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Flooding brings good Samaritans to forefront
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As torrential rains pushed flood wa
ters dangerously high in the streets and 
yards of Canton Township’s Woodlands 
of Chatterton Village condominium de
velopment during the early-morning 
hours June 26, resident James Garth 
took action.
An employee for a gas company, 

Garth retrieved a heavy-duty water 
pump Saturday morning, set up the 
pump near the heavily-flooded eastern 
edge of the development and operated it 
for approximately 14 straight hours be
ginning at noon that day.

“That man is a hero,” said Woodlands

resident Stacy Armour. “The water level 
has gone down significantly since he 
started operating the pump ”

Garth said he started seeing results 
from his efforts a few hours after he set 
up the machinery, which he said he has 
access to through his job.

“After a while, you could see the wa
ter level coming down from the front 
doors and garages of the condos,” Garth 
said. “Quite a few neighbors came up to 
me and told me how much they appreci
ated what I was doing. I told them they 
were welcome, but that I wanted to get 
my vehicle out of here just as much as 
they did.”

See FLOODING, Page 2A

As flood waters 
submerged the 
streets of 
Canton’s 
Woodlands of 
Chatterton 
Village 
condominium 
development, 
James Garth 
retrieved a pump 
and spent more 
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helping remove 
water from his 
neighborhood.
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Planning a Fourth of July event?

Local brewers recommend adding beer to your dish
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Think about more than just drinking 
that beer when prepping your Inde
pendence Day meal, but pouring it in 
the pot as well

While there’s plenty to love about 
drinking a beer, there’s plenty more to

love about adding it to the main dish. 
Just ask the leadership at Witch’s Hat 
Brewing Company in South Lyon, which 
expanded and added a kitchen last year.

“Everyone knows us for beer. And 
they don’t know we have a great chef 
doing really wonderful things,” said 
Ryan Cottongim, a co-owner of the 
brewery at 601 S. Lafayette. “We try to

make the beer harmonious with the 
food. It should be an overall experi
ence.”
When it comes to cooking either in 

summer or winter, there’s options 
when it comes to using beer not only as 
a complement to a great dish but an

See BEER, Page 3A

Westland 
settles use 
of force case 
for $2.5M
Officer will not face charges 
related to man’s 2020 arrest
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A developmentally disabled man 
subjected to a Westland police officer’s 
use of force is receiving $2.5 million as 
part of a settlement agreement with 
the city.

Consequently, Nicholas Blair, a 24- 
year-old Detroit resident with autism, 
cannot pursue any future claims 
against the city, its officers and elected 
officials regarding his Jan. 16,2020, ar
rest, according to a notarized “Release 
of All Claims.”

Police Chief Jeff Jedrusik said the 
city began working toward the resolu
tion upon firing Officer Kristopher 
Landis a month later for excessive use 
of force.

Blair endured collapsible baton 
strikes to his head region when arrest
ed for allegedly robbing an Arby’s he 
visited multiple times a week. He also 
lost an eye due to his injuries.

“We have now agreed to a settle
ment the court found is fair,” Jedrusik 
said in a email. “Legal matters and set
tlements have become a part of the re
ality facing municipalities in our state 
and nationwide.

“We will now focus on continuing 
our partnerships in the community 
and honoring our commitments to 
transparency and ongoing conversa
tions. We continue to expect that our 
police officers will follow a code of con
duct that adheres to the highest stan
dards, working to maintain our ac
creditation from the national Commis
sion on Accreditation for Law Enforce
ment Agencies.”

Hometown Life obtained the “re
lease of all claims,” which listed the 
settlement amount, through a Free
dom of Information Act request sub
mitted to the city.
A woman identified as Blair’s moth

er, partial guardian, and appointed

See SETTLEMENT, Page 2A
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Plymouth Twp. woman who impersonated 
daughter to vote sentenced to probation
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Plymouth Township woman was 
sentenced to three months of probation, 
50 hours of community service and 
more than $1,420 in fees for impersonat
ing her daughter to vote.

Karen Rotondo, 58,said during the 
June 22 sentencing that she wanted to 
express her remorse and embarrass
ment for her “profound lack of judge
ment”

She pleaded guilty in May to imper
sonating her daughter for voting pur
poses. A felony election forgery charge

was dismissed as part of the plea deal.
According to Michigan Attorney Gen

eral Dana Nessel, Rotondo forged her 
daughter’s signature when filling out an 
absentee voter application.

The clerk was suspicious because of 
a discrepancy on the application and 
evidence that the daughter, living in an

other state, did not submit the applica
tion.
An absentee ballot was never deliv

ered to Rotondo.
Contact reporter Susan Vela at 

svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.

Settlement
Continued from Page 1A

Flood waters in Canton’s Woodlands of Chatterton Village condominium development 36 hours after the rain subsided.
PHOTOS BY ED WRIGHT/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Stacy Armour and her son, Ryan, near the entrance to the development.

Flooding
Continued from Page 1A

Garth was not the lone good Samar
itan who reached out to help total 
strangers.

Armour said two residents loaded a 
woman and a suitcase into their kayak 
and pushed her out to dry land near 
Beck Road.

“She had to catch a flight, so they got 
out their kayak and helped her out,” Ar
mour said. “They pushed her out to Beck 
Road and an Uber picked her up and 
took her to the airport.

Armour said she also witnessed a tow 
truck venture through the deepening 
flood waters with grocery bags filled 
with food for residents who were 
stranded in their homes.

“Obviously, this doesn’t compare to 
some of the traumatic things we’ve been 
through the past year, but it is so nice to 
see people stepping up to help their 
neighbors,” Armour said.
A retention pond that covers the size 

of two football fields near the southwest 
comer of the intersection of Beck and 
Geddes roads was three times as deep 
as normal, said Woodlands resident 
Sheri Maslak.

“I went to bed Friday night around 
11:30 p.m. and it was pouring out,” Mas
lak said. “I woke up about 3:30 a.m. and 
the streets were flooded, but nothing 
like they were Saturday afternoon. 
Some people had water up to their front 
doors and garages. Then when a truck 
would go by, the wake it created would 
push the water up even higher (on the 
condos).

“I was lucky. I had about an inch of 
water in my garage, but my car wasn’t

affected. I know there are neighbors 
here that weren’t as lucky as myself.”

As of early Sunday afternoon, Maslak 
said township officials haven’t given 
residents a timeline as to when the wa
ter that still prevented most vehicles 
from entering and exiting the develop
ment’s entrance off Beck Road would re
cede to a point that the streets are driv- 
able.

“They basically told us there is noth
ing they can do and we’d just have to 
wait for it go down naturally,” Maslak 
said. “Our HOA said it was a sewer prob
lem with Wayne County and Canton 
Township.”

Maslak said she doesn’t blame any
one for the calamity.

“It is what it is,” she said. “We just got 
way too much rain than the sewer sys
tem could handle. What can you do but 
wait until the water goes down? If it 
happens again, I’ll definitely be like, 
‘What’s going on?”’

Canton Township Supervisor Anne

Marie Graham-Hudak said she heard 
several reports of flooded basements 
in Canton, particularly to the south. 
The Canton Police Department went 
door-to-door through the Holiday Park 
mobile home park on Geddes to check 
on residents when the threat of flood
ing grew in severity.

“The area near Michigan and Hag
gerty (roads) was flooded and the 
roads were closed temporarily,” Gra
ham-Hudak said. “The water receded 
relatively quickly, though, and the 
roads were reopened by late Saturday.”

Anywhere from two to four inches 
of rain fell between late Friday night 
through Saturday afternoon, officials 
said. Flood warnings were in effect in 
Wayne County until Sunday at 8 a.m.

The potential for rain is forecast for 
southeast Michigan every day through 
Thursday.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright(S)hometownlife.com or 517- 
375-U13.
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trustee signed the notarized document 
on May 3.

That was the same day the West- 
land City Council voted 5-1 to move to
ward a settlement. Councilwoman and 
mayoral candidate Tasha Green voted 
no, saying that she was upset about 
the city having to settle another case 
involving police conduct.

In 2018, the city settled for $3.75 
million a case involving an arrested 
man who died in police custody after 
ingesting cocaine. The city’s $250,000 
deductible was used, and the insur
ance company - the Michigan Munici
pal Risk Management Authority - 
picked up the rest.

“I would like to see the $250,000 
start coming from the police budget,” 
Green said during the May 3 meeting.
Wayne County Prosecutor Kym 

Worthy announced June 24 that Lan
dis will not face charges because of in
sufficient evidence.

Body-worn camera footage from 
the scene was unclear in quality, leav
ing viewers unable to determine how 
many baton strikes hit Blair and where 
they hit him since he was still resisting 
arrest and disobeying commands.

“We tried everything we possibly 
could do to enhance the video by 
reaching out to another local depart
ment and the FBI, but to no avail,” 
Worthy said in a statement. “We have 
to look at the totality of the evidence to 
prove any criminally charged case be
yond a reasonable doubt. This cannot 
be done in this case with the evidence 
available and out inability to converse 
with the alleged victim.”

Department policy, she added, al
lows reasonable use of deadly force 
under certain circumstances when 
armed robbery suspects like Blair are 
on the run. Justifiable “impacts” to the 
head, neck, throat and clavicle are al
lowed.
A Wayne County Probate Court 

judge has approved Blair’s “petition for 
funding and supervision of supple
mental needs trust.” The document 
lays out that he “sustained significant 
injuries” and “the matter has settled, 
pre-suit, for a confidential amount.”

Identified as developmentally dis
abled in the release of claims, Blair 
continues to face four felony charges 
in Westland’s 18th District Court.

They are for the alleged armed rob
bery of the Arb/s at 8068 N. Wayne 
Road and three counts of assaulting, 
resisting or obstructing a police officer,

Blair apparently was a frequent vis
itor at the Arby’s. At about 7:20 p.m. 
Jan. 16, 2020, he allegedly entered the 
restaurant, kept his hand in his pocket, 
implied that he had a gun and fled with 
less than $200.

Running, he ignored officers’ com
mands to stop near the Woodcrest 
Apartments. Then the arrest with ba
ton strikes to Blair’s “head area” hap
pened.

Judge Sandra Cicirelli has ruled him 
incompetent to deal with the charges 
but also ordered that he undergo inpa
tient treatment at a psychiatric hospi
tal to try to restore competency.

His next court appearance is sched
uled for July 15.

Will Miller, president of the Inkster 
chapter of the National Action 
Network, speaks to protesters 
outside the Westland police station 
Friday. Seated next to him is Ray 
Brown, who was Tased by police in 
2020 as he held his 2-month-old son.
COURTESY OF MATT JACHMAN
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Join Prizm Pain Management 
at this Control Your Pain event:
Jeffrey M. Rosenberg, M.D., PhD 
Fawad H. Rizvi, 0.0
Thursday, July 08, 2021 
6:00pm to 7:00pm
Prizm Pain Management - lobby 
6200 North Haggerty Rd 
Canton, Michigan, 48187 
(734) 526-8860
Or call 1-877-4PAIN50 
(1-877-472-4650) Monday - Friday 
5am - 5pm PST

Get back the littioth 
that pain has taken a

To attend in person, 
register online at 
CYP.bsnevents.com/4818 
or use your smartphone 
camera to register

To attend virtually, 
register online at:
https://tinyurl.com/Prizm-
Pain-Mgt
or use your smartphone 
camera to register

Hear from a special guest who is 
successfully managing their chronic pain.

We welcome family, friends and care providers to attend. Refreshments provided.



Beer
Continued from Page 1A 

ingredient in it.
Ifs not used as often as other alco

holic beverages like wine, but it definite
ly has its place in the kitchen with all its 
variety, said Brian Beland, chair of the 
culinary department at Schoolcraft Col
lege in Livonia.

“Beer is no different than wine. You 
have to taste so many different wines to 
know all the different nuances and fla
vors,” he said. “Beer is the same way. 
Each individual brewer is a craftsman.”

With summer grilling comes the per
fect opportunity to create a great beer 
brine for chicken or perhaps using a bot
tle of beer for a salad dressing or other 
sauces. In other seasons, Beland said 
it's common to use beer in braising dish
es such as lamb shanks. Even in des
serts, beer can bring out unique flavors 
in dishes like cookies or cake.

Cooking with beer varies widely on 
what’s being made. But using craft beer 
— which flows aplenty across Detroit’s 
western suburbs — really enhances the 
flavors in dishes compared to what a 
chef might see.

Having that opportunity is a big deal 
for Che Foster, executive chef at Witch’s 
Hat. A chef for 20 years, he said he’s 
worked at Social Kitchen in Birmingham 
and Little Caesars Arena in Detroit, 
among others. When offered the posi
tion in South Lyon at the brewery, he 
said he saw it as an opportunity to hone 
a different kind of cooking. Bringing in 
the flavors of Witch’s Hat beers such as 
Blueberry Lemonade gose and Night Fu
ry imperial stout is just one way to make 
the brewpub stand out.

So far, they’ve done just that: the 
Night Fury burger is served with a bacon 
jam made with the stout. Other sauces 
and dishes are also created using brews, 
including the mustard, made with Ed
ward’s Portly Brown ale.

“There’s always something for some
thing,” he said. “You just have to figure 
out the taste and what you’re going to do 
with it.”

While if s not as common to see beer 
make its way onto the dinner table in the 
United States, it’s not the same in other 
parts of the world, said Annette May, a 
faculty member in Schoolcraft College’s 
Brewing and Distillation Technology 
Program.

May focuses a lot on pairing beers 
with food, and said that’s incredibly 
crucial to make sure flavors don’t clash.

“You may enjoy that sensation, but if 
you don’t, it’s going to be an unpleasant 
sensation for you,” she said. “So you 
have to factor in many things.”

Someone who’s thought of plenty of 
factors is Daniel Pudwill, kitchen man
ager at SuperNatural Brewing and Spir
its in Livonia. The chef started his job at 
the brewery right before the COVID-19 
pandemic by cooking with SuperNatu- 
ral’s own beers.

During his interview at the restau
rant, he said he brought out a few dishes 
made with the brewery’s products, 
something that hadn’t really been done 
before when they worked with new 
chefs.

Seeing the initiative to bring in their 
products into dishes was something 
that impressed the brewery’s leader
ship, brewery co-owner Ernie Pacsai 
said.

“It was a big deal. We didn’t require it, 
but we liked it,” he said. “We asked them

to do that, but never had anybody do 
that as a part of their job application.”

That mentality has extended into the 
dishes now served at the brewery at 
36685 Plymouth Road: Pudwill has 
started to incorporate it into more dish
es, including in an aioli and even into 
desserts.

One of the more popular items on the 
menu is buttermilk doughnut holes, 
made from scratch in the kitchen and 
topped with a salted caramel sauce 
made with SuperNatural’s Shadow 
Realm stout. It began on the brunch me
nu and has made the jump to the every
day dessert menu.

After discovering how beer could be 
used in cooking, Pudwill said he began 
using it all the time.

“All of a sudden, I started to look back 
and then I could see that I felt comfort
able cooking with beer now,” he said. “I 
could put it in any soup, I could put it in 
almost any sauce.

“I was just putting beer in everything 
for a while.”

It can be tricky to find the proper fla

vors to meld with a dish and requires 
plenty of trial-and-error. Knowing how 
to use a bottle or can of beer and how 
much can make or break or dish.

“The part I love is the part that you 
experiment with,” Foster said. “It’s not 
going to be a home run every time.”

Having a palate for the drink is also 
crucial, said Tom Block, director of 
brewing and distillation technology at 
Schoolcraft College.
A brewer who also likes to cook, 

Block said he’s worked with chefs in 
brewpubs in the past who did not have a 
lot of experience with craft beer. When 
that happens and a chef approaches 
him for advice, he says just one thing.

“A chef might not be a craft beer 
drinker. So they’re like, ‘Hey, what beer 
should I put in this dish?’ I’m like, ‘taste 
the beer,”’ Block said. “That was the first 
thing I always said to the guys: taste the 
beer.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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Westland’s council candidates talk issues
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A group of 12 people are running for 
four seats on Westland City Council.

Voters will pare the group down to 
eight in the Aug. 3 primary election. The 
top eight will move on to November’s 
election. Council is a non-partisan gov
erning board.

Once a new board is seated, members 
choose a council president and presi
dent pro tern from among themselves. 
Annually, the president makes $18,247, 
the president pro tern makes $17,802 
and the other members are paid $17,368.

Angela Anderson also filed to run, but 
is not actively ceunpaigning because she 
plans to move out of Westland.

Hometown Life sent questionnaires 
to each of the candidates seeking infor
mation on their backgrounds and plat
forms. Each question was given a word 
limit, and answers exceeding that limit 
were cut short.

Here’s where candidates stand on is
sues facing the city:

What do you see as the most 
pressing issue facing Westland? 
What will you do about it?

Sarah Austin: We are blessed with 
residents of diverse backgrounds but 
we lack a sense of community identity 
and comradery. We are strongest when 
everyone feels included and we work to
gether. I will work to ensure we cele
brate our diversity and ensure all resi
dents feel they are part of one Westland.

David Cox: Our ability to be compet
itive with surrounding communities in 
attracting new residents, new home 
construction projects and increased 
business investment. I wish to create a 
new partnership that will dramatically 
improve city recreation programs in
cluding team and individual sports, the 
arts and vocational training and attract 
young families.

Michael Delph: Lowering taxes, low
ering water bills, adding more police 
and fire. Can be done by being proactive. 
Adding mass water storage. Water 
bought at non-peak rate in the evening 
at bulk rate, saving $3.5 million a year. 
That’s savings for residents, more mon
ey for police, fire and small businesses.

Debra Fowlkes: We must maintain a 
balanced budget. I will work with the 
administration to carefully review the 
budget proposals and question each 
area to maintain our balanced budget in 
the future. We will need to continue to 
explore alternate means of revenue 
such as grants to increase personnel for 
our first...

James Godbout: Maintaining ser
vices while revenues remain flat or de
cline is our biggest challenge. The city 
needs to continue to invest in technol
ogy and new approaches to operations 
that improves efficiencies while reduc
ing costs.

Jon Haddad: I think a lot of resi
dents, especially in the south end of the 
city, want better roads. We have a lot of 
great roads in the north end of the city 
and around city hall but they start to de
cline the further away from that bubble 
you get.

Candi Halton: I believe transparency 
and accountability should be the priori
ty at city hall and that every neighbor
hood in our city should receive and en
joy equal distribution of the essential 
resources that each family deserves.

Jim Hart: Overwhelmingly, people 
agree that infrastructure and recreation 
need work. I’ve been happy to work with 
our administration to address needs as 
they arise, but also working to come up 
with strategic plans for the future. The 
addition of the new pavilion at Jaycee 
Park is a good example of something...

Peter Herzberg: Improving our local 
business climate should be a top priori
ty moving forward. A plan of action is 
needed fill up vacant strip centers and to 
support Westland’s largest taxpayer, 
the mall. The city needs to focus on revi
talization efforts before its too late and 
our budget takes a hit.

Antionette Martin: The most press
ing issue is to bring in more income. Af
ter the pandemic, our business commu
nity has been devastated. I would 
strongly encourage more resources be
ing directed to the economic develop
ment department and planning com
mission. I believe this would be a good 
start to jumpstarting business.

Josh Powell: The empty lots and 
buildings are driving down the value of 
the city and strict zoning and regulatory 
burdens put on businesses, especially 
new businesses, I believe are holding 
the community back. I would push to re
duced taxes and make all city permit
ting “shall issue” instead of “may issue.”

Melissa Sampey: Westland needs 
continued support with economic de
velopment to attract businesses and im
prove the current infrastructure, as well

Sarah Austin, courtesy photos

Antoinette Martin.

as essential services for all members of 
our community that provides opportu
nities and jobs for young families. As a 
business leader, I come with a sound- 
mind and passion to get the job done.

Westland is socioeconomically 
diverse, as evidenced by the 
variety of opinions expressed by 
the council and residents during 
city meetings. How will you be a 
representative for every resident?

Austin: I will ensure that every resi
dent’s voice is heard and that their opin
ions and perspectives are represented 
by fostering an open dialog with all resi
dents through community engagement 
and open lines of communication.

Cox: By listening and seeking to 
clearly understand everyone’s point of 
view. In my over 35 years of public ser
vice and community involvement we 
have always been a diverse community, 
I think it made us stronger.

Delph: I will listen to every resident. I 
have always said that we need to all 
work together. Every resident is impor
tant. By listening and working together 
we can accomplish anything. Call or text 
734-560-9274.

Fowlkes: A council person must be 
accessible to all residents of the city. 
Who or where they reside in the city 
does not matter. I will be available by 
phone or email to anyone.

Godbout: Residents are passionate 
about issues that concern them. Resi
dents expect their elected officials to lis
ten and be responsive to their concerns. 
I have demonstrated the ability to listen 
and find solutions that resolve their 
concerns.

Haddad: As an Arab-American child 
of immigrants that grew up on fixed in
comes and worked hard for my current 
stability, I understand the experiences 
of all of our residents regardless of class, 
ethnicity or social...

Halton: We need fair and sensible 
representation in Westland. As your city 
councilwoman, I will support and advo
cate for policies that offer favorable re
sults in diversity and inclusion for all 
Westland residents.

Hart: Being a representative for ev
ery resident is best accomplished by 
making yourself available and ap
proachable for all residents. For exam
ple, I have continued to make myself

James Godbout.

Josh Powell.

available to the Southeast Westland 
Homeowners Association to hear...

Herzberg: By reaching out to resi
dents before controversial votes. It’s 
crucial to visit every part of the city reg
ularly and hear directly from residents. 
Every part of Westland deserves a voice 
at city hall.

Martin: Through my years of service 
to Westland, I have had the opportunity 
to connect with local leaders and orga
nizers from diverse backgrounds. I 
think accessibility is the key to repre
senting all residents for their needs.

Powell: I plan to ask for input from 
residents before every council meeting 
and vote how I perceive the residents of 
Westland want rather than what I per
sonally want.

Sampey: I am committed to repre
senting the diverse voices of Westland 
residents while advocating for solutions 
to the issues they care most about. I will 
have an open door to hear issues and 
concerns for everyone.

Anything else to share?

Austin: As a wife, mother, homeown
er, professional and active citizen, I am 
excited to work together with my fellow 
Westland residents to build a strong 
community where everyone feels re
spected where they have a place, a 
voice, and feel a part of something big
ger. Let’s build one Westland together.

Cox: I first moved to Westland 35 
years ago because I wanted my kids to 
grow up in a safe city where they were 
challenged and had opportunities to 
learn and grow. I want that for all kids. 
As a city we can do much more, and we 
should.

Delph: Please check my detailed plan 
on Facebook: “Michael Delph For West- 
land Council.” Website: delphforwes- 
tland.com. With 25 years working with 
Farmington Hills and creating a net
work with many other municipalities in 
Michigan and across the nation. I have 
the knowledge and experience to help 
Westland thrive again.

Godbout: Residents have trusted me 
by electing me to serve as your council
man for the past 21 years. I’ve been 
proud to represent Westland at meet
ings and events where Westland re
ceives accolades for our accomplish
ments, growth and stability. I enjoy be
ing your councilman and want to con-

Michael Delph.

Peter Herzberg.

Melissa Sampey.

tinue to represent you.
Haddad: I am running to support 

higher wages, unions and public re
sources like parks, libraries and com
munity spaces. I highly encourage ev
eryone to vote for the library millage to 
ensure our public library has the re
sources it needs. On August 3 vote Had
dad for city council and yes on the...

Halton: What I love most about the 
community I live in are the people. 
Westland has become more diversified. 
I want to be a catalyst for transparency 
between our city officials and the com
munity. The citizens of Westland need 
leaders who are willing to stand up for 
change and economic growth.

Hart: It’s been my honor to serve 
these past four years on council, two of 
them as the council president. I am very 
thankful for all the support I have re
ceived from our residents. Their words 
of encouragement go a long distance 
and Linda and I are grateful for them. 
We...

Herzberg: There are so many priori
ties we must work on moving forward 
including expanding recycling opportu
nities to apartments, businesses and 
some condos that don’t have curbside 
pickup. Please contact me if you have 
any questions or concerns. I respectful
ly ask for your vote and your support.

Martin: If elected to city council, I am 
ready to work on Westland’s COVID re
covery, improve public safety by sup
porting first responders, and enhance 
our recycling program. I hope to earn 
your vote August 3.

Powell: I am a veteran of the United 
States Army and I feel they do a good job 
teaching lessons about selfless service 
and serving something greater than 
yourself. I see serving in public office 
similarly, it should be done to serve your 
country and your community.

Sampey: I’m a lifelong resident of 
Westland and have spent over 15 years 
in leadership roles with a focus on the 
entrepreneurial and healthcare indus
tries. I will bring a fresh perspective to 
the council that is innovative, strategic, 
and honest. I’m ready to roll up my 
sleeves to making change happen.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.



Rain and cherries come to farmers market

Cherries - Michigan’s summer jewels - are in at the Farmington market, courtesy of Farmington farmers market

Rain. I am abundantly confident that is a four-letter 
word to market managers everywhere. I shouldn't 
complain, right? We enjoyed 26-straight rain-free 
market days last year - the entire season.

But already this year we lost a chance at selling out 
our Strawberry Shortcake Day - a market “fun-raiser” 
- thanks to a late-morning soaker.

Then, last weekend - well, it didn’t rain, but I didn’t 
sleep well as the greater metro area saw upwards of a 
half foot of cloud fall.

Rain is a game-changer when it comes to planning 
and preparing for market day. You must factor in the 
possibility of high winds, which can be devastating, or, 
even worse, the dreaded twosome of thunder and 
lightning.

Last weekend I could have erred on the side of cau
tion and just canceled the market after Frida/s deluge 
and subsequent dire prediction. There were markets 
that did. But I can’t cancel on a snap like that without 
talking to our farmers (your farmers, too).

Experience has shown that farmers will harvest in 
the rain. At least ours do. And they will come to market 
in the rain.

So early last Saturday morning, after tossing and 
turning all night listening to the patter of a steady rain, 
I shuffled off to find my rain gear and make my way 
downtown. Lo and behold, as morning broke at Riley 
Park, the skies were dry. And they stayed that way all 
day. Upwards of 3,000 people came to market to sup
port the farmers, who rewarded them with more varie
ty in produce than I have seen all year. Turns out that 
farmers picking in the rain is a good omen of things to 
come.

I don’t know about you, but it seems like the Fourth 
of July weekend came on skates this year. When you 
work on Saturdays, time has a tendency to fly. A mar
ket manager’s burden, I guess. So let’s celebrate a little! 
If you are in town, come to market. You can wear red, 
white and blue and hobnob with President and Mrs. 
Lincoln.
And remember when I said our Strawberry Short

cake Day was rained out? Well, I’ve put in for better 
weather this Saturday for what I call the sequel: Straw
berry Shortcake - The Return.

While supplies last, we will serve up farm-made 
scratch biscuits ladled with freshly-picked strawber

ries aside a generous scooping of ice cream, all brought 
to you by our local farms at Kapnick Orchards and the 
Calder Dairy. We will go until it’s gone, even if I have to 
eat the last two servings myself.

Funny, I recall one year serving the last two short
cakes to 80-year-old twin sisters who were visiting the 
market from Scotland. Life is a shortcake in many 
ways...

Also this Saturday, while we are still setting up at 
8:30 a.m., come enjoy music from the heart performed 
through the magic of the violin by WildWood. From 
toe-tapping to haunting, the music offers a great way 
to start your holiday weekend.

WildWood will play till 10 a.m., but we’ll pause at 9 
a.m. to ring the market bell. Also at that time, retired 
Farmington High School teacher David Catherton will 
perform a patriotic medley of songs a capella.

Then, from 10 a.m. to closing, we’ll move to the 
sounds of the Fox & the Fiddle - acoustic duo Austin 
Scott and Emily Howard playing a strong country tilt 
with a mix of classic rock interpretation.
On top of all that, there’s a great abundance begin

ning to flow from the farms. We may see the last of this 
year’s strawberries but, oh, the cherries and raspber
ries!

Last Saturday I bought the most beautiful and deli
ciously sweet beets from Farm & Forest. From the ta
bles of Bill Gass, I took home a nice box of just-picked 
baby patty pan squash. Try that in a foil pack on the 
grill with onions, olive oil, salt and pepper. So much to 
enjoy!

Looking ahead: Summer in Farmington spells 
Founders Festival, which this year runs July 15-17. To 
accommodate all the doings, the Farmers Market will 
relocate to the Farmington High School parking lot for 
one day only, July 17. I expect we’ll even have sweet 
com by then.

As I finish up here on my front porch while if s pour
ing rain, I have to make ready for a big market this holi
day weekend. So until next time, then and as always, 
here’s saying, “See you at the market.”

For more information about the market, visit 
www.farmingtonfarmersmarket.com. Walt Gajewski 
is the Farmington Farmers Market manager.

Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Karen K. Widiger
Karen K. Widiger 

passed away June 24,
2021 at the age of 77.
She was the loving wife 
of the late Alex (‘10) for 
40 years; devoted mother 
of Krista (Mark) Wort- 
man and Wendy (John)
Brookhouse; cherished 
grandmother of Bran
don and Lauren Wort- 
man and Joel and Blen 
Brookhouse; dear sister of Ken Kjoller and Jan 
Kjoller, sister-in-law of George, Susan, and Tom 
Widiger; dear niece of Verna Drennen and Norma 
Carlsen. She also leaves many close recent and 
lifelong friends. Karen Kay was born in Sylvania, 
Ohio to Stanley and Helen Kjoller. She grew up in 
Sylvania and attended Bowling Green State Uni
versity where she received her bachelors degree 
in education. After graduation, Karen moved to 
Midland, Michigan for her first teaching job. It is 
in Midland that she met the love of her life, Alex 
Widiger. The couple dated briefly before tying 
the knot on August 22, 1970. They were soon 
blessed with their first daughter, Krista. Their 
second daughter, Wendy, was born shortly after. 
Karen was a part-time elementary school educator 
as she raised her daughters. The family lived in 
Lexington, Sterling Heights and eventually settled 
proudly into their final home in Canton. Karen 
loved to travel, frequenting Cancun and Colo
rado to visit family and ski. Hawaii and Europe 
were also on the list of places visited with her 
love. Karen was an active member of Newburg 
United Methodist Church and was well liked by 
her fellow parishioners. Karen enjoyed spending 
holidays with her family, she was a loving and 
caring grandma. She took an interest in each 
grandchildrens events and loved to chat with 
them and get to know their lives. Karen was self
less and caring, always wanting to catch up and 
connect with her daughters. Her loving and caring 
soul will be dearly missed. A Memorial Service 
for Mrs. Widiger will take place on Sunday, July 
25th, at 3:00 pm at Newburg United Methodist 
Church in Livonia. In lieu of flowers, and in honor 
of her selfless life, Memorial Contributions to 
the Salvation Army of Michigan or the Salvation 
Army Bed and Bread Club are appreciated, www. 
mccabefuneralhome.com

Early bird GOP gubernatorial 
candidates share political views
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Five 2022 gubernatorial candidates shared their 
Republican viewpoints regarding some of Michi
gan’s most important issues during an earlybird fo
rum at the Livonia Elks Lodge.

About 100 attendees sat patiently, listening, 
laughing and occasionally applauding, during the 
two-hour June 24 political presentation.

The candidates - Austin Chenge, Ryan Kelley, 
Ralph Rebandt, Bob Scott and Evan Space - 
touched on familiar GOP topics like faith, the Sec
ond Amendment, former President Donald Trump 
and the election results.

They also shared views on taxes, judiciary ap
pointments, Michigan’s workers shortage and how 
they would foster collaboration across Michigan’s 
diverse communities to advance political goals.

Rebandt, who has spent decades pastoring at 
Oakland Hills Community Church in Farmington 
Hills, emphasized his experience working with 
families coping with problems and conflicts.

“Years ago, in contrast with today. Democrats 
and Republicans had the same goal. We had Amer
ica first. The Democrats of today actually are way 
off the charts,” he said to some applause. “How do 
we come together - One, we listen.

“You will never fix the state unless you fix the 
city. You will never fix the city unless you fix the 
neighborhood. You will never fix the neighborhood 
unless you fix the family. Until we fix the family, this 
state will never get fixed. There’s nobody better to 
understand how to fix the family than me. I’ve been 
doing it for 35 years.”

Kelley, an Allendale Township planning commis
sioner,received applause, too. He introduced him
self as someone who has spent much of the past 
year fighting “Antifa, BLM (and) protecting statu
es.”

“Right now is the time to stand up for our values,” 
he said “We’re going to reach across the aisles 
strong, saying you need to stand up for American 
values. You need to stand up for the American 
Dream. If you want to do that with me, let’s do it 
together.

“Compromise has got us into the position that 
we’re currently in.”

Amber Harris, outreach chair for Michigan’s 11th 
Congressional District Republican Committee, said 
she was most impressed with Kelley. In her opinion, 
he has great delivery, aligns with her America First 
beliefs and seems to have the best shot of winning.

“I do think he’ll be around. He might be in the Top 
Three at least,” she said.

Livonia resident Miguel Aguilar was impressed 
with Chenge, a 35-year-old Grand Rapids Republi
can who said praying to God and traveling around 
Michigan led him to run for governor.

Aguilar liked Chenge’s passion and hope he gets

Ryan Kelley, standing, speaks at the Livonia 
Republican Club Early Bird Gubernatorial Candidate 
Forum at the Livonia Elks Lodge on June 24.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Ralph Rebant. Austin Chenge.

Evan Space. Bob Scott.

a position in the next governor’s administration.
The Livonia Republican Club sponsored the event. 

Not all the candidates were able to appear.
“We know it’s a year out,” President Dillon Breen 

said of the next gubernatorial election. “There’s so 
much going on right now and so many issues that need 
to be addressed. I think the voters want to hear start
ing now what the priorities are for the next governor.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela(a>hometown- 
life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter 
(5)susanvela.
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Son indicted in the 
killing of his father
Kayla Daugherty Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Anl8-year-old Brighton man is being held without 
bond after being charged with shooting and killing 
his father.

Hayden Jagst appeared via Zoom in Livingston 
County Magistrate Jerry Sherwood’s courtroom for 
his arraignment. He is charged with open murder, 
two counts of felony firearm, carrying with unlawful 
intent and carrying a concealed weapon.

Police say he killed his father, Edward Jagst, a 
Canton Township police officer, at the family’s home.

Officers with the Brighton Police Department re
sponded to a home in the 300 block of Woodlake 
Drive in Brighton after receiving a 911 call from the 
wife of the victim, Brighton Police Detective Michael 
Amtz testified in a hearing.

The wife told the dispatcher her teenage daughter 
told her Hayden Jagst shot her husband in the head, 
Amtz testified. Brighton Police previously said the 
teenage daughter was the one that had called police.

Hayden Jagst had left the home by the time offi
cers arrived. Officers found Edward Jagst dead in his 
bed with a gunshot wound, the detective said.

Police negotiated with Hayden Jagst on the tele
phone and convinced him to return to Brighton, offi
cials said. He was taken into custody without inci
dent on Murphy Drive near Challis.
A loaded .22-caliber rifle was found in the trunk of 

the Ford Focus, Amtz said.
He said during a conversation with officers Hay

den Jagst made “several admissions that he was in
volved in the shooting of his father.”

Hayden Jagst was arraigned on a probation vio
lation by Livingston County Circuit Court Judge Su
zanne Geddis. He was on probation for a previous 
conviction of possession of burglary tools.
He faces up to life in prison if convicted of murder.
A GoFundMe campaign set up for Edward Jagst’s 

wife and daughter has raised more than $12,000.

The rock outside Salem High School was recently painted with a thin blue line in memory of former 
Plymouth-Canton Schools Liaison Officer Edward Jagst, who died June 21. ed wright/hometownlife.com

Salem High School rock takes on 
serious messages with memorials
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A thin blue line painted over a dark-gray back
ground on a massive rock outside Canton Township’s 
Salem High School serves as a temporary memorial 
for Canton Police Officer and former Plymouth-Can
ton Schools Liaison Officer Ed Jagst, who was killed 
in his Brighton home June 21.

Weeks earlier, the rock was painted with bright 
colors to celebrate the lives of Plymouth-Canton high 
school students Preston Bell and Grant Waitz, who 
died by suicide in 2021.

The recent real-life tributes are in stark contrast to 
the predominantly athletic-themed messages stu
dents and alumni have left on the rock since Salem 
opened in 1972.

The new trend is refreshing for Plymouth-Canton 
Schools students like Ashley Temple, a 2021graduate 
of Canton High School, which along with Salem and 
Plymouth make up the unique 6,000-student cam
pus.

“I support the efforts,” Temple said. “The rock 
helps focus attention on things that affect all of us. 
Normally this is done by bringing the school commu
nity together for a sporting event. But in these cases 
(honoring the students who died by suicide and the 
former liaison officer who died), it is done by reflect

ing on fellow students and the impact they had on our 
community. I hope it is a source of peace for their fam
ily and friends.”

Jim Sinclair, a 1984 graduate of Salem High School, 
said the rock served as more of a celebratory symbol 
during his four years at the school.

“I don’t recall the rock associated with any serious 
messages during my time there,” Sinclair recounted. 
“The only general messages I recall were graduations, 
athletic successes and occasionally Canton students 
antagonizing us by painting it red.”

Temple said that while she likes the decades-long 
practice of athletic teams using the rock to celebrate 
lofty triumphs, she hopes the real-life tributes con
tinue when appropriate.

“Hopefully, this can be a conversation starter for 
people dealing with mental illness and encourage 
them to speak up to their friends,” Temple said. “It also 
served as a memorial for an officer who helped keep us 
safe while we were at school.

“The rock shows surrounding communities what 
PCEP values — whether it is the missed laughs and 
smiles of late students or appreciated protection pro
vided by a lost police officer.

“I support any message on the rock that promotes 
unity in the community.”

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home- 
townlife.com or 517-375-1113.
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End gutter cleaning forever!

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job 
is finished and you’re completely 
satisfied.

Lifetime Performance 
Guarantee. We guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing & 
qpr- Discounts. 20% off all jobs.

k Ask us about our senior citizen & 
■ military discounts.

’Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl Plank, and 
Laminate, basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of 
permanently affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 07/18/21. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today, LLCLOGCI0665397-02 r
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Fresh * Local • Natural

Joe's Produce 
Gourmet Market Cateriui

Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!
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Shop Online for Delivery or Curbside 
Pickup at ShopJoesProduce.com

& f.

33066 W. Seven Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml 481522484774333STORE HOURS: MON-SAT9-8.SUN 9-7
SUNDAY, JULY 4TH- CLOSED AT 6 PM

DelioU -ifroc Jlresii
+ WINNER★

Your Votes Have Been Counted!
With your help, we are the proud winners of: 

2020 BEST OF THE BEST
LOCAL GROCERY STORE & MEAT COUNTER/DEU
We appreciate you & your continued business.

f iV.:,Sale Valid 06.30 21-07 06.21 i y
While Supplies last • Prices subject to change. 
Largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter In the Area!
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Ett 1945
Fresh • Local • Natural

USDAPremiiiin Clwice Angus
Mil Ship Steak

MEAT
USDAPrenAim Choice AngusPeeled lli-lip

Save $5.00

USDAPremiuni Choice AngusGround Beef FromSirioin

USDAPremiuni Choice AngusTopSirtoinSteak
0*

Save $2.00

Aletaiuler & HomingNatural Casing Franks
Wave $1.00...... —

heshHousemade Sweet or HotItalian Sausage

Save 50<t

Premium hesh AllHaturalPoikTendeiloin
Save $1.50 Save 50ft

Howie’s BiahnirstACLPachageAHVaiiedes

Save $2.00

Premium Fresh AllHaturalBoneless Poik Chops$3.99 lh
Save $100

Premium Fresh AH naturalChicken Leg Quarters9961b
Save 30ft

lee's Readii to GiillMarinated Chicken Kabobs

WINE CELLAR
Check Out The New Rose Displays

Yellow Tail
750 ml, All Varietals

^? ti® lash Cellars
Legacy, Cabernet 

_ . &MerlotCaimvor $t2.99
tabernetSainigiioa

Menage a Trois
All Varietals$1.00 off
Regular Price

Sauvion
Rose

.;v^'

Save $1.00
$&99i

Save $3.00

Supreme ChaicetohsterBangoons
.. ] Ct Box ? \

i :fe ^,

Fresh Wild CaughtMahi MaiFilieti
.... Save $2.00

CeriSeaCooked Shrimp
~ -u. -a-

Hours 9am-6pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday
Made from Scratch

31/40 Ct
Save $1.00

$1.99 ea
Save 50ftStrawberry & Cream

FreshRuby Red Trout Fillets
$10.99 lb

Danish$2.99 ea
Save 50ft

LO-GCI055999&0S
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Fresh • Local • Natural

Joe’s Produce 
Gourmet Market Catering

Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!

Shop Online for Delivery or Curbside 
Pickup at ShopJoesProduce.com

4A joes Gourmet' 33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Lh/onia, Ml 48152
1 Catering & Events . ^ 2484774333Sale Valid 6-30-21 thru 7-6-21

! QclroU^Jfrcc Jlixiis
★ WINNER★

Weddings, showers, -
graduations, cocktail parties, 

picnics or meetings... 
whatever your event!

Visit us at:
www.jocsgourmctcatering.com 

or the Knot

Driscoll’sCaliforniaStrawberries

MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 
SUNDAY, JULY 4TH- CLOSED AT 6 PM

Your Votes Have Been Counted!
With your help, we are the proud winners of:

2020 BEST OF THE BEST
LOCAL GROCERY STORE & MEAT COUNTER/DELI
We appreciate you & your continued business.

' '?,-r \L; '. /Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Areal 
q I Highest Quality Hand-Selected Fruits and Vegetables

Over 1080 Items from Gourmet a Domestic Cheeses to Premium Deli Meats a Freshly Made Salads
4^

Art of Bread-Fresh House Made Fveryday-Uslng Hon 6M0 Flour

PRODUCE
Washington r BingCherries

Sweet New JerseyBlueberries
^ ORGANIC

■ DeaNxmi IHomestvle I Chicken

GeorgiaSweet Cern
Cleaned and Trimmed

|fi£|ea
■5 Ct. Pl-g^

DELI
Sahlen’s ^DearbornSmekehouseHani Heney Maple

OrganicBalden Delicious Apples$1.89 it
OrganicBunched Carrots

OiganicBananas

OrganicCilantro2/S3
MEAlj&hiwinmi immuwiiewidnwgiiiiinKiy^-i—SEAFOOD

Hard Salami
'fSave $2.00

Dearborn

Zmm' ■■
VVV ’

n loaf's Heailnicraft Turkey$8.99 is
Save $2.50

# JarlshergRegular arlite Swiss Cheese

Muanster Cheese

.

:Save:$3.00W‘:;l

PASTA
r Fresh Housemade Pasta
FUME CM 1 IF IIS

Carr Valley BelBioiosoApple Smoked Fresh Mozzarella
Cheddar Wedge 16 ®Uog, All VarieUes

Save':$3

Dearborn

Hem$5:99 in
Save $2:00

Supreme Choice
Kr Raifl

? it. liHl

USDA Premium Choice AngusGroundBeefFrom Sirloin
$DJ19gii
Save $1.00

Premium Fresh Ail NaturalChicken Leg Quarters990.
Save 30

CenSeaEZ Peel Shrimp

SI
Save $6.00

ea j;
Save $2.50 /.

;EVERYDAY GOURMElIp*
Joe’s Red Skin Joe’s Classic Dill Pickle Baby Back 
Potato Salad Cole Slaw Pasta Salad BBQ RibsJ$449n,

Save 50 $ Save 50
I • C
Chef’s Feature

li Louis Style BBQ Ribs
fc CAFE

■ MRHPBMHMHHhhhMH

GROCERY la valle
KitcheR Ready BonRe iaman qan

rreserves 28oz.Can ®$3 13oz.larAll Varieties $Ul69IaHero
Fruit Nectar 
Beverages

'mm.

Save $1.00

/ yp

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special-Vs;. 8 .....
A /)

vs rvmte a ow» uu.oo in VsSS^s$:m

Save $1.6

While & dim $6«99 lb
248-477-4^1 li . MBE

Hours 9a„^pm Cooltie Crush Gourmet Bakery
Closed Monday and Tuesday Wlllt6 Ch0C0l3f6 Cnill1 PhRMIll RSlIIC
Made from Scratch 1106^ Stat COOkJCS 20OZ PaCkaJeBlueberry Challah TozPacfcage **Muffins Bread
$1.99 .a $4,991

Save 50<t Save 50#

Strawberry & Cream Danish

PASTRY
Strawberry Shortcake

6" 8

Chopped or Peeled 
Ground Tomatoes 

28oz.Can$2!29

ifHea
Save $1:

ea ^4C13a 3 ar ea;
Save $3.00

Two Bite Just BakedPecan Tarts Cupcakes
9 Ct. Package 2 Ct.Pkg, All Flavors 10.5 oz. Package

TwoBitelBrownies

BestBuy 
of the Week

$2.99
Save 50#

ea

Save 50

WINE CELLAR
Check Out The New Rose Displays 

Yellow Tail Josh Cellars Seaglass

Save 50 C

750 ml All Varietals
2/S10

Legacy,
Cabernet eMerlot

$12.99
Bose$899
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

SL Unified senior finds family in lacrosse
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Andrew Goodrich fell in love with the 
sport of lacrosse because of South Lyon.
He remembers sitting in the stands, 

watching his older sistef s friends play 
in the Division 1 state semifinals in 2013 
against Forest Hills Eastem/Northem, 
coming up just short in overtime.

“I think it was just how fast it was and 
how even if you weren’t the biggest kid 
on the field, you could make an impact,” 
Goodrich said. “Some of the best people 
on the field were pretty small.”

Goodrich first picked up a stick in 
fifth grade. Two years later, he dropped 
every other sport to focus on lacrosse,

following in the footsteps of those play
ers he saw in that Division 1 state semi
final.
And while the South Lyon Unified 

senior never made it to that point in his 
four years on the varsity team, he found 
his family.

From his first days of freshman year, 
joining the varsity team at 5-foot-2,120 
pounds, Goodrich learned the motto 
that was set in stone in the teams that 
he watched when he was a kid: “One 
team, one family”

“Before you get on the field, you really 
just need that friendship,” he said. 
“Once you have that friendship, you can

See LACROSSE, Page 2B

South Lyon United senior Andrew 
Goodrich scored five goals in his 
team’s 10-goal day against Walled Lake 
United, david donoher/specialto
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Athlete of the Week 
poll results
South Lyon Unified lacrosse senior 
Andrew Goodrich won Hometown Life’s 
Athlete of the Week poll the week of 
June 1, earning 6,207 (69.59%) of the 
8,919 total votes cast.
Salem soccer senior Macayla Harris 
finished in second place with 2,463 
votes (27.62%).
Wayne Memorial track and field 
sophomore Anihya Woods finished 
third, South Lyon East track and field 
senior Drake Willenborg finished fourth 
and Novi lacrosse senior Anna Werth 
finished fifth.

Farmington 
basketball’s 
Holdwick 
brings her 
tenacity to 
MSU rowing
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sophia Holdwick had to give rowing a 
try at least once.

The Farmington senior first entered 
the “skinny little boat,” something she 
felt was going to flip over at any mo
ment. The sport itself was funky, using 
muscles the converted basketball player 
didn’t normally use, all in one fluid and 
constant motion.

She had no idea what was going on.
“It’s like running on water,” Holdwick 

said.
When she got out of the boat, Hold

wick was nervous, but confident she 
would be able to compete at some point. 
This was the mentality Michigan State 
head rowing coach Kim Chavers saw in 
Holdwick too, giving her a spot on the 
team before she had ever touched an 
oar.

This was nothing new to Chavers. 
When looking for people to join her 
team, she’s not looking for experts. Ex
perience is not even a prerequisite. In
stead, the Michigan State head coach 
gleans through countless recruiting 
profiles, looking for projects.

Watching film of athletes in their ele
ment, Chavers said she’s looking for 
people with the potential, the tenacity 
and the competitive edge that could car
ry over in a sport they may have never 
heard of, let alone tried.

lophia Holdwick is trading basketball for rowing in her freshman year at Michigan State, courtesy np rriam uni nwirK

Holdwick described Michigan State as 
a “family school.” courtesy of cindy flynn

Holdwick had everything Chavers 
needed in an athlete: leading Farming- 
ton in scoring as a senior on the girls 
basketball team and helping the Falcons 
to a first-place finish in the OAA Gold in 
her only season with the team after 
transferring from Mercy.

The Michigan State head coach also 
saw a preview of the way Holdwick in
teracted with her teammates on the 
basketball court, while also seeing a 
preview of her family’s collegiate affili
ation through a shirt her father, Brian, 
was wearing in one of the videos on her 
recruiting profile.

Sophia Holdwick had always been a

Michigan State lifer. She had always 
pictured herself competing in East Lan
sing, donning the green and white.

So when Brian Holdwick watched his 
daughter open and read an email from 
Chavers, introducing the idea of joining 
something new instead of continuing on 
a basketball track at a smaller school, 
excitement clouded any hesitancy she 
initially had.

“Honestly, I think she was more ex
cited about that rowing email than she 
was about any email from any other 
basketball coaches just because of the

See HOLDWICK, Page 2B
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Hartland’
Wrestling coach had 
810 wins and a 2016 
state championship
Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Todd Cheney will still be around 
wrestling next winter, possibly as a ref
eree, and certainly as a spectator at his 
son’s college matches.

But, for the first time since he was a 
teenager, he won’t be mat side in the 
coach’s chair for Hartland High School.

Cheney is retiring after 29 seasons as 
one of the most successful wrestling 
coaches in Michigan history, primarily 
so he can watch his son, Bryce, wrestle 
at Lake Erie College in Painesville, Ohio.
What he’ll be doing one year from 

now, four years from now... who knows? 
Coaching is in his blood, so Cheney isn’t 
ruling out a return in some capacity.

“When I told the team, I cried,” said 
Cheney, who will turn 49 next month. “It 
is what it is. We’ll see. Again, it’s just a 
step back to re-evaluate some things, 
see what I want to do. If I’m going to be 
running off every other weekend to go 
watch Bryce and I’m not there, it’s not 
fair to them either.”
A 1990 Hartland graduate, Cheney 

was hired as a 20-year-old in 1992-93 to 
take over a program that finished last in 
the Kensington Valley Conference the 
previous year. There was no interview 
process. The recommendation of his 
high school coach, Bill Cain, was all that 
was needed.

“They called me and said, ‘Hey, we 
want you to be the next wrestling 
coach,”’ Cheney recalls. “Bill Cain basi
cally said, ‘You hire him, or I’ll just be 
here for a long time.’ They said, ‘OK.’ 
That was it. There was zero interview. 
Basically, I did a couple open mats and 
the athletic director walked by and 
watched me coach. He said, ‘At my old 
school, I hired a young guy and I think 
it’s going to work.’ Twenty-nine years 
later...”

Cheney took over a team that fin
ished last in the Kensington Valley Con
ference the previous season. The Eagles 
had losing records Cheney’s first two 
years, but never came close to going be
low .500 after that.

Cheney has an 810-113-2 record in 
dual matches to rank fourth in state his
tory in high school coaching victories.

Lacrosse
Continued from Page IB

build that chemistry on the field. We al
ready have that chemistry because you 
are good friends, you trust each other. 
With teamwork, you need friendship as 
a base. After that, everything falls into 
place.”

In his three seasons with South Lyon 
Unified, that family atmosphere led to 
success, winning 45 games, including 
six in the postseason..

Physicality eventually made a huge 
difference in Goodrich’s game as he 
grew to 6-feet, 205 pounds, using that 
extra bit of force to move around people.

His confidence grew, too: Goodrich 
wanted the ball in his stick.

“As a freshman you are not thinking, 
‘Oh I can do this.’ If s a maybe,” Goodrich 
said. “As a senior, I need the ball, I need 
to do this to help my team succeed. The 
confidence change is very, very big.”

In three full seasons with South Lyon 
Unified — not having a chance to play 
his junior season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic — Goodrich never made it 
past the regional final, losing to Detroit 
Catholic Central twice and Northville 
this past season.

But, especially with the season lost,

Holdwick
Continued from Page IB

school,” he said. “It’s always been the 
school she wanted to go to and she’s al
ways wanted to be a D1 athlete. I think 
that provided her an opportunity to do 
that.”

Chavers still had to make her pitch. 
She told Sophia that athletes who had 
previously walked onto the team had 
become Olympians, helping Michigan 
State be one of the most competitive 
programs in the country.

“She had a lot of questions about how 
the sport in general, so we talked a lot 
about how practices looked, what racing 
looks like, what it looks like to learn a

s Cheney retires after 29 years

Hartland wrestling coach Todd Cheney celebrates the Eagles’ 2016 Division 1 
state championship, which was achieved after five runner-up finishes.
LIVINGSTON DAILY FILE

Only former Brighton baseball coach 
Mark Carrow (823-315-9 from 1973- 
2006) had more victories coaching a 
Livingston County team.

The highlight of it all came in 2016 
when the Eagles beat Davison to win the 
program’s only state championship af
ter finishing as runner-up five times. 
Hartland lost to county rival Brighton in 
the championship match the year be
fore.

“It was fun because the whole com
munity was there,” Cheney said. “Every
body got to see it. Everybody got to 
watch it. It was perfect.”

Hartland won 22 regional champion
ships, including a current streak of 20 in 
a row, and 25 district titles, including

the last 21.
Cheney had 14 state champions, 114 

state placers and 220 state qualifiers.
When he took over a struggling pro

gram while still in college, did he envi
sion all this success?

Of course.
“We were cocky and arrogant kids,” 

said Cheney, who had 21-year-old Chris 
Phifer as an assistant coach that first 
year. “We thought we could do it. That 
was it.”

Cheney was only three years re
moved from being the state Class B run
ner-up at 135 pounds his senior year 
when he became the head coach.

Inspired by Cain, who died in Febru
ary 2020, Cheney always knew he want

ed to get into teaching and coaching. 
Cheney was also an assistant football 
coach at Hartland.

“I was drawn to him,” Cheney said. 
“When I was a freshman, I had his 
brother as coach, Mike Cain. Bill 
coached my sophomore, junior and sen
ior year. I wanted to be like Bill; that was 
the original ‘be like Bill’ person, I guess. 
Just the way he coached and the way he 
treated people, I wanted to be like that. 
That’s why I got into teaching, it’s why I 
got into coaching.

“I got to coach football with him for a 
while. He was my (athletic director) for a 
while and my assistant principal for a 
while and my kids' principal in elemen
tary school. It was kind of cool. I got to 
see a lot of fun things here in Hartland.”

Cheney said achieving success at his 
alma mater was more meaningful than 
doing it elsewhere, “simply because I 
knew the history. I knew basically ev
erything that went on.”

Current Hartland athletic director JD 
Wheeler has hired Cheney’s replace
ment, former Hartland all-stater Kyle 
Summerfield. Wheeler believes Sum- 
merfield can carry on the tradition of 
Hartland wrestling, but said Cheney 
will be missed.

“It’ll be a big loss,” Wheeler said. 
“Todd helped put Hartland on the map, 
not just as a wrestling school, but a 
school to be successful at the state level.

“He loved coming to work every day. 
He loved being around the kids. He drew 
energy from the kids. The kids helped 
him stay young. That’s what stood out 
about him is how much he enjoyed do
ing it. When someone does it that long, 
sometimes you lose that.”

Cheney said he is eligible to retire as a 
teacher at Hartland in February, but 
hasn’t made a decision in that regard.

He said it already feels strange not 
going to strength and conditioning 
workouts with the football team. The 
thing he said he will miss the most next 
winter is the competition.

“I’ll miss the big moments when kids 
win when they’re not supposed to or if s 
a close match and your kid wins at the 
end or someone gets pinned and the 
crowd gets fired up,” he said. “One of the 
things COVID took away from every
thing is the crowd noise. I went down to 
watch the Georgia state finals when we 
were on shutdown.

“The first time I saw someone get 
pinned, the crowd was amazing. Thaf s 
what I’ll miss.”

he learned to cherish each moment he 
got on the lacrosse field with the players 
that had become family.

“Sophomore year, after the season 
was over... the seniors were all sad. I was 
like, T don’t get that yet,’” Goodrich said. 
“After the junior year, losing that one, it 
was like, ‘Whoa, you really don’t have 
that huge amount of time with these 
people, playing lacrosse with them.’”

Goodrich’s career at South Lyon is 
complete, but his lacrosse career has 
only just begun.

The midfielder/attacker will play at 
Florida Southern, playing in an area 
where the sport is growing, but is al
ready bigger than it is in Michigan.

While he is excited for whaf s next, 
Goodrich knows that his confidence will 
not be the same in his first practices as it 
was as a senior for South Lyon Unified.

“It’s going to be kind of like freshman 
year,” Goodrich said. “You are going to 
have to work into the program, work 
into their systems. It’s going to be a 
change in that aspect, but I think it will 
be good for me. I’m just excited for the 
competition and the higher level of la
crosse that’s being played down there.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife. com.

new sport,” Chavers said. “She met with 
student athletes who learned how to 
row here, so she got to pick their brains a 
little bit and find out what that experi
ence was like.”

Talking with athletes who had been 
in her shoes, Holdwick found that row
ing was the ultimate team sport, bond
ing as a “big family” to achieve one goal 
together, even if what they were doing 
didn’t make sense to her at first.

“I looked up how to row after I got the 
first email, but it made no sense to me,” 
Holdwick said. “I was so confused. I 
mean, it’s a water sport. I have played all 
land sports, so I just had no idea what 
was going on.”
When Holdwick first enters the rac

ing boat on campus, Chavers doesn’t ex
pect her to be a prodigy. The head coach

l

just wants a foundation of fitness: send
ing full-body workouts to prepare for 
what’s ahead and to give something for 
her to work with when Holdwick, and 
the rest of the novice freshmen, dive in 
head first to learn the sport in the fall.

At first, Holdwick will learn in baby 
steps, working her way from the rowing 
machine to barge and eight-person 
boats before full practices in the spring. 
But based on what she knows about the 
incoming freshman, Chavers is confi
dent in what Holdwick will bring to the 
Spartans.

“I think rowing is a sport where you 
get out of it what you put into it,” Chav
ers said. “It’s clear Sophia has a very 
strong work ethic and I think that will 
really pay off for her at the end.”

Holdwick is competitive. She hates to

(

lose.
Even in her first introduction to the 

sport of rowing, watching the Big Ten 
championships with her mother, the in
coming freshman saw herself in those 
boats. While she could not replicate 
what the Michigan State competitors 
could do yet, she saw the same thing 
Chavers saw: potential.

“I’d be like, ‘Look Mom, this will be 
me next year,’ ” Holdwick said. “Not that 
many people row, so I was like, I have to 
beat out all these other novice rowers so 
I can actually row. I don’t want to be on 
the team and not row.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
GaylZ Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.
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Top plays of Hartland’s rim for girls soccer title

Julia Pietila, left, and Justina L’Esperance, right, congratulate Hannah Kastamo 
for her game-winning goal with 7:33 remaining in a 1-0 regional semifinal victory 
over Novi on June 8. gillis benedict/livingston daily

Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The bizarre 2020-21 high school 
sports year couldn’t have ended any bet
ter from a Livingston County perspec
tive, with Hartland’s girls winning the 
county’s first state soccer champion
ship on the final day of the season.

It took hundreds of plays for the Ea
gles to win seven postseason games and 
make history.

If one of the more impactful plays 
had gone the other way, the story of the 
2021 Hartland girls soccer team might 
have been completely different. The Ea
gles never trailed during the state tour
nament (six shutouts helped), but there 
were some tense moments in close 
games.

Here is a look back at the five top 
plays during Hartland’s state champi
onship run:

1. The save

The bleakest moment for Hartland 
during the playoffs came with 12:59 re
maining in a scoreless district semifinal 
game against archrival Brighton.

Brighton’s Hazel Wright was award
ed a penalty kick after being taken down 
in the box. In soccer, the percentages of 
a successful penalty shot are high, so it 
appeared the Bulldogs were on the verge 
of taking a lead late in the game.

Hartland goalie Morgan Seog had 
other ideas, diving to her left to stop a 
shot by Wright and punching the ball 
out of bounds to prevent a rebound.

“So, just standing there, I knew the 
game was on the line,” Seog said. “I 
knew we could score. I don’t know how. I 
just guessed left, because of the way she 
was standing. There’s really no way to 
tell, but I had to guess left and that’s 
where I went.”

The article on the game had this 
prophetic observation: “When a goal
keeper denies a penalty kick at the right 
moment, it can change the outcome of a 
game or, in this case, even a season.”

Hartland went on to win, 1-0, but 
we’ll get to that detail later.

2. Knocking out the champ

Novi was still the two-time defending

state Division 1 champion because of 
the missed 2020 season, but was two 
years removed from its last title.

The Wildcats lacked the firepower of 
their most recent teams, but could still 
play lockdown defense and had one of 
the state’s best goalies as the last line of 
defense in senior Abbey Pheiffer.

Scoring chances were infrequent, as 
Novi was committed entirely to playing 
defense. The Wildcats, who lost 5-0 and 
4-0 to Hartland during the season, 
would have been content to take their 
chances with Pheiffer in net in a shoot
out.

Junior Hannah Kastamo made sure 
the game never got to overtime, scoring 
with 7:33 left in the second half to give 
the Eagles a 1-0 victory.

The goal came in the aftermath of a 
corner kick by Bria Kastamo following a 
leaping save by Pheiffer on a shot by 
Justina L’Esperance.

Novi defender Eva Burns headed out 
the corner kick, but Hannah Kastamo 
got the ball on the right side of the box 
and fired a shot off the right post. The 
Eagles quickly regained possession and 
took another shot that was stopped by 
Pheiffer before Hannah Kastamo

knocked in the rebound from close 
range.

“It was a comer kick,” Hannah Kasta
mo said. “It was just like a scramble. 
(L’Esperance) headed it and it almost 
went in. I shot it, hit the post, then it was 
bouncing. I shot it and it went in, thank
fully.

“It’s unbelievable. You don’t even 
think it’s real, but it feels good.”

3. First goal a game-winner

Seog’s save on the penalty kick 
would have just been a footnote in the 
season if Hartland didn’t take advan
tage of the momentum shift to beat 
Brighton.

Like the game-winner against Novi, 
the goal that beat the Bulldogs came 
during the continuation of play follow
ing a corner kick late in the game.

Bria Kastamo’s corner kick was 
headed out of the box, but the ball went 
directly to Hartland defender Kamryn 
Gerecke. Kastamo was coming out of 
the corner when she took a pass from 
Gerecke on the right side and buried a 
shot into the far upper corner of the net 
with 2:12 left in the game for her first

goal of the season.
“It was a good clear by Brighton,” 

Kastamo said. “Our center back just 
passed it back to me. I just took the shot 
far post and hoped it would go in, and it 
did.

“It’s insane. I can’t describe it. It’s 
just awesome. For all my teammates, for 
our goalkeeper who won the game for 
us, saved the PK.”

4. L’Esperance’s 
two semifinal goals

It’s hard to single out one of the sec
ond-half goals by L’Esperance in the 
state semifinal against Grand Rapids 
Forest Hills Central.

The first one, on a penalty kick, broke 
a 1-1 tie with 36:51 remaining in the game 
to give Hartland the lead for good. The 
second one, with 17:50 remaining, gave 
the Eagles a 3-1 lead and proved to be the 
game-winner because the Rangers 
scored with 8:38 left.

For L’Esperance, those two goals 
were bigger than her game-winner 
against Brighton three years ago in a 
first-round district game.

“Yeah, because we’re going to the 
state finals,” she said. “It’s really impor
tant to score those.”

5. Bailing out the goalie

Seog had Hartland’s back throughout 
the state tournament, so it was only 
right that a teammate came to her res
cue at a critical moment in the state 
championship game.

The Eagles would ultimately beat 
Troy Athens, 4-0, but they were clinging 
to a 1-0 lead late in the first half when the 
Red Hawks had a glorious opportunity 
to tie the game.

With just over a minute left in the 
half, Seog was out near the top of the 
box and scrambling back when Athens’ 
Casey Gruber took a shot at the vacated 
net. Emma Kastamo was in the right 
place at the right time to stop the shot 
with her right foot. Kastamo’s clearing 
attempt went to Athens’ Alex Haggarty, 
who fired the rebound wide left.

It might have been a different game if 
Athens tied the score before halftime, 
but we’ll never know because of Kasta
mo’s save.
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Akins quickly getting 
acquainted with Spartans

Point guard Jaden Akins is the No. 3-ranked player in the state in the Spartans’ 
2021 recruiting class, brittany graham/2020 hoopfest

USA TODAY NETWORK

Despite not having an official visit to 
East Lansing, Jaden Akins, the four-star 
freshman point guard from Farmington, 
has integrated himself into Michigan 
State’s basketball team.

He has spent his first three weeks in 
East Lansing taking summer classes 
and adjusting to new teammates. NBA 
playoff game watch parties at his team
mates’ apartments, team dinners at 
coach Tom Izzo’s house, and weight 
room competitions have helped him 
build a rapport.

“I feel like it was an easy adjustment 
just because of the people that I was 
around. They made it easier for me,” 
said Akins, the No. 3 ranked player in 
the state in the 2021 class. “We built a 
relationship quick, and it definitely 
made this transition even easier. I feel 
like I’ve been knowing these dudes for 
longer than I really have.”

The 6-foot-3,170-pound point guard 
briefly joined the fledgling Ypsi Prep be
fore transferring to Sunrise Christian 
Academy in Kansas in January. The ex
perience in Kansas makes him more 
comfortable being away from home, as 
he uses the summer to transition his 
game to Michigan State standards. At 
practice, Akins has been memorizing 
the few plays that have been imple
mented, keeping up with the faster 
pace, and making quick reads.

“This is the Big Ten and it’s just a dif
ferent level in high school,” he said. “So, 
I’m just getting ready for that every day. 
It’s really just been a lot of work. And 
now a lot of team workouts and we 
started a couple of practices. The pace is 
definitely faster, but I feel like the high 
school that I was at, Sunrise, got me pre
pared for this as best I could. It’s an ad
justment, but I’m learning quick.”

Akins joins the Spartans’ 2021 
recruiting class ranked 10th in the na
tion, which includes Max Christie and 
Pierre Brooks II, the No. 2 recruit in the 
state and Michigan’s Mr. Basketball. 
The trio has been bonding on and off the

court and helping one another improve 
their game while curbing expectations.

“Me and Max’s relationship grew a 
lot,” Akins said. “Before we were texting 
but being able to meet him in person ... 
ever since we got here, we’ve been hang
ing out basically every day. We’re work
ing out and just really pushing each oth
er on the court and in the weight room.

“At the end of the day it is basketball. 
That’s what we’ve been doing for most 
of our life. So we feel like we can carry 
over this level. We just need to stay con
fident.”

After losing guard Aaron Henry to the 
NBA draft, Akins isn’t the only new 
point guard; he is joined by Tyson Walk
er, a transfer from Northeastern. Akins 
has taken the opportunity to learn from 
the veteran point guard to catch up to 
the speed of the college game.

“Tyson has experience and 1 we’ve 
been working every day,” Akins said. 
“He’s been really good with helping me 
with different things because he’s al
ready been through some stuff. I’ve 
been learning the pace of just ball 
screen reads and stuff from him. I feel 
like he has a good pace. He’s a good de

fender, quick defender, quick player.”
Early stages and roles haven’t been 

fully carved out for the freshman 
guard, but Akins is accustomed to 
playing different roles. At Sunrise, he 
played with five-star guard Kennedy 
Chandler, where he was utilized both 
in on-ball and off-ball sets. His hope is 
to be a versatile guard for the Spartans, 
and believes there is an opportunity 
for him and Walker to play on the floor 
together.

“I feel like we could definitely play 
together. Our games complement each 
other,” he said. “I feel like I’ll be suc
cessful in that role. You can see me on 
the ball and off the ball as well as being 
a versatile [player]. Somebody that 
can guard the other team’s best player 
if needed to be or best guard.”

Akins isn’t letting Michigan State’s 
early exit in the NCAA tournament de
ter him. He has lofty goals for himself 
and the Spartans this season.

“A successful freshman season for 
me is a Big Ten championship, getting 
to the Final Four, national champion
ship, playing major minutes and play
ing a major role on this team.”

Johanningsmeier 
commits to WMU
Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

August Johanningsmeier of Howell 
has made his name as a running back, 
but has enough athleticism to attract 
Division I college interest at positions 
he hasn’t played in high school.

Johanningsmeier, a 6-foot, 4-inch 
205-pound senior, has announced his 
commitment to Western Michigan 
University, which plans to use him at 
tight end or defensive end.

He is a rare Livingston County foot
ball player who will be going to a Divi
sion I program on scholarship.

“I really like the campus and the 
whole football team,” Johanning
smeier said. “Coach (Tim) Lester said 
he really wants to grow the players to 
make them the best they can be and 
try to get them to the next level in the 
NFL. That sounded really good to me.

“It was pretty important to me to 
prove to myself I could play at the 
highest level possible for me.”

He caught the Broncos’ attention 
during a camp at Wayne State Univer
sity. Also, Howell linebackers coach 
Mitch Zajac, a former Western Michi
gan player, put in a good word for him 
with the Broncos’ coaching staff.

“Coach (Mike) Bath, the offensive 
coordinator, said they know I can play 
tight end, because they watched me 
catch some passes,” said Johanning
smeier, who plays basketball and was 
a state-qualifying high jumper in his 
first season of track and field.

“They’d rather choose me over a 
true tight end, because I can keep up 
with the running backs, I can plant off 
one foot and move. I went with the 
running backs (at Wayne State). I was 
either just as fast as them or faster, 
which looks good for a tight end.”

Johanningsmeier played exclusive
ly at running back last season, but his 
workload kept him busier than some 
two-way starters. He averaged 25 car
ries a game, rushing 127 times for 731 
yards and four touchdowns in five 
games. He led Livingston County in 
rushing, despite missing three games 
with an injury.

The Highlanders plan to use him at 
defensive end also this fall.

KOHLER Walk-In Bath

$1,500 OFF
Your KOHLER Walk-in Bath'

FINANCING AVAILABLE THIS MONTH ONLY

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home or virtual quote!
©(313)241-9116

tOfffir emit; Ji>ly 31. 2051. Participating dsalere only. Not available In AK: HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchestef Cty. or City of Buffalo, NY.
Jl .500 off nvorago price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and la responsible for fun amount of discount. Cannot be combined with 
any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. WaK-ln Bath Installed In as Ifttle as a day. ’Subject to credit approval. Interest 

13 b-:l)ud during She promotional period but afl interest Is waived if tho purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. 
There io no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSkyft consumer loan programs is provided by 
fedoraPy Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMlS 31416362. GroenSky® Program Is □ program name for certain consumer credit plans 

extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are 
(edoraiiy insured, oquai opportunity lender banks. GroanSky® Is a rogislered trademark o! GreenSky, LLC. GreonSky Servicing, LLC servteos the 

loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS 31416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.
LO-GCI0675800-01

Rhini Shield IT S NOT PAINT
IT S BETTER

Waterproof and Breathable • BASF Tested and Proven to Last • 
Thicker and Richer than Paint

RHINO SHIELD BONDS TO...
Wood

v' Aluminum
'S Stucco
v' Brick

'S Vinyl
^ HardiePlank

^ Block
Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

734-386-0891MICHIGAN’S ONLY
f A+0 AUTHORIZED 

RHINO SHIELD 
DEALER

Michigan Builder's License 
#2102200455



ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 2021 SANITARY SEWER LINING

General Notice
The Charter Township of Plymouth (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of the 
following Project:

2021 SANITARY SEWER LINING 
PL20009

Plymouth Township, Michigan
Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the Plymouth Township Hall 
located at 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan, MI 48170 until Tuesday, July 
20th, 2021 at 11:00 am local time. At that time the Bids received will be publicly opened and 
read.

The Project includes the following Work:

Cured-In-Place Pipe (CIPP) Lining 
The approximate quantities of the major items of Work are:

2,300 LF CIPP LINING, 8 to 24 Inch
1EA CIPP LINING, MANHOLE

Bids are requested for the following Contract: 2021 SANITARY SEWER LINING 
Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be found at the following designated 
website:

MITN website at www.bidnetdirect.com/mitn
The Township is providing the Bidding Documents on the MITN website at 
www.bidnetdirect.com/mitn. Please see separate files uploaded which consist of the Project 
Manual and the Drawings.

Bidder’s inquiries shall be directed to Taylor Reynolds, Spalding DeDecker, 
trevnolds^sda-eng.com at 248-844-5400.

Instructions to Bidders.
Bid Security in the amount, form, and subject to the conditions provided in the Instructions to 
Bidders must be submitted with each Bid.

Bids may not be withdrawn for a period of 120 days after the actual date of opening thereof. 
This time period may be extended by mutual agreement of the OWNER and any Bidder or 
Bidders.

The Township reserves the right to accept any or all alternative Bids and award the contract to 
other than the lowest bidder, to waive any irregularities or informahties or both; to reject any 
or all Bids; and in general to make the award of the Contract in any manner deemed by the 
Township, in its sole discretion, to be in the best interest of the Charter Township of Plymouth.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: The Charter Township of Plymouth 
By: Jerry Vorva,
Title: Township Clerk
Date: June 28, 2021
Publish: July 1,2021 100000359656 3X8

NOTICE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 2021 SUMMER TAXES

Summer taxes are due July 1, 2021, and payable through August 10, 2021 without penalty. 
Additional information appears on the reverse side of your tax statement. MAKE ALL 
CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CITY OF PLYMOUTH.
Payments can be made at City Hall during regular business hours, Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. at the Treasurer’s office. Cash, Checks and Credit Cards (a convenience fee applies) 
are accepted for payment during business hours. After hours, payments (checks only) can be 
placed in the DROP BOX located in the Church Street lobby of City Hall or use the DROP BOX 
located next to the book return behind the library. Additional payment options are on the city 
website at www.plymouthmi.gov.

John Scanlon
Finance Director/City Treasurer

Publish: July 1 & July 8,2021 L000003S9665 3x2.5

Check us out at 
Homelownlife.com

Notice of Public Hearing
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION

PROPOSED ACTION: 
DATE OF HEARING: 
TIME OF HEARING: 
PLACE OF HEARING:

Request for Approval of a Rezoning Application 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 
7:00 P.M.
Plymouth Township Hall Offices, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township 
of Plymouth has received an application to rezone Tax ID No.’s: R-78-019-01-0054-000; 
R-78-019-01-0055-000; R-78-019-01-0056-000; R-78-019-01-0057-000; R-78-019-01-0058-000; 
R-78-019-01-0059-000; R-78-019-01-0060-000; R-78-019-01-0061-000; and R-78-019-01-0062-000 
from the R-2-A Multiple Family Residential District to the R-l, One Family Residential District, 
pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 99. The subject application is for a rezoning to the Township’s 
adopted Zoning Map.

The properties are proposed to remain, or be redeveloped, as single family, detached residences. 
Generally, the subject sites are located west of Northville Road, south of M-14, and north of 
Edward Hines Drive; access is currently provided from Northville Road. The respective addresses 
for the subject sites are: 14429; 14415; 14387; 14369; 14361; 14353; 14341; 14331; and 14319 
Northville Road.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that persons interested may attend the public hearing and/ 
or send correspondence regarding the application to Plymouth Township Hall, attn.: Carol 
Martin. Pertinent information relative to the application is on file at the Plymouth Township, 
Public Services Department (second floor counter) and may be viewed during regular business 
hours from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services to individuals with disabilities at the public hearing upon one week’s advance notice by 
writing or calling the Supervisor’s Office, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan 48170; 
(734) 354-3201.

vV'
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Publish July 1, 2021 L00000359619 3x8.5

Instructions for 
iPhone and iPads
How to Download 
Hometownlife APR

Click on the iTunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options. 
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL The browser will bring you to your Junes account page.
Sign in to your Junes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly:
For iPhone:
httpj'/itunes.apple.com/us/app/app!e-5tore/id900203tl9?mt‘=8

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/appli

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen. 
Click the APRS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric 
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Oick the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

The browser will bring you to your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://pl8y.google.eom/store/apps/dctails7id-com.gannett.l

Effective July 1, 2021

CITY OF PLYMOUTH WATER AND SEWER RATE CARD # 24
Per 1000 Gallons

Water Rate
$5.71

Ready to Serve Charges 
Quarterly Fees

Meter Size
5/8”

3/4”
1”
1.5”
2”
3”
4”
6”

Charge
$11.56

$13.00
$19.76
$39.65
$62.92
$117.96
$185.22
$389.20

Sewer Rate
$7.37

Minimum Billing: 4,000 Gallons

Water Tap Fees 
Plus Time and Material for City 

Inspections, Supervisors and Crew

Tap Size
Up to and including 

l”Tap
1.5” Tap
2” Tap
3” Tap
4” Tap
6” Tap
8” Tap

Charge
$3,530.00

$3,750.00
$6,515.00
$11,410.00
$19,274.00
$38,792.00
$50,000.00

For Sizes Not Listed Multiply 
Tap Diameter By $8125.00

Sanitary Sewer Tap Fees/Storm
Sewer Tap Fees 

Plus Time and Material for City 
Inspections, Supervisors and Crew
Tap Size

Up to and including
6” Tap
8” Tap
10” Tap
12” Tap
14” Tap

Charge
$10,000.00
$25,000.00
$40,000.00
$55,000.00
$70,000.00

> Commercial Sewer Surcharge-Fees are Billed as Mandated on a One-for-One Basis

> Non-Residential Customers are Billed Monthly

> There Will Be a Maximum of 20 Days From Water Billing Date to Due Date

> New Water Service Meter Fee = Installation Time and Material plus 15%

> There is a $90.00 Fee for “After Hours” Water Turn on toff

ADDITIONAL SEWER FEES
Property owner is responsible for all sewer leads, pipes, and taps up to and including the connection to the City’s mains. 
Property owner is responsible for the repair and/or replacement of any publicly owned property including, but not limited to 
grass, sod, top soil, trees, curb, gutter, street pavement and base material.
CONSTRUCTION PURPOSES
For building or construction purposes, the daily charges shall be made for the use of water from the time of installation of the 
service pipe until meter installation:

ChargeService 
Pipe Size

3/4”
1”
1.5”
2”
3”
4”
6”

8”

$50.00
$60.00
$85.00
$115.00
$165.00
$195.00
$385.00
$750.00

All connections to the water supply system or the sewer disposal system shall be made by and at the expense of the property 
owner or user so connecting, subject to any rules or regulations therefore now or hereafter established by the city, and subject to 
inspection and approval prior to use. A permit for such connection shall be obtained in advance from the city, and the property owner 
or user making such connection shall pay all inspection charges now or hereafter established by the city prior to the use thereof. 
Property owner is responsible for TAP compliance with ALL Federal, State or Local Rules, Regulations, or Laws.
TAPS RESTRICTED
The term “tap” as used herein shall include any opening or outlet heretofore or hereafter made in the water system, for the 
purpose of withdrawing water therefrom for any use, public or private, either commercial or domestic, excepting fire hydrants. 
No taps shall be made to the system unless authorized by the proper city authorities.
» Non-Payment Penalty - 15% Added To Total Bill For All Bills Paid After The Due Date «

Publish: July 1, 2021 L0-0000359664 4x8.5
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

®lt‘ VISA

AH classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Professional^^^ CareersflEESSk
all your needs... new beginnings...

Engineering & IT
THE JEFFERY COMPANY BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

734-676-5630

Global Managers - Software Configuration for Urban Science 
Applications, Inc. in Detroit, Ml. Duties include:

Adopt Me

find a new friend...

Lost Parakeet “Lovie" in Canton, LT. YELLOW HEAD, 
BLUE/CREAM BODY, 
CREAM/TAUPE WINGS, PURPLE MARKINGS BY BEAK, HAND 
TRAINED, MISSED TERRIBLY BY HER FAMILY, (248)767-7924

Get results. 
Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

too **■?*

Get results. 
Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

1.Serve as lead strategist in building software delivery automation tool chain.
2.0versee the creation, 
implementation, and enforcement of policies and procedures, automation tools, source control, deployment orchestration and process 
standardization.3. Provide management of global 
software configuration projects.4. Define, develop, and implement Electric Flow and Azure DevOps 
platform, including strategy for implementing automated build, unit, 
and security tests into VSTS/TFS and Jenkins.
5. Choose programming and scripting languages including C#, VB, Perl, or Java; CMD, Java Script, PowerShell to promote cross-platform integration 
across the deployment tool chain, database deployment strategies for 
Microsoft SQL Server, Oracle, MongoDB, and Maria.
Position Requires: Bachelor's Degree 
in. Computer Science, or a related field, or foreign equivalent education, and 5 years' post baccalaureate 
progressive experience working in a DevOps environment; 5 years of experience is required in each of the following:
1. Working with software development life cycle (SDLC) for software configuration, build, and release management.
2. Working with programming and 
scripting languages, including C#,VB, or Java; CMD, Java Script, Perl, PowerShell.
3. Creating automated SDLC 
processes, continuous delivery workflows, or web service application deployments, troubleshooting, and 
maintenance.4. Working with industry standard 
continuous integration and continuous delivery and build tools including 
VSTS/TFS and Jenkins build and release software.
5. Working with database including Microsoft SQL Server, Oracle, MongoDB, and Maria.
Experience may be obtained concurrently.
To apply, access our website applications at:
http ://urbanscience.com/careers and apply online or email 
mipositions@urbanscience.com (place job #2021-4479 in subject line). EOEK

Get results. 
Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Find
everything 
from local, 

knowledgeable 
professionals 

to unbelievable 
deals in the 
classified 
section.

Tool & Die Corporation

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY!
Richard Tool & Die Corporation is 

Now Hiring
SHIPPING / RiCSIUMG staff.

These positions are full time, day shift, 
optional overtime, year-round work with

growth opportunity and excellent benefits,
including health insurance, dental, 

paid time off, and 401(k).
Job duties include

• Monitor supply of tool crib
• Communicate with purchasing department on supply 
control

• Receive / unload incoming shipments
• Prepare and ship finished product
• Determine packaging needed and construction of crates, 
skids,or other materials for shipment and assisting in loading

• Operation of both hilo & crane
• Basic Janitorial and building maintenance
• Previous experience in manufacturing facility
Local candidates encouraged to apply. We are located in New 

Hudson, Ml, easily accessible off of 196.

Apply Today!
vchandler(a)rfdcorP'£oin

WE ARE HIRING
Start today, we are looking for experienced CNC Mill 

programmer / machinist and Proto Irak mill hand (No production) 
40 hours plus overtime, full benefit package.

Apply at Fortune Tool & Machine 29650 
Beck Road Wixom or send your resume to 

Fortunetool@aoi.com

Community Opportunity Center seeks compassionate caregivers and mentors interested in working 
witti adults with developmental disabilities. Job duties include assisting with community inclusion and 

leisure activities, daily living activities, personal care, medical appointments and transportation.
Job openings are in Bedford, Garden City, Livonia and Plymouth. We offer competitive pay, 401K, 

excellent medical/dental benefits and paid training. Full Time, Part Time and Casual positions available.

Applicants must have a valid driver’s license, high school diploma or GED and be willing to complete 
a drug test, criminal record check and all necessary training during the onboarding process.

If you are looking to make a difference in the lives of people with disabilities, we would love to hear 
from you. Come join our team.

To apply visit www.cocliving.com 
< - or call 734-838-0542

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

: s | valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI057198CM) 1

^SUMMER
IS IN THE AIR

Flat Rate Pricing
FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call
Service Call Charge Waived 
with Work Performed
Same Day Service
All Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
Checked
100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

A/C Clean 
and check

Complete Safety 
Inspection.

With Coupon. 
Expires 7/31/21
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WHATEVER IT TAKES:

18 Month No Interest on 
New A/C Installations

* Restrictions apply

FREE ESTIMATES

LO-GCI0676339-Q1

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

‘Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details

\l
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We Move
Let us take care of the back
breaking work of moving your 
contents! Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you covered.

We Store
We place your contents in an 
on-site locked storage unit so 
you can rest assured your things 
are dry and safe.

We Floor
Watch the transformation as 
we liven up your space with 
our lifetime warranted coating 
system called GatorGuard!
Then we return and safely place 
your items back.

Google
Reviews

Subject to credit approvaL Fixed APR of 0_00% for 24 months. Actual payments based on usage. If full 
credit taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.67, followed by 18 monthly payments 
of $41.67 for each $1,000 financed. If transaction is later, the 18 monthly payments could be as high 
as $55_56_Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal 
opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362 Expires: 7/31/2021

I' 10-000671695-01
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

MAY THE FOURTHPREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo BE WITH YOU
ACROSS

1 Dryer’s 
partner

7 Neither-here- 
nor-there 
states

13 Not straying 
off topic

20 Get in the 
way of

21 “You may 
relax, soldier”

22 One looking 
something 
over

23 “The Delta 
Force” actor 
Chuck

24 Question 
after a chat 
interruption

26 Latched on 
firmly

28 Space balls
29 San Luis —, 

California
30 Mount, as a 

jewel
31 “Diane" star 

Turner
32 “Carrie” star 

Spacek
35 Mutineers
37 2012 Robert 

Pattinson film 
based on a 
Maupassant 
novel

39 Chou En—
40 Fictional 

“Warrior 
Princess”

8641 Lax in duty
44 British 

remake of 
“That 70s 
Show”

50 Say for sure
51 Trepidation
53 Fathered, as 

a horse
54 Start of 

many rapper 
names

55 Realities that 
are tough to 
face

58 “E-e-ew!”
59 Vodka brand, 

informally
61 Reply to “You 102 

are not!”
62 Fulfill, as 

standards
65 Wiseacre
69 River to the 

Rhine
70 Hint at
71 ‘That’s 

impossible!”
74 Reagan 

adviser 
Edwin

76 Flooring 
units

77 bug — 
feature?”

78 Identity 
before 
turning over 
a new leaf

83 City in 
Oklahoma

84 Trig function

87

88

92

94
95

96 
99

104

105

108

109
111

114

1 2 3 4 5 •

20

23

26

30 31

Away from 
the wind, 
nautically 
Non-iron 
club
Revealing 
interference 
with the 
contents, as 
a package 
Key related 
to D major 
Saharan 
Oct.-Dec. 
link
Creek, e.g. 
Garbage 
collectors 
Very easy 
thing 
“Back in 
Black” band 
Italian monk’s 
title
Runner 
Sebastian 
Really eager 
With
114-Across, 
source of 
the phrase 
formed by the 
ends of eight 
answers in 
this puzzle 
See
111-Across 
Is identical to 
Famed 
French mime 
Interfere 
Nuanced

122 Places in 37
categories

123 Flip one’s lid 38
124 Plant 40

with prickly 
leaves 41

42DOWN
1 Hot bar food 43
2 Roman love 45
3 Fat avoider 46
Jack 47

4 Sage, e.g. 48
5 Items of food 49
6 Closes tightly 51
again 52

7 Suburb 56
of D.C. in 
Maryland

8 “Am — late?"
9 Cries weakly 57
10 In a ribald

way 59
11 —Kosh 60

B’gosh 62
12 Notice 63
13 Phone button

abbr. 64
14 Novel kind 65
15 Not absent
16 “—Gang” 66
17 River to the

Rhone 67
18 Stairway 68

post 69
19 Low cards 72
25 Banjoist

Clark 73
27 Genetic helix
33 More cheeky 74
34 Stuff in sand 75 
36 "Humbug!”

Avian 
creature 
Boise’s home 
1960s Jaguar 
model
Team booster 
Actress 
Longoria 
Sea, to Gigi 
“— longa...” 
Vexes 
Flee to wed 
Sediments 
Writer T.S. 
Showed rage 
UFO fliers

Andronicus”
(Shakespeare
play)
Locomotive 
supporter 
Singer Bob 
Yank
Actress West 
“I’m here to 
help”
Bit of artifice 
Join, as a 
table
Peak in W. 
Turkey 
Happy as — 
Fish eggs 
Run out on 
Tube lover’s 
punishment 
57-Down 
vehicles 
De-feathers 
Prior to, 
poetically

78 Team booster
79 Exercise in a 

pool
80 Long time
81 Leicester lav
82 WWII prez
84 Recoil from
85 Multivolume 

Brit, lexicon
89 Dawber of 

“Mork & 
Mindy”

90 Amazon 
Kindle, e.g.

91 Dodgers
92 Recuperation 

by lying down
93 Asian 

monkey
97 Natural gift
98 Rival of Sony
99 In —

(not just 
sleeping)

100 Big couches
101 Many future 

kings
102 Long time
103 Tubular pasta
105 Edicts
106 Esther of 

"Good Times”
107 Photographer 

Adams
110 Creative work
112 Cl doubled
113 Big brass 

instrument
115 Sarge, e.g.
116 Sports org. 

with skaters
117 Scooby- —

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 7024247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU1
7

1

9
6

8

1

8

9

1
7

8
Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 7/01

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SMARTY ARTY
Can you find all the words containing ART? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. Thewordswlllalwaysbe In a straight line. Cross them offthelistasyou find them.

T
U
N
C
H
A
R
T
E
D
Z
N

Y
C

M P A R T N E M T R A P M O C R
O U T H P A R T 1 C L E D w P W
R A C H S U P H W R 1 P E A R T
D A X B A R T E R W C A P R F F
A A M D Y R E L L 1 T R A T A Y
D P R P Z P T H T s L T R R R C
E A R T A R T 1 E A F N T E A O
T R W Q A R R H 1 D M E T R A H
R T K T A H T C T E F R T R R M
A Y S E T R I S L A A W R E T A
C P N R A F I T C G H P A T 1 R
U U A F I T R T G E T B C R C T
Y R Y T R A M A E X S C X A H 1
A T R A T U R L A M A T 0 H O A
B A X S S B Q U A R T E R C K L
H P A R G O T R A C Z K S Q E P
A R T O O N T A P P L E C A R T

APPLECART
ARTEFACT
ARTERY
ARTHRITIC
ARTICHOKE
ARTICLE
ARTIFICIAL
ARTILLERY
ARTIST
BARTER
BRAGGART
CARTED
CARTOGRAPHY
CARTOON
CARTWHEEL
CHARTER
COMPARTMENT
DART
DEPART
FARTHEST
GARTER
HEART
IMPART
MARTIAL
MARTYR
MOUTHPART
OXCART
PARTNER
PARTY
PEART
PUSHCART
QUARTER
RAMPARTS
SMART
STARTLE
TARTAN
UNCHARTED
UNEARTH
UPSTART
WART
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The Classifieds
Your source for everything 
new and used in 
your local area.




