians and elected officials 
get the bad rap."

Murphy said there is no general rule 
for when those in custody may be 
handcuffed and he is not sure why 
Jones brought the key with him.

"You could run through unlimited

Attorney Ali Hammoud, left, 
represents State Rep. Jewell Jones in 
court Tuesday for a third bond 
violation. Judge Michael Hatty 
revoked Jones’ bond and sent him to 
jail. Upon entering jail, officials said 
they found a handcuff key on Jones. 
A report was made and forwarded to 
the prosecutor’s office, gillis 
BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

possibilities," he said. "At the end of 
the day, folks are handcuffed to and 
from a facility. If someone has a hand
cuff key, that’s a bad day for us."

Prosecutors filed a motion to revoke 
Jones' bond earlier this month after he 
tested positive for alcohol three times 
on Sept. 3.

His alcohol tether indicated a trans- 
dermal alcohol concentration level of 
0.023 at 12:59 p.m., 0.023 at 4:37 p.m. 
and 0.022 at 7:09 p.m. on Sept. 3, ac
cording to court records.

Jones attempted to tamper with his 
tether by putting a sock fully under
neath the tether on Sept. 6, Livingston 
County Assistant Prosecutor Christina 
Richards said Tuesday.
He pleaded guilty to two previous 

bond violations since charges were 
filed in April.

In June, Jones pleaded guilty to a 
bond violation after leaving military 
training without notifying his attorney 
or court officials.

Livingston County District Court 
Judge Daniel Bain ordered Jones to 
have an alcohol monitor placed on his 
ankle following the first violation.

Jones failed to pay the July 8 invoice 
for the device, Emily Shelton, a Living
ston County probation officer, said 
during a second bond violation hear
ing.

At that hearing, Hatty ordered 
Jones to pay a $1,000 fine.

Jones is scheduled to appear in 
front of Hatty for a pretrial hearing on 
Friday.

Contact Kayla Daugherty at 517- 
552-2848 or kdaugherty@gan- 
nett.com. Follow her on Twitter @Kay- 
Daugherty92

Church Mice goes into hiding for 
pandemic, comes back with first album
Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

When the pandemic wiped clean a 
schedule of Church Mice gigs, vocalist 
Christian Thompson coped by turning 
to his music.

Once he and the other Church Mice 
felt safe, the rock band reunited in the 
recording studio, producing “Flying,” its 
first album of six songs.

“Some of that material was in place 
before the pandemic, but the time off al
lowed us to sort of develop it more thor
oughly,” Thompson, a 1987 Birmingham 
Seaholm graduate, said. “Everybody 
needed something to divert their atten
tion away from this ominous cloud that 
was over us.”

Thompson said the pandemic cer
tainly pushed his musicianship toward 
new depths.

“It almost pushed us in a direction 
even more," he said. "Like...Man! Life is 
short. Life is precious and any one of us 
could get sick and be gone, God forbid.

“I do think that it helped in some 
ways foster some creativity, foster com
ing back together, finding a way to come 
out of the shadows back together into 
some sense of normalcy.”

Church Mice is composed of long
time friends Thompson and guitarist 
Bill Solomonson, who have been playing 
together since their Seaholm days. 
There’s also bassist Bryan Frink, a Bir
mingham Groves graduate; drummer 
Jason Gittinger, and keyboardist Rob 
Dawson. With Church Mice and other 
bands, they have been playing for years.

Also united by ties to Kensington 
Church, some of them departed from 
the church on somewhat sour notes. 
That led to their Church Mice moniker.

“I wanted to lampoon that church 
band concept,” Thompson acknowl
edged. “Actually that church band is 
what brought my level of musicianship 
up considerably from where it was.

“It’s just a little bit of a twist and a 
lampooning. We were the church band 
and now we’re not the church band. 
We’re kind of like the little mice that get 
the crumbs.”

The crumbs can’t be bad if Spotify 
and other streaming services are play
ing Church Mice music. The band also is 
back to performing gigs, rocking on 
stage at the recent Soaring Eagle Arts, 
Beats & Eats in Royal Oak.

“The crowd was very much more at
tuned to the music than in previous 
years,” claimed Thompson, adding that 
the band’s crowd was about 50% larger 
than in previous years. “I had multiple 
people approach and speak to me after - 
all very appreciative and effusive with 
praise.

“From an artist standpoint, I was told 
multiple times by longtime fans and 
music-loving friends that this was the 
best Church Mice has ever sounded. (It) 
felt pretty nice to hear that from such 
discerning and often constructively 
critical folks.”
A new song should appear this fall. 

More are likely to follow.
Contact reporter Susan Vela at 

svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susanvela
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FREE Installation*
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CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!
(313) 466-6126
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Plymouth-Canton Schools' new custodial firm struggling with staffing

Custodial staffing has been an issue in the Plymouth-Canton schools with less 
than half of the jobs filled to start the school year. Brian powers/the register

Ed Wright
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Just 10 weeks into its tenure as Ply
mouth-Canton Community Schools' 
custodial firm, ABM Industry Group is 
earning an incomplete grade from the 
district's board of education.

Board of Education Treasurer Patrick 
Kehoe said during the Sept. 14 board of 
education meeting that he was "flabber
gasted" by the revelation that ABM's 
dedicated staff for the school district 
was just 49 — less than half of the ex
pected staffing level of 104.
ABM was hired by the district to re

place Grand Rapids Building Services, 
whose contract expired June 30.

"I appreciate the challenges you're 
having (with labor shortages), but I'm 
really concerned by this," Kehoe said. 
"Looking back at data we've received 
over the past three months, you had 37 
(employees) on July 23,41 on July 30,42 
on Aug. 6 and last Friday (Sept. 10) it was 
42. It doesn't seem like we're making 
much progress.

"One of the things you talked about 
when we signed a contract (with ABM) 
was your vaunted hiring process and 
your ability to bring people in and meet 
the district's needs. Right now we're be
low 50% staffing. I'm flabbergasted."
ABM Vice President Eric Hudgens 

said his company is experiencing labor 
shortages throughout the country, es
pecially in Michigan and Illinois.

"I'm having heart palpitations be
cause of our current staffing chal
lenges," Hudgens said, responding to 
Kehoe's remarks. "We're doing every
thing in our power to attract workers, in
cluding raising employees' wages, tri
pling the size of our internal recruiting 
organization. We're not going to make 
any excuses. This is an unprecedented 
time in our industry."

Hudgens shared a trace of optimism, 
noting that the number of job applica
tions were on the rise since the federal 
government's unemployment supple
mented benefits expired on Sept. 4.

Hudgens said ABM's struggles to 
raise staffing levels are multi-faceted.

"For us, pay is always an issue; we're 
on the lower end of the scale," he said. 
"Transportation is certainly a challenge 
as well, and we're looking at ride-share 
programs to address this. When you

look at the demographics of our employ
ees, a lot of them are related and com
mute together. If one leaves (the compa
ny), they all leave. This is a very sensi
tive issue to us.

"And, honestly, being a K-12 custodi
an is just not an appealing job for folks. 
Trust me, we're pulling.out all the stops 
(to attract more cleaners)."

Hudgens said the legalization of mar
ijuana in Michigan is proving to be a hir
ing issue as well for ABM.

"We get a number of applicants who 
don't pass the drug screening," he said.
A system has been set up, Hudgens 

said, that allows Plymouth-Canton 
teachers to fill out a Google doc to let 
ABM know of missed cleaning tasks.

Board of Education President Patti 
McCoin echoed Kehoe's concerns.

"I can't say I'm not disappointed be
cause when you came to us for the con
tract, we were kind of assured you'd be 
able to meet the district's staffing re
quirements," McCoin said. "What con
cerns me is that these are schools filled 
with children and teachers, and clean
ing isn't going to get done.

"What also concerns me is that 
teachers are going to ... lose the motiva
tion to complete a Google doc day after 
day for missed cleaning tasks because 
they're getting tired. They have 45 other

things to do before the students come in 
in the morning and they're going to run 
out of time. This is going to snowball. 
I'm already getting emails from teachers 
for missed cleaning tasks. This is be
coming a huge, huge problem."
ABM reported there are 22 potential 

employees currently enrolled in a train
ing program.

"We need to see that get up to 40-

something or 50 by the end of the 
month," Hudgens acknowledged.

Troy, Michigan-based ABM, which 
signed a three-year contract with two 
one-year renewals with the school dis
trict, will deliver another update to the 
district on Sept. 23.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eaw- 
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375- 
1113.
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Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php Anne Tar bell Krom Melinda “Mindy” (Guleff) Smith

Amy Romanza Juntunen
LIVONIA - Amy Romanza Juntunen, 86, a 53- 

year resident of Livonia, passed away June 26,2021 
due to congestive heart failure. Married to the late 
Wallace G. Juntunen for over 66 years, Amy”Ro” 
was born January 11,1935, Grove Oak, Al. Daughter 
of Margaret and General Brandenburg, elder sister 
of John (Dottie) Brandenburg, Sally Brandenburg,
Louise (late Homer) Bishop. The family moved to 
Michigan in her early years where she attended 
Clinton- a one room schoolhouse in Oak Park, 
then Berkley High School, graduating class of 1953.
Wonderful Mother to Elizabeth (late Clarence)

Charest, Judith (late John) House, Alan Juntunen, and Douglas Juntunen. 
Grandmother to Krista (Kevin)Woodman, Robert (DeAnn)Klmg, Gabrielle 
Charest- (David) Turken, Casey Charest, Jared Charest and John House. 
Great grandmother to six children.
Received Bachelor and Master of Interdisciplinary Studies from Wayne 

State University late in life. A member of the first class in the program for 
Interdisciplinary Studies, Amy earned a writing award that had been in
active, but was renewed especially for her— Otto Feinstein’s Excellence in 
Senior Writing. She accomplished this while working full time for SPEC 
Associates in Detroit, MI as a Project Director. Her career began as a part 
time interviewer in the 1960s in New Orleans, La where the family resided 
for her husbands career. She loved work as a Social Researcher and Eval
uator, not retiring until 70 years old out of pure interest and desire. Amy 
has been published in a social research journal.
Our representative government was important and she participated. A 

lifelong Democrat, she served as precinct delegate 22 years, Livonia Board of 
Canvassers, and as Wayne County Democrat Second Vice Chair. One of her 
greatest thrills was attending a national convention with her sister in 1992.
An avid reader all her life, she covered all genres. In her retirement, Li

vonian and Plymouth librarians may recall the monthly rolling travel bag 
filled to the brim of returned books with rarely any unread!
Each Christmas, she gifted to family members young and old, the book 

of their choice. If you opted out, a donation was made in your name. She 
never forgot your birthday- always sent a card.
Not many could make us laugh out loud, as she, sharing her wonderful 

sense of humor about the absurdities of life. Her remarkable memory will 
be a loss to us all. Forever in our hearts. Always an inspiration. (You could 
not call her during Jeopardy.) Love you, Mother. With deep gratitude. Future 
informal memorial to celebrate her life.

Even if you know 
what’s coming,

you re never 
prepared 
for how it 

feels.

^Natalie Standiford

SARASOTA, FL 
- Mother of Hol
ly, Frances, William, 
Katharine, and John. 
Grandmother of Ash
ley, Bradford, Blake, 
Elizabeth, Hannah, and 
Abby. Great Grand
mother of Milo and 
Jude.
There will be no me

morial service. A pri
vate Family Celebra
tion of Life will take 
place when the family 
can gather in the sum
mer of 2022.
Contributions in me

morial can be made to 
Planned Parenthood or 
Habitat for Humanity

Lorraine A. Waling
LIVONIA - Passed 

away September 8, 
2021. Age 97. Beloved 
wife of the late Vic
tor. Loving mother of 
Kathy (Jack) Fein, Pat 
(Gerry) Rogers, Vic
tor (Michelle), Karen 
(Jeff) Long and the 
late John (Joy). Cher
ished grandmother of 
6, great grandmother 
of 4. Funeral Mass 
was held on Septem
ber 11, 2021. Lorraine 
was a member of the 
Womens Army Corps 
during World War II, 
the Livonia Senior Cen
ter, the Bowlerettes, the 
Wings Group and Gen
erations. She was an 
avid Detroit Tiger Fan, 
enjoyed bowling and 
Bingo. Donations may 
be made in Lorraines 
name to the Livonia 
Senior Center, 33000 
Civic Center Dr., Livo
nia, MI 48154. Share a 
Memorial Tribute with 
the family at griffinfu- 
neralhome.com

GRIFFIN
L.J. GRIFFIN FUNERAL HOME, INC.

PLYMOUTH - Age 57, 
lifelong resident of Plym
outh, passed away on 
September 8, 2021. She 
was born October 21,
1963; daughter of Jerry 
and Virginia (Sparma)
Guleff. Mindy graduat
ed from Plymouth Can
ton High School; Class 
of 1982.
Mindy enjoyed watch

ing old movies, cartoons, and vintage game shows. 
She also enjoyed doing word search puzzles. Min
dy found joy in the simpler things in life. She was 
blessed to have a wonderful core group of friends 
for years. She loved spending time with family and 
friends and cherished all the memories they made.
Mindy is survived by her loving sister, Melissa 

Guleff-Eggenberger; her brother, Mark (Susan) 
Guleff; her sister-in-law, Ginna Guleff; her nieces 
and nephews, Meagan Eggenberger, Erica Eggen- 
berger, Sasha Guleff, Izabella Guleff, Olivia Guleff, 
and Harley Wilt; and her aunt, Sondra Breehl. 
She was preceded in death by her parents and her 
brother Michael Guleff.
Memorial Visitation will be held Monday, Sep

tember 20, 2021 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
at Casterline Funeral Home, 122 West Dunlap, 
Northville. She will be laid to rest at St. Joseph 
Cemetery in Massillon, Ohio.
In lieu of flowers the family would appreciate 

memorial contributions to American Cancer So
ciety, PO Box 22718, Oklahoma City, OK 73123.

Qasterline
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

V, v v



Back pain/sciatica 
Numbness 
Pain when you walk 
Prickling or tingling of the feet or hands 
Neck pain 
Leg pain 
Burning pain 
Sharp electrical-like pain

66If you suffer with any of the symptoms listed above due 
to Peripheral Neuropathy, Bulging Discs, Herniated Discs, 
Spinal Stenosis -1 invite you to call our office and schedule 
your free consultation and evaluation. Millions of Americans 
suffer every day just like you. Your pain affects everything 
you do, from work, play, and ultimately your quality of life.
I am here to tell you that there is hope. You can reduce or get 
rid of your pain and get your life back. At our offices we offer 
advanced customized treatment programs and our goal is to 
help you have a better quality of life.” - Dr Rubina Tahir

Call Today For Your Free Consultation and Evaluation

Disclaimer. Restrictim
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SPORTS
Defense gives Novi boys soccer confidence
Team holds Canton 
scoreless
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After holding Canton scoreless 
through the first 40 minutes of play, No
vi’s defenders still found something to 
talk about at halftime.

The Wildcats felt like they allowed 
too many open looks: a comer kick that

Novi ended up saving, a header by ju
nior Riley Genthe off a free kick lob.

Novi head boys soccer coach Todd 
Pheiffer preaches perfection in the back. 
The scoring will come by itself, but if the 
Wildcats can hold teams in the KLAA 
West scoreless, then they are already on 
the path of a deep playoff run.

“Our defenders take pride in that,” 
Pheiffer said. “Even when they give up a 
scoring opportunity, they are upset by 
that. They get together. They talk.”

Novi (3-0-1) held Canton (4-3-2) 
scoreless, recording its second-straight

shutout: a 2-0 road win for the Wildcats 
to keep them undefeated early on in 
2021

All of Canton’s scoring chances in the 
second half came either from fouls or 
comer kicks: all of which were stopped 
by junior goalkeeper Ryan Zotkovich. 
None came over the course of natural 
play.

But the defense had its share of mo
mentum. Novi kept Northville — cur
rently ranked as the No. 1 Division 1 team 
in the state by the Michigan High School 
Soccer Coaches Association — score

less, recording a scoreless draw Sept. 2.
But this is nothing new for Pheiffer. 

This is a program-wide mentality that 
both Novi’s boys and girls teams answer 
to.

“We figure we’re good enough every 
year and we’ll create scoring opportuni
ties,” Pheiffer said. “But the key is hold
ing.”

To the head coach, this is normal No
vi soccer. The 2020 season wasn’t. 

Playing through the COVID-19 pan-

See SOCCER, Page 2B

North Farmington football rolls 
over Groves in OAA White opener

Ben Szilagy
Special to Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Winning your conference is on ev
ery team’s list to start the season. On 
Sept. 10, North Farmington opened up 
OAA White play with a massive state
ment.

The Raiders dominated Birming
ham Groves, 49-0, behind the legs of

senior running back Jasper Beeler.
“A win like tonight, it’s huge,” North 

Farmington coach Jon Herstein said. 
“We set the tone to achieve one of our 
goals (this season). Going out there 
and getting a win to start off to set you 
up to accomplish that helps continue 
that through league play.”

The Raider (3-0,1-0 OAA White) de
fense had two interceptions by seniors 
Chase Reed and Landon Canty, while

also forcing two fumbles in the shut
out. As a unit, North Farmington’s de
fense held Groves to 110 yards all game 
on 10 possessions.

“We have a very veteran group out 
there that really understands what 
we’re trying to do. They play really 
good together, and they trust one an
other. They just play really good sound

See OPENER, Page 2B

Brother Rice soccer's rebuild takes upward turn
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Three years into his tenure as 
Brother Rice’s head soccer coach, Dan
ny Price isn’t done building.

The Warriors have seen incremen
tal progress after two seasons, turning 
a two-win season in the first to five in 
the second, with 11 of 15 total games be
ing decided by two goals or less, in
cluding Brother Rice’s first-round 
playoff loss to Detroit Country Day.

“We were just young,” Price said. 
“Just young and the Catholic League 
games came a little bit too soon for 
those guys. In terms of quality, the way 
that we play, it took notice.

“I think they know what we’re all 
about this year.”

But despite wins against Birming
ham rival Seaholm and Catholic 
League rival Detroit Catholic Central 
to start 2021, Price, watching his team 
as it prepares for a match against De La 
Salle, knows Brother Rice hasn’t 
played its best soccer yet.

The Warriors’ brand of soccer isn’t 
for everyone. Instead of the brash, di
rect and fast offenses of high school 
teams around the region, Brother Rice 
is more of a possession-oriented team, 
building itself to deal with the physi- 
cality of the Catholic League.

It’s something juniors Evan Thorn
ton, Josh Copeland and Enzo Bordog- 
na all learned for the first time a season 
ago.

All three joined the Warriors as

See RICE, Page 2B

One quick story 
before I leave 
Hometown Life

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA Today Network - Michigan

After all the stories you all have told 
me over the past two years, I thought I 
would tell you one of mine.

I didn’t know what the hell I was do
ing.

It was early August 2019.1 was driv
ing on West Park Drive between 
Walled Lake and Novi heading to my 
third apartment tour of the day. One 
week prior, I had just accepted my first 
sports reporter job out of college: to 
cover high school athletics in the 
northern and western suburbs of De
troit.

I was young and wide-eyed. I was in 
an area where I had no family, no 
friends. I had no knowledge of the 
area, no idea who the good teams 
were, who the top athletes were. And 
in the next week, I was expected to set
tle down and help take over a sports 
section that had been defined by dis
tinct voices for decades.

I felt I was immediately expected to 
know everything, to be the top sports 
voice from the get go; a weight I loaded 
on myself even before I stepped foot in 
the paper’s office.

Anxiety and pressure began to 
build, quickening my breathing. I con
tinued to drive feeling panicked, get
ting closer to my reality.
My future was here. I was scared.
OK, this is a downer of a goodbye 

column so far, I know. But this is where 
I started.

As I reflect on my two years with 
Hometown Life, all I can say is that it 
got better.

From my first ever football practice 
at North Farmington, I was off, travel
ing in my trusty Toyota Camry with a 
Texas license plate from Livonia to 
Canton, from Birmingham to Wayne, 
from Novi to South Lyon; following 
teams to Detroit, East Lansing, Battle 
Creek and Kalamazoo.

I met all sorts of coaches and play
ers, learning about sports I was not fa
miliar with, gaining their trust to tell 
their stories, giving people an idea of 
what it was like to be and to lead ath
letes.

I was never an athlete myself. I was 
that kid in the nosebleeds of Houston 
Astros games — yes, those Houston 
Astros — soaking in every aspect of the 
game: the highest of highs and the true 
lowest of lows. I left many a game feel
ing heartbroken, with my parents and 
brother knowing not to talk to me after

See GAY, Page 2B
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school football 2021: 
Week 5 schedule
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association

Livonia Churchill at Dearborn; 7 
p.m., Sept. 24

Livonia Franklin vs. Westland John 
Glenn; 7 p.m., Sept. 24

Livonia Stevenson at Wayne Me
morial; 7 p.m., Sept. 24

Canton vs. Novi; 7 p.m., Sept. 24 
Northville at Brighton; 7 p.m., Sept. 

24
Plymouth vs. Hartland; 7 p.m., 

Sept. 24
Salem at Howell; 7 p.m., Sept. 24

Catholic High School League

Brother Rice at Detroit Catholic 
Central; 1 p.m., Sept. 26

Cranbrook Kingswood at Ann Arbor 
Father Gabriel Richard; 5 p.m., Sept. 24

Lakes Valley Conference

Milford vs. Walled Lake Western; 7 
p.m., Sept. 24

South Lyon at Lakeland; 7 p.m., 
Sept. 24 - Ben

South Lyon East vs. Paw Paw; 2:30 
p.m., Sept. 25

Soccer
Continued from Page IB

demic, Novi was only able o play nine 
games before the state tournament, 
losing to Brighton in the first round of 
district play.

To senior Miguel Aguirre Del Valle, 
2020 was a new experience: fielding a 
large group of inexperienced juniors 
with a small group of seniors. Now in 
2021, those juniors are seniors and now 
have more chemistry, more connec
tions and more familiarity with one an
other.

“I think there was way less confi
dence last year, but the seniors were 
still strong and we still got far,” Aguirre 
Del Valle said, who scored Novi’s sec
ond goal of the game: connecting on a 
rebound after a try by sophomore Yuto 
Shiwa.

“This year, it’s just a big group of 
seniors that we didn’t have last year. 
We’re more confident together because 
we played throughout these four years 
of high school.”

With 13 seniors on the roster — in
cluding third-year senior Saurav Setti, 
who Pheiffer views as an anchor for the 
Novi defense, there is a youth move
ment for the Wildcats as well. Sopho
more Nic Russo connected on the first 
score of the game — the first goal of his 
varsity career — with 11:21 left in the 
first half.

But Pheiffer knows where the lead
ership is coming from. It’s from the

Oakland Activities Association

Groves vs. Oak Park; 7 p.m., Sept. 
24

North Farmington at Rochester; 7 
p.m., Sept. 24

Seaholm at Rochester Adams; 7 
p.m., Sept. 24

Bloomfield Hills vs. Farmington; 7 
p.m., Sept. 24

Independent

Detroit Country Day at Harper 
Woods; 7 p.m., Sept. 24

Livonia Clarenceville vs. Dearborn 
AdvancedTech Academy; 7 p.m., Sept. 
24

Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference

Garden City vs. Romulus; 7 p.m., 
Sept. 24

Redford Thurston vs. Dearborn 
Heights Annapolis; 7 p.m., Sept. 24 

Redford Union vs. Dearborn 
Heights Robichaud; 7 p.m., Sept. 24

Michigan Independent Athletic 
Conference

Lutheran Westland vs. Pittsford; 7 
p.m., Sept. 24

Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife. com.

Saurav Sett, left, tries to keep Canton 
Chief Nicholas Hatsios from the ball as 
he enters Canton's zone, john heider/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

seniors. It’s from a defense that has al
lowed two goals in its first four games.

It’s from a group that wants people 
to get back to playing Novi soccer.

“These players that were on the 
team last year look at that and go, 
‘That’s not how we want to remember 
playing Novi soccer,”’ Pheiffer said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter 
@ColinGayl7. Send game results and 
stats to Liv-Sports@hometown- 
life.com.

Gay
Continued from Page IB 

a loss.
If I felt like that from the stands, I 

couldn’t imagine what those athletes 
on the field must have felt.

Those realities came clear to me in 
the most intimate way in the past two 
years: approaching coaches and play
ers after hoisting a state title trophy, 
approaching them after a playoff loss, 
watching the strength of a student or a 
coach as he or she gave me answers 
fighting through tears.

For those moments of bliss to those 
moments of sorrow, I thank you. I 
thank you for allowing me to write 
down what led up to that point, asking 
what went through your head and what 
the moment means to you.

These moments furthered my rela
tionship with you, the Hometown Life

Opener
Continued from Page IB

team defense,” Herstein said of his vet
eran unit.

Beeler dominates

While the defense had its way with 
the Falcons (0-3, 0-1OAA White), sen
ior running back Jasper Beeler con
tinued to build off his early-season 
success with a six-touchdown affair.

“My legs are dead. Very dead. But I 
give all the glory tonight to my offen
sive line. Without them tonight 
doesn’t happen. Every run there was a 
great hole to run through. They just 
made it a lot easier for me,” the running 
back said.

Beeler dominated the first half with 
five touchdowns.
On the opening drive, he scored on a 

four-yard run, scampered for a 61 yards 
on a screen pass from sophomore Ryan 
Shelby on the second drive before end
ing the first quarter with another big 
play with a 50-yard touchdown run.

“He’s special. He’s an excellent re
ceiver and an excellent tailback. He’s 
worked really hard over the course of 
his career here at North to really work 
on his athleticism, get stronger to be 
able to take this workload,” Herstein 
said.

“The plays were there and he had 
the opportunity to make them. It’s a 
special night, but he had five in the 
first week too.”

Beeler capped the first half with a 
26-yard touchdown run and a 40-yard 
touchdown run before earning a 21- 
yard touchdown reception in the third 
quarter.

Even though he didn’t play the 
fourth quarter, BeeleYs night included 
151 rushing yards on eight carries, and 
three receptions for 104 yards.

North Farmington’s back-up QB 
Josh Henderson had a 21-yard touch
down run late in the fourth quarter as 
well.

Groves reeling

While the night wasn’t perfect for 
the Falcons, its defense did stiffen up 
midway through the second quarter, 
earning a goal-line stand on fourth 
down when North Farmington tried to

community.
I leave Hometown Life thankful: for 

you — the coaches, the players, the par
ents, the athletic directors, the school 
administrators — for my coworkers and 
for local journalism.

I leave Hometown Life feeling I have 
left it in a good place for its next chap
ter.

And while I’m super excited for 
what’s next, that same anxiety is re
turning. The pressure to perform, that 
weight of expectation that I put on my
self is back.

I still feel I don’t know what the hell 
I’m doing at times. I’m still the same 
guy driving on West Park Drive be
tween Walled Lake and Novi.

At least now I have a tangible exam
ple to look back on of what it looks like 
when I can step out of that space and do 
what I was hired to do: tell stories.

As always, thanks for reading.
Contact reporter Colin Gay on Twit

ter @ColinGayl7.

North Farmington senior running 
back Jasper Beeler led the Raiders 
with five touchdowns, courtesy of tom
BEAUDOIN

run two quarterback sneaks from the 
one-foot line.

Victories like that though have been 
few and far between for Groves and 
head coach Brendan Flaherty. The Fal
cons have also been without its star re
ceiver and MSU commit Jaden Mang- 
ham who is dealing with an injury.

“We have a lot of inexperienced 
guys playing football, and we’re play
ing some pretty good teams. You have 
that, some bad luck, overthinking stuff 
coaching wise. That’s the jist of it, real
ly,” he summarized.

“Jaden’s hurt, and it's frustrating 
because he brings so much to our 
team. He brings confidence, he can 
erase plays on both sides. But that’s 
some of the bad luck we’re dealing 
with. He wants to be out there with his 
teammates more than anybody. But 
he’s hurt, so what are you going to do?”

Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife. com.

Rice
Continued from Page IB

sophomores, transferring in from Utica 
Eisenhower, Warren Mott and Oxford, 
respectively. The 2020 campaign taught 
the trio to fight on the soccer field, rac
ing down the field and putting opposing 
players under pressure defensively.

“Catholic League soccer, it’s really 
physical. It’s pretty physical, so you 
have to be able to stand your ground,” 
Copeland said. “If you want to be the 
best, it’s just what you have to do.”

It’s aphysicality the Warriors showed 
in their first matchup against the Sham
rocks.

Hosting the reigning Division 1 state 
champions, Brother Rice earned the 1-0 
shutout win with 10 men for much of the 
second half. Looking back at the tape, 
Price said the scoreline flattered Catho
lic Central, seeing six or seven chances 
that the Warriors could have put back 
that didn’t go their way.

Riding the emotional high from their 
first non-forfeit win against Catholic 
Central since Sept. 13,2018, Price’s team 
tied Division 1 powerhouse Rochester 
Adams in a game the head coach said 
the Warriors should have won. But the 
idea is there: Brother Rice is a good soc

cer team and could make some noise in 
the Catholic League.

“They are all in the zone right now,” 
Price said. “They are a very tight-knit 
group of 24 players... They are all very 
much together. It’s the first time in my 
three years I’ve actually had a team

that’s that together in terms of what 
they want to achieve.

“We don’t just want to be a statistic 
this year. We want to be the statistic.”

It helps to have talent that colleges 
are keeping their eyes on.

Brother Rice has six players being

scouted to play soccer at the next level, 
including Copeland, who has aspira
tions to play at the Division 1 or high- 
end Division 2 level, Thornton, who is 
talking to Case Western, and Bordogna.

For Thornton, it’s just a matter of 
continuing to play the game that he 
loves.

“I just can’t imagine hanging the 
boots up,” he said, starting the game at 
age 3. “It’s just my passion. It’s what I’ve 
always done.”

To get to the level he wants to play at, 
Copeland said it comes down to Brother 
Rice’s training. It’s nothing new to what 
Price was already doing: training with 
intensity, committing to the process of 
preparing to be the best team in the 
league.

Bordogna knows the potential of this 
group. With two years left of high school 
soccer, the junior didn’t miss a beat 
when asked what the goals are for this 
group: a league title and a state title.

But it all comes down to the style of 
play. It’s not singular. And if the ma
chine is working — if everyone on the 
team exudes the effort and sacrifice 
necessary — it could leave a large im
pact on the state.

“We play as a family,” Bordogna said.
Send game results and stats to Liv- 

Sports@hometownlife. com.
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The NorthviUe girls golf team won its second straight state championship, debbie 
STEIN

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Samantha Coleman knows there’s a 
level of pressure each time Northville’s 
girls golf team reaches its goal.

It’s a pressure that keeps the junior 
up at night, remembering times where 
she would be up at 2 a.m. texting team
mate Haesol Park, “This is what we have 
to do.”

The now-junior golfer just missed the 
start of Northville’s dynasty, winning its 
first state title in 2018, another in 2019 
and yet another in 2020, one of 11 teams 
in Michigan high school sports history 
to win three straight state champion
ships and the first since Forest Hills 
Northern between 2017-19.

It’s not a nervous energy, but more 
motivation to continue the tradition 
that Coleman inherited.

“That’s just how all the girls on the 
team are,” Coleman said. “That’s our 
goal throughout the entire season. 
That’s what we think about. That’s what 
we’re working for.”

This isn’t something Northville head 
coach Chris Cronin has to teach. It’s not 
something he introduces in a big speech 
at the beginning of each season, reiter
ating to his golfers what they are a part 
of and what the expectations are.

It’s not setting the culture. It’s main
taining an environment, cultivated on 
what the Mustangs had done before, 
passed down from the past three class
es of golfers. Everything Cronin does is 
to put his player in a position to win 
state titles: playing at the hardest 
courses and making as competitive a 
schedule as possible.

But it’s not about just the varsity 
team or the immediate state title within 
reach. It’s about the fifth- or sixth- 
straight championship, the longevity 
and the possibility of how long North
ville’s reign could last.

“I can’t make a kid want something. 
They have to see it and kind of fall in love 
with it and see that it’s what they want. 
Then they will come to me and ask, 
‘How can you help me get there?”’ Cro
nin said, pointing out that different golf
ers come to that realization in different 
ways, whether it’s through teammates 
or on their own.

Coleman is a good example of what to

shoot for, but is also an anomaly.
Cronin views the junior as cut from 

the same cloth as a golfer she didn’t 
cross paths with at Northville: Nicole 
Whatley — the senior that led the Mus
tangs to its first state title in 2018.

In Coleman’s first two years at North
ville, she was an All-State golfer; shoot
ing a 165 as a freshman — fourth best on 
the Mustangs — and a 75 in the one-day 
state tournament in 2020, which was 
the top score for Northville and the 
sixth-best score in the field.

Over the course of her two seasons 
with the Mustangs, Coleman said she 
learned a whole new level of teamwork, 
developing a desire to win for those 
around her instead of just herself.

“I’m very competitive, and when I get 
to play for my teammates as well, it’s a 
whole different environment,” Coleman 
said.

It’s an environment that seemingly 
sinks into each golfer donning the or
ange and black no matter if she is with 
the top team or not. It creates progress, 
allowing many golfers, including Cole
man, Ava Gill and Megha Vallabhaneni 
to shoot personal bests. But it’s also col
lective, leading to a school record team 
score of290 in the Sun Dried Invitation
al Aug. 27.

“Our sights are set on October and 
playing our best golf then, but I don’t 
think you can play mediocre golf all year 
and show up in October and be great,” 
Cronin said.

Each tournament now is not life or 
death to the Northville head coach. It’s a 
building block to get to what they want. 
It’s an opportunity for experience, get
ting the Mustangs off the practice 
course and giving them a glimpse of 
what could come.

It’s something he’s instilled in his 
team’s leaders.

“States is the goal, but we know we 
have to do the grunt work beforehand,” 
Coleman said. “We don’t think like, ‘If 
you lose this tournament, you’re going 
to lose states.’”

Cronin knows a state title is not a giv
en. He knows there’s programs around 
the state vying to stop the Mustangs’ 
run: Plymouth, Okemos, Rochester Ad
ams. He knows Northville will not be 
able to distance itself until the lights are 
on in October.

But he sees glimpses of Northville’s 
staying power.

In a KLAA match against Hartland 
Sept. 8, Cronin’s varsity team was al
ready done, beating the Eagles by 20- 
to-30 strokes. The junior-varsity teak

Northville Mustang varsity golfer 
Emily Hofner warms up at Northville 
Hills Golf Club before a practice round.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

was finishing up with one more Mus
tang to go.

Instead of the varsity team checking 
out, Cronin watched the varsity team 
going to the last hole to support their 
teammate, to watch the growth of the 
program happen in real time.

“One thing that really helps us is the 
girls coming in knowing just inherently 
that they are going to get that support 
from their teammates,” Cronin said. 
“Whether it’s during the season, during 
the offseason, they decide that they 
want to be a part of that.”

It’s why the head coach sees the most 
growth from those second-team players 
between Year 1 and Year 2, or Year 2 and 
Year 3. It’s the environment that Cole
man has become used to, making it 
commonplace to text teammates at 2 
a.m., wondering how she can get better, 
how she can help the team continue its 
dynasty.

“It’s just something we all know that 
we’re capable of doing something 
great,” Coleman said. “No matter who’s 
on the team, you want to be a part of 
that. You just push yourself.”

Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports(S)hometownlife.com.
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4B I SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 I O & E MEDIA (CP)Brighton bolstered by one of South America’s top volleyball players

Brighton's Ana Erskine had eight kills in a 3-0 victory over Hartland Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, 2021. GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

BRIGHTON - Scott Pitcher liked the 
makeup of his Brighton volleyball team 
before the season, but one element that 
was in short supply was veteran leader
ship.
A couple of weeks after tryouts were 

completed and with the season about to 
start, more leadership ar- 

Jg; rived on a plane from
Chile.

With the addition of
Or-' 1 foreign exchange student 
i Ana Erskine, Brighton

attf Ife-i doubled the number of 
Erskine seniors on a roster that

has six sophomores. Par
is Dickson was the team's only senior 
before Erskine arrived.

The Bulldogs got more than just an
other senior voice in the locker room. 
They got an elite talent who is one of the 
top players for her age in South America.

Erskine was named MVP and best 
outside hitter in the 2019 U17 South 
American Championship playing for 
Chile’s national team.

“She gives us the option to have a sec
ond senior, which makes it nice for this 
young team,” Pitcher said Tuesday night 
after Brighton’s 25-11, 25-17, 25-19 vic
tory over Hartland.

“She’s calm. She’s stable. She can hit 
the ball quite well. She’s very aggres
sive. She serves aggressive. She plays 
aggressive. It’s good for our team with 
so many sophomores playing to see that 
aggression. As we say, many of us 
coaches, we’d rather have them be ag
gressive making mistakes than being 
passive making mistakes.”

Erskine has fit in seamlessly with a 
team of girls who have grown up togeth
er and trained all summer for this sea
son, going through the tryout process. 
She arrived on Aug. 24, four days before 
a season-opening tournament.

“I’ve always wanted to live this expe
rience,” Erskine said. “I like it so much 
here. You have to be brave to come here. 
The teammates are amazing. I really like 
them.”

It didn’t take long for Pitcher to real
ize he needed to make room on his roster 
for Erskine.

“When we went through the special 
kind of tryout, if you would, she’s 48

Cameron Herman of Hartland hits the 
volleyball against Brighton Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, 2021. GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON 
DAILY

hours off the plane and she makes a big 
impression immediately,” Pitcher said. 
“The kids welcomed her with open 
arms, which made it easy for her.”

After her sensational performance in 
the South American championships, 
Erskine was unable to play in 2020 be
cause of COVID restrictions.

“Last year we can’t practice a lot be
cause of COVID,” said Erskine, who has 
played volleyball for 10 years. “We do 
work in the house. We just keep practic
ing all the things in the house.”

Erskine leads Brighton (7-3-1) with 93 
kills, nearly double anyone else’s total 
on the team. She averages 3.2 kills per 
set, with team-high percentages of .509 
for kills and .333 for hitting.

She had nine kills against Hartland. 
Sophomore Abby Mainka had six kills, 
while sophomore Lea Gage had five aces 
and 18 assists.

Brighton got out to a 7-1 lead in the 
first game and gradually pulled away.

Hartland led 8-4 in the second game 
before Brighton went on a 10-2 run. 
Leading 16-14, the Bulldogs closed the 
game with a 9-3 run.

The third game was tied 13-13 before

Brighton took control with six straight 
points.

“We had to shift our mentality,” Har
tland coach Nicole Sidge said. “I felt like 
we were not quite ready to start, unfor
tunately. It was just, ‘Bring it back to
gether. You guys know how to play a 
game'... making sure you’re moving de
fensively, making more communica
tion, more effort, that kind of stuff. It 
was more, ‘Let’s get focused and do this.’

Brighton has beaten Hartland 11 
straight times since losing 3-2 to the Ea
gles in the 2015 district semifinals.

Howell 3, Canton 2

Howell improved to 3-1 in the league 
and 5-5-1 overall with a 25-18, 21-25,17- 
25, 25-18,15-12 victory.

Ruby Earl had 14 kills and 13 digs; Ad- 
dy Davis had 12 kills, 14 digs and four ac
es; Kaylea Jones had eight kills; Chloe 
Kiser had 28 assists; Alison Eskola had 
22 assists; and Macy Frantti had three 
blocks for Howell.

Charyl Stockwell 3, Rochester Hills 
Lutheran NW 0

The Sentinels won 25-11,25-22,25-15, 
holding off a comeback bid in the sec
ond game.

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan- 
nett.com.

WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
WILLIAM D. FORD CAREER-TECHNICAL CENTER

Each year.Wayne-Westland Community Schools and the William D.Ford Career-Technical Center 
offer career-technical programs to the high school districts of Wayne-Westland, Melvindale, 
South Redford, Redford Union, Crestwood, Dearborn Heights #7,Van Buren, Plymouth-Canton, 
Northville, Allen Park and area private schools. These programs are designed to prepare high 
school students for a broad range of employment and training services and are offered under 
the guidance of certified teachers, counselors, and cooperative education coordinators. For more 
information, please call (734) 419- 2100 or visit our website: wwcsd.net/ford

Career-Technical Programs offered for High School Students 2021-2022

Auto Body
Automotive Technology
Architectural Engineering Design
Construction Technology
Culinary Arts
Digital Media Technology
Digital Arts & Design
Electronics & Robotics
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
Firefighting

Game Design and Print Production 
Graphics & Print Production 
Health Occupations
Heating, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration (HVAC) 
JROTC
Media Production 
Medical Assisting
Sports Conditioning & Exercise Science 
Teacher Cadet 
Welding Technology

The William D. Ford Career-Technical Center offers 20 state-approved Career and Technical Education programs 
along with mathematics requirements for high school graduation. Admission to the Career-Tech center is based 
on student progression in their high school graduation curriculum as well as student interest, I Ith and 12th grade 
status and counselor recommendation. All career and technical education opportunities will be offered regardless of 
race, color, national origin, sex, or disability. A lack of English Language skills will not be a barrier to admission and 
participation in career and technical educational programs.
Wayne-Westland Community Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin,gender, 
disability, age, height, weight, marital status, genetic information or any other legally protected characteristic, in its 
programs and activities, including inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Title VI Coordinator: John Besek; 
Title II Coordinator: Kim Markey:Title IX Coordinators: John Besek and Jill Simmons; Section 504 Coordinator: John 
Besek. All complaints may be addressed to 36745 Marquette St.,Westland, Ml 48185.

WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
WILLIAM D. FORD CAREER-TECHNICAL CENTER

Cada ano, las escuelas comunitarias de Wayne-Westland y el Centro de cameras tecnicas William 
D. Ford ofrecen programas de carreras tecnicas a los distritos de escuelas secundarias de Wayne- 
Westland, Melvindale, South Redford, Redford Union, Crestwood, Dearborn Heights # 7, Van 
Buren , Plymouth-Canton, Northville, Allen Park y escuelas privadas del area. Estos programas 
estan disehados para preparar a los estudiantes de secundaria para una amplia gama de servicios 
de empleo y capacitacion y se ofrecen bajo la gufa de maestros certificados, consejeros y 
coordinadores de educacion cooperativa. Para obtener mas informacion, Name al (734) 419- 2100 o visite nuestro sitio web: wwcsd.net/ford
Carrera Tecnica Programas de High School Secundaria Estudiantes 2021-2022

Auto cuerpo 
Tecnologia automotriz 
Diseho de ingeniena arquitectonica 
Tecnologia de construccion 
Artes culinarias 
Tecnologia de medios digitales 
Arte digital y diseho 
Electronica y robotica 
Tecnico en emergencias medicas (EMT)
Extincion de incendios

Diseho de juegos y produccion de impresion 
Produccion de graficos e impresion 
Ocupaciones de salud
Calefaccion, aire acondicionado y refrigeracion (HVAC) 
JROTC
Produccion de medios 
Asistencia medica
Acondicionamiento deportivo y ciencia del ejercicio 
Profesor Cadete 
Tecnologia de soldadura

El Centro de Carreras Tecnicas William D. Ford ofrece 20 programas de Educacion Tecnica y de Carreras aprobados 
por el estado junto con los requisites de matematicas para la graduacion de la escuela secundaria. La admision al centre 
Career-Tech se basa en la progresion del estudiante en su plan de estudios de graduacion de la escuela secundaria, 
asf como en el interes del estudiante, el estado de los grades II y 12 y la recomendacion del consejero. Todas las 
oportunidades de educacion profesional y tecnica se ofreceran independientemente de la raza, el color, el origen 
nacional, el sexo o la discapacidad. La falta de habilidades en el idioma ingles no sera una barrera para la admision y 
participacion en programas educativos tecnicos y profesionales.
Las escuelas comunitarias de Wayne-Westland no discriminan por motives de raza, color, religion, origen nacional.genero, 
discapacidad, edad, altura, peso, estado civil, informacion genetica o cualquier otra caractenstica protegida legalmente, en 
sus programas y actividades, incluyendo consultas sobre politicas de no discriminacion: Coordinador delTftuloVI:John 
Besek; Coordinadora deTftulo II: Kim Markey; Coordinadores delTftulo IX: John Besek y Jill Simmons; Coordinador de 
la Seccion 504:John Besek.Todas las quejas pueden dirigirse a 36745 Marquette Sc,Westland, Ml 48185.
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Find what you need
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More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to 
update your account information, report delivery 
issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and 
concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a description of 
the issue and the next available representative 
will call you back rather than waiting on hold.

Olive Chat
Converse directly online with a 
representative.

Email
This option gives you the opportunity to 
leave more details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

L'V

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, i
subscription services, member benefits and

more.
help.hometownlife.com ,
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The 3 Steps to Networking Online
How you can use social media networks to help your career ■
By ZlpRecmlter.com

Here’s a little secret about the job 
search: employers don’t always hire the 
person with the best resume and qualifi
cations. Sometimes job seekers are hired 
because they know someone within the 
organization. That may not seem fair, 
but there is something you can do about 
it—networking.

Professional networking has always 
been integral to career advancement. 
Social networks are another way to make 
those connections. It is important to re
member that networking is about more 
than just finding a job. The goal should 
be to find like-minded people who share 
your interests and passions, with whom 
you can build a mutually beneficial rela
tionship. If you do that, when an oppor
tunity for a job comes along, you’ll be the 
first person they think of.

Professional networking through so
cial media may seem intimidating, es
pecially if you don’t think you know the 
right people, but the truth is that you 
already have everything you need to get 
started.

Step 1: Reach Out to Everyone You 
Know. And Don’t Know.
The most important thing you can do 

to effectively network on social media is 
to connect with people you don’t know 
well to expand your contacts.
Chances are that you are unlikely to 

find job opportunities through a close 
friend or family member because they 
know a lot of the same people that you 
do. It’s important to connect with them, 
but you are a lot more likely to get re

ferred to a job by someone you don’t 
know as well. That is because acquain
tances probably have a network of peo
ple you don’t know, and the ability to 
make introductions. In fact, finding a job 
through weak ties can lead to higher pay 
and satisfaction.
Use multiple social networks to reach 

out to anyone you have the slightest 
connection to. Start with extended fam
ily, alumni from schools you’ve attend
ed, employees of companies you have 
worked for (even if you’ve never met), 
thought leaders in your industry, and 
members of clubs, organizations, or so
cial media groups you are in. It might 
feel awkward, but it doesn’t hurt to ask. 
The worst that can happen is that your 
requests aren’t accepted—the same 
place you are now.

Step 2: Get Involved
To build professional relationships on 

social networks, engage with the content 
that your new connections share.
As you add more connections, your 

social media newsfeeds will be popu
lated with content from a more varied 
group of people. Take in these new per
spectives and get to know the type of 
content they are putting out there. Then, 
start engaging.

Like, share, and comment on the posts 
you see. Doing so signals to the poster 
that you’re a fan of their content, and 
could even create a positive physical re
action in their brain. When someone re
ceives an interaction on something they 
share, their brain produces dopamine, a 
chemical response associated with plea
sure. Increasing the number of likes a

VLADIMIR VLADIMIROV/GETTY IMAGES

contact has not only makes them look 
good to their followers, it makes them 
feel good, too. And you’ll be the source 
of that feeling.

Step 3: Share Your Passions
Build professional relationships on so

cial networks by standing out with con
tent that highlights the topics you are 
passionate about.

Social media is a two-way street. If 
you see someone’s posts, they can likely 
see yours. This is your chance to let them 
know about your passions, interests, 
and who you are as a person. Everybody 
has multiple interests, hobbies, and per
spectives. Being authentic will help you 
stand out in a crowded newsfeed and 
attract other people who are interested 
in the same topics that you are. (Just be 
sure the content you share is appropri
ate. Skip topics that you wouldn’t dis
cuss in an actual workplace.)

Carefully curated content that makes 
it look like your life is perfect may look 
pretty, but it makes for a boring story. 
Being real about your goals and passions 
will grow interest as you take your net
work on a journey with you. Whether 
you are working on restoring an old car, 
learning a new language, or on a mission 
to get healthy, sharing your story will en
gage followers and turn them into fans 
who are invested in seeing you achieve 
your goals. The network of “strangers” 
you originally connected with, won’t feel 
that way once they see your full person
ality and share in your progress.
Once you’ve built out your network on 

social media, pay attention to the con
nections who like and comment on the 
items you post. They likely share your 
same passions or are just interested in 
you as a person. Reach out to those peo
ple, taking the relationship off a social 
network and into the real world.

JOBS i ZipRecruiter Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Classifieds To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
1 Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
1 Classifieds Email: dfpclass(s>dnps.com
B Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

visa yi “is
All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at
any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Adopt Me

find a new friend...
▼ I

To the person who adopted Tasha,
1 yr old purebred black/tan German Shepherd, from the humane society in Ann Arbor at the end of Decem
ber 2020:
I would like to offer you $12,000.00 for returning Tasha to us. I will also 
cover her umbilical hernia repair if 
you had the surgery performed. I was planning when Tasha was 1 1/2 yrs. to have her spayed as well as 
her hernia repair and gastropexy 
(breed prone to bloat). Also to follow up on her spleen and blood 
work. Her two aunts had splenomegaly (had the spleen re
moved with treatment) and HYPER- 
thyroidism with treatment.I was misdiagnosed for asthma leaving another condition untreated. (I 
have since recovered). This led me 
to believe along with the doctor I 
had allergies to Tasha and Eve. The Allergist/Immunologist who also 
misdiagnosed me said the dogs were 
making my 'asthma' worse. This is why I brought Tasha and Eve to the 
Humane Society. So excruciating painful! I later tested negative for 
asthma and properly treated. No 
words to describe how I feel giving up Tasha and Eve was preventable 
if I was diagnosed properly. Each provider followed the original 
doctors misdiagnosis. (Medical records available).
The family who adopted Eve re
turned her to us and she offered for you to call her. I will give you her number.
We love Tasha and Maize (We kept 
the name the family gave). We would also love to have them reunited and playing together again.
My health is back to normal. If it 
was an issue I certainly would not 
have taken Maize back nor ask for 
Tasha. I never would have given Tasha and Maize up if I had providers who diagnosed me correctly.
Maize had her gastropexy, blood 
work and spleen exam on 8/9/2021.We have always taken excellent 
care of our animals and with vet care.
I hope you will consider my offer for Tasha's return. We love Tasha and 
are heartbroken.Thank you! Respond to: 
findshepherds@gmail.com

Assorted
Items

all kinds of things...
MacKinery & Tools

5K Used Generator, Runs great in good condition 5 gal tank $125, 
(734)716-7314 victorius@ameritech.net

Jobs Full-Time & Part-Time Jobs
Find More Classifieds Online
classifieds.hometownlife.com
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I?Lover's Lane, the premiere store for couples is now hiring a Hi-Lo

ft

Operator as well as Shipping & Receiving Team Member for our A
Corporate Headquarters Distribution Center located in Plymouth, Ml. ft 

Monday through Friday / 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
$13.00 an hour or based on experience and current position.

Competitive benefits.
Apply at loverslane.com,

or in person at:
46750 Port St. Plymouth MI 48170
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Finding a job 
shouldn’t 

feel like one.
ZipRecruiter'1 The Smartest Way To Hire

Get started at
jobs.usatoday.com

,_fn-

DENTAL LAB 
TECHNICIAN
Part-time and/or Full-time.
Will train

Call: 248-626-3144 
Fax: 248-626-1948
or email to:
jzedan@zedandentallab.com

Great Buys(HIES®
neighborly deals...

e Sales
neighborly deals...

Canton - Sunflower sub-wide sale. Thurs 9/16, Fri 9/17, Sat 9/18 Starts 
at 9 a.m. West of Canton 

Center/north and south of Warren. Look for signs and yellow balloons.

ProfessionalService
all your needs...

THE JEFFERY COMPANY 
BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS 
COMMERCIAL 8< RESIDENTIAL 

734-676-5630

H mes
Lcvnlhthmae. Knot Ox neighborhood.

Transportation
Wheels
best deal for you...

Autos Wanted

4

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
aufos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-866-495-1709

LO-GCIQ716076-01



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 Father 
6 Gather

11 No. on a car 
lot sticker

15 Quaint letter 
salutation

19 Pool table 
fabrics

20 Large town, 
in Italian

21 Bum slightly
22 Purple fruit 

from a palm
23 Candid bow 

wielder? 
[Anne]

25 Green 
Hornet’s valet

26 Lisa formerly 
of ‘The View”

27 Bread eaten 
at Passover

28 Gallic senior 
citizens? 
[Victor]

31 Subside
33 Earnest and 

solemn
35 D.C. VIPs
36 Four doubled
37 Ebony- 

colored card 
given on 
February 14? 
[Karen]

41 Stable scrap
42 Writer Ayn
43 Houston site
44 Little bit
46 A Great Lake
50 Cry of worry

Super Crossword
53 Precious gem 

that formed 
just recently? 
[Neil]

57 Port in Italy
61 Boot leathers
62 Chi preceder
63 Hueless 

Focus or 
Fiesta?
[Betty]

67 Self-help 
writer LeShan

68 Butts in
70 Long-eared 

hopper
71 Undersized 

carriage with 
a fold-down 
top? [Martin]

76 Prefix with 
plane

77 University of 
Maine’s town

79 Reply to “Are 
you?”

80 Annoyed 
small 
songbird? 
[Christopher]

82 PD alert
83 Mutiny
87 Pioneer in 

graph theory
88 Sweetheart 

prone to 
sulk? [Ron]

92 Sailor who 
flew on a roc

97 Absorbed by
98 Follower of 

“Co.,” often

99 Little bit
103 The last Mrs. 

Chaplin
104 Showery
106 Robust

artisan 
working in 
precious 
metal? 
[Oliver]

111 Venue
114 Byte lead-in
115 Brand of fake 

fat
116 Wee, in brief
117 British noble 

who feels no 
affection? 
[Patty]

121 Quartets 
doubled

123 Oratorio 
solo

124 “Der—” 
(nickname 
for Konrad 
Adenauer)

125 Clear quartz 
fashioned 
to look like 
a suitor’s 
flower?
[Billy]

129 Mets’ clubs
130 In tatters
131 Tickle pink
132 Long-term 

con
133 Louver strip
134 ERA or HRs
135 Quick
136 Up to now

DOWN
1 Very close 
bud

2 Eternally, in 
poetry

3 “Glitter rock” 
group

4 Sicilian 
spewer

5 “For shame!”
6 Circus 
tumbler

7 “Glee” actress 
Lea —

8 Pt. of NCAA
9 Pear waste
10 Actress 

Gilbert
11 Poet Rod
12 Razor feature
13 Hotel listing
14 U. lecturer
15 Slashed-price 

product
16 Pastry bag 

fill
17 Cowboy’s 

workplace
18 Vision
24 127-Down 

between 
Russia and 
Ukraine

29 Prefix with 
plane

30 Stephen of 
the screen

31 Spanish river
32 Boring
34 T.—
38 B-F linkup
39 “No” vote

40 General on 
Chinese 
menus

41 Stage prize 
45 Total up
47 More stringy
48 Possible 

follower of 
“Psst!”

49 Menlo Park 
“wizard”

51 Grow mellow
52 Ring arbiters
54 Meat stamp 

inits.
55 Subtlety
56 Horned viper
58 Osaka drama
59 “— y plata”
60 “This is not 
—!” (“Red 
alert!”)

63 Self-reflective 
question

64 Talk about ad 
nauseam

65 1950 Asimov 
classic

66 Five doubled
67 Elegant tree 
69 With 109-

Down,
unprocessed
facts

72 “Mon Oncle” 
star Jacques

73 Actress 
Joanne

74 MSN rival
75 Employs 
78 Suffix with

audit or arm

ON A FIRST- 
NAME BASIS
81 — Lanka
84 Revise copy
85 Ryder 

vehicle
86 A maestro 

conducts it
89 In Maine
90 Doze off
91 Dude
93 — de plume
94 Removes 

via very hot 
water, as 
impurities

95 “No” voter
96 Writer Roald

100 Oxfam or 
Amnesty Inti.

101 Huge statues
102 Voted in
105 Twisty fish
107 Gung-ho
108 Writer Santha 

Rama —
109 See 69-Down
110 Fishhook 

lines
111 Hefty slices
112 Deep pink
113 Madonna 

musical
114 Groove for a 

letter-shaped 
bolt

118 Ingests
119 Old Chrysler
120 Bombeck of 

humor
122 Sextet halved
126 “I reckon so”
127 Body of water
128 Drop the ball

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

r« V/XTH THAT?

Can you find all the words containing ICE? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

N 1 C E L Y P B D E E C A P R 1 C E
K V P H C L B E C N 1 z M A L 1 C E
K O S M A 1 C 1 T C N u F E N J V P
T 1 Q C 1 V 1 Q R J J Y C O A Y 1

N c C E R D c W N E U D R 1 T R A C
E E P F A E T G P V S E A T 1 M W E
C S N > M J A B Q 1 T C N N C 1 E N
1 U B E G R E B E c 1 1 E E E S C T
F 1 N Vr O 1 C E S E C V T R N T 1 E
1 T E C 1 P S U A S E R N P A 1 u R
N E C L D o O W R C E E P M C L C
G S L C E c 1 M U P S C A E E S H
A Y W S P E c 1 R T E z 1 T C F E O
M E o F F 1 c E R S A E B E 1 A C 1
E C 1 U J E B O D 1 C E C G L L 1 C
H M U Q L R E S N E C 1 L 1 O L V E
R C C L A T 
F r. I ROM
ADVICE
APPRENTICE
ARMISTICE
AUSPICE
BICENTENARY
BICEPS
BODICE
CAPRICE
CHOICES
CREVICES
DEVICE
DICED
ENTICEMENT
EPICENTER
ICEBERG
ICEFALL
INJUSTICE
INVOICES
JUICE
LATTICEWORK
LICENSE
LIQUORICE
MAGNIFICENT
MALICE
NICELY
NOTICE
OFFICERS
PLAICE
POLICEMAN
PUMICE
SERVICED
SLICE
SLUICEWAY
SPICE
TRICEPS
TWICE
UNPRICED
VERMICELLI
VOICES
WOODLICE

T I CEWORKPMES 
nil TnFrinsnv

ANSWER KEY
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We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

0
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.
help.hometownlife.com

SELL YOUR CAR
FIND A HOME

GET A JOB
ADOPT A PET

BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE

Check out the classified ads everyday.

©
Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

O
Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

1 LV



Leaf ^Filter
GUTTER
PROTECTION

l*'
INSTALLS ON NEW 
& EXISTING GUTTERS

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

__
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15 % OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE* 10 % OFF

SENIORS & MILITARY ON TOP OF THE 15%!

5% OFF TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY"

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
Promo Code: 364

’Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

Hanger

New or Existing 
Gutters
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CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

I IFFTIMF A C0MPANY 0F

WARRANTY ■;JLHS

•The leading consumer reporting agency conduaed a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LcafFiltcr as the'lfl rated professionally Installed 
gutter guard system In America.- •For those who qualiiy. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for t year. ••Must present at time of estimate. See 

Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured In Plainwell. Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group In Ohio.
CSLBO 103579S DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 
License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 270S132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

License# WC-29998-HI7 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# H1C.064990S Registration# Cl27229 Registration# C1J7230 
Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License* 52229-H

License# 2705169445 License# 262000022

LO-GCI0697996-02

Let us take care of the back-breaking 
work of moving your contents! Sit 
back and relax knowing we have you 
covered.

We place your contents in an on-site 
locked storage unit so you can rest 
assured your things are dry and safe.

Watch the transformation as we 
liven tq? your space with our lifetime 
warranted coating system called 
CatorCuard! Then we return and 
safely place your Items where 
we found them-

Reviews

Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 24 months. Actual payments based on usage. If full 
credit taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.6 7, folio wed by 18 monthly 
followed by 18 monthly payments of $41.67 for each $1,000 financed. If transaction is later, the 
18 monthly payments could be as high as $55.56.Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan 
programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. *15% off, up to 
$750 NMLS #1416362 Expires: 9/30/2021

BRING YOUR FLOOR TO LIFE
TruTech Concrete Coatings are not only beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

GARAGE FLOOR PATIO • POOL DECK BASEMENTS AND MORE
♦ Easy to keep clean ♦ 100% antibacterial ♦ Formulated for ♦ Slip resistant
♦ Will not chip, peel or fade & antimicrobial ♦ Michigan winters ♦ Endless color options

several t
^ COLORS To 

CHOOSE

to

ucouaicU to ^
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product that lasts and out

$250 OFF
Must provide this ad at time of order. 

Minimum purchase applies.
Not lalid w ith am other oiler or previous contract. 

Oiler expires 09/30/21.

Trans form your 
concrete in Just 

One Day!

£
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CONCRETE COATINGS

734-236-9222
Only Authorized dealer of 

Penntek Industrial Coatings in 
Southeast Michigan

4$STRONGER
than epoxy!!!

LO-GCI071784M3 Find us on Facebook
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NEW BATH
TODAY

Walk-In Bath & Shower System
Digital Sfiower System
Control every part of your shower

EXPERIENCE FROM ONE E/YSY-TO-USE INTERFACE. THE BOLD LOCKa KOHLER

s0 0 . 0% —
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dowm PAYMENTS

until 2023! REBATE

313-241-9145
’Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation 
only. Financing available from GreenSky LLC for qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 

3158. For deferred interest plans, interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is 
waived if the purchase amount is paid in full before the end of the promotional period.

GreenSky
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