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Big money raised for state House seats
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Campaign donors paid for the mail­
ers people received this fall ahead of the 
Nov. 7 election, for the ads on Facebook 
and television, and for the signs posted 
in yards and on street comers.
No matter how big or small those do­

nations were, the donors’ names end up 
in campaign finance reports. Candi­
dates for the Michigan House of Repre­
sentatives submit financial disclosures 
to the secretary of state.

“It can give you some indication of a 
candidate’s support,” said David Dulio, 
a professor of political science at Oak­
land University. “I would say that in a

couple of different ways. For one, it can 
to some extent give you an indication of 
breadth of support.

"If a candidate has thousands of peo­
ple giving them small contributions, I 
think that’s an indication of support in 
the community.”

Locally, Democratic candidates col­
lected a significantly larger amount of

money than their Republican challeng­
ers. In each race, those candidates were 
incumbents or were seeking to replace a 
term-limited Democrat.

Here’s a look at some of the notable 
contributors to local state house candi­
dates this November.

See MONEY, Page 3A

Detroit Popcorn Co. CEO Ken Harris, left, and COO Reggie Kelley are excited for the future of their Bedford business.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Meet the new owners of 
the Detroit Popcorn Co.
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If s been a long year for the Detroit 
Popcorn Company. But its new owners 
believe they’ve got the legacy business 
moving in the right direction and poised 
to become a major player in everything 
fun in 202L

Pontiac-based Harris Financial 
Group closed on the Redford Township 
business in early November, completing 
a sale announced earlier this summer 
that took several months to complete.

But now that the paperwork is 
signed, CEO Ken Harris and COO Reggie 
Kelley are ready to show Michigan — 
and the rest of the country — the magic

of caramel corn and other treats.
“So many people have called and 

given me a wonderful congratulations, 
because I’m blessed to know a lot of 
people,” said Harris, who lives in Bir­
mingham. “In their calling, they tell me 
about how they were kids, they used to

See POPCORN, Page 4A

Wayne extends outdoor dining through March
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Wayne City Council voted Dec. 1 to 
extend outdoor dining in the city until 
March 31 to help local restaurants as 
dining rooms remain closed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The change comes just weeks after

the state Department of Health and Hu­
man Services closed indoor dining 
across the state until at least Dec. 8. 
That closure, along with other restric­
tions, is due to rising COVID-19 cases 
nationwide.

“Based on the current order and sus­
picion that it very well could be extend­
ed throughout the winter ... it probably

would be best for us to ask you to rein­
state the guidelines for outdoor dining 
and retail sales,” Lori Gouin, the city’s 
director of community development 
and planning, said at the meeting.

Under the guidelines approved by 
the council, restaurants could extend

See DINING, Page 6A

New hotel 
offering 
themed rooms for 
holidays
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Families looking for an escape to the 
North Pole don’t have to head very far 
for the experience this year. They can 
find it at the new hotel in Farmington 
Hills.

The Delta Hotels Detroit Novi by 
Marriott opened its doors at 
37529 Grand River near the Halsted/ 
M-5 interchange earlier this fall. To 
help mark the holidays, it is offering 
two rooms decked out with holiday- 
themed decor and gifts.

Dubbed the “Jingle Bell Inn,” the 
rooms are the perfect place for families 
looking to celebrate the holidays away 
from home. It could be a welcome get­
away for families who have been 
cooped up since March due to the cor­
onavirus pandemic, said Shawna 
Fleming, the hotel’s director of sales.

“The nice thing is, it’s a different 
four walls and a different experience,” 
she said.

The decorated rooms are available 
until Dec. 30 for overnight stays. Each 
comes decked out with decorations, a 
tree and several goodies for guests to 
enjoy. Cookies are served when guests 
check into the rooms, and there are 
further offerings of hot chocolate and 
candy canes once guests are settled in 
one of the double-king rooms.

“When guests arrive, we’ll have 
holiday music playing and then we’ll 
have some fresh cookies,” she said. 
“Each family gets gifts. I have a few 
wrapped under the tree.”

The holiday-themed rooms can be 
booked for $299 per night through the 
hotel’s website.

Fleming said she is also in talks to 
donate a night in the rooms to a family 
in need to help bring some additional 
Christmas cheer.

The hotel opened its doors in No­
vember after the facility had been 
closed for nearly a year. The hotel was 
previously a Crowne Plaza and before 
that, a Holiday Inn.

Fleming said the 139-room hotel 
was originally scheduled to open this 
spring under the Delta brand, but was 
delayed because of COVID-19-related 
shutdowns.

She said while the hotel was fairly 
up to date when Marriott took over, the

See HOTEL, Page 6A
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Do I have to 
pay taxes on 
unemployment, 
stimulus check?

Money Matters
Rick Bloom 
Guest columnist

Dear Rick:
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, my wife has been 

unemployed and has received unemployment bene­
fits. In addition, earlier this year my wife and I each 
received a $1,200 government stimulus payment.

At the time, I was under the impression that the 
$1,200 we each received was not taxable. Now I’m 
told that I have to pay tax on the stimulus money as 
well as on my wife’s unemployment. Is that correct?
My second question deals with my 2019 tax re­

turn. I filed my return in June and I have still not re­
ceived my refund. Is that normal, and if not, what 
suggestions do you have? I really don’t want to con­
tact the IRS.

Thank you, Chris
Dear Chris:
With regards to your taxes, I have some good news 

and some bad news. First, the bad news: Your wife’s 
unemployment benefits are taxed as ordinary in­
come to you. Just like wages are taxed, unemploy­
ment benefits are also subject to tax from the State of 
Michigan and the federal government. Therefore, 
your wife’s unemployment benefits are considered 
taxable income for you.
When it comes to unemployment benefits, many 

people are under the mistaken belief that they are not 
subject to tax; that is not true. That is why in many 
situations, I recommend that people receiving unem­
ployment benefits should have taxes withheld from 
their check.

By completing IRS Form W-4V, you can authorize 
the withholding of 10 percent of your benefit for tax 
purposes. Particularly, in cases such as this, where 
one spouse is continuing to work and the other is col­
lecting unemployment benefits, it makes sense to 
consider having taxes withheld.

After all, you don’t want to find that you have a sig­
nificant tax liability when you complete your 2020 
tax return. On top of the tax, you could also owe in­
terest and potentially, an underpayment penalty.

It’s important to remember that our system of tax­
es is really a pay-as-you-go tax system, which means 
that you’re supposed to pay taxes as you receive in­
come throughout the year. Most people accomplish 
this either through their withholding by their em­
ployer, or by making estimated tax payments. If you 
end up not paying enough tax throughout the year, 
you may have to pay interest as well as the underpay­
ment penalty, which is currently 3 percent.

With regards to the stimulus money you received, 
the good news is that money is not subject to tax.

With regards to your refund, I do believe an inordi­
nate amount of time has gone by and you need to take 
action. Typically, the IRS pays refunds within a two- 
to three-week period. I would recommend you visit 
irs.gov, click on the refund tab and check on the sta­
tus of your refund. If that does not resolve your issue, 
you should contact the IRS. You’re entitled to your re­
fund, and you’re entitled to an answer as to why you 
haven’t received it.

Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial advisor. His 

website is www.bloomadvisors.com. Email Rick at 
rick(g>bloomadvisors. com.
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Plymouth-Canton Schools adopted a policy Dec. 8 that it hopes will help transgender students, usatoday

Plymouth-Canton Schools 
adopts transgender policy
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Board 
of Education adopted a policy Tuesday that it hopes 
will ease tensions felt by students who identify as 
transgender or gender nonconforming.

Implementation of the new policy — titled 5517.03 
transgender and gender nonconforming students — 
was applauded by an overwhelming percentage of 
people whose comments were read during the four- 
hour meeting’s citizens comments segment.

The policy was adopted without a vote or discus­
sion among board members, only by the routine ap­
proval of the meeting’s consent agenda.

None of the six board members present (trustee 
Leonardo Savage was absent due to health issues) 
voiced opposition to the policy during Tuesday’s fi­
nal reading or during the first reading in November.

“This policy was designed to provide safety and a 
sense of belonging to our students, especially those 
often marginalized, bullied and assaulted at higher 
rates than general-ed students,” Plymouth-Canton 
Board of Education President Patti McCoin said. “It 
will not allow predatory sexual behavior, heuassment 
or bullying. That behavior has been and still is pro­
hibited. Engaging in those behaviors will result in 
disciplinary action."

Opponents of the policy — the majority of whom 
voiced their opinions on social media leading up to 
Tuesday’s approval — shared concerns regarding the 
section of the new guidelines that will allow students 
access to restrooms and locker rooms based on their 
gender identity.

Canton resident Kristy Eldredge, whose 10th grade 
daughter and middle school-aged son are students in 
the district, said the thought of a biological male 
sharing a restroom or locker room with her daughter 
raised serious safety concerns.

Eldredge also disagreed with the timing of the pol­
icy’s implementation.

“The PCCS board of education forced a controver­
sial policy down the throats of parents during the 
middle of a pandemic two weeks before Christmas," 
Eldredge said. “No public forum. No discussion. Wel­
come to Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.”

McCoin attempted to address Eldredge’s and oth­
er parents’ concerns by asserting that access to 
female facilities by biological males would not be 
easy.

"Identifying as a transgender student in the dis­
trict is a process,” McCoin said. “This policy will not 
allow males to claim they are female on a day-to-day

basis in order to gain entrance into women’s facilities.”
The policy is similar to those adopted by other 

Michigan school districts, including Ann Arbor, and 
municipalities, including Canton Township.

“Ann Arbor Schools and Canton Township have re­
ported zero instances of inappropriate behavior in re­
gard to their policies,” McCoin said.

The adoption of the policy means that all Plymouth- 
Canton K-12 students will be permitted to participate 
in interscholastic athletics “in a manner consistent 
with their gender identity, under the guidelines estab­
lished by the Michigan High School Athletic Associa­
tion.”
MHSAA spokesperson John Johnson said it is the 

responsibility of the school district to notify the asso­
ciation of potential eligibility issues regarding trans­
gender student-athletes.

“After the school provides a request, the MHSAA 
will determine eligibility for MHSAA tournaments on a 
case-by-case basis after being provided at least 
30 days prior to the opt-out due date for that tourna­
ment," Johnson said.

The vast majority of citizen commenters said the 
policy will help alleviate transgender students’ fears 
regarding pronouns used by teachers and peers to ad­
dress them, attire, the facilities they use while on 
school grounds and bullying and harassment.

“If the student has previously been known at school 
by a different name, the school administration will di­
rect school personnel to use the student’s chosen 
name and appropriate pronouns,” the policy states.

Longtime Plymouth-Canton Educational Park 
counselor Erin Demarest offered her support for the 
policy during the comment section.

“I have seen first-hand the pain and embarrass­
ment transgender kids feel over something as simple 
as a substitute teacher calling them by their legal name 
in MyStar,” Demarest said. “Adolescence is hard 
enough for straight kids.

“These difficulties are intensified exponentially for 
many transgender students.”

Approximately 2 percent of high school students in 
the United States identify as transgender, according to 
data published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Washington Post reported in 2019.

“We passed this policy to provide a safer, more wel­
coming environment for all of our students,” McCoin 
said. “If anyone has questions regarding this policy, 
they can direct them to members of the school board, 
whose contact information is on the district’s web­
site.”

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home- 
townlife.com or 517-375-1113.

When condo collection fees appear out of line
mm\

'! Robert Meisner
-Afe Guest columnist

Q: I am a former board member of a condominium 
association. I had to resign because I had some finan­
cial difficulties and was not able to pay my assess­
ments.

The newly-elected board of directors has retained 
a collection company that is coming after me for col­
lection fees, and I am seeing that their charges great­
ly exceed the attorney fees that were being charged to 
our association when the association’s legal counsel 
was handling collections.

What can I do about these fees?
A: While I don’t know the specific amounts in­

volved, I think you may have a legitimate basis to 
contest the reasonableness of the fees being charged 
by the collection agency, which may or may not even 
be using an attorney, if they seem to be exorbitant.

I've seen various situations where the fees being 
charged by the collection agency are well In excess of 
legal fees being charged by law firms that do the same 
work of writing letters, recording liens, etc.

It would appear that collection agency fees should

not be as much as, and certainly not in excess of, those 
fees charged by law firms who specialize in this area. 
Indeed, the fees that you are being charged may be in 
excess of what other collection agencies charge for the 
same work.

I would also write to the board of directors and tell 
them that the members of the association are being 
penalized because the board has hired a collection 
company to do the collecting as opposed to a reputable 
law firm, which results in the delinquent co-owner 
paying unreasonable fees.

While the board of directors may not care much 
about what you are being charged since it expects that 
most of the time co-owners will pay the collection fees, 
the board should realize that sometimes the associa­
tion will be on the hook for those fees if, for any reason, 
they are not collectible from tire co-owner. Plus, any 
money going to excess fees cannot be used to pay as­
sessments.

Therefore, the board of directors needs to realize 
that exorbitant collection fees will affect the associa­
tion as a whole, and the board has a fiduciary duty to 
ensure that collection fees are reasonable and within 
the limits of common practice in the industry.

Robert M. Meisner, Esq. is the principal attorney of 
The Meisner Law Group, which provides legal repre­
sentation for condominiums, homeowner associa­
tions, individual co-owners and developers.
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Family fights to raise mental health awareness

Claire Domanico places photos of her late son, Eric, outside her Salem Township home. Claire and her 
husband, Frank, have started the Eric Domanico Foundation to honor him. Eric, a 2019 South Lyon East 
graduate, died by suicide in July. John heider/hometownufe.com

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Eric Domanico had a promising future.
“He was destined for greatness,” Matt Smith, band 

director at South Lyon East High School, said of his 
former student who graduated in 2019. “Eric was such 
a brilliant student ... there was no stopping him and 
what he wanted to talk about and how he wanted to 
create community around him.”

But Domanico, who earned a full-ride scholarship 
to West Virginia University, where he played saxo­
phone this past year, will never meet that destiny.

The talented musician, who had depression and 
anxiety, ended his own life July 11. He was 19.

But it is another date - Dec. 14, Domanico’s birthday 
- that his family will focus on. Their launch of the Eric 
Domanico Foundation will celebrate what would have 
been his 20th birthday with musicians from around 
the world performing a special composition.

“He was a talent that could have been egotistical, 
but he never let his talent get bigger than him,” Smith 
said. “He was grounded, down to earth. But his talent, 
he could have played anywhere, he was a big-league 
player....

“He was always asking for me to help, but he had 
more talent in the tip of his pinky than 1 have in my 
entire body.”

A promising life cut short
What Domanico needed help with most was not his 

music, but his mental health, Smith said. They had 
long conversations and communicated frequently.

But this summer, Domanico left family and friends 
grieving in the wake of his death by suicide.

The next day, dozens of Domanico’s friends came to 
see his parents, Frank and Claire Domanico at their 
home to pay their respects.

For the funeral, St. Joseph Catholic Church in South 
Lyon was full for the first time since the COVID-19 pan­
demic began, Frank said, and the service was televised 
to friends across the world.

Frank believes the pandemic, and resulting quaran­
tine and isolation, exacerbated Eric’s depression, al­
though he doesn’t blame it for his son’s death.

Now, he and his family are focusing on celebrating 
Eric’s life, making sure his musical legacy lives on, and 
working to help other musicians through their own 
mental health battles.

Eric was the youngest of five children and took part 
in the magnet program for gifted students during his 
years in South Lyon Schools.

He was reading by the time he was 4 and spoke mul­
tiple languages, including French, his mother’s native 
language. He played soccer as a child and took up sax­
ophone in sixth grade. He made friends with ease.

Willem Swartzinski was one of those friends, con­
necting with Eric on the playground in kindergarten 
for a friendship that would evolve from tag and hide 
and seek constant conversation on a variety of topics 
through high school.

“We talked about the stupidest, goofiest things,” 
Swartzinski said. "He was fascinated by everything.

“ If you got him on the right topic, he would not stop 
talking. He was a very sweet guy and we always had a 
special bond.”

Struggles with mental health

Swartzinski said the friends didn’t always see eye to 
eye, but Eric was always the same - a genuine person, 
and the same person, regardless of his mood.

Changes in Eric’s mood became more evident by his 
freshman year of high school. Swartzinski said by their 
senior year, his friend seemed to have an awful week or 
so at least once a month.

He recalled a particularly frightening conversation 
with Eric, after which he reached out to Smith for help.

Eric’s parents also were notified. Frank and Claire 
had started noticing the stress and anxiety in their 
youngest child when he was about 16, which seemed to 
manifest from a need to be perfect at everything he 
did.

Frank said one of his frustrations is that parents are 
kept in the dark too often regarding their children’s 
mental health.

“It was hard to manage, he wanted to take control of 
his own health and didn’t want to share with us,” Frank 
said. “We don’t teach (kids) enough how to manage 
anxiety and stress, and parents are not allowed to 
know what they talk about with therapists....

“We hide these things, we send kids to doctors and 
they tell us the mental health system is messed up and 
we prescribe to treat symptoms. We don’t have enough 
to manage the stress.”

Since losing his son, Frank said other parents have 
come to him to talk about mental health issues their 
children have struggled with.
He said he wants to keep that conversation going 

“so not one more child is lost.”

Keep the conversation going

The Eric Domanico Foundation has a goal of sup­
porting young musicians and artists by providing re­
sources to treat the underlying causes of depression 
and anxiety, with a focus on prevention. The founda­
tion aims to provide grants and scholarships and pro­
vide for physical, socio-emotional and educational 
needs.

To raise awareness for the cause, the foundation is 
hosting a technological feat Dec. 14, in which dozens of 
saxophonists from around the world will #playwithEr- 
ic.

Future collaborators are invited to join the ongoing 
video project, in which the foundation hopes that 
"Someday, Eric may perform with a choir of a thousand 
strong to continue providing inspiration and hope.”

“The reason why you follow your passion is ulti­
mately to give you happiness,” Swartzinski said. 
“Through the money we raise and mental health 
awareness, we show young musicians that they 
should keep going for their aspirations and nothing is 
too big to accomplish.

“I think Eric would be fascinated by the foundation 
and blown back by us really showing how people care 
about him.”

Smith said mental health is among the biggest 
struggles for anyone in the arts with a constant strug­
gle for perfection that is never attained and seeking 
approval.

“Eric was destined for greatness,” Smith said. “Mu­
sic came so natural to him.”

Eric never reached his destiny and the journey for 
his listeners might have ended as well without the 
foundation, but with it, it can continue, as well as the 
conversation, which Smith hopes people will be ready 
to hear.

“Listen to the hard conversations,” he advises. “It's 
not easy, but an open ear is the best thing we can do for 
someone who is struggling."

Join the conversation and leam more about how to 
#playwithEric at www.ericdomanicofoundation.com. 
Contributions are also accepted for the foundation 
through a GoFundMe campaign linked to the founda­
tion website.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@ 
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412.

Money
Continued from Page 1A

$645,000 raised in Livonia

Throughout their campaigns, state Rep. Laurie Po- 
hutsky (D-Livonia) and her challenger, Republican 
Martha Ptashnik, knew the race for the 19th district 
would be close. They were right — Pohutsky won by a 
slim 258 votes.

With Pohutsky being the first Democratic candidate 
to hold the Livonia seat, it’s no surprise the two candi­
dates raised the most campaign money in the Home­
town Life coverage area.

By Election Day, Pohutsky had raised $382,622 and 
Ptashnik brought in $262,027. Those figures do not in­
clude in-kind donations, which are the transfer of an 
asset rather than cash contributions.

Both candidates took hundreds of thousands from 
their parties’ house funds, all of which are classified as 
in-kind contributions.

“More money buys more campaigning,” Dulio said. 
“In a state house race, if s probably mail.”

Some of Pohutsky's top donors included Lasinski 
For MI PAG, Emily's List Michigan, Building Bridges 
PAG and the Michigan Education Association PAG. Po­
hutsky accepted at least $10,000 from each of these 
donors.

On her website, Pohutsky’s donation page is run by 
ActBlue, a fundraising platform for Democrats. Conse­
quently, she raked in small contributions from a swath 
of donors all over the country.

Ptashnik did not match Pohutsky in sheer number 
of donors, but brought in a fair share of cash. Her top 
donors included the Chatfield Majority Fund, Building 
Experience Now PAG, MI Strategic Leadership Fund 
and the Wentworth Majority Fund. She accepted at 
least $10,000 from each of these donors.

Ptashnik also accepted donations of $1,050 from six 
members of the DeVos family, who are Republicans 
from Grand Rapids. The family’s most well-known 
member currently is U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos, who did not donate to Ptashnik.

Ptashnik also drew support from local politicians, 
including the committee to elect Livonia City Council

President Kathleen McIntyre, Livonia council Vice 
President Scott Bahr, Livonia Treasurer Lynda Scheel, 
Livonia Councilman Rob Donovic and Farmington 
Hills Councilwoman Valerie Knol.

Canton, Northvllle, Plymouth
Incumbent Rep. Matt Koleszar (D-Plymouth) 

soundly won reelection against Republican challenger 
John Lacny by about 6,000 votes. He also out-raised 
his opponent financially. Before Koleszafs election 
victory in 2018, the district had leaned right since 2010.

Koleszar raised $218,096 by the end of the election 
season, not including in-kind donations. His top do­
nors included Lasinski For MI PAG, Building Bridges 
PAG, MEA Political Action Council, Future Now Fund - 
MI and the UAW Michigan Voluntary PAG. He took at 
least $10,000 from these donors.

He also drew donations from local Democrats in­
cluding Livonia Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan, State 
Rep. Kevin Coleman, State Rep.-elect Ranjeev Puri and 
Westland Councilman Mike McDermott. Like Pohut­
sky, Koleszar also had a large base of small donors 
from across the country through ActBlue.

Lacny, on the other hand, brought in $65,150 over 
the cycle. His top single donation was Huck PAG, 
which gave him $2,500. Lacny also had financial sup­
port from Northville Supervisor-elect Mark Abbo and 
Canton Supervisor Pat Williams.

The bigger the race, the more likely the candidates 
will have larger contributions coming from political 
action committees, better known as PACs. Those big- 
ticket donations may raise eyebrows, but it doesn’t 
necessarily indicate the candidate is beholden to a 
particular special interest.

“I think it’s really simple. Those candidates agree 
with the agenda of those interests," Dulio said. “I don’t 
think it’s any more complicated than that. But that’s 
not a bad thing, right? The police union wouldn’t give 
money to a candidate for office if they weren't con­
vinced that they already agreed with them on certain 
things.

“They’re not going to spend their scarce resources 
on a hunch that they’re going to be able to ‘buy’ some­
body off.”

Belleville, Canton and Van Buren
Democrat Ranjeev Puri outraised his opponent, Re­

publican Laurel Hess, and ended up with nearly 9,000 
more votes on Election Day. The 21st state house dis­
trict has traditionally had a left-leaning tilt.

Puri’s largest single donation came from the UAW 
Michigan PAG, which gave him $10,000. According to 
his post-general election financial report, he raised 
$195,210.76 throughout the cycle.

In comparison, Hess raised $5,910 by Election Day. 
Her largest single donation was $600 from the Wayne 
County Republican Committee.

Hess also received multiple donations from Canton 
Supervisor Pat Williams and his committee to elect.

Westland and Wayne
State Rep. Kevin Coleman (D-Westland) is just one 

of many left-leaning politicians to represent the 16th 
district over the years. So, it comes as no surprise he 
outraised and received more votes than Republican 
challenger Emily Bauman.

By Election Day, Bauman brought in $8,018. Her 
largest donations were around $1,000 from Colette Ro- 
sati, Nick Rosati, Eric Ladwig and Tony Partin. Wayne 
Councilwoman Kelly Skiff and Richard Graham, who 
runs the Move Westland Forward Facebook page, were 
also among her donors.

Coleman raised $95,611 throughout the cycle. His 
largest donor was Lasinski For MI PAG, which gave him 
$10,000. Westland city councilman McDermott, Jim 
Godbout and Peter Herzberg also donated to his cam­
paign, along with Graham.

Farmington and Farmington Hills
Democrat Samantha Steckloff’s election as repre­

sentative for the 37th district was just one of many 
times voters went to the left over the years. Her oppo­
nent, Republican Mitch Swoboda, did not submit any 
financial disclosures to the state.

Steckloff raised $84,293. Like other local Demo­
crats, her largest donor was Lasinski For MI PAG, 
which gave her $10,000. Farmington Councilwoman 
Maria Taylor and Oakland County Water Resources 
Commissioner Jim Nash also donated.



Party supplies at the Detroit Popcorn Co. are available to the public for purchase, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

The Detroit Popcorn Company sits at 14950 Telegraph in Redford Township.

Popcorn
Continued from Page 1A

come by and get popcorn and sno-cones 
and cotton candy. It was part of the cy­
cle.

“My vision... is to recreate that child­
hood story again.”

Harris and Kelley were announced as 
buyers of the business this summer af­
ter it was reacquired by former owner 
David Farber. Farber took the business 
back from former owner Evan Singer af­
ter Singer made remarks on social 
media appearing to support police bru­
tality following the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of police in Minneso­
ta. Farber immediately began looking 
for minority ownership. Several days 
later, the company announced that Har­
ris Financial Group was the intended 
buyer, and negotiations began.
Now that the sale of the business is 

complete, Harris and Kelley can focus 
on moving the business forward while 
simultaneously returning it to its roots: 
providing quality snack foods. The com­
pany, which began in 1923, is known for 
its sale of popcorn via concession 
stands, as well as cotton candy and oth­
er snacks associated with events.

“For us, the legacy and the tradition, 
as we see it, is invaluable to us,” Kelley 
said. "We want to build on that legacy.”

They hope to make the Detroit Pop­
corn Co. facility at 14950 Telegraph a 
destination.

“We’re going to set this facility up so 
there can be actual school visitation,” 
Harris said. “The kids can come and ac­
tually walk through, like Better Made 
Potato Chips.”

They hope to grow regionally — in­
cluding attempting to regain clients 
such as the Detroit Zoo and Quicken 
Loans — and to make their brand known 
nationally. They’ve even got a new com­
mercial trumpeting the comeback of the 
brand.

They’ve also been in talks with 
groups for charitable causes in places 
like Canton, Ohio — where Kelley grew 
up — and in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
There, they’ve connected with Yester­
day’s Negro League Baseball Players 
Foundation as a way to help educate 
people about Negro League Baseball 
and its history. They’ve also pledged to 
donate a portion of their profits to the 
Detroit Public Schools Foundation.

The company’s tins of popcorn, a 
major seller right now as the holidays 
get closer are filled with caramel, cheese

and buttered popcorn and can be 
shipped anywhere in the continental 
United States.

“It’s starting to pick up,” Kelley said.
Those looking to order Detroit Pop­

corn Company products can do so by 
visiting the business 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday and 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, though hours 
are subject to change. Online orders are 
accepted at detroitpopcom.com.

Harris and Kelley expect to keep the 
business in Redford for the foreseeable 
future, especially given the infrastruc­
ture already in place, but they hope to 
someday open a small shop in Detroit to 
sell their products as well.

Harris said they’ve managed to keep 
much of the same staff on board, whose 
time of service averages between 10 and 
20 years. Having that wealth of experi­
ence and knowledge, Harris said, helps 
keep the com a-poppin’.

“We’re going to try to make an atmos­
phere where it’s fun,” Harris said. “This 
is a fun business.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
(S)davidveselenak.
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FOR THEIR SAFETY
andyour confidence.
We create a safe, enriching community 
where seniors can live well, know they’re 
safe, and maintain their dignity and sense of 
purpose. In today’s changed world, you can 
rest assured:

• Everyone entering our community 
wears a face mask and is screened 
according to CDC guidelines

• Staff are screened at the beginning, 
middle and end of their shifts

• Every assisted living and memory 
care resident is monitored for 
temperature, oxygen saturation level 
and condition changes

• We work with national-level laboratories 
for staff and resident testing

• We welcome PCPs (primary care 
physicians) and medical specialists, 
as residents require, and transport 
residents to medical appointments

Diligence. We follow CDC guidelines 
for masks, handwashing and social 
distancing because we’re determined 
to keep you and your loved ones safe.
Call 248“92d-99%5 today to learn more 
and to get a copy of The Complete Guide 
to Senior Health and Wellness.

Assisted Living | Memory Care 
2400 E. Lincoln | Birmingham, Ml 48009
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5-hour Energy founder to give 
away $1B worth of water purifiers
Adrienne Roberts Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Michigan billionaire Manoj Bharga- 
va, founder of 5-hour Energy, said he’s 
giving away, over the next decade, $1 bil­
lion worth of a water purification sys­
tem his company developed.

The HANS Premium Water device, a 
dishwasher-sized machine, removes 
contaminants from water and is capable 
of supplying an entire home or building.

“Globally, at least a billion people are 
running out of fresh water, and most of 
the water in the U.S. is contaminated,” 
Bhargava said in a news release. 
“There’s actually no shortage of water, 
just a shortage of clean water.”

The announcement marks the latest 
invention from Bhargava’s Stage 2 Inno­
vations laboratory in Farmington Hills, 
and another piece of the Giving Pledge, 
a commitment he announced in 2012 to 
give away the majority of his wealth.

The HANS Premium Water device 
emerged after Bhargava wanted to find a 
way to address the lack of sustainable 
fresh water.

“Brackish (salt-contaminated) 
wells and polluted water sources are 
pretty much everywhere,” he said.

The device aims to solve that prob­
lem, recycling and filtering water at a 
rate that can supply a household, or 
can be linked together to supply a vil­
lage or farm with clean water, the re­
lease said.

Details about where and to whom 
the water filtration systems will go 
haven’t been figured out yet, but Bhar­
gava hopes to work with government 
agencies and nonprofits to figure out 
where they’re needed most, a spokes­
person said.

The filtration system will also soon 
be available for purchase in the U.S. 
The water treatment company Culli- 
gan will market, install and service the 
systems.

The two dozen employees at Stage 2 
Innovations are also working on other 
projects such as providing free elec­
tricity to poor people, a therapy for 
Alzheimer’s and a free system that al­
lows farmers to make their own fertil­
izer, the release said.

Dining
Continued from Page 1A

dining outdoors, adding between 
25 percent and 50 percent additional 
seats.

Retailers are also permitted to use 
space outside of their shops.

Mayor Pro Tern Tom Porter asked 
whether instead of setting a hard date 
for allowing outdoor dining, the city 
should tie-bar the allowance to expire 
when the state allows indoor dining 
again.

“We need to be bending over back­
wards for our businesses now,” he 
said. “I just wanted to find a way to tie 
it to a time where we don’t have to wor­
ry about.”

Gouin said keeping the outdoor din­
ing allowance throughout the winter 
will allow greater certainty for local 
restaurants, even after indoor dining is 
once again allowed by the state.

Adding seats outside allows restau­
rants to expand their seating capacity 
in a time when fewer people are dining 
out.

"There are some restaurants that 
probably will continue to have outdoor 
dining just for the simple fact that peo-

“We need to be bending over 
backwards for our businesses now.”
Tom Porter
Wayne mayor pro tem, on extending 
outdoor dining allowances through March

pie don’t feel comfortable crowded in­
side and it gives them extra capacity,” 
she said.
Many area communities have relaxed 

their rules related to the pandemic 
when it comes to winter outdoor dining.

Plymouth is the most recent area 
community to extend its outdoor dining 
season. Northville and Birmingham ex­
tended that season some time ago.

Gouin said she also has begun work­
ing with small businesses in the city to 
apply for newly-established grants from 
the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation. Those grants would allo­
cate up to $15,000 for small businesses.

She said she has set up at least one 
appointment with a business to work on 
a grant and hopes to see more interest 
from within the city.

“We are doing everything we possibly 
can to help,” she said.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometoumlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.

Hotel
Continued from Page 1A

company still put about $3 million into 
renovations and furnishings.

Those renovations included the new 
provisions space serving snacks and 
coffee, a new fitness center and some 
new furniture in each room, including 
brand-new 55-inch smart televisions.

The hotel also has a small banquet 
space for corporate events and wed­
dings, when such activities are viable 
again.
A restaurant serving casual Ameri­

can fare called Founder’s Tavern will op­
erate when indoor dining is deemed safe 
again. Fleming said Marriott planned to 
open the restaurant, but with the state 
temporarily shutting down indoor din­
ing right around the hotel’s opening, the 
tavern will remain closed.

“We had all of our bartenders trained

on crazy craft cocktails that are deli­
cious,” she said. “We had some good 
things going.”

The Delta brand is fairly new to metro 
Detroit, Fleming said: one operates in 
Romulus near the airport and others are 
located on the west side of the state. The 
Farmington Hills location is the brand’s 
first in Oakland County.

Opening a new hotel concept in the 
midst of a pandemic that has signifi­
cantly reduced travel has been chal­
lenging, but Fleming said she believes 
the staff and amenities are ready to 
serve business or leisure guests once 
traveling picks up again.

“It’s a leap of faith,” she said. “We just 
have to trust that things are going to get 
better and that we have the right people 
in place, then when things do get better, 
people will come.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

Shawna Fleming, director of sales for The Delta Hotels Detroit Novi by Marriott, 
gives a tour of the new Farmington Hills hotel’s Jingle Bell Inn room Dec. 8.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNUFE.COM
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Obituaries
Robert Erlenbusch Geraldine Tunison “Geri”

On Tuesday, December 
2,2020, Robert James Er­
lenbusch lost his life to 
Covid at age 69.
Bob was born on Janu­

ary 24, 1951, in Detroit,
MI, to Christian and 
Dorcas (Root) Erlenbus­
ch. He served honorably 
in the U.S. Navy, then 
returned to live out his 
life in Plymouth, retiring 
from National Set Screw.
Bob loved fishing 

trips to Shupac Lake.
He loved to cook and 
jokingly called himself 
“The Stumbling Gour­
met.” Family time and 
traditions were precious 
to Bob, especially during 
the holidays. Bob loved 
Star Trek, The Beatles, 
slapstick humor, helping 
his parents, teasing his sisters, and being a Mason. 
But above all he loved being a grandpa. Bob was 
known for his silly jokes, his sentimental kindness, 
and his funny tee shirt collection.
Bob was preceded in death by his parents and 

survived by his son Christian, daughter-in-law 
Emily, grandchildren Aurora and Gideon, sisters 
Janet, Susan, and Marian, and a large extended 
family. He is mourned and missed by his com­
panion of 24 years Vicki Moak, and his kitty, Elsa.
The family will have a private memorial service. 

A celebration of Bob’s life for extended family and 
friends is being planned for 2021.

FARMINGTON-age 81, 
passed away November 
24,2020. She is preceded 
in death by her husband 
Harold; loving moth­
er of Katherine Tuni- 
son-Wright (Thomas),
Wendy Tunison (Roberto 
Gutierrez) and Michele 
Tunison (Dave Myers); a 
beloved grandmother of 
Dylan and Grant Gutier­
rez; dearest sister of 5. There was nothing Geri 
wouldn’t do for her daughters, grandsons, or her 
many friends. Walking into her home ensured 
lively conversation, laughter and leaving well fed. 
She had a love for country music, late night tele­
phone chats with her friends, and bragging about 
her grandsons. She was always in the middle of 
a book and passed on her passion for reading 
to her family. She will be forever in our hearts. 
A memorial service will be held for Geri at the 
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home, downtown 
Farmington (248-474-5200), at a later date. www. 
heeney-sundquist.com

Heeney-Sundquist

ft •>More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

o
Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

o
Lave Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com
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Mangia Pizza 
Monday 

1/2 OFF PIZZA
With purchase of same size salad.

Not valid with any other offers or coupons. 
Available for Dining Room or Curbside

Two for Pasta Tuesday's
BUY ONE PASTA DINNER, 
GET 1/2 OFF 2ND PASTA 

DINNER 
EVERY TUESDAY

Of equal or lesser value. Not valid with any other offers or coupons. 
Limited time only.

Available for Dining Room or Curbside

Wine Down 
Wednesday

1)2 OFF BOTTLE WINES
With purchase of 2 full dinners.

Not valid with any other offers or coupons. 
Available for Dining Room or Curbside

Call Antonio's and Roman Village! We are here to help feed the front-line!
If you have a loved one or family member who is working on the front-line 
or providing an essential service to the community, call Antonio’s or Roman 

Village to send your heroes and their coworkers a delicious meal!
#TiriamoAvanti™

Just like homemade without the extra work! Prepared fresh to order, simply put it in 
the oven, bake and serve to your family! Or store in the freezer for a later date!

Manicotti
Seafood Manicotti* 
Eggplant Parmesan

Lasagna
Vegetarian Lasagna 

Cannelloni

Full Tray Half Tray Individual
(feeds 16-20) (feeds 8-10) (feeds 1-2)

80.00 40.00 9.95

Includes instructions. Does not include bread or salad. 
*Price may vary

We are collecting toys for children in the 
community at all locations through our 
partnership with the Wayne County Sheriff 
and the Goodfellas. Help make a kid's 
Christmas! This year more than ever we 
need your help. Drop off an unwrapped toy 
when picking up your curbside order.

Thank you for your 
support in purchasing 

gift cards. They 
make great stocking 

stuffers, and are 
available online or 

through curbside pickup!

37646 W. 12 Mile Rd. 
Farmington Hills 

(Corner of Halsted)
248.994.4000

2220 N. Canton Ctr. 
Rd. Canton 

(Corner of Ford Road)
734.981.9800

%S mi M1 fJ I,’ LT
26356 Ford Rd. 
Dearborn Heights 
Shopping Center
313.278.6000

|^om£m Vljaglage
9924 Dix Ave. 
Dearborn

(Between Miller & Lonyo)
313.842.2100

LO-OCIOMOMI-O! mvrv. antoniosrestaurants. com

31735 Plymouth Rd. 
Livonia

(West of Merriman) 
734-513-8000 
No Banquets
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SPORTS
Foos steps down as Madonna’s head coach

Offensive coordinator Herb Haygood, right, will be 
Madonna’s interim head football coach after Brian 
Foos, left, departed Monday to pursue other 
professional opportunities. Madonna is scheduled to 
open its inaugural NAIA season Feb. 13.

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Madonna football program an­
nounced Tuesday that head coach Brian 
Foos left the program Monday to pursue 
other professional opportunities.

Offensive coordinator Herb Haygood 
will take the place of interim head coach.

“Herb has been an integral part of the 
recruiting process and has coached both 
sides of the ball in his time here,” Ma­
donna athletic director Scott Kennell 
said in a release. “We feel Herb is the

best candidate to lead us forward this 
spring and we are excited for what the 
future holds.”

Haygood is a former Michigan State 
captain at wide receiver and is the only 
kick returner to be named to the Walter 
Camp Football Foundation All-America 
team. He was drafted in the fifth round

of the 2002 NFL Draft by the Denver 
Broncos, and played with the Indian­
apolis Colts, the Kansas City Chiefs, NFL 
Europe’s Scottish Claymore, Canadian 
Football League’s Montreal Alouettes, 
and the Tampa Bay Storm in the Arena 
Football League.

Haygood previously coached at Oli­

vet College, Saginaw Valley State Uni­
versity, Miami (Ohio), Indiana and East­
ern Michigan, having coached four All- 
Americans, 11 all-conference, and 22 ac­
ademic all-conference selections along 
with 13 players who have been drafted or 
signed as free agents in the NFL.

Haygood was hired as Madonna’s de­
fensive coordinator in spring 2019 be­
fore switching to offensive coordinator 
after the departure of Matt Wright.

“I would like to thank President Mi­
chael Grandillo and Director of Athletics

See MADONNA, Page 3B

Livonia Churchill’s Ryan Hutchinson, left, upends a Livonia Franklin ball carrier. Churchill is one of four local football teams 
still vying for a state championship, john heider/hometownufe.com file photo

Michigan high school teams react to latest postponement

The Novi volleyball team won its sixth district final in the past seven seasons. 
Normally, a high school season would end in the fall, and many players would 
play a club season from January to the end of June. According to current MHSAA 
rules, players are not allowed to practice for club and high school teams at the 
same time, colin gay/hometownlife.com file photo

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK ^ MICHIGAN

“We can only control what we can 
control.” This has been Cranbrook King- 
swood girls swim and dive head coach 
Paul Ellis’ message to his team through­
out the 2020 season.

This is the message that continued 
the Cranes’ trajectory toward a Division 
3 state title, the team’s second in the past 
four years.

Ellis can’t make a prediction regarding 
the remainder of the 2020 season, nei­
ther can his players. All they could do 
was prepare for what could be.

“We can’t tell the Governor to let us 
finish,” Ellis said. “We can’t be upset if 
she doesn’t lift the pause because we are 
trying to take care and qualm this pan­
demic. Is that the answer that we want? 
No. We want them to say, ‘We can finish, 
we can get this season done and we can 
move on.’ But at this point with them, it’s 
only we can control what we can con­
trol.”

The outcome Ellis, Cranbrook King- 
swood and the rest of the fall teams still 
in the hunt for a state title throughout the 
state was pushed back again, as the 
Michigan Department of Health and Hu­
man Services extended its guidelines to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 by 12 days to 
Dec. 20 - further postponing the high 
school football, swim and dive, and vol­
leyball postseasons.

In a Monday press conference, Gov.

Inside
• Michigan high school sports remain 
paused. 2B
• Some coaches miffed by extension of 
Gov. Whitmer’s order. 3B

Gretchen Whitmer was asked about the 
possibility of a return for high school ath­
letics, but she shifted her answer to focus 
on the academic side of in-person 
schooling.

"I believe that our first priority should

be getting students back into the class­
room safely,” she said.

Michigan High School Athletic Asso­
ciation Executive Director Mark Uyl said 
in a statement that he was disappointed 
in the announcement made by the state 
but that he and the MHSAA will chart out 
a plan to complete fall and winter sea­
sons.

Livonia Churchill head football coach 
Bill DeFillippo knows he does not have 
any answers that can fix the overarching

See FALL SEASON, Page 2B

FOOTBALL

MHSFCA releases 
all-region honors
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Postseason football awards are 
continuing to flood in.

Here’s a look at the members of 
the Michigan High School Football 
Coaches Association All-Region 
teams from the Hometown Life cov­
erage area.

Division 1
Region 2
Detroit Catholic Central offensive 
lineman Bruno Guberinich 
Lakeland wide receiver Mike Sherrill 
Lakeland defensive lineman Mark 
Tingle
Detroit Catholic Central defensive 
back Sam Dersa
Lakeland defensive back Shane Ells 
Lakeland head coach Joe Woodruff
Region 3
Canton offensive lineman Josh Mar­
tin
John Glenn tight end Justin Hart 
Livonia Stevenson running back Ca- 
den Woodall
Canton running back Zack Badger 
Canton quarterback Kaleb Burg 
Canton defensive lineman Jacob 
Davis
Canton linebacker Aran Patrick 
Canton defensive back Caleb Wil­
liams
Canton head coach Andrew LaFata

Division 2
Region 6
North Farmington offensive lineman 
Jai'Lun Hampton
South Lyon wide receiver Quinn Fra- 
cassi
North Farmington wide receiver 
Aaron Rice
North Farmington running back Jus­
tin Whitehorn
South Lyon running back Jordan 
Singleton
North Farmington quarterback Jacob 
Bousamra
South Lyon defensive lineman Gus 
Taylor
North Farmington defensive back 
Jasper Beeler
South Lyon defensive back Dakota
Blackwell
Region 7
Livonia Churchill offensive lineman 
Lawrence Hattar
Livonia Franklin offensive lineman 
Kyle Fugedi
Livonia Churchill wide receiver Jor­
dan Garcia
Livonia Churchill quarterback Gavin 
Brooks

See HONORS, Page 2B
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Mich, high school sports remain 
paused with state order extension
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

With the state’s three-week “pause" 
coming to a close Dec. 9, Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer announced Monday 
that the order will continue until Dec. 
20 during the ongoing COVID-19 pan­
demic.
On Nov. 19, the pause halted all Mich­

igan High School Athletic Association- 
sanctioned sports, including the re­
maining fall sports: high school foot­
ball, volleyball, and girls swim and dive.

In November, MHSAA Executive Di­
rector Mark Uyl said if the three-week

Fall season
Continued from Page IB

problem that caused the halting of the 
Chargers’ postseason. He only knew he 
wanted to play.

“I’m just, selfishly, I’m disappointed 
because we had such a great group of 
kids,” DeFillipo said. “That’s speaking 
personally, not just our on-field perfor­
mance. We really have a great group of 
high-character kids that you love being 
around. If there was any year you want­
ed to see how far you could go and see 
how you could finish, it was with this 
group.”

Will teams finish?

As the MHSAA decides a schedule to 
finish its fall postseasons, questions are 
already coming up regarding what it 
would look like and how it would be put 
into practice.

Normally, for volleyball players a high 
school season would be complete in the 
fall, and many would play a club season 
from January to the end of June. Ac­
cording to current MHSAA rules, players 
are not allowed to practice for club and 
high school teams at the same time.

Novi head coach Kacy Moran, who 
also coaches at the club level, said this 
presents a predicament for many of her 
players Without a rule change or a waiv­
er made by the MHSAA.

But Moran knows what many of her 
players would want to do.

“I think if you make the players 
choose, then you get into a sticky situa­
tion,” Moran said. “On the one hand, I 
can guarantee that every player that is 
playing in the Elite Eight right now 
would want that last-game finish, 
whether it’s in the Elite Eight, final four 
or final.”

For some football teams, including 
Churchill, rosters could face high school 
seniors leaving in January to enroll early 
for either spring training at the Division 1 
level or for a spring season at one of 
many other schools, including the Na­
tional Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics.

"It’s nice that people are trying,” De- 
Fillippo said. “I just don’t know how they 
can do it in March and expect kids who 
have plans to go to college in January, try 
to maybe come up with the decision of 
‘Should I stay?’ And who knows if the 
numbers are going to be any better in 
March?”

‘I think we can do this’

With the latest postponement of the 
playoffs, many coaches are focusing 
their attention on what they had the

Honors
Continued from Page IB

Livonia Franklin quarterback Zac Olesuk 
Livonia Churchill defensive lineman 
Demarius Gibson-Wells 
Livonia Franklin defensive lineman 
Aaron Mass
Livonia Churchill defensive lineman 
Khalil Ford
Livonia Franklin linebacker Evan Pit- 
tenger
Livonia Churchill linebacker Boston 
Clegg Jr.
Livonia Churchill defensive back Jimmy 
Targosz
Livonia Churchill defensive back Josh 
Brown
Livonia Churchill head coach Bill DeFilli- 
po
Region 8
Seaholm offensive lineman Caden De- 
Wald
Groves offensive lineman Ben Simmons

pause would be extended, he would sit 
down with the MHSAA Board of Direc­
tors and “go ahead with Plan B and Plan 
C,” tweaking and changing plans if need 
be.

The high school football season will 
remain halted in the regional round for 
the next 12 days, the volleyball season 
will remain at the state semifinals and 
the girls swim and dive season will re­
main at the state meet.

Prior to this announcement, the 
MHSAA announced its initial schedule 
to complete the 2020 fall season.

The football season was scheduled 
to continue with the regional round, 
Dec. 15 and 16, the state semifinal round

Dec. 21 and 22 and the state finals Dec. 
28 and 29 at Ford Field.

The volleyball state semifinals and 
finals were scheduled to be played at 
Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek Dec. 17-19, 
while the girls swim and dive state fi­
nals will be held at multiple venues 
across the state Dec. 22 and 23.

Teams in winter and fall sports were 
scheduled to begin practice Dec. 9, 
while winter sports seasons were 
scheduled to start Jan. 4.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay(S> 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. 
Follow him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife. com.

Detroit Catholic Central junior running back Conner Bell scores one of his two 
touchdowns against Lakeland. Catholic Central was scheduled to take on 
Davison in the regional final, tom beaudoin/special to hometownlife.com

chance to do in 2020.
At Detroit Catholic Central, who was 

scheduled to take on Davison in the re­
gional football final, head coach Dan An­
derson focused on the team’s two man­
tras: “Adapt and overcome” and “faith 
over fear.” Both, he said, were character 
traits those on his roster took this sea­
son.

“Everything those kids have been 
through. The kids are just so resilient,” 
Anderson, said. "They take it in stride, 
there’s disappointment, for sure, but 
they are thinking, 'OK, this is the next 
curveball you are throwing us? This is 
what we need to do to stay on track to 
get to our goal.’ ”

North Farmington head coach Jon 
Herstein said it came down to an old cli­
che: “playing every rep like it’s your last,” 
equating this to the fact that it would not 
necessarily take an injury for a player to 
be sidelined in 2020.

Moran, who was not surprised by the 
latest postponement, said there are life 
lessons that her players at Novi are 
learning, even if they may not be in the 
most traditional way.

“I think that they have demonstrated 
a lot of resiliency and we know that if 
you are resilient, you are going to be 
more successful in life,” Moran said. “I 
think they have proved to go with the 
flow and be flexible.

But to Moran, knowing what the 
Wildcats have done this season on the 
volleyball court, knew this season was 
more than she or the rest of her team 
could have expected during a pandemic.

"I think they are very much apprecia­
tive right now that we got as far as we 
did and we were able to have a season,” 
Moran said. “I think that if you asked 
any of them, they would much rather 
have this situation right now than no 
volleyball at all the entire fall.”

While this is the mindset many 
coaches are taking, looking back at what 
they accomplished in the midst of un­
certainty, Anderson uses it to fuel his 
view of the future.

To him, he’s confident. He thinks a 
season is still within reach. Not for him, 
but for those Shamrocks on his roster.

“Hopefully we move forward, just for 
the kids sake,” Anderson said. “I’ll get 
other years to coach - I’ve done this for 
29 years and, Lord willing, I can do it for 
another 20 if I can.

“I think we are going to be able to do 
this. I do. Maybe that’s just me being 
positive and trying to stay positive, but I 
think we can do this.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at (S>ColinGayT7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

Seaholm running back Will McBride 
Seaholm defensive lineman Jake La- 
Barre

Division 3
Region 11
Garden City offensive lineman Hunter 
Ohman
Brother Rice wide receiver and defen­
sive back Rocco Milia 
South Lyon East quarterback Zander 
Desentz
Garden City defensive lineman Chazz 
Tennant
South Lyon East head coach Joe Pesci

Division 4
Region 15
Bedford Union offensive lineman Spen­
cer Wallace
Bedford Union running back Dawaune 
Strickland
Livonia Clarenceville defensive lineman 
Justin Dorsey
Bedford Union linebacker Alonzo Wil-

Livonia Clarenceville defensive back 
Sean Brian Craig
Bedford Union athlete Parker Kennedy 
III
Region 16
Detroit Country Day offensive lineman 
Caleb Tiernan
Cranbrook Kingswood defensive line­
man Bryce Hall
Detroit Country Day defensive lineman 
Will Leggon
Detroit Country Day linebacker Joe 
Miller
Detroit Country Day defensive back 
Danny MacLean
Cranbrook Kingswood specialist Chase 
Paulus
Detroit Country Day head coach Dan 
MacLean

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. 
Follow him on Twitter at @ColinGayT7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

V Lions Insider
1 DaveBirkett

Detroit Free Press
V USA TODAY NETWORK

Final 4 games 
matter - for 
draft position
A record six quarterbacks were tak­

en in the first round of the 1983 NFL 
draft, including three future Hall of 
Famers: John Elway, Dan Marino and 
Jim Kelly.

The 2021 draft could yield similar 
depth at the position, with Trevor Law­
rence and Justin Fields all but guaran­
teed to be the top two picks and as 
many as four other quarterbacks - Trey 
Lance, Zach Wilson, Mac Jones and 
Kyle Trask - earning first-round inter­
est.

That should make for an interesting 
final few weeks to the regular season as 
teams jockey for draft position, and it 
could aid the Lions and other quarter­
back-needy teams who don’t end up 
with top-10 picks.

While the New York Jets and Jack­
sonville Jaguars are locks to take Law­
rence and Fields at the top of the draft, 
a number of the other teams currently 
slotted in the top 10 either do not need a 
quarterback or seem unlikely to roll the 
dice on the position.

The Cincinnati Bengals (at No. 3), 
Los Angeles Chargers (at No. 4) and Mi­
ami Dolphins (No. 9, via the Houston 
Texans) all have rookie quarterbacks 
who have impressed. The Dallas Cow­
boys (No. 5) are a wildcard given Dak 
Prescott’s injury and contract situa­
tion, though owner Jerry Jones insists 
Prescott remains in the franchise’s 
long-term plans. And the Philadelphia 
Eagles (No. 6) have two young quarter­
backs on their roster in Carson Wentz 
and Jalen Hurts.

It remains to be seen if Lance, Wil­
son, Jones or Trask emerges a premium 
first-round talent, but if you’re a Lions 
fan hoping to land one of that quartet 
come April, you’ll need to keep an eye 
on the four- and five-win teams that 
populate the bottom of my power rank­
ings.

Currently, the Carolina Panthers 
(No. 7) and Atlanta Falcons (No. 8) 
seem like threats to draft quarterbacks, 
though both have veterans under con­
tract for 2021 at the position (Teddy 
Bridgewater in Carolina, Matt Ryan in 
Atlanta).

The Denver Broncos (No. 10) could 
have a new general manager with no 
ties to second-year quarterback Drew 
Lock calling the shots, and Washington 
(No. H) may already have moved on 
from Dwayne Haskins.

The Lions currently sit 12th in the 
draft order, a spot that should give 
them options but probably not their 
choice of that second group of quarter­
backs. In the most recent mock draft by 
CBS Sports, Lance and Wilson joined 
Lawrence and Fields as top-10 picks, 
Jones went 13th to the Chicago Bears 
and Trask slipped out of the first round.
Two four-win teams, the Broncos 

and Panthers, play this week, and in 
another draft pick-position game, the 
Falcons visit the Chargers.

Neither of those games is as attrac­
tive as Bills-Steelers or Chiefs-Dol- 
phins in Week 14, but from the Lions’ 
standpoint, they may be more impor­
tant.

Contact Dave Birkett at dbirkett@ 
freepress.com. Follow him on Twitter at 
@davebirkett.

Birkett’s power rankings: 
Week 14
Records updated after Tuesday's game.

1. Chiefs (11-1) 18. Giants (5-7)
2. Steelers (11-1) 19. Washington

(5-7)
20. 49ers (5-7)
21. Bears (5-7)
22. Lions (5-7)
23. Falcons (4-8)
24. Texans(4-8)
25. Panthers 
(4-8)
26. Broncos(4-8)

3. Saints (10-2)
4. Bills (9-3)
5. Packers(9-3)
6. Browns (9-3)
7. Seahawks (8-4)
8. Titans (8-4)
9. Colts (8-4)
10. Buccaneers 
(7-5)

_ i , . /r> 27. Cowboys11. Dolphins (8-4) ^3_9j
12. Rams (8-4) 28. Eagles (3-8-1)
13. Ravens (7-5) 29. Chargers
14. Raiders (7-5) (3-9)

30. Bengals 
(2-9-1)

15. Vikings (6-6)
16. Cardinals
(6-6) 31. Jaguars (1-11)
17. Patriots (6-6) 32. Jets (0-12)

V it



Some coaches miffed by extension of order
Football may not be able 
to finish until spring

High School Insider
Mick McCabe
Special to Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

If nothing else, the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association knows 
where it stands with Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer.

It doesn’t.
In announcing a 12-day extension to 

the latest health order of the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Ser­
vices on Monday, the governor effective­
ly ended any chance for the MHSAA to 
complete its football, volleyball and girls 
swimming and diving championships 
until the new year.

While volleyball and swimming can 
finish their seasons in January, football 
may not be able to complete the three re­
maining weeks of playoff games until 
March or April because of weather con­
ditions.

The most surprising aspect of the gov­
ernor’s news conference is she didn’t 
even mention high school athletics in the 
body of her remarks. It took a reporter’s 
question for her to broach the subject.

“As a parent of a high schooler, I be­
lieve, and as the governor of Michigan I 
believe that our first priority should be 
getting students back in the classroom 
safely,” she said. “That, I believe, is para- 
mount.”

In making her ruling, Whitmer disre­
garded the data the MHSAA had com­
piled for her office showing that high 
school athletics could be handled in a 
safe environment and that it it has not 
been a super-spreader of COVID-19.

“We realize the crisis our medical 
caregivers and first responders are navi­
gating and understand the need to con­
tinue the pause," MHSAA Executive Di­
rector Mark Uyl said in a statement. 
“However, the MHSAA had provided a 
detailed plan to both Governor Whitmer 
and MDHHS that would have completed 
fall tournaments with no spectators as 
safely as possible during the month of 
December along with allowing winter 
sport practices to resume.”

The MHSAA had also warned the gov­
ernor that even if she shut down MHSAA 
athletics, kids would find alternatives to 
keep playing. The MHSAA sent her two 
dozen fliers from organizations inviting 
kids to join club volleyball and AAU bas­
ketball teams where safety for the ath­
letes may not be a top priority.

Whitmer failed to address that issue 
at all.

“It's just a lack of transparency is 
what bothers me,” said Davison football 
coach Jake Weingartz. “I’ve got a couple 
buddies whose kids play AAU basketball. 
They’re in the eighth grade and they’re 
still doing that. I drive by a middle school 
on my way to work every day and there’s 
300 kids out on the playground playing 
soccer, playing football, doing what kids 
do.

“That’s OK, but playing 22 guys on a 
120-yard field is unsafe?”

In its statement, the MHSAA said it is 
determined to find a way to complete the 
fall season and the representative coun­
cil was to meet Wednesday to devise a 
plan to finish the three sports and a time­
table to begin winter sports.

What that will look like for football is 
anyone’s guess. If football resumes, it 
will resume without some of the state’s 
best players.

West Bloomfield running back Dono­
van Edwards, who has not yet commit­
ted to a school, has repeatedly said he 
will enroll in college in January.

West Bloomfield coach Ron Bellamy 
also expects to have defensive back/ 
wide receiver Maxwell Hairston enroll at 
Kentucky and safety Gavin Hardeman go 
to Air Force, and they will leave with his 
blessing.

“I respect the fact that these kids have 
high school sports and high school edu­
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“I drive by a 
middle school 
on my way to 
work every 
day and 
there’s 300 
kids out on 
the
playground. 
That’s OK, 
but playing 
22 guys on a 
120-yard field 
is unsafe?”
Jake Weingartz
Davison football coach, shown 
holding the Division 1 state 
championship trophy on Nov.
30, 2019, at Ford Field in Detroit

cation,” said Bellamy. “But this is just a 
step forward to other things that these 
things are going to accomplish.”

Bellamy isn’t excited about the possi­
bility of continuing the season in April, 
facing Romeo in the regional final with­
out those three players.

“It’s not the same football team,” he 
said. “Then let’s cut our losses and call it 
a season. I know I’m speaking for the mi­
nority when I say this because not many 
schools have kids leaving school early, 
but we play a really good Romeo football 
team that I don’t know if any of their kids 
are leaving early.

“Now all of a sudden two or three of 
our kids are leaving early. That puts us at 
a competitive disadvantage versus a 
really good football team.”

No. 3 Cass Tech is scheduled to play 
No. 1 Belleville in the regional finals and it 
will be missing six players, including the 
King twins - Kobe and Kalen - who will 
be enrolling at Penn State.

“We’re just preparing for college now, 
we’ll be out of here,” Kobe said. “It’s not 
really disappointing. We kind of expect­
ed it all year with it being canceled in the 
first place. I’m just going with the flow, 
that’s it.”

The season was originally postponed 
until the spring before Whitmer changed 
her mind and permitted the season to 
begin, three weeks late.

So the latest delay wasn’t a surprise to 
many coaches.

Cass Tech coach Thomas Wilcher said 
half of his defense will be enrolled in col­
lege when the MHSAA resumes the sea­
son, and he doesn’t know how the restart 
will go over with the players.

“In my opinion I don’t think the kids 
are going to want to play after that,” said 
Wilcher. "They’re going to be off all this 
time and then say go practice for two 
weeks and then go out and play a good 
game? I don’t think that’s going to hap­
pen. I don’t think you’ll get a good prod­
uct.”

But Wilcher may have also been talk­
ing for the minority. Most coaches would 
welcome an opportunity to play for a 
state championship.

Ithaca coach Terry Hessbrook had a 
Zoom meeting scheduled with his play­
ers Monday night and was going to tell 
them they were going to make history by 
being part of the first Ithaca team to ever 
play a game in March or April or whenev­
er the playoffs resume.

“I’m being optimistic,” he said. “We’re 
trying to sell them this is a bowl game 
like they do in college. You take four or 
five weeks off, have exams and the holi­
days. The only difference is we won’t be 
playing in a warm weather site."

Division 2 state champ Muskegon 
Mona Shores isn’t losing any players to 
college, and coach Matt Koziak is hoping 
to finish the season.

“I don’t know how that’s going to work

out,” he said. “Whatever the seniors 
want, we’ll do it. I don’t know what it will 
look like, but we’ll see.”

Belleville will lose receivers Deion 
Burks to Purdue and Darrell Johnson to 
Grand Valley State, but coach Jermain 
Crowell has other things on his mind.

“We’ll be fine, at the end of the day 
we’ve got other people who can play re­
ceiver,” he said. “But I’m paranoid. I don’t 
know if it will be that much safer. But I 
figure it will at least warmer. Maybe it 
will just be better.”

Crowell tested positive for the corona- 
virus a few weeks ago, and it still worries 
him despite being well on his way to re­
covery.

“Anybody who’s had any kind of con­
tact with it and if s affected their family 
members, they’ve got a different per­
spective,” he said. “Trust me, before I 
wanted to play the season all the way 
out. But that was before I got sick. I don’t 
want to go through that again.”

He does, however, feel better about 
finishing the season in the spring.

“Give us 10 or 12 days of practice, and 
we’ll be OK,” he said. “It would be around 
the time you would have spring ball in 
Michigan. But everything is a first with 
COVID; we’ll see how it goes.”

No. 2 Davison will be attempting to 
defend its Division 1 state title without 
all-state quarterback Brendan Sullivan, 
who reports to Northwestern on Jan. 4.

That is why Weingartz desperately 
wanted Whitmer to allow the MHSAA to 
finish the season before the new year.

“I thought the MHSAA did a great job 
putting out all the data to show her how 
safe it actually is for our high school 
kids,” he said. “Three games left. Let’s 
just finish it.”

Mick McCabe is a former longtime col­
umnist for the Detroit Free Press. Contact 
him at mick.mccabell@gmail.com. Fol­
low him on Twitter at @mickmccabel. 
His new book, "Mick McCabe’s Golden 
Yearbook: 50 Great Years of Michigan's 
Best High School Players, Teams & Mem­
ories,” can be ordered at McCabe.Picto- 
rialBook.com.

Because of you, 
we’re building up 
our communities 
together.

Madonna
Continued from Page IB

Scott Kennell for entrusting me with this 
opportunity to lead this football pro­
gram,” Haygood said in a statement. 
“I’m humbled and looking forward to in­
spiring our student-athletes to be men 
of character, motivate them to be their 
best, and support them in their academ­
ic, athletic, and life goals. Madonna Uni­
versity has a wonderful campus with 
outstanding people and a lot to offer our 
students. I’rn excited to get on the field 
this spring.”

Poos was hired as Madonna’s first 
football head coach in January 2019, and 
was initially slated to lead the team’s in­
augural season starting Aug. 29. But due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
pushed the football season, along with 
all other fall sports, to the spring July 31

Madonna is scheduled to open its 
first season of NAIA play Feb. 13 on the 
road against Missouri Baptist Univer­
sity.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@> 
hometownlife.com or248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

Over 900 non-profit organizations across our 
local communities submitted their community 
improvement ideas and together we raised over 
$3,334,663 to support them.

See grant recipients at gannettfoundation.org/act.
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Howell woman, 63, 
completes 100-mile run
Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

What possessed Connie Nunham of 
Howell to run 100 miles at the age of 63, 
despite undergoing five foot surgeries 
and having screws in her hip because of 
a stress fracture?

"I’m kind of nuts, but intensely 
driven,” she said. “I’m stubborn.”

In a year in which nearly all races are 
virtual, Nunham ran 5.25-mile loops of 
Settlers Park in Hartland in early No­
vember until she’d completed 100 miles. 
It took 40 hours to complete the dis­
tance, running day and night.

Trying to eat after hours of running 
was the most difficult part.

"You can’t put food in you,” she said. 
‘You have to take so much nutrition in. 
It was horrid. That part was horrid. I 
couldn’t walk for a day afterward. My 
feet were swollen."

"Probably 20 miles in, I got a side 
ache; it was a muscle. It plagued me 
through the whole event. At times, I was 
bent over sideways. I had to stop and do 
cat-and-cows (a yoga stretch) in front of 
the fire department. I couldn’t get rid of 
it. The waves of nausea, yeah, it wasn’t 
pretty. People were force-feeding me. ‘If 
you want to finish, eat it!’ ”

Remember, this is what she does for 
fun.
Nunham attempted a 100-miler last 

year, but dropped out after 56 miles be­
cause of an injury.

“I quit, but that dream is still there,” 
said Nunham, who began running 10 
years ago. “I’m not a quitter. I had to try 
again.”

This year she signed up to do the vir­
tual Hennepin Hundred, which typical­
ly takes place in early October in Illinois, 
because of its generous time limit. The 
race was run as a virtual race this year.

To ensure a more successful attempt 
this time around, Nunham enlisted the 
help of a coach, accomplished ultrarun­
ner Loretta Tobolske-Hom of Brighton. 
Tobolske-Hom not only came up with a 
training plan and offered tips in the 
three months leading up to the run but 
also turned Nunham’s race from a solo 
venture into a community event.

Anticipating it would take Nunham 
36 hours to complete the race, Tobolske- 
Hom put out a request on social media 
to have runners accompany her in one- 
hour blocks throughout the run. Within 
an hour, there were more volunteers on 
board than were needed for the 36 slots.
When it appeared Nunham’s run 

would take longer, Tobolske-Hom sent 
out another message for pacers to ac­
company her over the final four hours.
When Nunham finished at 1 a.m., 

about 15 people cheered for her at a 
makeshift finish line. She 
was presented with a belt 
buckle, the customary 
award for 100-mile fin­
ishers.

“It was incredible to 
see all the people come 

Nunham out,” Tobolske-Hom 
said. “People from her 

church, people from Running Lab, peo­
ple from the Hope Water running group. 
It was just a neat day. Especially during 
this pandemic, things have not always 
been fun. It was great to see the commu­
nity come together and be able to be 
outside.

“Our running community is abso­
lutely amazing. It’s just so neat to see it 
all come together. A lot of us hadn’t seen 
each other for months. Because of CO- 
VID, running groups have been can­
celed. That probably made it more spe­
cial.”
Nunham didn’t want to be in the 

spotlight but appreciated the support 
she received, in some cases from total 
strangers.

“I was in awe,” she said. “I had music 
downloaded to all my iPod shuffles, 
iPods, you name it. You know how many 
times I played that music? None. I had 
the best playlist ever. I had people, I had 
nature. No app or musician could ever 
recreate those sounds.

“At the end, I cried. All those people 
from Running Lab and other running 
communities I’m part of, friends, family, 
my church, strangers came up to me. 
They said, 'I don’t know you but, man, 
you’re awesome!’ In the midst of all 
we’re going through right now, to have 
that support and encouragement, there 
are kind, warm loving people still there.”

White Sox team to beat in AL Central

Bob Nightengale
Columnist 

USATODAY

While most of the baseball world is 
sitting back this winter, lamenting their 
financial losses, and shedding their pay­
roll, the Chicago White Sox are sending 
out a completely different message to 
their fanbase.

Their rebuild is officially over.
In a span of 12 hours, the White Sox 

traded for frontline starter Lance Lynn 
of the Texas Rangers and signed right 
fielder Adam Eaton.

Just like that, the White Sox have 
thrust themselves as the favorite to win 
their first AL Central title since 2008 
with visions of being a World Series 
contender, too, last winning it all in 
2005.

It’s hardly as if the White Sox are 
blowing up their payroll. Lynn costs just 
$8 million this season in the final year of 
his three-year, $30 million contract and 
Eaton will earn $7 million this year with 
a club option of $8.5 million or a $1 mil­
lion buyout.

If there was an open checkbook for 
the White Sox, Trevor Bauer would be 
pitching for the White Sox and George 
Springer would be in the outfield.

Yet, with every other team in the AL 
Central either rebuilding like the Detroit 
Tigers and Kansas City Royals, or cut­
ting payroll like Cleveland and the Min­
nesota Twins, even with the White Sox’s 
inexpensive moves, the division is fall­
ing right into their lap.

The White Sox are suddenly poised 
to create the same energy and excite­
ment the Cubs had on the north side of 
town.

Lynn should be the missing piece, 
becoming the No. 2 starter in the rota­
tion behind Lucas Giolito and ahead of 
Dallas Keuchel. They formulate a pow­
erful 1-2-3 punch with young starters 
Dylan Cease, Michael Kopech and Rey­
naldo Lopez filling out two of the final 
three spots in the rotation.

Lynn, who was with manager Tony 
La Russa with the St. Louis Cardinals on 
their 2011 World Series championship 
team, is the perfect fit. He’s old school. 
Forget pitch counts. He wants to pitch

deep into games and anything less than 
seven innings is considered a disap­
pointment. He has pitched 200 or more 
innings three times in his nine-year ca­
reer, and no pitcher has faced more bat­
ters or pitched more innings the last two 
years.

Lynn has been one of the most un­
derrated starters in baseball the past 
two seasons, going 22-14 with a 3.57 
ERA, striking out 10.3 batters per nine 
innings. Fangraphs ranked Lynn fifth in 
WAR [wins above replacement] since 
the 2019 season, trailing only Jacob de- 
Grom, Gerrit Cole, Shane Bieber and 
Max Scherzer.

The move cost the White Sox young 
right-handed starter Dane Dunning and 
lefty Avery Weems, their sixth-ranked 
pitching prospect, but for the chance to 
be a World Series contender, it was well 
worth it. Lynn has finished fifth and 
sixth in the AL Cy Young balloting the 
last two seasons

So just like that, the White Sox have 
three starters who finished among the 
top seven in the AL Cy Young voting last 
season with Kopech having the most 
talent of the bunch.

They still need to find a closer if they 
don’t re-sign Alex Colome, and have 
their sight set on Liam Hendriks. He 
would be an ideal fit for the White Sox, 
yielding aL79 ERA the past two seasons, 
striking out 161 batters over 110K innings.

Yet, Hendriks or not, the White Sox 
appear set now that they have their 
frontline starter and right fielder. If truth 
be told, they would have prefened to 
have Michael Brantley, the Houston As­
tros’ free agent. Yet, he didn’t fit their 
budget, leaving Eaton, who departed 
the White Sox during the 2016 winter 
meetings with ace Chris Sale when the 
White Sox began their fire sale.

Eaton, who won a World Series with 
the Nationals, could be a force atop the 
lineup. Yet, he has to stay healthy. He 
missed 236 games in his four-year ca­
reer with the Nats, staying injury-free 
only during their championship year in 
2019.

Certainly, nothing is guaranteed with 
Hot Stove moves, but in a winter that 
has kept most baseball teams frozen in 
place, the White Sox are declaring that 
the future is now.

They’re finally a real contender once 
again.

ADDITIONALLY, WE OFFER 
WALK-IN SHOWERS & 
WALK-IN TUB SOLUTIONS 
TO HELP YOU AGE IN PLACE!

___ / + * --

- P' >£<C-=b>"

EXCLUSIVE
Neighborhood Discount Rewards

EXCLUSiVE NEIGHBOR CERTIFICATE

ACT NOW - LIMITED TIME OFFER 
CALL TODAY!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE V* IN-HOME CONSULTATION 248-780-0228
PROMO NUMBER: 364

•lb ACCItCDIIIlDauiwc&& MADE IN 
THE USA

A UUIYII'*WT VI'rJJLHS

Gutter Pallooza!

<3*‘ Gutter 
Helmet

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN'
• Installs easily over new or existing gutters
• Handles more than 22" of rain per hour
• Will not fade, chalk, crack or peel
• Designed to blend in with your roof color
• Lifetime transferable warranty

SAVE 20% FREE!
„ ., ' Seamless Gutterson Gutter & Downspouts

Helmet 'AIK,'when you purchase
when using Gutter Helmet

existing gutters / atthpriCee9U ar
Min. 100 ft purchase required. Free gutter pack­
age is standard 5'' k-style gutters installed with 
hidden hangers and 2" x 3': downspouts. This 

offer is available for a limited time and 
may not be combined with other offers.

Wrong

1-

RAINBARRELS
Did you know that most rainbarrels are 
not installed correctly? Rainbarrels 
can fill up quickly in a heavy rain and 

when they overflow they can cause water 
damage to your home. That’s why we 
always install our exclusive Diverter 

System that automatically controls and 
directs water back to the downspout 

when the barrel is full!

FREE RAINBARREL!
Mfirh I-1 (n<i‘ niinbarrrl Hilh inslaihliim »i MO IWI or more of liulhr Ih'liuol. lour i/ioiri* ol color 

inslullt'd will) di\crlcr N hih1 supplies hsl.■ IV3 THINK GREEN
• Conserve fresh water for flowers
• Reduce storm water run off
• 50 gallon model• Heavy duty 3/16" thick walls
• Threaded spigot and drain plug

1
HOME IMPROVEMENT YEARS

FREE Estimates
(248) 372-9246



Winter Special 
20% off your 

Basement or Garage 
Lifetime Coating

Why Choose GatorGuard?
With GatorGuard’s proprietary coating technology 
you will save yourself hours of continued cleaning 
and money by not choosing a secondary product 
that will fail and have to be re-coated time after 

time. Our coatings are non porous, making it easier 
to clean (when you have to) resistant to cracks and 

stains-and increase light within your space.

We Move
Let us take care of the backbreaking work of moving your contents! 
Sit back and relax knowing we have you covered.

^ We Store
We place your contents in an onsite locked storage unit so you can 
rest assured your things are dry and safe.

We Floor
Watch the transformation as we liven up your space with our lifetime 
warranted coating system called GatorGuard! Then we return and 
safely place your items where we found them.

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
Starting at sK jam*, jam. *$

LIMITED TIMEOFFER 998
HEARING
SCREENING

($150 value)
EXPIRATION DATE 

12/31/2020

9Beltone

Receive a 
FREE PIE
Upon completion of 
your FREE Hearing 

Screening!”

wBeltone

IN-OFFICE
TRIAL

Newest Technology
EXPIRATION DATE 

12/31/2020

nBeltone

For nearly 80 years, Beltone has been the 
leader in personalized care and award-winning 
technology, featuring amazing sound quality.
Beltone is the best value in the industry.

HURRY! Call now to schedule 
your FREE appointment!

We support & honor most Medicare and discount plans including 
BCBSYTruHearing, Silverscript and more.

We offer award winning service, technology, and a 
FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PU\N

PALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

Plymouth • Livonia
248-907-0884

^Beltone Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 
appointments and curbside services available!

*For one hearing aid. ** Gift card value $10.00, valid at your nearest Kroger or 
Walmart location. See store for details. Beltone 2020

L0-GCQSLU23-03

HOUR "How much will 
PRICE new replacement 
QUOTE windows & doors 

cost me?"

Renewal by Andersen has a phone 
line dedicated to that question.
Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line at 734-335-8036, 
and we'll provide a quote within 48 hours 
of your call. Most other companies take weeks 
to produce their estimate. Within 48 hours, a 
Renewal by Andersen Project Manager will 
precisely measure your home's windows and 
doors, help you choose your window styles, 
colors, grilles and hardware, and then we'll 
provide a down-to-the-penny price quote 
that will be good for one full year. No hidden 
charges and no more wondering, "How much will 
new windows and doors cost?" I

Get a FREE price quote 
within 48 Hours!

Call 734-335-8036
to schedule your FREE in-home visit

Renewal by Andersen is the 
full-service replacement window 
division of Andersen Windows,
so everything we do is held to 
the same standard of excellence 
that Andersen has lived by for 
117 years. And know that we've 
adjusted our operations to serve 
you in the safest way possible.

Call before December 315t|

SAVE 20% 
SAVE 20%

(°fflii2ns7E®ais»

SAVE 20%
\22SZ3$o o o%

DOWN MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

INTEREST

1 YEAR
»i full Wrthin 12 months.

Renewal^AndersenWINDOW RKPIACCMINT
Better Way: Better Window

Make your home more secure. 
Book a Virtual or 

In-Home Appointment.

LL BUILD INSTALL WARRANTY

734-335-8036
’DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase 
and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors 
between 11/28/2020 and 12/31/2020. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired militaiy personnel. 
Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is 
paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally 
insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender 
or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and 
offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available 
upon requesL Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all 
other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2020 
Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

LO-GCK&4139203

A Great Bath for 
an Active Lifestyle
My husband and I are both 

satisfied with our new walk-in bath! 
We are both into aerobics and the 

bath is helpful. 
- Althea W.

Relax In Spa-Like Comfort and Safety At Home.
Transform your bath into a luxurious retreat in the comfort and security of home. Treat 

yourself to hydrotherapy massage jets, heated surfaces and the industry's lowest step-in.

$1000 OFF
— YOUR KOHLER WALK-IN BATH -

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED-TIME FINANCE OFFER
No Payments For 18 Months*

Call today for your FREE in-home or virtual quote!
(313)241-9116
^g| FINANCING AVAILABLE- 
Ask About Our Flexible Payment Plans
•Walk-In Bath hslaKed In as liWa as a day. Financing availaUe lo qualfied purehasets. Contact your local dealer lor financing 
details. Umitcd lime ollet. Valid through December 31,2020, at participating dealers only. Nol aradable InAltHI; Nassau 
Cty, NT; Sutloik Cty, NY; Westchester Cly, NY; and Bullaio Cty, NY. Also may not bo available in other areas. SI 000 otl 
purchase ol a Walk In Bath. Erclusive limited-time otto. No payments lor 18 monihs. Dealer sets all prices and is responsibie 
(or lull amounl ol discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised oiler. OeenSky® financing oilers available al 
participating dealers only. Applications with data entry or audit check complications may be decisioned in a period longer 
than seconds. Subject to credit approval Interest is Med during the promotional peried but all interest is waked il the 
purchase amount is paid belore the erpirabon ol the promolional period. There is no minimum monlhly payment required 
during Hie promotional period. Financing lor GreenSky® consumer loan pregrams is prodded by lederaily Insured, equal 
opportunity lender merchants. Participating landers are (ederally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® Is a 
registered trademark ot GreenSky, LLC GreenSky Servicing, LLC services die loans on behafl ol participating lenders. NMIS 
(H416362 GreenSky® rmandrig oilers available at partitipaling dealers only.



CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS^ DAYS!

ftortttfl-- nsfticitt® IJTOCVSa

HOMESOLUTIQNSl^v^KUPTB

Yaw KURTIS ««i
cosoii afl' »xpc3*d sar&caa

mafc»«iate
TK» InsatoMon la comptata 
nor. Ot* OKiaittoo oJ rw« 
doors. makfinQ and haalwara

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALLTODAYI248-450-6253 
BEB

Ml Lie H 2102222470 
12500 Merriman Rd., 
Livonia. Ml 48150

We are CDC compliant In order to best protect you and your family!

•With the purchase ol cabinet refadng. "New projects only. Carmot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer Indudos materials 
and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refadng purchase required. Does not Include demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group I 3CM Granite 

with Group A details only. Offer expires 12/31/2020.IOOOOSOTBOW3

'Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, tile, vinyl, and laminate, 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. 
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in 
all areas. Valid through 12/13/2020. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2020 Empire Today, LLC

Classifieds To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
■ Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com
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All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted
ems

all kinds of things...

Cosh S 4, Vlrridgo/oFd: Beor/sodo 
botllos'cons. Converse, Air Jordan 

shoes. Leather lockets. Signs. Sports 
cards. Autographs. Dolls. Toys. Watches. Guns. Photographs. Comic 

books. World War Items. 
(248)541-5013

Real EstateS
starting fresh...

^ OPEN ffl HOUSEIghly desirable, move In ready Canton condo. Friendly Communi­
ty. Well-cored lor one owner homo with many popular Icotures Includ­
ing llrst floor master suite (Includ­
ing garden tub), vaulted ceilings, 
lovely lover, cozy library, atlachcd 
garage, polio, ond porch, Schedule visit or come to Open House on 
12/13 noon-3 PM, Call 734-546-2358.eortation

best deal for you...
▼ ESEBS9B

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER

COL-A DRIVERS WANIW, 3 MOmS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE. EXCEUM PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS. 401k. DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND WAYNE DISPATCH, cm m586-752-4529 EXTW32

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH Network. $59.99 Tor 190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast Internet $t9.99/ma (whew 
available.) Switch & Gel a FRE $100 Visa 
Gill Card. FRE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FRE Slreming on ALL Devices. Call lodayl 
1-833-550-1015
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $4999Anonth. 
Select All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Shows/Movies On Demand. FRE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie 
channels, FRE lor 3 mos! Call 1-844-975 
3287
Eartlilink High Speed Internet As Low As 
$l4.954nonlh (tor the linsl 3 months) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and Morel Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-897-2418
Wesley Financial Group, EC Vmesham 
Cancellalion Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timoslm debt and lees cancelled In 
2019. Gel live Informational package and 
Icam how to gel rid ol your timeslwo! Free 
consultations. Over 450positive reviows, Call 
866-353-4896

Turn your dust 
into dollars by

placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

Advanced H&W- $5 (or salvage/scrap autos Free towing /days 734-223-5581

(S^fSL. l)

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER

CDL-A DRIVERS WANTED. 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT PAY. 
BENEFTTS SIGN ON BONUS, 401k DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROME) AND WAYNE DISPATCH. 
CALL m586-752-4529 EXT 1032

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH Network. $59.99 lor 190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast Internet $!9.99/lm. (where 
available) Switch & Gel a FRE $100 Wsa 
Gilt Card. FRE Voice Remote. FRE HD DVR. 
FRE Slreming on ALL Devices, Call today! 
1-833-550-1015
DIRECTV ■ Switch and Save! $4999Month 
Select All-Included Package. 155 Channels 
1000s ol ShowsiMovies On'Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Promim movie 
channels, FRE lor 3 most Call 1-844-975- 
3287
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Lotv As 
$14.95Anonlh (lor the First 3 months) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Opk Technology. Stram 
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-897-2418
Wesley Financial Group, LLC. limestm 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in limestm debt and loos cancelled in 
2019. Gel two inloimalioml packnge and 
learn how lo gel rid ol your limeshatol Free 
consultations. Over 450positive reviews. Call 
866-353-4896

We finr

can r

sell
it in q

SELL IT BUY IT FIND IT
cars | garage sales | tickets | antiques 
motorcycles | computers | boats 

sports | equipment | pets | instruments 
jeweler/ | furniture | auctions 
collectibles | jobs | appliances 

yard sales | tablets | cameras | coins

Place your classified ad todayl
Local. Easy. Fast

rp:IL 4 i



Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
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All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which arc available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publi'.ation. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Super Crossword FILMCLASSES
ACROSS

1 Store away 
6 "Out of 

Africa" 
author 
Dinesen

10 TV "angel” 
player 
Cheryl

14 Bus costs
19 Equestrian 

arena
21 Puccini song
22 Trump’s first 

wife
23 Case yet to 

be cracked
25 Rocker 

Bonnie
26 Honked
27 Major port of 

Japan
28 Ocean's 

main body
30 — Jose
33 Quality Inn 

alternative
35 April 1 gag
40 Supple
43 Tons
44 Flinch from 

fear
48 Roving sorts
53 Danish port 

city
54 Hockey’s 

Bobby
55 Internet 

automaton
56 Freshen

57 Central 
California 
city

59 What may 
develop 
between 
eHarmony 
members

63 Ballet attire
64 Minuscule
65 In the dumps
66 Reebok rival
67 Gift label
70 Carry out
75 Psychic gift
76 Other, to 

Gabriela
78 Flimflam
79 Top-secret 

govt, group
80 Not colorful
82 1980

Lennon-Ono
album

86 Second half 
of an LP

90 "It's the end 
of —"

91 Vetoes, e.g.
92 Defunct 

U.K. record 
label

94 Boxed 
stringed 
instrument

95 Part of FDR
97 Six Flags

amusement 
park in New 
Jersey

100 Capped 
body part

102 "Morning 
Joe" airer

103 Lessens
104 Specialty of 

Sophocles
110 Flub
112 It's south of 

Rwanda
113 Issues a 

ticket to, e.g.
116 Minuscule
122 Stan's old 

film partner
123 Its first part 

is “Inferno"
127 Has to have
128 Wiggly 

fishes
129 Lists one by 

one
130 Slalom 

curves
131 “Nuts!"
132 Fish snarers
133 Tasty tidbit
DOWN

1 Closed
2 Ballplayer 
Martinez

3 Lhasa —
4 Glimpse
5 Putting 
target

6 State of rage
7 Lawn base
8 BBs, bullets, 
etc.

9 Florida islets
10 Hanukkah 

menu item
11 Geometry 

calculations
12 “Cut!" caller: 

Abbr.
13 Diurnal 

hooting bird
14 Raging blaze
15 —garde
16 Give a boost
17 Be admitted
18 The father 

of lies"
20 Potential 

binge­
watching 
buys

24 Heavy sword
29 Lowly 

laborer
31 Ring legend 

Muhammad
32 El — (Pacific 

current)
34 Most sour
35 Grad's gala
36 Start all over 

on
37 Got 100 on
38 Three trios
39 Toady (to)
41 Like tossed 

dice
42 Kind of wasp
45 Part of BLT
46 MLB stat
47 Ending for 

bass or ball

71
72
73
74

Unkind 
“Dumb Dog" 
musical 
52-card sets 
Win every 
game of 
Not just 
short on 
Helmsley of 
hotels 
Invasions 
Add scent to 
Salutation 
on a June 
greeting 
card
Do penance
Liquid
oatmeal
food
While
furious
Valuable
qualities
Caribbean's
— Islands
Chuck Berry
title girl

77 —

81
83
84

85

-Ca-Dabra" 
(1974 hit) 
Popular 
fishbowl fish 
Gaunt 
quality 
Neither fish 
— fowl 
Chinese 
thinker 
Lao—

87 As a result
88 Had life
89 Tram's load
93

delighted!"
96 How much 

1990s 
music was 
released

98 Fine, rare 
violin

99 TiVo 
predecessor

101 Got ready for 
print

104 Hearty 
steak

105 Governs
106 City on the 

Rhone
107 Tour leader
108 High-speed 

Amtrak train
109 In the — of 

(amongst)
111 Derby, e.g,
114 Not odd
115 Trig ratio
117 Legal wrong
118 Sharif of 

“Lawrence of 
Arabia"

119 Allot
120 Conception
121 Certain sac
124 That vessel
125 Cashew, 

eg-
126 Ambulance 

9P-
1 2 3 4 5 ■ 6 7 8 9
19 20

23
26 27

E
24

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
22

26

67 68 6S 1 70
76 77
82 83
90
95

104 105 106 107
112
122
127
130

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

1 5 9
3 7 8

5 8 4
9 7 3

6 1 7
2 5 1

2 8 7
7 6 8

3 4 9
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

OLYMPXC EVEKTS
Can you find all the words hidden In the grid? Road backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always bo In a straight lino. Cross them off the list as you find them.

R 
N
o
T 
N 
I

H M O 
G D H 
I A S 
H B R 
R T M 
Y I A

E 
I
A 
F 
V 
G 
T
M W O

U Q 
J U 
B K 
N I 
N O 
W O 
P S

I
M H

E G 
D O 
X G 
A I 
L 
E 
N 
V 
L 
S 
T 
H

B G 
N E 
N I 
N M 
H K

N 
N 
K 
L 
E 

R W 
K D 
L E

E M N T N R R N Y N A A M
L G N L O G A C I E I M K
O E C W D Y S M H V K C M
P T I T E N N I S E I C N
G N I L T S E R W P R D 0
G A T H L E T I c S C Y U
U F R T A E K W o N D O D

L I 
O W 
A W 
K I 
E P
Y J
Y C 
B A

D D 
T R 
A U 
B H 
L L

ARCHERY
ATHLETICS
BADMINTON
BEAM
BOXING
CANOE
CYCLING
DISCUS
DIVING
ECUESTRIAN
FENCING
FIELD
GYMNASTICS
HAMMER
HIGH JUMP
HOCKEY
HURDLES
JUDO
KAYAK
LONG JUMP
MARATHON
PENTATHLON
POLE
RELAY
RINGS
ROWING
SAILING
SHOOTING
SHOT PUT
SOFTBALL
SPRINT
SWIMMING
TABLE TENNIS
TAEKWONDO
TENNIS
TRACK
TRAMPOLINE
TRIATHLON
VAULT
VOLLEYBALL
WALKING
WATER POLO
WEIGHTLIFTING
WRESTLING
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ZipRecruiter The smartest way to hire.

Get started atjobs.usatoday.com



Some business 
decisions are 
based on 
your gut.

Marketing 
shouldn’t be 
one of them.


