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Some

see huge spike inwater bills

Canton residents” billsapproach $1,000

Darrell Clem

hometownlife.com

Canton has received a bar-
rage of complaints from resi-
dents whose water bills have
skyrocketed, some reaching
the $1,00mark for the latest
quarterly billing cycle.

The complaints followa
6.9-percent rate hike and a dry
summer that pushed up con-
sumption among residents
watering their lawns.

By contrast, officials in
Plymouth and Plymouth Thwn-
ship, where water-sewer rates
are lower than inCanton, say
they have received fewcom-
plaints.

“We Tenot gettinga lotof
inquiries about water rates,”
Plymouth Thwnship IVeasurer
Mark Clinton said.

In Canton, an average resi-
dential consumer using 22,650
gallons of water would typical-
ly pay about $300 for a three-
month billing cycle, Municipal

Services Director Tim Faas
said.
But some residents, espe-
cially those with large proper-
ties, were socked with huge
increaseswhen their latest
quarterly billsrecently came
due for summer months.
“We had some customers
who had water billsas high as
$1,000,” Faas said.
Canton officials sought to
explain the increases earlier
thismonth, when residents
brought their complaints toa
Canton Tbwnship Board of
TVustees meeting. Faas said
thispast summer was the
driest since 2012, prompting
heavy lawn-watering by some
homeowners.
Canton Supervisor Pat Wil-
liams said the township will
honor requests by some resi-
dents tohave theirwater me -
ters checked for accuracy.
Going fOfW(’il’d, he iShOperl BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Thisphoto from September shows thewater storage facility being built on Canton®s north side. Officialshope it
See WATER, Page A2  will ease water rate hikes.

SANTA PLEASE? e

Area youngsters share their wishes ==

The Observer asked kids
from our readership area to
share their wishes from San-
ta. Here"s what they offered,
just as they wrote it

Dear Santa,

How are the Reindeer?
How are you? I wot the hot
wheels flir.My mom wants
jewelry. My Dad wos anow
botiy. My sister wos the Somr
Chip.

P.S.wake me up.

Love, Marley Farhat

Dear Santa,

How are you? Can you take
breaks? Can you do what ever
you want? Can you gitme a
kory mushen? Can you gitme
a baby dol? Can you gitmy
mama macup?

Love, Skylah Scott

Dear Santa,

How aeryou? How aer the
elves? Can you bring my dad
toolsand my mom some
jewelry? Iwant a BBS.

Love, Griffin\Whiteside.

P.S.Wake me up wan you
git thre!

Dera Santa,

How are you doing? Can
you bring a hoch amal for
BellaWade? Can you bring
me ahoch amal likeBella
pleeeeeeeececeeeeeees!

Have a safe trip,

Love, SophiaWade

P.S. I"m going to springkl
deer food on the grass for
your deer wite Bella.

Dear Santa Claus,

How are you doing? Could
you bringmy mom anew
necklace? You are a Holly
jolly felllow!

Has my elfon the shelf,
Holloy, been talking to you
these nights? Cause when |
woke up thismorning I found
Holloy hanging from the top
of my bunk bed.

Also, canyou bringme a
Xboxone?

Love, Maliyah Arielle
Cunninghum

P.S. Could you bringme

little live pets? How old are
you really?

Dear Santa,

How many elves are there?
Can you getMrs. Zuzo a car
and children. Good job!

Canton resident Janet Bra-
dy S athletic skills have earned
her 128 awards in just eight
years.

Brady, 58, has accumulated
honors inhorseshoes, hammer
throw, javelin toss, shot put
and other events in local, coun-
ty, state and national competi-
tions, often in senior games.
She believes in staying active.

“I'm just getting out there
and doing what Ican,” she
said. “You just keep going.
Thatswhat youve got todo.”

Brady has achieved a new
milestone by becoming one of
five athletes - including three
from Michigan- selected as
athletes of the year in this
year’sNational Congress of
State Games. She qualified
after already winning an ath-
lete of the year award in the
Meijer State Games of Michi-
gan.

Brady became the only
adult female to clinch the
NCSG award for her athletic
abilities in track and field.
Michigan twins Colette and
Elyse Levens of Lake Orion
captured the youth female
awards for multi-sportcompe-
tition. Other national winners
came from Oregon and Ne-
braska.

“Its a great honor,” said
Brady, who went toa confer-
ence inAtlantic City toaccept

See ATHLETE, Page A2

national Congress of
State Games

Female Adult
Athlete of the Year
2016 !

JANET GALE BRADY 1

Love,
See LETTERS, Page A3  Santanot only heard directly from area youngsters, but he received letters from them as well. The award won by Janet Brady.
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Jk swe approach
another new year,
# m 1 have askedmy -
selfa question about the
many columns Ive writ-
ten this past year: “Have
you written anything of
positive nature during
the past 12 months?”
The answer isvery
little, because the nega-
tive stands out like never
before. Ask anyone what
they think about prod-
uctsmade inChinaand a
few other foreign coun-
triesand Ibetyou hear
theword “junk" in that
conversation. 1ve been
writing about the 1.8
million recalled appli-
ances currently inAmer -
ican homes where home-
owners donthave aclue
whether they have one or
not, which prompts the
need foranew lawmak -
ing manufacturers re-
sponsible for informing
every personwho owns
theirbrand name prod-
ucts.

Joe
Gagnon

APPLIANCE
doctor

For example, let’s take
the name Samsung. No
one seems toknow what
a terrible job itdid with
major appliances until
they hear about the tele-
phone debacle. Itdid
admit toa bigproblem
and refused toannounce
a recall on the product
until the Consumer Prod-
uct Commission stepped
on ftshands and Sam-
sung cried uncle.

Only then did itdecide
toplay ball and, fol low-
ing that episode, came
the top load washer,
which blows up in the
laundry room and causes
injuries. Itsellsalmost 3
million washingma-
chines before thisprob-
lem isdiscovered which,
as faras I'm concerned,

0 bserver
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Is itthe end of quality or the beginning of

isabunch of bunk. It
knew of thisproblem
several years ago and did
nothing to protect con-
sumers and now, because
of all this repeated na-
tional exposure, finally
Americans are becoming
noticeably aware.

I could fill 10 pages of
thiscolumn with past
recallson major home
appliances and most of
you wouldnthave heard
one word about them!
Some 1.8million recalled
appliances which are in
homes today and haven’t
been repaired. That isa
small amount compared
to the actual amount of
recalls announced in the
past 20 years. Some 8
million refrigerators
which have parts at-
tached to the compressor
which catch fire without
any warning day or
night. Light bulbs that
stay on even when the
refrigerator door is
closed. Ovens which

ATHLETE

Continued from Page Al

her award.

In all, 30 state-based
games nominate their top
athletes forNCSG com-
petition. This marked the
first time Michigan ath-
letes had been selected
for the national award.

Brady competed in
track and field at the
Michigan games, earning
13 gold medals in shot
put, discus, javelinand
hammer throw during
three years of state game
competitions. She also
serves as co-queen ofa
Red Hat Society group
and volunteers with a
group that makes dress-
es for children in Africa
and scarves for area
veterans.

Brady isa volunteer
for the Canton Senior
Advisory Council and
previously volunteered
at her children®s school.
She was a Cub Scout
leader and a Girl Scout
leader for her children
and was active in the

Dr. James Stewart isa general dentist from Livonia, M. Today, he answers a
question about sleep loss.

SHOULD WE TRY AND MAKE UP
FOR LOST SLEEP?

Dear Dr. Stewart: Is ittrue that we should try and
make up for lostsleep?

r. Stewart: Yes. When we lose sleep over the course of a few days or
weeks, we can build up a sleep debt. The average adult needs to get seven
to nine hours of rest per night to function properly during the day. Losing
sleep can mean moodiness, difficulty concentrating during the day, weight
gain, and even a higher riskof memory loss and heart disease. Fortunately,
with the holidays you have an excellent chance to settle some or all of
lurge you to go to sleep at a reasonable time
and continue to sleep until you wake up naturally. No alarms, just several
days of a good night s rest. Once you are caught up do your best to avoid
buildingup anew sleep debt by trying to get to bed and wake up at the
same time every day as many claysas you can.

Ifyou have a question about your oral health or would like to schedule a
complimentary cosmetic consultation, contact Dr. James Stewart.

Call 734.425.4400 or Visitwww. jamesstewartdds.com

your sleep debt. To do so,

SLEEP MEDICINE VP

...................... ofMichigan pc

FIXMASTERS

Atlas Luggage

JAMES R. STEWART, JR.

D.D.S., P.C.

15873 Middlebclt, Suite 100 Livonia. M1 48154

38655 Ann Arbor Rd
Livonia Ml 48150

) 542-9755

7 Days aWeek 9am -7pm

A:ould fill 10 pages of thiscolumn
with past recallson major home
appliances and most ofyou wouldn®t
have heard one word about them!

ignite by themselves
during the middle of the
night- the listgoes on
and on and on.

Ifyou are reading this
column, you have an
obligation toyour family
to investigatewhat lam
writing about. Go to the
website www.product
safetycommission and
read and study the re-
calls of products listed
and make sure that one
of those isnot being used
inyour home. This past
summer, Imet with state
Rep. Gary Glenn inLan-
singand he wrote a hill
(HB 5679) that would
make all manufacturers
responsible for inform-

ing every consumer of
recalled products in their
homes. I have notheard
back from him inmonths
and Isuspect that some
lobbyist for some trade
association has put the
crunch on this bill.

Time will &1, I
sure. Now, lets go back
to the original subject of
Samsung exploding
washing machines.
Watching the Canadian
news the other night,
Samsung made front
page. Itrefuses topay
owners of these Washers
any rebate offered unless
the consumer purchases
another Samsung prod-
uct. Itwill alsonot pay

Nataaal

hometownlife.com

what?

any expenses in the de-
livery or removal of this
exploding washer. Ihap-
pen toknow quitea few
Canadians and can prove
a pretty tough bunch who
won ttake this sort of
stuff lying down. This
South Korean company
can expect a cross-check
across a forehead.

Now, my final plea is
that you will contact
Glennand urge him to
get thisHB 5679 passed
and into law inMichigan.
Itwill save lives and
prevent millions of dol-
lars inproperty damage
and put the awareness
responsibility square into
the hands of those people
who deserve it The man-
ufacturers are selected.
Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heardat8
a.m. each Saturdayon
WAAM-M (1600). You can
emailyour problemsand
questionson appliances to
appldrQtwmi. rrcom.

Congress of

State Games A

Janet Brady of Canton was named Athlete of the Year by the National Congress of State

Games.

Canton Historical Soci-

The Meijer State
Games of Michigan,
modeled after the 0lym-
pics, welcomes athletes
regardless of age or
ability level and embod-

WATER

Continued from Page Al

Canton can slow the in-
crease of water rates
once anew water storage
facility on the north side
goes intoservice in the
spring.

Moreover, he said,
“We e looking at all our
costs internally tomake
sure theresno waste on
the items that we control
the costson. Thatsan
ongoing effort that is
never-ending tominimize
the costs for all custom-
ers."

Canton residents pay
$12.49 per 1,000 gallons
of water, compared to
$11.63 for Plymouth and
$9.45 for Plymouth Thwn-
ship. Communities set

ies sportsmanship and
healthy livingamong
Michigan residents.
NCSG isan organiza-
tionof 33 summer state
games and 1lwinter
stategames organiza-
tions and isamember of

their rates based on what
it takes to recoup their
expenses for water-sew-
er service, along with
offsetting what they have
topay the Great Lakes
Water Authority forwa-
ter.

Plymouth Tbwnship
actually reduced itswa-
ter rates by 50 cents per
1,000 gallons lastsum-
mer, which officials say
could be one reason why
complaints there have
been few. Canton raised
rateshy 6.9 percent and
the cityof Plymouth by
2.5 percent.

Plymouth Municipal
Services Director Chris
Porman said the city
hasnthad a flurry of
complaints about the
latestwater bills.

“We haven’thad hard-
ly any calls from people

Holiday Toy Sale!
SAVE 15-40%

ON 1000S OF FAVORITESI

Over 30,000 Toys
Games & Activities

visit DoilHospitai.com for more information

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

Ends 12/31/16

BN Dliile. Berkley 248583115 Non-ed. Sol 106Tim i Al 1043050 25

the United StatesOlym-
picCommittee S Multi-
Sport Organizational
Council.

dclemQhometownlife.com
Twitter: QCantonObserver
784-972-0919

questioning their billsor
upset about the amount
of their billsor anything
todo with thesummer
usages," Porman said.

Plymouth CityMan -
ager Paul Sincock said
the citya few years ago
had some double-digit
rate hikes to compensate
after the cityhad a dec-
ade or so of flat rates.

“Our costswere going
up, butwe werentre-
couping the costs," Sin-
cock said.

He said rates have
leveled off, even though
Plymouth still has ongo-
ing costs to replace its
water-systenm infrastruc-
ture.

“Thatsan ongoing
battle," he said.

In Canton, meanwhile,
officialsare hopeful the
new water storage facil-
itywill help. Itwill allow
Canton to store water
and release itduring
morning and evening
hours when consumer
usage peaks. That, in
turn, places less strainon
the regional water sys-
tem and should help to
ease water rates.

dclemQhometownlife.com
Twitter: QCantonObserver
734-972-0919
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Saturday, December 31, 2016
BUFFETDINNER & SHOW

ELVIS Tribute Starring: Matt King

With Live Orchestra

Tickets: $45.00 - Cash Bar

4pm & TPM
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

(Inside Knights Columbus Building)
19801 Farmington Rd. (Between 7 & 8 Mile)

Livonia, M1 48152
Box Office: 248-473-7777

Visa-Master cards accepted

www . startributesfromlasvegas.com
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Connor Ridcell

P.S. lwant football cards!
P.P.S.,How tall are you?

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? Can
you bringmy Mom a small
wallet? Will you getmy DAd
fancy pensols? Can you get my
dogs a skwece? lwud likea
rel lifkitten.

Love, Zoey Silverman

P.S. have a good trip. PPS, 1
love you.

Dear Santa,

How are you? Can you
bringmy mom earrings. PPS,
canyou bringme a real live
robet? Have a safe trip.

Love, Cooper Daiek

Dear Santa,

How are you? Let me gase:
Good? I thek? Idon"t know?

Would you bringmy mom a
fake garden? Can you bring
my baby brother a box fov
famlae? Would you bring dad a
new reasr?

Love, Josephine Paguette

P.S. lwant a Soign mshing.
PPS, noke on my door?

Dear Santa,

Can you bringmy Broa
PS4 and how are doing and
Santa lwnt a bumblebee
transfomes toy and Iwn a
camaro toy. Have a safe trip.

Justin Sturdivant

P.S. Can you bring cookies.

Dear Santa,

I hop you hav a grat trip
and givmy mom a neclis! And
givmy Dad a swiming sot, and
givmy sistrsom shoes and giv
me a lurching monkey and a
stachu of Batman. Bes Santa
evr!

Sami Amer

P.S. Twill levyou coces.

Dear Santa,

How are doing? Can you
bringmy mom some new
glasses? For me lwant some
Pokemon. Are you rech?

Love, Maddox Mayer

P.S.can youwack me up?

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? Can
you get Ms Zuxzo a Target gift
card? Can you please givemy
dad a case for his phone?
Have a safe trip.

Love Jaylen Lazaro

P.S. Can I have a ds? PPS |
will leave the ranedear car-
rots.

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? Can
you bring anew neckalis for

my mom? Can you bringme a
Xbox1 and play stackiy? Have
a nice trip. I'll levi you a cooke
and a glass of milk and a cartt
for Rudof.

Love, Jack Strucel

P.S. can you take off your
boots and go up stares and
wake me up to see the rain-
deers. PPS, can you give Ms
Zuzo a Star Buckes free gift
card?

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? I think
you are working hard and
good. Can you bringmy mom
a necklace that says Merry
Christmas? Can you sister
have a fluttershy stuffed ani-
mal? Can my dad have anew
bowtie that isblue and back?

Can my cousin Nyvaeh have
dress with a picture of you on
it?Can lhavea beanieboo cat
that isbrown and white and
big?

Love, Cailey Ann-Marie
Hall

P.S.Can you wake me when
you get there so I can give you
a hug? PPS. I love you big
guy!

Dear Santa,

Can you do a backflip? Can
you bringmy cata bed? I
would like a remote control
train. Have a good trip!

, Preston

PS., youare AWESOME!

Dear Santa,

Santa, you like cookies? Can
you bringmy perents oreos?

BUY AS LOW AS

$20,883

24 month lease for$120 per month.
Rebates up to$2,750.

2016 FORD FOCUS SE

BUY AS LOWAS

$15,264

24 month lease tor$129 per month.
Rebates up ©$3,750.

2016 FORD F-150

SUPERCAB XLT 4X4

BUYAS LOWAS

$32,050

24 month lease for$165 permonth.
Rebates up t0$3,080.

Can I have a cat? I hope your
elves are good!

Love, Jed Hui

PS., you rock!

Dear Santa,

How are the elves? Can you
gitmy mom a bidifl necles?
And a tools for my dad and git
me a X Boks One pies ifyou
can? Hav a god trip, hapyye
Crismis.

Love, Caden Bronkhorsst-
Opalewski

P.S. Can you wack me up
wen you get der pies?

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? Can
you getmy mom a gift? Can
you get my dad a gift? Can you
get my sister a lakai bracelet?
Merry Chrismas Santa!

Gianina Rose Serapiglia

P.S. I love ya big guy! PPS
can you wake me up? PPPS,
you are awesome!

Dear Santa,

How are you? Good? Is
Rudolph nice? Are the elves
nice? Are you nice, Santa? Are
all the elves good and nice?
Pink ismy favorite! And 1love
you!

From Adelaine Austin

PS Wiit frome Santa!

Dear Santa,

I hoep you are nics. lIwot a
ball of yarn formy catand I
wot a plants vs Zombies cos-
tom toplay with in the house.

Love, Caleb Jubenville

P.S. 1'hop you will Ilbring
my costoms. I love you.

Dear Santa,

Hi! How are you? Are you
busy getting ready for Christ-
mas Eve? I have a pretty big
wish listthis year. Mom wants
anow crpt. My sister wantas
now bocks. My ur sister wants
anow DS. lwant a toy dog. |
can"twait for you tovisiton
Christmas Eve. lwill leave
milk and cookies for you.

Love, Sadie Anthony

Dear Santa,

Hi How are you? Are you
busy getting ready for Christ-
mas Eve? I have a pretty big
wish listthisyear. My dad
wants shews. Can you getmy
mom some clows? Could you
get Justin some books? Josh
would like a game. Can you
getme aWii? lcan"twait for
you to visiton Christmas Eve.
Lwill leave milk and cookies
for you.

Your friend, Jordan Banko

Dear Santa,

I hope you have a excellent
Christmas. I hope you giveme
shopkins. 1'mgoing to trymy
very best to listentomom and
dad. I'will treatmy brother
good. I'will give you cookies
and milk. Hoo Hoo Hoo!

Love, Elizabeth

Dear Santa,

Hi Santa! I hope you are
excerising. Have you gottin
the reindeer redy? I have
many wishes thisyear. Would
you please bringmy mom a
new pink dress and slippers.
My dad wants anew blue van.
Marco wants legos and Dire of
aWupe Kid. Would you please
bring me shopkins and hatch-
ip. Look for the cookies we
made for you.

From Sofia Dewitt-Cam-
pos

BUYAS LOWAS

$26,251

24 month lease lor$195per month.
Rebatesup to $2,750.

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE

BUY AS LOW AS

" $21,549

24 month lease for$109 permonth.
Rebatesup to$2,500.

2014 EXPLORER XLT

w/ feather and navigation

USED CAR SPECIAL

$24,488



Little Stars bring holiday >
cheer to sentor citizens

The Little Stars, a
Canton-based youth or-
ganization (www.the
littlestars.org), brought
holiday cheer to local
nursing home seniors
with holiday concerts
and giftsat Canton and
Westland, as theyVve
done the last 10 years.

The Little Stars per-

Get yourself out of the house

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com

Once the presents
have been opened and
everyone’ eating left-
overs, theremay be a
limitas tohow many
video games can be
played or television
shows that can be binge
watched.

During the two-week
holiday break, there are
plenty of places open for
those looking for some
culture, fun or just to get
out of the house.

Here are some places
tovisitchosen on a total-
ly random basis,

Detroit Historical
Museum

Located at 5401 Wood -
ward, right across from
the Detroit Institute of
Art, the Detroit Histori-
cal Museum has perma-
nent installations in-
cluding an upgraded
Streets of 0ld Detroit; an
expanded Doorway to
Freedom: Detroit and the
Underground Railroad;
the Kid Rock Music Lab,
Legends Plaza; and De -
troiters at Work. Its
open from 9:30 a.m. to4
p.m. Tliesday through
Friday during the holi-
day break. The museum
isalways closed Monday,
except for a special
opening Monday, Dec.
26.

A special event is
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3L,
New YearsEve. Itlets
kids too young to stay up
until*midnight celebrate
the new year with a
countdown, cookies and

Q: lwould likeyour
opinionastomy plan
for retirement. lam
divorced and no longer
have any obligations to
my ex. Currently, Imake
more than enough to
cover my livingex-
penses and I"mvery
secure inmy job. How-
ever, lwant to retire
nextyear. will tum 62
inMay, when Iwill be
eligiblefora pension
and Social Seaurity. |
figure Ineed about
$65,000 tocover allmy
expenses. My pension
and Social Securitywill
provideme about
$45,000.1plan tomake
up the other $20,000 by
withdrawing from my
investments. lhave
about $100,000 in in-
vestments. Inaddition, |
planto tummy hobby
imoa business. Ithink |

DAYS

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road

(JustE. of Wayne Road)
Westland, MI

48186

FREE!

formed at Four Season
Nursing Center inWest-
land, Waltonwood at Car-
riage Park Assisted Liv-
ing and Waltonwood at
Carriage Park Indepen-
dent Living inCanton
and also brought fuzzy
socks as thisyear’s
Christmas gifts.

The sockswere pur-

cocoa. Aimed at pre-
schoolers and elemen-
tary students, along with
their families, the pro-
gram will let partici-
pants make their own
noisemaker and write a
time capsule letter. Ad -
mission is free.

Flint Institute of
Arts

The collection in-
cludes paintings by Au-
guste Renoir, John Sing-
er Sargent, Mary Cas-
satt, Thomas Hart Ben-
ton, Andrew Wyeth and
Duane Hanson. High-
lights of the Flint In-
stitute of Arts collection
include 15th to 18th cen-
tury English, French and
Italian decorative arts; a
rare shaped panel by
Peter Paul Rubens; a
complete set of 17th
century French tap-
estries; American and

Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

canmake about $15,000
ayearonmy hobby.
You should know Ido
notown a home, lrent
and lhave no debt. My
question i, should I
plan to retirenext year?
A: I'hate tobe bearer
ofbad news, but I think it
would be a mistake for
you toretire. Iseeanum-
ber of pitfallswith your
strategy that can cause
you severe economic
problems down the road.
The firstisturninga
hobby intoa business. |
have no ideawhat your
hobby isand I'have no
idea Ifit’s lucrative or
not. What 1do know is

chased with the funds the
Little Stars raised
through fundraiser activ-
ities.

The Canton Little Stars
brought holiday spiritto
seniors throughout Westland
and Canton.

French Impressionist
and Post-Impressionist
paintings; Hudson River
School paintings; region-
al and Great Lakes paint-
ings; Modernist; and
Abstract Expressionist
and Photorealist paint-
ings.

The museum isopen
from noon to5p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and
from 10a.m. to5 p.m.
Saturday. Itwill be
closed Christmas and
New Year3 Day.

The museum is locat-
ed at 1120 E. Kearsley in
Flint’ culture district,
adjoining the Sloan Mu -
seum, which features a
fleet of 80 Flint-built
cars. The museum looks
at the area’ history
from fur trading and
pioneer life, lumber and
carriage making through
the automobile era of
General Motors.

that there isa big differ-
ence between a hobby
and a business. Partic-
ularly inyour situation,
where you have togener-
ate income, itistotally
different than generating
the enjoymentyou get
from your hobby. Many
people have attempted to
turn theirhobby intoa
business and, unfortu-
nately, find out that there
aremajor differences.
What would be tragic for
you istogive up your job
and to then find out you
cantbe profitable in
your hobby. As a result,
you could have a severe
financial crisis.

What lwould recom-
mend from the hobby
standpoint isto try itfor
a time tosee ifitcan be
profitable. To be fair to
yourselfand tomake an
informed decision, you
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The newest gallery is
WisnersWhizbang Em-
porium, which features
toys from a bygone era.

Inside the Sloan is the
renovated Longway
Planetarium which has
new seats, new dome,
new 7.1 surround sound
system, new cove lights
and a new cutting-edge
projections system, the
first of itskind in the
country. Michigan’s larg-
est planetarium offers
publicand group shows
every day. In addition,
hands-on science activ-
itiesand special exhibits
are presented through-
out the year.

Motown Museum

Arguably the Detroit
area’ biggest export
besides cars, Berry Gor-
dysdevelopment of
Motown Records and its
impact through music is

By delaying
retirement, you
will increase
your Social
Security and
your pension —

have toat least go
through a business cycle;
Irecommend you give it
at leasta two-year period.
In that way, you at least
have a record tosee ifthe
business can be profit-
able and ifyou enjoy it

I also potentially see
another issue with the
returnyou e expecting
onyour investments. If
you do net $15,000a year
from your business, that
wouldmean thatyou
would need about $5,000
ayear fromyour invest-
ments. Particularly, for
someone who isretiring
atayoung age such as
yourself, a 5-percent
withdrawal rate isag-
gressive. Inyour situa-

at the heart of the Mo -
town Museum, 2648 W.
Grand Boulevard, De -
troit. Look for display of
favorite songs and mu -
sicians. You can even
singa few bars in leg-
endary Studio A.

The museum isopen
from 10 a.m. to6 p.m.
Tliesday through Sat-
urday, although closed
Dec. 24 and Dec. 3L. Its
always closed Sunday
and Monday.

Marvin®s Marvelous
Mechanical Museunm

Coin-operated games
dating from the early
1900s tomodem devices
are featured atMarvins
Marvelous Mechanical
Museum inFarmington
Hills. The always grow-
ing collection of games
provides something for
everyone taste and skill
levels.

Noting people often
bring out-of-town guests
to visit the mechanical
museum, itwill be open
will be open from 10 a.m.
to5 p.m. Christmas Eve
and 11a.m. to4 p.m.
Christmas Day. New
Year5Eve and Day
hours are yet tobe deter-
mined. The normal hours
are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. dai-
ly. It5 located at 31005
Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington Hills.

Holocaust Memorial
Center

"Holocaust by Bullets,
Yahad-InUnum - 10
Years of Investigations,”
a special exhibition at
the Holocaust Memorial
Center Zekelman Family
Campus inFarmington

tion, lwould think a 3.5-

percent withdrawal rate
would be more appropri-
ate.

Another problem I see
inyour strategy isyou e
not factoring in that you
will needa rising income
the restofyour life, not a
fixed income. We all
know the cost of living is
always going up; as your
cost of living increases,
youmay be forced to
withdraw largeramounts
from your investments,
leaving you ina precari-
ous situation.

My advice isthatyou
should not retire. By
delaying retirement, you
will increase your Social
Securityand your pen-
sionand that will give
you the appropriate time
todetermine whether
your hobby can be profit-
able or not.

One of the toughest
partsofmy job isto tell
someone who wants to
retire that they cannot
affordto. Inorder to
retire comfortably, you
have toprovide fora

over the holiday break

Hills, runs through Fri-
day, Dec. 30. Its based
on 10 years of research
and investigation by the
French organization
Yahad-In Unum and its
founder, the Rev. Patrick
Desbhois.

Known as "Holocaust
by Bullets,” the system-
atic killing of all Jews
and Roma started before
the creation of concen-
tration camps and took
place throughout the
former Soviet Union
from 1942-44, continuing
until the end of World
War Il.The form of
genocide detailed by the
exhibit isunlike any
other study of genocidal
activity ever conducted
and presented.

Tours of the memorial
are lead by a docent,
often a Holocaust survi-
vor. The guide tours take
about 22hours. The
museum isnormally
open from 9:30a.m. to5
p-m., with lastadmission
at 3:30 p.m. Sunday and
Ibesday through Thurs-
day. Friday hours are
9:30a.m. to3 p.m., with
the lastadmission at 1:30
p.m. The center isopen
from 9:30a.m. t08:30
p.m. Monday, but will
close at5 p.m. Dec. 26
and Jan. 2.

Due to the subject
material of the center,
the center isn’t for chil-
dren younger thanmid-
dle school age. The cen-
ter is located 28123 Or -
chard Lake Road inFar-
mington Hills.

irogersQhometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter QLRogersObserver

Early retirement can cast a big shadow over future

rising income throughout
your lifetime. In the old
days, the older you got,
the lessyou needed. For-
tunately, or unfortunate-
ly, those days are well
behind us. Just look at
our own situationand
look what itcost to live 20
years ago versus today. |
have no doubt that 20
years fromnow itwill
cost us substantially
more to live than itdoes
today. I trulybelieve that
we live in the greatest
country inthe historyof
theworld, but there’
nothing worse inthis
country than tobe old

and poor. Therefore, to
prevent you frombecom-
ingoldand not having
resources, sometimes the
best course of action isto
delay retirement.

RickBloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. Hiswebsite is
www._bloomasset
management.com. Ifyou
would likehim torespond to
questions, email
rickQbloomasset
management.com.
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Police search home Inmissing Farmington Hillswoman case

Robert Allen

Detroit Free Press

Police on Thursday
night searched a Berkley
home inconnection with
the missing-person case
involving 28-year-old
Danielle Stislicki of Far-
nington Hills, who hasnt
>een seen since Dec. 2,
.VDIV-TV (Channel 4)
mdWXYZ-TV (Channel
D both report.

Investigators earlier
:hisweek said foul play is
suspected in the disap-
pearance of thewoman,
according toFarmington

Featured artist

Gwendolyn Roth will
be the featured artist at
the Livonia Fine Arts
Gallery for the month of
January. Rothsmedia is
photography.

Roth’ passion for
photography has led her
to creating encouraging
viewpoints that consider
our world inan uplifting
or surprising new light.
In her artist statement
she states, "There isso
much tosee and capture,
and its all real, and itis
found all around us -
we don’thave togo far.
Through my art I'hope to
transcend the indifferent
and enrichour lives one
picture at a time.”

Visit the Gallery, lo-
cated on the second floor
of the Civic Center Li-
brary at 32777 Five Mile
Road, between the Court
House and City Hall.
Hours are9a.m. to9
p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 9a.m. to5
p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, and 1-5p.m. Sun-
day. There isanew artist
every month.

Village Theater
exhibit

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill exhibits an
intriguing collection of
abstracts and portraits

At WindowPRO,

Hillspo-
lice.
WXYZ-TV
reports
that Sis-
licki sall
has not
been found
and nobody
has been
arrested.
She was last seen at
about 5 p.m. leaving her
job at the MetLife insur-
ance office buildingon
Telegraph north of 10
Mile inSouthfield. Her
car, a 2015 Jeep Rene-
gade, was found in front

Stislicki

of her apartment building
in the Independence
Green Apartmentscom-
plex inFarmington Hills,
where she lived, at about
6 p.m. the next day, police
said.

A GoFundMe account
by Fridaymorning had
raised $28,960 inreward
money for information
that leads to Sislicki be-
ing found alive. More
photos of Sislicki, in-
formation and videoofa
candle-light vigil have
been posted at www. find-
dani.org.

WDIV-TV reports ina

statement from police:
"The total possible re-
wardmoney from Inde-
pendence Green Apart-
ments ($50,000), MetLife
($50,000) and a family
friendsGoFundMe ac-
count ($25,000) totals
over $125,000.00.~
Inaddition toFar-
mington Hills police,
detectives from federal
and state agencies, as
well as from the Oakland
County Sheriffs Office,
have cooperated in
search efforts. Farming-
ton Hills Police are also
asking help from the

public for:

» Anyone who may
have observed Stislicki
and/or her vehicle leav-
ing the Me t Lifeoffice
burlding/parking lotDec.
2

» Anyone who may
have observed Stislicki
and/or her vehicle arriv-
ing at her residence be-
tween 5 p.m. Dec. 2and 6
p.m. Dec. 3.

» Anyone who may
have observed her any
time between 5 p.m. Dec.
2and 6 p.m. Dec. 3,when
her carwas located.

» Anyone who may

WAYNE COUNTY EVENTS CALENDAR

The Village Theater at Cherry
Hill exhibitsan intriguing
collection of abstracts and
portraits by Farmington Hills
residentNina Ashraf Asmi
from Jan. 4-30.

by Farmington Hills
resident Nina Ashraf
Asmi from Jan. 4-30, in
the Gal lery@VT, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill
Road inCanton, MI
48187.

Asmi has been draw-
ing the people of Metro

Detroit for several years
now. She notes, "With my
portraits, I like to depict
our shared humanity, to
go beyond superficial
differences toembrace
what makes us the
same.”

For additional in-
formation about Nina
Ashraf Asmi, please visit
www.ninaasmiart.com.
This exhibit at the Gal-
lery@VT is free and
open to the public Mon-
day-Friday, 10a.m. to 2
p.m.; during perfor-
mances at the theater,
and by appointment by
calling 734/394-5300. The
Gallery@VT isclosed on
holidays

Three Cities
workshop

The Three Cities Arts
Club hosts a glass fusing
workshop 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 3,atD &M Art
Studio inCanton to learn
how to handle, prepare
and cut glass tocreate
your own fused dish or
night light. Lori Barry
will explain the glass
fusing process from the
type of glass and cutting
supplies needed all the
way through the kiln
temperature schedule.
Students will be able to
use theirown creativity
to create their project.
Inspirational examples

we pride ourselves on
presenting the best quality
replacement windows, patio
doors and entry and storm doors.
Privately owned for 5 generatbns, the
WindowPRO team has a combined200 years of
experience inthe window and door industry.
Our history, expertise and dedcation to

our customers make us a leader in
window and door replacement.

WirndowPR
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Builtfar life

EXTRA 5%

will be brought to class.
Projects will be taken to
be fired and available
for delivery a week later.

For those interested
in participating to create
their own piece, there
will be a materials fee of
$25. Registration isre-
quired by Dec. 29 by
calling Marilyn at 313-
231-3939 or emailing
marilynmeredith@
wowway.com. Fee tobe
paid the night of the
event.

Secondhand Prose
closes for
renovations

Canton Public Li-
brary’s Secondhand
Prose Bookstore will be
closed for renovations
through Feb L

In December, hard-
cover books and chil-
dren’s book will be sold
at reduced prices.
Friends of the Canton
Public Library support
the library through ad-
vocacy and fundraising
for resources beyond the
scope of the operating
budget.

Wayne Memorial
Parent Night

Wayne Memorial
High School will host an
eighth-grade parent
night for those transi-

tioning to ninth grade or
interested in getting
more information about
Wayne Memorial High
School for the 2016-17
school year.

Students do not have
to be currently attending
aWayne-WestlandCom-
munity School to attend.
The event will be held at
6:30 p.m. Feb. 8 inthe
Wayne Memorial High
School Stockmeyer Audi-
torium. Topics covered
will include: scheduling,
graduation require-
ments, testing out re-
quirements, direct col-
lege courses, AP
courses, extra-curricular
activities, and much
more.

All are welcome to
attend and questions are
encouraged. Parking is
available in the Glen-
wood Street parking lot
and guests should enter
through the front of the
auditorium. For more
information, call the
Counseling Department
at 734-419-2215.

Free open skate

The Bedford lIce Are-
na offers a free open
skate at the Bedford Ice
Arena or all residents
and students from 6:05-
7:05p.m. each Sunday.
All residents and Bed-
ford students are free.

have seen or found a
Samsung Galaxy Core
Prime cellphone ina
rose-colored case and key
chainwithacharmand
two keys.

» Anyone with in-
formation on thiscase is
asked tocall the Farming-
ton Hills Police Depart-
ment at 248-871-2610.

Stislicki, 28, has been
missing since last being
seenaround 5 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 2.

StaffwriterBillLaitnerand
Hometownlife.com contributed
to thisreport.

Cost for others is $5 for
adults, $3 for students
and children. Skate rent-
al is$3. The arena isat
12400 Beech Daly Road.

The annual Resident
Appreciation Skate is set
for 4:30-6:15p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 29. All Bedford
residents and students
are free. Skate rental is
free though the number
of skates is limited.

The holiday skate
schedule is: 1:30-2:50
p.m. Dec. 26-28,1:30-2:50
p.m. Jan. 3-4 and 1-2:20
p.m. Jan. 5

All Christmas skates
are $3 per person. Skate
rentals are $3.

Winter Survival
Gear Drive for the
Homeless

Crossroad Church,
34500 Six Mile, Livonia,
will host a drive for the
homeless from 10:30-
12:30 p.m. through Sun-
day, Feb. 12. The church
isaccepting donations of
men % new/used work
boots, men s new/gently
used white socks, ladies
new/gently used turtle-
necks. For more infor-
mation, gotowwuw .
crossroadsnow.org,
email info@crossroads
now.org or call
734-338-5149
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Jill Halpin
Correspondent

Jennifer Glidden has
spent many years giving
a helping hand toothers
- as a paraprofessional
for the Livonia Public
Schools, as a parent vol-
unteer for her three now-
grown children’ school
activitiesand more.

Now, perhaps itis
time for the lifelong
Livoniaresident tore-
ceive some help herself.

On Nov. 23, the day
before Thanksgiving,
Glidden was home alone
propping the holiday
meal for family and
friends, when she tripped
and fell. Although the
step inher home on
which she tripped was
small, the damage from
the fall was not.

As a result of the fall
— while still recovering
from emergency gall
bladder surgery just two
weeks prior- Glidden
broke the bones both of
her upper arms, between
the elbow and shoulder.
Her mishap has resulted
inthe loss of use of both
her arms and doctors
have predicted a six-
month recovery.

“Ithas been really
difficult,” said Joe Glid-
den, who has beenmar-
ried to Jennifer for 24
years. “Jennifer isina
great deal of pain and
requires 24-hour care.
She isunable todo any-
thing with the use of her
arms."

As ifthe pain and

Couple pays off $20K of layaways

Matt Jachman
hometownlife.com

For dozens of families
who shop at theKmart in
Garden City, Santa Claus
lives not at the North
Pole, but in southern
California.

And Santa visited the
store Sunday, Dec. 18, in
the formofa couplewho
paid for nearly $20,000
worth of merchandise
that had been puton lay-
away plans that had ex-
pired or were about to
expire.

Steveand Samantha
Bryson, who live inBix-
by, Calif., near Long
Beach, said they got the
ideafromanews report
about a similar incident in
Pennsylvaniaand
stopped at the Kmart on
Ford Road on theirway to
DetroitMetropolitan
Airport that day. They
were about to flyhome
aftera visit to the area
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Family trying to help longtime parapro

Taking care of Jennifer Glidden has been a group effort.

sufferingweren tquite
enough, the burden has
been multiplied by the
loss of her income, he
added.

Currently employed
as a secretary inFar-
mington Public Schools,
Jennifer Glidden has not
been able towork since
the accident, leaving the
family without her pay-
check during the recov-
ery time.

“We are a two-income
family; both of us work
very hard to support our
family and itcannot be
done with just one in-
come Joe Glidden said.
“We are trying as hard as
we can, but between the
loss of income and the
medical billspilingup,
we are very concerned

fora friends Christmas
party and 50th birthday
celebration.

“Itwas coldand some
of the areaswe drove
through were just sonot
ina good place,” Saman -
thaBryson said by phone
Thursday evening, de-
scribing their spur-of-the-
moment decision.

A couple paid nearly

General
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that we are going to lose
our home.”

Itisone reason that
Jennifer Gliddensmoth-
er, Judith Fitzpatrick,
also of Livonia, starteda
GoFundMe page called
“Jennifers Journey Two
Broken Arms” for her
daughter.

“You dontplanon
things like this happen-
ing,” Fitzpatrick said,
"They are a two-income
family and they need her
income. They have two
children in college right
now; there are a lotof
expenses. This ishitting
them all very hard."

Fitzpatrick said that it
isdifficult to see her
daughter insomuch
pain, both physically and
emotionally- especially

$20,000 toretrieve the
layaway merchandise, a
Kmart spokeswoman
confirmed. The man also
handed cash tosome
customers at the store,
the spokeswoman said.
"Each year, Kmart has
generous individuals that
anonymously pay off

members’and customers’

layaway contracts to get
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at this time of year.

“Jennifer isalways so
generous and giving, itis
hard tosee her discom-
fort and watch her worry
about the future,” she
said.

Fitzpatrick, who lives
nearby, has joined her
son-in-lawas caregiver
for her daughter.

“The progress isvery
slow. She needs 24-hour
care and cannot be alone,
ever,” she said. “She cant
do anything on her own
without the use of her
arms. lcome over in the
morning and stay with
her until her husband
comes home from work
and he takes over on the
next shift.”

While care taking can
be a bit taxing, Fitzpat-

into the holiday spirit.
Although amajority of
these instances occur
during the holidays, it
does occur all throughout
the year,” the spokes-
woman, Bridgette Po-
tratz, wrote inan email.

“Itwas a fun couple of
hours,” Samantha Bryson
said.

Some 65 accounts
were paidoff, one by one,
with the idea that people
who had recently put
items on layaway there
were probably making
Christmas purchases,
Samantha Bryson said.

As the cash register
spitout receipts, she said,
she and her husband were
able toconfirm the items
were necessities and
modest gifts: shoes, win-
ter clothing, a few toys.

"There were no elec-
tronics, no frivolous
stuff, nothing," Samantha
Bryson said. The store
immediately began con-

merit

at careers@hometowrTlije.com or call 1-800-579-7355

rick said, "That iswhat
mothersdo- they take
care of their children.
You never stop being a
mother, do you?”

Fitzpatrick said her
grandchildren- Allison,
23, Zachary, 21, and Me -
lissa, 18 — have all been
extremely helpful in
caring for their mother
as well.

Allison isa recent
graduate of the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dear-
bom, but the other two
are college students and
busy with studies and
work.

“Taking care of Jenni-
fer has been agroup
effort and lam hopeful
that she can getback to
normal,” Fitzpatrick said,
“and the kids have been
so great in helping their
mom. They love and
appreciate her very
much.”

That love and appreci-
ationwas evident to all
Thanksgiving Day, when
the family- along with
some friends- con-
verged on Jennifers
room at St. Mary 5 Hospi -
tal inLivonia.

“Jennifer was inthe
hospital recovering from
surgeryon her arms and
shoulder on Thanksgiving.
My daughterand a family
friend prepared the food
and Jennifer told us just
to go ahead and eat at
home and then come visit
her,” Joe Glidden said.
“When Itoldmy children,
they insisted on going to
the hospital to share their
meal withher.My son

hometownlife.com

said, ‘lam not eating
Thanksgiving dinner
without my mother.™

Joe Glidden said the
hospital was very accom-
modating to them, prais-
ing St. Mary s staff for
obliging their request to
share dinner with Jenni-
fer.

“We have been very
lucky. People have been
very kind and helpful to
us,” he said.

Having toask for
assistance ishoth ex-
tremely hard and hum-
bling, he admitted.

“I really hate having
toask anyone for help; it
isnot a pleasant thing to
do,” he said. “But there is
no other way toput it we
need both of our incomes
and, without them, we
are really struggling.”

Unfortunately, Jenni-
fer Glidden’ recovery
has been disrupted by
some unexpected bad
news from her doctors.
In addition to the first
surgery — a partial
shoulder replacement -
her other arm isnot heal-
ing properly and will
require surgery as well.

Itisanother unexpect-
ed step in“Jennifer’
Journey,” but family
members are keeping
their spirits up with hope
that Jennifer will at least
be able tobe discharged
from the hospital intime
for Christmas.

For more information
about or tomake adona-
tion, go to https://www.go
fundme.com/Gofor
Glidden.

at local Kmart

tacting people whose
accounts had been paid.

Steve Bryson said he
encountered twowomen
atKmart who had just
paid of f their layaways
and reimbursed them.

Itwasn tthe firsttime
theBrysons had paid off
customers’ layaways.
They did the same thing
ataWalmart inMemphis,
where Steve Bryson grew
up, on a recent visit there.

The couple isbeing
showered with thank
yous and good wishes.

“We Ve seen pictures
of kids on bicycles they
wouldntnormally have
gotten,” Steve Bryson
said. People touched by
their generosity inGar-
den City, he added, have
been “nothing but gra-
ciousand kind."

The Brysons, who own
Global Electronic Tech-
nology Inc.,which works
inthe payment proc-
essing field, routinely

help charitable organiza-
tions intheirarea, such as
theLong Beach Rescue
Mission, at the holidays.
They raisemoney for
those organizations,

Steve Bryson said, and
match it,ormore than
match it,and thisyear
had money leftover.

They hope their kind-
ness iscontagious.

Steve Bryson said he is
motivated by having
grown up amid hardship
and violence inMemphis
and seeingmany ofhis
siblings die prematurely
because of illnesses.

“We didwhatwe had to
do to getout of there,”
saidBryson, who joined
theU.S. Army atage 17
and served inthe 82nd
Airborne Division. “When
I gotout, I reallyhad a
good, solid bearing.”

mjachmanQhometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter Qmattjachman

Check out these exciting

career opportunities!

For even more
opportunities see our
“award winning”
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Christmas comes early for Hicks students

LeAnne Rogers
homctownlife.com

Christmas arrived
early for the students at
Hicks Elementary School
in Inkster.

On the last day of
school before the two-
week holiday break, stu-
dents got lunch and pre-
sents ata surprise event
in the cafeteria/gym.

“You guys have been
so good this year, Santa
made a visit toHicks,”
Principal Amy Gee told
the students as they sat
down for lunch.

When they firsten-
tered the gym, the stu-
dentswere pretty quiet

Derionna Clemons, 5, right shows Principal Amy Gee her present.

- some stared at the
decorations and stacks of
wrapped gifts with their
mouths open. Pretty
quickly, the students got
over their surprise and
began cheering with
delight.

Like any good Christ-
mas morning, many of
the kids and staffwere
decked out in their best
pajamas — ftwas also
pajama day at Hicks.

Calling the event "Mir-
acleon Helen Street,”
using the school s loca-
tion, Gee organized the
party tosend off students
on a high note for their
break. The giftsand
mealswere all donated -

Brielle Ballard, 5, isexcited to open her presents.

Local man brings holiday cheer
to those serving at Selfridge

Jay Grossman
hometownlife.con

Santa Claus came to
Selfridge, riding ina
sleigh filled with gifts
and laughter.

On Dec. 4, more than
100 Simon Group Hold-
ings and Atlas Oil team
members hosted 2,600
United States military
servicemen and women
and their families at
Selfridge Air National
Guard Base, home to the
127th Wing.

Bloomfield Hills resi-
dent Sam Simon, chair-
man of Simon Group
Holdings, has organized
theannual Christmas
outing for the past 10
years.

“Itgives us great joy

Bloomfield
Hills
residents
Sam and
Nada
Simon
have
organized
a holiday
party at
Selfridge
for the
past 10
years.*

to host this family Christ-
mas celebration for our
military,” said Simon,
who hosts the annual
event with hiswife Nada.
“It5 the least we can do
toshow these courageous
and selflessmen and
women howmuch we
appreciate our freedom
and their service..we
have the best trained and
smartest military inthe
world and we can’ttake
them for granted.”

Brig. Gen. John Slo-
cum added, “We always
look forward to this cele-
bration. Itsan opportuni-
ty for the great men and
women who tirelessly
sacrificesomuch toget
an opportunity to pause
foramoment and enjoy
great company, music,

the mountain of gifts
were wrapped by volun-
teers, too.

"I'm very, very happy.
Im overwhelmed. I"ve
been cryingmy eyes
out,” said Gee, who was
working the microphone
and keeping the party -
students came through in
their usual three lunch
periods - on schedule.

Teachers and central
office staff were helping
out wi'th the party, in-
cluding Wayne-Westland
Schools Superintendent
Michele Harmala. So
were acontingent of
Michigan State Police
trooperswho work in
Inkster through the Se-

JUNFUHAN |STAFFPHOTOGRAPHER

food and generous recog-
nition.”

The firstholiday party
was held in 2006. Simon
was having lunch with a
pair of retiredNavy
SEALs when he learned
about 200 U.S. Marines
being deployed from
Selfridge three weeks
before Christmas. The
base wanted togive the
Marines a holiday sen-
doff, but itwasn tin the
budget.

Simon and hiswife
quickly organized a party
for the base. They Ve
held one every year
since, providing a little
cheer for hundreds of
military personnel on
duty during the holidays.

“Christmas isabout
time with family and

cure Cities Partnership.

State TYooper Micah
Keller learned about the
"Miracle on Helen
Street" after amutual
friend shared Gee s Face-
book post looking for
donations to put the party
together.

"l saw it(the Face-
book post). Since I work
in Inkster, I thought it
was a good opportunity
togive back tothe com-
munity,” Keller said.
"Anytime you can engage
with young Kids, you do
it We want tobe more
community service-ori-
ented. Soon as I heard
about this, lwas interest-
ed right off the bat. And |
knew my squad would be
interested.”

The troopers helped
younger kids open their
bottles of water, helped
distribute giftsand
helped clean up between
lunch periods to get
ready for the next group
of students. Itwas a kid-
friendly lunch of chicken
tenders, macaroni and
cheese, green beans,
apple slicesand a cookie.

“We helpedwith the
present donations. We
helped serve lunch and
clean up. We e basically
Amy & (Gee) workers
today,” Keller said.

Ruth Clarkwas help-
ing out at the holiday
party. Her daughter,
Taniyah Kitchen, isa
paraprofessional at the
school and twin grand-
sonsJamal and Jamar, 7,

JUNFU HAN |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

friends and its especially
about the children.” he
said. “We e so happy we
can bring military fam-
ilies together for a few
hours each December to
have fun with each other
and toexpress our grat-
itude.”

In addition to the fes-
tivities, toyswere col-
lected for the Marine
Toys for Tots program.
Marine StaffSgt. Jimmy
Pineda oversees the
southeast Michigan pro-
gram and, in 2015, the
Marines distributed
120,000 toys to 30,000
local children, with help
from generous sponsors
and the community.

jgrossman@hometownlife.com
586-826-7030

are students at the
school .

"I come tohelp at the
school sometimes. I think
this ismagnificent. I've
never seen anything like
this; 1t5s really nice,”
Clark said. "This issome-
thing for kids who
wouldn’tget anything.”

The students each got
several presents: Barbie
dolls, Legos, games and
other toys.

About 90 percent of

how to read! us:

the school 5 students are
eligible for free/reduced
lunches, although Gee
said the party was for all
students, regardless of
need.

"Boys and girls, we
love you very much.
Merry Christmas from
your Hicks family,” Gee
told the students.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
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Deadlines:

Friday. 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers

Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers
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WILLIAM A. JR. age 95,
formerly of Birmingham,
entered eternal life Tuesday,
December 20, 2016, at the D.J.
Jacobetti Home forVeterans
in Marquette in the loving
care of his family. Born March
9, 1921 in Pontiac, a son of
William and Eleanor (Lamb)
Blazo, Sr., Billgraduated
from Royal Oak High School,
Class of 1939. He attended
the University of Detroit until
enlisting inthe U.S. Coast
Guard at the onset of World
War I, later transferring to
the U.S. Naval Air Corps.
Bill received his commission
in 1944 while stationed at
Corpus Christi, Texas. While
completing his naval training at
Central Michigan University, he
met and later married the love
of his life, Mary Jean Coon
on April 7, 1945. Following
hishonorable discharge, Bill
was employed with the FBI
as a field agent, then with
Ford Motor Company as an
investigator, followed by a
career at Chrysler as head
of executive security, and
finallya 27 year “retirement”
career as an investigator with
Harness Dickey Patent Law
Firm. In 1960, while serving
as a pilot in the naval reserves
on Grosse Isle, he survived
a near fatal plane crash as
a test pilot for the AD Sky
Raider. Billand Mary Jean
enjoyed an active social life,
sailing, traveling, and attending
concerts at Meadowbrook.
They also derived great
pleasure from taking part
in their children’ and
grandchildren’ lives, attending
their school and sporting
events, while also serving as
great role models. A natural
athlete, Bill enjoyed playing
tennis, basketball, baseball,
track and field, running, cross
country skiing, and stayed
very active throughout his
whole life.He loved and cared
about people, making many
friends in both hiswork and
personal life. Generous with
both his time and talent, he
volunteered with the Royal
Oak Court Probation program
formany years and was a
generous supporter of many
community causes including
the Couzens Foundation of
Detroit Children’ Hospital,
Bay CliffHealthCamp in
Big Bay, Camp Oakland in
Metro Detroit, and Cystinosis
Research Network. He was
amember of Northminster
Presbyterian Church. Billwas
a hardworking, generous, and
conscientious, loving son,
brother, husband, grandfather,
and great—grandfat%er. He
issurvived by a son, Robert
(Gail) Blazo of Baroda, Ml
and a daughter, Becky (Buzz)
Berube of Marquette, MI; his
grandchildren, James (Amy)
Feigner, Jesse (Tala) Blazo,
Jonathan (Mercedes) Blazo,
Jacob (Ana) Blazo, Brooke
(Pete Duex) Berube, Kelly
(Juan Pablo) De Caro, Bridget
(Walt Kyle) Berube, and 12
beloved great-grandchildren,
Ana and Adelaide Feigner,
Lucan, Samuel, Lia, and
Adriana Blazo, Sophie, Nora,
and Lake Skytta, Lucia and
GabrielaDe Caro, and William
Duex. Bill was predeceased by
hiswife of 71 years, Mary Jean
Coon Blazo: a son, WilliamA.
Blazo llwho died at birth; an
infant sister, Patricia Blazo; five
brothers, John (Patricia) Blazo,
Robert (Martha) Blazo, Donald
(Gloria) Blazo, James (Donna)
Blazo, and Barry (Hilda
Blazo. The family would like
to express their appreciation
to the caring staff of both
Pine Ridge Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center in Stevensville,
Michigan, and the D.J.
Jacobetti Home forVeterans
in Marquette, Michigan. In
lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Bay Cliff
Health Camp, RO. Box
310, Big Bay. M1 49808; the
Cystinosis Research Network,
302 Whytegate Court, Lake
Forest, 1IL60045-4705; or
the D.J. Jacobetti Home for
Veterans Activity Fund, 425
Fisher Street, Marquette, MI
49855. Honoring Bill's request,
private family services will be
held. The Swanson-Lundquist
Funeral Home, Marquette,
isserving the family, where
condolences may be
expressed online at
swansonlundquist
funeraihome.conm

SCHREIBER

FRANK E. age 75, of
Westland, passed away
December 15, 2016. Born in
Wadsworth, Ohio, to Frank and
Frances (nee Miller) Schreiber
on August 11, 1941. Frank is
survived by his children Frank
and Christi Schreiber, and his
sister Joan Hill. Frank was
preceded indeath by both of
his parents. Private cremation
services have been entrusted
to the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home. A Memorial Servicewill
be scheduled at a later date.

SCHUMAKER
WIBSMBEmi  fZT” +

RALPH E. Died December
16, 2016, age 89. Former
resident of Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan, St. Clair, Missouri,
Gulf Shores, Alabama and
most recently Chelsea, MI.
Survived by his children
Susan Kaminski (Pat), Joan
Chadde,Julie Schumaker(Kevin
Dombkowski, Janet Willard
(Mark), Scott (Marilyn)
Schumaker and the late Mark
Schumaker, 12 grandchildren,
and his dear friend Virginia
Latierro. Private service has
taken place with burial at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery.
www.mccabofuneralhome.conm

WESMAN

MARY LOU Febuary 4,
1936 -December 18, 2016,
age 80 of Livonia, Cherished
wife of the late Robert for 50
years. Loving mother of Mary
Osburn, Sue (Dave) Joiner,
Patty Salazar, Chris (Walter)
Mixon, and Beth (Sam) Kryzer.
Dear grandmother to 12
grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren. Also survived
by brother Michael Pflueger.
Passed away at home.
Memorial service at a later
date. Please visit the online
guesthook at
cremationmichigan.com

Paying
tribute
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life of
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Cats goalie Olepa has the right stuff

Plymouth junior relishes being last line of defense for his tean

TimSmith
hometownlife.com

Being a hockey goalie is
something Brendan Olepa
wanted to do ever since he
saw himself in the mirror
wearing brand new gear as a
young child.

More than a decade later,
Olepa wants nothing more
than tobe the best hockey
goalie he can be for the Ply-
mouth Wildcats.

“It% just having the game
on your shoulders,” the 16-
year-old Plymouth junior said
after a recent practice at Arc-
ticEdge Arena inCanton,
about why he is so enthralled
with being the last lineof de-
fense. “Its hitor miss fora
goalie. You e either getting

GREAT LAKES

“It5just having the
game onyour
shoulders .~You Te
eithergetting blamed
for everythingor

you regettingpraise
for everything.”
BRENDAN OLEPA

Plymouth junior goalie

blamed for everything or
youre getting praise for ev-
erything.

“The thing that getsme
going is just the experience.
Having that adrenaline rush
that, yeah, ifeverything goes
bad, theye counting on you.”

Olepa has loved having that

INVITATIONAL PREVIEW

feeling ever since the first
time he strapped on goalie
pads.

“My firstyear of hockey,
my first pair of goalie pads |
was 3 or4,”0lepa said. “1did
street hockey stuff and I abso-
lutely fell in love with it

“lI'have a picture my dad
took where lwas just standing
in the mirror looking at myself
ingoalie gear. From there on, |
knew what lwanted to do.”

Plymouth varsity head
coach Gerry Vento isglad that
Olepa took that path - espe-
cially this season, when sever-
al games have come down to
the poised teenager standing
between the pipes.

“Its his maturity level and

See OLEPA. Page B2

TIMSMITH

Junior Brendan Ollepa of the Plymouth Willdcats isproviding clutch

goalkeeping for histeam.

LAST CLASH AT THE JOE

Canton rative Matt Roy will lead Michigan Tech against Michigan inThursday™s GU aperer.

Local skaters pumped up to play inthe final Great Lakes Invitational at Joe Louis Arena

Mike Rosenbaum
Correspondent

While growing up, Canton
native Matt Roy enjoyed
watching the annual Great
Lakes Invitational hockey
tournament. “l attended as a
littleMichigan fan,” he said.
Roy will attend another GL1
this Thursday, but he won tbe
rooting for the Wolverines.
Instead, he’llbe skating for
Michigan Tfech.

This year’ tournament
features the usual trio of Tech,
Michigan and Michigan State,
along with Western Michigan.
This will be the lastGL1 at Joe
Louis Arena; the new Little
Caesars Arena will play host to
the 2017 tournament.

Roy s Huskies faced off
against U-M inthe 2015 GLI
final, with the Wolverines
prevailing. He hopes tore-
verse Tech fortunes this
season. “Every year,” Roy

DARYL MARSHKE JU-M PHOTOGRAPHY

Bloarfield Hillsrative Will Lockwood has enjoyed a strong freshman
season atMichigan, butwill missthe GU with a shoulder injury.

said, he and his teammates “go
through our goals, as a team.
And winning the GL1 isalways
on there. Nobody on our team
haswon ityet... so all of us
are really hungry for it.”

The Huskies lastwon the
GLI in 2012, but will enter this
year’ event as the favorites,
having posted a 12-7-3 record
to date, including 11 wins and a
tie in their last 14 games.

GEOFFREY M. MILLER

52ND ANNUAL GREAT
LAKES INVITATIONAL

For the 14th time inthe tourna-
ment*s history, four Michigan-based
schools will participate in the holi-
day tradition.

Where: Joe LouisArena

Thursday, Dec. 29: Michigan and
Michigan Tech will get things roll-
ing, starting at 3:30 p.m. followed
by the MSU-WMU contest.

Friday, Dec. 30:The two losing
teams meet at 3:30 p.m. inthe
third-place game, while the winners
meet for the championshipat?7 p.m.

Roy is inhis third year at
Tech. After graduating from
Canton High School, Roy
played for the Indiana Ice of
the U.S. Hockey League, win-
ning a league championship in
2014. He chose toattend Tech
because he was impressed by

See HOCKEY, Page B2

Divine
Child’s
rally
stuns CC

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Dearborn DivineChilds
Quinn Blairwould be the
firsttoadmit his perfor-
mance resembled a famous
psychological horror film
rather than thriller movie.

Itwas mostly “Blair
Witch Project” for thema -
jority of the four quarters
Thursday night, before the
junior forward suddenly
turned himself into “The
Mighty Quinn.”

The6-
foot-6 Blair
naileda huge
3-pointer late,
followed by
thegame-
winning free
throws with
only 12.8
seconds re-
maining, as
the host Falcons pulledout a
56-55boys basketball win
over Novi Detroit Catholic
Central.

On three different occa-
sions during the final quar-
ter, CC enjoyed an eight-
pointadvantage, but the
Falconswere able to fight
back as Blair scored six of
his 14 points in the final 1:20.

None was bigger than his
tripledeep from the right
wing to pull the Falcons to
withinone, 51-50. Up until
that point, Blair had gone
3-o0f-14 from the field.

“lwasn tshooting well at
all, obviously, probably one
ofmy worst games of the
year, but my teammates got
me the ball at theend,”
Quinn said. “They knew |
could hit the shot and |
stepped up and hit it Jordan
(Jones) was huge. He car-
riedus and got us down
there to theend and he gave
me the opportunity tohit it
and, luckily, itwent inat the

JA AP,

Blair

WithDC down a point,
55-54, CC 5A.J. Abdelnour
missed the frontend ofa
one-and-one with 21.3sec-
onds remaining. Jones, a
stocky 6-foot-1 senior guard,

See RALLY, Page B2
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RALLY

Continued from Page BL

grabbed the rebound.

Blair got fouled on the
ensuing possession. He
stepped away from the
free-throw line to tiehis
shoe laces and calmly
nailed both shots in front
of the CC student section,
whichwas trying todis-
tract him.

“My mind was buzz-
ing,” Blair said. “There
was 10 seconds left. We
were down one and I had
tohitthem both and, like
I said, luckily they went
in.”

CC seniorguard Gio
Genrich, who was stellar
all night with a game-
high 21 points (including
six 3-pointers), drove to
thebasketon thegame 3
final play, but his shot
caromed off the back-
board as time ran out.

“We didntplay very
good defense lateand we

OLEPA

Continued from Page BL

hiswork ethic,” Vento
said, discussing the char-
acteristics that make
Olepa such a big-game
goaltender. “He % the
hardest worker on the
ice and (Wildcats goalie
coach) Lonnie (Mid-
daugh) really puts him
through itout there,
makes him work.

“The harder Lonnie
pushes him, itseems the
harder Olepa pushes
back and itshows in
games.”

Balancing act

Olepa and sophomore
goaltender Josh Montroy
Tlipped their gloves and
stick to the side for a
recent drill.

Middaugh had them
hold onto a 12-pound
medicine ball and do a
seriesof crease move-
ments — remaining as
much intheir stance as
possible. The drillsare
designed to help them
with balance and agility.

"He uses it for bal-
ance and for that extra
weight on the ice, mak-
ing ftharder for him to
get back and forth,”
Vento said. “So when its
game time, without the
medicine ball, hes going
to feel a lot quicker get-
ting from post to post.”

The extrawork
doesntbother the 5-
foot-8 Olepa. In fact, he
seems toenjoy every
minute on the ice.

Olepa- who earlier
in his career had stints
with Little Caesars and
the Farmington Flames
- also isthankful for
having a goalie coach
like Middaugh, who be-
gan working with him
during eighth grade on

HOCKEY

Continued from Page Bl

the school s coaches,
facilitiesand smal I-town
atmosphere. He posted
nine assists, in36 games
and was plus-21, while
blocking 88 shots, as a
freshman. He added
offensive flair to his
game last season, fin-
ishingwith seven goals
and 13 assists in 37 con-
tests, with a plus-24 rat-
ing, and earned second
team al I-WCHA honors.
He has two goalsand 10
assists in22 games this
year.

He creditsa steady
evolution of his game,
along with some off-
season work in2015-
“focusingonmy stick-
handlingand my shoot-
ing”— with sparking his
offensive improvement.

The 2015 off-season
was doubly significant
for Roy, because he was
selected by the Los Ange-
lesKings inthe seventh
round of the NHL Entry
Draft, the 194th player
taken overall.

Today, however, Roy is
totally focused on his
college career. Looking
ahead to the second half
of the season, he said
Tech just needs to “keep
playing theway we re

gave up a lot of baskets
without a lotof pres-
sure,” said CC coach Bill
Dyer, whose team slipped
to3-loverall. “Itkind of
hurt us down the stretch
there. We played well
enough towin, theresno
doubt about it We were
four up with stretches
late and had the ball and
we justdidntcapitalize
at the free-throw line
late.”

After Genrichmade
two free throws with 52.2
seconds lefttoput CC up
53-50, Blair got fouled
with 38 seconds toplay
and splitthe pair. Gen-
rich then canned two
more from the line just
two seconds later to give
CC a four-pointcushion,
55-51.

But the Falcons (4-1)
closed the gap once
again, to55-54, when
Cameron Urbanick found
himselfwide open on the
leftwing and nailed a
clutch triplewith only
24.3 seconds togo.

“The thing that hurtus isthatwe had
some reallymajor missed defensive
assignments .=\We had oppor-
tunities lateand theymade two clutch
threes —give them credit for that.”

BILLDYER
CatholicCattral coach

“The thing that hurt us
isthatwe had some really
major missed defensive
assignments,” Dyer said.
“Itwas more on the de-
fensiveend. We had op-
portunities lateand they
made two clutch threes,
soyou Ve got togive them
credit for that.”

Jones finishedwith a
team-high 16 points, in-
cluding eight in the final
quarter as he continually
navigated hisway to the
basket.

“He s such a tough
guard,” Divine Child
coachAndy Dold said.
“Who doyoumatch up
with him? He can blow by
people, he can shoot it

He 5sostrong. He was
also good on the foothall
team, sowe e waiting
forhim tocome around
like that. I hoping its
here tostay.”

Inaddition toBlair%s
14, Urbanick came offthe
bench toscore nine. Fal-
cons 6-foot-7 senior cen-
terLiam Soraghan and
6-4 senior guard Scott
Combs contributed eight
and seven, respectively.

Divine Child, which
led 26-25 at halftime, but
trailed 40-35 after three
quarters, made Il-of-15
free throws (73.3per-
cent) and shot 19-0f-47
from the field (40.4 per-
cent).

Inaddition toGen-
richs game-high 21, the
Shamrocks also got 13
from senior forward C.J.
Baird, who fouled out
with 38 seconds to go.

Jack Morrisand Davis
Lukomski both added
sevenas CC went 5-0f-9
from the foul line (55.5
percent) and 21-0f-50
from the field (42 per-
cent).

“We had a really good
team effort from every-
body, butwe justdidnt
make winningplays down
the stretch,” Dyer said.
“Thatswhat hurt us.”

When pushcame to
shove, ftwas two schools
coming off deep runs in
the football state playoffs
as CC reached the Divi-
sion 1state final, while
Divine Child made itto
the Division 3 semifinals

“Itskind of been a
theme for us this year,”
Dold said. “I think the
foothall thing affected
both teams. When our
foothall team made an

MICHAEL VASILNEK

Calmly collecting a loose puck during a recent high school varsity hockey game isPlymouth junior goalie Brendan Olepa.

the Plymouth Prep Tean.

“Coach Lonnie has
been an inspiration tome
and has been a great
mentor on and off the
ice,” Olepa said. “He 3
been my psychologist,
teacher and friend. He 3
taught me many things
on and off the ice that
have really improved my
game over the years.”

Also helping him to
push hisway down the
path he is happily taking
were Darrin Silvester
and Ron Hayes, both
with a “learn to skate”
program atPlymouth
Cultural Center in the
mid-2000s. Silvester
later was Olepa’ head
coach with Plymouth
Prep.

Bring iton

Those coaches and
others undoubtedly
helped Olepa add to his
growing goalkeeping tool
box. But his love of the
game and position re-
main paramount.

And the son of Ed and
Barbara Olepa thrives

FAMILY PHOTO

The a-hamoment for Brendan Olepa came atage 4,when he
liked the look of wearing goalie equipment. Here he checks
out his firstset of pads inthe mirror.

under pressure, another
trait that Vento raves
about.

"lwas really im-
pressed with hiscompo-
sure inthe Salem game
(a4-2win Dec. 17).

Thatsalways a nerve-
wracking game, itsin-
tense,” Vento said. “But
the saves he was making,
he made them look easy.
“He justdidntget too
high, he didn’tget too

MATTHEW MITCHELLPHOTOGRAPHY

Michigan State senior center Thomas Ebbing helped lead Birmingham Brother Rice to the 2012

Division 2 state championship.

playing” so the team can
retain the MacNaughton
CupastheWCHA reg-
ular-season champion
and earn a trip to the
NCAA tournament.

Ready for the
rematch

Earlier thisseason, as
Tech struggled toa 1-5-2
start, the Huskies lost
and tied intwo games
played against Michigan
inAnn Arbor. The Wol -
verines have been in-
consistent lately, howev-

er, and they go into the
GL I with an uncharacter-
istic 7-8-1 record.

The Wolverines boast
several area standouts,
including sophomore
defenseman Nicholas
Boka. A Plymouth resi-
dent, Boka played for the
U.S. National Team De -
velopment Progranm for
two seasons before join-
ing the Wolverines for
the 2015-16 campaign. A
defensive-oriented de-
fenseman, Boka tallied 10
assists in38 games as a

t

freshman and enters the
GLI with one goal and
one assist in 15 contests
this season, along with 35
blocked shots. Boka was
drafted by the Minnesota
Wild in the sixth round,
171st overall, inthe 2015
Entry Draft.

Other U-M area skat-
ers include freshman
forward Will Lockwood
of Bloomfield Hills, who
was selected in the third
round of the 2016 Entry
Draft, 64th overall, by
the Vancouver Canucks.

low. He 5 just really a
mature goalie, especially
for a junior.”

The previous week,
Northville scored back-
to-back goals in 12 sec-
onds to tie the Wildcats,
with most of the third
period to go. All Olepa
did was shut the door the
rest of the contest and
Plymouth won 3-2 in
overtime.

Whenever things do
go off the rails for a
stretch, he can take a
deep breath and hit the
reset button.

“Its mental tough-
ness," Olepa said. “You
got to go into the game
thinking, Oh, I'm not
going togive up.’Even if
I end up messing up, you
just cantgive up and
that’ the mindset you
need to have.

“After those two goals
(against Northville) |
just shook itoffand said,
You know what? Ithap-
pens, you just got to
keep going.”’

"Ifyou dwell on it,
stuff like thatwill hap-

Like Boka, Lockwood
played for the UUS_.NTDP
for two years, totaling 13
goals and 20 assists in 59
games. Lockwood had six
goals and six assists in
Michigans first 16 games
this season before suf-
fering a shoulder injury
that will keep himout of
the GLI. Lockwood is
expected back on the ice
some time inJanuary.
Senior forward Max
Shuart, a 2012 Novi High
School graduate, enjoyed
his best col lege season
last year, with six goals
and nine assists in 38
games. He has seven
assists in 14 Michigan
contests this year.

Green and white
hopes

Michigan State will
face offwith Western in
the other GL I opening-
round game Thursday.
MSU is4-9-1so far and
will hope for a strong
GLI performance to
jump-start a better sec-
ond half.

Among the Spartans’
leaders issenior forward
Thomas Ebbing, who
helped Birmingham
Brother Rice capture the
2012 Division 2 state
championship. Ebbing is
tied for thirdon MSU
with eight points in14
games, on two goals and
sixassists. He posted a

incredible run ... lactu-
allyemailed coach (Bill)
Dyer and said, What do |
donow?’He toldme it
was going tobe tough.
YouTlhave togrind itout.
The guyswon the back
until after Christmas, so
he wasntlying. Itseems
tobe the case.”

And that football men -
tality carried over to the
basketball floor for the
two CatholicLeague
rivals.

“They e really strong,
they Te really tough,”
Blair said of the Sham-
rocks. “CC salways real-
ly been a tough school .
They like tobullyus a
littlebitand rightfully so.
They e bigger than us
and they deserve it Like
Isaid, we kept fighting
until the end and, inthe
end, we came outon top
and thatsall that mat-
ters.”

bemonsQhometownirfe.com
bem o nsiQtwitter.com

pen later on in the period
and you’ll go deeper and
deeper in the hole.”

Olepa, owner ofa 3.8
grade-point average with
hopes of playing college
hockey, added that what-
ever he can do off the ice
to give himself an edge
getting from Point A to
Point B to get set for the
next shot isa priority.

“It just takes time,”
he said. “Stretching
helps, going to thegym a
couple days a week. Itsa
lot of dedication, but it
pays off at the end.

“What ldo (at the
gym) iscore stuff and
legwork togetmy speed
going. That’s for explo-
sive movement.”

In ittogether

He plays the hybrid
style, a mix of butterfly
and standup, depending
on the action around
him.

Of course, Olepa real-
izes his on-ice success
doesnttake place ina
vacuum. He completely
shares any of his per-
sonal successes with
Plymouth teammates.

“The success thatwe
have had this season so
far has reallybeen a
combination of team-
work and everyone
working together,” Olepa
said. “Knowing that I
have a strong team in
frontofme while I have
been in the net has kept
me calm and confident
every time we step on
the ice.

“lam very proud of
my team with the suc-
cess we have had this
seasonand lam very
excited tocarry out the
(restof the) year with
those guys.”

tsmithQhometownlife.com
Twitter QTimSmith_Sports

career-best 19 points last
season (five goals, 14
assists) and blocked 59
shots, fourth-bestamong
the nation’ forwards.

Plymouth resident
Zach Osbunm isthe Spar-
tans’ top-scoring de-
fenseman, with two goals
and fiveassists in 14
contests. Osbum had six
goals- including five
power-play goals -
among 19 pointsas a
freshman last season.

Novi Catholic Central
graduate Carson Gatt, a
South Lyon resident, also
helps man the Spartans’
blue lire. The defensive-
minded junior defense-
man hasa goal and an
assistin 10 games this
season, after posting a
career-high seven assists
inhis sophomore year.
Senior forward Connor
Wood, a Bloomfield Hills
Lahser graduate, has
found the netonce in12
games this year.

MSU also has a pair of
area goaltenders, both
freshmen. John Lethe-
mon, who attended Far-
mington High, has a 4.76
goals-against average
and .833 save percentage
inthree games. Spencer
Wright, who backstopped
Catholic Central to two
consecutive state titles in
2014-15, has yet tosee
action this season.
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Doyle’s hat trick not enough for Churchill

Top-ranked Brighton
ekes out 4-3 win over
Chargers in thrilling
KLAA hockey tilt

TimSmith
hometownlife.com

John Doyle epitomizes
the unselfishness of the
Livonia Churchill varsity
boys hockey team.

Even after the senior
forward scored all three
of histeams goals
Wednesday night against
Brighton - the top-
ranked team inDivision 1
- he lamented a couple
of defensive miscues that
cost the Chargers.

The Bulldogs broke a
3-3 tiewith 1:29 toplay at
Eddie Edgar Arena in
Livonia, when Keith Wik-
man swept a rebound
past Churchill senior
goalie Drew Broyles to
clinch the 4-3 decision.

“We got toback-check
a littlebit more, a couple
three-on-twos that they
capitalizedon, which
canthappen,”Doyle
said. “But overall, we
learned we can compete
with any team inthe
state, the best team in the
state.”

Concurring with that
assessment was Chur-
chill head coach Jason
Reynolds, whose team
(7-2-0 overall, 4-2-0 in the
KLAA KensingtonCon-
ference) rallied from 2-0
and 3-2 deficits against
the fastand physical
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Bulldogs (8-1-0,4-0-0)
only to ultimately run out
of time.

"Itwas reallya char-
acter game forour
guys,” Reynolds said. “I
think its a real testament
tonot just how talented
we are, but how hard
these guys work. Win,
lose or draw, Iwas going
tocome in incredibly
proud of these guys for
the effort they put in. I'm
absolutely proud.

"You have to play
teams like this inorder to
prepare yourself for the
postseason. We were ina
similar position last year,
where we won the game
against Brighton 4-3, in
their house. Itcame to
the third period, similar
to this one.

“l guess maybe the
hockey gods decided it
was our turn tocome up
a little bit short this time
around.”

Tough start

The Chargers, who
compete inDivision 2,
could never get over the
hump Wednesday.

At 13:47 of the opening
period, Brighton senior
forward Jake Crespi
(goal, two assists) fooled
Broyles with a wrist shot
from the right-wing
boards.

The Bulldogs made it
2-0 with 26 seconds left.
Broyles sprawled to stop
Ben Peterson, but Wik-
man chipped the rebound
over the goalie.

At the conclusion of
the period, the referees

Franklins early
blitz stymies GC

Patriots jump out to 9-0 lead and never
look back in non-conference match-up

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Fans settling into the
bleachers atGarden City
were treated to the
"Mark Mettie Show” in
the earlyminutes Thurs-
day, as the Livonia Frank-
lin junior center scored
seven of the game 5 first
nine points— all banked
by the Patriots.

Garden CitysJacob
Sadowski finally put the
Cougars on the board
with a trey at the 2:30
mark, cutting the Frank-
lin lead to 9-3. But the die
had been cast inthe non-
conference varsity boys
basketball game, with the
Patriots never trailing in
a 51-39 victory.

“We renot going to
winmany varsity games
scoring 39 points,” said
Garden City head coach
Rick Morton, whose teanm
dropped to 1-4entering a
two-week holiday hiatus.
“Got to figureoutaway
to score the basketball.

"We could get it (the
deficit) to nine, get rtto
seven. Butwe couldnt
get over thathump. Got
tobe able toscore the
basketball. Hats off to
them, they shot the ball
very well.”

The Cougars actually
got to 11-7 late in the first
quarter. However, Mettie
closed out the quarter
strongly with two buck-
ets in the paint in the
final minute togive
Franklin an 18-7 lead
going into the second.

Back toback treys by
Garden City junior for-
ward Eian Castonguay (11
points, four steals)
brought the Cougars to
within26-19midway
through the second, but
answering with a 3-ball
was junior guard Keyon
Brown (12 points, five
assists, four rebounds).

That3 pretty much
how the rest of the game
played out.

Earlydominance
Indeed, Mettiewas a
menace to the Cougars
wi'th 18 points, 11 re-
bounds and three blocks.
The only negative for the
6-8 player was fouling

out late in the game,
getting tagged with an
offensive foul driving to
the rim inan attempt to
get to 20 points for the
night.

Like inthe previous
game against Canton,
Mettiewas dominant in
the first half (16 points)
only tobe stopped later
on.

Itwas a similar pat-
tern Thursday, when he
had 14 points at the break
with Franklinenjoying a
32-23 advantage. But he
managed to hit just two
field goals after that ina
relatively even second
half inwhich both teams
struggled to score.

"(Mettie) gets off to
hot starts,” Franklin head
coach Jon Djokaj said.
"We need him to finish
(games) a little better.
We Ve seen ita couple
games now, where teams
have been able to take
him away (in the second
half).

“He 5 learning and
getting every better day,
but it5a continual proc-
ess. Itsnot justwith him,
itswith all our guys.”

Another key contrib-
utor for the Patriots was
junior guard PaytinHar -
ris, with five steals.

"Paytin Harris brings
a lotofenergy for us,
gets into passing lines,
gets a lotof deflections
and steals,” Djokaj said.
“Our sophomore, Ryan
Hoyer, does a nice job, as
well as does (junior)
Roger Carpenter. They
do a lotof good things
pressuring the ball.”

Tall tale

For Garden City, Cas-
tonguay was a bright spot
with a strong two-way
game.

"Eian Castonguay isa
great player, he’ so
fast,” Morton said. "He
plays really hard, attacks
the basket.”

Adding eight points
was junior forwardCam-
eron Walter, while senior
guard Sadowski scored
seven.

Morton tipped hiscap
toMettie and the Patri-
ots, but added that guard-
ing taller players will

a’sess”da

against
junior
forward
Adam
Sinclair (who left to be
evaluated for a concus-
sion at a nearby hospital,
Reynolds said).

When the teams took
the ice for the second
period, Churchill enjoyed
a five-minute power play
and Doyle made the Bull-
dogs pay with two goals
ina 36-second span to tie
the game at 2-2.

"As lunderstand it
they said itwas an elbow
and decided to give
(Crespi) the five-minute
(penalty) after the fact,”
Reynolds said. "They
came out and spoke tous
after the buzzer had
sounded and the boys
were inthe locker room
and told us the fivemin-
uteswere coming. Sowe
knew toprepare accord-
ingly and try to take
advantage of thatwin-
dow of opportunity.

"We were fortunate.
We jumped on itquickly
and managed topop a
couple inand get back in
the game.”

Doyle

Power play connects
The firstone was an
unassisted goal at 3:24.
Doyle took the puck from
a Brighton player, curled
into the slotand snapped
awicked wrist shot over

the glove hand of Bull-
dogs senior goalie Logan
Neaton (23 saves).

At the four-minute
mark, Doyle%one-timer
of a cross-ice feed from
junior linemate Jordan
Venegoni beat Neaton
cleanly inside the far
post. Also assistingwas
senior defenseman and
captain Joe Wozniak.

Of the two power-play
goals, Doyle said he liked
the second one better.

“We getout there
early inpractice and we
run the power play,”
Doyle said. "We practice
that (the one-timer) a lot.
It3 finally nice for itto
come inuse and finally
getone from it”

Churchill%s dangerous
trioof Doyle, Venegoni
and junior forward Tyler
Haydu came close to
putting the Chargers in
front with about eight
minutes togo inthe peri-
od.

Doyle delivered a pass
to Haydu, cutting inon
the rightwing. But Hay -
du found himself too
close toNeaton when it
came time to take a shot
and the goalie easily
kicked the puck away.

Itwas Broyles’turn to
make a key stop inthe
period’ final minute,
when he blocked Crespi s
redirect on the doorstep.

Broyles (23 saves)
kept the game tied for a
while in the third. After
turning aside an in-close
bidby Wikman, he
snagged Crespi s slap
shot taken from inside

TOM BEAUDOIN

Garden City"sJacob Sadowski (eft) contests a shot attempt by

Livonia Fraklin"s Paytin Haris.

continue tobe achal-
lenge because his team
lacks size.

"We re used to not
having the tallest guys
around,” Morton said.
"Thats going tobe a
concernaswe play the
rest of the year as well.

“Mettie was really,
really good. When he can
shoot the ball and then
take the ball to the bas-
ket, thatsa very tough
combo forour team.”

Just like Garden City,
the Patriots now will take
a lengthy break before
returning to action Jan. 6
at home against Fern-
dale.

SALEM TOPS CHUR-
CHILL: On Thursday
night atLivonia Chur-
chill, the Rocks improved
to 2-3with their 76-68
victory".

Salem was led by sen-

iorCam Barden (25
points) and senior Camer -
on Grace (15 points, 10
rebounds). For the Char-
gers (2-4),Alan Hammett
scored 30 points.

TRACTORS ROLL
C"VILLE: Abdul lah Busha-
mie scored a game-high
13 points Thursday to
lead host Dearborn Ford-
son (2-4) toa 60-20 vic-
tory over Livonia Clar-
enceville (0-4) ina cross-
over matchup between
WesternWayne Athletic
Conference teanms.

Clarenceville, getting
seven points from Torre
Bowen, couldn’tover-
come a 30-7 halftime
lead. The TVojanswere
3-of-6 from the foul lire,
while the TVactors hit
8-of-15.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

the blue line following a
Churchill turnover.

But Brighton did go up
3-2with 5:23 remaining
and Crespi was inthe
middle of the scoring
play. He skated down the
right wing and slipped
the puck over toPeterson
for the tap-in.

Never say die

Just over aminute
later, however, the Char-
gers showed theirmettle
with another equalizer.

Junior forward Josh
Friend threaded a per-
fect stretch pass up the
middle to Doyle, who
collected the puck at the
Brighton blue lineand
zeroed inon Neaton.

Doyle was stopped as
he approached the
crease, but the rebound
caromed past Neaton to
set off a Churchill cele-
bration. A collision
knocked the goal off its
moorings, but the goal
counted.

"lwentwith my move;
the goalie stopped it,”
Doyle said. "But itrico-
cheted out and hit the
defense and went back
in. Huge turning point
right there.”

The Bulldogs, howev-
er, had theirown re-
sponse — and itturned
out to be the final say for
the evening.

"Similar toour situa-
tion, Im sure they were
looking for second and
third opportunities in
front of the net, looking
for rebounds,” Reynolds
said. “Unfortunately,
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they had a step on us
coming into the zone, that
rebound popped out and
they had an open oppor-
tunity to pick itup.

"No different than
what we were looking for
when we were going up
against Logan Neaton. It
was just Brighton’
night.”

NORTHVILLE 7. CANTON 1: Senior
Easton Rea notched his firstvarsity goal
and added an assistWednesday as the host
Mustangs (S-4,2-2 KLAA Central) romped
to a Kensington Conference oossover
victoryover the Chiefs (2-5.1-3 KtAA at
Novi lce Arena.

“We dida nicejob of crashing the net
and generating offensive from that," said
Northville coach Clint Robert, whose team
outshot Canton 47-18. *That issomething
as a teamwe wanted tomake a bigger
commitment todoing, so itwas nice to

see.”

Northville led 1-0 after one period on
Danny Scorzo’ goal at 9:10 from Rea and
Luke Skillman.

The Mustangs inaeased their lead to 5-1
after two periods getting goals from Nick
Williams at0:18 (from Nick Bonofiglioand
Daniel McKee); Devin Laba at 435 (from
Alex lafrate and Scorzo); lafrate at 9::27
(from Laba and Nick Bogenhagen); and Rea
just 10 seconds later (from Skillmanand
Sanuda Gunaratine).

Emerson Tayloralso tallied the lone goal
for the Chiefs in the second period.

Northvilleput itaway with a pairof
third-periodgoals from Skillman at 2:15
(fronm lafrate) and Jimmy Dales (unassisted)
at 12:30.

Brett Miller started in goal for Northville.

PLYMOUTH 7, SOUTH LYON 1: Josh
Weber collecteda goal and three assists to
propel the Wildcats (7-0,5-0 KLAA South)
to a Kensington Conference crossover
victoryWednesday over host South Lyon
Unified (1-6-1,0-5 KLAA Central) at the
Kensington Valley IceHouse.

Other top point-getters for Plymouth
included Zachary Gal lagher (one goal two
assists). Timothy Baldwin (three assists),
Nathan Stoneburg (one goal one asist),
Adam Rebecca (one goal one assist), Jack
VanDenBeureuiy (two assists), Jack
Chumley (one goal) and Colton Borke (one
goal).
SLU got its lone goal on a two-man
power play advantage 8:15 into the firal
period by defenseman Zach Vanboven.

South Lyon goalie Jared Paugh made 42
saves inthe loss

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Garden City
takes charge

After early struggles, Cougars turn
aggressiveness into 52-30 victory

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

After a sluggish
opening quarter Thurs-
day at Livonia Franklin,
the aggressiveness
switch was flipped for
Garden Citysvarsity
girls basketbal | team.

Following her teams
52-30 non-conference
win, Cougars head
coach Michele Tyree
might consider making
T-shirts to give to her
players with the slogan
"Garden City Strong”
on the front - although
there isnttime toprint
and wrap them for
Christmas.

Garden City (2-5)
trailed 9-6 after the
first quarter to the
winless Patriots, after
which Tyree had a chat
with her players toup
the intensity. They got
to the rimwith vigor
(and drew fouls in the
process) during a 14-7
second quarter, giving
the Cougars a 20-16
halftime lead.

Itwas more of the
same the rest of the
way, with Garden City
outscoring Franklin by
wide margins of 19-10
and 13-4 in the third and
fourth, respectively.

"We started to attack
the basket after the
first quarter,” Tyree
said. "We got to the
free-throw line often.
We still need to improve
at the charity stripe, but
we went 5-of-8 from the
line in the second.”

One of the spark-
plugs was junior guard
Haleigh Maszatics, with
10points off the bench.

Even stronger was
senior guard Aleea
Montgomery, who tal-
lied 11 points and 10
rebounds - with seven
of her points in the
third quarter.

"1 told her at half-
time that she could take
over the game,” Tyree
said.

Other Garden City
stalwarts included sen-
iorguard Brittany
Radtke (11points, six
steals) and senior guard
Kayley Hewer (eight

points, 11 hoards).

For the Patriots (0-6),
sophomore guard Han-
nah Strosser scored
eight points.

Evidence of Garden
Citysaggressiveness
on offense was awide
edge infree-throw
chances. The Cougars
stepped to the line 29
times, making just 13,
however.

Franklin managed to
sink 7-of-10 opportuni-
ties.

Burton liftsEagles

Bryanna Burton
scored a game-high 20
points Thursday as host
Bedford Thurston (5-2)
overcame an early 10-0
deficittoearn a 51-43
non-conference win
over Melvindale (0-6).

Burtonwent Il-of-12
from the foul line (@ll in
the firstquarter), while
GillianDrake added 11
points for the Eagles,
who led 26-19 at half-
time before stretching
their lead to 20 in the
final quarter.

Courtney Walton-
baugh scored a game-
high 22 pointsand Dan-
ielleThbbs added 16 for
the winless Cardinals.

RU romps, 51-1

On Thursday, John-
nia Steele scored 12
points as Bedford Union
(4-2) routed host Taylor
Prep (0-5) for the sec-
ond time this season in
a non-league game, 51-1.

The Panthers led 37-1
at halftime.

Trojans fall short

Myla Hoskins-King
scored a game-high 14
points, but itcouldnt
save Livonia Clarence-
ville (1-5) from falling
Thursday athome
against Ferndale (3-3)
ina non-conference
encounter, 48-23.

The Eagles, who led
25-14 at halftime and
42-14 after three quar-
ters following a 17-0
run, got 12 points from
Kayla Boyd and nine
from Cacy Thorton.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter. @TimSmith_Sports
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Do your research before a job Interview

BY MATTTARPEY
CAREERBUILDER

Osearching potential

employers isan essen-
I Itial step in the job-
seeking process. Not only
does ithelp you determine
whether the open position is
one you’re actually interested
in, but doing the right research
can also give you the advan-
tage once the hiring process
gets underway.

What information will help

you land the job? Here’s some
advice.

The basics

ftshould go without say-
ing, but ifyou don’tknow the
name of the company or the
industry inwhich itoperates,
donteven bother showing up
for the interview. Its so easy
to find basic information on
any company that there is
absolutely no excuse for not
knowing it

"Explore the company®s
website, especially the About
Us’section,”says Marisa
South, general manager of
Vet & Pet Jobs, an Australian
career website for the animal-
care industry. “Learning how a
company wants to represent
itselfand what itconsiders
valuable can be used inyour
interview as you're trying to
explain how your values and
objectives match up.”

Knowing how employees

perceive the company can be
justas enlightening - ifnot
more. “Websites like Glass-
door do an excellent job at
collecting information about
companies, including sala-
ries, experiences and what
the company s atmosphere is
like,” says Ola Danilina, CEO
and founder of PMBC Group,
a technology public-relations
firmbased in Los Angeles.

GETTY IMAGES

“Better yet, ifyou know some -
body personally who works or
has worked at the company
you are interviewing for, plan
a time to sitwith thenm to ask
any questions you may have
prior to your interview.”

The role

Be sure tohave as thorough
an understanding of the posi-
tion as possible before going

into the interview. Review the
information provided in the job
listing, and ifthere issome-
thing you’re unclear about,
make a note to bring ftup with
the interviewer.

“Even with the necessary
skills to complete the role,
most candidates often fail to
fully understand what the job
actually isand look unpre-
pared inan interview,” says
Sacha Ferrandi, founder and
directorof human resources at
real-estate firm Source Capital
Funding Inc. “Employers want
to see that you are familiar
with the industry because it
will reduce the learning curve
ifyou get hired."

Current events

Knowing the company"s
mission statement and history
can help you identify with its
goals, but the mission state-
ment isn’tlikely to be on the
top of your interviewer’s mind.
Your research should also
focus on where the company
stands today. Knowing about
things such as recent product
launches, mergers, partner-
ships and new initiativescan
help you come into the inter-
viewone step ahead of other
candidates.

Employers are looking for
candidates who can begin
work at full speed. When
you're able to discuss real is-
sues facing the company dur-
ing your job interview, you e

E?FINDADVICE

not just showing that you
could hit the ground running,
youTe showing that insome
ways, you already have.

The competitors

No matter how much in-
formation you’re able to find
about a given company, its
not very useful without some -
thing to gauge itagainst.To
gain a broader understanding
of the industry and where the
company fitswithin it, read up
on the other top companies in
the field.

You should try to figure out
what sets the company apart
from itscompetitors,” South
says. “By educating yourself
about how a company isdo-
ing things differently, youll be
better prepared when your
interviewer asks you what at-
tracted (you) to the company.”

Preparing for the interview
with targeted and thorough
research makes iteasier to
give more specific responses.
Most interviewers will recog-
nize and appreciate that you
aren’twasting their time with
generic answers, giving you
a considerable leg up on the
competition.

Matt Tarpey isa writer for
the Advice & Resources section
on CareerBuilder.com. He
researches and writes about
Jjob-search strategy, career
management, hiring trends
and workplace issues.

SSS GET ALERTS

Sot up an email alortto receive
recommended jobs each week.

B] rosT rRESUME

Encourage employers to contact you by
posting your resume online.

CONTINUE YOUR SEARCH AT 1)
CnREERBUILDER.COm- jj

Master job search skillswith expert
advice and career resources.

MICHIGANAD NETWORK SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 1-800-579-7355

HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER
Class A CDL Drivers: CWi jourown truklWe wtilnakeyour fal FOURPAYMENI SFEED 2014M  ProStar. 888-616-0368 (MICH)
MISCELLANEOUS

Stop OVERPAYING fyourprescriptions!SAVEI Calllout licensedCamd sn and Intaratiareliphasecy. compareprikesandget $25.00
OFFyour firsipreription! CALL. 1-800-259-"150 Promo Code CDC201625 (MKH)

This classifiedspot forsale. Advertiseyour productor recruitan applicant inmore than 100 Michigannewspapers
atone time! Only $299Aveek. Call thisnewspaper or 800-227-7636 www.cnaads.com (MICH)
STEEL BUILDINGS

PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS FreeEstimates-Licersedand insured-26 Tritsses45 Year larranty Gaivalume Steel-190olors-Since
1976-tn inMichigen-Calll Todky 1-800-202-0679. (MICH)

GET COOKING WITH
THE EMPLOYMEHT
CLASSIFIEDS!

Whether you™re looking for

Professional Business S - .
. - a job in the food Industry
Se FvViCe Q]ﬂmHCId or another field, we"ve got
all your reeds... opportunites, leese, Invest. the recipe for success!

PMi Commercial

Industrial Lease e Generous portions of

regional listings
A blend of employers and
employment agencies

LOWCOST VET VACCINE
WELLNESS CLINIC
TSC ~ WHITE LAKE
10150 Highland Rd. Sun. Dec. 11th,
4PM*6:30PM DHPP Lepto CV BDT
$38, 3 year Rabies $14, Heartsvorm
Test $15 w/ purchase of 6 months
heartworm prevention.
MUST BRING AD. Skin, Ear & Eye
exams avail. 313-686-5701

Personal Chef Professional,
expel;l_enced CI1A trained chef seeks
cart lime positions ing organic,

ical, nutritiorsﬁflﬁea s for
individuals or famillies. _(24?)231_
9322 eirzabefthel llott922¢cgmoli . cor

Assorted

SOUTH LYON
Gorgeous Commcrical Free
Standing building.

ft., Directly on Hloh
Trqgmc HEWY.» 1,300 sq. ft. addltic
approved. Available Feb. Ist.
Call 248-756-3939

Painting By Robert -Wal!p?Eer
Removal <Interior <Exterior™ Plaster/
Drywall Repair -Slaining. 40 yrs exp
Free Esf! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

SPICEUP YOUR CAREER -
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDSTO WORK FOR YOU!

all kinds of things...

N 12321988

REFRIGERATORS S1S0& upl Range,
r/dr}/er$125& up 190day
warranty/del lveryiColl: (734) 796-3472

bserver & E ccentric

iomolownllfe.conm

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT for
Vintoge, Antique & Olher Voluable
Hems . Single Items tostorage units
to entire estates. Pro ional,
courteous, fair, honest, discreet older
gentleman. IDRIVE TO YOU. Coins, A GANNETT COMPANY
costume & fine jewelry, knlck knacks,

military, collections, books, toys, h

e e 2" 1-800-579-735S

rTWT]m . clothing, Christmas, much more f
www-hometownli1fe.com

Richard, BSE, MBA:
248-795-0362. www . 1844wepavyou.com

Find your new job HERE!



SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1Runs In
8 Swiss skyline

sight

11 Open a tad

15 Since

19 Pork ina
pastry case,
perhaps

20Copas city

21 McEntire ot
Nashville

22 Sorvino of
"WiseGirls-

23 Rod used by
a bartender

24 Meted out

26 Apple lire

27 Ichy skin
problem

28 Ski resort
near LA.

30 Set firtd

32 Suffixwith
Mideast

33 Horror-film
lob assistant

35 Runner-
tumed-lord
Sebastian

36 Swob brand

38 Hack off

39 Treasury
secretary
Jack

40 Pops’moms

42 Give credit
where credit

44 Growl likea
mad dog

46 Unlucky day
for Caesar

48 Wass
Minor" (Bach
work)

50 Dirties

52 Opera piece

53 Did very

littk

55 Growl likea
mad dog

56 *Speed up,"
Inmus.

57 Oceans

58 Pucdnl tite
role

59 San Josd,
Costa -

60 Show
people
1o seats,
informally

61 Approach
boldly

63 Sing softly

64 Straighten,
as a twisted
hose

66 Prevent, in
court

68 - Solo
(s role)

69 Simian
King-

71 Oslo lec.

72 - quilttrip
on

73 -

(cold treat)
76 Heelless
shoes

77 12-stop 113 Metal bare
support 115 More hammy
group 117 Actor Elba

79 Detox center 119 Uko both-
81 Skier’ hut sox col leges

84 C times I 120 Examination
86 Modest 123 Early Greeks
response to 125 Writer Bronte
raise 126 Sultry singer
87 Skiers locale  Home
88 "Whatever 127 Actor
- Wants” Wallach

89 Cymbal pair 128 Recluse
ina drum kit 129 Not Includi

91 Cruel Roman 130 Castle tren?:%
131 Notes before

emperor
92 Broncos
great John
93 Tell--
(exposes)
94 Vodka
brand, briefly
95 That,
Juanita
96 "A Death In
the Family"
novelist
James
97 Hunts for
99 Decode
101 East -
(country of
Asia
103 LP letters
106 "Dear" man
107 Girasol, e.g.
109 Lyricist

- - -Gecghain

111 "The Lion
King" lioness
112 Female hare

mis
132 Placed a

burden on

DOWN

1 Lager brand
2Go tosleep
3The Office"
actor
4Tobho. 0
Brigitte
5 Often-iced
injury
6 Rail holder
7 Message
froma pulpit
8 Meccan, e g.
9 Spring bloom
10 Hoi —
11 Chichi
12767, e g.
13 60s prez
14 Pizza cut
edges, e g.
15 Exiled ki

16 Much like

17 Many Handel
works

18 Fall right
onto ones

mug

25 Porton the
Black Sea

29 Vocational
college

31 Driver’s rte.
displayer

34 Propane,

o

36 Plolike
choese-and-
bacon dish

37 Prefixwith
conference

41 Light meal

43 Scripwriters

45 Recial
equality org.

47 1920s-730s
artstyle

49 An EEG
records it

51 Bluish gray

53 Craving

54 *Explorer" of
kiddie TV

55Hog’
sound

62 Rough in
texture

65 0ld
Cambodian

67 Zenith rival
70 Swearwords

73 Bathroom
stall autlet
74 Califomia
wine area
75 Do os bid
76 Cruet cousin
78 A-bomb tridl
80 Fashion mag
since 1945
81 Like Mozart
music
82 Golfer’ ace
83 Dander and
dust, often
85 Dial up
90 ‘“~ shame”
96 ISP choice
98 Bar fixture?
100 Pencil topper
102 Actress
Hemingway
104 Grosse -
Michigan
105 Bollixed (up)
108 Chapel
song
110 Like
acrobats
114 Extolling
poems
115 Louver strip
116 Osiris” wife
118 Light coin
121 Prefix with
81-Down
122 Califomias
Santa
- River
124".. . good
witch- bad
witch?"

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

For assistance or suggestions on ttie Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles”
books at QuilIDriverBooks.com
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Find the words hidden ertically, horizontally & diagonally Ihroughouf the puzzle.
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Here"sHow Htorks:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
orid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must filleach row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
provided inthe boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier itgets to solve the

puzzle!
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WORDS

ACCELERATION
ACCURACY
AIRCRAFT
AIRPORT

AIRSHIP
ALTIMETER
ALTITUDE
ALUMINUM
CABDJ
CALIBRATION
CLUTCH
DEVICE
DIRECTION
ELEVATION
ENGINE
EQUIPNENT
FLIGHT
FREQUENCY

FUEL
FUSELAGE
GEAR
HELICOPTER
INVENTOR
LANDING

LUBRICANT
NAVIGATION

O o
=M

THROTTLE
VELOCITY

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

ACROSS 47 See 95- 84 Initial race
1 Abo of "Fish" Across advantages
7 In hifting 51 The same, to

position Simone 87 Epbe
14°Neue 52 NM-to-NJ relative

Llebeslloder"  dir 88 Putrefy

composer 53 Absorb 09 Guardian -

20 Idolized slowly 90 Hansel s sis

21 Details of 55 -Rapture’ 92 Heat qty.
ones life singi(e_r Baker 94 Goatee site

22 Angle wit In 56 St. Kitts 95 With 47-
math and — Across,

23 Doctors 58 Confident swooned-
testifying assertion over sort
about 60 Theyre pari 96 "Its cold!”
Injuries, e g ot history 97 Current

rebekj (Seagal | fashion

25 Third-1 62 Modest reply (Lubitsch)
Danish cr of gratitude = 100 Water, in

26 East- Alo (Hawke) Oaxaca

27 Former 64 Hem tilling In 102 Winged god
space a rowlock 103 G8 country
station 65 Vainones 104 Curt

28 Tributary of roblem comment
the Seine 66 pTyke (Previn)

30Compound 67 Above, inan 109 Moralist’s
conjunction ode statement

31 Fox"s 68 Not prone 114 Rural towers
quality to fading in 115 Twisting

33Usesa _ daylight, as fish
pogo stick a tabric 116 Enzyme
gChavez) 71 Wonder suffix

37Back 73 Winter 117Skinny
muscle, malady 118 Not_Inclined
informally 76 "Coolnéss!" 120 Saying“ldo"

38Assns. 78 Ithangs trom (Bergman]

39 Soft throw a hoop 125 Lamented

40 Its variable 79 Regulations loudl
witha on importing 126 By mistake
zoon lens and 127 One of the
(Ginsherg) exporting Ramones

45 Wry Mort (St.Johns) 128 Fall blooms

104 105 106

114

118 TT9

125

128

129 Region
centered on
the upper
Oder valley

130 Makes off-
peak calls?

DOWN
1 Coquettes
2 Flawless
3 Like saints
4 Rigels
constel lation
5 Yr. closer
6 Water,
Jjocularly
7 App-based
taxi sen/ice
8 Fotos
9With 87-
Down,
penthouse*s
place
10 Pindar verse
11 Magnates
12 Cockloft,

e.g.

13 Cup, inCaen

14Dude

15 Systems to
track storms

16 The "A" of
ATP

17 Gandhi, e.g.
18 Stoneworker
19Dummy
Mortimer
24 Eavesdrop
29 Beauty lover
32 Architectural
annex
33 Marshy area

34 Playwright 81 Hurting, as a
Joe joint
35Cries of 82 Grieve loudly
repugnance 83 December 31
36 "Buddy List" song word
co. 85 ""Stormy
40- shui Weather™
41 Pointed arch  singer
variety 06 Abbr. on a
42 Spelunking bus schedule
spot 87 See 9-Down
43 Samuel of 91 Watson of
the Supreme *Noah”
Court 93 Erratic

44 Bottle parts

45 Reaches, as
new heights

46 Barn brayer

48 By - ot
(due )

49 *Chained"

96 Frank holder
98 Nickname
for Dwight
Gooden
99 Airlire o
Sweden
101 Riotous joke

actor Kruger 102 Dutch lager
50 Hold up 104 Honshu city
54 Movie-rating 105 Exchange
tora ten

9p-
55 Stated fimly 106 Naval force

57 Crow of 107 TV Philbin
pop 108 Nicholas

59 Intopieces Gage novel

61 "Crikey!” 110 Brought out

63 Asian sea into the open

64 Frequently, 111 Spiteful
toDonne 112 much

69 Chicks better now"
home 113 Stem joints

70CreeorErie 116 Taj Mahal
72 Decide (lo) Site

73 Heroicact: 119 Mag staffers
74 Thinstreet 121 Mario’s three
75 Egg on 122 Auditing gp.
77 Humiliate 123 don"t!’

80 Selflessness 124 Vintage auto

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
sncclellan@michigan.comWant more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles"

SUDOKU

books at QuilIDriverBooks.com

1 4 2 9
9 4
3 6 8
8 7 5
5 3
2 6
1 2
6 1 7

DISNEY FILMWORD SEARCH
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Here3How HtWorks:

7 Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9

grid, broken intonine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric dues

1 provided inthe boxes. The more numbers

you name, the easier itgets tosolve the
puzzle!
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WORDS

ALADDIN
ARISTOCATS
BAVBI
CINDERELLA
DALMATIANS
DUMBO
FANTASIA
FLUBBER
HOCUS POCUS
HUNCHBACK
JOItHY TREMAIN
JUNGLE BOOK
LADY AND THE TRAWP
LION KING
LITTLE MERMAID
MARY POPPINS
MELODY TIME
OLD TELLER
PETER PAN
PINOCCHIO
POCAHCNTAS
POLLYAMiA
POPEYE
RESCUERS
ROCKETEER
SHAGGY DOG
SLEEPING BEAUTY
SNOW WHITE
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TREASURE ISLAND
WHITE FANG

Find thoword» hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle
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CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE



TESIA

Say this for

Tesla owners:

They stickby their

brand. Despite red

flagsranging from

the Autopilot-

fatality disaster

togull-wingdoors

getting stuck on

theModel X. Tesla

still ranked as No.

Linthe new. just-released Consumer

Reports Annual Owner Satisfaction
Survey.

Just as last year, following Tesla
were Porsche. Audi and Subaru.
Interestingly, however, some brands
were on the move from 2015 to 2016,
including Lincoln, whichclimbed from
No. 21 toNo. 12; and Hyundai, which
rose toNo. 13 from No. 24.

Meanwhile, some brands swooned,
such as Ram, which tumbled to No.

PORSCHE
KEEP DELIVERING

17from No. 5 in lastyear’ rankings;
BMW, which tookwhat may be seenas
a surprising fall toNo. 14 from No. 6;
and Volkswagen, which took a not-so-
surprisingdive toNo. 24 from No. 6.

No. 5 through 10were Toyota, Honda,
Mazda, Chrysler, Chevroletand Lexus.
Ranking at the absolute bottom was
FiatatNo. 29; FiatChrysler Automotive
had four brands in thebottom 13with
Ram atNo. 17,Dodge atNo. 23, Jeep
atNo. 25and Fiat. Infiniti and Nissan
Ranked No. 27 and 28.

Each of the brands that ranks 1
through 4 once again is, arguably, a
marque for which perceptions and
emotionscarry the day over the merit
ofeachcompany % individual vehicles
or even itsoverall product line, and
over other criteria such as vehicle
quality and utility. Those subjective
notions absolutely pulse through the
survey results.

The all-new2018 Audi 05 will add to the brand"s progressive reputation

AUDI, SUBARU: CONSU
ON MATCHLESS POWE

For Tesla, of course, there is the
fierce brand loyalty generated by the
companyspioneering role inmaking
a truly fine all-electric automobile,
its daring pivot into mainstream-
priced EVs with theupcoming Model
3, and the high-profile leadership of
the always-kinetic Elon Musk, who
keeps Teslaand itsiconoclasticmission
continually in thenews - whether he's
defending Autopi lot as being better than
human drivers; defyingWall Street by
continuing to report lossesand missing
productiondeadlines; hoastingabout
hisGigafactory gambit; or saying he
wants todie on Mars.

Even Consumer Reports - anearly
fan of the Tesla Model S which once
considered itsuch a perfect vehicle
that it broke the magazine rating
scale - hasmore latelybeen regularly
knocking Tesla.

About the Model X 90D crossover,
forexample, a versionofTeslassecond
model, the magazine said that, “Beyond
the brag-worthy magic” such as the
gull-wingdoorsand a “jet-fighter-like
canopy windshield," thecar “largely
disappoints. The reardoors are prone to
pausing and stopping. The second-row
seats can’tbe folded, limitingcargo-
carrying ability. The big windshield
isneat but not tinted enough to offset
the brightness of a sunny day, and
wind noise isexcessive."

Or take Porsche. The VWW-owned
sports-car brand has managed toextend
itselfnicely to SUVs and crossovers
over the last several years, winning a
whole new corps of buyers even as the
brand continues to satisfy sports-car
diehards with itsiconic 911, Boxster

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

MER REP
R OF BRA

wmmmm

ORTS WINNERS
NDS

The 2017 Subaru Outback exemplifies the brand3 all-wheel-drive platform.

roadster and Cayman two-door coupe.

“The Porsche DN A isstill baked
intoeverymodel with confident high-
performance handling.” asConsumer
Reports puts it, “a controlled ride,
superb braking performance, a thrilling
exhaust note, and beautifully crafted
interiors.”

Audi, ofcourse, isone of the ultimate
brand-ascension stories of the auto
industry’ lastdecade. Beginning under
the leadership of Johan de Nysschen
and continuing under current U.S.
boss Scott Keogh, Audi managed to
parlay a steady expansion of itsproduct
line in every significant direction, a
strategy of planned retail “scarcity" of
itshalo cars, some cleverand humorous
marketing, and the notionof “progressive
technology” that appealed toyounger
buyers into a brand that rattled the
hold ofMercedes-Benzand B M W on
the German luxury category in the
United States.

The lone thing for Audi yet to
accomplish istoget salesvolumes in
the American market thatmatch its
relative levelselsewhere in theworld,
where Audi regularly challenges its
national rivals for the global luxury-
salesvolume title.

Subaru continues to amaze as a
volume-restricted brand that seemingly
can do no wrong. Tom Doll, the
American executiveand former bean
counter who has masterminded the
brand%risein the United States, has
unapologetically pursued only certain
niches: all-wheel-drive aficionados;
tree-hugging progressives; parents
concerned about safety. In theireyes,
the Subaru brand isabsolute magic.

And by expanding the company®s
Indiana factory and circling back to
nail certain nameplates, such as the
impressive little2017 Imprezamodel,
Subaru still seens tohave a lotof runway
in this country

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15Yr. Pts.
1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560  (734) 459-0782 4 0 3.25 0
_ FREE RENTUNTIL January 1ot
Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511  (800) 593-1912 4 0 3.25 0 $98**movesyou il
Homes startingas low as $1,099/month!
AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600  4.125 1 1 3.95 0 3& 4BedroomHomes Available!
in i Don tdelay& calltoday! Thesehomes aregoingfest!
CaUSunHomes today, (888) 685-0265
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931  (248) 740-2323  4.125 0 3.25 0 Or applyon lineatwww . 4northviUe.com
South Lyon Schools!
. OFFICE HOURS:
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100 4.25 0 3.5 0 M-F 8a-5:30p = Sat9a- Ip
Offerexpires 12/31/2016 gjpij
. .
Fifth Third Bank 403245  (800) 792-8830  4.375 0 3.7 0 ,Some restrictionsapply. EHO - SUNHQMES
Real Estate
Lenderful .con 1326443 lenderful.con  4.25 0.125 3.625 0 Rentals Chryster 2006 ET Crulser-excel cond.
great place to liwe.
Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.5 0 3.75 0
ANDICAP MINI VANS OVER 20

N UK DER $i5.0005751 S CEDAR ST

Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 4.375 0.25 3.625 0 NSING M1 CALL RIS, 517-230 8365

Above Information available as of 12/22/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 200 P.M. at www.rmcreport.conm.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.

Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

02016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Careers
new beginnings...

Vice President of

Design and Development
Opening for degreed & exp*d appli-
cants for Vice President of Design
and Development - Components In
Plymouth, MI; Send resume by
mail 8. include salary rea"ts to:
Kathleen 0"Callaghan
Human Resources
Hello Electronics Corporation
43811 Plymouth Ooks Blvd.

Plymouth, M1 48170

DIRECT CARE: * New waae*
9.M/hr. trained; must be 18 8l have a
validM 1 driver”s license; CLS/MORC
trained preferred. Full time and

time; many shifts; support adults
Ilvmg In theirown homes; make a
difference! 734-728-4201

GLAZIER/GLASS INSTALLER
Experienced only.
Contact Crystal Glass
New Hudson, M1

IsolomonOcrystalglassinc.net

ol 1oreaS.

J by joes

— U Home for Sale
/ Instate

RN and/or LPN

For busy Gastroenterolog
Practice ice In Farmington
Hills. 2 yrs. medical office exp
preferred. Fox or email resume

248-471-8904 / InfoCsogadocs . com

Sales-Marketing

REAL ESTATE SALES
OPPORTUNITY

NOVI HOME -BRAND NEW
Spacious 4 bdrm, 2 bath w/gourmet
Kitchen. Award winning South Lyon
Schools, Private yard, off road park-
ing 8. more. Priced to ell $64,

Call Nina today 248.349.3949

Ann Arbor/Sheldon Rd.
Spacious 1-2 bedroom

Michigan®s#! REALTOR
Earn High Commission Income
Rapidly Expanding Real Estate

Market Start Earning Commissions
Right Av/a) ¥’
=0wn Your Own Practice
<Be Your Own Boss
=Work Your Schedule
=You Determine Your Income
onus Pro ms
°HealttVLIfyDlsablllgy/ Retirement

PAT RYAN. REALTOR Apartments
(734) 591-9200
PatRyaneRoalEstateOne.com POOI y A/C, Carport
2 Months 50% offrent™*

With approved credit & income

Call 734-455-6570
A000IW

DRIVER-WRECKER

Weekend 8. Night Shift available.
Experience 8. Mechanical ability

preferred. Coll Mon-Frl, btwn 95.
(734) 591-0456 Or email ‘resume:

livioM9760hotmol I .can

Real Estate Turn your dust

«FREE RENT until 2/1/2017M—
2-4 bed homes starting at $849/mo.
Oakland Glens (248) 430—(2(302

HO - Offer Expires 12/27/2016

Transportatior®"»

best deal for you...

H & w _$$ for lunk vehicles. Free low.
Buying repolrables. 734-223-5581

Local
foras /"-"x

Wit

HE

RN

until February 2017*

Rentals starting at

S749

3 bed, 2 bath homes.

r

until February 2017

Rentals startings

S/49
3 bed, 2 bath home;

_ Al Appliances
including washer &drye

4377 0ld Plank Roac
Milford

248-778-4009

meritusmhc.com

TIAC. 15month lease, Commun
onnedhores Offererpwesl *3

Get results.
Advertise In
CLASSIFIEDS!

Nnews

You don have to fish for it

NOW HIRING

It5 right here, from the fron

« Counter help -with baristaexp

< PM Baker (shift 7pm-2am).
Apply inperson at Joe"s Produce
33152W. 7 Mile Rd.

Homes

starting fresh...

into dollars by

All Appliances
including wiasher & dryer.

to the back ofyour Observer <

REGISTRAR

Bachelor®s degree required
5yrs. related e
Email resume
smalewskaGsouthunl verS|fy

South

Livonia-Real Estate Auction!
19044 Hillcrest St. Beautiful 3-
Bedroom, 1,t00+ ranch. Open

House:

Get results. Advertise
in CLASSIFIEDS!

ompon

Tues.’ Dec. 27ﬂ14—6p m.

Auction Date: Wednesday. Jan.
1ith. Visit www.MIchlgon. uctionC

com for more information.
n the market.

Seller |s hlghly motivated.

placing a
CLASSIFIED ad!

4377 0ld Plank Road
Milford

248-778-4009

meritusmhc.com

WE. ISnihleese. Gaingfiity A
0 N N 3faepis3.

Find your new job HERE1

Eccentric Media newspapers

Totally Local Coverage

1o subscribe, cll: 866-887-2737

O bserver& E Iﬁlrlfbtlﬁ



