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social worker decisionLivonia delays
Approval would add 2 to police force
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia council has hit the pause but­
ton on a big decision regarding its police 
department.

In a 5-2 vote Monday, Livonia City 
Council decided to hold off making a fi­
nal decision to authorize a contract with 
Hegira Health that would add two social 
workers to the city’s police force. The 
matter will be discussed in council’s

committee of the whole “as soon as pos­
sible” before going back before council 
for a vote.

Council Vice President Scott Bahr 
made the motion to delay the decision 
during a presentation by a panel of ex­
perts. Bahr, along with several other 
council members, said he’d like to get 
more information and ask questions be­

fore voting. Committee of the whole 
meetings are generally used for mem­
bers to discuss items in-depth and are 
open to the public.

However, every council member ex­
pressed support for adding social work­
ers to the police force at the meeting.

See DECISION, Page 6A

Mionna Johnson, right, steps outside her Canton home Jan. 21 with the help of her father, Justin Johnson. The Canton 
teen was hospitalized for over 100 days after suffering an arteriovenous malformation that caused a bleed in her brain.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Westland 
Mall shooter 
claims act of 
self-defense
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Jones

Last year’s Westland Shopping 
Center shooter is claiming self defense 
as his assault and weapons case 
moves toward trial.

Gregory Travis 
Jones, 24, of Detroit, is 
facing 15 felonies be­
cause he shot at others 
while visiting a perfume 
store at the mall the 
evening of July 9.

During a Jan. 20 
hearing via Zoom, Jones’ attorney Re­
gina Triplett shared surveillance cam­
era footage that she said showed Jones 
had been defending himself against 
another gunman in the store.

“Mr. Jones is there to shop,” Triplett 
said before indicating two men who 
entered the store in an aggressive 
manner and noting that one of them 
had a gun in his pocket. “It appears 
they had been looking for Mr. Jones. 
They spot him.”

See SELF-DEFENSE, Page 6A

Farmington 
students bring 
back radio play
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton teen’s recovery from 
brain injury astounds doctors
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As the sun rose above the horizon 
Sept. 19,2020, Canton teenager Mionna 
Johnson awoke, ready to write another 
chapter in her already remarkable life.
An honor roll student and aspiring 

artist working on learning her third lan­
guage, the 14-year-old was joyfully sing­
ing and dancing to her favorite K-Pop 
group, BTS, with her mom, Tiffany Ber­

nard, when tragedy struck.
An undetected arteriovenous malfor­

mation (AVM) ruptured near Johnson’s 
brain stem, causing her to faint and set­
ting off a chain reaction that left the 
once-vibrant high school freshman 
fighting for her life.
An AVM is an abnormal tangle of 

blood vessels connecting arteries and 
veins, which disrupts normal blood flow 
and oxygen circulation, according to 
mayoclinic.org. If an AVM ruptures, as

in Johnson’s case, it can cause bleed­
ing in the brain, a stroke or brain dam­
age, according to the website.

“Doctors call it a ticking time bomb 
because there are usually no symp­
toms before it ruptures,” Bernard said. 
“Even if they know it’s there, they can’t 
remove it because the procedure 
would cause the same kind of rupture 
that happened to Mionna.”

See TEEN, Page 6A

Amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
during which students in the Farming- 
ton Public Schools district have gone 
without in-person learning until this 
month, Sue and Dean Cobb found a 
way to make a winter play happen.

The result is a radio production of 
“It’s A Wonderful Life,” recorded live 
by student actors and crew. The play, 
based on the 1946 film of the same 
name, follows George Bailey as he con­
templates death by suicide. According 
to producer Sue Cobb, the play lends 
itself to radio in a lot of ways.

“Actually, at Harrison, we did do 
this once before,” she said. “It’s written 
as a radio performance that a live audi­
ence sees.

See RADIO PLAY, Page 6A
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Precautions remain as teachers vaccinated

Village Oaks Elementary teacher Lisa Rice works with students in her classroom Jan. 20. john heider/hometownlife.com

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi teacher Lisa Rice expected her 
COVID-19 vaccination to go smoothly 
Jan. 21

Her plan was to drive to Novi Fire Sta­
tion No. 4, stick her arm out the car win­
dow, and get injected with her first 
round of protection against COVID-19.

“I’ve never been so excited to get a 
shot in the arm,” Rice joked.

Rice said she already dodged a bullet 
in the fall when her son, a Grand Valley 
State University student, contracted the 
illness and they both had to quarantine.
Many teachers set appointments 

earlier this month after the vaccinations 
were opened to educational personnel, 
but only a small percentage were able to 
secure the first dose.

“I feel very fortunate, a lot of teachers 
weren’t able to get an appointment right 
away,” said Nick Peruski, who teaches 
math and business at Lakeland High 
School. “I don’t think it’s a magic bullet, 
but it’s a step in the right direction.

“This is the evolution of returning to 
normalcy.”

Novi Superintendent Steve Mat­
thews said he is excited about the vac­
cine and feels it will give teachers more 
confidence in the classroom.

His preference, he said, would be to 
have a clinic in the district and all 900 
staff vaccinated at once. However, the 
vaccine rollout neither equates to an im­
mediate return to in-person learning 
nor a normal-looking classroom.

The district has had in-person learn­
ing two days per week since September.

“This is not a silver bullet to all the 
struggles we’ve been through over the 
last 10 months,” Matthews said. “... The 
reality is every one of our employees 
need to be vaccinated. Right now there 
is not a lot of vaccine around. Our hope 
is that Oakland County gets more vac­
cine so our staff can do their job.”

Heather Burnside, Novi Education 
Association president, said most teach­
ers she had spoken with were excited 
about getting the vaccine.

She conducted a survey of staff. Of 
244 respondents, 89 were able to sched­
ule a vaccine appointment, and 151 had 
tried to schedule but were unable to get 
an appointment.

“Most are really excited to get it and 
hopefully it gets us back to normal,” she 
said."... The big discussion at the school 
board level, is let’s get kids back in. Ev­
ery teacher wants that, it’s just the argu­

ment of when it is safe to do so. We 
know this isn’t ideal.”
An increase in vaccinations likely 

will lead to an increase in class sizes, if 
not necessarily full-time face-to-face 
instruction, Matthews said. But the roll­
out is expected to take some time and he 
anticipates current safety measures to 
be around at least through June.

Matthews said the larger impact will 
be felt in the fall when he expects the 
vast majority of staff would be vaccinat­
ed and school could return to five days 
per week, although he would not be sur­
prised if the use of hand sanitizers and 
disinfectant wipes continues to be part 
of daily protocol.

“One thing the pandemic has taught 
us is we need to be mindful of the health 
things in our buildings, to make sure 
they are clean so we don’t spread this vi­
rus or any other virus,” he said.

South Lyon Superintendent Steve 
Archibald

senses a great deal of optimism. Ar­
chibald had no target for percentage of 
staff that would need to be vaccinated to 
have an impact on future spread, leav­
ing that to epidemiologists who have 
said between 70-80 percent of the pop­
ulation needs vaccination in order to 
achieve herd immunity.

“Every significant advancement like 
this moves us closer to what we are op­
erating and what we remember as a nor­
mal school setting,” he said. “This is a 
significant development overall, bigger 
than just school.”

He, like Matthews, also doesn’t antic­
ipate cleaning protocols, or masks, to go 
away anytime soon.

“I don’t think masks are a hang-up or 
roadblock for us anymore, we’re wear­
ing them and moving on,” he said. “The

big things that are challenging for us are 
the number of students and staff that 
had to go into quarantine had huge im­
pact, and what constitutes close con­
tact. Those are areas that I hope those 
guidelines can be loosened.”

Peruski is doing his part in getting the 
vaccine. He hopes the community will 
join in the effort when the vaccines are 
widely available.

“If you asked all the teachers, they 
want to be in classroom with kids, their 
worry is safety, making sure they are 
protected,” he said. “My worry is we are 
face-to-face for two weeks, a month, 
and outbreaks force us to go remote. The 
more that get vaccinated, the more like­
ly we can stay face-to-face.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometoiunlife.com or 517- 
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.

Winning $1.05B Mega Millions ticket sold in Novi
Miriam Marini Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

One lucky Michigander managed to 
beat the odds and snag the third-largest 
lottery jackpot ever won in the United 
States of $1.05 billion, Michigan Lottery 
announced Saturday.

“Lucky person,” Marcia Owens, of 
Novi, said as she loaded soda into her 
car’s trunk with her husband Saturday 
afternoon. That’s putting it lightly, as 
the chances of winning the Mega Mil­
lions jackpot are one in 302.5 million.

Friday’s winning numbers were 4,26, 
42, 50, 60 and Mega Ball 24.

Since a winning ticket was sold in 
Wisconsin on Sept. 15, the top prize has

kept growing. Until one player hap­
pened to buy a ticket at the Kroger locat­
ed at 47650 Grand River Ave. in Novi.

“Kroger congratulates the individual 
who purchased a winning Mega Mil­
lions lottery ticket at our location in No­
vi, Michigan,” a Kroger spokesperson 
said in a statement.

For selling the winning ticket, the 
store will receive a $50,000 flat-rate 
commission once the prize has been 
claimed, said Jake Harris with the Mich­
igan Lottery. It is unclear whether the 
commission will go directly to the local 
retailer or to the Kroger company.

Still, as the Owenses stood feet away 
from where history was made at their 
usual grocer, the couple - who don’t buy

lottery tickets - contemplated the risk 
associated with partaking in the lottery.

“Somebody’s gotta win, but some­
body’s gotta pay for it,” said Owens’ hus­
band, who works for a casino and did 
not want his name published. “You gotta 
lose more than you win.”

Marcia Owens said in more frank 
terms: “I think if s stupid. People are al­
ready hurting, between unemployment 
and everything else, and they’re going to 
make it easier to lose more money.”

The earliest the prize could be 
claimed was Monday, but big prizes 
usually take a while to be claimed as 
winners wrap their heads around the 
money they’re about to step into, Harris 
said.

“What I would tell the winner is that 
they’re gonna want to make sure to sign 
the back of the ticket and keep it in a 
very safe place,” Harris said. “A lottery 
ticket is a bearer instrument. So, in or­
der to claim the prize, they have to have 
that original ticket in their hand.”

Winners have a choice between ac­
cepting the prize as a graduated annuity 
or as a lump sum. In this case, the annu­
ity option would begin with a payment 
of $15.8 million and end with $65 million 
before tax, and the lump sum would 
amount to $776.6 million before tax.

As Mega Millions is a multi-state 
jackpot, there’s no easy way to tell how 
many tickets were purchased in Michi­
gan for this pot.
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Michigan will allow indoor dining 
on a limited basis starting Monday, 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said at a news 
conference.

While the announced order did not 
change the timeline in place for the 
last two weeks, it does offer some relief 
to restaurant and bar owners crying 
out for the chance to let people eat in­
side.

“I know this pandemic has hurt res­
taurant owners or restaurant workers, 
and all of their families,” Whitmer 
said. “I want to thank those that made 
incredible sacrifices and did their part, 
on behalf of protecting our communi­
ties from COVID. ... I know that it has 
not been easy. I want you to know that 
I will continue to do everything in my 
power to support you and your family.”

In November, Whitmer and state

health officials enacted what she de­
scribed as a temporary ban on indoor 
dining, in-person classes and any oper­
ations at venues such as movie theaters 
or bowling alleys.

While the state has rolled back many 
of these restrictions, restaurants and 
bars have not yet been allowed to offer 
indoor dining. That has garnered push- 
back from industry associations and 
Republicans.

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, the state’s chief 
medical executive, said it’s still safest 
for elderly people or people with under­
lying medical conditions to avoid dining 
out indoors. The state will also imple­
ment restrictions on indoor dining: 
businesses can’t be above 25% capacity, 
and they have to close by 10 p.m.

Other restrictions include:
• No more than six people to a table, 

with tables set at least 6 feet apart
• No more than 100 people or 25% ca­

pacity, whichever is smaller
• No mingling with other patrons 

outside your diner group or in common

areas or other places
• All restaurants must obtain contact 

information for every person who eats 
indoors. This is crucial for contact trac­
ing in the event someone who ate at a 
restaurant gets COVID-19.

• If an employee contracts COVID-19 
or shows symptoms at work, the venue 
must shut down until a deep cleaning is 
conducted.

These changes give residents a 
choice, Khaldun said.

“We want people to have the choice to 
go to a restaurant, and we are doing 
what we can to make it safer,” she said.

The order takes effect Feb. 1 and runs 
through Feb. 21. Whitmer said the state 
will monitor case rates during the three- 
week period - improvements could 
mean fewer restrictions, but backslid­
ing could mean another ban.

“Our goal is to make sure that we 
don’t have to take another pause in the 
state and that’s why we’re encouraging

See INDOOR DINING, Page 4A
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Farmington hawk’s 
injuries too severe to be 
saved after accident
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com

Wayne County man 
tests positive for more 
contagious virus variant

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington police officers swooped 
in Saturday to rescue a hawk from the 
grille of a vehicle. But removal wasn’t 
enough to save the raptor.

Laura Butler, Howell Nature Center’s 
wildlife and education director, said 
plans were to euthanize the hawk 
whose right femur and ulna were broken 
when it collided with a vehicle traveling 
on M-5 and became stuck in the grille.

The femur injury cannot be repaired. 
Euthanization is the most humane op­
tion considering the hawk’s suffering, 
Butler said.

It’s a far cry from the initial Farming- 
ton Public Safety Department’s Face- 
book report.

Police apparently “meticulously ^ex­
tricated” the bird by first removing parts 
from the front of the vehicle so as to not 
further injure the animal.

The hawk was taken to Animal Emer­
gency Center of Novi, where police ex­
pected the hawk to make a full recovery 
for release into the wild.

Farmington public safety officers 
rescued a hawk stuck in a vehicle’s 
grille Jan. 23. courtesy of
FARMINGTON PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT

Butler said Monday afternoon the 
speed and force of the collision may 
have been too severe for the hawk.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @>susan- 
vela.

Slone Terranella Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

A Wayne County man tested posi­
tive for the B.1.L7 coronavirus variant, 
state officials said Saturday.

Michael McElrath, a spokesman for 
the Wayne County Health Depart­
ment, said Wayne County’s case is not 
connected with other B.1.1.7 cases from 
Washtenaw County. Officials are not 
releasing what city the Wayne County 
variant case comes from.

The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Bureau of 
Laboratories tested specimen samples 
and figured out the man had the B.1.L7 
variant Saturday.

The new coronavirus variant trans­
mits more easily, which can lead to 
more cases of COVID-19 and hospital­
izations, Michigan State Police said in 
a news release.

Washtenaw’s health department 
said there are five confirmed cases of 
the B.1.1.7 variant in the county. This 
also comes at a time when the depart­
ment urges people who visited Meijer

or Briarwood Mall in Ann Arbor on 
Jan. 17 to get tested.

“B.L1.7 spreads more easily between 
people, but there has been no indication 
that it affects the clinical outcomes or 
disease severity compared to the SARS- 
CoV-2 virus that has been circulating 
across the United States for months,” a 
news release from Michigan State Po­
lice said.

The release also said it’s possible 
there are more B.1.1.7 cases in Michigan 
that haven’t been identified.

“The new variant is present in Michi­
gan and we are at risk of seeing more 
spread of COVID-19. Everyone should do 
their part to end this pandemic,” Dr. Jo- 
neigh Khaldun, chief medical executive 
at the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services, said in a news re­
lease. “Get tested if you have been ex­
posed, have symptoms, or have recently 
traveled to an area with a new variant 
spreading.”

Health departments in the state are 
working directly with the University of 
Michigan to prevent the spread of the 
B.1.L7 coronavirus.

Deer in Livonia found with plastic container stuck on face
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Patricia Polzin is used to seeing two 
deer - a mother and her young buck - in 
the backyard of her Livonia home near 
the corner of Newburgh and Seven Mile 
roads.

But the last time she saw the young 
buck, it was quite a different sight to 
see: its face was trapped in a plastic 
container.

“They’re quite comfortable in my 
yard, they’ll even lay in the grass in the 
summer,” Polzin said. “I tried to get (the 
plastic container) off him, but as soon 
as I tried to get closer than six feet, he 
ran.”

After finding the deer in her yard 
Tuesday, Polzin said she immediately 
called local animal control officers.

Normally, officers would tranquilize 
the deer before removing the container 
from its face. However, tranquilizers 
take several minutes to take effect, and 
in this case, Polzin lives close enough to 
Interstate 275 that animal control didn’t 
want to risk the deer bolting and poten­
tially causing a vehicle-related accident 
on the freeway.

Polzin is helping Livonia animal con­
trol officers search for the buck and laid 
out a trail of food in her yard, but as of 
Jan. 21, she hadn’t had any luck locating 
the little guy.

According to Polzin, officers believe

the deer dug the container out of some­
one’s recycling bin. Livonia is one of 
several metro Detroit communities that 
faces deer overpopulation, and this not 
an uncommon issue, officers told her.

“The thing is, if people are putting 
containers in their recycling such as 
peanut (butter) jars and jelly jars, they 
should put the lid on or cut the contain­
er,” Polzin said. “Because, according to 
animal control, this happens all the 
time.”

Livonia Animal Control did not re­
spond to a call requesting comment.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@ shelby_tankk.

A young buck with a plastic container 
stuck to its face has been seen near 
Newburgh and Seven Mile in Livonia.
COURTESY OF PATRICIA POLZIN
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Indoor dining
Continued from Page 2A

and supporting the restaurant industry to ensure that 
they follow the protocols that we know work,” Whitm- 
er said.

For weeks, restaurants and similar businesses have 
argued they can operate safely and the state must give 
patrons the choice to eat inside.

Blake George, co-owner of Adachi in downtown Bir­
mingham and Zao Jun in Bloomfield Hills, said his 
businesses will do what they can.

“It’s a start. We were hoping, obviously, for better 
results,” George said. “But we have to be optimistic and 
it is what it is.”

Justin Winslow, president and CEO of the Michigan 
Restaurant & Lodging Association, said the news was 
welcome but overdue.

“It is now time for this administration to move ag­
gressively toward a more comprehensive reintegration 
strategy, which includes prioritizing vaccination for 
the broader hospitality industry and establishing clear 
metrics for phased reopening to 100% capacity of in­
door dining,” Winslow said.

Whitmer also called on the Legislature to work with 
her to pass the recovery plan she unveiled this week, 
as a way to help small businesses and the economy re­
bound through broader vaccinatiomefforts.

Ensuring vaccines are injected remains a problem, 
although the lag between delivering and administer­
ing doses is improving. And while Whitmer proposed a 
$5.6 billion recovery plan - largely funded through 
federal dollars - her critics have blasted her for not 
moving faster to restore some form of indoor dining.

State Republicans have threatened to not distribute 
hundreds of millions of dollars in federal aid intended 
to accelerate vaccinations and improve testing unless 
Whitmer lets residents eat inside restaurants.

Whitmer frequently says the state and nation need 
to put aside partisan differences and work together to 
defeat COVID-19. But she has also repeatedly pointed 
the finger at the Trump administration’s ineptitude 
while arguing state lawmakers aren’t taking the pan­
demic seriously enough.

Biden unleashed a litany of executive orders aimed 
at ramping up vaccinations, slowing down the spread 
of the virus and a return to normalcy. That includes 
broad guidelines for reopening schools and business­
es, which Whitmer is under pressure to accelerate as 
well.

As reported by USA Today, Biden’s executive orders 
include:

• Telling federal departments to use the Defense 
Production Act so the country has more personal pro­
tective equipment, needles and other supplies

• Requiring masks to be worn on airplanes, trains 
and federal property

• Issuing new federal safety guidelines for schools 
and workplaces

• Expanding testing capacity and publishing uni­
form data

Biden was later expected to sign another two exec­
utive orders that will make it easier for those in need to 
get food through federal programs and start requiring 
federal contractors to pay workers at least $15 an hour.

Whitmer said these decisions will have a clear and 
immediate impact in Michigan.

“I’m happy that President Biden recognizes the im­
portance (of the Defense Production Act) and knows 
we cannot end this pandemic unless we work togeth­
er,” Whitmer said.

However, she said there aren’t enough vaccines for 
everyone who wants a COVID-19 shot right now.

“That’s the frustration that you can feel coming 
from me.... That’s our universal frustration,” Whitmer 
said. “We have the capacity and the plan to do a lot 
more vaccinations quicker, but the federal government 
has been hard. They have not gotten us what we need.”

The state says it can put shots into the arms of 
50,000 people a day, but the supply so far has only 
been enough to vaccinate 60,000 people a week. 
Whitmer said she’s hopeful that by enacting the De­
fense Production Act and with new coronavirus vac­
cines in the pipeline from Johnson and Johnson and 
AstraZeneca, the supply problems could improve.

“We will get to everyone,” she said, urging patience. 
“That is my solemn vow is that everyone who wants a 
vaccine is going to get one.”

New variant real threat to Michigan

Since the start of the pandemic, the virus has in­
fected 544,311 people and has killed 14,053, according 
to state data.

But this week, a new and more contagious mutation 
of the virus, known as B.1.L7 or the United Kingdom 
variant, was detected in Michigan. At least three wom­
en with ties to the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor 
have the strain, which is about 50% more transmis­
sible than others. The results of five more genetic se­
quencing tests of close contacts of the women are 
pending.

This strain of the virus is not more deadly and isn’t 
known to make people more severely ill than other 
previously identified variants. However, state health 
officials are concerned that if the variant begins to cir­

culate widely in the state, this fast-spreading form of 
the virus could drive up case numbers, hospitaliza­
tions and deaths.

“We are watching this situation as closely as pos­
sible,” said Dr. Juan Luis Marquez, medical director of 
the Washtenaw County Health Department. "And we 
ask everyone to continue to do everything they can to 
prevent transmission — mask, distance, avoid crowds 
or gatherings, clean your hands frequently, and follow 
isolation or quarantine guidance carefully.”

First detected in the U.K. in September, the B.LL7 
variant has driven case rates, hospitalizations and 
deaths so high, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales are in lockdown. Prime Minister Boris John­
son told journalists Thursday that it’s unclear when 
restrictions might be lifted, the Guardian reported.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven­
tion reported 144 known cases nationally in 20 states 
as of Wednesday, and warned that based on transmis­
sion models, the U.K. variant could become the predo­
minant strain circulating in the U.S. in March.

The vaccines on the market now are believed to be 
effective against the U.K. variant of the virus. Research 
is ongoing, but Pfizer released new data Wednesday to 
support that claim.

If the variant becomes the dominant strain in Mich­
igan, it could trigger new public health orders and re­
strictions, Robert Gordon, director of the state Depart­
ment of Health and Human Services, said at a news 
conference Wednesday.

“We have always said that we look at multiple fac­
tors. I think we will continue to do that. ... There’s no 
cookbook for identifying when to move” to enforce 
tighter public health restrictions, Gordon said. “I will 
say, obviously, we are very concerned about the vari­
ant, and so we will be observing trends as we move 
forward.”

Whitmer said Friday that she is trying to ensure 
there won’t have to be any more shutdowns.

Michigan’s economic recovery

There can be no economic recovery without mass 
vaccinations, Whitmer and other officials have ar­
gued. In response to her recovery package though, Re­
publicans in the state Legislature appear skeptical and 
hesitant to commit to the proposal.

While acknowledging the plan includes some favor­
able components — there are hundreds of millions of 
dollars intended for small businesses, economic de­
velopment and making it easier for schools to allow in- 
person classes — Republicans in the House and Senate 
did not miss a chance to criticize the governor.

House Appropriations Committee Chairman 
Thomas Albert, R-Lowell, said he was still reviewing 
the plan yet pledged he would not give the governor “a 
blank check to continue mismanaging our state’s re­
sponse to COVID-19.”

Whitmer’s administration sent the outline of her re­
quest to lawmakers this week; bills formally detailing 
her proposal are expected to be filed next week, when 
legislators return to Lansing.

“Luxury Condominium 

Living At Its Finest!,,

Canton, MI- Enchanting 2 or 3 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 1,450 to 2,000 square feet, 
contemporary design, gourmet kitchens with granite counters, 
scenic landscaping, and spacious great rooms, from the $270’s.

Villas at Woodbridge Estates • Canton, MI

OPEN 12-6 PM

Friday Thru Tuesday
For Information 734-844-8300

FURNISHED MODELS 
LOCATED AT:

48M0 I ’aslbridge, Canton, Ml 48188 
Located Off (Jcddes Rd between 

Denton Rd. Beck Rd.

Plymouth, MI- Elegant 3 or 4 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 2,270 to 2,430 square feet, 
gourmet kitchens with granite counters, quality features, 
and fireplaces, centrally located minutes from downtown 
Plymouth and nearby Northville, from $384,900.

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY UNITS AVAILABLE

Open 12pm - Spin 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

or by Appointment 
l or Information 
734-354-9000

MODELS LOCATED AT!
I inlcil A!:

4243? < inleuiiv Drive, . 
Plymouth. MI 48170

WoodbridgeCommumties.com
LCW5MG002025W)1

Service Call Charge 
Waived with Work 
Performed
Same Day Service
All Our Technicians 
are Licensed 
and Background 
Checked
100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

i r

In-Season 
Furnace 

Safety Check

With Coupon, 
Expires 1/31/21.

wtunvn n-Ducn:

18 Months No Interest 

on New Furnace & 
AC System

*Restrictions apply

J L

Experts Since 1980

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

248-372-9929
“Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details

LOGCI0567281.01
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
Toll Brothers Michigan Model Home Wins National

Award in NAHB Competition
Tour Today and Learn About National Sales Event Savings Available For a Limited-Time

The Michigan division of 
Toll Brothers, the nation’s 
leading builder of luxury homes, 
has won a Silver Award in the 
National Association of Home 
Builders’ most prestigious awards 
competition, The Nationals. 
The Silver Award was given to 
Toll Brothers in the category of 
Best Single-Family Detached 
Model Home (under 2,000 sq. 
ft.) for its Berks model home in 
the company’s Reserve at West 
Bloomfield community. Home 
buyers can tour this award­
winning model home and many 
others during the Toll Brothers 
National Sales Event running 
January 30 to February 15,2021.
The Nationals 2020 Silver 

Awards salute and honor the best 
in the building industry for their 
determination, integrity, creativity 
and endurance. During a four- 
day judging process, a panel of 
industry professionals from across 
the country determine the award 
winners from a field of over 900 
entries.

“The Nationals are the most 
prestigious awards of their 
kind, setting the benchmark 
for innovation in new home 
design, marketing and sales,” 
said Alex Martin, Toll Brothers 
Midwest Division President. 
“We’re honored to be recognized 
nationally with this Silver Award, 
and we encourage home shoppers 
to tour our award-winning model 
homes for themselves during our 
National Sales Event launching 
this Saturday, January 30.”LCH3MG002028541

The Toll Brothers fully- 
decorated Berks model home in 
the Reserve at West Bloomfield 
community features a ranch-style, 
open-concept design complete 
with a home office, and must- 
see finished basement. Other 
highlights of the Toll Brothers 
Berks model include: a gorgeous 
kitchen with large center island 
open toii casual dining area, 
great room, and formal dining 
room area; a luxurious first-floor 
primary bedroom suite with 
lavish primary bath; a spacious 
secondary bedroom with adjacent 
full bath; and luxe appointments 
throughout.

Reserve at West Bloomfield is an 
amazing new community featuring 
spacious ranch-style homes with 
an easy, low-maintenance lifestyle 
and resort-style amenities. All 
in a convenient location just 
steps to the West Bloomfield 
Trail and the beauty of the West 
Bloomfield Nature Preserve. Tour 
our gorgeous Berks ranch model 
home and our new Waltham 
two-story model home today. 
Priced from the upper $400,000s. 
Call (248) 654-8555 or visit 
ReserveatWestBloomfield.com for 
more information.

Toll Brothers also has an 
outstanding selection of homes 
at the following Metro-Detroit 
communities:
New in South Lyon

Toll Brothers newest community 
Lyon Preserve is now open and 
selling out of our West Bloomfield 
location offering the same ranch-

style homes and luxury, 
low maintenance 
living. Lyon Preserve 
is nestled in a private 
wooded enclave in 
Lyon Township just 
minutes from historic 
downtown South Lyon 
and every convenience 
priced from the upper 
$400,000s. Call (866)
267-0537 or visit 
LyonPreserve.com to 
learn more.
Resort-class Amenities 
in Canton
Westridge Estates 

is the only new 
community in Canton offering 
resort-style amenities, including 
a clubhouse with fitness room, 
gathering room, kitchenette, 
locker rooms, pools, sand 
volleyball court, children’s play 
park and walking paths. Westridge 
Estates is located just south of 
Ford Road, west of Ridge Road, 
and home prices start in the low 
$600,000s. For more information, 
visit WestridgeofCanton.com or 
caU (734) 844-0279.
Selling Fast in Canton

Hamlet Pointe and Hamlet 
Meadows are located within the 
existing community of The Hamlet 
offering an exceptional location 
close to Plymouth-Canton schools, 
the Ford Road Shopping District, 
expressways, parks and the quaint 
Cherry Hill Village.
At Hamlet Meadows, pricing 

starts in the mid-$400,000s and 
two-story home designs range from

Visit the award-winning Berks model home at the Toll Brothers Reserve at West 
Bloomfield community and learn about limited-time savings offered during the 
company’s National Sales Event.

2,411 sq. ft. to more than 2,842 
sq. ft. Brand new, open-concept 
designs are now available. Hamlet 
Pointe features large home sites 
and side-entry garages. Homes are 
priced from the mid-$500,000s. 
Three stunning model homes are 
now available to tour and quick 
move-in homes are available. For 
details, visit The-Hamlet.com or 
call (734)398-5939.
Luxurious Living in Northville 

Final opportunities are now 
available in Northville! Toll 
Brothers at Dunhill Park is on the 
corner of Beck Road and 8 Mile 
Road across from Maybury State 
Park and offers a range of home 
designs with an exceptional list of 
features on grand oversized home 
sites. Prices start from the upper 
$700,000s. Call (248) 924-2601 
or visit LiveAtDunhillPark.com 
for details.
Popular Villas in Ann Arbor

North Oaks of Ann Arbor is 
the region’s premier resort-class 
community situated in a stunning 
109-acre setting. Two collections 
of homes are available: Townhomes 
from the low $400,000s and Villas 
from the low $500,000s.
The Villas range from 2,041 

to 2,631+ square feet and offer 
first- or second-floor primary 
bedroom suites, island kitchens, 
open layouts, loft space, and more. 
The Townhomes just released new 
exterior styles and range from 
1,861 to 1,890+ sq. ft. and include 
a 2-car garage, a lower level with 
the option to finish and options to 
add a loft or rooftop deck.
A clubhouse with a fitness 

center, yoga room, billiards, great 
room with fireplace, verandas 
overlooking the lap and wading 
pools, locker rooms and a play park 
is now open. North Oaks is located 
minutes from the University of 
Michigan’s north campus, the

VA Hospital, St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital, C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital, and downtown Ann 
Arbor. Children attend acclaimed 
Ann Arbor Schools with the 
elementary and middle schools 
just 3 minutes away. For details, 
call (734) 224-6686 or visit North- 
Oaks.com.
Final Opportunities for Single- 
Family Homes from low $400,000s 
in Ann Arbor

Trailwoods of Ann Arbor, a new 
community of single-family homes 
tucked into a gorgeous setting 
with Ann Arbor schools and low 
Scio Twp taxes is now available. 
Two collections of homes offer all 
new open-concept designs with 
an impressive list of included 
features. The Village Collection is 
priced from the low $400,000s and 
The Parkside Collection is priced 
from the upper $400,000s. Two 
gorgeous models are available to 
tour and quick move-in homes are 
available. For more information, 
visit TrailwoodsOfAnnArbor.com 
or call (734) 995-5503.
Toll Brothers is set to kick off its 

National Sales Event “Discover 
the Difference” on Saturday, 
January 30. The event will run 
through Monday, February 15, 
featuring limited-time incentives 
at Toll Brothers communities 
throughout Michigan. To learn 
more about Toll Brothers and the 
National Sales Event, please call 
866-267-0537 or visit TollBrothers. 
com/MI.
This is not an offering where prohibited by 
law.

THE DUKE
WESTRIDGE ESTATES OF CANTON I CANTON, M

• •

WESTRIDGE ESTATES 
OF CANTON
Selling Fast!
Tour Stunning Duke Model Today
Expansive home sites with clubhouse, 
fitness, pools, and play park in the 
Plymouth-Canton School District 
From the low $600s 
734-844-0279

TOLL BROTHERS AT 
THE HAMLET
Three Gorgeous Decorated Model 
Homes to Tour 
Community Clubhouse,
Sport Courts, and Playground
Single-family homes in the 
Plymouth-Canton School District with 
walking trails to Independence Park

Hamlet Meadows
Executive homes with open layouts 
and an outstanding list of included 
features at a great value 
From the mid-$400s 
734-398-5939

Discover the Difference | Mortgage Rates Near an All-Time Low
Toll Brothers offers new luxury home communities In Canton

Hamlet Pointe
Estate homes on larger home sites 
with side-entry garages, two-story 
family rooms, luxurious primary 
bedroom suites, and much more. 
From the mid-$500s 
734-398-5939

TollSalesEvent.com/Canton

iOpen Every Day [11 am-6 pm]. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. ‘Offer, if 
any, is valid for new buyers who purchase a home in a participating community and deposit between 01/30/21 and 02/15/21, sign an agreement of sale by 2/28/21, and close on the home. Offers, incentives, and seller 
contributions, if any, vary by community and are subject to certain terms, conditions, and restrictions. Not all communities, not all home sites, and not all options and upgrades are included in this Sales Event so see the 
Sales team in your desired community for specific details. Toll Brothers reserves the right to change or withdraw any offer at any time. Not valid with any other offer. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. 441951 -sassr nyse 
- 01/21



Decision

From left, Farmington High School students Ben Corsi, Aidan Fetterman and Maggie Kramer perform for a radio-play 
recording of “It’s A Wonderful Life.” photos courtesy of greg kramer

The cast of “It’s A Wonderful Life,” produced by Sue Cobb.

Radio play
Continued from Page 1A

“So this time, we just decided to do it 
as a true radio performance. Our audi­
ence will just be at home”

The Cobbs have been doing theater 
with Farmington schools for years. 
They’ve worked with students at Far­
mington, North Farmington and the 
now-closed Harrison High School over 
the years and were happy to bring some 
element of theater to this unorthodox 
school year.

“Having theater in my life, and the 
Cobbs, is really special,” said Elena 
Nicholson, a senior portraying Violet 
Bick.

The cast held all its rehearsals virtu­
ally via Zoom. But for the live recording, 
the cast and crew got together for the 
first time to record the play.

"It was as if they were on stage per­
forming things,” Cobb said. “It is a live 
recording and it doesn’t have editing in 
that respect at all. We started at the be­
ginning as if it was opening night....

“Putting them in the auditorium and 
doing it straight through as though they 
were performing allowed them to get the 
theater experience in that way.”

According to the Cobbs, the virtual 
rehearsal process was challenging for

Self-defense
Continued from Page 1A

Triplett said Jones moved to get a 
better look at everyone in the store. But 
then it seemed the other gunman 
blocked his path, as well as that of his 
brother and a childhood friend. Jones 
fired into the air as a warning.

“There’s no option to retreat here,” 
Triplett said. “The guy clearly is not let­
ting him out the store. Self-defense is 
exactly what we’re claiming. There was 
no attempt to kill. We believe that Mr. 
Jones acted reasonable based on these 
circumstances.”

many of the students, and the familial 
bond casts normally form as they pre­
pare for a performance was lacking. In­
stead, the experience gave the actors a 
new set of skills.

“We say that acting is reacting, and 
so they still had to react as another char­
acter to what was going on even though, 
visually, you couldn’t see what was go­
ing on,” said director Dean Cobb. “It 
gave them a real challenge in that way.”

The cast hopes the audio experience 
will allow the audience to play a bigger 
creative role in the production. In many 
ways, it will be like listening to a pod­
cast.

According to Triplett, Jones is a high 
school graduate who worked for Chrys­
ler and has no prior criminal record.

Prosecutors have said he fired more 
shots at those who ran from the store.

“Unsurprisingly, I disagree on multi­
ple levels,” prosecuting attorney Ryan 
Elsey said. “There’s nothing in that 
video that in any way suggests that the 
defendant’s conduct was justified. He 
was the first person to draw a weapon. 
He drew that weapon and opened fire in 
the middle of a crowded place.

“If this was a valid self-defense issue, 
... we wouldn’t have had to have a man­
hunt to go find him. We wouldn’t have 
found that once we found him and put 
him under arrest that he had already

“It allows you to use your imagina­
tion in a way,” said Joe Smentowski, a 
senior portraying Henry Potter. “Even 
though you’re not seeing these charac­
ters, you can picture them in your 
head, and everyone will have their own 
interpretation of it.”

Listeners can time in to “If s A Won­
derful Life” at midnight Jan. 30 
through 10 p.m. Jan. 31. The free 90- 
minute stream of the performance can 
be found at bit.ly/FHSWonderfulLife.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@ shelby_tankk.

ditched the gun that was used in this 
incident.”

Third Circuit Judge Damella Wil­
liams refused to reduce Jones’ $1 mil­
lion bond.

“To fire a gun at a mall. ... That’s 
very serious,” Williams said. “Bullets, 
as they say, don’t have a name on 
them. You don’t know where they’re 
going to land, who’s going to get hurt.”

She asked the attorneys to present 
witness lists in preparation for trial. 
The next pre-trial conference is set for 
Feb. 11.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.

Continued from Page 1A

“If s not to question the need for this 
at all,” Bahr said. “I really want to reit­
erate that. But it’s just to go through 
the procedure of this.”

Councilmen Jim Jolly and Brandon 
McCullough voted against sending the 
issue to committee, both saying they 
were ready to vote.

“I would like to vote on this tonight 
to get the ball rolling,” Jolly said. "I 
think there are a lot of things here to 
figure out, but I think those are admin­
istrative things.”

The decision to send the issue to 
committee also drew criticism from 
some residents.

“Due diligence would have been 
coming prepared to vote on the resolu­
tion,” resident Sara Overwater said.

Richard Glover, chairman of the 
city’s human relations commission, 
also said he would have preferred a 
vote Monday night. -

“I’m a little disappointed that we 
didn’t pass this today,” he said. “I guess 
my question is whaf s the difference 
between passing this today, now, and 
doing the actual work to get it done? 
You’ve all committed to that, very 
much so.”

Others said they appreciate coun­
cil’s desire to get more information be­
fore voting.

“To look at something like this is 
great, but to vote on it without the peo­
ple of the community that have to pay 
the bill for this brand-new position is 
not right,” resident Penny Crider said.

According to the city, the program, a 
“crisis support team,” would be the 
first in the region. The city of Birming­
ham also is considering creating a 
mental health co-responder program 
within its police department.

The team would accompany police 
officers to mental health-related calls 
like suicide attempts or drug addic­
tion. The team would also provide on­
going telehealth and follow-up care, 
connecting people with useful com­
munity resources.

Livonia Police Chief Curtis Caid 
said the team would allow the depart­
ment to put more focus on crime.

“They’re not social workers, they’re 
not psychologists,” he said of his police 
officers. “This program, this initiative, 
is an effort to help ease the burden 
placed on them.”

The panelists who presented Mon­
day night, as well as Mayor Maureen 
Miller Brosnan, had all expressed sup­
port for the program. Brosnan also not­
ed the pandemic has heightened the 
need for mental health care.

“This is an opportunity to the City 
of Livonia and Livonia Police Depart­
ment to be a sort of beacon on how to 
deal with this,” said Judge Timothy 
Kenny, the chief justice of the Wayne 
County Circuit Court. “As a Livonia 
resident, nothing would make me hap­
pier”

Adding the two mental health pro­
fessionals, who will both hold at least 
master’s degrees, will not cost the de­
partment more than $190,000 annual­
ly, and is already covered by budgeted 
funds. While they will work with the 
department and be approved by the 
department, both individuals will be 
Hegira employees.

Council President Kathleen McIn­
tyre said several times the issue will 
come before council again “as soon as 
possible.”

“This isn’t a delaying tactic,” she 
said. “We’re anxious to get this done 
and figured out.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Teen
Continued from Page 1A

A grim prognosis

After Johnson regained conscious­
ness, Bernard remembers her daughter 
describing her worsening headache as if 
“my brain just exploded.” The teenager 
also started sweating profusely, a 
symptom of an AVM rupture.

Rushed by ambulance to Beaumont 
Medical Center in Westland, Johnson’s 
condition deteriorated to such a degree 
that doctors declared her brain dead.
A deeply religious woman, Bernard 

refused to accept the devastating diag­
nosis.

“I was in shock when I heard how bad 
it was,” Bernard said. “But I wasn’t 
about to give up. I told the doctors I 
wanted a second opinion and they 
agreed to have Mionna airlifted by heli­
copter to Children’s Hospital in Detroit.% %

“I wasn’t allowed in the helicopter, so 
I drove about 100 miles an hour to Chil­
dren’s. The doctors warned me that 
Mionna’s condition could deteriorate in 
the air. I was scared to death because I 
didn’t know if she’d be dead or alive 
when I arrived at the hospital.”

Although Johnson survived the heli­
copter ride, Bernard was greeted by a 
grim report from the Children’s Hospital 
medical staff.

“The head surgeon walked up to me 
and said, ‘It’s not looking good at all, but 
we’re going to fight for your child’s life,’ ” 
Bernard said.
A three-hour brain surgery - the first 

of five Johnson would undergo over the 
next three months - helped stabilize her 
condition, but the outlook for a long­
term return to normal health was bleak.

“They told us if she did survive, she’d 
probably be paralyzed from the neck 
down and that she may never breathe 
on her own again,” Bernard said.

Johnson was hospitalized for 119 
days, her body hooked up to a network

V

of wires and hoses that sustained her 
life.

The lifesaving effort required an ex­
traordinary level of teamwork, both 
from the medical staff at Children’s 
Hospital and from Johnson’s parents. 
Bernard, who had recently opened a 
Westland salon, left her daughter’s side 
just once during the hospitalization, 
and that was to get baptized.

“I had to give up the salon, which was 
both easy and tough,” Bernard said. “It 
was easy because I wanted to be with 
my daughter during her recovery. Tough 
because it was a lifetime dream.”

Johnson’s father, Justin Johnson, 
had to step back from his job as deputy 
director of then-presidential candidate 
Joe Biden’s Michigan campaign so he 
could be at his daughter5s side.

One afternoon in October, during a 
particularly rough period in Mionna 
Johnson’s hospitalization, Justin John­
son’s cellphone buzzed. The caller was 
now-Vice President Kamala Harris, of­
fering her prayers to the family.

b I

“That call meant a lot to us,” Bernard 
said. “We were in a dark place that day, 
sitting in the hospital room with Mionna 
hooked up to life-support.

“It helped lift our spirits.”
Mionna’s condition took a miracu­

lous turn for the better Nov. 12.
“Mionna had to have a trachea put in 

because she couldn’t breathe on her 
own,” Bernard said. “They had to take 
her downstairs for the procedure.

“A few minutes later, a nurse ap­
proached me and said, ‘Mom, you’re not 
going to believe this, but she's awake!’ ”

Since that day, Mionna Johnson has 
showed steady signs of improvement.

“Yes, it’s been an emotional roller 
coaster,” Bernard said. “One minute we 
were jumping into grief, thinking we 
were going to lose her, then she’d 
bounce back, then maybe she’s gone 
again...

“The entire experience has been 
surreal.”

See TEEN, Page 7A



Michigan man denied bail on Capitol riot charges
Tresa Baidas and Gina Kaufman
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Calling him one of “the most violent” Capitol rioters, 
federal prosecutors said a Wixom man struck police 
officers who were guarding the doors at least 10 times 
with a hockey stick, swung at cops when they were 
down, hit them in the face and neck, then rallied other 
rioters before busting through a broken window to get 
inside, according to a court filing.

Prosecutors used these allegations to convince a 
judge Monday to deny bond to Michael Foy, 30, a for­
mer Marine who was arrested at his home on Jan. 21 for 
his alleged role in the unprecedented Capitol assault.

Toy’s lawyer argued that her client is suicidal, has 
mental health issues and needs to be home with his 
mom who can care for him, not in a jail cell. Public de­
fender Colleen Fitzharris said that Foy attempted sui­
cide in the first week of January and had no plans to 
harm anyone with his hockey stick, but rather only 
brought it to use as a makeshift flagpole.

The judge, who saw graphic video of the Capitol 
surge, didn’t buy it.

“I think the videos belie that,” U.S. Magistrate Patri­
cia Morris said. “That hockey stick was taken to be 
used as a weapon.”

Morris denied bond to Foy, concluding that he was a 
danger to society and himself, and couldn’t be trusted 
not to flee — just as prosecutors had argued.

Morris issued her decision after viewing graphic 
body cam footage that shows Foy approaching officers 
while holding a hockey stick. In the chaotic and violent 
scene, you can see the hockey stick swinging above the 
officer wearing the body cam.

“Michael Foy is among the most violent of the riot­
ers that day,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Hank Moon ar­

■ r

Michael Foy, of Wixom, 
attends a rally in support 
of former President 
Donald Trump in Detroit 
on Nov 6. Foy also 
attended the rally- 
turned-riot in the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, where 
he beat police officers 
with a hockey stick.
DETROIT FREE PRESS FILE

gued at the hearing, 
which came one day after 
the government drafted a 
detailed account of Fey’s 
alleged actions.

“Images and video tak­
en at the Capitol show 
Foy attacking officers 
guarding the doors. The 
scene is chaotic, graphic, 
and brutal. Rioters hurled 
projectiles at the officers 
and physically assaulted 
them, often using weap­
ons like poles, bottles, 
and in Foy’s case, a hock­
ey stick,” prosecutors 
wrote in a court filing, ar­
guing Foy was more than 
a ‘"bystander” in the vio­
lent protest, he was a 
leader.

“When things started 
to get out of hand, he took

a leading role in the violence. He repeatedly used the 
hockey stick to beat police officers in the face, head,
neck, and body area,” prosecutors argue in court docu­
ments. “ And then he rallied others into entering the 
Capitol — through broken windows. The nature and 
circumstances of Foy’s offenses support his deten­
tion.”

At Monday’s detention hearing, Foy’s lawyer of­
fered a glimpse into the life of the accused rioter, por­
traying him as a decorated veteran who did good by his 
country, suffers from depression and experienced 
“significant trauma” while in the military.

“He didn’t go to D.C. to cause violence,” said Fitz­

harris, who maintains that Foy got caught up in “mob 
mentality.”

According to Fitzharris, Foy has no criminal record 
or arrests, graduated from high school in 2009 and 
held various jobs over the years at Red Robin and Ter- 
minix. In 2014, he enlisted the Marines and received an 
honorable discharge in 2019 after reaching the rank of 
corporal and earning a “good conduct medal,” she said.

Fitzharris pleaded with the judge to release Foy to 
the custody of his mother and keep him on a tether, 
arguing jail is not the right place for people with seri­
ous mental health issues

“A mother is a much better monitor... than a jailer,” 
Fitzharris argued. “Jail is not the place to put him.”

Prosecutors, however, convinced the judge to keep 
Foy locked up.

“Several officers were dragged into the crowd, 
stripped of their protective gear, and beaten. Other ri­
oters used crowbars and other tools to knock the win­
dows out of the Capitol so rioters could enter,” prose­
cutors allege. “At one point, before the worst of the me­
lee began, Foy threw what appears to be a sharpened 
pole at the officers.”

Then came an ambush.
“A few seconds later, one of the rioters rushed the 

officers, knocking one of them to the ground. Foy 
jumped at the opportunity, immediately rushing to­
ward the officers with his hockey stick raised,” court 
documents state, alleging videos show “Foy violently 
assaulting Capitol Police Officers — including the offi­
cer on the ground, unable to fully protect himself.”

Foy was arrested on Jan. 21 at his home, where in­
vestigators “found the hockey stick he used and the 
hat he wore during the riot,” prosecutors wrote in a fil­
ing Sunday. He is charged with four felonies, including 
forcible assault upon an officer of the United States. If 
convicted, he faces up to 20 years in prison.

Teen DTE fraudsters demand money in Farmington Hills
Continued from Page 6A

Happy homecoming

On Jan. 21, with the 
sun making a rare mid­
winter cameo, Johnson 
walked slowly out of her 
Canton home, grasping 
a walker and aided by 
her parents, seven days 
after an emotional re­
lease from Children’s 
Hospital.

Her recovery, which 
doctors called “a medi­
cal miracle,” was cele­
brated by hospital staff, 
who showered her with 
cheers and applause as 
she was escorted in a 
wheelchair toward a 
waiting car.

“It felt really good to 
get home,” Johnson said 
measuredly, her speech 
slowed by a temporarily 
paralyzed vocal cord, 
and her recovery still an 
ongoing journey. “I was 
in my (hospital) room 
until at about 10 (a.m.) 
and then there was a big 
party (in the hospital).”

Asked what advice 
she’d offer to people 
who are enduring simi­
lar bouts of adversity, 
Johnson didn’t waver.
Td say be strong, be 

brave, have courage and 
have faith because God 
will work everything out 
for you,” she said.

Johnson said she 
learned a lot about her 
inner strength during 
the ordeal.

“Most of all, I learned 
I can get through any­
thing,” she said.

Johnson’s long-term 
prognosis is good, al­
though it will require 
grueling rehabilitation 
and a lot of patience for 
her to return to her pre- 
AVM rupture self.

Johnson’s parents 
said they wanted to 
share their daughter’s 
story to inspire and edu­
cate people.

“I had no idea what 
AVM was until this hap­
pened to Mionna,” Jus­
tin Johnson said. “May­
be if people learn about 
what we’ve gone 
through, it may help 
someone down the 
road.”

“The biggest lesson 
we’ve learned through 
all of this is never, ever 
give up,” Bernard said.

Contact reporter Ed 
Wright at eawright@ 
hometownlife.com or 
517-375-1113.

Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

Farmington Hills 
fraudsters are posing as 
DTE Energy employees 
threatening to cut off 
power unless money is

handed over.
Multiple Farmington 

Hills residents have re­
ceived calls demanding 
money for their “past due 
bills,” according to police.

The caller directs the 
victims to “the nearest 
DTE payment center”

that actually is a Bitcoin 
machine.

The victim then re­
ceives a QR code that in­
cludes the DTE logo. Vic­
tims who deposit money 
with the code receive re­
quests to deposit addi­
tional money.

Police are emphasizing 
that no legitimate busi­
ness or utility would de­
mand use of a Bitcoin ma­
chine. It’s a 2019 scam 
that is making a resur­
gence, they said.

Anyone who suspects 
fraud can call DTE at

800-477-4747. Ask to 
speak to a customer ser­
vice representative.

Police advise residents 
to not answer calls from 
strange numbers and to 
call the companies to de­
termine whether any 
such calls are legitimate.

Obituaries

Margaret Hall 
MacMillan 
Alegnani

FARMINGTON HILLS
- Margaret (Peggy) Hall 
MacMillan Alegnani, 
formerly of Farming- 
ton Hills, passed away 
on January 7th, 2021 
at the age of 95. Peg­
gy attended Cass Tech 
High School and was 
married to William 
(Bill) Alegnani in 1943. 
After Bill’s death in 
1998, Peggy moved to 
Boise, Idaho. In 2017, 
after being diagnosed 
with Dementia, Peggy 
moved into Assisted 
Living in Las Vegas. 
Beloved mother & 
grandmother, she is 
survived by: Judy (de­
ceased 2012), Deborah 
Trent, Steven Alegnani 
and wife Diane, Pamela 
Alegnani, Cheryl Haw­
thorne and husband 
David. Peggy had 5 
grandchildren and 1 
great-grandchild. Her 
greatest joy was spend­
ing time with her fam­
ily. Condolences to 
the family may be sent 
through the Neptune 
Society at https://obit- 
uaries.neptunesociety. 
com/obituaries/las-ve- 
gas-nv/margaret-aleg- 
nani-9989148.

Dewarld Dewaine “Bill” Hiner
CHELSEA, FORMERLY 

ANN ARBOR & FARM­
INGTON HILLS - Age 96, 
died Tuesday, December 
29, 2020 at Chelsea Re­
tirement Community.
He was born in 1924 in 
Wymore, Nebraska, the 
son of Arthur and Althea 
(Beldon) Hiner. Bill was 
a member of the Or­
chard United Methodist 
Church, Farmington Hills.

Bill has been married to Eleanor Ann Hanley 
for 61 years, and she survives. He is also survived 
by one son, James Hiner (Melissa) of Ann Arbor; 
and two grandchildren, Margaret Hunt and Robert 
Hiner. He was preceded in death by his daughter, 
Margaret “Peggy” Hiner of Atlanta, Georgia, and 
his brother, Clyde Jr. Hiner of Wymore, Nebraska.

Bill was a graduate of The University of Ne­
braska, and Detroit School of Law. He served in 
the Army during WWII. He enjoyed a successful 
career with Ford Motor Company, and later with 
American Natural Resources. Bill enjoyed golf, 
bowling, and traveling with his family. He always 
had a great sense of humor, and witty comments 
at the ready.
A private graveside service was held at the North 

Farmington Cemetery in Farmington Hills, Mich­
igan. A memorial service will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests 
that donations be made to the United Method­
ist Retirement Communities Foundation. Bill 
was a long-time resident of Chelsea Retirement 
Community and greatly appreciated the care and 
love he received from his neighbors and the staff. 
Memorial gifts can be sent to: UMRC Founda­
tion, 805 W. Middle St., Chelsea, MI 48118 or 
online at https://umrc.com/umrc-foundation/. 
Arrangements were entrusted to Cole Funeral 
Chapel in Chelsea.

Eleanor Ann Hiner
CHELSEA - Eleanor 

Ann Hiner of Chelsea,
MI, formerly of Farm­
ington Hills, age 86, 
died Sunday, January 
17, 2021 at the Chelsea 
Retirement Community.
She was born August 27,
1934 in Warsaw, Indiana, 
the daughter of Edward 
and Ella (Dye) Hanley.
Ann was a member of the 
Orchard United Methodist Church in Farming- 
ton Hills where she actively volunteered in many 
capacities.
Ann had been married to Dewarld Dewaine 

“Bill” Hiner for 61 years, when he preceded her 
in death less than a month ago on Dec. 29.2020. 
She is survived by one son, James Hiner (Melissa) 
of Ann Arbor; two grandchildren, Margaret Hunt 
and Robert Hiner; one brother, Bill Hanley (Hel­
en) of Birmingham, Alabama; and one sister, Peggy 
Hodak (Jerry) of East Lansing; She was preceded 
in death by one daughter, Margaret (Peggy) Hiner 
of Atlanta, Georgia.
Ann graduated from Wayne State University 

where she was also a member of Delta Zeta. She 
was a passionate gardener at home as well as for 
the Cranbrook House & Gardens Auxiliary. She 
was very talented at growing beautiful flowers 
and delicious vegetables. Ann loved to cook, and 
was always looking for new recipes. She loved to 
entertain friends and family, especially on Christ­
mas Eve.
A private graveside service was held at the North 

Farmington Cemetery in Farmington Hills, Mich­
igan. A memorial service will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests 
that donations be made to the United Method­
ist Retirement Communities Foundation. Ann 
was a long-time resident of Chelsea Retirement 
Community and greatly appreciated the care and 
love she received from her neighbors and the staff. 
Memorial gifts can be sent to: UMRC Founda­
tion, 805 W. Middle St., Chelsea, MI 48118 or 
online at https://umrc.com/umrc-foundation/. 
Arrangements were entrusted to Cole Funeral 
Chapel in Chelsea.
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PICCOLO RISTORANTE.

Everyday for over fifty years the Rugiero 
family has worked hard preparing fresh,

authentic Italian dishes.
Everything is made the old fashion way 

"Fatta in Casa" (in house).

signature dishes!

VOTE FOR US!
Vote For Us as Best Italian Food!One vote counts for all locations
Locations in:

Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, 
Farmington Hills, Canton, and Livonia
antoniosrestaurants.com
OPm
&

Staff Appreciation Day 
February 2nd, 2021

Although it has been a crazy and difficult year, the 
Rugiero Family has kept its staff employed and 

earning a living throughout this pandemic.
Our great staff has chosen to work and provide an 
essential service to the community and we applaud 
them for their professionalism and dedication. 
For this reason, we have decided to donate half 
of the proceeds from the day of sales that will be

distributed amongst all the staff.
acrj^*7^mwfwg"aBTiiiwiw^_—•-... . —.~xCome support our wonderful staff on Staff

ay on February 2nd to show your 
appreciation for the great work that they are doing!

*does not include Banquets, Deposits, or 
Deferred Orders for a later date 

(this is only for the sales on
we-.

v ','' V
m

t/Ot&Hfote IVoinan VillaaeJL —srmrrTfirrnn—_sr
t/tnftmw's

37646 W. 12 Mile Rd. 2220 N. Canton Ctr.
w i i1 i ^ ^

26356 Ford Rd. 9924 Dix Ave. 31735 Plymouth Rd.
Farmington Hills Rd. Canton Dearborn Heights Dearborn Livonia

(Corner of Halsted) (Corner of Ford Road) Shopping Center (Between Miller & Lonyo) (West of Merriman)
248.994.4000 734.981.9800 313.278.6000 313.842.2100 734-513-8000

LOGCI0578692-01 www. antoniosrestaurants. com
No Banquets



Get Your Game On 
at Joe’s Produce!

Are you ready for the big game? joe' s Produce has 
everything you need to make the day SUPER! 
Visit shop.joesproduce.com to order meals 

and sides for the win! Remember youEst. 1945
Fresh * Local * Natural can't fumble with joe' s on your team!
|| I tfiwpjotf *dn>Un& I shopjoesproduce.com We’ve made it easier for you to shop curbside online.

We now have mobile apps for your convenience on iOS and 
Android. Search Joe’s Produce on your app of choice.

ifjg 
ms

33066 w. Seven Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml 48152
2484774333STORE HOURS: MON - SOT 9-8, SON 9-7

Sale Valid 1-27-21 thru 2-2-21
While Supplies Last • Prices subject to „

MSB

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area!
Est 1945

Fresh • Local • Natural

USDA Premium 
Choice AngusNew York Strip Steak

i

Save $3,00

USDA Premium 
Choice AngusEnglishRoast
Save $1,00

Fresh All NaturalBoneless Pork Chops$3.99 lb
Save $1.00

USDA Premium 
Choice AngusBistroSteak$8.99 lb
Save $1.00

USDA Premium 
Choice AngusGround Beet from Round$4.49 lb

Save 50#

Fresh All NaturalBoneless Pork Roast$3.49 lb
Save $1.50

FreshBousemadeSausage
Bulk Breakfast or 

Chorizo$3.99 lb
Save $1.00

1 ' s ' lil *
fmmMW

USBA Premium 
Choice AngusFlankSteak$10.99 lb
Save $3.00

Premium Fresh 
All NaturalBaby Back Ribs$4.99 lb
Save 50$

Apothic
All Varietals$1.00 OffReg Price

Premium Fresh 
All NaturalChicken leg Quarter990 ib
Save 30

Entrees to GoStuffed Pork Tenderloin
Apple Cherry, Bacon Basil or 

Garlic Herb$5.49 lb
Save $1.00

WINE 
CEULiVR

Check out the NEW Additions to 
the 90 Point Under $20 Display

Lindeman's
All Varietals
2/0
Leelanau Winter White
$6.99

Chateau Grand Traverse Menage a Trois 
Late Harvest Riesling aii varietals$1.00 Om

Reg Price
Meiomi
Pinot Noir$18.99

T:;..

SEAFOOD
■CenSeaCooked Shrimp

16/20 Count

Wild CaughtSockeye Salmon Fillet
$16.99 lb
Save $6.00

Save $3.00

Fresh Wild CaughtTuna Steak
$17.99 lb
Save $3.00

Hours 9am-6pm 
Monday: Closed

Made from Scratch
Dlive&Bosemary Morning 

Focaccia Honey Bun$549 ea
Save 50$ Save 50<?

Bustle French$449 ea
Save 50<f

FreshBlack Pearl Salmon Fillet($1599 lb
Save $2.00
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Get Your Game On 
at Joe’s Produce!

Are you ready for the big game? Joe’s Produce has 
everything you need to make the day SUPER! Visit 

shop.joesproduce.com to order meals and sides for the win!
Fresh • Local • Natural Remember you can’t fumble with Joe’s on your team!

JkrpJot) | shop.joesproduce.com
' rfw

We've made it easier for you to shop curbside online.
We now have mobile apps for your convenience on iOS and 
Android. Search Joe's Produce on your app of choice.

(

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152
2484774333 Sale Valid 1-27-21 thru 2-2-21 MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7

yjkzM
c-i?«Bn-Su&n f

246.477.43J3 ]-0-4

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Areal 
Highest Quality Hand-Selected Fruits and Vegetables
Over 1080 Items from Gourmet a Domestic Cheeses to Premium Dell Meats a Freshly Made Salads

PRODUCE ORGANIC

All GreenAsparagus$21991
CaliforniaCauliflower

ORGANIC
OiganlcMangos

■ - ■'

chiganCooking jlpiansiiir
OrganicGrapeTomatoes

OrganicAvocados99Cea
OrganicBaby Cut Carrots11b Bag990ea

■MHPHII!DcarncmBlaokForestHafli
,DELIOldTymeHard Salami Dearborn

. ll
Save $2.20

USDA Premium Choice Angus
?Savel$3j
I U hlTl TllfOldTyme— Cedar HollowProvolone Cheese Cherrywoed Smoked Brown Sugar HamHam

Coned Heel; ' * .

Save $2.00

OldTymeMuenster Cheese
Premium Fresh [All Natural

.. DearbornImfii... .Mm.
SS M \

Regular or Garlic
lb"■m

mm*
mMr"; . V:.;.

fSam,
' "Save $2.00

PASTA
, Fresh Housemade Pasta $4.99.n

iiili
Joe’s Gourmet 

Catering & Events

ffiiiSei

tel Sh|16/20 Count

>MEAT; SEAECIOP
OSDA Premium Choice AngusGround Beef from Round
$4.49 in
Save 50<?

Premium Fresh All NaturalChicken Leg Quarter
> 990ib

Save 30$

Fresh Wild CaughtCod Fillet
Weddings, showers,FINE CHEESES

Artikaas EITrigalDOP Montchevre picnics meetings
lYear Fresh Goat Munchego 10.5 dz124^98 in

mmnkg
$7199'

11

lb
fSdve:

| Hay ThereRaw Milklddfle Gouda
graduations, cocktail parties,

whatever your event! 
Visit us at:

www.joesgourmetcatefing.com 
or the Knot

$3:00}

rSave!$5.

.. -, MMicr____Save $5.00 Save Mol

Save $2.00

EVERYDAY GOURMETifcBBBgteadj ^w iGrilled Chicken Grilled AndoiudantKale Salad ■■■$7,991
Save $1.00 Save $1.00

Chef’s Feature
Tana Hoodie Casserole

Breast
$|Mib
iSamrSlfyO

Asparagus
lb

Kitchen Ready------ 1-- ^0hu.,v—Tinn ^  MBroths
m

GROCERYi.,Hero]Fruit Nectar

fSave:

$0199:
Mikesell’sFlavored Potato Chips

BellolivaSunflower & Extra Virgin Olive Oil Blend 34 oz Save:

ea JoesWine Sauerkraut 33 oz
l$399M

S , > '> v

__ 477-i^.- fagst 1HP® - MHours 9am-6pm
Monday: Closed 
Made from Scratch

CAFE
Joe’s Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special

tytmch 'load

Olive & Rosemary Focaccia
$5.49 ea

Save 50$

¥SdvF

PASTRY| j^Mtf^^BgaBW^L'MBBUBMUUBPW” _Boston Cream Pie
Save !Save

ZumHome a Body Mist
Hone, Bun

SaeeSSM

Charles Chocolates
All 3.5 oz Varieties

I $6.99
~ ~r$iro o]

$3.00
HOH

Save $3.00ll* Walnut RekoPie ■

S14199
iWSavel$2.0

Pizzelle All Flavorswt
Save 50c

Strawberry Short Stack
w.

'

Save 50$

$4.49..
Save 50$ mS: ’ '

oSSSk I WINE CELLARCheek out the NEW Additions to the 90 Potnt Under $20 Disi 
Lindeman’s Apothic Menage a Trols MeiomiAll Varietals All Varietals All Varietals PlnetNolrsion.. ■ sienffeieal

Reg Price Reg Price
mssmsssssm ^fi .^i mm m
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SCORE BIG
WITH GAME DAY 
FOODS FROM JOE’S
• Chicken Wing Platters• Joe’s Mini Kobe Beef Sliders• Dips, Spreads & More

USA TODAY SPORTS

33152 W. Seven Mile Rd. 
Livonia, Ml 48152

Go to 5hopJoeProduce.com for 
Curbside or Delivery.

Joe's specials are on back page, j

SPORTS
WRESTLING

Farmington Public Schools cancels season
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Carson Roberts joined the North Far­
mington wrestling team as a junior by 
the recommendation of his football 
coaches. But in only one season with the 
Raiders on the mat, he learned to love 
the sport: the competitiveness, the fo­

cus not only on strength, but technique.
Heading into 2021, he was excited for 

the opportunity to improve, to continue 
to be a leader and promoter of the sport 
he quickly fell in love with.

For Roberts, the two other seniors on 
North Farmington’s team and all the 
wrestlers throughout Farmington Pub­
lic Schools, they will not get the chance.

Farmington Public Schools an­
nounced Wednesday in an email to ath­
letes and parents that it will not be of­
fering wrestling in the 2021 winter sea­
son at any of its middle schools or high 
schools due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

“This really, really sucks,” Roberts 
said. “I really wanted to go back and

wrestle this year. It was kind of just tak­
en right out underneath me.”

Farmington Public Schools Athletic 
Director Jon Manier said the difference 
between wrestling and other sports of­
fered is the consistent close contact in 
order to practice the sport itself.

See WRESTLING, Page 2B

Detroit Catholic Central basketball players practice in their gym Jan. 19. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services moved the season back again to at 
least Feb. 21, but granted teams the ability to hold non-contact practices ahead of that date, john heider/hometownlife.com

First non-contact practices define basketball
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com.
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Area basketball teams did not get ev­
erything it wanted out of the latest order 
from the state.

With a schedule planned out for the 
2021 season already stopped multiple 
times due to COVID-19, the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Ser­
vices moved it back again to at least Feb. 
21, but granted teams the ability to hold 
non-contact practices ahead of that 
date.
When he talked to his coaches, De­

troit Catholic Central head coach Bran­
don Sinawi knew he had to get creative

ahead of the return to the gym, pulling 
out drills he had not used in years to 
work on individual skills, using football 
tackling dummies to try and replicate 
physical contact, watching film, hoping 
that something would stick when tradi­
tional five-on-five practicing was per­
mitted again.

But despite the uncertainty, Sinawi 
remains confident.

“We know there is an end in sight. It’s 
just a couple of weeks,” he said. “You 
know what, it’s not ideal, but it’s what 
we are in control of and we are going to 
manage that.”

Through January, area basketball 
teams are rolling with the punches, get­

ting their teams conditioned and as 
ready as they can for a sprint of a season 
that coaches and players hope doesn’t 
get pushed back again.

Experience looms large

2021 is going to be the season where 
experience likely will define success.

For many coaches with returning 
players, they don’t have to spend the 
time working on offensive and defen­
sive schemes of a particular system — 
something teams really don’t have the 
time or capability of teaching with the 
restrictions in place.

“Just the fact that the kids know our

system and know our program and what 
we are all about, having those kids that 
have been through that varsity experi­
ence, it’s absolutely an advantage,” Mil­
ford head coach Dave Gilbert, who will 
have 10 seniors on his roster in 2021, 
said.

This is an advantage that Canton 
doesn’t have.

The Chiefs will return five players 
from the 2019-20 team that won 15 
games, including two juniors in Cole 
Vickers and Lake McIntosh who played 
valuable minutes. Other than those two, 
the roster is relatively inexperienced.

See BASKETBALL, Page 2B

BANKING THAT KEEPS YOU ONE STEP AHEAD
HOME | PERSONAL I AUTO
Loans that keep your life moving.
For over 65 years we’ve guided the way on providing financial 
services designed to move Michigan's way of life forward.

Community
Financial
right here right for you

Visit CFCU.ORG/StepAhead or cail 
(877) 937-2328 and go further.

Ffidfirally .iraoKsdi WGlfA.



DeWitt wins state title over River Rouge
Tom Lang Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

DeWitt has been close many times, 
finishing state runner-up five times in 
program history.

Saturday night at Ford Field was not 
meant to be the sixth.

DeWitt (12-0) broke through with a 
40-30 win over the defending Division 3 
champion, River Rouge.

It’s the first state title for coach Rob 
Zimmerman, who has led the Panthers 
for 22 seasons.

“Yes, we’ve been so close so many 
times,” Zimmerman said. “It’s just un­
believable. This group of kids — we 
knew we had a shot with these kids. 
They are really motivated and driven. 
They played like they really won a state 
championship tonight. So proud of 
them; so happy for them.”

DeWitt opened the scoring with a 15- 
yard touchdown pass from Tyler Holtz 
to Blake Beachnau early in the first 
quarter.

River Rouge (9-2) took the lead once, 
in the second quarter with a brief 8-7 
edge, after a 52-yard pass reception by 
Jalen Holly from QB Mareyohn Hrabow- 
ski, followed by a two-point conversion

reception by Nicholas Marsh.
But Andrew Debri scored on an 8- 

yard pass and Nicholas Flegler scored 
on a 35-yard pass along the sideline to 
take a 21-8 lead into halftime.

Dewitt scored again with a a 25-yard 
touchdown pass from Holtz to Thomas 
McIntosh to increase the lead to 19 early 
in the third.

River Rouge quickly cut the lead to 
27-14 less than two minutes later on a 
Hrabowski run. But DeWitt seemingly 
put the game out of reach with a follow­
up touchdown. Debri scampered 37 
yards for a 33-14 advantage as time ex­
pired in the third quarter.

River Rouge began the fourth with a 
four-play, 51-yard drive in 109, capped 
by a 12-yard TD reception and PAT catch 
by Marsh, cutting the lead to 10.

DeWitt followed with a deliberate 
drive, going 60 yards on 12 plays and 
taking 6:27 off the game clock, Holtz 
made a 2-yard scoring run.

“Holtz was tremendous at quarter­
back, certainly,” Zimmerman said of his 
junior who was 12-for-16 passing and 
added 118 yards rushing. “And I think we 
made plays, and in games like this 
you’ve got to make big plays when it’s 
crunch time, and I think we did. Offen­

sively we played very, very well. I think 
we didn’t score only two possessions 
and defensively we gave up a few 
plays, but did well enough.”

The game was close statistically. 
DeWitt held the advantage in rushing 
yards, 226-158 yards, but River Rouge 
led in passing yards, 227-177.

“Obviously, River Rouge is defend­
ing state champ and is loaded with col­
lege players, so I’m so proud of our kids 
to be able to win this game,” Zimmer­
man said.

River Rouge has five players headed 
to D-I colleges: Hrabowski is commit­
ted to Western Michigan, Armorion 
Smith to Cincinnati, Pius Odjugo to 
Central Michigan, Jalen Johnson to 
Ball State and Chance Moore to Mor­
gan State.

“A loss gives you an opportunity to 
win again,” River Rouge coach Corey 
Parker said. “You get so much to learn 
from in that moment. Seeing how we 
played and knowing what we’ve got to 
adjust off season. At the end of the day, 
we’re fine looking at that scoreboard 
and knowing we have a chance to 
come back with young guys making 
plays and our older guys fighting to the 
bitter end.”

Michigan prep 
hoops schedule 
will get pushed 
back - again
Kirkland Crawford Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

There will be yet another schedule 
change for Michigan high school win­
ter sports, including boys and girls 
basketball.

In reaction to the latest state re­
strictions update from Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association will take a few 
days to reconfigure the schedules for 
basketball, hockey, wrestling and 
competitive cheer.

Whitmer’s announcement, in con­
junction with the Michigan Depart­
ment of Health and Human Services, 
extended the ban on contact sports 
until Feb. 21

Last week, the MHSAA announced 
that these contact sports could run 
non-contact practices. The plan then 
was for basketball to begin full practice 
on Feb. 1 and start the season Feb. 4.

Basketball
Continued from Page IB

As Bruce Warmann, one of three sen­
iors on the roster, watched players try 
out for Canton, he saw a lack of familiar­
ity but an abundance of talent. He saw 
something he could work with.

But the approach this season, he 
said, changes. Instead of trying to out­
smart opponents in the Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association, the focus 
will be on basically outrunning teams 
for four quarters.

“I feel like if we can become the best 
conditioned team in our league, we’re 
going to have a good chance to blow 
people out of the water,” Warmann said.

“Because of all the crazy circum­
stances, conditioning is going to prob­
ably be the biggest impact on the game. 
It’s going to come down to the mental 
strength in the fourth quarter: are you 
going to have the mental energy to finish 
off the game?”

Novi head coach Chris Housey said 
this season will come down to energy 
and effort, relying on the players’ intelli­
gence and basketball IQ to make deci­
sions in game play.

At Detroit Catholic Central, this has 
been a primary focus for Sinawi and his 
staff.

The Shamrocks head coach put to­
gether a practice schedule emphasizing 
quick skill work, forcing players to make 
decisions — offensive and defensive — 
as if they were in game-like situations, 
teaching core principles in a different 
way.

While he is aware that there will be a 
gap in development that only time can 
replace, Sinawi is not going to make ex­
cuses. His goal for these next few weeks 
is to get his players in a place where, 
come Feb. 21, they are revved up for the 
season ahead.

“We are going to do our best to let 
them visualize and when we can, it’s 
kind of going to be like a chained dog 
ready to pounce on something,” Sinawi 
said. “Some time you have to let the 
leash off and come Feb. (21), they will be

ready to go.”

Taking initiative

While basketball may look different if 
teams are permitted to play, some 
things will not change.

Heading into 2021, South Lyon head 
coach Troy Weidman preached the im­
portance of two ownership and taking 
initiative.

“I believe this year, those teams that 
are player-led teams that are really tight 
as a team — tight meaning they really 
like each other and hold each other ac­
countable — are going to be the teams 
that are really going to be successful,” 
Weidman said.

This is something Cooper Craggs has 
taken to heart.

The Detroit Catholic Central junior 
said he had a wake-up call last year, his 
first on the varsity team. He said the dif­
ference in style of play — the physicality 
down low, the speed of the game — hit 
him hard at first. But he adapted and got 
stronger because of the experience.
He said that is his main role heading 

into 2021: helping groom the under­
classmen and getting them better, either 
verbally or physically.

“We have a lot of young players this 
year — five underclassmen — so it’s very 
important that this team bonds together 
so we can be stronger on the court,” 
Craggs said.

Vickers knows that chemistry devel­
opment takes time. It takes practice 
reps to see what Canton can actually do 
on the basketball court, something they 
don’t necessarily have the luxury of.

To Warmann, that’s where the flexi­
bility comes in, the ability and necessity 
to roll with the punches ahead of the 
start of the season.

“If we can’t do something, we have to 
find the alternative,” Warmann said. “If 
we can’t touch each other in practice, we 
have to find other ways to improve. We 
just have to be adaptive.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
GaylZ Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

Cole Vickers is one of five returners to Canton basketball in 2021.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Wrestling
Continued from Page IB

“One of the concerns was despite our 
safety measures — let’s say mask-wear­
ing as an example — it’s very hard in 
that kind of close contact to ensure that 
would be consistently applied,” Manier 
said. “Not that the athletes or the coach­
es wouldn’t be willing to do it, it’s the na­
ture of the sport.

“I don’t know if there’s another sport 
that encourages or requires hand-to- 
face contact as wrestling does, or face- 
to-face contact even.”

North Farmington head wrestling 
coach Robert Mathieson realizes no 
sport or in-person activity is entirely 
safe at this point. He knows the risks as­
sociated with wrestling, but he also 
feels those risks are no different than 
any other contact sport.
He said, with the guidelines put in 

place — only holding dual meets and 
wrestlers facing only three other com­
petitors, along with face mask rules and 
mandates — wrestling was as safe as it 
could be.

Mathieson compared it to basketball,
b

watching as 20-plus players switch in 
and out of the game, bump into each 
other, contacting a number of players 
throughout the process.

“I feel perhaps it was a bit of a fear- 
based decision rather than a solution- 
based decision,” Mathieson said.

Manier said there is a continued 
analysis of all extra-curricular activities 
in terms of their safety during the pan­
demic, conferring with building admini­
stration, departmental or athletic lead­
ership, and the District Wellness Com­
mittee made up of a variety of repre­
sentatives throughout the school 
district.

Prior to the announcement, Manier 
said he spoke personally to every wres­
tling head coach at the middle school 
level, and to every assistant and head 
coach at both Farmington and North 
Farmington about the decision.

“I can’t say any of them were appre­
ciative, all willing to consider the dis­
trict’s position, all very professional, but 
certainly disappointed for their student 
athletes as well as themselves because 
they enjoy what they do,” Manier said.

While Mathieson understands the 
decision and does not fault the district 
for making it, he is still looking for rea-

I

soning as to why Farmington Public 
Schools made the decision ahead of the 
Michigan High School Athletic Associa­
tion and the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services.

“It sounds like they just kind of said, 
‘Well, we think it’s too risky,”’ Mathieson 
said. “I respect the decision and that 
point, but I feel like the coaches were a 
bit left out of the conversation.”

Through the uncertainty of CO- 
VID-19, Chris Roberts watched his two 
sons sit idle ahead of their winter sea­
sons — the other a hockey player for Far­
mington United.

While he knows the severity of the 
pandemic and the personal risks it takes 
for him, Chris Roberts sees a ditference 
between the sport his son Carson plays 
in the fall than his adopted winter activ­
ity.

“Having just come from football, I 
understand that the other sports feel 
that they are secondary sports,” Chris 
Roberts said. “You are sitting there go­
ing, ‘OK, is my kid ever going to get the 
chance to do what he loves to do?”’

Manier said he hopes to be able to 
open wrestling rooms in the next few 
months for open mats, but said he is 
making parents and wrestlers aware of

options outside of the high school level.
However, Mathieson knows that for 

some members of his team, club teams 
and independent tournaments may not 
be financially feasible. Instead, he 
hopes to get approval to distribute some 
of his personal wrestling mats to players 
to practice and train at home.

Manier also made clear that this is no 
indication of the direction the MHSAA 
is heading regarding wrestling.

“It’s never easy to limit a student- 
athlete’s opportunities,” Manier said. “I 
don’t think anyone feels genuinely good 
about it. But we have to take and consid­
er health and safety first and foremost, 
not that it isn’t in other times. But these 
are unique times and they are forcing us 
to consider things we have not consid­
ered before.”

All Carson Roberts wants is a chance 
to do what he loves to do, however that 
may look during the pandemic.

“I hope that the three seniors, includ­
ing me, get to wrestle just one more time 
before they have to go off to college or go 
to the next step of their life,” he said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife. com.

AA



Division 6 Player of the Year Drew Collins threw for 244 yards and three 
touchdowns, and ran for two TDs in Montague’s 40-14 victory against Clinton in 
the MHSAA Division 6 championship, kirthmon f. dozier/detroit free press

Montague rolls by Clinton 
to win Division 6 state crown

Centreville routs 
Ubly for Division 8 
state championship

Wright Wilson
Special to the Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Two teams that know how to keep 
the pace of the game moving staged an 
entertaining Division 6 state title game 
Friday afternoon at Ford Field.

But with Division 6 player of the year 
Drew Collins, Montague’s offense came 
up with more big plays in a 40-14 victory 
over Clinton.

Collins, committed to Michigan Tech, 
threw for 244 yards and three touch­
downs while completing 15 of 19 at­
tempts, and ran for two more scores.

Montague’s up-tempo aerial attack 
was in contrast to Clinton’s run-orient­
ed Wing-T approach, which piled up 358 
yards on 65 rushes and kept pace early.

But Clinton’s only pass attempt back­
fired. While trailing by two touchdowns, 
Derek Tomalak was hurried by Tugg 
Nichols, and Montague’s Trey Mikkel- 
sen picked the ball off.

Four plays later, Collins scored on a 
9-yard keeper to break the game open, 
33-14. That came one series after Mon­
tague’s defense forced Clinton to turn 
the ball over on downs, when Rodney 
Brassfield and Hayden McDonald bot­
tled up Brayden Randolph on a fourth- 
and-2 near midfield.

Montague (12-0) quickly capitalized 
on that opportunity as well, needing 
only three snaps to get the ball into the 
end zone. Collins spotted Samuel Smith 
sprinting up the left sideline and 
threaded the needle; Smith caught the

ball at the 6 and crossed the goal line 
with a defender hanging on.

Montague set the pace early, 
mounting a 13-play, 59-yard scoring 
drive on its first possession which took 
7:08 off the clock. Collins hit Smith on 
a 9-yard slant toward center to grab 
the lead first.

Clinton (10-2) answered by travel­
ing 80 yards in only 5 plays, with 
George Ames scoring on an 8-yard run. 
The play was set up by Randolph’s 58- 
yard scamper on the prior snap.

Montague came right back, with 
Collins hitting Smith on a 25-yard pass 
play up the middle and Smith didn’t 
need to break stride to get to the end 
zone. The point-after kick was low, 
handing the Wildcats a 13-7 lead.

But Clinton kept grinding, keeping 
the ball on the ground for 19 plays, con­
verting three fourth downs to keep an 
11-minute scoring drive alive. Bradyn 
Lehman ran the ball from 2-yards in, 
and Jonathan Baughley’s extra-point 
gave Clinton a 14-13 lead.

It only took the quick-strike Wild­
cats scored three plays to respond. 
Montague gained 49 on the first play of 
the drive, with Collins hitting Dylan 
Everett on a long bomb which took the 
ball to the 11. Collins reached the Clin­
ton 2 on a keeper, and Everett ran it in 
on the next play.

Montague was unsuccessful on a 
trick play on the conversion, with 
Nichols overthrowing an open to 
Smith in the end zone, leaving the 
score 19-14.

Keith Dunlap Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Centreville is located in the south­
west part of Michigan near the Indiana 
border, but on Friday it became the 
“Centre” of the state for high school 
football.

For the first time, Centreville won a 
state championship in football, riding 
an ball-control offense and a bruising 
defense to a 22-0 win over Ubly in the 
Division 8 final at Ford Field.

“I’d say it’s pretty good for a team 
that was picked to finish fourth in their 
conference,” Centreville coach Jerry 
Schultz said. “We had a little bit of a 
chip on our shoulder. That was defi­
nitely motivation today.”

Centreville senior quarterback Sam 
Todd rushed for 70 yards on 19 carries 
and threw for 130 yards and two touch­
downs, both to junior wideout Tyler 
Swanwick.

That offense was more than enough 
to support a Centreville defense that 
picked up its seventh shutout of the 
season.

Centreville opened the scoring with 
5:25 left in the first half via a 1-yard 
touchdown run on fourth-and-goal by 
Todd, who outraced the Ubly defense 
to the left pylon.

On the 2-point try, Mason Lemings 
did the same thing, touching the pylon 
with the ball to give Centreville an 8-0 
lead.

Centreville took a 16-0 lead just be­
fore halftime thanks to an unusual se­
quence of plays.

Following an unsuccessful third- 
down attempt by Centreville from near 
midfield in the final minute, Ubly de­
cided not to call a timeout on defense 
to get the ball back.

But instead of letting the clock run 
out, Centreville called a timeout with 
18 seconds left in the half.
On the fourth-down play, Todd 

threw a Hail Mary, which was caught 
on a deflection by Swanwick at the Ub-

Quarterback Sam Todd runs by Ubly’s 
Carter Hughes during Centreville’s 
22-0 win in the Division 8 state title.
KIRTHMON F. DOZIER/DETROIT FREE PRESS

ly 20 with 8 seconds left.
Following a timeout, Todd threw a 

jump ball into the back of the end zone, 
and Swanwick went up and caught it for 
a touchdown with 3 seconds left.

Todd then ran in the 2-point conver­
sion.

“My route was a 5-yard route,” Swan­
wick said of his deflected catch on 
fourth down. “I noticed the time and sit­
uation and decided to just go deep and 
see what happens. I knew the play was 
going to (Lemings), so I was just ready to 
catch it if it got tipped. Thankfully it did, 
and I was there to make a play.”

Centreville then essentially put the 
game away on the first drive of the third 
quarter with a time-consuming scoring 
drive.
A12-yard touchdown pass from Todd 

to Swanwick on third-and-6 capped off 
an 11-play, 64-yard drive that lasted 7:53 
and gave Centreville a 22-0 lead with 
4:07 remaining in the third quarter.

Ubly finally mounted a drive on the 
next possession, recording its initial 
first down of the game and driving all 
the way to the Centreville 16-yard line. 
But the push was stopped with 7:22 re­
maining in the game on an interception 
by Centreville’s Tristan McElroy in the 
end zone on third-and-11.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Sparks takes step forward as new Novi head coach

Jim Sparks is the new head football coach for Novi, john heider/hometownlife.com

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Only 19 years old and just out of high 
school, Jim Sparks started coaching 
varsity tennis at Clawson, his alma ma­
ter. It was his logical next step: his sum­
mer job has always been teaching tennis 
to younger kids, feeling he had an apti­
tude for it.

In college, he saw a different path for 
himself, planning to major his business. 
But one counseling class, one skill in­
ventory test seemed to change Sparks’ 
perspective.

“The lady who taught the class was 
like, ‘You really seem to enjoy the coach­
ing. Have you ever thought about teach­
ing?”’ Sparks recalled. “I told (her) I 
thought about teaching a lot, but every­
body says there’s no jobs and you don’t 
make any money.

“She laid it out there: ‘How do you 
imagine yourself? Becoming an accoun­
tant and every day you wake up in the 
morning dreading going to work, or 
maybe you go into teaching and you 
don’t find a job right away, you don’t 
make a ton of money, but every day, 
when you wake up, you are actually ex­
cited to go to work.”’

Sparks became what he referred to as 
“a teacher who coaches football” in 1993, 
taking over the head coaching job at 
Clawson in 2002. After 19 years in the 
same role, Sparks is changing things up 
a bit; he was hired to replace Jeff Burn­
side as Novi High School’s fifth head 
football coach since 1967.

“We could not be more excited and 
pleased to have Coach Jim Sparks as our 
newest member of the Wildcat family,” 
Novi athletic Director Brian Gordon said 
in a statement. “Coach Sparks brings an 
enormous amount of experience and 
knowledge in not only the game of foot­
ball, but also as an educator for the past 
20 years.

“Jim truly understands what educa­
tional athletics can do for student-ath­
letes, a school and the entire communi­
ty. He will continue to honor our tradi­
tions and our core values.”

Sparks is a four-time Macomb Area 
Conference Bronze Division Coach of 
the Year, advancing to the playoffs U 
times — including each of the past three

“Jim (Sparks) truly 
understands what 
educational athletics can do 
for student-athletes, a 
school and the entire 
community.”
Brian Gordon Novi athletic director

seasons — while posting a record of 99- 
92.
An experienced coach in many differ­

ent sports, including the varsity softball 
team at Clawson, Sparks said football 
remains unique. He views football as a 
true team game, where one player can’t 
define the success of an entire team. He 
views it as a place to develop persever­
ance and grit in a true physical form.

“Football is one of the last places 
where a kid can physically get knocked 
down and has to make the choice of ‘Am 
I going to lay here or am I going to get

4, )

up?”’ Sparks said.
Taking over the Clawson head coach­

ing job from Hall-of-Fame coach Rich­
ard Moore, Sparks viewed himself as a 
“custodian” of the culture. He continued 
the mantra of belief and humility, the 
importance of unselfishness and ser­
vant leadership.

But the Trojans were a Division 5 pro­
gram. Sparks said he never complained 
about the size of the team, looking for­
ward to coaching each and every sea­
son. But when the job at Novi presented 
itself, it was too good of an opportunity 
to turn down.

“It was time for a new challenge. I 
perform better when I know people are 
watching, for what it’s worth,” Sparks 
said. “I think it’s human nature to kind 
of get complacent. I was comfortable 
looking myself in the mirror at Clawson 
knowing I was doing the best possible 
thing for myself and the kids, but this is 
a new challenge. I have to up my game a 
little bit.”

Ahead of his first offseason with the 
Wildcats, Sparks said he and the roster 
he’s inheriting will start from the

f

ground floor, choosing to not watch film 
of his team until he has met the team, 
not letting him develop any precon­
ceived notions.

However, Sparks knows what he 
wants his team to look like, not in terms 
of scheme, but in terms of mentality and 
approach. He said he wants his entire 
team to look like how he builds his de­
fense: a run-to-the-ball, fierce, hard- 
nosed group that becomes its identity.

“You can line up in four, five-wide 
and wing the ball all over the place and 
the impression is going to be that you 
are finesse and all that. That’s not nec­
essarily the case,” Sparks said. “Your re­
ceivers can knock people down, your of­
fensive line can be ferocious out there. It 
just so happens that you are happier 
with making 15 yards a play as opposed 
to two.”

Working with a team where a “big” 
group is about 25 players, Sparks knew 
that he had to take the strength of the 
team any given year and accentuate it to 
lead to success instead of having his 
players fit some sort of predetermined 
mold he had formed over the past 19 
years.

This is the process Sparks is in now: 
forming a staff, meeting the players and 
those around the football program, get­
ting an idea of what it will look like to 
run a Division 1 program inside the Ken­
sington Lakes Activities Association.

But Sparks knows one thing. He 
knows that whatever he chooses to do 
with what he’s given at Novi will fit his 
mission statement, a mission statement 
that he carried at Clawson for 19 years as 
its head coach.

Sparks wants Novi football players to 
have a lifelong experience playing for 
the Wildcats, looking back favorably on 
their time with a championship-caliber 
team that is respected on the field, in the 
classroom and in the community.

“When these kids are done playing 
for me and they are 40, 50 years old, 
they look back and say, ‘Man, I’m glad 
that I played football at Novi High 
School,”’ Sparks said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
GaylT Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife. com.
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More ways
to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to 
update your account information, report delivery 
issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and 
concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a description of 
the issue and the next available representative 
will call you back rather than waiting on hold.

Olive Chat
Converse directly online with a 
representative.

Email
This option gives you the opportunity to 
leave more details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and

more.
help.hometownlife.com

si



The
Customer's 
journey is 
complex.

Marketing 
to them 
doesn't have 
to be

We
simplify
local
marketing.

NOTICE

PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system, 
you must file a written claim with the Plymouth Charter Township Department of Public 
Works within 45 days after the overflow or backup was discovered. Notice should be mailed 
to Plymouth Charter Township, Department of Public Works, 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170. Failure to provide the written notice will prevent recovery of 
damages. Contact the Department of Pubhc Works, 734-354-3270, Extension 3, for assistance 
immediately upon discovery of an overflow or backup.

Thank You

PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

JERRY VORVA, Clerk,
Charter Township of Plymouth

Publish: January 14 & 28,2021 lo^xxwjmom 3«:

Plymouth Canton Community Schools 2020 Bond 
SECTION 00 11 13 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids for the Plymouth Canton Community Schools, 2020 Bond, BP#EL-1 Additions 
and Remodeling, consisting of:

Additions and remodeling at Eriksson, Field, Hulsing, and Dodson Elementary 
Schools will be received through Building Connected until 1:00 PM on Thursday. February 
4th.
1. All proposals shall be submitted electronically through Building Connected: 

https://app.b0ildingconnected.com/pubhc/5ae227ade0d395000fd24541
(McCarthy and Smith Plan Room)

2. For instructions on how to submit a bid please go to the following link:
https ://bui Id i ngconnected .ze ndes k. com/he/en-us/ articles/36001 0 222 793-How-to-su
bm it-vourbid-th rough-Bui Idi ngConnected-

Bids submitted after this time and date will not be considered or accepted.
Faxed and/or E-mail proposals will not be accepted.
Sealed Bids will be publicly opened, read aloud and tabulated, beginning at approx. 
1:00 PM on Thursday. February 4th. Bid Opening will be publicly conducted via 
a Zoom meeting. Information regarding joining the Zoom meeting will be provided in 
Addendum #1 for all bidders interested in participating in the bid opening.

This Bid Package will consist of separate sealed bids for the following Bid Divisions:
101: Earthwork/Site Utilities
103: Selective Demolition
105: Interior Concrete Flatwork 107: Steel
109: Roofing / Sheetmetal
114: Aluminum Entrances / Storefront I
Glass & Glazing
116: Hard Tile
118: Carpet / Resihent Tile Flooring
120: Painting
125: Toilet Partitions
130: Window Treatments
137: Food Service Equipment
141: Fire Protection
143: Electrical

102: Asphalt Paving/ Site Concrete 
104: Concrete Footings & Foundations 
106: Masonry
108: Carpentry / General Trades
112: Caulking/ Insulation
115: Metal Stud I Drywall
117: Acoustical Treatments
119: Terrazzo
124: Wood Flooring
128: Prefabricated Casework
131: Gymnasium Equipment
140: Plumbing
142: HVAC
149: Fencing

Bidding documents prepared by TMP Architecture Inc. will be available for pubhc inspection 
at the main office of the Construction Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex 
Circle, Farmington Hills, Ml 48335; the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, 
Bloomfield Hills; and the Builder’s Exchange, Lansing.

Bidding Documents will be available beginning at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, 2020 
via Building Connected.

There will be a Pre-Bid Meeting on Wednesday, January 20 at 4:30 p.m. at Eriksson 
Elementary School, located at 1275 N Haggerty Rd, Canton, Ml 48187. The purpo_se 
of the meeting will be to review the project bid documents & schedule, and to answer any 
questions bidders may have. Following the meeting, the bidders will have the opportunity 
to visit the project site. The pre-bid meeting is not a mandatory meeting however, bidders 
are strongly encouraged to attend. A FACE MASK WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE WORN 
INSIDE OF THE BUILDING DURING THE PRE-BID MEETING.
All bids must include the Familial Disclosure Affidavit (Section 004205), the Iran Linked 
Business Affidavit (Section 004210), and the Criminal Background Check Affidavit 
(Section 004220).

All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security, in either the form of a bid bond or certified 
bank check, in the amount of five (5) percent of the amount of the Bid, payable to Plymouth 
Canton Community Schools, as a guarantee that if the Bid is accepted, the School District is 
secured from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of the Bid or failure of the Bidder to 
enter a Contract for performance, Further, the Bidder will execute the Contract, provide the 
required insurance certificate(s) and file the required bonds within ten (10) days after notice of 
award of Contract but prior to Work commencing.

If awarded a contract, the successful bidder may be required to furnish a Performance Bond 
and Labor and Material Payment Bond in the amount of 100% of the contract price.

Plymouth Canton Community Schools reserves the right to reject any or all bids received, to 
waive any informalities and irregularities in the bidding, and to accept a bid other than the 
lowest bid.

Publish: January 14,17, 21, 24, 28, 31, 2021 lo^oomsmkm 3xio
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HOMETOWNIIFE.COM APP
O&E Instructions for 

iPhone and iPads
How to Download 
Hometownlife APP

Click on the iTunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options. 
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your iTunes account page.
Sign in to your iTunes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly: 
For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203506?mt=8

hometownlife
HOMf NtWS SKOKli BUSINCSS Ufl CNTERT&INMSNI OPINION U

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen.
Click the APPS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

The browser will bring you to your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett.lobal.library.news. hometown life
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We’re keeping the New Year’s celebration going! 
Take advantage of this sale before January 31st!
Buy 1 window or door; g-'\\7y mm
get 1 window or door S N140%1$Ff

Minimum purchase of four.

every window, patio door 
and entry door1
No minimum purchase required.

with$0 0 0%/ until 2022!
down monthly

payments
interest Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase 

date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Make your home more secure. Book a Virtual or 
In-Home Appointment before January 31st!

We've adjusted our operations to serve you in the safest way possible.

734-335-8036 RenewaltyAndersen.
WINDOW REPLACEMENT

The Better Way to a Better Window

MILITARYDISCOUNTrargri 
U l! Lfii LI

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/6/2021. You must set your appointment by 1/31/2021 and purchase by 2/6/2021. Not valid with other 
offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 
0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2021 and 2/6/2021.40% 
off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each 
window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount^), wnen you set your appointment by 1/31/2021 and 
purchase by 2/6/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off 
your entire purchase and applies after all outer discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing 
for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to 
age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Call
' " ‘ 1 ‘ - - - service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen

‘ ns are independently owned and operated, 
d by Andersen" and all other marks where

denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All “rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

cirrusHOME IMPROVEMENT
A Michigan Family Owned Company Since 1989

FREE
In-Home Consultation

-Plus-

10% Off So
•*** s.

xmirntw

YEARS
imumumm

It’s All About Trust.
I With this coupon, Valid on qualifying products only. New orders only. Limited time offer.

— —-------- - - - -- ___j

10824 Plaza Drive • WHITMORE LAKE
248.372.9246

atlashomeiprovement, com
LO-CCi&Sfr’SiS? OS

-cm

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

Leaf ^Filter BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

mf ■

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

---.-S- A COMPANY Of 
accredited LIFETIME mr„M* m 
BUSINESS WARRANTY

^T'o.

ENJOY A SAFE, SPA-LIKE BATHING 
EXPERIENCE WITHOUT LEAVING HOME.KOHLER
Walk-In Bath & 
Shower Systems

ti W:
. | r

LIMITED-TIME SPECIAL OFFER Cannot be combined with
«■ n .nr, ... TAiAi-i-v-rn * any other offer. PreviousNo Payments Until take an extra sJes exC|Uded Good at2023«s5JI0

YOUR COMPLETE BATH OR SHOWER PURCHASE! 
KOHLER LuxStone
Work with your New Bath Today k-^^B****i 
Guru to design your KOHLER©
LuxStone™ Walk-In system. Your
Guru makes designing your dream J
shower or bath easy. They will help f|
you create a space suited to your 1
needs—with exquisite features
all bearing the Kohler name—and
install it hassle-free. Wcl

sales excluded. Good at 
initial presentation only.
$500 off full service 

install of Kohler Bath or 
Shower by New Bath 

Today. Financing offer for 
qualified buyers only.

is >Polite A

V ...

313-241-
Walk-In System Guru9145

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

Hanger 

Existing Gutter

/ EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! F
A,

15%OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

10
SENIORS 8* 
MILITARY!

% .OFF "r 5%OFF
TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
Promo Code: 364

’Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

CALL US TODAY FOR
V* A FREE ESTIMATE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only The lead­
ing consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated profes­
sionally Installed gutter guard system In America." CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 
License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau NIC License# H01067000 
Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# Cl 27229 Registration# Cl 27230 Registration# 366920918 Reg­
istration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114

LO-GCI05564 00-02



Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

Qi» visa tiM S

AM classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

Wanted to Buy
Wanted Older Motorcycles Used 

ATV's, Snowmobiles Boats Motors Running & Non, (248)567-9157

DIRECT CARE STAFF
We are looking for caring, friendly people who like 
to help others. We help and care for adults with 

special needs in small home settings.
Here are some of our benefits:

$12.00 per hour lo Start, with additionaj $2.00 per 
hour through March 31, 2021.

Blue Care Network and Delta Dental Plan after 
only 60 days.

Paid Training and Paid Sick/Vacation Time,
Paid Meals and Breaks, and Meals are provided. 

Covid-19 Safe protocols in a clean, 
healthy environment.

Engineering & IT
Wise I.T. Seeks Software Developer 
Must have M.S in Computer Sc. Or Info Sys/Tech. Work Site: Troy, Ml. 
Apply: info®wiseitinc.com.
Transportation

Wheels
best deal for you

Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

Call or email today! 248.486.5368
atcioffice@sbcglobal.net LO-GC10569437-01

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

• i asi t (| valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

10-GCK1571980-01

The way to...

cars
garage sales
tickets
antiques
motorcycles
computers
boats
sports
equipment
pets

instruments
jewelery
furniture
auctions
collectibles
jobs
appliances 
yard sales 
tablets 
cameras

LOCATION,LOCATION,LOCATION.

WHERE YOU 
ADVERTISE 
MATTERS!
Market Your Home 

Where More Locals Look* 
Reach thousands of potential 
buyers in your local market 
when you present your 

property in our
Real Estate section.

& Eccentric
oom MEDIA

A GANNETT COMPANY

For more information, 
call 800-579-7355
www.hometownlife.com

Observer
hometownlife



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo
OBJECTS OF 
DEVOTION

ACROSS
1 Serengeti 
trek

7 Freeway exit
14 Calm 

assurance
20 Neighbor of 

Saturn
21 Sun porches
22 Deli machine
23 Aficionado of 

air ducts?
25 Capital of 

Cuba
26 Jean jacket 

material
27 Email chuckle
28 Soccer player 
Hamm

30 Citrus peels 
in recipes

31 “House” actor
34 Aficionado of

wild, irrational 
talk?

37 Contributor
38 — spell over
40 State of fury
41 Fly with no 

co-pilot
42 Thus
43 Hail —

(yell ‘Taxi!”)
45 Las Vegas- 

to-Denver dir.
47 Ending for 

Japan
49 Aficionado of 

bellies?
52 Aficionado 

of sweet 
fillings?

58 Pet-rescuing 
org.

59 Walked very 
stealthily

62 San — 
(California 
county or 
city)

63 CIA missions, 
e.g.

66 Give the 
boot

68 River of 
Paris

69 Louisianans 
of French 
descent

70 Cafe au — 
(light brown)

72 Aficionado of 
confidential 
matters?

75 Shapes of 
parentheses

76 Member of a 
ruling family

78 Sank, 
as a 
putt

79 Writer Wiesel
81 Once 

surnamed
82 Cuban-bom 

writer Calvino
83 Downgraded
85 Ward with

Emmys
87 Aficionado of 

wickedness?
89 Aficionado 

of apartment 
managers?

94

95
98
99

100
104
106
108

109

112
115

116 
117 
119

120
122

127

128 
129

130

131

132

‘Taking 
Woodstock” 
director Lee 
NFL stats 
Loch — 
Jethro — 
(rock group) 
Do pool laps 
Sir, to Brits 
All mixed up 
High-quality 
black tea 
Aficionado of 
Mauna Loa 
snacks?
Set free 
Fetus 
holders 
Be mistaken 

culpa” 
“Going 
Rogue” 
author 
Sarah 
Sends in 
Aficionado 
of customs 
officials? 
Painting on 
plaster 
Made even 
Rocky’s last 
name in 
“Rocky” 
Electronic 
keyboards, 
for short 
Escape 
artists, 
say
Like finger 
paintings

DOWN
1 Chevy 
Equinox, e.g.

2 “Rules — 
rules!”

3 Spanish 
dance in 
triple time

4 Lobbies
5 That which 
destroys

6 Long Island 
airport town

7 Opposite 
of west, in 
Germany

8 Chocolate 
kiss wrapper

9 Elevator 
stops

10 Went 
longer than 
expected

11 Dog noise
12 Florida’s 

“Magic City”
13 Grilled Italian 

sandwiches
14 Silvery-gray
15 Town square
16 Energizes
17 Congress’ 

Alexandria — 
-Cortez

18 Cerebral
19 “Donnie—” 

(1997 Johnny 
Depp film)

24 Current unit
29 Assented
31 Laudatory 

poems

32 Funny Sahl
33 Wound cover
35 U-Haul rental
36 Tableland
39 Be up against
43 Confront
44 Rush after
46 Cut-rate, in

brand names
48 “Easy A” star 

Stone
50 Likely
51 Model 

Bundchen
53 Actor 

Christopher
54 Mexican 

peninsula
55 Road 

reversal
56 Trespassing 

deterrent
57 Dancer Bob
60 Flying Pan
61 Spanish 

squiggles
63 Vintage tune
64 Premium 

channels
65 Mideastern 

peninsula
67 “Danke —”
69 “Hear ye!" 

yellers
71 Like most 

NBA players
73 Boisterous
74 “That’s 

somebody — 
problem”

77 Couch
80 Pixie

83 Pea or lentil
84 Sandy hill
86 Tiny blood

vessel
88 Actress 

Swenson
90 Ring out
91 Big pet food 

brand
92 Mucho
93 Painter Paul
96 Aykroyd of 

“Soul Man”
97 Up a tree
100 Blue toons of 

the 1980s
101 Aqueous
102 Deliverers of 

frozen blocks
103 The Red 

Foxes’ 
college

105 Macho
107 TV sleuth 

Remington
108 ‘The Taking 

of—123" 
(2009 thriller)

110 Last— effort
111 Brand of 

cellulose fiber
113 NYSE debut
114 Fish piercers
118 Big PC brand
121 “Rescue us!”
123 “Law &

Order: —”
124 NFL stats
125 Neither hide 
— hair

126 Week 
division

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 7024247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
4 8 3

9 6 3 2 5
1

1 9 4 8
4 3
7 3 5 1

7
3 6 5 2 9

2 8 6 o

©
Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 1/28

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

r BEFORE E EXCEPT
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

T
E
N
Z
D
E
L
G

I
E
V 
N 
I
T
V 
N

I
I
Z
G
Z
E
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N 
Z
s
L
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G

E
M
E
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G
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E 
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S 
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E 
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T
Y
I

R U 
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R
G
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R G

E W E I O
H E 
R H 
G E 
D N 
O H
E 
R 
S 
J 
G

H G I 
REF 
E R O

O
C
B
E
E

B
I
I
T
F
T
E
E
I
I
E
I
F

T
E
R
C

Y
H
A
O
I

L
P
N
E
G

N N B
I
B
I
D
S
H
E
K

U
R
G
E
M
V
H
E

D
O
E
R
I
E
L
N

D
G
A
C
F
E
I
J
O
A
C
E
R
L
T
I

T M 
S H 
I R 
E E 
O I 

I N N 
E A S 

C 
E
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E

D R I 
CSV 

E 
G 
G 
I
F

P
E

I
A
Z
c
c
T
c
L
R

U
I
H
N
E

E W 
E F 

I E K 
I W D 
BHD 
E K S 
FAC

AGEISM
APARTHEID
BEIGE
BEING
CAFFEINE
CANOEIST
CODEINE
CONCEIT
COUNTERFEIT
DECEIT
DECEIVED
DEIGN
DEITY
EIDER
EIGHT
FEIGN
FEIJOA
FEINT
FOREIGN
FORFEIT
GEISHA
HEIFER
HEIGHT
HEINOUS
HEIR
INVEIGLED
LEISURE
NEIGHBOR
PERCEIVE
RECEIPT
REIGN
REINS
REVEILLE
SEIZE
SKEIN
SURFEIT
VEILS
VEINS
WEIGH
WEIRD

A H V 3 w S
V 0 a 1 V a
a N n 0 H a

N 1 i V
3 1 V a 3 a
3. 0 x 3 d
1 1 n 1 s
>i V 3 a d a

3 S H ± N A S
i 0 0 s 3 a d
i s 1 1 W 3 a
a 3 1 a 3 1 n

i w V a V 0 V w
A n 9 w 1 M s
0 N V

N 3 1 d i 1 A 3
0 1 0 i V 1 1
H 1 s V N A a
0 3 S i 1 V i
s S 0 i S d 0

d. d n a W V 3 a 0 9 n am 0 V w 0 1 s
3 s 3 3 N 3 a vlo V 0 9 a 3

0 0 s 3 a i V 1 s V om a 0 N 0 a
0 V i N V W 9 N 1 A V a Sid d 3 a V pj 0
s i s 3 z V 1 W 1 0 i ■w 1 N 3 a
V N V A V H N V d N 0 i ilv 1 1 1 N ¥1 A
a 3 0 1 1 S V 1 a V 1 0 sl s n N V a n
a W 0 1 d V d w V a d d oT'J i a V d V s

v d d a N>3) >1 fd • o-a~ 323H

\iyk n

9 p 8 Z 6 8 l 8 3
9 6 l Z 8 P 9 8 Z
z Z 8 8 9 l P 8 6
l Z P 8 8 8 6 Z 9
6 e L 9 l 3 8 P 9
9 8 9 P L 6 8 3
Z 9 8 6 P 8 3 8
P 8 3 l 8 9 Z 6 8
e l 6 8 3 Z 8 9 P

SELL YOUR CARADOPT A PET
GET A JOBFIND A HOUSE
BUY A BOATFIND A TREASURE
GET A MASSAGE
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.
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