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Felician convent mourns deaths of 11 sisters
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Typically, Easter Sunday is a celebra
tion of life for those of the Christian 
faith.

But this Easter was a sad one for the 
Felician Sisters in Livonia as two wom
en died who had spent much of their

lives there serving Christ.
Sister Celine Marie Lesinski and Sis

ter Mary Estelle Printz are among 11 Fel
ician sisters in Livonia to die during the 
coronavirus pandemic, though they did 
not all die from C0V1D-19.

The longstanding convent is known 
for its service. But for the women who 
live there, community is a huge part of

their lives that isn’t possible right now.
“All the sisters here in Livonia are 

devastated at the loss of so many sisters 
at one time,” said Sister Mary Cynthia 
Ann Machlik, the former communicator 
for the Livonia convent. “Sisters, how
ever, that were close in age or are friends 
are truly heartbroken.”

The convent put a no-visitor policy in

place during March. Since then, the sis
ters have abstained from communal 
Mass and any group gatherings and are 
regularly screened for COVID-19 symp
toms. Despite those precautions, the 
coronavirus has changed their lives and 
taken some of their friends.

See CONVENT, Page 3A

Farmington Hills resident Ann Zaron looks at the stump of one of many trees the city has felled in recent days as it works 
on road and curb improvements. Zaron is concerned that too many large, healthy trees are being removed from the area.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Trees felled in Farmington 
Hills as roadwork continues
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As nine residential areas in Farming- 
ton Hills see road improvements that re
quire some street-side tree removal, 
residents have mixed opinions.

“We recognize that tree removal is a 
challenging and sensitive topic,” said 
Karen Mondora, the city’s director of 
public services, in an email. “The feed

back we’ve received is very mixed. For 
every request to save a tree, we have just 
as many people who are pleased to see 
them go and get a new tree.”

In 2018, city voters passed a local 
road millage, which allows for annual 
neighborhood improvement projects 
and generates between $9 million and 
$10 million every year.

See TREES, Page 4A

“For every request to save 
a tree, we have just as 
many people who are 
pleased to see them go...”
Karen Mondora
Director of public services for Farmington Hills

Canton man 
allegedly 
attempted to kill family
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Canton Township man appears to 
have spiraled as the coronavirus pan
demic kept his family indoors, leading 
him into a deteriorating mental state 
that his wife told police she never saw 
before.
A contractor by trade, Oswald Tal

lent, 46, hadn’t worked 
all winter. A buildup of 
alcohol consumption 
and reading conspiracy 
theories about corona
virus seemed to tip him 
over the edge.

His distress escalat- Tallent 
ed March 30, according 
to police, when they were called to the 
family’s home and arrested Tallent on 
suspicions that he had assaulted his 
wife and another family member to the 
degree that one of them needed hospi
tal care.

“(He) tried to kill me with a table 
saw,” his wife told township police ar
riving at the home. She was wrapped 
in blood-soaked material and had a 
“massive laceration.”

The police report laid out a buildup 
that appears to have coincided with 
the governor’s stay-at-home orders.

Here’s what the report had to say:
The father of three and self-em

ployed mason worker had been sched
uled to start a job the week before, but 
poor weather and the pandemic halted 
that plan.

His wife told police Tallent had a 
breakdown after researching the pan
demic.

“As they were redoing a bedroom, 
he started crying and saying how they 
were all going to die from this,” the par
tially-redacted police report said. 
"(She) questioned him a little about it 
and calmed him down. (She) thought 
he was better.”

The day before the attack, he re
turned to their home with a six-pack of 
Corona brand beer, which she told po
lice “was odd because he doesn’t nor
mally drink Corona. (She) thought he 
was making fun because of the virus.”

He started drinking the beer “fairly 
fast” and was drinking the morning of 
the attack. Police were called to the 
home at 1:14 p.m.

They entered Tallent’s home to find 
a crying child on the couch wearing 
bloodied clothing. The house smelled 
of exhaust fumes, and an orange, gas- 
powered cement saw found in an office 
area had blood on it.

See MAN, Page 4A
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Garden City schools bond proposal passes
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Garden City Public Schools will see 
some major improvements in the com
ing years after voters approved a bond 
request Tuesday.

The district, which covers all of Gar
den City and a small portion of West- 
land, asked voters to approve a $50 mil
lion bond proposal for several capital 
projects, including renovations that en
hance the buddings’ security, improve 
the roofs and restore the pool at Garden 
City High School, as well as improve 
parking lots, athletic fields and technol
ogy infrastructure.

“This is truly monumental for our 
school district,” said Superintendent 
Derek Fisher. “It’ll make us much more 
competitive and give our students the 
extra support we’ve been wanting to 
bring.”

The election, conducted by mail with 
a combined Election Day precinct at
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Garden City Hall for those who did not 
return a ballot by Tuesday, saw 2,667 
“yes” votes and 1,634 “no” votes for a 
voter turnout just shy of 20%. The pro
posal was approved with 62% of the 
vote. Election results are unofficial until 
certified.

The district opted to continue with 
Tuesday’s election, despite being the 
lone decision on the ballot in Wayne 
County. South Lyon and Bloomfield 
Hills schools had proposals scheduled 
for the ballot but delayed them to Au
gust due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
The Garden City Public Schools propos
al was placed on the ballot earlier this 
year.

Fisher said the age of the buildings - 
the newest, Garden City Middle School,

was built in 1965 - called for quick ac
tion.

Other districts, Fisher said, have 
newer infrastructure or a higher per-pu- 
pil allowance, which may give them 
more time if they should seek improve
ments. He said it was important Garden 
City Public Schools moves forward.

“We have an aging infrastructure,” he 
said. “For us, it comes down to if we had 
a roof fail ... those capital projects are 
coming right out of our general fund.”

With the approval, taxes across the 
district are expected to increase by 1.65 
mills beginning later this year. This av
erages out to about $66 per year per 
home, Fisher said.

Fisher said the next step is to begin 
working with a construction manage

ment team to get some projects out to 
bid. Work is expected to take several 
years to complete, he said.

Fisher said he is grateful to the city 
staff that ran the election during the 
pandemic, and is thankful also to the 
voters who did the research and made 
the choice to approve the bond.

He said the issue took more than a 
year to research before Tuesday’s vote 
and said he believes it’s the right move 
for the district.

“We did it the right way. We worked in 
good faith with a number of stakeholder 
groups and listened to their feedback,” 
he said. “The evidence of that speaks for 
itself tonight.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenakGPhometownlife. com.

Robert Hartbarger casts his vote regarding a school bond proposal Tuesday at City Hall in Garden City.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

WESTLAND: FILL IT OUT 
TO MAKE THE FUTURE COUNT

/ Are You Ready: By now you should have received 
your U.S. Census Bureau invitation. For the first 
time in history you can complete the Census online.

/ More Than Just a Survey: It’s an opportunity for 
you to create a better future for you, your children 
and grandchildren. Without you taking the census, 
Westland will lose out on funding for healthcare, 
housing, roads, education, and job opportunities.

/ Do You Have Ten Minute: The form has only 
ten questions and takes a bout ten minutes to 
complete.

/ Be Counted: The Census counts ALL people who 
reside in the United States, regardless of citizenship 
or immigration status. Everyone in Westland counts.

/ It’s Safe & Private: Under current census laws, 
your responses are kept confidential and can only 
be used by the government to produce statistics.

/ Dollars for Wasteland Services: a complete count 
is vital to our City, as Census numbers determine 
how more than $675 billion federal dollars get 
spent.

/ Don’t be Left Out: If you do not respond to the 
online invitation, a paper form will be mailed with 
options to respond by filling out a form or by phone.

/ We Will Find You: If you still do not respond, we 
will need to send a Census Bureau interviewer to 
your home to collect your answers in person.

"The stakes for Westland are high in the 2020 Census. 
With billions of dollars in federal funding up for grabs I am 
committed to making sure every resident is counted. ”

- Mayor William R. Wild

Westland’s future is counting on you! 
www.cityofwestland.com/open-gov/westland-counts

I--UltHIpAS-BE COUNTEDI-- •.N'it,,,,,-- 1 KB
WESTLAND CPUNTK

^United ItatojsCensus2020

Memorial 
Day 

Plants!
Huge Selection 

Herbs
Vegetables 
& Plants

All Multi pack 
Annuals

Vinca Vines, 
Spikes, 8f Ivy

Each



n

Farmington to open farmers market with restrictions
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Farmington Farmers Market has announced it 
will open its 27th year of operation May 16.

“We had to take a step back and first ask ourselves, 
‘What’s the importance of doing this?’ ” said Walt Ga- 
jewski, farmers market manager. “It holds true to our 
mission, which is that we are here to provide direct ac
cess to fresh, locally-grown produce.”

However, Gajewski said this year’s farmers market 
will look different. To adhere to the guidelines set by 
the state for essential businesses, Farmington will 
have a much smaller market, focusing on full uncut 
produce and prepackaged prepared foods. The market 
will limit the number of customers and require them to 
wear masks when shopping, while vendors and volun
teers must wear masks and gloves.

Gajewski said there will be no food consumption or 
sampling of foods on site.

“It’s all about providing good, nutritious food for the

Other farmers markets
The Northville Farmers Market will open May 14 from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will continue each Thursday until 
Oct. 29. Vendors are limited to growers and food ven
dors only, and will be open to only senior citizens and 
their guests each week from 8-9 a.m.
The Plymouth Community Farmers Market will open 
May 16 from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each Saturday until 
Oct. 24, adhering to social distancing guidelines.
The Birmingham Farmers Market is open each 
Sunday for vehicles only.
The Milford Farmers Market is postponed until 
June 4; the South Lyon Farmers Market until June 6; 
and the Canton Farmers Market until further notice.

benefit of the community in a safe operating environ
ment that preserves the public trust by maintaining 
the public welfare,” Gajewski said.

Farmington is rolling out pre-order and prepay sys
tems, directing customers to order from farmers and 
vendors on its website for pickup at the market.

Gajewski said the farmers’ well-being became a pri
ority when discussing whether the farmers market 
would open. But to Mayor Sara Bowman, the decision 
was made to support farmers as they had been sup
porting Farmington for the past 27 years.

“Even as hard as it is today, we need to find a way to 
reach out and see how we can help them,” Gajewski 
said Bowman told him.

Gajewski said he hopes that the opening of the 
farmers market will make people smile and give them a 
sense of place in the middle of the pandemic.

“It is going to be different, but life as we know it is 
different today,” Gajewski said. “But still, the fact that 
the farmers market is going to raise its flag out there for 
the community, I think it’s going to give people a sense 
of relief.”

For more information on the operating environment 
and restrictions, visit farmingtonfarmersmarket.com.

Convent
Continued from Page 1A

“The biggest change is 
the loss of the communal 
life that is at the heart of 
the Felician charism. We 
naturally gather five 
times a day - in the morn
ing for prayer and Mass, 
in the evening for prayer 
and rosary, and three 
times for meals,” said Sis
ter Mary Christopher 
Moore. “So we dine at the 
table of the Lord, and we 
share all our meals to
gether. It may have been 
that aspect of our lives 
that may have made us 
more susceptible when 
the virus struck.”

As Felician nuns, the 
women dedicated their 
lives to service and the 
church. Here’s what each 
of them did during their 
time in the convent and 
how they’ll be remem
bered by friends.

A woman of prayer: 
Sister Mary Luiza 
Wawrzyniak

Wawrzyniak died at 
age 99 on April 10. A Fel
ician for 
80 years 
who 
joined 
right af
ter high 
school, 
she was 
known 
for serving others 
through prayer.

According to her obit
uary, “She work(ed) in the 
laundry and hobby shop, 
packed bread for the poor 
and was a prayer minis
ter. Confined to a wheel
chair, Sister was self-suf
ficient for many years and 
daily she could be found 
in the main chapel saying 
the Stations of the Cross. 
The moments of prayer 
before the Blessed Sacra
ment remained the 
source for her valiant dis
position and faithful
ness.”

During her life of ser
vice, Wawrzyniak was 
also a teacher, laundry 
helper and was a “sun
shine person” for the a 
convent, meaning she 
helped uplift the women 
in the infirmary.

A teacher: Sister 
Celine Marie Lesinski

Lesinski was one of Li
vonia’s two sisters to die 
on East
er Sun
day,
April 12.
She was 
92 years 
old. The 
Detroit 
native
was with the Felicians for 
71 years.

“A teacher, organist, li
brarian and director of 
volunteers at Angela 
Hospice Home Care, Sis
ter Celine Marie led a very 
active life,” her obituary 
reads. “Teaching, howev
er, was her predominant

ministry.”
Lesinski was a teacher 

for 55 years and worked 
as a librarian for 27 years. 
In retirement, she served 
as a prayer minister in Li
vonia, where she lived 
from 2005 until her 
death.

A principal: Sister 
Mary Estelle Printz

Printz died Easter Sun
day, April 12, at age 95. 
The De
troiter 
was
part of 
the Feli
cian 
congre
gation 
for 73 
years and wore a number 
of hats throughout her 
life. Before joining the 
Felicians, she spent time 
working for Chrysler in its 
contracts department.

According to her obit
uary, “She began her ca
reer as an elementary 
teacher, then moved to 
teaching high school 
business education and 
served as a principal for
14 years. Sister was also 
supervisor of the busi
ness office at St. Mary 
Hospital and assisted at 
two General Chapters 
with typing and other du
ties.”

In her post-education 
life, Printz became a local 
minister for three years 
before retiring in 2016.

An advocate: Sister 
Thomas Marie 
Wadowski

Wadowski died April
15 at age 73. Hailing from 
Detroit, 
she was 
a Feli
cian 
Sister 
for 54 
years.
As an 
elemen
tary teacher, she was 
known to have a special 
way with kids.

“A highlight of her 
teaching ministry was a 
project with the second- 
grade children of St. Da
mian School, Westland, 
to act out a commercial 
written for CampbeO’s 
Cream of Mushroom 
Soup,” her obituary reads. 
“The commercial took the 
grand prize in the Cam
den, N.J., soup maker’s 
‘Bring the Campbell Kids 
to Life’ contest. The script 
won out over 85 entries 
from second graders 
across the country.”

After retiring in 1999 
because of health compli

cations related to multi
ple sclerosis, Wadowski 
served as a library aide at 
Madonna University. Lat
er in life, she was known 
by her sisters as someone 
who would advocate for 
the needs of others and 
comfort those nearing the 
end of their lives.

A minister: Sister 
Mary Patricia 
Pyszynska

After 75 years as part 
of the Felician Congrega
tion,
Pyszyn
ska 
died 
April 17 
at age 
93. In a 
60-year 
educa
tion career, she eventual
ly became a religion 
teacher.

“She served as an ele
mentary and middle 
school teacher in 13 
schools throughout the 
state of Michigan,” her 
obituary reads. “On a 
journey that spanned 60 
years in the ministry of 
education, 31 years were 
in teaching and 29 as di
rector of religious educa
tion.”

After coming to Livo
nia in 2007, Pyszynska 
continued to work in pas
toral ministry until her 
retirement in 201L

A lifelong Felician: 
Sister Mary Clarence 
Borkoski

Borkoski was taught 
by the Felician Sisters 
throughout her elemen
tary 
school
years a '**1118
and II, _r: J
pursued l|i >

Catholic 
educa
tion in 
high school. Shortly after 
graduating, she joined 
the Felicians. She died 
April 20 at age 83 after 
being with the Felicians 
for
64 years.

Vocationally, she was a 
teacher for 48 years, from 
which she retired in 
2008. But she kept her 
love for children and 
served them for the re
mainder of her life.

According to her obit
uary, “In her semi-retired 
years, Sister Mary Clar
ence still sought minis
tries that would find her 
working with children, 
especially those in ‘at- 
risk’ areas. She also as
sisted with the Felician

Due to the holiday, 
our office hours and 
obituary placement 
times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237

detroitobits@gannett.com 
for further details.'■'"IPT

Associate program, and 
assumed the role of assis
tant director, which she 
held until leaving for the 
care center in Michigan in 
2018. There, she assisted 
with the Montessori Cen
ter, listening to the chil
dren read and joining in 
school activities and eve
ning programs.”

A journalist: Sister 
Rose Mary Wolak

A Detroit native, Wo
lak died April 21 at age 86. 
She had 
been a 
Felician 
for 64 
years.

After 
earning 
a degree 
study
ing English, teaching and 
journalism, Wolak spent 
much her life being a 
teacher and supervising 
yearbook classes. She re
tired from teaching in 
2006.

Wolak also spent time 
in Rome. According to her 
obituary, “Sister Rose 
Mary was assigned to the 
Felician Generalate in 
Rome twice, from 1989 to 
1993 and 1999 to 2003 for 
a total of eight years and 
worked as secretary in 
the English section of the 
Vatican Secretariat of 
State.”

A storyteller: Sister 
Mary Janice 
Zolkowski

At age 86, Zolkowski 
died April 22. She had 
been a 
Felician 
Sister 
for 68 
years.
Aside 
from 
teach
ing stu
dents to tell stories, she 
herself was a writer.

“In 1976 Sister was 
commissioned to write a 
book: ‘Felician Sisters of 
Livonia, Michigan: First 
Province in America,’ ” 
her obituary reads. “Dur
ing this time Sister Janice 
also served as adminis
trative assistant to the 
president of St. Mary’s 
College, Orchard Lake 
frohi 1978 to 1982. The 
lengthy book of 586 
pages embraced over four 
years of intensive re
search and was complet
ed in 1984.”

Throughout her life, 
Zolkowski was also an ar
chivist and published 
work in the Livonia Ob
server, Catholic Educator 
and a special edition of

Wyanie Specjalne, a Pol
ish publication.

An administrator: 
Sister Mary Alice Ann 
Gradowski

Gradowski died April 
25 at age 73 after being in 
the Feli
cian 
congre
gation 
for 55 
years.
The Bay 
City na
tive’s
lengthy career in educa
tion included a variety of 
administrative roles. She 
was known as a teacher, 
principal, councilor and 
minister.

“As principal, Sister 
was involved in many ex
tracurricular activities: 
Eucharistic Minister, par
ish council, teaching in 
the R.C.I.A. program, 
conducting Share-the- 
Word discussion groups 
and participating in 
week-end renewals,” her 
obituary reads. “Atten
dance at basketball and 
soccer games, school 
dances and parish raffles 
were also an important 
part of her life as princi
pal.”

A nurse: Sister 
Victoria Marie Indyk

Indyk is the youngest 
Livonia Felician Sister to 
die dur
ing the 
corona- 
virus 
pan
demic.
She 
died 
April 26 
at age 69 after having 
been in the congregation 
for 50 years. She hadn’t 
yet retired.

According to her obit
uary, “Sr. Victoria Marie 
served as a nurse at St.

Mary Hospital in Livonia 
and St. Francis Home for 
the Aged in Saginaw and 
as director of nursing at 
the convent infirmary in 
Livonia, returning to 
nursing at St. Mary Hos
pital, then serve as nurs
ing administrator at St. 
Joseph Convent/Angela 
Hall, prior to joining the 
nursing faculty at Ma
donna University in 1997. 
She served as a professor 
in the nursing depart
ment at Madonna Uni
versity until her death.”

In line with nursing, 
Indyk was an “ardent” 
supporter of the Feli
cians’ work in Haiti. She 
led mission trips there 
with nursing students to 
serve people.

A friend to 
immigrants: Sister 
Mary Martinez Rozek

On April 28, Rozek 
died at age 87. At that 
time, she had been a Fel
ician for 
70
years.
Though 
she was 
born in 
Chi
cago,
Rozek
spent her life serving 
people in Michigan.

As a foreign language 
teacher for most of her 
career, she spent time in 
retirement teaching Eng
lish to immigrants from 
Spanish-speaking coun
tries.

According to her obit
uary, “In her later years 
she taught Spanish and 
English as a Second Lan
guage at South Bend, In
diana, and continued 
with Hispanic ministry in 
Pontiac and Clinton 
Township, teaching Eng
lish skills to Hispanic im
migrants after returning 
to the convent in Livonia 
in 2007.”

CHECK US OUT ONLINE 
ATHOMETOWNLIFE.COM.
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PUBLIC BUDGET HEARINGS WILL BE HELD FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIES:

Acheive- meet.google.com/ghn-kbhg-fdk or by Phone:615-274-1859, PIN:206967999#- 
May 14, 4:30pm
South Pointe- meet.google.com/ahy-bkw-ife or by Phone: 216-930-8976 PIN: 413995850#- 
May 14, 5pm
Plymouth Scholars- meet.google.com/iyo-keqy-nna or by Phone: 413-438-3890 
PIN:612100755#-May 18, 6:30pm
A copy of the Budgets for the listed Public School Academies will be available on the 
transparency reporting page of the school’s website.
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Man
Continued from Page 1A

Police say home security videos 
show Tallent chasing one of his children 
down a driveway. One of the children 
told police they had never seen their dad 
that mad before. The oldest ran to a 
neighbor's for help. Neighbors called 911 

Police soon found Tallent running

through a field. Eventually, he tripped 
and fell, allowing police to pin him to the 
ground. They took a box cutter from his 
pants pocket.

Tallent’s wife and one of the children 
were transported to the hospital.

After the wife underwent surgery, 
she told police her husband had never 
laid a hand on her or the kids before.

Tallent faces four felony charges: 
torture, child abuse, assault with intent 
to do great bodily harm and assault with

intent to murder. His next district court 
appearance is scheduled for summer.

Tallent and his family apparently 
moved to Stonebrook Drive about a year 
ago.

“He is probably the hardest manual 
labor working person I’ve ever seen,” a 
neighbor told police. “He was always 
working outside on their driveway and 
walkway.

“He was working on their own house 
to show his future clients what he can

do, like an example.
“He built all of the cement porches 

and sidewalks at the house. He dug out 
the backyard and said he was going to 
build a pool back there for the kids but 
hadn’t gotten that far.”

After his arrest, Tallent was treated 
for a “small laceration on top of his 
head.”

He was discharged from the hospital 
and taken to Canton Township’s police 
headquarters.

Trees

Farmington Hills resident Ann Zaron says most of the trees along Tuck Street, where she lives, are marked for removal.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Continued from Page 1A

This year, the affected roads will get 
new stone bases, curbs and concrete. 
The city expects this year’s $13.5 million 
in repairs to be good for 25 years.

But even with the improvements, it’s 
emotional for some residents to see 
their decades-old trees coming down.

“I understand that they’re putting in 
new roads and I understand that some 
of the trees have to come down,” said 
Ann Zaron, who lives on Tuck Road in 
one of the affected neighborhoods. “I do 
understand that and I respect the peo
ple who want their trees down.

“But when I saw those pink dots, I 
started crying.”

Zaron said she moved to the neigh
borhood in part because of the old, mas
sive trees lining the streets that almost 
form a tunnel. She has five in her back
yard.

“I can’t even imagine losing the trees 
that I have in my backyard,” Zaron said. 
“One of them is probably 200 years old.”

Mondora said while work takes 
place, the city tries to save as many trees 
as possible. But she said it’s near impos
sible to save every tree.

This year, about 72% of the potential
ly affected trees will be “saved,” she 
said.

“The trees identified for removal are 
simply too close to the pavement to save 
or they are already in a compromised 
condition,” she said. “Many of the an
choring and critical foundation roots 
would need cut during the process of re
moving the old pavement and building 
the new road.

“Leaving those trees in place after 
construction would yield an unhealthy

tree with a high risk of mortality.”
The city will eventually remove the 

stumps of the cut trees and, should the 
homeowner want it, replace them at no 
cost. The city will then monitor those 
trees for a few years and replace them if 
they die.

Homeowners are asked to help by

watering it and mowing the yard.
From Zaron’s perspective, trees take 

decades to grow so large. Even if they 
are replaced, she doesn’t think the 
street will be quite the same.

“People love these trees and they*re 
not even giving them any considera
tion,” she said.

As city officials and some residents 
butt heads, Zaron said all she can do is 
voice what’s on her mind.

“I can’t just back and just let it hap
pen,” she said. “I have to be vocal.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelby_tankk.
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Carlton N. Baker
HENDERSONVILLE - Carlton N. Baker, 87, 

formerly of South Lyon, MI and Whitinsville, 
MA went to his heavenly home on April 28 after 
a lengthy battle with cancer. He is now walking 
and living with “Him who loved me and gave His 
life for me.”
He leaves behind his wife of 25 years, Nancy 

(LaFleur) Baker, 5 children—Sandra Schulenburg 
of Lynn, MA, Deborah (Todd) VandenAkker of 
Grand Rapids, MI, Brian (Sheryl) Baker of Marion, 
IN, Pam (Doug) VanderYacht of Grand Rapids, 
MI and Paul (Erica) Baker of Vero Beach> PL—as 
well as 14 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren 
with his first wife, Harriet Baker; three stepchil
dren - Cindy (Jim) Panek of St Helena, CA, Mi
chelle (David) Weaver of Austin, TX, Bryan(Gail) 
Mack of Caribou, ME—along with 7 stepgrand- 
children and 3 step-great grandchildren.
Born March 11, 1933, he was the son of Rich

ard W. Baker and Anne LaFleur Baker. He was 
preceded in death by his former wife of 39 years, 
Harriet R (Dykstra) Baker, his brother, Richard 
Baker Jr, and a great grandchild, Brianna Drakage.
Carlton received his Bachelor of Arts degree 

from Westminster College in New Wilmington, 
PA in 1963. He earned his MDiv degree from Gor
don Divinity School in Wenham, MA in 1966. He 
pastored Tyrone United Presbyterian in Fenton, 
MI, First United Presbyterian in Sharpsville, PA 
and Fellowship Evangelical Presbyterian in South 
Lyon, ML He was a charter member of Fairlawn 
Christian Reformed Church in Whitinsville, MA. 
He served in the US Army and was a Korean War 
Veteran.
A memorial service will be held on May 1 at Her

itage Hills, Heritage Circle, Hendersonville, NC
A second memorial will be held in South Lyon, 

MI at the Baker Memorial Garden at a date yet 
to be determined.

Nancy Lee (Broman) Giannotta
November 3rd 1929 to 

April 26th 2020
Our family is mourn

ing the loss of our best 
friend and sister, aunt 
and chosen mother. We 
are, Beverly Amn John
ston, Kristin and Robert 
Forester, Diane and Kurt 
Johnston, Megan and Les 
Pernia and Lisa Cook.
Many nieces and neph
ews, great nieces and nephews and great, great 
nieces and nephews.
We are confident that the love of her life, her 

husband Frank, was impatiently waiting for her 
with dancing shoes in hand. Nancy spent her life 
giving to others however her special love was for 
animals.

If you would like, please donate to a worthy 
cause to help rescue, foster or adopt an animal.
A champagne celebration will be held in Nancy’s 

honor at a later date.
“You may be gone from my sight, but you are 

never gone from my heart” Winnie the Pooh.
Please share a memory of Nancy at www.rg- 

grharris.com.

Harry George Greenleaf
LIVONIA - Harry 

George Greenleaf of 
Livonia, Michigan was 
born on May 27, 1936 
and passed away April 
28, 2020 in his sleep. He 
is survived by his loving 
wife Audrey Greenleaf 
and they been married 
for 58 years. Proud father 
of Kim (Greg) Page and 
Mark (Kathy) Greenleaf.
Dear grandfather of Brittany (Christopher) Bar- 
croft, Harry C. Greenleaf, Christian Greenleaf, 
Brad Page, Katie Page, Allie Page. Dearest uncle 
of many nieces and nephews. Harry is preced
ed in death by his sibilings Edward Greenleaf, 
Rosella Thompson, Newton Greenleaf and Fred 
J. Greenleaf.
Harry was born in Palermo, New York to his 

late parents Fred and Mabel. He retired from 
Ford Motor Company after 37 years of service. He 
served as a member of the Board of Trustees at 
Schoolcraft college for 18 years and was an active 
volunteer in politics at all levels.
His passions included education and family.In 

his free time he enjoyed traveling, golf, garden
ing, and spending family time at the cottage in 
Northern Michigan.
A private family service will be held May 2,2020.
Arrangements for a Memorial and Celebration 

of Life will be forthcoming.
Fond memories and expressions of sympathy 

can be shared at www.HarryJWillFune'ralHome. 
com/Livonia.

Hairv J Will Funeral Homes

Ceverena E. Davies Carolyn Ann Jones
Ceverena E. Davies 

(Fitch) passed away on 
April 23rd surrounded 
by family. She was born 
in New Jersey on Sep
tember 11, 1930; the 
youngest of 3 children 
of Hugh 8c Ceverena 
Fitch. Mom is sur
vived by her remain
ing children Phillip 
Davies (Jody), Andrea 
Tomaszewski, Nancy 
Faught (John), and 
daughter in-law Lyn
da Davies; and many 
grand 8c great chil
dren. She is preceded 
in death by her eldest 
son Jeffrey Davies, her 
brothers Richard Fitch 
and Edward Fitch, her 
parents and many dear 
friends. A private ser
vice has occurred.

LIVONIA - Carolyn 
was born on June 30, 
1942 in Craigsville, 
WV, and passed away 
on April 29, 2020, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital at 
the age of 77. She will 
forever be loved by her 
husband, family, and 
friends. She was a very 
loving wife, mother, and 
good friend to all. She 
worked at Hope’s Fish 
8c Chips in Livonia on 
Friday’s and primarily 
as a bookkeeper. Car
olyn is survived by her 
loving husband Floyd 
Jones, loving mother 
to Cari (Andy) Czako, 
Cathy Farrell, and cher
ished grandmother of 
Eric, Bryan (Natalie), 
Mitch, Nick an Kyle 
and loving sister Hel
en Brown. Due to the 
Covid-19 and the Stay 
at Home Order, please 
leave your condolenc
es and/or memories at 
www.rggrharris.com.

Virginia Ruth Sauls

Marguerite Kalec
FARMINGTON HILLS

- Marguerite M. Kalec 
(nee Barber) age 91, 
died peacefully at home 
April 30, 2020. Beloved 
wife of the late Edward 
for 58 years. She was 
also preceded in death 
by her daughter-in-law 
Ann. Loving mother to 
Robert, and Ann (David)
Oehring. Devoted grand
mother to William, Michael, Stephen , Emma, 
Terence, Tyler, Tanner, and great-grandmother 
to Lauren, Payton, and Kenneth. Born in Flint, 
Marge obtained a degree in education from Wayne 
State University and taught in the Detroit Public 
Schools for over a decade. She subsequently earned 
a master’s degree from the University of Michigan 
and was a guidance counselor in the Farming- 
ton Public Schools for more than twenty years. 
An avid traveler, she was also an accomplished 
photographer, and family genealogist. A private 
service and burial will be held.

HEENEY-SUNDQUIST

Patricia Jane 
(nee Board) 
Abrahamian

Passed away peace
fully on April 30,2020.
Born January 26,1934 

in Detroit to James and 
Rose Board. She grad
uated from Commerce 
High School in Detroit. 
She was a faithful Cath
olic and an avid reader.
Beloved wife of Ros- 

tom “Ronie” for 55 
years.
Survived by her 

loving children Ros- 
tom “Ronie”, Pamela 
(George), Elaine (Ed
ward), John (Sandra) 
and Michael.
Proud grandmother 

of April, Paige, Olivia, 
Steven, David and Kelli. 
She was further blessed 
with a great grandson, 
Gus. Sister of Michael 
(Kim).
Pat was preceded in 

death by her husband, 
daughter in law Janet 
and brother James.
A memorial will be 

held at a later date, 
www.mannsfuneral- 
home.com

/vtakKs FAMILY
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Mary E Rogers
LIVONIA - Age 82, 

passed away Friday, 
April 24, 2020. Be
loved wife of the late 
Paul (Phillip) Rogers; 
loving mother of Su
san Share, Michael 
(Laurie) Rettell, Kathy 
(Joseph) Sparks and 
Karen (James) Dennis; 
dear grandmother of 6; 
great grandmother of 
5; wonderful sister of 
Marilyn Clemons, Ma
rie Gray, Carol Chap
man, and Janet Graves. 
Mary was preceded in 
death by her brother, 
George Barry and her 
parents, Edward and 
Lorene Barry. A memo
rial service will be held 
to celebrate the life of 
Mary when the country 
returns to better health. 
Arrangements entrust
ed to Heeney-Sund- 
quist Funeral Home, 
downtown Farming- 
ton, (248) 474-5200. 
heeney-sundquist.com
....--------
HEENEY-SUNDQUIST

J May peace be 
with you in this 
time of sorrow.

V

r
March 10, 1928 - April 11, 2020 (age 92)
Virginia was born in Roseville, Michigan to Rivan 

and Ruth Frazee. She was the oldest of four children 
and her siblings included Rivan, William, and Helen.
They lived in Roseville on Ruthdale, a little street 
named after her mother because theirs was the first 
house built there.
After graduating from high school, Virginia at

tended Wayne State University in Detroit where she 
met the love of her life - Gordon Sauls. They were 
married in 1951 and had three sons David, Brian 
and Eric. Their first family home was in Inkster, and 
then in 1964 they moved to Livonia. They purchased one of the first homes 
in the Meri Lynn Farms subdivision and were eventually surrounded by 
numerous wonderful neighbors and schools. The Sauls family experienced 
many memorable years while living there.
Virginia earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Art from Wayne State Univer

sity. She later completed her Master’s Degree in Education from Eastern 
Michigan while she and Gordon raised their three sons. They both taught 
in the Livonia Public Schools from the early 1960’s until they retired in 
1988. Virginia taught at several different elementary schools throughout her 
teaching career, while Gordon taught his first year at Cleveland Elementary 
and then Franklin High School.
An avid world traveler, Virginia explored the globe with Gordon. They 

visited England, France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Egypt, Mexico, Jamaica and 
more. She also traveled with friends to Japan, Greece, Australia, Turkey, 
Germany, Hungary, and New Zealand. Virginia loved cooking and always 
had a tasty well balanced meal for the family - juggling this with being a

school teacher. Her specialties included a delicious brisket, Hamburger Corn- 
Pone-Pie (a family favorite), home-made spaghetti sauce, numerous exotic 
foreign dishes, and many more. She was a true believer in adding spice to 
her life by means of travel and food.
Virginia was a wonderful wife, mother, and grandmother - gentle, patient, 

kind, and funny - always upbeat and positive. She loved reading, classical 
music, educational TV shows, movies, and playing card games.... especially 
an old family favorite “Old Hell”. She loved her teaching career and her stu
dents. Virginia often reminisced about many of them and wondered what 
they did with their lives years later. She took great satisfaction in knowing she 
gave her students her very best - that pride never left her. After retiring from 
teaching, she continued to travel numerous years and also enjoyed a good 
home fife. She and Gordon moved into assisted living in October of 2018.
Virginia was preceded in death by her parents and two siblings, Rivan 

Frazee and Helen Lippert. She was also preceded in death by her oldest son 
David in December 2018 and her husband Gordon in December 2019. She 
is survived by middle son Brian (Charlene) of Harrisburg, PA, her youngest 
son Eric (Erin) of Highland, MI, and four grandchildren: Ian and Keith of 
Pennsylvania, and Michelle and Katy of Highland, MI.
Virginia will be missed by all those who knew her, but she told her sons 

and close friends not to be sad after she departs because she had lived a 
wonderful and happy life. She went strong up until the last week - always 
upbeat and sharp as a tack. A memorial to celebrate Virginia and Gordon’s 
lives will be scheduled after the current COVID-19 crisis subsides.
The family requests any donations be made to Michigan Premier Hospice, 

who was wonderful in helping care for Virginia and Gordon in their final 
months.
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Sports
BASEBALL

Canton team laments missed opportunities
Andrew Vailliencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Canton baseball program has be
come one of the area’s strongest over 
the years under coach Mark Blomshield.

Blomshield has been the head varsity 
coach for 13 years and with the program 
for 20, but he’s never experienced any

thing quite like the current situation, 
where sports everything are shut down 
until further notice. It’s not something 
he’d ever like to experience again either.

Canton entered this season fresh off 
a district title and second place finish in 
the KLAA West division behind peren
nial powerhouse Brighton and was go
ing to have a senior heavy pitching staff 
back to lead the Chiefs to another win

ning season.
The team didn’t have many seniors, 

but the four it did have were quality 
players and returning starters. Those 
seniors are Ben Stesiak, Nick Yeager, 
Jake Rubis and Kyle King. Stesiak was 
set to be the team’s starting center field
er, Yeager the team’s ace pitcher, Rubis 
the No. 2 pitcher and shortstop and King 
the starting second baseman.

Stesiak and Yeager have signed to 
play baseball in college, with Stesiak 
headed to Madonna and Yeager to Dordt 
University in Iowa. Rubis has received a 
lot of college interest but has not made a 
decision on what school he will attend, 
with interest ranging from NAIA schools 
to Indiana University in the Big Ten.

See CANTON, Page 2B

Former CC 
LB pursues 
dream in 
transfer 
to Illinois

Stevenson teammates Abby Werthman, left, and Nikki Verant will continue their athletic careers at Madonna University.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Stevenson seniors carry on 
talent pipeline to Madonna
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For some Livonia Stevenson girls 
soccer players, their past and future are 
separated by three miles.

Leaving the parking lot of the Spar
tans soccer field, it takes five turns 
through a Livonia neighborhood to

reach the Madonna soccer field, the 
home of the Crusaders women’s soccer 
team.

With head coach Paul Patton at the 
helm for the past three seasons, Madon
na has had a good track record on the 
soccer field. The Crusaders have won 38 
of their 55 games, finishing fifth in the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference

and losing to No. 1 seed University of 
Northwestern Ohio in the WHAC tour
nament semifinal.

To redshirt junior midfielder Megan 
Verant, much of that has to do with the 
chemistry and familiarity many of the 
players had with each other coming

See SENIORS, Page 2B

Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Isaac Darkangelo could have stayed 
at Northern Michigan University and 
been a star at the NCAA Division II 
football level.

Then maybe the former Brighton 
star could have been one of the select 
few players who rise 
from those ranks to 
make it to the National 
Football League.

Or, he could gamble 
on himself, prove him
self all over again at a 
higher level, and per- Darkangelo 
haps increase his 
chances of reaching his ultimate 
dream.

Darkangelo has taken the risk, 
transferring from Northern Michigan 
to the University of Illinois after lead
ing the Wildcats in tackles as a sopho
more linebacker last fall.
He will have two seasons of eligibil

ity remaining after sitting out the up
coming season.

“I really believed I could play at the 
biggest level,” said Darkangelo, a 2018 
Detroit Catholic Central graduate. “At 
Northern, I felt like I wasn’t being 
pushed enough as a player. I felt like I 
needed to take that next step and ac
complish my dreams. I’ve always be
lieved growing up in a family of six to 
have no regrets in life. I felt like down 
the road when I was 50 or 60,1 would 
regret not chasing my dreams.”

Darkangelo will be on Illinois’ roster 
as a preferred walk-on, at least tempo
rarily giving up a guaranteed scholar
ship at Northern Michigan.

“I don’t find that to be a big deal,” he 
said. Tm part of their team. I talked to 
their coach, and he’s excited to have 
me. It’s going to be fun.”

Darkangelo was recently named 
Northern Michigan’s Athlete of the 
Year for football when the school 
handed out its year-end awards. He 
had 105 tackles in 10 games, ranking 
second in the Great Lakes Intercolle
giate Athletic Conference.

He had 60 tackles in 10 games as a 
true freshman in 2019.

This isn’t the case of a disgruntled 
athlete leaving a program. Darkangelo, 
who turned 20 last month, will have 
nothing but fond memories from his

See DREAM, Page 3B
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Continued from Page IB

“Madonna got another steal,” Blom- 
shield said. “They stole Nate Blain from 
us last year and he had D1 offers. Ma
donna does a nice job recruiting, you 
have to tip your cap to them. They come 
in and take these kids where some of 
these bigger programs are hemming and 
hawing and waiting around. Some kids 
don’t develop until their senior year. 
They always look for that slam dunk as a 
sophomore, but not everyone is a stud 
as a sophomore. Those kids are easy to 
find, they’re 6-foot-3 and hit a lot of 
home runs, we don’t get a lot of kids like 
that. We develop our players.”

Blomshield is especially disappoint
ed for his seniors, all of which he felt 
could have received more offers this 
spring with good seasons. Rubis held off 
on an early signing with the hopes of a 
lights out final season, but now won’t 
have that opportunity.

“(Rubis) was just filthy nasty,” Blom
shield said. “He had a real good summer, 
was pretty much un-hittable when he 
dropped down and mixed up his arm an
gles, the sky was the limit for that boy. 
He could’ve been 10-0 for us with a 0.00 
ERA, and he probably could’ve done it. 
He showed signs of it as a junior. That’s 
what’s so frustrating, especially for him 
because he hasn’t signed yet.”

Between Rubis and Yeager, Blom
shield was excited for the pitching staff.

“(Yeager) was awesome last year as a 
junior,” Blomshield said. “He hit the 
weights hard and took his fastball from 
82-83 to 86-88. We were getting ready to 
ride him into the playoffs.”

The team’s defense, especially up the 
middle was also going to be a bright spot 
for the squad, with Stesiak in center and 
the combo of Rubis and King in the mid
dle infield on days Rubis wasn’t pitch
ing.

“(King) was going to be our starting

Seniors
Continued from Page IB 

out of high school.
“I never would have imagined all of 

us getting to play together in college,” 
Verant said. “But the fact that we do, I 
think it makes us a better team.”

In Madonna’s 2020 recruiting class, 
that talent pipeline is set to continue.

Stevenson seniors Abby Werthman 
and Nikki Verant will soon become Cru
saders, following in the footsteps of not 
only their families, but teammates, as 
two of six former Spartans on the up
coming 2020 roster.

A family affair

For Abby Werthman, Madonna soc
cer is family tradition.

Billy Werthman was a captain for the 
men’s soccer team in 2017-18, while her 
sister, Emma, will be a senior defender 
on the women’s soccer team next year 
after transferring to the Crusaders from 
Schoolcraft College.
What Abby saw when she watched 

her sister play for Madonna was ex
tremely familiar: the same emphasis on 
team chemistry she had at Stevenson, 
moving the ball extremely well together 
and with no ulterior motives.

“You are not doing it all by yourself,” 
Abby Werthman said. “You need a team 
to help you, to help each other, because 
you need to be able to work together to 
move the ball and work as a team so you 
can all be successful.”

For the Spartans, Abby Werthman 
seemed to be finishing on a lot of that 
unselfishness.

As a junior, she recorded 46 of her 69 
career goals, the second most in school 
history in a single season, earning first- 
team All State honors.
Emma Werthman played one season 

with Abby at Stevenson, but was able to 
watch as her sister’s left-footed, goal
scoring prowess put Abby in a position 
to succeed time and time again, espe
cially, she said, after the shifting of divi
sions in the KLAA.

Watching Abby have her way with 
opponents at the high school level, Em
ma said she wanted her sister to be rec
ognized somewhere. Emma knew that 
Abby would really shine at Madonna.

The Madonna head coach saw that 
potential as well.

"There’s been players in the past, 
they have scored a lot of goals in high 
school, didn’t always translate in col
lege," Patton said. “We think her’s will. 
What we think is that Abby will come in 
and start scoring goals immediately as a 
freshman.”

Stevenson head coach Ken Shingle- 
decker is confident that Abby Werth
man will not face much of a transition 
between the high school and club level

t

Canton’s Jacob Rubis has received a lot of college interest but has not made a decision on what school he will attend.
MICHAEL VASILNEK/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

second baseman,” Blomshield said. 
“Just a little guy, but he’s scrappy and 
worked as hard as everyone else, made 
some gains in the weight room, getting 
ready to show off his stuff and increase 
his bat exit velocity.”

Instead, the Chiefs are at home like 
the rest of the state doing their best to 
stay healthy.

“We had strong pitching and thaf s 
been the key to our success over the last 
13 years is pitching and defense,” Blom
shield said. “We had a lot of pieces in the 
right spots. We lost some decent seniors- 
last year but we didn’t lose everything 
and a lot of those juniors contributed. 
When you have those two and three year 
starters coming back, that’s when that 
experience really pays off.”

Canton was able to have just one full 
practice before the shut down.

“Obviously it’s been extremely diffi
cult,” Blomshield said. “We did a lot of 
preparation coming in, offseason work
outs, pitchers throwing bullpens, lifting 
weights. Checking every single box try
ing to put together a championship sea
son. ... It was tough to take. This is obvi
ously unprecedented, we didn’t know 
what to expect. It was devastating for 
everybody.”

Blomshield added that he had a 
handful of meetings over google hang
outs to talk to players and bring the sea
son to a conclusion. Losing out on a year 
of growth will certainly put strains on 
the program, but it’s something every 
program in the state will be dealing

with.
Canton was supposed to be taking on 

Brighton on May 1 in what could’ve been 
a battle for the top spot in the division.

“It’s been a mental gut check for me, 
ifs really turned me off,” Blomshield 
said. “I don’t have a whole lot of years 
left anyways, I was planning to coach 
four more years just for personal rea
sons and goals that I have. I’ve been do
ing it 20 years, this is my 13th year with 
varsity.

“It’s like getting ready for Christmas 
and then Santa Claus comes and takes 
the tree.”

Contact reporter Andrew Vaillien- 
court at availlienc(3)hometownlife.com 
or 810-923-0659. Follow him on Twitter 
(5)Andrew Vcourt.

Nikki Verant passes the ball to Stevenson teammate Abby Werthman.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

to college.
He has seen her quiet confidence at 

work on the field for the past four years.
“She’s not going to say a whole lot," 

Shingledecker said. “She has a lot of 
Barry Sanders qualities: ‘You are going 
to watch me do it on the field, but I don’t 
need to talk about it all the time.”'

Right at home

Unlike the Werthman sisters, Nikki 
Verant has never had the chance to play 
on the same team as her sister, Megan.

While their time at Stevenson over
lapped, Nikki played for the junior-var
sity team, watching Megan play her fi
nal year for the Spartans.

For Nikki, it was always a goal for her 
to play college soccer, viewing it as a le
gitimate shot starting her sophomore 
year when she made the varsity team.

From Megan, Nikki Verant heard 
about Madonna’s nursing program, 
about how close it was to home and 
about the success the Crusaders had on 
the soccer field. But to her, the decision 
came down to one main factor.

“I would love the chance to play with 
her,” Nikki Verant said of Megan.

Megan Verant said she expects 
chemistry between the two of them

c ft

from the moment they step onto the 
field for the first time together, saying 
that they had been training for the up
coming season together at home.

However, from the moment that Nik
ki Verant and Abby Werthman join the 
team officially, there is almost an expec
tation that they both will feel right at 
home from the start.

Knowing some of the players on the 
roster from past Stevenson teams, along 
with former opponents from many oth
er high schools in the metro Detroit 
area, Megan Verant said she came into 
her freshman season more comfortable 
due to past chemistry with some of her 
new teammates.

“Right away, we knew how to work 
well together and a lot of people don’t 
get to do that,” Megan Verant said.

Nikki Verant knows this is not a nor
mal college situation. She called it 
“weird, but reassuring.”

“I know these people,” Nikki Verant 
said. “I know their experiences and that 
makes me know what I am getting into.”

Pipeline set to continue

For many members of the Stevenson 
girls soccer roster, the in-between to the 
Madonna program is Nick Atwood.

Atwood, a Stevenson graduate, is a 
graduate assistant for Patton and the 
Crusaders women’s soccer program.

In the fall, Atwood serves as a sort of 
"talent scout” for the metro Detroit area, 
helping the head coach, who came from 
Midway University in Kentucky and did 
not know the area and the talent it had 
on the soccer field when he started prior 
to the 2017 season.

In the spring, Atwood is a first-hand 
witness to the recruiting hotbed he con
siders to be Michigan high school girls 
soccer. •

But Atwood has to balance his role as 
a college and high school coach when it 
comes to the recruitment of Stevenson 
players. He says he tells his players if 
Madonna is interested, passing infor
mation along to Patton and the Crusad
ers coaching staff, but then takes a back 
seat, waiting to see what decision is 
made.

“As a Madonna staff member, I want 
talented girls to come play for me at Ma
donna,” Atwood said. “As a high school 
coach, I want the student-athlete to go 
to the school that’s the best fit for them 
all around.”

From the outside, Patton sees a 
strong Stevenson program. He knows, 
coming from that high school program, 
his two 2020 Spartan recruits will likely 
have an easier transition than most to 
the college level.

“If they know that there is a couple of 
players from Stevenson that they know, 
it makes the transition easier because 
they know them going in,” Patton said. 
“It’s not completely without a support 
system. There’s a little familiarity.”

Shingledecker prides his program on 
that sense of preparedness, saying that 
with the high level Stevenson plays at, 
his players are, historically, more com
fortable more quickly at the college lev
el.

Patton sees a strong track record 
from the high school that is three miles 
away. That is why he said there are play
ers in the 2021 and 2022 classes that he 
has an eye on for future roster spots.

Nikki Verant was sad when she did 
not get to play her senior season at Ste
venson. But she knows there is a legiti
mate chance that she will be able to play 
with many of the underclassmen on the 
roster again.

She will be just five turns away.
“I love everyone on this Stevenson 

team. All the girls are great, all the new 
players coming in, I could tell, they were 
going to be a great addition to the team,” 
Verant said. “If I got a chance to play 
with any of those girls again, which I 
think is a possibility looking at the con
nection between the two, I think that it’s 
kind of reassuring."

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay(3)hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter (g>Colin- 
GaylZ Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports(S>hometownlife.com.
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Former Brighton LB Isaac Darkangelo, left, has transferred to Illinois after two seasons playing for Northern Michigan’s football team, cory genovese/photoyoop

Dream
Continued from Page IB

two seasons with the Wildcats.
“I’ve got nothing against the guys up 

there,” he said. “It was definitely a hard 
decision for me. I kept going back to I 
couldn’t lay in bed at night knowing I 
didn’t try to accomplish my dreams. Ob

viously, going to Illinois, I want to make 
a big impact. I want to do whatever I can 
to make them a better football team in 
whatever way possible. At least at the 
end of the day, I know I chased my 
dreams. I have a long road ahead.”

Darkangelo said he was recruited by 
Michigan State coming out of high 
school, ultimately choosing Northern 
Michigan because of his connection 
with head coach Kyle Nystrom. Darkan-

gelo’s brother, Anthony, played for Fer
ris State when Nystrom was an assis
tant coach with the Bulldogs.

“My linebacker room at Northern was 
awesome,” Darkangelo said. “I grew 
some of the best friendships in my life 
up there. Coach Nystrom’s Mm sessions 
were amazing. The whole coaching staff 
teaches you lessons you’ll carry on for 
life. The/re just guys you can hang out 
with and talk to if you need some help...”

Darkangelo began playing football 
when he was 9 in the Brighton Youth 
Football League. He is one of five sib
lings who have played college athletics.

“Everybody’s got that childhood 
dream,” he said. “Obviously, my end 
goal is the NFL. I’ve got a lot of small 
steps to take before that. Now I’ll do 
what I can to help Illinois become a bet
ter team. Hopefully, that path leads to 
my bigger goal.”
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Flat Rate Pricing
FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call
Service Call Charge Waived 
with Work Performed
Same Day Service
All Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
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100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

A/C Clean | j 
and check j |

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I

I 
I 
I 
I

Complete Safety 
i Inspection.
i 
i

JM HseSlirg f- A* QwfMrw/ns
TfhmaneF

18 Month

With Coupon.

i 
i

11 No Interest on New1 
, i A/C Installations i
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Experts Since 1980

Electric * Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

248-372-9929
‘Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details

£pM3Cl<M1353t-01 -------------------- i -3-

Choosing between a new walk-in bath or shower for your home 
depends greatly on your needs and accessibility. While both offer the 
safety benefit of a low step-in for easy entry, the comfort and aesthetic 
advantages vary.
The KOHLER® Walk-In Bath allows you to bathe in a comfortably 
seated position while enjoying the therapeutic benefits of 
hydrotherapy whirlpool jets. It also allows you to recline as you bathe. 
However, those who feel comfortable standing for a longer period of 
time may find that the KOHLER® LuxStone™ Shower, which provides 
a more traditional shower experience, better meets their needs.
Contact your Kohler specialist at New Bath Today to discuss your 

' bathing needs and options, and to help make a decision today.

THE BOLD LOOKOF KOHLER,
• Durable Materials for Long-Lasting Beauty
• Low-Maintenance Shower Walls
• Quality You Expect From NEW BATH TODAY 
•Accessories to Personalize Your Shower
• Safety-Focused Design Features
• Quick, Professional Installation
• Lifetime Warranty

24 MONTHS SAME-AS-CASH!*
PLUS, ENJOY A BONUS OFFER OF
cCnfU LuxStone^ V V O WALL SYSTEM

6 NEW BATH
TODAY

KOHLER. v\&k-ln Bath Authorized Dealer

•Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at 
initial presentation only. GreenSfy Plan 6124 0%Financinq (or 24 months 
with approved credit. $500 off Luxstone walls purchase only.

SET-UP YOUR FREE DESIGN-CONSULTATION TODAY!Sow 313-241-9145
<lv



Observer & Eccentric
Phono: 800-579-7355 
Fax: 313-496-4968 

Email: ooacis@hometownllfo.com
Place an ad online 24/7 at 
adverti3e.hometowrtUfe.com

Auctions, pots, services &. stuff

^7.] STUFF
E2> •PUZZLE CORNER

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS 53 Country 93 Is on hold, 130 Pint-size 38 Calling the 82 However,

1 Old Glory, for singer Evans say 131 Otherwise shots briefly
one

5 Up in smoke
55 Bom, to Gigi
56 Gridiron gp.

96 Spanish for 
“silver” DOWN

39 Nearly
44 WJM anchor

84 Pair of 
identical

11 Refluxes of 57 Repulsive 98 Draft-eligible 1 Small lies Baxter products sold
tides 59 Fiennes or 99 Item in a pod 2 Actress 46 Pop singer as a unit

15 Ankle-knee Macchio 100 Congenital Singer Mariah 85 Writer Steel
connector 62 Fishermen, 102 Bands of 3 Just slightly 47 Chunk of 86 “Babbitt”

19 1, to Greeks often three 4 Judges’ history author Lewis
20 “Speak up!” 65 “Hear No 105 Most morose mallets 50 Animal at 88 White
21 Ark captain Evil” star 107 Quaint 5 Bar drink “una corrida” Rabbit’s woe
22 Chipotle item Matlin theater 6 Cherished 51 East — 90 Tree flutterer
23 “Great job, 67 Really move where 7 Intelligible (Asian 91 New royal of

play more!’’? on the dance everyone 8 Hunky guy nation) 1981
25 Be sweet on floor hung out? 9 Most scant 52 Spotted, as 92 Kit —
26 Wilson of film 71 Round of 111 Post-it note 10 Before, to money 94 Confronts
27 One half of a applause all abbr. Kipling 54 Playwright 95 Canonized

45 for oneself? 112 Soccer 11 Spices up Edward Fr. woman
28 Eat 73 Company immortal 12 Idaho city 58 Ad catch- 97 Walked
29 Stingy type symbol on a 113 Change 13 Cake creator phrase (on)
30 Get a B, e g. container of formally 14 Singer Crow 60 Little lake 101 Slip away
31 Mauna — breathing 114 Slugger 15 Cork up, as 61 Texas — 103 Electrical
33 Sharp rise in gas? Willie a bottle (poker resistance

new 75 Capital of 116 Evade 16 Maui native * game) measure
findings?

36 Napoleon’s
Croatia artfully 17 Emulate Tara 62 Singer 104 Subject to

76 Scrape the 120 ‘Woe is me” Lipinski Scaggs legal action
birthplace bottom of 121 — de foie 18 “Baloney!” 63 Stunt legend 106 Singer

40 Gem, e.g. 78 Flushes gras 24 Certain Knievel Warwick
41 Writer — 79 Antipasto 122 Alternate title woodwind 64 Very zealous 108 Large city in

Jackson bit for this player 66 Put out Nebraska
Braun 81 Loved by puzzle 29 Early hi-fi 68 Freaks out 109 Ward off

42 — out 83 “— Beso” 124 Madison format 69 Tunes out 110 Ordinance
(supplement) (1962 hit) Avenue prize 32 Berry rich in 70 Canon — 115 Withered

43 Ice melter 84 56-Across 125 Hens and antioxidants Rebel 117 ‘You’re on!”
45 — word stats cows 34 See eye to 72 Best 118 Mouth

(coinage for 87 Old phone 126 Bright- eye (with) possible parts
one part shining 35 Sis, say 74 Bad-pun 119 Lightish
occasion) 89 Distinctive 127 Appellation 36 Frame of a responses sword

48 Throbs feature of 128 Composer cartoon 77 Keep 122 Salary
49 Perpetual blasting Jerome 37 Japanese waiting ceiling

pampering? material? 129 Acoustic pair island 80 Mr. Big 123 Actor Bruce
1 2 3 4
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23

27

36 37 38

42 m49 50

56
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75
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■ 99

106

127
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For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

5 9 4
7 3 9

8 1 5 .

4 6 3
6 7 1

9 5 4
8 4 6

3 8 2
7 2 9

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve’a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!
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nml the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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MAY
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PARENT
PRESENTS
ROSES
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TREAT
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Communi

CITY OF WESTLAND COUNTY OF WAYNE, STATE OF MICHIGAN PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO TAX INCREMENT FI
NANCING PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN OF THE LOCAL DE
VELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF WESTLAND TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS IN THE CITY OF WESTLAND: PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Westland, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, will hold a public hearing on Monday, the 1st day of June, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. prevailing Eastern Time either (I) In the City Hall located at 36300 Warren Road, Westland, Michigan, or (ii) to extent the Governor6€™s Executive Order 2020-48 is extended and in effect on the date of the hearing, electronically via Zoom in conformity with the order then in effect, to consider the adoption of a resolution approving an Amendment to Tax Increment Financing andiDevelopment Plan for the Local Development Finance Authority of the City of West- land pursuant to Act 57 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 2018.
Copies of the proposed Amendment Tax Increment Financing and Development Plan, maps, plots, etc. are on file at the office of the City Clerk for inspection during regular business hours or can be obtained by contacting the City Clerk at (734 ) 467-3185 or , ClerkQcityofwestlond.comA

Assorted
ems

all kinds of things...

.. opel (two plots for sole located at 621 W. lawn lake Rd. Troy 48098. Discounted 
S700 per lot. 734-455-1348

Get results. 
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MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
MISCELLANEOUS

DIRECTV-Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Select 
All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s ot 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-855-293-4417

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANIED: We pay CA$H lor cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-500-8266 or 
visit RefrlgerantFinders.com

Find what you 
want in 

CLASSIFIED!

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
MISCELLANEOUS

DIRECTV ■ Switch and Save! $3999/monlh. Select 
All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s ol 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-855-293-4417

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H lor cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500R11 R113RI14. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-500-8266 or 
visit RelrigeranlRndeis.com

Turn your dust Into 
dollars by placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

FINDING WORK SHOULDN’T BE WORK.
the job network

Get started by visiting
jobs.usatoday.com



HOME SECURITY YOU CAN TRUST
; . GET AN ADT-MONITORED SECURITY SYSTEM FROM PROTECT YOUR HOME

GET A FREE HOME 
SECURITY SYSTEM

P
, T\ME t V OFFER',

EMPRET0DAY
Making Beautiful New Floors Easy

SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE
QUALITY PRODUCTS

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION, 
EVEN NEXT DAY**

ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICE ESTIMATE1

PLUS THESE BONUS OFFERS!
FREE VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 VALUE!

BONUS! DOORBELL CAMERA
Answer your front door from virtually anywhere. 
When you upgrade to ADT Pulse® + Video 
—$229 VALUE!

New customers only. Early termination fee applies. Installation starts at $99 with 36 month monitoring agreement. Upgraded packages require additional 
installation fees. Equipment shown requires additional fees. See details below.

350OFF

ADT
Authorized 

Premier Provider

ProtectYourHome
WE'RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!
313-541-9183

OR SAVE TIME AND SCHEDULE ONLINE 
www.protection4yourhome.com

Reply by: 6/15/2020 DF-GT-MI-D-D2799
EQUiPHENT: Eaipment shown may require ackftional fees Touchscreen pictured reqtires additional charge of $299. Vanishing sensors cost an additional $159 each. AFT CARO: $100 Visa Gift Card 
Mfffled by Protect Your Home thrc^ third-pkty prtwider. MpefE upon instatetion of a seority system and execution of moritoraig contraa $455 shippiig and handing fee, gift cards can take up 
to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpel redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: S99 IrstaHatm 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $2799 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring 
Agreement required at $2799 per month ($67176) for CaSfomia. Offer appBes to homeowners only. Basic system requires landine phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorised Premier Provider 
customers only and not on purdases from ADT LLC Cannot be combined with any oth? offer. The $2799 Offer does not indude Ouaflty Service Plan (QSP).ADTs Extended Limted Warranty. ADT Piist ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services CADTPuBe''), which help you manage your home environment and famJy6festyte.reqiire the purchase and/or adivafai of an ADT alarm system 
with monitored txiglary service and a compatibte contouter. ceD phone or POA with Intend and emaO access These ADT Putse services do rwt ccw the opeation or maWenance of any household 

j equ^nent^ems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipmenL All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all 
I geographic areas You may be reewired to pay addtionalcha  ̂to purdiaseequ»mentreoured to utilae the ADT PiJse features you desire. ADT PULSE* VIDEO: ADT Pulse ♦ Video instaSation is 
an additoral $299.36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse ♦ Video: $5899 per month, ($2,I2164X induc&rg OuaSty Service Plan (OS5). Doorbell camera may not be avateWe in all 
^eas GENERAL-For a3 offers the form of payment must be by craft card or electronic charge to yaff checking or savings account satisfactory craft hitory is requred and termination fee applies. Certam packages requie approral larefne phone Local pemit fees may be reqriral Certato restrictiom may apply. Additional monitoring tees required for some services For example. Biiglary, 

I Fire. Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purtfase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary. Fire. Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert 
; derices and are an additional charge Addlionalequipmem may be purchased fa an additional charge. Additional charges may apply r areas that require guard response service for municipal 
l alarm verification. Price sutiect to change Prices may vary by market Some instance companies offer disaxnts on Homeowner's Insurance Please ansujt your insurance company. Photos are

; NY-licensed by the N.Y9. Department of State U1DW20003T7691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446. City of Ondmati: AC86,0K-AC1048. OR-170997. Penreyfvania Home Improvement 
1' Contractor Registration Number. PA022999, RI-3582. RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET. TN-1520. TX-B13734, ACR-3492. UT-6422596-6501, VA-H5120, VT-ES-2382(70, WA-602588694/ 
uSa»Ci5!ftrsS«S, Wl-Gty of Mtete PAS-0002790, WV-Y/VQ42453, WY-lV-G-21499 3750 Pronty Way South Dr. IndanapoSs, IN 46240 < 2019 DEFENDERS, Inc dba Protect Your Home

‘Discount applied to contract total of $3,500 or more before applicable taxes. Must be presented 
upon appointment booking. Cannot be applied to deposit. Appointment must be scheduled by 
calling the number above or scheduled online at EmpireToday.com/Get350 to redeem offer. May 
not be applied to Sales or combined with coupons. Not valid on prior purchases. Residential only. Limit one offer per household. Expires 06/30/20. Subject to change.

**0n in-stock carpet and flooring styles only in select areas. Excludes floor prep.
variety of unforeseen conditions, such as subfloor prep/leveling/repair, that may not be 

identifiable when establishing price estimate, may require additional cost.
Sales (except CA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 ©2020 Empire Today, LLC
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Remembering 
Mr. Tiger

Al Kaline was the most distinguished Detroit Tiger of them all, 
combining on-field excellence, acclaim and awards with 

off-field class, humility and generosity.

Mr. Tiger: The Legend of Al Kaline, Detroit’s Own 
is a celebration of Kaline’s distinguished and 

incomparable run as a Tiger, from his fresh-faced 
major-league debut at 18 and his historic AL 

batting title at only 20, to his memorable 3,000th hit 
in the stretch run of the final season of his epic 
career. Through memorable stories and striking 
photography from the Detroit Free Press, this 

commemorative book is the definitive account of 
Kaline’s 18 All-Star selections, 10 Gold Gloves and, 
most memorably, his huge contribution to the Tigers’ 

unforgettable 1968 World Series title.

NOW ON SALE FOR$|6.95
Scan the 
QR code to 
order online:
Or go to
triumphbooks.com/
mrtiger
to order your copy now

ipetroit || 93 Triumph


