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Wayne taxes will skyrocket to pay pension deficit
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A decision made in 2008 has come to 
bite the City of Wayne taxpayers.

The city needs to pay $4,753,409 into 
its pension program by the fiscal year’s 
end. That’s money the city doesn’t have. 
Though officials don’t seem happy 
about it, the plan is to have property tax­

payers pick up that deficit with a 13.1399 
mill levy part of this year’s winter taxes.

“I know that, when people receive 
their tax bills, they’re going to be upset,” 
City Manager Lisa Nocerini said. 
“They’re not going to be happy. I don’t 
blame you. But the issue is that we don’t 
have the money to fill the gap.”
On behalf of the city’s pension recipi­

ents, the Municipal Employees Retire­

ment System of Michigan, or MERS, is 
suing the city to make sure people can 
collect their pensions. The judge in that 
case made the decision to put the bur­
den on property owners.

At a meeting Nov. 17, city council ap­
proved the addition of the extra tax 
funds to its current budget. However, 
the funds will go directly to MERS rather 
than the city’s fund balance.

“This is certainly the best option we 
have right now - to do this and to meet 
our pension obligation ... Pensions are 
not something we can just decide not to 
pay,” Nocerini said. “By law, they are 
protected.”
A mill equals $1 for every $1,000 of 

taxable value on a property.

See TAXES, Page 3A

EPS board 
begins search 
for interim 
superintendent

Kate Hondorp is pictured during her tenure as a teacher at Tonda Elementary School in Canton, submitted

PCCS educator battles 
long-term effects of COVID-19
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Before the latter stages of summer ar­
rived, Kate Hondorp was a whirlwind of 
productive energy.
A highly-respected Plymouth-Can- 

ton Community Schools teacher for the 
past 23 years (the first 20 at Tonda Ele­
mentary School, the last three at Pio-

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Add a face mask to the red suit and 
floppy hat for ol' Kriss Kringle this year.

Despite a world that looks incredibly 
different this holiday season, Santa 
Claus will still make himself available 
across the region to children seeking gift 
requests this year.

neer Middle School), Hondorp was a 
motivating educator, relentless prob­
lem-solver and loving caretaker for her 
family — husband Steve, and sons Ryan 
and Jack — and the hundreds of stu­
dents she taught and nurtured.

“I was especially looking forward to 
this school year because I was going to 
get a chance to teach a group of eighth- 
grade students who I had in my class as

Many of the area malls will bring 
Santa back this holiday season, though 
it will look plenty different than years 
past. Santa’s Flight Academy returns to 
Twelve Oaks Mall with a contactless op­
tion beginning Friday a little later than 
in previous years. Santa will hold court 
in his usual spot in the center of the mall 
and don a face covering when meeting 
socially-distanced with visiting boys

third-graders at Tonda,” she said, 
sighing.

Downtime was rare for Hondorp, 
who participated in five-nights-a- 
week yoga classes, walked and jogged 
regularly — joyfully finding purpose in 
every minute of every day.

"1 rarely, if ever, watched TV,” she

See EDUCATOR, Page 3A

and girls.
Kelsey Kiefer, marketing specialist 

for the mall at 27500 Novi Road in No­
vi, said it was important to find a way 
to bring Santa to the mall this year.

“When you think of Santa and you 
think of the holidays, I think a lot of 
people think of shopping and visiting a

See SANTA, Page 7A

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington is having a no good, 
very bad school year.

Zach Rich, the Farmington Public 
Schools board of education’s newly- 
elected president, said in a meeting 
Tuesday he understands it probably 
looks like the district doesn’t have its 
“act together.”

In the midst of this pandemic 
school year, during which the district 
has yet to implement any kind of in- 
person learning model, Superinten­
dent Robert Herrera resigned Nov. 16 
after alleging school board member 
Angie Smith was harassing him. That 
same night, school board President 
Pam Green and Vice President Terry 
Johnson resigned their posts effective 
the end of that week.

So on Tuesday, a four-member 
board met — Smith was absent — to 
try and start picking up the pieces.

"Whatever drama came before 
needs to be in the past,” Rich said.

In accordance with his resignation, 
Herrera will continue as superinten­
dent through Jan. 22, 2021, before be­
ing placed on work leave and continu­
ing to serve in an advisory role until 
June 30, 202L Herrera started work in 
the district in July 2019.

Rich said it would be “near impos­
sible” for the district to find a full-time 
replacement in just a few months, so 
an interim superintendent will be 
needed while Farmington holds a 
search for a long-term replacement.

The board voted unanimously to 
ask Oakland Schools Intermediate 
School District to start a candidate 
search for an interim leader. In the 
meantime, the district will also con­
sider any feasible internal options.
Wanda Cook-Robinson, superin­

tendent of Oakland Schools, said the 
county is ready and willing to help .

“I am so glad the county is ready to 
wrap their arms around us,” Treasurer 
Terri Weems said. “That brought a 
smile to my face.”

Cook-Robinson said the district 
could do one of two things: Select an 
internal candidate who would have fa­
cility with the district, or one of the ex­
perienced external candidates Oak­
land Schools provides. Cook-Robinson 
said any external candidates the coun­
ty provides will likely be retired super­
intendents.

The board will likely meet again in a 
special or committee meeting before 
its next scheduled regular meeting on 
Dec. 15 to further discuss the search.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com.

Bring a mask when visiting Santa this year
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Southeast Michigan Auto Show postponed
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Southeast Michigan Auto Show, 
which held its debut event this past Jan­
uary, will not take place this January as 
originally planned, according to a news 
release sent out by the Suburban Collec­
tion Showplace in Novi, which hosts the 
event.

“The overwhelming enthusiasm for 
continuing the event and building on 
last year’s great experience was ulti­
mately offset by the current conditions 
and needing to make sure there was an 
appropriate amount of time to plan,” 
Blair Bowman, manager of the conven­
tion center, said in the release. “We will 
be considering available options within 
the event schedule at Suburban Collec­
tion Showplace and if we are able to find 
an open date at a more appropriate time

we are very interested in hosting the 
2021 Southeast Michigan Auto Show. If 
we are unable to do so, we of course are 
very much looking forward to the 2022 
event.”

The Southeast Michigan Auto Show 
is a new car show that featured several 
makes and models of vehicles and had 
activities for the family.

The show began in January as a way 
to continue holding an auto show in 
metro Detroit in winter: the North 
American International Auto Show, 
which is typically held at TCP Center in 
downtown Detroit, was originally 
moved to the summer months before 
also being canceled this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The NAIAS is ex­
pected to return in Sept. 2021

If the Southeast Michigan Auto Show 
does find a way to be held at the Sub­
urban Collection Showplace at 46100

The Southeast Michigan Auto Show at 
the Surburban Collection Showplace 
has been postponed, courtesy of 
THE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN AUTO SHOW

Grand River, it would have plenty of 
safety protocols to help keep guests 
safe, according to the release. An in­
creased area floor plan would allow

greater social distancing with guests 
and increased sanitation during the day 
and after each day of the event.

The pandemic has essentially ceased 
much of the public activity at the con­
vention center the past several months 
due to restrictions on gatherings of peo­
ple. Part of the center served as a field 
hospital to treat COVID-19 patients in 
the spring when hospitalizations spiked 
across metro Detroit. That field hospital 
closed in June after treating 16 patients. 
The State of Michigan signed another 
contract this fall to keep the center as a 
potential field hospital through the end 
of the year, though it has not been reac­
tivated.

In addition to serving as a COVID-19 
field hospital, the convention center 
also hosted Eric Trump for a campaign 
rally supporting President Donald 
Trump’s reelection efforts in October.

History teacher hunts Bigfoot

Jim Sherman stands in the backyard of his Bloomfield Township home with a few 
Bigfoot plaster impressions he has acquired over the years. His favorite, at which 
he is pointing, is an impression of a supposed Bigfoot knuckle that was taken 
from the banks of a river in the Pacific Northwest, john heider/hometownlife.com

Guitar Center 
files for 
bankruptcy
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Guitar Center, which has a location 
in Canton, announced this past week­
end it was filing for Ch. 11 bankruptcy 
protection. Its announcement is the 
latest national brand to seek protec­
tion in a year where the COVID-19 pan­
demic has done lasting damage to the 
nation’s economy.

The filing is expected to reduce fi­
nancial obligations for the company by 
as much as $800 million.

“This is an important and positive 
step in our process to significantly re­
duce our debt and enhance our ability 
to reinvest in our business to support 
long-term growth,” said Guita Center 
CEO Ron Japinga in a news release. 
“Throughout this process, we will con­
tinue to serve our customers and deliv­
er on our mission of putting more mu­
sic in the world. Given the strong level 
of support from our lenders and credi­
tors, we expect to complete the proc­
ess before the end of this year.”

The release indicates store opera­
tions, including at the store at 39415 
Ford Road in Canton, will not be affect­
ed by the filing. A message seeking in­
formation regarding the Canton store 
was sent Monday morning.

In addition to the Canton location, 
Guitar Center operates metro Detroit 
locations in Southfield, Allen Park and 
Roseville. The store focuses on selling 
guitars, providing lessons and offering 
rentals of guitars for those looking to 
learn how to play the stringed instru­
ment. The company has about 300 
stores nationwide and nine in Michi­
gan
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By day, Jim Sherman deals in facts 
as a Birmingham Groves High School 
history teacher.

But in his free time he hunts the elu­
sive, some would say mythical, crea­
ture known as Bigfoot.

Sherman, 50, has followed this 
quest, which often takes him into the 
forests of the Upper Peninsula, for 
more than three decades. Now, he is 
taking it to the next level, with “Bigfoot 
Hunters,” a Roku video blog channel.

"If you are weird, and interested in 
looking into things that aren’t sup­
posed to be out there, other people’s 
experiences with crazy things in the 
woods that aren’t supposed to happen, 
this is where to look,” Sherman said of 
the channel which currently has five 
video compilations. "I try to apply as 
much science to the research as pos­
sible. I like to analyze the data and am 
really skeptical and will throw in ran­
dom bigfoot experiences.”

The path that led to an extraordi­
nary obsession with Sasquatch began 
when Sherman was still in fourth 
grade. He was fascinated by not only 
the idea of Bigfoot, but anything 
"scary” or supernatural — including 
ghosts, the Loch Ness monster, and 
UFOs.

“The funny thing is, it’s cool and ex­
citing when you’re young, and then 
you let it go,” Sherman said. “I stopped 
paying attention, because number one 
— I grew up and thought, T should 
probably go to college.’”
He set aside the childish fantasies, 

matured and did indeed go off to col­
lege. But not far into his higher educa­
tion, he had an experience he couldn’t 
explain while camping with his father 
in the Upper Peninsula.

Over the course of three nights, he 
heard sounds outside the tent of 
something he identified as big "biped­
al,” walking on two legs. Having grown 
up hunting, Sherman said he knew the 
sounds of critters normally found in 
the woods, and knows that deer can 
also sound bipedal, but “this was dif­
ferent."

From inside the tent, Sherman 
heard things being thrown about out­
side, and the creature even touched 
the tent. When he reached up to swat it 
away, Sherman thought he would be 
hitting a bear snout, but instead felt 
what he described as a "really big 
hand” which pressed against the side 
of the tent.

“It made a harrumph noise, and 
then it walked away,” Sherman said. “A 
bear would have run off like a freight 
train, but this walked away... I never 
looked out, I was scared to death.”

Sherman said the logical person in 
him knew it was not a bear, which 
without opposable thumbs could not 
throw objects. He reasoned that it had 
to be a person, but wondered why 
would someone mess with his tent and 
throw things?

4

The mystery continued the next 
night, getting even stranger. While 
whatever it was never approached as 
close to the tent as it did the previous 
night, it commenced to shaking trees, 
Sherman said, making “an unbelievable 
noise.” By the third night of this, Sher­
man told his Dad they had to go.

"It so freaked me out that I was un­
comfortable hunting, I couldn’t hunt 
anymore,” he said. “I was just afraid of 
the woods.”

For a dozen years after, Sherman 
avoided secluded forests where legend 
has it Bigfoot lurks. But when he was 
about 30, he decided to face his fears 
and embrace his natural curiosity. He 
did that by research—seeking others 
who had similar experiences.

He also joined the Bigfoot Field Re­
searchers Organization, which was 
founded in 1995 and whose members 
have a mission “to resolve the mystery 
surrounding the bigfoot phenomenon, 
that is, to derive conclusive documenta­
tion of the species’ existence,” which is 
done through seeking the large primates 
in forested regions. According to the 
group’s website, numerous spottings 
have occurred and are mapped in loca­
tions across North America.

Sherman has been leading expedi­
tions in search of Bigfoot (or Bigfeet, as 
he observes there is multiple in the spe­
cies) for the past decade, and is “abso­
lutely hooked.”

The expeditions feature all the tilings 
he normally enjoys—hiking, camping, 
stories around the campfire, and re­
search.

“Once you get the Bigfoot bug, it’s 
hard to get rid of it, because it is excit­
ing,” he said. “There’s so much weird­
ness out there.”

As an investigator, Sherman is a con­
tact person for others who have claimed 
Bigfoot sightings. In his conversations 
with them, he said he first must "verify 
they aren't a lunatic,” which has ended 
some conversations early, including 
those purporting to have seen unicorns.

Sherman says as a high school histo­
ry teacher, he has a “pretty good BS de­
tector” and can tell if someone is just

parroting things they saw on a televi­
sion show, one of which he has ap­
peared on himself—“Finding Bigfoot” 
on Animal Planet. He listens to them, 
putting more trust in those who, like 
himself, aren’t quite sure about what 
they experienced and have skepticism.

"The idea of a Bigfoot is awesome— 
an elusive, huge, hairy creature evading 
people for millennium,” Sherman said. 
“Will I ever find it? I don’t know. The 
idea across cultures, a wild man, is fas­
cinating."

So Sherman leads, or follows, other 
like-minded individuals into the woods, 
most often in the Upper Peninsula. He 
won’t disclose an exact location for fear 
of a stampede of tourists ruining it. Like 
a favorite fishing spot, it’s a secret, he 
says.
On these expeditions, he uses audio 

recordings and teaches others to identi­
fy common woodland noises, such as 
the sounds made by owls, martens, por­
cupines and more. He shows people 
how to cast a footprint they discover 
without tainting it.

The evidence is scant and he is frus­
trated when good video and photos 
can’t be obtained, as he hopes to one day 
capture something like the Patterson- 
Gimlin film, the famous one-minute 
footage shot in 1967 in northern Califor­
nia of what the filmmakers claim was a 
Sasquatch, or Bigfoot.

To date, his most convincing per­
sonal piece of evidence, apart from the 
experience in the tent as a child, has 
been scary growling and howling he has 
heard and could not identify to anything 
known to him, and on multiple occa­
sions in the UP, seeing “a single red eye,” 
at a height of about 7 feet, which fled 
when approached.

“It’s a dumb thing to think there is 
something that can elude all the cam­
eras, game cameras and everything, but 
look at all the witness accounts," Sher­
man said. "But it’s worth having fun... 
Honestly, it’s such a more healthy hob­
by. At this point, I could have a midlife 
crisis and grow a mullet or ride a motor­
cycle. Instead, I have this silly hobby. It’s 
like a wilderness CSI kind of thing."

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
LEGAL NOTICE 

2020 WINTER TAXES
Winter taxes are due December 1, 2020 and payable through February 16, 2021 without 
penalty. Additional information appears on the reverse side of your tax statement. Make 
checks payable to: CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH. Payments may be made via mail, 
online, or at Township Hall during regular working hours Monday-Fridny, 8:00 a m. - 4:30 p.m. 
at the Treasurer’s Office. Township offices will be closed for the holidays on December 24th, 
December 25th, December 31st, and January 1st. After hours payments may be placed in the 
24-hour white drop box located along the circular drive at Township Hall.

Mark Clinton
Plymouth Township, Treasurer

PubliHli: Novumbor 29, 2020
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COVID-19 Q&A

I tested positive, how long will I be contagious?
Krystal Nurse Lansing State Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If you test positive for COVID-19, how 
long will you be contagious?

Someone’s ability to infect others va­
ries. It’s difficult to measure because 
people experience symptoms different­
ly, and the onset of symptoms changes a 
person’s contagion level.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention breaks it down for those who 
have symptoms, and those who don’t 
have symptoms but did test positive.

If you have COVID-19 symptoms

The CDC advises that a person with a 
positive test who has symptoms can be 
around others 10 days after the symp­
toms first appeared as long as they have 
been fever-free without medication for 
24 hours and all other COVID-19 symp­
toms have improved.

“You are also contagious 48 hours be­
fore onset of symptoms ... and will re­
main contagious throughout the quar­
antine period,” said Linda Vail, Ingham 
County health officer.

COVID-19 symptoms could include 
cough, difficulty breathing or shortness 
of breath, fever, runny nose or conges­
tion, sneezing, sore throat, headache, 
muscle or body aches, fatigue, vomiting 
or nausea, diarrhea.
If you don’t have COVID-19 
symptoms but tested positive

The CDC advises that asymptomatic 
people can be around others 10 days fol­
lowing their positive test. The agency 
also advises that most health care pro­

viders will make recommendations on 
when to resume daily activities.
Should you test to prove 
you are negative?

Vail said getting a second test for a 
negative result is not necessary.

The process of someone testing until 
they no longer test positive for CO­
VID-19 could use test capacity beyond 
the limits. Vail said if people were to ex­
cessively test themselves, it would force 
the county to prioritize testing.

Kate Hondorp is pictured with her husband, Steve, sons Ryan and Jack, and 
family pet, Timber, courtesy of Genevieve devries

Educator
Continued from Page 1A

added. “I enjoyed cooking for my family 
when I returned home from school. Be­
fore I went to bed, I’d figure out what my 
lesson plans for the next day would be.”
When Hondorp’s head hit the pillow 

each night, she slept well.

Along came a nightmare

On Aug. 29 — five days after first ex­
periencing a series of unusually intense 
headaches — Hondorp’s idyllic life 
morphed into a nightmare. That was the 
day she tested positive for COVID-19; a 
seemingly mild case at the time, minus 
the troublesome breathing some vic­
tims endure, with no hospitalizations 
required.

“School was getting ready to start, so 
I figured the headaches were caused by 
stress,” she said. “I thought I could pow­
er through them like I have in the past, 
and that I’d be fine. Reflecting back now, 
though, I realize they were probably the 
start of the acute COVID stage.”

Little did Hondorp know, the virus 
had invaded her sharp-as-a-tack brain, 
leaving the 48-year-old teaching super- 
star incapable of calculating even the 
simplest of math equations and limiting 
her exercise activities to a few steps, be­
fore fatigue forced her to rest.
A return to teaching was put on hold.
“At one of my neurology appoint­

ments, the doctor asked me what 70 mi­
nus seven was,” Hondorp shared. "I 
thought to myself, 'Oh, that’s easy. Sev­
enty minus five is 65 so 70 minus seven 
is ...’ then I asked the doctor, ‘What was 
the question again?’ I couldn’t read 
more than three paragraphs at a time ... 
it was really bad.

“Physically, I’d get winded just walk­
ing down stairs. I couldn’t walk to the 
end of my block any more without hav­
ing to rest. Just a few weeks before, I 
was walking and running two miles. A 
couple of times I considered going to the 
emergency room because I honestly 
thought I was having a stroke or a heart 
attack.”

Hondorp’s physician limited their in­
teractions to virtual calls due to strict 
COVID-19 social-distancing protocols in 
place.

“That was frustrating because I 
needed her to see my heart rate, take my 
blood pressure, which would shoot up 
even when I was sitting down,” she said. 
“I even had my husband sit in on the vir­
tual meetings with me so he could tell 
the doctor I wasn’t exaggerating; I 
wasn’t making this stuff up.”

Following six weeks of enduring de­
bilitating symptoms — relentless dizzi­
ness, lightheadedness, blurred vision 
and a serious case of brain fog — a series 
of medical tests (MRIs, EKGs and a 
heart echocardiogram) proved Hon­
dorp’s post-COVID symptoms were 
neurological in nature.

“The good news was, I hadn’t had a 
stroke,” she said. “The bad news was 
that the virus had attacked my brain.

“At first, I’d think back to all the 
things I used to be able to do; then I’d try 
to set a timetable as to when I was going 
to return to normal, like, ‘Oh, I’ll be fine 
in a couple of weeks.’ But my neurologist 
explained to me that was the worst 
thing I could do because it taxes the 
brain. I have to focus on living in the mo­
ment, not looking back or ahead.”

As of mid-November, there was no 
quick-fix light at the end of Hondorp’s 
COVID-19 tunnel; only occupational and 
physical therapy sessions several times 
a week that doctors hope will retrain her 
brain so she can return to leading a nor­
mal, productive life.

Hondorp has returned to driving fol­
lowing a multi-month hiatus, but the 
length of her trips is limited.

“My life is like a rollercoaster now; I 
have good and bad days,” she revealed. 
“Last week was my husband’s 50th 
birthday, so I wanted to do something 
special for him because he’s been my 
rock through this.

“I decided to drive a few blocks to 
downtown Plymouth and stop at a few 
places to pick up some things for his 
birthday. When I got downtown, I 
couldn’t remember where I was going, 
so I had to pull into a church parking lot 
and sit there for a half hour to get my 
thoughts together.

“I miss the simple things in life: walk­
ing more than a block, driving to pick up 
my kids, going to the grocery store. I 
miss teaching incredibly. I want to get 
back in the classroom.”

Hondorp became emotional when 
discussing the support she has received 
from school colleagues, both present

and past.
“I can’t tell you how many meals 

they’ve made for my family, how many 
encouraging cards they mail us, the gift 
cards to restaurants ... it’s just over­
whelming,” she said. “It’s heartwarming 
to know there are so many kind, caring 
people out there.”

Long haul ahead

Hondorp has joined a Facebook dis­
cussion group that includes COVID 
“long-haulers” like herself — victims of 
the virus whose side effects don’t disap­
pear after two or three weeks.

“I share my story and hope it might 
help one person,” she wrote on a recent 
social media post. “One person to re­
member to wear their damn mask. One 
person to remember that we don’t really 
understand all the aspects to COVID in­
vasion. One person who might be strug­
gling in the same manner I am.”

An estimated 10% of people diag­
nosed with COVID-19 experience pro­
longed symptoms, according to the Brit­
ish Medical Journal.

Dr. Zijian Chen, director of the Mount 
Sinai Center for Post-COVID Care in 
New York City, asserts that long-hauler 
symptoms can affect a person physical­
ly and cognitively.

“You have patients with cognitive 
dysfunction, you have difficulty con­
centrating, having very bad fatigue, and 
also patients who are very [physically] 
deconditioned,” said Chen.

According to the Mount Sinai Health 
System, the majority of long-haulers it 
has treated are between 20 and 40 years 
old, and most often women with no 
known underlying health conditions.

The bottom line, Hondorp empha­
sized to doubters, is that COVID-19 is the 
real deal.

It reminds her practically every wak­
ing moment.

Taxes
Continued from Page 1A

A homeowner with a house with a 
$100,000 taxable value will see an extra 
$1,300 on their tax bill when it arrives 
Dec. L

A long time coming

The city’s pension problems date 
back to 2008.

At the council meeting Nov. 17, offi­
cials repeatedly stressed this was a 
problem they inherited, not created. 
None of the city's cunent administra­
tion was with the city in 2008.

“In early May, we’ll have a much better 
idea of what’s going to happen next 
year and if we’ll have another lawsuit 
potentially.”
Anthony Chubb Attorney, City of Wayne

“At the peak of the recession in 2008, 
the city decided to offer early retirement 
to a lot of full-time employees to reduce 
staff,” Finance Director Katie Sample 
said. "They offered them with pretty 
good multipliers, as well. Right now, 
we’re mostly part-time staff... We have 
72 full-time people and 170 retirees in 
the system.”

In other words, only 72 employees 
pay into the pension plan while 170 for­

mer employees draw out of it.
Sample added the city’s general fund 

balance has steadily fallen since 
2008, thus creating the problem it now 
faces.

“If s very tough, especially with CO­
VID and all that going on,” Sample said. 
“But, this wasn’t really a decision. MERS 
took us to court.”

Looking ahead

Next year, another levy might be con­
sidered. Officials noted property owners 
could see a large winter tax bill for three 
or four more years.

“In early May, we’ll have a much bet­
ter idea of whaf s going to happen next 
year and if we’ll have another lawsuit

potentially,” City Attorney Anthony 
Chubb said.

If a large levy should happen again, 
officials said it will again go on the win­
ter tax bills, which are generally smaller 
than the summer collection. After those 
three or four years, Sample said the city 
should have the assets needed to pay its 
pension obligation on its own.

Nocerini said the city has and will 
continue to cut costs however it can to 
take the burden off property owners as 
much as possible.

“We are going to be doing everything 
we can as is humanly possible to try and 
lower these mills as much as we can and 
try to save where we can ... There is no­
where to cut this amount of money 
from,” she said.

»

NOTICE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 

WINTER TAXES - 2020
Winter taxes are payable from December 1, 2020 and payable through February 28, 2021 
without penalty. Additional information appears on the reverse side of your tax statement. 
MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CITY OF PLYMOUTH Payments can be 
mailed, or paid at City Hall during regular working hours, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. at the Treasurefs office. Information on credit card payments is on our web page- 
www.Dlvmouthmi.gov. After hours, payments can be placed in the drop box located in the 
City Hall lobby (Church Street entrance) or in the payment drop box next to the book returns 
behind the Library.
CITY HALL WILL BE CLOSED Thursday, December 24, 2020 and Friday, December 25, 
2020 also Thursday, December 31, 2020 and Friday, January 1, 2021. During this holiday 
season, the Treasurefs office will be OPEN on Monday, December 28,2020 through Wednesday, 
December 30, 2020 for our taxpayers’ convenience.

John Scanlon
City Finance Director / Treasurer

Publiuh: November 29, 2020 endDecember 3, 2020 100000357742 30

1-800-Pack-Rat (MI-Plymouth-5514) 
46201 5 Mile Rd 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
877-774-1537
Notice of Sale

Tenant; UnitJE
Engel, Gina D05172
Hunger, Crystal D10507
Peters, Nita D54346
Seymour, Regina D56095
Tayton, Lawerence D57516

1-800-Pack-Rat (MI-Plymouth-5514), 46201 5 Mile Rd, Plymouth, MI 48170, has possessory 
lien on all of the goods stored in the units above. All these items of personal property are 
being sold pursuant to the assertion of the lien on 12/7/2020 at 10:00 AM in order to collect 
the amounts due from you. The sale will take place on wwwAccelel-atedlisting.com from 
12/7/2020 to 12/14/2020 at 6:00p.m.

Publish: November 22 & 29, 2020 i&oooojsrTu ao
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FESTIVE
frills
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Adorn your space with

Hand-decorated by artists in Poland, add interest to your tree with the 
Decorated Glass Ball ornament set. $79 for a set of four at balsamhill.com.
USA TODAY NETWORK PHOTOS

USA TODAY NETWORK

Get in the holiday spirit by decking 
the halls, mantle and dining room 
table. Throw on a jolly playlist, pop 
some cookies in the oven and 
make your home merry.

Set a serene mood with the 
battery-operated Peace Marquee 
letters. $129 at grandinroad.com.

Count down to Christmas with the 
Nordic winter LED light up Advent 
calendar. $39.99 at worldmarket.com.

The ornate snowy 
Christmas sparkling 
crystal stocking 
features metallic 
threads and beads. 
$129 at frontgate.com.

The All Is Bright cordless garland 
boasts lights with colorful bulbs and 
glittery twigs. $159 at 
grandinroad.com.

& \

Serve homemade treats on the Orli 
Hanukkah platter with blue dreidels. 
$19.95 at crateandbarrel.com.

Celebrate the festival of lights with 
this sleek Illume alloy menorah. $160 at 
wayfair.com.

Save space or decorate a confined area 
with this wall hanging Christmas tree. 
$99 at grandinroad.com.

Work-from-home items fill holiday lists
Give the gift of 
connectivity this year

Talking Tech
Jefferson Graham 
USA TODAY

Are you feeling practical?
We’re days away from Black Friday 

and intense holiday shopping time dur­
ing an era of COVID-19. Do you know 
what you'll be purchasing?

Stephen Baker, a longtime analyst 
with the NPD Group, which tracks sales 
of consumer products, says to expect a 
holiday filled with non-sexy products 
such as computer monitors, external 
mice and keyboards and routers.

“You’re not going to give a spa certif­
icate or holiday tickets to Bermuda,” 
said Baker. "Instead, we’re seeing more 
tangible gifts like a router. Give your 
family the gift of better internet connec­
tivity.”

This year, the pandemic has put a 
twist on consumer electronics sales. 
Shoppers already have pushed huge 
sales gains for products that make it 
easier to work and learn from home, 
Baker said.

Router sales: up 50%. Computer 
monitors: up 80%. Big-screen TVs: up 
35%.

Baker sees that trend continuing for 
the holiday shopping season, where the 
next generation video consoles from So­
ny and Microsoft (PlayStation 5 and 
Xbox Series X and S) are expected to be 
the hardest to get. New iPhones will be 
the biggest sellers of the holiday, along 
with Apple AirPods and other headsets, 
per Daniel Ives, an analyst with Wed- 
bush Securities.

What else is hot?

• TVs traditionally are the best sell­
ers for the holiday, as consumers opt for 
the bargain prices. Baker said to expect 
many 65-inch sets for as low as $250, 
and even larger ones to be heavily dis­
counted.

• Computer monitors. Baker said this 
is the fastest-growing category in con­
sumer electronics. “Kids want a biceer

iPhone 12 Pro Max and Mini apple HomePod Mini, apple

Streaming sticks, including Roku’s, are 
popular, roku

Expect lower prices on big-screen 
televisions, getty images

screen when they’re doing education at 
home, parents are adding second or 
third screens to their home setup for 
work. Screens are clearly much more 
important than they’ve been before.”

• Streaming sticks. With virtually ev­
ery TV being a "smart" TV with built-in 
streaming now, you could expect sales 
of the Roku and Amazon Fire TV 
streaming sticks to take a hit. But no,
i *

said Baker. They will continue to be 
among the most popular products. 
Sales are already up 40%, and for the 
past several years, Amazon traditionally 
lists the Fire TV streaming stick as one 
of its top sellers at holiday time.

What’s not hot?

• Smart speakers. Amazon tradition­
ally massively discounts the Echo 
speaker line during the holidays, but so 
far this year, Baker hasn’t seen a “huge 
jump” in sales for these products during 
COVID-19 times. That said, he expects 
Apple’s HomePod Mini, it’s first con­
sumer priced smart speaker, at $99, to 
be a big seller, fueled by Apple’s market­
ing muscle. All of Apple’s best-selling 
products, from iPhones, iPads, Macs 
and Apple Watches, have seen a boost 
from pandemic-era customers, the 
company has said.

• Smart home devices. These prod­
ucts have been heavily touted over the 
last few years, but getting smart locks 
and other automation products to work 
can take some skill. Baker says none of 
them are particularly strong sellers, ex­
cept for the video doorbell category, 
which monitors what’s going on outside 
your front door. Those products have 
seen a 30% lift this year, he said.

Meanwhile, the Black Friday of your 
memory, the one of massively discount­
ed TVs that serve as "doorbusters” to 
bring in hundreds of people will be a 
thing of the past this year.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention classified “shopping at 
crowded stores just before, on or after 
Thanksgiving" on a list of higher-risk 
activities to avoid and in guidance is­
sued ahead of the fall holidays also sug­
gest more online shopping.

Neil Saunders, managing director of 
the retail consultancy Global Data, said 
the idea of any retailer driving crowds of 
people into their stores is a “non-start­
er.”

"No retailer can run the risk of over­
crowding, and so all will be looking to 
balance the need to drive sales with the 
need to keep people safe,” Saunders 
said.

But have no fear, the lines and door­
busters will be back next year, Baker 
says.
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Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Thelma M. McIntosh
Thelma M. McIn­

tosh, (nee Forberg) 98 , 
passed away peacefully 
on November 21, 2020.
She was born on lime 
2, 1922 in Woonsocket,
Rhode Island to Roy and 
Mary(McCann) Forberg.
A long time resident of 
Detroit, Thelma attended 
the College of New Ro­
chelle in New Rochelle 
New York. She was married to tire love of her life, 
Edward W. McIntosh on October 5,1946. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Edward and 
her son Paul.
Thelma will be sadly missed by many friends and 

family. She had the rare gift of making everyone 
who crossed her path feel so special. Thelma was 
a loving sister to the late Jack Forberg and late 
Carol (Schneider) Forberg, Charles Forberg and 
Mariette (Beuglet) Forberg. Loving sister-in-law 
of the late James McIntosh (Sally), Mary LeVeque 
Kaylor (Dean) and the late, Bonnie Palmer. Mother 
of Timothy, the late Paul and Kathy (Knighton) 
McIntosh, Edward and Mary Beth (Montroy) 
McIntosh, Mary (McIntosh) Rudzinski and Paul 
Rudzinski, grandmother of John and Lauren 
(Frith) Rudzinski, Lauren (Rudzinski) Meissen 
and Brad Meissen, Kelly (McIntosh) Nicholas and 
Christopher Nicholas, Scott McIntosh and Sara 
(Schafer) McIntosh, Caroline Rudzinski, Matthew 
McIntosh, Michael McIntosh and Caitlin Dwyer, 
Jacqueline (Rudzinski) Breen and Mark Breen, 
Erin McIntosh, great grandmother of 15 great 
grand children.
Her family wishes to thank the wonderful staff 

at McCormick Assisted Living in Green Bay and 
the compassionate caregivers of AseraCare Hos­
pice. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
American Cancer Society. Due to Covid restric­
tions a Memorial mass will be held in Detroit at 
a later date.

GET COOKING WITH 
THE EMPLOYMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS!
Whether you're looking for a job in 
the food industry or another field, 
we've got the recipe for success!

• Generous portions of 
regional listings

• A blend of employers and 
employment agencies

IPICE UP YOUR CAREER - 
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!

i; y'C-m’W** Observer & Eccentric
hometownllfe.com MEDIA

A GANNETT COMPANY

1-800-579-7355 
www.hometownlife.com



AT BIRMINGHAM
a Senior Lifestyle community

“1______________ ____________________ P

FOR THEIR SAFETY
andyour confidence.

\ •

We create a safe, enriching community 
where seniors can live well, know they’re 
safe, and maintain their dignity and sense of 
purpose. In today’s changed world, you can 
rest assured:

• Everyone entering our community 
wears a face mask and is screened 
according to CDC guidelines

• Staff are screened at the beginning, 
middle and end of their shifts

• Every assisted living and memory 
care resident is monitored for 
temperature, oxygen saturation level 
and condition changes

• We work with national-level laboratories 
for staff and resident testing

• We welcome PCPs (primary care 
physicians) and medical specialists, 
as residents require, and transport 
residents to medical appointments

Farmington Hills firefighters battled a blaze in a home’s attached garage on 
Kendallwood Drive early Nov. 21. courtesy of the city of Farmington hills

Fire damages garage 
in Farmington Hills
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Some Kendallwood Drive residents 
were sleeping when they smelled smoke 
in their Farmington Hills home early 
Saturday morning, according to fire offi­
cials.

They called 911 and escaped the one- 
story home by jumping out of a bedroom 
window. No one was injured.

Firefighters from all of the city’s fire 
stations began pulling up to the blazing 
home in the 28000 block of Kendall­
wood Drive, northeast of the intersec­
tion of Farmington and Twelve Mile 
roads, at 1:25 a.m.

They found an attached garage con­
taining two vehicles ablaze. Security

camera footage indicates the firefight­
ers searched the home and placed 
flames under water within a minute, fire 
officials said.

“This is an excellent example of ag­
gressive tactics used by our firefighters 
to stop the progression of fire,” Fire 
Chief Jon Unruh said in a statement. 
“Due to the quick response, there was 
extraordinarily little damage done to the 
interior of the home.”

The fire remains under investigation 
but officials said "all indications show 
that it was accidental.”

No other information was available.
Contact reporter Susan Vela at 

svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter (jpsusan- 
vela.

Farmington Hills police arrest 
2 suspected in series of break-ins

Diligence. We follow CDC guidelines 
for masks, handwashing and social 
distancing because we’re determined 
to keep you and your loved ones safe.
Call 248-9’2'0'‘’9935 today to learn more 
and to get a copy of The Complete Guide 
to Senior Health and Wellness.

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Hills police have arrested 
a Detroit duo suspected of illegally bust­
ing into numerous businesses through­
out the region.

Romelo Dtrona Buggs, 23, and An­
drea Shanek Dawkins, 29, were ar­
raigned on felony breaking emd entering 
charges earlier this month.
He was charged with four felony 

counts of breaking and entering build­
ings and a misdemeanor charge of driv­
ing with a suspended license. She was 
charged with two felony breaking and 
entering counts.

Both are scheduled to return to court 
later this month.

Police Chief Jeff King said numerous 
other jurisdictions are now investigat-

Buggs

mg the duo for similar 
crimes in Oakland, Ma­
comb and Wayne coun­
ties.

He credited the de­
partment's midnight 
shift patrol officers and 
police detectives for the 
recent arrests. He also 
gave kudos to a directed 
patrol unit practicing 
alert observations and 
investigative techniques 
leading to the arrests.

Anyone with addition­
al information is asked to 

contact the department’s command 
desk at 248-871-2610.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometoivnlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Twitter: @susanvela.

Dawkins

All the latest local news 
at your fingertips.

Assisted Living | Memory Care 
2400 E. Lincoln | Birmingham, Ml 48009
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Santa

Children still have opportunities to visit Santa this year, but the rules will be a bit different, john heider/hometownufe.com

Continued from Page 1A

shopping center,” she said. “I think we 
obviously want to create that normalcy. 
(We’re) just having to reimagine it a little 
different this year.”

Those who typically see Santa at 
Laurel Park Place, 37700 Six Mile in Li­
vonia, will have a few options this year. 
The jolly old elf returns to Livonia begin­
ning Black Friday and will hold court 
through Christmas Eve. In addition to 
the in-person, socially-distanced visit 
in the food court available beginning 
Friday, parents can instead schedule a 
virtual visit with St. Nick. Appoint­
ments to meet with Santa online can be 
made through the Laurel Park Place 
website.

Families heading to Somerset Collec­
tion, 2800 W. Big Beaver in Troy, can 
partake in a few holiday events before 
seeing Santa at his castle from a safe 
distance. The mall will offer an experi­
ence called “Holiday Wander,” an inter­
active holiday exhibit complete with 
make-and-take crafts as well as allow­
ing guests to imagine themselves in a 
festive wonderland. Santa will meet 
with children who have a reservation at 
the mall noon to 7 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday.

All malls require reservations to meet 
with Santa beforehand.

Santa out and about

The mall isn’t the only place Santa 
can be found this holiday season prac­
ticing social distancing. He’ll make him­
self available at several community 
spots, including at least one new experi­
ence in a historic village.

Santa will visit with children from 
the porch of the Alexander Blue House 
at Livonia’s Greenmead Historical Park, 
20501 Newburgh. He’ll stop by for a few 
Saturdays in December to meet with 
children and have photos taken with 
them.

Ted Davis, the city’s superintendent 
of parks and recreation, said the hope is 
to eventually turn the historic little vil­
lage at Eight Mile and Newburgh into a 
sort of “mini Campus Martius" every 
year for the holidays. Bringing Santa 
this year is just the first step toward that 
vision to continue enhancing the park, 
which could have its own master plan in

the future.
“This year’s the first little taste of 

that,” he said. “We can start and kind of 
get this on people’s radars. We think 
they’ll be interested.”

Santa will be available 5-8 p.m. on 
Dec. 5,12,13,19 and 20 at Greenmead. 
Visits can be scheduled through the 
city’s parks and recreation website.

Novi will present Santa via drive- 
thru 5:30-9 p.m. Dec. 4 at the Civic Cen­
ter, 45175 W. 10 Mile. For $5/vehicle, vis­
itors can stop to see Santa from their 
cars and receive hot chocolate, cookies 
and a craft. Register for the experience 
at cityofnovi.org before Nov. 30.

The Santa House in Birmingham re­
turns for a new kind of experience in 
Shain Park. Families who make an ap­
pointment can visit with Santa under 
the pavilion at the park on Merrill 
Street. Santa returns Nov. 28 and ap­
pointments can be made through the 
Birmingham Shopping District’s web­
site.

Farmington Hills has replaced its 
typical Cookies with Santa event this 
year with an outdoor visit. Families can 
sign up for a time slot on either Dec. 2 or 
Dec. 5 for a visit at Heritage Park off Far­
mington Road. There, families can visit 
with Santa and enjoy a craft and camp­
fire to warm up. Sign up for the visit at 
recreg.fhgov.com.

All visits from Santa could change 
depending on the current climate sur­
rounding COVID-19.

Santa skips Maybury Farm

While most places are making some 
modifications to the typical holiday vis­
its, not every place will bring Santa 
Claus back this year. Maybury Farm, 
50165 Eight Mile in Northville Town­
ship, has opted to keep Santa at the 
North Pole this year as he prepares to 
deliver gifts.

Diana Wallace, executive director of 
the farm and the Northville Community

Foundation, said they felt the area in the 
barn where Santa typically greets fam­
ilies wasn’t large enough to have enough 
distance to keep everyone safe.

“We don’t have a lot of open floor 
space,” she said. “As much as we didn’t 
like making that decision, we didn’t 
want families to lose that close connec­
tivity with Santa at the farm.”

Also canceled at the farm is “A May­
bury Farm Country Christmas,” a holi­
day event that would have opened the 
farm up for two weekends for families to 
come visit. The recent state health de­
partment order limiting gatherings 
would have left just one weekend avail­
able, and Wallace said the board wanted 
to err on the side of caution, as well as 
not alienate those who planned on com­
ing the first weekend in December while 
the order was still in place.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometoumlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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MADE IN USA

CHILDREN'S SHOES ONLY SOLD AT GARDEN CITY LOCATIONHERSHEY’S SHOES
Hershey's Too Comfort Shoes

47750 Grand River, Novi
(West Market Square at Beck Road)

248-347-7838
Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm; Closed Sundays

LO.GCl»572fi9744

Quality, Fit, Service 
<S2 Selection

www.HersheysShoes.com

Hershey’s Shoes 
29522 Ford Rd. Garden City 

(1/2 Block West of Middlebelt)

734-422-1771
Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm; Closed Sundays
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KOHLER. Walk-In Bath

f EUl FINANCING AVAILABLE
No Payments for 18 MONTHSt

Call for your FREE quote and save today!

(§) (313) 800-7337
•WfllK-ln Bam inolallad tn as Httlo no a day Financing avallnbla lo qualified purchasora. Gonlncl your locnl donlor for flnnnolnq 
dalnllfl. UmHod fimo offoi. Valid through Novambor 30. 1020. at participating doaiara only, Not available In AK; Hi; Nassau Cty. 
NV; Suffolk Cty. NY; Wostchostar Cty. NY; and Buffalo Cty. NY. Also may not bo avmlablo In otnor arofla 50% oil -nafollntion 

with purcbflfle of KOHLER Bolay Walk-In Bath. Cannot bo combined wtih any othor odvartlsod offer.TSub/oc? to credit 
approval, Intoroot Id billed during the promotional period but ail Interact Is waived d tho porchAso amount is paid bolero tho 

expiration of the promotional period. There la no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing 
for GreenSky® conoumor loon programs Is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity londar banka. NML5 a I41G302. 
GreonSky<S> Program is n program noma for certain conoumer crodit piano oxtonded by participating fonder* to borrowers for 

the purchase of goods and/or oorvicea from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insumd. equal 
opportunity rondor banko. GreenSky® Is a roglctererd tradomork of GroonSky, LLC. GreonSky Servicing. LLC eervlcoc the loans 

on beholf of participating lenders. NMLS fi 1410302 GroanSky® financing odors available at participating deaioro onlv.
lO-GOOHflUWO

Reliable protection. 
Straight-up savings.
CALL NOW to take advantage 
of this GREAT pricing as low as

New customers only. Early termination 
fee applies. Installation starts at $99 with 36/24 month 
monitoring agreement. Upgraded packages require 
additional install fees. Touchscreen panel pictured 
requires upgraded package. See details below.

Limited-Time Offer
FREE Home Security System + 
Bonus Offers

v.;.'

+ Free Doorbell Camera
Keep watch outside your home. Available 
with upgrade to ADT Video Lite - $299 value.

+ Free Visa® Reward Card
It pays to be safe. Receive a $100 reward card 
courtesy of Protect Your Home.

CALL NOW! ►313.241.9183
DF-GT-MI-D-D2799

OR SAVE TIME AND SCHEDULE ONLINE
https://search.protectyourhome.com/GT

SlOOVUA'Bmn! Debit Cml: JIOOIlH,iw^(H«lt^r(^ienwj(lf.^rounSrK(MadCT>ttj£hBnitmtlMtlifi2lh«maidl)»W!od)HmialberSum(dwStin60dJ>lYour 
I ICO Viu'(lebil cani anM in appramileb M nteli ud o issued MetaEant1, NX, Menta fC*C |*i^l to a t<mie bera Va UiA lx No oih access or reomng pi^rawti Can be
ined r^rfwhefeVaa debit cards are accept Card vaufof up lo 6 rnofslhs; unused funds ^loffed^cflbe iabdl^'dalt Cad tenm and condbore apply. EQUIPUlKTiEosipnienlSfOTTinsafreqisT 
adiSWftes. loucbscrten orf/a,Able with upgr^ lo pce^Ti pact^ ADT6-MOHTH MONO BACT CUARWIlfc ^toney 8ad gurartee on!)'appfe after ADI lus made aaetspe to resci«
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SPORTS
WAITING GAME

Detroit Catholic Central had an “unfortunate ending” to its season, in 
which its senior-heavy squad and all other teams couldn’t play any 
postseason tournament, john heider/hometownlife.com file photos

Area hockey teams see start 
of season pushed back, 
hoping they get to finish
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Detroit Catholic Central was ready to put March behind them.
With a team of 15 seniors, the Shamrocks ended their season in limbo 

as the Michigan High School Athletic Association postponed and later 
canceled the postseason hockey tournament as the coronavirus pan­
demic began to sweep the state.

“We have a great group of returning guys from that team that certain­
ly remember that feeling, remember the unfortunate ending, just the 
way that everything played out,” head coach Brandon Kaleniecki said.

“You could see on their faces they were really, really excited to get 
back out there and put the jersey back on and play for CC again.”

Weeks prior to the start of the 2020-21 season, Kaleniecki said with 
the rising case numbers, he could see something coming down the pipe. 
He didn’t know what the rules or regulations would be or when they

See HOCKEY, Page 2B

Livonia Stevenson head coach David Mitchell said his main goals for 
his players do not change when they are not able to be on the ice.

Mercy’s Julia Bishop: “I don’t want the senior year to go by without a 
single basketball game.” john heider/hometownlife.com file photo

Area basketball teams keep 
positive attitude during 
latest pause by MHSAA
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville boys basketball does not technically have a team yet.
As the winter sports season was postponed due to a three-week 

“pause” instituted by the state in an attempt to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus, the Mustangs had not yet completed their tryouts for the 
2020-21 season.

But head coach Todd Sander’s thoughts immediately go to those that 
experienced this back in March.

Northville, which was holding a six- 
game win streak, was scheduled to 
take on Canton in the postseason dis­
trict finals before the remainder of the 
winter sports season was postponed, 
then canceled, due to the pandemic.

“I feel so bad. They continue to keep 
a good attitude. I think it’s getting a lit­
tle bit harder because everyone went 
through the two weeks of conditioning, 
so now you are getting to the most fun 
part of the season,” Sander said. “Now 
to have it halted again, if s a crazy range 
of emotions, ups and downs. You just 
kind of have to stay even-keeled.”

This is the main approach basket­
ball teams from around the area are 
taking with the latest regulations,

See BASKETBALL, Page 2B

Northville boys basketball 
coach Todd Sander.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTO

GYMNASTICS

Halle Faulkner signs with Western Michigan

Halle Faulkner signed with the 
Western Michigan gymnastics team.
COURTESY OF HALLE FAULKNER

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Growing up, Halle Faulkner could not 
stop rolling around the house. So at age 
3, with her mother not wanting her 
daughter to get hurt, placed her in gym­
nastics.

From that point forward, it was never 
"I have to go to gymnastics." It turned 
into a want, into a love.

“It was more, ‘I get to go to gymnas­
tics,’” Faulkner said. “It kept me going 
back to improve and get better and I al­
ways loved it."
When she was younger, Faulkner 

said she did not even think about col­
lege. But after she saw a teammate go 
through the recruiting process and get a 
scholarship to be a collegiate gymnast, 
Faulkner developed a new goal.

“When the college coaches actually 
came in to watch her, it showed me that

this could actually get me somewhere,” 
Faulkner said. “I could keep doing this.”

Joining Gym America in the latter 
part of 2017, Faulkner worked to achieve 
that goal, practicing five days per week 
after school and leaving the state-for 
club competitions.

That dream became a reality prior to 
the start of Faulkner’s 2020-21 club 
competition season, signing with West-

See FAULKNER, Page 3B
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NFL

Pinckney’s Sieler won’t let money change him
Bill Khan
Livingston Dally
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Zach Sieler is the last player in the 
NFL who is going to be complacent after 
finding success.

As a seventh-round draft pick who 
was a walk-on at an NCAA Division II 
program, the 2013 Pinckney High School 
graduate has had to prove himself every 
step of the way.

That doesn’t change now that he’s a 
regular in the Miami Dolphins’ lineup 
and has a degree of security with a new 
contract extension through the 2023 
season.

The Dolphins announced that Sieler 
has been re-signed for three more sea­
sons. NFL Network reported the deal is 
worth $8,041 million, with a $1 million 
signing bonus. Sieler is making 
$750,000 this season on a one-year con­
tract. )

“For me, I continue to keep working,” 
said Sieler, who plans to continue living 
in a 35-foot recreation vehicle. “I’ve 
made a couple plays. I just feel like I can

do more. I’m the type of player who got 
here focusing on what I did bad, growing 
on that and improving those areas. 
That’s the goal each week.”

The new deal provides some security 
for Sieler, a defensive lineman who was 
on a four-year rookie contract when he 

was drafted 238th overall

Sby the Ravens in 2018 af­
ter leaving Ferris State 
University one year early.

Sieler played in two 
games as a rookie and 

8 four games in 2019 with 
Sieler Baltimore before being

waived on Dec. 4, 2019. 
What could have been a low point for 

Sieler turned out to be a tremendous op­
portunity. He was picked up by the Dol­
phins immediately and took advantage 
of his brief audition with Miami, making 
eight tackles and one sack in three 
games at the end of the season.

“It was really just, ‘Hey, I’m going 
somewhere else, no one knows me down 
there, I don’t really know them,’ ” Sieler 
said. “‘Let me go play football and do 
what I can do.’ They gave me the oppor­

tunity, which I was very happy for and 
grateful for. This year they have, as well. 
I continue to grow.”

The Dolphins saw enough to sign 
Sieler to a one-year deal as an exclusive- 
rights free agent in March, but he was 
looking at being a restricted free agent 
after the season.

With a breakout 2020 season, Sieler 
has played his way into the Dolphins’ 
plans for the future.

“It feels good,” Sieler said. “It definite­
ly shows they’re going to back their guys 
and give you the opportunity to succeed, 
no matter where you come from, wheth­
er it's off waivers, high draft, whatever.”
He has played in all nine games for a 

6-3 team that has won five straight con­
tests, starting in three. He has 28 tackles 
and L5 sacks as a rotational player in Mi­
ami’s hybrid 3-4 scheme.

“I very much enjoy playing here for 
this team and in this defense,” Sieler 
said. “The coaching staff definitely 
strives to put players in positions to suc­
ceed. They help get you to those posi­
tions. If you don’t know what they’re do­
ing, if you need to work on stuff, they tell

you right away to work on it and get it 
done.

"From my rookie year, you start to un­
derstand it more. It’s one of the things 
where you don’t know what you don’t 
know until you know kind of thing.”

Sieler has earned the respect of his 
teammates.

“Sieler grinds hard every day,” Dol­
phins comerback Nik Needham told re­
porters in Miami. “You can see it out 
there on the field.”

Even though he spent much of his 
first two seasons on the Ravens’ practice 
squad, Sieler said his time in Baltimore 
was a valuable learning experience.

“The veterans they had there taught 
me how to be a pro, not only on the field, 
but off the field,” he said. “How to take 
care of yourself, how to take care of your 
body. Now that I’m playing more in my 
third year, that stuff’s definitely come 
into play. It’s definitely helped me be the 
player I am and continue to grow and be 
able to continue to play in the NFL hope­
fully.”

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan- 
nett.com.

Livonia Stevenson girls hoad coach Kareem Smartt encourages positive thinking 
and for players to get comfortable playing with a mask on, practicing through 
heavier and harder breathing to get endurance up.
BILL BRESLER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTO

Basketball
Continued from Page IB

pushing back practices at least until the 
end of the three-week period - Dec. 9 - 
while postponing the start of the regular 
season until at least Jan. 4.

‘They were so hungry’

Julia Bishop plays basketball for the 
joy of the game.

Already signed to play volleyball at 
Michigan State, the Mercy senior for­
ward knows that basketball is different 
than her primary sport due to the 
amount of contact made on the court. 
But she is not focused on how much she 
will get to play. She just wants at least 
one chance.

“If that means three games a year be­
cause of all the crazy stuff happening, 
that means three games,” Bishop said. “I 
just hope we can do all we can to just be 
able to stay safe and get on the court be­
cause I don’t want the senior year to go 
by without a single basketball game.”

Michigan High School Athletic Asso­
ciation Executive Director Mark Uyl re­
mains confident that this will happen for 
Bishop and other teams throughout the 
state. Despite the pause in schedule, he 
stressed that the MHSAA will try in all 
its power to still have three distinct and 
complete sports seasons through the 
2020-21 school year.

Along with the revised competition 
schedules, Uyl said he and the MHSAA 
Board of Directors will talk about either 
condensing the regular season sched­
ules or pushing back the state finals to 
give players a full postseason experi­
ence.

While there was increased uncertain­
ty heading into the 2020-21 winter sea­

son, Plymouth girls basketball coach 
Ryan Ballard saw increased fire from his 
players.

He said, players were at the Plymouth 
gym as early as 6 a.m., multiple days per 
week, getting shots up and working, 
making the six days of practice prior to 
the postponement.

“They were so hungry,” Ballard said. 
“They are so hungry to be together and 
to come together as a team. These first 
six days, the energy was as good as 
we’ve ever had it.”

New-look basketball

Sander said throughout the fall 
months numbers were about what they

had always been, but that kids were 
wearing masks through conditioning 
sessions and open gyms, getting used to 
what could be the future of the season..

Kareem Smartt, who takes over the 
head coaching role for the Livonia Ste­
venson girls basketball season, said the 
Spartans have made use of their three- 
court field house to be able to spread ev­
eryone out during practices.

“When you are in meetings, you have 
to be extra loud because you have a 
mask in your face and you have to talk 
though more of the drills that you do,” 
Smartt said. “We want everyone to be 
separate.”

However, the uncertainty brought 
questions from players: What will this

season look like? Will we miss this 
whole season?

Smartt was forthright with his play­
ers, telling them he knew as much as 
they did. But as teams wait for an an­
swer, he encourages positive thinking 
and for players to get comfortable play­
ing with a mask on, practicing through 
heavier and harder breathing to get en­
durance up.

To Ballard, he has already started to 
attack the “pause,” resorting to Zoom 
meetings they used through the summer 
and into the fall to improve team culture. 
He said his main message is to have his 
players put the team first, taking care of 
their business off the court and not put­
ting themselves in situations where they 
could be exposed.

Sander knows the resilience of his 
players, even though, he said, this blow 
will be hard to stomach.

But as they wait to return to the 
courts as a team, the Northville head 
coach, who said he has never been 
through anything like this before in his 
tenure with the Mustangs, said his focus 
needs to be on the kids.

“I wasn’t real fired up about wearing a 
mask or having to coach in a mask, and 
no student sections... it would be such a 
unique experience and unlike anything 
I’ve ever (experienced), an environment 
I’ve ever coached in,” Sander said. “But 
at the same time, it would be selfish for 
me to worry about that because the kids 
want it so bad, so we desperately want to 
do anything we can do to give them the 
experience to have a senior year, a senior 
sports year.

"We will do anything we have to. I feel 
we owe it to our kids.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgayla) 
hometownlife.com or248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports(3>hometownlife. com.

Hockey
Continued from Page IB

would take effect, but he knew they 
were coming.

One day prior to the official start of 
the hockey season, the day before 
Catholic Central was scheduled to open 
its slate against Hartland, those rules 
and regulations arrived.

As the state announced a three-week 
“pause” in hopes to combat the rising 
COVID-19 cases, the MHSAA postponed 
the start of the winter sports season, 
halting competitions and practices for 
winter and the remaining fall sports un­
til at least Dec. 9, with competitions not 
starting until at least Jan. 4.

Livonia Stevenson hockey head 
coach David Mitchell came into prepa­
ration for the season knowing a delay 
could be possible, but led his team on a 
day-by-day approach: not looking too 
far ahead and focusing on the task 
ahead of them.

Heading into his 13th season as the 
head coach of the Spartans, Mitchell 
said his main goals for his players do not 
change when they are not able to be on 
the ice.

“We have to continue to do the things 
that are being asked of us, to continually 
look at development from an individual 
standpoint that we have been talking 
about really since this happened back in 
spring,” Mitchell said. “Where the focus 
would be more on each individual: mak­

ing sure they need to, number one, stay 
safe and number two, to develop as an 
athlete and as a person and to grow as 
much as they could through these 
times.”

When Farmington United head coach 
Grant Newton first took the ice with his 
team for tryout Nov. 3, he was just 
thankful to be there.

After two years as an assistant coach 
on the staff, Newton, a former Farming- 
ton player, accepted the job of head 
coach, replacing former head coach 
Brad Levick.

In his first year on the job, Newton 
said there has been a learning curve. But 
due to the coronavirus, every member of 
the team, from the assistant coaches to 
the players, are learning on the fly.

“I kind of looked at it as a cool oppor­
tunity because this year, I’m really not 
the new guy,” Newton said. “Everyone is 
going through this ‘how do we adapt 
hockey to be COVID-compliant’ at the 
same time.”

Darrin Silvester, who was a former 
assistant with the Wildcats and with 
Salem, said he found the perfect oppor­
tunity to make the jump to the top job 
with Plymouth, taking over from Gerry 
Vento, but did not expect what 2020 had 
brought.

“It’s ridiculous. Let’s just be honest: 
it’s ridiculous. I’m old and I’ve been 
coaching a long time.... My life was per­
fect. Then there’s this opening, and I de-

t.

“I kind of looked at it as 
a cool opportunity 
because this year, I’m 
really not the new guy. 
Everyone is going 
through this ‘how do 
we adapt hockey to be 

COVID-compliant’ at the same time."

cided to jump in on it,” Silvester said. 
“Now I’ve become more of a medical 
manager of facilities and locker rooms 
and everything like that.”

In the weeks of practices prior to the 
halt, Newton said he saw a level of drive, 
leadership and development from his 
players that he was not sure he would 
see in the first days. Now, his primary 
goal is keeping the team connected for 
however long the pause is.

"Especially for my seniors to go into 
their final year of high school hockey, 
to have that kind of put on pause right 
before we were ever able to play a game, 
is really hard for a 17-year-old to cope 
with, especially with the time frame 
being such a question mark,” Newton 
said. “Like yes, we say three weeks now, 
but how realistic is that? We don’t 
know.”

Mitchell is confident that, with the 
leadership of the MHSAA, some sort of 
season will be played.

The Stevenson head coach, who is

also a member of the Michigan High 
School Hockey Coaches Association 
Board, said he will do whatever he can to 
support the MHSAA and possible 
changes to the season, such as a con­
solidated schedule or extending the 
playoffs.

Mitchell said his team will be ready 
when the time comes.

“We would be ready to go as soon as 
another team would want to compete 
with us,” Mitchell said. “We understand 
that this is something that we’re all in 
the same boat, and if that means play­
ing a game two or three days after we get 
going, I’m all for it.

“The message is ‘Any time, any­
where.’ Our players have to know that 
they need to do things on their own. We 
will be ready to go whenever we are al­
lowed to go.”
When the season starts, Kaleniecki 

has hopes that the Shamrocks will be 
back in USA Hockey Arena, fighting for 
what they thought they could accom­
plish back in March.

No matter when the season starts, he 
said, he just wants a chance for Catholic 
Central to finish.

“If it’s a couple weeks time, three 
weeks’ time, if it’s in a month, if it’s in 
two months, if it’s in May, we’re ready to 
go,” Kaleniecki said. "We’ll be ready to 
play.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at (S>ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports(a>hometownlife.com.
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Thrown into the fire

Grant Newton
Farmington United head coach

Any time, anywhere
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MSU BASKETBALL SEASON PREVIEW

Rocket Watts holds the keys at the point

Rocket Watts takes over as MSU’s starting point guard this season.
MIKE CARTER/USA TODAY SPORTS FILE PHOTO
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Rocket Watts didn’t want to be Michi- 
gan State’s point guard. Not at first after 
last season. He knew from watching 
Cassius Winston how taxing and selfless 
the job can be. Besides, he was bom to 
score. But he was also made to realize 
that if he’s ever going to make an ob­
scene amount of money playing this 
game he loves, it’s not likely to be as a 
6-foot-2-inch NBA shooting guard. 
Those don’t really exist.

“My dad and Coach Iz (Tom Izzo) and 
all the coaches have been talking to me 
about my height and my position in the 
league and that’s a point guard,” Watts 
said.

"It’s just a difficult position, playing 
point guard at Michigan State. But I feel 
like I’m ready for it. I’ve been watching a 
lot of film, watching a lot of Cassius.”
He’s all in now.
There is no player on this year’s MSU 

team more critical to what this squad be­
comes than Watts. No position more de­
terminative and in question than point 
guard. MSU is, after all, replacing Win­
ston. For most of the last two years, the 
Spartans’ world ran through him and he 
took care of them.

Watts isn’t MSU’s only option at the 
point. Foster Loyer is expected to play a 
larger role, allowing Watts to play off the 
ball, as well. More on that in a bit. Aaron 
Henry, too, will run the point from time 
to time, MSU’s coaches say, and facih- 
tate offense from his position on the 
wing.

But if the Spartans’ best collective 
five-man lineup is going to include its 
best five players, then Watts is going to 
be the point guard.

He should get course credit for every­
thing he’s learned about Winston’s game 
through film study.

“Just watching him being a leader, 
running everything, finding everybody 
shots. Just having confidence, talking to 
his team, leading every night,” Watts 
said of Winston. “On bad nights, he 
doesn’t get down. He just stayed in the 
game. I’ve just been watching his every 
move, his pace of the game - he doesn’t

rush anything. He finds his teammates 
and makes the right play every time.”

Watts is trying to emulate Winston’s 
decisions, his temperament, his leader­
ship and, only to the degree that Win­
ston “doesn’t rush anything,” his pace. 
But Watts has a clear understanding that 
MSU’s offense under him has to look dif­
ferent than it did with Winston. Watts is 
driving a Ferrari. Winston was the crafti­
est Nissan Sentra you’d ever seen.

“(The offense) is a lot faster. Because 
I’m faster than Cassius,” Watts said. “We 
run. Our main goal, our wings, they’ve 
got to run faster, they've got to get to the 
outlet faster. It’s going to be real interest­
ing.”

“He’s a one-man break,” said MSU as­
sociate head coach Dwayne Stephens, 
who’s running the show with Izzo side­
lined with COVID-19. “He can get the ball 
from one end to the other as fast as any­
body I’ve ever seen. Hence the nick­
name, Rocket. When he gets in the paint, 
he has that unbelievable ability to shoot 
that runner / floater. Now we’re just add­
ing the drop-offs and the kick-outs and 
then being able to make the right deci­
sion. But his speed gives us a great ad­

vantage in transition.”
Stephens compared the challenge in 

front of Watts to what Keith Appling 
went through - a prolific high school 
scorer turned point guard. Watts, 
though, is ahead of where Appling was at 
this stage, because passing comes more 
natural to him, even if it isn’t his first in­
stinct. Watts played a lot of point guard 
in high school, but the position was de­
fined differently. “Here I’ve got to get the 
other players involved,” Watts said.

“That’s the one thing that people 
don’t realize and Rocket probably 
doesn’t get enough credit for, is Rocket is 
a very good passer,” Stephens said. “You 
have to get yourself in the mind frame 
that you’re going to make your team­
mates better.”

Watts is determined to do so. He’s also 
determined to handle coaching differ­
ently. And he understands why. One of 
the more fascinating elements of this 
season will be his interactions with Izzo, 
who rides his point guards hard. Watts 
has been known to return a look that 
says, “No more.”

“I feel like wasn’t used to a person 
yelling at me,” Watts said. “So I kind of

came off a little bit wrong. I feel like at the 
1 (position), I can’t really do that because 
a lot of eyes are going to be on me and I’m 
going to be a leader of the team, so I can’t 
really show too many emotions at him. 
I’ve just got to listen and basically go on 
with the next play. There are going to be 
times we don’t see eye to eye. But that 
happens.”
MSU’s next best option at point guard 

is Loyer, who’s had a rough couple of 
years trying to live up to expectations af­
ter a dazzling high school career. Fresh­
man A. J. Hoggard, the team’s other point 
guard, is coming off an injury and still 
looks like a freshman, Stephens said.

No one in the program, including 
Watts and Stephens, seem shy about 
turning over the keys to Loyer right now.

“I think people are going to, when 
they see Foster play this year, they’ll say, 
‘OK, this is the kid that we thought was 
coming to Michigan State all along,’ ” 
Stephens said. "He’s playing with a lot 
more confidence. He’s shooting the ball 
really well. And he’s running the team.

“I think people are going to be 
shocked a little bit. I think he’s going to 
have a heckuva year.”

Loyer was never recruited for his de­
fense, however. And it is on that end of 
the floor, with Watts, alongside Joshua 
Langford and Henry, that this team has a 
chance to be special.

“Our defense is going to be a lot bet­
ter,” Watts said. “Because I feel like, (po­
sitions) 1 through 5 we can guard and 
we’re tough. It’s going very interesting.”

There is a sense among this year’s 
players that this is truly THEIR team, 
that they are no longer ancillary parts of 
the Winston and Xavier Tillman show. 
That this is their time to build a legacy. 
You can hear it in Watts. He has studied 
Winston. He’d love to have that vision 
and court sense, but not at the expense 
of the body and athletic ability he’s been 
given.

“Man, it feels different (this year),” 
Watts said. “Everybody on the team is 
good. All the guys, we’ve all come togeth­
er because Cassius and X (are gone). It’s 
going to be very exciting. You don’t know 
who’s going to come out and break out, 
because we all can play, because we’ve 
all got each other’s back. If s going to be 
an exciting year.”

Contact Graham Couch at gcouch@ 
lsj.com.

Maddie Springer received honorable 
mention all-state honors at shortstop 
as a sophomore in 2019, hitting .444 
with 41 RBI. USA TODAY NETWORK-MICHIGAN 
FILE PHOTO

SOFTBALL

Howell’s Springer signs with CMU
Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Playing college softball always 
seemed like an achievable goal for How­
ell senior Maddie Springer.

“I started playing when I was about 7,” 
she said. "I only ever played for T2, which 
is the travel team I play for. If s kind of 
common to go to college when you play 
for this organization. So, when I was 
playing 14U, I saw all of my older friends 
signing and knew I just wanted to do it.”

Springer found her college softball op­
portunity at Central Michigan Univer­
sity, signing with the Chippewas after 
also taking visits to Michigan State and 
Grand Valley State.

“As soon as I went on campus, it kind 
of took me by surprise how pretty it was,” 
Springer said. “All the coaches made me

feel really comfortable. It just felt like 
home up there.”

Springer got on the radar of CMU’s 
coaches when they were still at Daven­
port University, a Division II school in 
Grand Rapids. Davenport head coach 

McCall Salmon took over 
at CMU from 40-year 
head coach Margo Jonker 
following the 2019 season, 
bringing assistant coach 
Brittini Merchant with 
her.

Springer “The old coach had
watched me play high 

school ball my freshman year,” Springer 
said. “I actually met the new assistant 
coach at a different college’s camp. I 
didn’t know she was a Central Michigan 
coach. She went back to the head coach­
ing staff and told them about me. They 
came out to some of my tournaments.”

Springer was able to play four or five 
tournaments this summer after her high 
school season was canceled because of 
COVID-19 fears. She was looking forward 
to making another run at a state champi­
onship last spring after the Highlanders 
lost in extra innings in the state final in 
2019.

“I’m really looking forward to high 
school this year,” she said. “We’ve got a 
few returners, and the people who 
haven’t played yet are super talented. So, 
I think it’s going to be just as good a year 
this year, too.”

Springer received honorable mention 
all-state at shortstop as a sophomore, 
hitting .444 with four homers, 16 doubles 
and 41 RBI.

“They said they recruit athletes over­
all, but they see me primarily as an in­
fielder,” Springer said. “Their philosophy 
is if you hit, you play.”

Halle Faulkner, a Salem High School 
student, has been a gymnast since she
was 3. PHOTO PROVIDED BY HALLE FAULKNER

Faulkner
Continued from Page IB

em Michigan to join the gymnastics 
team.

"When they first started talking to 
me, what I noticed was all the colleges, 
they would say ‘We may have a spot for 
you’ or ‘We want you, but just not right 
now,’” Faulkner said. “Western was very 
interested in me and invested in me. So 
that really made me feel wanted.”

Faulkner said the recruiting process 
was what she expected from watching 
teammates go through it from afar: go­
ing to different college camps and con­
tacting programs she was interested in.

The college aspirations were what 
kept Faulkner dedicated to the club cir­
cuit, never choosing to participate in the 
gymnastics program at Salem High 
School.

But the club season kept Faulkner 
busy throughout high school, finishing 
her school day at 2:10 and having prac­

tice from 3 to 8:30 p.m. five days per 
week. In the competitive season, the 
Salem High School student said she 
would have to leave for out-of-state 
competitions on weekends, forcing her 
to be in constant communication with 
students and teachers in terms of what 
she missed.

The time had paid off, as Faulkner 
finished 19th at the 2019 Women’s Ju­
nior Olympic National Championships
When Western Michigan came on her 

radar at the end of her sophomore year, 
Faulkner soon knew she had met her 
match.

She said she met head coach Penny 
Jemigan and her future teammates, 
seeing how the program was set up and 
enjoying the feel of the team and the 
campus in Kalamazoo.

Faulkner said the program thought 
she would be a good fit, too.

“The coach, she said she liked my at­
titude,” Faulkner said. "I’m very positive 
in the gym, so she thought that would be 
a great asset to bring to Western.”
When Faulkner earned the offer to

join the Broncos, she said it was a “huge 
weight” off her shoulders, ending the 
recruiting process, which was some­
thing she had been thinking about for a 
while.

Even with the magnitude of the deci­
sion, Faulkner said Western Michigan 
made it easy.

“I wasn’t getting any other offers, but 
I didn’t really want anymore,” Faulkner 
said. “It just felt like the right decision.”

With her senior club competitive 
season still ahead, Faulkner is confident 
it will be one of her better ones, compet­
ing in the beams, bar, vault and floor 
events without the pressure of wonder­
ing what colleges think.

Instead, Faulkner will be back to why 
she continued with gymnastics in the 
first place: for pure love of the sport.

“I just try to do it for myself and try 
my absolute best,” she said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

rL A



4B I SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2020 I O & E MEDIA (CP)

Businesses find new niches in pandemic

Ootbox leases temporary workspace pods to corporations needing meeting spaces, ootbox

Companies discover how 
to keep revenue flowing
Tamara E. Holmes
Special to USA TODAY

While some businesses have strug­
gled to maintain their customer base 
throughout the pandemic, others iden­
tified a need and target audience be­
cause of the COVID-19 crisis.

Siblings Yasmina and Nour Bizri were 
students at College of Charleston in 
South Carolina, and their brother Aiif 
Bizri had just graduated when the pan­
demic led to the cancellation of their 
summer internships. Finding them­
selves with a lot more time on their 
hands, the siblings along with their 
mother, Tina Khouja, decided to devel­
op masks for the family to wear. The 
idea came after Nour experienced an al­
lergic reaction to a mask she had 
bought.

Initially, they donated the extra 
masks they created.

“Then people were like, ‘Hey, we 
want to pay you to make us masks for 
our whole family,’” Yasmina Bizri said. 
“That’s how the business really started.”

Using Instagram and Facebook Mar­
ketplace to publicize their designs, in­
terest spiked in the company they 
named MINO Charleston, and the fam­
ily began growing their customer base. 
Shortly after, they landed an order for 
500 masks by the United States Postal 
Service, followed by orders from com­
panies in New York, Ohio and as far as 
London. They’ve since expanded their 
product line to include lanyards and 
other clothing items so their business 
will have staying power even when the 
pandemic subsides and masks are no 
longer in high demand.

Delving into different markets

While the pandemic prompted the 
Bizri family to go into business, it pro­
vided other companies with revenue 
streams they had never dreamed of.

In January, when Robbie Friedman 
and Allison Zofan were preparing to 
launch their business ootbox, they in­
tended to lease their portable, tempor­
ary workspace pods to corporations 
running short on three- to four-person

Without tourists, Juneau Food Tours 
brings Alaska home, juneau food tours

conference rooms. By the time the Co­
lumbus, Ohio-based company launched 
in June, companies had sent their work­
ers home and Friedman and Zofan had 
to come up with a different plan.

One new market for the work pods 
was households where working parents 
conducted Zoom meetings and children 
logged onto laptops for virtual learning.

“Suddenly, every single person un­
derstood that it doesn’t matter the size 
of your home; sometimes, you need a

place outside your house,” Zofan said.
But they also found a unique custom­

er in the health care industry as doctors 
started using the ootboxes to conduct 
telehealth visits in private, away from 
the rest of their family. The ootboxes 
also proved popular with some hospi­
tals, who used them to conduct CO­
VID-19 testing and other lab services.

While the business model was bom 
out of the crisis, it has long-term appeal, 
Zofan said.

“We’ve talked to leadership at hospi­
tals and they’ve told us they feel like it’s 
going to be a long-term shift to provide 
some services outside,” she said.

Reinventing to stay alive

Some businesses saw their revenue 
streams dry up and had to invent new 
ones that catered to the new normal. 
That’s what happened to Juneau Food 
Tours in Juneau, Alaska, a company 
that made its mark providing culinary 
experiences for tourists. Had it not been 
for the pandemic “this year I would have 
seen nearly a 200% growth in sales over 
last year,” owner Midgi Moore said. “To 
say the pandemic was devastating is an

understatement.”
But Moore wasn’t ready to quit. If the 

coronavirus was keeping tourists from 
traveling to Alaska, she would bring 
Alaska to them. She launched Taste 
Alaska!, a subscription box service that 
delivers treats and other goodies unique 
to the state.

“The impact on my business has 
been significant,” Moore says. “While I 
am not going to see the gross income I 
expected from operating tours, I have 
generated a new revenue stream that 
will become a long-term business ven­
ture for me.”

After the pandemic ends, Moore ex­
pects to continue selling subscriptions 
to “anyone who loves Alaska, who loves 
food and who loves adventure.”

While entrepreneurship by its nature 
is unpredictable, 2020 has shown that 
business can turn on a dime. And while 
a crisis can make some products and 
services obsolete, it can birth the need 
for new offerings overnight.

“This pandemic has changed every 
part of daily life,” Zofan said. For busi­
nesses who are looking for a way to piv­
ot, “think about all the different angles 
of where your product can work.”
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Job^ on me
BALLOT

Key outcomes for 
workers in three states

By Julia Poliak
ZlpRecruiter.com

nNov. 3’s election, 
voters had their say on 
ballot measures in sev­
eral states that will 

affect millions of workers.
1. Florida approves a $15 
minimum wage

Voters in Florida approved

an amendment to gradually 
increase the state's minimum 
wage to $15 an hour by Sept. 30, 
2027, raising it to $10 on Sept.
30,2021, then $1 per year.

Efforts to put similar measures 
on the ballot in Ohio and Idaho 
failed to obtain enough signatures. 
But the resounding result in Flor­
ida — 60.8% in favor — will likely 
encourage supporters of mini­
mum wage increases to bring such 
measures to a vote in the future.

2. Colorado approves paid 
family leave

Voters in Colorado passed 
a ballot measure to establish a 
statewide program for paid family 
and medical leave, to be funded 
through a payroll tax on employ­
ers and employees. The measure 
will allow eligible workers to 
take 12 weeks of paid leave. An 
additional four weeks of leave 
will be allowed for pregnancy or 
childbirth-related complications.
Workers who have earned at 

least $2,500 with their employer 
and have been on the job for at 
least 180 days will be eligible for 
the job-protected paid-leave 
benefits. Businesses with fewer 
than 10 employees will be exempt 
from the employer tax premium. 
Companies will be allowed to 
opt out of the state program and 
create their own family leave 
programs instead, provided 
they meet certain criteria.
Only three states — Cali­

fornia, New Jersey and Rhode 
Island — currently require paid 
family leave. The success of 
Colorado's family leave proposi­
tion will likely encourage other 
states to pursue similar pro­
grams in future elections.
3. California approves 
Independent-contractor 
model for app-based drivers

Voters in California passed a 
ballot measure (Proposition 22) 
to exempt drivers for app-based 
transportation and delivery com­
panies from being classified as 
employees. California Assembly 
Bill s, which went into effect Jan. 1,

requires companies that hire inde­
pendent contractors to reclassify 
them as employees, with a few 
exceptions. But Nov. 3’s vote in 
favor of Prop 22 will now exempt 
companies like Uber, Lyft, Door- 
Dash, Instacart and Postmates.
The decision is a major win 

for gig economy companies and 
makes it more likely that the 
gig worker employment model 
will survive. While the mea­
sure disqualifies app-based 
gig drivers from benefits typi­
cally reserved for employees, it 
does entitle drivers to some new 
benefits, like minimum earn­
ings and vehicle insurance.
4. California rejects 
measure restoring 
affirmative action

Voters in California rejected the 
repeal of a measure that makes it 
unlawful for the state and local 
governments to discriminate 
against or grant preferential treat­
ment to people based on race, 
ethnicity, national origin or sex. 
The repeal would have cleared 
the way for the state to restore 
race- and sex-based affirma­
tive action in government agen­
cies and public universities.
Ten states in the U.S. have 

banned affirmative action 
since 1996: California, Texas, 
Washington, Florida, Michi­
gan, Nebraska, Arizona, New 
Hampshire, Oklahoma and, most 
recently, Idaho. California’s deci­
sion against affirmative action 
could make efforts to repeal such 
bans in other states less likely 
and boost efforts in other states 
to introduce similar bans.
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

1 2 3 4 5
19
23
27

31
34 35 36 37
43
51
56
63 64

ACROSS 63 “Serpico" 123 — de plume 10 Wise men 48 Part to play 100 Mean beast
1 "Everwood” actor M. — 124 Brit’s “Bye!" 11 Air pollution 49 Bullring cries 102 “Doggone!"
actor Wolf Walsh 128 Ye — 12 Reid and 50 Observe 104 Totally spoil

6 Pigs' home 65 * Jumping Shoppe Lipinski 53 R&D center 105 Century
9 Dutch brew up and down 129 Rendezvous 13 "Seinfeld" gal 54 Song for two divs.

15 — of Mexico on a bouncy 130 Really 14 Nielsen of 58 Singer Dylan 106 Dark
19 * Ship’s load stick succeed (or “Mr. Magoo" 59 Opposed to, modern film
20 Lead-in to 69 Comb buzzer what literally 15 Ghana's in dialect genre

historic 70 Native suffix appears six former name 60 Theater box 108 Breakdown
21 Durango dish 71 See 8-Down times in this 16 Dickens' — 62 Orderly of social
22 Baseball’s 73 * Pairs of puzzle) Heep 64 Floor piece norms

Hershiser consecutive 132 Old Greek 17"— tell ya!” 66 Tax org. 109 Long-term
23 * Subject to letters concert halls 18 Dental string 67 Election inmates

interpretation 75 Spying setup 133 Shahs, e.g. 24 It uses 108 analyst Silver 112 Download on
25 * Old Greek 77 Likely (to) 134 Shoot (for) cards 68 FBI guys a Kindle

squares 80 Meadow 135 Sermon text 29 In- 72 Umps' kin 113 Radner of
26 “Stretch" car 82 Birds building 136 Philosopher (single-file) 74 — Lanka comedy
27 Steak, e.g. homes Immanuel 30 Gillette razor 76 Oklahoma 114 Nash of
28 Prefix with 84 Poster pins 137 Grand home brand tribe comedy

lethal 88 Buzzing 138 Hosp. staff 31 Toon bear 77 “Moby-Dick" 115 “My heart
29 * Second home pest 139 Sea vessels 32 Canon captain skipped —"

U.S. first lady 91 Large 1940s camera 78 Flow out 117 Weaving
31 At a distance computer DOWN 34 Compound 79 Fix a flat? frames
33 Tattles 93 “Huh?” 1 Union enemy with nitrogen 81 Height: 118 Driver’s lie.
34 * Chum 94 Female kin 2 Arrived 35 '83 Keaton- Abbr. issuer
38 Give slack to 95 Artist’s base 3 “Eat — Garr film 83 Former 120 Sicilian
42 Son of Eliel 99 * Suffer a lot eaten" 36 Letter- Swedish car volcano

Saarinen 101 Dog variety (survival shaped 85 Toddler, e.g. 121 Night,
43 * Dr. Evil’s 103* She adage) girder 86 Buzzing in Nice

cat in Austin directed The 4 9-to-5er's cry 37 Easy putt$, musical toy 122 —dixit
Powers films Hurt Locker” of relief informally 87 Is in a huff (assertion

47 1801-05 107 —Sea (salt 5 Dress (up) 39 Weep loudly 89 Source of with no
veep Burr lake in Asia) 6 Flatware item 40 Sooner than, warmth on proof)

51 Beatles song 110 Coy 7 Move as if on in poetry some trains 124 Song for
on “Let It Be" 111 Revisions wheels 41 Ultimate and ships three

52 Observe 112 * Too much 8 With degree 90 Belly laugh 125 “Waterloo"
55 Song for one self-esteem 71-Across, 44 Health 92 Special FX quartet
56 Linguist 116 Beloved of boot camp supplement technology 126 Lean

Chomsky T ristan affirmative store, 96 Poppa 127 Gets mature
57 Political plot 119* Bay off 9 Run up familiarly 97 Native suffix 130 Rove
61 Knighfs Nigeria and — (defer 45 Jump 98 Unit of (about)

glove Togo’s coast payment) 46 Pig resistance 131 Flow out
15 16 17 18
22
26

171
77 78 79
88 89
94
101

112 113 114
119
128
132
136

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
4 7 5 3
8 2 1 9

2 3 7
6 9 8

1 6 4
8 4 2 1
1 5 3

8 1 2 7
6 5 3 9

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken Into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

MELLOfy YELLOW
Can you find all the words hidden In the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, oven 
diagonally. The words will always bo In a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.

B I 
M R 
P O
M 
M 
D 
S 
G 
A 
T 
P

Q M Q 
E C B 
F E V 
R I V 
H L I

D R 
W 
A 
R 
T

E 
G 
G 
H M

S L O
RON

L 
T 
E 
M T 
G O

H H 
A R 

E 
J 
P 
Y

K D 
S S

A I 
T Y 
M R

A Y 
O T

R C W B
B H

O D 
G X

U
C M D O G 

N O N O Y A R 
R A L P 
R F N D 
N E P A

A 
E 
C

R B U T 
S N O R
G E S E

U B
H E 
P L 
L E 

HUD 
F S N 
ERA 
FAS 
H C S

AMBER
BANANA
BEES
BIRD
BRASS
BUTTER
BUTTERCUPCANARY
CHAMOIS
CHEESE
CRAYONDAFFODIL
DAISY
DOG
FEVER
FLAG
FLAMES
GOLD
HAIR
HAY
LEMON
LUPIN
MAIZE
MARGARINE
MARIGOLD
MUSTARD
OCHRE
PAGES
PENCIL
PINEAPPLE
RIVER
SAFFRON
SAND
SEA
SKY
STAR
STRAW
SULPHURSWEETCORN
TOPAZ
TULIP
WASP
YARN
YOLKS

ANSWER KEY

-M01134. -/4011BW
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SELL YOUR CAR
ADOPT A PET
GET A JOB
FIND A HOUSE
BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE
GET A MASSAGE
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.
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THE BOLD LOOK^ KOHLER
• Durable Materials for Long-Lasting Beauty

• Low-Maintenance Shower Walls

• Quality You Expect From KoNer

• Accessories to Personalize Your Shower

• Safety-Focused Design Features

• Quick, Professional Installation

• Lifetime Warranty

KDt&Hl Wakfri Bath Authorized Doao-

Safety Showers

Customizable Bath Options Lifetime Rnish
Accessories

12 MONTHS 
SAME-AS-CASH!

I PLUS, ENJOY A BONUS OFFER OFcennii; LuxStoneO WALLS SYSTEM
& FREE SHOWER DOOR
"Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales 

excluded. Good al Initial presentation only. $500 off Luxslone 
wall upgrade. Free NBT Pivot door installed. Financing 

available for qualified buyers only.
SET-UP YOUR FREE DESIGN-CONSULTATION TODAYI

S 313-241-9145

Gutter Pallooza!

/V Gutter Of Helmet
NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN'

• Installs easily over new or existing gutters
• Handles more than 22" of rain per hour
• Will not fade, chalk, crack or peel
• Designed to blend in with your roof color
• Lifetime transferable warranty

SAVE 20%; FREE!
Seamless Gutterson Gutter /' 'v & Downspouts 

Helmet when you purchase
when using v' GutterHeimetexisting gutters ; at thprfceegu,ar

Min. 100 ft purchase required. Free gutter pack­
age is standard 5" k-style gutters installed with 
hidden hangers and 2" x 3’' downspouts This 

offer is available for a limited time and 
may not be combined with other offers.

Correct RAINBARRELS
Did you know that most rainbarrels are not 
installed correctly? Rainbarrels can fill 
up quickly in a heavy rain and when they 
overflow they can cause water damage to 

your home. That’s why we always install our 
exclusive Diverter System that automatically 

controls and directs water back to the 
downspout when the barrel is full!

FREE RAINBARREL! Ihri'iir I Inr minbmrl uilhiiblalblinuoi lllll 
li'i'l nr ninre ni duller llelmel. )nur rhuice ul 

ffi/nr in>lalh'i] with di\erlvr >} 'lem.
R hilt' supplies h<l.

Ill THINK GREEN
’Conserve fresh water for flowers 
■Reduce storm water run off 
• 50 gallon model 
■ Heavy duty 3/16" thick walls 
> Threaded spigot and drain plug

1
HOME IMPROVEMENT

A Michigan Family Owned 
Buslne "

YEARS
I ness Since 1989

FREE Estimates
(248) 372-9246
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More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.
help.hometownlife.com
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