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Four file for Westland mayor
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The race to be mayor of Westland is 
already looking crowded.

One week ahead of the filing dead­
line, four candidates already submitted 
the proper paperwork to run for the

Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The workplace readiness skills spe­
cial needs students at Garfield Commu­
nity School in Livonia focus on changed 
during the pandemic. Suddenly, stu­
dents were unable to learn in work-

elected position: William Asper, Daniel 
Beier, Edward Pruett and Bill Wild. Wild 
is the city's current mayor and is seek­
ing a fourth term.

According to City Clerk Richard Le- 
Blanc, four candidates is “definitely,, 
more than the race usually sees. Once, 
elected, the mayor serves for four years

places like Meijer or Livonia City Hall as 
they usually would.

But Amy Munday, a teacher at the 
school, had an idea: teach students to 
refurbish old furniture in-house. So the 
Skill-ful Designs class was born. Stu­
dents refurbish old furniture that the 
public can buy online at the Skill-ful De-

and makes $121,574 annually.
Candidates have until 4 p.m. April 

20 to file for mayor or council and can 
withdraw by 4 p.m. April 23. If the 
mayor’s race continues to have three or 
more candidates, voters will be asked

See MAYOR, Page 2A

signs Facebook page.
Tm a wannabe Joanna Gaines, like 

every other suburban woman,” Mun­
day said. “My husband and I are big 
do-it-yourself people, so I had a lot of 
background information. But it’s been

See SKILLS, Page 2A

Road work 
throughout 
Farmington 
area set to 
begin soon
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It’s that time of year again.
Those who live in or drive through 

Farmington and Farmington Hills can 
expect a few major road improvement 
projects as temperatures warm up. 
Once projects begin in April and May, 
the road work season generally 
stretches into November.

Here’s what drivers can look out for 
this construction season:

Farmington Hills

A mild winter and a warm, dry 
spring allowed Farmington Hills to fin­
ish its road improvements ahead of 
schedule in 2020. The city is hoping 
for a repeat this year.

“If anything, last year we were able 
to complete our projects in record time 
because there weren’t any people real­
ly using the roadways,” said Karen 
Mondora, the city’s director of public 
services. “We had a great year last year 
and we’re off to an early start again 
this year so we’re optimistic that we’ll 
have success again.”

Drivers may have already noticed 
work on 11 Mile Road between Middle- 
belt and Inkster. The $3.4 million pro­
ject will completely rehabilitate the 
road and should wrap up in Septem­
ber.

In July, the Road Commission of 
Oakland County will replace the as­
phalt on part of 12 Mile Road between 
Farmington and Orchard Lake. The 
$1.75 million project will be mostly cov­
ered by federal funds and is expected 
to go through November. Farmington 
Hills will pick up 10% of the bill.

“They plan to do a major rehabilita­
tion of that segment,” Mondora said.

Some local roads in Farmington 
Hills will also get some TLC this year:

• Stone Creek and Westlake Subdi­
vision: Concrete replacement and curb 
repairs will come to Fink Avenue, Tuck 
Road, Stockton Drive, Ashley Drive, 
Montclair Drive, Glenmoor Heights 
and Astor Drive. The work will be done 
between May and September.

• Indianbrook Subdivision: Crews 
will lay hot mix asphalt throughout the

See ROAD WORK, Page 3A

Skill-ful Designs student Ryan Patrick adds some varnish to a side table, john heider/hometownlife.com

Students hone DIY skills 
in pandemic-inspired class

Livonia cancels vaccine appointments over J&J concerns
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Amid federal recommendations that 
clinics pause use of Johnson & John­
son’s coronavirus vaccine, Livonia is 
canceling some appointments at its 
city-run clinic.

Residents scheduled to receive a vac­
cine at the Livonia senior center

Wednesday were originally expected to 
receive a Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
but will receive the first dose of Pfizer’s 
coronavirus vaccine instead. Residents 
will come back May 5 for their second 
dose.

The city canceled all appointments 
for residents scheduled to get a vaccine 
Friday due to supply shortage. Livonia’s 
clinic is completely dependent on how

much vaccine it receives from Wayne 
County.

“Those with appointments for Friday 
will be contacted by email with informa­
tion about vaccination and scheduling 
opportunities,” a statement from the 
city reads.

The Food and Drug Administration 
and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommended a pause in

administration of Johnson & Johnson’s 
single-dose vaccine after six cases of 
“rare and severe” blood clots following 
vaccination were reported in the United 
States.

According to the FDA, all six cases 
were in women aged 18 to 48 and hap­
pened between six and 13 days after vac­
cination.

stankersle@hometownlife. com
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COVID-19 cases surge 14 percent in Michigan

Seniors wait in line for their turn to receive COVID-19 vaccinations outside the 
Livonia City Park Senior Center, john heider/hometownlife.com

Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

New coronavirus cases leaped in 
Michigan in the week ending Sunday, 
rising 14% as 51,512 cases were reported. 
The previous week had 45,192 new 
cases of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked first among the 
states where coronavirus was spreading 
the fastest on a per-person basis, a USA 
TODAY Network analysis of Johns Hop­
kins University data shows. In the latest 
week the United States added 490,277 
reported cases of coronavirus, an in­
crease of 10.3% from the week before. 
Across the country, 35 states had more 
cases in the latest week than they did in 
the week before.

Many states did not report cases on 
Easter. That will make some state-te­
state comparisons inaccurate, and also 
some in-state week-to-week compari­
sons inaccurate.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly 
outbreaks on a per-person basis were in 
St. Clair, Huron and Sanilac counties. 
Adding the most new cases overall were 
Wayne County, with 10,198 cases; Oak­
land County, with 6,452 cases; and Ma­
comb County, with 6,070. Weekly case 
counts rose in 67 counties from the pre­
vious week. The worst increases from 
the prior week’s pace were in Wayne, 
Oakland and Genesee counties.

Michigan ranked 30th among states 
in share of people receiving at least one 
shot, with 35% of its residents at least

partially vaccinated. The national rate is 
35.9%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC 
data shows.

In the week ending Sunday, Michigan 
reported administering another 647,780 
vaccine doses, compared to 633,463 the 
week before that. In all, Michigan re­
ported it has administered 5,496,030 
doses.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 15 
counties, with the best declines in Ma­
comb, Ingham and Monroe counties.

In Michigan, 304 people were report­
ed dead of COVID-19 in the week ending 
Sunday. In the week before that, 212 
people were reported dead.
A total of820,404 people in Michigan 

have tested positive for the coronavirus 
since the pandemic began, and 17,563 
people have died from the disease, 
Johns Hopkins University data shows. 
In the United States 31,197,873 people 
have tested positive and 562,066 people 
have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity coronavirus data, cases and deaths 
for the Michigan Department of Correc­
tions and the Federal Correctional Insti­
tution separately from Michigan coun­
ties.

The USA TODAY Network is publish­
ing localized versions of this story on its 
news sites across the country, generated 
with data from Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity and the Centers for Disease Control. 
If you have questions about the data or 
the story, contact Mike Stucka at 
mstucka@gannett. com.

Mayor
Continued from Page 1A

to cast ballots in a primary election 
Aug. 3 to narrow the pool to two candi­
dates before the November vote.

With four open seats in this year’s 
election, the city council race would 
need nine candidates to require a pri­
mary. So far, five people have filed: An­
gela Anderson, Michael Delph, Jim 
Godbout, Jon Haddad and Jim Hart. 
Godbout and Hart are already on coun­
cil.

The top three finishers will serve 
four-year terms, and the fourth candi­
date will serve for two years. Once a 
new board is seated each cycle, mem­
bers choose a council president and 
president pro tern from among them­
selves. Annually, the president makes 
$18,247, the president pro tern makes 
$17,802 and the other council mem­
bers are paid $17,368.

Some Westland voters will also be 
asked to vote May 4 on a $186 million 
bond proposal requested by Livonia 
Public Schools. Livonia’s district in­
cludes part of Westland.

LeBlanc encouraged eligible resi­
dents who have not registered to vote 
to do so as soon as possible.

“There’s really no advantage to 
waiting until the last minute to try and 
register to vote,” he said.

The city is expecting a high volume 
of absentee ballots this year, and Le­
Blanc said his office is always looking 
for election workers. People can apply 
to be an election worker at cityofwest- 
land.com/234/Election-Workers.

“Most people in Westland who are 
choosing to vote are voting with an ab­
sentee ballot,” LeBlanc said. “Our 
number have never been higher than 
they are today.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.
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Students use the Skill-ful Designs woodworking shop, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

Skill-ful Designs student Wolfgang Mueller smiles as he sands a small table at 
Garfield Community School.

Skills
Continued from Page 1A

great because I’ve been learning along­
side the students.”

All proceeds go toward funding 
events for Garfield students.

“It helps fund our activities,” Munday 
said. “We’ll typically go bowling or have 
events like dances or parties in our 
building. We usually have those funded 
through a craft show, so this has been a 
great way to stay involved in our com­
munity.”

Garfield, also called the Western 
Wayne Skill Center, is a program for 
special needs young adults run by Livo­
nia Public Schools. Young adults across 
the region take advantage of the pro­
gram.
Munday said the class is working on 

several pieces of furniture at anytime 
and some need more TLC than others. 
Wolfgang Mueller, a student in the 
course, said he’s enjoyed rebuilding a 
table the class is currently working on. 
Yazan Al-Dasouqi, another student, en­
joys painting furniture the most.

While the class is a good time for all 
parties involved, it also centers on giv­
ing students independence and work­
place skills. Every course at Garfield, 
10218 Arthur, keeps that goal in mind.

“Everything that we do has the objec­
tive to teach them work skills,” Patrick 
Mies, the school’s principal, said. 
“We’re not necessarily teaching them to 
be woodworkers, but we are teaching 
them to follow directions, work with 
others, problem solve and ask for help 
when they need it.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.
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Merriman, Schoolcraft among Livonia road projects

Merriman Road looking north from Joy in Livonia. Road improvements are 
coming to the intersection, in addition to a dedicated left-turn signal which 
should reduce collisions at the busy crossing, john heider/hometownlife.com

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

This year is going to be a busy one for 
road work in Livonia.

“There’s lots of activity out in Livonia 
with construction this year,” Todd Zilin- 
cik, the city’s engineer, said.

Local roads, sidewalks and some of 
the city’s busiest roads will receive 
patching and major repairs this con­
struction season, which usually con­
tinues through mid-November.

Here’s some of the major projects 
drivers should look out for this year:

Merriman Road between 
Plymouth and Joy

Thursday, Wayne County is expected 
to start a $780,000 rehabilitation of the 
busy stretch of Merriman Road between 
Plymouth and Joy roads. The city will 
pick up about 9% of that cost.

Construction is expected to wrap up 
in July, and landscape rehabilitation 
will finish in August. The road will be ac­
cessible to drivers throughout the pro­
ject’s duration, but people can expect 
lane closures and additional traffic.

“The goal is to have it done by Aug. 31 
with restoration before school starts 
back up in the fall,” Zilincik said. “But 
drivers in that area should seek alter­
nate routes.”

Livonia and Wayne County are also 
looking to add a left turn signal at the 
Merriman and Joy intersection. The 
spot has seen many vehicle crashes over

the years, and Zilincik said there’s a de­
sire to make it safer for the young drivers 
heading to the nearby Franklin High 
School.

“The project that’s getting done now 
will not include that signal,” Zilincik 
said. “We’re working with Wayne Coun­
ty to improve that intersection and 
modernize that signal. They’re looking 
to seek some funds from the state to im­
prove that signal. Obviously, we’ve had 
numerous concerns about that light.”

Zilincik said residents can expect 
that signal’s improvement this fall or 
early 2022.

Schoolcraft Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

The Great Lakes Water Authority 
started a water main replacement on 
Schoolcraft Road last year and will wrap 
work up this year. This year’s work, 
which is of no cost to the city, is happen­
ing between Middlebelt and Inkster 
roads and will mostly affect westbound 
drivers.
GLWA already started work in front 

of Cloverlanes Bowl, which is near 
Schoolcraft and Merriman. Zilincik said 
construction will move east toward Ink­

ster and then west toward Middlebelt.
The work also affects drivers in Red- 

ford Township, where GLWA is replac­
ing the same water main line between 
Inkster and Beech Daly roads.

“It started last year and is supposed 
to be a two-year project,” Zilincik said. 
“They’re trying to nip it in the bud on 
Bedford’s side and then they'll hopefully 
finish up with us later this year.”

Local road, sidewalk 
improvements

Livonia will spend $4.9 on concrete 
road improvements and $3.5 million in 
asphalt repairs in 2021. Together, those 
costs will impact 58 local road seg­
ments.

The city is also planning to spend 
$678,000 on sidewalk improvements 
this year.

Most of Livonia’s busiest roads, how­
ever, are under Wayne County’s juris­
diction. Zilincik said the city is contin­
ually working with the county to bring 
road dollars to the city. Next year, Zilin­
cik said one of administration’s goals is 
to get work done along Farmington 
Road.

“This year, we’re looking to get a 
meeting with the county to discuss 
some locations to help improve our 
partnership and what we can do to work 
together to improve our roads,” he said.

Residents wanting to stay-up-to date 
on lane and road closures can sign up for 
alerts at livonia.gov/64/Emergency- 
Alert.

Road work
Continued from Page 1A

subdivision. The city has not deter­
mined a timeline for this project yet.

• Warner’s Woodland & Farmington 
Gardens: Residents will see asphalt re­
placement and driveway repairs. A 
timeline hasn’t been set for this work 
yet.

• Richland Gardens: Residents will 
continue to be affected by a watermain 
replacement that began in February and

should wrap up in June.
• Heritage Hills and Wedgewood 

Commons Subdivision: During the first 
of a two-phase project, Heritage Hills 
Drive, Hitching Post Court, Sutter’s Hill 
Court, Perry’s Crossing, Carriage Hill 
Road, Hunters Whip Lane north of Heri­
tage Hills, and Oak Valley Drive north of 
Heritage Hills will see concrete replace­
ment. Work will start in May and go 
through September.

• Parkhill Boulevard: About 3,000 
feet of the gravel will be replaced with 
asphalt. Work will start in June and go 
through September.

Farmington

The smaller of the two neighboring 
communities, Farmington plans only 
one major road project in 2021. Oakland 
Street between Grand River and Gill will 
be completely reconstructed between 
June and November. The project will 
cost about $1.2 million.

“That will include water main re­
placement on the whole length of the 
street,” Chuck Eudy, the city’s superin­
tendent of public works, said. “We’re 
going to try and replace the road but 
keep it looking exactly the way it does

now. It will all just be improved.”
Smaller projects include patching on 

Smithfield Road and on Farmington 
Road between Oakland and Shiawas­
see. That section of Farmington will 
close for about two weeks in May while 
work happens.

Farmington will also continue side­
walk improvements in neighborhoods 
and around city hall. The city will spend 
about $200,000 on sidewalks this year.

“We’re going to continue with side­
walk improvements, primarily in the 
Warner Farms subdivision area,” Eudy 
said.



State rep. released from jail pending 
investigation of accident on 1-96
Paul Egan and Kayla Daugherty
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

LANSING - A state representative 
was released April 7 after a night in the 
Livingston County Jail and faces possi­
ble charges following a April 6 vehicle 
accident, a county sheriff’s office offi­
cial said.

Rep. Jewell Jones, 25, D-Inkster, was 
released “pending additional investiga­
tion,” following the Tuesday crash on 
Interstate 96 near Fowlerville, said Un­
dersheriff Jeffrey Warder.
An arraignment was delayed, Warder 

said.

Michigan State Police confirmed the 
incident without naming Jones, who 
was identified by multiple sources.

“I can confirm troopers from the 
Michigan State Police Brighton Post 
were dispatched to a crash in Livingston 
County along 1-96 last night, Tuesday, 
April 6,” MSP spokeswoman Lori Dou- 
govito said. “The resulting investigation 
led to the arrest of a 25-year-old male 
from Inkster.

“The report has been submitted to 
the Livingston County Prosecutor’s Of­
fice for review.”

Further details were not immediately 
available from the Michigan State Po­
lice, which made the arrest, or the Liv-

Singston County Sheriff’s 
Office, which assisted at 
the scene.

The Livingston Coun­
ty Prosecutor’s Office 
confirmed it is reviewing 

Jones a file related to Jones.
“The matter is under 

investigation and it would not be appro­
priate to provide any further comment,” 
the office said in a prepared statement.
A phone call and an email to the legis­

lative office of Jones, who is in his third 
term, were not immediately returned.

House Minority Leader Donna Lasin- 
ski, D-Scio Township, said her office 
was still gathering information about

what happened late Wednesday after­
noon.

“Given this is an active investigation, 
we will not be offering further comment 
until we get additional facts,” she said.

In 2018, Jones was pulled over by 
Michigan State Police on 1-94 for speed­
ing, window tint and having an ob­
structed license plate, the Dearborn 
Press & Guide reported.

During the traffic stop, troopers 
found open intoxicants in the car. Nei­
ther Jones nor any of his passengers 
were drunk, but alcohol was open in the 
car, which is a misdemeanor, MSP 
spokeswoman Shanon Banner told the 
newspaper.

Farmington Public Schools’ Lewis Schulman Administrative Center on Shiawassee, john heider/hometownlife.com

Parent of special-needs student files 
lawsuit against Farmington schools
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A mother is suing the Farmington 
school district, former Superintendent 
Robert Herrera and a special education 
teacher, claiming problems with her 
son’s experiences at Kenbrook Elemen­
tary School.

Dana Lambeth-Greer said in the fed­
eral complaint filed April 2 that her spe­
cial needs African-American son has a 
cognitive impairment and Down syn­
drome, which put him in the care of a 
special education teacher in October 
2019, when he was in the fourth grade.

The teacher “thought (he) was going 
to throw a card on the floor, so she 
grabbed his arm,” the suit stated. “Then 
she walked him to his desk. She con­
tinued to dig her fingernails into (his) 
arm. She refused to let go of (him).”

Lambeth-Greer could not be reached 
for comment, but her attorney Dionne 
Webster-Cox emphasized that her cli­
ent took her son to an urgent care facil­
ity immediately after Jordan laid a hand 
on him. She said medical professionals 
confirmed that he had scratch marks on 
his arm.

The lawsuit alleges the child has 
demonstrated aggression issues ever 
since the incident with the teacher. He’s 
seen psychologists and psychiatrists for 
evaluations.

“He’s not the same child that he was

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Redford Township couple must pay 
a combined $4,000 in fees and remain 
on probation for five years because their 
son shot their daughter.
A Third Circuit judge sentenced Jon- 

claude Norwood, 28, on April 8. He re­

prior to the incident,” said Webster-Cox, 
who was retained in January.

Lambeth-Greer is suing on grounds 
of excessive force, municipal liability, 
discrimination due to her child’s dis­
abilities, discrimination due to his race, 
gross negligence and assault and bat­
tery.

“It’s everything,” said Webster-Cox, 
acknowledging that the lawsuit is alleg­
ing several different types of transgres­
sions including school policies. “It just 
isn’t right. The problem is it’s still going 
on.”

Lambeth-Greer is asking for $1 mil­
lion in damages for each of the six 
counts and for a judge to issue a prelimi­
nary injunction that would require the 
district and the superintendent to forbid 
corporal punishment.

The lawsuit alleged the teacher’s hold 
on the child left him with raised and 
peeling skin. It also stated the teacher 
attempted to wash the boy’s arm with 
soap and warm water and later indicat­
ed she was unaware how the student 
was injured.

District officials declined to com­
ment.

Herrera, who resigned as superinten­
dent effective January citing online and 
public harassment as reasons, con­
tinues working with the school district 
in an advisory role through June.

The suit included a March 6, 2020, 
email from Herrera to “Dr. Greer” where-

ceived the same sentence as Melissa 
Kiser, also 28. They both pleaded guilty 
to a count of second-degree child abuse. 
A second count of the same charge was 
dismissed.

According to police, officers were dis­
patched to the 26500 block of Plymouth 
Road, near Southwestern Highway, 
shortly after 1:30 a.m. July 6 because a

by he mentioned her concerns after 
the district investigated the teacher’s 
supervision.

In the lawsuit, Lambeth-Greer 
claimed Herrera was admitting flaws 
and needs for change when composing 
the email.

The lawsuit said her son was sus­
pended twice after the October 2019 
incident presented in the lawsuit and 
now suffers from post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Lambeth-Greer blamed the district, 
Herrera and the teacher for her son’s 
increased challenges and the neces­
sary evaluations. She also said the 
teacher contributed to the district’s 
suspension rate for African-American 
special education students.

The plaintiff included a 2019 district 
report that said the suspension rate for 
that subgroup has been disproportion­
ate for seven of the previous 11 years.

Webster-Cox said the point of the 
suit is that the teacher, whether she 
was poorly trained or just having a bad 
day, made the special education stu­
dent part of that disproportionate sta­
tistic.

“It’s not cool,” the attorney said. 
“If s not the thing to do. Figure out an­
other way. Walk away.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.

child was accidentally shot.
A bullet apparently grazed the 

child’s head and police then said she 
should be OK. Her younger brother had 
found the gun.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.

Police find 
barricaded 
gunman 
dead in 
Redford
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A barricaded gunman was found 
dead from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound when a Western Wayne County 
SWAT team entered a Redford Town­
ship home.
He had been embroiled in domestic 

drama for hours, according to a Red­
ford Township police report.

Police said a female visited depart­
ment headquarters April 11 to say her 
boyfriend had punched her in the face 
at about midnight.

He also fired a handgun into the 
ceiling of the Lucerne Street home 
northwest of Beech Daly and Ply­
mouth Road before leaving the scene.

The female also reported that she 
later learned he planned to start her 
Detroit house on fire. A neighbor and 
Detroit police confirmed a blaze at the 
home.

Township police visited Lucerne in 
hopes of making contact with the un­
named suspect. He was there but 
warned police not to come inside.

The suspect fired a handgun into 
the ceiling while officers were on the 
scene. The SWAT team arrived and at­
tempted negotiations.

They entered after several hours 
without contact.

svela@hometownlife. com

Canton man 
admits to sexually 
exploiting child
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton resident Shailesh Patel 
pleaded guilty April 7 to a federal count 
of sexually exploiting a child.

Patel, 53, agreed in a U.S. District 
Court Zoom hearing 
that he was able to get a 
child to use a cell phone 
to capture sexually ex­
plicit images.
He faces the possi­

bility of decades in pris­
on when he is sen- Patel 
tenced July 20.

By that time, he’ll also have been 
sentenced in Wayne County’s Third 
Circuit Court, where he has pleaded 
guilty to four of 18 criminal sexual con­
duct charges.

His Third Circuit sentencing date is 
set for May 28. Patel could spend 15-35 
years in prison for a first-degree CSC 
charge, nine to 15 years for two second- 
degree CSC charges and probation for 
a fourth-degree CSC charge.

According to prosecutors, Patel was 
married to a youth director at BAPS 
Shri Swaminarayan Mandir temple 
and sexually abused children visiting 
their home about 15 years ago.
A young woman has told FBI inves­

tigators that she was abused by Patel 
at his home, in his car and at their tem­
ple. According to the temple’s website, 
it has closed because of the pandemic.

Redford Township couple sentenced in gun incident
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
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BIOMEDICAL INNOVATION IS ENDING THE PANDEMIC AND REBUILDING OUR ECONOMY:
SO WHY ARE WE TRYING TO STIFLE IT?

If government prlee getting on m§die!n©§, like H,R, 3, hiel been 
enacted: 1 million American Jobs would have been lost and 90% 
Fewer New Medicines would have made their way to Patients.

Here in Michigan,

this means thousands of patients losing access to new 
life-saving treatments and the loss of

20,352 jobs and $5.4 billion
in economic output each year

Government price setting has failed in other countries, and if 
enacted here, will hurt our ability to discover lifesaving 

treatments and respond to future health crises like COVID-19.

Congress to support the hopes 
of patients in Michigan who are 
desperately waiting for new 
medicines and vaccines and...

Take Action at SaveCures.com

CSBA
Council of Slate Bioscience Associations

PAID FOR BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE BIOSCIENCE ASSOCIATIONS
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Lyon family adjusts to life months after plane crash

Danielle Mudzwova said the plane struck the ground in her neighbor’s yard before smashing against her family’s home on 
Dakota Drive in Lyon Township in January. All three people on the plane were killed in the crash, submitted photos

Pride Mudzwova, left, with his his wife, Danielle, and their children Seraphina, 4, 
and Nyasha, 2.

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Spring 2021 is like no other for the 
young Mudzwova family.

Instead of planting seeds and watch­
ing them take root in their Lyon Town­
ship garden, they’re moving forward 
with plans to raze their ruined Dakota 
Drive domicile.

They want the claws of construction 
equipment to rip at every sooty, melted 
or burnt residual reminding them of 
Jan. 2, the day a plane crashed into their 
home of nearly a decade, killing a North- 
ville family of three.

From their original basement foun­
dation, they’ll rebuild. The long-term 
project won’t come easy.

“It’s very stressful,” Danielle Mudz­
wova said. “When you think about 
building a house, it’s usually something 
that you’ve been preparing for. You’re 
excited. You’ve got all these ideas and 
images and, you know, you’re going to 
have fun with it.

“Building was always an option for 
us, but that’s like five to 10 years down 
the road. I don’t want to think about it 
right now. I feel like I don’t have any en­
ergy to give to it at this point. We’re be­
ing forced to go through it.”

A loud plane

The holidays were barely over when 
Seraphina, 4, and Nyasha, 2, came 
downstairs from an afternoon nap.

Along with their parents Pride and 
Danielle, they prepared to cuddle up in 
the living room to watch “Shrek 2”. They 
had already seen the first fable about the 
grumpy ogre who falls in love with a 
princess.

“We were sitting there trying to find 
the movie and it happened,” Danielle 
Mudzwova said. “I remember hearing 
the airplane. It was really loud.”

They were accustomed to small 
planes flying overhead since they lived 
in a subdivision near the Oakland/ 
Southwest Airport. However, this vol­
ume caused Mudzwova to turn to her 
husband, who was sitting to her left.

“There was a big boom,” she con­
tinued. “A split second later, it was like 
our dining room exploded into the kitch­
en. I knew that a plane had crashed, but 
I thought it had just crashed in our back­
yard and exploded the windows into the 
house.”

They escaped through a sliding door 
that led to their back yard. Pride Mudz­
wova returned briefly to grab the extin­
guisher under the kitchen sink to put 
out the giant flames.

Then he obeyed his wife’s orders to 
abandon their home. A small Piper 
plane was sticking out of the house.

The plane exploded more than once.
Neighbors removed the children from 

the horrific nightmare.
Firefighters swarmed their property 

to douse the fire.
In time, Pride and Danielle Mudzwo­

va would learn the plane crash killed a 
family: David Compo, his wife Michele 
and their son Dawson. They were re­
turning from Georgia.

“I wasn’t expecting it to be an entire 
family. That was really hard,” Danielle 
Mudzwova, a labor and delivery nurse 
for The University of Michigan, said. 
“The first initial thought once we were 
out was, ‘I know that there is somebody 
in that plane that is dying right in front 
of our eyes.’

“The whole half of the house was en­
gulfed within seconds. There was no 
way for anybody to even get close to the 
house, let alone help them.”

She and her husband walked through 
the wreckage of their home that night. It 
looked like a volcano exploded. Fire­
fighters would remind Danielle Mudz­
wova that the belongings she consid­
ered taking, like a hairbrush, were 
health risks because of their smoke 
damage.

Pictures were gone. Heirlooms were 
destroyed. Baby stuff, their cat, memen­
toes of their family vacations ... gone.

The plane’s explosions and resulting 
fire had gobbled up half of the house, 
leaving the remnants clear for cold win­
ter air.

“It was gone. That side of the house is 
just totally disintegrated almost,” Dan­
ielle Mudzwova said. “The other side of 
the house is covered with a thick layer of 
just black ash and smoke. Everything 
that could melt is melted. It was so hot, 
even if it didn’t burn, it melted. It was a 
really hot, fast fire.”

Life goes on

There were things to do, insurance 
agents to take through the home and 
therapy to seek, considering the threat 
that the family survived.

They rented a home in Novi. Three 
months later, the family has adjusted.

They still miss their home where

Pride Mudzwova had a built a sound­
proof basement studio for producing 
music and studying for a doctorate de­
gree in nurse anesthesia.

His wife misses their back yard 
where the family grew vegetables, in­
cluding corn. Seraphina liked to visit the 
garden, munching on spinach, carrots 
or green beans.

Of course, the children miss their 
friends. They’ve made new ones and 
have filled hours by running back and 
forth from yard to yard, smiling and

*}

laughing as they navigate an obstacle 
course of playsets and trampolines.

Their trauma comes to the fore when 
they talk about the crash, which is often 
enough to concern their parents.

Nyasha tends to tell people his house 
is broken and his daddy will fix it. Ser­
aphina watched her home burn from a 
neighbor’s window and likes to revisit 
with her mother the smoke, colors, 
noises and other details from the day 
that changed their lives.

Danielle Mudzwova said she imag-
i, h

ines worst-case scenarios - like what 
would have happened if the children 
were in another room when the plane 
crashed or if she had gone back inside to 
get the cat.

“I’ve definitely been feeling a lot more 
anxious,” she said. “I’ve had several 
panic attacks It’s getting easier. (But) 
it’s a struggle.”

Rebuilding

The Mudzwovas moved into their Da­
kota Drive home around the time they 
married.

It was a nice house in good condition 
and not too far from where they worked. 
Their children, the couple knew, would 
attend good South Lyon schools.

While the residence wasn’t their for­
ever home, they could remain comfort­
able there for quite some time.

Then the decades-old plane crashed. 
In a preliminary report, the National 
Transportation Safety Board cited some 
key decisions and lack of training as 
possible causes.

Their Dakota Drive neighborhood 
and their response to the fire inspired 
the Mudzwovas to consider building a 
new home on top of their foundation.

“I feel like, before we even talked 
about it, we kind of just knew that we 
wanted to rebuild there,” Danielle 
Mudzwova said. “Our neighbors are our 
best friends. More than just our imme­
diate neighbors...The whole neighbor­
hood just came together and just sup­
ported us so much and still are to this 
day.

“I can’t really imagine not rebuilding 
there right now.”

She and her husband have already 
talked to a builder and architect. They 
want heavy equipment to tear down 
their non-salvageable house this sum­
mer.

They hope to move into their restored 
home in a year or two. If they move dur­
ing the school year, Seraphina won’t 
have to switch schools or make new 
friends again.

Insurance is supposed to cover the 
reconstruction costs.

“We’re ready to get started,” Danielle 
Mudzwova said. “It just all takes time.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@>hometownlife. com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter (g)susan- 
vela.
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(BSaBGMIMnil]' PAYING OUT MILLIONS FOR COINS 
mWMBJB PRE-1970 & COLLECTIBLES

BUYING ALL FORMS 1 
OF GOLD & SILVER
A EXPERTS ON-SITE ^ 
BUYING AND EVALUATINI 

YOUR ITEMS! FREE 
^ ADMISSION! ^

INFORMATION
5 DAYS 
ONLY!!!

WHAT:

WE’RE BUYING AND EVALUATING 
THESE ITEMS AND MORE!

WHEN:

APRIL 20TH THRU APRIL 24TH 
TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM-6PM 

SATURDAY 10AM-3PM
WHERE:

COMFORT SUITES 5730 HAGGERTY RD
Off 1-75, Ford Rd/ Haggerty Rd 

(Across from Sunoco)

Comfort:
INN

MORGAN DOLLAR
UP TO $100,000*

ROOSEVELT DIME
1964 & OLDER

MERCURY DIME
UP TO $3,400*

FRANKLIN HALF DOLLAR
UP TO $3,2004

WALKING LIBERTY HALF DOLLAR
UP TO $4,600*

WASHINGTON
QUARTER

1964 & OLDER 
UP TO $600*

KENNEDY HALF DOLLAR
PRL 1970 

UP TO $400*

BARBER
COINS

UP TO $8,175*

LIBERTY NICKEL
UP TO $4500

WHEAT PENNIES
UP TO $3500

BUFFALO NICKELS
UP TO $4200

GOLD COINS
UP TO $300,000''

BUYING AND EVALUATING THESE ITEMS AND MORE!

STERLING FLATWARE, TEA SETS & SILVER JEWELRY
UP TO $20,000*

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES
ROLEX, PATEK PHILIPPE, BREITLING 

ELGIN, ILLINOIS, HAMILTON, LONGINES, 
WALTHAM, OMEGA & MORE!

( RUNNING or BROKEN* )

SILVER DOLARS
UP TO $7,500*

PAPER CURRENCY PRE-1934

GOLD COINS

MEN^ & WOMEN’S CLASS RINGS
UP TO 5500*

PROOF & MINT SETS OF ALL YEARS
PRE-1970 COMICS ___

PRE 1970 SPORTS MEMORABILIA GRADED COINS MEMORABILIA “

U.S. & FOREIGNUP TO $300,000- 999 FINE SILVER & GOLD
METAL TOYS

TIN TOYS/OLD BANKS/ CAP 
GUNS/BB GUNS/LIONEL/ 

BUDDDY L/TONKA/MARX TOYS

&COMMEMORATIVES
UP TO $150,000*

WAR MEMORABILIA
SWORDS, DAGGERS, KNIVES, HELMETS, 
ANTIQUE FIREARMS, MEDALS, FLAGS & 

MORE - UP TO $50, 000

BRING IN YOUR• Broken Gold Chains & Jewelry ^• Gold Ring Settings 4• Mismatched Earrings• Dental Gold • Class Rings i
• Gold Rracelets M

CLOCKS
ATMOS, LECOULTRE, CHELSEA, 
CARTIER, TIFFANY & MORE

GUITARS, AMPS, BANJOS & MORE!
MARTIN * GIBSON * FENDER 
GRETSCH & MANY OTHERS 

UP TO $125,000*

• Mens & Womens Gold Rings *• Sterling Silverware Pieces'ARDMORE!!!

WE ALSO 1 
! PURCHASE
IT • Vintage Musical Instruments 

f • Sterling Silver Tea Sets 
• Diamonds

►Platinum Jewelry • Antique Toys 
• Comic Books 

•Vintage Advertisements 
^ • Dental Gold • Costume Jewelry 

• Coca-Cola Memorabilia 
1 • Pocket Knives

• Candlestick Holders 
V %. And MORE, MUCH MORELS
') i&m' M'&'h

APRIL 20TH THRU APRIL 24TH 
TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM-6PM

COMFORT SUITES 5730 HAGGERTY RD
Off I-75, Ford Rd/ Haggerty Rd 

(Across from Sunoco)

| mm*

:
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FREE HOME APPOINTMENTS!
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Car wash planned on long-vacant Westland comer
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

One of the most prominent vacant pieces of proper­
ty along busy Ford Road in Westland could finally see 
some development.

The city's planning commission reviewed and rec­
ommended approval of both a preliminary and final 
site plan for a new car wash to locate on the southwest 
corner of Newburgh and Ford roads during its virtual 
meeting held April 6.

The plan calls for a new car wash constructed on the 
corner, along with a retail building on the western por­
tion of the property. Mohamed Ayoub, the city's plan­
ning director, said the proposed structure, which will 
be a Tommy’s Car Wash, would occupy about 5,200 
square feet and have 18 parking spaces dedicated to 
vacuums.

The additional retail building to the west of the car 
wash is still being worked on and was not reviewed by 
the commission during that meeting.

“That is a future development and is not part of the 
immediate car wash development,” he said. “It will 
happen at a later time and they might need further ap­
provals for that.”

The development is a different one that was origi­
nally envisioned for the site several years ago. The 
original planned unit development — approved in 2017 
— called for multiple buildings on the site, including a 
medical building, a restaurant and another develop­
ment for business.

Some of the buildings on the site have been re­
moved and that plan never came to fruition.

“Obviously, it’s been demolished and does not exist 
today,” Ayoub said. “None of that happened, which 
brings us to today and this proposed car wash.”

The other part of the development, the Regency of 
Westland nursing facility to the south, opened in late 
2019.

There was no word on when construction could be­
gin if the project receives all the proper approvals.

The approval came with little conversation among

the planning commissioners, save for Commissioner 
David Rappaport, who said he felt neutral on the 
plans.

He said a previous planning commission discussed 
how the site would essentially serve as a focal point for 
travelers entering Westland from Canton Township.

“There was a significant conversation about this 
being one of the gateways to the City of Westland,” he 
said. “We were interested in maintaining the appear­
ance of what was going to go into this particular... PUD 
as it would speak to the nature or what people could

expect to see as they came into Westland.
"I don’t have strong feelings one way or another for 

whether this proposal adequately reflects the charac­
ter of Westland. I will say it reflects much better than 
an empty lot.”

With the recommended approvals, the plans now 
head to the city council for its review and final deter­
mination.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak(a> 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter @>davidveselenak.

A car wash facility has been proposed for this lot at the southwest corner of Ford and Newburgh in Westland.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

mm
.

Jr——is.
CHEVROLET FIND NEW ROADS

Taylor Chevrolet 
welcomes Ryan 

Belleperche. Ryan 
invites all his friends 
and family to stop in 

and visit him at his new 
work home. So, 
come on down to 

Telegraph road where 
WE SAY YES!

13801 Telegraph Rd. 
Taylor Ml 48180 
(734)287-2600

“Luxury Condominium 
Living At Its Finest!”

Canton, MI- Enchanting 2 or 3 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 1,450 to 2,000 square feet, 
contemporary design, gourmet kitchens with granite counters, 
scenic landscaping, and spacious great rooms, from the $290,s.

OPEN 12-6 PM

Friday Thru Tuesday
For Information 
734-844-8300

FURNISHED MODELS 
LOCATED AT:

48610 Eastbridge. Canton. MI 48188 
Located Off Geddes Rd between 

Demon Rd. & Beck Rd.

Plymouth, MI- Elegant 3 or 4 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 2,270 to 2,430 square feet, 
gourmet kitchens with granite counters, quality features, 
and fireplaces, centrally located minutes from downtown 
Plymouth and nearby Northville, from $399,900.

WoodbridgeCommunities.com

MODELS LOCATED AT!

Plymouth. MI 48170

Open 12pm - 5pm 
Friday. Saturday, Sunday 

or by Appointment 
For Information 
734-354-9000

Sales Hours:
MONDAY 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
TUESDAY 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
FRIDAY 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
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Fresh * Local • Natural

Joe ’ s Produce 
Gourmet Market ^ Caterin

Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!

'a- ^ 'Git • i>fs- A. 1^'” Vs? . ^
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(fiwpJotS tynlina | shop.joesproduce.com We’ve made it easier for you to shop curbside online.
We now have mobile apps for your convenience on iOS and 
Android. Search Joe’s Produce on your app of choice.

33066 W. Seven Mile Rd. Livonia. Ml 48152
2484774333STORE HOURS: MON-SAT9-8.SUN 9-7

V:’i(

Est. 1945

Fresh • Local • Natural

sUSM Premium Choice Angus
Porterhouse

Steak

t CHOICE \

MEAT
USDA Premium r USDAPremium Choice Angus Choice Angus

T-Bone Steak Top Round Steak

Sale Valid 04/14/21-04/20/21
While Supplies last • Prices subject to change, 
largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter in the Area!

WIME
CELLAR

Check Out The New Rose Displays

Save $2.00

USDAPremium Chuice Angus

Save $2.10

USDAPremium Chuice Angus

Save $2.00

Ground BeefftUIMlias! jjapm
$3.99 lbSave $1.00

losh LegacyCabernet &Merlot$12.99
Meiomi
NiutNiir$18.99

Save $1.00

Yellow Tail750ml, Ail Varietals
2/$10

DomanineBousquet
Cabernet aMalbec$10.99

Save $2.00

Vanderpump
Rose$18.99

SeaglassRose$8.99
Fresh Huusemade Net ur Sweet

..

Save $1.00

Save $1.00

Premium FreshAIINahirel AIINahinUitmarSaKait imumim tnuaTittySMCIh
Save $1.50 Save $1.00

Premium Fresh EuireestoGo
ri.i.iJSln.iiL.1 Stuffed PorkTonderloin
i>nicHon toy uuonors iipfcaHijwiiMiBia* m99C lb $549 lb

>L

Save 30(1 Save $1.00

JJ-

Fresl

‘ i

Save‘'$li00

Wild CaughtSockeye Salmon Fillets
2484774311’

Hours 9am-6pm 
Monday: Closed
Made from Scratch

Save $4.00

Bear Claws$1.99 ea
Save 50#

StrawberryTurnovers
$249
Save 50(1

11111 mmb16/20 ci Im
$11.99pkg

Save $3.00

FrashINildWhitefish Fillets$10.99 lb
Save $1.00

MmM

Challah
$449 ea
Save $1.00

FreshBlech PeadSalmon Fillets$15.99 lb
Save $2.00

Fresh WildWalleye Fillets



J| Joe’s Produce 
Gourmet Market ^ Caterin

Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and

Fresh * Local • Natural vegetables available, throughout the year!

I
($urp Jo*) tynlmz \ shop.joesproduce.com We’ve made it easier for you to shop curbside online.

We now have mobile apps for your convenience on iOS and 
Android. Search Joe's Produce on your app of choice.

«solurml 33152 W; Seven Mile Road. Uvonla, Ml 48152
; Catering & Events • 2484774333Sale Valid 4-14-21 thru 4-20-21Weddings, showers, 
graduations, cocktail parties, 

picnics or meetings... 
whatever your event! 

Visit us at
www.joesgonnnctcaiering.coin 

or the Knot

MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Countor In the Areal 
Highest Quality Hand-Selected Fruits and Vegetables f

'-I- . /Over 1080 Items from Gourmet & Domestic Cheeses to Premium Dell Meats & Freshly Made Salads
,<y

CanadianBeefsteakTomatoes
PRODUCE

248.4^7.4333

0—4 Art ot Bread-Fresh House Hade Everyday-Using Hon GMO Flour

CELEBRATE T

Canadian99hm' “RM Peppersauvinm ggo
« SweatMangoes990
DELI

. Cedar IsllowChernwoeii Smoked Ham

CanadianTomatoes On The Vine990in
Californina

.eat?-*

MOTHER'S Di

tsm

pon fi fCO- oomdA-

.11

UetejewU, Hu* doe

DERS MUST BE RECE:
fi 6 P*ft * *<F i 4

Visit shop.jocsproducc.com. to place your order today!

MEAim
SEAFOOD

Save $2.00m YancyFancy

$7.99 ib
_ Save $3.00
Q OldTyme

■M

Sartori BellaVitano

PASTA
Fresh Housemade Pasta $4.99 in
FINE CHEESES

BRIE COURENNP 60% CreamMArtikaas Hay There!
Gold, Merlot, ispresso* 'Raw Milk Wedge Brie WedgeRaspborni Ala or Balsamic Gouda with Trufflelb $22.99 Ib

MS,
■MM

Mane Cheese$3.99...

USOA Premium Choice AngusTop Round Steak$5.99 it
Save $2.00

Premium Fresh All NaturalChicken Leg Quarters990»
Save^$liOO' Save 30#

Fresh CenSeaTilapia Fillets B Peel Shrimp16/20 ct
SdveWl.OO

U save vj.uu
Save $2.50 S(ive $4.00

........................... . . ■ .

^•EVERYDAY GOURMET

Visit shop.joesproduce.com 
to piece your order today!

■wwlb
SavW$M00.

...mm
_ ■■■■H I __________________ Tl. ■-Caribbean Gorgonzola Greek Ono Sauerkraut

\ . - ‘ . • 'MMMMGROCERY! Hero
Kitchen Reaiiv Belloliva WWBroths sunflower lLeveraoes
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33152 W/Seven Mile Rd. 
Livbnia^MI’48152Enjoy the freshest premium fruits and vegetables 

that are sourced daily by Joe and his team.
Shop in store, online or choose curbside pickup.

SPORTS
HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Stevenson keeps championship mentality
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Heading into her first doubleheader 
of the 2021 season — Livonia Stevenson 
softball’s first game in 690 days — Grace 
Ozog was nervous.

The senior had experience on the 
team before, playing with the Spartans

as a sophomore. But the first-game jit­
ters had returned, even though she and 
returners from the 2019 roster had an 
idea of what they were getting into.

Once she took the field, though, Ozog 
said it started to feel normal again.

“We were playing as a team, which I 
haven’t felt in so long,” Ozog said.

With that normalcy, with that com-

fortability on the softball field came an 
offensive onslaught in the season­
opening doubleheader, as Stevenson 
won both of its first two games against 
city rival Livonia Churchill, 12-2 and 16-1, 
in a combined eight innings of play.

The Spartans combined for 28 runs 
on 24 hits and seven walks.

“Once we got our foot down, we just

started to find the center of the ball,” 
Stevenson head coach Kevin Harmigan 
said. “They were relaxed. They were 
nervous — we had a big crowd here to­
day, which is great. Once the nerves 
kind of settled down, we were able to 
grip it and rip it.”

See STEVENSON, Page 3B

Wayne Memorial collapses in state semis
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

With 2:39 left in the Division 1 state 
semifinal, Wayne Memorial head coach 
Jarvis Mitchell took a timeout, holding 
onto a seven-point lead. At the end of 
the allotted time on the bench, the play­
ers broke the circle with one word: Fin­
ish.

Instead, the Zebras (17-3) crumbled, 
allowing their lead to evaporate and the 
Phoenix (13-4) to rise from the ashes of 
the third quarter, leading to a 75-72 win 
in the state semifinal at the Breslin Cen­
ter in Lansing.

Renaissance turned to its bread-and- 
butter — its press defense — in the final 
moments, using steal after steal to 
evaporate its deficit to tie the game at 69

with a 3 by senior Kailee Davis.
Four free-throw makes later — some­

thing that wasn’t given for a Renais­
sance team that hit only 24-of-46 from 
the line in the game — the Phoenix took 
a four-point lead heading into the final 
seconds, which was cut to one quickly 
after a bank 3 by Wayne Memorial sen­
ior Lachelle Austin.

After two more makes at the line, Da­

vis did not settle and give the Zebras an­
other chance at a 3, which ended both 
the second and third quarters, switch­
ing momentum from Renaissance to 
Wayne Memorial.

Instead, the Renaissance senior 
stepped up, recording a steal and pos­
session with 7.3 seconds to go in the

See WAYNE, Page 4B

BANKING THAT BRINGSIT ALL BACK HOME
Home loans can fund much more than your next fixer upper project. 
From dream vacations to your everyday wish list, our flexible 
lending options can help put your goals into motion faster.

Get more of what you want today.
VACATIONS | HOME IMPROVEMENT | CONSOLIDATION

, Community
Financial
right here right for you

Visit CFCU.ORG/H0meL0an or call 
(877) 937-2328 to find out more.

Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. NMLS #440274.



Livonia Franklin tennis wins season opener

The Livonia Franklin girls tennis team opened the 2021 season with a win against Farmington, courtesy of tom muller

After the cancellation of the 2020 
spring sports season, the Livonia Frank­
lin girls tennis team hadn’t played a 
match in 691 days. The Patriots returned 
to the courts Wednesday, beating Far­
mington, 5-4.

All five Franklin doubles flights 
pulled out victories, while Farmington 
won all four singles flights in straight 
sets.

Singles

No. 1 - Katie Miller, Farmington High 
School defeated Katie Callaghan, Livo­
nia Franklin, 6-4,6-1

No. 2 - Mary Blossom, Farmington 
High School defeated Sandreea Cueva, 
Livonia Franklin, 6-1,6-3

No. 3 - Scarlet Richter, Farmington 
High School defeated Gabbie McCoy, Li­
vonia Franklin, 6-0,6-1

No. 4 - Kareena Nyalakonda, Far­
mington High School defeated Celing Li, 
Livonia Franklin, 6-0,6-4

Doubles

No. 1 - Kelly Engler, Livonia Franklin- 
Marissa Muller, Livonia Franklin de­
feated Lilly Schwalm, Farmington High 
School - Sarah Chappell, Farmington

High School, 7-6 (5), 6-1
No. 2 - Daphne Millross, Livonia 

Franklin - Brittney Winn, Livonia 
Franklin defeated Isabel Watson, Far­
mington High School - Nicole Waun, 
Farmington High School, 6-3,6-0 

No. 3 - Jade Fabian, Livonia Franklin

- Kate Montie, Livonia Franklin defeat­
ed Grace O’Connor, Farmington High 
School - Laxmi Shankar,Farmington 
High School, 6-0,6-2

No. 4 - Jasmine Dumitru , Livonia 
Franklin - Cypress Bums, Livonia 
Franklin defeated Dhara Patel, Far­

mington High School ' Farah Shakir, 
Farmington High School, 6-1,4-6,6-3 

No. 5 - Leeda Gharibi, Livonia Frank­
lin - Katie Thiele, Livonia Franklin de­
feated Sophia Buatti, Farmington High 
School - Stuti Goel, Farmington High 
School, 6-1,6-3

Mercy hoops player reflects on four-year career
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Basketball was not in Alexis Roberts’ 
family growing up. Her father swam and 
played tennis while her mother played 
volleyball.

But basketball was one of the first 
sports Roberts tried, and she quickly 
found a love for the game, beginning her 
career as a point guard with the Michi­
gan Monarchs travel team in fourth 
grade.

“As a kid, my dad would always say... 
‘Alexis, you’re the floor general,”’ Rob­
erts said. “‘You have to know where ev­
erybody else is and you have to know 
what everyone is supposed to do.’

“Having that responsibility at such a 
young age kind of prepared me for the 
next level and beyond.”

Over the past four years, Roberts 
bloomed into the floor general for Mercy 
basketball, serving as the team’s start­
ing point guard for the past three sea­
sons after fluctuating in and out of the 
starting lineup as a freshman for a sen­
ior-heavy 2017-18 team.

In four years, Roberts and the rest of 
the Marlins have won 70 games and 
three consecutive district titles.

Mercy head coach Gary Morris 
knows how tough it is to play point 
guard, yet has high expectations for 
whoever is in the role.

“You are kind of, generally speaking, 
the coach on the floor,” he said. “The 
basketball is going to be in your hands 
quite often, and you have to make the 
right decisions with the basketball in 
terms of when to go fast, when to go 
slow, when to look for your shot, when 
to think pass first.”
When Morris first met Roberts before 

her freshman year, he noticed her matu­
rity. Putting her on the varsity roster 
from the moment she stepped onto 
campus, Roberts learned from senior 
point guard Jenna Schluter, starting at

Marian forward Sarah Sylvester tries to 
drive past Mercy guard Alexis Roberts.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

times next to her at shooting guard, but 
scrimmaging against her at point guard 
in practices.

For Roberts, it took some time to find 
her role with the team, but when she 
came into the gym for her sophomore 
season she knew she wanted to be more 
of a leader for the group.

As a junior, the responsibility height­
ened as Morris challenged his point 
guard to take charge and be an anchor 
for the offense, the centerpiece to the 
team’s success.

“If they can’t stop you, we won’t be 
stopped,” Roberts remembers her head 
coach telling her.

Roberts’ career has an advantage 
that many other players do not have: to 
grow her basketball game with many of 
the same teammates around.

“Not everybody has the opportunity 
to play with the same girls for three or 
four years,” Roberts said. “I think that 
gave my class an advantage almost be­
cause we got to learn about each other: 
our strengths, our weaknesses, what 
are our better parts on the floor, learning

when to pass, when we don't.
“It’s brought us together off the 

court because we have grown this 
wonderful bond on the court.”

Even while the Marlins played with­
out senior Julia Bishop for the majority 
of the 2021 season — a forward who 
Roberts said is destined to record a 
double-double each time she steps on 
the floor — that experience showed on 
the court. After losing three of its first 
five games, Mercy won 13-straight 
games before losing to Detroit Renais­
sance in the regional semifinal.

Roberts never expected for Mercy’s 
season to end in any place except the 
state final. To her, the ending was 
abrupt. Each of the seniors were in awe 
and in tears on the bench as the real­
ization came to each of them.

“I don’t think it really hit me until I 
got subbed out at the end and I was 
like, ‘Wow, this is it,”’ Roberts said. “I 
watched the clock go down and 
thought that this is my last high school 
basketball game.”

Roberts’ basketball career isn’t over. 
She knows she will be playing basket­
ball somewhere next season, despite 
not knowing where.

But after playing with a team for 
four seasons, with many of the same 
teammates, Roberts is just thankful, 
imploring her younger teammates to 
never take a game, a practice or a time 
with their teammates for granted.

Morris knows Roberts and the rest 
of the senior class have left more than 
that one lesson through their play over 
the past four years.

“If anybody saw us play, all seven of 
our seniors... they get on the floor, they 
are going to compete,” Morris said. “I 
think that might be the legacy that 
Alexis and the seniors leave for our 
program is the importance of... and it 
sounds simple to go out and compete, 
but it’s something you don't have hap­
pen every year.”

Euro Stars 
gymnasts 
advance to 
regional finals

Euro Stars Gymnastics’ Ella Che- 
motti, Nikki Smith and Sophia Reddy 
took a three-gymnast team and turned 
it into a state title.

The team finished in first place at 
the Level 10 state finals March 28.The 
trio will travel to Cincinnati, OH April 
15-16 to participate in the Region 5 fi­
nals, competing against gymnasts 
from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky 
and Michigan.

If the team qualifies at regionals, it 
will compete in nationals at Daytona, 
FL.

The minimum amount of gymnasts 
that can qualify as a team is three.

Chemotti, a senior at Canton, is 
committed to Eastern Michigan on an 
athletic scholarship.

Smith, a junior at North Farming- 
ton, is committed to Michigan State on 
a full athletic scholarship.

Reddy is a sophomore at Northville, 
and has not yet decided on a college.

Ella Chemotti, Nikki Smith and Sophia 
Reddy celebrate their first-place 
finish at the 2021 Level 10 state finals 
for EuroStars Gymnastics.
COURTESY OF JIM REDDY

GIRLS BASKETBALL PLAYOFF SCOREBOARD
Regionals 
Division 1
Regional 5 — Northville 
Final
Wayne Memorial (16-2) 68, Saline (18-2) 
60
Semifinal
Wayne Memorial (15-2) 51, Plymouth 
(12-8) 27
Regional 7 — Detroit Renaissance 
Final
Detroit Renaissance (11-4) 48, Mercy 
(15-4) 34
Semifinal
Mercy (15-3) 66, Groves (9-9) 14
Regional 2 — Holly 
Final
Hartland (20-0) 51, Marian (13-6) 34
Semifinal
Hartland (18-0) 69, Lakeland (11-7) 31 
Marian (13-5) 63, Clarkston (15-4) 50
Division 2
Regional 15 — Livonia Clarenceville 
Final
Detroit Country Day (13-2) 76, East- 
pointe (10-7) 27
Semifinal
Detroit Country Day (12-2) 55, Warren 
Regina (3-10) 37

Districts 
Division 1
District 20 — Livonia Franklin 
First round
Livonia Franklin (6-10) 57, Garden City 
(5-10) 28
District semifinal
Wayne Memorial (13-1) 68, Redford 
Thurston (6-5) 17
John Glenn (8-7) 45, Livonia Franklin 
(6-11)44
District final
Wayne Memorial (14-1) 65, John Glenn 
(8-8) 46
District 19 — Plymouth 
First round
Northville (7-10) 50, Livonia Churchill 
(1-15) 25
District semifinal
Plymouth (11-7) 62, Salem (2-15) 54 
Canton (6-10) 39, Northville (7-11) 31
District final
Plymouth (12-7) 44, Canton (6-11) 33
District 17 — Ann Arbor Skyline 
First round
South Lyon (7-6) 41, Ann Arbor Skyline 
(2-14) 33
District semifinal
South Lyon East (12-6) 58, South Lyon

i, Li t

(7-7) 31
District final
Brighton (15-3) 43, South Lyon East 
(12-7) 38
District 26 — Royal Oak 
First round
Seaholm (5-11) 47, Royal Oak (8-7) 35
District semifinal
Groves (8-8) 48, Southfield Arts and
Technology (1-12) 44
Berkley (11-5) 49, Seaholm (5-12) 40
District final
Groves (9-8) 54, Berkley (11-6) 44
District 25 — Novi 
First round
North Farmington (5-9) 48, Livonia
Stevenson (6-12) 47
District semifinal
Mercy (13-3) 55, Novi (4-13) 38
North Farmington (6-9) 47, Farmington
(9-5) 41
District final
Mercy (14-3) 56, North Farmington 
(6-10) 32
District 7 — Walled Lake Northern 
First round
Milford (8-6) 33, Walled Lake Western 
(3-11) 13
District semifinal
Lakeland (10-6) 30, Walled Lake Central

i m *

(9-3)13
Walled Lake Northern (10-4) 39, Milford 
(8-7) 31
District final
Lakeland (11-6) 52, Walled Lake North­
ern (10-5) 34
District 6 — Waterford Mott 
First round
Avondale (2-10) 55, Bloomfield Hills 
(2-11) 53; OT
District semifinal
Marian (11-5) 73, Avondale (2-11) 21
District final
Marian (12-5) 59, Waterford Mott (1-12) 
10
Division 2
District 57 — Wixom St. Catherine 
District semifinal
Wixom St. Catherine (10-7) 46, Livonia 
Clarenceville (6-7) 24
District final
Detroit Country Day (11-2) 51, Wixom 
St. Catherine (10-8)
Division 4
District 122 - Allen Park Inter-City
Baptist
District final
Allen Park Inter-City Baptist (7-5) 45, 
Plymouth Christian Academy (10-4) 32
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Stevenson senior Alisyn Collins started game two for the Spartans against city rival Churchill, colin gay/hometownlife.com

Stevenson
Continued from Page IB

However, Hannigan was not relaxed 
in the hours leading up to first pitch. He 
instead was nervous, not knowing if his 
team would get an opportunity to touch 
the field.

In a press conference Friday, Michi­
gan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer recom­
mended that all organized youth sports 
would be halted for the next two weeks 
to help decrease the spread of COVID-19. 
Hannigan didn’t know if the start of the 
season would be able to be played as 
scheduled, texting his captains to wait 
for him to tell them if the season would 
be able to begin.

The Spartans got the go-ahead, with 
Livonia Public Schools following the 
lead of many other area school districts 
in the area: to continue spring sports 
with their weekly antigen COVID-19

testing protocols and mask wearing.
But with almost losing the start of the 

2021 season, Hannigan’s approach to 
the first game was only heightened.

“Every game, every practice, try and 
act like it’s the championship game,” 
Hannigan said. “We might not be able to 
play again, we don’t know. But right 
now, (if s) Opening Day, and we took it 
like a championship game.”

In game one, the offensive barrage 
started early, scoring three runs in the 
first inning off five hits, including three 
triples by shortstop Kaitlin Trantham, 
Janie West and Alisyn Collins.

But after senior starter Sophie Bater 
allowed a two-run home run by Chur­
chill center fielder Paige Proudlock in 
the top of the fourth inning, the Spar­
tans offense roared for eight more runs 
on eight hits and two errors, ending the 
game after four innings.

The offensive success continued into 
the second game, as Stevenson opened 
the game with 12-straight baserunners,

chasing Proudlock, Churchill’s starting 
pitcher, out of the game before she was 
able to record a single out.

Stevenson finished the second game 
with 16 runs on 11 hits and seven walks.

“We’ve been hitting great at practice 
and great in the offseason,” Ozog said, 
who got on base in each of her eight at- 
bats with five hits, four runs and two 
RBI. “I’m honestly not surprised about 
the numbers. I’m just glad we kept the 
energy going in both games. We didn’t 
die down at all.”

Stevenson third baseman Mckenzie 
Cook finished the game with five hits in 
six at-bats, scoring two runs and four 
RBI on four singles and a double.

Collins added an RBI triple and an 
RBI single in game one, along with a 
two-RBI double in game two. Starting 
game two on the mound, the senior re­
corded three hitless innings, striking 
out two.

“I think we played just as hard today 
as we did at practice,” Collins said. “It’s

just become a habit for us to go 100% ev­
ery single time, and I think that’s just 
showing off.”

Ozog doesn’t know what’s next for 
Stevenson or how many games the 
Spartans will be able to play in 2021. She 
just knows that when the team had the 
opportunity to play, Stevenson showed 
up.

“I’m just grateful we actually got a 
game,” Ozog said. “And with a score like 
that, who can be disappointed in that?”

Along with it being the first game of 
the season, Stevenson and Churchill 
teamed up to raise money for Sean De­
witt, Hannigan’s cousin who is a sopho­
more basketball player at U-D Jesuit, 
who was diagnosed with T-Cell Lym­
phoma. Those in attendance were able 
to raise more than $5,000 for Dewitt and 
his family.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
GaylZ
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Special!

SAVE 20%
on windows1

SAVE 20%
on entry and patio doors1

Minimum purchase of four.
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

$250 OFF
your entire project1

Minimum purchase of four.
WITH

Down Monthly Interest 
Payments

FOR 1 YEAR1
Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the 

purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. J ANDERSEN"
WINDOWS A 000*1

Our entry and patio doors are gorgeous and built to function easily for years
Our composite Fibrex® window material is twice as strong as vinyl so our
weather-tight seals stay weather-tight

Make your home more secure.
Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.

734-335-8036
RENEWAL
byANDERSEN
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MILITARY
DISCOUNT■ nm

’DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/1/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down,
0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 4/1/2021 and 5/1/2021. Additional $250 
off your project, minimum purchase of four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors required, taken after initial discountfs), when you purchase by 
5/1/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase 
and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all 
interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs 
is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or 
familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the 
service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request Some Renewal by Andersen locations are 
independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" 
and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. 
All rights reserved. Lo-Gcio6i962fM>i
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SPRING SAVINGS

End gutter cleaning forever!

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job 
is finished and you’re completely 
satisfied.

Lifetime Performance 
Guarantee. We guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing & 
Discounts. 20% off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior citizen & 
military discounts.

* *



first half of Wayne Memoriars game against Temperance Bedford.

Wayne
Continued from Page IB

game to secure the victory.
“It was just about not giving up,” Da­

vis said. “I believed in my teammates 
and they believed in me. Once they told 
me to go, I just wanted to win it for 
them.”

After recording eight turnovers in 
each of the first three quarters, Wayne 
Memorial turned the ball over 12 times 
in the final eight minutes, allowing for a 
Renaissance comeback and, according 
to Mitchell, a chance for the crowd to see 
who wanted to advance more.

“Top to bottom, she absolutely willed 
them to win,” Mitchell said of Davis. 
“Phenomenal. We tried to make her 
work as much as possible, but at the end 
of the day, when a kid is resilient and 
they want to win... I don’t think it wasn’t 
that my kids didn’t want to win. I think 
she wanted to win a little bit more.”

Wayne Memorial finished the game 
with 36 turnovers.

Mitchell knew the final moments 
came down to.resiliency. He saw it in his 
own team earlier in the game.

Trailing by eight late in the second 
quarter, Wayne Memorial used a 7-0 
run, capped off by buzzer 3 by Austin, to 
go into halftime trailing by one. The mo­
mentum continued into the third quar­
ter as Austin and senior forward Alanna 
Micheaux led the Zebras on a 7-5 run 
that gave them their first lead with 4:58 
left in the third quarter.

At that point, the Phoenix began to 
collapse, missing nine of its next 12 at­
tempts from the free-throw line, send­
ing junior Shannon Wheeler to the 
bench due to foul trouble and Micheaux 
taking over inside the paint, using sim­
ple layups to increase Wayne Memori­
al’s lead to as many as 11 with 7:46 left in 
the game.

But Mitchell saw an opponent that 
never let up in the fourth quarter, chip­
ping away, turnover after turnover, to 
switch momentum and silence the 
Wayne Memorial faithful.

“It’s organized chaos,” Renaissance 
head coach Shane Lawal said of his 
team’s approach. “I think to certain peo­
ple, they are like, ‘it’s kind of sloppy.’ 
Yeah, that’s cool, but we believe we can 
play at that speed better than you can 
play at that speed. If we play at that 
speed long enough and you play at that

Alanna Micheaux puts up a shot in the
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

speed long enough, eventually you are 
going to break before us.”

Davis led Renaissance with 33 points 
—19 of which were scored in the fourth 
quarter alone — to lead the Phoenix to a 
chance at a state title.

Micheaux led the way for Wayne Me­
morial, scoring a team-high 29 points 
and 17 rebounds, hitting 13-of-20 from 
the field.

“The kid laid it all on the floor. She’s 
going to be an absolutely amazing player 
at the University of Minnesota. She ab­
solutely gave her heart,” Mitchell said of 
Micheaux. “I felt so bad for her because, 
in the locker room, she was inconsol­
able. That’s when you know a kid laid it 
all out on the line.

“I’m so proud. If you guys could have 
seen her four years ago, her maturity, 
her growth has just been an amazing 
thing.”

Mitchell never thought this team 
would make it to this point. With only 
three seniors, he knew the Zebras were 
not expected to make a run to the final 
four — Wayne Memorial’s third semifi­
nal in the past four years. It makes him 
confident for next season, returning 
three starters ready to chip away until 
the Zebras hoist a state title trophy.

But the Wayne Memorial head coach 
knows what could have happened with 
this 2021 team if the turnover total 
would have been just a little lower.

“To have 36 turnovers and lose by 
three? I think we’re a good basketball 
team,” Mitchell said. “You take three of 
those possessions away, I think we are 
having a different conversation.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7.

Wayne Memorial asks the referee a 
question during a play against Bedford 
in the state quarterfinal.

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS DAYS!

Existing cabinets are prepared 
for the refadng process

HONIE)SOLUTIONS I
*4pKLIff75

Your KUHTTS craftsmen wfi
ewer si exposed surfaces 
with factory-finished mstsriafs

The instaSation is complete 
with the addibon of new 
doors, mokfevg and hardware

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY!248-450-6253 Ml Lie #2102222470 
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, 

Ml 48150
We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

'With the purchase of cabinet refadng. "New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 
100 sq. a or refadng purchase required. Does not indude demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 4/30/21.

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
GO RHINO!

Pre-Season Special 
Book Now and Save!

(Expires 4/30/21)

IT S NOT PAINT
IT S BETTER
Ceramic based coating that 
won’t chip, crack, or peel 
with a 25 year warranty.

Call to Schedule a FREE Estimate!734-386-0891
Free Estimate No Hassle Consultation

Outdoor Painting Only
LOGCI0612205-03
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PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

Leaf) Filter
pk GUTTER
' ' PROTECTION

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

WE INSTALL 
YEAR-ROUND!

--.V,,-. A COMPANY or-accredited LtrETIME r a a a - BUSINESS WARRANTY

These days, information can’t wait.
LOCALiQ’s expert search engine optimization 
and search marketing solutions ensure 
your customers can find your business 

the moment they need you.

Visit localiq.com/GetFound t° start 
driving more revenue now.

LOCAliQ

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

Hanger

Existing Gutter

1|
A EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! r

k

15%OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

10
SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

%
OFF 5%OFF

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!*1

☆ ☆

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
Promo Code: 364

’Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

CALL US TODAY FORV*’ a FREE ESTIMATE 734-666-0904
*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only The lead­
ing consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the "#1 rated profes- 

S slonally installed gutter guard system In America.’ CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
<4 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946
S License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HOI 067000 
5 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# Cl27229 Registration# Cl 27230 Registration# 366920918 Reg- 
0 istration# PC6475 Registration# IR731 804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 
g License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114
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OUR BEST SALE

Select styles.
Hajf price carpet, hardwood, laminate, 

vinyl, & professional installation...
That’s half price* for your entire purchase!

a FPtll In- Home Estimate!
Call 888-330-0582EmplreToday,com/newspaper

’Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl Plank, and 
Laminate, basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of 
permanently affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 05/09/21. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today, LLC

LO-GC10626897-02

$ ATLAS
HOME IMPROVEMENJ

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE TODAY:
248.372.9246
AtlasHomolmDr lent

is one of Gannett’s emerging leaders and we invite 
you to become another! Gannett has over 250 locations 
nationwide with a variety of packaging and production 
roles that accommodate many of the transferable skill sets 
that you may already have.
Our most precious resource is our diverse workforce - 
people of all backgrounds, cultures and skills. That’s why 
we’ve partnered with the Urban League and NAACP to help 
us identify strong candidates who are looking to grow into 
a leadership role within Gannett.

Working for Gannett has helped me to develop 
new skills and has built me to become a better 
version of myself. My leadership team saw 
potential and took a risk offering me this new role. 
They continue to guide me to become the best 
leader I could be and for that, I love my job.

Are you ready to 
grow your business? i

LOCALiQMARKETING LAB

With our free learning hub, you’ll 
learn just how local marketing can 
help your business reach the right 
audience, in the right places, at the 

right time. No tests or fancy software 
required. Just easy-to-digest 

information that will make learning - 
and growing - a breeze.

Start learning now!
Visit; localiq.com/Iab

Full-time and part-time positions are available.
Contact Sydney Vernon, Sr. Manager/Talent Acquisition 
<g> 914-694-5335 or e-mail: svernon@gannett.com

For more, visit Gannett.com
Gannett. Be inspired to set your sights...higher!

GANNETT

i
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Find what you need
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PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ADVERTISEMENT TO BED
BID PACKAGE T1 AUDIOVISUAL SYSTEMS

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools is requesting proposals for 
Audiovisual Systems. Bid documents will be available for examination and 
distribution on or after April 2, 2021. To obtain documents go to:
Link to project: http://links.pccskl2.coin/BMbidopps
Bid proposals will be received by Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
through BuildingConnected.com by April 22, 2021 at 10:00 AM local 
time when they will be publicly opened. The District will not open, consider, 
or accept any bids received after the date and time specified.
The Bid Proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized disclosure 
in compliance with MCL 380.127 disclosing any familial relationship that 
exists between the bidder, or any employee of the bidder, and any member 
of the Board of Education of the school district or the Superintendent of the 
school district. Bid proposals that do not include this sworn and notarized 
disclosure statement will not be considered.
A virtual pre-bid meeting will be held on April 9, 2021 at 1:00 PM at 
http://links.pccskl2.com/BMprebidmtg
The meeting is not mandatory.
The Board of Education reserves the right to: reject any or all bid proposals, 
either in whole or in part; waive any informalities or irregularities in the 
bidding process; accept bid alternates; and to award a contract in any 
manner deemed by the Board of Education, in its sole discretion, to be in 
their best interests.
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The customer’s 
journey is complex

Marketing to them 
doesn’t have to be.

We
simplify
local
marketing
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To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass(§>dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownllfe.com

VISA laM “K "■

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Professional
Service

all your needs...

THE JEFFERY COMPANYBLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 734-676-5630

Assorted
ems44»

all kinds of things...
Wanted to Buy

WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle. 
Deer Hunter & Successful Master Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Careers

Altimetrik Corp Seeks Software Engi­
neer. Must have MS in Computer Science, Software Engineering or related; or BS v/ith 5 years of experi­
ence. Multiple positions available Worksite: Southfield, Ml; possible relocation to unanticipated locations in the U.S. Email resume and cover 
letter to: resumea@altimetrik.com

Fives Dyag Seeks Senior CNC Engineer. Must have MS in Electronics/Electrical Eng. or BS in the same with 5+ yrs of exp. 
Required Skills: Siemens SINUMERIK 840D SL equipped CNC Systems/Machining Centers 8<Fanuc. 
Work site: Farmington Hills, Ml; 
Apply: sheri.lizzet@fivesgroup.com

Lead Engr for Garrett Transportation I Inc. (Plymouth, Ml) to launch new 
prod dsgn & new apps. Reqs bachlrs degree in mech engrng, aero engrng 
& 5 yrs exp in the iob offrd. Full trm 
exp mst incl: automtive exp w/ turbomachnry & intrnal combustion engine/powrtrain exp, direct custmr 
intrface, prod validtion & launch exp, prod dvlpmnt & compnt dsgn, techncl exp w/ turbochargr prodcts, 
turbochargr performnce, turbochargr matchng skills, intgrtion of turbochargrs onto engines, engine 
dsgn/ constrctn, & perfrmnce charc- teristcs; knwldge of Ford Motor Co.s 
globl prod devlpmnt systm & dsgn release procss. Apprx 10% trvl req. Apply at garrettmotion.com/careers.
If offd emplymnt mst hve Igl rght to wrk in U.S. EOE.

SELLYOURCAR
FIND A HOME

GET A JOB
ADOPT 
A PET

BUY A BOAT
FIND A 

GARAGE 
SALE

BUYTICKETS
Check out the classified ads everyday.

Mac Valves Inc., leading manufacturer of pneumatic valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI057196tW)1

DIRECT CARE STAFF
We are looking for caring, friendly people who like to help others. We help 
and care for adults with special needs in small home settings. Here are 

some of our benefits:
$12.00 per hour to start, with additional $2,25 per hour front line worker bonus, 
soon to be permanent, Blue Care Network and Della Dental Plan after only 60 
days. Paid Training and Paid Sick/Vacation Time. Paid Meals and Breaks, and 
Meals are provided. Covid-19 Safe protocols in a clean, healthy environment.

Call or email today! For immediate interview in:
South Lyon or Waterford Twp - Call Gwen at 248-250-0960 

Novi - Call Jenny at 248-444-1273 
Highland Township - Call Denise at 248-854-7777 

Holly - Call Teresa at 248-707-0269 
Oxford - Call Carrie at 248-444-8959 

Rochester Hills - Call Belinda at 248-444-4586 
Or email us at atcioffice^sbcglobal.net

atcioffice@sbcglobal.net

Full/Part Time Day/NightCustodians
cleaning banks and offices
Aaro Companies is a 75 year old most highly 

respected company in the building services industry.
We offer competitive wages, healthcare, 

PTO & career advancements!
586-759-3700
aarocompanies.com

Apply in person at:
24643 Hoover Road • Warren, Michigan 48089 

OR email your resume to: info@aarocompanies.com

Must pass background check

Transportation
Wheels
best deal for you...

Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

Motorcycles, Scooters
96 Dyna Harley Davidson, 

Silver/Gray Has removable wind­shield, leather bags 38,118 miles, $4,000. Mary Tatra (734)383-8393
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cars
garage sales
tickets
antiques
motorcycles
computers
boats

sports
equipment
pets
instruments
jewelery
furniture
auctions

collectibles
jobs
appliances 
yard sales 
tablets 
cameras 
coins

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY.

Observer & Eccentric Classifieds
Just a quick call away... 800-579-7355



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo
BITE

PREVENTION
ACROSS

1 Bases for hair 
plugs

7 Makes out 
incorrectly, as 
text

15 Acronym 
for a PC 
character 
set

20 Without 
breaking a 
sweat

21 Radio-signal 
rods

22 Flowerless 
office plants

23 Start of a 
riddle

25 Police 
actions

26 Serpent
27 Foam at the 

top of an 
espresso

28 Low-carb 
kind of diet

29 Highway with 
a no.

31 Riddle, part 2
37 in a new way
41 Mornings, for 

short
42 Rub away
43 To and —
44 Boorish sort
45 Be incorrect
47 Pigs’ places
48 Merit badge 

earner
50 Riddle, part 3
55 “Silence!”

56 Altar vow
57 Hoover 

product, in 
brief

58 Second- 
largest city in 
Algeria

59 Wears a grin
61 Lawn pests
63 Automated

PC program 
that may 
generate 
pop-ups

65 Aviating guy, 
informally

68 Riddle, part 4
74 Equine, 

to kids
75 Piccolo, e.g.
76 Comaneci of 

gymnastics
77 Neighbor of 

Tanzania
80 James who 

played Brian 
Piccolo

81 Letter before 
upsilon

83 Two, in 
Peru

84 As neat as —
85 Riddle, part 5
91 Rattan

artisan
93 Iraqi money
94 “—War” 

(William 
Shatner 
novel)

95 Big name in 
frozen drinks

96 Noshed
97 Puts in office 
99 Ending for

Taiwan
101 Ones running 

5,280 feet
103 End of the 

riddle
106 Party for 

Biden: Abbr.
107 Arab bigwigs
108 Maine 

university city
110 Texas river 

to the Rio 
Grande

115 Shorthand 
whiz

116 Riddle’s 
answer

121 Group dialect
122 Outperformed
123 Online 

brokerage
124 Eight-item set
125 People 

feeling hate
126 Got closer to

DOWN
1 Constructs 
clothes

2 “All the 
Way” lyricist 
Sammy

3 On a cruise
4 Connection
5 Common 
toolbox item

6 DOS part: 
Abbr.

7 Bryn —

8 Line down a 
pant leg

9 Steps loudly
10 Make a new 

chart of
11 Suffix with 

acetyl
12 Year, in 

Lisbon
13 Actor Aykroyd
14 Atlanta-to- 

Tampa dir.
15 Many ski 

chalets
16 Rival of Serta
17 Protested 

about an 
injustice

18 What 
spinning 
bikes are 
intended for

19 Mag. edition
24 Killer serve
28 Third deg.,

often
30 Letter before 

iota
32 Boca —
33 Somber 

paper notice
34 Territory
35 Wine barrel
36 Invaders of 

ancient Rome
37 Actor Marc 

of “Star Trek: 
Deep Space 
Nine”

38 Sweet on
39 Nureyev of 

ballet

40 Guess at JFK 
or LGA

41 Ulna locale
46 Summarizes
47 Big annual 

Minnesota 
event

49 Novelist 
Achebe

51 Sitcom, e.g.
52 New Orleans 

sub
53 Quick pace
54 Title girl in a 

Salinger story
60 — opus 

(great work)
62 Gas in fuel 

mixtures
64 “Dr.” of hip- 

hop
65 Attacked like 

a wasp
66 Model­

building set
67 Mimieux of 

“The Reward"
69 Children’s 

author Carle
70 Family group
71 Bring forward 

as evidence
72 Violent 

insurgent
73 Fast races
77 Big parrot
78 Uninterested
79 Distinctive 

facial contour
80 Smash-up
82 Help desk

message

86 Had way too 
much, for 
short

87 End of 
Caesar’s 
boast

88 Strep- 
studying docs

89 Ending with 
Harlem

90 Grease
92 North

American 
plant that’s a 
dye source

98 Fleur-de—
99 Poland is part 

of it
100 Russell — 

(chocolatier)
102 Ascribe
104 Bit of color
105 Gusto
106 — good 

deed
109 Rorem and 

Beatty
111 Poet Pound
112 Peter the 

Great, e.g.
113 Aged, 

quaintly
114 Bird feeder 

tidbit
115—mo
116 100 cents: 

Abbr.
117 Yoko of 

music and art
118 Three R’s gp.
119 “Tsk!”
120 Guys

1 2 3 4 5 6

20

23

26 ■

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
7 1

9 7 4
4 8 7

9 1 3 8

6 7 2 1
7 5 3

6 2 1
4 6

Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 4/15

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

WHAT TO BE
Can you find all the words hidden In the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross thenvoff the list as you find them.
W F 
F R 
N T 
R T 
T N 
AWT 
N N D 
R R 
E E 
T Y 
N W O

M

E
P
R
A
C
T
F

A
L
J
T
J
O
B

R 
D 
E 
I
T 
D 
S 
R 
E 
X 
O 
B 
F

A W A 
D E S 

E 
R

T
C

E R 
LEW 
T I H 
S E G 
N U O 
B U I 
R P 

U 
T 
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O 
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P 
I

C
E
N
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I
M 
R 
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H 
L 
J 
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N U 
H P 
G E

D
C
A
C
L
L
E

G
R
W
c
D
O
S

K A U T H O R
N D E Y X V Y
A N Q S K P U
A R W U R R G
A U D O G U W
E R G E L I N
T R O Y N C W

N
I M H T 

T 
N 
S 
R 
N

R R

T
A
N
A
O

D
L
A
C
D

Y W 
U R
E 
B H
R
O

T 
G O 
T C

I
L

I G H 
A L I 

C I 
O P 
O H 
D A

A
E
T
O

E
O
P
I
I
T
S
V
F
P
N

Y D 
R N
B
G
E
S
T
H
E
O
C

I
A
R
T
U
T
H
C
E

J
U
D
G
E
N
A
I
D
E
M
O
C
Z
M
C
K
R

ACCOUNTANT
ACTOR
ARCHITECT
ARTIST
AUTHOR
BODYGUARD
BOUNCER
BOXER
BUILDER
CARPENTER
CHEF
CLOWN
COMEDIAN
DANCER
DESIGNER
DOCTOR
DRUMMER
FARMER
FLORIST
GARDENER
JOB
JOURNALIST
JUDGE
LAWYER
MAGICIAN
MUSICIAN
NURSE
PAINTER
PHOTOGRAPHER
PILOT
PLAYWRIGHT
POET
PROGRAMMER
SAILOR
SINGER
SOLDIER
SURGEON
TAILOR
TRAIN DRIVER
VET
VICAR
WAGES
WAITER
WELDER
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Silr a SELL YOUR CAR
ADOPT A PET

;\V'' 9 fir It GET A JOB
> v . w J® I FIND A HOUSE< . .VA ii' & \in|*''■-t—• I ygr* W*1 ■ ■ BUY A BOAT’111 WmfA FIND A TREASUREu|/' Ifjfv GET A MASSAGE. 1 7 Titf T~ HIRE A HANDYMANJ f Check out the classified section everyday.
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