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Rookie cop among 50 honored by police

Susan Vela Hometownlife.con
USA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

Nick Mencotti always wanted tobe a
police offiar, and he did not neglect his
duties when given the chance to shine
inhis firstweek as a Livonia patrol offi-
ar.

Along wi'th his field training officer,
he rushed to ahome on the city’s south
end because aman was not breathing.

Mencotti immediately started per-

forming CPR. He continued compres-
sion and helped paramedics when they
arrived. The man apparently had stayed
in his apartment after he let loose abug
bomb.

The man did not survive, and his
deathwould be fol lowed by a few others
Mencotti witnessedup close, personal ly
and professionally, that firstmonth.

Mencotti was humbled to stand April

2 in a packed Livonia Civic Center Li-
brary Auditorium for the police depart-

mentsMerit Award Ceremony.

He received a lifesaving award for
performing CPR during that week in
May . Mencotti was one of 50 area resi-
dents, law enforcers and firefigters
recognized for their bravery and com-
mitment t saving lives and solving
crimes despite incredible rids.

“Itwas a great honor,”” Mencotti said
after the ceremony. “ltwas very hum-

See POLICE, Page 10A

The Michigan Department of Transportation ispreparing for an $11.8 million rehabilitation project along M-5. Work wll
begin April 15 and last through late fall, according to a news release sent out by MOOT, nonetowntitecon rite

David Veselenak Hometownlife.con
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Get ready for construction season if

you drive the M-5 freenay.
The Michigan Department of Trans-
portation is preparing for an $118 mil-
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lion rehabilitation project along the
freeway through Farmington and Far-
mington Hills, including the complete
closure of the Grand River Bridge near
Halsted Road.

Work will begin April 15 and last
through late fl, according to a news

release sent out by MDOT. The work
will take place along M-5 between
Eight Mile and Interstate 275.

Some of the work taking place
includes:

See M-5 PROJECT, Page 3A
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Livonia Police Officer Nick Mencotti
received a life-saving award for his
actions during his firstweek on the
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Residents
vent, get
answers on
shoddy roads

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com

USATODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

It didnt take an engineer to figure
out that the end product of the inten-
sive 2017 reconstruction of Canton
Township s Canton Center Road dete-
rioratedway too fast.

But an engineer’s expertise was vi-
tal in explaining why the one-mile
stretch of road north of Ford Road and
south of Warren went from smooth
sailing o a crater-infested dbstacle
course In justa few months.

The short and bitter answer, ac-
cording to Wayne County Roads De-
partment engineers Michael Van Ant-
werp and Ron Agacinski: ASR (Alkali-
silia rection), a materials-related
distress that results in the premature
deterioration of concrete structures,
includingbridges, dams and, yes, Can-
ton Center Road.

“This concrete mixwas accepted by
MDOT about 10 years ap,” Van Ant-
werp explained. “ltwas discoveredbe-
fore proper testing could be completed
that certain chemical reactionswithin
the concrete makes itporous. tsbad

‘And s a nationwide problem,”
added Agacinski . “Texas has hundreds
of miles of roads that are in disrepair
because of this problem.”

The knowledge will help Wayne
County and others like it across the
country to not repeat the mistake.

They know their stuff

The pair of veteran infrastructure
experts were just two members of a
committee that answered questions
and provided information at a roads
town hall meeting held April 4 inCan-
ton Township.

Orchestrated by firstaear Wayne
County Commissioner Melissa Daub,
the roads town hall attracted a large
crowd to the Summit on the Park —
and the attendees were much more
haspitable than Daub sworst fears.

‘When Itold people Iwas going to
host a town hall on roads, they toldme
lwas crazy,” quipped Daub, sniling. “I
was half expecting people to bring
pitch forks and torches. So, thank you
for not doing that.”

Most of the attendees chuckled at
Daub’ opening statement, but they
did hurl some pretty sharp hot-button

See ROADS, Page 10A
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FedEx shooter faces aggravated assault charge, too

Susan Velatometownlife.con
USA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

The Detroitman once facing19 felony
charges for allegedly trying to Kill his
wife outside a FedEx distribution center
inLivoniamay have  essier legal bat-
te than anticipated in Third Circuit
Court.

After recently listening to Azia Callo-
way testify against her estranged
husband, Robert Easley-Callonay, 16th
District Judge Kathleen McCann added
a charge Thursday of aggravated stalk-
ing.

She dropped four other dharges,
meaning Easley-Cal loway isexpected to
be arraigned on 16 charges when his
Thursday arraignment happens inThird
Cirauit Court. Those charges include
first-degree criminal sexual conduct,
kidnapping and assault with the intent
tomurder.

Of the four dismissed dharges,
McCann dropped two alleging Easley-
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Calloway tried to kill others beside his
wife. But she couldnt ignore that Callo-
way testified during a March 27 pro-
ceeding 1o filirg a personal protection
order last August.

Cal loway said on the stand that Eas-
ley-Callonay, then 26, flashed a knife
before ordering her todrivetoahotel in
Harper Woods. They had their young
childrenwith them.

The couple had been estranged for
some months. Calloway testified that
her husband was a gun user who made
her feel threatened when he called and
texted her while separated. She didnt
want to cause a figitwhen shewent to
oollect their children and her estranged
husband ordered a trip to the hotel. .

“Thiswas a series of events that oc-
curred not only in Livonia but inBelle-
ville, inDetroitand (in) Harper Woods, ™
McCann said inexplaining her support
ofthe aggravated stalking charge. “All of
themwere intended to either intimidate
orharm Miss Callonay.”

“ifFsomeone shows you a knife and
you have your children...This Is a case
where Ibelieve she was intimidated.”

Defense attomey Larry Polk and
prosecutorMary Rubio declinedtocom-
ment after the proceeding.

Polk had argued the 16th District

Robert Easley-Cal loway appears in
16th District Court on April 4, with his
attorney Larry Polk.

SUSAN VELA/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Court did not have jurisdiction to deal
wi'th some ofthe charges.

He also argued that Calloway never
told her estranged husband she didnt
want to have sexwith him at the hotel..

“lasked her gecifically,” Polk said to
McCann. “She never said anything that
would indicate No, Ido notwant tohave
sexwithyou.”

Easley-Cal lonay isaccused of shoot-
ing, injuring and kidnapping his wife
shortlyafter 3a.m. Nov. 26. She had ar-
rived fora shiftatthe FedEx distribution
center on Amrhein Road inLivonia.

The Calloways had spent the prior
day at a hotel with their children.

Calloway had let her children stay
wi'th their father around Thanksgiving.
Trouble arose, Calloway testified, when
she went to pick up the children and
Easley-Cal loway flashed a knife.

They spent some of the following
daylighthours together. Then the family
visited Easley-Cal loway™s relatives and
Calloway attempted to leave.

Easley-Cal loway tried to prevent his
wife from getting into her wehicle. She
was able to arrive at her mothers. Her
estranged husband continued to try to
reach her and her mother on the phone.

Hours later, she tried to report for
work at FedEx. A man opened the driv-
er’s side door ofher vehicle and shoved
a shotgun at her. Calloway fled, as did
the male friends who traveled with her
to Fedex. The man reloaded and fired
again. He then forced her into the back
and fled, authorities have said.

Michigan State Police shot and in-
jJured Easley-Calloway after a pohce
chase on Interstate %6. He was ar-
raignedwhi le recovering at the hospital.
His wife had been released after being
treated for gunshot wounds toher back
and leftlgg.

Contact Susan \ela at
svelag@hometownlife.con or 248-303-
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susanvela.

Westland plans adds money for staff, recycling

David Veselenak rometowntife.con
USA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

Westland property owners can ex-
pect to pay the same millage rate forthe
next year as a part of the proposed city

Mayor William Wild presented his
inidal budget for the 2019-2020 fiscal
year 1o the city council during a study
session Monday night at Westland City
Hall. In it, he calls for the city’s millage
rate to remain essential ly the same, go-
ing from 18.8798 mills t0 18.8787 mills.

“What you have before you, coucil,
isa $68 million balanced budget,”Wild
said. “Thiis budget adds over $300,000
to the general fund balance.”

An increase in the fund balance
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comes as propertyvalues across the city
continue to increase. The citysaw prop-
erty values increase by about 4.5%,
leadingtoan increase intaxdollars from
the purchasing of property and the in-
crease in new housing that has been
constructed, Wi ld said.

In addition to adding some new staff
positions, the budget also calls for an
additional $200,000 for recycling ser-
vices, an issue that has caused prob-
lems in Westland. The citys costs for
sending recyclables to the recyling
center skyrocketed earlier this year,
causing the citytobegin throwing items
placed iIn recycling containers in with
trash and send them 1o the ladfill.

Wild said it5s his hope some sort of
decision can be made to keep the city’s

recycling program aline.

“Thafskind ofup inthe airrightnow,
but we Te hoping to have some sort of
solution in the near future,” Wi ld said.
“IMiremind you that the rate that ispro-
posed by the recycling center would
costus an additional $310,000, sowe Ve
budgeted for $200,000 and we Te going
totry to look foraway to negotiate that
rate down or come up with an alterma-
ﬁ\e_”

The budget will examine the pro-
posed budget and make the firal ap-
proval on itbefore it takes effect later
this year.

Contact David Veselenak at dvesele-
nak@hometownlife.com or 734-678-
6728. Followhim on Twitter @davidve-
selenak.
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Livonia Commun ity Foundation anarding graits

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

The Livonia Community Foundation
will award a record $46,600 ingrants to
14 organizations at 7 p.m. Thursday,
April 1L, in Livonias Robert and Janet
Bennett Civic Center Library Auditori-
um.
‘We are pleased to fund these com-
munity efforts,” said Foundation Presi-
dent Brian Meakin.

Meakin said the foundation’s invest-
ments have been doing better, the result
of the renewed iInvestment environ-
ment and a very effective asset man-
ager. He said in 2012, the foundations
endowment reached just over $1million
and itcontinues togrow from donations
and good investment strategy — ap-
proaching $L4 million. Meakin isgoing
on his tenth year as president.

The foundation is a permanent en-
dowment, atrust fund, builtby citizen
and corporate donors to support Livo-
nias daritable, altural, arts, histori-
al, educational and recreational insti-
tutions. The foundation was chartered
in1995. Following its first full year, the
endowment balance was $32,000. In
1997, the firstyear funds were available
for grants, they awarded $1,500.

‘We are proud to provide thisyears
$46,600 ingrants. Thanks tothe gener-
ous support from the community over
the last 24 years, we have provided
grants totaling $489,385 to organiza-
tions serving the residents in Livonia,”
Meakin said.

M-5 project
Continued from Page 1A

B Concrete repair and replacement;

B Pavement conditioning;

i Asphalt replacement, curband gut-
ter repair;

I Replacing half of the Drake Road
bridge due to damage from high-load
hits;

B Drainage structure repairs; and

B Sign replacement and adding a

Seedlings Braille Books For Children receives money to provide 45 Play and Leamn
Braille kits, used for early intervention in Livonia Public Schools Livonia
Community Foundation event inthis file photo. Karen Smith, of Seedlings, shows
the kits, with help from Chamber President Dan West, rite pnoto

A committee, chaired again this year
by Board member Mark Bublitz, re-
viewed grant agpplications to decide
which ones most meet the Foundations
mission— topromote and developcom-
munity resources, properties and civic
treasures; promote, support and devel-
op public interest in the arts and other
local aultural undertakings; and to pro-
mote programs that contribute to the
welfare ofthe communi ty and the needs
of itscitizas.

The organizations approved for

westbound sidewalk to the Grand River
Avenue bridge to meet Americans with
Disabilities Act standards.

During the closure of the bridge,
westbound Grand River traffic vill be
detoured to northbound Halsted Road,
then westbound Hills Tech Drive t©
southbound Haggerty Road. Intermit-
tent lane closures can be expected
throughout the project.

Eastbound Grand River trafficwill be
detoured to southbound Halsted Road,
then eastbound Nine Mile Road t
northbound Farmington Road.
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grants this year are:

i Angela Hospice - From My Heart
program for families of terminal ly illpa-
tients

1 Blessings inaBackpack - Weekend
meals for students

I Greenmead Restoration Trust - Re-
leading Stained-Glass Windows at
Newburg Church

i LivoniaArts Commission - Special
music program for children duringMu -
sic from the Heart

1 Livonia Civic Chorus - Senior out-

In addition to the bridge work, the
freeway will see several complete clo-
sures between Middlebelt and Grand
River thisyear forwork. EastboundM-5
will be closed during sixweekends and
westbound M-5 willbe closed fiveweek-
ends. Detours for those weekends,
which have not yet been announced,
will seewestbound M-5 trafficdetoured
towestbound Eight Mi le to northbound
1-275. Eastbound M-5 trafficwill detour
o east 1-6%6, then southbound Tele-
graph Road to Eight Mile.

Work is also expected to take place

0FF

Adult or Senior
Admission

ANY DAY

Limited toone coupon per person. One
not be combined with any other offers,

reach and musical interlude program-
ming

BLivonia Community Theatre -
Summer Musical Theatre Workshop

B Livonia Family YMCA - Summer
Camp Program «Livonia Goodfellows -
No ChildWithout A Christmas

I LivoniaKids and Families - Emer-
son Middle and Franklin High Schools
Food Pantries < Livonia Symphony Or-
chestra - Concert Programming Sup-
port

8 NEW HOPE Center for Grief Sup-
port - Bereavement Aftercare Services

I Seedlings Braille Books - Visually
Impaired Program Support -LPS and Li-
voniaLibrary

8 Starfish Family Services - Plays-
cape equipment for Livonia fecility

B Visual Arts Association of Livonia
- Arts education and speakers

The public is encouraged to attend
the awards program at the Robert and
Janet Bennett Civic Center Library,
32777 Five Mile. The program will fea-
ture entertainment from members of
the Livonia Symphony Orchestra and
will be followed by a reception with
ligit refreshments in the Michigan
Room.

Committee dhair Mark Bublitz said,
“This event gives the public a chance to
lear about the Foundation and the or-
ganizations servingthe conmunity. We
are excited about being able to help the
organizations receiving the grants and
showcasing the efforts of the Livonia
Community Foundation.”

To RSVP orformore information, cll
Charlie Mahoney at 248-474-0905.

along M-5 from Haggerty to 13 Mile in
Novi aswell.

Access 1o both residential and com-
mercial areas will be maintained
throughout the project. About 36,000
vehicles travel the freeway on adaillyba-
SIS

Much of the work was presented to
the community at a public meeting last
fall inthe Farmington city officss.

Contact David Veselenak at dvesele-
nak@hometownlife.com or 734-678-
6728. Followhim on Twitter: @davidve-
selerak.
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Wh o s
Wrirting
your

laws?

Not the person you
elected

Rob O Dell and Nick Penzenstadler

USA TODAY

Each year, state lawmakers across the U.S. intro-
duce hillls to represent their constituents.

But in thousands of cases, the politicians didnt
write those hilks. Neither did their staffs or others close
to them.

Instead, the billswere nearlly exact copies ofword-
ing written by political advocacy groups, think tanks
or corporations.

A two-year investigationby USA TODAY, The Arizo-
na Republic and the Center for Public Integrity reveals
for the first time just how far this copycat legislation
has gone Inadvancing those agendas.

Reporters across the country unearthed more than
2,000 different model bills from a variety of industry,
conservative and liberal groups. The investigation
then examined the real billsthat had been introduced
in all 50 states and Congress during an eight-year
span.

Usiing a specialized computer algorithm, the inves-
tigative team found those models had been copied
more than10,000 times and introduced inall50 states.
Some 2,100 of them passed into law.

Because the investigation only compared legisla-
tion to known, publicly available models, the real ex-
tent of the system isprobably far larger.

Model hills, which amount to wish lists for special
interests, have become intertwined with the lawmak-
ing process. In Mississippi, more than 700 copies of

. Micheel the Archangel Parish presents its
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
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COPY, PASTE, LEGISLATE
A USA TODAY NETWORK INVESTIGATION

The states that copy the most

Every state legislature copies model legislation, but the types of special interests they copy from and how frequently vary nationwide.

Here®s how the model billswe found break down based on the stated political leaning or purpose of the group that wrote each hill.

Conservative £ Liberal Industry Other

“oor AK 29 wi

WA 290 iD 120 MT 56 ND 55 MN 247 IL

85 *Nv 35 WYy 45 SD 50 IA 113 1IN

CA 212 UT 179 CO 52 NE 94 MO 336 KY

JOK 431 LA 117 MS

346 ITX 147

SOURCE USA TODAY/Arizona Republic analysis of legislationfrom 2010 to 2018; LegiScan
VERONICA BRAVO. MITCHELL THORSON/USA TODAY

ro~

56 wT 54 NH 100

550 MI 160 NY 340 MA 292

133 OH 76 PA 246 NJ 564 CT 143 HI 387

139 WV 325 VA 320 MD 39 DE 61

744 AL 311 iGA 210

IFL 244

“Youd be hard-pressed to find a law where a legislator sits ina chamber until a

light bulb goes offwith a new policy.”

Allison Anderman

Managing attorney at the pro-gun-control Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence

model billswere introduced from 2010 to 2018. InNew
Jersey, more than 500. In interviews with more than
50 sponsors of model legislation nationwide, half of
the legislators said they knew they had sponsored
model legislation. But 20 legislators said they didn
know the source of their hill or claimed they wrote at
least part of the hill.

“Thiswork proveswhat many people have suspect-
ed, which isjusthow much of the democratic process
has been outsourced to special interests,” said Lisa
Graves, co-director ofDocumented, which probes cor-
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porate manipulation ofpublicpolicy. “ltisboth aston-
ishing and disappointing to see how widespread .. it
5. Good lord, its an amazing thing to see.”

Even those who promote model legislation ac-
knowlledge the process can be abused.

Charles Siker, a former extermal relations manager
forthe Goldwater Institute, which has pushed copycat
billsnationwide, said ifsafastway to spread ideasbe-
cause with litdemodification, lawmakers can adapt it
to their state.

“Its not inherently bad, one way or the other,”” said
Siler, who now works fora polrtical action committee.
“htdepends on the ideaand the people pushing it Defi-
nitely people use model legislation to push bad ideas
around.”

The investigation, which required running the
equivalent of 150 computers nonstop for months,
found that a variety of ideas emerge from the copy-
and-paste process:

Models are drafted with
deceptive titles and descriptions to disguise
their true intent

The “‘Asbestos TransparencyAct’didnthelppeople

See MODEL BILLS, Page 5A
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Pennsylvania State Rep. Thomas Murt has sponsored more model legislation
than any other state lawmaker in the nation, according to USA TODAY S

database,matt rourke ,ap

Model hills

Continued from Page 4A

exposed to asbestos. The model legisla-
tionwas thework of corporations seek-
ing to limit their exposure to billios of
dollars in litigation associated with as-
bestos.

The investigation found the model, a
product of the American Legislative Ex-
change Council, an industry-supported
model hilll factory, has been introduced
inat least17 states since 2012. lthecame
law in1lstates.

BillMeierling, chiefmarketing officer
and executive vice president of ALEC,
said supporters of the asbestos model
believed itdid create more transparen-
oy, ‘but Ifsup toeach individual stateto
choose how they would name” the hill
when they copy ALEC smodel .

USA TODAY found more than 4,000
bills berefiting industry were intro-
duced nationwide duringthe eightyears
itreviened. More than 80 ofthose hills
limit the public’s ability to sue corpora-
tios, including limiting class-action
lawsuits and a plaintiffs ability to offer
expert testimony, and cap punitive
damages for corporate wrongdoing.

Many of the billsUSA TODAY found

to be copied from models written by
special interests were couched in simi-
larly unremarkable or techical lan-
guage that obscured their impact. Bans
on raisingthe local mi nimumwage were
dubbed ‘“uniformminimumwage” laws.
Changes to civil court rules to shield
companies from lawsuits were de-
scribed as ‘“congruity” or reforms to
make laws consistent.

Legislators get a shortcut

to success while

advancing special interests —
sometimes unknowingly

Pennsylvania Rep. Thomas Murt,
whose biggest campaign donors include
the Pennsylvania Repubfican Party and
labor unions, said he was stunned to
leam that he was listedas a sponsor on
72 billls substantial ly copied frommodel
legislation from 2010 to late 2018.

The relationship between groups
writing model legislation and the law-
makers introducing them isa marriage
of convenience, experts said.

Special interests give lawmakers
fully conceived bills they can put their
names on and take credit far. And those
special interests can become dependa-

See MODEL BILLS, Page 6A
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Model bills

Continued from Page 5A

ble donors to thelr campaigns.

This arrangement is particularly ap-
pealingtonew lawmakers, saidAlexan-
der Hertel-Fermandez, an assistant pro-
fessor of intermational and public affairs
at Columbia Universitywho has studied
the inflluence of ALEC and other conser-
vative groups.

They ‘know they are conservative,
they know they are pro-business, but
they don treallyknow what itmeans to
translate that into different hills,” he
said.

Some models actually
overturn the will of voters

Model-bi Il factories have increasing-
ly proposed what are known as ‘pre-
emption’ bills, which prevent counties,
cities and towns from enacting certain
laws favored by their constituents. Pre-
emption hills, ineffect, al low state legis-
lators to dictate to city councills and
county goverming boards what they can
and cannot do within theilr jurisdiction.

USA TODAY S algorithm found more
than 100 such billshad been introduced
on an expanding array of topics.

Kansas stopped local efforts to re-
quire restaurants to listcalories on their
menus.

Arizona and New Hampshire pre-
vented regulations on home rettals.
Airbnb has lobbied against home-shar-
ing restrictios, oftenwith the Goldwa-
ter Institute’s assistance.

Others prevented local governments
from raising the minimum wage, ban-
ning plastic grocery bags and destroy-
ing guns.

“Theresreal __hypocrisy inmany of
these so-called conservative legislators
trying to rip away local control when
they preached for years that a govern-
ment thatsclosest toyou ... ismost re-
sponsive to you,” said Dawn Penich-
Thacker, who campaigned toovertuma
school voucher expansion in Arizoma.
Voters overwhelmingly rejected the ex-
pansion. But in short order, fivebills to
modify Arizonas school voucher pro-
gram were soon introduced, three of

Cr)
vm*

Chris Winokur sifts through what she estimates to be a quarter of the paperwork from when her late husband, former Fort
Colllins City Counci Iman and Mayor Robert Winokur, was intreatment for mesothelioma, a rare and aggressive for of
cancer, on Jan. 31, in Estes Park, CDIO, timothy hurst,the Coloradoan

them aiming to expand it

For special interests seeking to stay
under the radar, model legislationoffers
distinct advantages. Copycat billsdont
appear on expense reports or campaign
finance forms. They don trequire some-
one to register as a lobbyist or sign inat
committee hearings. But once injected
into the lawmaking process, they can go
viral, spreading state to state, executing
an agenda to the letter.

Allison Anderman, managing attor-
ney atthe pro-gun-control Giffords Law
Center t Prevent Gun Violence, said
model bills are simply how the system
works now.

“This ishow all laws arewritten,” she
said. “Youd be hard-pressed to find a
lawwhere a legislator sits ina chamber
until a light bulb goes offwith a new
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Jaguar Land Rover dealership moving to Novi

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Jaguar Land Rover, on the prowl to
expand its territory, willl relocate from
Farmington Hills t Novi, building an
entirely new dealership.

The Novi City Council unanimously
approved on April 1 gpplicant Erhard
Motor Sales”preliminary site plan and
special development option, which calls
for construction of a 58,663-square-
foot fecility on 9.5 acres of vacant land
on the southwest comer of Grand River
Avenue and Meadowbrook Road.

“That piece of property has been va-
cant forever,””’Mayor Bob Gatt said. “It s
getting zerotax dollars, and all ofa sud-
den a highly-acclaimed car dealership
wants to locate there. It'sa boon forthe
city in tax revenue and will bring pres-
tige tothe aity, and kittycomer islargest
selling Cadillac dealer in the ettire
country. lsgood competition.”

Ken Widerstedt, facilities manager
for Erhard Motor Sales, saidthe compa-
ny purchased the Jaguar franchise that
was located inNovi at10Mile and Hag-
gertythree years ago, agreeingtobuilda
new feility for both the Jaguar and
Land Rover brands. They began looking
fora location along the Grand River cor-
ridor and found the Novi property,
which they have been working on ob-
taining approval for all permits and
plans fortwo years.

“Ifsagood neighborhood, good loca-
tin, and part ofwhat Novi calls the ga-
teway east entry tothe city,”Widerstedt
said. “Itgives us more room todo every-
thing.”

He noted that the current Farming-
ton Hills location, about 22,000 square
feeton 2.5&acres, was onlyevermeant to
hold Land Rovers. The new location, for
which he hopes ground will be broken
thisfll, has a concept planthat propos-
es 287 parking spaces forwvehicle inven-
tory and 138 spots for employees and
customers topark. The fecilitywill triple
the number of cars in the showroom,
from the current 8 to 24, essential toEr-
hard Motor Sales”phi losophy that peo-
plewould always rather lookatand pur-
chase cars in the comfort of the show-
room.

The company, which besides the Far-
mington Hills Jaguar Land Rover deal-
ership, also owns aB MW dealership in

A rendering of the 58,000 square foot Jaguar Land Rover dealership planned for the corner of Grand River and

Meadowbrook inNovi, submitted

thataty, aswell asaB MW dealership in
Bloomfield Hills and two auto collision
shops, is doing well in the luxury car
business.

‘Historically, high-end cars are re-
cession proof,” Widerstedt said.
‘Business is good. We dont expect to
double sales. Saleswillgrow slowlyyear

Jaguar, which isinthe midst of rede-
signs and updates, has a popular elec-
tricwehicle lirg, Widerstedt said, but it
iscurrently Land Rover sport utilityve-
hicles that are their best sller. New
models range in price from about
$50,000 10 $150,000 on the dealerships
website.

Pre-owned is also a popular option
and Widerstedt islooking forward to in-
creasing that inventory with the move.
Three more approvals are needed from
the dity, he said. Widerstedt hopes con-
structionwill begin this fall on the fecil-
ityand be completed inDecember 2020.

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom-
ley@hometownlife. com.
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Four events worth checking out thisweekend

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Perhaps now spring has firally
sprung? Maybe?

The weather is starting to get nicer,
which means Its time to head on out
and do something fun thisweekend.

Here are four events happening
across the Hometown Life area once
you e done with work Friday.

Home and garden show inNovi

Looking to spruce up the old home-
stead this spring? Then the Suburban
Collection Showplace will be your desti-
nation thisweekend.

The Novi Home and Garden Show re-
tums from Friday to Sunday to 46100
Grand River inNovi . Visitors can stopby
booths of several types of vendors, in-
cluding landscapers, builders and more.
The Plant Michigan Green Theater will
feature members from the Michigan
Nursery and Landscape Associationdo-
ing presentations throughout theweek-
end.

Tickets for the show are $10 for
adults, $9 for seniors and free for ciil-
dren12and under. Those who attend af-
ter 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday will pay
Just$5 foradmission. Formore informa-
tion, including a full listof events over
theweekend, visitthe show swebsite at
novihomeshow.com.

Bunny Brunch inLivonia

Its almost time for Easter and if
youTe planning on taking the kids to
visit the Easter Bunny, thisweekend is
the perfect opportunity todo so.

The annual Bunny Brunch retums at
11 a.m. Saturday to the Livonia Senior
Certter, 15218 Farmington. The eventwill
feature lunch, some crafts and a visit
from the Easter Bunny.

Tickets are $6 for Livonia residents
and $9 for non-residents and can be
purchased at the Jack E. Kirksey Recre-
ation Certer, 15100 Hubbard. For more
information, call 734-466-2900.

Egg hunt inHighland Township

Ifyou cantwait until next weekend
to hunt for eggs, than Highland Town-

CiRiDonay®® A

LIVONIA & PLYMOUTH

SALE VALISS
4/11 -4/17, 2019

The free family day at the Festival of the Arts takes place this Saturday at the Costick Center in Farmington Hills.

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS

ship iswhere you want to take the kids
this Saturday.

The Huron Valley Egg Hunt takes
place beginning at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Duck Lake Pines Park, 999 Duck Lake
Road. Goody bags will begin being dis-
tributedat10 a.m. and the Easter Bunny
will make an appearance at10:15a.m.

After that, chilldren ages 2-10 will
have the opportunity to snag some of
the thousands ofeggs up forgrabs start-
ingatlla.m.

After all the eggs have been found,
face painting and more visits with the
Easter Bunny will take place.

For more information, contact the
Huron Valley Chamber of Commerce at
248-685-7129.

Festival of the Arts

in Farmington Hills

Hyou e looking fora littlkeartistic in-
spirationthisweekend, head tothe Cos-
tick Center in Farmington Hills.

The freefami ly day forthe 2019 Festi-
val ofthe Arts takesplace from10a.m. to
4 p.m. at the Costick Center, 28600 W.
TiMile. The eventwill feature artexperi-
ences such as pottery, artistdemos and
craftsthekids canmake and take home.
More than 500 pieces ofartworkwill be
on sale for purchase and feature work
done by members of the Farmington
Art Foundation, Farmington Public
Schools, the Farmington Area ArtCom-
mission Student Art Awards and more.

For more information on the event,
all the city’s aultural arts division at
248-473-1857 .
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Novi plans ring road t

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Drivers hope a new road construc-
tion project approved this week will
provide some long-sought traffic relief
inNovi.

The city council unanimously ap-
proved a $5 million expansion of Cres-
cent Boulevard, aka the northwest
quadrant Ring Road, during its April 1
meeting, awvarding the $4.7millioncon-
tract to Toebe Construction and engi-
neering plans trAECOM inthe amount
of §311,728.50.

‘We have been talking about this for
eight years,” Assistant City Manager
Victor Cardenas said. “You will be able
1o take the Ring Road around and by-
pass the Novi and Grand River irntersec-
tion, which definitely can be amess at
rush hour.”

A new trafficligttwill be planned for
the Grand River and Ring Road area, he
added.

Toebe Constructionwas the lowbid-
der out of three companies seeking the
contract forwhich the cityadvertised in
February.

The project will feature a 1,050 foot
log, four lane boulevard extension
from where the current Crescent Bou-
levard meets Grand River to the inter-
section ofthe future Adell Center Drive,
as well as construction of a 650-foot
long industrial spur road to service the
Comau Industrial Flity. That road
would also improve access to the Gen-
eral AilErssite.

Toebe will also replace deteriorated
concrete west ofNovi Road along Cres-
cent Boulevard.

Novi isconsidering widening Crescent Boulevard, seen at keft, as itexits Novi
Town Center -as at rush hour itisbottled up by commuters coming up and
down Novi Road, john heider/hometownlifecom

Councilman Andrew Mutch said
while he knew Ring Road was apriority,
he was concerned about a “piecemeal
approach’to road improvements inNo-
M, aswell as the fundiing forthe $5 mill-
lion project, which will come from a
municipal street fund and the citys
Corridor Improvement Authority, but
for which no outside funding was re-
ceived from grants.

‘We are spending $5 million on one
project and depleting a special assess-
ment fund that we e been hanging on
toforarainyday and all these other pro-
Jects and have had no discussion about
prioritizing,”’he said. ‘We aren*"tgoingto
fixthisovemight, there areproblems dl
over the aty, but we have tobe smarter
about spending these dollars and be

Obrtuaries

To place an ad, call 586-8%6-7171 or visit nideathnotices.com/place.php

Lawrence ““Larry”’ AlbertArnold

CANTON -Lawrence “Larry” Albert Arnold, age

80, passed away on April 2, 2019.

He was born

December 18,1938. Beloved husband of Joyce for
59 years. Proud and loving father of Laura (Ed)
Wright and Jeffrey (Kellie) Arnold, and loving and
doting grandfather of Erik, Brandon, and Benjamin
Wright, and Kyle, Jason, and Jacob Arnold. Son of
the late Ruthanna Barth and Grady Albert Arnold,

Larry was the oldest of eleven children.

Larry is

survived by brothers Ronald Bame, Roger (Jane)
Bame, William (Penny) Barth, Christopher (Danee
Lee) Barth, Kevin Barth, Kip (Stacy) Barth, and
sisters Kathy Fields, Karen (Bruce) McElroy, and Pamela (Jerry) Lawrence,

numerous cousins, nieces and nephews, and hisvery special Aunt, Sharlet
Hill. He was also preceded indeath by his sister Debra Barth. Larry graduated
from Scott High School inToledo in 1956, and later from the University of
Toledo in 1962 with aBachelor ofBusinessAdministration Degree, majoring
inMarketing. He had a successful career in SalesManagement with several
major food companies, includingDel Monte, Sunshine, and Sanders, before
retiring from Best Foods at age 59. He had a lifelong interest in history and
particularly in the American Civil War.

and traveling and touring various historical sites before his stroke in 2008.

He was a past member of the Plymouth and Canton Historical Societies
and theAnn Arbor CivilWar Round Table. Active in junior athletic sports
and an avid supporter of local high school sports, Larry was a coach for
his daughter, Laura, and son, Jff, for many years in the junior leagues, and
once served as President of the Plymouth Canton Junior Basketbal I Associ-
ation. In recentyears, he had been an avid follower and proud grandfather
of his grandsons’athletic activities and accompUshments.
all types ofmusic, particularly the Big Bands of the early 1940%.He always
thought his greatest legacy was his children and grandchildren. Larry will
be remembered as a wonderful husband, father, grandfather, brother and
uncle and he will be greatlymissed by his family and friends. Visitation for
Larrywill take place on Thursday from 2:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. atMcCabe
Funeral Home, 851 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton, M1 48187. Visitation
will continue Friday at 10:00 a.m. until the time of the funeral service at
11:00 a.m. at the funeral home. Burial will fol low the service and take place

inToledo Memorial Park at 6382 Monroe Street, Sylvania, 0 H 43560.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are appreciated to St. Jude

ChildrensResearch Hospital, www.mccabefuneralhome.com

McCabe
Funeral Home

He enjoyed researching history

Larry enjoyed

strategic. Traffic inthe city isthe num-
ber one complaint.”

Mayor Pro-Tem Dave Staudt said
that several years ago he had led the
Tfightto save the special assessment and
not spend iton Ring Road because it
wasn X the appropriate time, but said
that time has now come.

“The special assessment dollars
were foraprojectofour choice,”’he said.
“This has been waiting too lag... s
time tomove forward and get thisdone.
Additional development willl pour mil-
lios of dollars over the years into the
road authority.”

Cardenas said road constructionwill

beginas soon as possible and isexpect-
ed to be completed by November .

Mary Knaff

HUDSON, OH -Mary
Jayne (Rogers) Knaff,
born July 12,1923, passed
away peacefully inHud -
son, Ohio on April 3,
2019. She issurvived by
her daughter Janet Knaff
Mabrey, son in law Ber-
nie Mabrey, and grand-
children Caitlin Rogers
Mabrey and John (Jack)
Rodman Mabrey as well

asmany nieces and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her husband John (Jack) Aloys Knaff, her
father Vincent Rogers, her mother Sarah Rogers

and all 6 of her siblings.

Mary Jayne was a loving daughter, wife, sis-
ter, mother, grandmother, and aunt. Her favorite
holiday was July fourth and she loved all things
patriotic. She was known for entertaining and had
friends in every generation all across the country.

She was amember of the P.E.0. Sisterhood
and spent years giving her time and talents to
her church and community. She loved garden-
ing, genealogical research, snow skiing, boating,
golfing, and traveling far and wide to visit friends
and family. She was well loved and will be missed,
but as she often referred to death, shes offto her

“great reward”.

The family will hold a memorial service on
Friday, June 28th in Birmingham, Michigan at
Saint James Episcopal Church, time of day to be
announced. In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the AlzheimersFoundation of America
or the American ParkinsonsDisease Association.

A special thank you to the staffand caregivers at
Hudson Grande Senior Living facility in Hudson,
Ohio and to Harbor Light Hospice for making
these last several years and months a loving, car-
ing atmosphere for Mary Jayne, her family, and
friends. (REDMON FUNERAL HOME, STOW,

OH10, 330-688-6631)

Dorothy Trickey

SANTA FE, NM -
Dorothy Chambers
Trickey, 92 years, died
on April 1, 2019, in
Santa Fe, NM. She is
survived by her chil-
dren, Frederick (Bir-
mingham, MI), Rich-
ard (Holland, Ohio),
Dennis and wife Gaye
(Lakewood, CO), Eliz-
abeth and husband
Richard Classman
(Santa Fe, NM), many
grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
Services will be held in
Boca Raton, FL.

D help traffic Discussion

In its inaugural community out-
reach everit, The Livonia Democratic
Club will present an opioid forum 2-4
p-m. this Sunday, April 14, at Steven-
son High School.

A panel of seven experts invarious
fields of the opioid aisis, will speak
and take questions from the audience.

“This isnot a political event,” LDC
President Kate Shishkovsky said. “The
opioid aisis reaches InMo every notch
ofour scciety. Itisduty ofevery single
one of us to identify ways to combat
and prevent opioid addiction.”

The admission for the forum isfree
and open tothe paplic. Doorswill open
at 1:30 p.m. at the Stevenson High
School Performing Arts Auditorium,
33500 SixMile Road inLivonia.

Mayor Dennis Wright will open the
forum and introduce Moderator Dan
West, president ofLivoniaChamber of
Commerce.

The panehsts are: U.S. Rep. Halley
Stevens, 11th District; Dr. Jemifer
Taiariol of Livonia Public Schools; The
Honorable Mark Somers of 19th Dis-
trict Court, Dearbom; Jessica Hillen,
behavioral social worker from St. Mary
Mercy Hospital; Patrick Stropes, peer
recovery mentor from Growth Works;
Livonia Police Chief Curtis Caid; and
Eric Coldsteiln, attomey from City of
LivoniaLaw Department.

For more information, contact Kate
Shishkovsky 734-748-6073

Rodger Lynn
williams
CANTON - Rodger
LynnWilliams ofCan-
ton, MI, passed away
peacefully on April 3,
2019 at the age of 55.
He was born on March
28,1964 inDetroit, M L
Rodger was a Pastor
for 13 years at Divine
Shepherd Lutheran
Church inAnn Arbor.
He was a fairlyprom-
inent member in the
LGBT Community in

Ann Arbor.

Rodger issurvived by
his father Oscar Wil-
liams, son Jeremy Wi l-
liams and his siblings
Ron Williams, Joyce
Counterman, Oscar
Williams Jr.,and Mar-
tin Williams. He will
be dearly mfrsed by
his former wife Heidi
Sargis as well as many
nieces and nephews.
He is predeceased by
his late mother Dovie
and brother the late
Ray Williams.

Services were held
through Harry J.Will
Funeral Home 1in Li-
vonia.

Hany JWill Funeral Homes

~/ 1.\
Paying tribute to

the life of your
loved one.



Police
Continued from Page 1A

bling to see all the people that 1work
with — just to see how extraordinary
they are. They kept moving forward in
the face of danger.”

Audience members applauded the
awardwinnerswho, likeMencotti, dem-
onstrated life-saving dlks.

Lori Clark and Erik Hughes helped
save a man who suffered a massive
heart attack near Randolph Elementary
School inCctober. Clark called 9411 Po-
liee coached her and Hughes through
performing CPR on the man who sur-
vived and attended the April 2 ceremo-

ny.

Hughes said it meant everything to
him tohave his children inthe audience
and realize the berefits of helping oth-
ars.

Audience members also revisited
headline stories when organizers
shared video and recordings from some
of the big crime stories in recent years.
Those included the 2017 capture of Jus-
tinPaul, theWestlandman who pleaded
guiltytokillinghismother, and the Jan.
5, 208, armed robbery and
hostage-taking at the Citizens Bank

Roads

Continued from Page 1A

questions during the latter stages ofthe
gatherings 45-minute question-and-
answer session.

Daub emphasized her desire to bring
more transparency to government,
which she did for at least two hours to
an audience dominated by concerned
residents who Ve been asked to dodge
suspension-dismantling craters on
many of the townships well-traveled
roads for the past several months.

And to the assembled expert com-
mittees addit, not one question was
ducked or tabled.

“This iswhat we Yepaid todo — take
the heat,” said Wayne County Deputy
Public Service Director Beverly Watts.
‘“Hey, we drive the same roads you do.
My car got busted just like some of
yaurs. We Te not happy with the roads,

Livonia Police Dept. Sgt. Scott Sczepanski received two commendation awards
for his involvement intwo significant occurrences - the capture of Justin Paul, a
Westland man who has pleaded guillty to murdering his mother, and a hostage
situation at acredit unlon, jonn neider/hometowntife con

branch in Canton.

Sgt.  Soott  Sczepanski  received
awards for his involvement in both in-
cidents.

“Isvery humbl ing being recognized
for just doing what you ¥e supposed to

which iswhy we ¥e trying to do every-
thing inour power tomake them better.”

Daub asked everyone in attendance
to fill out a question card prior to the
meeting.

The topics that generated nultiple
queries were addressed first.

In addition to the short-hved con-
crete issle, several attendeeswondered
why second-rate pot-hole—patching
material — commonly referredtoas cold
patch — #sused on the county’s roads
when there are more proven options
aailable.

“The reason we e not using the bet-
tar, more—-proven options is asst,” said
Michael Gorman, Wayne County deputy
director of roads. “The cost ofthe (more
effective) material is three times what
we e paying for the cold patch we use,
and we use 7,000 tons of cold patch. IS
Just not cost-feasible given our budget.”

Attendees were educated on the
process used to determine whether an
intersections four-way-stop protocol

do,”” he said. ““l’ an honor to be recog-
nized.”

Stacy Hayne iIsa veteran police offi-
cer who emceed the ceremony. She al-
ways enjoys watching the younger po-
lice officars being recognized. Theresa

shouldbe replaced by a standard green-
yellow~red signaling system.

The key factors are the number ofac-
cidents at the iIntersection and the
amount of congestion, Van Antwerp ex-
plained.

Good news on the horizon

Long-awaited fixescoming to Canton
include the replacement of the Lilley
Road bridge (Justnorth of Michigan Av-
enue) following a two-year closure, the
paving of a heavily-used section of
Ridge Road and the placement of a sig-
nal at the intersection ofMichigan Ave-
nue and Beck Road.

One of the factors thatwill be used to
determine the order the township wll
fix the roads is a PASER rating — a 1-
10-10 scalle that grades every road inthe
township.

Residents can find out their strest’s
PASER ratingby visiting the townships
website.

certain something, Hayne said, that
most people don tunderstand about po-
lice work: “BEvery day is different and
nothing is routire.”

Mencotti dtill has a few months be-
fore he hitshis one-year anniversary as
a Livonia police officer. He has always
wanted to follow in the footsteps ofhis
father, Tony Mencotti, who served 30
years with the Dearborn Police Depart-
ment.

He s already doubted himself and
realizad, insome situations, there was
nothing else he could have done. He
talks about the need to enjoy the small
things because, just likethat, his career
could end.

He snaps his firgars.

“Itcan be takenaway likethat,”’Men -
oottd said. “There’s going to be a lot of
times that youTe going to mess uw.
You Ve justgot tomove forward and just
keep your head up. You e got to focus
on the next run. Something could hap-
pen to you ar, worse, something could
happen toyour partrer. Youve gotto ket
go of that.

“This iswhat lwant todo. This isdef-

infelymy callirg.”

Contact Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Followher on Twitter @susanvela

Wayne County Commissioner Melissa
Daub discussed the purpose of her
town rall,ed wright/hometownlifecon

Daub concluded the town hall by in-
virting residents to contact her with any
issues — roads-related, or not — and
that she planned to organize more town
halls inthe near future.

Contact Ed \Wright at eaw-
right(@hanetomnlife.con or 517-375-
M3.
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PREP BASEBALL

Catholic Central player Adam Falinski safely slides back to first base ahead of a tag by Brother Rice™s Sterling Hallman, j onn neider inonetowntifecon

Detroit Catholic Central baseball
sweeps Brrmingham Brother Rice

Andrew Vailliencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

After a disastrous performance the
previousweekend against Orchard Lake
St. Mary s, the Detroit Catholic Central
baseball team roared back with con-
vincingwins over the state’ preseason
No. 1team, Birmingham Brother Rice.

Despite fallingbehind early ingame
one, the Shamrocks came back tomercy
the Warriors, 12-2, in six imings. In
game two, thingswere much closer, but
went the Shamrocks way again by a
score of 4-3. The doubleheader was

CROSS COUNTRY AND TRACK

played at CC% new turf stadium at

Shamrock Park.

Catholic Central improves to 3-24,
whi le Brother Rice fallsto 24.

“Im gladwe donthave toplay them
again for a month,” Catholic Central

coach Dan Michaels said. “1 hope they

forget about itbut I know they wont

Theyreagreat team andwe e justhap-

py to get out of here with two wins.”

The Shamrocks blew a late lead be-
forebeingblown out twiceby St. Mary s

last weekend and this was exactly the
type of rebound Michaels hoped far.

‘We had a devastating loss on Satur-

day and just got hammered iIn game

Livonia Franklin
runners sign to
compete Incollege

Andrew Vailliencourt

Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

April isabusy month typically full
of excitement for high school seniors,
since by this time, most have decided
which college they will attend in the
fal.

Atdiletes are no differait, and three
members ofthe LivoniaFranklincross
country and track program have
signed to run at the next leel.

Andrew Ulaszek will attend Law-
rence Tech. Hels been running at
Franklin since he was a freshman.

“He has become one of our top 800
runners and was one of our top three

Cross country runners this past sea-
son,”” Franklin coach Pat Koellzer said.
“His cross country personal record is
under 17:00and he isworkingtoward a
2:00800. Andrew Isa4.0studentwho
embraces a leadership role, especially
when assisting newer, younger team
members.”

Ulaszek had maintained interest in
Lawrence Tech due tothe school saca-
demics, and meeting the coaches there
sealed the deal.

“Originally, 1was looking at Law-
rence Tech because lwant tobe abio-
medical engineer and I had been rec-
ommended Lawrence Tech by my em

See RUNNERS, Page 3B

two,” Michaels sald. “For our team to
bounce back and beat the best team in
the state, 1tipmy hat toour players. I
so proud of them.”

Here are takeaways from each game:

Shamrocks pound Warriors in
game one

Catholic Central started slow, but fin-
ished strog.

Brother Rice got the firsttwo runs of
the game, one each inthe firstand sec-
ond innings, but could not muster any-
thing else the rest of the contest.

The Warriors managed justthree hits

END OF AN ERA

inthe game and onlytwo offShamrocks
starting pitcher Cooper Donlin. Donlin
pitched five imings, struck out eight
and walked seven hitters.

“Ihave to give itto Cooper Donlinon
the mound,”” Michaels said. ‘He strug-
gled a littlebitwith hiscommand buthe
fought through it Way toomany walks,
but he fought through it To keep that
team to two runs in five Imings, thats
phenomenal .”’

He admitted his control was not as
great as he would have liked, but itwas
enough to get it done, especially with

See CENTRAL , Page 4B

Help celeorate longtime
Soorts editor's retirement

Catholic Central & Director of Athletics
Aaron Babicz, rigit, honors
Hometownlife.com sports reporter
Brad Emons with a plaque honoring his
35 years covering high school sports.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

W

«Stated Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) as of 2/20/19,
subject to change. Fees, Ifany, may reduce earnings.
APY depends on Member Reward Club status. Federally
insured by NCUA. ©2019 Community Financial

PhilipAllmen

Hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

Longevity in the workplace isnt
too common nowadays.

In an industry facing struggles for
more than a decade, Brad Emon ’srun
asaHometown Life sports editor isall
the more impressive.

Emons was among the 11 Home-
town Life staffers who accepted an
early retirement offer from Gannett,
the parent company of the Observer
and Eccentric Newspapers.

Emons retired Feb. 1after 41 years
with the company.

Forty-one years!

Hes covered gold medal Olym-
pians and future athletes in the four
major professional sports leagues:

See EDITOR, Page SB

Community

Financial
rigt here right for you
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GIRLS PREP HOOPS

Don Palmer led Hartland (22-4) to the state quarterfinals and itsthird straight 20-win season, gillis benedict/livingston daily

HartlandsPalmer named Divisionl
giris basketiball Coach of the Year

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily JUSA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

Don Palmer is as old school as they get when it
comes to basketbal l coaches.

The leader of the Hartland girls hoops program is
not a fan of specialization, preferring his playerscom-
pete in other sports rather than spend 12 months on
the basketbal I court.

He said it’sharder to create a group of selflessplay-
ers, Saying “that’s not society anymore.”

Palmer — and he scertainlynoton an islandhere—
bemoans the increasingproblem ofparental meddl ing
that undermines what a coach istryingtoaccomplish.

But justwhen you expect Palmer to shake his fist
and demand you get offhis lawmn, he shows the ability
to change how hes coached basketbal | for years.

“lkind ofwent away fromwhat Ido,”’Palmer said. “I
like that delay and methodical stuff. We went up and
down and we just shot the kall.”

Playingamore up—tempo game suited the talenton
the Hartland roster this season. Ithelped the Eagles
reach the state quarterfinals for the third time in five
seasons, an accomplishment that earned Palmer the
Associated Press Division 1Coach of the Year award.

Using a nine-player rotation comprised of four
freshmen, two sophomores and three juniors, Har-
tland went 22-4 for its third straight 20-win season.
Three ofthe losseswere totwo teams that reached the
firal four and another was to a 20-win Brighton team.

Over a career that began in 1974 at Milford High
School, Palmer has won a state-record 954 games
coaching boys and girls basketball, 607 as a girls
coach

When he came to Hartland in 2009-10, the Eagles
had only three district championships in the first 36
years of the Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion tournament. In Palmer’s 10 seasons, the Eagles
have won eight districts and their only three regional
championships.

“Coaches are subjected to undue praise and undue
ariticisn,”said Palmer, who 183-51atHartland. “I
not taking praise-for all these wins, because ifyou
don thave people likeWhitney (Sollan) and Lexey To-
kel, you don*twin. Coaching gets harder every year.
There’s justa lotof factors that factor in. Ienjoy it 1go
year by year. IMlbe 69 inAugust."

Jarvis Mitchell, who has coached Wayne Memorial
totwo straight state semifinals, joked afterplaying the
Eagles that he wants Palmer to retire.

‘Don issuch a great coach,” Mitchell said. “ldon
carehow many kids he has, he works withwhat he has
and he gives you his best shot. Those Kkids are so dis-
ciplined. 1absolutely hate playing against Hartland; |
hate it Because you dontknow what toscout for.He s
a chameleon. You"re going to get something new. _
Cton, man. Don, ifyou e listenirg, justretire. 1don
want toplay you no more.”

Whi le Hartland should be a factoron the state scene
forat lesst three more seasons with itsfreshman core,
the potential of winning his first state championship
isntwhat motivates Palmer to continue coaching.

‘Everybody likes to win,” he said. “Coaches don
play faorites, but 1 do believe they have faworites.
Theresalways akidwho, forwhatever reason, wheth-
er it’s treir personality or effort, pulls at your heart
stringsa littkebit. You say toyourselfyou want tofinish
with thiskid. —

“You gettoknow them, help them be a betterplayer
and maybe be a better person, because youte a little
bitolder, a littlebitwiser. lwas inlLas Vegas thispast A
weekend ataplayerswedding. esan honor thatthey  pon palmer has coached Hartland to three girls basketbal I state quarterfinals in five years.
remember you and want you around for special times.” 1oty ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY



Frarklins Andrew Ulaszek will run cross country and track at Lawrence Tech next

M, laura ulaszek

Runners

Continued from Page IB

gineering teacher,” Ulaszek said. “1
started to check out Lawrence Tech
alongwith some other schools, but lwas
already leaning towards Lawrence Tech
because of the curriculum and every-
thing else I had seen/heard about the
university. When lTwent for a college
visit, Imet the cross coach, talkedtohim
forawhileand fromthenon lwas seton
Lawrence Tech. I'm excitedtorun incol-
lege because 1know Iwill meet some
great people, form some good relation-
ships, stay inshape, and do something I
loe.”

Erin Seiberthas signedwithMadon-
na Unhiversity. She battled back from a
bad ankle spraintomake her fourth ap-
pearance at the state meet.

“Erin is a special rurer,” Franklin
girls cross country coach Dave Bjor-
klund said. “She is highly competitive
and an extremely hard worker. Inninth
grade she got to run on the team with
senior All-Stater Natalie Douglas, and
for the next three years she carried the
cross country team on her shoulders.

CHARDONNAY  Q
§7.

6 PK.-BQTTLES/REG $9.91 *

OBENN

She was our leader inworkouts and in
races, always ready to take on the best
runners other teams put out there. She
has certainly lefther mark on the pro-
gram atFranklinandwill be missed next

Logan Evanchuk alsowill runatMa -
donna next year.

“Ive been lucky enough to coach Lo-
gan since eighth grade cross couttry,"”
Koelzer said. ‘He has made one of the
biggest improvements on the team each
year. He is one of the hardest workers
and a great leader by example. Logan is
a4-year letterwinner, a sub 17:00 cross
country runner and a sub 4:50 miler
who dtill has his eyes on a few more
goals this season. His leadership and
work ethicwill be missed.”

He said he chose Madonna because
its close to home, has a small campus
and has a great criminal justice pro-
gram.
“l am excited to run in college be-
cause mainly it’s what 1 lowe to do,”
Evanchuk said. “lcantwaittomeet new
people and travel differentplaces to run
inbigmeets.”

ReachAndrew Vailliencourtatavail-
lienc@hometownlife.com, 810-923-
0659 or on Twitter at @AndrewVcourt.

Frarklin®s Erin Seibert will compete at Madonna next year,

livonia franklin athletics

Franklin™s Logan Evanchuk signed to run at Madonna next year.

LIVONIA FRANKLIN ATHLETICS
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As he slidesand throws up a cloud of rubber pellets from the artificial turf - Brother Rices Sterling Hal Iman ismet at second base by Detroit Cathlolic Central s
Regan Paulina—and aw. photos by john heider/hometownlifeconm

Central

Continued from Page IB

the strikeouts piling up and his team
pouring on runs behind him.

“ltwasntmy best, but I thought it
was exceptional, Brother Rice Isa great
team,” Donlin said. “I just had to keep
pushing through, adversity is good. 1
need tokeep working on my mechanics
every day and keep getting better.”

After struggling at the plate through
two imings. CatholicCentral caught fire
in the third, scoring six runs to take the
leed. The Shamrocks added three more
in the fourth, one more inthe fifthand
two more in the sixth inning to end the
game with amercy.

SeniorRyan Marra ledtheway forthe

Never replace yo

Shamrocks. He went 3-for4 with two
doubles and three RBIs. Senior Dante
Merucci added two hits and two RBIs,
Junior Tyler Harris reached base four
times with three singles and Donlin
helped himself out with a big two-run
triple.

“Those guys are going to carry us,”
Michaels said. ““Confidence breeds con-
fidence.”

Harris leads CC to sweep

Both teams settled down after the
blowout ingame one.

Each team was able to take advan-
tage of mistakes by the other team, but
CCspitching held on inthe late innings
to hold offa Brother Rice comeback.

Marra once again was an offensive
force forCC, driving inarunon adouble.

ur roof again.
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Senior Joe Hardenbergh and juniorRea-
gan Paulina also each doubled.

Harris, who hit leadoff, was the
teams most consistent player at the
plate — reaching in all seven of his at-
bats Wednesday (four times in game
one and three times in game two). He
ocollectedan RBI on two hits inthe night-
cap.

“ltwas great, we Ve just been work-
ing on our two-strike approach and
thats what Iwas trying to implement
today,”” Harris said. ‘Rice isalways good,
so itfeelsgreat toget that firstwin in like
seven tries.”

Not only that, but Harris also started
on themound for Catholic Central inthe
second game. He pitched five imings,
striking out three, walking three and al-
lowing three runs before senior Thomas
Sylvester came in for the sae.

“Tyler pitchedahell ofagame today,”
Michaels said. ‘He threw strikes. He's
not overpowering, buthe was gettingall
three ofhispitches oer. He was moving
theball inand outwhichhe has todo. Il
take that any day of the week.”

Sophomore John Locker led the way
for Brother Rice, going 3-for-3 with a
double and an RBI. Senior SterlingHall-
mann added two hits and an RBI forthe
Warriors.

The rivalry in the last few seasons
has certainly favored Brother Rice, but
after the sweep, Cathollic Central feels
confident that rtwill staymore compet-
itive going forward.

‘We e coming back,” Harris said.
‘We Yegoing toget on tp.”’

ReachAndrew Vailliencourtatavail-
lienc@hometownlife.com, 810-923-
0659 or on Twitter at @AndrewVcourt.
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Brad Emons (left) with former
Clarenceville All-Stater, Penn State
grad and NFL player Tim Shaw.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Editor
Continued from Page IB

NHL, NFL, MLB and NBA.

Former managing editor Dan Dean
(he accepted an earlyretirement offer
this year, as well) realized that few
Joumalists in the company were as
widely known or made a bigger im-
pact in community journalism than
Emons.

As away forthose wanting to help
celebrate his retire, reminisce on the
good old day or just share a drink,
Dean organized an informal get-to-
gether for 6:30-9:30 p.m. this Satur-
day at George Murphy*s at the Creek,
36000 Seven Mile Road in Livonia.

‘He covered high school sports in
westernWayne County formore than
40 years for the Observer Newspapers
and Hometown Life. Current and for-
mer coaches and A.D.s, parents, play-
ersand those that love sports journal-
ism are encouraged to celebrate his
retirement and reminisce with sports
editor Brad Emons during this open-
house style event at George Mur-
phy . Cash bar, food available, please
no gifts.”

IGNITE YOUR

A new recruitment marketing
partner ishere to help you

acquire the talent
your business needs.



\bu know us for shopping, and now
Cars.com sthe sitefor the etire Iifeof your
ar. So forevery tum, tum to Cars.com.

Gars.aan.
SHOP SERVICE SELL

FOR EVERY TURN
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O bserver & E ccentric

Phone: 800-5/9-73% Placean ad online24/7 at
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neighborly dels...

DAY ONLY

Crown Mlchlgan 48186Wed 900—
5:00, Thur: 9:00 - 5:00, Fri:9:00-

Dir: North of Palmer Rd. between
Wayne Rd and Newburgh R

BIRMINGHAM S

GARAGE SALE © B
Mile between her

SAT APR

SUN APR 14. 10AM-1PM

Bag Sale. Furn. 8>Boutique 1/2 price

Adopt Me

nl A i

find a new friend...

VEMMsm

BIRD & FISH EXPO April 13th
10-4pm Madison Place._876 Horc
Brown Dr. Madison Heights 480
586-727-9286 or 810-300- - $3.

Careers

CHOOLS
ERKSHIRE
vergreen

new beginnings...
ONeneral

Help Wanted for Cement Work
Full-time. Immediate openings.
Class B license. Rea & Son Cement.
734-788-1642

Find what you want in
CLASSIFIED!

NOW HIRING- - - - - - - -

een Las|
13. 9AM-2PM 8AM entry 2

Real Estate
Rerntals

great place to Ine...

vatlaple Nk

Garden City - Furnished room,
kitchen & laundry avail.
S100 weekly, 2326

best deal for you...

2018 CHARGER GT AWD, 20K MI.
S23200 P 23283 North Bros. 734-928-2108

2016 FOCUS TIT. 21K MI. S13900
P23293 North Bros. 734-928-2108

2003 MUST. CONV. 20K MI. $10500
P 23284 North Bros. 734-928-2108

m

2016 EDGE SEL AWD_ 55K MI. $20500
P23317 Ford Dealership 734-928-2108

2015 ESCAPE TIT. 93K MI. $13300

P23274 North Bros. 734-928-2108

2014 ESCAPE TIT. 75K MI. $13000
P23316 Ford Dealership 734-928-2108

2018 EXPEDITION PLAT. 22K MI.

$61500 P23298 North Bros. 734-928-2108

SETBHNMI

2016 F150 37K MI. $31500 P23301
Ford Dealership 734-928-2108

2015 F150 62K MI. $25000 18T6419A
Ford Dealership 734-928-2108

m-m

2018 TRANSIT VAN 19K MI. $25000
P23320 Ford Dealership 734-928-2108

Find your new job HERE!

LANDSCAPING POSITIONS

Certified Pesticide Application, Lawn Mowing, Spring
Clean-ups, Shrub Trimming, Paver Installation,
Plantings and Equipment Operation.

All positions are flexible and interactive. Hour wage range from $14-$25.
Paid holidays and paid training. Healthcare available. Jobs change to
make them interesting and challenging.-

Friendly Atmosphere - We Ve been in

business for 61 years!

FJ LaFontaine & Sons
248-477-9695
landscape45@shcglobal.net

Find everything from local,

knowlledgeable professionals

to unbelievable deals
IN the classified section.
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HOW OLD ARE
THESE FRIES?

You know us for shopping, and now Cars.com

Is the site for the entire life of your car.

So for every turn, turn to Cars.com.

f SHOP

f SERVICE

(HS.(D“)) for every turn
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FOR EVERY TURN

More ways to
reach us.

We now have nultiple channels that you can use to update your account
information, reportcelivery isses, temporari ly stop your paper, activate your
digital account or address any questiions and concemsyou may have.

WE OFFER:
Virtual Hold Email Live Chat

Leave your information and a This option givesyou the
opportunity to leave more
details and have a record of

the correspondence.

Converse directly online
description of the issue and the with a representative.
next available representative
will call you back rather than

waiting on hold.

Visitour online hellp portal to access FAQs,
subscription services, member benefitsand more.

help.hometownlife.com



Finding work
shouldnt be work.

Introducing the first personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a profile to see which jobs you e perfect for.

jobs.hometownlife.cpn

LO-SPADEOVIIOVII



et Us Help You Be §
ore Independent m

WALK NTUBS S50 (HH!

? on your new walk-in tub with one day installation i

| SAVE SAE -
- $1000 R $500

i On Al Curved STAIRLIFTS  On Al Straight STAIRLIFTS

$ Call by April 30th for linited time savings!

BEB. (248) 406250

COMPLETE ONE-DAY INSTALLATION INCLUDED

THE BOLD LOOK
CFKOHLER

Experience the
walk-inbath that
Mends thebestin

safety, , comfort
and affordability.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Ultra-Low 3" SAVE S500" ON KOHLER
Step-in LUXSTONE, BATH WALLS

The Walk-In Bath Designed by KOHLER

With the safety features you need and the spa-like experience
you crave, the KOHLER® Walk-In Bath delivers a secure,
comfortable soak every time. Stay inthe home you love for
years to come.

The KOHLER Price Promise

We designed our Price Promise to give you the exact cost of
your walk-in bath down to the penny. Some companies offer
only an estimate, leaving the ultimate cost a mystery uidl
installation day. With KOHLER, you won thave any surprise
fees or hidden costs.

i\I/X’IA\NA(\:BILNEG” CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME QUOTE
TO QUALIFIED £ 313-800-7337
PURCHASERS

“Limited time offer. Valid through Aprill 3pth, 2019. Participating dealers aly. Not aailable InAK;
HI; or Nassau County, NY; Suffolk County, NY; Westchester County, NY; and Buffalo Courty, NY.
Also may not be aaileble inother areas. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offar.
Savings isoffof KOHLER, LuxStone, . Bath Wallswith the purchase ofa KOHLER* Befay™Walk-1In
Bath. Waik-In Bath irstalled inas littkas a day. ““Contact your local dealer for financing cetails.

UK3C10160022-03
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More ways 1o
'reach LS.

We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e

Virwal Hold

Leave your information and a
description of the i1ssue and the
next available representative
will call you back rather than
warting on hold.

Email

This option gives you the
opportunity to leave more
details and have a record of
the correspondence.

O

LiveChat

Converse directly online
with a representative.

Visitour online help portal to access FAQs,
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com



SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE
Livonia Campus
Visla Tech Center

FREE ADMISSITION AND

REFRESHMENTS, PRIZES
AND GIVEAWAYS]

Lea_rn_ how to mgke wise fi_nancial
decistons and live a healthier life.

e \More than 50 local exhibitors

= Presentations on asset management,
elder law, health care, pain relief
and more

questions? Erail a.velthoven@miChigan.COm

- grcrmmmg

(""™)The Eﬁerqre Firm 15[ HealthQlieSt lajl Mﬁ&gﬁ*i%&ﬁgﬂgé%&

schoolcraft O bserver & E ccentric QsliTen
College hometownlife.conm
PART OF THE USATODAY NETWORK
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ApK:SPIRAL SLICED HAM MEAL
Sweeten up 1%our holiday with our julci®, Dong-in,
spiral sliced ham. which has a wonderful
g wv-comDination of sweet, crunchy honei” glaze and
d hickory cured flavor. This exceptional neat is
complemented bi* tour choice of three delicious
homesti™e side dishes.

6521) " (0GB
] ]

r .V a. serves  ¢0.5-8 |h. ttarro
vih/- v - .- .--P1%ur Choice of 3 sides 3 Its. each)
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turkey + arn neals cone BDSCHS CLASSIC TURKEY MEAL
Coi?]k?)?/e?\ngagaggﬁt?i ngerit’ featuring Plaiville or&avic turkey

: o - Uue are proud to provide you with a holiday staple
With Instructions provided. roasted to perfection. This tender turkey is moist

on the inside and lightly crispy on the outside,

HOTIESTYLE SIDES. your choice of three homestyle sides complement
* Nashed lotoes this favorite holiday entree.

» cted suiterPotatoes serves fe-8 cio-ia Ih. Turkey) / turkey Gravy

» .caeestjiPotatoes your choice of 3 sides 3 Ibs. each)

* Jisted fled SKin Potatoes m N

> Sated terns

> SMAME MM Beans BUSCHSROASTED TURKEY BREAST MEAL
% Buschs Kitchen offers a fully cooked bone-in Turkey
. te_ltsfzn pgtatto :,aladl ; Breast, dusted with fresh aromatic herbs and comes

J1 _0'_ o1apo a_o sdla complete with a roasting pan. and reheating

> craini | nacaroni salag instructions. Please allow a hours to reheat.

> KotiniDeUghtpasta §alad Serves a-4 a-3 k. split Breast) / turkey Gravy
» Apple Almond stuffing your Choice of 3 sides d Ih. each)

» cranteT” orange (Hisft W7

O ustiiraZeur dd
w wunv azB.E}E.CM

AHFi ARBOR-MAIN ST. 1 ANN ARBQR-PUTMOUTH RD. | BRIGHTON 1 CANTON | CLINTON
DEXTER | FARMINGTON HILLS 1 LIVONIA | NOVI | PINCKNEY | PLYMOUTH/NORTHVILLE
ROCHESTER HILLS | SALINE 1 SOUTH LYON | TECUMSEH | WEST BLOOMFIELD



