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Livonia officials look to build new senior center
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

About 19,000, or 20%, of Livonia resi­
dents are at or over the age of 65, ac­
cording to U.S. Census data.

Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan says 
the city’s senior center at the corner of 
Five Mile and Farmington roads is out­
dated and doesn’t meet the needs of the

city’s vast senior population and people 
from neighboring communities who use 
the building.

So, she’s looking to build a new one.
“It’s an outdated facility,” Brosnan 

said. “It’s an old church that was built in 
the 1960s that has been renovated, re- 
habbed and stretched to its limits.... We 
can do better.”

Not bigger, but ‘better'

In line with the Livonia Vision 21 
master plan, the new facility would be 
built near the Kirksey Recreation Cen­
ter, just down the road from where the 
senior center is now, and would likely 
connect to that building. Officials and 
residents who worked on the master 
plan said it makes sense to place the

center by the recreation building, 
“We’ve already created a sense of 

place there; we’re already driving a mil­
lion visitors a year there,” said Ted Da­
vis, Livonia superintendent of parks 
and recreation. “We have gyms, a walk­
ing track, a fitness center, multiple in­
door pools.

See SENIOR CENTER, Page 5A

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

Joseph Girolamo enjoys a White Castle slider June 5 as part of his 100th birthday celebration, susan vela/hometownlife.com

WWII vet, White Castle mark century with free slider party
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

White Castle sliders have been the 
go-to snack for so many Girolamo fam­
ily reunions, so White Castle gifted Jo­
seph Girolamo with their famous burger 
treats for a 100th birthday party.

The bounty was delivered to his 
Lathers Street home on June 5, which 
also was his daughter Joyce Hermann’s 
64th birthday.

She inspired the company’s benevo­
lence when she wrote them a letter, 
wondering if there was a 100th birthday 
mug available for her father.

Also celebrating its 100th year in 
business, White Castle responded 
with a birthday cup, coupons, party fa­
vors and the free burgers.

That got Hermann thinking about 
the sacks and crates of inexpensive

See PARTY, Page 2A

Plymouth rain gardens prevent flooding
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Wearing mulch-stained jeans and 
B armed with mini shovels and giant­

sized goals to assist the environment, a 
contingent of green-thumbed DTE En­
ergy employees played a role earlier this 
month to plant 20,000 square feet of 
rain gardens at the Plymouth Arts & 
Recreation Complex.

The efforts of the volunteers — a good 
percentage of them Plymouth residents 
— will create gardens that will absorb as 
much as 225,000 gallons of water per 
rainstorm event to help mitigate flood­

ing in Plymouth, Canton and beyond, 
and provide a native habitat for birds, 
butterflies and other vital pollinators.

The gardens also serve a purpose 
during extended dry periods like south­
east Michigan has experienced recently 
when creeks and tributaries that flow 
through subdivisions become a series of 
shallow puddles.

“Prior to planting these rain gardens, 
rain would fall off the parking lot here, 
go into drains and into a creek and im­
mediately flush out of the system,” 
Friends of the Rouge Restoration

See RAIN GARDENS, Page 2A

This rain garden used to be part of a 
parking lot covered by asphalt.
ED WRIGHT/H0MET0WNUFE.C0M

Asper 
removed 
from ballot 
In Westland 
mayor race
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Westland mayoral candidate Wil­
liam Asper has been deemed ineligible 
to run for the city’s top job.

The city’s election commission met 
June 2 and voted to remove Asper from 
the race.

The board concluded 
Asper, who owns multi­
ple properties in the 
city, is not actually a 
resident. Asper said he 
was unable to attend 
the meeting due to a Asper 
scheduling conflict.

The former candidate claims he was 
between living situations and was fix­
ing up one of his rental properties in 
the city for himself to live in.

“I believe what they did was wrong­
ful; I think it was the wrong thing to 
do,” Asper said. “I am a Westland resi­
dent and the fact is I wasn’t at the 
property because I was fixing it up. If I 
was off at college for nine months out 
of the year, I’d still be a Westland resi­
dent.”

The city’s election commission is 
comprised of Mayor Bill Wild, Clerk 
Richard LeBlanc and City Council 
President Jim Hart.

LeBlanc could not be reached for 
comment.

Both Wild and Hart are seeking re- 
election this year.

Asper, 37, has long been a vocal 
critic of Wild. He has drawn some con­
troversy on social media — there’s a 
Facebook page called Women Against 
William Asper for Westland Mayor — 
and is serving probation for a 2019 ag­
gravated stalking attempt conviction, 
according to court records.

Asper said he feels the city’s ad­
ministration is simply threatened by 
his candidacy and said he will try to get 
reinstated.

“I’m going to try and get back on the 
ballot it even though it’s late and the 
primary is in August,” he said. “I be­
lieve there will be legal action because 
of this.

“They slandered my name and de­
famed my character.”

Four candidates remain in the city’s

See ASPER, Page 2A
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Joseph Girolamo and his wife, Lillian.
PHOTOS BY SUSAN VELA/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM A White Castle manager delivers free sliders to Joseph Girolamo on June 5 for his 100th birthday party.

Party
Continued from Page 1A

sliders that her dad used to buy to seal family bonds.
“We always had White Castles whether things were 

sad, whether things were happy," she said. “They’ve 
just been part of us.”

Guests were arriving as White Castle general man­
ager Jessica Worthen pulled up with 100 burgers, along 
with some veggie sliders, chicken rings, condiments 
and fries.

The fare was prepared at a nearby White Castle at 
Plymouth and Middlebelt roads.

“Happy birthday!” Worthen said to Girolamo. 
“You’re our craver. We’re 100 this year, too.

“We really hope you enjoy your birthday. We were 
really excited to do this for you guys. We really hope 
you guys have a great celebration.”

Hermann asked her father if he was ready for a bur­
ger and prepared him a plate. The burger did not last 
long.

Girolamo is a World War II veteran who served in

the U.S. Aimy. His birthday actually was March 9.
He appeared in the “Congressional Record” for serv­

ing under General George Patton and once being 
known as the “Boogie Woogie Bugler.” He and his wife 
were known as champion buglers.

The widower also worked in Ford Motor Co.’s tool 
and die division and was active in local veterans 
groups.
He instructed marching and drill units and drum 

and bugle corps members. He also taught flag eti­
quette to scouts.

At 100 years of age, he speaks softly. His daughter 
wouldn’t be surprised if White Castle sliders are one of 
the secrets to his longevity.

“I had two brothers,” the centenarian said. “I had 
four sisters. I had a father and a mother. I’m the only 
guy left.”

Asked what it was like to have a White Castle 
themed birthday party for herself and her father, Her­
mann said “very cool.”

“It’s really neat,” she said.
Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown- 

life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter 
@susanvela.

Girolamo’s daughter, Joyce Hermann, said White 
Castle really delivered when she wrote them in 
search of a 100th birthday mug for her dad.

Asper
Continued from Page 1A

mayor race: Daniel Beier, Councilwoman Tasha 
Green, Edward Pruett and Wild.

Voters will narrow the race to two candidates in an 
August primary.

The top two vote-getters will face one another in 
the November general election with the winner serv­
ing a four-year term.

The mayor position is non-partisan and draws a 
$121,574 annual salary.

Also on the August ballot are 13 candidates seek­
ing four available city council seats.

Eight candidates will advance to the November 
general election.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at 
stankersle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. 
Follow her on Twitter @shelby_tankk.
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DTE employees spent the morning of June 4 building rain gardens at the Plymouth Arts & Recreation 
Complex to help prevent flooding of the Rouge River and its tributaries, ed wright/hometownlife.com

Rain gardens
Continued from Page 1A

Coordinator Matthew Bertrand explained. “We’ve re­
ceived reports that homes nearby this site have been 
affected by flooding due to the set up.

“The idea of the rain gardens is to plant something 
that will store the rainwater in the ground so that it 
will travel over weeks and even months; not only 
helping to prevent flooding but getting water to the 
creeks during dry times. The gardens these volun­
teers are planting today will help the Tonquish Creek 
maintain water levels even during extremely dry pe­
riods.”
DTE employee and rain garden volunteer Eric You- 

nan said environmental issues are important to the 
energy company considering it is one of Michigan’s 
largest property owners.

“We know how important it is to preserve the en­
vironment and wildlife,” said Younan, a resident of 
Plymouth. “We have a lot of environmental engineers 
and a lot of scientists here today in addition to sever­
al employees whose jobs are not necessarily related 
to the environment because we want to be stewards 
of the environment.

“When we found out about this project Friends of 
the Rouge was organizing, we put together two shifts 
of DTE volunteers to lend a hand and help make it 
happen. These gardens will soak up millions of gal­
lons of rainwater over the course of a year. That’s im­
pressive stuff.”

The 35-day project to install 23 rain gardens and a 
walking trail throughout the PARC property is being 
funded mostly by a $400,000 grant Friends of the 
Rouge received from the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy. PARC also

donated a significant sum of money to make the pro­
ject possible, Bertrand added.

“This parking lot used to be in rough shape,” Ber­
trand said, gesturing toward the newly-paved surface, 
gardens strategically planted throughout. “The pot­
holes were so big, we’d lose cars in them. When PARC 
decided to improve the space, Friends of the Rouge 
saw it as an opportunity to make this a demonstration- 
type parking lot for the gardens.

“We have close to 300 volunteers signed up for the 
project that is scheduled to run through the end of 
June, with some work probably stretching into August 
and September. It’s a true community effort with a lot 
of corporations, including DTE, pitching in.”

The eye-catching gardens will include butterfly and 
hummingbird gardens and the planting of more than 
10,000 native Michigan planting plugs and shrubs.

“This area used to be wall-to-wall concrete,” noted 
DTE Communications Strategist Dana Blankenship, 
who attended middle school from 2006-2009 in the 
building now known as PARC. “It’s satisfying knowing 
I can be a part of the planting of the rain gardens and 
the complete transformation of this area. I love any­
thing that has the intersectionality between the com­
munity and the environment.”

Bertrand said rain gardens can be installed in ev­
eryone’s yard, regardless of where they live.

“I always tell folks, ‘Get your lawn a job!”’ Bertrand 
said. “Every lawn has the potential to help solve some 
very big problems, like flooding. It’s just a matter of 
picking out the area of your yard that you want to keep 
for recreation and choosing a space for a rain garden. I 
can help consult with people who are interested.”

Additional information on creating at-home rain 
gardens can be found on the Friends of the Rouge web­
site at https://therouge.org/.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home- 
townlife.com or 517-375-H13.
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Market grows as COVID-19 restrictions ease

The Mona Lisas and Mad Hatters of the Farmington Farmers Market - the best volunteers anywhere.
COURTESY OF FARMINGTON FARMERS MARKET

“The Farmers Market is open!” I re­
member standing on the south bricks of 
the Sundquist Pavilion on Opening Day, 
May 8, shouting out those words as the 
market bell rang. But it didn’t seem 
open. COVID-19 restrictions were very 
much in place from last summer - hurri­
cane fencing around Riley Park, forced 
entrances and exits, strict guidance for 
navigating the market and, of course, 
mask mandates.

But last Saturday, our fifth market of 
the year, was different. With Art on the 
Grand’s scores of people and our market 
shoppers filling downtown Farmington, 
we truly were open: no fencing, no 
forced entrances, no masks. This time I 
could say it and mean it: The market is 
open.
We took our guidance from the Gov­

ernor’s office and the Michigan Farmers 
Market Association, who agreed that as 
of June 1 outdoor markets - and I em­
phasize outdoor - no longer require 
masks, whether you’re vaccinated or 
not. It’s a tell-tale sign that the vaccina­
tion rate is high enough to make mask 
wearing discretionary.

Sanitizer machines still dot the mar­
ket, and free masks are available at our 
Information Tent. But in some ways 
these remain the last vestiges of what 
will be remembered as “another time” in 
our lives. Which brings me to ...

Mona Lisas and Mad Hatters

It happens every week: A call goes 
out for market volunteers. It’s the same 
call issued last season when the pan­
demic raged. Our volunteers, in service 
to community, raised their hands week 
in and week out to man the entrances 
and exits, help with curbside pickups, 
direct traffic flow, assist customers to 
find their way and make vendors feel 
safe while we collected weekly CO- 
VID-19 screening forms.

It was during this time of the greatest 
exposure to the virus that I honestly felt 
safest - in a circle of fellowship that

forged friendship and the camaraderie 
of family.

(Oddly enough, I felt the most isolat­
ed and vulnerable in the safety of my 
own home, watching the dire headlines 
and bitter political discourse pour into 
my house through the nightly news. 
Weird.)

I can’t help but think of a concert giv­
en by Elton John in October 2001 in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. It was in 
tribute to the city’s police, fire and 
Emergency Medical Services who kept 
working in the rubble of the World Trade 
Center day and night. John dedicated to 
them and the city his song, “Mona Lisas 
and Mad Hatters”:

While Mona Lisas and Mad Hatters...
Turn around and say good morning 

to the night...
I thank the Lord there are people out 

there like you.
I thank the Lord there are people out 

there like you...
I am grateful for the quiet dignity and 

courage shown by our own Mona Lisas 
and Mad Hatters who faced down the 
rabbit hole of the virus week after week.

I thank the Lord there are people out 
there like you.

Coming in, heading out, 
coming up at market

The market is an ever-changing dy­
namic. Because we are a Michigan 
grower market, we offer food only in 
season. That’s why, when you come 
once to market, you find you must come 
the next week and the next and the next 
because it’s always a different market.

For instance, asparagus has been 
headlining our marquee for much of the 
past five weeks, but it and the early 
greens are now running their course. So 
we welcome a relative newcomer, Mich­
igan strawberries. To me nothing says 
summer is coming quite like biting into a 
juicy, sweet, fresh-picked strawberry 
from our Michigan farms. So let’s cele­
brate.

June 19 marks the Market’s seventh 
annual Strawberry Shortcake Day at the 
market hosted by Kapnick Orchards of 
Britton and Calder Dairy of Carleton. 
Friends of the Market volunteers will

assemble 500 servings of fresh straw­
berries on scratch-made biscuits 
topped with freshly whipped cream, the 
operative words being fresh and 
scratch-made. I will have more to say in 
a special column next week about this 
Farmers Market fundraiser.

Also on June 19, we welcome the Far­
mington & Farmington Hills Founda­
tions for Youth & Families, which is cele­
brating 25 years of community support. 
Part of that support can be found in our 
children’s Power of Produce (POP!) pro­
gram, which helps teach kids where 
food comes from. Sidelined last year by 
the pandemic, I am happy to announce 
that POP! will return this summer. I will 
stay in touch and you can, too, by vis­
iting www.farmingtonfarmersmarket. 
com.

It’s time to get ready for another week 
at the Market, so here’s saying, as al­
ways, “Until next time, see you at the 
Market.”

Walt Gajewski is the Farmington 
Farmers Market manager. The market 
runs 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays in down­
town Farmington.

HENRY FORD SPORTS MEDICINE, TREATING THE WHOLE ATHLETE
From surgery to cardiology, nutrition to performance conditioning, sports psychology to brain 
health - we’re focused on you. Using the most innovative technology, we create your unique 
game plan, just like we do for the pros. We offer several convenient locations and virtual visits 
are available. For an appointment within 24 business hours, visit HenryFord.com/Athletes or 
call (313)710-5819.



Against long odds, Northville Downs overcomes shutdowns

A race gets underway at Northville Downs on May 21 as spectators press against the fence to get a good look, photos by John heider/hometownlife.com

Horse races continue at state’s only live harness race track
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

When your industry survives a pair of potentially devastating pandem­
ic-induced shutdowns, even the foul odors in a horse barn can smell like a 
bed of roses.

On May 21, less than an hour before the first race of a 12-race card at 
Northville Downs — the only live-racing venue remaining in Michigan — 
lifelong harness-racing owner/trainer/driver Kim Pluta discussed the slop­
py conditions his livelihood navigated since March 16, 2020, when the 
United States was locked down in an effort to contain COVID-19.

“This is how I make a living, so the beginning of the first shutdown was 
really, really tough,” said Pluta, already decked out in his gold-and-white 
racing silks. “Most of us in here live (financially) week to week ... and the 
horses have to eat.

“When we came back the first 
time (in August), there was a lot of 
happiness, obviously. But at the 
same time, we didn’t know if we’d 
be racing for a week, two weeks, 
whatever, and then get shut down 
again. I think that is why everybody 
here followed the rules so closely.
We wanted to keep racing. We need­
ed to keep racing.”

Northville Downs Operations 
Manager Mike Carlo, whose great 
uncle started horse racing near the 
northeast comer of the intersection 
of Center Street and Seven Mile 
Road in 1944, acknowledged the ro­
bust return to racing required sacri­
fice, patience and teamwork.

Following protocols

Although the track lost half of its 
racing dates in 2020, it stayed the 
course and is once again a one-of- 
a-kind entertainment option for 
residents of southeast Michigan 
and beyond.

Strictly enforced protocols including mask-wearing, social-distancing 
and crowd-capacity restrictions in the grandstand and paddock areas 
were embraced by patrons and horsemen alike, Carlo said.

“When we reopened in August after the first (five-month) shutdown, 
one of our regular patrons came up to me and said, ‘This is just my place to 
hang out. I’d do anything to just come back and hang out with my friends.’ 
It was great to see that nothing — wearing a mask, social-distancing — was 
going to stop this guy from coming back.

“One of the nicest things I observed was that even though everybody 
had a lot to complain about when everything was taken away, these horse­
men were so thrilled to be able to come back and say, ‘Thank God we’re 
racing again.’ We didn’t care who the governor was, who the President was; 
it was just, ‘I get to go back to living my life again.’”

Reminders that the pandemic is still a dangerous contender are appar­
ent to racetrack patrons the second they enter the doors to the clubhouse 
and are greeted by longtime employee Bess Thomas, who completes a fore­
head temperature check.
A safety-coated vibe also flows through the bams, which are far less 

crowded — with fewer horses and people alike — and less frenetic than 
normal times due to social-distancing guidelines.

“Before the pandemic, we ran a five-race paddock, so all of the horses 
who were running in the first five races could be in the bam,” Carlo said. 
“Now, because of COVID, we’re running a three-race paddock so that there 
are always open stalls between the horses.

“The number of people in the barns is also significantly reduced. Before 
COVID, on any given night there were up to six helpers allowed for each 
trainer to help care for the horses. Now, each trainer is allowed one helper

Northville Downs Operations Manager Mike Carlo talks about his and his 
family’s decades of ownership and management of Northville Downs.

for every two horses. If they have a third horse running, they’re allowed a 
second helper.”

Carlo said the horsemen understand and follow the capacity rules, but 
they’re not necessarily fans of the camaraderie-dissipating protocols.

“During normal times, the backside of the racetrack is so communal and 
friendly,” Carlo said. “Sure you see a few arguments, but whenever you’re 
back there you’ll see people helping their neighbor in a stall.

“You’ll hear, ‘Can you put this line on the horse for me?’ ‘Absolutely!’ And 
once the race starts, they’re all lined up on the ramp (that leads to the 
barns), screaming at the top of their lungs as the horses head around the 
corner. We all miss that part of it and we hope things return to normal

soon”
Carlo said he doesn’t have statis­

tical proof that the pandemic creat­
ed a financial burden too great to 
overcome for some horsemen, but 
he assumes there have been casu­
alties.

“What’s encouraging, though, is 
that we’ve had enough horses to run 
10,11 or 12 races a night, which is our 
aim,” he said. “Most of the horses 
that run here are Michigan bom or 
bred, too.”

Love of racing

Arthur Mcllmurray, 62, has been 
involved in the harness-racing in­
dustry for 46 years. His late father, 
Wally Mcllmurray, was a driver in 
the first race ever run at Northville 
Downs in September of 1944.

The veteran horseman said the 
pandemic has generated the most 
daunting obstacles he’s witnessed 
for all-in horse lovers like himself.

“March of last year was very hard 
because all of the horses had just 

qualified and were ready to go,” Mcllmurray said. “We were able to stay 
afloat during the shutdown because of the county fairs that allowed us to 
race. There was no betting and no patrons, so we were racing just for the 
purses.

“I felt especially bad for all the young guys that are coming up. It’s satis­
fying to be able to offer them advice when I can. I still love racing, too; I’m 
still competitive and love to win. I don’t know how much longer I’m going to 
be able to drive, but I’m going to do it into my 70s, at least, God willing.”

By the time the starting gate rolled down the dusty track for the first race 
May 21, an impressive crowd had gathered along the rail — not far from 
where $2 beers and $1 hot dogs were being sold from a makeshift conces­
sion stand — and inside the 50-year-old grandstand.

The maximum capacity as of mid-May was 1,200, Carlo said.
“Horse racing is such a unique form of entertainment,” he said. “A lot of 

patrons like it better than casinos because you can bet, but it’s also a sport­
ing event unto itself.”

Good friends Lori Kartmann, Mary Suiter and Chelsea Chandler headed 
to the viewing area about 20 minutes before the first race, hoping for a big 
pay day, but ready to settle for a night of low-stakes gambling and high- 
caliber fun.

“I haven’t been here for a long time,” Chandler said. “But the second you 
walk in this place and look around, you remember why you wanted to come 
back: because you had so much fun the last time you were here.”

“We’re here to bet a little, drink a little and laugh a lot,” Suiter added.
Winning isn’t everything these days at Northville Downs — especially 

one year after the iconic venue sat quiet and empty, waiting for the sound 
of pounding hooves to return.



Garden City educator/coach dies unexpectedly
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

During his 30-plus years as an educa­
tor and coach at Garden City High 
School, Mark Cramtoris enthusiasm for 
teaching still resonates with students 
he taught decades earlier.

“One of Mark’s former students who 
graduated from Garden City 20 years 
ago said lessons he learned in Mark’s 
classes are the only ones he still utiliz­
es,” said Bridgette Cramton, Mark’s 
wife. “Mark’s favorite saying was, ‘If it 
doesn’t make you better, stronger or 
smarter, why put effort into it.”

Mark Cramton, who turned 60 on 
March 1, died unexpectedly May 30 at 
his home in Canton. Doctors believe the 
cause of death was a massive heart at­
tack, his wife said.

“What makes this so shocking was 
that Mark regularly lifted weights and 
did regular cardio workouts on the ellip­
tical right up until he died,” Bridgette 
Cramton said. “Fitness and good nutri­
tion were such an important parts of his 
life.”

Cramtoris death sent shockwaves

Mark Cramton. submitted

through the 
Garden City 
community, 
where he 
carved out a 
legacy as a 
difference- 
maker, both 
as a physi­
cal educa­
tion in­
structor and 
coach of
several 
sports. At
the time of his death, he was Garden 
City High School’s boys cross country 
coach.

Nicknamed “Sharky,” Cramton was 
an admired old-school coach who chal­
lenged his athletes and students to get 
the most out of their ability, his brother 
Kevin shared.

“His coaching style reminded me of 
Tom Izzo’s; he used tough love to help 
people reach their full potential.”

Cramtoris two daughters — Sarah 
and Faith — have both excelled in ath­
letics in part because of their dad’s sup­

port. Sarah was a three-sport star at Li­
vonia Franklin while Faith, who is gen­
erating interest from Division 1 college 
softball programs, is a three-sport 
standout at Canton High School.

“Growing up, our parents didn’t have 
money to spend on specialized coach­
es,” Kevin Cramton recalled. “Mark 
made sure his daughters had that extra 
training; he wanted to make sure they 
had everything they needed to be suc­
cessful. The most important thing he 
gave them was his time.”

Cramton was a tremendous athlete at 
Garden City West High School, from 
which he graduated in 1979. His older 
brother remembers when as a 6-foot-2 
sophomore he could throw down two- 
handed dunks.

“By the time he went to Michigan 
State, he was a 6-foot-4 leaper,” Kevin 
Cramton recounted. “He played for 
MSU’s junior varsity basketball team 
and was suite mates with the Brkovich 
brothers, Mike and Don, who played on 
the national championship team.

“Looking back, he was kind of like a 
present-day Draymond Green. He could 
do everything pretty well.”

Cramton earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education from Michigan State be­
fore adding a master’s degree from 
Wayne State University.
Up until recent years, Cramton 

taught physical education at Garden 
City High School alongside his younger 
brother, Scott.

“Can you imagine doing something 
you love alongside your brother?” Kevin 
Cramton said. “I know Mark and Scott 
felt blessed to be able to work together 
for close to 30 years

Bridgette Cramton said she has been 
inundated with messages from people 
who knew and loved her husband, let­
ting her know how he impacted their 
lives in a positive way.

“I thought we had another 25 years 
together, at least,” she said. “It’s hard to 
believe he’s gone.”

In addition to his daughters and wife, 
Cramton is survived by his stepson Alec 
Murphy; brothers Kevin (Faye), Scott 
(Michele) and David (Dawn).

Memorial contributions can be made 
to the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, 1820 Mt. 
Elliott St., Detroit.

eawright@hometownlife. com

Senior center
Continued from Page 1A

“So you don’t have to rebuild some­
thing in a different location, you can just 
do it right there. It’s only going to im­
prove access to those amenities for 
those seniors.”
A new facility, planned for 25,000 

square feet in a space used now as a re­
tention basin, wouldn’t be larger than 
the current center. It would just better fit 
the community’s needs.

“It’s not bigger, it’s smarter,” Davis 
said. “There will be more spaces that are 
larger and more multi-purpose. Right 
now, if you go through the senior center, 
there’s a lot of small classrooms that are 
effectively useless, unfortunately. In a 
post-COVID world, I don’t know what 
people’s tolerances are going to be for 
being packed into tight spaces.”

“It’s not bigger, it’s smarter.
There will be more spaces that are 
larger and more multi-purpose.”
Ted Davis
Livonia superintendent of parks and recreation

Though a new building would be at­
tached to the Kirksey center, it would 
have its own entrance and people would 
not need to be Kirksey members to use 
the facility.

If a new senior center gets built, the 
old building would be tom down and the 
land would become part of the Civic 
Park campus’ reimagining, which is also 
outlined in Livonia Vision 21.

“The master plan calls for us to re-en­
vision this comer at Five and Farming- 
ton and really look at some kind of pub­
lic-private partnership that would drive 
us closer to some kind of downtown en­
vironment,” Brosnan said. “The specif­

ics of that have not been determined, 
but that’s what the community has said 
they wanted.”

Finding the funds

Brosnan said she doesn’t want to use 
city tax dollars to fund the project, 
which she expects will cost around $13 
million when all is said and done. In­
stead, the mayor thinks the city can get 
a mix of federal, state and county fund­
ing. Her office has been in touch with 
Congresswoman Haley Stevens (D-Li- 
vonia) and County Commissioner Terry 
Marecki (R-Livonia) to see what can be 
done.

Brosnan thinks the city can get 
around $4 million for the project 
through the $1.9-trillion American Res­
cue Plan approved by Congress in 
March, something she’s hoping Stevens 
can help with. The mayor said the new 
facility’s construction is completely de­

pendent on when the city can secure 
funds for it.

“The only timeline we have to work 
with right now, because the source of 
funding is the American Rescue Plan, is 
their timeline,” Brosnan said. “Their 
timeline says they’d like to have projects 
selected and determined shovel ready in 
the next three years and then built in the 
next five years.”

If the project is funded, Brosnan said 
if s “basically shovel-ready” and would 
take between 15 and 2 years to com­
plete.

Until then, seniors can rest assured 
their building isn’t going anywhere.

“If we get this funding, the senior 
center is not going to close until a new 
center is open and ready to go,” Davis 
said. “There is no plan to simply shut the 
doors.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelby_tankk.

Obituaries
Carol Jane Fortin

PLYMOUTH - Carol Jane Fortin, of Plymouth,
Michigan, was born on April 6, 1940 in Detroit 
to her parents, Theodore and Frances Fortin. She 
passed away on May 18,2021 at Brighton Gardens 
of Northville.
Carol grew up in Detroit, and then she and her 

family lived in Livonia for many years before moving 
to Plymouth in 1979. Carol graduated from Cool­
ey High School in 1957. She then went on to the 
University of Michigan School of Education, where 
she earned her B. Ed., in 1961. She later completed 
a Master of Education degree as well. Carol taught 
in the Farmington School System for three years, 1961-1964.
In 1964, Carol stated teaching in Livonia Public Schools at McKinley 

Elementary School, where she taught for the next 32 years until her retire­
ment in 1996. In that time, she taught several different grade levels, always 
providing enriched learning experiences for her students in a nourishing 
learning environment. Parents and students appreciated the excellence of 
the time with Miss Fortin.
For several years she taught a Gifted and Talented program for upper 

grade students. She was very involved in building activities as well and 
mentored student teachers. Carol was known, respected, and esteemed 
throughout the district. She was the first elementary teacher to receive the 
Livonia Public Schools Teacher of the Year Award. She was very active on 
curriculum committees, her opinions always valued.
Carol was also active in the Livonia Education Association and attended 

several National Education Association conventions.
Carol had many interests and hobbies. Like her approach to teaching, 

anything she chose to do would be done very well. She was skilled in sew­
ing, quilting, knitting, crocheting, gardening, and lawn care. She was an 
excellent swimmer, enjoyed biking, reading and other activities. She traveled 
extensively over the years to many destinations.
Most of all, Carol was a good friend: genuinely kind, caring, thoughtful, 

generous, and helpful - with a quick sense of humor. She will be greatly 
missed by those close to her, and the shared memories will be cherished.
She is survived by her brother, Dean Fortin and his wife, Susanna More­

house; her niece Jennifer Callen and her husband, Dan; and her nephews 
Andrew Brauer, Evan Brauer, and Jake Callen.
She is predeceased by her parents, Deans first wife, Carol, and her niece, 

Shannon Billings.
The family would like to thank the staff at Brighton Gardens and Heart 

to Heart Hospice for the care given to Carol.
There will be a Visitation for Carol Fortin on June 12, 2021 from 2:30- 

3:00pm, with a brief Memorial Service at 3:00pm to be held at:
Shrader-Howell Funeral Home
280 S. Main
Plymouth, MI
Family flowers only. Donations in her memory may be made to the 

charity of one's choice.

Leone Marion Kiscaden
Leone Marion Kisca­

den, age 96, returned 
home to the Lord on May 
26, 2021, surrounded by 
her loving family and 
friends at Lourdes Se­
nior Community of Wa­
terford. A beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother,
Leone behind left a legacy 
of love and dedication to 
her family, friends, church and community. Born 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to parents Alfred and 
Tina (Danielson) Linderholm, Leone met her 
beloved husband, Mahlon, while they were still 
in high school. They married when he returned 
from military service in the Army Air Corps. For 
many years, Leone was the receptionist at the Li­
vonia Observer newspaper, where she was often 
referred to as “the voice of the Observer.” She was a 
gifted seamstress and, together with her husband, 
was active at her church. Leone was predeceased 
by her husband, Mahlon, and son, Paul. She is 
survived by her daughter Barbara Mendelson 
(Joseph), grandsons Brian Claassen (Anna-Marie) 
and Scott Claassen (Maribeth), and great-grand­
children Wright, Turner, Henry, James and Amos. 
The family extends warmest thanks to Clausen 
Manor at Lourdes Senior Community who cared 
so well for our mother. Arrangements entrusted 
to COATS FUNERAL HOME - WATERFORD.

FUNERAL HOMES
« CREMATION SERVICES

L
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Inspire Theatre returns to live performances
Courtesy of Inspire Theatre

Inspire Theatre is returning to in- 
person performances with an outdoor 
presentation of John Buchan’s adapta­
tion of Alfred Hitchcock’s film “The 39 
Steps.”

Set in 1935, the play follows Richard 
Hannay, a bored, lonely bachelor on a 
wild chase through the Scottish coun­
tryside as he attempts to save the coun­
try from foreign spies. Along the way, 
Hannay is entranced by beautiful wom­
en while being hunted down by would- 
be assassins. The script is full of allu­
sions to other Alfred Hitchcock films.

Originally slated for 2019, Inspire is 
kicking off its 2021-22 season with this 
murder-mystery-spy thriller-farcical- 
parody of Patrick Barlow,s original 1910 
book. All 29 scenes are played on a sin­
gle-set stage and all of the characters 
are played by a ridiculously talented 
four-plus person cast.

Michael Whitcher of Westland plays 
the lead, Richard Hannay, while Sara 
Overwater of Livonia fills the parts of 
three beautiful women - Anabella, 
Pamela, and Margaret. The other two 
cast members, John Thiede of Romulus 
and Dave Zolotarchuk of Ypsilanti, are 
affectionately known as “the clowns.”

The clowns transform into a wide va­
riety of characters from milkmen and 
hotel proprietors to villainous scoun­
drels. Thiede also has the assignment of 
several gender-bending roles. Our plus, 
or fifth, cast member is our own addi­
tion - a creative scene setter known af­
fectionately as the Stage Meister - 
played by Gary Burton of Westland. The 
Stage Meister fills the roles of crowds, 
marching bands, dancing girls, sheep 
and furniture.

With the uncertainty of gathering re­
strictions, Inspire Theatre constructed 
an outdoor stage directly behind the 
theater in the rear parking area. Len

Fisher of Wayne, Inspire’s managing di­
rector, says plans are to use this area for 
this show and future performances. Al­
ready slated is an outdoor recital of YPY 
School of Performing Arts in August.

Attendees should bring a comfort­
able chair and sunscreen for matinees. 
Parking will be at Warren Road Church, 
next to theater.

Weekend performances run 7 p.m. 
June 11,12,18,19, 25 and 26; and 2 p.m. 
June 13, 19, 20, 26 and 27. Tickets are 
available at inspiretheatre .ticket- 
leap, com or by calling the theater at 
734-751-7057. Inspire Theatre is located 
at 33455 Warren Road in Westland.

Livonia councilman returns from deployment

Livonia City Councilman Rob Donovic, right, during his deployment.
COURTESY OF ROB DONOVIC

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Rob Donovic has learned it’s the little 
things that make home, home.

Following a more them seven-month 
deployment to the Middle East as part 
of his service with the U.S. Army Na­
tional Guard, the Livonia councilman is 
enjoying seeing green trees, eating a 
slice of pizza and being with his family 
again.

“It’s the littlest things - just jumping 
in my truck, turning on country music 
and driving down Five Mile or driving 
down Plymouth Road and seeing friend­
ly faces,” Donovic said.

Throughout his deployment, which 
began in late September, the council­
man tuned into council meetings virtu­
ally like his colleagues. The only differ­
ence was a 7 p.m. meeting in Livonia 
was a 2 a.m. event for Donovic.

Throughout his deployment, he op­
erated in Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and Syria.
On a council meeting day, Donovic 

would get up around 6:30 a.m., work un­
til about 3 or 4 p.m., eat, sleep a little, 
and be up by midnight to prep for the 
meeting.
He’d typically find privacy in a com­

munity space nobody would be using in 
the wee hours of the morning.

“I couldn’t do council meetings in my 
tent because, of course, I have room­
mates and the last thing they want 
to hear about is water rates or people’s

trash cans at two in the morning,” 
Donovic said.

Council meetings would generally 
last until 5 or 6 a.m. his time, at which

point he’d just stay up and go through 
another day.

Donovic said his military leadership, 
council colleagues and city officials 
were “incredibly” helpful. He added 
having so much community support 
made it easier to be far from home for so 
long.

“The outpouring and level of support 
I got was just amazing,” he said. “A lot of 
people I’d never met would just send me 
care packages all the time or the occa­
sional postcard. That was just such an 
amazing experience.

“It was really motivating and, for me 
at least, it kind of helped put things in 
perspective as to why I wanted to join 
the military and why I wanted to serve a 
country thaf s given so much to my fam­
ily specifically”

Donovic’s unit, which included ser- 
vicemembers from Michigan and Ohio, 
supported Operation Inherent Resolve. 
It performed strategic movement of sol­
diers and equipment as part of a mili­
tary intervention against the militant 
group ISIL, also known as ISIS.

Donovic served as a door gunner on a 
chinook helicopter as part of that work, 
providing security for the aircraft’s 
crew.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelby_tankk.

“Luxury Condominium 
Living At Its Finest!”

Canton, MI- Enchanting 2 or 3 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 1,450 to 2,000 square feet, 
contemporary design, gourmet kitchens with granite counters, 
scenic landscaping, and spacious great rooms, from the $290,s.

OPEN 12-6 PM FURNISHED MODELS
LOCATED AT:

Friday Thru Tuesday
48610 Laslbridge. Canton. MI 48188 

For Information Localed Oil Gcddcs Rd between
734-844-8300 Denton Rd. Sc Beck Rd.

Plymouth, MI- Elegant 3 or 4 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 2,270 to 2,430 square feet, 
gourmet kitchens with granite counters, quality features, 
and fireplaces, centrally located minutes from downtown 
Plymouth and nearby Northville, from $399,900.

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY UNITS AVAILABLE

Open 12pm - Spin 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

or by Appointment 
For Information 
734-354-9000

MODELS LOCATED AT!
Located Ai:

42432 Gateway Drive. - 
Plymouth. MI 48170 “

WoodbridgeCommunities.com
LO-CMG0020528-07

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS § DAYS!

Existing cabinets 
are prepared tor the 
refacing process

Your KURTIS 
craftsmen will 
cover all exposed 
surfaces
with factory-finished 
materials

The installation is 
complete
with the addition of 
new
doors, molding and 
hardware

HOMESOLUTIONS•*<&*KUffns

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY!
248-450-6253 Ml Uc # 2102222470 

12500 Merriman Rd.. 
Livonia, Ml 48150

CDC We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

*With the purchase of cabinet refacing. ”New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer 
includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, cut­

outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 6/30/21.
LO-GCI0657921 -02
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Gourmet Market & Caterm
Our produce is hand-selected, so you

AW

Fresh • Local * Natural
ipetvoU Utiy JIvcyj
★ WINNER; ★

Shop Online for Delivery or Curbside 
Pickup at ShopJoesProduce.com

f-s.
T'J-

M, h1'-;.S-' . \ >/
- _33066 W. Seuen Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml 48152248.477.4333STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 9-8. SUN 9-7

y MEAT
USDA Premium M BSIM Premium Choicelngus ^ SiicitapiNew York Strip Steak BottomRounnInst

Your Votes Have Been Counted!
With your help, we are the proud winners of: 

2020 BEST OF THE BEST
LOCAL GROCERY STORE & MEAT COUNTER/DEU
We appreciate you & your continued business.

IRi v K*-
v—ffU0!

Sale Valid 06.09:2lf06t%2iv
While Supplies last • Prices subject to change. 
Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area!

Eit. 1945
Fresh • Local • Natural

USDA PremiumaeiaiigiBTop Round Steak
Save $3.00

USDA Premium thoice AngusGround Beef From Sirloin
Save $1.00

Premium Fresh All NaturalPork Steaks
Save $2.30

Save $1.00

Save $1.00

„ , „ „ lee’s Beady to Grill
„ m®*™™ g—nauMPiwatieuSmoked Bacon ^ $s.ooSnmml Chuck PatUes^e

Save $1.50

Save $1.00 Chill*PSlS 1649
Save $1.50

Premium FreshAllNittural tlexaniter&HonihigWestern Style Natnral Casing ComitryBilis Franks
$249 lh

Save 80(f Save 50$

WINE CELLAR
Check Out The New Rose Displays

Lindeman’s750ml, All Varietals2/$8

m■:yA

m

Meiomi
PinotNoir$18.99

Santa Carelina
Cabernet Samrigngn 

“90 Points”$9.99

LaMarca
Prosecco, 750ml$13.99

lafage
Rose$14.99

LaVieilleFerme
Rose$7.99

i—V

J
Cm.. r ^

@Ei&F,!Ji©ro
wj „ '»>*' ■ , • -y-i- ■ ••• 'A«leenSei

Iml HousemadeHungarian Kolbasz Marinated Cbicken nabobsor Polish Sausage hallanHeih&Gailic.tQ 00 Hi Mesquite arTerigahi
fSfr $5.99 lb

Save $3.00

^5# k,:-

■ -1’,..N....r-L ■_■ 'r-' Fresh

Save $1.

'Hours 9am-6pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday

Made from Scratch
Joe’s HousemadaHerb Rutter$2.49 ea

Save 504 ItalianRread$4.49 ea
Save 50$

mm

Save $3.00

Fresh WildWhitefish Fillets$19.99 lb
Save $1.00

gfe. v' \‘t'.i ' V-^ T’ VSupreme ChoiceBacon Wrapped Scallops7CtPackage$6.99 pkg
Save $1.00 ,■Fresh_ r —— m — 4B __ _ _ _ bwi

iWOd CaughthBBsoawisafc'wv-).eyeSa Fillets$18’99lb
^Savef$4.00]

CinnamonRolls
Save 504

LO-GCI0S09944-26

Supreme Choice
7CtPackage
Save $1.00

Contactless
Curbside Pick Up 
and Home Delivery

Are Available For You!
^stogo

Save $i:00

Visit
shop.joesproduce.com
to place your order 

today!
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^ Joe’s Produce

Fresh • Local • Natural

________ __ PIpBL.Goiirmet Market & Catering
Our produce is hand-selected, so you ■ 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!

Shop Online for Delivery or Curbside 
Pickup at ShopJoesProduce.com

to ■ \ w" v - 'A y Joe’s GourmetP‘ Catering & Events r L' .
Weddings, showers, z

graduations, cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings... 
whatever your event!

Visit us at:
www.jocsgourmctatering.a)m 

or the Knot

Driscoll’sCalifornia Raspberries
'Mil

dclioil .ifrce Jlvess
^ WINNER ★

33152 W. Seven Mile Road. Livonia, Ml 48152
2484774333Sale Valid 6-09:21 tlira 6-15-21 

MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7
PRODUCE •v;. r,..- .

Your Votes Have Been Counted!
With your help, we are the proud winners of:

2020 BEST OF THE BEST
LOCAL GROCERY STORE & MEAT COUNTER/DELI
We appreciate you & your continued business.

' ^ ^ - v" iLargest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter In the Area!
Highest Qualitv Haml-Selected Fruits anil Vegetables
Over 1080 Items from Gourmet & Domestic Cheeses to Premium Dell Meats & Freshly Made Salads
Art of Bread-Fresh House Made Everyday-Using Hon GMO Flour

LP'

■All Green Asparagus
SouthernPeaches

f ORGANIC

Sweet!■Vidalia.Sweet CoriiCleaned & Trimmed, 5 PacK$2(99

OrganicGalaApples
OrganicMatchstickGarretslb

6 oi; Package:727S5
OrganicBroccnll OrganicAvacadas3/$5

MEAT «!lp7
.Dearborn

DELI
Old Tvme SEAFOOD ^ .:

USDA PremiumUSDA Premiumlb|
Save $2.50 ,

BoonHcnd Boar’s HeadSandwich Pepperoni
$8.99 it.81
Save $2.50

Dearborn IColbi and Colin lack
Save $2i50■PASTA

^ Fresh Housemade Pasta
FINE CHEESES

SocieteRennefon Wedge
I!

Save $3.00

ILKrab Salad Cauliflower 
".Salad

Choice AngusGround Beef From Sirloin
Efit

Save $1.00
Joe s Ready to Grill
Italian, Herbs Garlic, Mesquite or Teriyaki1 $5.99 ib

Save $3.00Supreme ChoiceBacon Wrapped Scallops7 CT Package

ImportedLeerdammerSwiss Wedge
c‘ -■ v'-’V'-. •

Save $2.00

EYWITDAYGOURM^
Curried Herb Roasted Roasted

Pork Loin Garlic

Spinach

VSilaValle
Whole Paeled

GROCERY la vanef •

?■. ''w'.'E'".'.'.. : ' tv:

Hi 5a i; e 50

Ctustfs) Feature
Grilled Pork Chops

Kitrhpn Rpariu WMUiC reBIBUrS y Bonne Maman San Marzano Tomatoes
Preserves 28oz.can^aaBarf... i3olj« [$31691All Ifapiotioc

IIVIVFruit Nectar Beverages

CAFE
»oii«fnnw

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special■■■■$199
Hours 9am-6pm 
Closed Monday andTuesdl^ 
Made from Scratch

Joe’s
Housemade daiiq HerbRuner nuHb
$249..

Save 50<tItalian Bread$449..
LOGCI05S9944-08 Save 504

All Varieties , „ „La ValleMl Chopped or Peeled Ground TomatoesTppjiJcanlPASTRY H^9' 
Cbocolate Mousse Torte

0H gif

_

Save.$3.00MS®>: Ml 1 HSFmiPCP ©0
Save $3.00 Save $3100%. Lindt Excellence Peach & Honey TWO Rite Bill Knapp’sScenes of Earape Dark Cocoa Bars cake Bars cnameiTonttSMes Cinnamon loolt

All Varieties 10oz.Pkg
MS*

. Javer$2.SndMkRMHi Save $1 00

Save 504
WINE CELLAR
Check Out The New Rose Displays 
LaMarca LafageProsecco, 750 ml Rose$13.99 $14.99



SPORTS
Canton soccer stuns Salem for district title
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton knew what it was going to get 
from its defense.

If anything, the Chiefs girls soccer 
team was going to try and emulate what 
it had done against Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park rival Salem in each of

its regular season matchups: keep the 
Rocks scoreless.

The defense was not the worry of 
Canton head coach Jeannine Reddy. She 
knew Canton could stop Salem. The 
question was whether Canton could 
beat Salem’s defense.

This had been a struggle all year for 
the Chiefs, who only allowed 12 goals in

17 games, but had finished the regular 
season with a record of 5-5-5. The bal­
ance of experience was heavily favoring 
the defense, something junior Emily 
Woods knew well.

In the final moments, Woods just 
wanted to give those seniors a chance to 
play again.

“We’ve had our whole senior back

line, they’ve been so good all season and 
our offense it took us a little bit — we 
don’t have any seniors up there,” Woods 
said. “I’ve just been wanting to step up 
for those seniors, with the year we didn’t 
have last year, I just want to give them a 
long season.”

See SOCCER, Page 2B

Plymouth overcomes adversity 
to win D1 district baseball title
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After enduring the immense chal­
lenges created by the COVID-19 pan­
demic and adapting to a late-season 
head-coaching change, overcoming a 
5-1 deficit midway through Saturday’s 
Division 1 District 16 championship 
game against Belleville must have 
seemed like a walk in the park for mem­
bers of Plymouth’s resilient baseball 
team.

Fueled by contributions from players 
throughout their roster, the Wildcats 
rallied for an emotional 8-6 victory over 
the Tigers to win a title few saw coming 
just a couple weeks ago.

The championship performance was 
orchestrated by interim head coach 
Matt Perm, who took the reins of the 
program on May 14 after former head 
coach Scott McGregor and Plymouth’s 
athletics administration agreed to part 
ways.

Penn, a former head baseball coach 
at Garden City High School, is an em­
ployee for the Plymouth-Canton 
Schools maintenance department and 
defensive coordinator of the Wildcats’ 
varsity football team, but he was not 
part of the Wildcats’ baseball coaching 
staff at the time of his hiring last month.

Plymouth was 7-21 before Penn took 
over. It has won eight of 10 games since.

“When I got the call from (Plymouth 
Athletic Director) Ray Miller on May 14,1 
thought I was in trouble at first,” Penn 
said, smiling. “I thought, ‘Uh, oh, what 
have I done.’ When Ray offered me the 
interim job, I was shocked since it was 
so close to districts. I thought, ‘OK, I’m a 
member of the community here, I think I 
can get them to districts and through 
districts because I’ve done it before (as 
head coach at Garden City)’.”

Penn credited assistant coaches 
James O’Farrell, Ricardo Rojas and 
Shannon Withem with making the 
head-coaching transition as smooth as 
possible.

During a lengthy get-together in right 
field moments after the victory over

See BASEBALL, Page 2B Wildcat William Holmes warms up to enter for Plymouth against Belleville, john heider/hometownlife.com

BANKING THAT 
DRIVES HOME 
SAVINGS .
Help us celebrate 70 years :; with low-rate auto loans plus no payments for 70 days*

70
YEARS

Community
Financial
right here right for you

Visit CFCU.ORG/70DayNoPay
or call (877) 937-2328 for miles of smiles!

•Subject to credit approval. Interest will accrue during 70-day no payment period. Promotion 
may change or end at any time. Offer valid through 07/31/2021. Federally Insured by NCUA.



The Canton girls soccer team celebrates its first district title since 2018. photos by john kemski/special to hometownlife.com

Salem’s Ava Holloway tries to save a shot attempt by Canton’s Emily Woods.

Soccer
Continued from Page IB

In the final two minutes of a tie game 
against Salem (15-1-3), Woods took a 
pass from junior Avery Coykendall in 
stride, finding the left comer of the net 
past Rocks goalkeeper Ava Holloway to 
give Canton (8-5-5) the 2-1 victory and a 
district title.

The Chiefs earned its first district ti­
tle since the 2018 season.

“It's hard being at a Park school, lis­
tening to everybody, ‘Oh, you’re not go­
ing to win, you’re not going to win,'” 
Canton head coach Jeannine Reddy 
said. “I tell them ‘Play your heart out and 
leave everything on the field,’ and that’s 
what they did.”

But for Canton to end Salem’s unde­
feated campaign, it had to come from 
behind.

With the Rocks controlling posses­
sion through most of the first half, Sa­
lem senior Macayla Harris struck first, 
taking a rebound off a Canton defender, 
adjusted and fired it past Canton senior 
goalkeeper Lauren Kubacki for the first 
goal scored between the two teams 
since May 28,2019 — the last time these 
two teams faced off in the playoffs.

Nearly four minutes later, the Chiefs 
tied it up, using a combination set of 
Leah Truman and Woods to find Taylor 
Steinagel for the score.

The game remained scoreless until 
the final two minutes, but Kubacki and 
the rest of Canton’s defense remained 
busy.

The Chiefs senior goalkeeper stepped 
up in a major way with 10:58 left: diving 
to her right and batting the ball away 
from her net off a strike from Salem sen­
ior Paige Skalf to keep the game tied.

“It was huge because any time you’re 
down, you just have to move on,” Ku­
backi said. “It’s so hard not to get in your 
head, but you have to push past it and 
move forward to the next thing. The 
game happens so quickly. We could 
have been down three, but we are not. 
We have to keep pushing.”

With multiple stops in the first 30 
minutes of the second half, Kubacki 
watched as Woods finished the go- 
ahead score — Canton’s 24th score of

the season — with jubilee, but knowing 
she had to shut Canton down for the fi­
ned 118 seconds.

“This is a team we have been so close 
to every single time,” Kubacki said of 
Salem. “The talent is there, and it’s on

our team too. It was a really great feeling 
when we scored that second goal. It’s 
like all our hard work paid off.”

This is how Reddy encouraged her 
players heading into her team’s seem­
ingly daunting task of beating Salem in 
a district final: the Rocks have beaten a 
lot of teams in 2021, but they had never 
beaten Canton.

After that seemingly daunting task 
was conquered in 80 minutes of play, 
that aspect was only part of the CWefs 
reason for celebrating. The other part 
was what comes next.

“It’s unreal,” Woods said. “We get to 
go to practice Monday.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter (g)Colin- 
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife. com.

Baseball
Continued from Page IB

The Salem High bench cheers its baserunners on against Belleville, john heider/hometownlife.com

Belleville, emotions ran strong, Penn 
said.

“I’m incredibly proud of how these 
guys came together,” Penn said. “I don’t 
think that — the way things were going 
early in the season — they had any in­
clination that they would be standing 
here today holding a district champion­
ship trophy.”

The Wildcats advanced to the June 9 
regional semifinal against Ann Arbor 
Pioneer.

Plymouth advanced to the champi­
onship game by dominating Canton, 
9-0, in Saturday’s 10 a.m. semifinal. 
Belleville squeaked by Salem, 7-6, in the 
12:30 p.m. semifinal to punch its ticket 
to the title game.

The Wildcats trailed Belleville 5-1 
heading into the bottom of the fourth in­
ning before mounting a momentum­
changing rally.

Plymouth loaded the bases with two 
outs when Jake Taylor and Lucas Powell 
sandwiched singles around a walk to 
Tanner Younglas. Devin Beauchamp 
and Ryan Ouellette delivered back-to- 
back two-run singles to knot the game 
at 5-all. Ryan Campbell and Kane Elmy 
followed with walks before Taylor — the 
10th batter in the inning — ripped a rock­
et that Belleville left-fielder Garrett 
Meggison’s snagged at the base of the 
left-center field wall.

Belleville responded with a go-ahead 
run in the top of the fifth when Meggi­
son’s two-out infield single plated Cam­
eron McKiddie, who led off the frame 
with a double and advanced to third on a 
wild pitch.

After Plymouth went down in order 
in the bottom of the fifth, Belleville put 
runners on first and second with one out 
in the top of the sixth before Wildcat re­
liever Tanner Coffey came in and struck 
out Riley Folks and DeMarion Owens, 
both on called third strikes.

Plymouth’s championship rally start­
ed in the bottom of the sixth with an in­
field single by pinch-hitter Nate Cain, 
who battled back from an 0-2 count. 
Cain advanced to second on a balk by 
freshman southpaw Andrew Matheny 
and scored on Beauchamp’s single, 
deadlocking the game at 6-6.

Ouellette followed with a single be­
fore Campbell stroked an RBI single 
down the left-field line. Evan Berger de­
livered an insurance run with a scorch­
ing two-out single, scoring Ouellette to 
make it 8-6.

Coffey nailed down the win by strik­
ing out the side in the top of the seventh, 
generating a joyful wave of bedlam in 
the middle of the Wildcats’ diamond — a 
sight no one affiliated with the program 
could have imagined even a month ear­
lier.

Junior lefty William Holmes earned 
the mound win with four solid innings 
in relief of starter Ethan Todd. Holmes 
struck out three Tigers and allowed just 
one earned run before giving way to Cof­
fey.

“We went through a lot of adversity, 
especially early in the season,” said 
Ouellette, who reached base seven 
times Saturday. “We started the season 
by losing two games to Salem, then 
Belleville beat Salem, so we were a little 
nervous coming in. But sometimes you 
play better when you’re nervous.

“Once one person gets a hit, it be­
comes contagious and the entire team 
starts hitting. That’s what worked for us 
today.”

Ouellette, who along with his fellow 
seniors saw his entire junior season 
wiped out by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
said he was fueled by one recurring 
thought Saturday.

“I’m not playing baseball in college, 
so I didn’t want this to be my last game,” 
he said. “It was an emotional day, know­
ing each at-bat, each play could be your 
last. That’s what kept me fired up.”

^ats thump Chiefs

Plymouth senior righthander Kane 
filmy’s final pitching performance on 
his home field was a masterpiece. After 
working out of a bases-loaded, one-out 
first-inning jam, Elmy slammed the 
door on Canton in Saturday’s district 
semifinal, striking out five while allow­
ing just two hits — both by No. 9 hitter 
Justin Kozdron — as Plymouth pre­
vailed, 9-0.

After loading the bases in the first on 
a hit-by-pitch, walk and Wildcat error, 
Canton did not advance a runner past 
first base the final six innings.

Offensively, Plymouth struck early 
and often, scoring at least one run in ev­
ery inning but the seventh.

Ouellette was 4-for-4 with two tri­
ples, three RBI and two runs scored 
while Younglas blasted a two-run home 
run and walked twice.

Campbell was 2-for-4 with two runs 
and a pair of stolen bases while Berger 
went l-for-3 with a sacrifice fly and tow­
ering double that one-hopped the left- 
field fence.

Tigers edge Rocks

In a back-and-forth contest that nev­
er lacked drama, Belleville outlasted Sa­
lem, 7-6, thanks to Folks’ seventh-in­
ning single that plated Kyler Warren, 
who opened the frame with a triple.

Warren pitched the first six innings to 
earn the win. Matheny struck out three 
in the bottom of the seventh to pick up 
the save.

Trailing 1-0 in the bottom of the first, 
the Rocks seized a 2-1 advantage on 
two-out RBI hits from Ben Cannon (tri­
ple) and Robert Ahlgren (single).

Belleville bounced back to grab a 5-2 
lead with two runs in the third and fifth 
before Salem rallied to tie the game at 
5-all with a three-spot in the bottom of 
the fifth. With two outs and the bases 
juiced, Ahlgren scolded a two-run sin­
gle. Lucas Dieffenbaugher stroked a 
game-tying single, plating Cannon.

The Tigers regained the lead, 6-5, in 
the top of the sixth when William 
McCorry singled with one out, ad­
vanced to second on a sacrifice bunt and 
scored on an error.

Undaunted, Salem made it 6-6 in the 
bottom of the sixth when Nick Kroll sin­
gled, moved to second on a sacrifice 
bunt by Dylan Fleming and scored on a 
single by Zach Salinas.

Belleville advanced to the district fi­
nal on Folks’ hitting heroics and Mathe- 
ny’s lockdown pitching.

Salem starting pitcher Mark Szy- 
manski worked the first five innings, 
yielding six hits and one walk while 
striking out three Tigers.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517- 
375-1113.
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Novi soccer silences Northville in district final
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Each season, Novi has prided itself 
on its defense, no matter the level of tal­
ent or experience in had at forward.

“If you talk to Eva (Bums), even when 
she was a freshman, we talked about 
defense, defense, defense,” Novi head 
coach Todd Pheiffer said. “Defense is 
whaf s going to win you championships. 
We keep the other team from scoring, 
we always feel like we’ll get a chance.”

Just like in the Wildcats’ previous 
two matchups against KLAA West rival 
Northville, all that separated Novi from 
a district title was one goal. The Wild­
cats (10-6-4) let the defense do the rest, 
beating the Mustangs (12-9), 1-0, for 
their fifth-straight district title.

This was nothing like we were two 
years ago, three years ago. This is brand 
new,” Novi senior goalkeeper Abbey 
Pheiffer said. “We were a fresh team, 
never having played together before. For 
us to come out and beat our rival in the 
district final, it feels great.”

Holding firm on the mantra of “de­
fense wins championships,” a Novi de­
fender proved the difference in the game

: i •

Novi celebrates after Eva Burns scores
its only goal of the game against 
Northville.
JOHN KEMSKI/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

on the scoreboard.
Taking a free kick from the far right 

side of the field with 21 minutes left in 
the first half, senior Eva Burns sliced the 
ball above Northville senior goalkeeper 
Samantha Pendelton’s fingertips, land­
ing in the top left comer of the net for 
her first goal of the season.

While 1-0 matchups were familiar be­
tween these two teams, Burns said the 
message at half was to put some dis­
tance between Novi and Northville in 
the final 40 minutes.

“We talked about going out and try­

ing to get more,” Burns said. “If not, just 
trying to hold onto that lead. I think it 
was really good teamwork to keep that 
lead.”

In the final 20 minutes, Northville 
gave everything to take that lead away 
from Novi, replicating the comeback 
victory the Mustangs had against Livo­
nia Stevenson in the district semifinal.

“It definitely showed that they had a 
sense of urgency, that the energy picked 
up,” Northville head coach Eric Brucker 
said.

“My kids, they gave all they had.”
Novi’s goalkeeper made sure the zero 

stayed right where it was.
Facing an increased attack, Abbey 

Pheiffer continued to make saves, mak­
ing three in the final 20 minutes — in­
cluding a free kick that she deflected 
away from the crowd in front of the net 
and a corner coining back the other way 
— to continue Novi’s shutout streak to 
four games.

“They were definitely putting pres­
sure on me in the end,” Pheiffer said. “I 
just knew I had to step up. I knew I was a 
senior and I’ve been here before. I know 
what it feels like. I just had to step up 
and play my game.”

Coming into the season having lost 13 
seniors from the 2020 season lost to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Todd Pheiffer 
didn’t know what he was going to have 
in 202L

Heading into districts with just a 
handful of players that had experienced 
playoff soccer before, he gave his sen­
iors the voice, to give the sophomores 
and freshmen an idea of what to expect 
when it’s time to win or go home.

But through three district games, 
outscoring their opponents collectively 
5-0 and leaving Tom Holzer Ford Field in 
Northville ultimately with a trophy, 
Pheiffer is reminded of what Novi girls 
soccer has built, and will continue to 
build well beyond 2021.

“We’ll lose some people here or there, 
but the next group steps up,” he said. “I 
hear from the freshmen, I get emails 
from the middle schoolers about our 
program: They can’t wait to be a part of 
it.

“This is what you’re leaving your leg­
acy. That’s why it’s never about defend­
ing a title, but about you getting yours, 
adding to the legacy that’s Novi soccer.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife. com.

SL East girls soccer earns first district title since 2015
From Staff Reports Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

South Lyon East earned its first dis­
trict final win since 2015, beating Pinck­
ney, 3-1, to advance to the regional round 
of the 2021 Michigan High School Ath­
letic Association girls soccer playoffs.

Fifteen minutes into the first half, 
Cougars junior Jessi Boulard found An- 
nika Gilson at midfield, who dribbled 
the ball up the field, found a way 
through Pinckney’s defense and took a 
shot on net, scoring the first goal of the 
game.

Less than three minutes later, Pinck­
ney tied it, keeping the score tied head­
ing into half.

Sophomore Alyssa Melquist gave 
South Lyon East the lead in the second 
half, taking a pass from Emma Pompo

for the score. Pompo answered herself 
later with the Cougars’ third goal of the 
game.

“After a long and grueling conference 
season I felt like the girls responded ex­
tremely well after traveling over an hour 
to Tecumseh for both our games and 
playing on grass together for the first 
time in over two years,” South Lyon East 
head coach Pete Stoyanovich said. “The 
girls had a very good week of practice 
and were extremely focused and confi­
dent heading into Districts facing two 
very good teams in Milan, then Pinck­
ney. ...

“Very proud of our girls in the way 
they stepped it up and played, now 
turning our focus to the Regionals.”

South Lyon East last made a district 
final game in 2016, losing to Livonia La- 
dywood, 2-0.

South Lyon East girls soccer won its first district championship since 2015 with a 
3-1 win against Pinckney, courtesy of melissa samluk

Northville golf falls short in regional, wins KLAA
From Staff Reports Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Northville boys golf battled to a 
fourth-place finish at the Dunham Hills 
Regional. Host team Hartland finished 
first with a team score of 304. Brighton 
(306) and Catholic Central (317) were 
the other two teams advancing to the 
State Finals June 11-12 at Forest Akers.

The Mustangs totaled a team score of 
320. Greg Braun led all Mustang golfers 
with a 77 (+6). Although he only man­
aged seven greens in regulation during 
the round, Braun had the flat stick work­
ing and was able to card 10 pars and a 
birdie on the day.

“Dunham Hills and the greens a real 
challenge,” Braun said. “My team and I 
fought all day but came up a little short. 
But I am proud of our performance and 
absolutely enjoyed the season.”.

Mason Sokolowski added a 78, but 
may have had the shot of the tourna­
ment.

In the 16th hole, Sokolowski glanced 
his “punch nine iron” off the flag stick, 
just missing a hole-in-one by two inch­
es. He would tap in for the birdie.

Sokolowski, a newcomer this season, 
has been a big part of this team’s suc­
cess.

“Mason is on the cusp of taking his 
game to the next level, he’ll be an excit­
ing player to watch in the coming years,” 
head coach Christopher Cronin said.

Playing in his last high school golf 
event, senior Griffin Blackman finished 
with an 81 on the day. Blackman had a 
tough start and end to his day, carding 
double-bogeys on his opening and clos­
ing holes.

“Even though he had a tough start 
and finish, Griffin stayed mentally 
locked in all day, playing the difficult 
front nine at Dunham Hills in one over 
par,” Cronin said. “Griffin has always 
played the game with the knowledge 
that any shot can turn around a hole.”

Jack Thallman finished the scoring 
for the Mustangs with an 83. After a 
slow start, that saw him five over par af­
ter four holes, Thallman made a birdie 
on the fourth hole to get his round back 
on track.

“Today was a struggle for Jack, but to 
his credit, he stayed with it and carded a 
score that contributed,” Cronin said.

Not scoring for the Mustangs was 
senior Michael Gallagher, who posted 
an 89.

“Michael has been key to our success 
as a team this season. It was his first 
year of high school golf, but he plays like 
a four-year player,” Cronin said. “He has 
been a terrific role model for our younger 
players, and his play this season has 
been outstanding.”

Northville golf wins KLAA

The Northville boys golf team earned 
the KLAA West and overall conference 
title, combining their first-place perfor­
mance in the preseason tournament 
and second-place finish in the postsea­
son tournament to take the conference 
title over second-place Brighton and

third-place Novi.
In the postseason tournament, the 

Mustangs used a balanced scoring at­
tack with all six players scoring between 
73-78, combining for a team score of 
297.

“When we have found success this 
year, our depth as a team has been on 
display,” Cronin said.

The Mustangs were led by Braun who 
carded a 72 (one over par) for a second- 
place tie with Brighton’s Winston Lerch. 
Braun finished the day with an eagle on 
the No. 5 hole and two birdies.

Earning All-Conference honors, 
Braun was expected by his head coach 
to have this level of performance.

“Greg’s game has become crisper in 
the past two weeks; his driver is finding 
the fairway and his irons have on point,”

Cronin said. “He really works at his 
game, and that effort is really paying 
off.”

The Mustangs also saw a solid per­
formance from Gallagher, who posted a 
73 (two over par). Gallagher got off to a 
hot start playing his first seven holes 
minus three par, and, although he gave 
those strokes back to the course, he fin­
ished tied with Novi’s Sam Lewinski for 
fourth place in the tournament.

“Michael is a natural athlete, but he 
has a champion’s demeanor when he is 
competing,” Cronin said. “He never al­
lows a bad hole to faze him, and, con­
versely, if he finds success, he handles it 
in stride. Whether he was three under or 
two over par, his approach never 
changed. In my opinion, Michael’s abil­
ity to manage his emotions has been a 
big part of his success this season.”

Cameron Charles finished with a 75 
(three over par), which was good for an 
eighth-place finish at the tournament. It 
was the first varsity tournament for 
Charles since May 1, but the talented 
sophomore was ready when he was se­
lected for the lineup. Charles had a slow 
start and was three over par after three 
holes, but he was able to use three bird­
ies to play the remaining 15 holes in one 
over par and make a huge contribution 
to the team’s success.

“Cameron’s ball striking has been 
really solid the past two weeks, and I 
could see his confidence growing in 
practice and matches,” Cronin said. “I 
wasn’t surprised that he was able to put 
it together today.”

Jack Thallman was the final scorer 
for Northville, posting a 77 (six over 
par). It was a roller coaster for Thallman, 
who had four birdies and only five pars 
on the day.

Thallman, who earned All-Confer­
ence honors, got his score down to plus- 
three before carding an unfortunate tri­
ple-bogey on his final hole.

“Jack has been one of our top players 
all season, but today was a struggle,” 
Cronin said. “He didn’t have much 
working during the round, but he never 
gave up on it and kept battling. Jack’s 
mental game has really improved this 
season, and today he never quit trying 
to figure things out.”

Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife. com.
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_ _______ new

EVER! 4
We're celebrating our 26th anniversary—we 

couldn't have done it without you, and we
wanted to give you our BIGGEST new 
customer DISCOUNT EVER.

Until July 3rd *
Now offering 

virtual xk appointments, ^ 
too!

and entry doors1

with $o o o 'o for

Minimu m purchase of four. Interest accrues 
from the purchase date but is waived if f 

in full within 12 months.

Make your home more secure.
Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment

RENEWAL 
b/ANDERSEN
RU-SWa WKWl DOC* BfUaMHI

—3jEUrRGv STAR 
'Wn-i i A'.VARQ 2021
PARTNER OF THE YEARSustained E/ceiiance 734-335-8036

’DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/10/2021. You must set your appointment by 7/3/2021 and purchase by 7/10/2021. Not valid with other 
offers or prior purchases. Get 26% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase 
four (4) or more windows or enhy/patio doors between 6/1/2021 and 7/10/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all otner discounts, no minimum purchase 
required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the oromotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is 
paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, 
federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings 
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. 
See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request Some Renewal by Andersen locations are 
independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by 
Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademaixs of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reservea. 
©2021 Lead Surge LLC All rights reserved.

LCWiCI065752501

BRING YOUR FLOOR TO LIFE
TruTech Concrete Coatings are not only 
beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

GARAGE FLOOR PATIO POOL DECK BASEMENTS AND MORE

♦ Easy to keep clean ♦ 100% antibacterial ♦ Formulated for ♦ Slip resistant
♦ Will not chip, peel or fade & antimicrobial ♦ Michigan winters ♦ Endless color options

s.jr*
colors To /

TRUTiHCHCONCRETE COATINGS

734-236-9222
Only Authorized dealer of 

Penntek Industrial Coatings in 
Southeast Michigan

STRONGER
than epoxy!!!

Find us on Facebook O
LOGC10657887-02

lafiiiiaoDSKi! HmstHrm®® Haiaf laafp 0jCH3 SsOttroafts© KOHLER Walk-In Bath

Why Choose 
GatorGuard?

With GatorGuard's 
proprietary coating 
technology you will 

save yourself hours of 
continued cleaning and 
money by not choosing 
a secondary product that 
will fail and have to be 

re-coated time after time.

WMMCRSCHEtWlE TO DAY/

* I |

Design Your Dream Bath & Save

$1,000 OFF
Your KOHLER Walk-in Bath'

Indiana - Michigan - Kentucky - Ohio
froe .Estimates

J Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 24 months. Actual payments based on usage. If full credit taken on 
approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.67, followed by 18 monthly payments of $41.67 for each $1,000 

financed. If transaction is later, the 18 monthly payments could be as high as $55.56. Financing for GreenSky® consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362 Expires: 6/30/2021.

$$$ j FINANCING AVAILABLE THIS MONTH ONLY

No Payments for 18 MONTHS’

Call today for your FREE in-home or virtual quote!
(C) (313) 241-9116

tOffer ends June 30. 2021. Participating dealers only. Not available In AK: HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo. NY. 
SI .000 off average price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and Is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with 
any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. Walk-In Bath Installed m as little as a day. 'Subject to credit approval. Interest 

Is.bllled during the promotional period but all Interest Is waived II the purchase amount is paid before tho expiration of the promotional period. 
There Is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs Is provided by 
federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans 
extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are 
ledorally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky. LLC. GreenSky Servicing. LLC services the 

loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.
LO-GCI0657714-O1
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3DAYB LINDS
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

Installation
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!
(313) 466-6126

^OVBR^:

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®
•Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special 
orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other 
offer or discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/21.3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056,
CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, OR #209181, PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS, 
Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00,
VA #2705172678 (Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC). © 2021 3 Day Blinds LLC. ,LU-oClUD 14/ol-U/

IS IN THE AIR
- Flat Rate Pricing
- FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call

* Service Call Charge Waived 
with Work Performed

- Same Day Service
- All Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
Checkedif 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

A/C Safety 
Check$59

Complete Safety 
Inspection. 

With Coupon. 
Expires 6/30/21

118 Month No Interest on 
I New A/C Installations
1 * Restrictions apply

FREE ESTIMATES

Electric • Plumbing • Heating ■ Cooling

248-372-9929
^Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details

LO-GCI0857627-01

Abby is one of Gannett’s emerging leaders and we invite you 
to become another! Our Customer Service Team provides 
service to our customers in over 250 markets. This team is key 
in addressing our customers inquiries and experts who focus 
on retention through multiple channels via telephone, email 
and chat.
Our most precious resource is our diverse workforce - people 
of all backgrounds, cultures and skills. That’s why we’ve 
partnered with the Urban League and NAACP to help us 
identify strong candidates who are looking to grow into a 
leadership role within Gannett.

*«Working for Gannett has helped me to develop new 
skills and has built me to become a better version of 
myself. My leadership team saw potential and took a 
risk offering me this new role. They continue to guide 
me to become the best leader I could be and for that,
I love my job.”

Full-time and part-time positions are available.
Contact Sydney Vernon, Sr. Manager/Talent Acquisition 
<§> 914-694-5335 or e-mail: svernon@gannett.com

For more, visit Gannett.com
Gannett. Be inspired to set your sights...higher!

raTjTfjffi]@| GANNETT

Are you ready to 
grow your business?

LOCALiQMARKETING LAB

With our free learning hub, you’ll 
learn just how local marketing can 
help your business reach the right 
audience, in the right places, at the 

right time. No tests or fancy software 
required. Just easy-to-digest 

information that will make learning - 
and growing - a breeze.

Start learning now!
Visit: iocaiiq.com/iab

“■*-—X \\ r

LOCALiQ



Classifieds To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

■ VISA vn

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

ProfessionalService
all your needs...
% Garage-Tag Sale Healthcare-Dental

Paving

Highland, Rummage Sale - indoor, 
3700 Harvey Lk. Rd (church), Michigan, 48356 Thur: 8-6,Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-12, Baby, kitchen, 

furniture, camping, tools, crafts, books, holiday, vintage.
Dir: 2 miles north of M-59

Tru Dental Michigan PC seeks 
Dentist in Livonia, Ml to treat patients 8< provide dental services. Resume: 1200 Network Centre Dr. 
Ste. 2 Effingham, IL 62401

THE JEFFERY COMPANY BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 734-676-5630
Communi

Livonia-34713 summers. Subdivision Garage Sale - 7 houses participating! Fri, 6711: 9a-5p, Sat, 6/12: 9a-5p.

NORTHVILLE Gigantic Sub-Wide Garage Sale at Woodlands South Condos, SW Corner of 6 Mi & Sheldon 
Road, June 10,11,12th . 9am-4pm.

Transportation

Wheels
best deal for you...

Autos Wanted

Your community, 
livered to your front door.

Careers
announcements, events...

Special Notices
Belated Birthday Wish, Happy Birthday to my Granddaughter OLI­
VIA who resides in Livonia. I've been sending you cards for ten 
years now and I hope and pray that you contact me. Grandpa Smith 
from Cheboygan Michigan., 
(231)625-2189 _______

Great Buys %Garage Sales
Garage-Tag Sale

GARAGE SALE - 6616 SUNSET ST 
GARDEN CITY JUNE 11 8. 12 - 9AM - 4PM CLOTHES - BOOKS - HOUSEHOLD ITEMS - GAMES - AL­BUMS- EAST OF MERRIMAN
QFE.WARREN AVE

new beginnings...
Engineering & IT

Adient US LLC iis seeking Lead Engi­
neers (Plymouth, Michigan) to be re­sponsible for independent mechanism application project execution of spe­
cific engineering tasks to meet proj­ect execution deliverables under the 
guidance of engineering manager/ chief engineer. Requires up to 5% national and international travel.Mail resume to: Human Resources/ 
M.L., Adient US LLC, 49200 Halyard Drive, Plymouth, Ml 48170. MUST REFERENCE JOB CODE: ZHA- LEA). EOE.

Adient US LLC seeks Program Man­ager (Plymouth, Michigan) to man­age the current production and/or 
launch seating programs, focusing on managing multiple projects that 
make up a program. Manage periodic engineering changes, customer and supplier related issues, service parts, and warranty improvement. Requires 
up to 15% national and international 
travel. Mail resume to H.R/ A.T: Hu­man Resources Adient US LLC, 49200 Halyard Drive, Plymouth, Ml 48170. 
Must reference iob code: RAM-PMA.

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

Find
what you 
want in

CLASSIFIED!

Farmington Observer 
Wayne-Westland Observer 

Garden City Observer 
Redford Observer 
Livonia Observer 
Canton Observer 

Plymouth Observer 
South Oakland Eccentric 
Birmingham Eccentric 

Northville Record 
South Lyon Herald 

Milford Times 
Novi News

For Home Delivery, call
866-887-2737

hometownlife.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LCK5CI057198001

WE ARE HIRING
Start today, we are looking for experienced CNC Mill 

programmer / machinist and Proto Irak mill hand (No production) 
40 hours plus overtime, full benefit package.

Apply at Fortune Tool & Machine 29650 
Beck Road Wixom or send your resume to 

Fortunetodillaolxom

Community Opportunity Confer seeks compassionate caregivers and mentors interested in working 
with adults with developmental disabilities. Job duties indude assisting with community indusion and 

leisure activities, daily living activities, personal care, medical appointments and transportation.
Job openings are In Redford, Garden City, Livonia and Plymouth. We offer competitive pay, 401K, 

excellent medical/dental benefits and paid training. Full Time, Part Time and Casual positions available.

Applicants must have a valid driver’s license, high school diploma or GEO and be willing to complete 
a drug test, criminal record check and all necessary training during the onboarding process.

If you are looking to make a difference in the lives of people with disabilities, we would love to hear 
from you. Come join our team.

to apply visit www.cocliving.com 
or call 734-838-0542

mRhino Shield IT’S NOT PAINT
IT’S BETTER

. I GreenSky
.

KOHLER Walk-In Bath & Shower Systems

U Digital Shower System
Control every part of your shower

EXPERIENCE 1 ROM ONE EASY-TO-USE INTERFACE.

RHINO SHIELD 
BONDS TO...

KOHLER LuxStone
Work with your New Bath Today Guru 
to design your KOHLER LuxStoneTM 
Walk-In system. Your Guru makes 
designing your dream shower or bath 
easy. They will help you create a space 
suited to your needs—with exquisite 
features all bearing the Kohler name— 
and install it hassle-free.

NEW BATH
TODAY

Wood v' Stucco

v'Aluminum Brick

^ Vinyl

^ HardiePlank

A-P accreo teo

■ - 2 ' . :

^ Block
Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

734-386-0891
Michigan Builder’s License #2102200455

“Vk MICHIGAN’S ONLY AUTHORIZED 
W RHINO SHIELD DEALER

Walk-In System Guru
LIMITED-TIME SPECIAL OFFER50% « Pay Nothing UntilW / U Off Previous salesPROFESSIONAL ^ 11 2 ex^ded G°°td a
INSTALLATION ™ W M m* inltial P^sentatior

313-241 -9145

Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

Previous sales 
excluded. Good at 
initial presentation 
only. Financing 

available for qualified 
buyers only. Greensky 

plan 3108.



LT)
LTU PUZZLE CORNER

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo
ACROSS

1 Publisher 
Adolph 

5 Pile up
10 Hit with an 

open hand
14 Mafia heads
19 Defrost
20 Fireside drink
21 Lead-in to 

byte
22 O. Henry 

literary 
device

23 Yore
25 Finks
26 City in France
27 Trickled out
28 Graduation 

cap dangler
30 Tickled 

Muppet
31 Entrees with 

pastry crusts
33 Wood­

cleaning 
product

36 Forest array
37 Rich wall 

tapestry
38 Cholesterol­

lowering 
drugs

39 Predecessor 
of Andrew 
Johnson

44 Naval vessel 
inits.

45 — Sea 
(Asian lake)

46 Gravy-train 
job

48 Take on 
moguls

51 Week’s 
seven

55 Grouchy type
57 Zingy flavor
58 Hockey great 

Mikita
59 Japanese city
61 Australian

territory in the 
Indian Ocean

66 Greek deity 
of wisdom

68 “Kate & —” 
(old sitcom)

69 Uncultured
70 Ivy League 

school in 
Providence

75 Backless 
sofa

76 Lavs, to Brits
77 Prefix with 

drama
78 Scots’ 

refusals
80 Bird-built 

home
81 Kin of -ette
82 Left-leaners
86 ‘Tomb raider”

Croft
88 Sister, say
89 2016 Best 

Director 
winner for 
“La La Land”

95 Zoo collection
99 Letters after 

alphas
100 Localities

101 Certain 
letter-shaped 
pattern, to 
Brits

104 Set free
106 Touch down
107 “Yes —!" 

(“You bet!”)
108 Shortcoming
109 Compadre
111 Arctic bird
112 Ancestor... 

or what the 
first word 
of seven 
answers in 
this puzzle 
can have?

116 Cab ticker
117 —-Z (’80s 

Camaro)
118 Fountain of 

Rome
119 Architect 

Saarinen
120 People 

staring
121 Parched, 

old-style
122 Pfeiffer of 

“Cybill”
123 Drearily dull

DOWN
1 Baseball 
great Mel

2—Town (the 
Windy City)

3 Pet in an 
exercise 
wheel

4 “Popeye” tot

5 Compass
6 Color 
variations

7 Did superbly 
on

8 Com core
9 Ell preceder

10 Attaches, as 
a seat belt

11 Dog tether
12 Chichi
13 Sporty 1990s 

Toyotas
14 U.S. snoop gp.
15 Nabs
16 Hoi — (the 

masses)
17 Like single­

person bands
18 B-board 

overseers
24 Kimono-clad 

hostess
28 “Baywatch" 

actress 
Bingham

29 Of formal 
public 
worship

31 School org.
32 Space sphere
33 Med. scan
34 Big tea 

holders
35 Use a 

surgical 
beam on

37 God of Islam
40 Circle section
41 “I Need to 

Know” singer 
— Anthony

42 “Open this 
door!”

43 March 
Madness gp.

47 Little — 
(tykes)

48 Diet 
drastically

49 Oklahoma 
neighbor

50 Use the 
tab key, 
perhaps

51 Not too hard 
to carry out

52 Houston 
baseballers

53 Loutish 
types

54 Distorts
56 Display of

great daring
58 Killed, as a 

dragon
60 Shaker Lee
62 Ending for 

project
63 35mm 

camera type
64 Seventh 

scale notes
65 Lawn turf
67 Quarterbacks’ 

called 
changes

71 — Hill, San 
Francisco

72 Like cold tea
73 Powder room 

powders
74 “Awright!”
79 Mexican Mrs.

FRONT
PAWS

82 Fact falsifier
83 Aura
84 Manorial lord
85 Meyers of 

late night
87 Funnel- 

shaped 
flower

88 One leaving 
a smear

90 — “King”
Cole

91 Built
92 Suede, e.g.
93 — Vegas
94 Ending for 

Siam
95 On fire
96 Capital of 

Niger
97 Set on fire
98 ‘You are right 

about that”
102 Jacques” 

(kids’ song)
103 Misstep
104 Christopher 

who played 
Superman

105 Chaperone in 
‘The Hunger 
Games”

108 Historical 
plaintiff 
— Scott

110 Surgery 
ctrs.

112 Bouquet­
bringing gp.

113 Tram cargo
114 Period
115 Rip off

10 11 12 ,3

21

25

15 16 17 18

22

26

■ 30

35

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
8

4 6 7
8 3 1

7 2 5 6
9 7

4 5 1 9
1 3 8

2 1 4
5 ©

Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 6/10

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

GOlfE FXdHXKG
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

WAD
V
N
L
I
C
E
N
S
E
T
T
E

M
V 
O
Y 
O 
O 
H 
T 
O 
R 
A 
O

K R 
V R

ANGLER 
BAIT 
BAY 
BITE 
BOAT 
BREAM 
CAST 
CATCH 
COD 
CORK 
CREEK 
DEEP SEA DOCK 
FIN 
FLY 
GUT 
HAT 
HOOK 
LAKE 
LICENSE 
LIMIT 
LINE 
LURE 
MINNOW NET 
NIBBLE 
PATIENCE 
PERCH 
PERMIT 
PIKE 
REEL 
RIVER 
ROD 
SALMON 
SHARK 
SHORE 
SINKER 
SPINNER 
STREAM 
SWORDFISH 
TACKLE BOX 
TRAWL 
TROUT 
TUNA 
WADERS 
WEIGHT 
WET 
WORMS

D E R S Y S T H C
T U N A H u F O T
A T X O G c Z O A
1 E R O W L A K H
M E R E B A 1 T A
D L 1 B L E S W C
N G A D E G L M X
H 1 O S E A N K R
P C F R R 1 T A C
K gfl O W O N N 1 M
D D K N R N K S M
U R R E N N 1 P S
O L B T J N E N 1
B B 1 D K 1 J E K
A H S E L B B 1 N
Y O R K S W O R D

AST 
H M M 
C T A 
R C E 

R R 
E T 
E S 
K L

E
P
H
A
O R I 
AWN 
Y 
R 
L 
A 
T 
F

V
E
P
A
T
I
E
N
C
E
T
I

T I 
L T 
E F 
L P 
R O U 
I S

A
E
S
P
E
E
D
F
R
I
V
E

B R 
T S 

T 
IH

s u 3 A 3
U 3 1 3 141
O 0 1 W V

a N V 4td n 0 1 d
V w 1 N V

H V H 9 V
S 3 3 U 1
1 d 1 O d
3 3 S
0 3 IN 1 1
M V H 1s H 0 0

o A

q~y~w»

l 9 z Z 8 9 8 V 6
L 8 V 6 l 9 3 9 8
9 8 6 V 3 8 Z l 9
e Z 8 9 6 8 L t7
t7 L i 8 8 8 9 6 3
9 6 8 3 Z t7 8 8
3 i 9 8 17 Z 6 8 8
8 8 Z 9 6 V 3 8
6 V 8 8 8 3 l 9 Z

SELL YOUR CAR
ADOPT A PET
GET A JOB
FIND A HOUSE
BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE
GET A MASSAGE
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.

v * i



BUSCH’S
T&O'dJl/lafale/af- MAKE SORE

S3SSS|

WMwh'j,m, | _ -j.

jjvfjl 4«K

« r ■?' fc - -* > / - r:-> •
--f'. vS-|V r - >■:

vv\Hku . ' -*••-- ■

WITH ALL HISFAVORITES
Jk

. V^.

- •A-vV-t''- '-«’C.V .- W-1R' ■■■ i£-& ■ 4 rr- . .

m- ; ’ r*'- />' -■ :..>V.' ■ ; ;'v^

OSDA PRIME STEAKS, FRESH PRODUCE 
AND LOTS OF FOCAL CRAFT SEER!

, DELICIOUS DESSERT OPTIONS
I ^ &SO MUCH MORE!
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ANN ARBOR-MAIN ST. | ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD. | . BRIGHTON | CANTON | CLINTON I DE 
wydMPCKNEjikPlYMfiUTH/NORTHVILLE | ROCHESTER HILLS | SALINE | SOUTH LYON

I FARMINGTON HILLS 
TECUMSEH I WEST BLOOMFIELD
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