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Mold keeps Livonia library branch closed
Alfred Noble building shuttered for over 19 months
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

About a year and a half after mold 
first closed the Alfred Noble Library in 
Livonia, the building still isn’t open to 
the public.

Former Livonia Mayor Dennis Wright 
closed the facility at 32901 Plymouth 
Road in October 2019 after mold was 
found in the building.

Inspectors did not find any traces of 
black mold, but the penicillium and as- 
pergillus molds found can pose some

health concerns to people who are im
munocompromised.

Library Director Toni LaPorte said 
the problem stems from a leak in the 
basement.

“It’s a basement issue that’s been a 
problem for years,” she said. “It’s prob
ably been since the ’80s that we’ve had 
this leaking problem in the basement.”

The city completed an investigation

of the growth in 2019, but the coronavi- 
rus pandemic put any potential solu
tions for the issue on hold.

LaPorte said the city is revisiting pos
sible solutions and what they may cost. 
Wright previously said fixing the prob
lem could range anywhere from cleanup 
to a complete rebuild of the facility.

See MOLD, Page 2A

Pretoria Den-Boer lathers up her dog Hazlenut on May 5 in one of the three self-serve dog washing stations at Family Pet 
Shop in downtown Farmington. The independent pet supplies shop opened in late April. John heider/hometownlife.com

Independent pet supplies 
shop opens in Farmington
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Animals have always played a big role 
in Allie Tolonen’s life.

The 20-year-old Farmington resident 
said she spent time walking dogs with 
the family when she was growing up, as
sisting her mother who helped with oth
er peoples’ pets. She’s also been around 
horses for many years and recently 
earned her dog grooming certificate.

“I just feel like my love for animals 
started at a young age, even though ani

mals haven’t been my job my whole life,” 
she said. “Growing up, we always had 
random little dogs in our house we were 
watching.

“I’ve always been an animal lover.”
Now, Tolonen is the manager of her 

family’s new pet supplies store and 
spends six days a week helping custom
ers and their pets.

The Family Pet Shop opened its doors 
in late April at 23320 Farmington Road 
in downtown Farmington.

The opening brings a pet supplies 
store back to downtown Farmington;

the previous store that occupied the 
space was Pet Valu, which closed all of 
its stores nationwide late last year.

Angela Tolonen said she envisioned 
a pet supplies store would fit perfectly 
in downtown Farmington when her 
family moved to town from Madison 
Heights eight years ago.

She was happy to see PetValu come 
to town and was equally sad when that 
pet supplies shop had to close its 
doors.

See SHOP, Page 2A

Plymouth 
testing app 
that shows 
railroad
crossing use
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Tired of wasting up to 10 minutes of 
your precious time waiting for the 
gates to rise at downtown railroad 
crossings?

Well, there’s an app for that — and it 
is being refined in Plymouth.

The brainchild of Grosse lie, Michi
gan-based Integrated Traffic Solu
tions, the Plymouth Trains app can 
warn users when a railroad crossing is 
blocked by a passing train, the time of 
day or night when there is the best 
chance for a train to rumble across cer
tain roads and the average wait time at 
each crossing.
App users can even watch live 

videos of trains as they motor down 
the tracks over selected roads, noted 
Plymouth City Manager Paul Sincock.

“Integrated Traffic Solutions came 
to us and asked if we’d be willing to 
work with them in developing this 
app,” Sincock said. “Knowing how 
much people dislike waiting at train 
crossings, we told them ‘absolutely.’

“It’s especially useful for emergen
cy services vehicles when they’re 
headed to an emergency. They can al
ter the route they take if they know 
there’s going to be a train blocking a 
certain road. It’s a very, very in-depth 
system they*re developing.”

Within 24 hours of the launching of 
the app, 500 people had downloaded it 
to their smartphones.

The app is in the development stage 
and is currently only active for the 
Farmer Street crossing in Plymouth, 
which has six railroad crossings within 
city limits.

The free app is available on the Ap
ple App Store. An Android version is in 
the works.

The city and technology firm are 
working through infrastructure and 
technology issues to cover the remain
ing crossings in the city, Sincock said.

“The Farmer Street crossing was a 
great location to start testing and col
lecting data because we were able to 
connect a camera to the back of a near
by building,” Sincock said. “With each 
train that passes, the computer builds 
algorithms and adds data.

See APP, Page 7A
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Sale of Wilcox Mill in Plymouth moves forward
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The full Wayne County Commission will decide on 
the sale of the Wilcox Mill in Plymouth after its public 
services committee voted to move the sale forward.

The county commission’s committee on public ser
vices voted unanimously during its virtual meeting 
May 11 to advance the sale of the mill at 230 Wilcox in 
Plymouth to the full commission. If that body ap
proves the sale, closing will take place in the coming 
months between Wayne County and the buyer, Dono- 
frio Wil Cox, LLC, a company connected with North- 
ville developer Richard Cox.

“When we originally put out the (request for pro
posal) on the sites, we had four bidders, so we went to 
the second highest and best offer,” said Wafa Dinaro, 
the county’s executive director of economic develop
ment corporation. “We’re looking for the commission 
to approve the sale of Wilcox Mill to this developer.”

The purchase would put all three historic mills in 
western Wayne County under the development of Cox.

The Phoenix Mill, at 14973 Northville Road in Ply
mouth Township, was the first sold to Cox and has 
been under construction as a banquet center and res
taurant. Plans for the third mill to be redeveloped, 
Newburgh Mill at 37401 Hines Drive in Livonia, have 
not yet been approved.

The proposal came before the commission’s public 
services committee after the previous intended buyer, 
Plymouth artist Tony Roko, decided to pull out of his 
planned art center project due to several factors, in
cluding the coronavirus pandemic.

The purchase would put all three 
historic mills in western Wayne County 
under development by Donofrio Wil 
Cox, LLC, a company connected with 
Northville developer Richard Cox.

The full commission originally approved the sale of 
both the Newburgh Mill and Wilcox Mill back in No
vember 2019.

The new plans for Wilcox Mill, Dinaro said, would 
include a possible coffee business and other commer
cial entities. The proposed artist studio Roko pitched 
would not be included in the plans.

The committee also had an agenda item at its most- 
recent meeting for the Newburgh Mill sale, though that 
was moved to a future committee meeting because of 
questions surrounding the contract. That item was 
also postponed at a committee meeting in April.

Commissioner Monique McCormick, D-Detroit, 
asked whether a deposit was placed on the Wilcox Mill 
when the sale agreement was first made, as well as 
whether there was one placed on the new agreement.

“It just seems like we’ve wasted a lot of time and 
energy and effort, especially on that last deal, and then 
for them to back out,” she said. “I understand the rea
sons that may have caused them to back out. I don’t 
know if we need to consider that this time around.”

No deposit was requested from Roko and none was

asked for regarding the new ownership, said Cheryl 
Jordan, deputy director of the county’s Department of 
Corporation Counsel.

She said that was because of the environmental 
challenges at that site.

Commissioner Melissa Daub, D-Canton Township, 
inquired about a clause in the deal that requires $1 mil
lion to be spent rehabilitating the property. She said 
the price tag listed in the analysis only showedf 
$657,000 planned for the site and wanted to make dhrij 
there were safeguards in place in case that threshold 
isn’t met.

That contract language, Dinaro said, is there more 
so as an estimation. Costs for construction have in
creased, she said, and it’s not expected to remain uh- 
der that minimum requirement.

“The developer wanted to be conservative just be
cause of the cost of materials right now,” Dinaro said. 
They know they’re going to go over the minimal invest
ment.”

In addition to those conditions, the same condi
tions that were required in the original agreement with 
the county also remain, including requiring the devel
oper to pursue historical designation-for the struc
tures, inform the county if they plan to sell the building 
and more.

The agreement regarding Wilcox Mill is expected to 
be taken up by the entire county commission at the 
May 20 meeting, said Commissioner Terry Marecki, R- 
Livonia.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak® 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter @davidveselenak.

Mold
Continued from Page 1A

LaPorte is hoping to have a clear plan within the 
next few months. The building’s usable books are in 
storage, and the closure has not resulted in any staff 
cuts.

In the meantime, the Civic Center and Carl Sand
burg libraries remain open to the public five days a 
week. People can also order books to-go, remotely at
tend story time, download e-books and take job skills 
classes through the library’s partnership with Brain- 
fuse.

“It’s missed by the neighborhood, I’m sure, be
cause it’s so close,” LaPorte said of the Alfred Noble 
branch. “But, there’s nothing people cannot get at 
one of our other libraries.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker- 
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her 
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.
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That closure led her to investigate opening a shop. 
After several months, the Tolonen family signed a 
lease and began getting things together to reopen the 
building under their own name. They ordered new 
shelving and products and opened the dog washing 
area to bring in customers before the pet supplies 
area was ready to open.

Angela Tolonen said that allowed the family to 
connect more quickly with customers and learn their 
needs.

“I think a lot of people really enjoyed that from 
PetValu and missed that a lot, so we thought, ‘Well, 
it’s ready to go, it doesn’t need much in the way of 
supplies,’ ” she said. “So we opened that up and that’s 
given us an opportunity to get to know people and 
ask them what kind of products they’re looking for.”

The shop has plenty for pet owners who have dogs 
and cats, from food to feeding bowls, leashes and 
toys. Angela Tolonen said they’re also getting items 
in stock for small pets like guinea pigs and reptiles.
A newcomer to the pet supplies industry, she said 

she’s experienced nothing but kindness when work
ing with suppliers and other businesses as the family 
gets their shop off the ground.

“We’re finding this business community... just in
credible,” Angela Tolonen said. “They’re so helpful

Due to the holiday, 
our office hours and 
obituary placement 
times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237

detroitobits@gannett.com 
for further details.
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The shop sits at 23320 Farmington Road.

and welcoming.”
One of those suppliers is Daphne MacKenzie, owner 

of Livonia-based Hunter’s Healthy Treats.
She said she hasn’t seen a lot of independent pet 

supplies shops opening recently, and she was excited 
at the prospect of displaying her products for sale at 
the store.

Especially given the tough challenges for small 
businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic, MacKen
zie said it was a good sign to have a new store open.

“It’s very unique that I’m finding that they’re open
ing during the pandemic,” she said. “I think it’s awe
some and I hope she does very well.”

Unlike many other businesses, the Tolonens have 
not had an issue with staffing. Angela Tolonen said 
they have plenty of part-time associates to assist with 
running the store, most of them being younger people.

“We are fully staffed. I even have some backups,” 
she said. “We’re in pretty good shape.”
A website for the shop is also coming in the future. 

For more information, visit the shop’s Facebook page.
Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@ 

hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter @davidveselenak.
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Non-profit seeks help to continue autism center

Living and Learning Enrichment Center worker Mary Anne Cronford, left, works with students Nicole Sawle and Rosemary 
Jiddou, right, on May 6 labeling cartons of eggs for sale. The center has its own chicken coop and sells the eggs locally.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Northville-based Living and 
Learning Enrichment Center is proving 
to be as resilient as the young adults 
with autism or related challenges it has 
assisted since 2015.

Through tireless fundraising efforts 
orchestrated by founder Rachelle Varta
nian, the non-profit organization 
cleared the initial financial hurdles to 
purchase the 14-acre former Don Mas
sey Estate in Novi when it outgrew its 
former downtown Northville location.

It has been slowed, but not stopped, 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
forced Vartanian to cancel three fund
raising events.

The latest obstacle is a May 31 dead
line to raise $150,000 that will allow 
contractors to make the estate compli
ant with Americans With Disabilities 
Act regulations and make the facility 
operational.

Vartanian, a former special educa
tion teacher and the parent of a son who 
has Asperger’s syndrome, said she is so 
committed to the center that she sold 
her home, downsized her possessions 
and borrowed from her retirement ac
count.

Now, she is asking for donations.
“We’re so close,” she said. “We got the 

keys to (the) estate last January ... and 
then COVID hit. We need the $150,000 
to pay the contractors for the ADA-com
pliance work by May 31 or they have to 
move on to other jobs they have sched
uled. I am determined to make this hap
pen.”

The center is a place of hope for 
young adults, Vartanian emphasized. It 
offers not only social support for autistic 
and similarly challenged people, but job 
skills training and confidence-building 
activities — assets that can help them 
secure a degree of normalcy in their 
lives.

“Life doesn’t get easier for these 
young adults once their schooling is 
done,” Vartanian said. “This place will 
give them somewhere to come and learn 
vital job skills and even work at a mar
ket where we sell goods that are pro
duced on the grounds.”
Among the more than 25 programs 

offered at the center are an IT academy/

cybersecurity training program, an arti
san market, summer camps, a lavender 
farm, alpaca farm, doggie daycare with 
dog walking and job-skills classes.

Vartanian started the center in 2015 
in the Farmington Community Library. 
The demand for its services increased 
so rapidly that a move became neces
sary.

“The unemployment rate for young 
adults on the autism spectrum is 90% — 
and that was before COVID. We want to 
crush that number,” Vartanian said

The 6,253-square-foot Massey es
tate was built in the 1920s. Don Massey 
was a world-renowned Cadillac dealer. 
He died in 2011 at age 83.

“The first time I walked the Massey 
estate, I knew that’s where we had to

be,” Vartanian said. “It gives enough 
room to do micro-businesses, offer pro
grams like recycling pallet-making and 
grow vegetables and have bee and al
paca farms. It’s a perfect fit. This is a 
place where these young adults and 
learn how to socialize and build lasting 
relationships through experience. It’s a 
place where they can learn to live the 
most independent life possible.

“We’re almost there. We’re almost in 
the door. We just need a little more fi
nancial support from the community.”

Vartanian said donations could lead 
to naming opportunities at the center. 
To make a donation, visit the organiza
tion’s website.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife. com.

Living and Learning Enrichment Center 
founder Rachelle Vartanian stops by 
the center’s lavender garden on May 6.
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Livonia Legacy Awards to honor 2 former mayors

The late Chain Sandhu of NYX, left, speaks with former Livonia mayors Jack 
Kirksey and Jack Engebretson at a Livonia Prayer Breakfast, hometownlife.com file

Jack Engebretson and Dennis Wright 
have a lot in common beyond being 
among only 11 people in Livonia’s 71-year 
history to hold the position of mayor.

Both men are U.S. Air Force veterans, 
successful small business owners, have 
a history of community involvement 
and will be honored as 2021 recipients of 
the Livonia Legacy Awards, honoring 
individuals who accumulated a record 
of exceptional work and service in the 
community throughout their careers.

Engebretson was Livonia’s mayor 
from 2004-2007, after serving on city 
council for six years.

“We just have a great city and so 
many people contribute to that,” Enge
bretson said. “It is humbling to be recog
nized like this.”

The Eau Claire, Wisconin, native 
served in the Air Force for four years. He 
eventually moved to Washington, D.C., 
where he worked as a U.S. Capitol police 
officer and studied at George Washing
ton University.

His career path changed as he 
learned about emerging technology 
with computers in the 1960s. He became 
a software designer, programmer and 
sales manager. Work eventually 
brought him to the Detroit area when he 
took a job with a company that hired 
him to manage an account for General 
Motors.
He later created his own computer 

system and software company, Central 
Data Systems, based in Farmington 
Hills, focused on small businesses. He 
sold the business in 1992 and planned to 
play more golf. However, community is
sues got his attention.

In the mid-1980s, plans to construct 
high-rise buildings in the Seven Mile- 
Newburgh area moved Engebretson to 
become a voice against such construc
tion near residential neighborhoods.

Former Mayor Bob Bennett appoint

ed Engebretson to the planning com
mission, where he served for 10 years.

Engebretson later ran for elected of
fice and was elected council president in 
1997 and 2001, and was elected mayor in 
2003. As mayor, he led a restructuring of 
the city’s public safety agencies de
signed to keep them strong during an 
economic recession.

Since leaving elected office, he has 
been a fixture on the Livonia Brownfield 
Development Authority Board and grew 
his involvement in church activities.

Engebretson and his wife, Senie, 
have called Livonia home for more than 
50 years.

“My motto is serve with honor - not 
for honor,” he said. “I never thought my 
contribution was for myself. I just enjoy 
the servant role.”

Wright was Livonia’s mayor from 
2016-19, after serving as city treasurer 
for eight years.

“Being elected mayor was the great
est honor of my life,” Wright said. “It 
gave me another way to help people. I

just like helping people.”
Prior to holding elected office, Wright 

was an active volunteer for the Livonia 
Junior Athletic League. This involve
ment led to Wright being selected to 
serve on the committee that led to the 
financing and development of the Livo
nia Community Recreation Center.

He said seeing this effort from con
ception to reality was the most gratify
ing work he did.

The Detroit Cooley High School alum 
served in the Air Force for two years. He 
worked as a manager and in sales in var
ious retail industries until he opened his 
own hardware store in 1989. His family 
operated Wright’s Ace Hardware on 
Five Mile near Middlebelt for 18 years. 
When people called the store and strug
gled to explain the problem with an ap
pliance or electrical issue, he would 
drive to their house and personally take 
care of the problem.

As the business grew, he worked on 
various fundraising efforts. While at Li
vonia City Hall, he helped create the Li
vonia Kids and Families charity, which 
provides food and other needs for fam
ilies of school-age children.

In Wright’s first year as mayor, the 
city learned that a long-term care facil
ity was suddenly shut down by the state 
and residents were forced to move out. 
This initially caused a chaotic scene 
that grabbed media attention. Wright 
immediately went there and helped po
lice and fire personnel as people were 
moved out. He helped connect residents 
with their families and carried boxes to 
people’s vehicles well into the evening.

“Whether I was mayor, treasurer, 
hardware guy, coach, or neighbor,” 
Wright said, “I tried to treat everyone 
the same.”

Since he left office, Wright retired. He 
has two grown sons and two grandchil
dren.

Lions Club president named Livonia First Citizen
Matt Collins has rarely gone without 

something to do.
When COVID-19 restrictions ended 

social gatherings, he learned stressed 
medical workers didn’t have easy access 
to meals at St. Mary Mercy Hospital 
with limited cafeteria operations. This 
made it challenging for them to grab 
something to eat during a day of treat
ing patients.

The longtime Livonia Lions Club 
president engaged his contacts at other 
service clubs and local restaurants to 
send two meals a day to the hospital to 
feed the workers. Cash donations from 
the clubs and in-kind donations from 
restaurants kept this operation going 
for about six weeks until the initial pan
demic surge eased.

Collins also coordinated a group of 
volunteers from local service clubs to 
hand out flowers and candies on Moth
ers Day to hospital workers heading 
home after their overnight shift so they 
had something to give to their moms.

“It gave us a chance to thank them for 
what they are doing, because they 
might not have been able to get to a store

to get something for their mothers,” Col
lins said.

Collins has long been known for this 
type of volunteer leadership, and his ca
reer of community service led to his se
lection as recipient of the 2021 Livonia 
First Citizen Award, an annual honor 
given to a Livonia resident for extraordi
nary community service.

He co-owns Kahsar Sales & Market
ing, an Ohio-based company that deals 
with electronic and electromechanical 
components for manufacturers. He has 
been a volunteer in Livonia since short
ly after moving here in 1986. A neighbor 
invited him to a Lions Club meeting and 
it has been an instrumental part of his 
life since.

“I went to a Christmas party the Li
ons put together for multiple-issue 
handicap children and I was amazed at 
what they did, how the children reacted, 
and I wanted to get more involved,” Col
lins said.

Lions International regularly sup
ports children who have special needs, 
especially those who are visually and 
hearing impaired.

Longtime Livonia Lions Club President 
Matt Collins is the recipient of this 
year’s Livonia First Citizen Award.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

The Livonia Lions Club keeps the re
sources it collects locally. Collins is in 
line to be the Lions’ district governor for 
the 35 clubs and 850 members in Wayne 
and Monroe counties next year.

Holli Kerkhof, a member of the Livo

nia Lions Club, said she admires Collins’ 
leadership.

“He gets to know people and explores 
their passion in volunteering,” Kerkhof 
said. “He provides opportunities for 
them to step up and give in a way that 
makes sense for them.”

In 2012, Collins led collaboration with 
several Livonia service clubs to network 
and coordinate their efforts. Since, the 
Livonia Community Service Forum 
partners with the Kids Coalition Against 
Hunger each year for- a food packing 
event that contributed toward distribut
ing 100,000 meals to needy local fam
ilies.

This collaboration enabled the 
groups to quickly maneuver when the 
pandemic took hold last spring.

“The Lions Club opened the door to 
this community for me to be of service 
and connect with the community,” he 
said. “I am honored to be recognized like 
this, but I just enjoy helping people ”

Along with his wife, Kathleen, Collins 
has also volunteered as a coach and 
Scout leader while the couple’s three 
children were growing up.

Luxury apartments could come to vacant land in Northville Twp.
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Changes in the office landscape could 
result in a new place to live on the east
ern side of Northville Township.

There had been plans to construct a 
new office/medical building on the 
north end of the property near Cantoro 
Italian Market at 15550 N. Haggerty. But 
given the current changes in the office 
work space climate, the owners of the 
property have proposed a new structure 
containing luxury apartments instead.

“To the north was a pad that was 
phase 2 of the (planned unit develop
ment) to be developed as an office build
ing. It was a three-story office building. 
The first floor was going to be dedicated 
to storage facilities for the Cantoro Mar
ket,” said Jennifer Frey, Northville 
Township’s planner. “Then it was going 
to be a mixture of general office and 
medical office. And that was probably 
three or four years ago, so obviously a lot 
has changed relative to the office market 
during that time.”

The plan would include several sto
ries of luxury boutique apartments. The 
hope is to offer services that would con
nect residents to the nearby Italian mar
ket.

“We’re proposing luxury amenities 
and services and those luxury ameni-

Luxury apartments have been 
proposed for the vacant lot near 
Cantoro’s in Northville Township.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ties and services take advantage of Can
toro’s that’s there, the walkability to 
that,” said Mark Abanatha, one of the 
representatives for the project.

The changes were discussed by rep
resentatives of Cantoro’s and the North
ville Township Planning Commission 
during its most recent meeting April 27. 
No action was taken at the meeting. To 
make those changes, an amendment 
would be needed to the site’s current 
planned unit development, which was 
originally approved several years ago. 
Those changes would formally come

during a site plan review.
“We wanted to meet with the plan

ning commission on an early basis. We 
wanted to review the project with you... 
and get your input, get you involved in 
the project early on,” Abanatha said. 
“We’ve spend a tremendous amount of 
time on this design and we did that for a 
couple of reasons: One, it’s a very im
portant project equally for us as well as 
the community and we wanted to put 
our best foot forward in terms of the 
presentation that you see so you really 
grab the image and importance of the 
design we’re trying to put forward.”

Commissioner Jayne Watson said 
she thought the materials making up 
the building aren’t inviting.

“I’d love to see it have some more 
warmth and attention to detail on the 
materials,” she said.

Pivoting the space from an office 
building to a residential building would 
benefit the township financially, said 
Bob Jacobs, another representative for 
the project. Analysis by the company 
showed the township could receive as 
much as $300,000 more annually in tax 
revenue for the community.

Given its uniqueness, the property 
would attract plenty of people looking 
for a higher-end lifestyle.

“It is incredible that this could be 
there and it could be a great, great asset

^ if

to the community as well as the owners 
of the property,” Jacobs said. “(There’s) 
nothing that is quite like that is in the 
surrounding areas. But there is a market 
for this.”

Commissioner Matthew Wilk said it 
appears such a complex would be simi
lar to another area project: dozens of 
new, luxury apartments are currently 
under construction in Livonia.

Those apartments are a part of the 
mixed-use development between Seven 
Mile and Eight Mile roads that has seen 
several restaurants and other business
es open on the Livonia/Northville 
Township border.

Being new to the commission, Wilk 
said he would lean on some of the more 
senior commissioners when it came 
time to discuss the project more in- 
depth.

“I think those are going to be very 
similar projects,” he said. “They’re tout
ing they’re walkable to First Watch and 
you’re touting your walkability to Can
toro’s.

“I think as a new commissioner, I 
think I’ll be relying heavily on the opin
ions of people who were around the first 
time.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak(a)hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
(ftdavidveselenak.
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• Renewal by Andersen has installed 
241,082 windows in the Detroit 
area, and each one is etched with the 
Andersen logo—a symbol of excellence 
for 118 years
Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area

that allows more natural light into 
your home

• We eliminate the middleman
and manage your entire 
project—from selling and 

buildingthe 
windows to 

I the installation 
| and warranty

Now offering 
^ virtual 

appointments, 
too!

Make your home more secure.
Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.

734-335-8036
RENEWAL
byANDERSENl Hiusovia mm i doob smwwxt

MIUTARY
D1SC0PNT
oTrffTi

This special holiday sales 
event ends on May 31*!

Buy 1 window or door, 
get 1 window or door

40% OFF
an additional$50 off

each window and door1
* ★ ★ ★ * ^

$0 0 0%
Down Monthly InterestPayments

for 1 year!1
.Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase 

date but Is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

’DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get 
one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or 
more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/2/2021 and 5/31/2021.40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to 
lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each window or entry/patio door, minimum purchase of 4, taken 
after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. 
Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to 
credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration 
of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered 
financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the sen/ice area. See your local 
Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen" and 
all other marte where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. Ail rights reserved. ©2021 Lead 
Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN 
AS LITTLE AS DAYS!

ExiaUng ©ablnata are jjreparod 
for the refaoing process

Your KURUS craftsmen wiil 
cover all exposed surfaces 
with tectQty'finished materials

The installation is complete 
with the addition of new 
doors, molding and hardware

“r^KURTE

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY!
248-450-6253

Ml Lie #2102222470
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, 

Ml 48150

We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you 
and your family!

•With tbe purchase of cabinet refacing. **New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer includes materials and labor 
costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details

only. Offer expires 5/31/21.LO-G Cl0642259-01
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FOR YOUR '02 OR NEWER TRADE
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2021 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED
24 MONTH LEASE FOR ' 24 MONTH LEASE FOR
q
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jS!tsa 'H. ^
PER MONTH WITHOl 
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Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php Arthur “Hooker” Wellman

Alan Christopher Carnes
PLYMOUTH - Alan 

Christopher Carnes, age 
56, formerly of Plym
outh, Michigan passed 
away on May 8, 2021.
He was born in Detroit 
on January 7,1965 to his 
parents, Neil and Lois 
(nee Jacobson) Carnes.
He is also survived by 
his brother, Ken, and his 
nephew and niece, Will 
and Kari. He is pre-deceased by his brother, Neil, 
Jr.; grandparents, George and Beulah Jacobson, 
Harold and Geraldine Carnes and his Uncles, 
Ken, Tim and Pat.
Alan graduated from Plymouth-Salem High 

School in 1983. He loved hockey and was an ex
cellent hockey player at Kent State University as 
well as a lifelong Detroit Red Wings Hockey fan. 
He loved the action on the ice as the play could 
speed up or slowdown in order for the players to 
control the game. This made it so entertaining 
to watch either on TV or from the seats in the 
arena. After being diagnosed with COVID-19 
some weeks ago, Alan bravely gave all that he could 
to conquer his illness, but sadly lost his battle to 
the virus. He is deeply loved and will be greatly 
missed by all who know and love him and whose 
life has been touched by him.
A Memorial Service will be held at a later date. 

Arrangements entrusted to the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home. Visit www.schrader-howell.com

Richard A. Mastaw
LIVONIA - Richard A. Mastaw, age 79, went to 

be with the Lord on April 29, 2021, at his home 
in Livonia, Michigan.
Richard was born on May 7, 1941 in Sault Ste. 

Marie, MI., the son of Alphonse and Agnes Mas
taw. After serving his country in the U.S. Navy, 
he married Judith Barber, started his family, and 
went on to earn a bachelors degree and Doctor 
of Jurisprudence degree. He was a successful 
attorney, serving in his Bedford, MI law practice 
for over 35 years. He was a proud member of 
the Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Indian Tribe and 
served as an appellate judge on the tribal court for 
four years. He was also an avid runner for many 
years, participating in marathons across the U.S. 
and had an extraordinary love of travel. More 
than anything else, Richard was a loving father, 
grandfather, brother, and friend.
Richard is survived by his daughters Mary 

Pat Lynch (Scott), Betsy Beil (Mike), his son 
Rick; grandsons Justin, Michael, and Mark; 
granddaughters Brianna, Katie, Paige, Hannah, 
Rhayelyn, and Celsey; great-granddaughter Ad- 
aline; great-grandsons Gavin and Gage; brothers 
Brian, Jerry, and Franklin; sisters Nancy and 
Elaine; and many nieces and nephews. He is 
also survived by his companion, Susan Bicknell, 
and her family. Richard was preceded in death by 
his parents, brothers Charles, John, Daniel, and 
William, and sisters Theresa, Geneva, Patricia, 
Mary Catherine, Carol, and Darlene.
A funeral mass will be held on May 17,2021 at 

11:00 a.m.at Our Lady of Loretto Catholic Church 
in Bedford, MI. Richard will be buried on May 
29, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. at Maple Ridge cemetery, 
Sugar Island, MI. Following the interment, a fu
neral luncheon will be held at the Sault Ste. Marie 
Chippewa Tribe Cultural Center. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests memorial donations be made 
to Our Lady of Loretto Catholic Church or Right 
to Life of Michigan.

Larry E. Jenkins
PLYMOUTH - Jen

kins, Larry E., May 9, 
2021 age 82 of Plym
outh. Beloved husband 
of the late Martha and 
the late Jane. Lov
ing father of Yvonne 
Lockard, Kim Odien, 
Charlene (Tom) Allen, 
Kristie (Jeff) Cruse, 
and the late Dale Jen
kins. Proud grandpa 
of 14 grandchildren 
and 6 great grandchil
dren. Dear brother of 
Wilda Kretzchmar, 
and Trent Jenkins. 
Visitation Wednesday, 
May 12th 2-9 PM at 
Vermeulen-Sajewski 
Funeral Home, 46401 
Ann Arbor Road West, 
(btwn Sheldon & Beck) 
Plymouth. In state 
Thursday, May 13th 
10:30 AM until the 11 
AM Funeral Service at 
Risen Christ Lutheran 
Church, 46250 Ann Ar
bor Road West, Plym
outh. Interment Glen 
Eden Memorial Park. 
Memorial contribu
tions may be made to 
the Huron Valley Hu
mane Society. To share 
a memory, please visit 
vermeulenfh.com

VERMEULEN-SAJEWSKI 
FUNERAL ^WCREMATION HOMES SERVICES

PLYMOUTH/LUDINGTON - Arthur “Hooker”
Wellman, age 68 of Plymouth/Ludington passed 
away on April 28, 2021. He was born on April 12,
1953 at Sessions Hospital in Northville, Michigan to 
his parents, James and Dolores. He is pre-deceased 
by his father, James.
Arthur was born in Northville, Michigan and 

raised in Plymouth. He graduated from High School 
in 1972 and in 1979, he graduated from Eastern 
Michigan University where he earned his Bachelors 
and Masters Degrees. While attending Eastern, he 
studied Special Education, was the Captain of the 
Track team and an awesome Pole Vaulter, setting several Midwest records. 
After several years of teaching and coaching in Plymouth, he moved to 
Ludington, Michigan where he was a very successful Teacher, as well as a 
Swimming and Track Coach at LHS for over 20 years. Go Orioles!! It was 
Hooker’s winning mindset along with his excellent coaching and team 
preparation skills that made the swim team worthy of a being called a State 
champion swim team.
Boating and fishing were something that Hooker loved to do. Fishing 

from a boat allowed him to relax with his favorite beverage and his friends. 
Waiting for that tug on his line, and that’s when the “reel” fun would begin 
for him. It didn’t matter if a fish was caught or not. It was just about being 
on the boat, plotting the course and getting out into the fresh air and sun
shine. Hooker was also an avid gardener of flowers and vegetables; it made 
his backyard a magnet for all kinds of animals! Relaxation for “Hook” was 
hand chopping logs for the wood burning stove and enjoying a good fire 
on a cold day. He loved living up north.
Hooker was the loving and devoted father of Charlie and Sean, father- 

in-law to Sean’s partner, Amanda LaPonsie; proud grandfather of Hazel 
Wellman and cherished son of Dolores Guenther. He is deeply loved and 
will be greatly missed by his sibhngs, Bob (Nola), Alice (Don), Dan (Jen
nifer), Amy (the late Glenn) and Jack (Pam). He also leaves his nieces and 
nephews: Jimmy, David, Annie, Richard, Billy, Jeremy, Brendan and Kristofer 
and also his former wife, Sheri Barber.
For donations to The Alzheimer’s Association please visit:
http://act.alz.org/goto/Hooker_Wellman
Private services will be held at a future date.
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Trains often use the crossing on Main Street east of Plymouth, causing delays.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

App
Continued from Page 1A

“The challenge with some of the oth
er crossings is that there isn’t a nearby 
building to attach a camera, so that’s 
something they’re working on.

“What’s convenient, though, is that if 
users of the app see that there is a train 
crossing at Farmer Street, they know it’s 
probably blocking Main Street as well 
because they’re so close to one another.”

The app is equipped with an optional 
setting that uses the driver’s location 
and sends a notification when they’re 
within range of a blocked crossing.

The “chance of train” feature can help 
users plan their trip by seeing the likeli
hood of a blocked crossing.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawnght@hometownlife.com or 517- 
375-1113.

A screenshot of the Plymouth Trains 
app, which still being tested, submitted

<D

Plymouth Trains

Curr. Wait Est. Wait Status

Farmer St 2m 58s 6-10m BJocked

98
76
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CENTER FOR INTEGRATED NEUROLOGY
At the Center for Integrated Neurology, our specialty and our 
passion is Neurology. We pride ourselves in being a center for 
excellence in neurologic health and diagnosis.
CIN is a center for excellence in neurologic health and diagnosis 
incorporating advanced and innovative techniques to assist people with:
• Concussion and sports-related brain trauma
• Mild to Moderate Traumatic Brain Injury CTB!)
• Slip and fall accidents
- Brain trauma related to motor-vehicle accidents

CUV diagnoses and treats mild traumatic brain injuries. Wc work closely 
With ntt ornoys to provide an objectified diagnosis for their clients.

Randall Benson, MO
Dr. Randall Benson, is a nationally 
regarded behavioral neurologist 
and imaging neuroscientist. Dr. 
Benson is recognized for developing 
new, more effective diagnosis for 
incapacitating brain disorders using 
advanced functional MRI, DTI & 
SWI methods. His work has led to 
an unprecedented understanding of 
brain function and disease.

Among his accomplishments:
• First dual Research Fellow in 
Behavioral Neurology and MRI 
at Harvard Medical School.

• Neurology residency at Boston 
University and the Veterans 
Administration.

• Principal investigator on US 
National Institutes of health 
and Department of Defense projects.

• Testified before the US Congress on a National 
Football League sponsored study on concussions.

23065 Novi Road.
Suita 120. Novi, Ml 48375
248-277-3334
CBnt0nfonintegratedneuroiogy.com

jwm.

Center for 
integrated 
Neurology!.

Great Time to Build Your 
Dream Home!

3375 HERBEY STREET I CANTON TOWNSHIP
$219,000

Great value on this 3.37 acres 
Sold as vacant land 
On the Lower River Rouge

TJ SCHWARTZREALTOR
c. + 1 248 339 6868 

tjshallandhunter@gmail.com 
adamwaechter.com



RECEIVE AN

ADDITIONAL 20%
for the value of your collectibles when taken as store credit.**

lA'
Proudly Presents

BUYING EVENT
WHAT ARE YOUR 

VALUABLES WORTH?

\f

FINE JEWELRY
Any age & any style 

Broken or damaged jewelry 
Tiffany, Cartier, D.Yurman & more

^ H fli
DIAMONDS

Loose or mounted diamonds 
Damaged stones 

All sizes, colors, and styles

WATCHES
Wrist watches & pocket watches 
Rolex* Patek, Breitling, Cartier, 

Elgin, Hamilton, Waltham, Illinois 
Any condition

COINS AND 
CURRENCY

Gold & silver coins, Bullion & bars 
Old paper money 
Coin collections

SCRAP GOLD 
AND SILVER

Scrap gold, silver, or platinum 
Dental Gold, Old mountings 

Fraternal pins

STERLING
SILVER

Any type and all makers 
No need to polish 
We can help carry

FINE ART
Oil & watercolor paintings 
Any type of scu Iptu re 
Any subject or style 

Any condition

RARITIES
Old photos (Tintypes, etc.) 

War memorabilia, Autographs 
Uniforms, badges, daggers, etc.

TOYS AND 
ADVERTISING
Pre-1960 advertising 

Tin, porcelain & lithographs ads 
Pre-1960 toys •

May i8th - May 20th
Tues. - Wed. at 11:00am - 6:00pm | Thurs. at 11:00am -5:00pm
105 W. Main Street Brighton, Ml 48116
Directions: (810) 227-2221 | Item Questions: (888) 787-1112

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY | IMMEDIATE PAYMENT
For information or house calls, call toll-free: (888) 787-1112

National Rarities will provide a free evaluation, but is not obligated to purchase your items. 'National Rarities is not an authorized Rolex 
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries. "Some exclusions may apply. See store for details.

W W W V w
5 STAR AVERAGE ON 
GOOGLE REVIEWS
with over 130 Reviews

National Rarities
ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

TRUSTED ESTATE BUYERS



Observer & Eccentric Media i Sunday, may is, 2021 1 ib (cp) USA TODAY SPORTS n

SPORTS

Students and staff of Frost Middle School begin their Fast Like Fritz fun run and walk for their friend Josh 
Fritz on May 11. photos by john heider | hometownlife.com

Racing for Josh: Frost 
community remembers 
former student with a run
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK

Josh Fritz had a smile for everybody at Frost Mid
dle School. But he would also leave them in the dust.
When the weather was nice outside, former Frost 

principal Anthony Abbate would lead a group of stu
dents out to the front of the school after lunch to 
hang out in the sun. Groups of students would start 
to race each other, including Fritz, an eighth grader at 
the time.

“You wouldn’t have known it necessarily by look
ing at him, but he was fast and strong,” Abbate said.

“And he knew it. He would 
just challenge people and 
they would be like, ‘Sure, I’ll 
race you.’ He would blow past 
them.”

The principal even tried, 
not taking it seriously at first 
— running backwards at the 
starting line — but, sure 
enough, Fritz would be well 
past him, never giving Ab
bate a chance.

One year after Fritz’s death — collapsing in the 
middle of gym class and dying the next morning from 
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy — this is how the Frost 
Middle School community wanted to honor its for
mer student: running and raising money for student 
heart checks at Beaumont Health with a fun run.

“Today, we remember and celebrate Josh the way 
he deserves to be remembered and celebrated: as the 
goofball that used to fool around with his friends at 
lunch, as the athlete that used to crush everybody in 
foot races in front of the cafeteria back and forth ev
ery day, as the good friend with the smile as bright as 
the sunshine,” Abbate, now the director of personnel 
and district services for Livonia Public Schools, told 
its participants.

“Today we celebrate. Today we make new memo
ries, and we do that for Josh.”

Josh Fritz

A story to tell

Josh Fritz had a story to tell. And it’s a story the 
Frost Middle School community remembers to this 
day.
He was adopted from Guatemala in 2006 and 

brought to Michigan with his parents Susan and 
Mark in 2007. Before leaving the embassy, his moth
er remembers being told that Josh would need to 
have open-heart surgery, something he completed at 
age 4. After that point, he was checked annually and 
nothing was ever detected.

Josh’s heart was not keeping him from organized 
sports; it was his attention.

Susan Fritz said he had ADHD, never being able to 
participate on any team. But he still loved football, 
baseball, golf and running; never being able to sit

Chris Vecchioni walks with his son Luke at the Fast 
Like Fritz fun run on May 11.

Susan Fritz talks about her son Fritz during his 
memorial fundraiser at Livonia's Frost Middle.

still. But it was the way Josh interacted with others 
that set him apart, being remembered as fun, sweet 
and sensitive to those around him.

“I would go to school with him and then go on a 
school trip, and here’s my kid: everybody’s like ‘Hey 
Josh, hey Josh,”’ Susan Fritz said. “I was just so tick
led by it because he was different and he did look dif-

See FRITZ, Page 2B

Tides turn for 
Livonia United 
lacrosse in 
second season
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK

Livonia United’s first lacrosse season did not go 
well.

In 2019, head coach Andrew Wahl led a small and 
inexperienced group primarily of freshman and 
sophomores — not enough to field a JV team — 
through its first slate as a school-sponsored varsity 
sport: one filled with running clocks and double-digit 
losses, winning only once in 15 games.

The team struggled to find any sort of footing its 
first season. But its backbone of lacrosse players who 
grew up playing and loving the sport were there to 
work with.

“I’d ask my friends and they’d be like, T don’t know 
if I want to join that team,”’ Ethan Waldo, now a sen
ior on Livonia United, remembers. “The guys who 
had been playing stayed with us all the way up, they 
were all in all the time.”

To Teddy Mazaris, a sophomore on that first team, 
2019 was a growing year. Each loss to Howell, North- 
ville and Brighton was an example of an end of the 
path for Livonia United, where he wanted the team to 
end up.

“I just remember playing senior-led teams and 
realizing that’s how championship lacrosse is sup
posed to be played,” Mazaris said. “I just remembered 
thinking, T really want to be like those guys when I’m 
a senior.’”

In 2021, Livonia United seems to be ahead of 
schedule.

The team — players come from Livonia Franklin, 
Livonia Stevenson and Livonia Churchill — won 
eight of its first 10 games, including four double-digit 
victories.

See LIVONIA, Page 3B

Colton Kuehl leads 
Northville lacrosse to 
revenge win against 
Plymouth team
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK

The first 11 seconds of Northville lacrosse’s match
up against Plymouth were textbook.

Mustangs senior midfielder and face-off specialist 
Nick Lauderback won the ball, racing down the field 
to set up a play. He led a Plymouth defender in sliding 
around him and finding senior Colton Kuehl wide 
open, swinging his stick down to bounce the ball past 
Wildcats junior Reid Caswell for the first score of the 
game.

That first score was one of many for Kuehl, who led 
Northville (5-2) with five goals to beat Plymouth 
(4-6), 9-4, on the road.

Kuehl was fired up to face the Wildcats. The last 
time he saw them, it didn’t go the Mustangs’ way.

Kuehl was a sophomore on Northville’s 2019 team 
that fell to Plymouth in the regional semifinal on its 
home field. Now a senior, he had this game circled.

“It’s crazy. It was a picture-perfect game, probably 
the best game I’ll have all season,” Kuehl said. 
“Adrenaline was kicking in. It was a big game.”

For Northville, offense came in bunches against 
Plymouth.

Trailing 2-1 halfway through the second quarter, 
senior Nick Salamone tied the game with a goal as
sisted by Luke Tardich. Nineteen seconds later, Kuehl 
answered with his second of the day, taking another 
pass from Lauderback for the score.

Tardich and senior Dylan Hicks each added goals 
to take a 5-2 halftime lead, utilizing an advantage on 
offense that not many teams have: starting all sen
iors at attack.

See NORTHVILLE, Page 4B

BANKING THAT BRINGSIT ALL BACK HOME
Horne Joans can fund much more than your next fixer upper project, 
from dream vacations to your everyday wish list, our flexiJ)!e 
lending options can help put your goals into motion faster.

Get more of what you want today.
VACATIONS i HOME IMPROVEMENT | CONSOLIDATION

4l§k Community

Financial
right here right for you

Visit CFCU.ORG/HomeLoan or call 
(877) 937-2328 to find out more.
Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. NMLS #440274.
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Hartland’s Lockwood puts 
on state-record 
performance in win

Hartland’s Bo Lockwood had six goals and 13 assists in a 28-0 victory over Howell 
on Monday. He broke or tied three state records.
COURTESY OF DAN ZEPPA

Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Bo Lockwood’s incredible junior la
crosse season for Hartland has now 
landed him in the state record book.

Lockwood broke or tied three state 
records Monday in the Eagles’ 28-0 rout 
of Howell.

Lockwood set a single-game assist 
record with 13, already has the single- 
season assist record with 97 and tied a 
single-game points record with 19.

Drake Ringer of Tecumseh set the 
previous mark for assists in a game with 
11 against Temperance Bedford on May 
14, 2018.

Tanyr Krummenacher of Saline set 
the old single-season assist record of 96 
in 2018. Lockwood has eclipsed that rec
ord in onlylS games. The Eagles still 
have three regular-season games and 
the state tournament remaining.

Lockwood tied the single-game

points record set by Cole Smith of East 
Lansing against Swartz Creek on April 
18, 2016.

Lockwood could soon have the sin
gle-season scoring record. He has 67 
goals and 97 assists for 164 points, rank
ing fourth on the list compiled by the 
Michigan High School Athletic Associa
tion. The record of 180 points was set by 
Holt’s Tommy McKee in 2010.

Also having big games were Noah 
Luck with seven goals and four assists; 
Charlie Anderson with five goals; and 
Reagan Pashby with a perfect 18-for-18 
night on faceoffs.

Hartland led 23-0 at halftime. The 
Eagles’ next two games will be consider
ably more challenging, as they visit 
Brighton (12-1) at 7 p.m. Wednesday and 
East Grand Rapids (12-1) at 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday. They will conclude the regular 
season with a KLAA crossover Monday, 
a game that will be for the association 
championship if they beat Brighton.

At 14-1, the Eagles have won 12 
straight games since a 17-8 loss to Bir
mingham Brother Rice on April 10. They 
have five shutouts. Howell is 3-6.

Brighton H, FH Northern 6

John Aurandt scored six goads for 
Brighton, while Matt Copple made eight 
saves.

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan- 
nett.com.

Possession offense gives Novi soccer advantage against Canton

Novi Wildcat Grace Dziedzic is introduced, john heider | hometownlife.com

Colin GayHometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After two shutout losses to Salem 
and Hartland to end last week, Novi 
head coach Todd Pheiffer wanted to 
simplify his team’s approach.

It was not that they were playing 
poorly in the middle third or even defen
sively — despite allowing eight goals in 
the past two games. The Wildcats were 
just allowing too many chances to op
posing offenses.

In practices leading up to its game 
against Canton, Novi worked on posses
sion offense: using one- and two-touch 
drills to instill the quick possession 
style, to keep momentum on their side 
of the field.

This approach worked for the Wild
cats (6-4-3) against the Chiefs (3-5-3), 
earning the 2-1 win, while recording 
nine shots on goal and six corner kicks.

“We just worked on playing simpler,”
Pheiffer said. “Sometimes players feel 
that they have to put it on themselves to 
try and kind of take over and help their 
team. We just talked about how we have 
to play simpler: keep the ball longer.”

Pheiffer wanted his soccer team to 
look more cohesive than it has been in 
the past few games, using teamwork 
and trust to put players in their proper 
positions to be successful. Against Can
ton, Samantha Maday was on the fin
ishing end of each of those plays.

The Novi junior scored each of the 
team’s two goals: giving the Wildcats a Despite a goal differential of plus- 
first-half lead after taking a pass in the four, the Chiefs have won only three of 
middle of the field and shooting across their 11 games all season, losing all but 
her body to find the back ofthe net, then one of their five games by a one-goal 
taking a rebound off a deflection from deficit.
Canton senior goalkeeper Lauren Ku- To Canton head coach Jeannine Red- 
backi for the go-ahead score with 14 dy, it’s all about the offensive attack, 
minutes left. The Chiefs recorded seven shots on

“Everyone kind ofdid their part. I was goal, but were able to only finish one 
just the finisher of those goals,” Maday against Novi: a penalty kick by Morgan 
said. “Everyone had a part to play, ev- Kroon.
eryone got the ball in and we were able “We know going into every game that 
to finish them.” you are going to have to battle for every

Canton has been struggling to finish ball,” Reddy said. “That’s the thing we 
games all season. struggle with is finishing. We do a really

good job of winning the ball, getting it in With four games to go until the state
positions, but we can’t seem to get it in tournament, this is the offense Novi 
the back of the net. wants to see. Frankly, the Wildcats want

“That’s kind of our thing. We seem to to see more goals go in the back of the 
do other things pretty well, but the only net. But it’s a good starting point, 
thing that counts is scoring.” “It was nice to see that everything we

For Pheiffer, Novi’s response to the had worked on in practice, we were able 
penalty kick goal was huge. Instead of to put together against a very good 
cowering, the Wildcats continued to at- team,” Pheiffer said, 
tack, he said, continuing with the game Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
plan of playing connected soccer, cred- cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
iting his two freshmen forwards Lind- 6710. Follow him on Twitter 
say Dahlinger and Michella Tortelli, @ColinGayl7. Send game results and 
along with the center and midbacks for stats to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com. 
keeping the ball moving.

Josh Fritz's former middle school principal Anthony Abbate talks about the 
young man during a memorial fundraiser, photos by john heider | hometownlife.com

Fritz
Continued from Page IB

ferent from his parents. I was just so 
proud of his resilience, his confidence.”

While preparing for the event to hon
or their former classmate, Sherri Brown, 
Josh’s former counselor, would go from 
classroom to classroom, asking stu
dents. “Who remembered Josh?”

“And all these hands would go up,” 
Brown said. “Every face had a smile.”

A lasting impact

Josh Fritz was always competing, up 
until the point he couldn’t anymore.
On Feb. 21, 2020, the Frost Middle 

School eighth grader was in gym class, 
doing pull-ups, “showing off for the 
girls” his mother said. Fritz collapsed, 
was picked up by a member of Frost’s 
security team — a former fireman and 
EMT — and taken to the hospital.

He was pronounced dead the next 
morning at age 14.

“It was totally unexpected,” Abbate 
said. “It was one of those things that, as 
a principal, you don’t even want to even 
think about the possibility of that hap-

iJl

pening.
The Frost Middle 

School staff came togeth
er and, through grief, 
came up with a way to 
honor its former student. 
But the plan was denied, 
falling victim to the 
emergence of the CO- 

VID-19 pandemic when schools closed.
The Fritz family, having just lost its 

only son, continued to rely on family 
and friends around them, not having 
much choice than to grieve head on.

“A chunk of you is gone. A chunk of 
your heart’s gone,” Susan Fritz said. 
“You just dig deep and continue to work, 
talk, rely on family.

“It’s a day-to-day, minute-to-minute 
struggle to keep it together. And some
times we don’t because you know what, 
I can’t always hold it together because 
he’s too big, too important.”

As schools reopened in the first half 
of2021, Brown made sure that Josh Fritz 
would be honored, reaching out to both 
Mark and Susan to see if they would 
take part in the festivities.

With the fun run, Susan Fritz said she 
wanted to raise money to help other 
families through similar situations that 
she and her husband went through, giv

ing the proceeds for student heart 
checks at Beaumont hospitals.

Susan Fritz saw Josh’s whole story: 
even the moments when he was not the 
easiest to handle — laughing when re
membering the times she yelled at her 
only son, who responded the only way 
he knew how: a smile and a dance.

But as members of the Frost commu
nity honored Josh Fritz, his mom just 
felt proud: proud of the impact her son 
made in his nearly three years at the 
school.

Through the money raised, through 
the courtyard deemed “Josh’s Comer” 
by the school, through the memories of 
an infectious smile and a “rock star”

* *

personality, through the races he won 
outside in front of the lunch room, she 
knows his impact will always be re
membered.

“The kid was happy,” Susan Fritz 
said. “And I know that has a lot to do 
with us, but I still think he was super 
special.

“He was supposed to come here. He 
was supposed to come to me. I don’t 
know why he got (taken). That, I’ll never 
understand.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter 
@ColinGayl7.

0



Livonia
Continued from Page IB

Eleven of Wahl’s 20 varsity players in 
2021 were holdovers from the program’s 
inaugural 2019 season. It was a group 
not used to showing confidence, not 
used to having a swagger going into 
games.

Livonia United had to learn how to 
win.

“The goalposts have moved, per se,” 
Wahl said. “It’s not just that we want to 
compete now. When we play bad teams, 
we need to take care of business, work 
on our stuff, knowing we should be able 
to take care of that. The first year was 
just ‘Let’s go out there and try not to be 
embarrassed every time we suit up.’

“We already found success we 
thought was years out.”

Winning is something Alec Rodopou- 
los wasn’t accustomed to, starting his 
lacrosse career in Livonia 10 years ago. 
And it wasn’t something he saw coming 
in 2021.

His team lost its chance at an imme
diate follow-up after its debut season 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, not see
ing much of a chance at development 
and improvement for the second year.

“You think you go 1-14 and lose a sea

son, there’s not much hope there,” Ro- 
dopoulos said.

Instead, the energy shifted immedi
ately.

Livonia United opened the 2021 sea
son with a five-goal win against Walled 
Lake Western — a team it had lost to by 
four in its first game of 2019 — followed 
up by a 22-goal drubbing of Ypsilanti 
Lincoln.

In the first 10 games, the success has 
come down to Livonia United’s two 
goalkeepers: Rodopoulos and junior 
Connor Reed.

The pair has allowed 16 goals this 
season in the team’s eight wins, includ
ing shutouts against Lincoln, Novi and 
North Farmington.

Rodopoulos said there is a level of 
pressure associated with his and the de
fense’s performance. It’s a pressure he 
enjoys.

“We love putting the team on our 
back,” he said.

Since May 1, the Livonia United of
fense has stepped up, lessening the load 
of the defense. Waldo and junior Nathan 
Redding have helped lead the team to 
score 45 goals in its past three games.

But there has not been that complete 
turnaround yet. Glimmers of the 2019 
season have still come up in 2021, none 
more clear than in the team’s 19-1 loss to 
Hartland April 28.
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Netminder Connor Reed watches the action near his goal.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

But Livonia United has confidence on 
its side, and has goals in sight.

Players now believe Livonia United 
can win the KLAA sooner rather than 
later. They believe a playoff win is with
in reach and possibly a run at a regional 
title.

To Waldo, that’s not what Livonia 
United’s opponents see. That in itself, 
he said, is the challenge the program 
will carry on even when his senior sea
son is complete.

“We still have a ways to go before our

team is known and we have credibility 
out there,” Waldo said. “Eventually, I 
think we can get to that point, but I 
think everyone still underestimates us a 
little bit. They are not giving us the fact 
that we are beating some of these teams 
by pretty big numbers.

“We’re not the same team we were.”
Contact reporter Colin Gay at 

cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter 
@ColinGayl7. Send game results and 
stats to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

f SPRING ^
f IS IN THE AIR f

Th# fully warrant«#d GATORGUARD system h a layered, 
smmlzzz Mriam that.CREATES A GATOR LIKE GRiP/ 
The result fa a beautiful surface that has the strength to 
repel while looking like new for many years to come.

Don’t gamble with a fast cure “one 
day system ”, it SIMPLY WON’T LAST!
LIFETIME WARRANTY (product 8 labor)

0M.ff
Spring Special 
20% off your 

Basement or Garage 
Lifetime Coating j p .

’ Some restrictions apply. See home estimator for details. |§PrgHg§\jg 
Offer valid until 5/31/2021.

CALL TODAY FOR
mmmm mm \mJ mJ mmmmm

- Flat Rate Pricing
- FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call

- Service Call Charge Waived 
with Work Performed

- Same Day Service
- All Our Technicians are 
Licensed arid Background 
Checked

- 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

A/C Clean 
and check

Complete Safety 
Inspection. 

With Coupon. 
Expires 5/31/21
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NorthviUe
Continued from Page IB

“That experience, you can’t put a 
number on it,” NorthviUe head coach 
Shaun Dicken said.

The experience continued to show at 
the start of the second half, as Kuehl put 
his third baU in the back of the net 87 
seconds into the third quarter off a pass 
from Tardich, ending the third quarter 
with a buzzer-beating bomb that se
cured a four-goal lead heading into the 
final 12 minutes.

Adding another in the fourth quarter, 
along with a score by Tardich, who fin
ished the game with two goals and three 
assists, Kuehl said this game against 
Plymouth meant a lot to those returning 
from the 2019 team.

“Especially after last year, not being 
able to play with these guys, not being 
able to play with the seniors last year — 
and this is the last year as seniors — we 
want to come out and play and put on a 
show,” he said.

Dicken’s team has not been able to 
show that much so far in 2021

NorthviUe missed its first four games 
of the season due to the COVID-19 pan
demic, and has only seven games 
played.

“We had a slow start to the season to 
begin with. It’s only our seventh game, 
whUe other teams have played quite a 
few more,” Dicken said. “It’s been taking 
us awhUe to get going at times, but once 
these guys aU get on the same page, we 
can put it in the back of the net for sure.”

John Abruzzo could relate, watching 
his players lose the turnover battle and 
make unforced errors against the Mus
tangs.

The Plymouth head coach said he 
had a “stacked” 2020 class that had its 
season lost due to the pandemic. Now, 
in 2021, his job is to teach a younger ros
ter how to play tough, aggressive la
crosse.

“It’s been a bit of a learning curve, but 
we have definitely stepped up and have 
one of the hardest schedules in the 
state,” Abruzzo said. “I think tonight 
was one of those big, gritty, tough per
formances. We didn’t come out on the

NorthviUe senior Colton Kuehl scored five of the Mustangs' nine goals against Plymouth.
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL VASILNEK | SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

winning side, but that’s all right. That’s 
a game we can learn with and build 
from.”

Plymouth senior David Brace led the 
Wildcats with two goals and an assist, 
while Ben Wetzler and Nick Gurchak 
each added scores.

Without the experience on the field 
yet, Dicken is not entirely sure what he 
will be working with come playoff time.

“We’re still just getting better every 
day,” he said.”We don’t really know 
where the ceiling quite is. We’re just go
ing to come out to every game and try to 
get better every day.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter 
@ColinGayl7. Send game results and 
stats to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

NorthviUe senior Nick Lauderback wins the first face off of the 
game, leading to the Mustangs' first score 11 seconds later.
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Live Life In Full Bloom 

With A Walk-In Bath

i: I

SPRING SAVINGS

End gutter cleaning forever!

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job 
is finished and you’re completely 
satisfied.

Lifetime Performance 
Guarantee. We guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing & 
^§1P Discounts. 20% off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior citizen & 
military discounts.

MADF IN THE USA

No Payments for 18 MONTHS
Call today for your FREE In-hom© or virtual quote!

(313) 241 -9116
tOtfer ends Mw 31.2021. Pertfcipaling deafen) only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cly, Syffolk Cty, VVestcbesfer Qty, or City of Buffalo. NT 
S0% off installation labor apphes to tlto (nstaUation of the Waik-ln Bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing and electrical. Cannot 
be oom*>‘Oed With any other advert.-sea offer. Contact local dealer for financing detaHa'Subject to ciecfit approval Interest is billed during the 
promotional period but all interest is waived if lha purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum 
monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GraenSky® consumer ioan programs is provided by feoaraity insured, 
equal opportunity lender banks NMLS *1416362 GreanSky® Program Is a program name ior certain consumer predil plans extended by 
participating tenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods ancPor services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally 
insured, equal opportunity fender banks. GresnSky^ is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC GreenSky Servicing, t.LC services the loans on 
bubal: of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreonSky® financing olfers available at participating dealers only-
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More ways to reach us
We now have multiple channels that you can use to 
update your account information, report delivery 
issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and 
concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

©Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a description of 
the issue and the next available representative 
will call you back rather than waiting on hold.

Olive Chat
Converse directly online with a 
representative.

©Email
This option gives you the opportunity to 
leave more details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com

New Floors in A Day!
I 
I 
I 
I
*300 OFF

^ Flooring Project ^
Mention Newspaper. Expires 5/31/21^

Polyaspartic Polyurea Coating 
Systems
6x stronger than Epoxy.
Guaranteed not to chip or peel for 
15 years.

• Proprietary chip flake system is 
‘ 100% UV stable and will not fade.

Easy to Keep Clean.

15 Year No Hassle Warranty

aaiMCSR^TB C3aa>tinee

734-236-9222
Residential • Commercial • Industrial



Classifieds To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass(s>dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. Ail ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

ProfessionalService
all your needs...

,f?ssni
THE JEFFERY COMPANY 

BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 734-676-5630

Communil

announcements, events..
Special Notices

FOSTERING LEADERSHIP ACADE
MY: NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING 5/24/21 at 3 p.m., Fostering 
Leadership Academy (Redford, Ml) will host its 2021-2022 academic year budget hearing on May 24, 2021 at 3 
p.m. via Zoom. To access the budget nearing, use Zoom Meeting ID: 872 1382 4738. For inquiries, contact FLA 
at (313) 683-9577.

Updated Date. Budget Hearing Notice, Sigma Academy for Leadership 
& Early Middle College will be holding its annual budget hearing on Sat
urday, May 22, 2021 at 8:30 AM. The meeting will be on ZOOM. The budget is available for public inspection be 
at www.sigmalaemc.org. That and access codes will be posted to the 
website 2 days prior to the meeting. The meeting will be conducted in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.

Great Buys
Garage Sales

neighborly deals...

46611 Barrington Court, Plymouth. Fri & Sat, May 21-22, 9a-4p. Women's 
clothing, shoes, purses, Southern Living, toys, and household items.

Canton, Sunflower sub-wide Garage Sale, May 13-15 Dir: North/South of 
Warren btwn Beck & Canton Center.

1 DAY ONLY
Northville, Garage/Estate, 114 West Street, Michigan, 48167 Wed: 9-3, Thur: 9-3, Loads of antiques and es
tate items. Toys, Instruments, household items, and so much more!! ,Dir: Near Downtown Northville.

Assorted
emsU

all kinds of things...
iSi Cemetery Lots
Glen Eden Luther Memorial Park. 
Garden of Rest, sect 392, block 2. $1,800. Call 231-525-6085

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIEDTO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER

CDL-A DRIVERS WANIED. 3 MONIhS MINIMUM 
EXPERIENCE, EXCElimPAY, BENEFITS SIGN ON 
BONUS, 401k, DEDICATED ROUTES ROMEO AND 
WAVNE DISPATCH, CALL KIRT 586-752-4529 
EXT 1032

MISCELLANEOUS
DENTAL INSURANCE (mm Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage lor 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait1 Call now! Get your ERE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855- 
524-0779 wvM.dental50plus.com/mipress #6258
HELP WANTED - SKILLED TRADES
Wanted Licensed Master Plumber, Licensed 
Electrician needed to join our growing 
mechanical company. We are also seeking 
Plumbers, HVAC, Boiler installers Central 
Michigan company. Call Rick 231-253-8123

Find your 
new job 
HERE!

Advertise your vehicle to thousands 
of readers with an

EFFECTIVE & AFFORDABLE
O&E Media Classified Ad.

Observer & Eccentric
hometownllte.com MEDIA

A GANNETT COMPANY

Call or go online for details or to place your ad today.

800-579-7355 hometownlife.com

jobs. POWERED BY
UnA ZipRecruiter

Your online employment marketplace.
jobs.hometownlife.com ||||)

844.588.9440 0 
MichiganJobs@gannett.com

search tips 
for graduating

coUege seniors
ZipRecruiter.com

If you're a student who is about to
graduate from college, you’re probably 
thinking about joining “the real world” 
and getting your first full-time job.

In your last weeks as a student, you actually 
have a leg up on many other job seekers. Here's 
why:

1. Alumni want to help
Anyone who's ever graduated from college 

knows what it’s like to be in your position. In 
fact, no one knows it better than the people 
who graduated from your school before you. 
And now, many of them run or work at suc
cessful businesses. Alumni are generally open 
to speaking with students, sharing their wis
dom and helping where they can.
Research past graduates who are at compa

nies you're interested in or perform the type 
of work you're looking to pursue. Then reach 
out and request a 15-minute informational 
interview call to ask some questions and get to 
know them.

2. Use your school’s career resources
Most schools have career centers that help 

connect students to job fairs, networking 
events, mock interviews, resume-writing

workshops and more. While the offerings may 
vary, these offices are direct lines to career 
resources and opportunities like alumni 
events, networking groups and other 
ways to stay in touch with alumni.
Sign up for their email lists, follow 

them on social media and offer to 
volunteer with them. Doing so will 
connect you with other engaged 
alumni and help you network with 
them organically.

3. You don’t have experience, 
and no one expects you to
Many college graduates are rightfully con

cerned that they are headed into a job market 
without much real-world work experience. 
This is one of the few situations in life where 
this isn’t only acceptable, it's expected.

Just because you are inexperienced in the job 
market doesn't mean you don't have anything 
to offer. Whether you’re sharing your resume 
with someone or creating a profile on your 
school's alumni website, include any experi
ence you think could be applicable to the type 
of work you're looking to do, such as academic, 
extracurricular, internships or on-campus 
work-study programs. Include anything that 
illustrates your leadership, teamwork, organi
zational abilities and other soft skills that will 
help you stand out in the job market.

JOBS ZipRecruiter Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single dick.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast

ymir at
i d fete. u 5 at o it a y . t o m

LIGHT
MANUFACTURING

Growing company in New Hudson 
has full time positions available. 
Prior manufacturing experience 
preferred. Looking for responsible 
individuals who fake pride in their 
work. Competitive salary and 
benefits. Interested parties should

PERFORMANCE SPRINGS INC

57575 Travis Road,
New Hudson, Ml 48165 
Phone #1-248-486-3372 
Fax #1-248-486-3379 

Email - dave@psisprings.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCIQ571980-01 _________________

SELL IT BUY IT FIND IT
 Place your classified ad today.

" PUT YOUR MOUSE TO WORK I

!
PLACE AN AD IN THE 

I OBSERVER d ECCENTRIC 
CLASSIFIEDS
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Super Crossword REPEATED
NOTES

ACROSS
1 Synagogue 
leader 

6 Mojave 
plant

11 Pinnacle
15 Czech- 

German 
river

19 — Island 
(former 
immigration 
gateway)

20 Carpentry 
rod

21 With
71-Across, 
act all- 
powerful

22 Usual thing
23 Many 

supermarket 
entrances

25 Glass sheet
26 Large mop
27 Ruhr article
28 With gusto
29 Chilean 

money
30 Kagan 

on the 
high bench

31 Big hit
32 Collect 

deserved 
benefits

34 Crime boss 
John

37 Roll 
out, as 
a flag

40 Flood zone 
protections

41 Long strip 
of high-end 
shops along 
a road

44 — -fi
46 Water swirl
47 Pottery base
48 Satire device
49 “Beetle” of 

comics
52 Jewel box 

contents
53 1986-2001 

space station
54 Swell out
55 Lock horns
60 Mauna — 

Observatory
61 Uncles, e.g.
62 “Charlie’s 

Angels” 
co-star

65 Notwith
standing

67 Jungle jaunts
68 More cruel
69 Many a 

metal alloy, 
chemically

71 See
21-Across

72 Turin-to-Milan 
dir.

73 Tendency
74 Like ruled 

paper
75 Part of ABA
76 24/7 care 

ctrs.

77 “Goodness!”
79 Singer Cole
81 Meat cut
83 Magnetism
87 Ireland’s — 

Lingus
88 Bright blue 

gem
90 Book before 

Jeremiah
92 Semi engine
94 — beat 

(falter slightly)
95 What you can 

hear from an 
audible clock

98 Garbage
101 Put in a tomb
102 Torchiere, 

e.g.
103 Ineffective
105 Block of

history
108 Fashion’s von 

Furstenberg
109 Cakewalk
110 Yoga pose 

with hands 
and feet on 
the floor

112 Artful dodge
113 Son of Adam 

and Eve
114 Fuse
115“—Meenie”

(2010 hit 
song)

116 Floored it
117 Nothing but
118 Swamp 

critter

119 Repeated 
musical 
sequence in 
this puzzle

DOWN
1 Funny Foxx
2 First-aid plant
3 Make fuzzy
4 Spill-catching 
neckwear

5 Like Iran’s 
religion

6 — Ababa, 
Ethiopia

7 A genial 
mood

8 Missing Gl
9 Really
10 Overhead 

trains
11 Magnetism
12 Purse part
13 Estate house
14 Face part
15 Place in 

bondage
16 Devalued
17 Not generic
18 Emissary’s 

residence
24 Mendes of 

“Hitch”
29 For every
30 She-sheep
31 Doesn’t

go32 Feel regret 
about

33 Novelist 
Wiesel

34 Truck and 
SUV maker

35 Common 
painting 
medium

36 Suitable to be 
bartered

38 Diarist Anai's
39 Aviate
42 Restricts
43 Journalist 

Burnett
44 Audible 

exhalations
45 Musical 

symbol
49 Donkey
50 Writer Locke
51 Swerved
54 Interweave
56 Big TV brand
57 Bigheaded
58 Knives, e.g.
59 To be, in 

Arles
60 Make it
61 Little buddy
62 Animal life
63 Succeeding
64 Ethically 

indifferent
66 Ruhr article
67 More artful
70 Antique, 

quaintly
71 Lasses
75 Made an 

intrinsic part of
76 “Popeye” 

cartoonist 
Segar

78 Violinist 
Hilary

79 Step in ballet
80 Oafish type
82 Actress 

Vardalos
83 People 

showing 
sympathy

84 Exhausting
85 Milk sugar
86 Analogized
88 Actor Bruce
89 Electric 

current 
units

91 Be televised
92 Chin feature
93 Bratty tot
96 Small world?
97 Less feral
99 Oar wielder
100 “This — 

surprise!”
103 Actress 

Chaplin of 
“Game of 
Thrones”

104 Tease
105 Saucy Aussie 

“Dame”
106 Stir up, as 

waters
107 ‘The African 

Queen” 
scriptwriter 
James

109 He-sheep
110 Used a 

shovel
111 Yr. ender

1 2 3 4 6

19 1

23

27 28

16 17 18

22

26

46

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
6 2 4 8

9 7 2
4 1 3

8 3 7
3 5 6

7 2 1 5
3 5 2 8

8 4 7
9 6 4

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

PZ2ZA TIME
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

B L W 
A C I 

R P 
U 
S 
T

E P 
L C

A
D

F
AE 

P 
P 
E
R H A M 

T S O S T A
O O N U U L

T I M B L
S U Y M O
E F C L L
P J I C H
A V O X E
E U B A K
M N O C A

O U N 
I U A

M K 
A C

E
S
F
E
T
A
S

S B N R 
O M R M K G R
R E S E K N A

L 
T

T
V 
E 
H 
T
V 
P

E G 
O H 
A F

N 
G 
X 
I
C I 
E C 
B R

P
R
N
G
A
R
L

I D B K
P D S W 
P E S E 
O H 
T C

H
I
S
A
S

I
A 
L 
E 
L 
F 
E

P T N 
O O N 
Z I E 
P M L 
R U R 
M U I 
SUP

C
L
A
J
R
E
H
A
S
C
I
D
D
R

E V Y 
C N A 
O O D 

N 
N 
E 
N

A Y 
H M 
N M 
T S 
L N 

V A O 
E S I 
N E N 
E M O 
E M E

K E 
I A 
R G 
H S
Y
Y 
C 
A 
O

ANCHOVIES
BACON
BAKE
BASE
BASIL
BOX
CHEDDAR
CHEESE
CHICKEN
CHILLI
CRUST
CUT
DELIVERY
FENNEL
FETA
FLOUR
GARLIC
HAM
HOT
ITALIAN
KNIFE
LARGE
MEAT
MEDIUM
MELTING
MUSHROOMS
OLIVES
ONIONS
OVEN
PARMESAN
PEPPERONI
PEPPERS
PESTO

PINEAPPLE
SALT
SAUCE
SEAFOOD
SLICE
SMALL
SPINACH
SUPREME
TOMATOES
TOPPINGS
VEGETARIAN

ANSWER KEY
f

os

A O a 3 ■ 1 0 s
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a N 3 b 1
a 1 T 0 s
i 3 9 1 V
» V o 1

S a om
A V 1 0

0 V b 1 \N
i 1 i o 0

b 3 a
n O a

n 3
9 V b

SA3MSUV

awx-L \rx:TEx«i
e p s 9 z 8 6 I- z
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NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
GO RHINO!

OFF
Pie-Season Special 
Book Now and Save!

(Expires 5/31/21)

IT’S HOT PAINT
1 ft S#C 1 1 EiIs
Ceramic based coating that 
won’t chip, crack, or peel 
with a 25 year warranty.

Call to Schedule a FREE Estimate!

734-386-0891
Free Estimate No Hassle Consultation

Outdoor Painting Only
LO-GCI0634878-02

LeafXFilter
GUTTER
PROTECTION

INSTALLS ON NEW 
& EXISTING GUTTERS

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

MESgSgaR pij
•» z -1

1C o/o OFF
1 I - J YOUR ENTIRE 
■ PURCHASE*

QOA OPC TOTHEFIRST/O KJ I ■ 50 CALLERS ONLY**
------ Yr ^ ☆ -------------------

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
Promo Code: 364

’Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

in % OFF
I U SENIORS & MILITARY I ON TOP OF THE 15%!

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

O :Y

Hanger
New or Existing 
Gutters

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS LIFETIME

WARRANTY
A COMPANY OFttJLHS

CALL US TODAY FORV* A FREE ESTIMATE
•The leasing consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LeafRlter as the '* 1 rated professionally installed 
gutter guard system in America." ‘For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for i year. •♦Must present at time of estimate. See 

Representative for full warranty details- Manufactured in Plamwell. Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group In Ohio.
CSLB# 1035795 DOPL *10783658-5501 License* 7656 License* 50145 License* 41354 License* 99338 License* 128344 License* 218294 
License* 603 233 977 License* 2102212986 License* 2106212946 License* 27051321S3A License* LEAFFNW822JZ License* WV056912 

License* WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License* H01067000 Registration* 176447 Registration* HIC.064990S Registration* C127229 Registration* C127230 
Registration* 366920918 Registration* PC6475 Registration* IR731804 Registration* 13VH09953900 Registration* PA069383 Suffolk HIC License* 52229-H

License* 2705169445 License* 262000022

* Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl Plank, and 
Laminate, basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of 
permanently affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 06/06/21. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today, LLC

Work with your New Bath Today Gum to design your KOHLER® LuxStone™ 
Walk-In system. Your Guru makes designing your dream shower or bath easy. 
They will help you create a space suited to your needs—with exquisite features 

all bearing the Kohler name—and install it hassle-free.
Walk-In System Guru

$500off 0% FINANCING FOR

LuxStone Walls ^ 24 MOS.313-241-9145

A NEW BATH

ITT?

‘Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only. Free NBT 
Pivot door with shower purchase only. Door installed in shower only. Financing available for qualified buyers only.LO-GCI0640764-03


