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A new fur-ever home

Tail Waggers veterinarian Dr. Sarah James, left, examines a puppy during a check-up on March 10 with assistance from 
veterinary technician Dominique Reynolds, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

Tail Waggers pet clinic relocates within Livonia

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Schools 
help feed 
students 
during 
closures
From staff reports Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

School districts are scrambling to 
initiate plans to feed their students 
over the three-week break prompted 
by the spread of the coronavirus.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced 
the state-wide school cancellations 
through at least April 5.

That leaves school districts to find 
ways to feed students during that 
time, including some who may rely on 
their school lunch as their only daily 
meal.

Here’s what local districts are doing 
along with community resources peo­
ple can use:

Livonia Public Schools
Livonia students age 18 and young­

er can get free breakfast and lunch 
through the district, whether they are 
financially in need or not. Students 
ages 18-26 can also pick up a meal if 
covered by a Individualized Education 
Plan.

Pickup will be available on Tues­
days until schools reopen. Students 
can call 734-744-2763 to get food de­
livered if they cannot make it to a

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It’s been a roller coaster of a year for 
the people behind Tail Waggers 1990.

The people behind the nonprofit that 
helps serve pets with low-cost vaccines 
and provides emergency pet food to 
people all across the region thought 
they might have to close its doors last 
year after being hit with credit card 
scams. But after overcoming that chal­
lenge, the organization has kept afloat 
and has even relocated to a new facility 
it hopes will better serve its customers.

“After some financial downfalls and 
bad luck a year-and-a-half ago, basical­
ly the community rallied, didn’t want us 
to close our doors, cheered us on and 
this location kind of fell into our lap,” 
said Laura Kuchinski, the Livonia foun­
der of Tail Waggers 1990. “It was a ne­
cessity.”

Today, the organization sits at 16322 
Middlebelt in a shopping center. Mak­
ing such a move from 28422 Five Mile 
not only made financial sense to the or­
ganization, but Kuchinski hopes it will 
allow the program to grow.

“We wanted to be able to add more 
services, we wanted to be able to ex­
pand our volunteer program, we wanted 
to have a little more comfortable space 
for our clients,” she said.

The clinic opened in its new facility, a 
former doctor’s office, at the beginning 
of March. The property was easy to 
transform into a veterinary clinic, Ku­
chinski said, because the exam rooms

See HOME, Page 2A

“After some financial downfalls and bad luck ... basically 
the community rallied, didn’t want us to close our doors, 
cheered us on and this location kind of fell into our Sap.”
Laura Kuchinski Founder, Tail Waggers 1990

See SCHOOLS, Page 4A

Some parking 
in downtown 
Farmington 
reserved for 
carryout orders
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Those heading to downtown Far­
mington to pick up meals now have 
parking saved exclusively for them.

Parking spots along Grand River 
and Grove Street have been converted 
into temporary parking for carryout 
food orders from the downtown eater­
ies as restaurants closed for dine-in 
services by order of the state to help 
combat the spread of COVID-19.

Signs have been ordered and are ex­
pected to go up as soon as they arrive, 
said Kate Knight, director of the city's 
Downtown Development Authority.

“We’re gonna go to a delivery/carry­
out triage downtown,” she said. “We’re 
flexing as we navigate through this sit­
uation with state public health guide­
lines.”

The move to change parking down­
town comes as the region tries to come

See PARKING, Page 4A
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Tail Waggers staff member Susan Krajenke checks on a chihuahua at the Livonia 
veterinary clinic March 10. photos by john heider/hometownlife.com
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were equipped with plumbing and other 
needs for patient treatment.

The nonprofit now has a dedicated 
room for its pet food and office space for 
its employees.

Tail Waggers provides vaccines for 
cats and dogs, as well as heartworm 
testing and microchipping services. It 
eliminated spaying and neutering ser­
vices back in 2018 due to rising costs 
and last-minute cancellations, though 
Kuchinski said she’s hopeful that those 
services could eventually be brought 
back. More information on their offer­
ings, including prices, can be found at 
tailwaggersl990.org.

Clinic manager Kelly Robertson said 
while it’s only been a short time since 
the clinic began operations in its new 
space, she’s already noticing a differ­
ence.

“I only have to open one door to get to 
any of the people I need to get in contact 
with,” Robertson said. “We’re all much 
closer together.”

The move will hopefully bring new 
clients to the clinic and allow for addi­
tional growth. Making such a move, Ku­
chinski said, was due in part to the in­
spiration from the people and pets who 
use Tail Waggers’ services.

“How do you let these people down? 
How do you tell them you’re closing be­
cause of a little bit of financial hard­
ship?” she said. “We’ve gotten pretty 
confident that the community will con­
tinue to support us.”

Bentley, a friend of the office, peeks 
out cautiously from his hiding place.
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New seasons bring new
adventures...

Waltonwood offers an abundance of social opportunities along with time-saving amenities so your days are 
free to spend doing the things you enjoy most with the people you love.

A fresh, fun and interactive dining experience | Forever Fit wellness programs encouraging resident independence 
Life Enrichment programs allowing for opportunities of continued learning and special interests 

Housekeeping and maintenance teams providing a truly worry free lifestyle

Call and schedule a tour today!

Waltonwood
Carriage Park

(734) 335-4276
2250 N Canton Center Rd., Canton

Waltonwood.
Redefining Retirement Living

SINGH

WaltonwoodCherry Hill
(734) 335-1830

42600 Cherry Hill Rd., Canton

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care 
Follow us on Facebook! @WaltonwoodCherryHill and @WaltonwoodCarriagePark
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LETTER FROM GANNETT’S PRESIDENTS OF NEWS AND ADVERTISINGTime to rally

Together, let’s support local businesses, 
the bedrock of our communities

Our news organizations have al­
ways had a special relationship 
with their local business Communi­
ty- Reporters keep tabs on what’s 
moving in and out, chronicling the 
changing face of Main Street and 
the stalwart businesses that have 
spanned generations. Sales repre­
sentatives work closely with local 
businesses to help them promote 
their goods and services, celebrate 
their successes and offer deals to 
new customers. We sponsor many 
community events, and our leaders 
serve on local business associa­
tions.

As America has seemingly shut 
down overnight with the spreading 
coronavirus pandemic, our local 
business community has acutely 
felt the loss of its customers and its 
community.

Restaurants that were bustling 
until just days ago, preparing for 
patio weather and taking reserva­
tions for upcoming birthdays and 
work events, now sit empty and un­
sure of when diners will next pass 
through their doors.

Local gyms and daycare facili­
ties, which increased their cleaning 
regimens in recent weeks, have 
made the difficult decision to close 
in the hopes that it’s only tempor­
ary.

Countless downtown storefronts 
that relied heavily on foot traffic 
that isn’t there anymore are looking 
at their bottom lines, wondering 
how long they can weather the 
storm.
And so it is at this precipitous 

time that we’re reaching out to im­
plore our communities to offer a 
strong show of support for their lo­
cal businesses. Just as we are doing 
all we can to bring vital news and in­
formation to help keep residents 
safe through this crisis, we feel just

as strongly about supporting the lo­
cal business community.

The safety measures that have 
forced us indoors and away from 
others to help stop the spread of 
COVID-19 are the right thing to do. 
We’re confident our strength and 
resilience will carry us through. But 
we also recognize our small busi­
ness owners need us more than ever 
as they take their own precautions.

To emerge from this with our 
communities strong and intact, we 
need to ensure that what makes 
them special — the coffeeshop 
down the road, the local car dealer­

ship and our neighborhood music 
teachers — are able to stay afloat.

While we may not be able to give 
them our patronage in person right 
now, there is much we can do to 
show our support.

Visit your favorite restaurant’s 
website and purchase gift cards for 
yourself and others to keep some 
money flowing to their bottom lines. 
If those restaurants are still offering 
take-out or delivery, make a point to 
order from them now and again 
soon. And get gift cards for massage 
studios, arts and crafts store, local 
jungle gyms and myriad other busi­

nesses.
If your local shops sell their mer­

chandise online, make purchases — 
even if the goods won’t be available 
right away.

If you’re shopping online for 
things you’ll need while in self­
quarantine, like home exercise 
equipment or activities for the kids, 
seek out local businesses to make 
these purchases.

If you use a service provider who 
won’t be needed or can’t provide 
that service right now — a dog walk­
er, house cleaner, day care provider, 
a lawn service or any of the other 
folks who keep our lives in order 
and make them better — consider 
paying the person or company re­
gardless so they’ll be there for you 
again when this is over.

Also, visit the websites of your 
favorite local businesses, and you’ll 
find that many are offering dis­
counts or telling their customers 
how they can assist. Many are get­
ting creative and changing their 
business models already to offer 
services remotely or shipping their 
merchandise to their customers.

We're also committed to doing 
our part and will introduce new 
tools in the coming days to help fa­
cilitate support for the business 
community.

At a time when much feels out of 
our control, there’s plenty we can do 
to help our local businesses survive 
this.

In recent days, we’ve all seen the 
incredible efforts they’ve taken for 
us, from additional cleaning to lim­
ited hours to ample hand sanitizer 
at the checkout. Now, let’s do what 
we can do for them.

Maribel Perez Wadsworth is 
president of Gannett’s news divi­
sion

Kevin Gentzel is Gannett’s presi­
dent of advertising
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CRAFTSHOW
MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL

(2380 S MILFORD RD, HIGHLAND CHARTER TWP. Ml 48357)
MAY 2, 2020 • 10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Over 100 booths. For exhibitor space visit
smetankacraftshows.com

or contact Joe at
smetankacraftshows@gmail.com

or call 810-658-0440.
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Downtowns continue to support businesses

Farmington has temporarily relaxed its parking restrictions along Grand River so 
that local restaurants can bring out food orders to patrons waiting in their cars.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

While restaurants continue to oper­
ate on a carryout basis only, area down­
towns are continuing to support busi­
nesses and visitors.

Here’s what each community is do­
ing in response to life seemingly grind­
ing to a halt for the foreseeable future.

Farmington
The city has decided to make the 

parking spots along Grand River Avenue 
and Grove Street temporary parking to 
better assist restaurants serving carry­
out food orders downtown. Parking for 
eateries along Grand River is available 
along the street for quick trips and addi­
tional parking is available in city lots be­
hind several downtown buildings.

South Lyon
The downtown’s Facebook page has 

been continually sharing updates from 
the city, as well as sharing posts made 
by loci businesses and restaurants up­
dating customers and tips for support­
ing local business going forward.

South Lyon city hall is closed to the 
public.

Milford
The village has suspended parking

meter usage for the time being and on­
street parking in downtown Milford 
along Main Street is free.

The downtown development author­
ity (meetmeinmilford.com) has com­
piled a full list of restaurants that are 
serving carryout.

Northville
The Downtown.Northville Facebook 

page is sharing information from local 
businesses, as well as providing a list of

restaurants serving carryout.
The page has passed along news 

from other entities such as the Tipping 
Point Theatre, which canceled its per­
formance of “The Baxter Sisters” set to 
take the stage in April.

The page is also sharing resources for 
residents and businesses from the city 
of Northville and Northville Township.

Plymouth
The Plymouth Downtown Develop­

ment Authority has compiled a list of 
the activity for many businesses in 
downtown Plymouth, updating the list 
on a regular basis with new information 
as it becomes available.

They’ve shared the list on Facebook 
on a daily basis, and have relayed infor­
mation from local businesses and the 
city government regarding coronavirus 
updates.

Livonia
While there’s no specific downtown 

in Livonia, the city’s chamber of com­
merce has put together a list on its web­
site of all the eateries currently provid­
ing carryout: livonia.org/restaurants. 
The list will be updated regularly.

Wayne
The Wayne Main Street Facebook 

page has shared information from local 
businesses on changes in hours, as well 
as the status of area eateries still selling 
food on a carryout basis.

Garden City
The Downtown Garden City Face- 

book page has been sharing updates 
from local businesses on operating 
hours and openings.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.

John Cowley and Sons Irish pub employee Alicia Higgins brings out a meal 
to Ed Shrum on March 17 in downtown Farmington. John heider/hometownlife.com

Parking
Continued from Page 1A

to grips with the shutdown in response 
to the coronavirus.

With eateries no longer allowed to 
serve dine-in patrons, many have begun 
to get creative in serving their food.

Drew Hundley, general manager at 
the Basement Burger Bar at 33316 Grand 
River, said the popular burger spot will 
serve customers on a carryout basis 
who call in ahead of time.

“It’ll definitely help (to have reserved 
parking),” he said. “We’ll be getting a lot 
of our local veterans.”

Hundley said they’ll take orders over 
the phone and are taking efforts to keep 
the kitchen and staff safe and clean, in­
cluding only accepting card payments 
and limiting the number of people in­
side.

“We would rather do credit cards and 
not worry about handling cash,” he said. 
“People can call but we’re not allowing 
them to stay in the building.”

Knight said other eateries have also 
taken steps to continue business, in­
cluding John Cowley and Sons Irish 
pub, which served up St. Patrick’s Day 
dinners to-go.

“Many of our restaurants do have

carryout options, they’ve always been 
able to do it,” she said. “Others are 
quickly shifting gears to figure it out.”

Greg Cowley, one of the owners of the 
pub at 33338 Grand River, said he had 
plenty of food ready to serve that had 
been ordered before the mandated 
dine-in shutdown.

He said a skeleton crew worked in the 
restaurant to prepare meals and will ac­
cept orders via phone or by online or­
dering, a service that’s gotten more at- 
tention.in recent days.

“We’re doing the full dinner menu. 
Today is corned beef and cabbage,” he 
said on St. Patrick’s Day. “I’ve got 400 
pounds of corned beef and that’s gonna 
be the special for a while.”

The restaurant will be open to take 
orders from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. for the time 
being, though Cowley said that could 
change in the future depending on how 
business goes and how long the shut­
down lasts.

Other places downtown, including 
the Farmington Civic Theater, have 
closed in response to Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer’s executive orders limiting the 
operations of places like restaurants, 
theaters and gyms.

Cowley asks patrons to come in 
through the restaurant’s back door to 
pick up their meal orders.

And if you’ve got a hankering for beer

from the tap, he’s ready for that as well: 
the Irish pub has a takeout license for 
beer and wine, allowing customers to 
take home the bar’s drinks in a safe, 
sealed container.

“If anybody’s got a growler, I can fill it

up,” he said. “We’re going to keep the 
flag flying.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter @da- 
vidveselenak.

Schools
Continued from Page 1A 

pickup location.
Pickup locations will be open from 

11a.m. to 1p.m.
S Churchill High School, 8900 New­

burgh, near field house entrance
9 Franklin High School, 31000 Joy, in 

Performing Arts Center
8 Stevenson High School, 33500 Six 

Mile, in Performing Arts Center

Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools
On March 23 and 30, the district will 

give out three- or five-day supplies of 
breakfast and lunch food to students 18 
years old or younger. Supplies can be 
picked up from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at John 
Glenn High School, 36105 Marquette.

The district is also encouraging the 
community to utilize pantrynet.org to 
find a food pantry near them. Within 
five miles of each school in the district, 
there are at least 10 pantries or churches 
that provide food to those who need it.

Farmington Public Schools
Families in the Farmington district 

can get five day’s worth of breakfast and 
lunch for kids. Breakfasts will be ready 
to eat and lunches will be ready to cook.

The district provided food from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesday and Fri­
day at Farmington High School, 32000 
Shiawassee, near guard shack; North 
Farmington High School, 32900 W. 13 
Mile, far west entrance; and East Middle

School, 25000 Middlebelt, east side of 
the building.

Buses distributed food Thursday 
across the community.

If you need food distributed, as well if 
you plan to pick up food, district officials 
ask you fill out a survey at www.far- 
mington.kl2.mi.us.

Personal hygiene items will also be 
available to those in need at Longacre 
Elementary, 34850 Arundel; Lanigan 
Elementary, 23800 Tuck; Beechview El­
ementary, 26850 Westmeath; Power 
Middle, 34740 Rhonswood; and the 
Maxfield Education Center, 32789 West 
Ten Mile.

Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools

The school district offers breakfast 
and lunch free to kids. Families can pick 
up meals on a weekly basis while 
schools are closed. Families are wel­
come to pick up free meals for all kids 
every Wednesday during the school clo­
sure period.

Each package contains breakfast and 
lunch for five days. This program is for 
all kids 18 and younger, as well as stu­
dents ages 18 to 26 who are serviced 
with an Individualized Education Plan 
in the community.

Curbside pickup programs run from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesdays at:

I Salem High School, 46181 Joy Road, 
Canton

I Starkweather Academy, 39750 Joy 
Road, Plymouth

I Discovery Middle School, 45083 
Hanford Road, Canton

I Liberty Middle School, 46250 
Cherry Hill Road, Canton

8 West Middle School, 44401Ann Ar­
bor Trail, Plymouth

I Eriksson Elementary, 1275 Hagger­
ty Road, Canton

Redford Union Schools
While schools remain closed. Red- 

ford Union will provide free meals to 
students younger than 18. Children can 
pick up meals with or without a parent.

Students can pick up breakfast and 
lunch Monday through Friday. Friday 
pickup will include enough food to last 
the weekend. School buses can also de­
liver meals to students in need.

For more information, call 313-242- 
6133.

Here’s where students can get meals 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.:

I Beech Elementary, 19990 Beech 
Daly: Behind the building at the small 
loading dock

I Hilbert Middle School, 26440 Puri­
tan: Circle drive on Lexington

I Redford Union High School, 17715 
Brady: Side entrance facing Curtis 
Street

Clarenceville School District
Students can stop by Clarenceville 

High School, 20155 Middlebelt, from 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays to pick up two-day supplies 
of breakfast and lunch.

The food is available to all students 
age 18 and younger and will continue 
until in-person classes resume. For 
those who cannot physically make it to 
Clarenceville High, a mobile route will 
deliver to different locations in the dis­
trict.

For questions, call 248-919-0400.

Free food service began Monday for 
Garden City students. Those in need 
can pick up breakfast and lunch from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. weekdays at Garden City 
High School, 1333 Radcliff, or Farming- 
ton Elementary, 33411 Marquette.

Students must be present to receive 
the meals.

All South Redford students can pick­
up breakfast and lunch if they need to. 
Pickup locations will give one day’s 
worth of food for free. Adults can also 
get the same amount for $5.

Pickup locations will be open from 
9-10:30 a.m. on weekdays:

8 Thurston High School, 26255 
Schoolcraft

8 Pierce Middle School, 25605 
Orangelawn

8 Addams Elementary School, 14025 
Berwyn

8 Fisher Elementary School, 10000 
Crosley

8 Jefferson Elementary School, 
26555 Westfif d

i Vandenfc g Elementary School, 
24901 Cathed. d

8 Redford Community Center, 12121 
Hemingway

The district will also drive its school 
bus routes every morning for those who 
cannot get to a pickup location.

For more information, visit 
www.southredford.org.

Garden City Public Schools

South Redford School District
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Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Abe A. Munfakh
Abe A. Munfakh passed 

away March 13, 2020 at 
the age of 79. He was 
born in Syria February 
8, 1941 to Antoine and 
Antoinette Munfakh.
He is deeply loved and 
survived by his wife Dar­
lene, his daughters Lai- 
la (Michael) Carr and 
Jennifer (Scott) Shaw, 
his grandchildren Emily 
Carr, Noelle Carr and Colleen Shaw. Also sur­
viving are his 4 brothers George (Jimmie) Mun­
fakh, Robert (Brooke) Munfa, Nasri (Therese) 
Munfakh and Nabil Munfakh, his brother-in-law 
Stephen (Becky) Kali and many nieces and neph­
ews. Funeral Wednesday, 10:30 at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Church, 47650 N. Territorial Rd., 
Plymouth. Visitation at Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home, 280 S. Main St., Plymouth, Tuesday 4-8PM 
and Wednesday at church 10AM until Funeral 
Service. Prayers will be held Tuesday 7:30 PM at 
the funeral home. To leave a condolence www. 
schrader-howell.com

J§cljrat>er-33amell
FUNERAL HOUE

In Memory of

Alden A. Sawyer
Alden A. Sawyer, son 

of the late Lester and 
Marguerite Sawyer, born 
May 3, 1931. Alden lost 
his long batde with can­
cer and joined the Lord 
on March 17, 2020. He 
attended St. Michael’s 
Catholic school, graduat­
ed from Plymouth High 
School and continued his 
education at Madonna 
University. Alden raised his family of 4 children 
with the late Mary Sawyer in the house he built 
on Stamford. He served 5 years in the Navy be­
fore beginning his career of 47 years in the city 
of Livonia as fire fighter, inspector, Fire Marshall 
and emergency preparedness director. Alden was 
an active member of Unity Church of Livonia, 
where he met his current wife, Lynn Sawyer. He 
is also survived by his children, Stephen (Julie) 
Sawyer, Charles Sawyer, and Patricia (Rodney) 
Burling, his step-children Patrick (Sarah) Holtz- 
mann and Carissa (Robert) Mayes, as well as 28 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, several 
nieces and nephews and predeceased by brother, 
Lester Sawyer and son, John A Sawyer. Besides 
spending time with family and friends, Alden had 
a passion for spending time outdoors, golfing, 
fishing, boating, and landscaping. He had a bright 
personality, loved sweets and was known for his 
dry sense of humor. Throughout his lifetime he 
made many friends, touched many lives and was 
highly respected in his community. A memorial 
service will be held at a later date.

smmeijou 
becomes a memory, 

the memory 
becomes a treasure,
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OPENING IN 2020
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Anthology Senior Living
HOW LEASING in Novi, Ml, Anthology Senior Living communities offer the 

best in care, accommodations, culinary and community experiences. Call or stop by our 
information/leasing office today to see and hear what Anthology of Novi is all about. 

Become a Charter Club Member and receive" COCl© in exclusive savings and benefits!

Email: lnfo-Nov!(cDAnthologySeniorLiving.corn

VISIT OUR IN FOR MAT SON 8s LEASING OFFICE:
42400 W. 12 Mile Rd., / Novi, Ml 48377

•/ ELEGANT ACCOMMODATIONS / PERSONALIZED SERVICES & AMENITIES / CONNECTED COMMUNITY
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Ignagni aims to resurrect Salem program
Andrew Vailliencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Rebuilding the Salem football pro­
gram will be a challenge, but it’s one 
new head coach Patrick Ignagni is ready 
to tackle.

Ignagni was hired in mid-December' 
to replace Justin Reed, who was fired af­

ter two seasons as head 
coach. He brings a wealth 
of coaching experience to 
the program that he 
hopes to rebuild.

Ignagni was the defen­
sive line coach at Monroe Ignagni 
St. Mary Catholic Central 
High School for the past five seasons. 
He won a state championship in No­

vember with St. Mary Catholic Central 
after it defeated Maple City Glen Lake, 
7-0, in the Division 6 final. A few weeks 
later, he was hired by the Rocks.

“'it was a bit of a whirlwind to be hon­
est with you,” Ignagni said. “It’s intimi­
dating to be interviewing with (Salem 
Athletic Director and former Canton 
coach) Tim Baechler and (former Ply­
mouth coach) Jay Blaylock on the inter­

view committee just because they had 
so much success at Canton and Ply­
mouth.”

Ignagni is quite familiar with Salem 
already. He was an assistant coach for 
the school for eight seasons from the 
2008-2015 under coach Kurt Britnell. He 
was the team’s defensive coordinator

See IGNAGNI, Page 2B

High school seniors cope 
with loss of postseason
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A week ago, the sports world con­
tinued turning, at least at the high 
school level.

Teams throughout Michigan took the 
court. With the emergence of coronavi- 
rus in the state of Michigan, conversa­
tions about limiting the number of fans

in the gym for the district final and on, 
possibly leading to teams playing in 
empty gyms for the remainder of the 
season had already started.

But for 32 minutes, basketball re­
mained the same.

In the hours that followed, the Michi­
gan High School Athletics Association 
joined the rest of the world, suspending 
all postseason tournaments immedi­

ately and indefinitely, leaving state ti­
tles in boys and girls basketball, hock­
ey, boys swim and dive, and girls gym­
nastics unfilled.

For three seniors on the Canton, 
South Lyon East and Northville boys 
basketball teams, they had no idea 
that when they stepped off the court

See LOSS, Page 2B

AO-state HS 
hockey teams 
announced
Andrew Vailliencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The winter sports season has been 
indefinitely suspended and may not be 
completed, but that doesn’t mean the 
state’s top athletes can’t be recog­
nized.

The Michigan High School Hockey 
Coaches Association released its list of 
all-state honorees for all three divi­
sions.

The Hometown Life area has a 
number of honorees in all three divi­
sions.

Detroit Catholic Central and Livo­
nia Stevenson lead area teams with six 
honorees each, while Brother Rice has 
five.

Here are the complete teams for all 
three divisions:

Division 1 — First-team forwards
5 Matthew Cole, Saginaw Heritage 
1 Jason Crossland, Dearborn Unit­

ed
1 Dylan Dooley, Detroit Catholic 

Central
1 Stefan Frantti, Howell 
9 Kyle Gaffney, Detroit Catholic 

Central
9 Devan Grayshaw, Salem 
I Will Jentz, Brighton 
I Luke Metropoulos, Cabrini 
1 Kaleb Miller, Bay Reps 
9 Kris Petryla, Orchard Lake St. Ma­

ry’s
I Brady Rappuhn, Saginaw Heri­

tage
1 Alex Schaumburger, Salem

Division 1 — Second-team 
forwards

9 Matthew Babinski, Midland 
I Joey Gavlinski, Macomb Dakota
6 Benj Bultema, Grand Rapids 

Christian
I Daniel Bendele, Capital City 
1 Mason Conner, Lapeer 
S Anthony Dimitrievski, Detroit 

Catholic Central
I Matt Herniman, Muskegon 

Reeths-Puffer
1 Brady MacDonald, Brighton 
I Jack Myers, Rochester United 
1 Everett Pietila, Howell 
9 Michael Schermerhorn, Traverse 

City West
9 Matthew Witt, Midland

Division 1 — Honorable-mention 
forwards

B Ryan Blackburn, Hudsonville

See HOCKEY, Page 3B

BANKING THAT GIVES YOU
3o/n PREMIER 

apy CHECKING
S v

Breathe easy with zero monthly fees and no minimum balance requirements.
Visit CFCU.ORG/EarnMore or cal! 
(877) 937-2328 to find out more.

Community 
lir Financial

right here right for you

‘Earn 3.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) when monthly requirements are 
met. Rates as of 1/30720, subject to change. Federally insured by NCUA.

r



jan——

Patrick Ignagni will be Salem’s new football coach. “It was a bit of a whirlwind to 
be honest with you,” he said of the process, courtesy of Patrick ignagni

Ignagni
Continued from Page IB

for six of those seasons.
“I do think the park is a unique place,” 

Ignagni said. “It is a little different when 
your student-athletes are going to class 
everyday with their competitors. Work­
ing on group projects together, collabo­
rating together. It does make it a unique 
athletic environment because the rival­
ries are very fierce when the game 
starts, but you have to be able to interact 
with each other off the field.”

One of his first tasks in taking over for 
a program that went 0-9 last year will be 
to drum up interest in the student body. 
Sandwiched between two successful 
programs in Canton and Plymouth, he 
needs to convince students that they 
truly can take Salem to the next level 
and be on the same level as the other 
park schools.

“I think the very first thing is getting 
out and talking to student athletes and 
letting them know that it’s an opportu­
nity for a fresh start,” Ignagni said. “I’ve 
been very fortunate to be around a great 
program for the last five years and have 
learned that what the Salem student- 
athletes do, it’s in their control. The way 
you work in the weight room, the way 
you practice on the practice field, the 
way you prepare yourself through 
watching film and doing all the right 
things. It’s within their grasp if they 
choose to take advantage of the oppor­
tunity.”

This fall, he said the focus will be on 
becoming competitive and establishing 
a foundation of hard work. Once that 
foundation is built, the program can 
continue to take steps towards making 
the playoffs.

Salem last made the playoffs in 2017 
in Britnell’s last year. Since the school 
had back-to-back 6-3 seasons in 1996- 
97, Salem has only had two winning sea­
sons.

“What greater challenge and what 
greater victory is there than resurrec­
ting Salem’s program,” Ignagni said. 
“Thaf s something you can remember 
for life.”

The KLAA West is one of the most 
challenging divisions in the state. State 
runner-up Brighton, defending division 
champion Plymouth and Canton loom 
on the schedule, while Howell, Har- 
tland, Northville and Novi also pose a 
threat.

Ignagni said his teams will focus on 
running the ball first and playing tough, 
physical and fundamentally sound foot­
ball on both sides of the ball. He will run 
a multiple front defense that adapts to 
each opponent.

“The long term goal is always to win,” 
Ignagni said. “For better or for worse, ev­
erybody is going to measure any football 
program out there by what happens on 
Friday nights. The first step in that plan 
is learning how to work and how to be 
competitive, but the long range goal is 
always to win and build a competitive 
program that opponents have to pre­
pare for and respect.”

Outside of football, Ignagni is a social

studies teacher and has taught at Can­
ton for the last 17 years. In January, he 
switched over to Salem High School 
where he will continue to teach.
He’s excited for the upcoming season 

and hopes he can make a positive im­
pact on his new student-athletes both 
on and off the field.

“It’s a very special job, being a head 
football coach,” Ignagni said. “Football 
is an amazing game that requires so 
many different people to buy in for the 
good of the team. There are other sports 
where one supremely talented player

can take over, but football you have to 
have guys all on the same page. It’s a 
huge challenge to orchestrate and set a 
vision for a program, but it’s a wonder­
ful challenge. You can help so many 
young men learn how to work hard, how 
to be self-motivated, self-disciplined. 
You are truly teaching people how to de­
lay gratification to work for something 
in their life.”

Contact reporter Andrew Vaillien- 
court at availlienc@hometownlife.com 
or 810-923-0659. Send game results and 
stats to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

Loss
Continued from Page IB

after their district-semifinal wins were 
likely the last time they would ever step 
on a high school court as a player.

‘There’s no way’
Last Thursday afternoon, Canton 

senior forward Jake Vickers got a text 
from his mom saying the playoffs have 
been suspended.
He looked at it, saying, “There’s no 

way.”
“I thought it was fake at first,” Vickers 

said.
Vickers always knew it was a possi­

bility, watching as sports at the college 
and professional level shut down be­
cause of COVID-19.

But when it became a reality, it did 
not hurt any less.

“It’s tough, man,” Vickers said. 
“Knowing that I might have played my 
last high school game and I didn’t know 
it at the time just shows that you can’t 
take anything for granted.

“This season was very important to 
me. We had a chance to do what no oth­
er team in Canton history has done. I 
played with my brother; this was the 
first time being able to play with my 
brother, so for it to end so quickly, it’s 
tough.”

Canton had been rolling, winning 
four of its past five games — falling to 
Howell in the KLAA tournament final by 
four points.

In the first practice after the an­
nouncement, Vickers, along with the 
other senior captain Ben Stesiak, made 
it their priority to boost morale.

Vickers said he wanted to keep his 
teammates’ heads up, encouraging 
them to stay positive during the time of 
uncertainty.

Vickers gave the underclassmen a 
glimpse into what he expects his legacy 
at Canton will be.

“We’ve always been built around be­
ing hard-working,” Vickers said. “We 
don’t always have the biggest guys, the 
most athletic guys, but we always find a 
way to get it done.”

Canton’s Jake Vickers, center, drives in for a basket against Pioneer while teammate Ben Stesiak watches.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Night and day
Nick Branton had just woken up from 

a midday nap.
The South Lyon East senior forward 

had just helped the Cougars beat rival 
South Lyon in overtime. He remem­
bered the loud student section at Brigh­
ton, giving it their best effort to win the 
season series against the Lions.

But just after waking up, possibly 
thinking about a district final game 
against Ann Arbor Skyline, Branton got 
a call from his teammate.

“I could hear it in his voice, he was 
pretty distressed about it,” Branton 
said.

The teammate told Branton about the 
suspension, about how South Lyon 
East’s season — the first winning sea­
son in the program’s history — could be 
over.

“Every other year, we knew when the 
season was up because we had lost. It 
really felt as if it was over,” Branton said. 
“This year, I just don’t think it has kicked

v ~

in yet because there is a slight possibil­
ity. It doesn’t feel like it’s over.”
When Branton looks back at this 

team compared to teams’ past at South 
Lyon East, it’s a night-and-day differ­
ence.

Over the course of his final season 
with the Cougars, Branton said he 
helped the senior class set a precedent 
in terms of playing as a team, caring 
about the teammates around you, in- 
graining something that was not evi­
dent in the teams of five or six years ago.

With that approach, South Lyon East 
had the chance to do something no oth­
er team had before: win a district title.

But that mentality has defined Bran- 
ton’s time with the Cougars. To him, it’s 
not about building a legacy for the 
school, but building a legacy for those he 
played with.

“I just want to be remembered by my 
teammates, once we have all gone off 
and done our own things,” Branton said. 
“I’m not striving to be remembered by 
East.”

The future
Zach Shoemaker had all the same 

feelings as many high school athletes: 
anger, confusion, sadness.

But when the suspension was called, 
Shoemaker, along with the rest of the 
Northville senior class, was called for a 
meeting with head coach Todd Sander.

They talked about life, about the cor- 
onavirus and how it was affecting the 
world.

They talked about future plans, 
about basketball and how it might be 
over for this group.

More importantly, though, they 
talked about the future of Northville 
basketball. They talked about the junior 
class, how they can be best equipped to 
succeed next season.

For Shoemaker, it was not about him. 
It was about what was coming next.

“The juniors, they don’t really get to 
play a lot, but they work hard every sin­
gle practice, running through different 
team stuff, defending really well, run­

ning their defense really well, giving us 
a really good look at what teams might 
play,” Shoemaker said.

The six Northville seniors set the ex­
pectation.

The Mustangs came into the district 
final against Canton with anl8-4 record, 
winning each of their six games.

“We were the best team Northville 
ever had,” Shoemaker said. “We were 
the hardest working group. Like I said, 
rewrite history: 22 years since the last 
district title, and I feel like we really 
could have had it.”

But deep down, Shoemaker said, he 
had a gut feeling that it would be the 
end.

So, he shifted the focus on what was 
next, to continue the trend that he and 
the other seniors set.

“We are just a really tough, knitty 
group,” Shoemaker said. “We work hard, 
really all day, every single practice.”

That’s the expectation Shoemaker 
leaves to the junior class.

cgay@hometownlife. com
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Farmington United’s Bryn Sommerfeldt has been listed as a Division 1 second-team goaltender in the Michigan High School 
Hockey Coaches Association’s list of all-state honorees. hometownlife.com file photos

Brother Rice goalie Cooper Duncan has been listed in the Division 2 second team.

Hockey
Continued from Page IB

Ethan Bond, Capital City
I Austin Douma, Lowell/Caledonia 
B Jonathan Dubbink, Grandville 
I Josh Dudovitz, M-l United 
I Chris Dundas, Orchard Lake St. 

Mary’s
B Tyler Esman, Traverse City West 
1 Jason Geiger, Utica Eisenhower 
1 Ethan Houck, Saginaw Heritage 
I Matt Kanaras, Rochester United 
B Luke Nickolaus, Byron Center 
B Luke Tratar, Dearborn United

Division 1 — First-team 
defensemen

B Ashton Bol, Grand Rapids, Chris­
tian

B Trevor Davis, Byron Center 
B Gordie Husted, Detroit Catholic 

Central
I Brendan Miles, Detroit Catholic 

Central
B Shane Romback, Macomb Dakota 
B Dominic Rossi, Howell

Division 1 — Second-team 
defensemen

i Jeffrey Deriemacker, LAnse Cruese 
Unified

B Josh Froysland, Byron Center 
B Chris Hawkins, Muskegon Reeths- 

Puffer
B Sam Militello, Utica Eisenhower 
B Evan Taylor, Cabrini 
B John-Michael Weston, Saginaw 

Heritgage

Division 1 — Honorable mention 
defensemen

B Aaron Ackerson, Bay Reps 
B Adam Ahmed, Dearborn United 
i Jack Noordeweir, Grand Rapids 

Christian
B Keith Pilut, Troy United 
B Josh Reece, Traverse City West 
fl Nathan Witt, Midland

Division 1 — First-team 
goaltenders

B Adam Blust, Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral

B Jack Mastronardi, Macomb Dakota 
B Jacob Winters, Saginaw Heritage

Division 1 — Second-team 
goaltenders

fl Caden Fisher, Grandville 
fl Chris Wozniak, Brighton 
B Bryn Sommerfeldt, Farmington 

United

Division 1 — Honorable-mention 
goaltenders

1 Salvatore Carabelli, Utica Eisen­
hower

B Judd Lawson, Bay Reps 
B Rem Van Wert, Salem

Division 2 — First-team forwards
fl Hunter Allen, Trenton 
B Gaetanno Cammarata, Marquette 
B D.J. Dixon, Birmingham Brother 

Rice
B Charlie Douglass, Traverse City 

Central
I Jon Gardiner, South Lyon United 
fl Brenden Heard, Livonia Stevenson 
fl Jackson Kocur, Tri-Valley 
B Jacob Komoelje, Bfownstown 

Woodhaven
fl Seth Lause, Livonia Stevenson 
I Ryan Murphy, Birmingham Brother 

Rice
S Adam Pietila, Hartland 
B Ian Smith, Plymouth

Division 2 — Second-team 
forwards

B Brendan Allen, Plymouth 
I Nick Aown, Petoskey 
fl Cooper Derath, Okemos 
B Hugo Fonovic, Canton 
B Ben Getzen, White Lake Lakeland 
B Ethan Holt, Trenton 
fl Ethan Kotre, Ann Arbor Pioneer 
fl Nick Marone, Birmingham Brother 

Rice
B Dylan McMullen, Davison 
B Jamie Newton, Ann Arbor Skyline 
fl Jeffrey Schmidt, Davison 
fl Ethan Silverstone, Escanaba 
I Connor Winegar, Muskegon Mona 

Shores

Division 2 — Honorable-mention 
forwards

B Cooper Anderson, Marquette 
B Jacob Anderson, Livonia Steven­

son
I Evan Bliss, Brownstown Wood- 

haven
fl Kieran Carlile, Hartland 
B Will Dawson, Traverse City Central 
B Brendan Dickinson, Port Huron

Northern
fl Brendan Finn, Lake Orion 
B Ansel Frosts, Marquette 
B Ty Langlois, Muskegon Mona 

Shores
fl Kade Manzo, Lake Orion 
fl Hunter Maschke, Portage Central 
fl Tyler Nickelson, Forest Hills North­

ern-Eastern
I Gabe Partridge, Kenowa Hills 
fl Mitch Skamiera, South Lyon Unit­

ed

Division 2 — First-team 
defensemen

I Derek Hebner, Petoskey 
I Nick Justic, Livonia Stevenson 
I Dakota Kott, Hartland 
B Isaac Lippert, Ann Arbor Skyline 
I Gregory Obrycki, Trenton 
fl Jakob Peterson, Marquette

Division 2 — Second-team 
defensemen

fl Ayden Adamic, Livonia Stevenson 
I Alex Andoni, Birmigham Brother 

Rice
i Casen Faustyn, Okemos 
fl Justin Hayward, Portage Central 
I Nathan Overton, Brownstown 

Woodhaven
i Ethan VanderRoest, Traverse City 

Central

Division 2 — Honorable-mention 
defensemen

fl Owen Arnold, White Lake Lakeland 
fl Andrew Fedrizzi, Marquette 
fl Nick Haag, Lake Orion 
fl Caleb Kneiding, Trenton 
fl Connor Moore, Brownstown 

Woodhaven
fl Justin Winegar, Muskegon Mona 

Shores
I Matthew Zaremba, White Lake 

Lakeland

Division 2 — First-team 
goaltenders

I Liam Beerman, Marquette 
fl Joey Cormier, Trenton 
I Brenden Stroble, Livonia Steven­

son

Division 2 — Second-team 
goaltenders

B Cooper Duncan, Birmingham 
Brother Rice

fl Michael Leighton, Ann Arbor Pio­
neer

fl Andrew Lowen, South Lyon United

Division 2 — Honorable-mention 
goaltenders

B Brenden Cobb, Ann Arbor Skyline 
S Jeremy Kahan, Bloomfield Hills 
fl Kyler Lowden, Forest Hills North- 

ern-Estern
fl Dominic Wendel, Davison

Division 3 — First-team forwards
i Luke Blasy, Midland Dow 
B Gavin Holmes, Riverview 
I Mason Kelly, Forest Hills Central 
fl Lucas Krol, Detroit Country Day 
fl Dean Loukus, Calumet 
B Scott Loukus, Calumet 
5 Jacob Onstott, Grand Rapids 

Catholic Central
fl Tanner Rowe, Calumet 
B Austin Salani, Hancock 
I Sebastian Smith, Pinckney 
fl Keegan Spitz, Grosse Pointe South 
fl Nathan Vazquez, Riverview Gabriel 

Richard

Division 3 — Second-team 
forwards

S Cam Agnew, Mattawan 
i Austin Combs, Milford 
13 Logan Gotinsky, Detroit Country 

Day
9 Ryan Herzog, Riverview 
fl Andrew Hovey, Mount Pleasant 
fl. Max Marquette, Detroit U-D Jesuit 
fl Willie McGuire, St. Mary Catholic 

Central
fl Adam Strehlke, Grosse Pointe 

South
fl Tucker Tapani, Houghton 
fl Tyler Valik, Chelsea 
S Gabe Vowles, Chelsea 
I Doug Wood, Grosse Pointe Liggett

Division 3 — Honorable-mention 
forwards

I Eddie Agamov, Cranbrook King-

swood
I Cole Beaufait, Forest Hills Central 
i Owen Campbell, Jackson Lumen 

Christi
fl Joey Carpenter, Flint Powers 

Catholic
fl Thomas Crandell, Big Rapids 
I J.T. Hazard, Ann Arbor Gabriel 

Richard
i Ryan Jeffreys Forest Hills Central 
S Brendan Maly, Freeland-Nouvel- 

Valley
fl Nathan Malinowski, East Grand 

Rapids
I Joey Mocnik, Allen Park 
i Brendan Rachfal, Allen Park 
1 Ryley Sikkenga, East Grand Rapids 
I Billy VanSumeren, Midland Dow 
1 Tim Washburn, Flint Powers 

Catholic
fl Jack Wineman, Cranbrook King- 

swood

Division 3 — First-team 
defensemen

fl Quinton Gove, Ann Arbor Gabriel 
Richard

I Ty Halonen, Houghton, 
fl Gino Sessa, Detroit Country Day 
1 Jake Spitz, Grosse Pointe South 
fl Jacob Thomas, Detroit Country 

Day
B Brendan Zemke, Detroit U-D Jesuit

Division 3 — Second-team 
defensemen

i Alex Chapie, Detroit U-D Jesuit 
§ Lincoln Beiring, Calumet 
fl Jake Emery, River Gabriel Richard 
fl Sam Gomo, Gaylord 
B Austin leuter, Midland Dow 
§ Dan Juzych, Cranbrook Kingswood 
fl Nathan Magler, Allen Park 
fl Leyton Stenman, Crabrook King­

swood

Division 3 — Honorable-mention 
defensemen

fl Kazuma Bowring, Milford 
S Hayden Sarjeant, Forest Hills Cen­

tral
B Gene Hendrickson, Jackson Lu­

men Christi
B Cam Kauppinen, Calumet 
B Kyle Barbour, Flint Powers Catholic 
1 Austin Selmi, Pinckney

Division 3 — First-team 
goaltenders

B Drew Adams, Riverview Gabriel 
Richard

fl Will Strickler, Grosse Pointe South 
fl Alex Studebaker, Calumet

Division 3 — Second-team 
goaltenders

fl Lucas Henderson, Jackson Lumen 
Christi

S Collin Lamanski, Midland Dow 
I Jimmy Pietila, Houghton

Division 3 — Honorable-mention 
goaltenders

fl Owen Bonham, Grosse He 
fl Gavin Brady, Forest Hills Central 
I Teddy Ecker, Pontiac Notre Dame 

Prep
§ Tate Potteiger, East Grand Rapids 
fl Adam Yost, Dearborn Divine Child
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PUZZLE CORNER
ACROSS

1 Sop up
7 Liquor
14 Spins
20 “Amen to 

that!”
21 Actress 

Hudgens
22 Abate
23 Start of a 

riddle
25 Batter’s miss
26 Do wrong
27 Pol with a 

six-yr. post
28 Me, to 

Michel
29 Riddle, part 2
31 Pinchpenny
33 Sue

Grafton's 
for Noose”

35 Steak order
36 Riddle, part 3
42 Food holder
46 Goddess 

with a cow’s 
head

47 McCartney 
of fashion

48 Kailua Bay 
locale

50 Scam
51 Agree (with)
54 “Yoo- —!” 

(“Hey!”)
55 Paintball 

need
57 Circus clown 
— Kelly

59 Riddle, part 4

63 Big-top star
64 DiFranco of 

folk rock
65 More spiteful
66 “We need 

assistance!”
69 Used a 

daggerlike 
weapon on

73 B followers
74 Wife of Mark 

Antony
78 Consented 

to
79 “Nick and 
—’s Infinite 
Playlist”
(2008 film)

83 Riddle, part 5
89 Wasp variety
90 Suffering
91 Capote, to 

his buddies
92 With 77- 

Down, does 
thorough 
research on

94 Freezer 
trayful

95 TV’s Spelling
97 Camera lens

settings
100 Exec’s 

benefit
101 Ohio tire city
103 Riddle, part 6
107 Sitarist

Shankar
109 Org. for 

teachers
110 Coin toss call

111 End of the 
riddle

115 Lucy of “Kill 
Bill: Vol. 1”

118 — League 
college

119 Toward a 
boat’s back

122 Makes glad
123 Riddle’s 

answer
127 Declare 

under oath
128 Source of 

licorice- 
flavored oil

129 More prying
130 Sports team 

letdowns
131 Red — 

(many
Republicans)

132 Modus 
operand!

DOWN
1 “Even— 
speak...”

2 Atom studier 
Niels

3 Movie draw
4 Meal 

leftover
5 Putin’s land
6 Command
7 “Law & 

Order: —”
8 Hand part
9 —
-European
languages

10 Another 
name for 
vitamin A

11 Suffix with 
fool or owl

12 Fearsome fly
13 “Don’t — 

didn’t warn 
you!”

14 Inventor 
Nikola

15 Radiator 
hoses may . 
lead to them

16 Haifa’s land
17 Harness part
18 Leia’stwin
19 Spurt out
24 “No — to

blame”
30 “— little 

kindness”
31 Capital of 

Oman
32 Alternative to 

a 401 (k) ora 
Keogh

34 Envision
36 [not my error].
37 “Time — the 

essence”
38 Rake part
39 Inert element
40 Pipe problem
41 Ringing 

sound
43 — acid 

(vinegar 
flavorer)

44 Added (up)
45 Not broken

49 Zeus’ sister 
and wife

52 Stage 
actress 
Hagen

53 Pirate’s 
quaff

56 Syllabus 
segment

58 Gym floor 
covering

60 Put in a 
different sack

61 Mortgage­
issuing inst.

62 Ewoks’ forest 
moon

66 “El Cid” co- 
star Loren

67 Five — 
shadow

68 Person 
eyeballing

70 Pirate chant 
starter

71 Artist 
Georgia

72 Ultimately 
reach

75 Author 
Rand

76 From Hanoi
77 See 92- 

Across
80 Lightning —
81 Heady drink
82 ‘We need 

assistance!”
84 Small branch
85 Ending for 

major

86 Yankees 
slugger, to 
fans

87 It’s often 
preheated

88 Nonflowering 
plant

93 Sun setting
96 Sortie, say
98 Most musty
99 Fishtank pest
102 Speaks

bombas­
tically

104 Recite 
ritually, as a 
spell

105 Large sofas
106 Air Force 

pilot, in slang
108 Three-piece 

pieces
111 Ringing 

sound
112 Choir range
113 Slum vermin
114 “Pretty — 

pretty does”
116 Notion, to 

Jean-Luc
117 “Deutschland 
— alles”

119 Landed (on)
120 Cut and-run
121 Time in office
124 By the 

agency of
125 Football field 

units: Abbr.
126 Letter for 

Superman
1 2 3 4 5 • H

20
..

23 24
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7 8 9 10 11 12 ,3

21

28 ■ 29

15 16 17 18 19

66 67 68 I

74
83

89
94

101

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
6 9 4

5 6 9
7 4 8

8 5 7 4
3 9 5

9 2 7
6 3 2

1 4 6
5 8 1

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once In each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!
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Find liie words hidden verticali* horiionialiy, diagonally, and hachwards.

WORDS
ACIDIC
AERATION
ALKALINE
AMENDMENT
CLIPPINGS
CLOVER

CLUMPING
COMPACTED
CULTIVAR
DISEASES
GRASS
GREEN
GROWTH

MOISTURE
MOW

NUTRIENTS
PESTS
PLANT

RUNNERS
SOIL

SPREADER
THATCH
TOOLS
VARIETY
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EMPLOYERS: PLACE YOUR RECRUITMENT AD IN THE LARGEST JOB NETWORK BY CALLING 1-800-579-7355 OR EMAIL MICHIGANJOBS@MICHIGAN.COM

the job network
YOUR LOCAL JOB LISTINO FROM I IVDNIA OBSERVER

New decade, new career? How to reinvent in 2020
Eric Titner
thejobnetwork.com

A new year and a new decade have 
arrived. This is a moment that many of 
us use as an inflection point to take 
stock of our lives and determine if we’re 
happy with our current course or if a 
change is needed.

The main area we reflect upon at 
times of change is our career - our pro­
fessional fulfillment factors heavily into 
our self-identity and overall happiness, 
so it makes sense that we want to do 
whatever it takes to get things right and 
steer ourselves onto the right path. It’s 
also one of those key life areas that we 
exercise a lot of control over: with a solid 
plan, some focus, and the requisite hard 
work and determination, we have the 
power to make significant changes in 
our career journeys. Even making a 
complete career reinvention is a possi­
bility if it feels like the right move.

Are you contemplating a career rein­
vention in 2020? If your levels of profes­
sional happiness and satisfaction aren’t 
where you’d like them to be, and your 
prospects are currently bleaker than 
you’d hoped, then a course correction 
just might be a wise strategy. But before 
diving in headfirst, consider utilizing 
the following plan of attack to help you 
make a successful career change.

Commit
Unlike other resolutions for change 

that many of us make at the onset of a 
new year like going to the gym or eating 
healthier, a commitment to making a 
career change shouldn’t be taken lightly 
- at least not if you truly want it to work 
out. The truth is, a career reinvention is 
significantly more challenging than 
waking up one day and deciding to hit

the treadmill or not to eat junk food, es­
pecially if you’re looking to jump into a 
completely different field. If you’re sin­
cere and determined to reinvent your 
career path this year, it’s going to take a 
real commitment of time, energy, and 
available resources to make it happen - 
especially if you stumble out of the 
block early on and encounter more fail­
ures than successes.

Remember, you're chasing more than 
just a change in company or a loftier po­
sition with more responsibilities, which 
are challenging enough, especially in to­
day’s volatile job market. If you want 
your career reinvention to ultimately 
end up in your personal win column, 
then make sure you’re fully committed 
from the onset.
Plan

Enthusiasm, energy, and motivation 
are great to have when you’re undertak­
ing a new life challenge, but when it 
comes to one as big as a career reinven­
tion, they’ll rarely be enough to get you 
past the finish line. Like most undertak­
ings in life, success depends on having a 
plan. Once you fully commit to the no­
tion that you’re going to kick off this new 
decade with a career reinvention, begin 
building your strategy for bringing this 
goal closer and closer to reality.
A helpful first step is to make two 

lists: a list of your interests and a list of 
your skills and abilities. Don’t rush 
through these. It's in your best interest 
to dive deep and create comprehensive 
lists rather than just getting them done 
quickly. Once these are complete, re­
view them carefully and think about 
new career fields and positions that may 
encompass some of your interests and 
skills. Then, make a new list of these.

Research can be extremely helpful

when thinking about potential new ca­
reers.

There’s a wealth of information avail­
able about every imaginable career on­
line. Just make sure you allow yourself 
enough time to sift through it all careful­
ly and choose your sources wisely. If 
possible, ask trusted friends and family 
for feedback and advice to help you 
make decisions that are best for you. 
Once you have a shortlist, start focusing 
your energy on learning everything you 
can about what it takes to enter the field 
and crafting your resume and cover let­
ters accordingly.
When making a career change, the 

notion of transferable skills is essential 
- these are the skills you’ve acquired in 
your previous work experience that can 
be effectively applied to your new target 
career. When you’re on the job hunt and 
making a case for hiring personnel to 
take your desire for a career change seri­
ously, demonstrating how your existing 
skillset can be utilized to their benefit 
can be a game-changer.
Network

Another key step while embarking 
upon the first initial steps of your new 
career journey is to network effectively. 
Making a career change can be an uphill 
battle and the competition out there can 
be fierce, so you need to do everything 
you can to turn the tide to your favor - 
and getting to know people in your tar­
get industry can really help. Start by le­
veraging your existing network to see if 
it can expand to include new folks who 
are in your prospective field. Then think 
about additional resources that you may 
have access to, like alumni career ser­
vices from your alma mater, to help in 
the effort. Go back online and look for 
any sites, forums, groups, or in-person

events that you can use to expand your 
network. Be careful not to appear too 
desperate or overeager in your efforts 
here, which can turn people off, but do 
take things seriously and remember 
that persistence is key. With a little sin­
cerity and effort, you may open new 
doors to wonderful new opportunities.
Adjust

It’s important to remember that 
when it comes to hunting for a new job, 
focus is different from tunnel vision. If 
things aren’t quite working as well as 
you’d hoped or according to plan, then 
perhaps your plan needs fixing. A career 
reinvention can be a long and arduous 
journey, and it really pays to be patient 
and humble during the process.

Stay open to the notion that a course 
correction may be required along the 
way. Everything from your resumes and 
cover letters, to how and where you’re 
looking for job openings, to your inter­
viewing approach and style should re­
main fair game for refining. Remember, 
no one is perfect, and this is all about 
helping you achieve your goal, so be 
open to constructive criticism and posi­
tive change. Ask trusted friends and 
family members for input, and don’t be 
afraid to ask people that have inter­
viewed you for feedback to help you 
move forward. The bottom line here is 
that when embarking on your career 
reinvention, envision it more of a mara­
thon than a sprint and a process of trial 
and error that - if approached thought­
fully - can help you really learn and 
grow.

Eric Titner has been an editor and 
content creator for more than a decade. 
His primary professional focus has been 
on education- and career-related topics. 
He currently lives in New York City.

Continue your search 
at jobs.usatoday.com

GET ALERTS
Set up email alerts to receive 
jobs that match your skills

SHARE PROFILE
Post your resume and be seen 
by top employers in the area

FIND ADVICE
Improve your search and interview 
skills with tips and ideas

f #USATODAY
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Professional

all your needs...
Lawn & Garden Care

Bone Cutler Tree Service LLC - 
Extending Winter Discounts on Tree 
Removal/Trim. Free Est. 248-486-6115

Assorted

all kinds of things...

4 side-by-side cemetery graves in 
Riverside Cemetery. Plymouth, AAI. 
Sought after loc in block B, Lot 247 & 
249. S5,90Q/obo for oil. 810-820-7565
Transpor+''*:—ihsA

best deal for you...

H&W- $$ Cash for salvage & scrap 
vehicles. Free towing. 734-223-5581

ijywo*'
MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL-A DRIVERS WANTED, 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE, EXCEUINT PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS, 401k, DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND WAYNE DISPATCH, 
CALL RON 586-752-4529 EXT 1028

MISCELLANEOUS
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included* Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Shows/Movies On Demand. FRE Genie 
HD DVR Upgtade. Premium movie channels, 
FRE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-293-4417

msm
Unique 4X4 2011 Roadtrek Simplicity, 
Class B RV, one owner, 74K miles 

$48K OBO, John (248)474-8179

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL-A DRIVERS WANTED, 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE, EXCELENT PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS, 401k, DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND WAYNE DISPATCH, 
CAE RON 586-752-4529 EXT 1028

MISCELLANEOUS
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Shows/Movies On Demand. FRE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FRE lor 3 mos! Call 1-855-293-4417

Get
results.
Advertise

in
CLASSIFIEDS!
wMmmm-r
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MEDICAL ASSISTANT

For internal medicine 
practice. Full or part time.

DMC FAX 313-831-7002
ormoiTMEoic/uTUTCp EMAIL ugorrepa@dmc.org
xcoMMutiirr euia on care

"FOR SALE" 
SIGN NOT 

ATTRACTING 
ATTENTION?

Placing a 
classified ad is 
an easy and 

affordable way 
to make your 

unwanted items 
attract hundreds 

of potential 
buyers.

What are you 
waiting for?
Contact us 

today and start 
turning the stuff 
you don't want 
into something 
you do want:
CASH!
Call Now to Place 
Your Classified Ad
800-579-7355
Observer & Eccentric

r ATCHINSON
WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY

Please join us in welcoming Sales 
Specialist Rob Knasiak back to the 
Atchinson Ford dealership family.
The Atchinson team couldn't be more 
pleased.

Cali Rob at (734) 345-9447
or (734) 776-7920 and come see why
Atchinson Ford was:

/ Awarded the Presidents Award 
19 times, now 3 years running.

v Awarded #1 in Customer Service 
Index Score of Top 100 dealers nationwide.

9800 Belleville Road 
Belleville, Ml 48111 
www.atchinson.net

(734) 697-9161
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49% of business owners 
want a marketing partner 
to help them grow.

What they 
really nee 
is an entire 
team.

DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:LIVONIA
LIVONIA MALL

29500 W 7 Mile RdseaSTORE
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

40on%to OUoff
ALL CRAFTSMAN TOOLS 

& TOOL STORAGE

4(?7o:
ALL IN-STORE, IN-STOCK 
MAJOR APPLIANCES

70175%off
ALL FASHION CLOTHING

ALL FOOTWEAR
% ALL FINE GOLD, SILVER, 

DIAMOND & GEMSTONEOff JEWELRY*
*10K gold unless otherwise specified.

STORE FIXTURES, FURNITURE & EQUIPMENTFOR SALE NOW!
ALL SALES FINAL, NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES. OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, 

MASTERCARD, DISCOVER AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO 
PREPAID GIFT CARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT 
PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX AND TEMPUR-PEDIC.

discover more @ sears.com

IT' e Classifieds
Your source for everything 
new and used in 
your local area.



Hearing loss can lead to social 
isolation and depression."

Hearing loss often causes us to 
withdraw from loved ones, resulting in 
resentment, lack of communication, 
connection and intimacy. Screenings 
can help detect the start of a hearing 
loss. The team at Beltone is here to 
reconnect you back to life!
SCHEDULE YOUR FREE 

HEARING HEALTH 
APPOINTMENT TODAY 
TO ACTIVATE YOUR

$850*GIFT CARD!
We support & honor most Medicare and discount plans including BCBS/TruHearing.

We offer award winning service, technology, and a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN.
CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!248-907-0884
W Beltone

Plymouth | Livonia
Dta B«rd DOTtas. ol tm Keolng tsmnaiK. SOS ofl (m. Braun! Won on MSfiP. K* raJH on ptor (uttaso."OWJ tom Hietawnae fiaOenjcrfAuSobgr, IB^/wwits^o^ora'aibtolcrTi'suOirra-irjMaixU^KAraalKHirartns-eo'.lntKi-MorKsicn-sxlil-BoBtion  BeUoneZBO™ 

LQ-GCI03S0386-01

Existing cabinets are prepared 
for the refaclng process

HOf^Ej
solutions!

^KURTIS

Your KUFrriS craftsmen will 
cover all exposed surfaces 
with factory-finished materials

The installation Is complete 
with the addition of new 
doors, molding and hardware

CALLTODAY
We bring the Showroom to You!248-450-6253 Ml Lie #2102222470 

12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, 
Ml 48150

* With the purchase ol cabinet refacing. "New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional otters or discounts. Otter Includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 
100 sq. ft or relaclng purchase required. Does not Include demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Otter expires 3/31/2020.

Ml', B
ii. :r= Navigator

STAIRUFTSSAVE 50000 OR 24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS
As soon as next day installation available

No Interest and No Payments for the first 5 months (with approved credit)

Call for limited time savings! 
WHITMORE LAKE • (248) 372-9246

*New orders only. With 
BBB is neither a broker nor a

LO-GCI0385349-0I

purchase made at initial appointment and approved credit Cannot be combined with any other offer. Atlas Home Improvement 
. financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Atlas Home Improvement under terms and conditions arranged 

directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms 
advertised are estimates only. 17.99-26.99% If not paid within 12 months.

most——INCLUSIVE
WARRANTY
— Retirement Living

KDHUUl

UFETIME
LIMITEDWARRANTY

Call for your FREE in-home quote today!(§) (313) 800-7337
•Financing avollnblo to qualified purchasers. Contact your local dealer for financing details. Limited time offer. Valid 
through Mnrch 31, 2020. at pnrttcipating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; (Jeaeau Cty. NY; Suflolk Cty. NY: 
Westchester Cty, NY; and ^uffalo Cty, NY. Also may net be available In bthei areas. 50% off installation with purchase 
of KOHLER Belay Walk-In Bflth. Cannot be comblnod with any otbor ndvorllssd offer.

wmasmmm MHHMNl
LO-GCI0379374-01



Oriental IMPORTS
OF GROSSE POINTE

We closed our sister store in Livonia last week and 
are now overpacked with rugs in Grosse Pointe.


