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Canton cop under investigation 
for racist Facebook post resigns

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

A  Canton police officer 
accused of posting a racist 
message on Facebook has re­
signed from the department.

Public Safety Director Josh­
ua Meier confirmed that the 
officer, after one year on the 
job, resigned abruptly Monday 
before an internal investiga­
tion was completed.

“This was the officer’s deci­
sion and not anybody else’s,” 
Meier said. “W e  were in the 
middle of the internal investi­
gation when the officer re­

signed.”
The officer’s decision halted 

the internal investigation and 
averted a due process hearing 
that would have determined 
his fate. H e  was suspended 
with pay Nov. 11, the same day 
Canton Public Safety Depart­
ment officials issued a state­
ment referencing “a racist 
social media post” the officer 
allegedly m a d e  during a live 
feed on Facebook of a presi­
dential election protest.

The officer, allegedly re­
ferring to African Americans, 
posted the words “go home 
monkeys.” The incident drew

attention to a police depart­
ment where officials say they 
have worked diligently to de­
velop strong relations with all 
segments of the community.

“I think the important mes­
sage to get out is that this in­
cident is not reflective of the 
entire Canton Public Safety 
Department and w e  are going 
to pick up the pieces and move 
forward in a positive direction, 
working with the community 
as w e  always have,” Meier 
said, adding that Canton offi­
cers “are held to the highest 
standards” in law enforce­
ment.

“This was an isolated in­
cident that w e  dealt with ac­
cordingly,” he said. “It’s a very 
unfortunate incident for every­
body involved.”

Meier said the police de­
partment will remain transpar­
ent going forward. Police offi­
cials issued a statement about 
the officer’s Facebook post on 
the same day they learned of it.

Police Deputy Director 
Chad Baugh had warned that 
“behavior like this will not be 
tolerated” and said, “As a c o m ­
plete department, w e  are in­
credibly disappointed” by the 
incident.

Canton’s top government 
official, Supervisor Phil LaJoy, 
has said the incident “is not 
reflective of the department” 
and called the situation “sad.”

Baugh said the department 
has policies pertaining to social 
media and appropriate use of it 
by police officers.

Local officials haven’t dis­
closed the officer’s name, 
though some media outlets 
have reported it. Baugh called 
it “a safety issue.”
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919

Local family devastated as 
cancer returns in 4-year-old

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

yan and TVacy Weak- 
I J  ley were riding high in 
| \  early2014.
^  V .  The Livonia couple 
had good jobs and two young 
children, they were expecting 
a third and they’d  just bought 
a nice n e w  house to make 
room for all those kids TVacy 
had always wanted.

TYacy had just c o m e  home 
from a pediatrician’s appoint­
ment for the couple’s 2-year-
old son Kellen and was rev­
eling in her son’s good health.

O n  the way h o m e  she 
thought, “Life can’t be going 
any better.”

A  week later, it came 
crashing d o w n  around them, 
the w a y  life sometimes does 
—  without explanation or
warning.

Kellen was diagnosed with 
stage 4 neuroblastoma, a rare 
form of pediatric cancer gen­
erally diagnosed before the 
age of 5 and which, according 
to St. Jude Children’s Hospi­
tal, accounts for some 10 per­
cent of all childhood cancers.

A n d  after a two-year battle 
that earned Kellen an all- 
clear status, the family was 
flattened again in July with 
the news he had relapsed.

A  HELPING HAND
What: Fundraiser for Kellen W e a k ­
ley, a 4-year-old boy whose stage 4 
neuroblastoma relapsed in July. 
When: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 1
Where: Peterlin's Restaurant, 
22004 Farmington Road (at Nine 
Mile), Farmington.
Details: The restaurant will do­
nate 20 percent of proceeds from 
lunch, dinner and takeout receipts; 
just hand in a fundraiser flier or 
mention the fundraiser. Also fea­
tured will be raffle baskets to be 
auctioned off and other activities. 
More help: You can also help at a 
GiveForward page set up for Kel­
len.

The family was devastated 
—  twice.

“It affects, like, 1 in 100,000 
children,” TYacy said. “H o w  
m y  child could fall into those 
odds ... I’ll never understand 
it.”

It wasn’t supposed to be 
that way. A  week before the 
original diagnosis, TYacy had 
Kellen at the pediatrician’s 
office for a checkup and Kel­
len got a clean bill of health. A  
week later, she dropped him 
off at day care and she got a

See CANCER, Page A3

SUBMITTED
Kellen Weakley has s h o w n  his natural joyfulness despite his struggle 
with cancer, his parents said.

Carjacking 
suspect 
found not 
criminally 
responsible

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

A  Canton carjacking defen­
dant, accused of making false 
claims that he had a bomb, has 
been found not criminally 
responsible for his o w n  actions 
during a tense situation that 
unfolded at the Walmart store 
on Canton’s east side.

Faheem Tbmir-Saul Nance, 
a 26-year-old Westland man, is 
expected to be involuntarily 
committed to 
the state Center 
for Forensic 
Psychiatry 
when he returns 
Dec. 1 for a 
pretrial hearing 
in Wayne Coun­
ty Circuit Judge Nance 
Craig Strong’s 
courtroom, a 
defense attorney said.

“Because of his mental 
illness, he could not under­
stand what was going on at the 
time the crime was commit­
ted,” defense attorney Kesia 
Nikia Reeves said TYiesday.
“It’s pretty m u c h  over and 
done with as far as the crimi­
nal aspect of the case is con­
cerned.”

In a split decision Nov. 17, 
Strong ruled that Nance is 
competent to stand trial and 
comprehend the courtroom 
proceedings, but Reeves said 
it’s irrelevant given that 
Strong found Nance not crimi­
nally responsible for charges, 
including two counts of car­
jacking, six counts of assault 
with a dangerous weapon and 
one count each of armed rob­
bery, making a false b o m b  
threat and a felony firearm 
violation.

Nance could have faced up 
to life in prison if he had been 
convicted of the incident, 
which happened about 10:30 
p.m. Sept. 13, 2015, at the Wal­
mart store on Ford Road east 
of Lotz. Witnesses told police 
the defendant pointed two 
Airsoft pistols at employees 
and customers inside the store 
—  some of w h o m  believed the 
guns were real —  and then 
attempted two carjackings in 
the parking lot.

One customer drove off, but 
police have said Nance got 
inside another victim’s Honda

See CRIME, Page A2
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Gymnastics center next step in Green O a k  ‘gateway’
Jennifer Eberbach

Livingston Daily

Plans to eventually 
develop a n e w  neigh­
borhood —  almost a c o m ­
munity unto itself —  on 
vacant land around the 
Legacy Center Sports 
Complex in Green Oak 
Township could take 
another step forward 
soon.

A  proposed 45,370- 
square-foot Vortex G y m ­
nastics Center could be 
the next addition to 285 
acres of land located on 
the north and south sides 
of Winans Lake Road off 
U.S. 23, about three miles 
south of Brighton.

Legacy Center Sports 
Complex owner Rodney 
Goble said he envisions it 
will one day be “a new 
gateway to Green Oak,” 
and include hundreds of 
homes, retail businesses, 
possibly a hotel and a 
grocery store.

It is all part of a 
planned unit develop­
ment called Legacy Park, 
which was approved in 
2012. Goble and partners 
represent the Legacy 
Park PUD, which maps 
out what kind of future 
developments would go 
on the vacant land.

The development 
already includes a
101.000- square-foot in­
door sports fieldhouse, a
104.000- square-foot in­
flated dome with artifi­
cial turf used for mul­
tiple sports, and a 15,000- 
square-foot baseball and 
softball training facility 
as well as outdoor fields.

Developers seeking 
approval for 
gymnastics center

Vortex Gymnastics 
Center, if approved by 
township officials, could 
feature gymnastics train­
ing classes, competitions,

cheerleading, trampo­
lines, a kids areas with a 
ninja warrior course, and 
it might eventually add 
an indoor ropes course, 
co-owners Jonathan Con­
rad and G u y  Sawka and 
their development team 
told township planners.

It would also feature 
party rooms to rent out, a 
pro shop, concessions 
and a second story m e z ­
zanine for spectators.

" W e ’re trying to make 
it an easy place to go for 
families,” Sawka said.

H e  said a lot of the 
traffic would "piggyback 
off the Legacy Center,” 
and part of the family 
could be at the sports 
complex while other 
family members visit the 
gymnastics center.

A  future commercial 
out lot could be devel­
oped as retail, like a cof­
fee shop, Conrad and 
Sawka said.

The township’s plan­
ning commission is con­
sidering the developers’ 
request to a m e n d  the 
Legacy Park develop­
ment to allow for the 
recreational facility to be 
built on the northwest 
comer of Winans Lake 
and Whitmore Lake 
roads just east of the 
Legacy Center.

That comer was origi­
nally planned for c o m ­
mercial development and 
the g y m  would be consid­
ered a recreational use. 
The building itself would 
be larger than the town­
ship would normally 
allow —  20,000 square 
feet —  on land zoned for 
village center mixed use. 
A n d  putting parking in 
front off Winans Lake 
Road would be another 
deviation.

Tbwnship planners 
also need to review a 
traffic study.

Goble and Paul Mon- 
tagno, a planning consult­
ant for the township, both 
said they expect a pro­
posal for hundreds of 
residences on the south 
side of Winans Lake Road 
to be in the township's 
hands shortly.
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JENNIFER EBERBACH | LIVINGSTON DAILY
Legacy Center Sports Complex o wn er  Rodney Goble talks about the Legacy Park planned unit 
development as Paul Montagno, a planning consultant from the township, listens. Vacant land 
around the sports complex is planned for future development of h om es  and businesses.

JENNIFER EBERBACH/UVINGSTON DAILY
A  photo of an early architectural rendering of a proposed Vortex Gymnastics Center. The 
gymnastics center is proposed as the next step in a development that could eventually include 
hundreds of homes, a hotel, grocery store and additional retail around the Legacy Center 
Sports Complex.

A  residential compo­
nent of 371 units was 
discussed in the past, but 
developers took it off the 
table for revisions.

Montagno indicated 
Thursday it would in­
clude a mixture of single­
family homes and multi­
family units, like town 
homes.

The exact number of 
soon-to-be proposed resi­
dences was not discuss­
ed.

In addition, Goble and 
his partners are planning 
to expand the Legacy 
Center even more with a 
medical wellness build­
ing, baseball stadium, 
ballfields and another 
field house, he said earli­
er this year.

That could be a few 
years down the road, he 
indicated.

N o  other commercial 
or retail development

proposals have come 
forward.

However, the devel­
opment plan allows for a 
list of uses, including a 
hotel and grocery store, 
as well as retail and c o m ­
mercial uses.
Public discusses pros 
and cons

Township resident 
Beth Hess said she is in 
favor of the vision for the 
development.

“I’ve been waiting for 
something like this. It’s 
going to bring in c o m ­
merce,” Hess said, who 
added the proposed g y m ­
nastics center “is beauti­
ful."

However, others 
voiced doubts.

"TVaffic is a real issue 
for us,” Chris Burrell, 
w h o  lives on the corner 
of Winans Lake and Rick- 
ett roads. "There was an

event on Saturday, and 
w e  couldn’t get out of the 
driveway for like two 
hours.”

N o  action was taken 
by the planning commis­
sion earlier this month.

M e m b e r s  expressed 
approval for the gymnas­
tics center, but they in­
dicated more work needs 
to be done to amend the 
development plan and 
address future traffic 
generated from n e w  
homes and businesses.

The developers were 
asked to update the plans 
for the center, including 
allowing access only 
from Goble Drive and 
work with the township’s 
attorney on legal lan­
guage to more clearly 
define the development. 
The Planning C o m m i s ­
sion is expected to re­
view the plan again later 
this year.

CRIME
Continued from Page A1

Accord, struggled to 
work the manual trans­
mission and was cap­
tured by police, w h o  said 
he m a d e  false claims he 
had a bomb.

Reeves had earlier 
told the Observer that 
charges against Nance 
amounted to "one of the 
saddest cases I’ve 
known,” saying the crim­
inal justice system had 
failed him. She said he 
had been treated for 
mental illness but had 
been released mere days

before the Walmart in­
cident occurred.

Reeves called Strong’s 
ruling that Nance is not 
criminally responsible 
“the best outcome” be­
cause he is expected to 
receive treatment for 
mental illness rather 
than face prison. She said 
it would be up to the 
judge to decide h o w  long 
Nance would be commit­
ted to the forensic center.

“H e  is not well enough 
to be out in society at this 
point," she said.

Assistant Wayne 
County Prosecutor Maria 
Miller said it’s possible 
there still could be fur­
ther developments in the

case, but she couldn’t 
speak to what m a y  hap­
pen in court proceedings 
going forward.

Earlier, Reeves had 
told the Observer that 
Nance was failed by the 
state’s mental health 
system.

“This circumstance 
says more about the poli­
tics of mental health and 
h o w  w e  treat people than 
anything else,” she said 
in September, adding that 
Nance “had made several 
attempts at trying to get 
help for himself prior to 
this incident.”
dclem@hometownlifexom 
Twitter: QCantonObserver
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CANCER
Continued from Page A1

call that afternoon that 
the staff “was con­
cerned” about some 
slight swelling around 
Kellen's right eye.

The next morning, the 
eye was “pushing up,” 
according to TYacy, who 
immediately called the 
doctor. The pediatrician 
referred them to an oph­
thalmologist, w h o  or­
dered an MRI.

“A n d  the nightmare 
began,” TYacy said, wip­
ing away tears.

They got the diagnosis 
no parent wants to hear: 
stage 4 neuroblastoma, 
five tumors, including 
the one that was pushing 
his eye upward - “Thank 
G o d  for that, because 
there weren’t any other 
symptoms," TYacy said —  
and one the size of a pota­
to in his adrenal gland.

“W e  walked out of the 
pediatrician’s office (the 
week before) with a 
healthy baby,” a stunned 
TYacy said. “Everything 
physically appeared 
fine.”

T\vo years of treat­
ment followed, including 
trials for his kind of can­
cer, immunotheraphy 
and eight rounds of che­
motherapy. The treat­
ment even took Kellen to 
the Helen DeVos Chil­
dren’s Hospital in Grand 
Rapids.

In April, after months 
of treatment and testing 
and a grudging reluc­
tance to declare Kellen in 
remission, DeVos doctors 
finally gave the Weak- 
leys the news they’d 
longed to hear: Kellen 
was clear.

“W e  couldn’t believe 
it,” TYacy said. “W e  asked 
to c o m e  out there and see 
the scan for ourselves.”

The joy was short­
lived. In July, just three 
months after the all- 
clear, doctors found the 
cancer had returned, 
discovering a mass be­
hind that same eye. The 
family knows the odds: 
Children facing the origi­
nal diagnosis have a 50- 
percent chance of surviv­
al; that number drops to 
10 percent in kids who 
relapse.

After two years of 
fighting, though, the 
Weakleys drew upon 
their shared strength and 
didn’t allow themselves 
to be completely devas­
tated.

“W e ’ve learned to 
celebrate the small 
things,” TYacy said. “W e  
were glad it was just one 
small spot.”

It’s a strength that has 
impressed her friends, 
m a n y  of w h o m  are work­
ing on fundraising ideas 
to help the family with 
the burgeoning costs of 
Kellen’s treatment, 
which is n o w  going to 
include about a dozen 
trips to the Sloan Ketter­
ing Cancer Center in 
N e w  York for i m m u n o ­
therapy and seven vac­
cines. A n d  that’s after 
two more rounds of che- 
m o  here in Michigan.

TYacy, w h o  is on her 
second leave of absence 
from her job as a kin­
dergarten teacher in 
Livonia schools, has to 
choke back tears as she 
struggles with what to do 
to help Kellen while

SUBMITTED
Kellen Weakley gets in s o m e  playtime while waiting for a 
treatment.

“The cost is going to be insane. 
I want to be able to help and 
the only way to do that, really, 
is financially.”
LAURA MELANCON
one of Tracy Weakley's best friends

SUBMITTED
The Weakley family —  Tracy and Ryan, with Ava, Kellen and Wyatt.

maintaining life for her 
other children.

“W e ’re a family of 
five; w e  can’t afford to 
take our other children 
(to N e w  York). There are 
a lot of arrangements to 
be made,” she said, strug­
gling to fight back tears. 
“You wonder if it’s the 
right thing to do, but 
what are you supposed to 
do?”

Laura Melancon, one 
of TYacy’s best friends, 
has watched the struggle 
from up close. Melan- 
con’s daughter Evie and 
TYacy’s daughter Ava 
were born six weeks 
apart and her son O w e n  
is just a year younger 
than Kellen.

“The thought of your 
child being diagnosed 
with cancer ... it hit m e  
hard,” said Melancon, 
whose husband has been 
friends with Ryan W e a k ­
ley since high school. 
“W h e n  I found out I was 
pregnant (with Owen), I 
thought, ‘O h  m y  God, 
w e ’re going to have a 
best friend for Kellen.’”

Melancon wanted to 
do something to help, but 
TYacy balked - for a 
while. Finally, Melancon 
went ahead and estab­
lished a GiveForward 
page to help with ex­
penses.

“The cost is going to 
be insane,” she said. “I 
want to be able to help 
and the only w a y  to do

that, really, is financial­
ly.”

Sarah Davies’ family 
has known Ryan W e a k ­
ley’s family forever and 
Sarah n o w  has a young 
daughter and so can e m ­
pathize with TYacy and 
Ryan. Like Melancon, 
Davies has been tugging 
at TYacy Weakley to let 
her help - “It’s hard to 
get to a position where 
you have to ask for help,” 
TYacy said - and finally 
began helping to orga­
nize a fundraiser.

It takes place at Peter- 
lin’s Restaurant in Far­
mington. The restaurant 
will donate 20 percent of 
proceeds from lunch, 
dinner and carry-out 
meals from Dec. 1 to the 
Weakleys.

“Watching them go 
through this experience 
the last two years has 
been heart-breaking,” 
said Davies, a Livonia 
resident. “I can’t cure 
cancer. I wish I could, so 
you think, ‘What can I 
do?”’

TYacy’s first reaction 
w h e n  she heard about the 
GiveForward page was to 
tell Melancon “to call all 
of those people and have 
them take their money 
back.” But the family has 
since come to accept that 
there really are people 
out there w h o  want sim­
ply to help.

“The surprising thing 
was that perfect strang­

ers were helping,” TYacy 
said. “W e ’re so grateful. 
To have this kindness ...

really carried us 
through.”

The other thing that 
has carried the family 
through is Kellen him­
self. As m u c h  as he’s 
been physically able to, 
Kellen has carried on 
with life, going to school 
when he can - “His teach­
ers have been amazed 
that he could miss so 
m u c h  school, then come 
back and fit right back 
in,” TYacy said - and 
showing a strength his 
parents call “inspiring.”

“I can’t believe some­
one w h o  has been 
through so m u c h  could 
be so joyful,” his m o m  
said. "He doesn’t really 
understand what’s going 
on, but he has truly in­

spired us. H e ’s our 
strength.”

The doctors at Sloan 
Kettering are hopeful, 
Weakley said, and 
they’ve met parents 
whose children have 
gotten the treatments 
Kellen is about to experi­
ence w h o ’ve given the 
Weakleys reason for 
optimism. But their big­
gest reason is Kellen 
himself.

“In his four years, 
Kellen has taught us just 
to live in the moment,” 
Tracy said. “Every day 
he’s here is another day 
of hope for us.”
bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @bkadrich

Check us out on the W e b  every 
day at hometownlife.com

Dr. James Stewart is a general dentist practicing in Livonia, Ml. Today 
he discusses the effect breastfeeding m a y  have on the development of a

baby's mouth.

BREASTFEEDING AND BABY’S MOUTH
Dear Dr. Stewart: I’ue heard that breastfeeding my baby can 
help with the development of their mouth. Is this true?

Dr. Stewart: Yes. Several studies have concluded that exclusively breast fed babies are 
at a decreased risk of dental malocclusion (the misalignment of the teeth and jaws). W h y  
is this? While no definitive link has been found, the association might be explained by 
the fact that breastfeeding requires the baby to m o v e  her jaws and tongue in a w a y  that 
helps develop the mouth. Breastfeeding also requires the use of jaw muscles more so than 
bottle-feeding, helping to develop muscle tone in the jaw. This use of muscles, especially 
from the tongue, can help promote proper nasal breathing rather than mouth breathing. 
M ou th  breathing has been linked to health problems. Of course, this doesn’t m e a n  that 
all bottle-fed babies w o n ’t enjoy proper mouth development and as a mother, you should 
choose the option that works best for you and your baby.

If you have a question about your oral health and w h a t  you can do to enjoy a 
healthier smile and higher quality of life, contact Dr. James Stewart by calling 

(734) 425- 4 4 0 0  or visiting his website at jamesstewartdds.com.
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Saturday, D e c e m b e r  31, 2016 
D I N N E R  &  S H O W  

E L V I S  Tribute Starring? Matt King 
W i t h  Live Orchestra

910 Ridge Rd. 48198 
(1 blk. North of 

E. Michigan Ave.)

EEm 7 3 4 - 4 8 3 - 1 7 8 3
10 Varieties of Premium 

Christmas Trees

From
Fl Cittk Bitter tree...[ot

for a -Uttiriess money!
Many Wreaths & Roping

m

Tickets: $45.00 - Cash Bar 
4 p m  &  7 p m  

O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  
' M O N A G H A N  B A N Q U E T  C E N T E R  

19801 Farmington R d  (Between 7 8 Mile) 
Livonia, Michigan 48152

B o x  Office: 248'473-7777
Visa-Master cards accepted 

www.starmbutesfromlasvegas.com



Forever After Productions staging ‘A  Christmas Carol’

SUBMITTED
Ghosts of Christmas Present, Past and Future are played by Maura Doyle (South Lyon), Brandon 
Waldenmayer (Canton) and Shirley Auty (Canton) with Chris Plum as Scrooge (Plymouth).

Forever After Produc­
tions will perform “A  
Christmas Carol - The 
Musical" at the P A R C  in 
Plymouth, 650 Church 
St., with an opening 
Thursday, Dec. 1.

A  holiday classic that 
is great entertainment 
for the whole family, "A 
Christmas Carol - the 
Musical” is based on the 
Charles Dickens novel 
with music by Alan 
M e n k e  and poignant 
lyrics by Lynn Ahrens . 
The show tells the story 
of h o w  miserable old 
Ebenezer Scrooge jour­
neys back through his 
life with the help of the 
Ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present and Future 
and finally manages to 
recapture his Christmas 
spirit.

"This is definitely our 
favorite production of 
our season," said Shirley 
Auty, office adminis­
trator and Blind Old H a g  
in the play. " W e  love

having n e w  families join 
us for the holiday fun 
along with some super

cast members that return 
year after year!”

“A  Christmas Carol” is
composed of cast m e m ­
bers ages 6-75.

This is Forever After’s

fifth annual performance 
of the production. N e w  
this year is Chris Plum of 
Plymouth playing the 
role of Ebenezer 
Scrooge. His daughter 
Claire plays the role of 
Mr. Smythe’s daughter.

“I a m  thrilled to have 
the opportunity to play 
Scrooge with this tal­
ented cast but to have 
Claire in it as well makes 
it very special for me,” 
Chris Plum said. “Having 
played the role of Bill 
Sykes in ‘Oliver’ a few 
years ago, and a couple 
of years touring in the 
U K  I was somewhat fa­
miliar with the British 
accent but it’s been fun to 
revisit it.”

Familiar aspects of 
the show include the 
songs “Link by Link,” 
"Fezziwig’s Annual 
Christmas Ball” and 
“Christmas Together.” 
This show is suitable for 
all ages with something 
for everyone —  acting,

singing and choreogra­
phy from Dance Beat 
dancers.

Forever After Produc­
tions is a community 
theater company based 
in Plymouth. Since 2009, 
it has produced more 
than 45 full-stage m u ­
sical and dramatic pro­
ductions throughout 
metro Detroit, including 
the Power Center in Ann 
Arbor, The Berman Cen­
ter in West Bloomfield 
and The Village Theater 
in Canton.

General admission 
tickets are $10 and are 
currently on sale for all 
six performances: 7 p.m. 
Dec. 1; 7 p.m. Dec. 2; 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Dec. 3; 
and 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Dec. 4. B u y  tickets at the 
door, online at 
www.iheartforever 
after.com or by calling 
Shirley at Forever After 
Productions 734-547- 
5156.

Lawyers take pies in the face, 
challenge others to do the same

JUNFU HAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jerry Acker (left) attempts to put a pie in Berry Goodman's 
face.

Cyndi Corey (left) puts a pie in Elizabeth Rhodes' face.

Attorneys at South­
field-based Goodman 
Acker took a “whipping” 
last week, but it was all 
for a good cause.

G o o d m a n  Acker at­
torneys and staff are 
taking part in the #Whip- 
Cancer challenge, with a 
goal to help raise funds 
and awareness for pedi­
atric cancer.

One of out of five 
children diagnosed with 
childhood cancers have 
their lives cut far too 
short. G o o d m a n  Acker 
has joined the #Whip- 
Cancer challenge and all 
funds raised will go to 
the Pediatric Oncology 
department at the D M C  
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan in Detroit.

“Cancer is a disease 
that touches the lives of 
millions of people and 
their families. Our ef­

forts in the #WhipCancer 
challenge are a success if 
they help spread the 
message, support the

fight to block out child­
hood cancer and further 
groundbreaking re­
search,” senior partner

Jerry Acker said.
For those wanting to 

donate to the Pediatric 
Oncology department at 
the D M C  Children’s Hos­
pital of Michigan, please 
m a k e  checks payable to

C H M  Foundation, "oncol­
ogy’ on the subject line of 
check. Checks can be 
dropped off or mailed to 
the G o o d m a n  Acker, PC. 
office, attention Kathryn 
Kunst. Donations are

JUNFU HAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

tax-deductible.
The Children’s Hospi­

tal of Michigan Founda­
tion will mail out an ac­
knowledgment letter 
once the challenge is 
complete.
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Residents feel county response to 
residential water crisis is lacking

Maria Taylor
Correspondent

TVoy Anderson was 
standing on the basement 
landing, helping his wife 
with a load of laundry, 
when he first noticed the 
smell. A  smell like rotten 
eggs, coming from the 
washing machine.

As the water kept 
running, Anderson start­
ed feeling dizzy. Then he 
blacked out and fell down 
the stairs.

Anderson is allergic to 
sulfur and that smell —  
and the fall —  meant a 
trip to the hospital for 47 
stitches in his leg. One 
year later, he’s about 90 
percent recovered. But 
his water still smells like 
sulfur.

H e ’s not the only one 
in Farmington Hills with 
a water problem, either. 
Anderson lives in the 
Greencastle subdivision 
where, since last fall, 
residents have reported 
foul-smelling water, sedi­
ment in their tubs and 
toilets and black sludge 
coming out of their fau­
cets.

Residents in Green­
castle and neighboring 
areas are blaming their 
problems on an Oakland 
County tunnel project on 
Middlebelt, stretching 
from Interstate 696 to 13 
Mile Road. It’s an un­
derground storm drain, 
designed to reduce sewer 
overflows during heavy 
rainfall.

Ever since fall 2015, 
two million gallons of 
groundwater have been 
pumped out of the area 
each day so that con­
struction work can carry 
on. However, since the 
de-watering began, 
Greencastle residents 
have complained of wells 
drying up. A n d  m a n y  
w h o  do have water say

Resident Melanie Williams poses for a photo with a poster she made. S o m e  48 houses marked red are impacted.

it’s not safe to drink.
At first, a lot of them 

thought it was a fluke. 
D a n  McRoberts was 
taking a shower back in 
M a y  w h e n  the water 
suddenly stopped. The 
well had slowed to a 
trickle and the system 
had drained the holding 
tank dry.

McRoberts called the 
county and workers 
c a m e  out two weeks later 
and drilled another well. 
“They’re looking at 15 
gallons a minute for w a ­
ter flow, in order to call it 
a successful well,” he 
said. “It produced three

gallons a minute and it 
was salty.”

It took 2/2 months for 
him to get a crew out to 
dig another well. That 
one wasn’t m u c h  better 
—  and it was still salty. In 
the end, he ended up 
piggybacking off a coun­
ty water main in the next 
subdivision over, via a 
one-inch pipe called a 
spaghetti line.

At a city council meet­
ing last month, project 
manager Joel Brown said 
the county, in an attempt 
to mitigate the problem, 
has:

» Drilled 19 n e w  wells

for homeowners.
» Put four residents 

on temporary water 
tanks.

» Connected two 
homes to municipal w a ­
ter, with plans to add 
three more.

» Performed water 
quality testing.

Water Resources C o m ­
missioner Jim Nash took 
the brunt of the blame at 
that same meeting, even 
going so far as to hand 
out his cellphone number.

“If you’re going to 
blame someone, blame 
me,” Nash said, while 
giving out his cell n u m ­

ber. “It’s not the city’s 
fault.”

McRoberts is presi­
dent of the Greencastle 
homeowners association, 
so he’s been acting as the 
go-between for his neigh­
bors and the Oakland 
County Water Resources 
Commission. A  lot of the 
residents, himself in­
cluded, said they’ve been 
frustrated by delays. The 
project was supposed to 
be done in four months, 
but it’s dragged on for 
more than a year. And 
residents feel like the 
W R C  isn’t giving them 
the attention they de­

JUNFU HAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

serve.
“It seems like the only 

thing they (the W R C )  
care about is water flow 
—  if there’s water flow­
ing, it’s fine,” he said.

Greencastle residents 
would disagree. For some 
w h o ’ve had their water 
tested, the results are 
worrying: things like iron 
particles, sewage, traces 
of lead. N o w  they’re 
scared about living with 
water that’s contaminat­
ed.

K e n  Polk’s water test­
ed positive for two by-

See WATER, Page A6
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WATER
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products found in gaso­
line: ethylbenzene and 
xylene. Both amounts are 
below the E P A ’s stan­
dards, but the fact that 
they’re there at all gives 
him cause for concern. 
H e ’s been working with 
Joel Brown, project m a n ­
ager for the Middlebelt 
tunnel, and the project’s 
insurance lawyer, and, so 
far, he’s had nothing but 
positive things to say. His 
h o m e  will likely be get­
ting a carbon filtration 
system, which should 
keep the chemicals out.

Melanie Williams is 
secretary of the home- 
owners association. She’s 
heard all the complaints 
and she said Polk’s case 
is the exception, not the 
norm.

Justin Droste was the 
first to lose water pres­
sure, back in mid-Sep­
tember 2015. H e  ended 
up getting a n e w  well 
drilled, which he said has 
served him fine. That is, 
until two weeks ago, 
when a test for lead came 
back at twice the E P A ’s 
limit.

“M y  heart kind of 
stopped,” he said. “W e  
drink a lot of bottled 
water, but all m y  coffee 
is right from the tap” —  
not to mention things like 
showers, cooking, and 
washing dishes.

The n e w  well was 
drilled in January. “So 
anywhere from January 
until now, it could have 
b e e n ...” he said, trailing 
off.

Jeff Junttonen, w h o ’s 
lived in Greencastle for 
10 years, has a different 
problem: His well is con­
taminated with coliform, 
a bacteria found in hu­
m a n  waste.

Junttonen’s well failed 
when the water table was 
lowered for the tunnel 
project. So the W R C  dug 
it deeper. Fast forward 
about a year, and he 
started to have issues 
with water pressure, 
smell and sediment back­
ing up into the laundry. “I 
started to have gray 
socks, gray underwear,” 
he said. “They came back 
out and lowered the well 
again, subsequently 
c a m e  out and tested the 
water and they told m e  I 
had this coliform.”

A  couple of weeks ago, 
someone came out and 
put chlorine in the well, 
which was supposed to 
solve the coliform issue.
It didn’t. Now, he’s living 
off bottled water sup­
plied by the county.

M a n y  of his neighbors 
are, too. S o m e  eight or 10 
families have water 
tanks in their front 
yards, standing out stark­

ly white against the gray­
ish-brown brick of the 
houses. But that water 
isn’t safe for drinking.

“It comes from a fire 
hydrant, gets put into a 
water truck,” McRoberts 
said. “It’s brought in 
multiple times a week 
and fed into the seVeral- 
hundred-gallon tanks via 
a little hose. If you want 
to drink it, you have to 
boil it.”

S o m e  residents don’t 
want to use the tank w a ­
ter at all. One man, a 
91-year-old veteran, takes 
showers with bottled 
water. Anderson rinses 
dishes with bottled water 
after washing them, al­
though he still has to 
wash his clothes in well 
water. Soap doesn’t lath­
er up like it normally 
would, so he’s taken to 
using three times the 
normal amount of water 
softener. Even then, the 
clean clothes still smell 
bad.

Junttonen’s kids, ages 
5 and 15, w o n ’t take a 
shower or go anywhere 
near the water. Not so 
with pets, though, and he 
worries about the golden 
retriever puppy he got 
last year. “H e  had all this 
coccidian —  I had to take 
him in for several de- 
wormings,” he said.
While nothing can be 
proven, he said, "You just 
start to wonder.”

Rachel Kellert isn’t 
taking any chances. “W e  
brush our teeth with 
bottled water now,” she 
said. “W e  shower at our 
parents’ house. W e  go 
there to do laundry, cook 
food —  I’m  afraid.”

Kellert’s well failed 
last October and, since 
there was no water left, it 
started pumping up 
sludge and sediment. 
There was sludge in the 
pipes —  in the water

heater, coming out of the 
faucets. “It was c o m ­
pletely unlivable,” she 
said. Things got so bad 
that she and her husband 
A d a m  had to move to a 
hotel for 2/2 months while 
everything was replaced 
and a n e w  well was dug.

W h e n  the Kellerts 
returned, they still had to 
change their water fil­
ters every month, but 
they were glad to be 
home. Then Monday, it 
started to happen again: 
A d a m  turned on the 
shower and black water 
started coming out.

H e  grabbed his phone 
and m a d e  a video. It was 
8:25 a.m. “I was flipping 
out,” he said. “It’s scary 
s— .”

The blackness in the 
water comes and goes, he 
said. H e  flipped on the 
tub faucet to demon­
strate. At first, the water 
seemed clear enough.
But as the tub filled, 
black grains started to 
cluster around the drain 
and at the top of the w a ­
ter level. Within minutes, 
a stench like rotting eggs 
filled the bathroom.
A d a m  said the water 
tastes really bad —  bitter 
and sour.

Out in the Kellerts’ 
front yard, the p u m p  
that’s causing all the 
problems stands promi­
nently near the front 
walk, about 15 feet from 
the house. Further to­
ward the street is a long 
patch of dirt. That’s 
where all the sludge 
from the first well was 
pumped last year, m a k ­
ing a pile some two feet 
deep. “They had to pen it 
in,” he said. “It left little 
stones all over.” N o w  
grass w o n ’t grow there.

The Kellerts’ property 
isn’t the only landscape 
affected. At Lisa A m ­
m a n ’s house, the front

and back yards are both 
t o m  up, along with her 
garden. Droste’s 30- by 
50-foot backyard pond 
has dried up into a giant 
empty pit. One w o m a n  
had to take her house off 
the market because it 
wouldn’t sell.

D o w n  the street from 
her house, a row of big, 
round cement fixtures 
and a line of stakes mark 
the spot for a n e w  partial 
water main. Around the 
corner, a dozen or so long 
black pipes, the size of 
telephone poles, lay 
stacked at the edge of the 
road. A n d  all across the 
subdivision, yards are 
dotted with six- or eight- 
foot pits —  some roped 
off with orange fencing, 
some open.

At McRoberts’ house, 
a white sandwich-board 
sign near the driveway 
has a message for resi­
dents: “IF Y O U  A R E  
STILL H A V I N G  ISSUES 
L E T  U S  K N O W ” A n d  on 
the reverse: “W R I T E  A  
L E T T E R  W I T H  Y O U R  
C O N C E R N S - P U T  IT 
IN M Y  M A I L B O X  O R  
EMAIL.”

It’s been out for 15 
months.

S o m e  residents, like 
Williams, are calling it a 
crisis. For her and her 
husband, as well as for 
A d a m  and Rachel Kel­
lert, the inconvenience 
has gone way past taking 
a shower or brushing 
your teeth.

Both couples want to 
start families. But their 
doctors have told them to 
put that decision on hold. 
“N o w  w e ’re terrified 
about that,” Rachel Kel­
lert said. “A  lot of the 
things w e  read about that 
cause miscarriages... 
some of them w e  have.”

Williams agrees with 
her. “At this point, this 
project has caused so

m u c h  stress and so m u c h  
frustration and loss of 
peace of mind and now 
it’s affecting our per­
sonal lives,” she said.
"It’s not O K  to have to 
put our lives on hold 
because (Oakland County 
Water Resources C o m ­
missioner) Jim Nash and 
his planning crew didn’t 
have our safety in mind.”

Like her, other Green­
castle residents are w o n ­
dering: W h y  here?

“W e ’ve got (Inter­
state) 696. W h y  couldn’t 
they have put this along a 
freeway?” A m m a n  said. 
“I don’t understand it. 
(I-)275 was torn u p ... 
they could have put it 
under 275. They reassure 
m e  they’re going to clean 
up the whole mess, but it 
seems to m e  every time 
they try to fix something, 
they destroy something 
else.”

They’re also upset that 
the county w o n ’t say that 
their problems stem 
from the de-watering.

"They’ll accept that 
the process is causing 
wells to go dry, but they 
w o n ’t accept the fact that 
the de-watering is caus­
ing these other prob­
lems,” Anderson said.
The W R C ’s insurance 
lawyer, for example, sent 
Anderson a letter stating 
there’s no proof that his 
fall was a direct result of 
the de-watering, some­
thing Anderson found 
“incredible.”

McRoberts and Wil­
liams have been keeping 
tally of the problems via 
a color-coded m a p  of the 
subdivision. Of the 84 
total homes, 48 have had 
their water impacted. 
Eleven want tests done,
14 are already on spa­
ghetti lines and four are 
waiting for a n e w  partial 
water main that will 
bring them county water.

Residents would like 
to see that water main 
extended to bring county 
water to the entire sub­
division, rather than 
tackling problems on a 
case-by-case basis. 
They’ve showed up to 
Farmington Hills City 
Council meetings and 
Oakland County Board of 
Commissioners meetings 
to plead their case.

They’re also frustrat­
ed by what they see as a 
lack of communication 
on the part of the county. 
“(The W R C )  don’t know 
the answers themselves,” 
McRoberts said. “They 
didn’t know anything 
since day one.” Origi­
nally, he said, the county 
thought only six houses 
would be affected. “They 
decided to m a k e  the main 
shorter, so they obviously 
know it isn’t working,” he 
said. “It doesn’t take an 
expert to realize they 
screwed up.”

McRoberts is annoyed 
at Nash in particular, 
citing long waits for test 
results and what he and 
his neighbors call a wait- 
and-see attitude. “One of 
our biggest things is, 
(Nash) says that every­
thing is resolved,” M c R o ­
berts said. “Being on 
temporary tanks is not a 
resolution. Having peo­
ple without test results is 
not a resolution.”

Several Farmington 
Hills council members 
have called for action 
and Oakland County 
Commissioner Bill 
D w y e r  introduced a reso­
lution in late October 
pressing the W R C  to act 
quickly in completing the 
project.

For its part, the W R C  
contends it has acted in 
good faith by drilling 
n e w  wells and providing 
temporary water tanks to 
residents, connecting 
homes to the municipal 
water system and testing 
for water quality.

McRoberts accused 
the W R C  of putting its 
insurance company’s 
bottom line over the 
safety of the residents.

“At this time, they do 
not want to spend any 
more money than they 
have to," McRoberts 
said.

“To install a water 
main and hook up every­
one is estimated to be $2 
million. The Oakland 
County general fund 
budget is over $400 mil­
lion. If you really think 
about it, it’s just a drop in 
the bucket; $2 million to 
m a k e  sure that 85 homes 
have safe, clean drinking 
water?”

Williams put it more 
succinctly: “I really can’t 
believe that the lives of 
Oakland County resi­
dents aren’t worth more 
than the cost of extend­
ing the line.”
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multi-line phone and schedule appts. 
_ South Lvon area 
Fox resume: 248-43/-0I15

RN, L P N  or M A  
Dermatology practice In Ann Arbor 

th area Is
in <

lymouth area Is seeking 
motivated: RN, L P N  or M A

Dermatology exp'd. preferred 
Salary commensurate with 
experience. Excellent benefit 
package Including 401K.

No Weekends/No Evenings. 
a2demrdaol.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  S A L E S  
O P P O R T U N I T Y

ion
Rapidly Expanding Real Estate 

Market Start Earning Commissions 
Right Away.

•Own Your O w n  Practice
•Be Your Own Boss 

Your Schedule 
•You Determine Your Income

•Work
• Bonus Programs 

•Health/Llfe/Dlsoblllty/ Retirement 
• Full Time Support Staff
P A T  R Y A N ,  R E A L T O R  

(734) 591-9200
PatRyandRealEstatoOnc.com

Find your 
new job 
HERE!

Get results. 
Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

unlockvourpotential 4
/ /

800-579-7355oeads@hometownllfe.com

employersmeetemployees 
ip the > O&Eclassifieds

IPUT YOUR MOUSE TO WORK

PLACE A N  At) IN THE 
OBSERVER &  ECCENTRIC 

CLASSIFIERS
www.hometownlife.com



November Livonia veteran of the month
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PICASA
Alan Berry w a s  honored as Veteran of the M on th  by the Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 32.

Alan Berry, Vietnam/ 
Desert Storm/Gulf War 
Era veteran of Livonia, 
was honored as the N o ­
vember 2016 “Veteran of 
the Month” by the Sons 
of the American Legion, 
Squadron 32, of the M y ­
ron H. Beals American 
Legion Post 32 in Livonia.

Alan Berry served a 
total of 23 years in the 
service from 1961 to 1997. 
H e  was born in Watseka, 
111., and moved to Cali­
fornia when he was 6. H e  
was living in Walnut 
Creek, Calif., in 1961 
when he turned 18. Con­
gress passed the Reserve 
Forces Act of 1955 with 
the aim of improving 
National Guard and Fed­
eral Reserve Component 
readiness. It mandated a 
six-year service commit­
ment, in a combination of 
reserve and active duty 
time.

Alan’s father told him 
that it would be better to 
sign-up rather than be 
drafted as he could pick 
his branch of service. H e  
went to the N a v y  recruit­
ment and signed up for 
the N a v y  Reserves and 
was told to be back to the 
recruitment office at 7:30 
the next morning. As 
soon as he arrived at the 
center he was put on a 
train to C a m p  Nimitz in 
San Diego for 6 weeks of 
basic training. H e  was 
then assigned to the 
U.S.S. Dixie AD-14 as 
part of the deck force 
and honor guard.

The U.S.S Dixie was a 
Cruiser Destroyer Ten­
der. It was 530 feet long 
and had a crew of more • 
than 1,250. It contained 
all the manuals and parts 
to repair any Cruiser or 
Destroyer in the Pacific 
fleet. F r o m  February to 
June of 1961 she was at 
Mare Island N a v y  Ship­
yard near Vallejo, Calif., 
for a complete facelift 
with a n e w  Helicopter 
flight deck and hanger as 
well as parts and m a n ­
uals to be able to repair 
the latest weapon sys­
tems.

Alan joined the U.S.S. 
Dixie 1961 as she pre­
pared to assume the du­

ties of flagship for C o m ­
mander Cruiser Destroy­
er Forces U S  Pacific 
Fleet. In February 1962 
she departed San Diego 
for 8 months duty in the 
Western Pacific. While in 
the Pacific they earned 
the Combat Efficiency 
A w a r d  when they set a 
record by simultaneously 
refueling by high-lining 
two destroyers at sea.

“It was quite an ac­
complishment and w e  
were all relieved and 
proud when it was over,” 
recalled Alan. O n  Feb. 20 
they were sent to rescue 
a 34 foot sailboat 180 
miles south of Tokyo in 14 
foot seas with 50 knot 
winds. Alan was on watch 
at 6:30 a.m. when he spot­
ted the sailboat.

“I could see the flick­
ering of his signal mirror, 
he had been adrift for 14 
days.” said Alan, “It took 
us three hours to get him 
aboard.” They returned 
to San Diego in Septem­
ber 1962 w h e n  she was 
relieved by her sister 
ship U.S.S. Prairie AD-15. 
Alan served out the rest 
of his time in San Diego 
and was on the ships 
basketball team. In Feb­
ruary 1963 Alan finished 
his 2 years of active ser­
vice, was then put on the 
Active Status List and 
returned to his job at 
Kaiser Gypsum.

In 1976 Alan was laid 
off from his job at A C E  
Hardware’s Warehouse. 
His wife was 9 months 
pregnant and he had no

job. Distraught, he knew 
he had to do something 
and fast. H e  went to the 
Air Force recruitment 
center to discuss his 
options. The recruiter 
told him that he could 
join the A.F. Reserves 
and did not have to go to 
basic training again. H e  
joined and was assigned 
to TVavis AFB, only an 
hour from where he 
lived. H e  wanted to be a 
Mechanic but was as­
signed to a Field Mainte­
nance Squadron. Alan 
spent the next 21 years in 
the reserves. Every 
month he spent a week­
end at TVavis A F B  and he 
spent 2 weeks each year 
at different Air Force 
bases all over the world 
relieving base personnel

in field operation.
“I was very fortunate 

and spent time at bases 
in Hawaii, Spain, G e r m a ­
ny, Philippines, Korea 
and Japan,” Alan c o m ­
mented, “W e  basically 
ran the base by taking 
care of scheduling and 
loading of cargo and 
passengers.” In early 
1991 Alan joined a re­
serve unit that was sent 
to Tinker A F  Base, Okla­
h o m a  City, Oklahoma to 
assist in moving a large 
amount of armament and 
supplies to Riyadh and 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia in 
support of Desert Storm. 
“All the supplies had to 
be manifested, sorted 
and shipped ASAP", not­
ed Alan, “the base was 
run mostly by civilians

and the stuff was just 
sitting there and no one 
was moving it.”

In 1996 Alan signed up 
for 90 days of active duty 
and was sent to Bosnia.
H e  was a Tech. Sergeant 
and was supervising the 
loading of a 9,500 pound 
pallet of supplies when 
the pallet got stuck in the 
cargo bay opening. H e  
was inside the plane’s 
cargo bay when the pal­
let broke loose and 
trapped his foot between 
the pallet and a roller 
rail. All the toes on his 
foot were broken and his 
foot was smashed. Alan 
spent 3 months in rehab. 
H e  returned to duty and 
spent the next year at 
TVavis AFB. H e  was hon­
orably discharged from 
the Air Force in 1997.

Alan’s wife was from 
Michigan and they 
moved to Canton, Dear­
born and finally Livonia 
where he has lived for 
the past 16 years. Alan 
retired from McKesson 
Pharmaceutical in 2008. 
H e  has 2 children and 10 
grandchildren. H e  has 
been a m e m b e r  of A m e r ­
ican Legion Post 32 since 
2009.

Alan was interviewed 
by members of the S.A.L. 
Veteran of the Month 
Committee. A  D V D  was 
made of the interview 
and shown at the N o v e m ­
ber S.A.L. membership 
meeting. Alan attended 
the meeting and was 
given a standing ovation 
for his service. A  plaque 
was presented to Alan 
from Livonia TVophy 
with his picture and ser­
vice information. A n  
additional plaque was 
also put on display in the 
vestibule of the A m e r ­
ican Legion Hall.

The S.A.L. invites 
local residents to attend 
their monthly meetings 
to listen to the Veteran of 
the Month. The public is 
also encouraged and to 
nominate veterans to be 
honored at its meetings. 
Nomination forms can be 
picked up at the A m e r ­
ican Legion Hall, 9318 
Newburgh Road, Livonia.

Meeting this Thursday to discuss 
Ann Arbor Road construction

Check us out on the W e b  every 
day at hometownlife.com

David Veselenak
hometownl ife.com

The state of Michigan 
is running out of trun­
klines in Livonia on 
which to do construction. 
The organization will 
hold a meeting Dec. 1 to 
discuss its next project 
within the city, recon­
struction of part of Old 
M-14 between Newburgh 
and Market.

The Michigan Depart­
ment of TVansportation 
will hold an information­
al meeting regarding the 
work along parts of Ann 
Arbor Road and Ply­
mouth Road, which is 
part of Old M-14,4-7 p.m. 
Dec. 1 at Livonia City 
Hall, 33000 Civic Center 
Dr. The meeting is open 
to anyone interested in 
the project and will also 
include a presentation at 
6 p.m.

The proposed work 
will consist of the recon­
struction of the road in 
that area and will also 
include:

» Adding right-turn 
lanes on Newburgh Road 

» Replacing the Old 
M-14 bridge over the 
Middle Rouge River and 
the Hines Drive bridge 
over Old M-14 

» A  n e w  sidewalk 
along the west side of Old 
M-14, from Newburgh 
Road to Plymouth Road 

» A  paved pathway 
connecting the Old M-14 
sidewalk and Hines 
Drive pathway

There was no word on 
when work on the road or 
bridges would begin. Old 
M-14 consists of Ply­
mouth Road from Tele­
graph to the A n n  Arbor 
Road/Plymouth Road 
fork in Livonia. It con­
tinues along A n n  Arbor

Road to the W a y n e  Coun­
ty/Washtenaw County 
border at Napier Road.

M D O T  has done a lot 
of projects in the Livonia 
area recently: resurfac­
ing of Plymouth Road 
took place from Farming- 
ton to Market in 2012 and 
Interstate 96 from Tele­
graph in Redford T o w n ­
ship to Newburgh in 
Livonia was reconstruct­
ed in 2014. W o r k  crews 
also recently completed 
construction on 1-275 
through Livonia and 
Farmington Hills this 
past summer.

In addition, work is 
planned to take place 
along Plymouth Road 
from Telegraph to Far­
mington in 2017 for re­
surfacing.
dveselenak
Qhometownlife.com
248-408-3323

A  Trinity Senior Living Community
Every Life is Sacred

Call (248) 474-7204
today and receive 

a FREE lunch 
with your tour!

• Paid utilities (water, 
heat, air conditioning, 
electricity, etc.)

• E m e r g e n c y  medical 
p e n d a n t

29250 West Ten Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48336

www.SanctuaryatMarianOakland.org

P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  N O T I C E  
C I T Y  O F  P L Y M O U T H ,  M I C H I G A N  

C I T Y  H A L L ,  2 0 1  S. M A I N  
W E D N E S D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  14, 2 0 1 6  

7:00 P M  
(734) 453-1234

PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
RELATED TO: RT-1. RM-1. A N D  RM-2:
1. Article II. Definitions.

Sec. 78-21, Definitions,
2. Article XVII. Schedule of Regulations.

Sec. 78-190, Limiting Height, Bulk, Density, and Area by Zoning District 
Sec. 78-191, Notes to Schedule

All interested persons are invited to attend. ___________ = = = = = = = = =
In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will 
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, 
to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by 
writing or calling the following:

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, Michigan 48170
_________________________ (734)453-1234, Ext. 206_________________________

Published: Sunday, November 27,2016 iooooqximo Ji

R E D F O R D  T H E A T R E
Enjoy our 1928 Barton Theatre Organ played 30 min, before each show

- W i n e
^ J i r i s i m a s
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Conned Food Collection for
St. Christliw's Soup Kitchen l Pantry

SATURDAY NIGHT ONLY
T h e  Casali H o l i d a y  D a n c e r s  

Perform!
Fri. Dec. 2 • 8 p m  Fri. D e c e m b e r  9 • 8 p m

S.nt. Dec. 3 • 2 p m  &  8 p m  Snt. D e c e m b e r  10 • 8 p m  
Tickets - $5.00 Tickets - S5.00

l F R E E  T J
: S M A L L  P O P  ^ f

GSGMinil (gJECfl
PfrTV, RryraTTf>rT7 <W) o ££h d

(313) 537.
No CopUs • Exp. 12/31/16 B u y  tickets online at redfordtheatre.com



W A Y N E  COUNTY EVENTS CALENDAR
Toys &  Trains: 
Railroadiana

The Ss. Simon and 
Jude Ushers’ Club will 
sponsor a buy-and-swap 
Railroadiana IVain Show 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sun­
day, Nov. 27, at the Ss. 
Simon &  Jude Catholic 
Church Social Hall, 32500 
Palmer Road, between 
Merriman and Venoy 
Roads, Westland.

There will be approxi­
mately 100 dealer tables 
available. The cost is $10 
for an 8-foot table. Deal­
er set up is 9 a.m. on the 
day of the show, and 
complimentary coffee 
and doughnuts will be 
available for dealers 
until 10:30 a.m. Food will 
also be available to the 
public. Admission is $2 
per person and $4 per 
family. Parking is free.

For more information, 
call Bob at 734-728-1247 
or N o r m  at 734-595-8327.
Vintage toy s h o w

A  vintage toy show is 
set for 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Sunday Nov. 27, at 
Livonia Elks Hall, 31117 
Plymouth Road. Admis­
sion is $5; kids under 12 
are free. Items m a y  in­
clude Hot Wheels, comic 
books, games, non-sport 
cards, Star TYek, Star 
Wars, music memorabil­
ia, posters, Records, 
autographs, beer and pop 
Items, GI Joes, and m u c h  
more. For more informa­
tion, call Jacquie at 586- 
329-8213.
Stuff a S W A T  truck

The Westland Police 
are assisting the West- 
land Goodfellows with 
their “N o  Child without a 
Christmas” by holding a 
“Stuff a S W A T  TVuck” 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday, 
Nov. 27, at the Target 
store, 35401 Warren Road 
in Westland. The goal is 
to fill an entire Swat 
truck with presents for 
children in need during 
this holiday season. Stop 
by and help fill the truck 
with gifts for children 
that might otherwise be 
without.
Detox your h o m e

Jennifer Kelly will 
offers personal and home

cleaning products for a 
healthier h o m e  and life at 
“Detox Your H o m e ” at 1 
p.m., Monday, Nov. 28, at 
Livonia Alfred Noble 
Library, 32901 Plymouth 
Road, Livonia.
Christmas tour

Livonia’s 28th annual 
Christmas Walk/Home 
Tbur, sponsored by the 
Friends of Greenmead, 
will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
3. Tickets are $10 or $9 in 
advance and are avail­
able at Greenmead His­
torical Park, Livonia City 
Hall (Community R e ­
sources, 5th Floor), all 
Livonia public libraries, 
or from any m e m b e r  of 
the Friends of Green­
mead. The tour will fea­
ture four private homes, 
St. M a r y ’s Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, and 
the Simmons/Hill House 
and the A.J. Geer store 
on the Greenmead 
grounds.(Start your walk 
at Greenmead.) All pro­
ceeds benefit the restora­
tion of Greenmead His­
torical Park. For more 
information, call 248-477- 
7375.
After work with the 
Rep

State Rep. Leslie Love, 
D-Detroit, will host her

"After Work with the 
Rep” to provide people 
with 9-to-5 work sched­
ules an opportunity to 
meet with her and get 
legislative updates. This 
is the final legislative 
update of the year. The 
event is scheduled for 5-7 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 5, at 
Michno’s Cate, 25524 
Five Mile Road in Red- 
ford Township. Refresh­
ments will be provided.
Jazz at the Elks

Jazz @  The Elks pre­
sents an all female group, 
Straight Ahead, from 7-10 
p.m. 'Riesday, Nov. 29, at 
the Plymouth Ann Arbor 
Elks Lodge 325,41700 
A n n  Arbor Road, Ply- 
mouth.The band’s sound 
ranges from mainstream 
jazz, contemporary jazz, 
Latin and jazzy hip-hop. 
The group is led by M a r ­
ion Hayden on bass with 
Gayelynn McKinney on 
drums, Alina Moore on 
keys, and Kymberli 
Wright on vocals.

Jazz@the Elks is on 
the last Riesday of the 
month. There is a $10 
donation at the door, 
which includes hors 
d ’oeuvres. Enjoy jazz in a 
listening room setting 
close to the entertainers.

For more informa­
tion,call 734-453-1780 or

visit
www.plymouthannarbor 
elks325.com or email 
jazzat-
theelks@gmail.com.
LPS Foundation 
luncheon

W D I V - T V  news an­
chor Devin Scillian is the 
keynote speaker at the 
seventh annual Livonia 
Public Schools Education 
Foundation luncheon set 
for noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Riesday, Nov. 29, at St. 
M a r y ’s Cultural and Ban­
quet Center, 18100 Merri­
m a n  Road, north of Six 
Mile, Livonia. Tickets are 
$50 each or $500 for a 
table of 10. Tickets m a y  
be purchased through 
PayPal at
www.LPSFoundation.org 
or by check, payable to 
LPS Education Founda­
tion, 15125 Farmington 
Road, Livonia. The lun­
cheon host is W J R  sports 
director Steve Courtney.
Art of Giving sale

The Farber Soul Cen­
ter hosts the "Art of Giv­
ing Holiday Sale” at the 
center, 5586 Drake Road 
in West Bloomfield, from 
6-9 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
8. A  “donor preview” 
runs from 5-6 p.m. with 
the sale starting at 6 p.m.

Soul Studio’s inaugural 
holiday sale is an art 
lover’s shopping event, 
featuring amazing art 
and merchandise for 
your gift season. The 
studio will be filled with 
unique and original 
works of art, prints, ce­
ramics and weavings.
Get a first look at n e w  
works for sale and a 
sneak preview at current 
works under construc­
tion.

In addition to selected 
n e w  artworks, you’ll find 
a remarkable assortment 
of n e w  Soul Studio prod­
ucts and merchandise 
including prints, posters, 
greeting cards, tee shirts, 
water bottles, sketch­
books, tote bags, and 
more - ail featuring the 
artwork of our over 50 
studio artists.
Ladywood 5K 
fundraiser

Ladywood High 
School will host a c o m ­
munity wide 5 K  to raise 
funds for scholarships, at 
9 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 10. 
The 5 K  includes an ex­
clusive route and beauti­

ful scenery on the 
grounds behind Lady­
wood High School in 
Livonia. Registration 
cost for the run/walk, is 
$30 for adults, $25 for 
students, $15 for kids 12 
and under, and kids 5 and 
under are free. To re­
ceive a free T-shirt, all 
registrations should be in 
by Nov. 29. To register 
online, print a paper 
registration, and/or learn 
more about the 5K, 
please visit 
ladywood.org/campus 
-lif e/blaze-trail-5k-f un 
-runwalk/. If your busi­
ness is interested in 
sponsorship opportuni­
ties, please call D a w n  
Conn at 734-591-1544 
x237.
Mike M o d a n o  Ice 
Arena open

Stop by and check out 
the n e w  and newly reno­
vated locker rooms and 
the other significant 
improvements at the 
Mike Modano Ice Arena. 
Open skates will be ev­
ery Riesday and Thurs­
day from 2:30-3:20 p.m. 
The ever popular glow 
skate will be held every 
Friday from 7-9:20 p.m. 
Timbits can learn to play 
hockey every Saturday 
morning from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:20 p.m. and anyone 
can come get skating 
lessons Mondays from 5- 
5:50 p.m., Fridays from 
6-6:50 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10:30-11:20 a.m. 
There are adult drop in 
times every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 
1-2:50 p.m. Ice is avail­
able to rent after 10 p.m. 
for $150/hour.
Livonia Towne Club

The Livonia Tbwne 
Club, a nonprofit w o m ­
en’s organization bring­
ing together w o m e n  for 
social interaction meets 
the fourth Thursday of 
each month September 
through M a y  (except in 
November and D e c e m ­
ber when it’s held on the 
second Thursday).

The club meets for 
lunch and a program at 
different restaurants in 
Livonia and surrounding 
areas. The program 
could be an informative 
speaker, bingo, fashion 
show, music entertain­
ment and more. The next 
luncheon is Dec. 2 with 
entertainment from a 
local accordion musician.

For more information, 
call Vicki at 734-591-3254 
for more information.
Franklin High library 
teen book fair

The high school li­
brary will have a book 
fair Dec. 9-13 at Barnes &  
Noble, 17111 Haggerty, 
Northville Township. 
Teens are encouraged to 
participate in the Harry 
Potter Magical Holiday 
Ball - dressed in a favor­
ite character - and dance 
until you drop. The store 
and cafe will be open. A  
percentage of Barnes &  
Noble sales will benefit 
the Franklin High School 
library. If you can’t make 
it and wish to donate, go 
to bn.com/bookfairs Dec. 
9-13. Enter Bookfair 
ID12026894 at checkout.
Holiday Harmonies

The Harmonytown 
Chorus will perform 
“Holiday Harmonies,” its 
eighth annual Christmas 
show at 3 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 11, at the Livonia 
Public Library Audi­
torium, on Five Mile, east 
of Farmington Road. This 
year’s show has an al­
phabetical treatment the 
chorus celebrates the 
Christmas season from A  
toZ.

Tickets are $6 for 
adults; $3 for students 
12-18; children 12 and 
younger are free. To 
purchase tickets go to 
WeSingBarbershop.com 
or call 734-743-1764.
Broomstick Pool 
Tourney fundraiser

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 32 will 
host a Broomstick Pool 
Tournament Fundraiser 
beginning at noon, Sat­
urday, Dec. 17, at the 
Myron H. Beals Post 32, 
9318 Newburgh Road, 
Livonia. The cost is $10 
per entrant, with a light 
lunch included. Register 
by calling Jerry “mouse” 
Lundquist 248-310-1775, 
The public is welcome.
N e w  Year's Eve 
Party!

Celebrate the N e w  
Year at beginning at 7 
p.m., Dec. 31, at the A M  
Vets Memorial Hall, 1217 
Merriman Road, West- 
land. The cost is $30 each 
or $50 per couple. The 
ticket includes dinner, 
dancing, pizza snack at 
midnight, and one bottle 
of champagne per table 
at midnight.

Tickets available at 
A M V E T S  Post 171, 734- 
765-0716.
T o w n  Hall speakers

The Livonia R ) w n  Hall 
has announced speakers 
for its 52nd season:

» Jan. 18: Writer Doug 
Stanton, w h o  will relate 
his writing on travel 
adventures and political 
pieces from national 
publications.

» March 15: Best­
selling author Denise 
Kiemanwill discuss how 
she wrote “The Girls of 
the Atomic City.”

Tickets are $150 for 
the season, which in­
cludes lunch and lecture, 
or $180 for priority seat­
ing. Programs are held at 
10:30 a.m. at St. M a r y ’s 
Cultural Center, 18100 
Merriman, in Livonia.
Call 734-751-1898 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.for tickets.

Wayne
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H *4 Hospital
L i Full Service Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M. i Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals 
“ U Road “'te'i'V Se™ “  at a" Affortable Price"

Westland, MI 48186 I M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5

F R E E ! F R E E !________   n
| OFFICE VISIT/COMPLETE! j HEARTWORM TEST j■ PHYSlfAT FYAM ■■ with purchase of 12 Month I I I Heartworm Preventative

N o t  valid w i t h  a n y  other oilers. W i t h  coupon.

i $77 ir
[VACCINE PACKAGE-DogsJ [
(I Wellness Exam • Distemper/Parvo Combo j! [j 

Lepto • Bordetella • Fecal Test 
Heartworm Test • Rabies (lYear)

N o t  valid w i t h  a n y  other oilers. W i t h  c o u p o n .

$ 4 0
VACCINE PACKAGEDogs & Cats

Wellness Exam • Fecal Test 
Distemper Combo • Deworming

N o t  valid w i t h o n ^ U i c ^ D c r ^ W i t h c o u p o n .  j

S P A Y  • N E U T E R  • D E N T A L  • SPECIAL OFFERS 
B O A R D I N G  &  G R O O M I N G  • R E A S O N A B L E  RATES

o  o

m. f m m m n  M m m w

C R A F T  
S H O W

Saturday, Dec. 3rd • 9 a m  - 4 p m
SE corner of Lilley & Cherry Hill • Canton fW|&frtr*| 

LUNCH AVAILABLE • BAKE SALE 
Admission $2.00 • Under 12 Free . _ 

Craftshow@abecket.org • www.abecket.org 0 '

CANTON

CANTON.HUNTINGTONHELPS.COM
M A K E  THIS Y O U R  BEST SCHOOL YEAR EVER
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Kaylee Diehl greets her dad, Sgt. Michael Diehl, just back from Iraq.

Westland soldier surprises 
daughters at school

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Sgt. Michael Diehl 
walked briskly past the 
rows of elementary 
school students clapping 
for him Thesday after­
noon at Schweizer Ele­
mentary School in West- 
land. H e  was looking 
forward to a big family 
reunion with his daugh­
ters, w h o m  he had not 
seen this past year.

“I haven’t seen them 
in a while,” said Diehl, 
w h o  has spent the better 
part of the last year de­
ployed to the Middle East 
with the U.S. Army. “I 
missed them.”

Educators at the 
school on Glenwood, 
along with Diehl’s wife 
Ashley, organized the 
surprise appearance by 
Diehl at the school Tues­
day afternoon. A  banner 
welcoming Diehl, who 
also attended Schweizer, 
hung outside the main 
doors and m a n y  students 
and family m e m b e r s  at 
the school lined up out­
side and in the hallway to 
greet him before he sur­
prised his two children, 
including one w h o  is in 
kindergarten at the 
school.

During a lesson on 
leadership in his daugh­
ter Kaylee’s classroom, 
he walked through the 
door when the teacher 
began talking about lead­
ership with m e m b e r s  of 
the military. She grabbed 
on and hugged him for 
several moments before 
she and her classmates 
went across the hallway 
to perform a mini-con- 
cert for Diehl.

Michael Diehl said he 
will be on leave for a few 
days until after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. H e  
said he’ll then return to 
Fort Campbell.

Kristen Brickey, the 
principal at Schweizer, 
said she hadn’t seen 
something like the visit 
during her time at the 
school and said it was a 
unique experience to see.

" W e ’ve both been here 
for five years and noth­
ing like this has hap­
pened,” she said.

Ashley Diehl said she 
had spoken with her 
oldest daughter’s teacher,

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Kaylee Diehl has big hugs for dad, Sgt. Michael Diehl.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sgt Michael Diehl enters the school he attended as a child to meet his daughter Kaylee Diehl, a 
kindergarten student at Schweitzer Elementary. idea of surprising her.” 

A n d  Michael Diehl’s 
daughter wasn’t the only 

Meredith Bylo, w h o  c a m e  one surprised: he said he 
up with the idea of sur- wasn’t expecting all the 
prising Kaylee with a fanfare when he arrived 
visit from her dad after to the school with the 
his deployment to Iraq. students all waiting for 

"It was just complete him in the hallway. It was 
excitement,” she said. "It something, he admitted, 
was actually her teacher that he wasn’t used to. 
w h o  started putting this "I normally don’t like

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Kaylee Diehl and her dad, Sgt. Michael Diehl, reconnect. 
Three-year-old E m m a ,  overwhelmed by the event, goes back 
to the arms of m o m  Ashley Diehl.
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*27,995
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N O W  O N L Y
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Bucket Seats 
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• Keyless Entry
• Multi-Zone A/C
• Only 1,040 miles
N O W  O N L Y
s31,995

Check It Out!
2013 Lincoln 
Navigator 
Ultimate 4WD
• Multi-Zone A / C
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N O W  ONLY
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select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. S e e  Varsity Lincoln for details. Price does 
not include tax. title, license a n d  dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. S e e  Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers e n d  11/30/16.
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PREP GIRLS BAS K E T B A L L  P R E V I E W  - PART 1It’s Young’s town now at Salem
As upbeat veteran coach takes over Rocks, h e ’s 
glad to have trio of senior captains helping him

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

D a n  Young jumped around the Salem 
High School gymnasium with unbound­
ed joy and enthusiasm during his n e w  
team’s practice.

There were uptempo drills and plen­
ty of two-way conversations as the new 
Salem varsity girls basketball coach 
and his players get to k n o w  each other 
ahead of the 2016-17 season. The Rocks 
open Wednesday at Farmington Hills 
Mercy.

“I know w e  have really good teams

w e  have to play against,” Young said. “I 
don’t k n o w  h o w  w e ’re going to stack up 
until w e  start playing them. W e ’re going 
to focus on us and get good.”

It’s been two decades since Young 
coached high school girls basketball, 
although he was at the helm of boys 
hoop teams at Westland John Glenn as 
recently as 2013-14.

“I coached girls with Bob Blohm 
back when I was the Canton boys coach 
back in the 90s (when girls and boys 
seasons alternated),” Young said. "But I

See ROCKS, Page B2

PREP GIRLS B A S K E T B A L L  P R E V I E W  - PART 1JUMPING INTO THE FRAY
Trio of tough 

non-conference foes 
await Chiefs, but Hult 
and other seniors ready

Tim Smith
Hometownltfe.com

i
There is no easing into a n e w  season 

with the Canton Chiefs varsity girls 
basketball team, and that’s just fine 
with senior co-captain Erin Hult.

Hult and the Chiefs open with what 
coaches are labeling a “Tttple Threat 
Week,” with games at 5:30 p.m. Monday 
at Detroit Cass Tech, 7 p.m. Tbesday at 
h o m e  against Birmingham Marian and 
7 p.m. Thursday at Detroit King.

“I think it’s obviously going to be a 
challenge right away,” Hult said. “But 
by the time districts comes around 
again, w e ’re already going to be pre­
pared.

“A n d  it will be easier for us to excel 
in our division because w e ’ll have al­
ready played such hard teams. Playing 
the harder competition makes it easier 
to beat easier teams.”

Canton second-year head coach Rob 
Heitmeyer said it is part of the process 
to get it going with such a tough sched­
ule.

“W e  very m u c h  want to learn from 
those six non-conference games that w e  
play to start the season,” Heitmeyer 
said. “I recall one year at Salem, work­
ing on Fred T h o m a n n ’s staff. W e  went 
1-6 to start the season with an incredibly 
tough schedule. That year w e  ended up 
winning the K L A A . ”
They're primed

The Chiefs do have a quartet of ex­
cellent senior leaders to lean on during 
the week and beyond in shooting guard 
Hult (who averaged 15 points per g a m e  
in 2015-16, when Canton w o n  the K L A A  
South Division and finished 17-5), guard 
Brianna Finn, forward Madison Wolf- 
bauer and forward S a m  Mattern.

“I’m  really excited for the season 
because w e  have seven seniors, so expe­
rience wise w e ’re very experienced,” JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

Senior Erin Hult (No. 4), s h o w n  from last season, leads an impressive group of Canton seniors.

“W e  very much want to 
learn from those six 
non-conference games that 
we play to start the season.”
ROB HEITMEYER
Canton head coach

Hult said. “I think that’s going to help us 
in high pressure moments. The varsity 
experience is going to help us.”

Hult added that the TYiple Threat 
W e e k  merely gets the adrenaline flow­
ing earlier and will launch what the 
Canton seniors plan on being a long and 
successful season.

Plus, it’s their last chance as part of a 
high school team to get to the Breslin 
Center for the Final Four.

“It’s not extra pressure, but just 
more excitement and more drive and 
motivation,” Hult said. “It’s our last 
chance, w e  all really want it.”

Heitmeyer said Hult and Finn will be 
“go-to players” although others —  espe­
cially the seniors, which include for­
wards Shamya Butler, Raquel Church 
and Marissa Templeton —  have the 
ability and determination to m a k e  key 
contributions.

“Both Erin Hult and Brianna Finn, 
last year showed an incredible propen­
sity to want the ball at the end of the 
game,” Heitmeyer said. “Both of them 
scored big shots at big moments.

“W e  look for both of them again to hit 
a few big shots for us.”
Talent and leadership

It helps that the team also can rely on 
the other seniors w h e n  the going gets 
tough.

“This program has always had a lot 
of incredible senior leadership,” the 
coach noted. “A n d  our seniors this year 
fit right into that mold.

H e  said Mattern “is one of the hard­
est-working student-athletes I’ve ever 
had the privilege of coaching. Just by

See CHIEFS, Page B3

HIGH S C H O O L  B O Y S  H O C K E Y

Plymouth icers show no letdown against Canton
Tim Smith

Hometownltfe.com

There was a lesson learned by the 
Plymouth Wildcats in the Nov. 19 season 
opener against Dearborn Divine Child.

Even though the Wildcats prevailed 
5-4 at Taylor Sportsplex, the varsity 
boys hockey team nearly let a four-goal 
lead evaporate when the Falcons 
cranked one off the crossbar with one 
measly tick left on the clock. That was 
h o w  close Plymouth was to finishing in

an unsatisfying 5-all tie.
So when Plymouth returned to the ice 

for Wednesday night’s campus clash 
against Canton at Arctic Edge Arena, 
there would not be a letdown from start 
to finish. The Wildcats overcame a 
scoreless first period and drubbed the 
young Chiefs 7-2.

“They (Falcons) almost came back,” 
Plymouth head coach Gerry Vento said. 
“They hit a crossbar with a second left. 
W e  certainly fell asleep at the wheel on 
that one, a lot of n e w  guys w h o  thought

the g a m e  was over.
“They learn quickly, I thought it was 

a good sign in the third period tonight 
and got a couple early to get control of 
the game.”
M a n y  chip in

Plymouth enjoyed a balanced attack, 
with six players getting on the scoresh- 
eet. The Wildcats netted three goals in 
the second and four more in the third.

See HOCKEY, Page B2

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Battling for a loose puck W e d n e s d a y  night 
are Canton's David Gunnis (No. 8) and 
Plymouth's Zach Gallaher.
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HIGH S C H O O L  B O Y S  H O C K E Y  PREVIEWCanton looking for win,
Despite opening losses, Chiefs showing 
spurts of being improved hockey team

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

Canton varsity boys hockey coach Brad Barath is 
looking to key returnees and promising newcomers 
jelling as a unit during the 2016-17 season.

Early returns haven’t been great, however, with 
the Chiefs following their season-opening 6-3 loss to 
Chelsea with Wednesday’s 7-2 defeat at the hands of 
cross-campus rival Plymouth at Arctic Edge Arena, 
the rink both Park teams call home.

“Every year you go in with high expectations, high 
goals,” said Barath, entering his fourth season behind 
the Canton bench. “A n d  that’s no different this year. 
W e  lost some players in the offseason, w e  added some 
players in the offseason, w e ’re looking forward to 
seeing h o w  the n e w  players go together with the re­
turning players.”

Last year was difficult for the Chiefs, w h o  finished 
7-16-1 overall. But it’s a n e w  season with n e w  hope 
that this winter might see an improvement.

Barath knows off the hop he has strong senior 
leadership in captain Michael Gaffka and Matt East­
man, both defensemen —  as well as from forward 
Michael Tbcker.

“H e  (Gaffka) is going to be big on the defensive 
end,” said Barath, adding Eastman and senior David 
Gunnis as other important veteran defensemen.

U p  front, there are several returning senior for­
wards, including Thcker, Emerson Taylor and Brett 
Cygan. “W e  expect big things out of them.”

Helping the cause are several juniors w h o  skated 
for Canton last season. That list includes forwards 
David Bourgeious, Joe Powers, Paul Maurer, Michael 
Buckley and goalie Donald Jardine.

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Canton senior forward Michael Tucker skates up the ice during 
Wednesday's g a m e  against Plymouth.

Canton added Canton Prep players Luke Davis 
(junior forward) and Brendan Simons (sophomore 
forward) w h o  are “going to be impact guys.”

Joining the team from outside the program are 
former Plymouth Stingray travel players Brendan 
Kacic (senior forward), H u g o  Fonovic (freshman 
forward) and Grant Davison (senior defenseman).

"They have to jell with the team here,” Barath said.
Rounding out the roster are senior defensemen 

Jalen Miller, Michael Testani, senior goalie Bailey 
Dugan (who played for the Chiefs as a sophomore but 
played travel last year) and sophomore D-man Steven 
Barlow.

Barath said his team needs to get a victory to help

confidence

MICHAEL VASILNEK
A  key player for Canton is senior captain and defenseman 
Michael Gaffka.

overall confidence. The Chiefs visit Farmington Hills 
United Wednesday and host Livonia Churchill on Dec. 
3 in a K L A A  South Division tilt at Arctic Edge.

“W e ’re starting the g a m e  with energy, with enthu­
siasm,” Barath noted. “For whatever reason as the 
g a m e  goes on w e  lose that energy and other teams 
begin to break us down.

“W h e n  w e  play with confidence w e  play well. But 
w e  don’t sustain that confidence for an entire game. 
Absolutely, it will help (to get a W).”
tsmithQhometownlife.com 
Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Reaching for the puck W ed ne s da y  are Plymouth's Josh W e b e r  (No. 26) and Canton's Jalen Miller (No. 16).

HOCKEY
Continued from Page B1

Tallying two of the goals was senior 
forward CJ Mullenax (who also had two 
assists), with single markers by junior 
forward Josh Weber, sophomore de­
fenseman G r a h a m  Sheehan, junior 
forward T i m  Baldwin, senior forward 
Nicholas Yankee (also two helpers) and 
junior forward Jack Chumley contrib­
uting to the rout.

“That’s the w a y  our team’s got to 
be,” Vento said. “W e  don’t have the 
superstars so to speak. But w e  have a 
lot of guys that play well and do the 
right things. It’s going to be a total team

effort for us to be successful.”
Canton spoiled sophomore goalie 

Brendan Olepa’s shutout bid in the 
third, when freshman forward Hugo 
Fonovic and senior defenseman M i ­
chael Gaffka scored.

Even though the Chiefs have had a 
couple down years recently, the Wild­
cats figured on getting a battle. And 
that was the case, especially early.

“W e  knew Canton was going to come 
out stronger this year, w e  knew they 
were going to be a hard team,” said 
Yankee, w h o  after two games is tied for 
the team lead in goals with Mullenax 
(three each). “I was really proud that 
w e  all c a m e  out and were able to offen­
sively bring pressure and get a few 
goals on them.”

Close it out
Yankee agreed with Vento that the 

team breathed a sigh of relief after 
escaping the Divine Child g a m e  with a 
win and m a d e  sure to file that tidbit 
away in the m e m o r y  bank.

“Honestly w e  had that mindset w e  
were up and had the win easily (against 
Divine Child),” Yankee noted. “But w e  
realized w e  can’t think that. W e  carried 
that over to this game.”

Canton head coach Brad Barath, 
whose team is 0-2 (having lost 6-3 Nov. 
18 to Chelsea), lamented the inability to 
adjust to Plymouth’s fierce forecheck 
in the Chiefs’ defensive zone.

“After the first period, they (Wild­
cats) really concentrated on getting the

puck in deep in our end and forecheck­
ing hard,” Barath said. “W e  didn't make 
the adjustments, w e  weren’t able to get 
the puck out of our zone, which resulted 
in some goals.

“S a m e  with penalties and power 
plays, w e  lost the special team battle. 
W e  have a pretty n e w  defensive corps, 
... there’s some n e w  players in there. 
They have a lot to learn and they’re still 
learning. More ice time, more repeti­
tion they’re going to get better.”

Taking the loss in goal for Canton 
was junior Donald Jardine. Chipping in 
with assists in a losing cause were ju­
nior forwards Paul Maurer, Daniel 
Bourgeious and senior forwards Bren­
dan Kacic and Emerson Taylor.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

ROCKS
Continued from Page B1

haven’t coached girls since then.
“Coached a lot of ball, though. It’s 

fun. The girls are great, they listen, 
they try to do what w e  ask them to do. 
It’s a lot of fun, I really enjoy it.”
N e w  and exciting

Just as excited about the n e w  era in 
Salem girls basketball are senior co­
captains Darby Scott, Jayna Lenders 
and Emily Stewart.

Those captains also are thrilled to 
have Young as their coach.

“H e ’s a great coach, he’s got a lot of 
history coaching,” said Scott, w h o  plays 
big for her diminutive size (5-foot-2) 
and can toggle between point guard and 
shooting guard. "It’s just all different. 
W e ’re just getting used to it, it’s a good 
change.

“I'm really pumped, senior year, got 
two of m y  best friends by m y  side. I’m  
excited.”

Young is back coaching high school 
basketball (most recently with the boys 
team at Westland John Glenn) after a 
two-year hiatus.

H e  stepped away from coaching 
basketball (he still coaches boys and 
girls golf at Plymouth) after 2013-14 to 
watch his son Ryan compete for Salem’s 
boys team.

But Young, also a football quarter­
back for the Rocks, broke a bone in his

TIM SMITH
Salem senior co-captains (from left) Jayna 
Lenders, Darby Scott and Emily Stewart are 
all-in on leading the 2016-17 Rocks.

hip in 2015 and that effectively ended 
his cage career.

So Dan Young decided it was time to 
return to the gym.

“I loved coaching at Glenn and at 
Canton, places I’ve coached,” Young 
said. “Kids are kids. Boys or girls, it 
doesn’t matter. But this is a really good 
group. It’s fun to work with kids.”
Fresh start

A n d  the 2016-17 Rocks are glad to 
have last season in the rear-view mir­
ror. •

During the season, the Rocks lost 
their trio of Petree sisters (Jala, Lasha 
and Mahrianna, to Ypsilanti Arbor Pre­
paratory).

The remaining seven players battled 
the rest of the season (the team finished 
a respectable 11-10 overall and 5-5 in the 
K L A A  Central Division), and later it 
was decided to m a k e  a coaching change 
from Lindsay K l e m m e r  to Young.

“I think it’s m a d e  all of us mentally 
stronger, probably pushed us to be more 
confident with ourselves in what we 
do,” Scott said. “Helps us move on from 
things that happened.”

Concurring were Lenders and Stew­
art, w h o  will start somewhere on the 
floor. Like Scott, they are versatile and 
Young is finalizing the pieces to his 
lineup puzzle.

“W e ’re not really focused on our 
past, w e ’re working on moving for­
ward,” Lenders said. “W e  got a lot of 
young players w h o  have a lot of poten­
tial. W e ’re all just working on getting 
better, getting our fundamentals down 
before w e  get out here and have a great 
season.”

Stewart said “having a fresh start is 
good for all of us. It’s helping us 
through a lot. D a n  is a lot more intense, 
he has a lot of (coaching) history, he has 
a lot of knowledge. H e  has a lot of pas­
sion, too. W e  could have a pretty good 
season.”

Young said it is nice to have the cap­
tains there as he goes through his own 
learning process.

“They’re doing a great job leading

this group,” Young said. "They’re going 
to have really good years. A n d  from 
there w e ’ve got two juniors and five 
sophomores.”

Juniors include Maddie Kemahan 
and Madalyn Simko. The roster also 
features five sophomores: Kate Mockai- 
tis, Jaclyn Deprez, Jenna Sydlowski, 
Lyniah Wilson and Natalia Lewandow- 
ski.
Time to grind

The personable coach said he is tak­
ing the same approach he does with 
Plymouth high school golf teams that 
annually go far in the postseason.

"Just like w e  talk about in golf, w e ’re 
gonna just keep getting better,” Young 
said. “W e ’ll grind, have good chemistry 
and try to be good at the end of the year 
where it’s playoff time. That’s m y  goal.”

So far, practices have focused on the 
nuts and bolts of good basketball.

“Defense, rebounding and trying to 
get good shots, not turn it over,” Young 
said. “That’s all w e ’re working on right 
n o w  is trying to play good D  as a team, 
teach the defensive fundamentals, try 
to rebound missed shots.

“A n d  then try to m o v e  the ball, w e ’re 
trying to develop skill level on offense, 
so where anybody can score when 
they’re open and in rhythm. A n d  not 
turning the ball over, not giving the ball 
to the other team. That’s our focus right 
now.”
tsmithQhometownlife.com 
Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports
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C O L L E G E  W O M E N ' S  VOL L E Y B A L LHawkins helps Crusaders get jump

M A D O N N A  ATHLETICS
Showing her incredible vertical jump to bring the h a m m e r  d o w n  during a recent M a d o n n a  University wom en ' s  volleyball g a m e  is A m a n d a  
Hawkins.

M A D O N N A  ATHLETICS
Livonia Stevenson alum A m a n d a  Hawkins is poised and confident entering NAIA pool play for 
M a d o n n a  University.

Hard-working Stevenson 
alum sparks M U  spikers as 
they reach NAIA pool play

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

F r o m  antenna to antenna, the signal 
is being received loud and clear about 
Madonna University junior middle 
hitter A m a n d a  Hawkins.

The 2014 Livonia Stevenson gradu­
ate, w h o  gets in the face of opponents 
despite her 5-foot, 11-inch height, liter­
ally m a d e  the jump to go from prep 
standout to a key contributor on the 
Crusaders’ w o m e n ’s volleyball team.

“Our coach (assistant Tim) DeBeliso 
tells m e  1 have one of the highest verti­
cals on the team,’’ said Hawkins during 
a telephone interview Wednesday. "And 
that’s something 1 really focus on dur­
ing the s u m m e r  to prepare for season.

“I’m  always jumping. I do jump rope, 
I jump on boxes and everything. Be­
cause I really need m y  vertical to get up 
over those hitters on the other side of 
the net.”

This week, Madonna is headed to 
Sioux City, Iowa for the N A I A  National 
Tournament and Hawkins’ season-long 
excellence has been a big reason why.

The 20-year-old led Madonna with 16 
kills against Point Park on Nov. 19, en­
abling the Crusaders to get to the na­
tionals.

"I’ve been proud of the season, I 
think I had a really standout season," 
said Hawkins, adding with a laugh that 
she "broke out of m y  little shell."

Hawkins added that although the 
Crusaders are used to high-stakes c o m ­
petition in the Wolverine-Hoosier Ath­
letic Conference, nationals represent "a 
whole different atmosphere than play­
ing here. It’s so competitive and every­
one gets really into it.”
The terminator

That’s an understatement as far as 
h o w  intense Hawkins plays the game, 
according to longtime Madonna head 
volleyball coach Jerry Abraham.

She’s one of our go-to players,” said 
longtime Madonna head volleyball 
coach Jerry Abraham. "She’s a middle 
hitter, has the ability to terminate at­
tacks with a wide variety of shots.

W e  run the middle a lot and 
A m a n d a  is integral in our success, that’s 
for sure. A n d  has been that w a y  for 
three years. One of our upperclassmen 
that I rely upon each night.”

This will mark the fourth consec­
utive year that Madonna has qualified 
for the nationals, but first the team 
must get out of pool play to have a shot 
at a N A I A  championship.

That quest begins Ibesday; the Cru­
saders must finish 1-2 a m o n g  four 
teams after three contests to advance. 
M U  opens 5 p.m. Tbesday against Dordt 
(Iowa).

" W e ’re getting better and better as 
the season goes,” said Abraham, w h o s e . 
W e  have some experience, w e  have 
some young players but w e ’re excited. 
W e ’re playing our best volleyball of the 
season right now, so I think w e ’re ready, 
that’s all w e  can do. W e  have a tough 
pool.”

Madonna w o n  the Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference East Division with 
a 14-2 m a r k  but fell in the W H A C  semi­
finals to Cornerstone.

The Crusaders’ lineup features other 
standouts, such as sophomore libero 
Deanna Krumholz, 5-10 junior outside 
hitter Karlie Kelly, 6-3 senior right-side 
hitter Katie Breault and 6-1 senior all­
conference middle hitter Miranda 
Fuerst.
Crusaders' catalyst

But there is no denying that the for­
m e r  Spartan standout is a major cata­
lyst for A b r a h a m ’s team.

After a s u m m e r  devoted to training 
and improving her vertical jump, which 
helps the 5-11 middle get up to h a m m e r  
the ball over taller opponents at the net, 
Hawkins tallied 343 kills and enjoyed a 
stellar .337 hitting percentage.

Fuerst had 305 kills and a .332 per­
centage. Kelly led M U  with 489 kills 
from the outside.

Abraham said the w a y  Hawkins has

gone after her business since joining 
the Crusaders in 2014 is no surprise.

She c a m e  over from Stevenson high­
ly regarded; she was a key player on the 
2013 Spartans —  the final team coached 
by the late, great Kelly Graham, who 
passed away in July after a half-year 
fight against Lou Gehrig’s disease. That 
season, Stevenson reached the Class A  
quarterfinals.

" W e  run a little faster offense than 
they do in high school, of course,” Abra­
h a m  said. “Once she adjusted to that, 
and she did that right away, very consis­
tent and strong ever since.

“But she was very good in high 
school for Kelly Graham, and I just like 
the way she competed at Stevenson, and 
the w a y  she competes to win right now.”

A m o n g  reasons Hawkins continues 
to excel at the collegiate level include 
dedication and endless toil in the gym. 
Of course, don’t forget to throw in a 
boatload of talent.

“I liked her (recruiting her at Steven­
son) because she has a good a r m  swing 
and she’s fast, has a good g a m e  sense, 
has a good feel for the game,” Abraham 
noted. "Out of high school, that’s what I 
saw. I knew she could hit the ball hard 
and was smart.

“She’s been developing ever since, it 
just keeps progressing. She’s certainly 
one of the better middle hitters in our 
conference ( W H A C )  of course and na­
tionally she’s got good statistics.”

N o  matter h o w  it plays out this week 
in Iowa, Hawkins and her teammates 
w o n ’t forget to have a little bit of fun 
along the way.

“It will be m y  third year going, and 
like all the other years it’s been really 
exciting and it’s just great competition 
out there,” said Hawkins, daughter of 
Livonia’s Jetonna and Christopher H a w ­
kins and owner of a 3.8 grade-point 
average. “It’s great for our team to get 
out there and compete, and I think 
w e ’re going to play at a really high lev­
el.”

With A m a n d a  Hawkins front and 
center, that certainly should be the 
case.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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sheer willpower, every m o m e n t  she’s on 
the court she does her best.

His take on Wolfbauer was just as 
glowing.

“Madison Wolfbauer led the team in 
double-doubles, she led the team in 
rebounding” Heitmeyer said. “This 
year w e  look for her to be guarding, in 
man, the opponents’ best players as well 
as being a real presence on the boards.”

About Butler, he called her a “g a m ­
er” w h o  comes up biggest in crunch 
time.

"Last year at W a y n e  Memorial, when 
w e  w o n  45-40, she m a d e  some big sec­
ond-half baskets,” he said. "She can 
shoot outside jump shots as well as get 
to the rim.”

Church, meanwhile, "brings a lot of 
attitude, grit and grace to the team. 
Great character kid. She came up big 
with seven points against Novi in the 
district semifinal. Great defender.”

Canton’s seventh senior, Templeton, 
"shows a lot of leadership with the 
team, she’s someone w h o  had a great 
scrimmage against Mercy last week. 
She comes to practice and has been 
working really hard.”
Stepping up

Although the seniors will loom large 
in Canton’s season, coaches are optimis­
tic that the roster’s four juniors are

ready to do their part.
At the top of the list is point guard 

Alaina Heitmeyer, w h o  in 2015-16 
backed up recent graduate Natalie 
Winters. The Chiefs also lost Madison 
Archibald to graduation.

“Alaina’s had a great s u m m e r  of 
basketball,” said Rob Heitmeyer, who 
also happens to be Alaina’s dad. "The 
coaching staff loves her style of play, 
her teammates enjoy being on the court 
with her. I k n o w  she’s looking forward 
to doing what she can for this team this 
year.”

Hull is looking forward to Alaina 
Heitmeyer having what could be a 
breakout season.

“She just needs some confidence and 
she finally gained it,” Hult said. “I’m  
really excited for her to be able to lead 
the team.”

Forwards Ashley Criscenti, Carli 
Vaughan and guard A b b y  Sokol, all 
juniors, round out the roster. All three 
are drawing raves for their work ethic 
and growth as players.

“W e ’re looking to get most everyone 
in every game,” Heitmeyer said. "As a 
result of having a deep bench, w e  want 
to m a k e  sure w e  use that deep bench 
and the athleticism that’s on this team, 
to really m a k e  our opponents play for 
32 full minutes.”

If that plays out, the Chiefs could 
become a “triple threat” to their rivals, 
too.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter @TimSmith_Sports

S h o w n  during a g a m e  from last year is Canton's Brianna Finn. She is one of seven seniors the 
Chiefs will lean on in 2016-17.



HIGH S C H O O L  H O C K E YEarly Rice outburst freezes CC, 5-1
Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Despite being on the eve of Thanks­
giving, Birmingham Brother Rice's 
hockey team started their holiday din­
ner a little early.

The Warriors brought their 'A' game 
to the table carving up rival and three­
time defending M H S A A  Division 1 
champion Novi Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral, 5-1, before a packed house 
Wednesday night at U S A  Hockey Are­
na's Olympic Rink.

Three first period goals by Rice (2-1) 
proved to be the proof in the pudding 
as host C C  (1-3) dropped its third 
straight.

"It was awesome, the crowd got into 
it early and it was really fun to see," 
Jack Clement, a third-year senior de­
fenseman for the Warriors. 'We just 
came out with a lot of energy. W e  have 
a lot of seniors on this team. They've 
been showing great leadership all year. 
W e  just c a m e  out and battled. W e  really 
battled from the get-go and it was real­
ly cool."

Just 1:12 into the opening period, 
Rice's Nick Dudley scored unassisted 
to m a k e  it 1-0. A n d  at the 8:38 m a r k  of 
the first, Mitch Schultz scored from 
Michael Mclnerney and Ryan Giniel to 
give Rice a two-goal cushion.

"I'd have to go back and look at the 
film to see the goals against, but from 
m y  m e m o r y  the goals that were scored 
... one starts with a bad turnover in 
our o w n  zone," C C  second-year coach 
Brandon Kaleniecki said. "You just 
can't have it against a team like this 
and w e  have possession of the puck. 
Another one starts with an offensive 
zone face-off, which w e  talked about.
So that one bothers the coach because 
w e  talked about it. W e  knew what they 
were going to do and w e  didn't execute 
what w e  needed to do. A n d  sure 
enough, back of the net and it's 2-0."

The Warriors' third goal of the peri­
od came at 13:31 on a power play as 
Clement beat C C  starting netminder 
Sean FInstrom with assists going to 
Will Duncan and Dudley.

"They have a good power play, they 
moved it around," Kaleniecki said. 'We 
kind of knew what they were looking to 
do. They found a w a y  and got one 
through. So on that one you kind of tip 
your hat to them and h o w  well they 
played, too."

Meanwhile, the 3-0 start by the W a r ­
riors proved to be better than expected.

"The boys c a m e  out hard," Rice first- 
year coach Kenny Chaput said. "We had 
emphasized after Saturday's g a m e  (1-0 
loss to Livonia Stevenson) that w e  had 
to get things to the net and they did a 
really good job of getting pucks to the

net. It helps to get the lead and not play 
from behind. A n d  it helped with confi­
dence and everything getting those 
early goals."

Kaleniecki decided to shake things 
up entering the second period by m a k ­
ing a goalie change as Joe Pernecky 
replaced Finstrom.

A n d  the Shamrocks showed some 
life offensively cutting the deficit to 3-1 
w h e n  Nicco Zervos banged h o m e  a 
rebound after John Zielinski's shot 
caromed off the back boards.

After successfully killing off a pen­
alty, Rice answered by converting on a 
two-on-none break as Mclnerney 
scored unassisted at the 10:17 mark to 
m a k e  it 4-1.

"We had a lot of m o m e n t u m  going 
early in that second period and w e  felt 
like the tide was turning," Kaleniecki 
said. "We felt like w e  were going in the 
right direction. I felt good potentially 
where w e  could go from that with the 
power play. W e  had a couple opportuni­
ties to get some good looks and w e  
mishandled the puck, then m a k e  a poor 
pass. You n a m e  it, w e  did it. And then 
sure enough w e  turn it over and they 
get the two-on-0. That stuff will kill 
you. It took out a lot of steam out at that 
point when w e  were building some

momentum, but they were a better 
hockey team by far tonight."

After leading 4-1 after two periods, 
Rice put it away just 20 seconds into 
the third as Mclnerney notched its 
second goal of the g a m e  off an assist 
from Alec DeLuca.

"We got in the dirty areas today," 
Clement said. "That's w h y  w e  put up 
five (goals) today. It was good."

Chaput liked the w a y  his team per­
formed throughout the 54 minutes in 
the defensive zone. Goalie Ryan Hoff­
m a n  turned aside 17-of-18 C C  shots.

"Coming into the year w e  thought 
w e ’re a little young on defense, a little 
inexperienced, but they've played real­
ly, really well," the Rice coach said. 
"They didn't panic when under pressure 
and our goaltending was very, very 
solid, too. Ryan did a great job back 
there keeping control of things."

Chaput, w h o  served last season as an 
assistant under Lou Schmidt, has now 
taken the reins at Rice full-time and it 
appears the Warriors haven't missed a 
beat.

"It's been awesome, they m a d e  it 
really easy," Clement said of the transi­
tion. "Coach (Chaput) really hasn't 
changed much. Coach (Lou) Schmidt 
was a great coach and coach Chaput is

following that great tradition."
After winning its season opener Nov. 

17 against Port Huron Northern, 6-0, C C  
was swept in a two-game weekend 
series by national prep power Culver 
Military A c a d e m y  (Ind.), 5-1 and 6-0.

A n d  the Michigan Interscholastic 
Hockey League North Division loss to 
Rice stings even more. The Shamrocks 
have n o w  been outscored 16-2 over 
their last three games.

"It's a g a m e  w e  want to remember, I 
would say that," Kaleniecki said. "It's a 
g a m e  w e  want to learn from because 
there's a lot of things in this game that 
w e  need to learn from if we're going to 
be a good hockey team. We've got a 
long w a y  to go, so it's a g a m e  w e  don't 
forget. If anything, it's a g a m e  we've 
got to mark down and remember, look 
at and see the areas w e  need to im­
prove on, and there are a lot of them."

C C  also went 0-for-5 on the power 
play.

"Special teams as a whole has to be a 
ton better to have any chance," Kale­
niecki said. "We need special teams to 
be in a positive moment, a positive for 
our team and tonight obviously we 
weren't."

bemons@hometownlife.com
bemonsi@twitter.com

COLLEGE MEN'S CLUB HOCKEY

Gutsy weekend for Schoolcraft
Ocelot icers battle host Ferris State to 6-6 tie, 7-2 victory

Schoolcraft forward Zach Nichols (No. 12), s ho wn  from earlier this season, scored a goal in each 
of t w o  wee ke n d  g am es  against Ferris State.

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

With each passing week, the School­
craft Ocelots become more comfort­
able with life in the American Colle­
giate Hockey Association.

Still just in its second year as a pro­
gram, the Ocelots continued to grow as 
a squad Nov. 18-19 at Ferris State Uni­
versity, earning a 6-6 tie Friday and 
following up the next night with a re­
sounding 7-2 victory.

“The pace of this g a m e  was m u c h  
quicker than Friday night and w e  had a 
great defensive effort,” Ocelots m e n ’s 
club hockey coach Rob Lindsay said, 
about the Saturday contest. “I made 
some line changes for this g a m e  to see 
if w e  could get all four lines clicking 
and that’s exactly what happened.

“W e  controlled the g a m e  at both 
ends of the ice. Our penalty kill was 
really good tonight and w e  put the puck 
in the net when w e  were shorthanded.”

Also helping the cause was goalie 
Matt Monendo, a Livonia Franklin prod­
uct. H e  earned the victory with a stellar 
performance against the Bulldogs’ D2 
squad.

“Matt Monendo was outstanding 
between the pipes,” Lindsay said. “H e

m a d e  some really huge saves in our 7-2 
win. This was a big confidence builder.”

After a scoreless first period, 
Schoolcraft got on the board in the 
second minute of the middle stanza 
when forward Vinnie Glenn (Livonia 
Stevenson) scored on an assist from 
linemate Jacob Stanley of Westland.

B y  the time the middle period was 
over, the Ocelots were up 4-1 and in 
control. Also scoring in the second 
were forwards Andrew Lindsay (TVen- 
ton), Sheldon Varhol (Garden City) and 
Stanley.

Netting goals in the third were for­
ward Zack Nelson (Livonia Franklin), 
Lindsay (second of the g a m e  for the 
team captain) and forward Zach Nich­
ols.

Drawing two assists for the Ocelots 
was forward O w e n  H u n d  (Garden 
City), with single helpers by Stanley, 
Glenn, defenseman Scott Pohl (Livo­
nia), Nichols and Lindsay.

“W e  were beating Ferris to the loose 
pucks and winning the 1-1 battles,” 
coach Lindsay noted. “I was very excit­
ed for the boys and It was a well-de­
served win.

“The boys played with confidence 
and they did things with the puck that 
you normally don’t see. Looking for­

ward I see us getting a bid to the A C H A  
Playoffs if the boys keep working on 
our systems.”

O n  Friday, the Ocelots let an early 
4-1 lead evaporate, with the Bulldogs 
scoring four goals in the second to take 
a 5-4 lead.

It was 6-5 for Ferris State midway 
through the third. But Andrew Lindsay 
netted the equalizer at 16:39 (from 
Nichols and Hund) to send the contest 
to overtime. After a hard-fought, five- 
minute OT, the teams settled for the 
draw.

Other Schoolcraft goals were regis­
tered by forwards Spencer Kovacs 
(Livonia Churchill), Andrew N o w a k  
(Livonia Stevenson), Nichols, Stanley 
and defenseman Zack Finzel (Livonia 
Stevenson).

" W e  have to play three solid peri­
ods," he said. " W e  were playing too 
m u c h  perimeter hockey in the second 
period and weren’t getting enough 
shots to the net.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

PREP SWIMMING

Mercy finishes second at Division 1 state championship meet
Marty Budner
hometownlrfe.com

Mercy m a y  not have returned home 
with the coveted state championship 
trophy that it w o n  in 2013, but the M a r ­
lins did continue an impressive streak 
as they placed third or better at state for 
the 12th straight season.

Rockford, which was ranked fourth 
heading into the state finals, rallied in 
the final four events to win the Division 
1 girls swimming state meet, which 
concluded Nov. 19 at Oakland University 
with 249 points. Top-ranked Mercy fin­
ished a close second with 239 points. 
Since 2005, Mercy has raced to six state 
titles, finished second four times and 
placed third twice.

Saline was third in the highly compet­
itive meet with 231.5 points, followed by 
A n n  Arbor Skyline (221) and Northville 
(201).The combined Harrison-Farming-

ton team was 13th overall with 66 points 
and Bloomfield Hills placed 30th with 
8.5 points in the 37-team meet.

Rockford touched first in two of the 
final four events to overtake Mercy and 
register its first state title in program 
history.

The R a m s  began their historic come­
back by winning the 200-yard freestyle 
relay by nearly a half-second over 
Brighton. Mercy was fifth in that race.

The Marlins then went one-two in the 
100-back behind the efforts of junior 
Katie Minnich and senior Alaina Skellett 
w h o  finished in 54.51 and 54.95, respec­
tively. Rockford sophomore Morgan 
Kraus was third in 55.42.

In the 100-breast —  the next to last 
event —  Rockford senior Sydney M c ­
Dowell won in 1:01.94 while Mercy did 
not place, which set up the final-relay 
showdown. The R a m s  held a slim lead 
and needed to finish ahead of Mercy to

win the title.
Rockford managed that exact scenar­

io by placing second in 3:26.55 while 
Mercy splashed to fourth in a time of 
3:28.21. Saline won that event in 3:24.44.

Mercy opened the meet with a third- 
place finish in the 200-yard medley 
relay as the team of Minnich, senior 
Allie Lobbia, Skellett and sophomore 
Annette Dombkowski touched in 1:45.08. 
Northville won in 1:;43.10.

The Marlins’ other All-State swims 
(top eight) were from junior Kendall 
Goit (fourth in the 200-free, seventh in 
the 100-free), freshman Kylie Goit (sev­
enth in the 200-free), Minnich (sixth in 
the 200-IM), Skellett (third in the 100- 
fly) and Dombkowski (seventh in the 
500-free).

Mercy’s 200-free relay team included 
the Goits, freshman Lindsey Case and 
Dombkowski. The 400-relay foursome 
was the Goits, Skellett and Minnich.

Mercy’s other scorers were D o m b ­
kowski (14th in the 200-free), junior M y a  
LoniewskI (13th in the 200-IM, 14th in 
the 100-back), freshman Sarah Puscas 
(16th in the 200-IM, 15th in the 100-fly), 
junior Alexa Rybicki (12th in diving), 
Kylie Goit (10th in the 500-free), fresh­
m a n  Chloe Pulick (15th in the 500-free) 
and freshman Julia Coffman (12th in the 
100-back),

Harrison Farmington sophomore 
Ashley Tbrak had a strong meet by plac­
ing second in the 50-free (23.08) and 
fourth in the 100-free (50.45) to earn 
All-State designation in those events. 
Harrison Farmington also scored in the 
200- (10th in 1:37.85) and 400-free (11th in 
3:35.10) relay events.

The lone Bloomfield Hills points 
came from sophomore Sydney Woods 
w h o  tied with Saline senior M a d d y  M u r ­
phy for 10th place in the 100-yard back- 
stroke. They each touched in 57.67.



DECEMBER
ARTS & CRAFTS
Time/Date 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2-3 
Location: Lutheran High 
School, 33300 Cowan, Westland 
Details: Juried show of hand­
crafted items, hourly door prize 
drawings, face painting, bake 
sale, lunch available; $2 admis­
sion, free for 11 and under 
Contact: 734-422-2090 
BETHLEHEM 
MARKETPLACE 
Time/Date: 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Dec. 3 
Location: Birmingham First 
United Methodist Church, 1589 
W .  Maple, Birmingham 
Details Take a step back in 
time to the ancient city of 
Bethlehem where children will 
be provided with denaia to 
"spend" at the marketplace. 
They’ll get a chance to help 
build a cradle and m a k e  a 
w o o d e n  dreidel, weave fibers, 
knead bread dough and more.
A  census taker, roaming villag­
ers, storytellers and market 
vendors, along with live ani­
mals, round out the interactive 
event. Dinner will be available 
from 5-6 p.m.
Contact: Patty Glass at 248-646- 
6407, ext. 3130; pglass@fumc- 
birmingham.org 
CANTATA, ADVENT 
WORKSHOP 
Time/Date. 10 a.m. Dec. 4 
Location: Faith Community 
Presbyterian Church, 44400 W.
10 Mile, Novi
Details: Christmas Cantata 
followed by family Advent 
workshop
Contact: 248-349-2345; faith- 
community-novi.org
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m. Dec. 25 
Location: Open  Arms Church, 
33015 Seven Mile, Livonia 
Details: Worship service 
Contact: 248-471-5282 
CONCERT
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
4
Location: Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 39020 Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: Detroit Lutheran 
Singers Christmas concert will 
include selections from "Laud to 
the Nativity" by Ottorino Respi­
ghi. and other sacred works, 
carols and Handel's "Hallelujah" 
chorus. Other performances are
3 p.m. Sunday. Dec. 4, at Histor­
ic Trinity Lutheran Church, 1345 
Gratiot Ave., Detroit; 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 9 at G o o d  Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, 814 N. C a m p ­
bell, Royal Oak; and 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, at Zion Lu­
theran Church, 1501 W .  Liberty 
St, A n n  Arbor. Tickets are Si5 
general admission, $10 for 
seniors and students over 12 
Contact: detro’rtlutheransinger- 
s.com
CONCERT
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
4
Location: Northville Christian 
Assembly, 41355 Six Mile Road, 
Northville
Details: Recording artists David 
Britton and Jean Watson will 
present the "Sounds of the 
Season" Christmas concert. The 
concert will be a unique blend 
of musical styles that will de­
light the audience with a variety 
of Christmas favorites with a 
live band called the Nashville 
Bandoliers. All of the artists and 
the show is produced by Billy 
Smiley, a Northville native.
Smiley went to Northville High 
from 1972-75. The concert is 
free.
CONCERT
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
4
Location: St. Aidan Catholic 
Church, 17500 Farmington Road, 
Livonia
Details: A n  Advent Pageant of 
Lessons, Carols &  Sing-a-long 
features the Adult Choir, Chil­
dren's Choir and Contemporary 
Ensemble of the St. Aidan Music 
Ministry. Admission is a $5 
donation and two canned 
goods to benefit the church's 
Christmas food baskets program 
Contact: 734-425-5950 
CONCERT
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
11
Location: St. Lazerus Serbian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 4575 E. 
Outer Drive, Detroit 
Details: The Council of Ortho­
dox Christian Churches of Met­
ropolitan Detroit sponsors its 
second annual Christ is Born! 
Glorify Him! A  Detroit Orthodox 
Christmas Concert, which will 
include hymns and carols from 
Greece, Serbia, Romania, U k ­
raine and other countries, 
English language hymns sung by 
an Orthodox chorus, and a 
sing-along of popular carols. A  
reception follows the concert. 
Monetary and non-perishable 
food donations will be collected 
during the concert to support 
Orthodox charities 
Contact: Olga Liss at 248-252- 
8184; Olgaliss0910@gmail.com

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY 
CONGREGATION BETH 
A H M
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Wednesday 
Location: 5075 W .  Maple. West 
Bloomfield
Details: "Drop In &  Learn," 
which runs year-round, features 
lectures on D V D  on Jewish

history, culture, philosophy and 
related topics, followed by brief 
informal discussion. No charge, 
no reservations required 
Contact: Nancy Kaplan at 
248-737-1931; nancyel- 
Ien879@att.net
FARMINGTON A G L O W
Time/Date: 7-9:30 p.m. second 
M onday of the month 
Location: Open  Arms Church, 
33015 W .  Seven Mile, Livonia 
Details: Aglow is an interna­
tional full gospel ministry 
Contact: 248-227-9103 
OUR LADY OF LORETTO 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Bedford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000
ST. MICHAEL THE 
ARCHANGEL PARISH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second 
and fourth Thursday, through 
M ay
Location: 11441 Hubbard, just 
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia 
Details: Gary Michuta, author 
and Catholic apologist, leads a 
study of Ezekiel. Bring your o w n  
Bible
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext. 200; 
www.livoniastmichael.org.
FAITH COMMUNITY 
WESLEYAN
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every 
Saturday
Location: 14560 Merriman, 
Livonia
Details: This informal class 
includes fellowship, discussion 
and question and answers. All 
ages welcome. Bibles available if 
you don't have one 
Contact: pastor T o m  Hazel­
w o o d  at 734-765-5476 
ST. INNOCENT 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday
Location: 23300 W .  Chicago 
Road, Bedford Township 
Details: A n  informal and ongo­
ing study of the Orthodox faith 
and life. RSVP to Subdeacon 
Joshua Genig at joshua.ge- 
nig@gmail.com or 630-936-6386 
Contact: facebook.com/stinno- 
cenredford

EXERCISE 
CLARENCEVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday 
Location: 20300 Middlebelt, 
south of Eight Mile, Livonia 
Details: Instructor W e n d y  
Motta, a seven-year Zumba 
practitioner, teaches Zumba 
through drop-in classes. Each 
costs $3. Participants should 
bring water, a towel and wear 
athletic shoes. For more in­
formation, email Motta through 
zumba.com 
Contact: 313-408-3364

FOOD
SALVATION A R M Y
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: 27500 Shiawassee, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Free meal 
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
ST. ANDREW'S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. second 
Saturday of the month 
Location: 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: Food pantry assists 
nutritional needs of the needy 
Contact: 734-421-8451; stan- 
drewsepiscopalchurchlivonia.org

HEALING SERVICE 
THE ANTIOCHIAN 
ORTHODOX BASILICA 
OF SAINT M A R Y
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4 
p.m. first Tuesday of the month; 
English service, 3-4 p.m. third 
Tuesday of the month 
Location: 18100 Merriman, 
Livonia
Details: The service includes 
prayers of petition and in­
tercession, hymns, Scripture 
readings and the anointing of 
the sick. Offertory candles are 
available for a free will offering 
in the vestibule of the church. 
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub 
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey 
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com

M O M S
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday, September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool­
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers 
of infants through kindergart- 
ners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at 
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar 
at 734-658-2463
DUNNING PARK BIBLE 
CHAPEL
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W. Chicago 
Road. Bedford
Details: M O P S  is a place where 
m o m s  can build friendships, 
receive mothering support, 
practical help and spiritual 
hope.
Contact A m y  at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE

RELIGION CALENDAR
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: Dunk N  Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set­
ting. Pet blessings are available 
after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162

PRAYER
ST. EDITH CHURCH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs­
day
Location: Parish office, 15089 
Newburgh, Livonia 
Details: Group meets for sing­
ing, praying and short teaching. 
Fellowship with snacks follows 
Contact: Parish office at 734- 
464-1223
Contact: 734-464-1223
ST. MICHAEL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday- 
Friday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, 
Canton
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact: 734-459-3333

RECYCLING 
RISEN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third 
Saturday of the month 
Location: 46250 Ann Arbor 
Road, between Sheldon and 
Beck roads, Plymouth 
Details: Recycle your cell 
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet 
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads, 
tablets, eReaders on the third 
Saturday of each month. Use 
the doors on east side of church. 
Contact: Lynn H a p m a n  at 
734-466-9023

SINGLES 
DETROIT W O R L D  
OUTREACH
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford, R o o m  304 
Details: Divorce Overcomers 
group is designed for individ­
uals going through divorce, 
those w h o  are divorced or 
separated.
Contact: The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org 
STEVE'S FAMILY 
RESTAURANT
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: W i d o w e d  m e n  of all 
ages m a y  attend the Wid o w e d  
Friends Men's breakfast. This is 
an informal "peer" group 
where m e n  have an opportunity 
to meet with others.
Contact: 313-534-0399

SUPPORT
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily
Location: 29667 Wentworth, 
Livonia
Details: Adult day care pro­
gram at the church's Wood- 
haven Retirement Community. 
Funding available from TSA,
A A A  1-C Older Americans Act. 
Contact: 734-261-9000; 
w w w .  w o o d  haven- retire- 
ment.com
CONNECTION CHURCH
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday 
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Can­
ton
Details: Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered recovery for all 
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care is available for free 
Contact: Jonathan@Connec- 
tionchurch.info; 248-787-5009 
DETROIT W O R L D  
OUTREACH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; R o o m  202 
Details: Addiction N o  More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems 
Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244 
FARMINGTON HILLS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second 
Tuesday of the month except 
January, July and August 
Location: 28301 Middlebelt, 
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Western Oakland 
Parkinson Support Group 
Contact: 248-433-1011 
MERRIMAN ROAD 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 2055 Merriman, 
Garden City
Details: Metro Fibromyalgia 
support group meets; donations 
Contact: www.metrofibro- 
group.com; or Ruthann at 
734-981-2519
FIRESIDE CHURCH OF 
G O D
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday
Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia
Details: Fireside Adult Day 
Ministry activity-based program 
for dependent adults, specializ­
ing in dementia care. Not a 
drop-in center 
Contact: 734-855-4056 or 
734-464-0990; www.firesidecho- 
g.org; adm@firesidechog.org

Detroit Lutheran Singers will hold a series of concerts throughout the area during the holiday 
season.
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CARLSON
CONSTANCE "DEE" of
Plymouth, passed away 
November 16, 2016, at the 
age of 85. She was born In 
Wyandotte, Ml to Samuel 
and Helen Robinson. Dee 
is survived by her loving 
son Craig (Debbie) Carlson, 
her dear grandsons David 
and Joseph G. (Solbin Park) 
Carlson. Dee w a s  preceded 
in death by her beloved 
husband Gustaf Carlson, 
both of her parents and her 
sister Joann Wilson. Dee was 
a First Grade Teacher for the 
West W o o d  School District in 
Dearborn Heights. She w a s  an 
active m e m b e r  at St. John's 
Episcopalian Church as a 
choir m e m b e r  and the church 
bell ringer. D ee also loved to 
golf and had a deep love for 
her Michigan State Spartans. 
Dee is greatly loved and will 
be deeply missed. There will 
be a Memorial Service at St. 
John’s Episcopalian Church 
in Plymouth on Wednesday, 
December 21st, 2016 at 
1:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, 
donations m a y  be m a d e  
to the American Diabetes 
Association.

CARPENTER

CAROL (nee BOGGESS)
age 72 died peacefully 
October 30, 2016 in her h o m e  
surrounded by her family and 
close friends. Beloved wife 
of M a c k  Carpenter; loving 
mother of B o b  Carpenter (Mitzi 
Morris), Cheryl Carpenter ( Dr. 
Leland Babitch). Cherished 
grandmother of Bradley 
Babitch and Dylan Babitch. 
Dear sister of Donna Hoffmann 
(Fred) and loving Aunt to 
Donna’s daughter Nicole 
Keaton (Owen) and great aunt 
to Kylin and Dakota. Carol is 
also survived by m a n y  loving 
Aunts, Uncles, Cousins,
Nieces and Nephews. Carol 
graduated from Henry Ford 
High School in Detroit in 
January, 1962. She received 
both her undergraduate and 
her Doctor of Education 
from W a y n e  State University.
A  distinguished career in 
teaching followed at Redford 
High School and Henry Ford 
High School in Detroit, Detroit 
Institute of Technology, Wayne 
State University, Oakland 
Community and Oakland 
University. After teaching,
Carol combined her love of 
teaching and writing with 
a successful career as a 
consultant with Ford Motor 
C o m p a n y  and Chevrolet 
Division of General Motors. 
Throughout her life, Carol 
wrote p o e m s  and short 
stories. She b ecame an award 
winning poet and short story 
writer. Carol had over two 
hundred publications of her 
writing and received numerous 
awards for her brilliant writing. 
Carol’s great voice has been 
quieted, yet it will live forever 
in the hearts and minds of 
her students, readers, family 
and friends. Carol’s family and 
friends have set up the Carol 
Carpenter Writing Scholarship 
at Oakland University, 2200 
N  Squirrel Road, Rochester,
Ml 48309 to honor Carol, w h o  
truly walked in beauty.

Tvlay, tfie 
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DIXON
DORIS ELIZABETH 
TREADWELL Went to be 
with her Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ on November 
20th, 2016 at the age of 87. 
She w a s  born February 23, 
1929 in Jackson, Michigan, 
and attended Jackson High 
School. She is survived by 
her beloved husband of 66 
years, Dr. Charles (Chuck) E. 
Dixon; sons David (Melanie) 
of Buchanan, GA, Michael 
(Lisa) of Jackson, Ml, and 
Mark (Kelly) of Novi, Ml; eight 
grandchildren and eight great­
grandchildren. She w a s  a 
Registered Nurse, a long-time 
m e m b e r  of the First United 
Methodist Church of Jackson, 
as well as Newburg United 
Methodist Church of Livonia, 
and participated in m a n y  
church activities throughout 
the years, including U M W  and 
the Music Ministry, singing 
in church choirs from age 
fourteen. She also spent m a n y  
years as a m e m b e r  of the 
Gilbert &  Sullivan Society of 
Jackson; was a past president 
of the Michigan Dental 
Association Auxiliary, and 
numerous PTA committees 
while raising her three boys. A  
lifelong fan of the University of 
Michigan, her favorite time of 
the year w a s  fall, as it brought 
with it Michigan Football 
Saturdays. A  memorial service 
will be Sunday, November 
27th at 3p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church of Jackson. 
275 W. Michigan Ave. with 
visitation one hour prior.

ELNAN
PAT JOY Age 85, of 
Farmington Hills, Michigan. 
Beloved wife of the late Thor 
Elnan. Dear sister of Joyce 
Stoumbos, Kay Adelsburg, 
and Joan Rogers. Survived 
by m a n y  loving nieces and 
nephews. Private sen/ices 
entrusted to Thayer-Rock 
Funeral Home, Downtown 
Farmington. Memorial 
contributions m a y  be m a d e  
to St. Judes Children’s 
Research Hospital or Friends 
of the Farmington Community 
Library.

www.thayer-rock.com

GONZALEZ
JENNIFER November 14,
2016 A g e  29 of Pensacola 
Florida, Formerly of Wayne. 
Long time companion of Tim 
Woodruff. Daughter of D a w n  
Stevens and Rene Gonzalez. 
Granddaughter of Sylvia and 
Roberto Gonzalez and the late 
Thelma and Donald Porter. 
Sister to Jason, Jared, Julian, 
and Jamie. Aunt of Emily 
Taylor and Madilyn Gonzalez. 
Also, survived by m a n y  Aunts, 
uncles and cousins. Funeral 
service from The Uht Funeral 
Home, 35400 Glenwood Rd., 
Westland, Saturday 11:30 
a.m. Visitation Friday from the 
funeral h o m e  11 a.m. - 9  p.m. 
Cremation to follow. Family 
requests memorials to Gift of 
Life. Please view memorial and 
send tributes at

www.uhtfh.com

HINOTE

WILFRED CHARLES age
70, passed a w a y  at h o m e  
on Tuesday, November 15, 
2016, surrounded by his family 
and after a four-year struggle 
with cancer. H e  is preceded 
by his parents Lucette and 
Ossie Hinote, long-time 
residents of Plymouth and 
owners of Ossie’s Welding.
H e  is survived by his wife 
Carol, his sons W a y n e  C. and 
Troy M. both of Plymouth; 
sisters Judith Hainaut of Des 
Moines, Iowa; Joyce Hinote 
of Brooklyn, N e w  York; Carol 
Hinote of Albuquerque, N e w  
Mexico; and brother William 
Hinote of Asheville, North 
Carolina. Chuck graduated 
in 1964 from Plymouth High 
School, attended Michigan 
Technological University, was 
drafted into the A r m y  and 
served in Vietnam with an 
honorable discharge in 1974. 
H e  worked until his retirement 
four years ago as a welder/ 
fabricator. H e  and his wife 
Carol were married in 1972. 
Viewing and Funeral will be 
held at Schrader-Howell 
Funeral H o m e  in Plymouth 
(www.schrader-howell.com). 
Interment will be in Great 
Lakes National Cemetery, 
Holly, Ml.

HOWARD

HILMAR Our family 
renaissance m a n  Hilmar 
Howard will always be loved 
and remembered. At the age 
of 87 Hilmar w a s  a life long 
learner. H e  taught himself 
h o w  to write Chinese, speak 
G erman and Swedish; m e m b e r  
of the Farmington Swedish 
Club. Hil taught himself to play 
piano, violin, and cello. A  gifted 
artist and former m e m b e r  
of B B A A  and the Scarab 
Club. A  former Farmington 
Fireman w h o  still loved reciting 
Shakespeare! Before retiring 
Hilmar w a s  a successful 
4th generation fruit grower; 
business owner and orchardist 
in Farmington Hills. H e  will 
be missed by his immediate 
family, son, Colin Howard and 
wife, Emily; daughter, Maria 
Howard-Smith and husband, 
T i m m  Smith; grandchildren, 
J a m e s  and Brianna Howard, 
Dylan and Shayla Smith; as 
well as all his m a n y  friends 
and family. For inquiry 
regarding the Celebration of 
Life on December 10th, please 
contact ehoward8373@gmail. 
c o m  or call 810-265-8168.

PALO
ROBERT Age 64 of Livonia. 
Loving father of Lisa (Mike) 
Hayes and Mike (Katherine). 
Proud grandpa of Michael, 
Evan, Olivia, and Lucas. 
Dearest brother of Rick 
(Cheryl). Mary Ellen (the late 
Kenneth) Peters, Ronald (Lori), 
Michael (Christina), and Mark 
(Darla). Also survived by m a n y  
other loving family and friends. 
Memorial gathering will be 
held Tuesday 5:30 p.m.-8:30 
p.m. with memorial service at 
7 p.m. at Fred W o o d  Funeral 
Home-Rice Chapel. 36100 Five 
Mile Rd., Livonia (E. of Levan). 
Please visit online guestbook 

fredwoodfuneralhome.com.

PAULL
R A N D Y  L E E  of Garden City, 
Michigan passed a w a y  on 
September 24, 2016 at the age 
of 61. Randy w a s  a lifelong 
resident of Garden City. He 
will be dearly missed by m a n y  
family mem b e r s  and friends. A  
Celebration of Randy’s Life has 
been planned for December 
3, 2016. For more information, 
please contact the family at 
celebrationoflife4Randy@ 
gmail.com.
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Taking a counteroffer is never cut and dry
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BY MATTTARPEY
CAREERBUILDER

I n s o m e  cases, w h e n  your 
I current employer finds out 
I that you’ve received a job 
offer from another company, 
he or she will propose a 
counteroffer in an effort to 
keep you. T h e  counteroffer 
frequently includes a consid­
erable pay b u m p  and s o m e ­
times a  promotion.

Is it better to accept the 
counteroffer and stay with 
your current c o m p a n y ?  Here 
are s o m e  pros and cons to 
consider.

Money
T h e  biggest advantage of 

taking a counteroffer is also 
the most obvious: It’s probably 
a higher salary. Also, the fact 
that your employer is fighting 
to keep you m a y  hint at your 
status with the company.

“W h e n  you’re able to get a 
counteroffer from your employ­
er, you’ve effectively forced 
them to put their m o n e y  where 
their mouth is," says Dorianne 
St. Fleur, a human-resources 
professional, career coach 
and blogger. “It’s a unique 
opportunity for you to leverage 
your competing offer to get a 
higher salary and/or bigger 
job responsibilities."

Retention costs
A  higher salary m a y  not 

always be indicative of greater

value to the company. In fact, 
the counteroffer might be an 
attempt to cut costs.

T h e  truth is that the cost 
of replacing an employee is 
higher than the cost of the 
raise," says Michele Mavi, 
director of internal recruiting 
and content development at 
Atrium Staffing. “In addition to 
the purely financial benefit to 
the c o m p a n y  to keep you on 
board, they’ll also be avoiding 
the administrative headache 
of replacing you. For m a n y  
managers, the time, cost and 
disruption to their business 
might b e c o m e  things that they 
want to avoid at all costs."

Reason to leave
T h e  proposition of more 

m o n e y  m a y  be tempting, 
but don’t lose sight of what 
caused you to seek a n e w  job 
in the first place.

‘A  b u m p  up in salary is 
terrific, but what else d o  you 
need a n d  want?" says ca­
reer counselor and executive 
coach Roy Cohen. *Are you 
upset that you have been 
passed over for a  promotion? 
Wou l d  you benefit from a flex 
schedule or the opportunity to 
work from h o m e  occasionally? 
Are the benefits better at the 
n e w  c o m p a n y ?  W h a t  is miss­
ing from your current situation,

and is it likely to be available 
to you if you stay?"

TVust issues
Even if you get a counter­

offer, your employer knows 
that you were looking for 
another job. M o n e y  aside, 
this m a y  have planted seeds 
of distrust that you need to 
overcome if you accept the 
counteroffer.

“Employers are human, too, 
and remember: You just told 
them that you disliked your 
situation so m u c h  that you 
went through the process of 
seeking a n d  almost accepting 
employment elsewhere," Mavi

says. Things m a y  not return 
to normal right away. There 
m a y  be promotions that you 
aren’t considered for, or you 
m a y  not be asked to lead the 
big project you had your heart 
set on. That’s not to say that 
with time, things can’t g o  back 
to normal or that s o m e  people 
haven’t been perfectly happy 
accepting counteroffers —  ifs 
just not the norm."

Co-worker dynamics
Ifs also worth considering 

your co-workers’ responses to 
finding out you were prepared 
to leave. T h e  feeling of dis­
loyalty or betrayal m a y  not be 
exclusive to your manager.

“If it b e c o m e s  k n o w n  that 
you accepted a counteroffer, 
your co-workers m a y  b e c o m e  
resentful of you and the m o ­
rale of your department could 
change," says D e L y n n  Senna, 
executive director at Robert 
Half Finance &  Accounting. 
“Other employees could start 
to believe that it takes threat­
ening to leave to get a raise or 
a better title. S o m e  employees 
could even go on the hunt for 
a n e w  job so they can receive 
their o w n  counteroffer."

Mart Tarpey is a writer for the 
Advice & Resources section 
on CareerBuilder.com. He 
researches and writes about 
job-search strategy, career 
management, hiring trends and 
workplace issues.
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6253 GET ALERTS POST RESUME FIND ADVICE
Set up on emnil olert to receive 
recommended jobs each week.

Encourage employers to contact you by 
posting your resume online.

Master job search skills with expert 
advice and career resources.

F O L L O W  C A R E E R B U I L D E R

M I C H I G A N  A D  N E T W O R K  S O L U T I O N S  C L AS S I F I E D■ S '  TO PLACE YOUR AD 1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED- TRUCK DRIVER

TanTaro Transportation is hiring Company Often and Onner Opeitiors tor Flatbed, Van, or Tank. Exce/ler*/ eqripment pay, benetts, home 
weetty. Cat)800-650-0292or apply imviantara us (MICH)

MISCELLANEOUS
STOP OVERPAYING for )vur prescriptbns! SAVEI Call our licensed Canadian and International pharmacy, compare prices and get $25.00 
OFT your first prescriptioni CALL 1-800-259-4150 Promo Code CDC201625 (MICH)
THIS CLASSIFIED SPOT FOR SALE. Advertise your product or recruit an applicant In more than 100 Mbhlgan newspapers at one 
time! Only $299Meek Call this newspaper or 800-227-7636 nMYcnaads.com (MICH)
O U R  H U NTERS WILL PAY T O P  $ $ $  to hunt your land. Call lor a free Base Camp Leasing Info packet and quote 1-866-309-1507 
MwBaseCampLeasingcom (MICH)

STEEL BUILDINGS
PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS- FreeEstimates-Ucensedandinsuted-2x6 Trusses 45 Year Warranty GalealumeSteel-19Cotors-Since 
1976-til in Mlch/gan-CaH Today 1-800-292-0679 (MICH)

Personal Chef Professional, 
experienced CIA trained chef seeks
part time positions cooking oroonic, 
I ethical, nutritional meals for Indi­
viduals or families. (248)231-9322
eliiabethelliott922egmall.com

Paintins f 
Removal ■ 
Drywall R 
Free Est!

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING 
BY LACOURE SERVICES
Clean-ups, landscaping, grading, 
sodding, hydro-seeding, retaining 
walls, ins. work, brick walks & 

patios. Drainings &  lawn irrigation 
systems, low foundations built 
up. Weekly lawn Maintenance.
Haul away unwanted Items.
• Commercial • Presidential

• 42 years experience
• Licensed and Insured

• Free Estimates

www.lacoureservfces.com 
248-489-5955 or 248-521-8818

COMPLETE UNDSCAPING 
BY LACOURE SERVICES
Clean-ups, landscaping, grading, 
sodding, hydro-seeding, retaining 
walls, Ins. work, brick walks & 

pallos. Drainings & lawn Irrigation 
systems, low foundations built 
up. Weekly lawn Maintenance.
Haul away unwanted Items.

• Commercial • Residential
• 42 years experience
• Licensed and Insured

• Free Estimates

www.lacoureservices.com 
248-489-5955 or 248-521-8818

GET COOKING WITH 
THE EMPLOYMEHT 

CLASSIFIEDS!
Whether you're looking for 
a job in the food industry 
or another field, we've got 
the recipe for success!

• Generous portions of 
regional listings

• A blend of employers and 
employment agencies

5PICE UP YOUR CAREER - 
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!

O bserver &  E ccentric
i o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

1-800-579-7355
www.hometownlife.com



Helping
V O U

reach your

Whether you want to 
get fit or 

get organized—  
save money doing it

with
an OSiE Media 
classified ad!

O u r  classifieds 
W O R K O U T !

O bserver &  E ccentric
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m  ~[y/|̂

A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
C R O S S W O R D  PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 Neighbor ol 
Chile

5 Chemist's 
outerwear

12 Some 
captives

20 Copies
21 Magic's city
22 Fearmonger
23 Centennial 

State 
pageant 
winner

25 Start to chew
26 Clinic fluids
27 Enjoy a meal
28 D V R  biggie
29 Baste, e.g.
30 Text giggle
31 Output of 

Tolkien
38 Highly skilled 

people
40 Prudential 

competitor
41 *—  found It!"
42 Member 

of a noted 
racecar­
driving 
family

47 Surplus item
51 Bo a cast 

member of
52 Oklahoma 

tribe member
53 Placed in the 

middle, to a 
Brit

55 The NBA’s 
"King James’

57120-Down
character
Sarduccl

61 Uru. 
neighbor

64 Wildlife lair
65 Proverb
66 Add liberally
67 Most August 

newborns
69 Popular 

energy drink
73 Anderson of 

■WKRP In 
Cincinnati’

74 Romo's 
country, in 
French

76 ’FOr — " 
(piano piece)

77 Sun, e.g.
79 —  Moines, 

Iowa
80 Prism, cone 

or sphere
82 Beach shoe
85 Stands for 

hot dishes
86 Melody
87 "Saludl," say
91 Dutch genre 

painter Jan
92 Port-au- 

Prince’s land
98 No. on a 

road sign
100 Navigator 

Islands, now

101 Cry upon 
release

102 1991 Denzel 
Washington 
fllm

109 Gave a meal
110 Hubbub
111 Chiang Mai 

native
112 Johnny —
113 Pool coverer
115 Open ocean
118 Parts of it

appear at 
both tho 
starts and 
ends of this 
puzzle's 
eight theme 
phrases

123 Bel Air 
resident, 
e.g.

124 Funlcello of 
the screen

125 Cry in 
church

126 Nonclerical 
females

127-Possibly"
128 Veg out, say
D O W N

1 Cook's spray
2 Like serials
3 Pick again
4 K G B  funder
5 Lav, in Bath
6 Specter In 
politics

7 Make 
swollen

8 Magna —
9 —  par with

10 Stick in
11 Moreover
12 Natural 

home
13 With 84- 

Down, 
lunchmeat 
with plmlento

14 Goal In Zen 
Buddhism

15 Uno plus 
duo

16 French bud
17 Knife of TV 

ads
18 Oxalate, e.g.
19 Vermont ski 

town
24 Wearing a 

lounge robe
28 Color a little
30 Tibetan 

priest
32 Ending for 

enzymes
33 She sang 

■Smooth 
Operator"

3 4 dam 
tootin'!’

35 4G —  (T- 
Moblle 
offering)

36 Retaliate
37 Like some 

criticism

39 Singer Ochs 86 Shut angrily
43 Actor 88 Structure

Greene of a plane
44 —  -Z without the
45 Luc’s denial engine
46 Chilling stuff 89 Belfry
48 Camera locales

stand
49 Fixed up
50 Studmuffm 
54 West

Germany's
Ludwig

56 Deprived
57 Not genuine

90 Knotted
93 Quarterback 

Boomer
94 Spanish for 

'daddy"
95 Ball caller
96 *Sk8er — " 

(2002 hit)
58 Wheel turner 97 Chick--- A
59 Little jerk 99 Hold dear
60 Patients'gp. 102 Taj —
61 First groups 103 Singer 

of invitees Menzel
62 Snappy reply 104 Drenched
63 Net minder 105 1953 Alan
65 California's Ladd title

—  Woods role
68 Splinters 106 Disney
70 MBA, say mermaid
71 — ray Disc 107 Religious
72 Feature of branches

the word 108 Die down
"go" 114 Rent—

75 — -Kit 116 Chop down
(police tool) 117— mo

78 Tub traction 118 Animal 
aids gullet

SIMedit. land 119 A,
82 'Or —  hear" In France
83 From way 120 75 TV 

back: Abbr. debut
84 See 13- 121 Ang of film

Down 122 Certain M.D.

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or 
smcclellan@michlgan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

S U D O K U
5 9 3 4

7 8 1
9 5 3
4 2 3 7

8 2 6 4
7 6 5 8

2 1 6
1 9 2 3

3 4 9

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric dues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier It gets to solve the 
puzzle!

6 z l 9 S V e 8 z
Z V e Z 6 8 s I 9
8 9 s L 1- e v 6 Z
e 8 z S fr 9 6 Z l

l 9 6 Z z 8 e s
s 6 z e 8 l Z 9
9 e 8 V Z s l z 6
i s 6 8 9 z z V e
z z V l e 6 9 s 8

THANKSGIVING W O R D  SEARCH W O R D S
ACORN
AUTUtf

0 0 c E P 0 T A T 0 E S C G D s H P E B BAM
BASTE

M n M T K W D H N I K P n U P C P L P I CASSEROLE
CONVERSATION

W D 0 H I A G A D w H Y E S 0 w R L I I COPNBREAD
N T A V Y L B Y D D N N N R P G D T C B CORNUCOPIA

DELICIOUS
V E S H I R G L I P C M N L M N C C E K DESERT
K I I A G R A V Y A U U K E D I 0 V R T DIMING

DDftER
C A S S E R 0 L E I C W R F G V N L F S EAT
L R T D A N E M U 0 B T Q T A I V U E Q FEAST

FOOTBALL
T T Y R V B K A P H N A s 0 I G E F A F GATHERING
E H H E A C D I H R w S I V H S R K S 0 GRAVY

LEAF
V D U T L D A I K K U T u E E K S N I 0 LEFTOVERS
I S A R A T I I N B F Y F R R N A A S T NAPKIN

NATIVE
T u N E S S A T F N K W F S I A T H N B OVEN
A 0 Y R R D C E X N E B I R N H I T E A PILGRIMS

POTATOES
N I S G 0 B A A K 0 H R N L G T 0 Y V L PIUPION
R c D N F C N Y L S N Y G F F W N T 0 L RECIPE

SQUASH
R I 0 I G H A R A R H S N N I K P A N D STUFFING
H L w N B 0 0 U 0 V E G E T A B L E S 0 TASTY

TWKRJLF E G I U D Q P M C D E S S E R T N Y D THANKSGIVING
P D A D D S E N 0 B H S I H P E L E A F THURSDAY

TRADITIONS
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle. VEGETABLES

WISH8CNE
YAM

□QOUQ □ □ □ □ □ □ □  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □  □□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ □BnnHHHEininacD □□□□□□□□ OBmo □□□ nncacn □□□I □□□□ □ □ □ □ □  o B o m n  D Q B□ □ □ □ □□Bonn B O B U  BBCIOEIBB DUDBEIBUI □□□□EFnBBDBB□ □ □  b b c i  □ □ o n m  □ □ □ □ □ □  □□BB □□□□□□□□□an □□□□i□□□□□□ □□□□□ □□□ □□□, □BanBiinBBDB □□□□na□ □ □ □ B O B  □ □ □ □  □ □ □ □ □□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□cranno 
b o b  □□□□□ □□□□□□□ n B B D B B n Q Q n Q n n n a n  □ □ □  □ □ □  n m n n  □ □ □  □ □ □ □  □□□□□□□□ □BBQBnaBBnas □□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□□□□ □BBHBBB BOBO

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE



PRISIDiNT-iliCT TRUMP ASIDE. VW. KIA, G M  - AND THE INDUSTDY - MOVE AHEAD WITH ELECTRIFICATION
E v e n  as a 

n e w  president 
m o v e s  tow ar d  
inauguration in 
the United States 
as a staunch 
o p p o n e n t  of 
regulations aimed 
at climate change, 
it’s full speed 

a h e a d  for a u t om a ke r s  in rolling 
out n e w  electrically powered vehicles 
for global markets.

Volkswagen is completing its pivot 
from “clean diesel” to electrification. 
A  Chinese startup called N e x t E V  
has launched an electric car it claims 
is the world’s fastest completely 
battery-powered automobile, with 
big plans to create a lifestyle brand 
to m a t c h  the car’s speed.

A n d  K i a  will be bringing its 
first hybrid vehicle, the 2017 Niro 
Hybrid, to A m e r i c a n  s h o w r o o m s  
s o o n  - a n d  has c o m e  u p  with a 
cutting-edge digital “chatbot” to 
help market a n d  explain the car.
Trump's term m a y  cause the industry 

to hit the pause button in certain 
ways as carmakers look for the n e w  
Republican administration to go easier

o n  t h e m  in terms of fuel-economy 
a n d  emissions requirements. But 
the horse is far out of the barn, 
to use a n  o ld -mode metaphor, in 
terms of the industry embracing 
electric cars.

F o r  example. General M o t o r s  is 
bringing out its all-electric Chevrolet 
Bolt right now, and Tesla is pushing 
a he ad  with plans for huge output 
of its o w n  mainstream-priced EV, 
M o d e l  3, in a year or so.

Since Dieselgatc, Volkswagen, too, 
has pivoted toward EVs. A n d  C E O  
Matthias Mueller just a n n o u n c e d  
that the c o m p a n y  m a y  actually 
build its o w n  EV-battery factory.

V W  also disclosed plans to m a k e  
EVs in the U S  by 2021 as part of a new 
push to bec om e  a major player in the 
A me r i c a n  market and to b e c o m e  a 
significant factor in a battery-vehicle 
seg me n t  w h e r e  V o l k s w a g e n  h a d  
been a n  afterthought until lately.

Kia has launched NiroBot, a n e w  
bot for Facebook Messenger, to deliver 
instant access to comprehensive 
product information for the Niro.

T h e  gambit is part of a growing 
wave of brands using chatbots, which 
U S A  T o d a y  defines as “a largely 
automated, interactive experience

that assists c on su m er s  with 
questions and sells them goods 
a n d  services.”

Earlier this month, forinstance, 
Twitter a n n o u n c e d  that it 
will launch it o w n  chatbot, 
w hi ch  already is being used 
by Pizza Hut, Spotify, Tosco, 
Evernote a n d  other brands.
A n d  U b e r  users c a n  hail a 
c a b  via chatbot. Meanwhile, 
Staples, Mastercard and B a n k  
of A m e r i c a  arc just a few of 
the brands that have launched 
bots in recent months.

“W h e r e  brands were once 
defined by their visual expression 
a n d  h u m a n  interaction, w e ’re 
n o w  entering a stage where brands 
also will be defined through digital 
voice,” said Dylan Stuart, partner at 
Lippincott, a creative consulting firm. 
“A s  chatbots cross the digital divide 
from transactions to relationships, 
the face a n d  nature of branding is 
evolving.”

F a c e b o o k  is n o w  selling ads o n  
the popular messaging service to 
brands that can reach people they’ve 
interacted with, routing Facebook 
users to Messenger. People w h o  have 
started conversations with brands 
o n  M es se n ge r  will be invited to 
“converse” with a chatbot.

Messenger n o w  works on Android 
Auto, m e a n i n g  that users will be 
able to listen to a n d  reply to texts 
f r o m  friends o n  M essenger using 
voice c o m m a n d s .

The all-new 2017 Kia Niro Hybrid Utility Vehicle
For Kia, the NiroBot on Messenger 

will allow the brand to “ talk” with 
c o n su m er s  about comprehensive 
information about the new EV, interior 
and exterior galleries, multimedia 
product overviews a n d  the ability 
to schedule a test drive.

“ K i c k i n g  off o u r  pre-launch 
strategy by breaking n e w  ground 
with our bot for Messenger [will] 
m a k e  the new-car research process 
m u c h  easier a n d  m o r e  efficient for 
shoppers,” K imberley Gardiner, 
director of marketing for Kia Motors 
America, said in a n ew s  release.

“T h e  user-friendly interface 
c om bines the experience of being 
in a s ho w r o o m  with the convenience 
a n d  mobility today’s car buyers 
are looking for as users interact 
with the NiroBot at their o w n  pace 
and focus on the specific areas that

interest t h e m  most.”
Certainly T r u m p  was far from the 

m i n d s  of Next executives as they 
pulled the w ra ps  off the N I O  EP9, 
which boasts 1,360 horsepower, zero- 
to-160-mph speed of 7.1 seconds and 
a lap record for E V s  at the fam ou s  
Nuerburgring circuit in Ger ma n y.
T h e  N I O  E P 9  w a s  introduced 

at the s w a n k y  Saatchi Gallery on 
Kings Road, London, though it will 
first g o  o n  sale in its native China.
T h e  car will g o  o n  sale in C hi na  

first and then around the world, the 
company said. “This visionary electric 
brand will help users rediscover the 
‘joyful lifestyle’ of car ownership 
b y  creating inspiring vehicles that 
deliver superior performance, a n e w  
b e n c h m a r k  for aesthetic design 
a n d  unique user experience,” the 
statement said.

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Vr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734)459-0702 3.875 0 3.125 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.875 0 3.125 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.875 0 3.125 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.875 0 3.125 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 3.875 0 3.125 0

Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 4.125 0 3.5 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 4.125 0 3.375 0.125

Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.25 0 3.5 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 4.125
• I 3.25 0

Above Information available as of 11/23/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com 

VII Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

© 2 0 1 6  Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

N O T I C E  T O  S P E C T R U M  C A B L E  C U S T O M E R S
Important Information about Your Spectrum Channel Lineup

Communities Served: Farmington Hills: Farmington; Livonia; Novi; and Redford, Ml 
Effective on or after December 6, 2016, Fuse will bo added on Oigi Tier 1/Promier 
Channels, channel 76 and in H D  on channel 276.
Effective on or after December 13, 2016, Impact Network HD  will be added to Digi 
Tier l channel 369. TV One on channel 147 and 347 will move from Digi Her 1/ 
Premier Channels to Spectrum TV Select/Standard.
For a complete channel lineup, visit brighthouso com.

For more information, please call 1-877-885-8318 
or visit our website at brighthouse.comSpectrum̂

Careers

n e w  beginnings...wmmmm
A C C O U N T I N G /  

H U M A N  R E S O U R C E  C L E R K  
Full-Time. Accountlnq experience 
needed. Construction oackoround 
preferred. Exp'd. In Mlcrosoff 
Word, Excel and Power Point. 

Mon-Frl. Good Salary/Benefits. 
Resume to: 146S0 Jib Street 

Plymouth, Ml 48170 
Please no phone calls.

neighborly deals...

Assorted

Estate Antique Auction
Friday Nisht. Dec 2 at 6pr 
11580 Ozga, Romulus, 4817« 

Furniture, Asian Collection, Fine 
Art, Gold Watches, Great Lamps, 
Lladro, Toy's, Larpe Children's & 
Doll Furniture Collection, &  More!

See 400 Photos 8. List: 
www.DougOaltonAuctioneer.com.

800-801-6452

VItems
all kinds of things... ▼

Notional Geographic Majaxlncs- 
From 2006 to 2016. Mini Condition 
with cases. 5300 cash. 248-668-0408

DIRECT CARE: * New wage- 
9.S&r\r. trained; must be 18 &  have a 
valid Ml driver's license; CLS/MORC 
framed preferred. Full time and part 
time; many shifts; support adults 
living In their own homes; make a 

dltference! 734-728-4201

DIRECT C A R E  STAFF - Coring 
staff to assist and support Individuals 
to live In their home? as Independent- 

wlth recre- 
ansporta-

ly as possible' 
atlon, dally living needs, transp

v B2231Z!]3B
Christmas Marketplace 
Sat. Dec. 3rd 9am-4pm 

Commerce United Methodist Church, 
1155 N. Commerce Rd. Cookies, 
Crafts, &  Raffle. Fresh green or- 

rongements& lunch. (243 ) 363-3935

M f B l - W 1
find a n e w  friend...

m
Farmington-Glen Eden Cemetery 

2 plots In Trinity Garden. Section f6< 
•3 &  4. Call 520-625-5378

UIIUII# U14II7 MVMitf I HuiiaMvi III*
tlon, other duties and services. S10.5CV 
hr to start. Call 734-722-4580 Ext 819

MP*I! 11 IffTffliBfffll

Ltvonia-GIcn Eden Parfc 4 plots
$3,600 (or all or SlOOOeach 

Call 586-808-5233

RN, LPN or M A
Dermatology practice In Ann Arbor 

/Plymouth area Is seeking 
motivated: RN, L P N  or M A  

Dermatology exp'd. preferred. 
Salary commensurate with 
experience. Excellent benetlt 

package Including 401K 
No Weekends/No Evenings. 

a2dermOaol.com

^  esiheeeidi©
KILL B E D  B U G S  &  THEIR EGGSI 

Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/ 
KIT Complete Treatment System. 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 

homedepot.com

L O W  COST V E T  VACCINE 
W E L L N E S S  CLINIC 
TSC ~  W H I T E  L A K E

10150 Highland Rd. Sun. Dec. Ilth, 
4PM-6:30PM D H P P  LeptO C V  B D t  
$38. 3 year Rabies $14, Heartworm 
Test $15 w/ purchase of 6 months 

heartworm prevention.
M U S T  BRING AD. Skin, Ear &  Eye 

exams avail. 313-686-5701

CASH PAID or C O N S I G N M E N T  for 
Vintage. Antique &  Other Valuable 
Items. Single Items to storage units 
to entire estates. Protessicnal, 
courteous, (air, honest, discreet older 
gentleman. I DRIVE T O  YOU. Coins, 
costume &  fine lewelry, knick knacks, 
mlllfory. collections, books, toys, 
stereos. Instruments, ephemera, 
clothing, Christmas, much more. 
Richard. BSE, MBA:

Turn your dust 
into dollars by 

placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

REAL ESTATE SALES 
OPPORTUNITY

Michigan's #1 REALTOR.

Market Start Earning Commissions 
Right Away.

•Own Your Own Practice 
•Be Your O w n  Boss 
•Work Your Schedule 

•You Determine Your Income
• HealttVL^ft^D^blfSy/RetIremenf 

•Full Time Support Staff
P A T  R Y A N .  R E A L T O R  

(734 ) 591-9200
PatRyanORealEstateOnc.com

Transportation
Wheels d a Ham

WitMour To-Do! Li

R e a ^ s t a t ^ ^ ^

great place to live.
S

Birmingham 3br/2.5 bath colonial 
Near Seaholm great area! attached 
garage, all aopf. SSlSfYoto 248-701-7283

Canton Furnished or unfurnished
home on 5 acres, all util. Included, 
cable, wifi. $475/mo Call 734-658-8323

ITIL December 1st1 
$699" moves you In!

Homes as lew aj $1,199/mor<h/
314 Eedrcan HxnesAvalJbte 

Don* delay 4 aUtcdayl These home are go«rg fwtl 
Call SunHxne today, (8M)4iS-OJ 45

O r a f o l y o n l h e X w w w . 4 n orthvftle.com
South Lyon Schools!
OFFICE HOURS: Ptftl

M-F6l-5 30p*Sit9i-lp 
Offer expire lf/30/2016 

3 ••Some reirictions apply EHO

W e  can sell it in
CLASSIFIED!

Pjid prcfesslcnaJ fcaca 
tnp:07»C£n*. ssrrta pro Titers la 
O f c B  M s C l A ' s  C ^ s i i e d  3=T7iC2S 

secOoa every

To idreitiM ywu kcai fapfcraaa 
KTricw, court u  it
800-S79-73S5
Qssfnu & EcCEfTBC
.. ......MEDIA

Local news.

You don’t have to fish for it. 
It’s right here, from the front 
to the back of your Observer &  
Eccentric Media newspapers.

Totally Local Coverage!
to subscribe, call: 866-887-2737

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c
h o m o t o w n l l t o . o o m  Y T

A QAWNtTT COMPANY


