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Area school officials troubled by Senate’s concealed weapon package
Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

With apologies to Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning and in reaction to the Michi
gan Senate’s passing of legislation al
lowing concealed weapons in schools, 
school officals like Plymouth-Canton 
Superintendent Monica Merritt are 
saying, “H o w  do I not love thee, let m e  
count the ways.”

The bills they don’t love were ap
proved earlier this month by the state 
Senate, allowing the concealed carry of 
handguns in places that have tradition
ally been off-limits to guns, such as 
schools, churches, day care centers, 
bars and stadiums.

The three-bill package, which now 
moves to the state House, passed the 
Senate in 25-12 votes, over strong ob
jections from Democrats, one day after 
it cleared a Senate committee.

And school officials aren’t happy 
about it. Merritt believes the legislation 
is wrong-minded in a variety of ways 
and her district’s board of education 
feels strongly enough that it unani
mously passed a resolution TYiesday 
urging the state Legislature to kill the 
bills.

“Safety and security is our No. 1 pri
ority. ... Anytime you’re introducing 
guns into our buildings, you potentially 
compromise the safety of our students

and staff,” Merritt said. “W e  have very 
good response time with our local police 
and we have school resource officers in 
our buildings.”

And that’s not her only problem.
“The biggest piece is we have a board 

of education and they are our governing 
body,” Merritt said. “They should have 
the authority to determine whether 
w e ’re a gun-free zone.”

See WEAPONS, Page A2
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This is a rendering of w h a t  the n e w  performing arts center w o u l d  look like, p a r c

PARC: $30 million campaign 
for new theater, renovations

With all n e w  w i nd ows , this is h o w  the front of P A R C  w o u l d  look after a massive renovation 
project, p a r c

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

It’s an ambitious plan that officials 
say could make Plymouth the cultural 
hub of Detroit’s western suburbs.

The vision involves a far-reaching 
renovation of the Plymouth Arts &  Rec
reation Center, a place where 27 arts, 
recreation and education tenants al
ready are renting space since P A R C  got 
the keys to the former Central Middle 
School two years ago.

And, in a major boost to the area’s 
cultural scene, the plan involves build
ing an 800-seat performing arts center 
about 100 yards from P A R C ’s rear en
trance, between P A R C  and the nearby 
Plymouth Cultural Center.

The total cost: $30 million.
To that end, the nonprofit P A R C  has 

launched a capital funding campaign 
amid hopes of reaching its fundraising 
goal by spring. Depending on how much 
is raised from private sources, P A R C  
m a y  work with local government offi
cials to propose a modest tax increase.

“W e ’re going to do everything w e  can 
, to raise as m uch private funding as we 

possibly can,” P A R C  President Don 
Soenen said.

Soenen and Gail Grieger, P A R C  exec
utive director, revealed the latest devel
opments during an interview in Soe- 

■ nen’s P A R C  office. They say it’s unique 
in this area to have a 17-acre site in a 
downtown setting to offer amenities 
such as P A R C  and a new theater.

Soenen said P A R C  already has about

125 likely commitments for the per
forming arts center from theater 
groups and other entertainers. H e  said 
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra is 
among those indicating a preliminary 
interest in performing.

Officials say the performing arts 
center would likely open in fall 2020 
with a 43,245-square-foot first level and 
a 7,100-square-foot balcony. If built, 
officials say the theater and P A R C  can

See PARC, Page A3

“W e ’regoing to do 
everything we can to raise 
as much private funding 
as we possibly can”
DON SOENEN
PARC president

Event touts
gratitude,
inspiration

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

Standing in front of people and 
having them watch her doing any
thing is way outside Abby Santelio’s 
comfort zone.

And that’s exactly why she was 
standing in front of students in her 
school, N e w  School High School in 
Plymouth Township, singing the Beat
les song, “Blackbird.”

She was one of several students 
who made presentations and stood to 
speak in front of the student body for 
the school’s Day of Inspiration and 
Gratitude.

For Abby, the song is about some
one who-has “been through so many 
tough times” and is still able to fly 
again.

“Standing up in front of people and 
having them look at m e  freaks m e  
out,” Abby said. “I’m  working on not 
being as scared by that. I want to be 
able to step out of m y  comfort zone.”

The event was a day for students to 
stand up and talk about things about 
which they’re passionate, about things 
and people who inspire them.

It’s a time, school leader Cyndy 
Burnstein said, when students and 
staff can take a step back from their 
academic lives and think about things 
that inspire and motivate them.

“At this school, we talk a lot about 
that kind of thing,” Burnstein said. “If 
students don’t, feel safe and cared for 
and respected and if they don’t re
spect others, they aren’t going to 
learn. If we have a relationship where 
the culture is a trusting one, w e ’re 
going to have a great environment.”

Figuring out what motivates and 
inspires is something Jamon Pulliam 
has done, which made him a good 
candidate to be the featured speaker 
at Tjesday’s event. Pulliam, a 2011 
Salem High School graduate, is now 
associate director of college at the

See INSPIRATION, Page A2

S o p h o m o r e  Rayda El-Charrf played the 
piano at the assembly, b r a d  k a d r i c h
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W E A P O N S
Continued from Page A1

Senate Majority Lead
er Arlan Meekhof, R- 
West Olive, and other 
proponents said the re
cent mass shooting at a 
Texas church made the 
legislation more timely 
than ever, on the theoiy 
that having responsible 
armed gun owners in 
churches or schools could 
deter, stop or minimize 
such attacks.

Meekhof said the vast 
majority of mass killings 
occur in gun-free zones 
and “citizens have the 
right to be safe and se
cure and defend them
selves and their loved 
ones.”

State Sen. Patrick 
Colbeck, R-Canton, sup
ported the bills.

“Many proponents of 
the Second Amendment, 
myself included, have 
seen how so-called ‘pistol- 
free zones’ should really 
be viewed as ‘criminal 
empowerment zones’

where people with evil in 
their hearts will go to try 
to find victims that they 
believe will be unarmed,” 
Colbeck said. “These bills 
still respect private prop- 
erty rights and won’t 
allow people to carry 
concealed on private 
property where they are 
not allowed. It will, how
ever, make sure that our 
Second Amendment 
rights and the ability of 
law-abiding citizens to 
defend themselves won’t 
artificially end in our 
public spaces due to ar
bitrary governmental 
laws.”

South Lyon Police 
Chief Lloyd Collins said 
he supports the three-bill 
package, although he 
believes the bills, as writ
ten, “still need some help, 
certainly.”

“The bill makes it too 
easy to get an exemp
tion,” Collins said. “There 
are technical issues with 
the current law and those 
bills are supposed to 
clean that up. I’m  a sup
porter of the Second 
Amendment and people

South Lyon Police Chief Lloyd 
Collins said he supports the 
three-bill package, although 
he believes the bills, as 
written, "still need s o m e  
help, certainly." file p h o t o

having the right to carry 
weapons. But there are 
still issues (with the 
bills).”

Milford Police Chief 
T o m  Lindberg doesn’t 
think it’s “necessarily” a 
Second Amendment issue 
and knows there are some 
districts where the bills 
will “be embraced.”

Lindberg, who said the 
Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police “lobbied

Milford Police Chief T o m  
Lindberg doesn't support 
legislation passed earlier this 
m o n t h  by the state Senate 
that w o u l d  m a k e  it easier to 
carry concealed w e a p o n s  in 
SChOOlS. BILL BRESLER | 
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M

very hard to get pistol- 
free zones,” said he does 
not support the changes.

“It should be a juris
dictional decision and the 
school district, based on 
what their culture is, 
should really have the 
ability to make that deci
sion,” Lindberg said. 
“W hen somebody makes 
the argument it’s better to 
have someone carrying a 
gun in case a bad guy

comes in, that is as silly 
as the opposite end of the 
spectrum, when people 
say nobody should ever 
be able to carry a gun at 
all. You can never predict 
every single scenario. 
There’s a happy median 
in there.”

Sen. Curtis Hertel, 
D-East Lansing, called it 
the “pistols in pre
schools” legislation.

Democrats proposed a 
series of amendments, 
including one from Her
tel to ban people who are 
on the no-fly list from 
getting a concealed pistol 
license. That amendment 
was rejected along a 
party line vote, along with 
amendments to cover any 
increased Lability insur
ance costs for schools 
that arise from the legis
lation and to reimburse 
teachers for the cost of 
buying body armor.

Novi Community 
Schools District Superin
tendent Steve Matthews 
is opposed to the legisla
tion for a very simple 
reason, in his mind: Guns 
do not belong in schools.

H e  said his district, 
like many others, takes 
several precautions to 
keep buildings safe —  
locking exterior doors, 
using a buzzer system to 
control entrances, using 
security cameras and a 
school resource officer 
from the Novi Police 
Department.

“W e  don’t need guns to 
be in buildings,” Mat
thews said. “W h y  should a 
teacher or administrator 
in a high-stress, highly 
emotional meeting have 
to worry about whether 
the parent has a con
cealed gun? W h y  should 
we have to worry if, in a 
crowded auditorium or 
gymnasium, that there 
might be concealed weap
ons?”

The House was expect
ed to take up the issue 
after the Thanksgiving 
break.
Detroit Free Press staff writer 
Paul Egan contributed to this 
story.
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INSPIRATION
Continued from Page A1

Drew School in San Fran
cisco, Calif.

H e  told the students 
that if they do “some
thing you’re really pas
sionate about, you’ll nev
er work a day in your 
life.”

“Young people need to 
understand they have to 
identify their inspiration 
and to identify what and 
who they’re thankful 
for,” Pulliam said. “It’s 
important for (students) 
to find the part of them 
that inspires them, to 
find gratitude.”

Nicole Colpaert was in 
the audience, because 
her son Ben was making 
a presentation (he of
fered an inspirational 
quote from Dr. Suess).

Colpaert said the as-

J a m o n  Pulliam w a s  guest speaker at N e w  School High's inspiration day. b r a d  k a d r i c h

sembly was a “great 
way” to get kids thinking 
about things like inspira
tion and gratitude.

“I don’t think kids

spend much time being 
grateful,” she said. “It’s 
great if something can 
bring that to the fore
front. W e  probably don’t

do that enough. The kids 
are really engaged in it.”
bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
Twitter @bka drich
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PARC
Continued from Page A1

heighten Plymouth’s 
position as an arts desti
nation.

“It solidifies Ply
mouth’s position as a 
destination for the arts 
for all of western Wayne 
County (and beyond),” 
Grieger said. “There’s 
really no other place in 
southeast Michigan that 
will be able to present 
those types of amenities 
in one place, with access 
to restaurants and shops 
and things like that.”

Nan Washburn, music 
director and conductor of 
the Michigan Philhar
monic, has said, “Having 
a performing arts center 
right in the heart of our 
hometown of Plymouth 
would be a dream come 
true for the Michigan 
Philharmonic.”

The latest develop

ments come after the 
three-story, 160,000- 
square-foot P A R C  build
ing already is used for 
theater productions, 
youth sports, culinary 
arts classes, orchestra 
concerts and arts educa
tion, among other uses. 
Tenants range from the 
Michigan Philharmonic 
to the Detroit-based Col
lege for Creative Studies, 
which wanted to offer 
classes in the Plymouth- 
Canton area.

In all, 85 percent of 
P A R C ’s 62 classrooms 
already are leased, Soe- 
nen said. P A R C  has arts, 
recreation and education 
tenants alongside recrea
tion offerings, including 
a swimming pool, a g y m 
nasium and outdoor ath
letic fields.

Soenen said the build
ing at 650 Church St. has 
an ideal location between 
Detroit and Ann Arbor. 
However, officials say 
the building, which also

was once Plymouth High 
School, dates back 100 
years and is in dire need 
of major renovations.

During the capital 
funding campaign, Soe
nen said attempts will be 
made to raise as much as 
possible through charita
ble donations from foun
dations, companies and 
individual donors. P A R C  
also will seek pledge 
commitments and oppor
tunities for large-scale 
donors to potentially 
have naming rights and 
recognition opportuni
ties.

Soenen envisions 
three equal pledge dona
tions in fall 2018, 
mid-2019 and mid-2020. 
Potential donors can 
initiate a pledge or learn 
more by contacting Soe
nen at dsoenen@sensors- 
inc.com.

Despite the money
raising campaign, Soenen 
acknowledged it’s likely 
that a tax increase might

be needed. Although it’s 
premature to say how 
much, Soenen said a 
1-mill tax hike would cost 
a typical homeowner 
about $110 a year, while 
0.5 mills would cost $55.

On a recent survey 
conducted by Lansing- 
based polling firm EPIC- 
M R A  for Plymouth and 
Plymouth Township, 
residents overwhelming
ly said they are aware of 
PARC. In all, 94 percent 
of city residents knew 
about it, compared to 84 
percent of township resi
dents.

Of those aware of 
PARC, 88 percent of city 
residents said the facility 
adds value to the Ply
mouth community, com
pared to 83 percent of 
township residents.

The question is, can 
P A R C  officials use that 
level of support to con
vince residents to ap
prove a tax increase, if 
one is needed.

The survey follows a 
separate, independent 
study by Lansing-based 
Anderson Economic 
Group that concluded the 
P A R C  plans will have a 
positive effect on proper
ty values and downtown 
businesses.

“P A R C  will bring nu
merous long-term bene
fits to the Plymouth com
munity, including quality 
of life and economic 
benefits,” the study con
cluded.

And a feasibility study 
conducted by an indepen
dent advisory firm,
Stout, Risius, Ross, LLC, 
concluded the project is 
viable.

“Based on our fore
casts of income, ex
penses and performance 
projections of the exist
ing and proposed devel
opment, our study of the 
business operations of 
the project indicates the 
future operation will be 
feasible,” the company

wrote.
It also said the busi

ness model of renting out 
space provides for a 
“stable income stream.”

Local residents Mark 
and Patty Malcolm donat
ed $3.5 million to save 
the building and support 
PARC.

In a press release, the 
Malcolms issued a joint 
statement saying P A R C  
“can become an incred
ible, value-added asset 
for us all, with scope and 
quality that is unprece
dented and superior to 
anything in this region.”

As the capital funding 
campaign begins in ear
nest, P A R C  officials plan 
to conduct public forums 
to educate the communi
ty on the P A R C  vision. 
One is scheduled for 7 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, at 
the Penn Theatre.
dclem@hometownlrfe.com 
Twitter: ©CantonObserver 
734-972-0919
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O N L I N EAUCTION
Sophisticated M o d e r n  Estate

• 4  BR. 7.5 B A  M o d e r n  Estate w /  O p e n  Floor Plan 
• 4.43± Private A c re s  • L o w e r  Level Built for Entertaining 
• Multiple Tiered O u t d o o r  S p a c e  • C o n v e n i e n t  Location 

• 8  C a r  H e a t e d  G a r a g e  • A n d  M u c h  More!
Previously Listed for $5,795,000 - Starting Bid Only $1.5M
(888) 4 1 5 - L U X E  | I N T E R L U X E . C O M / 1 2 4 8 8
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30™  ANNUAL CRAFT AND VENDOR SHOW
SATURDAY, D E C E M B E R  2 N D  

10am - 4 p m
Admission: $3, or $2 Along with a 
Canned Good - Donations Go to- 

Active Faith.
125 + Grafters and Vendors 
Wheel Chair Accessible 

Lunch available
Sponsored by South Lyon High School Football 

Boosters
South Lyon High School 

1000 N. Lafayette, South Lyon M I  48178 
(11 mile/ Pontiac Trail)

Traverse City Area Properti
You s h o u l d  h a v e  a p l a c e  U p  N o r t h !

I'm a T C  native. It really is as wonderful a place to live as it seems! 
I've traveled a lot of the world -  a nd this is o n e  of the special places, to be 
sure. You'd be a m a z e d  at h o w  s w e e t  the d o w n t o w n  condos are -  a nd h o w  
m a n y  unique, cool, wonderful houses and settings there are available. At 
affordable prices! T h e  world is absolutely m a k in g  its w a y  to our doorstep
to be s u r e _ _ but we're in the infancy stages of w h e r e  prices are headed.
It's a p h e n o m e n a l  time to buy. If you're thinking of jumping in, up here, w h y  
not use an expert? I've b een at it for the last 3 0  years -  successfully! I can
steer you straight, cut to the chase on market issues_ _ and use a world
of connections to find your d r e a m  setting -  for the right price. Btw, you can 
listen to m y  radio s h o w  A s k  the Real Estate G u y  with Jack L ane on Saturday 
mornings at w w w . w t c m r a d i o . c o m  -  click on Listen Live. T h e  s h o w  is on from 
8:04 to 9:00 -  for 16 years it's b een northern Michigan's #1 s h o w  about real 
estate, history, Tiger baseball, local stories a nd character and, sometimes, 
even m o r e  real estate. You'll b e c o m e  a regular if you listen once!

“-Jack"

The best Lake Michigan building 
site in all of Leelanau County. 1.5 
acres overlooking protected dunes 
and 100 feet of gorgeous Lake 
Michigan frontage. The views are 
wide, endless and breathtaking!
• Priced to sell at $449,000

Sweet Torch Lake setting -
halfway up the treasured East side 
of the lake (overlooking sunsets), 
this place is a m e m o r y  maker! 
With it’s oh so rare boathouse 
at the water’s edge - perfect for 
storing all the beach and water 
toys. Needs renovation or build a 
dream house.
• S575 nnn -  vou’ii love it.

Own your own Flower Shop! Sweet business 
opportunity in downtown Bellaire! This flower shop does 
great $$ numbers and the property is in a prime corner 
location. Blooming business with all sorts of upside! Yes, 
the pun w a s  intended. If you’re looking for a business 
you’ll love coming to every day with a wonderful pace of 
life, this is it! • $188,500 includes the real estate.

J

ACME neighborhood - 3 BR/1.5 baths. Beautiful blend 
of prairie style meets mid Century modem. Adjoins 
Lockenheath golf course. Nature lovers will delight in the 
setting - light pouring into the house, all one level living with 
a huge, wandering basement for exercise, crafts and storage. 
1 mile from restaurants, four great golf courses and the G.T. 
Resort. The house comes with a private, sandy beach that is 
shared with a few neighbors. • Motivated Seller! $278,500

Executive Hunting Lodge - 1 0 0  A C R E S  with incredible 
views, privacy and possibilities! Could be a year round 
h o m e  (as currently used), or it could be an Executive 
Hunting Lodge with 100 acres 8 miles SE of Cadillac and 
just a few miles from the freeway for easy trips Up North! 
This year round Prairie Style meets Mid Century Modern 
house built on one of the highest points in northern Lower 
Michigan will m a k e  a fabulous hunting property.

Mart i nn

For m o r e  info o n  these -  o r  expert help in northern Michigan real estate.

231-883-7444
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PCA students collect relief funds for Puerto Rico

During the m o n t h  of November, Plymouth Christian A c a d e m y  has been involved in a contest to raise funds for Puerto Rico. 
The destruction in Puerto Rico has been close to PCA's heart since o n e  of its staff me mb ers , Netty Melendez, has family there 
an d  has shared members' first-hand accounts of the tragedy that has struck the island. Collection cans w e r e  placed outside 
classrooms, preschool through 12th grade, including elementary a n d  secondary principals, Ryan Batson a n d  Caryn Huntsman. 
Staff and students voted for the persons (one elementary an d  o n e  secondary) w h o  w o u l d  e n d  u p  dressed in a turkey 
costume by placing m o n e y  in their can. Th e  winner of the elementary contest w a s  sixth-grade teacher Ashley Frey, while the 
winner of the secondary contest w a s  middle school teacher Nathan Yates. T h e  a m o u n t  of m o n e y  raised w a s  to be an no unc ed 
and a check w a s  to be presented to Melendez at the annual P C A  Thanksgiving Chapel.

C A N T O N  LIBRARY E V E N T S
Hero Hangout: 
Comics Reading 
Group
W h e n :  7-8 p.m. third Wednes
day of each month 
Details: D o  you love reading 
comics or learning about super 
heroes? Join us for Hero Hang
out, a comic book club is for 
ages 7-12, and you choose what 
to read. Every w e ek w e  will be 
sharing, reading and making 
comics. Participants are encour
aged to bring a comic to share 
with a group, but are not re
quired.

O n  the Spot Tech 
Help
W h e n :  5-7 p.m. each Wedn es
day and noon to 2 p.m. each 
Saturday
Details: A  team of tech-sawy 
volunteers has been assembled 
at CPL to help you find the 
answers to those tech issues you 
can't quite figure out on your 
own. Whether you need help 
while working on a project at 
one of our computers, setting 
up an email address or d o w n 
loading an app on your phone, 
w e  can help.

ELL Conversation 
Groups
W h e n :  9:30-11 a.m. each Thurs
day and Friday 
Details: Practice speaking 
English in an informal setting 
with Community Literacy Coun
cil volunteers. See the English 
Language Learner Program FA Q  
at www.cantonpl.org for more 
information.

Digital Drop-In Help
W h e n :  10-11 a.m. each Friday 
Details: Stop in to get one-on- 
one help with your e-readers 
from the friendly experts at the 
Information desk. Just bring , 
your device and your desire to 
learn. Kindle users must bring 
A m a z o n  log-in information as 
well.

Computer Skills Lab 
for Beginners
W h e n :  9-11 a.m. second Sat
urday of each month 
Details: If you are looking to 
build a foundation of strong 
computer skills, including In
ternet use and setting up an 
email account, stop in' to CPL's

Internet Lab. W e  will have 
guided activities for practice 
with mouse skills, copying/ 
pasting and more, with trusted 
experts on hand to answer any 
questions you ma y  have or 
connect you to additional re
sources.

Family Storytime
Details: Family Storytime pro
vides an opportunity for care
givers to actively engage with 
their children under age 5. 
Together with a youth librarian, 
you can build early literacy skills 
in a welcoming environment 
through meaningful stories, 
songs and play. Encourage a 
love of language and reading 
while practicing listening and 
cooperative tasks. Every Family 
Storytime is followed by a 
half-hour of A B C  Activity Time. 
G o  to www.cantonpl.org for a 
full November program sched
ule.

Preschool Storytime
Details: Preschool storytimes 
feature longer books, flannel 
board and rhymes designed for 
children ages Btt-SS. These 
activities help develop pre-

reading and school-readiness 
skills. Children must be able 
to sit independently and be 
attentive for 30 minutes. 
Parents ma y  attend, if need
ed, to help transition their 
child to this program, and all 
parents must remain in the 
children's department. 
Registration is required and 
you can pick a Mond ay or a 
Friday session. G o  to 
www.cantonpl.org for 
registration and schedule.

Baby Storytime
Details: Baby Storytime is 
designed for babies 18 
months and younger with an 
adult and features simple 
stories, songs and rhymes 
carefully chosen to build 
awareness of language and 
vocabulary, foster a love of 
books and provide a fun, 
interactive experience for 
babies and parents/care
givers. Registration is re
quired. G o  to 
www.cantonpl.org for 
registration and schedule.

Century mark: State’s 
oldest Mayflower 
descendant is 100

W h e n  Betty Ann 
Dryer joined the Soci
ety of Mayflower D e 
scendants in Michigan 
in 1989, she had no idea 
she would be celebrat
ed as the organization’s 
most senior m e m b e r  
nearly 30 years later.

Born Nov. 18,1917, 
in Coldwater, Dryer 
spent her formative 
years in that city be
fore moving to the 
Wayne area, where she 
has spent the past 50 
years.

She attended Cleary 
College in Ypsilanti 
and later worked as a 
bookkeeper in her hus
band’s medical prac
tice.

She married Dr. C. 
Kenneth Dryer, M.D., 
in September 1939 and 
together they raised 
three children, Kendra 
Dryer Ross of Naper
ville, 111., a nursing 
instructor; Richard D. 
Dryer, M.D., of Pinck
ney, who is affiliated 
with the Henry Ford 
Medical System; and 
Diana Dryer Stadtmill- 
er of Northville, a high 
school English and 
middle school E S L  
teacher.

K e n  and Betty were 
married for nearly 72 
years before his death 
in 2011. She has been 
very active in Wayne, 
volunteering at the 
Annapolis Hospital 
Auxiliary, the First 
Congregational Church 
and serving as a Cub 
Scout troop leader.

Dryer currently 
lives in Canton, near 
her family.

Directly descended 
from Stephen Hopkins, 
a pilgrim who arrived 
in the N e w  World on a

Betty A n n  Dryer is the state's 
oldest Ma yf low er 
descendant.

small sailing ship 
called the Mayflower 
in 1620, Dryer proved 
her ancestry in 1989 
before the benefits of 
computers and the 
Internet, building on 
the research done by 
other family members.

Her ancestor was 
from Hampshire, E n g 
land, and was one of 
the few pilgrims who 
had visited the N e w  
World before joining 
the separatists who 
left England for reli
gious freedom in 1620. 
H e  had visited both 
Barbados and James
town by 1609. As an 
experienced traveler, 
Hopkins was invalu
able to the Pilgrims in 
their relationships 
with the Native A m e r 
icans.

Mayflower descend
ants across the globe 
will celebrate the 
400th anniversary of 
the Mayflower arrival 
at Cape Cod and what 
is n o w  Plymouth, 
Mass., in 2020.

Thursday, December 7th, from 1 to 4 p.m.
C o m m u n i t y  tours | Refreshments | Activities 

PLUS enter to win a $100 V I S A  gift card after you visit both locations!
W i n n e r  will be notified after the events h ave ended.

RSVP today and reserve your take-home gifts!
(734) 335-4276

VVA L T O N  W O O D
CARRIAGE PARK

Gift Wrapping <Sl Holiday Pastries!
• Guests can bring in 1 present for free gift 
wrapping (limit 1 per person)

• Take h o m e  a holiday pastry
2000 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton

V ______ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______  J

W A L T O N W O O D  
CHERRY HILL

Food Drive <&. Poinsettias!
• Bring in a non-perishable food item to benefit 
Gleaner’s Foo d  Drive

• Take h o m e  a 4 ” poinsettia
42600 Cherry Hill Rd., Canton

¥ A L T O N ¥ G O D



S E R R A .
2017 CHEVYC L O S E O U T

GM Employee Pricing for all on Select Models!
S E R V I C E  D R I V E  N O W  O P E N

After a couple months of road construction outside our building,
we are happy to inform you that our 

service drive is NOW OPEN!
T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  patience!

2017 Trax LS
MSRP $21,895

STARTING AS LOW AS 
$14,198

■ 1.4 L Turbocharged Engine 
'10 Air Bags 
•RearView Camera
■ Remote Keyless Entry
■ Onstar w 4 G  LTE with Wi Fi Hotspot
■ Chevrolet Complete Care Included

STOCK #172940

/MO*
WITH $999 DOWN

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles Per Year/ With G M  Lease Loyalty

2017 Cruze IT
MSRP $23,535

STARTING AS LOW 
AS $14,900

■1.4L Turbo Engine 
•10 Air Bags 
•8 W a y  P o w e r  Seat 
•RearVision C a m e r a
■ Onstar w 4 G  LTE with Wi Fi Hotspot
■ Chevrolet Complete Care Included

/MO*
WITH $9)9 OOWH

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles Per Year/ With G M  Lease Loyalty

2018 Equinox LT
MSRP: $27,695

STARTING AS LOW AS 
$22,991

'1.5 LTurbo Engine
■ 7" Color Touch Screen MyLink Radio 
' Remote Keyless Entry
■RearVision Camera w  /gjgft-k
■Aluminum Wheels g
1 Onstar w 4 G  LTE with Wi Fi Hotspot la/iru d*Ann n a i j /k
■ Chevrolet Complete Care Included WITH $333 UUWN
24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles Per Year/ With a N0N-GM Lease

NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED!

2017 Malibu LT
MSRP $26,060

STARTING AS LOW ft 
$17,282 : ■_..

11.5 T ub ro D OH C  Engine 
' 8” Touch Screen MyLink Radio 
■Rear Vision Camera
■ Power Drivers Seat
■ Onstar w 4 G  LTE with WiFi Hotspot
■ Chevrolet Complete Care Included

*149,
STOCK #170974

/MO*
WITH $999 DOWN

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles Per Year/ With GM Lease Loyalty

2017 Traverse A W D  LS
MSRP $34,745

STARTING AS LOW AS 
$27,395

■3.6V6 Engine
■ 6 Speed Automatic Transmission 
■8 Passenger Seating
•Rear Vision C a m er a  
• 4  Wheel Anti Lock Brakes 
■ X M  Satellite Radio
■ Chevrolet Complete Care

$197/m
WITH $999 DOWN

ST0CK#17256O

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles Per Year/ With a N0N-GM Lease
NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED!

2018 Silverado Double Cab LT 4x4
MSRP: $45,910

STARTING AS LOW AS 
$39,517

5.3 V8 Engine 
6 Speed Auto Transmission 
All Star Edition inc.
Trailing Package 
Power Seat 
'Rear Back Up Camera 
■Remote Start 
■18” Wheels
■ Chevrolet Complete Care Included

VMO
WITH $999 DOWN

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles Per Year/ With GM Lease Loytalty

s e r r a c h e v r o l e t . c o m FIND NEW ROADS ; COMPLETE 
C H E V R O L E T  CARE

C H E V R O L E T
Showroom Hours

Monday 9:00 A M  - 9:00 P M
Tuesday 9:00 A M  - 9:00 P M
Wednesday 9:00 A M  - 9:00 P M
Thursday 9:00 A M  -  9:00 P M
Friday 9:00 A M  - 6:00 P M
Saturday 9:00 A M  - 4:00 P M

28111 Telegraph Road 
Southfield, Ml 48034
Visit www.serrachevrolet.com 

for Construction Traffic 
Directions or call us at:

B I S H  ON T E L E G R A P H - N O R T H  OF I-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.COM | 1-866-MY-CHEVY O T  1-866"692“4389
K S t t a J l l K payments &  pricing require Costco Membership Discount or G M  Friends & Family discount



All-natural toy store opens in Plymouth
Maria Taylor

Special to Hometownlife.com 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  

M I C H I G A N

W h e n  Judy Alexan
der had her first son, 
she realized she had a 
problem. It was the 
very early years of the 
eco-friendly movement 
and, for people who 
valued organic food 
and clothing and furni
ture, there wasn’t much 
out there.

So she set to work to 
fix that.

Today, what started 
as a side hustle has 
turned into a full-time 
business: Palumba, an 
all-natural toy store 
dedicated to quality 
workmanship and sim
ple, beautiful materi
als. This fall, Alexan
der relocated her store 
to Plymouth after 10 
years in Ann Arbor.
The new storefront is 
at 502 Farmer St., an 
industrial building by 
the railroad tracks.

Palumba’s mission is 
“inspired natural liv
ing.” Inside, you can 
find natural wooden 
toys, Waldorf dolls 
made of soft fabric, 
musical instruments, 
art supplies, organic 
clothing and hardwood 
furniture.

“I primarily only had 
organic food and it 
made sense that I want
ed a mattress for m y  
child that’s not full of 
chemicals. I didn’t 
want to have clothing 
full of chemicals. So I 
started importing and 
then selling organic 
baby clothing,” Alexan
der said. “It’s healthier 
for babies, healthier 
for kids and healthier 
for the environment.”

Alexander joined 
forces with a local arti
san who did woodwork
ing and ended up buy-

Laura D a r r o w  tags little flatbed trucks, b ill b r e s l e r  | h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

ing him out seven years 
ago. Camden Rose is 
the manufacturing side 
of the business and 
produces more than 200 
types of wood products, 
including rattles, teeth- 
ers, blocks and puzzles.

All Palumba/Camden 
Rose products are 
m ade in the U.S. from 
either wood, wool, silk 
or cotton: no plastics, 
no electronics. That’s a 
big part of what makes 
her toys different, Al
exander said.

“W o o d  is w a r m  to the 
touch, almost like a 
person,” she said. 
“Plastic can get really 
cold, really hot.”

Palumba products 
are fashioned after a 
Waldorf education,

which is all about open- 
ended, authentic play - 
like the cherry wood 
rattle, one of the first 
toys to be sold. It’s a 
doughnut-shaped circle 
with a bar through the 
center and a wooden 
bead on the bar. Like all 
Cam d e n  Rose products, 
it’s m ade by hand.

“W h e n  a baby shakes 
it, they see what makes 
the noise,” Alexander 
said. “They see cause 
and effect. With most 
rattles, the noisemaker 
is hidden.”

Topping the sales 
charts is the simple 
hearth kitchen. It’s a 
play kitchen with a 
stove, an oven and a 
sink. It’s made of solid 
cherry hardwood and

sells for $379.99. Alex
ander calls it heirloom 
quality. “After you’re 
done playing with it for 
seven, eight years, you 
can sand it, refinish it 
and it’s like new,” she 
said. “It’s ecological, 
too.”

Orders for Palumba/ 
Camden Rose come 
from all across the 
United States, primari
ly online.

“It started as a small 
market, but it’s grow
ing,” Alexander said. 
M a n y  customers are 
people with allergies or 
food sensitivities or 
can only handle natural 
products.

For those who visit 
the new Plymouth loca
tion, there’s a special 
feature: a 1,000-square- 
foot “natural play
room,” kind of like a 
m ock house, where you 
can see Palumba prod
ucts in a lifestyle set
ting. Admission to the 
room is $8 and kids and 
families can hang out, 
play and test the prod
ucts. It’s a big upgrade 
from the last location, 
where the showroom 
was less than a quarter 
of the current size.

“People used to look 
in there and say, ‘wow!’ 
W h e n  it’s all natural 
products in a room, it’s 
a totally different feel
ing,” Alexander said. 
“They’re beautiful —  
soft, inviting. Even if 
they’re left out, not put 
away, they look artful.”

Simple play, she 
said, allows a child to 
be creative and fosters 
their development.
With something as ba
sic as simple wooden 
blocks, you can make a 
fort, an animal, a 
house.

In today’s high-tech, 
high-speed world, 
couldn’t w e  all use a bit 
more of that?

LOWEST Clothing Pricey.
We put the happy in your holidays!
Nov. 24 Spend $25
rnoav

in one visit and get50% OFF

'■c

♦ your total purchase
8a m  - 3p m  only

(No c o u p o n s  necessary; d o e s  not include p u r c h a s e  of Gift Cards)
the first 25 customers get a 5 0 %  O F F  C O U P O N

for a  future purchase from Jan. 8 -  31,2018

Noy.20-Dec.24:
Spend $25 in one visit

on store merchandise or Gift Cards...
With our m a n y  social and recreational 

activities, chef-prepared meals, and private 
apartments, retirement never sounded so 
good. Enjoy retirement, the Holiday way.

Westland 35300 Central City Pkwy across from Westland Mall 
Southfield 25646 8 Mile at Beech-Daly • Warren 200111 Mile comer of Dequindre 

EastPointe 24900 Kelly at 10 Mile Oak Park l22130Coolidgeat9Mile "Taylor 22615 Ecorse In Sunrise Or 
° Pontiac 600 N. Telegraph across from Summit Mall Southgate 12125 Dix between Northllne & Goddard 
■ Ypsilanti 1410 E. Michigan at Michigan & Harris -Clinton TWp 33955 Gratiot between 14&15 Mile

Schedule a tour 
today and receive 
a piece of pie 
or a mum! Cali 
734-666-0309 

today!

j l
k ’- r iV  | :: if

/  /■LX j

All stores open: M - Sat 9am - 9pm; Sun 10am - 6pm i m

Ign up for exclusive emnll promotions &  announcements

i f *
©2017 HARVEST MANAGEMENT SUB LLC, HOLIDAY AL MANAGEMENT SUB LLC, HOLIDAY Al NIC MANAGEMENT LLC

LO-OUQ0002474̂)4
m m s m s mr v r I: I



Madonna launches fast-track nursing program

Michigan's nursing shortage is expected to reach 5,296 by 2018, prompting M a d o n n a  University 
to begin a n e w  fast-track nursing program.

The nationwide nurs
ing shortage is expected 
to hit critical levels over 
the next decade and 
southeast Michigan is no 
exception. If the number 
of registered nurse grad
uates remains constant, 
Michigan’s nursing short
age will reach 5,296 by 
2018, according to Michi
gan Health Council 2016 
data. T.iat’s why Madon
na University and Ascen
sion’s St. John Provi
dence are teaming up to 
offer anew, accelerated 
path to nursing.

Maconna University’s 
College of Nursing and 
Health is pleased to an
nounce the launch of its 
Accelerated Bachelor of 
Scienca in Nursing pro
gram. Qualified students 
can transfer their college 
credit 9r non-nursing 
degrees to earn a B S N  in 
16 morths through a 
combhation of online 
coursework, on-site lab 
experience and clinical 
placements through St. 
John Providence, the 
ABSNprogram’s aca
demic practice partner.

“As the need for 
nurses increases, it is 
imporant for us to help 
meet the demand 
through more quality 
educational options,” said 
Catherine Griffin, Ph.D., 
RN, interim dean of Ma- 
donnaUniversity’s Col
lege o:' Nursing and

Health. “Our new A B S N  
program provides the 
opportunity for more 
students to earn a B S N  
degree, so they can begin 
their careers of service 
in the community as soon 
as possible.”

Metro Detroit’s health 
care sector is a prime 
destination for regis
tered nurses because'of 
the rapidly aging baby 
boomer population and 
retirement wave of regis
tered nurses; 43 percent 
of the R N s  in southeast 
Michigan plan to retire

within 10 years, accord
ing to 2016 data from the 
Michigan Center for 
Nursing.

“Developing qualified, 
career-ready nurses 
through an accelerated 
nursing program like this 
is essential for our com
munity,” said Gay Land- 
strom, St. John Provi
dence chief nursing offi
cer. “As the demand 
increases, it’s our respon
sibility as a health care 
leader to provide and 
foster solutions. That’s 
why we are proud to

team up with Madonna 
University to help edu
cate and prepare the 
nurses of tomorrow.” 

Madonna University’s 
A B S N  program has spots 
available now for qual
ified students.

The A B S N  program 
will offer three start 
dates each year, fall, 
winter and summer. M U  
is accepting applications 
now for the first start 
Aug. 27, 2018

To learn more, go to 
absn.madonna.edu or call 
844-319-2107.

^ too many children living in foster care,1
be holidays are often a time of feeling lost with little hope.

Plase help bring home the magic of the holidays to a child in need.
For mort information on how to give, please visit our website at www.orchards.org. 

Contact Vicki Orteans to have your toy receptacle dropped off- at 248.530.5410 
atvorieans@orchards.org.

OrchardsChildren's Services is a 501 (c)3 organization. w r C I u u U o ___

H U G E  T O Y  S A L E I
Wall to Wall - Storewide Sale!Sv-wi. New Markdowns & Merchandise Arriving!

Fantastic Prizes Will Be Awarded!
Our Biggest 
Sale Ever!

irra&WsoLDifF.i H  ill SHOP

Share T h e  News! 
Bring Your Friends!

Earn Daily Prize Dollars!

T h e  Doll Hospital &  T o y  Soldier S h o p  i
3947 W .  12 Mile R d „  Berkley • 248-543-3115!

VISIT DOLLHOSPfTAL.COM FOR HOURS & DETAILS

Three Canton churches 
vying for security award
Security 101-Detroit 

has announced three 
area churches are 
finalists to receive a 
$10,000 integrated 
security system as 
part of the corporate
wide sixth annual Gift 
of Security. The Gift 
of Security provides 
integrated security 
services from Securi
ty 101 and equipment 
from product partner 
Axis Communication.

The winner of the 
system will be chosen 
in a public online vot
ing process running 
through Dec. 8.

The local finalists, 
chosen by a panel of 
civic leaders, include 
St. Thomas a’Becket 
Church, Connection 
Church and St. John 
Neumann Parish, all

of Canton.
To vote for one of 

these nonprofit organiza
tions, go to the Gift of 
Security website at 
detroit/gift-of-security. 
The winning organization 
will be announced Dec.
11.

Since its inception in 
2012, the program has 
grown yearly and bene
fited 14 nonprofit groups. 
Former winners have 
included children’s or
ganizations, domestic 
abuse homes, homeless 
shelters and more. This 
year, Security 101-Detroit 
is one of 15 Security 101 
locations participating 
nationwide.

For more information, 
go to www. security 
101.com.

I OIL CHANGE!AND LUBRICATIOH SPECIAL

Drain Oil ~ Mobil 5w30 Conventional Oil " AC Delco Oil Filter FREE f,lultl-Polni Inspection
Valid on most GM vehicles not valid with any other offer. Price 
applies to most GM Vehicles. Price does not apply to semi 
or full synthetic and diesel oib.

CcrtKM Sstvlcspsi IS! “74f  TOWARD ANY 
;-K| SERVICE WORK 

PtRFORMED 
“ ® f §  BETWEEN 

*150-s1.000

B E R R A
C H E V R O L E T

Not valid with any other ofters. 
Must present coupon at time 
of write-up. Discount not 

applicable on oil change or tire 
purchase. Expires 12-31-17

H i
<^>

FRONT END A U B M M M t T I B E  l| 
B 0 W I 0 H  BALANCE &  BRAKE B 

INSPECTION
Not valid with other offers.Must present coupon at time 

ot write-up. Expires 12-31-17

ANYFIUIDFIDSH ij COMPLETE DETIULl■  0H1Y APPLIES TO CSMTUnOnill

INCLODES:
TRANSMISSION • BRAKE 

P O W E R  STEERING •COOULKT 
OB AN TMR EE ZE 

FUEL • DIFFER EHT1A1
Not valid with any other offers. Must present coupon 1 at time of write-up. I Expires 12-31-17

S H A M P O O  AND DETAJl INTERIOR. W A X  AND W A S B  EHTiniOn. CLEA!) (Ill GLASS SQRFACES a  DETAIL ENCINE C O MP ART ME NT I Cannot be combined with any* 
other coupon or offer. Call for I appointment Must present | 

coupon. Exp. 12-31-17

E S I I J B  ON TELEGRAPH • NORTH OF 1-696
SERRACHEUROLET.COM 1248.354:6001

Custon Closets | Garage Cabinets | Home Offices | Pantries Laundries Hobby Rooms

Imagine Your Home, Totally Organized!

WINTER F R E E Z E  SPECIAL
Move in during November or December 2017
a n d  h a v e  2 0 1 7  r a t e s  f r o z e n  f o r  all o f  2 0 1 8 ! *

Independent Living • Assisted Living • M e m o r y  Care • Enhanced Living

Give us a call to schedule a tour, have a cup of 
coffee and get a taste of scenic independent 
senior living all on the comfort of one campus.

fflThe Village of
W e s t l a n d
A  S E N I O R  LIVING C O M M U N I T Y
Q  A  Mission of Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

32001 Cherry Hill Road 
Westland, Michigan 48186-7902

O  CRAIN’SJT Best-managed
° NONPROFIT

W I N N E R
Presbyterian Villages 

of Michigan

734.728.5222
www.pvm.org

‘These incentives are not valid with any other discounts. Offer is subject to change.



Only 1 out of 5 people who could 
benefit from a hearing aid 

actually wears one.*
We can help you stay active and 
involved through better hearing.

Hear when you need us.

M J O . S . AHearing Centers
a division of M i c h i g a n  O t o l a r y n g o l o g y  S ur ge r y  Associates

1600 S. C anton Center Rd.( Suite 3 40 Part of the U - M  Premier Care N e t w o r k  
Canton, Ml Most other insurance coverages accepted.
mosaaudiology.com

ANN ARBOR/YPSI 
734-221-5080
B R I G H T O N
8 1 0 - 5 3 4 - 2 2 0 0

Ask about 
our hearing aids 

free h o m e  
trial!**

C A N T O N
7 3 4 - 2 2 1 - 5 0 7 9
C H E L S E A
7 3 4 - 3 8 5 - 5 1 0 0
S A L I N E
7 3 4 - 3 1 6 - 7 6 2 2

V/S/l DBCiVE*

* N I H / N I D C D
** some conditions m a y  apply

, A W X W e'

LORI SHAPIRO. M.A.

in Canton, call Lori (734) 221-5079

S d w d c r a f t  Coihge d e p a r t m e n t  ‘‘J  Wjasic Preimti

eason.
Jedturii

Ĉ ollê iale ^yntLedizer (^ndemlL

and \iJind ̂dndemiL

Saturday, December 9,2017 ♦ 7:30 p.m.
DiPonio Room, VisTaTech Center

Admission is Free
Donations accepted for the funding of Schoolcraft Ensembles

For more information 
734462-4403 

music@schoolcraft.edu 
visit http://schoolcraft.edu/community

iUumm esfeicraft 18600 Haggerty Road, Uvonia, Ml 48152

www.schoolcraft.edu

H H

S o m e  things to consider 
with a Roth IRA conversion
Q: I was at a library 

talk you gave a few 
weeks ago and one of 
the items you talked 
about was that people 
should look at poten
tially converting some 
of their traditional 
IRAs into a Roth IRA. I 
sat down with my ac
countant and had him 
compute the numbers. 
He told me that, be
cause of my income, I 
could only convert 
about $10,000 in order 
to stay in the same 
bracket. With Michi
gan taxes and federal 
taxes, it'll cost me 
about $3,500 in taxes. 
My question is, where 
best to get this mon
ey? The two options I 
have are to either take 
a little larger IRA dis
tribution and use the 
extra money to pay 
the tax or take the 
money from my per
sonal checking ac
count. My question to 
you is, which option 
do you think I should 
take? I want to do an
other Roth conversion 
next year. It is best to 
wait until the end of 
the year or should I do 
it at the beginning of 
the year?

A: First, I think it is 
great that you’re doing 
a Roth IRA conversion.
I think it is an excellent 
strategy and something 
more people should 
take advantage of. Af
ter all, if you can turn 
tax-deferred money 
into tax-free money, 
w h y  not?

With regards to pay
ing the taxes, there’s no 
doubt in m y  mind that

Rick
Bloom

M O N E Y  , 
MATTERS

you should take it from 
your checking account. 
The reasoning is quite 
simple —  if you take 
additional amount of 
money from a tradition
al IRA and use that to 
pay your taxes, you are 
taxed on the distribu
tion. If you take the 
money from your 
checking account, there 
would be no additional 
tax liability.

What m a n y  people 
forget about is, when 
you do a Roth conver
sion, there is a tax li
ability. That’s w h y  I 
always tell people that 
one of m y  rules of con
verting is that you must 
have the money avail
able to pay the taxes 
without touching any of 
the money that you are 
converting. In addition, 
if you did withdraw 
extra money from an 
IRA for the conversion 
and you are under 59̂ 2, 
in addition to the tax on 
that money, you would 
also have to pay a penal
ty. To make things easi
er, you should always 
plan to pay your tax 
liability if you do a Roth 
conversion with non- 
IRA money.

With regards to tim
ing of a Roth conver
sion, do it sooner than 
later. M y  reasoning is 
simple: the sooner you 
convert, the more time 
your money has to grow 
tax-free vs. tax-de-

)ple
aken

ferred. If all things are 
equal, I would d o m y  
Roth conversion it the 
beginning of the year 
rather than at the end.

If you do decide to do 
a Roth IRA conversion 
at the beginning (f the 
year, make sure tiat if 
you need to makean 
estimated payment for 
your tax liability, You 
do so. So m a n y  pep 
are under the m k  
belief that they cin wait 
until the following April 
to pay the tax, but that 
is not the case. As I’ve 
mentioned m a n y  times 
in the past, taxes ire 
due on a quarterly ba
sis, so if you do a koth 
conversion in the Trst 
quarter of 2018, it is 
important to look it 
your income tax s tua- 
tion to make sure fou 
don’t have to makt an 
estimated paymert.

There is still tine 
before the end of the 
year to do a Roth on- 
version, but the click is 
ticking. Remember, the 
Roth IRA convers on 
must be complete be
fore the end of the year 
and there are no exten
sions. If you are t ink
ing about doing a loth 
conversion, you shouldrpi
contact you I R A  cisto-
dian as soon as possible 
so the transaction ban
be completed in plenty 
of time 

Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His w e  
www.bloomasset
management.com. ifyo 
would like him to respoi 
questions, email rick@ 
bioomassetmanagemen

site is

dto

com.

Welcome Home
W e l c o m e  to A m e r i c a n  H o u s e  w h e r e  y o u ’ll 
find senior living at its finest. Enjoy world-class 
amenities, premier concierge services, exciting 
activities a n d  maintenance-free living.
W e  offer the lifestyle y o u  d e m a n d  with the care 
y o u  m a y  n e e d  in the future. C o m e  s e e  w h y  so 
m a n y  seniors call A m e r i c a n  H o u s e  h o m e !

Schedule your lunch and tour today!
(734) 666-0835

AmericanHouseQS
S E N I O R  LIVING C O M M U N I T I E S

Breaking New Ground in Senior Living"

AmericanHouse.com

Independent Living | Assisted Living ^ ( 0
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C h e c k  o u t  t h e  coolest a q u a r i u m  s h o p  in M i c h i g a n
David Bloom

Special to Hometownlife.com 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  

M I C H I G A N

It is hard to charac
terize what’s hidden be
hind a non-descript home 
on Inkster Road in R o m u 
lus, but it’s one of the 
coolest places in metro 
Detroit.

Is it a business, an 
over-the-top hobby cave, 
a nursery or a farm? It’s 
all of these things and it’s 
a six-decade realization 
of a young airman’s 
dream to bring back a 
piece of Okinawa’s un
derwater paradise to 
Michigan.

Customers park on a 
gravel driveway and 
follow the posted signs 
around to a small, win
dowless side door at 
Tropicorium. An eerie 
dark blue light illuminat
ing a tank of multi-col
ored stony corals greets 
guests upon entering. A  
blast of supercharged 
humid air immediately 
follows, taking one by 
surprise.

Inside, narrow con
crete passageways lined 
with tanks of colorful, 
tropical salt water fish 
lead to two adjacent 
greenhouses, each filled 
with large, chest-high 
tanks where hard and soft 
corals, iridescent clams 
and tons of live rock are 
being cultivated amidst 
the sounds of rushing and 
bubbling water.

Another tank is filled 
with several shark spe
cies that are hand-fed 
with whole squid. A  large 
freshwater tank holds 
small koi and a much 
larger sturgeon. Out back 
are four large ponds, 
surrounded by Japanese 
lanterns, that contain 
bigger kpi.

Dick Perrin, the 84- 
year-old founder of Trop
icorium, was hooked for 
life after discovering the

A  w o r k e r  a t  T r o p i c o r i u m  f e e d s  s q u i d  t o  t h e  sharks, d a v i d  b l o o m

wonders of Okinawa’s 
rich marine life in 1953 
while serving in the U.S. 
Air Force on the Japanese 
island during the Korean 
War.

“The coral there came 
right up to the shore,” he 
said.

As there was no practi
cal way to keep saltwater 
fish in Michigan, Perrin 
started out with fresh
water ones in 1959, when 
he opened at his first 
location in Woodhaven. In 
the early 1970s, he began 
keeping saltwater fish, 
shipping them in from the 
Florida Keys.

Perrin realized this 
was going to be an expen
sive hobby, so he became 
a residential builder and a 
draftsman, designing and 
building his own houses, 
with the goal of making 
enough money to afford 
the investment. H e  suc
ceeded.

“Because of this, profit 
is not a main driver for 
m e  anymore. This is all a 
gigantic hobby for m e

that has grown disas
trously overboard!” said 
Perrin, who runs Trop
icorium with his son Ray 
and two employees.

Today, Tropicorium’s 
tanks hold 55,000 gallons 
of salt water, which, ac
cording to Perrin, might 
be more than all other 
aquarium shops in Michi
gan combined. To raise 
healthy animals, Perrin 
says he needs “high-qual
ity food, lots of room and 
no overcrowding.”

“Tropicorium carries 
the broadest selection of 
clownfish anywhere in 
the world,” he said, in
cluding designer clown- 
fish with color schemes 
that don’t exist in the 
wild. His also claims to 
have the only shop 
around that breeds 
sharks. About 150-200 are 
b o m  there each year and, 
if a customer’s shark 
outgrows its tank, Trop
icorium will exchange it 
for a smaller one.

It took Perrin 30 years 
of trial-and-error experi

mentation to succeed in 
growing coral and culti
vating live rock, which 
contains a range of bene
ficial bacteria, algae and 
invertebrates. The rock 
starts out as quarried, 
fossilized coral and it 
takes eight months to a 
year to transform it into a 
must-have item for any
one desiring to build a 
healthy and self-sustain
ing saltwater aquarium 
system.

Perrin has moved 
beyond just growing 
corals. N o w  he designs 
the invertebrates through 
selective breeding, bring
ing out fantastic color 
schemes that look like 
they belong in psychedel
ic works of art.

After Perrin retires, 
his son Ray will take over. 
Until then, he’s happy to 
roam among the sharks 
and clownfish.

“You couldn’t find a 
luckier guy than m e  to 
get into all this cool-ass 
stuff,” he said with a big 
grin on his face.

GET READY TO RIDE TO FUN
$20
IN RED HOT 
CREDITS

for free slot play

$5
IN POINTS

TAKE THE BUS TO FIREKEEPERS 
AND ENJOY OVER 2,900 HOT SLOTS 

AND 6 GREAT RESTAURANTS!

MONDAYS-FRIDAYS
FROM DETROIT SUBURBS & SURROUNDING AREAS

For reservations, call
CONTINENTAL CHARTERS: 313.491.2040, GLIDERS: 313.933.3930, 

GOING PLACES TRAVEL: 810.632.4565, TURNER TOURS: 
313.733.8119, TRIUMPH TRANSPORTATION: 313.381.5881

Visit FireKeepersCasino.com or call 877.FKC.8777 for complete line schedules.

G E T  R E A D Y .  G E T  SET.
G E T  Y O U R V K t f i F o N

877.FKC.8777 | FireKeepersCasino.com

FIREKEEPERSCASINO•HOTEL
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S a i n t  Jo s e p h  M e r c y  H e a l t h  s y s t e m

The Center for Joint ReplacementJl J U I I  II K f c J p i U L

; c o v e r  F r e e d o m
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A r e  y o u  living in p a i n ?  
N o w  is t h e  t i m e  t o  
R e d i s c o v e r  y o u r  m o b i l i t y .

The Center for Joint Replacement 
at St. Mary Mercy Livonia has a 
comprehensive team approach 
to your care.
Our expert staff will answer your 
questions, discuss joint pain, joint 
replacement procedures, and implant 
options. Learn about our pre-surgical 
classes, choosing a personal coach, 
specialized physical therapy and 
what to expect post-surgery.
Our clinical expertise and team 
approach means shorter hospital 
stays, better pain management 
and faster recovery.

For more Information, visit stmarymercy.org

To learn more, 
attend one of our 
FREE Educational 
Seminars 
6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, November 30 
Classroom 10
To register for 
a seminar, call 
877-284-0842.

BeRemarkable.

m m

v. -• v  . .

Your Last Chance to Stock Up on Unique and 
Exclusive Holiday Gifts from 75 Top Artists!

. 'HU'N'DC'RUTTZVST i n s e l  L  T r e a s u r e s

N o r t h v i l l e  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r

303 West Main Street Northville, MI 48167
FRIDAY 

9 A M - 8 P M
. a i i

S A T U R D A Y  
9 A M - 5 P M

. S U N D A Y  
1 1 A M - 4 P M.

A D M I S S I O N :  $4.00 
12 &  U N D ER: F R E E
PAID ADMISSION GIVES YOU
ACCESS ALL WEEKEND!

^FftEswa,^

NOODLESBCCICttKT
CAFl SPONSOR EXCLUSNEORffl SPONSOR

i \
F R E E  P A R K I N G  *  H O U R L Y  R A F F L E S  #  G O U R M E T  C A F E  M ZUV 
S T R  O L L E R S  W E L C O M E
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I a m  a n  A m e r i c a n  W e  are O n e  Nation

COACH TAKES LEAD ROLE AFTER STORM

Football coach Jason Herring helped direct relief efforts around Refugio, Texas, following 
Hurricane Harvey, r a c h e l  d e n n y  c l o w /c o r p u s  c h r i s t i  c a l l e r -t i m e s

In Texas town, football 
takes a back seat as 
critical needs are met
LEN HAYWARD
C O RP U S  CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K

Each week, this series will introduce 
you to an exceptional American who 
unites, rather than divides, our c o m m u 
nities. To read more about the American 
profiled here and more average Ameri
cans doing exceptional things, visit one- 
nation.usatoday.com.

REFTJGIO, Texas —  Jason Herring, 
the head football coach and athletic di
rector at Refugio, one of Texas’ most suc
cessful schoolboy football programs, 
was on his way west as Hurricane Har
vey was strengthening to a Category 4 
storm in the Gulf of Mexico and barrel
ing down on the Coastal Bend.

While he had the means to leave, 
many of his players and Refugio’s school 
district students did not, and it left him 
with some guilt.

“When I got back, I couldn’t believe 
m y  eyes,” Herring said. “When I came 
back and saw all the devastation and the 
power lines laying everywhere, I didn’t 
even have to think about it. It just came 
natural. I knew I needed to help as much 
as I could.”

The storm was one of the strongest to 
hit Texas, and the heart of the storm took 
dead aim on Refugio after making land
fall near Rockport. The town of about 
2,900, which relies on farming, ranching 
and the oil business and struggles eco
nomically, had damage everywhere.

Herring’s home suffered significant 
damage, as did the high school. The town 
was without power for nearly a month. 
Herring hardly slept as he and the 
school’s staff worked to locate students 
to make sure they were OK, and began to 
help anywhere he could.

Herring said he knew football could 
be a galvanizing force for the town as it 
rebuilds, but for a few weeks football 
took a back seat.

Herring and the players who could 
get there unloaded truckloads of sup
plies at churches and donation stations, 
and also cleaned up at homes and busi
nesses. Herring even became a de facto 
relief organizer as the supplies began to

come to the town. Some of his players 
were left without homes, and shortly af
ter the storm, there were cots set up for 
players in the school’s weight room.

A  high school football coach in Texas 
is a high-pressure job, but in many small 
communities the coaches are town lead
ers, and Herring has shown that as the 
cleanup has continued. Herring was one 
of a handful of coaches in affected areas 
who took up similar responsibilities.

“I love people, I love these kids with 
all that I have, and I want to help as many 
kids and family members as I can possi
bly help; through the grace of God and all 
these donations, I want to help them re
build,” Herring said. “I want to give 
them a semblance of hope, and I want to 
get them back to as much normalcy as I 
can in their lives.”

JASON HERRING
Location: Refugio, Texas 
Age: 48
Profession: H e ad football coach/athletic 
director for Refugio Independent School 
District
Mission: Took a lead role in the 
post-Hurricane Harvey recovery for Refugio

ONE NATION
Nominate an American
W h o  are your American heroes? Share stories 
and nominees at onenation.usatoday.com or 
via email to onenation@usatoday.com or post 
a video submission to Twitter, Facebook or 
Instagram (no longer than 2 minutes, please) 
with the hashtags # I A m A n A m e r i c a n  
#WeAreOneNation.

Q & A  WITH JASON 
HERRING
W h a t  does it m e a n  to you be an 
American?
Just right off the top of m y  head, being 
an American is about being something 
greater than yourself. To be part of a free 
country, a big, big unit where you are just 
a small piece and everybody is working 
towards a common goal. Specifically, be
ing an American to me, we are so blessed 
to get to worship where we want, to live 
where want, be what we want.

W h a t  m o m e n t  touched and 
motivated you in your efforts 
to help the community?
I’ve always had the heart to help people 
that didn’t have the means. So I just 
trusted the good Lord and prayed about 
it, and God brought in the finances, and 
we were able to help a bunch of people 
get back on their feet. I knew our com
munity was downtrodden. I knew the 
hurricane was devastating. I just knew 
immediately I had to do what I could do, 
however small that is, to help as many 
kids and kids’ families as I could.
What gives you hope? What 
concerns you?
No question, the hope has been great. 
The tens of thousands of supplies, the 
tens of thousands of people. Over 
$100,000 has been donated, so there’s no 
question the hope, and what I’m  really 
excited about is all the people that came 
to help us. M y  biggest fear is that there’s 
going to be tons and tons and tons of peo
ple that need our help when all of our re
sources are gone.

W h a t  do you hope to 
accomplish through your 
efforts?
Honestly, what I want to accomplish 
even as a coach, even as a teacher, in ev
erything I do is I want people to under
stand there is nothing greater than love. 
I believe that you need to love everyone 
and you need to spend your whole life 
serving other people. If you spend your 
whole life serving other people and help
ing people and doing for people, then one 
of these days in life when you find your
self in a pinch, somebody will help you.

Notice of Public Sale of Liened Property
Notice is hereby given that a closed bid sale will be held on December 14th, 2017, 1:00 P M  at 
40671 Joy Road Canton, MI. 48187 County of Wayne. AMERICA’S BUDGET STORAGE will 
sell to satisfy the hen on property stored at 40671 Joy Rd Canton MI 48187, by the following 
persons. The inventories listed below were notated by the tenants at the time of rental. 
AMERICA’S BUDGET STORAGE makes no representation or warranty that the units contain 
said inventories. Unit A19 Doub, Household Goods: Unit B21 Roberts, Household Goods: Unit 
C113 Lockett, Household Goods: Unit C206 Wilhams, Household Goods: Unit D21 Johnstone, 
Household Goods: Unit D35 Doub Household Goods: Unit E29 Wimberly, Household Goods: 
Unit E38 Dennis, Household Goods: Unit F45 Fogarty, Household Goods: Unit G32 Powell, 
Household Goods: Unit G33 Dennis, Household Goods: Unit J25 Siano, Household Goods: 
Unit K03 Cromwell, Household Goods: Unit K10 Siano, Household Goods: Unit Kll Gaines, 
Household Goods.
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Schedule a tour today and receive a piece of 
pie or a mum! Call 734-666-0309 today!

y v O  L I Dy\ y
R E T I R E M E N T

Ashford Court
Independent Retirement Living

Westland, Ml | ashfordcourtwestland.com
■3 f i  02017 HARVEST MANACEMENT SUB U C, HXIDAV Al MANAGEMENT SUB 110 HOLIDAYAL NIC MANAGEMENT U.C.

-Open 7 Days 
10 am - 8 pm
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91 0  Ridge Rd. 4 8 1 9 8  
(1 blk. North of 

E. Michigan Ave.)

oleman's
FarmMarketsB B S  734-483-1783
10 Varieties of Premium 1 

Christmas Trees A  i

Introducing Indian Trails New Online Reservation/Payment System
Effective August 22

for Casino Bus Reservations
• G o  to www.indiantrails.com
to make your reservation

• Purchase your ticket 1 J
and pay via credit card

• Print your boarding pass iS r * " ® *

si' liufinn
GRE E K T O W N  Need Help? 800-292-3831CASINO-HOTEL~ .mdiantrails.com
Not marketed to and void If used by anyone on the M G C B ’s Disassociated Persons or Exclusions List, or anyone 
banned by Greektown Casino-Hotel. Problem gambling? Call 1-800-270-7117.



A R E A  E V E N T S
Send calendar items to
LIV-OENewstip@
hometownlife.com.

Letters to Santa 
from Canton

From now through 
Nov. 30, Canton resi
dents can mail a letter to 
Santa by dropping it off 
in the North Pole Ex
press Mailbox in the 
Summit on the Park 
lobby, 46000 Summit 
Parkway.

Santa asks that partic
ipants who send him 
some special mail this 
holiday season print 
their names and address
es clearly so that he is 
able to personally reply 
to all letters. Each house
hold will receive a re
turn letter and Santa will 
take care of the postage. 
Canton residents only.

For more information 
about this or any Leisure 
Services activity or

event, go to www.canton- 
fun.org or call 734-394- 
5460.
Music at the Elks

Blues @  The Elks 
happens 7-10 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at the Plymouth 
Ann Arbor Elks Lodge 
No. 325 in partnership 
with the Detroit Blues 
Society
(www.detroitblues 
society.org). There is a 
$5 donation at the door 
and bring your dancing 
shoes.

Tliesday, Dec. 12, for 
its debut appearance 
with the Elks will be The 
Sax Maniacs Band. Per
forming will be Terry 
Burton on vocals, Ray 
Wise on guitar and vo
cals, T o m  Hunter on bass 
and vocals, Joe Bruglio 
on drums and vocals and 
Dave “Dr. Z ” Daniele on 
keys, sax and vocals.

Jazz @  The Elks hap
pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last 
Thesday of each month. 
There is a $10 donation 
at the door, which in
cludes hors d’oeuvres.

Tbesday, Nov. 28, 
returning will be The 
Terry Lower Trio. M e m 
bers are Edye Evans 
Hyde on vocals, Terry 
Lower on keys, Ray Tini 
on bass and Jim Ryan on 
drums.

The Plymouth Ann 
Arbor Elks Lodge No. 
325 is at 41700 Ann Ar
bor Road, Plymouth. For 
more information, call 
734-453-1780, go to 
www.plyaa325.com or 
email jazzatthe 
elks@gmail.com.
Holiday tea event

The Canton Historical 
Society will host a holi
day tea event 1-3 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 9, at the 
historic Bartlett-Travis

House, 500 N. Ridge 
Road, at Canton’s histor
ic house while it is deco
rated for Christmas! 
Ticket price . Tickets are 
$25 a person and include 
tea, sandwiches and 
small desserts. They are 
available at the Summit 
on the Park.
'Christmas 
Memories' concert

The First Presbyteri
an Church of Plymouth, 
701 Church Street, is 
offering a free Christ
mas concert Sunday,
Dec. 10. There will be 
two performances, at 9 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m., in 
the church sanctuary. 
Performers will include 
the Chancel Choir, Fifth 
Season w o m e n ’s ensem
ble and soloists perform
ing familiar holiday 
music.

Parking is available in 
the church parking lot

and on surrounding resi
dential and downtown 
streets. Guests will be 
greeted by church dea
cons at the doors ad
jacent to the church 
parking lot starting 20 
minutes prior to the 
performance.
Hats for the 
Homeless

Plymouth Community 
United W a y  is gearing up 
for the annual Hats for 
the Homeless drive, 
scheduled to run through 
Dec. 29 in an effort keep 
our homeless community 
w a r m  during the winter 
months. N e w  and hand
made items can be 
dropped at the P C U W  
office from 7:45 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 
7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Friday.

Should your company 
or group like to partici

pate by hosting a drive 
on-site or like to sponsor 
items like coats or blan
kets, contact Randi at 
734-453-6879, ext. 5. For 
more information, go to 
www.plymouthunited 
way.org.
Baseline Folk 
Society

The Baseline Folk 
Society continues its 13th 
season at The J W H  Cen
ter for the Arts, Ply
mouth Community Arts 
Council, at 774 N. Shel
don Road.

Tickets are $5 at the 
door, including perform
ers. Sign-up for open mic 
starts at 6:15 p.m. and 
ends at 6:40 p.m. Perfor
mances are the third 
Saturday of each month, 
September through May.

O b i t u a r i e s
Amelia Maier

O N T A R I O  - A m e l i a  
Jane Maier (McDougall),
84 of Gaylord, M I  a n d  
formerly of Farmington 
Hills, MI, passed a w a y  
peacefully o n  Friday,
N o v e m b e r  17, 2017 sur
rounded by loving family.
Jane was born o n  D e 

cember 7, 1932 to Mal- 
c o m  and Catherine M c 
Dougall and grew u p  as 
a farm girl o n  the Mani- 
toulin Island in Ontario, Canada. After marrying 
a n d  m o v i n g  to the Detroit area, Jane devoted 
her life to her 5 children and her career as a real 
estate broker.
She was a successful entrepreneur and business

w o m a n ,  owning brokerage firms in Farmington 
and West Bloomfield. Jane was a m e m b e r  of the 
Michigan Realtors Association for over 40 years, 
and was a hallmark in the real estate industry, 
establishing m a n y  wonderful relationships with 
colleagues a n d  customers, while working in a 
profession she truly loved.
Surviving are her children, Laurie (Kevin Par

sons) Butler of Nunica, Douglas (Sandy) Maier of 
Jacksonville, FL, Dennis Maier of Gaylord, Joanne 
(Treavor) Smith of Sterling Heights and Jennifer 
(Todd) B r i g m o n  of South Lyon; grandchildren, 
Ashley, Gregory, A m a n d a ,  Jack, Gael, Preston, 
Linnea, Jake a n d  Kate; a great granddaughter, 
Elizabeth; a sister, Peggy Johnson of Ingersoll, 
Ontario and several nieces.
She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, 

Joan McDougall; a brother, Stan McDougall; and 
her former husband, George Maier.
H e r  family has chosen to r e m e m b e r  her pri

vately. Those w h o  wish are asked to consider 
memorial contributions to M u n s o n  Hospice of 
Grayling.
Arrangements are by  Gaylord C o m m u n i t y  F u 

neral H o m e  &  Cremation Service. Please share 
your memories and personal messages with the 
family at www.gaylordfuneralhome.com

Gaylord Community 
Funeral Home

Doris Keehl
W E S T L A N D  - Keehl, 

Doris Arlene, N o v e m 
ber 14, 2017 age 81 of 
Westland. Beloved wife 
of the late R o y  Keehl. 
Loving mother of Kevin 
(Suzy) Bewersdorf and 
the late Kip Bewersdorf. 
Proud grandmother or 
Kal and Kris Heir; great 
grandmother of Kash 
Heir. D e a r  sister of 
Carol (Ronald) Bobby. 
Also leaves m a n y  nieces 
a nd  nephews. M e m o 
rial Service M o n d a y  11 
A M  at St. M a t t h e w  L u 
theran Church, 5885 N. 
Venoy Road, Westland. 
To  share a m e m o r y ,  
please visit v e r me u- 
lenfh.com

VBRMEOLEN-SAJEWSKI
FUNERAL'VW’CREMATION 
HOMES Npt SERVICES

Warren G. Todd
A U B U R N ,  C A  - Warren G. T o d d  passed away on 

11/4/2017, one day after his 97th birthday. H e  had 
recently relocated to T h e  Oaks of A u b u r n  in Auburn, 

C A  to be closer to his daughter Jennifer 
and son-in-law K en  Haruta. Warren passed 
comfortably at h o m e  with his daughter and 
son-in-law by his side after a brief illness.
W a r r e n  was born in Plymouth, M I  o n  

11/3/1920. His parents were Lydia Trinkaus &  R o b 
ert Todd, longtime, early residents of Plymouth. 
Warren was married to June Willig of Chicago, IL. 
T h e y  m e t  in the N a v y  during W W I I  and were w e d  
on St. Patrick’s D a y  1945, after only 3 weeks from

“u p  north” in Michigan where his dad had been a m e m b e r  of a hunting club 
w h e n  Warren was a child. Warren was athletic all his life and a very good 
bowler, he grew u p  at his dads alleys in Plymouth and then spent m a n y  
nights in league play. H e  once had a close to perfect game. Warren had the 
wonderful ability of making friends easily. After all his old friends had passed 
he continued to m a k e  n e w  friends at his h o m e  at A bb ey  Park in Milford, M I  
and m o r e  recently at the Oaks of A u b u r n  in California.
H e  was a favorite with the nurses and caregivers in the last weeks of his 

life. Warren was a.very fortunate man ;  he had a brilliant, sharp m i n d  and a 
great m e m or y.  H e  enjoyed telling jokes and stories until the last day of his 
life. O n e  of his favorite sayings was “boy, o h  b oy ”! His caregivers expected 
h i m  to repeat that a few times a day. Warren was always interested in current 
events, his friends lives and had a curiosity for life; he kept a very active

their first date. June always said, “H e  was the only guy o n  base with a car”, m i n d  until his very last days.
Warren started his engineering apprenticeship at the Nankin Mills Ford Warren is survived by his daughter Jennifer Haruta and her husband Ken 

plant in Westland then retired from Ford M o t o r  Co. after 37 years in the Haruta, daughter in law Cristina Todd, grand daughters Stefanie Todd-Lee, 
experimental engineering department Livonia, M I  plant. Joanna T o d d  and partner Mik e  Davis, grandsons Jakob Lee, Hunter Lee and
Warren and June bought their civil war era h o m e  o n  N. Territorial Rd., Solan Davis all of Bluffton, SC. W e  can t forget his beloved black cat Spooky 

Plymouth in 1970. T h e y  spent over a year lovingly restoring the historic III w h o  m o v e d  to California with h i m  in July. Warren is predeceased by  his 
house to m a k e  it a comfortable and welcoming family home. Warren took wife June T o d d  and m o r e  recently by  his son T h o m a s  T o d d  of Canton, M I  
great pride in his h o m e  and enjoyed giving tours of the old house to friends, (June of 2017). Warren will be joining June at the Great Lakes Memorial 
especially his wine cellar. H e  was a charter m e m b e r  of the Plymouth Elks Military Cemetery in Holly, M I  next s u m m e r  June 15th is the intended date. 
Lodge for m a n y  years and had a lot of happy times with friends and family Memorial donations in Warren's n a m e  can be directed to the Salem Histor- 
at the Elks. June and W ar re n  were k n o w n  as regulars at the weekly Friday ical Society where Warren and June were active m e m b e r s  for years. Salem 
fish fry. In their early years of marriage they would spend time at Avery Lake Area Historical Society P.O. B ox  75011, Salem, M I  48175, Attn. Terry C w i k

t {L



Cancer patient, 16, enjoys candlelight dinner in hospital
Jay Grossman
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  
M I C H I G A N

After four rounds of 
chemo, two trips to the 
pediatric intensive care 
unit and one candlelight 
dinner with his girlfriend 
held inside his hospital 
room, 16-year-old Maxi
mus Finnen is feeling 
fine.

“I’m  doing great,” he 
said Nov. 15 in a phone 
interview between class
es at Stevenson High 
School in Sterling 
Heights. ‘T m  pretty 
much back to m y  normal 
self... just have to wait 
for m y  energy to come 
back. But it’s great being 
back. It was tough not 
being around every
body.”

It started with a cold 
last April. Everyone in 
the family seemed to 
have it, but M a x  couldn’t 
shake it.

Then it turned into 
pneumonia. Then he had 
some blood work done. 
Then he was diagnosed 
with acute myeloid leuke
mia.

“W e  got the results on 
Mother’s Day weekend,” 
T a m m y  Demeere-Finnen 
said of her son’s cancer 
diagnosis. “That Monday, 
he was admitted to Royal 
Oak Beaumont so they 
could start chemo right

away. H e  was in there 32 
days for that first round.’

Four walls, beeping 
monitors, no privacy and 
daily doses of chemo
therapy. M a x  was sup
posed to be playing base
ball, but instead found 
himself confined to a 
hospital bed. H e  pitches 
and plays shortstop for 
his high school team and 
he’s hoping to land a 
baseball scholarship to 
get into college.

“It was rough,” his 
m o m  said. “H e  had a 
really good year as a 
freshman - he was play
ing all the time. H e  was 
looking forward to his 
sophomore season... 
they had already played a 
couple of games and he 
was pushing his body as 
hard as he could and we 
didn’t know he had leuke
mia. I could tell that he 
couldn’t get to the same 
speed he had last year.”
Dinner with M a x

Each treatment aver
aged 28 days in the hospi
tal. M a x  would go 
through a chemo round, 
come home for a couple 
of weeks, then go back in 
again. It’s how he spent 
his entire summer and 
the beginning of the new 
school year.

On one hand, there 
was a sense of optimism: 
the cancer went into 
remission after the first

"It w a s  amazing," M a x  Finnen, 16, said of the candlelight dinner set up through Wish U p o n  a 
Teen and other local groups, w i s h  u p o n  a  t e e n

round. But it’s cancer and 
he’s a teenager and all 
m o m  and dad could do 
was hug their kid and 
promise him it would be 
OK.

“It’s so tough on kids 
in their teenage years,” 
T a m m y  said. “Kids are 
going to football games 
and dances and they’re 
hanging out... and your 
kid is fighting to survive 
in the hospital. They want 
to be around their friends 
and parents can’t do that. 
W e ’re not teenagers, 
w e ’re not your friends.”

Not to mention home
coming.

A R E  Y O U  A  L A N D L O R D ?
Do you have vacant units in either Wayne, Macomb, Oakland or Washtenaw Counties in an area 
of low poverty or minority concentration?

Then we have your tenants!
• Free Unit Inspection
• Free Vacant Unit Listing
• Tenants screened for Drug and Violent Crime Criminal Record 

(Screening by Landlord also Recommended)
• Assistance Paying Tenant Rent

Call 734-455-3670 or email hcvprogram@pIvmouthhousing.net to list your unit.
Plymouth Housing Commission 
Housing Choice Voucher Program 
Commitment to Customer Service
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Saturday, Dec. 3rd • 9 am - 4 pm
SE comer of Lilley & Cherry Hill • Canton

LUNCH AVAILABLE • BAKE SALE rHlMtfjpl 0 
Admission $2.00 • Under 12 Free 0

Craftshow@abecket.org 
www.abecket.org
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j ‘After $50 Qualifying DTE/Consumers Energy Rebate

Service & Repair on all Makes & Models
E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E  A V A I L A B L E  

L I C E N S E D  8c I N S U R E D  
Since 1981

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE i^URNACE REPLACEMENT
Commercial • Residential •'toiler Sales &

• Maintenance Contractf* City Certificatii
. .  'FINANCING
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“W e  were coming up 
on the fourth round of 
chemotherapy and the 
idea came up about hav
ing a homecoming dance 
for him and Nadia at the 
hospital,” T a m m y  said. 
“She played such an im
portant part in keeping 
his spirits up.”

M a x  and Nadia are a 
pair of high school sweet
hearts coming up on then- 
two-year anniversary. 
T a m m y  will always be 
grateful for how Nadia 
visited M a x  at the hospi
tal nearly every day to 
support him and said the 
young couple reminds 
her of “two peas in a 
pod.”

M a x  wasn’t really in 
the mood for a dance, but. 
he was game for a can
dlelight dinner. That’s 
where Wish Upon a Teen 
and a lot of other groups 
stepped up to help.

The Birmingham- 
based organization de
signs hospital rooms, 
holds spa days and 
passes out tickets for 
sporting events so that 
teens with life-threat
ening medical conditions 
can have a little fun with 
their families - along

with some much-needed 
distraction.

Nancy Sovran, exec
utive director of Wish 
Upon a Teen, coordinated 
the event. Working with 
Foundation for Strength, 
Motor City Movement 
and Strength Depot, she 
managed to collect a 
treasure chest of dona
tions to make the night a 
memorable one.

“It’s wonderful when 
you can just make a 
phone call and amazing 
people come together to 
help a teen who is going 
through a difficult time,” 
Sovran said. “These folks 
really have a special 
place in m y  heart.”

Fleming’s Steakhouse 
provided a steak and 
lobster dinner with all 
the fixings. Astrein Jew
elers donated a gorgeous 
bracelet for Nadia, while 
the Flower Bar provided 
a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers. Tisp Bakery 
made the cake.

Glam4Good provided 
a dress for the occasion 
and M e n ’s Warehouse 
fitted M a x  with a tuxedo. 
T a m m y  said it was the 
first time her son wore a 
tuxedo.

The entire Michigan 
State University baseball 
team even autographed a 
bat and sent a video from 
the coach, rooting for 
M a x  to recover quickly.

The dinner was held 
Oct. 11. Violin teacher 
Bradley Foster with 
Cameron’s Music played 
for the couple throughout 
the dinner. Dad even 
found a handy app to turn 
the T V  into a roaring 
fireplace for the night.

“It was pretty amaz
ing,” M a x  said. “It was 
hard being away from 
home so long, but eventu
ally, I realized being sad 
wasn’t going to change 
anything and I tried to 
toughen up and get 
through it as best as I 
could. That night really 
helped.”

M a x  left the hospital 
six days later, Oct. 17. 
H e ’ll go to a clinic every 
month for a clean bill of 
health. Otherwise, he’s 
back in school and look
ing forward to spring 
practice.

For m o m  and dad, 
they can finally take a 
moment to pause and 
relax.

“You never think your 
kid is going to get cancer, 
so when it happens, 
you’re living in a weird 
nightmare,” T a m m y  said. 
“But as unlucky as it was 
to get cancer, everything 
else ended up being very 
lucky. W e  feel so much 
gratitude... w e ’re here, 
he’s alive and doing well. 
There’s every indication 
he can go back to base
ball and do the things he 
loves - because it doesn’t 
always go that way for 
every kid. W e ’re aware of 
that and w e ’re very 
thankful.”

And for Max? Hope
fully, it’s just one bad 
inning in a long and wind
ing road.
jgrossman@hometownlrfe.com
586-826-7030
Twitter: @BhmEccentric

Providing 
Lesponsible an< 
Ĉaring Service

' . " ' A n i m a l  
». Hospital

Full Service Veterinary HospitalWaynelVlercyVet.com 
O P E N  7  D A Y S  •  7 3 4 . 7 2 8 . C
Dr. Avtar M a d a h a r  D.V.M. 35345 Cherry Hill R o a d
(Just £  of Wayne Road)Westland, M I  48186

Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals “Quality Service at an Affordable Price”
M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5
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FREE!
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V A C C I N E  P A C K A G E - D o g s  ] 1 V A C C I N E  P A C K A G E  •
j! Wellness Exam • Distemper/Parvo Combo :j Puppies &  Kittens

Upt0’SflYeartCalTfeSt SI Wellness Exam • Fecal Test“ x, . lKab,ef *ear) | j Distemper Combo • Deworming ii

• D E N T A L  • S P E C I A L  O F F E R S  
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Pint Paint Sample
1 Per Customer.

j Must Present Denice’s Deals Coupon. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Exp. 12/31/2017

15% OFF
Your Next Retail Purchase

1 Per Customer.
Must Present Denice’s Deals Coupon.

Not valid with any other otter.
Exp. 12/31/2017

cr
Teknicotor
P A I N T S
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D e s i g n e r  W a l l p a p e r
20-35% OFF

1 Per Customer.
Must Present Donico’s Deals Coupon. 

Not valid with any other offer.
Exp. 12/31/2017

: Visit Us At Our 5 Metro Locations:
Birmingham 248-646-5924 
Pontiac 248-745-0003 
Redford 313-537-4500 

Canton Township 734-414-9900 
Farmington Hills 248-994-1300

For M o r e  Info G o  T o  
Teknicolors.com 

Ranked
"Highest in C u s t o m e r  Satisfaction 

|For Interior Paints &  Exterior Stains" 
B y  J.D. P o w e r

A
Benjamin Moore'
L04000331572

Paints m n  
and Stains ■ ■

Find u s  o n  
F a c e b o o k !
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COMPLICATED ENROLLMENT MADE EASY
Easy plan enrollment. The way it should be.

All it takes is o n e  call to enroll in a MeridianCare Medicare Advantage Plan. 
That's o n e  great call.

9L

' T

Premiums 
Deductibles 
Copays for 
the following:

P C P  visits 
Urgent care visits 
Preferred generic 
drugs
Lab w o r k  and X-rays 
.Diabetic supplies

< @ i

$>»

*=*

Dental visits 
Vision e x a m s  
and eyewear 
Hearing e x a m s  
G y m  m e m b e r s h i p  
Transportation

Additional benefits:
Viagra & Levitra 
coverage
Monthly allowance 
for O T C

m e r i d i a n
Call us to enroll before the 
Annual Enrollment Period ends.
844-WHY-MCARE (TTY 711)

Mon. - Sun., 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Visit www.mymferidiancare.com

MeridianCare H M O  is a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MeridianCare (HMO) depends on contract renewal. This information is not 
a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions m a y  apply. Benefits, premiums, and/or copayments/ 
coinsurance m a y  change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. A  salesperson will be present with information and applications. For 
accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 877-902-6784 (TTY users should call 711), Monday - Sunday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Y 0 1 0 0 _ 4 0 0 2 _ 9 C Y 1 8 _ A c c e p t e d
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GREAT
BLACK
FRIDAY
DEAL! \LEASE FOR
I S [ i

Current A / Z  Plan Lessees' 
$ 1,209 Cash D u e  at Signing

0 %  APR for 72 Month?’%Ford Credit Financing
GREAT 
BLACK 
FRIDAY 
DEAL!

$1,500 Bonus Cash
IlfPI

LEASE FOR
Current A / Z  Plan Lessee 
$ 1,829 Cash D u e  at Signing <#

GREAT 
BLACK 
FRIDAY 
DEAL!

0 %  APR For 72 MonthsFord Credit Financing
$1,500 Bonus Cash3

______ ________

LEASE FOR
mo. for 24 months

Current A / Z  Plan Lessees1 
$2,319 Cash D u e  at Signing

BUY FOR ^ v
?

# P S , a n,hs
$1,500 Bonus Cash3

- A ' *

2018 FORD ESCAPE SE FWD
LEASE FOR179I /  /  /mo. for 24 months

Current ti/1 Plan Lessees' 
$1,599 Cash Due at Signing

\

■jk*.

BUY FOR
0 %  APR for 60 Months’Ford Credit Financing

+

$1,000 Bonus Cash + 
$1,500 Conquest Cash4

< ✓ >

LEASE FOR
Current A / Z  Plan Lessees'

$ 2 , 8 6 9  Cash D u e  at Signing -
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IIHS Top Safety Pick8
AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability 
Control™ (RSC®)
Trailer Sway Control
Auto Start/Stop Engine Technology

W K r i l ^ l

RECEIVE $1,500 CONQUEST CASH
W H E N  Y O U  BUY OR LEASE 

A N  ALL-NEW SELECT VEHICLE!
FORD] Southeast Michigan Ford Dealers
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INSIDE: FRANKLIN PLAYER WINS ATHLETE OF THE WEEK VOTING, B4
SECTION B (CP)

S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  26, 2017 
O B S E R V E R  &  E C C E N T R I C  M E D I A  

H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M SPORTS TIM SMITH, EDITOR
T S M I T H @ H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M
248-926-2237

GIRLS S W I M M I N G

Classic team effort leads Mercy to D-1 state title
Marlins place first despite 
not winning any events

Marty Budner
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

Farmington Hills Mercy’s 
girls swim team displayed a 
classic team effort in securing 
the ninth state championship in 
program history.

The Marlins, despite not 
winning any individual events, 
used their superior depth to 
capture the Division 1 crown

Nov. 18 at Oakland University. 
It is Mercy’s first state title 
since 2013 and its seventh state 
crown since 2007.

Mercy finished with 277 
points to defeat runner-up 
Saline, which totaled 248 
points. Harrison-Farmington’s 
combined swim team scored 
192 points to take home the 
third-place trophy.

“W e  knew that our competi
tion had a number of top-tier 
swimmers and, if we were 
going to be competitive, that 
w e  needed to rely on our depth 
and try to score two swimmers

to each of their one in as many 
.events as we could,” Mercy 
veteran head coach Mike Ve- 
nos said. “W e  preached team 
all season.

“W e  would talk about what 
it is like being part of some
thing bigger than ourselves 
and how to sacrifice our per
sonal glory for the team,” he 
added. “For the most part, the 
girls bought into the philoso
phy that we were all important 
and we were all capable of 
contributing to the team’s suc-

See MERCY, Page B3
Mercy senior Katie Minnich set a backstroke state record of 53.80, which 
she set in the prelim round of the Division 1 state m e e t  at Oakland 
University, d a n  d e a n /h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

E N D  O F  A N  E R A GIRLS S W I M M I N GFAMILY DECISION
Hall of Fame coach 

Tim Baechler decides 
time right to leave 

successful Canton High 
School football 

program that he built
Tim Smith

hometownl'rfe.com 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

Tim Baechler absolutely 
loves football, especially 
coaching the Canton Chiefs.

But the 50-year-old Ply
mouth resident loves family 
more. Baechler announced at 
Monday night’s team banquet 
what those close to the team 
have been whispering about 
for months —  he is retiring 
after 20 years and 173 wins 
on the Canton sidelines.

“It’s a bittersweet feeling,” 
said Baechler, who talked 
about his decision during an 
exclusive interview last week 
with Hometown Life. “I a m  
sad to say goodbye to what 
was a large part of our fam
ily’s life for 20 years as we 
raised our sons, but excited at 
the prospect of having some 
free time.”

Baechler’s final game was 
Nov. 10, when Canton dropped 
a 27-26 decision to Novi D e 
troit Catholic Central in the 
Division 1 regional champi
onship game. That was only 
the 52nd loss during his out
standing two-decade run at 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park.

Keeping his program run
ning at such a lofty level for 
so long proved to be a “really, 
really hard” task. But he was 
up to it and then some.

“Building it is not even 
remotely hard compared to 
keeping it going as long as 
we’ve been able to keep it 
going,” Baechler said. “That 
just wears you out; it wore 
m e  out and I love (football).

“It feels like a 50-pound 
gold chain that you love, but 
you wear it every single day 
—  every day of the year. I’m  
glad to take it off. I will, how
ever, miss the kids and the 
coaches and the excitement 
of it all.”
There for Lou

Baechler explained that he 
always considered stepping 
down as soon as his son, sen
ior linebacker Lou Baechler, 
finished his high school ca-

See BAECHLER, Page B2

Cranbrook 
captures D-3 
state crown, 
Marian takes 
second place

Marty Budner
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

The Michigan High School 
Athletic Association added a 
Division 3 girls swimming 
state meet in fall 2007. The 
Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook 
Kingswood swim team has 
certainly taken advantage of 
that over the past 11 years.

The Cranes s wam to their 
third D-3 state championship 
Nov. 18 at Eastern Michigan 
University’s Jones Pool. They 
finished with 292 points and 
placed well ahead of runner-up 
Bloomfield Hills Marian, 
which had 207 points. Grand 
Rapids Catholic Central was 
third with 189 points.

Cranbrook Kingswood’s last 
state title came in 2012, Chris 
Bagley’s first year as head 
coach. The Cranes also won the 
previous season under head 
coach Tony Kurth.

“W e  had a feeling very early 
in the season that we would 
have an outside shot to win, but 
we would need a lot of things to 
go our way,” Bagley said. “W e  
prepared for all the different 
scenarios, but none of them 
were as good as what actually 
happened.”

What happened was that 
Cranbrook Kingswood won 
both the freestyle relays, was 
second in the medley relay and 
was led individually by double
winner G wen Woodbury, a 
freshman. She also swam the 
anchor leg on each of the win
ning relays.

The winning 200 free four
some included sophomore 
Jordan Murrell, freshman 
Charlotte Trunsky, junior Syn- 
dey Allison and Woodbury. 
Their time was 1:37.95.

In the 400 free relay, the 
team of Murrell, Trunsky, ju
nior Camille Misra and Wood
bury won in 3:33.8. The medley 
relay quartet of Misra, fresh
man Hale Oal, freshman Jus
tine Murdock and Allison also 
gained all-state, honors with a 
runner-up finish in 1:49.91.

Woodbury won both the 200 
(1:51.77) and the 100 free (51.53) 
races.

Cranbrook Kingswood’s 
other all-state swims were 
turned in by Murdock (second

See CRANBROOK, Page B3

a?GROW 
YOUR 

p SAVINGS.

13 Month Certificate
1 ®  5 0 %  A R Y *

Money Market Accounts
high a s 1 . 0 0 % A P Y *

C o m m u n i t y
F i n a n c i a l
CFCU.ORG/GROW
877.937.2328

"Stated Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) as of 10/4/17, subject to 
change. Fees, if any, m a y  reduce earnings. M o n e y  Market A P Y  varies 
and depends on individual account balance. Call for complete details. 
Federally insured by N C U A .  © 2 0 1 7  Community Financial



P R E P  F O O T B A L L

End of Tim Baechler era 
draws varied responses, 
from shock to surprise

Tim Smith
hometownlffe.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

The rumors apparently 
circulated for a while around 
whether or not Tim Baechler’s 
20th season as Canton football 
head coach would be his final 
one.

Indeed, the 50-year-old 
Baechler confirmed his retire
ment at the team banquet Nov. 
20 at Laurel Manor in Livonia.

After making his announce
ment, as the banquet came to 
its conclusion, Baechler as
sured “Chiefs Nation” that he 
would do everything he can to 
ensure the program continues 
to excel in 2018 and beyond.

“Underclassmen, I will 
have a huge say in who re
places me,” Baechler said. 
“This (team success) has to 
continue. Has to continue.... I 
will make sure the guy who 
replaces m e  is a winner and 
somebody you’ll be proud of to 
call coach and who’s going to 
get after you like I get after 
you and who knows winning is 
important. But you’d better 
impress him, too, and don’t let 
us down.”

Some had an inkling what 
was in store. Yet there still 
were feelings of shock and 
surprise among players and 
others in the tight-knit Canton 
football community.

“It was actually a very big 
surprise to us, but we kind of

Canton senior Colin Troup walks u p  to the p o d i u m  Nov. 20 to receive the 
H o m e r  Elias Award, which honors th e- mem or y of the former Detroit Lion. 
Troup expressed surprise about Tim Baechler's retirement, bill b r e s l e r  |
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M

figured,” senior running back/ 
defensive back Colin Troup 
said. “Coach B  has just been 
the best coach and I appreci
ate all the work he’s done for 
m e  the past four years and I 
really wish him the best of 
luck.”

According to senior quar
terback Connor Engel, who 
came back to the team with 
Baechler’s blessings after 
missing his junior year, he was 
“not really surprised, just 
shocked, because he’s a hall of 
fame coach and a real good 
person.

“I know Coach B  will get a 
good person in here. W e ’ll be 
all right.”

Senior linebacker/tight end

Lou Baechler, the coach’s 
youngest of two sons, said his 
father’s decision was “kind of 
shocking, but he wants to 
watch m e  play in college. He 
had a great career and I’m  so 
proud of him.”

Lou Baechler shook his 
head when asked his reaction 
to a key reason for the retire
ment, to follow his college 
football career.

“It makes m e  feel great,” 
he said. “Yeah, he’s a coach, 
but he’s also a dad and he 
wants to come see his son 
every college game. It means 
a lot to me.”

Another stellar senior, line
backer/running back Nick 
Polydoras, said he “wasn’t too

surprised, but I know it’s good 
for him. H e ’s done such a good 
job these past years. I’m  just 
proud to call him m y  coach.”

One of Canton’s longtime 
football boosters, Dave March, 
lamented the end of a champi
onship-level era.

“(He) and his family are 
one of the best things to ever 
happen to the Plymouth and 
Canton communities, they set 
a high standard,” March said. 
“The kids that he coached got 
a ton of character. People want 
to go to school at Canton, 
teachers want to teach there, 
families want to live in the 
community and a lot of it is 
thanks to the Baechler family.

“I can’t thank them enough 
for what they’ve done over all 
these years.”

March had hopes the next 
one will be right around the 
corner, especially if one of the 
current assistant coaches can 
be persuaded to take the 
reigns.

“It depends, it really does,” 
he added. “If they go with one 
of the coaches here, that’d be 
great, carry it on. If it’s a 
whole new coaching staff then 
w e ’ll have to see.”
T O P  A W A R D S :  A  handful of senior players 

received special awards during the banquet Lou 
Baechler was named Most Valuable Player; Colin 
Troup collected the Homer Elias Award, named in 
honor of the late former Detroit Lion; Nick Polydoras 
won the inaugural Chris Lanier Chiefs Spirit Award 
(named in honor of the late 2007 Canton High 
School graduate and former varsity player) and 
Coaches Award; Robert Laird won the Most 
Improved Player Award; and Noah Brown was 
named the team's Best Uneman.

tsmith@hometownlife. com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

BAECHLER
Continued from Page B1

reer.
“I wasn’t sure,” Baechler 

said. “I’ve been wrestling with 
it since Lou came up fresh
m a n  year (2014). I’m, like,
‘You know what, let’s see how 
I feel when Lou gets through

“There was a day in foot
ball class when Lou was ab
sent due to an illness. I 
walked into class and, when I 
didn’t see his face in the 
group, I knew I wouldn’t be 
able to coach once he was 
gone.

“H e ’s lived (Canton foot
ball) his whole life. I consid
ered retiring before Lou got 
to Canton, but then realized I 
had to try to give him the 
same experience, so I kind of 
knew when Lou was done, I’d 
be done.”

H e  added that following 
through on his retirement 
plans still might take a while 
to fully digest.

“It will, especially still 
teaching here (Canton High 
School physical education),” 
Baechler said. “It will be dif
ferent. I have a lot of football 
players in m y  class. It will be 
a little weird here on Tbesday.

“It’s kind of like Bob C u m 
mings. H e  used to be the head 
football coach at Salem and he 
teaches the Salem football 
class.”
Never a second thought

Canton’s latest standout 
season, featuring a 10-game 
winning streak that carried 
the Chiefs to K L A A  and dis
trict championships, did not 
change Baechler’s inclination 
to retire.

H e  stayed on course even 
as others tried to gauge 
whether the victories might 
sway him to hang on for an
other season.

“No, never a second 
thought to it,” Baechler said.
“I have got a few close friends 
that would ask the same thing, 
‘Well, what are you thinking, 
about ready to change your 
mind?’ I was, like, no, no. It’s 
just going to happen.”

Longtime assistant coaches 
Tony Boucher, Bob Williams 
and Rich Mui knew all season 
what Baechler planned on 
doing.

Would any of those trusted 
confidantes take over for 
2018? Or some of the younger 
coaches like Andy LaFata or 
Craig “Bubbs” Hnatuk?

“That’s going to be totally 
up to them,” Baechler said. 
“I’ve talked to the guys and 
the only one that’s remotely 
interested is Andy LaFata,

who played for m e  in 2005.”
Sticking with it

With Baechler at the helm 
beginning in 1998, after hav
ing coached several seasons 
at Hudson, the Chiefs soon 
became an annual title con
tender.

His final coaching record 
of 208-72 included a 173-52 
mark at Canton.

The program he inherited 
was on the downside, with 
only four winning seasons 
since the team’s 1973 debut. In 
1997, the Chiefs finished 1-8.

Baechler recalled making 
changes right off the bat, 
implementing what was called 
by some as “a little league” 
offense.

“Some of the parents were 
not happy with the offense in 
the first two years,” Baechler 
said. “M y  coaches and m y  
players believed, though.
They could see that we were 
getting better and that we 
were in games deep into the 
fourth quarter. (Still) I heard 
things like, ‘You have to throw 
the ball’ or ‘You play offense 
in a 10-foot box.’ W e  stuck 
with it and I’m  glad we did.”

Those comments dissipated 
quickly, especially once the 
results started rolling in.

Employing a triple-back set 
that often made it difficult to 
detect which player actually 
was carrying the football, 
Baechler’s Canton teams 
made the playoffs 17 times, 
won 11 division titles, eight 
league titles, nine district 
championships and three 
regional crowns.

In 2005, the Chiefs made it 
to Ford Field for the Division 
1 state final against Rockford.

“W e  started getting more 
kids to play football and our 
work in the weight room was

starting to show,” he said. “W e  
were getting stronger and 
faster.”
Chance to exhale

But with the success came 
expectations. Those eventu
ally took a toll.

“W h e n  you show up every 
Friday and you’re supposed to 
win, it kind of takes the fun 
out of it a little bit,” Baechler 
said.

Now, with the decision to 
end a career that already has 
Baechler enshrined in two 
halls of fame (Michigan High 
School Football Coaches Asso
ciation and Michigan High 
School Coaches Association), 
there finally will be an oppor
tunity to exhale.

Not to mention taking a 
long vacation with wife Julie 
and their sons Broc (who also 
played football for his dad) 
and Lou. Or maybe even en
joying some autumn golf with 
buddies.

“Julie and I and the kids, 
we can do anything we want 
whenever we want,” Baechler 
said. “W e  can go on a three- 
week vacation (next) summer.
I can go on some golf trips in 
the fall that I’ve always had to 
say no to.

“I haven’t played golf in 
September or October since I 
was 8 years old (playing for a 
youth team in White Pigeon). 
This is going to be crazy not 
having anything to do (during) 
August, September, October.”
Road trips

His schedule won’t be that 
empty, though, because he 
plans on traveling to watch 
Lou play college football. The 
younger Baechler has re
ceived an offer or two, but 
probably won’t make his deci
sion until National Signing

Day in early February.
“I know Lou wants to play 

football in college somewhere 
and it would be nice if Julie 
and I’d be able to go to all 
those games and enjoy it,” he 
said. “Not drive there think
ing about ‘Oh m y  God, what 
happened last night’ in our 
game, constantly thinking 
about the next opponent com
ing up.”

The accomplished veteran 
also remembers what it was 
like to be a young coach look
ing for sage advice. That’s 
why he won’t completely 
abandon the sport.

‘T m  sure there’s going to 
be a lot of coaches around. 
Every year there is,” Bae
chler said. ‘“Hey you want to 
give m y  staff a mini clinic on 
your defense, your offense?’ 
I’m  sure that kind of stuff will 
continue. It’s part of being a 
coach.

“You always got to give 
back to people when they ask 
you, because I used to be a 
young coach and there were 
some coaches I used to ask 
help from. They were always 
more than willing to help me. 
It’s our job as older coaches, 
if somebody asks for your 
help, you should do it.”

Through 20 years of trials, 
tribulations and —  mostly —  
triumph, Baechler’s tenure 
has left him fulfilled with a lot 
of great memories and suc
cess, but also ready to just be 
dad.

It’s taken a huge bite out 
the family time that is so dear 
to him, yet he wouldn’t have 
changed a thing.

“I loved it and I’m  going 
out on top," Baechler said. “I 
had an absolute blast.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

B O Y S  H O C K E Y

Stevenson 
roars back 
to edge 

Brother Rice, 
6-4

Plymouth romps 9-2 
behind Chumley’s 
five-point game

Tim Smith
hpmetownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

In a season-opening battle 
between two top Division 2 
boys hockey teams, Livonia 
Stevenson spotted Birming
ham Brother Rice a two-goal 
lead in the first period.

But then the visiting Spar
tans roared back with five 
goals in the second period and 
earned a 6-4 victory Nov. 18 at 
Oak Park Arena.

“Was kind of like a heavy
weight prize fight,” Stevenson 
head coach David Mitchell 
said. “They hit us first, we 
bounced back. W e  hit them, 
they bounced back. And then 
we got the last one in.” 

Stevenson fell behind 2-0 
when the Warriors’ Nick Ma- 
rone and Anthony Potestivo lit 
the light behind Spartans sen
ior goaltender Will Tragge (21 
saves).

The game turned around 
when Stevenson’s Austin A d 
ams and Julian Decina both 
scored twice during a four- 
minute span early in the sec
ond period, putting the Spar
tans up 4-2. Two of those came 
on the power play.

Brother Rice would not go 
away, however, fighting back 
to make it 4-4 when Kenton 
Vogel and Ethan Nystrom 
scored.

The Spartans regained the 
lead (5-4) with just 1:20 left in 
the middle period. Cole Park- 
hurst ripped a shot past the 
Warriors goalie, with assists 
going to Decina and Kyle Siro- 
ky.

Closing out the scoring with 
an empty-netter with 11 sec
onds remaining in the non
conference contest was Bren- 
den Preiss.

“Hats off to the Brother 
Rice team,” Mitchell said. 
“They are a solid, well- 
coached team. W e  were happy 
with the win, for sure, but we 
also realize that there are so 
many areas to clean up. W e  
learned a lot about our team 
tonight. Was a great experi
ence for us.”

PLYMOUTH 9, DIVINE 
CHILD 2: On Nov. 18 at Arctic 
Edge Arena in Canton, senior 
forward Jack Chumley scored 
two goals and assisted on 
three others to spark the Wild
cats over Dearborn Divine 
Child.

The Wildcats (1-0) broke the 
game open with five goals in 
the second period and enjoyed 
a 44-12 edge in shots on goal.

Other big contributors for 
Plymouth included T i mmy 
Baldwin and Cianni Pinto (two 
goals each), Jack VanDen- 
Beurgeury (goal, assist), Gra
h a m  Sheehan (goal, assist) and 
senior goalie Brendan Olepa 
(11 saves). Pinto also had an 
assist for a three-point game, 
while four players had two 
assists (Nathan Stoneburg, 
A d a m  Rebecca, Jack Blake 
and C.J. Mullenax.

BASELINE BATTLE: Livonia 
hockey teams had the upper 
hand against Farmington 
squads Nov. 17-18 at the Hock
ey Has Heart Baseline Battle. 
Doubleheaders involving the 
four teams took place each 
night at Farmington Hills Ice 
Arena.

On Friday, Churchill 
romped to a 10-0 win over 
Farmington Hills United, 
while Franklin posted a 6-4 
victory over Farmington. The 
following night, the Chargers 
won 5-1 over the Falcons and 
the Patriots earned a 5-0 vic
tory over FHU.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports



GIRLS S W I M M I N G

Harrison-Farmington third at D-1 state meet
Marty Budner
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

to a third-place finish at the 
Division 1 girls swimming 
state meet and set a new stan
dard for Farmington Public 
Schools.

Farmington Hills Mercy 
won the Nov. 18 meet at Oak
land University with 277 points 
and Saline was second at 248. 
Harrison-Farmington mus
tered 192 points, just slipping 
by Ann Arbor Skyline, which 
placed fourth with 191 points.

It is the best state-meet 
finish ever for a Farmington 
Public Schools girls swim 
team- Harrison-Farmington, in 
its second year as a combined 
program, was 13th in its inau
gural season last year.

“It’s the best finish (for a 
FPS team) and it’s pretty excit
ing,” said head coach Kyle 
Kinyon, the former Harrison 
head coach. “Michigan has 
some really fast teams and it’s 
a great state for swimming. So 
to go up there and compete 
with those great powerhouses 
which have been there year-in 
an year-out is something spe
cial for these girls.

“This year, our preseason 
goal was to break into the top 
10 at the state meet, so to finish 
third is amazing. W e  had a lot 
of contributions. W e  scored in 
all the events, other than back- 
stroke and diving, so that reah 
ly helps.

“There were a lot of records 
set and it was just one domino 
after another of positivity 
throughout the day, so all of 
that kind of culminated in the 
third-place finish,” he added. 
“The girls came in with a bet
ter focus this year and it was 
great. Again, it was unbeliev
able. It really was.”

The Thunderbirds, with a 
state-meet squad of nine swim
mers, posted All-America, 
school-record and personal- 
best times throughout the af
ternoon en route to claiming 
the third-place trophy.

The three relay teams were 
fantastic.

The 200 free relay team of 
Ashley Turak, E m m a  Inch, 
Hailey Stewart and Madeline 
Greaves won with a time of 
1:34.67. The 400 free foursome 
of Lia Munson, Inch, Greaves 
and Turak touched first in 
3:26.35, which was a little more 
than two seconds lower than its 
prelim time.

Those times not only set 
school records and earned 
all-state recognition, but also 
earned All-America honors.

Even the 200-yard medley

relay quartet of juniors Bella 
Feenstra and Dayna Borre- 
gard, Munson and Stewart 
placed 13th with a time of 
1:49.38. That team swam 
1:48.52 in the prelims, which 
set a school record.

“The freestyle relays are 
automatic All-Americans, 
which is pretty wild,” Kinyon 
said. “I knew the 200 free relay 
would be pretty good with 
Turak and a couple of the other 
girls, but to come back there in 
that 400 free relay and win it 
was really something special.”
Turak sets D-1 record

Individually, Thrak, a junior 
captain in her third year as a 
state qualifier, stood out as the 
meet’s lone double individual 
event winner.

'Rirak won the 50 free in a 
Division 1 record time of 22.38, 
which is the third-fastest high 
school swim in that event in 
state history. She returned two 
events later to beat the field in 
the 100 free with a time of 
49.79. Both all-state showings 
were school- and personal-best 
swims.

“After being a runner-up in 
the 50 free last year, w e  cer
tainly went into this season 
with the goal of trying to win 
that event,” Kinyon said. “The 
fact that she went 22.3 is just 
phenomenal.

“I wouldn’t say it was dis
appointing where she finished 
last year. But this year, she was 
just another year older, anoth

er year more mature, another 
year more focused. I think 
being runner-up last year gave 
her the fire coming into this 
season, that she felt it was her 
time. I just think it helped 
towards her goal.

“Going into that race, we 
talked about certain strategies 
of how we wanted to swim 
each part of that race, even 
though it’s a quick race. In 
prelims, she absolutely nailed 
that strategy,” he added. “She 
executed perfectly and I think, 
with the m omentum she had 
from the prelims and just the 
atmosphere of finals day, she 
was pumped up and ready to 
go. I couldn’t be happier for 
her and I couldn’t be prouder 
of that girl.”

Greaves, a freshman in her 
first state meet, registered a 
pair of all-state, school-record 
and personal-best swims: the 
200I M  (fourth in 2:05.40) and 
the 100 breast (fifth in 1:04.63). 
Inch, a junior and team cap
tain, earned the same honors in 
the 200 free (seventh in 1:53.01) 
and the 500 free (fifth in 
5:01.57).

“Madeline has been swim
ming for quite some time and 
it’s awesome for her to go all- 
state as a freshman in D-1,” 
Kinyon said. “One thing about 
her is, where a lot of people let 
nerves get to them and really 
get stressed out, and not to say 
she doesn’t get stressed, but 
she deals with it very posi
tively. So she is a racer and did

not have a lot of built-up stress.
‘Tor Emma, I’ve never seen 

a harder worker in practice, be 
it boys or girls,” he added. “She 
is so positive and she’s such a 
competitor, just like the other 
girls. For her to break the five- 
minute barrier (4:59.70 prelim 
time) in the 500 is just a monu
mental achievement for a dis
tance swimmer.”

Harrison-Farmington’s 
other individual event scorers 
were Munson in the 100 fly 
(11th in 57.69) and Borregard in 
the 100 breast (14th in 1:07.02). 
Munson shattered the school 
100 free record in the first leg 
of the 400-free relay with a 
time of 52.93 and set a school 
record in the 100 fly with a 
prelim time of 56.99. Borre
gard set a personal-best breast 
time of 1:06.45 in the prelims.
Capping an outstanding 
year

Harrison-Farmington’s 
state-meet finish capped an 
outstanding season during 
which it finished second in.the 
perennially-tough Oakland 
County meet to Mercy and 
second in the always-challeng
ing O A A  Red Division to Roch
ester Adams.

“It was a great year, a great 
season,” Kinyon said. “The 
girls put so much pressure on 
themselves. With school and 
academics and what it takes to 
actually compete at (the state) 
meet in terms of training and 
try to somehow have a social

life, the time that they put in is 
unbelievable.

“So to have that moment 
where they are winning 
(events) at the state meet, are 
getting personal bests culmi
nating with third overall, 
where we are holding up a 
third-place trophy that we 
thought we would never be 
able to attain, is really some
thing special,” he added. “I 
could not be more proud and 
happy for them.”

Kinyon will lose just two 
seniors from this year”s rec
ord-setting squad - Sydney 
Balk and Stewart. Everyone 
else, including sophomore 
Kate Pierni, who also was on 
the state-meet squad, is ex
pected to return next year.

“It’s exciting to have a n u m 
ber of swimmers back, but I 
hope they’re not thinking about 
next year yet, because they 
need to enjoy what we just 
did,” Kinyon said. “W e ’re still 
kind of on cloud nine, as some 
of the parents have said. I 
know a lot of the girls are ex
cited and looking to take some 
time off before going to then- 
club teams.

“They deserve to have some 
time off after such a great 
season,” he added. “Certainly, 
from a coaching perspective, 
you can always look ahead a 
little bit. Next year, we should 
be pretty strong but, obviously, 
there is a lot of work ahead.”

MERCY
Continued from Page B1 

cess.”
All-state swims lead w a y

Mercy mustered points in 11 
of the 12 events and produced 
eight individual all-state swim
mers. All three relays earned 
all-state honors, with two of 
them swimming to automatic 
All-America honors. The third 
relay is under All-America 
consideration.

It was a satisfying feeling 
for Venos to watch the Marlins 
produce such excellent swims 
in such a demanding environ
ment.

“It was a tough sell, getting 
these young ladies to buy into 
our philosophy of being pa
tient, trusting in the process 
and swimming fast at the end

Minnich Loniewski

of the season when it matters 
most,” Venos said. “W e  are in a 
delayed gratification sport in 
an instant gratification society 
and there were a lot of frus
trating, tired and crabby m o 
ments throughout the season, 
so it took a lot of trust on then- 
part to let things play out the 
way that they did.”

Senior captain Katie Min
nich and juniors Annette 
Dombkowski and Courtney 
Connolly registered double 
all-state individual swims to 
lead Mercy’s scoring parade.

Minnich, a University of 
Michigan commit, placed sec

ond in the 100-yard backstroke 
(54.42) and fifth in the 200 I M  
(2:05.69). Minnich, the 100 back 
state champion the previous 
three years, set a state back- 
stroke record with a prelim 
time of 53.80, which gave her 
automatic All-America status.

Dombkowski was sixth in 
the 200 free (1:52.67) and 
fourth in the 500 free (4:59.67). 
Connolly was third in the 200 
I M  (2:04.78) and fifth in the 100 
fly (56.06).

Mercy’s other all-state indi
vidual swims were by senior 
captain Kendall Goit in the 200 
free (fourth in 1:51.92) and 
sophomore Chloe Pulick in the 
500 free (5:02.64).
Ending a sensational 
season

Mercy also produced ster
ling all-state relay results.

The 200-yard medley relay 
foursome of Minnich, Tierney

Janovksy, Connolly and D o m b 
kowski was second in an auto
matic All-America time of 
1:44.41. The 400 free relay team 
of Kendall Goit, Connollly, 
Pulick and Minnich placed 
second with an All-America 
time of 3:28.07.

The 200 free relay quartet 
of Kendall Goit, Lindsey Case, 
Kylie Goit and Dombkowski 
was sixth with an All-America 
consideration time of 1:36.23.

Sarah Puscas (12th, 200 IM 
and 100 fly), Ciara McCliment 
(ninth, diving), Pulick (10th,
200 free), Kylie Goit (10th, 
butterfly), Kendall Goit (10th, 
100 free), Julia Coffman (12th, 
100 free, and ninth, 100 back), 
Katherine Hutter (14th, 500 
free), Myla Loniewski (15th,
100 back), Emily Guerra (11th, 
100 breast) and Janovsky (16th, 
100 breast) accounted for Mer
cy’s other points.

Mercy ended its tremen

dous season with an 11-0 dual
meet record. The Marlins won 
their 27th consecutive Catholic 
League championship, the 
Cranbrook Invitational and the 
Fenton Relays.

In addition, Venos was 
named the Division 1 Coach of 
the Year in his second season 
at Mercy. Venos also coaches 
at Birmingham Brother Rice, 
where he has led the Warriors 
to six state titles

“(This season) was very 
special, because Mercy has 
always been very important to 
me,” Venos said. “M y  mother, 
m y  aunt, m y  wife, m y  sister-in- 
law and m y  daughter all are 
Mercy grads. I a m  so thrilled 
that these young ladies could 
be a part of something that 
they will remember for a life
time.”

C R A N B R O O K
Continued from Page B1

in the 200 I M  and 100 back),
Oal (sixth in the 200 I M  and 100 
breast) and Misra (fifth in the 
100 back and eighth in the 200 
IM).

Murrell (100 and 200 free) 
and Cate Hofley (200 I M  and 
500 free) also scored for the 
Cranes.

“It was an unbelievable 
year. W e  have an incredible 
group of girls,” Bagley said. 
“They all worked very hard 
throughout the season. This 
championship is a testament to 
their dedication, work ethic
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and spirit. These girls swam 
with a lot of heart throughout 
the meet.

“This was really a fun team 
to coach,” he added. “They 
earned this championship and 
I a m  so proud of them.”

Marian took home the run
ner-up trophy for the second 
straight season. The Mustangs 
earned all-state honors in all 
three relays and had six other 
individual all-state swims.

Senior Lauren Biglin won 
the 500 free (5:04.69) and was 
second behind Woodbury in the 
200 free (1:52.15). Senior Gab
by Granata was third in the 200 
I M  (2:10.68), sophomore Lau
ren Sielicki was fifth in the 100 
fly (58.19) and third in the 100

back (58.56) and junior Jane 
Nodland placed eighth in the 
500 free (5:20:73).

The Mustangs’ top relay 
was the 400 free squad of N o 
dland, Sielicki, Granata and 
Biglin, which placed second in 
3:34.06. The 200 free relay 
team was fourth and the m e d 
ley relay squad placed seventh.

Detroit Country Day placed 
16th with 40 points.

D C D ’s all-state swimmer 
was freshman Jenny Tian, who 
took second in the 100-yard 
breaststroke with a time of 
1:07.60.
Division 2 meet

East Grand Rapids ran 
away in the Division 2 state

meet at the Holland Aquatic 
Center with 396 points.

Birmingham Seaholm was 
fourth (190), North Farmington 
11th (79) and Birmingham 
Groves (12th (74).

Seaholm’s individual all- 
state swimmers were senior 
Haley Dolan (third in the 50 
free, fifth in the 100 free), 
senior Linnea Anderson 
(fourth in the 50 free, second in 
the 100 fly), freshman Chloe 
Blake (eighth in the 500 free) 
and sophomore Gigi Hoppen 
(fifth in the 100 breast).

The Maples were second in 
both freestyle relays.

North Farmington freshman 
Greta Gidley was fifth in the 
50 free and fourth in the 100

$

free to earn all-state honors. In 
the 100-yard breaststroke, 
junior Julianna Petrak was 
fourth to gain all-state.

The Raiders’ 200-yard med
ley relay team of Gidley, Pe
trak, senior Aubrey East and 
senior Jillian Brown won all- 
state designation with a sev
enth-place effort.

For Groves, senior Camille 
Rochaix (200 free and 100 free) 
earned individual all-state 
honors. The Falcons’ 200 free 
relay team of senior Taylor 
Moilanen, Rochaix, junior 
Juliette Cerny and senior Mi
randa French was all-state 
after placing seventh.
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WARRANTY
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'Limited time offer. Valid through Nov ember 19, 2017. Participating dealers only. 
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for in-home consultations that are scheduled but not completed. Certificates 
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B O Y S  H O C K E Y  PR E V I E W

Livonia Churchill has unfinished 
business as new season opens
Tim Smith

hometownlrfe.com 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  

M I C H I G A N

The lingering taste in 
their mouths is still 
somewhat bitter for Livo
nia Churchill coach Jason 
Reynolds and his players, 
who were on the brink of 
playing at U S A  Hockey 
Arena in the Division 2 
final four last season.

After letting a late 
lead slip away against 
Saline, the Chargers fell 
5-4 in double overtime in 
the D2 quarterfinal.

That disappointing 
conclusion to an out
standing season (20-9) 
remains a sore point for 
Reynolds and players 
such as senior captains 
Conor Burnette and Josh 
Friend —  back for the 
chance to finish the job.

“It just builds their 
motivation for this up
coming year. I think they 
look at it as unfinished 
business,” Reynolds said. 
“I think it’s going to be in 
the back of their minds, 
especially as we get to
wards the postseason. 
They want to finish what 
they started.”

Burnette and Friend 
will team up on a top 
forward line, joined by 
either junior Dane Allen 
or junior Zach Flynn.

“W e ’re super-excited 
about the season,” Bur
nette said. “It didn’t end 
the way we wanted it to. 
But we just take that like 
a grain of salt... we take 
that for what it is. W e  
learn from it.

“It’s a big stepping 
stone for us to work on 
and w e ’re not going to 
end it out the same way 
this year. W e ’re going to 
definitely work to make 
sure that doesn’t happen 
again. That’s on our agen
da, for sure.”

The Chargers will hit 
the ice with a little extra 
zest for another reason. 
They are sporting clean
looking “Edmonton Oil- 
ers-inspired” uniforms, 
Reynolds said.

“Look good, feel good, 
play good,” Burnette said 
about the new-look 
squad.

Josh Friend m a k e s  a pass to a 
Livonia Churchill t e a m m a t e  
during a 2016-17 game.
M I C H A E L  V A S I L N E K

Plenty of offense
Scoring a lot of goals 

also will be part of Chur
chill’s script, anytime the 
lineup includes high- 
scoring forward and 
alternate captain Jordan 
Venegoni (24 goals, 30 
assists last year, accord
ing to Michigan Hockey 
Hub).

Venegoni will play on 
a line with senior center 
Carter Swider, another 
alternate captain.

“Unfortunately, last 
year (Swider) was out 
with a concussion that 
kept him out for the en
tire season,” Reynolds 
said. “H e  was willing to 
step in as a student m a n 
ager last year and really 
committed all his time 
and efforts to our pro
gram.

“N o w  that he’s back, 
w e ’re excited to have him 
as a player.... H e  has a 
clean bill of health. Play
ing with Jordan Venego
ni, I think he is going to 
provide us a nice one-two 
punch on offense.”

Other Churchill for
wards will include senior 
A d a m  Sinclair, juniors 
Zack Vendittelli and Jack 
Boyk, sophomores C a m 
eron Greener and Tyson 
Wisner and freshmen 
Jimmy Targosz and Ryan 
McCoy.
O n  the blue line

Top players- on de
fense include seniors 
Willis Wuebben and Seth 
Kucharczyk.

“They’ve been with us 
for a long time, great 
character guys, provide a

lot of leadership for us on 
the blue line,” Reynolds 
said. “Also (junior) Matt 
Gibboney, who’s been 
with us for three years.”

Churchill’s defensive 
group will include junior 
returnee Vaughn Ken
dall, freshman and for
mer Belle Tire player 
Donovan Young, sopho
more returnee Keith 
Peterson and sophomore 
Michael Mansina.

Reynolds said Mansi
na is coming over from 
the Livonia Hockey Asso
ciation, but won’t be eligi
ble to join the Chargers 
until January.

“H e ’s a high-energy 
guy,” he said. “W e ’re 
excited to get (Mansina) 
into the lineup as soon as 
we can.”

With three-year stal
wart goaltender Andrew 
Broyles having graduat
ed, Churchill’s goalkeep
ing will have a different 
look. Taking over the 
reins will be senior Chris 
Sergison, beginning his 
fourth year with the 
team.

“It’s finally Chris’s 
turn and I think he’s 
ready for it,” Reynolds 
said.

Backing up Sergison 
will be junior Joey Proc
tor and freshman Bryant 
Riley.
Different path

Reynolds and compa
ny plan on attacking the 
regular schedule with the 
same vigor. But once the 
postseason arrives, the 
Chargers will have a 
different challenge- 
having moved down a 
notch to Division 3.

“It doesn’t mean a lot 
to our regular season 
overall. W e ’ll still play in 
the K L A A  and w e ’ve 
booked a really tough 
schedule this year,” Rey
nolds said. “But once we 
get to the playoffs, obvi
ously, it’s a new crop of 
teams we have to com
pete with.

“I feel good about our 
chances in the Division 3 
playoffs and I think this 
regular season will really 
prepare us for another 
extended playoff run.”
tsmith@hometownrrfe.com
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Livonia Franklin's Jacob M a ss (right) m a k e s  a defensive stop against Grand Blanc, b i l l b r e s l e r i  
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M

Franklin’s Jacob Mass wins weekly voting

T T * r:F

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com 

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  
M I C H I G A N

Livonia Franklin sen
ior linebacker Jacob 
Mass won Hometown 
Life Prep Athlete of the 
Week honors for Week 13, 
but he had to ward off a 
late challenger.

Mass broke out to a 
big lead in the weekly 
polling, but saw Harri- 
son-Farmington junior 
girls swimmer Ashley 
T\irak nearly catch him 
down the home stretch.

The 6-foot-4,215- 
pound Mass tallied 7,908 
of 16,887 votes (46.83 
percent) to give the Pa
triots football team —

oCtSr- “ l-, j,.-

who
reached 
the Divi
sion 2 state 
final —  two 
consec-

M a ss utive Ath
lete of the

Week winners (also quar
terback Jacob Kelbert).

Tlirak finished second 
with 7,080 votes (41.92 
percent). In third place 
was Plymouth Christian 
Academy senior volley
ball player Grace Kel
logg (1,621,9.6 percent).

Mass was honored 
after his stellar perfor
mance Nov. 18 during 
Franklin’s 20-0 victory 
over previously unbeaten 
Grand Rapids Forest 
Hills Central in the D-2

r

semifinals at Grand 
Ledge.

H e  contributed a 
team-best five solo tack
les, including one for a 
loss, to go along with an 
assist.

“You know, it’s a good 
award,” Mass said. “It’s 
nice to be recognized for 
having a good game.

“But it’s really about 
the teammates and the 
players who helped m e  
get to that point. Each 
player on the defense is 
doing their 1/llth, every
body doing their job, 
working as a team and 
working as a family. Just 
one unit.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports



PREP V O L L E Y B A L L

Lakewood ousts Ladywood 
in Class B state semifinals

Ladywood's Ma dison Benoit (right) goes o n  the attack against Lakewood's Kayla Sauers.
T O M  L A N G

Blazers’ season ends 
in four-set setback 
in Battle Creek
Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  
M I C H I G A N

Lake Odessa Lake- 
wood donned T-shirts 
Nov. 17 for the Class B  
volleyball semifinal 
against Livonia Lady- 
wood which read on the 
back: “Unfinished busi
ness.”

The Vikings, despite a 
slight hiccup during the 
second set, did take care 
of business, disposing of 
the unranked Blazers in 
four sets, 25-21,18-25, 
25-17, 25-13, to reach 
their second straight 
state final at Battle 
Creek’s Kellogg Arena.

Lake Odessa Lake- 
wood (47-5-2) lost the 
next day in three sets 
against Pontiac Notre 
D a m e  Prep in the final.

“That’s what you 
strive for from day one,” 
said coach Kellie R o w 
land, who is 1,028-153 
overall in her 23rd sea
son with the Vikings. “It’s 
about postseason. It’s not 
about what happens dur
ing the year or wins or 
losses. It’s about getting 
to the state final in post
season. And they’ve 
adapted to that and ad
justed and that (was) our 
goal.”

In the opening set 
against Ladywood, Lake 
Odessa broke a 15-15 tie 
by going on a 6-0 run 
before closing it out.

But the underdog 
Blazers bounced back to 
win the second set be
hind Samantha Serra’s

three blocks and four 
kills from Natasha Strze- 
lewicz to even the match 
at 1-1.

“I think that we util
ized our cut shots and we 
were tipping,” second- 
year Ladywood coach 
Kathryn Chinavare said. 
“W e  played our game and 
that has worked for us all 
season. And then we just 
dug ourselves a hole in 
that third game. You 
can’t be down over 10 
points and expect to 
come back from that, not 
on rally serves. It’s not 
just going to happen.”

The Vikings dom
inated the third set, 
jumping out to leads of 
10-4 and 19-6 en route to a 
2-1 advantage.

“(Madison Benoit) had 
those cuts, so I had to 
keep blocking more in
side,” said Lakewood 5-9 
senior middle blocker 
Breanna Wickerink, who 
had a match-best 18 kills 
with an eye-opening .516 
hitting percentage. “And 
I was basically the only 
blocker when I was in on 
the right side, because 
our setter is a little 
small.”

Lakewood hit for a 
.266 percentage against 
the Blazers, one of five 
Detroit-area Catholic 
schools to reach the final 
four.

Aubrey 0 ’Gorman, a 
6-foot-2 freshman, added 
10 kills, while Lisa H e 
witt, Alivia Benedict and 
Erica Potter contributed 
eight apiece for the Vik
ings.

Defensively, Patsy 
Morris led with 21 digs, 
while setter Kayla 
Sauers and Benedict 
added 15 and 11, respec
tively.

“Any win is exciting...

we didn’t play our best,” 
Rowland said. “A  little bit 
of a slow (second) game, 
couldn’t get in rhythm, 
but we did what we need
ed to do. W e  found their 
holes and that’s what we 
went for.”

Here are some other 
takeaways:
CHAIR CONCERNS

Sauers finished with a 
match-best 47 assist-to- 
kills, but Rowland 
thought her 5-5 senior 
was hamstrung by some 
questionable calls by 
chair official Roy Britz.

“You have an official 
that is very inconsistent,” 
she said. “You have to tell 
your setter to begin 
bump passing to set the 
ball, because you don’t 
know if she’s going to get 
called or not. So that gets 
you out of system a little 
bit, but w e  adjusted. M y  
assistant coach said, ‘Let 
it go, it’s his problem. W e  
just got to outplay them’ 
and that’s what we decid
ed to do.”

Rowland directed her 
ire at the chair, but 
Sauers was able to ad
just.

“W e  had to get her to 
the ball a little faster, 
leave her defensive 
stance,” Rowland said. 
“You’re not supposed to 
see the ball to make the 
call, you’re supposed to 
see the hands and so she 
could get to the ball 
quicker than she could 
the clean set, I guess, in 
his eyes.”
PLAYING CATCH-UP

After winning the 
second set, the Blazers 
found themselves swim
ming upstream during 
the third and fourth sets.

“I just feel like we got 
low in some areas and it

was hard to push back,” 
said Ladywood junior 
Madison Benoit, who 
finished with a team-best 
16 kills and 17 digs. “So 
we should have stayed up 
and maybe kept fight
ing.”

Madeline Hudson 
added 12 kills, while set
ter Monique Lamoureux 
had 27 assists for the 
Blazers.

“It’s very overwhelm
ing coming into, like, this 
big stadium knowing that 
w e ’ve experienced small 
gyms,” said 5-4 senior 
libero Reese Moschetta, 
who had 15 digs. “So I 
think that played a part 
in our head, but I feel like 
we did our best to look at 
the other team on the 
other side and take m a y 
be a breath, just calm 
down and we just ended 
up falling down.”
TAKE A BOW

Of Ladywood’s six 
losses this season, two 
came against Class A  
finalist Birmingham 
Marian, another against 
Class A  semifinalist Far
mington Hills Mercy and 
yet another vs. Class C 
semifinalist Wixom St. 
Catherine.

And the other was 
against Class B  finalist 
Lakewood.

“That’s a bummer, but 
it always pretty much 
seems when you lose,” 
Chinavare said. “It’s 
hard. I’m  just, like, be
yond proud. W e  just got a 
little bit out-muscled, but 
it happens, it’s final four. 
W e  did things that no
body really expected us 
to do, so that in itself is 
pretty exciting.”

Four Ladywood sen
iors played their last 
match: defensive special
ist Danielle Lamoureux, 
Micaela Kuscinski, Strze-

lewicz and Moschetta.
“I saw the potential 

when I took the job at 
Ladywood,” Chinavare 
said. “I remember the 
first day I walked into 
the gym thinking, ‘Oh, 
m y  God, this team could 
do something really 
great.’ And last year, 
unfortunately, in dis
tricts, were were 
matched up with (state 
champion Ann Arbor 
Gabriel Richard) and 
they had Jurnee (Tipton) 
and she’s a phenomenal 
all-around player and we 
got kicked out a little 
early. And I knew this 
year with this core group 
... they’re, like, all best 
friends, they all play well 
together and we could 
really make a run and do 
some decent things.”
bemons@hometownlrfe.com
Twitter@BradEmons1
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Relationships Built on Trust
Family owned & operated since 1961

• ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • BATHROOMS 
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Kroll Construction employs the m o s t  highly 
trained, highly skilled roofing contractors in 

Detroit and in the Detroit Metro area.
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Finding work 
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4 questions to ask at the end of an interview

GETTY IMAGES

B Y  K A T E  L O P A Z E
T H E J O B N E T W O R K

I t’s g a m e  time —  the inter- 
I view is here. Y o u  p repped 
I well. Y o u  a c e d  the h a n d 
shake, anticipated the q u e s 
tions they a s k e d  a n d  w o w e d  
t h e m  with your smooth, c o m 
petent d e m e a n o r  a n d  relevant 
w o r k  anecdotes.

O r  m a y b e  it w a s n ’t your best 
interview (it h a p p e n s )  a n d  y o u  
n e e d  a  w a y  to salvage the 
w h o l e  thing. Either way, as the 
interview is wrapping up, it’s 
time to close strong. This is 
your c h a n c e  to leave a  valu
able impression o n  your w a y  
out.

At this point, m o s t  interview
ers will o p e n  the floor to y o u  by 
asking if y o u  h a v e  a n y  other 
questions. Before y o u  simply 
s h a k e  h a n d s  a n d  s ay “thank 
y o u  for your time,” consider 
asking these four questions to 
finish strong:

1. “H o w  would you 
describe the culture 
here in the office?”

This question s h o w s  that 
y o u ’re already thinking about 
h o w  y o u  c a n  fit in a n d  a d d  
value to this c o m p a n y .  It also 
gives y o u  a n  unofficial glimpse 
into w h a t  the c o m p a n y  is like 
—  information that y o u  c a n ’t 
necessarily get from online 
research.

T h e  interviewer is unlikely 
to tell y o u  the “warts a n d  all”

version, but it’s a g o o d  w a y  to 
get a n  initial feel for w hether 
the job will truly b e  a  g o o d  fit 
for you.

2. “What’s been 
your favorite part 
about working for 
this company?”

This e n g a g e s  the inter
viewer’s personal side, letting 
t h e m  give a n  opinion that 
isn’t necessarily b a s e d  o n  the 
c o m p a n y  motto or the job d e 
scription. T h e  a n s w e r  c a n  be 
e v e n  m o r e  revealing about the 
day-to-day life at the c o m p a n y  
than asking, “W h a t ’s the day- 
to-day like here?”

For example, at o n e  inter
view I a s k e d  this question

a n d  w a s  pleasantly surprised 
to find out that o n c e  a m o n t h  
the c o m p a n y  throws a pizza 
party for e m p l o y e e s  a n d  holds 
regular events like e m p l o y e e  
bake-offs a n d  craft fairs. That 
told m e  that the c o m p a n y  
valued e m p l o y e e  morale, a n d  
w a s  a deciding factor w h e n  I 
accepted the job.

If the interviewer s e e m s  
s t u m p e d  by this question a n d  
h a s  to think a  while before 
answering, that m a y  b e  a  red 
flag, w hich is also g o o d  infor
mation to have.

3. “What experience 
best prepared you for 
working here?”

Again, this e n g a g e s  with

the interviewer a n d  gets 
h i m  or her respond candidly 
without being too intrusive 
or personal. It also tells you 
about the kinds of skills that 
will serve y ou best in this role, 
regardless of w h a t ’s in the job 
description.

For example, if the inter
viewer tells y o u  that working 
for a  chaotic small c o m p a n y  
prepared her for the “all h a n d s  
o n  d e c k ” attitude of this place, 
it tells y o u  that t e a m w o r k  is 
prized here. Y o u  c a n  respond 
by saying s omething like, “I 
thrive in that kind of a t m o 
sphere too. W or ki n g  at a  small 
m o m - a n d - p o p  store taught m e  
h o w  valuable it is for everyone 
to pitch in to get the job done.”

4. “H o w  would you 
describe the leadership 
style here?”

U p  to this point, it’s likely 
that the interview w a s  focused 
o n  the job itself a n d  your 
qualifications. This question 
o p e n s  it u p  a bit a n d  tells 
you m o r e  about the expecta
tions of the c o m p a n y  for this 
job —  w hether it’s a  hands-on 
m a n a g e m e n t  kind of c o m p a n y  
(or potentially m i c r o m a n a g 
ing), or a  leadership style that 
relies o n  e m p l o y e e s  being 
m o r e  independent.

It also tells the interviewer 
that y o u ’re thinking about 
creating a  productive, in-tune 
relationship with your potential 
manager.

A s  with all interview q u e s 
tions, it’s important to read the 
flow of the interview. If y o u ’ve 
covered a n y  of these topics 
earlier, n o  n e e d  to rehash 
t h e m  at the e n d  —  it could 
look like y o u  w e r e n ’t paying 
attention.

But m a k i n g  sure y ou have 
a  potential list of thoughtful, 
e n g a g e d  questions ready 
to g o  will help y o u  finish the 
interview in a  polished, profes
sional way.

Kate Lopaze is a career advice 
journalist for TheJobNetwork.com, 
where this article was originally 
published. She investigates and 
writes about current strategies, 
tips and trending topics related 
to all stages of one's career.
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n e w  beginnings...
Engineering & IT

Opening for degreed and exp'd Asia 
Pacific Metrics Specialist located in 
Dearborn, Ml; send r e s u m e  by mail 
&  include salary req'ts to:

Stefanie Burton, H R  Director 
Jackson D a w s o n  

Communications Inc. 
1 Parklane Blvd., Suite 1105 

Dearborn, M l  48126

General
Positions available. Please apply in 

person at Beans &  Cornbread 
29508 Northwestern Highway, 

Southfield, Ml 48034 or resumes to: 
beanscornbreadiobsegmail.com

L 3  Professional
Director of Purchasing at Continental 
A l u m i n u m  Corporation, a subsidiary 
of Metal E x c h a n g e  Corporation. Po
sition in N e w  Hudson, Ml. Plan, de
velop &  implement all aspects of r a w  
material purchasing, inventory, m a 
terial commodity, delivery, schedul
ing, 8. reporting; Ensure competitive 
positioning w/in industry; Analyze 
availability of c o m m o d i t y  types 8. 
scrap m i x  to ensure proper chemistry 
8, market spread; Coordinate molten 
metal meetings; Quote 8, c o m m u n i 
cate business objectives 8< plans; Di
rect r a w  materials purchase activity. 
Requires Bachelors (Bus., Engr., 
rltd.) 8c 7 yrs. exp. in commodities ac
quisition role. M u s t  have exp. w/ alu
m i n u m  scrap 8c melting optimization 
process; man a g i n g  material require
m e n t  planning; blending algorithm 
software; analyzing aluminum, 
copper 8c silicon market data; 8c ne
gotiating multi-annual commodities 
contracts. Submit resumes:
metalexchangecorp.com/careers/.

Help W a n t e d
FfT custodial/grounds for Redford 
Schools.Please call 313-886-7797

C A B L E  T V  P R O D U C T I O N  A S S T .  
&  M A R K E T I N G  S P E C I A L I S T

Canton Township is n o w  accepting 
applications for the following two 
positions:
• Cable T V  Production Asst. (Full- 
Time) - Application Deadline: D e 
c e m b e r  4, 2017
. Marketing Specialist (Full-Time)
- Application Deadline: N o v e m b e r  
30, 2017
Job descriptions, qualifications and 
hiring processes are available on 
the Canton Township website: 
htfp://canton.applicantp ro.com/iobs 
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STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian 
and International pharmacy, compare 
prices and get $25.00 OFF your first 
prescription! CALL 1-844-358-9925 
Promo Code CDC201725 (MICH)

HELP WANTED-

HOME EVERY WEEK! $5000 
Sign On Bonus, Dedicated Customer, 
$65K+ Annually and Excellent Benefits 
Plan! CALL 888-409-6033 w m. 
Dhve4Red.com (6 months expehence 
and CDL A required). (MICH)

PAM TRANSPORT HAS 
OPEN DRIVER POSITIONS 
IN YOUR AREA. TTop pay and

benefits! Call (855)983-0057 today 
to talk to us about opportunities near 
you. (MICH)

STEEL BUILDINGS
PIONEER POLE 
BUILDINGS- Free Estimates- 
Ucensed and insured-2x6 Trusses-45 
Year Warranty Galvalume Steel-19 
Colors-Since 197641 in Michigan-Call 
Today 1-800-292-0679. (MICH)
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SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 53 Country’s
1 Music- McEntire
licensing gp. 56 Wyatt of the 

6 With greatest Old West
frequency 57 Hector

14 Light, in a 
way

20 River to Lake 
Geneva

21 Many kids’ 
art projects

22 “Any way is 
fine by me"

23 STARDOM 
WEALTH

25 “Bewitched” 
husband

26 F minor, e.g.
27 Albany hrs.
28 Abbr. on a 

pay stub
30 One of 

King Lear’s 
daughters

31 Most like 
Solomon

33 STRIKE 
DWELLING

39 “... boy 
—  girl?"

40 Gambling

60 “Mona — " 
63 Makes 

match up 
66 Pasty luau 

fare

105 Miami-
—  (Florida 
county)

106 Wasted
107 Small battery 

size
108 GREATLY 

OFFING
113 Guevara’s 

commander

way
74 Bovine

67 Skating rink 115 Of the
shape hipbone

68 PERFORM 116 Prickly
ZERO seedcase

71 In a strict 117 Ark.-to-lll. dir.
119 Mai —
120 Frolic

sound 122 ALLOWED
75 Global divide STATUTE
76 NEGATIVE 129 Verdi

LEVY tragedy
81 Tomb-raiding 130 Hold dear

Croft 131 Flared dress
82 Suffix of 132 Forwarded,

pasta names as mail
83 “A Bell for 133 Furry marine

— ° (classic mammal 
novel) 134 Encounters

84 Any minute
85 “Slim Shady" D O W N

rapper
place, briefly 87 Blockhead 

42 Planted “pet" 89 Half of
43 “Fur — " 

(Beethoven 
favorite)

44 HUDSON 
OCTET

48 “Peanuts" girl

Mork's 
goodbye 

91 Gradually 
withdrew 

93 Antigen 
attackers

with glasses 96 EMERALD 
52 Student’s JEALOUSY

dissertation 102 Path in a jet

1 Terrier noise
2 One-named 
Latina singer

3 Approaches 
to attack

4 Keep —  on 
(watch)

5 Pod spherule
6 What touts 
tabulate

7 Liquor 
bottle

8 Overly
9 Be incorrect
10 Met or Phillie 

rival
11 Avian runner
12 RCA rival
13 Fly of Kenya
14 Pot coverer
15 Reality TV 

celebrity fired 
by Donald 
three times

16 Cry from a 
member of 
an arriving 
group

17 Ship's goods
18 Faith Hill's 

“Take Me — "
19 Wife of Dick 

Cheney
24 Prickly 

plants
29 N.J. neighbor
31 Pan for stir- 

frying
32 Ex-froshes
34 Strands 

post-blizzard
35 Summer 

misery stat
36 Puff piece?
37 Actor Bert in 

a lion suit
38 Footballer 

Tebow
41 City transport
45 And others,

In Latin
46 Grain storer
47 See 72- 

Down

49 El —
(peak in 
California)

50 Mined find
51 Clever 

adage
54 Party abbr. 

about 
drinks

55 Append
57 Certain wind 

musician
58 Of flight 

technology
59 Music of 

Scott Joplin
61 Highway rig
62 Parts of 

nerve cells
64 —  au vin
65 Good 

name for a 
chef?

68 Bob of‘folk
69 Country in 

West Africa
70 Silver

—  (photo lab 
compound)

72 With 47- 
Down, 
forensic 
tool

73 Kind of TV
77 A, in Aquila
78 Ding- —
79 Out-of-

—  (visitor)
80 De novo
85 Tempted
86 Maestro 

Zubin

88 Like
nondefective
DVDs

90 Pakistani's 
language

92 Feel sickly
94 Capital of 

Nebraska
95 135 degrees 

from 117- 
Across

97 Nosh on
98 End of some 

URLs
99 Cole of song
100 “Iglu" for 

“igloo," e.g.
101 7’6" Ming
103 R&D center
104 Bursts forth
108 Pep
109 Make thrilled
110 Country 

singer 
LeAnn

111 Brother, in 
Brest

112 Between, in 
Brest

114 Vogue topic
118---do-well
121 Boatload
123 Actor 

Stephen
124 —  Zedong
125 Suffix with 

124-Down
126 Boy 

pharaoh
127 “Whack!"
128 Craven of 

horror films

108 109 110

115

120 121
129

132

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
5 9 2

3 6 4
7 1 3
1 2 5

8 7 4
9 8 1
4 3 5

2 6 8
9 7 5 1

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric dues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!
9 z I- S z P z 6 8
8 Z 6 1- 9 z S Z
6 s L Z e 8 l 9 P
e V 9 8 p S L Z 6

6 Z l 9 Z 8 z S
L 8 S Z z 6 P \ 9
s C 6 8 l 9 L Z
I. z \> 9 S Z 6 8 z
z 9 8 Z 6 z S t- l



GENESIS G80 LUXURY SEUAN HITS SWEET SPUTINTENUEU BY HYUNBAI W H E N  IT IAUNCHEU THIS EXCITING N E W  BRANU

By Dale Buss

At first, 
Genesis was a 
car model, a 
cool, surprising 
p e r f o r m a n c e  
statement by 
Hyundai that the 
brand created to 
dimensionalize 
a marque 
previously know 
almost exclusively

__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  for producing
reliable, high- 

quality, reasonably priced sedans.
Genesis appeared on action shows 

such as Burn Notice and began 
acquiring fans in the media and 
thp U.S market with specs that fit 
premium European sports sedans 
as well as as Korean-made upstart.

A n d  over the last couple of years, 
as Hyundai faced challenges in the 
shrinking U.S. sedan market because 
of quiet gasoline prices, the brand 
took some significant measures to 
address its challenges.

For one thing, Hyundai decided to 
launch a bunch of new vehicles into 
the biggest weak spot in its mainstream

product line: S U V s  and crossovers.
M a y b e  just as important for 

Hyundai over the longer term is that 
it decided to stop trying to stretch its 
existing brand in dealer showrooms 
over vehicles that ranged from its 
humblest $15,000 sedans to its pricey 
new sports car. And Hyundai created 
a separate brand for Genesis.

Genesis G80 is one of the two new 
models that Hyundai introduced under 
the new Genesis brand in 2017, a 
staging that also included creation 
of a new flagship sedan called G90, 
which is essentially a rebranding of 
the Hyundai Equus.

The spawning of Genesis included 
the creation of a logo that m a n y  
luxury-car buyers mistake initially for 
a Bentley symbol. While what’s under 
the frontal decoration of a Genesis 
doesn’t match the ultra-luxury level of 
the British pinnacle brand, Hyundai 
has done a great job of producing a 
vehicle worthy of comparison with 
premium competitors from anywhere 
on the globe.

T h e  Hyundai Genesis was last 
wholly redesigned for 2015. But for 
2017, besides creating a new brand to 
house and promote its newly renamed 
car, Hyundai also imbued the new

The interior of the Sport version of G80.
G 8 0  with a number of features from and intervention, 
the previous Hyundai Genesis that 
are n o w  standard. They include a

M i ® *
The 2018 Genesis G80.

power-adjustable steering wheel, lane- 
departure warning and blind-spot 
monitoring.

Also, Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto were new for the 2017 model, 
allowing users to control smartphone 
functions such as navigation and 
audio playback through the G 8 0  
touchscreen.

Genesis 2018 G 8 0  is a full-size, 
rear-wheel drive sedan that’s available 
in a six-cylinder, 3.8-liter power 
train or 5.0-liter V8 engine, with 
all-wheel drive available as an option 
for the 3.8-liter model.

Standard features are a rich menu 
of goodies that any self-respecting 
purchaser of a 2018 $56,000 vehicle 
that I drove would expect, including 
18-inch alloy wheels, xenon headlights 
with automatic high-beam control,. 
L E D  daytime running lights, a 
rearview camera, heated mirrors, 
automatic wipers, adaptive cruise 
control, dual-zone automatic climate 
control, keyless ignition and entry, 
auto-dimming mirrors, blind-spot 
monitoring with rear cross-traffic 
alert, and lane-departure warning

For good measure, all-wheel drive 
models come with headlight washers, 
heated rear seats and a heated steering 
wheel.

G 8 0 ’s interior is spacious, and 
materials are top-notch, supporting 
its luxury positioning. Ivs got an 
outstanding safety rating. Just as 
important, the ride and feel of the 
G80 are reminiscent of the parameters 
that Lexus has m a d e  its stock-in- 
trade. In other words, G 8 0  w o n ’t be 
mistaken for a true sports sedan, and 
that’s how its target buyers want it.

Indeed, G80 accelerates as smoothly 
and briskly as you might expect from 
such an expensive car, responds quickly 
and precisely to driving commands, 
provides a bump-soaking ride that 
isn’t marshamallowy, and provides an 
extremely quiet cabin that will make 
a strong impression on passengers 
and driver alike.

All of this really makes an impact 
on you when you consider price, 
which is exactly what Hyundai was 

That rich list also includes heated intending. G 8 0  starts at around 
eight-way power frontseats, leather $42,000, below the luxury midsize
upholstery, a power-adjustable steering 
wheel and driver-memory settings as 
well as a top-notch connectivity web 
and a seven-speaker audio system.

class average price, according to 
U.S. N e w s

ige pi
& Wi g tc 

mile
the competing 
around $46,0(

odd Report, while 
; Lexus G S  starts at 
0.

The winged logo that says “Genesis.”
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opportunites, lease, Invest...

G A R D E N  C I T Y :  L A N D M A R K  
R E S T A U R A N T  C L O S I N G  IT 

S T O R E S  After 42 1/2 years. Land 220x250 6500 Sq. Ft Building &  Equip, 
Joe 734-320-7500 or D o m  734-891-9380

Service
P  Event Planning ^s^ialProperty

S A N T A  C L A U S  F O R  HIRE.734-634-4942________

* 1
Painting B y  Robert ‘Wall pa p e r  R e 
moval ‘Interior ‘Exterior ‘Plaster/ 
Drywall Repair ‘Staining. 40 yrs exp Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

^ A s s o r t e d ^ ^ ^ -

all kinds of things...
Musical Instruments

Transportation
Wheels
best deal for you..

Spinet Piano, Haddorff, Vertichord 
blonde wood, $500,248-476-5810 ****************************

wmsmmm H 8 i W  Top $S Cash tor iu'nk cars. 
Free towing-7 days, 34yrs 734-223-5581

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR |

N M L S # 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage 138560 (734) 707-8877 3.75 0 3.125 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.75 0 3.125 0
L L .

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.75 0 3.125 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.75 0 3.125 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 3.75 0 3 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 4 0.25 3.25 0

Above Information available as of 11/22/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 2 0 %  down &  credit score of 740 or above. J u m b o  rates, specific payment 

calculation &  most current rates available Thursday after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lend em to participate call (734) 922-3032 

© 2 0 1 7  Residential Mo r t g a g e  Consultants, Inc., All Rights Re se rve d

I
Y o i i r  dream home should come 

with a dream neighborhood.
That's why Lansing State Journal I Homes 

provides exclusive details on neighborhoods, 
lifestyles and area amenities with every listing.

dtok BottleCreek Enquirer
fAXT Of THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Lansing State Journal
FART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

T i m e s  H e r a l d
PAJIT OF TUB Vi* TOO AY NETWOBX

■
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Love the house. K n o w  the neighborhood.
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IF ITS ON FOUR
WHEELS ITS IN 

OURWHEELHOUSE
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M du know us for shopping, and now 
Cars.com is the site for the entire life of your 
car. So for every turn, turn to Cars.com.

- •  •
S H O P  SERVICE SELL

Download on the
w  AppStore



ACCESS EVERYTHING YOU NEED,

ê ehu time yaw rueed i£.
Enjoy more access to your kitchen with custom 
pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

5 0 %  O F F  INSTALLATION*

Schedule your free design consultation
(248)462-7491

*Lin]it one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 11/30/2017. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.
DF-SPADIIOJISUOl ......... ....... ....
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f l l S I T Y
^  L I N C O L N  —  19 Tears in a Raid

Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi Find OUt Why.
(800) 240-8730 I VarsityLincoln.com

Complimentary 6-Year/l00,000-Mile 
Warranty on Every Certified 

Pre-Owned Lineoln!
1 — >:" “ -s Certified!

i

STK 45090

0 ^

2015 Lincoln M K S  A W D

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• Front/Side Airbags
• O n ly 15,255 miles

N O W  O N L Y
* 2 4 . < ) ! ) r ,

2016 Lincoln M K Z  Select A W D

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a  
•Adaptive Headlights
• O n ly 27,075 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*21,995

2016 Lincoln M K Z  Select A W D  I 2015 Lincoln M K C  Select F W D

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• Rear Parking Sensors
• Only 29,936 miles

N O W  O N L Y
1.995

2016 Lincoln Navigator L  Select 
AWT)

• Rear Parking Sensors
• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• O n ly 17,717 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*41,995-

v;
■ Rear Parking Sensors
■ Keyless Entry
• Only 28,2 59 miles
N O W  O N L Y

S T K  #: 44779

*204)95
2015 Lincoln M K Z  Select FWD

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• H e a t e d  Mirrors
• O n ly 22,744 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*19,995-

2013 Lincoln M K S  Premiuni A W D  1 2015 Lincoln M K Z  Hybrid F W D  |20l6Liiiicolii^^^tybri^^M

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a  
•Adaptive Headlights
• Only 46,092 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*15,995

2016 Lincoln M K Z  Reserve A W D
S T K  ft: 45143

•Alarm S y s t e m
• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• O n ly 3 9 , 5 3 4  miles
N O W  O N L Y
*20,995

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• Alarm System 
•Only 44 , 9 6 3  miles
N O W  O N L Y
*19,995

2014 Lincoln M K T  EcoBoost A W D

m
• Buck et Seats
• Anti-Theft Alarm
• O n ly 27,426 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*2t99o

2015 Lincoln M K Z  Reserve A W D

STK ft: 45 03 5

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• Keyless Entry 
•Only 13,152 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*29,995

m s k

2014 Lincoln M K X  Elite F W D

• Rear V i e w  C a m e r a
• Keyless Entry
• O n ly 3 5 , 5 0 4  miles
N O W  O N L Y
*24395-

2016 Lincoln M K X  Select A W D

Rear V i e w  C a m e r a  
H e a t e d  Mirrors

, -  --rW -

•Only 40,201 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*27,995

STK #: 44898

Grand River at W i x o m  Rd in Novi
(800) 240-8730 I VarsityLincoln.com

OPENSATURDAYS
Over 8 0 0  

Vehicles Ready To Go!
THE SALE IS ON...SAVE THOUSANDS

• Rear Parking Sensors
• 4-Wheel A B S  Brakes
• Only 29,101 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$19,995

Check It Out!
| 2014 Lincoln M K S  
A W D
• Heated Mirrors 
•Alarm System 
•Only 16,654 miles

NOW ONLY
$19,995

LIN C O L N
CERTIFIED P R E - O W N E D

Meticulous 200-point inspection by 
factory trained technicians
6-year / 100,000-mile comprehensive 
warranty coverage
Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

not include tax, title, license an d  dealer fees d u e  at point of purchase. Inventoiy a n d  pricing subject to change. S e e  Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers e n d  11/30/17.

w a r n mmmammmmm


