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Students under 12 may mask up in Livonia schools
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Weeks after making a decision to 
make masks optional in schools, Livo­
nia’s school board is considering a man­
date for younger students.

During a non-voting meeting Aug. 16, 
the board directed Superintendent An­

drea Oquist to create a plan mandating 
masks for students too young to receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine. None of the three 
available COVID-19 vaccines in the U.S. 
are approved for use in children under 12 
yet.

“The fact that kids under 12 years old 
don’t even have the option of vaccinat­
ing is a real issue for me,” Secretary Ka­

ren Bradford said. “I think because of 
that, those students and staff should be 
in masks.”

The board previously joined local 
districts including Farmington, Wayne- 
Westland and Plymouth-Canton in 
making masks optional for all students. 
Livonia board members said an uptick 
in cases due to the Delta variant has

them considering a change. Birming­
ham schools made a similar shift and 
will require elementary and middle 
school student to mask.

Oquist’s new proposed plan, which 
she’ll likely present to the board at its 
Aug. 23 voting meeting, will include

See MASKS, Page 2A

Fowlkes 
will remain 
in Westland 
council race

Livonia native Sophia Lynch, center, directs her new short film, “Leaving Michiana.” courtesy of Jacob mulka

Stevenson alum highlights 
small-town life in short film
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sophia Lynch says there’s something 
in the everyday, the mundane, she wish­
es people explored more.

She hopes her new short film, “Leav­
ing Michiana,” leaves people with that 
sense of realism. The Livonia native and 
Stevenson High School grad wrote, di­

rected, co-produced and starred in the 
film.

“Olivia, a young woman who has al­
ways dreamed of escaping her small 
town, watches as the last of her per­
sonal ties keeping her there kind of dis­
solve before her,” Lynch explained. “It fi­
nally frees her to leave Michiana.”

“Michiana,” the region near the 
Michigan and Indiana border, inspired

Lynch to make the film. Her boyfriend 
is from the area and the culture there 
inspired her.

“It’s like they just consider them­
selves a Michigan and Indiana hybrid,” 
she said. “I hadn’t heard of that before, 
and so I was very taken with that.” 

The film premiered on YouTube

See FILM, Page 2A

Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Westland City Clerk Richard Le- 
Blanc says his hands are tied when it 
comes to Debra Fowlkes’ candidacy.

Fowlkes, a candidate for city coun­
cil who made it through the Aug. 3 pri­
mary election, falsified a filing affidavit 
stating she had paid all outstanding 
campaign finance fees to Wayne Coun­
ty. In reality, Fowlkes still had $5,100 in 
unpaid fees heading into the primary.

In falsifying an affidavit, Fowlkes 
should not have been eligible to run. 
The Michigan Bureau of Elections also 
states someone who falsifies the state­
ment can be guilty of perjury.

LeBlanc said he first learned about 
the discrepancy three business days 
before the primary through a com­
plaint from a resident. He contacted 
advisors from the city attorney’s office, 
Wayne County and the State of Michi­
gan.

Officials in those offices, he said, 
told him it was too late to do anything 
in advance of the primary election. At 
that point ballots had been printed, 
mailed and thousands of residents had 
already returned completed absentee 
ballots.

“At that point in the process, that 
point being a few days before the elec­
tion, the only legal remedy could be if 
somebody wished to initiate action at 
the circuit court level,” he said. “The 
court could make a decision, but the 
clerk was not able to make a decision 
legally.”

No plans to withdraw from race

LeBlanc said the close proximity to 
the election is what made Fowlkes’

See FOWLKES, Page 2A
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Miss Michigan stood up to racist comments
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Well on her way to becoming a pedi­
atric oncologist, Northville’s Vivian 
Zhong frequently visited the cancer 
ward at the University of Michigan's 
C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, sometimes 
dressed as Disney’s Mulan, other times 
to entertain the patients with her classi­
cal piano skills.

Sometimes Zhong was simply com­
pelled to visit the cancer-stricken kids 
to talk and offer any comfort and en­
couragement she could provide.
A dynamic speaker with head-turn­

ing looks, it was not surprising when the 
kind-hearted 2015 graduate of North- 
ville High School was crowned Miss 
Michigan June 19 in Muskegon.

“The second I won, it was surreal be­
cause I knew it was the final time I’d be 
competing,” said Zhong, 24, who will

start medical school in the fall. “When 
the reigning Miss Michigan told me I’d 
be competing in the 100th Miss America 
Pageant, it was almost too much to take 
in. I looked for my mom in the audience, 
but couldn’t find her right away.”

Zhong will be in the running to be­
come Michigan’s first Miss America 
since Farmington Hills native Kirsten 
Haglund earned the title in 2008.

“I was 10 years old the year Kirsten 
won and I remember telling my mom, T 
want to do that someday’,” Zhong re­
counted. “To be in a position to compete 
for Miss America 14 years later, it’s an 
amazing feeling.”
What is somewhat surprising is that 

Zhong was not immune to the anti- 
Asian-American hatred that spread 
throughout the United States during the 
coronavirus pandemic. During her re­
cent tenure as a student at New

See MISS MICHIGAN, Page 4A

Northville 
native and 
Miss Michigan 
2021 Vivian 
Zhong talks 
about her 
pursuit of the 
the crown and 
how she will 
continue on to 
the Miss 
America 
competition 
this fall.
JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWNLIFE.
COM

The cast of “Leaving Michiana,” a short film by Stevenson alum Sophia Lynch, courtesy of Jacob mulka

Film
Continued from Page 1A

Aug. 8 and has about 3,000 views. 
Lynch said she hasn’t experienced that 
level of interest in her work before, and 
is hoping the short will land in a film fes­
tival lineup. Following her graduation 
from the University of Michigan in 2019, 
Lynch had a film part of the Traverse 
City Film Festival.

“It premiered live on YouTube and it 
was fun to know all my friends and fam­
ily were out there watching while it was 
going live,” she said of the “Leaving Mi­
chiana” premiere.

The film is a drama, but Lynch has a 
soft spot for comedy and hopes “Leav­
ing Michiana” also gives people some 
laughs. Now, she remembers produc­
tion as a coming together of young, 
Michigan-based artists to make some­
thing meaningful with hardly any re­
sources.

Looking back, Lynch said it makes 
her smile to think her cast went to shoot 
the film throughout northern Michigan 
with her even though all she had to offer 
them was lunch and a place to sleep.

“It was truly so moving to have that 
kind of showing out from people you re­
spect,” she said. “Going to bed after the 
first day of production I was like, ‘We ac­
tually shot every shot we said we would 
get to today. It’s happening.’”

Just before the film’s release, Lynch 
got a job offer on the set of “Barry,” an 
Emmy Award-winning HBO comedy 
starring Bill Hader. So, like her character 
in “Leaving Michiana,” Lynch found 
herself packing her bags and leaving 
home with a day’s notice.

“I had to hop in my car and move to 
California the next morning to make it

on time,” she said. “It was one of those 
things that when an opportunity 
knocks, you take it.”

Lynch said “every facet of the film- 
making process” interests her, and she’s 
open to whatever opportunities arise for 
her in Hollywood.

She works on the set of “Barry” as a 
COVID-19 production assistant. The 
hours are long, but Lynch says the expe­
rience is invaluable. She’s a huge fan of

Hader and enjoys working on project 
starring an artist she admires.

“Being so close to a piece of art that 
you have so much respect for, like I do 
for ‘Barry,’ really makes the work day 
just go by,” she said. Tm so excited to be 
there and be near the action.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

“Being so close to a piece of art 
that you have so much respect 
for ... really makes the work day 
just go by. I’m so excited to be 
there and be near the action.” 
Sophia Lynch

Masks
Continued from Page 1A

details on certain grades or school levels 
that could be targeted and whether 
masks may be required for staff who 
teach lower grade levels. The district 
will mandate masks for all students 
while riding the bus.

Oquist said she’s looking at the 2021- 
22 school year as a “bridge year” that

will take steps toward normalcy. But 
that doesn’t mean the year won’t have 
its restrictions.

“Let’s remember what worked last 
year,” she said.

Board members were split on what 
the best step forward may be and know 
the community is as well. On Monday, 
parents in favor of masking spoke to the 
board, and the anti-mask crowd has 
also come to past meetings.

“Safety looks different to different 
people and I think we’ve learned that,”

President Colleen Burton said.
Livonia has roughly 14,000 students 

and 2,000 staff. Oquist said the “over­
whelming majority” of students who 
chose virtual schooling last year will be 
back at desks this fall.

Board members said mental health is 
just as important to them as physical 
health, and they feel masking may be 
the best way to keep elementary schools 
open.

“Especially last year, we saw that in- 
person learning is so important to our

students,” Trustee Dan Centers said. 
“So, I think we should have students in 
masks.”

The Farmington school board met 
Aug. 17. Masking was not an agenda 
item, but community members spoke 
for and against a mandate. The board 
did not take action on masking or other 
pandemic-related restrictions and is 
currently strongly recommending, but 
not requiring, masking among students 
and staff in most instances.

stankersle@hometownlife.com
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Fowlkes
Continued from Page 1A

case different than that of William 
Asper, a would-be mayoral candidate 
who was removed from ballots after 
the clerk determined Asper was not a 
Westland resident. Asper’s removal 
occurred before ballots were printed.

If the courts get involved and re­
moved Fowlkes’ from the ballot, it 
would be up to the court to decide if 
Candi Halton would be added to No­
vember ballots. Halton received the 
most votes of the candidates who did 
not make it through the primary.

Action from the court would require 
someone filing a lawsuit to remove 
Fowlkes from ballots.

Fowlkes could also withdraw from 
the race.

But, she has no plans to do so and, 
according to Wayne County’s cam­
paign finance database, paid the 
$5,100 owed.

“I made it truthfully and rightfully 
into the general, and so I’m moving

forward,” Fowlkes, who received the 
fourth most votes among primary can­
didates, said.

Fowlkes confirmed she was aware of 
her hefty fee bill before filing, but claims 
she was unaware of having falsified the 
affidavit. She says she never paid the 
fees because she didn’t plan to run for 
office again after losing a 2017 council 
primary.

Even though she did not conduct any 
fundraising between 2017 and 2020, she 
never dissolved her fundraising com­
mittee. So, various fees related to the 
committee piled up.

“I own up to it,” she said. “I admit it: I 
did wrong, and I should have paid them 
... I’m thinking to myself, ‘I’m not run­
ning. I don’t have to pay these.’ That’s 
stupid. I know it was. That was just such 
a big error on my part.”

How did affidavit go unchecked?

Representatives with the Michigan 
Secretary of State and Wayne County 
said it is not the county or state’s role to 
notify cities of campaign finance dis­
crepancies. LeBlanc says it’s not in his

job description to investigate every 
claim on an affidavit, either.

According to the clerk, it’s actually 
not on the books that anyone needs to 
fact-check those affidavits.

The clerk suggested it would be ben­
eficial for Wayne County to adopt Oak­
land County’s practice of notifying a 
city when a candidate’s affidavit is in 
conflict with county records. In 2019, for 
example, a candidate for Farmington 
Hills City Council was removed from 
ballots after the county caught a clerical 
error on her affidavit. Several candi­
dates in Oakland County were removed 
from the 2021 ballot, including in Novi, 
for filing to file campaign finance docu­
ments and related fees.

If nothing changes, LeBlanc said he 
plans to ask the county for verification 
of a candidate’s legitimacy in the future.

“There is nothing that says I am em­
powered to access a system over which I 
have no control,” LeBlanc said. “The 
Wayne County finance system is admin­
istered by Wayne County.”

In the meantime, Fowlkes’ case is be­
tween her and Westland voters this No­
vember.
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Livonia nonprofit had ‘Supernatural’ start

Awareness

building a healthy you
The Suicide Prevention Network has six foundations for “building a healthy you” printed on the wall.

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Fandom can be really, really power­
ful, and Karla Truxall knows that first­
hand. Ifs the reason she founded SPN 
Survivors, a nonprofit that recently ac­
quired its first office space in Livonia.

She was introduced to a little show 
called “Supernatural” by her husband, 
David, and fell in love with it. The pop­
ular series follows two brothers, Sam 
and Dean Winchester, as they fight — 
you guessed it — supernatural crea­
tures. It ended late last year after run­
ning on The CW for 15 seasons.

“I ended up using it as my escape 
from reality to run away from my prob­
lems and spend time with the boys,” 
Truxall said. “The show is all about 
fighting monsters and demons, and 
you’re watching these characters with 
their own struggles.

“In a sense, it gives you the strength 
to fight your own monsters and demons 
and come out of that a stronger person.”

The show also inspired Truxall to 
seek therapy two years after her late 
nephew, Mason, died by suicide in 2010 
at just 19 years old. A “Supernatural” 
cast member spoke about the impor­
tance of having fun at a 2012 convention 
and something clicked for Truxall.

The convention led to therapy, and 
that led to SPN’s creation.

So, SPN has two meanings. It’s an ab­
breviation for “Supernatural” and 
stands for Suicide Prevention Network.

Ultimately, it would not exist without 
fandom.

“We wouldn’t be here without fan­
dom ... People are so desperate to talk,” 
Truxall said. “They want to talk about 
their challenges and their problems. To 
feel seen, heard and validated is huge. 
The fandom for ‘Supernatural’ in partic­
ular attracts people who feel unseen, 
who feel other and like they don’t fit in.”

Truxall uses SPN Survivors to con­
nect people with mental health re­
sources, some of which are unique to 
the nonprofit, at spnsurvivors.org. The 
nonprofit has a newsletter, links to men­
tal health services across the country, 
stuffed “Battle Buddy” animals inspired 
by the show, “Comfort Kits” that go to 
hospitals and schools, and an original 
educational program surrounding men-

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Suicide Prevention Network founder 
Karla Truxall talks about the 
importance of the Livonia nonprofit.

tal health used in classes and seminars.
SPN also has a presence at “Super­

natural” conventions and local commu­
nity events to be a place where people 
can feel “seen and heard.” Truxall said 
she was shocked by how starved fans 
were for a “safe space.”

“Our table was a safe space,” Truxall 
said. “It was a place people could talk 
about things they would normally talk 
about, and what a huge gift that was. 
People weren’t suffering in silence any­
more.”

Though its main audience will always 
be the “Supernatural” fanbase, the non­
profit hopes to have more of an impact 
on the Livonia community. Truxall 
hopes office space, at 38099 Schoolcraft

Road, will get SPN more involved in the 
community and help it grow its volun­
teer base.

“We’re primarily in the fandom and 
the ‘Supernatural’ world, but the last 
couple of years we’ve been trying to 
make more of a difference here in our 
backyard,” she said.

Truxall said she doesn’t understand 
why her nephew’s death needed to be 
what prompted her work, but she is 
thankful something that serves others 
came out of it. At every event SPN does, 
Mason’s picture is with Truxall to re­
mind her what she does all this for.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.
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Westland man charged with pointing 
gun at vehicle with eight juveniles inside
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Law enforcers arrested a Westland man soon after a 
Livonia road-rage incident where he allegedly pointed 
a gun at a vehicle with eight children inside.

Federal prosecutors contend they have enough evi­
dence against Tiwuan Edwards for a charge of pos­
sessing a gun with an obliterated serial number.

According to their complaint, Livonia police were 
dispatched the night of a July 27 to a felony assault 
stemming from an alleged road-rage incident between 
two vehicles.

The apparent victims said they were at an intersec­
tion, waiting behind a silver Ford Fusion for about a 
minute when they honked their horn to let the driver 
know the light had turned green.

The Ford Fusion driver, who was by himself, turned 
in the intersection, and so did the other vehicle. They 
were resting side by side at another intersection when 
the Ford Fusion driver reportedly began waving and 
pointing a “silver and black handgun with extended 
clip” at their vehicle, which had two adults and eight 
children.

One of the occupants in the van took a picture of the 
Ford Fusion and its license plate, which police used to

track down the suspect.
Westland and Livonia police visited Edwards' 

apartment about an hour later and made their arrest.
The Ford Fusion was parked outside, and an officer 

found a loaded silver and black 9 mm pistol in plain 
view on top of some clothing. The pistol contained an 
extended magazine and several of its serial numbers 
were removed.
A federal agent also discovered that Edwards plead­

ed guilty to a felony weapons charge years ago.
Edwards’ defense attorney Stacey Studnicki de­

clined to comment.
svela@hometownlife. com

The Detroit Selfie Museum has dozens of different scenarios and settings for its visitors to take their 
selfies in. photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

Take your best shot at 
selfie museum in Novi
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

In the region’s newest museum, you are the attrac­
tion.

That’s at least the goal Tahira Hannah has for one of 
the newest businesses to open at Twelve Oaks Mall in 
Novi.

Hannah recently opened the Detroit Selfie Museum 
at the mall located at 12 Mile and Novi roads. The 
space, which occupies the former American Girl shop 
near Nordstrom, is laid out with dozens of displays 
with different themes to help capture the perfect selfie.

Current options include a money throne, a Barbie 
theme, a lifeguard station and a giant bucket of movie 
popcorn, among others.

“The concept of this is this: you come in and you are 
your own photographer,” Hannah said. “All you need is 
your phone and/or a camera and we have all of the cool 
scenes set up for you.”

“The point is make you feel part of the scene, not 
just standing in front of a backdrop.”

Hannah, a Lathrup Village resident, has worked in 
photo booths with a company called Snap Station for 
several years. Especially as the COVID-19 pandemic 
went on with fewer events taking place, she began 
looking for a new way to have people get fun photos.

“Now I have a creative space where people can 
come to me,” she said.

Several of the scenes could change as the seasons 
change, Hannah said, including fall and perhaps 
Christmas-themed displays.

She said she always envisioned Twelve Oaks Mall 
as the host for her idea. She said she reached out last 
fall to the mall to inquire about a space and had every­
thing fall into place over the last few months. She 
opened in early July and has seen plenty of shoppers 
stop by an inquire about what the space is about.

Hannah said that was always the goal.
“I wanted it to be a destination space but also bene­

fit from the mall traffic at the same time,” she said. “I 
just liked the vibe of the mall.”

That vibe has kept up: Hannah said she’s seen plen­
ty of guests pay for time in the space, capturing images 
of all kinds. She said several of the booths are featured 
in some prominent social media posts on sites such as 
TikTok and Instagram.

Customers can pay for a half-hour or hour of time to 
take as many shots as they’d like with as many booths 
as they like. Guests can also bring in their own photog­
rapher, though there is a separate charge for them. If 
guests see just one display that catches their eye, they 
can pay for a “money shot” and just have photos from 
that one scene.

The museum provides a ring light that adds addi­
tional lighting as well as acts as a stand to hold a

Tahira Hannah poses in a selfie room that, when 
photographed normally and rotated 45 degrees, 
shows its fun intention.

phone.
“They are able to be hands-free snapping pic­

tures,” Hannah said. “They do not have to actually 
hold the phone.”

Some of the current scenes are available to view 
on the Detroit Selfie Museum’s Instragram page at in- 
stagram.com/thedetroitselfiemuseum/

Customers range in age from teenagers and young 
adults to older adults just looking to try something 
different. Hannah said she’s had makeup artists and 
professional photographers stop by the space and 
use the scenes for their work. It’s also available to 
rent for private parties or corporate events.

It’s a space that’s perfect, Hannah said, for an eve­
ning out that’s unique to Novi.

“Outside of going to a movie or getting something 
to eat, name something (to do),” she said. “This is a 
fun date night. Kids love it.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak(g) 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter (ddavidveselenak.

“I was shocked when I first heard 
those comments, but I realized that 
I just had to stand strong and show 
them I was not afraid and that I am an 
American citizen and deserve every 
right every other person in this 
country deserves.”
Vivian Zhong

Miss Michigan
Continued from Page 2A

Orleans-based Tulane University, where she recently 
secured a master’s degree in pharmacology (Zhong 
earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of Michi­
gan), Zhong was frequently taunted by remarks like, 
“Go back to China!” and “You’re not welcome here!”

“I was shocked when I first heard those com­
ments, but I realized that I just had to stand strong 
and show them I was not afraid and that I am an 
American citizen and deserve every right every other 
person in this country deserves,” Zhong said.

“I was less worried for myself than I was for my 
mom and grandparents. When the videos of the vio­
lence against Asian-Americans first started to sur­
face, I called my mom to make sure they were OK. It’s 
a very sad situation, but at the same time I’m proud to 
be an Asian-American and in a leadership position 
where I can speak out against those acts of violence.”

Zheng’s strong attachment tn pediatric cancer 
started when one of her childhood friends was diag­
nosed with leukemia.

“My close friend ultimately beat her cancer with 
chemotherapy and radiation, but passed away just 
before her 21st birthday because of complications 
created by the treatments,” Zhong said. “Ever since 
I’ve been advocating for more non-invasive treat­
ment options and I fundraise for more dollars for this 
cause because there’s such a lack of funding for pedi­
atric cancer research.”

Zhong, who competed against 21 contestants in 
June, said serving as Miss Michigan is the equivalent 
of a full-time job, but one that she embraces with all 
her heart and soul.

“There will be a lot of speaking engagements and 
volunteering for my social impact initiative, which is 
helping kids battling cancer,” she said. “The most im­
portant legacy I want to leave when my year is over is 
to have raised as much money as possible for child­
hood-cancer research.

“The first big event that I participated in was 
Northville’s Fourth of July Parade. Getting an oppor­
tunity to ride in the parade was such a special home­
coming, seeing the community so supportive of me.”

Zhong said the support she has received from 
Northvillians who she has cultivated lifelong friend­
ships with has been priceless.

“I loved growing up in Northville, attending the 
downtown concerts and going out to eat at down­
town restaurants with my parents,” Zhong said. “It’s 
such a special community. So many people have 
helped me along the way. My first-grade teacher (Ms. 
Beck) at Moraine Elementary School has been super 
supportive. She’s invited me to speak about leader­
ship and read books to her class. Friendships like that 
are so heart-warming.”

Zhong said the exhilaration she feels when she 
looks ahead to the upcoming year filled with volun­
teering and guest speaking is off the charts.

“As Miss Michigan, I will continue my work with 
state and national programs including the Miss 
America organization’s national platform, the Chil­
dren’s Miracle Network, to advocate for children suf­
fering from cancer.”

The 2021 Miss America Pageant will be held at Mo- 
hegan Sun resort in Connecticut, but that a date has 
yet to be cemented due in part to fluid pandemic re­
strictions.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home- 
townlife.com or 517-375-1113.

Due to the holiday, 
our office hours and 
obituary placement 
times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237 or 

detroitobits@gannett.com 
for further details.
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Karen Werner 
Connolly

August 11, 2021, age 
71. Karen will be dear­
ly missed by her loving 
partner Lyndon Lattie, 
daughter Chrissi Ales- 
si (Phil), three grand­
children Preston Philip, 
Emerson Eileen, Eden 
Cecelia, brother David 
(Susan) Werner and 
Andy (Toni) Werner, 
sister Florence Foster, 
and many nieces and 
nephews. Services were 
held at A.J. Desmond 8c 
Sons, (248) 549-0500. 
Please consider a do­
nation in Karens name 
to ASPCA (aspca.org).
View obituary and 

sign tribute wall at 
AJDesmond.com

SELL IT BUY IT FIND IT
sports

qaraqe sales

antiques

computers

upmen-
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furniture
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jobs
appliances 
yard sales 
tablets 
cameras 
coins

Place your classified ad today.
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Dispatcher
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There was a time Birmingham dis­
patcher Terez Willis concluded her most 
wretched shifts with a highway finale.

The Bedford resident worked after­
noon shifts then, talking to emotional 
911 callers and trying to gather details for 
fellow first responders until the clock 
struck midnight.

With her first responder mind easing 
from the tenaciousness that goes into a 
shift, she would drive the Lodge Free­
way - sunroof open, windows down and 
music playing - until she was at down­
town Detroit’s Jefferson Avenue.

“To just exhale,” she confessed. “I 
didn’t do that very often. But I did. Then 
I would go home.”

Willis remains devoted to an indus­
try known for its turnover rate and 
burnout challenges, which are com­
pounded by weekend and holiday shifts 
since the dispatch center has to pick up 
the phone every second of every day.

With plenty of schooling behind her, 
she applied because she was bored with 
a marketing job. She’ll reach her 31st 
work anniversary in late August and still 
loves dispatching.

It’s not the adrenaline rush that 
keeps her going. She likes helping peo­
ple, a skill she honed with family and 
friends before further developing the 
skill while working as a dispatcher.

Willis, now in her 50s, has seen dis­
patchers, especially the part-time ones, 
say their goodbyes. But she’s still taking 
calls at the Birmingham Police Depart­
ment for some special, outstanding rea­
sons that include her patient personal­
ity.

“Make sure you have the patience for 
this job,” she advised. “Make sure you 
have the patience, because you will 
need it, whether it’s a call that really up­
sets you and you have to push through it 
or there’s someone on the phone yelling 
at you because they don’t quite under­
stand your part of the job and they’re 
just angry.

“You have to be patient. You have to 
have patience for it. I hate to say it and 
people always do. But, honestly, every­
body can’t do this job. Not that I’m doing 
something that’s impossible. You have 
to have the patience for it.”

‘Know this city*

Willis started her dispatching career 
with Joya Davis, another Birmingham 
dispatcher who became her best friend.

Police Chief Mark Clemence said 
technology cannot replace their experi­
ence and historical knowledge.

“Dispatchers like Terez and Joya 
know this city,” he said. “They know the 
streets, the downtown, the neighbor­
hoods. They understand and embrace 
the professionalism that must occur 
and the level of customer service that 
must be maintained.

“They also know each and every offi­
cer. As chief, I am always comforted 
knowing that I have two 30-plus year 
veteran dispatchers working the desk. 
They know what they are doing, address 
(ing) crisis situations and ensur(ing) 
that the appropriate resources go to 
where they are needed.”

Clemence said the center has come a 
long way. About 35 years ago, before 
Willis and Davis came on board, dis­
patchers hand punched “D-cards,” or

with 31-year career urges patience

Birmingham Police Department employee Terez Willis is preparing to retire from dispatch work after 31 years on the job. 
She monitors multiple computer screens at the department’s Martin Street location, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

“You have to have the patience for it,” 
Willis says of dispatch work.

dispatch cards, and wrote out calls for 
service. The department log was done 
on a typewriter, and the dispatcher 
worked one radio counsel and four 
phone lines.

“Today, the entire dispatch center is 
completely computerized, and every of­
ficer can be dispatched electronically,” 
Clemence said. “Information is shared 
and all logs are automatically electron­
ically created and maintained.”

Birmingham has 12 dispatchers that 
include four part-timers fielding calls

from Birmingham and Beverly Hills. 
Full-time dispatchers now work 12-hour 
shifts, manning four 911 lines and 10 oth­
er emergency and non-emergency 
phone lines that flow into the dispatch 
center.

At any given time, there could be 
three dispatchers working the center, 
which also controls the citywide camera 
system.

Come a long way

Willis has seen the center evolve. She 
began her career with training that in­
cluded mock phone calls at City Hall.

“It helped me to be comfortable,” Wil­
lis said. “When I first walked into the 
dispatch center, ... even then, I looked 
and I thought, ‘Oh, I don’t know if I’m 
going to be able to do this.’ But I did. I 
did.

“You’re only going to learn so much in 
training. You are going to get a call that 
you’ve never heard of. You’re going to 
get some things you’ve never done. Your 
training just isn’t enough. A lot of it is on 
the job.”

She doesn’t remember her first call or 
the first “big one.” The oldest memory 
that sticks with her happened about five 
years into her time with Birmingham.
A child called because her mom 

passed out and apparently hit her head 
on marble floors.

“She’s screaming and dad’s in the 
background trying to do CPR. She’s try­
ing to tell him what to do, and she’s cry­
ing. I just wanted to hug her. I felt so

bad,” Willis said. “To this day, I don’t 
know how mom was. That’s kind of 
hard. We never know the end result for 
most of them.”

Willis used to get teased for listening 
to and trying to help people who seemed 
to just want to vent. But she has always 
enjoyed her job, which gave her per­
sonal and professional touchstones re­
garding some historical moments like 9/ 
11 and the 2003 blackout.

“I don’t know how I got to 31 (years). It 
just went,” she said. “You just keep 
working. You almost have to because 
you can have one (call) right after the 
other. You gotta be on your game to get 
through that one. You want to help. You 
just keep plugging away.”

Saying goodbye

To ease her mind, Willis now crafts.
She’s starting to consider a fall retire­

ment to spend more time with her fam­
ily. Until then, the Bedford Township 
woman will keep commuting to Bir­
mingham to take calls from people in 
need.

Retirement, when it happens, is 
bound to be bittersweet.

“I learned and gathered a lot of things 
here that I didn’t know (before) doing 
this job,” Willis said. “I will never forget 
it. It worked for me. It was good for me 
because I liked what I was doing. I al­
ways liked it.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Twitter: @susanvela.

What to do if you receive an unexpected inheritance
Money Matters
Rick Bloom 
Guest columnist

Dear Rick:
My wife and I recently received an 

unexpected inheritance of $150,000 
and I’d like to get your thoughts. We are 
in our late 40s and we both plan to work 
for at least another 15 years. Currently, 
my wife and I each have 401(k)s and 
roughly $20,000 in savings. For the last 
number of years, we have been support­
ing our son; however, now he is finan­
cially stable and on his own.

Our house in the current market is 
worth about $400,000. We owe a little 
over $300,000 and our mortgage rate is 
3% percent. We have some credit card 
debt, roughly $50,000, with interest 
rates that range from 11 percent to 20 
percent. Our only other debt is a home 
improvement loan of about $45,000 at 
8V2 percent.
My wife would like to take the inheri­

tance and pay down our mortgage. That 
way, by the time we retire we would

have no mortgage debt. I would like to 
invest the money for our retirement. 
What do you think?

Ron
Dear Ron:
I like the idea of using the money to 

invest; however, I also believe one of the 
best investments you can make is to pay 
off debt. For example, if you pay off a 
credit card that has 18& percent interest, 
you’re actually earning an 1834 percent 
return on your money. I can assure you 
there’s no investment that I know of 
that will give you a guaranteed 18^ per­
cent return. Therefore, to me it is a slam 
dunk to use the inheritance to first pay 
off your credit card debt. In addition, I 
also recommend that you pay off your 
home improvement loan. Similarly, this 
will give you a guaranteed 8H> percent re­
turn on your money, which is also a very 
good rate of return.

Next, make sure that you have an 
emergency fund of money available. I 
believe that everyone needs three to six 
months of living expenses that they 
keep liquid as an emergency fund. This 
helps protect your other investments.

For example, at the very beginning of 
the COVID-19 crisis, markets were in

H %

freefall. If for some reason you needed 
money at that time and you had to sell 
your investments, you would have tak­
en a significant hit. However, if you had 
an emergency fund, you would have 
been able to use that thus, allowing your 
investments time to recover.

Based on your situation, I would not 
recommend paying down your mort­
gage with the inheritance. I agree with 
your wife that it would be nice to be 
mortgage free upon retirement, but I 
don’t think it makes sense for you. Your 
mortgage rate is low, and I believe over 
the long run, by investing your money in 
a well-balanced and diversified growth 
portfolio, you would receive a much bet­
ter return than your mortgage after tax 
is costing you. Therefore, after estab­
lishing an emergency fund, I would rec­
ommend investing the money in a long­
term growth portfolio.

In addition, you should consider real­
locating the money that you were pay­
ing on your credit card debt and home 
improvement loans to your investment 
portfolio on a regular basis. You and 
your wife should also max out your 
401(k) contributions, and potentially 
make a Roth IRA contribution, if you are

i

eligible. Having the discipline to invest 
the money you are saving by paying 
down your debts will go a long way in ac­
complishing your goal of having more 
money saved for your retirement.

I know there are all sorts of different 
strategies about paying down debt. To 
me, it is rather simple. I like to first pay 
down debt that is costing me the most, 
in other words, the ones that have high­
est interest rate

All too often when people receive an 
inheritance, they look at it as found 
money that they can spend in any way 
as opposed to looking at it as an oppor­
tunity to improve their financial health.

I look at inheritances sort of like an 
unexpected bonus from work. I believe 
the best use for this money is to improve 
your financial wellbeing, which means 
paying down debt and investing the 
money. Especially today, where we still 
are in very uncertain times, getting your 
financial house in order will give you 
greater flexibility to manage your way 
through these times.

Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad­

visor. His website is www.bloom- 
advisors.com.
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When we say this sale ends on August 31st, we mean it! You only 
have 31 days to get this window discount and this patio and 
entry door discount!1
There are limited appointments available. Please call today to book 
your visit.

Sale ends August 31st!
Buy one window or door, 
get one window or doorA40%>
OFF

^$50^
Off

every window and door1
Minimum purchase of four. No minimum purchase required.

— $0 0 0% i .
Down Monthly Payments Interest

'.tor cnfecwtar-a**? from ?>: date but «s waved -1 paw ofifl warn 12 months.

THE FINAL WEEK to book your Virtual or In-Home Appointment
RENEWAL
byANDERSEN
KU ZKIOOM l tO» tSUCKH

MUTAflYDISCODNTnQQQQin n FWRTKES OF THE YIAKSw&Swrf&ertswe 734-335-8036
'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/18/2021. You must set your appointment by 8/31/2021 and purchase by 9/18/2021. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, gel one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% 
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 8/1/2021 and 9/18/2021.40% off windows and entry/patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, 
taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 8/31/2021 and purchase by 9/18/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans 
and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of 
the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions 
without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available 
at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. LO-GCI0709m-Q3
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Product only. Select styles. .

Save Big on Carpet, Hardwood, 
Vi ny i, and La rim n ate!

gf'fs;;

‘Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl, and laminate when 
you pay for installation, padding and materials. Excludes stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior 

„ purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
| available in all areas. Valid through 08/29/21. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
| Sales (except CAand MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at
8 EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today, LLC9
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Seaholm introduces new team to established system
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Seaholm football is team football. It’s 
a system that has brought the Maples 
back from mediocrity, following up 
four-straight losing seasons from 2014- 
17 to winning 21 of their next 31 games, 
making the playoffs in each of the past

three seasons.
Everyone in football program is fa­

miliar with the team’s system: the Veer, 
a “keep-away, ground-and-pound” of­
fense that excels in long drives and tak­
ing advantage of mistakes against ex­
hausted defenses.

It’s not one player doing the work, it’s 
a collective unit.

As head coach Jim DeWald watches 
his players stretch, a week of fall camp 
already complete, he admits he’s feeling 
much better than he did at the start. The 
Maples will only have two offensive 
starters and four defensive starters 
from the 2020 team returning.

But the growth is there, the most he’s 
seen in any other season donning the

maroon and white. And, really, that’s all 
he can ask for.

“There are so many young kids that 
have never stepped on this field,” De- 
Wald said. “At first it was scary, super 
scary; oh my gosh it’s not going to be 
good. But they’ve improved drastically.”

See SEAHOLM, Page 3B

Wayne Memorial football 
building preseason pride

Circle these 
HS football 
games on 
the calendar
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A high school football season is not 
defined by one win or one loss. But one 
game can tell you a lot about a group 
and what it will do for the rest of the 
season.

As practices rage on and the regular 
season schedule comes closer, here’s a 
look at a few definitive games ahead 
for Hometown Life area teams in 2021.

Detroit Catholic Central 
vs. Davison

Detroit Catholic Central’s last meet­
ing with Davison is one of the Sham­
rocks’ driving forces heading into the 
2021 season.

Coming into the 2020 regional final 
undefeated, Catholic Central could not 
find a way to move the ball against a 
Cardinals defense that allowed three 
touchdowns only once before the Divi­
sion 1 state finals. The overall view 
among the Shamrocks is that only a 
few correctable mistakes separated 
them and a regional title.

In the second game of the 2021 sea­
son, Catholic Central will have a 
chance at revenge, bringing back 
many of its offensive skill players

See GAMES, Page 2B

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Omari Rush knows what it’s like to 
win a football game at Wayne Memorial.

The senior slot receiver and corner- 
back looked back to his sophomore year, 
to a team that had not scored a point un­
til the final game of the season: a six- 
point win against Salem to close 2019.

One win compared to 24 losses in 
three seasons.

“That experience of seeing everyone 
happy and smile and laugh. We can ac­
tually smile after a football game, you 
know?” Rush said. “There hasn’t been a 
lot of winning here over the past couple 
of years.”
When head coach Michael Ryan took 

over as the Zebras’ head football coach, 
he knew what he was getting into. It’s a 
situation he’s been through before in his 
32 years as a football coach, including 
stints as the head coach at Howell and 
Swartz Creek.

It was familiar: he saw a group tired 
of losing, but it’s all they knew. Ryan 
knew what he had to do to change it.

“There’s not a sense of pride here 
with these kids at Wayne,” Ryan said. 
“They are like, ‘It’s Wayne.’ And I say, T 
don’t want to hear you talk about Wayne 
negatively. You need to be proud of 
where you’re from and what you stand 
for.’ ”

Ryan has 32 years of coaching experience.

Starting the turnaround

Ryan remembers what that first prac­
tice was like, where that mindset start­
ed to shift.

“If we challenged the kids, they 
would literally walk off the field,” Ryan 
said. “They came at their own time 
when they wanted to come at their own

time.
“When 75% of the team is ready to 

go, you would have 25% (in the 
stands). You’d yell to them and they 
wouldn’t move.”

It was really all Amarus Callaway 
was used to.

See PRIDE, Page 2B

New-look Novi 
football unites 
over changes 
in playbook
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Jim Sparks entered his first fall 
camp as Novi football’s head coach as 
the new guy, the one trying to fit in.

But he’s also the one completely 
changing everything, throwing a new 
offensive and defensive playbook at 
the players after spending 19 years as 
the head coach at Clawson. While the 
outcome remains the same - the sim­
ple goal of scoring more points than an 
opponent - Sparks chooses a different 
way to do it.

In his first practices at Novi, that 
change hasn’t been stressful. It’s actu­
ally been refreshing.

“For 20 years, we ran the same of­
fense where I was at. The kids would 
show up each year with the same bad 
habit they ended with the year before,”

See NOVI, Page 4B

BANKING THAT BRINGS IT ALL BACK HOME
Home loans can fund much more than your next fixer upper project. 
From dream vacations to your everyday wish list, our flexible 
lending options can help put your goals into motion faster.

Get more of what you want today.
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jlk Community 
Financial
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Visit CFCU.ORG/H0meL0an or call 
(877) 937-2328 to find out more.
Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. NMLS #440274.



Brother Rice football narrows focus

The Brother Rice football team hits the practice field Aug. 10. john heider/hometownlife.com

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Adam Korzeniewski knows what 
each practice is going to look like from 
the moment his Brother Rice football 
players step onto the field to the time 
they each leave. All the players have to 
do is bring the energy and be coachable 
and the Warriors will get work done.

The fifth-year head coach keeps that 
day-to-day mentality on the practice 
field and in the film room. There’s no 
free time to focus on what’s coming up. 
Korzeniewski wants his players to focus 
solely on the task at hand.

If they broaden their gaze just a bit, it 
can be a bit overwhelming.

Outside of the normal Catholic High 
School League schedule, in which all but 
one team is either Division 1 or 2, Broth­
er Rice will face a brutal non-conference 
schedule: Macomb Dakota and East 
Kentwood - both Division 1 programs; 
Division 2 state semifinalist Traverse 
City Central; and if the Warriors fail to 
make the CHSL Prep Bowl, Division 4 
state champion Detroit Country Day.

Korzeniewski said he’ll put up his 
schedule against anyone else’s in the 
entire state.

“There’s not a game on this schedule 
that’s a ‘gimme.’ Not even close,” Korze­
niewski said. “We could lose a lot of 
them if we don’t play well.”

But that’s not even the whole slate.
Brother Rice is also still looking for a 

Week 7 opponent after a contest against 
Dohn Community out of Cincinnati was 
canceled due to the COVID-19 pandem­
ic. Scheduling is something the head 
coach said the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association could have sup­
ported his program more on.

The Warriors’ 2021 schedule is a 
product of what the head coach wishes 
the MHSAA incentivized more pro­
grams across the state to do: schedule 
up against tough opponents.

“I don’t,” Korzeniewski said when 
asked why he wanted a schedule like the 
one Brother Rice is set to face in 2021. “In 
fact... it’s not about them. You’ve got to 
play good teams. Coach Fracassa used 
to say, ‘You’re always going to play a 
tough team game one because it forces

you to practice hard.’ It creates urgency, 
right, to get that much better as you 
move through the season. You are not 
catching up. You have already caught 
up.

“I didn’t choose to play that schedule. 
I was very, very vocal about getting oth­
er coaches in the state to actually sched­
ule up.”

To senior linebacker Jackson Minelli, 
the schedule doesn’t change the way the 
team works.

It’s one game at a time. One team at a 
time.

“We prepare every week like no one 
else,” Minelli said. “We know everyone 
else’s game plan going into the game; we 
know what they want to run, where they 
want to attack us. We just focus on that 
all week, so by the time we get into 
games, there really isn’t anything we 
haven’t seen.”

Brother Rice will have some weapons

to work with in 2021
On offense, the Warriors will return 

eight starters including junior running 
back Nolan Ray, senior wide receiver 
Cole Lacanaria and four-out-of-five of­
fensive linemen, working with senior 
quarterback and first-year starter Mark 
Gojcaj.
On defense, Brother Rice will return 

six players to a unit that allowed no 
more than 25 points in a single game 
once, recording its best defensive per­
formance since 2016. Minelli will lead 
the group at linebacker along with sen­
ior safety and captain Josh Filar and 
senior defensive end Luke Sands.

Ray knows the potential of this 
group, especially after coming close in 
2020 to breaking the streak of failing to 
get out of the district round of the post­
season. The junior running back feels 
that Brother Rice has the ability to com­
pete with each team on its schedule.

“I’m just excited because we are go­
ing against good competition every 
week,” Ray said. “I know we can handle 
it. I’m ready to put our team to the test 
and really see what we can do.”

Brother Rice definitely has the histo­
ry on its side: the 10 state titles, the 15 
players who made it to the NFL.

Even though the Warriors don’t have 
a state title since 2013, Korzeniewski 
still feels his team has a target on its 
back, something the head coach hopes 
rallies the team each week, one game at 
a time.

“What you hope is that fuels the guys 
with motivation during the week to do 
what you ask them to do and to play like 
you’re going to get a really big test,” Kor­
zeniewski said. “Because the other 
team, you make their season by being 
able to come there.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay(g)hometownlife. com.

Pride
Continued from Page IB

The senior running back and line­
backer said the previous two coaching 
staffs weren’t too strict on rules, leading 
a group of undisciplined and unmoti­
vated players who put on their pads for a 
team that had not recorded a winning 
season since 2006.

“Before at Wayne, we would kind of 
just play around and have fun, not really 
care what the coaches are saying,” Call­
away said. “Now it’s like new. It’s differ­
ent.”

It was a program Ryan was set to be a 
part of anyway, joining the team initially 
as a defensive coordinator under Jari 
Brown before the head coach left for a 
coordinator job Muskegon Reeths-Puff- 
er.

The turnaround for Ryan started 
from the moment he was hired as a

coach, coming in with the goal of devel­
oping trust through actions and rela­
tionships instead of solely words.
When the retired special education 

teacher was promoted to head coach, he 
began to see the buy in, the accountabil­
ity, the sense that these practices were 
different from what they used to be, 
something his players made clear.

“It just feels that everybody actually 
wants to be here and play,” senior quar­
terback Julian Shelby said. “We are go­
ing harder, everybody’s going 100... You 
can just feel that everybody wants to 
play football.”

Building from the core

Wayne Memorial does not come into 
2021 with a lot to work with, carrying 32 
players on its varsity roster heading into 
its season opener against Novi.

While the group may be small, Ryan 
knows he has some athletes to utilize, 
from Shelby, a senior quarterback with

4.4 speed, to senior three-star safety 
Travon Steverson, who holds an offer 
from Butler.

“There’s about six or seven of this 
core group. And they have been playing 
together for a while. Now their buddies 
broke off... these guys stuck around,” 
Ryan said. “They said two days ago... 
‘There’s finally a coaching staff that has 
an idea.’ They are buying in.

“Our core group is going to be as good 
as what others put on the field. And 
you’ll see that, too.”

While Wayne Memorial will have 
plenty of speed at its skill positions, the 
Zebras’ strength will be on the line. Ryan 
views his offensive line as a potential 
gamechanger, using five players over 6 
feet, 250 pounds, including two above 
6-foot-5, 300 pounds.

As the Zebras prepare to open their 
season, Ryan’s focus is on developing 
the entire roster instead of just the core, 
giving him the ability to rotate players in 
and out to keep them fresh. Even more

important, he wants the entire roster to 
buy into what he’s teaching.

“Livonia Churchill, they have their 
core group and the rest of them are 
bought in. They want to do what’s right 
for Livonia Churchill,” Ryan said. “We 
got to get that other group to do what’s 
right, to own Wayne, not just put a hel­
met on and play for Wayne, but owner­
ship of Wayne football.”

Steverson sees that potential. He 
knows the talent better than anyone, 
growing up with Shelby and Callaway.

Heading into his final set of presea­
son practices with Wayne Memorial, he 
can sense the difference: people believe 
in this program. The school thinks that 
this football team is heading in the right 
direction.

All Steverson and the rest of his 
teammates have to do is build off that 
preseason momentum.

“We’re going to try and start some­
thing and have them finish it,” Stever­
son said.

Games
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along with the majority of its defensive 
front seven to face the Cardinals, which 
have made the state finals in each of the 
past two seasons.

Catholic Central will host Davison at 
7 p.m., Sept. 3.

Seaholm vs. Groves

Over the past two seasons, this rival­
ry between Birmingham’s two public 
schools has really heated up.

It was a rivalry Groves once dominat­
ed, beating Seaholm all six times be­
tween 2014-18. But after the Falcons 
won their seventh straight against the 
Maples in 2019, Seaholm woke up, blast­
ing Groves, 42-7 in the district final.

The two schools split its matchups 
again in 2020 with Groves taking the 
nine-point victory in the second round 
of the postseason.

As Groves looks to continue the con­
sistency it’s had over the past eight sea­
sons - other than an ineligibility issue 
prematurely ending the Falcons season 
and leading to forfeited games in 2020 - 
and Seaholm continues its rise to being 
competitive in the OAA over the past

til I

three seasons, this rivalry game usually 
shows where each team is at overall.

Seaholm will host Groves 7 p.m., 
Sept. 17.

Livonia Franklin vs.
Westland John Glenn

John Glenn showed up against Livo­
nia Franklin in 2020.

Holding onto a 31-13 third-quarter 
lead, the Rockets’ offense came alive, 
scoring three touchdowns in the final 
quarter-and-a-half to earn its first win 
of the season. With a pass-first head 
coach Calvin Griggs at the helm, John 
Glenn threw for 248 yards with four 
touchdown passes against the Patriots 
offense.

Franklin will know what to expect 
Sept. 24. The Patriots are bringing back 
an experienced secondary, hoping to 
improve the overall defense after allow­
ing 30.7 points per game a season ago: 
the worst in program history.

John Glenn will also know what to 
expect. Despite losing senior quarter­
back Aaron Rieskamp, sophomore 
quarterback Nick Wetmore stepped up 
against Stevenson in the playoffs, 
throwing a pair of touchdowns and an 
interception with 153 yards. But whoev­
er is at quarterback against the Patriots 
is expected to be the go-to guy, especial-

v

ly in Griggs’ offense.
Like in 2020, this matchup will be a 

prime opportunity for John Glenn and 
Franklin to see where their strengths are 
and how they adapt to game planning 
against their weaknesses.

Livonia Franklin will take on John 
Glenn at home 7 p.m., Sept. 24.

South Lyon East vs. Lakeland

Both Lakeland and South Lyon East 
are on a quest to get over the hump, but 
in different ways.

For Lakeland, that goal doesn’t come 
until the playoffs where the team has 
advanced to the district finals in three of 
the last four years. The Eagles, however, 
have not won a district championship 
since 2008.

For South Lyon East, it’s competing 
with the big dogs in the Lakes Valley 
Conference, finishing third a season ago 
but posting a combined record of 1-24 
against Lakeland, South Lyon and 
Walled Lake Western since the football 
program was established.

Both LVC programs are in new eras 
with Jacob Topp taking over the Cou­
gars and James Calhoun taking over the 
Eagles. This Week 7 matchup could give 
people a clear picture at where each of 
these teams are going heading into the 
playoffs.

South Lyon East will take on Lake­
land at home 7 p.m., Oct. 8.

Livonia Stevenson 
vs. Livonia Churchill

Last year, the Livonia city title was as 
close as close can be. Each of the games 
were decided by 11 or less points, with 
Churchill, Franklin and Stevenson fin­
ishing second, fourth and fifth, respec­
tively, in the KLAA East.

In the final game prior to the KLAA 
Crossover to end the regular season, 
Churchill’s matchup with Stevenson 
could very well decides who gets the 
city trophy.

Stevenson’s not going to look the 
same, bringing three starters from each 
side of the ball back for 2021, but the 
Spartans will have an idea of what it can 
do with the talent it has by the time it 
faces Churchill: a roster filled with third- 
year starters, who are hoping to get past 
the regional final for the first time in 
school history.

Since 2010, 10 of Stevenson and 
Churchill’s matchups have been decid­
ed by two touchdowns or less.

Livonia Stevenson will host Livonia 
Churchill 7 p.m., Oct. 15.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Twitter: @ColinGayl7.



Seaholm football team members run quarterback and running back handoff drills as head coach Jim DeWald looks on.
PHOTOS BY COLIN GAY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Seaholm’s offensive line will play a big role in the Maples’ success this season.

Seaholm
Continued from Page IB

Recipe remains the same

The recipe for success has been the 
same over the past three seasons: maxi­
mize long offensive possessions and 
make quick stops defensively to get the 
ball back and to keep the clock running.

After two straight seasons of averag­
ing over 35 points per game, the Sea­
holm offense came back to earth in 
2020, averaging 25.6 points per game 
with only two games of more than 40 
points.

Even with a lot of the familiar pieces 
- quarterback Caleb Knoer, running 
back William McBride and running back 
Jackson Vance - graduated, the Maples’ 
offensive system is viewed as some­
thing that can be learned, that anyone 
can find success in no matter the experi­
ence.

To senior offensive guard and line­
backer Jacob Vance, coming into his 
fourth year on varsity, it’s all about the 
buy in.

“I know people are like, ‘Oh we run 
Veer and don’t pass that much.’ People 
don’t really understand that yet. It’s 
more of a team thing,” Vance said. “You 
buy in, everybody does their job, every­
body does what they are supposed to do, 
it works out and everybody loves it. No­
body regrets it.”

Vance said the seniors on the roster 
have done a great job setting the expec­
tations early, from summer lifts to the 
first workouts, knowing there still 
would be a learning curve for the juniors 
and sophomores that had never played 
varsity football before, but beginning 
that transition earlier.

Now, during fall camp, everyone 
seems to have an idea of what it takes to 
be successful at Seaholm.

“Seaholm football in general comes 
with a lot of toughness and hard work,” 
senior running back, slot receiver and 
cornerback Jack Trinch sad. “We’re a 
program where we care a lot about all 
the small details: showing up on time 
every day, working as hard as you can, a 
lot of players coaching other players.”

Quick lessons necessary

While Seaholm stepped up last year 
defensively, allowing 22.1 points per

game and only three games of 30 points 
or more, DeWald feels the unit is the one 
that needs the most work.

It’s not because the players don’t un­
derstand what’s going on systematical­
ly. It’s the uncertainty about how that 
head knowledge will translate when the 
lights are on.

“It’s just different when you have a 
guy that’s going to tattoo you and you

haven’t been on the field,” DeWald said. 
“I think that’s going to be the biggest 
eye-opener for our kids.”

Along with Vance and Trinch, middle 
linebacker and center Luke Weischmey- 
er, DeWald said, has stepped up as one 
of the main leaders of the group, along 
with senior defensive back and wide re­
ceiver Grant Wanecek.

But the X-factor for Seaholm could

come from its sophomore class, led by 
safety and A-back Kyle Robbins, who 
DeWald said will play big minutes for 
the Maples in 2021.

The first-time varsity players are go­
ing to be forced to learn quickly, facing a 
packed OAA White schedule along with 
crossover battles against Clarkston, 
Lake Orion and Rochester Hills Stoney 
Creek.

But with Seaholm, it’s always been 
about the effort given, something 
Weischmeyer is focusing on heading 
into his final season.

“It’s not about how talented you are,” 
he said. “If you are giving the effort each 
play, you’re eventually going to be suc­
cessful.”

That’s why DeWald’s encouraged by 
the development he’s seen, masking 
any sense of fear that may come with 
the lack of experience his team has. If 
they follow the system, good things will 
come.

“I would say don’t expect anything 
different than what you’ve seen from 
the past couple years,” Vance said. “We 
have enough guys that have seen how to 
do it. We know what to do, we just have 
to execute.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Twitter: @ColinGayl7.

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS^ DAYS!

Struggling to fill 
your open positions?

Get your job openings in front of everyone!

Our editorial team is planning 
coverage Labor Day Weekend 
that focuses on the local job 
markets, with information on 
hiring trends and advice for 
jobseekers.

Get in front of our local news 
audience - online, in print, 
and on social media - for 
great exposure for your 
much-needed hiring boost!

Take advantage of our LABOR DAY special offer 
for creative recruitment advertising solutions.

LOCALiQ RECRUITMENT
CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN MORE & GET STARTED! 
e. RECRUITADS@LOCALIQ.COM • p. 1-855-288-3272 

WWW.LOCALIQRECRUITMENT.COM

HOMESOLUTIONSMCoKURTIS
FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY248-450-6253

Ml Lie #2102222470
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150

BTh We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

'With the purchase of cabinet refacing. “New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer 
includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, cut-outs or 

upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 9/7/21.
LO-GCIO60D941 -01
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‘Slowest person’ on HS team wins Howell Melon Run
Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HOWELL — High school distance 
running is difficult enough, even more 
so for someone who can’t stay healthy 
and gets progressively slower.

Those people are usually never to be 
heard from again, because who wants to 
stick with something that has given 
them nothing but pain and frustration?

Lauren Gores, a 2020 Howell High 
School graduate, wasn’t ready to give up 
running, even if the sport hadn’t treated 
her kindly while running for the High­
landers.

Her dedication to running is paying 
off in a remarkable way.

Gores was the wom­
en’s winner in the Howell 
Melon Run five-kilometer 
race with a time of 20 
minutes, 16.8 seconds on 
a hot Friday evening in 
downtown Howell. She Gores 
was seventh overall.

In high school, she would have been 
considered the least likely runner to win 
her hometown race.

“I actually was the slowest person on 
the team,” she said.

There was a valid reason.
“I was anemic,” she said. “I had three 

blood transfusions. It helped me run 
faster.”
When Gores came out for cross coun­

try as a sophomore in 2017, she got off to 
a promising start. She ran what turned 
out to be her fastest time in high school 
in her third career race, posting a time of 
22:58. But she was running in the 28s by 
the end of her junior year and had to 
shut it down because of injuries after 
opening her senior year with a time of 
31:42.

“I always just had a passion for run­
ning, so I never gave up until I actually 
had to go to the hospital,” Gores said. “I 
didn’t start getting faster until I got my 
blood up more. It was still low.”

Howell cross country coach Clay Woll 
recalls the battle Gores had staying 
healthy in high school.

“It was always something,” Woll said.

“It was a stress fracture at one point. 
She had a thing with her calves that was 
constantly having something happen. 
We always attributed it to form. We tried 
to remedy that, and it didn’t work out 
the way we wanted. There’s a million 
running forms out there. She’s learned 
to mold hers into something that pro­
duces good times.”

Woll said it’s rare for a runner who 
wasn’t successful in high school to stick 
with the sport after graduating.

“It’s really a testimonial of putting 
your nose to the grindstone,” he said. 
“Hard work pays off. Hard work beats 
talent when talent doesn’t work hard. 
She’s certainly putting in the work to 
prove that age-old adage.”

Novi
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Sparks said. “Here, everybody started 
with a clean slate.

“The first time I teach Tommy Phi- 
mister, the first time I teach Noah Fitz­
gerald, even if they are on different ends 
of the spectrum in terms of size and the 
position they play, they both start from 
ground zero. Neither one of them knew 
the terminology, neither one of them 
knew the footwork. It’s been great to 
start with a whole new group of dudes 
with no knowledge of what we are do­
ing.”

Sparks plans for the offense to be a 
clear shift in 2021, moving from the mid­
line, triple option look - focusing the 
run-based offensive look between the 
quarterback, full back and running back 
- to more of a traditional spread offense. 
It’s an offense that’s in need of a spark, 
having averaged 25 points or less in 
each of its past four seasons.

It’s an offense senior offensive and 
defensive lineman Tommy Phimister 
said quarterback Luke Aurilia is respon­
ding well to, saying that his understand­
ing is vital for the whole unit clicking on 
all cylinders.

But it’s been more of an individual 
process.

Junior running back and outside 
linebacker Cole Shires said the shift has

taken a lot of time, spending time with 
individual position groups, learning 
routes, blocking schemes and footwork, 
later seeing how it all fits together.

These are the intricate details Sparks 
feasts on: focusing on stance and where 
to place your hands, to the angle of your 
spine.

“You never master it, and that’s 
what’s so great about this game,” Sparks 
said.

Even with six returners on a defense 
that allowed just over 24 points per 
game in 2020, Sparks said the difficulty 
is getting players comfortable with his 
terminology and philosophy.

“There’s some techniques that are 
different that are taught. That’s difficult 
for them and difficult for us too because 
we’re trying to un-coach them to re- 
coach them,” Sparks said. “It’s not what 
they were doing before was wrong. It

was just different.
“The outcome is what we all want. 

We just choose a different way to do it.”
This is something Phimister’s had to 

do before.
The senior offensive and defensive 

lineman remembers joining the Wild­
cats three years ago and learn the triple 
option under former head coach Jeff 
Burnside. This time, as one of the sen­
iors on a roster that has not seen a win­
ning season since 2016, he’s seen his 
teammates respond well to the change.

“I think everybody comes out here 
with the work ethic of just trying to get 
better every day, and I think it’s paying 
off,” Phimister said. “Compared to the 
first day to where we are at now, I think 
it’s a whole world’s difference.”

Sparks knows it’s not perfect. He also 
won’t have an idea of where his team is 
at until its first scrimmage one week be­
fore the season officially starts Aug. 26.

But it’s something challenging that’s 
uniting the team.

“It’s inspiring because every guy’s 
coming out working, trying their best, 
trying to get a starting spot, working 
their hardest, making everyone else bet­
ter,” Novi junior offensive tackle and de­
fensive end Preston Phimister said. 
“We’re coming out here united, making 
a little community.”

Novi opens the 2021 season at home 
against Wayne Memorial. Kickoff is set 
for 7 p.m., Aug. 26.

cgay@hometownlife. com

Are You Ready For 
New Floors?

W@ mak© shopping for new floors easy by bringing our 
Mobil© Flooring Showroom* to your home. Our Design 
Associates will guide you through thousands of flooring 
options so you can choose the best option for your style 
and budget, Safely complete your flooring project with 
Floor Coverings International®,

FLOOR COVERINGS

Shop Local. Book a Free Consultation!
1 947-600-7060 • bookfci.com
oO
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Design Your Dream Both & Save

50% OFF
Profesriional Installation of 
Your KOI II f \< Walk In Bath

m m

$$$

No Payments for 18 MONTHS'

Call today for your FREE in-home quotel
©(313)241-9116

'Offer ends August 31, 2021. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Qty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of 
Buffalo, NY, §0% off Installation tabor applies to the Installation of tha Walk-In Bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing 
and electrical. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. ’Subject to credit 
approval, interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest ts waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration 
of fhe promotional period. There Is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreanSky® 
consumer loan programs Is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GraenSky® Program is 
a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or 
services from participaling merchants. Participating landers are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenBky® is a 
registered trademark pf GreanSky, U-C. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 
GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

10-60069342903



Leaf^ Filter
GUTTER
PROTECTION

INSTALLS ON NEW 
& EXISTING GUTTERS

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

5% OFF

% OFF
SENIORS & MILITARY 
ON TOP OF THE 15%!

TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY"

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

Promo Code: 364
’Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

Hanger

New or Existing 
Gutters

1111 ■! ■— rvtss
^ CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

I IPFTIMF A COMPANY OF
WARRANTY ^LHS

•The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognited LeafFilier as the "ft rated professionally Installed 
gutter guard system In America." •For those who qualify- One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year, “Must present at time of estimate. See 

Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured In Plalnwell, Michigan and processed at IMT Mercer Group In Ohio.
CSLBd 1035795 DOPL H107B3658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 
License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 270S132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License* H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 
Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# S2229-H

License# 2705169445 License# 262000022
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OFFICE OF THE WAYNE COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER 
TONQUISH CREEK DRAIN

NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION
DATE: Thursday, September 2, 2021

TIME: 5:30 PJVL

LOCATION: REMOTE ELECTRONIC ACCESS 
httns^/us02web.zoom.us/i/86142684218
Call-in: (888) 475-4499
Meeting ID: 861 4268 4218
Passcode: 934811

QUESTIONS: (313) 482-9465

A Board of Determination will be convened through remote electronic access 
as provided in this Notice. Proceedings at this hearing are being conducted pursuant to 
the provisions of the Michigan Open Meetings Act and other applicable laws, orders, and 
regulations. The Board of Determination is being held via remote electronic access due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and related federal and state agency rules and recommendations.

A Board of Determination is meeting electronically to hear all interested persons, 
receive evidence and determine whether the maintenance and improvement, as set forth in 
a petition that was properly filed with the Wayne County Drain Commissioner’s Office, is 
necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience, or welfare, pursuant to Chapter 8 
of Public Act 40 of 1956, as amended.

A presentation will be made to the Board of Determination, which outlines a brief 
history of the Drainage District, and describes the roles, responsibilities and decisions made 
by a Board of Determination. The presentation is to provide background for landowners and 
municipalities in the Drainage District and to facilitate the dissemination of information and 
the receipt of testimony of landowners in the Drainage District. The Board of Determination 
will make its decision at the end of the meeting.

Electronic participation will be conducted through Zoom. The Board of 
Determination may be accessed through any device supporting the Zoom app, which includes 
many computers, laptops, and smartphones. Users on a computer or laptop will be given 
the option to join the meeting through a web browser without downloading the Zoom app. 
Additionally, individuals may call into the Board of Determination by telephone

Prior to the Board of Determination

• Telephone. Questions may be asked prior to the meeting by calling (313) 482-9465.
• Written Comments. All written public comments received prior to the day of the Board of 
Determination will be made part of the public record for the Board of Determination.
• Zoom. Download the Zoom app to your device to ensure there is time to obtain technical 
advice prior to the Board of Determination.
•Special Access. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective 
participation in the Board of Determination should contact the Drain Commissioner’s Office 
at (313) 482-9465 (voice) or through the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 
hours in advance of the Board of Determination to request mobility, visual, hearing, or other 
assistance.

On the Day of the Board of Determination:

• Meeting Link. To participate electronically through Zoom, you can access the Board of 
Determination through the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86142684218. When 
prompted, the Zoom Meeting Passcode is: 934811.
• Telephone Participation. For participation on Zoom via telephone, please call: (888) 475- 
4499. When prompted, the Zoom Meeting ID is: 861 4268 4218. TTie Zoom Meeting Passcode 
is: 934811.
• Participation. Once individuals have joined the Board of Determination, the Chairperson 
will provide further information about procedures for participation.

After the Board of Determination

Anyone aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Determination may seek judicial review 
pursuant to MCL 280.72a

Elmeka N. Steele, Esq. 
Wayne County Drain Commissioner

Publish: August 22, 2021 LO-0000359917 3«9 5
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass(§>dnps.com
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' VISA DOC VH'_

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Great Buys CareersSSS’f smaw
neighborly deals... new beginnings...

<3^ Garage-Tag Sale ■’O’ Engineering & IT
Barn Sale, 2275 W Wardlow Road, 
Highland, 48357 Aug 26: 9-5, Aug 27: 9-5, Aug 28: 9-3, Furniture, Bar 
Stools, household items, decora­tions, wicker baskets ___

Assorted
Items

all kinds of things...
Wanted to Buy

North American Lighting, Inc. seeks 
Design Engineer II in Farmington 
Hills, Ml to plan, perform, and 
manage the design, development, and 
transfer to manufacturing of new 
programs. Apply at 
https://www.iobpostingtoday.com/ 
Ref# 48986.

Finance
Accounting Clerk: Compute, classify, and record accounting data. Req'd. HS Diploma/GED. Mail resume to 
jobsite: Saya Sushi, 31823 Plymouth 
Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150

Wanted Older Motorcycles Used , 
ATV's Boats 8> Motors In Any Condition., (248)567-9157

Find what you want in CLASSIFIED!”y

Find what you 
want in 

CLASSIFIED!
LIGHT MANUFACTURING

Growing company in New Hudson 
has full time positions available.

Prior manufacturing experience preferred. 
Looking for responsible individuals 

who take pride in their work. Competitive salary 
and benefits. Interested parties should mail, 

email or fax their resume or 
stop by to fill out an application.
57575 Travis Road, New Hudson, Ml 48165 

Phone #1-248-486-3372 l Fax #1-248-486-3379 
iv-gcio7o?607-oi Email - dave@psisprings.com

Transportation!

best deal for you...
^ Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free fowing 7days 734-223-5581

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED-TRUCK DRIVER
CDL-A DRIVERS WANTED, 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE, EXCELLENT PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS, 401k, DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND WAYNE DISPATCH, CALL 
KIRT586-752-4529 EXT 1032

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FRE LeatFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-495-1709
WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantRnders.com

We can self it in CLASSIFIED!

MILFORD
WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
HOMETOWN EXPERTS

LOCATION,LOCATION,LOCATION.

WHERE YOU 
ADVERTISE 
MATTERS!

Check out our new field sales role!
As a Hometown Expert, you’re the local tech 
specialist who brings passion and know-how 
to every sale. You’ll set your neighbors up with 
America’s largest, fastest, and most reliable 
5G network, and enjoy amazing rewards like 

competitive base salary & incentives, 
tuition reimbursement, stock, 401(k) 

and so much more!

tmobile.careers/hometownjobs

Market Your Home 
Where More Locals Look. 
Reach thousands of potential 
buyers in your local market 
when you present your 

property in our
Real Estate section.

■T Mobile Observer & Eccentric
T-Mobile USA, Inc. is nn Equal Opportunily Employer.. hometownlife.com Ty,TYT

A GANNETT COMPANYSELL IT BUY IT FIND IT For more information,cars tickets pets collectibles cameras coins instruments jewelry 
furniture computers and so much more call 800-579-7355

Place your classified ad today.
>•

www.hometownlife.com



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Super Crossword CONTRIBUTING
EDITOR

ACROSS
1 Puck surface 
4 Transparent 
9 Nick of 

“Weeds”
14 Urged (on)
19 Source of 

bean curd
20 Figure skater 

Sonja
21 Luau “hello”
22 Thousand: 

Prefix
23 Soft leather 

sewn over 
fabric tears?

26 Poker entry 
fee

27 Elevate
28 USMC rank
29 Tabby that’s 

a national 
government’s 
mascot?

31 Peace 
Nobelist 
Wiesel

32 Sounded like 
a cow

34 Antarctic 
penguin

35 Enticingly 
beautiful 
mugs?

40 Braininess
43 How distant 

stars shine
44 White-rayed 

flower
47 T revor of 

‘The Daily 
Show”

1

48 Port on 
the Gulf of 
Mexico

52 Poet Doolittle 
who did all of 
her writing in 
her boudoir?

55 Caspian Sea 
feeder

56 “Don’t leave!”
59 Easily spread 

cheese
60 Put 

decorations 
on your 
phone, 
then dial 
someone’s 
number?

66 Ticked by
71 Warrant
72 Wearing a 

fancy crown
74 Verdi opera
75 Maker of 

Galaxy 
phones

77 Crustacean 
that’s most 
active just 
before 
sunup?

79 “Exile” New 
Age artist

81 Falco with 
four Emmys

82 Notion, in 
Nantes

83 Black hole 
sucking in 
everything 
around it?

90 People 
lamenting

93 $$$ spitter- 
outers

94 Like clipped 
sheep

95 Consumers
97 Tooted
100 Smug 

know-it-alls 
shoplift?

106 Having its 
petroleum 
imported, as 
a nation

109 Cosmic 
path

110 “My treat!”
111 Subtract the 

cost of an 
adhesive roll?

115 Bruin Bobby
116 Red-eyed 

songbirds
118 Actress 

Donovan of 
“Clueless”

119 Shopping 
containers 
holding more 
sinful items?

122 Salk of the 
Salk vaccine

123 Modify
124 Cliff nest
125 Luau gift
126 Viewpoint
127 Insolent
128 Norwegian 

money
129 Reno-to-L.A. 

dir.

DOWN
1 Emanates
2 Duo
3 Lashes’ base
4 See 87-Down
5 Shoved off
6 Rocker Brian
7 Use a fan on
8 Steinbeck 

novella, with 
‘The”

9 “Platoon” 
war zone, in 
brief

10 Snowman in 
“Frozen”

11 Box in an 
opera house

12 Silents star 
Bara

13 Mollified
14 Mummify
15 Former New 

York City 
mayor Rudy

16 Antifreeze 
compound

17 Kazan of 
filmdom

18 By —of 
(owing to)

24 God, to Henri
25 Baldwin of 

"Still Alice”
30 Apt., e.g.
32 Brunch quaff
33 “My man!”
36 Roman 401
37 Quirky habit
38 Brake part
39 Male title of 

respect

41
42
45
46
48
49
50
51

52
53
54
57
58

61
62
63
64

65
67
68
69
70 
73
76
78
80
83
84

Smidgen 
“— Na Na” 
Bawl
Days of old 
Lipstick units 
Action venue 
Female title 
of respect 
Ancient 
Roman lower 
class 
Via
automobile 
Director 
Forman 
Moor shrub 
It blasts 
Take — 
(swim or 
bathe)
Given a hint 
Singer 
Loggins 
“Rules — 
rules”
Worker filling 
a cargo hold, 
say
Spearhead 
Great risk 
Begin to fail 
Bugs bugger 
Fudd 
Ninnies 
Imbiber’s 
hwy. offense 
P.E. places 
Most recent 
“Makes 
sense now” 
Chitchat 
Map no.

85 Editing
86 Adoption of a 

cause
87 With 4-Down, 

cooking 
reality series

88 Uno tripled
89 Prefix with 

spore
91 Dadaist Jean
92 Prefix with 

thermal
95 Toni 

Braxton’s “— 
My Heart”

96 Swizzle stick
98 Totally cover
99 Speck

101 Yank who 
wore #13

102 Wine stopper
103 Genuflects
104 Overplays it
105 Actress 

O’Shea
107 “— the best 

of times ...”
108 Boxer Ali
111 —vu
112 University 

in North 
Carolina

113 Agts.’ cuts
114 Just makes, 

with “out”
116 Narcissistic
117 “Makes 

sense now”
120 Suffix

with cook or 
mock

121 “My man!”

19

23

27

31

35

20

24

7 8

25

9 10 11 12

21
J

29

15 16 17 18

26

48 49 50 51

55

60 61 62

71

75

83 84 85 86

93

97

111 112

118

122
126

hoe

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 orsmcclellan@michigan.com.

102 103 104 105 i.•c
<

110 oc
<D

__ 3

&
<S)i 11 ■ ®
3
2.
o>1 125 2
SioCVJ

129 ■ @

1 9 4
6 5 3

9 3 7
8 3 4

3 6 8
2 4 1

7 5 2
4 6 1

5 8 9
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

FAMILY TREE
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.
H Y 
W R 
N O
A
L
C
C
D
A
U
G
H
T
E
R
R
S
V
M

T
S
I
H
H
E
P
L
G
Y
O
L
E

P
E
D
I
G

S 
E 
I
R 
A 
I
D 
T

M M N

E
B
E
Y
M

R R 
C E 
I E

K G 
S T

O R 
O 
I
J 
I 
I
R

D 
T W 
K H 
R B

E
N
E
R
V
T
U

O G 
I Y 
H Q

V
H
B R 
D O 
S T 
A S 
P E 
R C 
H N 
G A

G 
O 
I T 
Q G 
S O

M G 
S A

I
R
T

I
T
V
E

K Q 
T T 
N I

S
C
I
O
B
S
I
G
E
N
D

A G 
Q R 
E S
L
T
A
A
P

N
S
U
S
N
E
C
L
E
T
N
E
T
G
T
I
R
L
D

G
G
E
N
E
T
I
C
S
s
o
p
s
T
N
T
N
T
E

W
L
I
B
R
A
R
Y

ROD
Y 
N 
A 
S 
T
Y 
R 
G

R G E 
E N N 

I E 
R A 
P 
S 
F

O U F 
Y H O 
DSP

C
S
R
F
S

ANCESTORS
BAPTISM
BIRTHS
BREED
CEMETERY
CENSUS
CERTIFICATE
CHRISTENING
CLAN
DATES
DAUGHTER
DEATHS
DEEDS
DIARIES
DYNASTY
FATHER
FOLKS
GENEALOGY
GENETICS
HERITAGE
HISTORY
ISSUE
KIN
LETTERS
LIBRARY
LINEAGE
LOCALITY
MICROFILM
MIGRATION
MOTHER
OFFSPRING
ORIGINS
PARENTS
PATERNITY
PEDIGREE
PHOTOGRAPHS
RECORDS
REGISTERS
ROOTS
SIBLINGS
SIRES
SON
TRIBE
WILLS

ANSWER KEY

9 z 6 8 e l Z 9
S l e Z 9 z t? 6 8
Z 8 p l 6 s e Z 9
e 6 V S 8 z 9 Z
8 Z 8 z l 9 6 e V

l V 9 e z 6 8 8 l
l 9 Z 9 8 8 Z 6
6 e z V s l- 9 8 Z

9 8 6 z z 9 l €

SELL YOUR CAR
ADOPT A PET
GET A JOB
FIND A HOUSE
BUY A BOAT
FIND A
GET A
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.
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BRING YOUR FLOOR TO LIFE
TmTech Concrete Coatings are not only beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

GARAGE FLOOR PATIO POOL DECK
♦ Easy to keep clean ♦ 100% antibacterial ♦ Formulated for ♦ Slip resistant
♦ Will not chip, peel or fade & antimicrobial ♦ Michigan winters ♦ Endless color options

Let us take care of the back­
breaking work of moving your 
contents! Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you covered.

We place your contents in an 
on-site locked storage unit so 
you can rest assured your things j 
are dry and safe.

We Floor
Watch the transformation as 
we liven up your space with 
our lifetime warranted coating | 
system called GatorGuard!
Then we return and safely place | 
your items back.

Google
Reviews

several 
colors to 
choose 
eromi

TRU
CONCRETE COATINGS

734-236-9222
Only Authorized dealer of 

Penntek Industrial Coatings in 
Southeast Michigan

STRONGER
than epoxy!!!

Find us on Facebook ^
LO-GCI0690539-03

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

FREE Installation*
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!5
•Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special 

^ orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other 
| offer or discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/21.3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056, 
J CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, OR #209181, PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS, 
l Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00, 
§ VA #2705172678 (Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC). © 2021 3 Day Blinds LLC.

1 AMERICAN MKT1F I

KOHLER
Walk-In Bath & ( JShower Systems

DIGITAL SHOWER SYSTEMNEW CONTROL EVERY PART OF YOUR SHOWER 
EXPERIENCE FROM ONE EASY-TO-USE INTERFACE
KOHLER LuxStone

Work with your New Bath Today Guru to design your KOHLER® LuxStone™ 
Walk-In system. Your Guru makes designing your dream shower or bath 
easy. They will help you create a space suited to your needs-with exquisite 
features all bearing the Kohler name-and install it hassle-free.Walk-In System Guru

NEW BATH
O D A Y

32”x 60”
WALK-IN SHOWER

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION / mo.

($586deal signing)

'Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only. Subject to credit 
approval. Fixed interest rate of 6.99% for 120 months. Payment example assumes one time $10,000 purchase on 
approval date (APR 7.15%) with 1 payment of $155.06 followed by 119 amortized payments of $116.06. Payments 
assume Account Activation charge of $39 applies and is due with first required payment. $586 due at signing._ 313-241-9145

w


