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Law says Siegrist can’t serve two roles
Clerk hopeful wouldn't be able to serve as school trustee

Darrell Clem
• hometownlife.com

Legal experts say Canton 
Tbvvnship clerk candidate M i ­
chael Siegrist, if elected Nov. 
8, could not do that job while 
still serving as a Plymouth- 
Canton C o m m u n i t y  Schools

board trustee, though the 
Democratic nominee had in­
tended to serve in both roles.

Then-Attorney General 
Mike Cox, citing “competing 
interests” in an opinion in 
2004, ruled that one official 
cannot hold both positions 
because township clerk offices

oversee school 
board elections 
and are paid by 
school boards to 
do it. State law 
turned school 
elections over to Siegrist 
local clerks Jan.
1, 2005.

“It is m y  opinion, therefore, 
that the offices of township 
clerk and m e m b e r  of a board

of education of a local school 
district will b e c o m e  incompat­
ible on Jan. 1, 2005,” Cox 
wrote, citing election law 
changes.

Siegrist, competing with 
Republican nominee Linda 
Obrec for the clerk’s job, has 
contended he sought legal 
advice and w a s  told there is no

See SIEGRIST, Page A2

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
W S D P - F M  staffers Zain Omair, A m a n d a  Barberena a n d  Clay Martin, in the m a i n  studio.

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
W S D P - F M  staffer Ian K a n d t  edits an overnight broadcast.

Matt Jachman
hometownlife.com

Aiming high has paid off at W S D P - F M  
(88.1).

T h e  300-watt, student-run radio station 
at Plymouth-Canton Educational Park, 
better k n o w n  as 88.1 T h e  Park, has 
launched dozens of careers, given hun­
dreds of students a head start in post-high 
school studies and kept thousands of 
listeners informed and entertained with 
its programming.

“It’s been an amazing experience to 
watch these students,” John Kreger, the 
assistant manager and a station alumni, 
said during a recent visit. “If you give 
students a high standard and ask t h e m  to 
meet it, they will.”

Now, the 44-year-old station is marking
See RADIO, Page A3

Voters to 
choose 
Obrec or 

Siegrist for 
Canton clerk

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

Canton will have a n e w  
clerk for the first time in more 
than two decades w h e n  depart­
ing Clerk Terry Bennett leaves 
her job —  after 21 years —
after the Nov. 8 election.

Voters will decide her suc­
cessor between Republican 
Linda Obrec, w h o  has a lengthy 
history as a businesswoman 
and community volunteer, and 

Democrat M i ­
chael Siegrist, 
an accountant, 
Plymouth-Can­
ton C o m m u n i t y  
Schools board 
trustee and for­
m e r  Canton 
Public Library 
board leader 
w h o  also worked 
with the clerk’s 
office absentee 
voter counting 
board.

T h e  winner 
will earn a four- 

Siegrist year term on the

Obrec

seven-member 
Canton T o w n ­

ship Board of Trustees.
In responses to questions 

submitted by the Observer, 
Obrec said the biggest chal­
lenge facing the clerk’s office 
is responding to the growing 
d e m a n d  for public services.
She cited a sharp uptick in 
voter registration.

“O u r  registered voter base 
has already grown 10 percent 
this year. That’s over 6,100 n e w  
voters,” said Obrec, president 
of Front Line Resources, Inc., a 
strategic marketing company, 
adding that m o r e  than 1,000 
houses are in s o m e  stage of 
development and demands on 
the clerk’s office will increase.

“To keep costs down, the 
clerk’s office will have to 
maintain the current staffing 
level for as long as possible. 
M o r e  election day workers 
must be recruited for a record 
n u m b e r  of 66,000-plus voters 
and growing,” she said. “H u n ­
dreds of election workers must
be professionally trained or 
retrained every two years 
before being led through a 
process that has unquestion­
able high integrity. M o r e  poll­
ing places that meet state of 
Michigan guidelines must be 
opened. Decisions about n e w  
voting equipment the state of 
Michigan will approve must be 
successfully made.”

Siegrist also said one of the 
biggest challenges facing the 
clerk’s office is recruiting 
election workers —  and he said 
he can change that rather than 
having to hire an outside c o m ­
pany to help.

See CLERK, Page A2
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SIEGRIST
Continued f r o m  P a g e  A1

conflict between the two 
positions.

“W h e n  I m a d e  the 
decision to run for clerk, 
there was s o m e  uncer­
tainty over w h e n  any 
type of conflict would 
arise between the two 
positions,” he said Fri­
day. "I m a d e  the decision 
thinking I would be able 
to do both positions, be­
lieving that m y  experi­
ence with the school 
board would m a k e  m e  a 
m o r e  impactful clerk.”

W h e n  asked if he 
would resign from the 
school board if elected 
clerk, Siegrist said, “If 
elected, I will cross that 
bridge w h e n  I c o m e  to 
it.”

Frank Woodhams,

Michigan Secretary of 
State spokesman, said 
Siegrist wouldn’t be al­
lowed to hold both posi­
tions.

“O u r  understanding of 
this matter is that they 
are incompatible and he 
would have to choose one 
or the other,” W o o d h a m s  
said.

Catherine Mullhaupt, 
staff attorney with the 
Michigan Townships 
Association, said the 
M T A  shares that position 
based on C o x ’s opinion in 
2004. Moreover, she said 
it would apply to all 
township board m e m ­
bers, not just the clerk.

“It’s our position that 
this applies to any (town­
ship) board member,” 
she said, adding that 
C o x ’s opinion “renders 
any township board posi­
tion incompatible with 
the school board. That’s

our position.”
Siegrist had said he 

had hoped to help the 
school board m o v e  for­
ward, especially with 
s o m e  veteran board 
m e m b e r s  stepping d o w n  
from the board.

“With three n e w  m e m ­
bers joining us after the 
election, the district will 
need consistency and 
stability,” he said Thurs­
day.

However, C o x ’s opi­
nion speaks clearly to the 
issue. His ruling depart­
ed from an opinion eight 
years earlier by then- 
Attorney General Frank 
Kelley, w h o  wrote that 
“the offices of township 
clerk and m e m b e r  of a 
board of education of a 
local school district are 
not incompatible” unless 
the two boards enter into 
a contract or have a non­
contractual matter af­

fecting one another.
T h e  township board 

and school board do have 
contractual agreements 
other than the clerk over­
seeing school elections. 
They have agreements 
for police officers w h o  
are assigned to Ply- 
mouth-Canton’s high 
schools. T h e  township 
board and school board 
also have an agreement 
allowing the township to 
tap into the school dis­
trict’s wireless network 
at s o m e  township build­
ings.

K i m  Crouch, Ply- 
mouth-Canton school 
board president, said the 
board has taken no 
stance on Siegrist’s situa­
tion because it would be 
premature before the 
Nov. 8 election.

“There is no conflict 
right now,” she said, 
adding that she wouldn’t

spend taxpayer dollars 
requesting a board at­
torney opinion before the 
election. “As a board, w e  
want to be prudent 
spending m o n e y  w h e n  
w e  don’t k n o w  if there is 
a potential conflict.”

A s  a practical matter, 
Siegrist, in dual roles, 
could have faced deci­
sions about which board 
meetings to attend be­
cause the township board 
and school board often 
meet at the s a m e  time 
the s a m e  night. Regard­
less of his situation, Sie­
grist said consideration 
should be given to per­
haps changing one of the 
board’s meeting times so 
that residents, if they 
want, can go to both rath­
er than having to choose.

Siegrist’s situation is 
considered different 
from that of another 
elected official, James

Fausone, whose n a m e  is 
on the local Nov. 8 ballot 
twice. H e  is seeking a 
third four-year term on 
the Canton Public Li­
brary board and second 
six-year term as a 
Schoolcraft College trus­
tee. Those two entities 
are separate and have no 
contractual agreements, 
Fausone said, so “there’s 
no conflict of interest 
which arises.”

Woodhams, from the 
Secretary of State office, 
said there appears to be 
no conflict between the 
library and Schoolcraft 
boards.

“W e  have no reason to 
have an issue with that,” 
he said. “Those two of­
fices are compatible in 
our view.”
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
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Continued f r o m  P a g e  A1

“I want to w o r k  with 
the township attorney to 
explore options for 
bringing younger people 
into the process, while 
complying with employ­

ment laws,” Siegrist said. 
“I k n o w  there is a virtual 
a r m y  waiting to get en­
gaged in the process. I 
would w o r k  tirelessly to 
provide the training in 
opening and closing the 
polls and returning bal­
lots to the township.” 

Siegrist said his in­
volvement in the Kiwanis

service club has taught 
him h o w  to spur civic 
engagement. A s  an ad­
viser to a high school 
K e y  Club with m o r e  than 
300 members, he said he 
can tap into that resource 
to stir m o r e  interest in 
elections.

For m u c h  m o r e  on 
these two candidates, go

to http://www. 
hometownlife.com and 
also check out the candi­
dates’ websites at 
www.votesiegrist.com 
and www.lindaobrec.com

dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @ Canton Observer 
734-972-091

Voters to decide between McLaughlin 
and Slavens for township treasurer

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

Canton voters will 
choose between two vet­
eran politicians w h e n  
they go to the polls Nov. 8 
to elect a treasurer to a 
four-year term.

Republican incumbent 
Melissa McLaughlin, 
seeking a third term, 
cited her on-the-job expe­
rience and a “very effi­
cient” treasurer’s office 
as a m o n g  the reasons 
voters should choose her. 
She has 24 years of ser­
vice on the Canton T o w n ­
ship Board of Trustees, 
including eight as trea­
surer, and also has served 
on the planning commis-
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Slavens McLaughlin

sion, historical c o m m i s ­
sion and as D o w n t o w n  
Development Authority 
chair.

Democratic challeng­
er Dian Slavens, a former 
state representative, 
touted her six years in 
the state H o u s e  and 
v o w e d  to bring good pol­
icy, transparency and 
accountability to the 
treasurer’s office. She 
cited her experience in 
helping to balance a 
multibillion-dollar, bud­
get in Lansing, creating

policy, working to slash 
state lawmaker pay by 10 
percent and supporting 
elimination of lifetime 
health care for legisla­
tors.

T h e  Observer asked 
the candidates to respond 
to questions as they n o w  
head into the h o m e  
stretch of their c a m ­
paigns.

“Canton didn’t happen 
by accident. It is the re­
sult of terrific leadership, 
vision and team work,” 
McLaughlin said, w h e n  
asked what m a k e s  her the 
better candidate, saying 
she has worked on bud­
gets for 24 years, sup­
ported bond proposals to 
improve Canton and en­
gaged in “s o m e  great 
innovative thinking” with 
her colleagues.

Slavens pledged to be 
a good steward of taxpay­
er dollars if elected.

“A s  Canton treasurer I 
will continue to be the 
fiscal steward needed to 
care for the people’s m o n ­
ey,” she said. “G o o d  pol­
icy is also an important 
factor I can bring. Trans­
parency and accountabil­
ity with strong c o m m u n i ­
cation are vital for the 
citizens of Canton.”

For m u c h  more, go to 
httpi/Avww.
hometownlife.com or to 
the candidates’ websites 
at www.melissa4 
treasurer.com and 
www.slavensfor 
canton.com.
ddem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919
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RADIO
Continued f r o m  P a g e  A1

its third straight nomination for a M a r ­
coni Radio A w a r d  from the National 
Association of Broadcasters —  in just 
the third year the Marconis have had a 
non-commercial station category.
W S D P  is the only high school station 
ever to be n a m e d  a Marconi finalist.

With two previous nominations in a 
row, this year’s honor took station m a n ­
ager Bill Keith b y  surprise. At the s a m e  
time, “I felt that our entry this year was 
our best and really told a great story 
about h o w  w e  serve the community,” 
said Keith, w h o  w a s  been at the station 
for 25 years.

“It is an incredible honor w h e n  you 
realize that w e  are being recognized 
with college and professional stations,” 
he added.

W S D P  didn’t take the Marconi for 
best non-commercial station —  that 
went to W S O U - F M  at Seton Hall Uni­
versity —  but Keith and s o m e  station 
staffers got to bask in the glow during 
the September awards presentation in 
Nashville, Tenn., where they networked 
with top radio professionals.

“It w a s  a great experience,” said 
A m a n d a  Barberena, W S D P ’s program 
director and a Plymouth High School 
senior.

T h e  station began broadcasting in 
February 1972 at just 10 watts. N o w  
firmly established as part of the Ply- 
mouth-Canton C o m m u n i t y  Schools 
district, W S D P  gets an annual subsidy 
of about $110,000 from the district and 
raises another $40,000 or so a year from 
sponsors.
Influential alums

T h e  influence of W S D P  alums has 
been felt at stations around the country 
—  and at the Marconis.

Patrick Walsh, a 1985 Salem grad, is 
president and chief operating officer at 
E m m i s  Communications, an Indianapo­
lis-based media c o m p a n y  with 23 sta­
tions in six markets. Walsh is also on 
the executive committee at the N A B  
and w a s  a presenter in Nashville w h o  
says he felt s o m e  alumni pride w h e n  he 
announced W S D P  as a nominee.

Walsh, w h o  just marked his 10th 
anniversary at Emmis, also prepared 
for his career with a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting and finance and a m a s ­
ter’s in business administration, but 
says he misses his time on the radio.

“I definitely enjoyed m y  time w o r k ­
ing on developing n e w s  stories and 
doing on-air features and preparing 
basketball games,” he said. Radio is his 
“first love” and working at the station 
helped h i m  build confidence.

H e  r e m e m b e r e d  a W S D P  staff of 
15-20 dedicated students (there are 
currently about 30). T h e  music format 
then, he said, included pop, punk and

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
W S D P  p r o g r a m  director A m a n d a  Barberena.

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
W S D P  sports director Clay Martin.

early alternative. “Mid-’80s music is not 
necessarily something I’m  unduly fond 
of,” he said with a chuckle. “It’s n o w  
considered classic.”

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Zain O m a i r  is the music director at W S D P .

T h e  station, he said, “gave a lot of 
license to young people to explore their 
creative sides.”

Current staffers say T h e  Park is 
giving t h e m  technical skills, a leg up on 
their future studies and a sense of c a m ­
araderie in what becomes for t h e m  a 
h o m e  a w a y  from home.
Hands-on learning

T h e y  learn by doing —  and by help­
ing each other along, said Zain Omair, 
the music director and a Canton High 
senior.

“A  radio station is definitely like a 
team,” she said. “People are willing to 
help you out.”

“Hands-on learning for sure,” said 
Amanda, the program director, w h o  
also acts in the P - C E P  theater program.

Zain, involved with the station since

her sophomore year, wants to study 
communications in college, as does 
Amanda, w h o  wants to go into radio 
producing.

Clay Martin, the sports director, 
wants to b e c o m e  a lawyer. “A  lot of the 
communications skills I learned here at 
the station can definitely translate,” he 
said.

T h e  Park, which broadcasts around 
the clock, has an adult contemporary, 
top 40 music format, plus a regular 
student-produced n e w s  show, “News- 
File,” 5:30 p.m. each weekday.

It also offers sports, including live 
broadcasts of athletic events, specialty 
music shows like Zain’s “Pretty in 
P u n k ” (6 p.m. Monday) and “The 
Scene” (6 p.m. Thursday) and informa­
tional features. Monica Merritt, P-CCS 
superintendent, hosts “M o m e n t s  With 
Merritt” (5:45 p.m. Ibesday), in which 
she spotlights things happening in the 
district.

During this election season, W S D P  is 
also giving air time to candidates for 
the P-CCS school board, with staffers 
having them in for interviews.

Kreger, the assistant manager, said 
the station’s mission, as part of the 
school district, is a public service and a 
public trust.

“W e  try to live up to that standard,” 
he said.
mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: ©mattjachman
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Canton resident tapped as Veteran of the M onth
Gerald (Jerry) Towler, 

Vietnam W a r  veteran of 
Canton, was honored as 
the October 2016 “Veter­
an of the M o n t h ” by the 
Sons of the American 
Legion, Squadron 32, of 
the M y r o n  H. Beals 
American Legion Post 32 
in Livonia.

Jerry served in the 
A r m y  from 1964 to 1968. 
H e  was born in Detroit, 
g r e w  up in Melvindale 
and graduated from Mel­
vindale High School. 
W h e n  he turned 18 he 
received his draft notice. 
Jerry loved flying so he 
went straight to the Air 
Force recruiting office 
only to be told that a col­
lege degree was required 
to get into flight school. 
Jerry was disappointed 
but heard that the A r m y  
w a s  looking for pilots and 
a high school diploma 
w a s  the only require­
ment. H e  went to the 
recruiter and signed up.

In M a r c h  of 1964 he 
was sent to Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, for eight 
weeks of basic training 
and he told t h e m  he want­
ed to be a helicopter pilot. 
H e  w a s  told it m a y  take a 
year or so before an open­
ing would c o m e  up, but 
they would let h i m  do all 
the testing to get ready. 
They suggested he go to 
Aircraft Mechanics 
School, meanwhile, to 
increase his chances.

H e  w a s  then sent to 
Fort Rucker, Alabama, 
for eight weeks of Air­
craft Maintenance School 
and then another eight 
weeks of advanced main­
tenance training. In late 
1964 he w a s  transferred 
to the General’s College 
at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas.

“W h y  they picked me, 
I’m  not sure,” he said.
“All the rest of the guys 
were assigned crews and 
sent to Vietnam. I had m y  
commercial pilot’s li­
cense and enjoyed flying 
with s o m e  of the generals 
so they could get their 
flight hours and I got to 
k n o w  a lot of them.”

O n e  night on his w a y  
back to his barracks, he

was flagged d o w n  by a 
w o m a n  w h o  said her 
daughter had fallen from 
a horse and needed help. 
H e  put her into his car 
and took her to the infir­
mary. T h e  next day he 
w a s  s u m m o n e d  to the 
Aviation General’s office, 
“O h  m y  God, what did I 
do,” he thought.

H e  w a s  surprised to 
find out he had helped the 
general’s daughter and 
she was fine. H e  was 
invited to dinner with the 
general’s family and next 
thing he k n e w  he had his 
orders to report to pre­
flight school at Fort W e l ­
ters, Texas. H e  was then 
sent back to Fort Ruckers 
for advanced flight 
school.

In August 1965 he 
graduated as a Warrant 
Officer, Helicopter Pilot.

H e  was then sent to Fort 
Benning, Georgia, and 
assigned to the 1st Air 
Cavalry, 1st Air Assault 
Company. Within a week 
they were loaded on bus­
es, sent to Norfolk Vir­
ginia, loaded on a troop 
ship and spent one month 
at sea on their w a y  to 
Vietnam. Their final 
destination was A n  K h e  
A r m y  Airfield in the 
Vietnam Central High­
lands.

T h e  1st Air Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile) 
began using a n e w  con­
cept in Vietnam by which 
the ground maneuver 
elements were m o v e d  
around the battlefield by 
helicopters. This is the 
first time helicopters 
were employed as part of 
the ground troops and 
proved to be an efficient

w a y  to deploy troops and 
supplies, as well as evac­
uating troops and provid­
ing support fire power.

T h e  H U - 1  (Huey) heli­
copter w a s  the workhorse 
for the A r m y  with m o r e  
than 7,000 used during 
the war. T h e y  were con­
figured to carry troops, 
stretchers or cargo.

Jerry flew a H u e y  
troop carrier which could 
carry 14 combat soldiers, 
plus the flight crew. It 
was outfitted with two 
. 3 0 m m  machine guns. 
M a n y  days they would fly 
10 or m o r e  combat mis­
sions delivering troops to 
combat areas and retriev­
ing them where neces­
sary. W h e n  asked h o w  
m a n y  combat missions he 
flew, Jerry commented, 
“It is really hard to say 
because a combat mis­

sion was only counted if 
you were fired upon by 
the enemy, but it was at 
least 600 out of the 1,200 
flights in m y  log book.”.

O n e  of his most in­
tense flights occurred 
during the battle of the la 
Drang Valley fought in 
November, just two 
months after the division 
began arriving in Viet­
nam. H e  risked his o w n  
life to evacuate wounded 
soldiers off the battle­
field in two areas under 
heavy e n e m y  fire. His 
valor did not go unrecog­
nized and in May, 2005, 
U.S. Sen. Carl Levin pre­
sented Jerry with the two 
Distinguished Flying 
Cross medals for heroic 
action in a r m e d  conflict. 
The ceremony was held 
at American Legion Post 
32 in Livonia where Jerry 
is a member.

Jerry served one year 
in Vietnam and was then 
sent to Nuremburg, Ger­
many, where he was 
m a d e  C o m p a n y  Standard­
ization Officer, an office 
normally assigned to a 
major. H e  was in charge 
of checking out n e w  pi­
lots and also flew heli­
copter reconnaissance 
flights along the West 
German-Czechoslovakian 
border. H e  said he was 
not too worried as it was 
to show presence more 
than anything, but it was 
important to k n o w  exact­
ly where the border was 
so w e  they didn’t cross it. 
T h e y  were given a spe­
cial code and orders just 
in case something hap­
pened.

“Occasionally a Rus­
sian helicopter would fly 
on the other side of the 
border along with us and 
w e  would w a v e  at each 
other,” Jerry said.

Jerry w a s  given a 
leave in M a y  of 1967 and 
married his wife, Martha 
(Martie). They honey­
m o o n e d  in Capri, Italy, 
and Martie stayed in 
G e r m a n y  with h i m  and 
taught elementary school 
at the military base. Jer­
ry w a s  discharged in 
Europe and in 1968 they 
returned to Melvindale

after spending s o m e  time 
touring Europe. They 
m o v e d  to Canton in 1970, 
then to Plymouth and 
eventually back to C a n ­
ton, where they live to­
day. They have two sons 
and four grandchildren.

Jerry retired in 2001 
after working as Chief 
Pilot for Guardian Indus­
tries and various other 
corporate pilot positions. 
Jerry spent a total of 37 
years flying helicopters 
and jets and has spent the 
last 15 years as a volun­
teer at the Yankee Air 
Force M u s e u m  in Bell- 
ville. H e  helped to re­
store a Vietnam era HU-1 
helicopter and also flew 
the m u s e u m ’s restored 
B-25 B o m b e r  for m a n y  
years. T h e  helicopter was 
painted in Jerry's c o m p a ­
ny colors and his flight 
suit is on display next to 
it.

In June, 2014, the Y a n ­
kee Air M u s e u m  featured 
Jerry at their Historic 
Presentation night where 
Jerry talked about this 
experience in Vietnam 
and about flying with B o b  
Mason, the author of the 
famous book “Chicken- 
hawk,” in which Jerry 
w a s  featured under the 
n a m e  "Resler.”

Jerry was interviewed 
by m e m b e r s  of the S. A.L. 
Veteran of the Month 
Committee. A  D V D  was 
m a d e  of the interview 
and shown at the October 
S.A.L. membership meet­
ing. A  plaque was pre­
sented to Jerry from 
Livonia Trophy with his 
picture and service in­
formation. A n  additional 
plaque w a s  also put on 
display in the vestibule of 
the American Legion 
Hall.

T h e  S.A.L. invites local 
residents to attend their 
monthly meetings to 
listen to the Veteran of 
the Month. T h e  public is 
also encouraged and to 
nominate veterans to be 
honored at its meetings. 
Nomination forms can be 
picked up at the A m e r ­
ican Legion Hall, 9318 
N e w b u r g h  Road, Livonia, 
M I  48150

PAID ADVERTISEMENTPAYING OUT MILLIONS FOR COINS PRE-1970 & COLLECTIBLES ° l r y

KENNEDY HALF DOLLAR
PRE. 1970 UP TO $500*

WHE A T  BACK CENT
UP TO SI .500*

a  a

T H E  C A N T O N  R O A D S H O W
Tuesday October 25th thru Saturday October 29th

I N F O R M A T I O N
5 DAYS ONLY!!!

What We Are Buying & Evaluating 
Your Collectables

W h e r e  Comfort Suites -  Canton
W h e n  October 25th thru October 29thTuesday thru Friday 10am-6pm 

Saturday 10am-3pm

EXPERTS ON-SITE 
BUYING AND EVALUATING 
W *  YOUR ITEMS!^ FREE ADMISSION! ^

A

BRAIDED HAIR LARGE CENT BARBER HALF D O U A R
UP TO $3,800* UP TO $6,750*

WALKING UBERTY HALF
UP TO $4,700*

FRANKLIN HALF DOLLAR
UP TO $1,600*

BUFFALO NICKEL
UP TO $3,500*

ROOSEVELT DIME
1964 SOLDER

M E R C U R Y  DIME
UP TO $3,600*

M O R G A N  DOLLAR
UP TO $100,000*

WASHINGTON QUATER
1964 SOLDER UP TO $400*

G O L D  COINS
UP TO $300,000*

Buying and Evaluating These Items and More!!!

Comfort SuitesCanton
5730 Haggerty Road ®  Canton, Ml 48187(Across from Ikea behind Bob Evans)

GOLD COINS
STERLING FLATWARE, TEA SETS 

& SILVER JEWELRY
U P  T O  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 -

SILVER DOLLARS PRE-1934 PAPER CURRENCY 
U P  T O  $ 5 , 0 0 0 "  ALSO F O J ^ G N  COINS A N D

GRADED AND 
COMMEMORATIVE COINS

UP TO $150.000-

UP TO 
$300,000

999t INE SILVER & GOLD

ANTIQUE TOYS W E ’RE BUYING GUITARS &  A M P S  
R l e x H S S s  p r o o f AND mint SETS K g 8 T^toys^ast iron Gibson •Martin • Fender 

i S K 0 r 3 ! «  up T0 55 Blanks and More! and many others up to $100,000
Phillip, Elgin &  more!

Bring In This C o u p o n  i
a d d i t i o n a l !
F O R  SENIOR' 
CITIZENS .
GOLD ONLY '15%

BUYING ALL FORMS OF 
GOLD & SILVER

ANTIQUE FIREARMS 
U P  TO $50,00

W A R  MEMORABILIA 
UP TO $50,000 • « 1f w l

SWORDS, DAGGERS, BAYONETS, 
HELMETS, FLAGS, MEDALS, UNIFORMS, PATCHES

CLOCKS SPORTS CARDS S T A M P S
ATMOS Clocks, All Lecoullre and Chelsea & COLLECTIBLES 

Clocks, Mantle Clocks
PREMIER GOLD, SILVER & COIN ASSOCIATION

Free Home Appointments!
4'fpSI For show info or directions call 567-202-6031

BRING IN Y O U R
Broken Gold Chains and Jewelry 

Gold Ring Settings 
Mismatched Earrings 

Dental Gold • Class Rings 
Gold Bracelets 

Mens &  Womens Gold Rings 
Sterling Silverware Pieces 

AN D  MORE!!! ,

W E  ALSO PURCHASE - j
VINTAGE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS STERLING SILVER TEA SETS • DIAMONDS ' ' PLATINUM JEWELRY • ANTIQUE TOYS COMIC BOOKS • VINTAGE ADVERTISEMENTS 

DENTAL GOLD • COSTUME JEWELRY :%«- COCA-COLA MEMORABILIA • POCKET KNIVES CANDLESTICK HOLDERS -

TUESDAY OCTOBER 25TH THRU SATURDAY OCTOBER 29TH 
TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM-6PIVI SATURDAY 10AM-3PM

AND MORE, MUCH MORE!
©

C o m f o r t
SUITES

tT -‘At -
W E  BUY E S T A T E S p p ^

---

Comfort Suites
Canton
5 7 3 0  H a g g e r t y  R o a d  
C a n t o n ,  M l  4 8 1 8 7  

®  (Across from Ikea behind Bob Evans)
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V A R S I T Y  « < « « %
mm LINCOLN rli IS Tears in allow!

Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi
( 800) 2 4 0 - 8 7 3 0  I VarsityLincoln.com
Over 800 Vehicles Ready To Go!

Find out why.

Complimentary 6-Year/l00,000-Mile 
Warranty on Every Certified 

Pre-Owned Lincoln!
- '— — -2

i/ied! ^Manager’s Special
2015 Lincoln M K Z
Hybrid F W D
• Climate Control
• Keyless Entry
• Only 23,766 miles

N O W  O N L Y
$23,995

F i n a n c i n g  a s  l o w  a s

0.9%APRr • >

2014 Lincoln M K S  Ultimate A W Di m a t ^ V W D

• P o w e r  Steering
• Bluetooth C o n n e c t i o n
• O n l y  3 5 , 8 7 6  miles

N O W  ONLY
$24,995

2015 Lincoln Navigator Ultimate I 2013 Lincoln Navigator L Ultimate

• Bluetooth Connection
• Rear B ucket Seats
• O n l y  34,722 miles

N O W  ONLY
$48,995

• Bluetooth Connection
• Climate Control
• O n l y  31,815 miles
N O W  ONLY
$39,995

2016 Lincoln M K X  Select F W D  12013 Lincoln M K Z  Ultimate A W  D I 2014 Lincoln M K S  Ultimate F W 1)

• Privacy Glass
• Keyless Start
• O n l y  3,146 miles
N O W  ONLY
s34,995

• Traction Control
* Stability Control 
-Only 2 4 , 5 2 0  miles
N O W  ONLY
*22,995

Multi-Zone A / C  
R e m o t e  E n g i n e  Start 
O n l y  4 0 , 4 3 0  miles

N O W  ONLY
*22,995

2014 Lincoln M K S  EcoBoost AW'D 2015 Lincoln M K X  Ultimate A W D  | 2014 Lincoln Navigator Ultimate
4 W D

|  • C  t - ' W . c - C o e v o J
1 * Keyless Entry

I • O n l y  2 0.948 miles
N O W  O N L Y

• Satellite Radio
j L w  -  ’ I  . O n l y  30,887miles

W K M  • T o w  H.tcn 
B j m L b H  • Climate Control

- O n l y  3 6 , 0 2 4  miles

2014 Lincoln M K X  Ultimate F W D 2013 Lincoln M K S  Ultimate F W D 2013 Lincoln M K Z  Ultimate F W D

S T K  it\ 4 3 0 0 '

• Keyless Start
• Bluetooth C o n n e c t i o n
• O n l y  26,125 miles

N O W  ONLY
*29,995

• Bluetooth C o n n e c t i o n
• Leather Seats
• O n l y  4 0 , 9 2 0  miles
N O W  ONLY
*18,995

2015 Lincoln M K Z  Ultimate A W ’D

• Multi-Zone A / C
• Keyless Entry
• O n l y  4 7 , 0 0 8  miles

N O W  ONLY
*21,995

2014 Lincoln M K T  EcoBoost A W D
Cerli/ied!

• Multi-Zone A 7 C
• B u c k e t  Seats 
• O n l y  23,718 miles

N O W  ONLY
*31,995

S T K  # : 4 3 0 4 5

i m i i T Y
! ! ■ ■  L I N C O L N  H ;a !

Grand River at Wixom Rd in Novi 
(800) 240-8730 I VarsityLincoln.com

O P E N
S A T U R D A Y S

T H E  SALE IS ON...SAVE T H O U S A N D S

• Keyless Entry
• Multi-Zone A / C
• O n l y  2 3 , 9 9 9  miles
N O W  ONLY
$19,995*

Check It Out!
2012 Lincoln 
M K Z  Ultimate 
F W D
• Multi-Zone A/C
• Rear Bench Seat
• Only 35,339 miles

N O W  O N L Y
$16,995

L I N C O L N
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

M e t i c u l o u s  2 0 0 - p o i n t  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  
factory tra i n e d  t e c h n i c i a n s  
6 - y e a r  / 100,000-mile c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
w a r r a n t y  c o v e r a g e
C o m p l i m e n t a r y  2 4 / 7  r o a d s i d e  a s s i s t a n c e

‘• Based o n  9/2016 Total N e w  Vehicle &  Certified P r e - O w n e d  Sales a n d  Service C u s t o m e r  Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales R e p o r t  *As l o w  as 0 . 9 %  A P R  for u p  to 4 8  m o n t h s  o n  
select vehicles for qualified c u s t o m e r s  with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to c h a n g e  at a n y  time. S e e  Varsity Lincoln for details. Price d o e s  
not include tax, title, license a n d  dealer fees d u e  at point of purchase. Inventory a n d  pricing subject to change. S e e  Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers e n d  10/31/16.



Accused rest stop g u n m a n  will face jury trial
Darrell Clem
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

Barring a plea deal, a 
jury trial is set for a 
Garden City m a n  w h o  
police say brandished a 
gun during a dispute 
with a maintenance 
worker at the Interstate 
275 rest stop in Canton, 
court records show.

Tony J a m e s  Wielkopo- 
lan, 28, is facing trial 
Dec. 14 in W a y n e  County 
Circuit Judge T h o m a s

Wielkopolan Allard

C a m e r o n ’s courtroom on 
charges of assault with a 
dangerous weapon, felo­
ny firearm, carrying a 
concealed weapon and a 
misdemeanor marijuana

offense.
Canton police arrest­

ed Wielkopolan during a 
traffic stop after he al­
legedly fled the scene of 
an incident that occurred 
about 8:40 a.m. Friday, 
July 29, at the rest stop 
on 1-275, near Cherry 
Hill.

Detective Sgt. D a n  
Traylor has said a fight 
between Wielkopolan 
and the maintenance 
worker escalated until a 
handgun w a s  bran­

dished, but no shots were 
fired.

Police haven’t dis­
closed w h y  the two m e n  
argued.

T h e  s a m e  felony 
charges have been dis­
missed against 25-year- 
old Cheyenne R a e  Allard 
of Westland, w h o  was 
accused of getting the 
gun from a vehicle. She 
agreed to plead to misde­
m e a n o r  disorderly and 
marijuana charges in 
Plymouth 35th District

Court and was placed on 
probation for one year.

Witnesses called po­
lice after they s a w  the 
incident unfolding and 
realized a gun had been 
drawn, Traylor has said, 
adding that Wielkopolan 
“ended up chasing after 
the maintenance guy” 
before fleeing the scene.

Canton police hap­
pened to be near the area 
w h e n  the incident was 
reported. Officers spot­
ted the alleged getaway

vehicle, pulled it over 
without incident and 
arrested the suspects.

If convicted, Wielko­
polan could face up to 
five years in prison for 
the concealed weapon 
charge, four years for 
assault with a dangerous 
weapon and two years 
for the felony firearm 
violation.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919

RTA ballot proposal: A  path to independence for s o m e  riders
Jay Grossman
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

Natasha Palffy recent­
ly rode on a S M A R T  bus 
for the first time by her­
self. It w a s  a great feel­
ing of accomplishment 
for the 15-year-old Bir­
m i n g h a m  teenager, w h o  
is legally blind.

“She uses cabs and 
Uber, but with buses it’s 
a little m o r e  difficult 
because you have to 
k n o w  the schedules,” 
said her father, Carl 
Palffy. "But the goal is to 
m a k e  her m o r e  indepen­
dent as she gets older 
and public transportation 
is certainly a key toward 
achieving that goal.”

To Peggy Branch, 
public transportation 
m e a n s  freedom for her 
daughter Maggie. The 
17-year-old Birmingham 
teenager has fragile X  
syndrome, which is an 
autism spectrum dis­
order.

“She’s probably never 
going to be driving - at 
least not for the foresee­
able future,” Branch 
said. “W o r k  is definitely 
in Maggie’s future, but 
getting her to and from a 
job is going to be the 
challenge.”

Voters in southeast 
Michigan will decide 
Nov. 8 whether to allow 
the Regional Transit

Authority of Southeast 
Michigan to levy 1.2 
mills over a 20-year peri­
od for the purpose of 
constructing and oper­
ating a public trans­
portation system con­
necting M a c o m b ,  O a k ­
land, Washtenaw and 
W a y n e  counties.

T h e  Regional Master 
Transit Plan will connect 
m o r e  than 2,600 miles 
and four million resi­
dents. It will also in­
crease paratransit ser­
vices b y  at least 33 per­
cent to help provide 
greater independence for

seniors and people with 
disabilities.

T h e  millage will col­
lect about $161 million 
the first year. Branch 
believes it’s going to be 
m o n e y  well-spent, espe­
cially for young people 
with disabilities w h o  will 
likely rely on public 
transportation for most 
of their lives.

“T h e  m o r e  these kids 
can do things on their 
own, the m o r e  it will 
boost their confidence 
and give them that feel­
ing of independence and 
adventure,” she said. “It

lets them say, ‘Hey, I can 
do this by myself’ and 
that’s a pretty big deal.”
Learning to ride

W e n d y  Ernzen’s 14- 
year-old daughter Nicola 
has autism and will likely 
never drive. E v e n  so, 
Ernzen said she wants to 
carve out as m u c h  inde­
pendence for her daugh­
ter as possible.

" W e ’re hoping she 
gets into s o m e  type of 
vocational program one 
day,” Ernzen said. “A n d  
public transportation 
gives parents like m e  a

lot of hope, because 
that’s something she 
could master. T h e  routes 
are typically the same 
and she’s very schedule- 
driven. That’s w h y  I 
think something like this 
would work with her.”

Maggie already works 
at a neighborhood busi­
ness called Simply Good 
Kitchen that’s three 
blocks a w a y  from her 
house. Peggy Branch 
said reliability and safe­
ty are two priorities if 
her daughter started 
taking the bus.

“Safety is a huge is­
sue,” Branch said. “What 
if someone gets in a fight 
on a bus? Anything out of 
the ordinary and these 
kids are easily flus­
tered.”

Ernzen said she likes 
the R T A  plan because it 
will expand the n u m b e r  
of stops and pickup 
times. The plan will also 
benefit her family with 
the creation of some 
east-west routes.

“T h e  R T A  plan could 
open up a n e w  world for 
our daughter,” Ernzen 
said. “She could live 
along the W o o d w a r d  
corridor and catch her 
B R T  (Bus Rapid TYansit) 
stop to get to her therapy 
in Berkley, attend voca­
tional training at O a k ­
land C o m m u n i t y  College 
in Royal O a k  or catch a

Tigers g a m e  with her 
sister downtown.”

If the millage fails, 
Branch and Ernzen said 
the responsibility of 
providing transportation 
for their kids falls onto 
their shoulders. In Nico­
la’s case, for example, 
the existing bus system 
has too m a n y  change- 
overs and delays for her 
to comfortably navigate. 
S M A R T  does offer an 
A D A  shuttle service, 
providing the rider qual­
ifies.

“W e  are not alone,” 
Ernzen said, citing na­
tional statistics that 1 in 
68 children have been 
identified with autism 
spectrum disorder. “Not 
to mention all the other 
people with different 
disabilities and the thou­
sands of seniors w h o  no 
longer can drive. Per­
haps s o m e  can rely on 
other family m e m b e r s  or 
self-driving cars, but 
what will the rest of 
these people do?”

Branch added, “It’s all 
about getting our chil­
dren ready for work and 
being a productive m e m ­
ber of the community. 
That’s something every 
parent wants for their 
child.”
jgros5man@hometownlife.com
586-826-7030
Twitter: @BhmEccentric

2017 F O R D  FUSION S E
24 month lease for $133 per month.

Rebates u p  to $ 1,750.

BUY A S  L O W  AS

$20,778

24 month lease for $215 per month.
Rebates up to $2,750.

2017 F O R D  ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for $149 per month.

Rebates up to $2,500.

2016 FORD F-150
SUPERCAB XLT 4X4 

24 month lease for $194 per month.
Rebates up to $8,050.

B U Y  A S  L O W  A S  B U Y  A S  L O W  A S  B U Y  A S  L O W  A S

$26,252 $21,544 $31,242



T h o u g h t
y o u
l o o k e d
f a m i l i a r .

$ 0

C 3

£)»)

• $0 premiums

• $0 deductibles

• $0 copays for:

o  P C P  visits 

o  U r g e n t  care visits 

o  Preferred generic drugs 

o  L a b  w o r k  

o  Diabetic supplies 

o  Preventive dental services 

o  Vision e x a m s  

o  Hearing e x a m s

• $0 a d ded benefits:

o  G y m  m e m b e r s h i p

o  2 4 / 7  local nurse hotline 
a n d  m o r e

H o w  c a n  a M e d i c a r e  A d v a n t a g e  plan c o m p a n y  
help y o u  get the best care if it's located 
n o w h e r e  near y o u ?  MeridianCare's c u s t o m e r  
service a n d  clinical staff live w h e r e  y o u  live.
A n d  w e  offer a 2 4 / 7  nurse hotline. Being near 
y o u  helps en s u r e  y o u r  health care is always the 
priority. B e c a u s e  y o u  are always o u r  priority. 
Long live you.
Visit www.mymeridiancare.com

(fth meridiancare

Attend an event to receive a $10 gift card.
N o  obligation to enroll. Limit o n e  per person.

Space is limited. Call n o w  to reserve your seat.

855-647-0075 (TTY 711),
Mon. - Sun., 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

CANTON
R e d  Olive
2 5 0  N  C a n t o n  C e n t e r  R d  
Oct. 2 6  @  2:30 p m

DETROIT
St. M a t t h e w s  C h u r c h  
8 8 5 0  W o o d w a r d  Ave. 
Oct. 1 8  @  3  p m  
Oct. 19, 2 0  @  11 a m

DETROIT
Clinton H o u s e  
9 9  Kenilworth St.
Oct. 19 @  2  p m

DETROIT
H a n n a n  H o u s e  
4 7 5 0  W o o d w a r d  Ave. 
Oct. 20, 21, 25. 2 8  
(a 2:30 p m

SOUTHFIELD
Southfield Parks 8  Recreation 
2 6 0 0 0  Evergreen Rd.
Oct. 18, 2 0  (a-1:30 p m

SOUTHGATE
D e a c o n e s s  T o w e r s  
1 6 4 0 0  Dix T o l e d o  Rd.
Oct. 1 8  (a 1 p m

TROY
Troy C o m m u n i t y  Ce n t e r  
3 1 7 9  Livernois Rd.
Oct. 24, 31 @  1 0  a m

WARREN
W a r r e n  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r  
5 4 6 0  A r d e n  Ave.
Oct. 18. 21, 25, 2 8  (a 1 0  a m

A  salesperson will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 877-902-6784 (TTY users should call 711). 
MeridianCare H M O  is a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MeridianCare depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete 
description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments and restrictions m a y  apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance m a y  
change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer 
service n u m b e r  at 877-902-6784 (TTY users should call 711), M o n d a y  - Sunday, 8  a.m. - 8  p.m.
Y0100_4002_8CY17_Accepted



f o r d FREEDOM L E S  E V E N '
.

aMam 'Wmm County’s
MSRP $25,700 

Plan Price $22,642
MSRP $43,260 

Plan Price $39,351

$ 1 Q Q  S th 51280I LEASE D O W N  ’or h.i’Z plan customers.
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

2Q16fp50 X U  SUPER CREW 4x4
MSRP $47,870 

Plan Price $41,022

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

MSRP $25,995 
Plan Price $24,049

159 PER Ci 7611 St919 Due at Signing MONTH S  * * .-T. Witt 24 Month LeaseL EASE DOWN ! 'or ̂ Fllan 0U£rtc'mers'
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

m \
MSRP $32,685 

Plan Price $30,142
MSRP $36,830 

Plan Price $33,910

219 month 51630
[.EASE i .for A /2 plan

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra. Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

- US-12 Michigan Ave. * rL 1-94 Ford Fwy. _
These figures do not include taxes, title, or license fees and are for 10,500 low-mileage leases. 
•Cash due at signing includes the S645 Acquisition fee, offer ends 10-31-16 - See dealer for details.104000)00127 15 Minutes from Everywhere!



f o r d FREEDOM f S a i  e s  e v e t  :.i

Western Wayne County’s Dealer!
24 H O U R  DIRECT LINEQUICK LANE 734-641-6120

i U P T Oi$7000
■ IN TIRE REBATES ON SELECT TIRE
j BRANDS. ADDITIONAL 70.00 W H E N  YOU 
i USE YOUR FORD OR QUICK LANE CREDIT 
! CARD. INCLUDING BRIDGESTONE, DUNLOP,
■ HANCOOK, PIRELLI, CONTINENTAL, 
[GOODYEAR, MICHELIN AND YOKOHAMA.

/■ /  , a
ti g  7,v Jj
If m

>  j" ̂

W25 0 0
REBATE ON COMPLETE BRAKE 
SERVICE. ADDITIONAL 25.00 
WHEN YOU USE YOUR FORD OR 
QUICK LANE CREDIT CARD.

Expires 12/31/16 ExP|res 12/31/16

SERVICE BODY SHOP

J A C K  H E  M M  111  m m
37300 MICHIGAN AVE. AT NEWBURGH • WAYNE • JUST EAST OF 1-275

SALES HOURS
Mon. &  Thurs. 8 a m  - 9 p m  

Tues., Wed. &  Fri. 8 a m  - 6 p m

SERVICE HOURS 
W W W . C i e n i m e r . C O n i  I M o n d a y  F r i d a y

I 7  a m  - 6  p m

800-758-111 86 j US-12 Michigan Ave.
1-94 Ford Fwy.

Looking for your #1 Serving Team in Metro Detroit? Look no further. C o m e  in today and discover the D e m m e r  Difference! 15 Minutes from Everywhere!looooQjoom



T w o  Canton public safety officers promoted
Following a compre­

hensive internal assess­
ment process, the Canton 
Public Safety Depart­
ment has filled two n e w  
deputy director positions 
created as part of the 
department’s restructur­
ing plan approved by the 
township board.

Christopher Stoecklein 
is promoted to the posi­
tion of deputy director of 
fire. Stoecklein began his 
career with Canton in 
1996 as a public safety 
service officer and was 
promoted to firefighter 
one year later. In 2013, he 
was selected as the de-

B a u g h  Stoecklein

partment’s deputy fire 
chief. Stoecklein is a 
graduate of Eastern 
Michigan University’s 
Staff &  C o m m a n d  School. 
A s  deputy fire chief, he 
w a s  responsible for over­
seeing the department’s 
fire service and paramed­
ic training programs, as

well as the department’s 
Fire Inspection and Pre­
vention Unit.

Stoecklein also assist­
ed with preparing the 
department’s annual 
budgets and strategic 
plan.

Chadwick B a u g h  is 
promoted to the position 
of deputy director of 
police. Baugh began his 
career with Canton in 
1996 as a police officer. 
H e  was promoted to the 
rank of sergeant in 2008 
and then to lieutenant in 
2014. Baugh has a bache­
lor’s degree in criminal 
justice from M a d o n n a

University and is a gradu­
ate of Eastern Michigan 
University’s Police Staff 
&  C o m m a n d  School. As 
lieutenant, he served as 
platoon c o m m a n d e r  in 
the patrol division, over­
seeing the daily operation 
of his shift of sergeants, 
patrol officers and 
PSSOs. In addition, he 
was responsible for pro­
viding training, direction 
and motivation of sub­
ordinate personnel.

In their n e w  roles, 
Stoecklein and B a u g h  will 
work under the direction 
of the public safety direc­
tor, overseeing the effi­

cient operation of their 
respective department. 
They will be responsible 
for ensuring their depart­
m e n t ’s mission, vision 
and values are carried 
out through the devel­
opment of staff, policy 
and budget. Both depart­
ments currently employ 
an unprecedentedly 
young workforce, provid­
ing an opportunity for the 
deputy directors to e m ­
power their c o m m a n d  
staff with the ability to 
mentor and cultivate 
these young individuals 
to reach their m a x i m u m  
potential —  creating

quality service-oriented 
employees, while also 
developing future leaders 
of the agency.

“I a m  excited to have 
Deputy Director Stoeck­
lein and Deputy Director 
Baugh promoted to m y  
executive leadership 
team,” Public Safety 
Director Joshua Meier 
said. “I a m  confident they 
will be instrumental in 
contributing innovative 
ideas to the n e w  admini­
stration —  forging the 
police and fire depart­
ments in a positive, pro­
gressive direction for the 
future.”

Appliance Doc says faulty washers agitate consumers
Because m a n y  of these newer 
machines d o n ’t have a n  agitator, you 
open the lid a n d  the tub space looks 
huge a n d  consumers tend to put way 
too m u c h  clothes into a single load.

|  recently spent a Sat- 
1  urday at the Novi 
I  H o m e  Improvement 
show, doing interviews 
on radio and generally 
just talking with m a n y  of 
the attendees. T h e  sub­
ject of faulty products 
and major recalls was 
prevalent a m o n g  m a n y  of 
the h o meowners w h o  
were there seeking ad­
vice on projects for their 
homes.

I talked about the 
Product Safety C o m m i s ­
sion’s recent recall of 
222,000 General Electric 
washers that are prone to 
catch fire. I also brought 
up the huge story on A B C  
television that shows the 
top part of a S a m s u n g  
washer exploding. I’m  
sure the washer eventu­
ally will cause bodily 
h a r m  to someone. A s  a 
side note, let m e  point out 
that S a m s u n g  w a s  very 
reluctant to do anything 
about that telephone that 
was catching fire and

Joe
Gagnon

APPLIANCE
D O C T O R

n o w  it seems its is acting 
the s a m e  w a y  about the 
clothes washer it has 
produced. W e  again will 
wait to see what happens 
with this problem.

A  consumer at the 
Novi s h o w  brought up 
the subject of a piece 
shown on Channel 7 
about a football player 
whose teammates said 
his clothes had an odor. 
H e  went h o m e  and 
checked out the opera­
tion of his clothes w a s h ­
er. His washing machine 
only had 6 inches of w a ­
ter in it during the wash 
cycle. Isn’t it a wonder 
w h y  his clothes stink? 
H o w  can you wash 
clothes with so little w a ­
ter?

Smaller loads
To s u m  it all up, the 

majority of questions at 
the h o m e  s h o w  had to do 
with clothes washers. I 
call it questions, but most 
of the talk would classify 
as complaints. O n  S u n ­
day, I m e t  with an appli­
ance repairman and 
asked h i m  h o w  he re­
solves complaints about a 
poorly performing 
clothes washer. H e  told 
m e  he is called by m a n y  
h omeowners w h o  are not 
happy and his standard 
answer is that there is 
nothing wrong with the 
washer and they must 
use smaller loads to get 
peak performance. B e ­
cause m a n y  of these 
newer machines don’t 
have an agitator, you 
open the lid and the tub 
space looks huge and 
consumers tend to put 
w a y  too m u c h  clothes 
into a single load. This 
appears to be a major

problem with perfor­
mance.

H e  also pointed out 
that you must use the 
specific detergent in­
dicated by the operating 
manual. I noted that 
w h e n  the S a m s u n g  top 
loader explosion was 
exposed on ‘‘G o o d  M o r n ­
ing America.” they also 
said you should use 
smaller loads in this 
washer. I r e m e m b e r  
w h e n  I used to tell con­
sumers that if you have a 
tub capacity of 18 
pounds, try putting in 16 
pounds, of clothes and 
you will get a better wash 
and add years to the life 
of your washer. I never

once ever told anyone to 
put a simple 5 pounds of 
clothes into a washer. It 
sure looks like that is 
what you are being told 
today.
Energy standards

I a m  not going to 
blame the U.S. Energy 
Department for all the 
faults being discovered 
with appliances, but I 
will point out that it has 
no clue at all what the 
consequences are w h e n  it 
mandates certain energy 
standards for items m a d e  
in this country and 
abroad. W h e n  you tell an 
appliance manufacturer 
that the hot water c o m ­

ing into a washer can’t be 
m o r e  than 104 degrees, 
you are affecting the 
health of every person 
wearing clothes that 
were washed in that unit. 
T h e  bacteria weren’t 
killed and spread 
throughout the load of 
clothes. I can’t imagine 
h o w  m a n y  people have a 
hose connected to the hot 
water valve in the laun­
dry r o o m  and fill the 
washer with proper tem­
perature hot water be­
fore they even turn it on. 
I k n o w  there are m a n y  
and w e  can blame the 
U.S. Energy Department 
for that fact alone and 
m a n y  others on the w a y  
appliances perform to­
day. Is there an end in 
sight? Stay tuned.
You can hear Joe Gagnon on at 
8 a.m. each Sunday morning on 
WTKA-AM (1050). His email 
address is appldoct@gmail.com.

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com
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o n e  d a y  o n l y
DESIGNER E V E N T

O C T O B E R  28, 2016 F E A T U R I N G  STYLE 
9 : 3 0  A M  - 6 : 0 0  P M  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  m e n .

W I N  A  FREE GEMSTONE: Visit us in-store O c t o b e r  2 8  for 
your c h a n c e  to W I N  a F R E E  ge m s t o n e .  Just guess the weight 

of our t w o  selected g e m s t o n e s  for your c h a n c e  to win.

M I K H A I L  O F F E R S  A N  A F F O R D A B L E ,  

H A N D C R A F T E D  L I N E  T H A T  I S  U N I Q U E  

A N D  C L A S S Y  F O R  E V E R Y O N E S  S T Y L E !

6 0 1 8  N. C a nton Center Rd. - Canton, Ml 4 8 1 8 7  - w w w . s h o w r o o m o f e l e g a n c e . c o m

S H O W R O O M  O Fanee
FINE J E W E L R Y

Monday, October 24th
6:30pm

Henry Ford Centennial Library
16301 Michigan Ave 
Dearborn, Ml 48126

Wednesday, November 2nd
2:00pm, 4:00pm or 6:30pm

Westland City Hall
36300 Warren Road 
Westland, Ml 48185

SAWY SOCIAL SECURITY PLANNING
WHAT BABY BOOMERS NEED TO KNOW TO MAXIMIZE RETIREMENT INCOME
If you were born before 1954, recent legislation affected s o m e  Social Security strategies.
Join local representatives Jay Kempf, CFP®. CLTC®, CLU®. FIC and Jeff Myers. FIG. for one of these free 
sessions for those in or nearing retirement, including information on the new law. Thrivent Financial guest 
speaker Jeffrey S. Long, CFP®. FIC. will cover:

• Social Security and strategies for maximizing your benefits.
• The ideal time to apply for Social Security.
• W a y s  to minimize taxes on Social Security benefits.

Please call 734-455-9272 or email huronvalleygroup@thrivent.com to reserve a place for yourself and a guest. 
You m a y  also register at Thrivent.com/findaworkshop. Light refreshments will be served.

Thnvent Financial is a  unique, not-for-profit m em be r sh ip  organization of Christians, offering a  full suite of financial 
products a nd  services. While m a n y  financial firms see m o n e y  as a  goal, w o  s ee  it os a  tool to help the people, causes and

communities y qu  hold close to your heart.
(Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. o w n s  the certification m arks C F P ®  a nd  CER TI F IE D  F I N A N C I A L  P I A N N E R ' U 
in the U.S.)
N o  products will b e  sold at this event.
Thnvent Financial a nd  its representatives a n d  employees have general knowledge of the Social Socunty tenets; however, 
they d o  not have the professional expertise for a complott^discusslon of the details of your specific situation. For additional 
information, contact your local Social Security AdminislmtiQn office. Thrivent Financial a n d  its representatives a nd  employees 
cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. W o r k  with your Thnvent Financial representative and. os appropriate, 
your attorney a nd  tax professional for additional Information.
Thriven! Financial representatives ore licensed Insurance agents/producora of Thriven! Financial, the marketing n a m e  tor 
Thriven! Financial for Lutherans. Appleton, Wl. They are also registored representatives of Thrivent Investment M a n a g e m e n t  Inc.. 
6 2 5  Fourth A ve  S.. Minneapolis. M N  55415.LO COCO ICO Vi’ _



Survey says ... try out for ‘Family Feud!’
Aileen Wingblad
homotownlifo.com

There’s still time to 
snag a Detroit audition 
for “Family Feud” —  but 
you better act soon.

Producer Sara Dansby 
said response has been 
strong from families 
hoping to get on the show 
since the Detroit audi­
tions were announced a 
few weeks ago and she 
anticipates all available 
audition slots to fill up 
within a w e e k  or so. U p  
to 700 families are ex­
pected to be O K ’d for 
tryouts, to be held Nov. 
5-6 at Cobo Center. Of 
those auditioning, she 
said, it’s likely 50-75 f a m ­
ilies will be chosen as 
contestants and placed 
on the s h o w ’s “active 
file.”

Airfare and hotel ing, which takes place in
stays are provided for Atlanta, Ga. 
contestants during film- “Family Feud” c a m e

on the scene in 1976, 
hosted by the late c o m e ­
dian/actor Richard D a w ­
son. Since then, the show 
“has had m a n y  great 
hosts,” Dansby said, "but 
the latest and greatest is 
Steve Harvey.”

So h o w  has the show 
maintained its popularity 
for four decades? Dans­
by believes the family 
aspect is the major draw.

“Viewers can watch 
and relate and they like 
to see other people win 
money, believe it or not,” 
she said. “T h e y ’re happy 
for them and they like to 
see the families —  m a y b e  
the sweet m o m  with all 
the others.”

Dansby said that in 
the 15 years she’s worked 
for “Family Feud,” audi­
tions have never been 
held in the Motor City.

“I’m  very excited 
about coming to Detroit 
and meeting all the f a m ­
ilies,” she said. “I’m  look­
ing forward to it.”

To apply for an audi­
tion, email detroit@fam- 
ilytryouts.com.

Eligibility:
» T e a m s  are m a d e  up 

of five family m e m b e r s  
related by blood, m a r ­
riage or legal adoption.

» Players must be 
U.S. citizens or have 
permission to work in the 
U.S.

» Anyone w h o  knows 
or is related to anyone 
employed by Fremantle- 
Media, Demar-Mercury, 
Wanderlust Productions, 
any affiliate that carries 
the “Family Feud” or any 
Steve Harvey production 
is ineligible.

» Anyone running for

political office or w h o  
has been on m o r e  than 
two g a m e  shows in the 
last year is ineligible.

» If anyone has ap­
peared on "Family F e u d ” 
before, it must be 10 
years since the last ap­
pearance for them to be 
eligible.

» There’s no age re­
quirement to be on “F a m ­
ily Feud,” but it’s sug­
gested that contestants 
be age 15 or older due to 
the content of questions.

Families w h o  can’t 
m a k e  it to a live audition 
can audition by video. 
Further information is on 
the website or call the 
Contestant Department 
Hotline at 323-762-8467.
awingblad@hometownlife.com
248-390-3976
Twi tter:@a wingbla d

A  house divided: S h e ’s a Democrat, h e ’s a Republican
Jay Grossman
hometownlife.com

If only Donald T V u m p  
and Hillary Clinton could 
get along like the Imer- 
mans.

Larry I m e r m a n  is a 
Republican precinct 
delegate from B l o o m ­
field Tbwnship. His wife 
Miriam is the D e m o ­
cratic precinct delegate 
for the s a m e  area. Politi­
cally speaking, they’re 
the odd couple.

A n d  yet, listening to 
the two talk politics over 
breakfast at Nello’s in 
Royal Oak, one can re­
m e m b e r  the good old 
days w h e n  the two par­
ties seemed to get along 
better.

“W e ’re a house divid­
ed,” Miriam said, “but 
look at h o w  w e  reach 
across the aisle and help 
each other.”

She then passes the 
pepper to Larry.

A  study by the P e w  
Research Center indi­
cates bipartisan politics 
is practically at an all- 
time low, with Democrats 
and Republicans m o r e  
divided than at any other 
point in the past 20 years. 
Michael Traugott, a re­
search professor with the 
Center of Political Stud­
ies at the University of 
Michigan, points out the 
s a m e  division exists in 
m a n y  households across 
America, where families 
don’t want to see their 
kids marrying across the 
aisle.

According to a Stan­
ford University study, 33 
percent of Democrats 
and 49 percent of R e p u b ­
licans polled in 2010 said 
they would be displeased 
if their daughter or son 
married someone of a 
differing political ideol­
ogy. W h e n  the s a m e  poll 
w a s  conducted in the 
1960s, only 4 percent of 
Democrats and 5 percent 
of Republicans said 
they’d be displeased.

TVaugott said the po­
larization can be traced 
back to the 1990s and the 
n u m b e r  of instances 
where m e m b e r s  of C o n ­
gress refused to cross 
over to vote with their 
colleagues from the oth­
er party.

“In the m a s s  elector­
ate, citizens have begun 
to internalize what it 
m e a n s  to be a Democrat 
and a Republican and 
h o w  the two sides differ 
from each other,” he said 
about the political divide. 
“Over time, this has pro­
duced a growing dislike 
of the other side.”

M-r %
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J U N F U  H A N  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
M iriam a n d  Larry I m e r m a n  of Bloomfield T o w n s h i p  are precinct delegates, only he's a Republican a n d  she's a  Democrat.

More pepper, please
B a c k  at Nello’s, Larry 

and Miriam talk about 
h o w  they went door-to- 
door together on the 
campaign trail.

“If the person at the 
door was a Democrat, 
Miriam would step up 
and introduce herself,” 
said Larry, w h o  first ran 
as a precinct delegate in 
2012. “If they were a 
Republican, I’d take the 
lead.”

Miriam first ran as a 
write-in candidate in 
2014, w h e n  she s a w  that 
no other Democrats in 
her area were running 
for precinct delegate.

“I’m  your conduit to 
the Democratic Party,” 
she said. “I’m  there to 
encourage you to vote 
and participate.”

T h e  two-year position 
requires delegates to 
serve as liaisons between 
their precincts and the 
party. Delegates also 
meet at the county and 
state level to nominate 
party m e m b e r s  for cer­
tain offices, such as uni­
versity regent.

Larry said the political 
landscape is changing 
within the local R e p u b ­
lican Party. H e  cited 
conservative political 
groups, such as Battle 
Cry Michigan, that were 
recruiting candidates to 
run for precinct positions 
last s u m m e r  in order to 
build a power structure 
from the grassroots lev­
el.

At the s a m e  time, he

Grandparents S A L E  ̂
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Doi!Ho$p<tal.ccm

Not a senior? Shop with one &  save!
"Do/f SUdici Sfo/i

3947 W 12 Mte. Berkley 243.543.3115 MorhSat 10-5:30. m ur  1(W:30. Sun 124

UNABLE TO WORK? • DENIED BENEFITS? • W E  C AN HELP!
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
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v^Applications/Hoarings/Appeals 
y  Immodiato Access to Exporioncod Personnel 
y  W e  SI live For Quick Claim Approval 
y  Froo Consultation

Call for an Immediate Evaluation (800) 470-6732

also noted Republicans in 
his precinct picked Ohio 
Gov. John Kasich over 
T V u m p  in the August 
primary.

“In terms of position, I 
try to reflect that m o d e r ­
ate middle-of-the-road 
Republican position,” he 
said. “I’m  economically 
conservative -  I’m  not 
conservative on most 
social issues.”

T h e  two m e t  on a fix­
up date in 1987 and m a r ­
ried a year later. Larry 
was already a staunch 
Republican going back to 
his college days at W a s h ­
ington University, where 
he took an economics 
course from a professor 
w h o  had done his Ph.D. 
dissertation under Milton 
Freedman. Miriam grew 
up in a Democratic 
household.

“W h a t  can I tell you?” 
she said. “M y  dad voted 
for Adlai Stevenson.”

Overall, it’s clear the 
two agree with each oth­
er on a n u m b e r  of issues 
—  except w h e n  it comes

F I S H E R
FUNERAL H O M E
&  C R E M A T I O N  S E R V I C E S

M I C H A E L  J. F I S H E R
M a n a g e r  &  O w n e r

T R A D I T I O N A L  SERVICE 
A N D  BURIAL

includes melal casket, 
viewing &  service

$ 3 3 0 0
Cemetery lees not included

BASIC C R E M A T I O N
i n c l u d e s  c r e m a t i o n  process 

a n d  c o u n t y  p e r m i t
$ 695*

*S"95 for Macomb 
&  Washtenaw Counties

T R A D I T I O N A L  SERVICE 
W I T H  C R E M A T I O N

includes casket, 
viewing &  service

$ 3 2 0 0
We can customize a package 

to meet your needs.
Insurance assignment accepted 
State assistance (DHS) welcomed

'CTim
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to Clinton and Trump.
Political heartburn

Larry said the reason 
T V u m p  is doing well is 
because of his message.

“I think the voters like 
that’s he a successful 
businessman," he said. 
" T r u m p  tells it like it is 
and he does not repre­
sent a Republican estab­
lishment that has failed 
their constituency in 
numerous ways.... In the 
U.S., w e  always hope our 
kids will be better off 
than w e  are and I think 
that d r e a m  has died with 
a lot of people.”

Miriam said Clinton 
supporters appreciate

her experience and 
breadth of knowledge 
w h e n  it c o m e s  to politics.

"She knows the issues 
inside and out,” Miriam 
said. “A n d  I think people 
k n o w  she’ll m a k e  deci­
sions based on intellect 
and not on emotion.”

Miriam then mentions 
h o w  the "trust issue” 
with Clinton has been 
overblown by the media - 
and that’s w h e n  break­
fast starts to heat up a 
little.

“She’s ethically chal­
lenged,” Larry says in a 
matter-of-fact way.

“N a m e  m e  a politician 
w h o  isn’t,” Miriam chal­
lenges him.

“Y o u  can’t minimize 
what I’m  saying,” Larry 
tells his wife.

“Sure I can,” Miriam 
tells her husband. “Look 
at me, I’m  doing it right 
now.”

Ketchup anyone?
“She’s m a d e  s o m e  big 

mistakes,” Miriam said 
of her candidate.
“There’s no good ratio­
nale for the emails - for 
someone w h o  has spent 
30 years in public life she 
should have k n o w n  bet­
ter. But between the two 
candidates, I have no 
problem whatsoever 
pressing the button for 
Hillary.”

Miriam believes a 
segment of the popula­
tion w o n ’t support Clin­
ton for no other reason 
than she’s a woman. Lar­
ry said T r u m p ’s complete 
lack of experience in 
politics could hurt h i m  at 
the polls. A s  for the rhet­
oric, both believe their 
candidate could say just 
about anything at this 
point and it wouldn’t 
affect the outcome.

A n d  yet, they both 
finish breakfast in a good 
mood. If nothing else, the 
election has charged up 
the voters.

Said Miriam, "What’s 
that old quote about de­
mocracy? ‘It’s the worst 
system in the world ex­
cept for all the other 
ones.’ Every democratic 
nation has its rough-and- 
tumble politics. But right 
now, you have an incred­
ibly engaged electorate 
and, if a few m o r e  people 
b e c o m e  engaged, I think 
that’s for the good.”
jgrossman@hometownlife. com
586-826-7030
Twitter: @BhmEccentric

Z O N I N G  B O A R D  O F  A P P E A L S  
M E E T I N G  NOTICE 

CITY O F  P L Y M O U T H ,  M I C H I G A N  
(734) 453-1234

A  meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Thursday, 
November 3, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. in the Commission Chambers of the City Hall, 

201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, MI, to consider the following:
Z 16-21 546 Roe

Non-Use Variance Requested 
Side &  Rear Yard Setbacks 
Zoned: R-l, Single-Family Residential 
Applicant: Dan MacKinnon
All interested persons are invited to attend.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will 
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, 
to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by 
writing or calling the following:

Maureen Brodie, A D A  Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street

Plymouth, MI 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 206

Published: October 23.2016 L0-0000!00§21 1»3S

P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  NOTICE  
CITY O F  P L Y M O U T H ,  M I C H I G A N  

CITY HALL, 201 S. M A I N  
WEDNESDAY, N O V E M B E R  9, 2016 

7:00 P M  
(734) 453-1234

PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING ORDINANCE A M E N D M E N T S  OF:

1. A rticle II. Definitions.
Sec. 78-21, Definitions,

2. Article XVII. Schedule Regulations.
Sec. 78-190, Limiting Height, Bulk, Density, and Area by Zoning District 
Sec. 78-191, Notes to Schedule

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will 
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and sendees, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, 
to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by 
writing or calling the following:

Maureen Brodie, A D A  Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
(734)453-1234, Ext. 206

Published' Sunday, October 23.2016



Time to register for Wayne County 
Lightfest run and bicycle ride

Sign up n o w  to pre­
view Lightfest 2016! 
Participants in the 20th 
annual W a y n e  County 
Lightfest 8 K  F u n  Run/ 
Walk at 7 p.m. 'Riesday, 
Nov. 15, will have an 
opportunity to travel the 
Lightfest display route 
on foot. Bike enthusiasts 
will have a chance to 
Bike Through the Lights 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 16.

Registration can be 
completed online at 
https://runningfite- 
vents.redpodi- 
um.com/2016-lightfest- 
bike-and-run or in person

FILE P H O T O
Sign u p  n o w  for W a y n e  
C o u n t y  Lightfest activities.

at the Nankin Mills In­
terpretive Center, 33175 
A n n  Arbor Trail, in West- 
land. T h e  Nankin Mills 
Interpretive Center is 
open from 8 a.m. until 
4:30 p.m. M o n d a y  
through Friday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Online registration for 
both the Lightfest 8 K  
Run/Walk and Bike 
Through the Lights will 
be accepted until noon 
Nov. 13. After the dead­
line, participants m a y  
register during packet 
pickup in person at N a n ­
kin Mills Interpretive 
Center, 4-7:30 p.m. Nov.
14 or 5:30- 6:45 p.m. the 
day of the event.

T h e  Lightfest 8 K  Run/ 
Walk registration fee is 
$20 through Oct. 23 and

$25 from Oct. 24 through 
Nov. 13. Registration 
Nov. 14-15 will be $30. 
Fees for high school-aged 
children and younger is 
$15, regardless of regis­
tration date. Registration 
includes a long sleeve 
T-shirt, glow-in-the-dark 
medal and post-race 
snacks.

Bike Through the 
Lights registration fee is 
$20 through Oct. 23 and 
$25 from Oct. 24 through 
Nov. 13. Registration 
Nov. 14-16 will be $30. 
Fees for high school-aged 
children and younger is 
$15, regardless of regis­
tration date. Registration 
includes a long sleeve 
T-shirt, glow-in-the-dark 
m u g  and post-race 
snacks.

Both events will take 
place in the Merriman 
Hollow area of Hines 
Park, located at Merri­
m a n  R o a d  and Hines 
Drive, in Westland. R u n ­
ners and bikers can reg­
ister online at https:// 
runningfitevents.red- 
podium.com/2016-light- 
fest-bike-and-run.

T h e  W a y n e  County 
Lightfest is co-sponsored 
by the Friends of W a y n e  
County Parks, D T E  Ener­
gy, ITC Holdings, Cole, 
N e w t o n  &  Duran C P A ’s, 
Fox 2 News, C o m m u n i t y  
Alliance Credit Union, 
M c D o n a l d  Modular, Zeal 
Credit Union, Consumers 
Energy, Motor City 
Mountain Biking Associ­
ation and beatthetrain- 
.com.

St. Mary Mercy Livonia event 
raises more than $250,000

St. Robert Bellarmine’s hosts 
popular train show Nov. 12

ST. M A R Y  M E R C Y  H O S P I T A L
St. M a r y  M e r c y  Livonia President D a v e  Spivey (from left), 
2016 Gala chair Cindy Scappaticci a n d  St. M a r y  M e r c y  Livonia 
D e v e l o p m e n t  Director Sara Stauffer. D A V I D  M A L H A L A B

T h e  St. Robert Bellarmine Men's Club will again host its 
popular train s h o w  Nov. 12.

St. M a r y  M e r c y  Livo­
nia hosted its 24th annu­
al Gala on Oct. 14, during 
which corporate spon­
sors, donors, physicians, 
executives and staff 
raised m o r e  than 
$250,000 to help fund 
c o m m u n i t y  health and 
wellness programs. M o n ­
ey raised from the event 
will help pay for a trans­
portation van for cancer 
patients, increased m e n ­
tal health services and 
school-based nutrition, 
weight-management and 
fitness initiatives.

“T h e  St. M a r y  M e r c y  
family c a m e  together 
and demonstrated once 
again its support for the 
c o m m u n i t y  and our pa­
tients,” said D a v e  Spi­
vey, president and C E O  
of St. M a r y  M e r c y  Livo­
nia. “These funds will 
reach far beyond the 
walls of the hospital to 
address the most urgent 
health care needs facing

our community, such as 
access to care and child­
hood obesity.”

Approximately 700 
guests supported the 
“P h a n t o m  of the Opera" 
themed event, held at the 
Laurel M a n o r  Banquet 
and Conference Center 
in Livonia.

"This is a fun night 
every year and, m o r e  
importantly, it brings us

together to support a 
great cause,” Gala chair 
Cindy Scappaticci said. 
“Every year, w e  are 
challenged with raising 
m o n e y  to support these 
m u c h  needed programs 
and every year w e  are 
grateful to our sup­
porters, physicians and 
staff w h o  step up to the 
plate to help us deliv-

Saturday, Nov. 12, 
will m a r k  the 26th annu­
al St. Robert Bellarmine 
M e n ’s Club TVains In 
T h e  Park Train S h o w  at 
St. Robert Bellarmine 
school g y m  at the cor­
ners of W. Chicago and 
Inkster road, two miles 
west of Telegraph Road 
in Redford. T h e  show 
runs 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A s  always, partici­
pants will be able to 
have their trains tested 
by the Lincoln Park 
Train Club and will see 
trains in operation on 
the multiple layouts, 
including one large 
layout by the Ford 
Group and another by 
the Jackson Group.

Although St. Robert’s 
school closed in June 
2015, the student athlet­
ics program continues. 
T h e  train show helps 
fund St. Robert’s school 
children sports activ­
ities programs for the

current year. M a n y  
knowledgeable dealers 
and train experts attend 
and allow participants to 
find out what trains are 
worth. D a d ’s or grand 
dad’s trains are worth.

There will be train 
collectors from multiple 
states with train and toy 
items to buy and swap

plus m o r e  than!25 dealer 
tables. There will be door 
prizes given a w a y  every 
hour. See s o m e  highlights 
of the January 2012 S h o w  
at http://youtu.be/ 
MgtdeljWxpg, The La­
dies of S R B  will sell food 
and beverages.

Admission is $3 per 
person or $6 per family.

Relationships Built on Trust
Family owned & operated
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Disabled resident, also battling illness, 
needs help with h o m e  modifications

S C O T T  R. D A N I E L
Catherine Panto has b e e n  forced to sleep in her recliner for the past six years.

Scott R. Daniel
hometownlife.com

L y m p h e d e m a  robs 
Catherine Fanto a little 
bit m o r e  every day.

T h e  disease, which 
causes extreme swelling 
of a r m s  and legs, first 
took her job nine years 
ago. Then, it w a s  a good 
night’s sleep - the Red- 
ford resident has been 
forced to rest in a reclin­
er for the past six years. 
Now, it’s chipping a w a y  
at her mobility.

Fanto started walking 
with a cane several years 
ago and then had to 
quickly m o v e  into using 
two. These days, she 
scoots around her h o m e  
in a wheeled walker.

“A s  m u c h  as possible,
I need to remain indepen­
dent,’’ said Fanto, 62, 
“because the other op­
tions are not desirable.”

Fanto doesn’t c o m ­
plain about her plight.
But she recognizes she 
needs help, especially 
with her home. Built in 
the 1930s, the Woodbine 
Street ranch has small 
rooms with narrow door­
ways. Too tight, in fact,

for her to scoot into with 
her walker.

That’s w h y  she has 
slept in the recliner for 
so long. T h e  walker 
doesn’t m a k e  it through 
either of her bedroom 
doorways and she can’t 
physically m a k e  the 
short walk without risk­
ing injury.

“I can’t walk around 
that much,” said Fanto, 
w h o  has arthritis in her 
legs. "I have to be very 
careful with m y  knee.”
H o m e  modifications 
needed

To put it plainly, Cath­
erine Fanto needs m o d ­
ifications m a d e  to her

h o m e  to m a k e  it m o r e  
accessible. Living on 
Social Security disability 
pay, she simply doesn’t 
have the extra funds to 
do it on her own.

“If something un­
expected c o m e s  up, 
there’s nothing there,” 
said Fanto, w h o  also bat­
tles diabetes and carries

other monthly medical 
expenses. “There is no 
extra.”

She had a r a m p  added 
to the front of her h o m e  
last year, but that pretty 
m u c h  wiped out her re­
serves. Fanto needs to 
have doorways widened 
inside the h o m e  and have 
a cut-away bathtub in­
stalled to be able to get in 
and out of safely.

She has lived in the 
h o m e  for 16 years and 
loves it. But she has had 
to rely m o r e  and m o r e  on 
friends for help.

“I have very gracious 
friends that c o m e  by,” 
Fanto said. “T h e y  take 
care of all of the outside 
w o r k  like the lawn and 
cleaning out the gutters. 
T h e y ’re very helpful in 
that respect.”

She w a s  first diag­
nosed with l y m p h e d e m a  
in her late 30s. T h e  dis­
ease is usually caused by 
a blockage in the lymph 
system, according to 
M a y o  Clinic.org, which 
keeps fluid from drain­
ing normally.

Both of Fanto’s legs 
are affected. Thankfully 
it hasn’t m a d e  its w a y

into her arms. T h e  dis­
ease isn’t curable, but 
can be m a n a g e d  to a 
degree.
A  w a y  to help

She has had to recent­
ly battle other illnesses, 
too. A  urinary tract in­
fection and blood clots 
landed her in the B e a u ­
mont Botsford Hospital 
for several weeks in 
August. Fanto suffered a 
knee injury while doing 
physical therapy at the 
hospital.

Despite all of the mal­
adies, she keeps a posi­
tive outlook. Over the 
years, Fanto has learned 
to roll with the punches 
and keep moving for­
ward.

“If this all had hap­
pened at once,” she said, 
“I think it would have 
been harder.”

If you would like to 
help Catherine Fanto 
with making modifica­
tions to her home, please 
contact her at: 
puregracel@aol.com
srdaniel@hometownlife.com
734-672-5026
Twitter: @ScottyDan51

WAYNE COUNTY ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS
Joins soccer team

Casey Muglia of C a n ­
ton is a m e m b e r  of the 
w o m e n ’s soccer team at 
Ashland University. M a ­
joring in nursing, Muglia 
is a 2016 graduate of 
Plymouth Canton High 
School. She is a defender 
for the university’s E a ­
gles team. Muglia, a 
freshman, is a defender 
for the Eagles.

T h e  Ashland Univer­
sity w o m e n ’s soccer team 
competes in N C A A  Divi­
sion II in the Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference T h e  w o m e n ’s 
soccer team is led by

fourth-year head coach, 
D a n  Krispinsky. Last 
year, the Eagles sported 
a 14-4-1 record overall 
and 9-3-0 in the G L I A C  
and the team played in 
the championship g a m e  
of the G L I A C  tourna­
ment. T h e  Ashland Uni­
versity w o m e n ’s soccer 
team has been rated at

No. 23 in the National 
Soccer Coaches Associa­
tion of America’s Top 25 
latest poll.
Students attend

Jeremy Lewis and 
Alex Singleton of Canton 
joined about 400 first- 
year students at Heidel­

berg University this fall.
Internship

Matthew J. Zawadzki 
of Livonia took part in an 
internship this fall 
through S U N Y  O s w e g o ’s 
Center for Experiential 
Learning. A  senior m a ­
joring in wellness m a n ­
agement, he interned 
with S u m m i t  Physical 
Therapy in Oswego. The 
Center for Experiential 
Learning at O s w e g o  
places students in in­
ternships and career 
awareness opportunities 
that allow them to earn 
college credits while 
garnering valuable life

experience.
Accepted

Melissa Boland, 
daughter of Jeff Boland 
and Carolyn Boland of 
Livonia, has been accept­
ed to the University of 
Illinois College of Veteri­
nary Medicine in Ur- 
bana. Admission to the 
college —  which is one of 
only 30 veterinary 
schools in the nation -- is 
highly competitive. Cri­
teria for acceptance 
include grade point aver­
age, admission test 
scores, background and 
experience, and personal 
interviews. Boland is one

of 160 m e m b e r s  entering 
the Class of 2020.

Boland’s class will 
participate in an innova­
tive veterinary curricu­
lum taught only at the 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Illinois, 
called the Illinois In­
tegrated Veterinary Pro­
fessional Curriculum. 
After graduation, Boland 
must also pass state and 
national board examina­
tions covering knowl­
edge of companion and 
food animal medicine in 
order to b e c o m e  licensed 
to practice.

A  Stevenson High 
School graduate, Boland

attended Michigan State 
University, from where 
she obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in animal science.

Fraternity and 
student council 
m e m b e r

Dennis Clark of C a n ­
ton is a m e m b e r  of Phi 
Alpha Theta at Ashland 
University and a m e m ­
ber of the Student Sen­
ate. H e  is majoring in 
political science and a 
2014 graduate of Father 
Gabriel Richard High 
School. H e  is the son of 
Richard and N a n c y  Clark 
of Canton.

U  Goodwill Stores
Your fresh n e w  place to shop 
for fashionable finds and 
Halloween trends.

ST. JOE S
MEDICAL GROUP

W o m e n ’s Health Presentations
Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecologist, provides insight and education 
about a variety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction, 
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your 
sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures 
available that may eliminate or reduce your symptoms or pain, 
and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

October 27 • N o v e m b e r  16 • D e c e m b e r  21
St. M a r y  M e r c y  Livonia 
Classrooms 1 a n d  2 
36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia
5:45 p.m. - Check-in • 6 p.m. - Presentation 
Presentation is free but registration is required 
Please call 734-655-1980.

, n  !

BeRemarkable.
stmarymercy.org/vvestside



WHAT'S HAPPENING IN WAYNE COUNTY

A  painting b y  M a r k  Benglian exhibited at the P l y m o u t h  C o m m u n i t y  Arts Council at 774 N. 
Sheldon, Plymouth.

Candidate night

T h e  Livonia Bar Asso­
ciation will host a "Meet 
the Candidates Night” at 
7 p.m. Oct. 25 at the Livo­
nia Civic Center Library, 
32777 Five Mile Road. 
T h e  doors open at 6:30 
p.m. Seven of the eight 
candidates for W a y n e  
County Circuit Court 
judge will be presented.
Trunk or treat

T h e  second annual 
Spooktacular Trunk or 
Treat, sponsored b y  the 
Garden City Business 
Alliance and the D D A ,  
takes place 5:30-7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 27, in the 
Kroger Plaza Parking lot, 
northeast corner of Ford 
Road and Middlebelt, in 
Garden City.

Donations of nonper­
ishable food items for the 
Garden City H O M E  Pan­
try will gladly be accept­
ed and collected. To par­
ticipate, volunteer, do­
nate candy or for more 
information, email Elaine 
Salter at esalterll25(s>ya- 
hoo.com or call 734-502- 
2046 or 734-788-9319.
Exhibit raises funds 
for charity

M a r k  Benglian’s Octo­
ber Solo Exhibit, "Louder 
Devils,” is at the Ply­
mouth C o m m u n i t y  Arts 
Council, 774 N. Sheldon 
Road, Plymouth. The 
exhibit, which runs 
through Oct. 30, raises 
funds from the sale of art 
for the Michigan H u ­
m a n e  Society and the 
Plymouth C o m m u n i t y  
Arts Council. Benglian is 
a nonprofit artist from 
Michigan whose work 
focuses on intuitive 
mark-making and story­
telling. M a n y  of his 
pieces are created using 
salvaged or recycled 
materials, strong colors 
and abstract imagery. 
P C A C  gallery is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
M o n d a y  and Wednesday, 
from noon to 4 p.m. Tues­
day and Thursday, during 
all public events and by 
appointment. Most 
Wednesdays, the gallery 
is open until 6 p.m. The 
P C A C ’s Exhibit P r o g r a m ­
m i n g  for 2016 is spon­
sored in part by a gener­
ous grant from the Ply­
mouth C o m m u n i t y  Foun­
dation.
Lost voices

Help at-risk kids by 
attending the Concert for 
Lost Voices at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 23, at the 
P A R C  in downtown Ply­
mouth. T h e  concert will 
feature Kitty Donohoe, 
Jen Cass with Eric Janet- 
sky and M i k e  Ball and 
Y o u n g  Ladies of Vista

Maria. Folk, blues and 
Celtic musicians will be 
featured. Young w o m e n  
from Vista Maria w h o  
have benefited from the 
Lost Voices will be at the 
event. For m o r e  informa­
tion about the nonprofit 
group Lost Voices and its 
mission to bring life 
changing creative pro­
grams to incarcerated 
and at-risk young people, 
go to http://lost- 
voices.org/.
Looking for 
volunteers

Are you look for vol­
unteer opportunities in 
Livonia? If so, consider 
volunteering with Bless­
ings in a Backpack-Livo- 
nia, a volunteer nonprofit 
group that provides 
weekend food to at-risk 
children in the Livonia 
Public School System. 
T h e  group packs m o r e  
than 220 bags of food 
each w e e k  and is in need 
of help packing the bags 
each Thesday night. G o  to 
SignUp Genius page at 
http://www.signupge- 
nius.com/
go/10c0c4da5a62aa0f94- 
filling. To learn more, go 
to website at http:// 
www.biablivonia.org and 
Facebook page at https:// 
www.facebook.com/Bles- 
singsInABackpackLivo- 
nia/.
Polish dinner dance

T h e  St. Paul Council of 
the Knights of Columbus 
from St. Robert Bellar- 
mine Parish in Redford 
will sponsor a Polish 
Dinner Dance 2-6 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 23. The 
event will be held in the 
Activities Building at St. 
Robert Bellarmine on the 
corner of Inkster and 
West Chicago roads in 
Redford. Tickets are $25 
at the door. T h e  price 
includes an authentic 
Polish dinner, dancing 
with music provided by 
the Polish Dukes, beer, 
wine and soft drinks.

Beaumont yoga in 
park

Beaumont Healthy 
W a y n e  presents Yoga in 
the Park 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 26, at 
G o u d y  Park, 3355 S. 
W a y n e  Road, Wayne. The 
event is free. T h e  class is 
taught by certified yoga 
instructor Chelsea Von- 
fintel. Bring yoga mat, 
beach towel or blanket. 
Class most appropriate 
for ages 9 and older.
Turkey Trot

Register n o w  for the 
Livonia Parks and Recre­
ation Department’s annu­
al Tlirkey TVot 5 K  fun 
walk/run at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at Bi­
centennial Park (Seven 
Mile and W a y n e  Road). 
Registration takes place 
at the Kirksey Recrea­
tion Center, 15100 H u b ­
bard. T h e  $15 per person 
fee includes a Tbrkey 
Trot T-shirt, if registered 
by Oct. 24.

Proceeds and canned 
food donations will bene­
fit the Livonia Good- 
fellows, which provides 
holiday meals for local 
families. N e w  this year, 
visit the food truck rally 
to satisfy your post Tur­
key Trot appetite. The 
Kirksey Recreation C e n ­
ter will offer Turkey TVot 
conditioning. Certified 
personal trainer D e b  
Vinitski will create a 
customized and adaptive 
science-based training 
program for n o w  and for 
the long run. Contact her 
at ptdebbiev@aol.com. 
For m o r e  information, 
call 734-466-2900 or go to 
www.ci.livonia.mi.us
Veterans Day Mass

St. Michael the Arch­
angel Church of Livonia 
will host its annual Veter­
ans D a y  M a s s  to thank all 
veterans, reservists, 
active military and their 
families for their service 
to our country. T h e  ser­
vice will be Sunday, Nov.

6, at the church, 11441 
Hubbard Road, just south 
of Plymouth Road, in 
Livonia. There will be a 
color guard and flag 
raising ceremony at the 
flag pole in front of the 
church at 9:45 a.m., fol­
lowed by the M a s s  at 10 
a,m. A n  informal recep­
tion for all will follow, a 
highlight of which is 
always the letters of 
thanks and military trib­
ute m a d e  by the St. M i ­
chael School students.
For m o r e  information, 
call the parish office at 
734-261-1455, ext. 200, or 
go to www.livonia 
stmichael.org.
Neighbors and 
friends

Livonia Neighbors and 
Friends, a W o m e n ’s Club 
in Livonia, will host a 
fashion show, at 7 p.m. 
Thesday, Nov. 8. Fashions 
from T h e  Dress Barn will 
be modeled by members. 
T h e  event will be at at the 
E m m a n u e l  Lutheran 
Church, 34567 Seven 
Mile Road, in Livonia.

Livonia Neighbors and 
Friends is open to w o m e n  
w h o  live/work in Livonia 
and its surrounding c o m ­
munities. General meet­
ings are held at 7 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month, September 
through May. Special 
activity groups continue 
to meet year round. For 
m o r e  information, go to 
http://livonianeighbor- 
sandfriends.tripod.com.
People helping 
animals

Tail W a g g e r ’s 1990, a 
local nonprofit organiza­
tion, is inviting the c o m ­
munity to its 27th annual 
Tail W a g g e r ’s Bowl on 
Saturday, Nov. 12, at 
Woodland Lanes in Livo­
nia. Squads are being 
held at 1 p.m., 4:30 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. and costs $25 
per adult and $15 per 
child. T h e  entry fee in­
cludes three g a m e s  of 
bowling, lunch or dinner

with dessert, c o m m e m ­
orative gift and entry 
into mystery g a m e  to win 
donated prizes from local 
business. Grand prizes 
are awarded to those w h o  
raise the most m o n e y  in 
each squad. Strolling 
raffle with a chance to 
win prizes from the D e ­
troit Tigers, Detroit Red 
Wings, Michigan State, 
dining establishments 
and hotels will add to the 
excitement, along with 
50/50 drawings at all 
three squads.

For m o r e  information 
on Tail W a g g e r ’s 1990 or 
to register for the event, 
go to www.tailwaggers 
1990.org. If you have 
questions, contact Laura 
Zain at 734-855-4077 or 
e-mail tailwaggers.l990@ 
yahoo.com.
Livonia Towne Club

T h e  Livonia Towne 
Club is a nonprofit w o m ­
en’s organization bring­
ing together w o m e n  for 
social interaction.

T h e  club meets the 
fourth Thursday of each 
month from September 
through M a y  (except in 
N o v e m b e r  and D e c e m ­
ber, w h e n  it’s held the 
second Thursday).

T h e  Club meets for 
lunch and a program at 
different restaurants in 
Livonia and surrounding 
areas.

Call Vicki at 734-591- 
3254 regarding the Nov.
10 luncheon and join for 
s o m e  fun while playing 
bingo!
Annual Diabetes 
Day

Garden City Hospital 
will host "Diabetes Care 
and Self-Management” 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, in the 
Grand Ballroom at West- 
land City Hall, 36300 
Warren Road. T h e  free 
event is in conjunction 
with the 25th annual 
Diabetes Day. Lunch, 
displays, information, 
giveaways and door priz­
es will be available.
G C  High School 
M o m Z M o m  Sale

T h e  G C  Theatre will 
be hosting a M o m 2 M o m  
sale at Garden City High 
School. Seller keeps 100 
percent of the m o n e y  
m a d e  at their table. New' 
and gently used baby and 
kids clothes as well as 
toys, games, D V D s ,  
books, strollers, bikes, 
swings, bouncers, etc.

The sale is from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5, 
(early bird 8:30 a.m.). 
There will be m o r e  than 
85 tables to shop from, a 
large item area, conces­
sions and a bake sale. 
Admission is $1 (early

bird $2), strollers wel­
come. Garden City High 
School is at 6500 Middle- 
belt (between Ford Road 
and Warren). Tables are 
$25 for an 8-foot table 
including standard rack 
space (you provide rack). 
For m o r e  information, 
including the table agree­
ment, go to www.face- 
b ook.com/gcmom2mom- 
sale or send an email to 
gcmom2momsale@hot- 
mail.com. All proceeds 
from this sale will go to 
the G C H S  Theatre 
Group.
U n k n o w n  Titanic 
child

T h e  Friends of Livonia 
Civic Center Library, 
32777 Five Mile Road, 
will present a free pro­
g r a m  with Judith Coebly 
about T h e  Story of the 
U n k n o w n  Child on the 
Titanic at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 13, at the Livonia 
Civic Center Library. 
Coebly is a retired educa­
tor from Dearborn w h o  
was a social studies 
teacher, counselor and 
high school principal.

F r o m  studying the 
history of the Titanic, she 
will relate h o w  the social 
class structure w a s  evi­
dent in the survival of the 
passengers. Using Power­
Point, she will focus on 
one particular passenger 
"The U n k n o w n  Child.” 
H e r  presentation is based 
on research while she 
w a s  on the 2012 memorial 
cruise of the Titanic. 
Coebly’s interests in 
history still continues in 
organizations such as the 
Questers, George W. Lee 
Civil W a r  Roundtable and 
Brighton Historical Soci­
ety. For m o r e  informa­
tion, call 734-466-2495.
T o w n  Hall speakers

T h e  Livonia T o w n  Hall 
has announced speakers 
for its 52nd season:

Nov. 16 —  T o m  Gjel- 
ton, a national security’ 
correspondent, w h o  will 
discuss the foreign policy 
challenges of the United 
States.

Jan. 18 —  Writer D o u g  
Stanton, w h o  will relate 
his writing on travel 
adventures and political 
pieces from national 
publications.

M a r c h  15 —  Best­
selling author Denise 
Kiernanwill discuss h o w  
she wrote "The Girls of 
the Atomic City’.”

Tickets are $150 for 
the season, which in­
cludes lunch and lecture, 
or $180 for priority seat­
ing. Programs are held at 
10:30 a.m. at St. M a r y ’s 
Cultural Center, 18100 
Merriman, in Livonia.
C a U  734-751-1898 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. for tickets.
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Nat G e o  photographer shares tales of creatures
David Veselenak

h o m e i o w n l i f e . c o m

Joel Sartore has spent 
m u c h  of his life taking 
photos of s o m e  of the 
world’s most deadly crea­
tures. So far, he’s evaded 
death, despite having to 
escape from a bison 
w h e n  he went to take a 
photo.
“I’ve been in a lot 

situations that are not 
that fun,” he said. “If you 
pop a flash off in a bi­
son’s face, of course he’s 
going to pin you under a 
truck for an hour.”

Sartore, a freelance 
photographer w h o  has 
covered several assign­
ments for National G e o ­
graphic during his ca­
reer, shared s o m e  of his 
breathtaking images of 
wildlife Wednesday 
morning at St. M a r y ’s 
Cultural Center in Livo­
nia with the m e m b e r s  of 
Livonia T b w n  Hall, which 
began its season W e d n e s ­

day.
During that time, he’s 

seen s o m e  of the world’s 
most breathtaking 
places, his favorite being 
Antarctica and South 
Georgia, an island in the 
south Atlantic Ocean.

“There’s a beach in 
South Georgia where 
they have 500,000 king 
penguins, all in one 
view,” he said. “A  lot of 
them will walk right up

to you. T h e y ’re not 
scared, because they 
were never hunted d o w n  
there.

“It really is a remark­
able place.”

T h e  presentation took 
Novi resident Gail Perrin 
back to the time w h e n  
she traveled overseas 
and s a w  large wildlife 
during a trip to Africa. 
She connected with Sar- 
tore’s story w h e n  the

f
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BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Photographer Joel Sartore at Livonia T o w n  Hall.

buffalo pinned h i m  un­
derneath his vehicle.

“W h e n  you’re there, 
there’s nothing to protect 
you,except the van 
you’re in,” Perrin said.

Sartore has also cre­
ated the National G e o ­
graphic Photo Ark, which 
aims to photograph every 
k n o w n  animal species in 
captivity. So far, the pro­

ject has captured por­
traits of m o r e  than 6,000 
species that have ap­
peared around the world, 
including being shown on 
buildings in places such 
as N e w  York City and 
Vatican City.

Sartore said the rea­
soning behind this pro­
ject w a s  to document the 
world’s animals, especial­
ly those teetering on the 
brink of extinction. H e ’s

photographed birds, 
primates, insects and 
amphibians, a m o n g  oth­
ers.

“W e  have to k n o w  
there’s a need. W e  have 
to k n o w  these animals 
are in trouble,” he said. 
“W h e n  w e  do k n o w  
there’s a need, people 
c o m e  and fill it.”

T h e  Livonia T o w n  Hall 
event continues next 
month, w h e n  N P R  nation­
al security correspon­
dent T o m  Gjelton speaks 
Nov. 16. Perrin and the 
other w o m e n  at her table 
all agreed that the best 
speakers at the series are 
typically the ones they 
don’t recognize at first 
glance and are excited 
for.

“W e  don’t k n o w  any of 
the speakers, but w e  find 
they are better than the 
big n a m e  that gets people 
to come,” Perrin said.
dveselenak©
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734-678-6728
Twitter: ©DavidVeselenakPumpkin Fest continues at Livonia’s Wilson Barn

C O U R T E S Y  O F  K E N  S T E M P I E N
K e n  Stempien, president of the Friends of the Wilson Barn, 
with t w o  of his grandchildren, A n n a  a n d  A n d r e w  Ziolkowski,

David Veselenak
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

There’s still time to 
take in the sights at Livo­
nia’s Wilson Barn this 
month.

The annual P u m p k i n  
Fest, which takes place at 
the historic barn at Mid- 
dlebelt and West Chicago 
in Livonia, continues 
through the end of Octo­
ber, with events taking 
place every day of the 
week.

During the week, 
pumpkin, gourd and 
cornstalk sales take 
place from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m., while pony rides 
are available from noon 
to 7 p.m., weather per­
mitting. H a y  rides are 
available during the 
w e e k  as well, if a reser­
vation is made.

O n  the last two w e e k ­
ends of October, patrons 
can participate in hay 
rides, take a look at the

at P u m p k i n  Fest.

arts and craft sales and 
buy s o m e  cider and 
doughnuts to enjoy. The 
sale of cider and dough­

nuts is a fundraiser for 
the Friends of the Wilson 
Barn to m a k e  improve­
ments on the property.

“All the proceeds help 
to benefit the Friends of 
the Barn and to upkeep 
that barn,” said K e n  
Stempien, president of 
the Friends of the Barn. 
‘“A n y  w o r k  that needs to 
be done to that barn, the 
Friends do it.”

Also available during 
the weekend is the haunt­
ed barn stroll, designed 
for children ages 12 and 
younger. Admission is $1 
and the level of scariness 
is determined by the 
patron. T h e  haunted barn 
stroll is open from noon 
to 7:30 p.m. each Sat­
urday and Sunday 
through October.

M o r e  information on 
the annual P u m p k i n  Fest, 
as well as the Wilson 
Barn, can be found at 
wilsonbarn.com.
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Check us out on the Web every 
day at hometownlife.com

W H Y  BE 
CATHOLIC?
Season 8

T h e  exciting series of personal stories a n d  testimonies 
continues its 8th s e a s o n  with an outstanding roster of n e w  
speakers.

Tuesday,
October 25th, 7 P M

Although h e  attended Catholic grade 
a n d  high schools, D o r i a n  Bellinger, 
Council President of the Detroit Society 
of St. Vincent dePaul a n d  Director of 
their Justice Initiative Prison Ministry, 
g r e w  u p  non-Catholic a n d  essentially 
non-Christian until G o d  s&nt h i m  on 
w h a t  he n o w  calls “a  Saul o n  the road 
to D a m a s c u s ” conversion.

St. Michael the Archangel School Cafeteria
1 1441 H u b b a r d  Rd., s. of P l y m o u t h  Rd.

' 7 3 4 - 2 6 1 - 1 4 5 5  w w w . l i v o n l a s t m i c h a e l . o r g

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E !
LO-OCOO J00161

W I N T E R  S T A Y S  A V A I L A B L E M E R C Y  H I G H  S C H O O L

Winter can be a time of doldrums and danger. But instead of letting 
it get you down, spend your time in the warm, friendly community 
of Independence Village. There's a calendar full of exciting, engaging 
events and activities. Delicious food with cuisine-driven menus. A n d  
plenty of friends to enjoy all winter long. O f  course, to help keep 
you safe, w e  take care of all the snow-related maintenance, and our 
free shuttle is available to take you to appointments, shopping trips 
and wintertime outings. M o v e  in n o w  and make winter your favorite
season of the year.

tylomen Q.'1'la/ce a

O P E N  H O U S E
Sunday, October 30 
1:00p m  - 3:30p m

Independence
Village

Independent Living | E n h a n c e d  Living lndependenceVillages.com

admissions@mhsmi.org 
• 248.476.2484 

mhsmi.org/admissions
29300 W. Eleven Mile Rd. Farmington Hills, MI 48336

O G Q f f i  £ 1 9

H u m a n  Dignity Mercy  Justice Service Option for the Poor



Life is golden for retriever w h o  ‘works’ at law office
Sharon Dargay
hometownlife.com

Bart Liblang has his 
o w n  Facebook page, a 
cushy bed at w o r k  and a 
pretty sweet job.

H e ’s the official greet­
er at Liblang L a w  Firm in 
d o w n t o w n  Birmingham. 
W h e n  the elevator doors 
open to the second floor 
at 346 Park, the 10-year- 
old golden retriever wel­
comes clients with a w a g  
of his tail, a broad grin 
and occasionally a favor­
ite toy.

“H e ’s such a people- 
oriented dog,” said owner 
Dani Liblang,who took 
h i m  to the Sportsman’s 
D o g  TVaining Club as a 
puppy. “I took h i m  all the 
w a y  through Canine 
G o o d  Citizen (class), so 
he k n o w s  h o w  to behave 
in an office. H e ’s a pretty 
good boy. But also, I’m  
fortunate enough to work 
with a bunch of dog lov­
ers. H e  has it made. E v ­
erybody pitches in if I’m  
out for the day, if he 
needs to go out, if he 
needs m o r e  water.

“I have a client that 
bakes h o m e m a d e  treats 
for h i m  and sends him 
his o w n  tin of treats ev­
ery Christmas,” she add­
ed. “T h e  Fed E x  people 
bring h i m  treats. The 
postal lady brings him 
treats. H e  has a pretty 
good life here.”

Liblang created a 
dog-friendly environ­
m e n t  w h e n  she m o v e d  
into the Park Street 
building in 2008. She 
established her practice 
in 1982, a year after grad­
uating from the Univer­
sity of Detroit L a w  
School, and specializes in 
consumer law, with an 
emphasis on lemon law 
and auto fraud. Bart has 
been the office greeter 
since he w a s  2. She took 
Bart’s predecessor, Jil- 
lian, w h o  also was a gold­
en retriever, to w o r k  with 
her on weekends and 
after business hours 
w h e n  the firm w a s  locat­
ed in an office building.

Office therapist
“I think bringing a dog 

to w o r k  is really wonder­
ful. I k n o w  I enjoy it and 
he really loves it,” she 
said. “Since the law is 
such a stressful business, 
I think he does add a 
dimension of calmness. 
H e ’s definitely our resi­
dent therapist and stress 
reliever. A n d  for clients, 
w e  also do personal in­
jury and I’ve had s o m e  
catastrophically-injured 
clients. W h e n  they c o m e  
in for depositions or even 
w h e n  they have to tell 
their story and have to 
relive the story enough to 
tell it to us, it’s very trau­
matic.

“I think one of the 
things Bart does is he 
seems to k n o w  w h e n  
people need comfort and 
I’ve actually seen him 
rest his head gently or sit 
gently by someone’s 
wheelchair and comfort

them. A n d  I’ve seen peo­
ple be able to really relax 
and feel stronger w h e n  
dealing with depositions. 
Because that is tough 
w h e n  you have the oppos­
ing side grilling you, but 
then you have a nice big 
dog there.”

She has taken Bart to 
visit at M u n s o n  Medical 
Center in TVaverse City 
and hopes to have him 
certified as a therapy 
dog. She also took Jillian 
to visit patients at a hos­
pital in Grand Rapids.

Liblang has been an 
animal lover since she 
w a s  a youngster. She 
g r e w  up in Waterford 
with her parents and 
three siblings and res­
cued “everything,” in­
cluding orphaned bun­
nies, squirrels and even 
birds that had fallen 
from their nests.

“W e  went from one 
extreme to another. W e  
had a great D a n e  for a

little while and w e  had a 
little Yorkshire terrier,” 
she said. “But I’ve always 
gravitated toward big 
dogs, like Bart.”

W h e n  she and her 
husband Eric, w h o ’s also 
an attorney, m o v e d  from 
a condo into a house in 
Birmingham, the couple 
brought Jillian into their 
n e w  home.

“She was the prettiest 
golden I’d ever seen,” 
Liblang said. “Just the 
best dog. I w a s  heartbro­
ken w h e n  I lost her. She 
lived to be 16."

She w a s  so heartbro­
ken that her staff pitched 
in and bought her Bart 
for Christmas. N o w  she’s 
considering dog adop­
tion. She noted that Octo­
ber is National D o g  
Adoption M o n t h  and 
encourages dog lovers to 
adopt pets, foster dogs, 
volunteer at shelters and 
donate to rescues.

“I’m  trying to talk m y

husband into adopting 
another dog to keep Bart 
company,” she said. “One 
of the reasons I like gold­
en retrievers —  but I 
love all dogs —  is they 
are so good as therapy 
dogs. A n d  their temper­
ament is perfectly suited 
to be an office dog. But 
there are m a n y  other 
breeds that are just as 
well-suited. A n d  there 
are m a n y  (mixed breed) 
dogs that are very well- 
suited and have great 
personalities.”

In the meantime, Bart 
has most of the office 
canine amenities to him­
self, although office m a n ­
ager Eileen Wheeler 
brings her dog Willow to 
the office nearly every 
day, too. Willow mostly 
stays in Wheeler’s office, 
which is outfitted with a 
dog bed, a crate and oth­
er canine items.

“Bart likes Willow. 
Willow is pretty standoff­

ish to Bart,” Liblang said, 
with a laugh.
His territory

His food and water 
bowls are kept on the 
floor in the office kitch­
en. His toy box and bed 
are in Liblang’s office, 
near her desk, which is 
decorated with his photos 
and a sign, “Live, Laugh, 
Bark.” In the winter, Bart 
likes to stretch out in 
front of the fireplace in 
the room.

Liblang has been 
tapped a few times to 
work on cases involving 
dogs, even though it’s not 
her specialty..

“I’m  such a dog person 
that probably everyone 
w h o  meets m e  hears 
about dogs. I’m  sure 
that’s h o w  I got the calls 
in the first place,” she 
said. “I do think the law 
should recognize that 
most pets aren’t just 
property, that they are 
m e m b e r s  of people’s 
families and, that w h e n  
bad things happen to 
pets, that can be devas­
tating to the family.”

Recognizing that some 
clients m a y  be afraid of 
dogs or m a y  be allergic 
to fur, she posted a sign 
inside the elevator at her 
office, advising t h e m  to 
call before they walk into 
her office suite.

She can think of only 
one time Bart exhibited 
“bad dog” behavior at 
work. H e  swiped a sand­
wich from a court report­
er’s purse during a depo­
sition. W h e n  he was 
caught, the sandwich was 
still in one piece, but an 
office staffer photo­
graphed h i m  wearing a 
“dog shaming” sign and 
posted it on Facebook.

“W e  had actually been 
hoping he had stolen it 
from the defense counsel 
because w e  like the court 
reporter,” she said. “The 
court reporter liked him 
so m u c h  that she actually 
wanted to trade treats 
with him. H e ’s a good 
dog.”
sda rgayQhometownlife. com

V O T E  VAISHNAV F O R  C A N T O N  
T R U S T E E  O N  N O V E M B E R  8th, 2016

“Let’s work to move forward 
together to ensure Canton 
is a safe and progressive 
community.”

• 15 years of m a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  corporate strategy 
experience in the 
automotive industry in 
North America an d  on a 
global platform

• President of a recognized 
non-profit organization for 
the past 4  years

• Canton resident for 22 
years

• Local businessman with 
multiple successful small 
businesses a n d  real estate 
ventures

C o m m i t t e d  a n d  e n g a g e d  co m m u n i t y  
leader
Lowering taxes through an efficient 
analysis of the township budget with the 
c o m m u n i t y ’s voice in mind
Improving the infrastructure of the 
township
Bringing n e w  e m p l o y m e n t  opportunities
Diversifying n e w  business opportunities 
so that all succeed
Providing incomparable public services 
a n d  leisure activities
Ensuring safety, inclusivity, a n d  unity for 
all citizens
Providing required support for police, 
fire, a n d  township employees
Protecting c o m m u n i t y  welfare through a 
detailed analysis of township planning

DHAVAL VAISHNAV F O R  C A N T O N  
T R U S T E E  - UNIQUE VISION

'Paid for by Dhaval Vaishnav for Canton 
1811 Steeple Chase, Canton, Ml 48188

Heal weir.
W o u n d  c a r e  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n ,  

f r o m  o u r  t e a m  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s .

Time is an essential part of healing, but in some cases, 
no matter how much time you give them, certain wounds 
simply won't heal.
Diabetes, poor circulation and other problems can lead 
to serious wound complications that compromise 
the quality of your life.
W e  can help. The Center for W o u n d  Healing and H .perbaric 
Medicine will assess, diagnose and develop a personalized 
care plan that gets you back to a healthy life as quickly as 
possible— with care, concern, and compassion.
The time to act is now.
To m a k e  an appointment, call 734-762-9935 
or contact Jay Winters at jwinters@primehealthcare.com

O  Garden City Hospital
Center for W o u n d  Care a n d  Hyperbaric Services

35600 Central City Parkway, Westland, Ml 48185 (734) 458-3300 www.gch.org

[ I
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Award winning
treatment that puts •
your good health 
and happiness 
above all else.

M e m b e r  of Prime Healthcare
A n  accomplished local entrepreneur with an innovative and progressive outlook for the

Canton community.



Q: I'm in the process 
of doing my estate plan 
and I would like a sec­
ond opinion. Here is my 
situation: I am in my mid-50s and single. I 
never married nor have 
kids. I have a significant 
other whom I live with. 
We have no plans to 
marry, but we are com­
mitted to each other. It 
is her house and we 
split the expenses. The 
only family I have is a 
brother and a sister and 
some nieces and neph­
ews. Basically, upon my 
death, I want to leave 
everything to my sig­
nificant other. My first 
question is, in my situa­
tion, who do you think 
should be the executor 
of my estate? Is it ap­
propriate to have a 
non-family member? 
My second question is, I

Rick 
If loom

M O N E Y
M A H E R S

want to leave some­
thing to charity. Is it 
best to give a percent­
age of the estate or a 
set dollar amount?

A: First, there is no 
requirement that you 
have to have a family 
m e m b e r  be your per­
sonal representative, the 
individual in charge of 
handling your estate. In 
the past, the person in 
charge of an estate was 
k n o w n  as the executor, 
but today it is officially 
k n o w n  as the personal 
representative. I think in 
most situations, a family 
m e m b e r  is the appropri­
ate choice, but in your

I think in most situations, a family 
m e m b e r  is the appropriate choice, 
but in your situation, I see no 
problem in n a m i n g  your significant 
other.

situation, 1 see no prob- 
lem in naming your sig­
nificant other. In fact, I 
think it will m a k e  it easi­
er in handling your es­
tate. After all, other than 
the charity, she is your 
sole beneficiary; it is 
natural that she should 
be in charge of the es­
tate.

With regard to the 
personal representative 
and the beneficiary, I 
would r e c o m m e n d  that 
you also n a m e  alterna­
tives. After all, if your 
significant other prede­
ceases you or is unable to 
be your personal repre­
sentative, you should 
have alternatives in 
place.

I a m  not a fan of n a m ­
ing a bank or lawyer as 
the personal representa­
tive of an estate. I be­
lieve the best personal

representative is the 
person you trust the most 
to follow your wishes. 
That person m a y  not 
have the legal expertise 
to handle an estate, but 
they can always hire an 
attorney —  one they can 
fire if they are not 
pleased with the services 
provided. In m a n y  situa­
tions, if you have a pro­
fessional personal repre­
sentative, the fees go 
through the roof. In addi­
tion, there is no problem 
naming co-personal rep­
resentatives in certain

situations.
With regard to giving 

to charity, I like the idea 
of a set dollar amount. It 
would m a k e  adminis­
tering the estate as'easy 
as possible. O n e  of the 
problems that you run 
into with estates is h o w  
you value things. Stocks, 
bonds and other financial 
assets are relatively easy 
to value, because there is 
a ready market for them. 
Collectibles, artwork and 
other such items can be 
difficult and expensive to 
value. In the situation at

hand, I think it is m u c h  
easier to leave the char­
ity a set dollar amount.
O f  course, as your fi­
nancial situation 
changes, you can always 
m a k e  a short a m e n d m e n t  
to increase or decrease 
the amount you wish to 
leave to charity.

About leaving m o n e y  
to a charity, it pays to 
n a m e  an alternative. Just 
like businesses c o m e  and 
go, the s a m e  can be said 
about charities. You m a y  
want to n a m e  an alterna­
tive charity, just in case.

G o o d  luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His website is 
www.bloomasset 
management.com. If you 
would like him to respond to 
questions, email 
rick@bloomasset 
management.com.

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

If you or someone you k n o w  can’t 
hear well, callus. W e  can help.

W e  are n o w  part of 
the U - M  Premier Care 
Network.

Most other insurance 
coverages accepted.

• Hearing aids a n d  sen/ice (all brands, sizes a n d  styles)
• Five years free adjustments of t h e  e q u i p m e n t
• Competitive pricing
For a free online hearing test an d  a free guide to hearing 
aids, visit: mosaaudiology.com
(800) 851-6672

M.O.S A. Hearing Aid Centers
& Audiology Services
a division of Michigan Otolaryngology Surgery Associates

ANN ARBOR (800)851-6672 | (734)434-3200 tWCOVBt

BRIGHTON (800) 851-6672 | (810) 534-2200
CANTON (800) 851-6672 VISA
CHELSEA (800)851-6672 | (734)385-5100 C T r i c a nI
SALINE (800)851-6672 | (734)316-7622

\lBujddyk
R E S T A U R A N T

P I Z Z E R I A

BOOK YOUR PARTY TODAY!
Carry-Out Pasta, Salad, 
Sl Veggie Party Trays 
Half - Baked Pizzas 

All-You-Can-Eat Dine-ln 
Party Packages

THHo fie

DETROIT’S ORIGINALGLUTEN-FREE
SQUARE PIZZA

D E T R O I T S  O R I G  INAL S QUARE

♦Detroit 313-892-9001 ♦Warren 586-574-9200
♦Farmington Hills 248-855-4600 ♦Auburn Hills 248-276-9040
♦Pointe Plaza 313-884-7400 ♦Bloomfield 248-645-0300

♦Livonia 734-261-3550 
♦Dearborn 313-562-5900 
♦Royal Oak 248-549-8000

♦Shelby Township 45841 Hayes Rd. (corner of Lakeside Blvd.) 586-566-1233 
♦NOVI 44225 W. 12 Mile Rd. @  Fountain Walk 248-675-0881

J o i n  o u r  E m a i l  C l u b  a t  w w w . b u d d y s p l z z a . c o m  l f *Sfcj

$3,00 OFF $2.00 OFF $1.00 OFF 10% OFF
8 Square Pizza Family Sized Salad 4 Square Pizza P v e ^ aTrayor
On. coupon p«r person, per On. coupon per penon. per visit per On. coupon per pencn. per m * .  per One coupon p.r person, per v.Vt p.r j

fable. Not valid with any other d.scount table. Not valid *:th any other discount table. Not val>d with any other discount tab!. Not o ld with any other discount 
or coupon. E«p. 11/30/16 O&E or coupon. E«p. 11/30-16 OSE or coupon. E*p 11/30,16 04E or coupon. E.p 11/30/16 OiE (

L E N N O X )

—  RECEIVE UP TO —

§ 1 , 6 0 0  IN REBATES
WITH 9.99% FINANCING*

with the purchase of a qualifying L e n n o x ®  h o m e  comfort system.

---- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ^ --------------------

UP TO 60 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING*1
$69.00 Fall Preventive Maintenance Special- 

Limited Time 0nly!+

Dave Lennox
P R E M I E R

LENNOX)

Crain Heating and Cooling
734-469-5180

33632 Five Mile Rd, Livonia, Ml 48154 
"Our Family to Yours Since 1954"

w  ST. J O E ’S
MEDICAL GROUP

B r e a s t  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

Awareness Day

October 19, 2016

Breast Reconstruction Awareness Day inspires women to know 
life beyond breast cancer can be fulfilling. Breast reconstruction 
options help close the loop on breast cancer.

“Breast reconstruction isn't only about 
improving oppeorance. It's about healing 

o woman from the inside out 
healing their mind os well os their body"

DeLorean Q. Griffin, MD,
Plastic a n d  Reconstructive S u r g e o n
14555 L e v a n  R o a d ,  Suite 311 
Livonia, Ml 4 8 1 5 4  • 734-655-2692

>**« !c« *2/5*SLtOC

stmarymercy.org/plastic-surgery

BeRemarkable.



C a n t o n ’s  V o i c e .  Y o u r  C h o i c e
F o r m e r  C a n t o n  T o w n s h i p  T r u s t e e :  D r .  S y e d  T a j

“I will be the 
Leader Canton  
needs to bring 
n e w  jobs a n d  
innovation to our 
C  ommunity.

SYED

F O R  C A N T O N
T o w n s h i p  Supervisor

f m W f i  
'i.

-V

As a m e m b e r  of the Canton Township Board of Trustees 
Dr. Syed Taj has served with pride and integrity.

• Dr. T a j  h a s  w o r k e d  a c r o s s  t h e  aisle w i t h  his R e p u b l i c a n  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  p r e s e r v e  
C a n t o n  a s  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  to w o r k ,  live a n d  raise a  family.

• Dr. T a j  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  for b e t t e r  r o a d s  in C a n t o n .  A s  o u r  
T o w n s h i p  S u p e r v i s o r  h e  will m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  t o  finally 
i m p r o v e  t h e  1-275 c o r r i d o r  a n d  F o r d  R o a d .

• Dr. T a j  s e r v e s  o n  T h e  S e n i o r  A l l i a n c e  B o a r d .  A s  a  m e m b e r  h e  is a b l e  t o  u s e  h i s  
e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  p h y s i c i a n  to s p e a k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  seniors.

• Dr. T a j  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  for t h e  C a n t o n  C o m m u n i t y  F o u n d a t i o n  
(2009-2015), w o r k i n g  to g i v e  b a c k  to o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

• D r .  T a j  s p o n s o r s  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m  f o r  o n e  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e ,  e a c h  year, 
f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  C a n t o n  a r e a  h i g h  schools.

D r .  Taj: A  P r o v e n  L e a d e r  f o r  C a n t o n

»  I m p r o v i n g  C a n t o n ’s c r u m b l i n g  r o a d s

»  K e e p i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  w a t e r  a n d  s e w a g e  l o w

»  E n s u r i n g  C a n t o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  s a f e  p l a c e  t o  
live, w o r k ,  a n d  e n g a g e

A t t r a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  j o b s  t o  C a n t o n

B e i n g  a  g o o d  s t e w a r d  o f  T o w n s h i p  r e s o u r c e s

M a i n t a i n i n g  t o p - n o t c h  L e i s u r e  S e r v i c e s  a n d  
P a r k s

C r e a t i n g  a n  i n c l u s i v e  C a n t o n  w h e r e  e v e r y b o d y  
c a n  s u c c e e d  a n d  m o v e  f o r w a r d  t o g e t h e r

»  T r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

1244 Milbrook Rd., Canton, MI 48188 
www.TajforCanton.com ■ (313) 605-2346

A  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
T o  L e a d  U s

Dr. S y e d  T a j  s e r v e d  a s  C h i e f  o f  M e d i c i n e  f o r  O a k w o o d  
H o s p i t a l .  R a t e d  o n e  o f  M i c h i g a n ’s  “ T o p  T e n  B e s t  
H o s p i t a l s ”
Dr. S y e d  T a j  h a s  a  l o n g  r e c o r d  o f  w o r k i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  
aisle. F r o m  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 2  h e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  o n l y  D e m o c r a t  
o n  t h e  C a n t o n  T o w n s h i p  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  Dr. T a j  
h a d  a  p r o f o u n d  r e s p e c t  a n d  a n  excellent w o r k i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  his R e p u b l i c a n  c o l leagues. H e  will 
b r i n g  t h a t  b i - p a r t i s a n  spirit w i t h  h i m  w h e n  h e  t a k e s  
o v e r  a s  S u p e r v i s o r  o f  C a n t o n .
Dr. S y e d  T a j  is a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r ,  p h y s i c i a n ,  w h o  
h a s  s p e n t  his c a r e e r  in t h e  p r i v a t e  sector.

VOTE! Nov. 8th or Absentee Now!
PAID FOR BY SYED TAJ FOR CANTON • 1244 MlUxOOkRd. Canton, Ml 48188
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O B S E R V E R  &  E C C E N T R I C  M E D I A  
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M SPORTS T I M  SMITH, EDITOR

T S M I T H @ H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M
734-469-4128

PREP FOOTBALLCanton
Brad Emons

h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

I b m  Holzer Field suffered carpet 
burn Friday night, courtesy of Canton’s 
vaunted running attack.

The Chiefs, w h o  have perfected the 
wing-T over the years, didn't attempt a 
pass and didn't need to as they wore a 
hole in NorthviUe’s artificial turf with a 
total of 448 yards rushing in a 42-27 win.

It was Canton’s first Kensington Con­
ference championship since 2010, some­
thing Canton coach T i m  Baechler would 
savor.

“W e  haven’t w o n  a league champi­
onship in a while, so that’s big," he said. ‘T 
like winning that and m y  son (Lou) is on 
the team and he had a hell of a g a m e  
today, both sides of the ball. That’s what 
really makes it sweet. H e  played great.”

T h e  Chiefs, w h o  have w o n  seven 
straight after losing their first two games

run game corrals Mustangs
of the season, built a 28-6 lead in the third 
quarter before Northville (7-2) m a d e  a 
valiant comeback, pulling to within 35-27 
on a 16-yard touchdown pass from quar­
terback Jack Burke to Stephen Ernst 
with 10:53 left in the game.

The Mustangs’ TYenton Guthrie then 
pounced on a pooch kick that Canton 
fumbled on the ensuing play at the 
Chiefs’ 27. But Northville couldn’t con­
vert on the turnover as Jake M o o d y ’s 
50-yard field-goal attempt sailed wide 
right.

“W e  had the m o m e n t u m  going, had 
them on their heels and w e  felt really 
good about the situation w e  were in,” 
Northville coach Matt Ladach said. “U n ­
fortunately, w e  sputtered there.”

Canton then put the g a m e  away with 
one of its patented time-consuming 
drives, going 80 yards in 10 plays as sen-

See CANTON, Page B2
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Canton's Reid 
M c D o n n e l l  is 
tackled by 
Northville's 
R y a n  Nelson 
(left) a n d  Luke 
Skillman.

PREP SPOTLIGHT D1 S O C C E R  DISTRICTS

Miri a m a n  
a m o n g  boys
After missing year due to injury, 

Canton senior comes back 
stronger than ever

Mick McCabe
Detroit Free Press

If you wonder w h y  M o h a m a d  Miri 
is a m a r k e d  man, go to a Canton soc­
cer game.

Y o u  w o n ’t be able to take your eyes 
off him.

Miri, a senior, is Canton’s striker, 
but that is a misnomer. H e  is Canton’s 
leading scorer and he does play in the 
front row, but there are times he also 
is part point guard, staying back and 
directing teammates’ m o v e s  as they 
close in on the opposing goal.

H e  points to a spot, and you w o n ­
der w h y  he wants a guy there, but 
seconds later Miri gets the ball and 
sends a perfect pass to a teammate in 
the spot where he directed h i m  and a 
shot on goal is taken.

T h e n  there is the fact that at 6 feet 
and 182 pounds, Miri looks like s o m e ­
one w h o  would be a linebacker in the 
other brand of football.

“His presence, his size at a high 
school game, a lot of people can be 
intimidated by it,” Livonia Franklin 
coach M i k e  Bona said. “Most of all it’s 
physicality and his ability to draw 
defense even if he’s not part of the 
play. H e ’s good in open space. I think, 
from knowing him from club soccer 
as well, he strikes the ball unbeliev­
ably well.”

Entering Thursday’s district semi­
final, Miri had 24 goals for the Chiefs. 
But Canton fell 3-2 to Salem, ending 
his quest to m a k e  up for what hap­
pened to him in 2015.

A  year ago, Canton w a s  preparing 
to defend the state title it w o n  w h e n  
Miri was one of only two sophomores 
on the club. But before he had the

See MIRI, Page B2
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Demonstrating complete concentration 
during the recent K L A A  championship g a m e  
against G r a n d  Blanc is C a n t o n  senior 
M o h a m a d  Miri.

O V E R T I M E  S H O C K E R

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Salem's Christian Freitag (left) wat c h e s  the ball T h u r s d a y  while Canton's A i d a n  Hurley defends. Freitag w a s  the hero for the Rocks with all 
three goals.

S a l e m ’s  F r e i t a g  s c o r e s  t h r e e  s t r a i g h t  l a t e  t o  o u s t  t o p - r a n k e d  C a n t o n  f r o m  t o u r n e y

Tim Smith
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

Canton’s uber-talented varsity boys 
soccer team looked poised Thursday to 
take another step on what w a s  hoped to 
be a long postseason run.

But Salem —  seemingly d o w n  and 
out in the Division 1 semifinal, losing 
2-0 with nine minutes left in regulation 
—  scored twice to force overtime and 
then w o n  3-2 on junior midfielder 
Christian Freitag’s third goal of the 
rainy, m u d d y  evening.

“W e  played quick, w e  played fast,” 
Freitag said. “Jason (Warras) plays it 
in, I hit it, it’s as simple as that. But it’s 
the whole t e a m ’s work.

“It feels amazing, it’s a w e s o m e  for 
everyone. I think everyone’s loving it.”

Salem (11-6-3) was scheduled to play 
for the district championship Saturday 
afternoon at Plymouth-Canton Educa­
tional Park against Dearborn Heights 
Crestwood (7-1 winner against W a y n e  
Memorial earlier Thursday).

“A  sloppy g a m e  like this, smart 
teams win,” Rocks head coach Kyle 
Karns said, recalling his pregame 
message to the team. “A n d  the team 
that wants to play a little harder at the 
end and s h o w  their heart and battle all 
the w a y  to the finish is going to be

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Salem's Jamie Crosby (right) a n d  Jason W arras 
look to maintain possession of the ball, while 
Canton's M a t t  Rockafellow closes in.

victorious.
“Before the game, I told them to be 

conservative in the back. You don’t want 
a random skip to get b y  you and cost 
you. I felt like w e  did that. But to battle 
back from two d o w n  and continue to 
fight all the w a y  to the end, that was

great.”
O n  the board

T h e  Chiefs, a top-ranked team with 
championship aspirations, needed only 
five minutes to start the g a m e  with a 
goal. Scoring w a s  Alex Spratte and 
things were going according to the C a n ­
ton script.

Canton then went up 2-0 with 36:25 
left in the second half, seemingly put­
ting a stranglehold on the game, w h e n  
Jordan Forney laced a 15-yard shot from 
the right side of the box that got past 
Salem senior goalkeeper A n d r e w  Kozan.

Unfortunately for the Chiefs, the 
third goal never came.

Kozan stopped a penalty kick with 
about 34 minutes remaining. Then, with 
about 13 minutes to play, Canton senior 
co-captain Matt Rockafellow’s direct 
kick w a s  acrobatically tipped over the 
crossbar by the keeper.

“I thought it was going to go in, but 
then he m a d e  a great save,” Rockafellow 
said. "I wish it would have gone in.

“They got their m o m e n t u m .  T h e y  got 
going and w e  couldn’t stop them.”

Karns said the entire g a m e  shifted 
“at that point. T h e y  had just gotten their 
second. If they get that third, things

See SALEM, Page B2
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GIRLS G O L F

M e m b e r s  of 
Ladywood's 
golf t e a m  
pose with 
their
Division 4 
runner-up 
trophy.

Ed Wright
hometownlife.com

Consistency w a s  everything 
this past weekend for Livonia 
Ladywood’s girls golf team, 
which finished second at the 
Division 4 state meet at Forest 
Akers West in East Lansing.

T h e  Blazers carded identical 
five-player rounds of 351 both 
Friday and Saturday to finish 
runner-up to M a c o m b  Lutheran 
North, which c a m e  in at 666.

Kalamazoo Hackett was 
third at 715.

Blazing the fairways for 
Ladywood were top 10 finishers 
Gabrielle Scopone, whose back- 
to-back rounds of 83 put her in 
ninth place a m o n g  individuals;

and lOth-place standout Lydia 
Cranmer, w h o  carded 18-hole 
rounds of 86 and 81.

Also scoring for Ladywood 
were Jordyn Rioux (85-87), 
Evelyn Krueger (97-100) and 
Natalie Malkowski (137-142).
Division 1 results

Livonia Stevenson overcame 
a shaky first day to finish ninth 
overall in the Division 1 state 
meet at Forest Akers East in 
East Lansing.

Each of the five Spartans 
shot at least 10 strokes above 
their 18-hole average Friday, 
before rebounding Saturday to 
finish at 339.

“I think it m a y  have been 
first-time jitters,” Stevenson

head coach Curtis H a y  said, 
referring to the Spartans’ first- 
day performance. “T h e  girls 
did not want to finish their 
season on a bad note and they 
all improved significantly on 
the second day ... w h e n  w e  were 
the most improved team. I a m  
very proud of them and all they

accomplished this season.”
Stevenson senior co-captain 

Kristen Szabelski closed her 
high school career with a solid 
score of 170 (86-84). Junior 
A n n a  Vento carded a round of 
80 Saturday after opening with 
91.

Also scoring for the Spar­

tans were Madi Maurier (91- 
89), M e g a n  Gronau (95-86) and 
Rachel Crachiola (105-92).

Rochester w o n  the champi­
onship with a score of 618,21 
shots lower than runner-up 
Novi.

TVaverse City West’s Anika 
D y  was the medalist, shooting 
rounds of 72 and 71.

Three Livonia golfers qual­
ified for the state meet as indi­
viduals. Franklin’s Sofia Cueva 
shot rounds of 89 and 88, while 
teammate Sophia Wygonik shot 
95 and 87.

Churchill’s lone representa­
tive, Paige Peterson, fired 
rounds of 107 and 98.
ewright@hometownlife.com

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Stepping a r o u n d  Salem's Jake W y m e r  o n  the m u d d y  pitch is Canton's Alex Spratte (right). H e  scored the Chiefs' 
first goal.

SALEM
Continued f r o m  P a g e  B1

could be entirely different. But 
that P K  save and the tip over 
the bar were just incredible.”
Missed chances

Lamenting missed opportu­
nities to pad the lead was Can­
ton head coach M a r k  Zemanski.

“W e  had opportunities to put 
that third one in and w e  didn’t 
get it done,” Zemanski said. 
“T h e y  got a fluky goal, it 
bounced off their player and 
went in.

“All the m o m e n t u m  changed 
and they took advantage of it. 
Y o u  got to give them all the 
credit.”

Zemanski w a s  talking about 
Frietag’s first goal, with 9:04 
left. Freitag booted the ball 
from inside the box that Canton 
goalkeeper David McGrath 
blocked, but the ball hit a body 
and caromed right past 
McGrath.

Freitag then forced over­

time w h e n  he fought for posi­
tion in front of M c G r a t h  and 
headed in a feed from Josh 
Stevens.

“I s a w  Josh taking a cross 
and I k n e w  he was going to play 
m e  in,” Freitag said. “I hit it on 
and I k n e w  I was going to get on 
the end of the ball. I w a s  fo­
cused and finished it.”

With the slow, m u d d y  field, 
both teams were unable to go to 
the speed g a m e  —  undoubtedly 
costing Canton attackers such 
as M o h a m a d  Miri, w h o  w a s n ’t 
able to use his speed and size as 
m u c h  as possible.
Clutch c o m b o

Yet the Rocks m a n a g e d  to 
connect on a rush that led to the 
winning goal with about 2:30 
left in the first of two 10-minute 
overtime sessions.

Warras raced d o w n  the right 
side of the field and served a 
crisp pass to Freitag, cruising 
right in on McGrath.

The lanky Salem player, 
whose body and uniform were 
caked in mud, fired the ball off 
the crossbar and in for his third 
of the g a m e  and ninth of the

season.
“W e  played well on Tues­

day (a 5-0 win over Livonia 
Churchill); w e  combined real­
ly well up top,” Karns said. “I 
felt w e  had a lot of m o m e n t u m  
coming from that game. It 
was probably one of the better 
g a m e s  w e ’ve played all sea­
son.

“So to carry that over into 
tonight’s game, w e  k n e w  it 
was going to be a big game, a 
big stage. To carry that over, 
that’s important.”

Canton (16-3-2) had a cou­
ple of potential scoring at­
tempts in the final minutes, 
including one by Miri where 
he pivoted and ripped a hard 
shot that missed the far post.

M o m e n t s  later, he sat de­
jectedly on the Canton bench. 
Dashed were his dreams of 
capping his senior season with 
a state title.

Meanwhile, the Rocks 
m o b b e d  each other. They 
didn’t care about the rain or 
mud.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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ior Julian Thornton scored on 
a 1-yard T D  with only 3:20 left.

The Chiefs were able to 
spread the wealth with their 
running attack, led by Markus 
Sanders (21 carries for 217 
yards), Reid McDonnell (24 
carries, 141 yards) and Thorn­
ton (16 carries, 97 yards).

“W e  like to share the ball,” 
said McDonnell, a 5-foot-ll, 
180-pound senior. “All of our 
backs are really good. The 
linemen just open up all the 
holes. They m a k e  it easy for us 
and anybody can run the ball.”

Northville, meanwhile, did 
just the opposite of the Chiefs 
offensively as Burke complet­
ed 21-of-33 passes for 355 
yards, with over half the c o m ­
pletions going to speedy junior 
wide receiver A.J. Abbott, w h o  
had 11 catches for 238 yards.

But the Mustangs mustered 
only 28 total yards on the 
ground.

Baechler’s objective 
against the quick-strike M u s ­
tangs was control the ball and 
the clock.

"Keeping their offense off 
the field as m u c h  as possible 
and trying to score as slowly 
as possible, but score without 
turning it over,” he said.

Canton took the opening 
kickoff, going 80 yards in 14 
plays and eating 6:48 of the 
clock, resulting in a 1-yard T D  
run by McDonnell.

Northville c a m e  back on a 
25-yard field goal by Moody, 
but the Chiefs scored again, 
going 80 yards on eight plays 
as McDonnell scored on a 
3-yard run, fighting his w a y  
into the end zone with 8:23 left 
in the first half to m a k e  it 14-3.

M o o d y  c a m e  back with a 
32-yard field goal with 4:30 
remaining in the half to cut the 
deficit to 14-6.

But Canton m a d e  it three 
T D s  on three possessions as 
Steven Walker’s 44-yard kick­
off return, after it was spotted 
back by a 15-yard penalty, put 
the ball on the Canton 44. Nine 
plays later, Thornton ran in 
from 2 yards out to m a k e  it 
21-6 with only 16 seconds left 
until intermission following 
B e n  Hibaro’s extra point.

After Northville went

three-and-out on its first pos­
session of the third quarter, 
Canton drove 74 yards in 12 
plays, capped by a Sanders 
9-yard T D  run with 4:36 left.

Burke, w h o  was 9-of-ll pass­
ing for 63 yards in the first half, 
then got red-hot in the third 
quarter, completing 9-of-14 for 
217 yards while throwing T D  
passes of 81 and 19 yards to 
Abbott in the quarter to cut the 
deficit to 28-20. (Another 83- 
yard scoring pass to Abbott had 
been called back because of a 
personal foul penalty.)

“You get up by three (touch­
downs) on these guys and (La- 
dach) brings out his tackle box 
... big-time fishing trip,” Bae- 
chler said. “I mean, different 
formations, different stuff that 
w e  hadn’t seen and you’re at 
their mercy. That quarterback 
(Burke) and (Abbott) were ex­
cellent. They just kept chipping 
back and w e  m a d e  a couple of 
mistakes with the fumbles and 
gave them m o m e n t u m .  A n d  
luckily our defense stopped 
them and our offense an­
swered."

After Northville unsuccess­
fully tried to recover its second 
onside kick (recovered by Lou 
Baechler) at the Northville 34, 
Sanders took the next hand-off 
and raced 34 yards to m a k e  it 
35-20 with 1:25 to go in the third.

“It was the O-line’s tough­
ness, their blocking, everybody 
was mentally ready and w e  try' 
and go every day in practice and 
be tough, run it d o w n  their 
throats all day,” Thornton said. 
“W e  tried to stay calm, c o m ­
posed. Coach Baechler preaches 
about it all the time and the 
offense just got to run our stuff 
just as w e  always do.”

Northville simply could not 
stop Canton’s run game.

“They are really good at what 
they do and they’re well- 
coached,” Ladach said of the 
Chiefs. "And their kids give 
great effort. Their kids play 
hard. Their kids do a very nice 
job of faking on every single 
play and they take advantage of 
little mistakes by our defense, 
b y  everybody’s defense, for that 
matter. It’s just tough.”

But despite the loss, North­
ville showed no quit.

“Our kids have been tough all 
year and they don’t k n o w  what it 
means to give up," Ladach said. 
"I’m  so proud of their effort 
tonight."

J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O
C a n t o n  senior standout M o h a m a d  Miri is a  constant threat to score. During 
this g a m e  earlier this season, P l y m o u t h  goalkeeper J.D. V i s n a w  dives to 
t hwart Miri.

MIRI
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opportunity to play a minute of 
his junior year, Miri’s season 
was finished while playing in a 
pickup g a m e  at High Velocity 
on April 11, 2015.

“I did a step over,” he said. 
“I planted m y  foot and m y  
knee blew out, just like that. It 
w a s  a freak accident.”

A s  he fell, Miri k n e w  s o m e ­
thing w a s  seriously wrong.

“I think it w a s  the most 
painful thing,” he said. “I 
heard something pop as I was 
falling to the floor. I couldn’t 
walk. A s  I was falling to the 
ground, I said I was hurt s o m e ­
thing big, because I’ve never 
gotten injured like this in m y  
life. Never.”

A  family doctor checked the 
knee and said everything was 
fine. T h e  next time Miri 
played, he wore a brace on the 
knee, but w h e n  he shifted his 
weight his knee buckled and 
he k n e w  it w a s  serious.

Surgery to repair a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament was 
performed M a y  4 —  and Miri’s 
junior season w a s  gone.

T h e  surgery crippled him 
physically and mentally. H e  
attended all of Canton’s games, 
but he was in a terrible place, 
unable to play. H e  about lost 
his m i n d  w h e n  he was forced 
to sit through Canton’s 2-0 loss 
to Rochester A d a m s  in last 
year’s Division 1 state champi­
onship game.

It was so painful because 
Miri r e m e m b e r e d  what it was 
like to play and help his team 
win the state title the year

before.
“That year w a s  so good,” he 

said. “Every single g a m e  was 
just intense. I w a s  a sub at that 
moment, so w h e n  I got on the 
field it was really exciting. It 
was the best year I ever had in 
soccer. B y  far the most c o m ­
petitive year, the most fun 
year, the most enjoyable year.”

Miri w a s  a key contributor 
on the field on that team, but 
off the field as well. You 
couldn’t possibly miss him 
before the g a m e s  began.

“Even though he was a 
sophomore, he w a s  the one in 
the middle of the huddle trying 
to get everyone motivated,” 
coach M a r k  Zemanski said. 
“That was very unusual. I had 
a lot of good senior players, 
and they deferred to h i m  to 
motivate them.”

O n  most teams, sophomores 
are seen, but not heard. They 
usually are the ones on the 
outside of the huddle, not the 
guy in the middle getting ev­
eryone else geeked.

“I’ve always been that ener­
getic kid w h o ’s trying to like 
help m y  team out to help them 
win the game,” Miri said. "I’ve 
always been that hype m a n  for 
all m y  teams. I’m  kind of the 
guy that gets m y  team hyped 
up before the game.”

The road to recovery was 
long and difficult for Miri. H e  
began working out with the 
Canton team late last season, 
hoping to be able to play in the 
state tournament, but he 
w a s n ’t healthy enough to get 
on the field. T h e  muscle atro­
phy he suffered w a s  difficult 
to rebuild, which led to intense

rehab sessions.
“It took m e  about nine 

months to get the muscle 
back,” he said. “Even w h e n  I 
c a m e  back, it took m e  awhile 
to get back into it. E v e n  in 
November, I still w a s n ’t any­
where near the player I a m  
now.”

It took Miri until late in the 
spring season with the Michi­
gan Jags to begin to feel like 
himself again.

“I w a s n ’t scoring any goals,
I w a s  just getting back into the 
rhythm of the game,” Miri 
said. “Around M a y  or early 
June, I really started to get hot 
again, like h o w  I usually play. I 
started to get the focus back; I 
started to get m y  athleticism 
back, m y  speed back. That’s 
w h e n  I really started to m a k e  
a difference.”

Over the course of the s u m ­
mer, Miri competed at various 
college camps, hoping to catch 
the eye of Division I coaches 
w h o  hadn’t seen h i m  play since 
his sophomore season.

Miri also led captains’ prac­
tices through the s u m m e r  and 
regained his touch on the ball, 
which m a k e s  him lethal 
around the net.

“H e  has a very good w a y  of 
moving off the ball to get in 
position to receive the ball,” 
Zemanski said. “Once he’s 
facing the goal, he’s a very 
dangerous player.”

Another reason for Miri’s 
success this fall has been the 
addition of Alex Spratte, w h o  
played academy soccer last 
fall. Spratte and Miri began 
playing together for the Jags 
w h e n  they were sophomores, 
and the two have a certain 
chemistry working for them.

i

“Every time I look up, he’s 
always making the run and I 
follow through with the ball,” 
Spratte said. “H e ’s big and 
strong. H e ’s good at taking 
people on and getting the ball 
across for m e  to head it in, or 
if I give him a good ball, he’ll 
put it away. H e ’s got a good 
shot, too.”

That good shot results in a 
lot of goals, but there is m u c h  
m o r e  to Miri’s scoring than his 
powerful kick. Miri knows h o w  . 
to think the g a m e  before he ' 1
plays it.

“I think that’s soccer IQ —  
h o w  smart you are in the 
game,” he said. “You have to 
m o v e  off the ball. I k n o w  h o w  
to get open. If there is a de­
fender on you, you have to 
k n o w  h o w  to escape him to get 
open. It takes that right m o ­
ment. Once you get in that 
right moment, you’ll score that 
goal.”

Scoring is what Miri does 
best, but he is still able to d o m ­
inate a g a m e  even w h e n  he is 
marked by an opponent.

"That’s the m o m e n t  where 
you have to give the ball to 
others because they’re wide 
open,” he said. “If everybody’s 
coming m y  way, I play as a 
decoy and I give the ball to 
other people.”

Goals often are scarce in 
key tournament games, but 
that just makes the g a m e  more 
appealing to Miri.

“You don’t have to keep 
scoring like in basketball,” he 
said. “You could have a hor­
rible game, but as long as you 
find that one piece of magic 
and get that one goal, that’s all 
that matters and that’s the 
g a m e  right there.”

s v
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Rockets roar back to edge Salem,
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

T h e  first half of Salem’s 
senior night couldn’t have gone 
any better, even though it was 
junior running back A n d r e w  
Davis leading the charge —  
gaining 158 yards and scoring 
three times as the Rocks built a 
27-14 halftime lead against 
Westland John Glenn.

But the Rocks let the chance 
to finish with a winning record 
slip a w a y  in the second half, 
with costly turnovers and 
clutch plays by Rockets senior 
R o q  Williams resulting in John 
Glenn’s 40-34 victory.

Salem ended up with a 4-5 
record following the Kensing­
ton Conference football cross­
over; John Glenn finished with 
a 2-7 mark.

" W e  can’t give points away,” 
a dejected Salem head coach 
Kurt Britnell said. "Offensive­
ly, w e  gave them two touch­
downs because of hobbling the 
hand-off. It’s a tough one.”

Williams w a s  the difference- 
m a k e r  w h e n  the crazy fourth 
quarter finally ended. H e  
caught a 10-yard T D  pass from 
quarterback B o b b y  Powell 
with 27 seconds to go, putting 
the Rockets up, 40-34.

That tie-breaker c a m e  just 
two plays after Salem senior 
quarterback M a s o n  Phillips 
connected with senior tight end 
Trevor N o w a s k e  on a 44-yard 
T D  toss with 50 seconds re­
maining in the fourth.

Salem still needed an extra 
point to tie the g a m e  at 34-34, 
but Britnell sent his offense 
out to try to win the g a m e  on a 
two-point conversion. But a 
false start pushed the ball back

J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O
Motoring d o w n  the left sideline en route to o n e  of his three first-half t o u c h d o w n s  Friday night is S a l e m  junior 
A n d r e w  Davis (right). In pursuit is W e s t l a n d  J o h n  Glenn's D u s h o n  Faison.

5 yards and Salem settled for 
an extra point by Michael 
Kappe.

John Glenn’s subsequent 
offensive snap w a s  a 53-yard 
run through the left side of the 
Salem line by junior Matt Nutt. 
That set up the touchdown pass 
to Williams.

The Rocks got the ball back 
again, with 26 seconds left. A  
ball intended for Davis (who 
rushed for just over 200 yards) 
landed in Williams’ hands,

however.
"It’s a great feeling, to k n o w  

that you worked hard,” Wil­
liams said. "Even though things 
aren’t going (well), to push 
through in the end and not give 
up, that’s an amazing feeling.”

Rockets head coach Steve 
Waller said he had a quick 
message to deliver at halftime.

"I said our motto, it’s on the 
back of our jerseys, ‘N G U , ’ it 
stands for never give up,” Wal­
ler said. “These kids could

have quit weeks ago or earlier 
this w e e k  or at the half. They 
never will.

"They learned a big life 
lesson tonight, to never, ever 
give up on what your plans 
are.”

It didn’t take long for the 
night’s crazy tone to be set.

Just 52 seconds into the 
contest, Powell stripped the 
football out of the arms of 
Salem senior running back 
VerShawn Patrick around the

40-34
Rocks’ 25-yard line and ran it 
into the end zone.

A  58-yard dash around the 
left edge by Davis put the 
Rocks up 7-6 just a half-minute 
later.

After a 7-yard T D  pass from 
Powell to Williams (plus a two- 
point conversion) tied the g a m e  
at 14-14 early in the second, 
Davis scored on a 24-yard run 
for his third score of the half.

A n  electrifying touchdown 
run by Phillips with 1:58 left in 
the second quarter opened up a 
13-point lead for Salem. The 
quarterback broke through the 
line of scrimmage, did a c o m ­
plete spin to dodge a defender 
and scampered in for a 28-yard 
touchdown.

"Mason played his tail off, 
all the guys did,” Britnell said. 
"But a disappointing w a y  to 
end it.”

T h e  g a m e  went from poten­
tial blowout to full-fledged 
nail-biter w h e n  the Rockets 
scored twice within the first 
seven minutes of the third.

Powell’s 44-yard T D  run was 
followed by a 33-yard fumble 
return by Hunter Cichocki to 
m a k e  it 27-27.
S T E V E N S O N  53, P L Y M O U T H  49: Darius 

Timmons rushed 28 times for 206 yards and scored 
five touchdowns Friday night four on the ground.
But host Livonia Stevenson w o n  the Kensington 
Conference crossover g a m e  on a 3-yard T D  run by 
quarterback Chris Tanderys with just 1:16 remaining. 
The Tanderys score capped a 19-point fourth quarter 
for Stevenson (5-4).
Plymouth lost and ended the season 3-6, despite 

outgaining the Spartans, 581-437.
The Plymouth attack also featured a solid passing 

g a m e  by quarterback Zach Beadle, w h o  completed 
9-of-14 passes for 239 yards and three touchdov/ns 
(to Timmons, Alan Farmer and Chase Timko, w h o  had 
102 yards receiving). But Beadle also w a s  intercepted 
twice.
Tanderys also had a  banner night throwing the 

ball. He completed 25-of- 36 passes for 384 yards 
and four IDs.

S A L E M  V O L L E Y B A L LMiddleton embraces n e w  
methods of coaching

BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
A l w a y s  positive with her players is S a l e m  volleyball coach Rebecca 
Middleton, w h o  played for the C a n t o n  Chiefs during high school.

B O Y S  S O C C E R

RCA scores early, 
often in district victory

Communication, meshing 
personalities just as important 

as spikes and aces
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Rebecca Middleton knows 
what m a k e s  volleyball players 
tick —  and also that no two 
players are the s a m e  physically 
or mentally.

Salem’s third-year varsity 
head coach was a standout high 
school player at Canton w h o  
went on to play at the collegiate 
level.

Middleton is a student of the 
g a m e  and is using modern 
coaching techniques and as­
sessments in order to get the 
most out of her team.

" W e  talk a lot about our non- 
negotiables as a team —  hard 
work, energy and c o m m u n i c a ­
tion,” Middleton said following 
a g a m e  this season. " W e  k n o w  
w h e n  w e  have those three 
things w e ’re winning sets and 
w e ’re doing really well and w e  
have a good vibe on the court.

"But w h e n  w e ’re not talking, 
w h e n  w e ’re not working hard, 
w h e n  w e ’re not having energy, 
it’s really hard to win matches. 
That’s one thing I hold the team 
to, those non-negotiables.”

Whether at tournaments or 
during the Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association sched­
ule, the Rocks have been a 
w o r k  in progress.

Thanks to the two-way rap­
port between coach and play­
ers, Salem is taking s o m e  posi­
tive steps.

After a long winless streak 
to open the season, Tuesday’s 
3-0 victory over Westland John 
Glenn in a K L A A  crossover 
lifted Salem’s overall record to 
3-9 and 2-8 in the K L A A  Central 
Division.

K e y  performers against the 
Rockets were senior outside 
hitter Kendall Gillen (14 kills, 
seven digs), senior setter R a ­
chel Watson (six aces, seven 
digs, 29 assists), junior outside 
hitter S a m  Klozik (eight kills, 
six digs), junior outside hitter 
Jenna Taylor (four aces, six 
digs) and freshman setter Lau­
ren Ross (five digs, four as­
sists).
Teaching, learning

Middleton is able to zero in 
on areas of a player’s g a m e  that 
might need fine-tuning. She 
also isn’t afraid to m a k e  sug­
gestions that might eventually 
lead to points and wins.

O n e  of her top players, Gil­
len, needed to get stronger and 
sharper after coming back 
from an illness in early Sep­
tember. Middleton upped her

coaching game, too.
“W e  do a lot of a r m  swing 

work on a box, just getting that 
repetition and muscle m e m o r y  
down,” Middleton said. "So 
instead of just going up and 
swinging blindly, really having 
a purpose for every ball.”

Gillen didn’t need long to 
fully return to form and sever­
al others have benefited from 
Middleton’s hands-on ap­
proach.

“Definitely with a couple 
players, w e ’re working m o r e  
on being able to have that 
smart shot and k n o w  where you 
want to hit it before you hit it 
instead of just hitting it ran­
domly,” Middleton said. " A n d  I 
think toward the end of the 
season, once w e  get that m u s ­
cle m e m o r y  down, it’s going to 
be m a k e  a huge difference, 
especially for our r a w  players.”

Just as important is c o m m u ­
nication on and off the court. 
Middleton has a firm grasp of 
that aspect, just from her o w n  
playing career let alone the 
past few years as a coach.

"One of the things that 
helped m e  from m y  playing 
experience and is translating 
into coaching is recognizing 
what it takes to win and what it 
takes to be successful and kind 
of sharing that knowledge with 
the players,” Middleton said. "I 
would say this is a particular 
team that needs that energy.”

Test time
To help her in that quest 

was the D I S C  Personality 
Test, which measures which 
traits an individual tends to 
favor. Players were emailed 
the link and needed to c o m ­
plete the test.

Those aspects included 
dominance (defined as strong- 
willed, forceful), influence 
(talkative, lively), steadiness 
(accommodating, soft-heart­
ed) and conscientiousness 
(private, analytical).

" W e  do the D I S C  personal­
ity profile, just different c o m ­
munication styles and k n o w ­
ing h o w  to talk to certain 
players on the court,” Middle- 
ton said. "For example, I’m  a 
‘C,’ so I’m  very cautious and 
precise. I like to explain 
things in a very ‘do this’ ( m a n ­
ner), very specific.

"But there’s other players 
that need, ‘Oh, you’re doing so 
great, you got this.’”

Recent improvement in 
matches shows that Middle­
ton’s group is getting it.

" W e  kind of communicated 
about things that motivate 
them, scare them, encourage 
them,” Middleton said. ‘T v e  
really taken that (test results) 
and really tried m y  best to 
coach each as an individual 
personality as well as the 
whole team chemistry.”

Ed Wright
hometownlife.com

O n  a cold, windy gray 
Friday afternoon, all was 
"bright” with the world for 
the Plymouth Christian A c a d ­
e m y  boys soccer team.

After setting the purple- 
tinted tone in the Division 4 
district final with a first- 
minute goal, the Eagles 
carved out an emphatic 6-0 
victory over visiting Luther­
an Westland.

N o w  9-7-1, P C A  will ad­
vance to the regional round of 
the state tournament W e d n e s ­
day at Grosse Pointe Univer­
sity Liggett against M o n r o e  
Catholic Central.

T h e  Warriors finished a 
splendid season with just two 
losses on their ledger.

P C A ’s second consecutive 
district title took a high level 
of resilience, head coach Kris 
W a r n e m u e n d e  noted.

" W e ’ve had to battle 
through several injuries to 
starting seniors,” W a r n e ­
m u e n d e  said. "Thankfully, 
w e ’ve gotten a few of them 
back the past couple of 
games, but w e ’re still playing 
without one of our center 
backs.

"The thing I was most 
pleased with today w a s  the 
w a y  our outside defenders 
played. I thought W a d e  Allen, 
Elijah Grit and Jack C r a w ­
ford did an outstanding job, 
as did our keeper, Jeremy 
Collins. H e ’s very quick, he 
keeps the back line organized 
and he’s smart back there.”

Playing into the teeth of a 
bone-chilling wind didn’t faze 
the Eagles during the first 
half as they pounded in back- 
to-back goals in the opening 
two minutes before adding 
another one-third of the w a y  
through the first half.

Senior forward Ethan 
Willis accounted for the first 
two goals as he capitalized on 
slick passes from Austin 
Andres and Grit.

"Scoring as quickly as w e

did w a s  huge, because it gave 
us a nice confidence boost,” 
W a r n e m u e n d e  said. “Although 
w e  didn’t play Lutheran West- 
land during the regular season, 
w e  k n e w  they were a very 
good team with an outstanding 
record.”

P C A ’s third goal c a m e  from 
senior midfielder Brian 
Schlientz, w h o  also serves as 
the Eagles’ primary set-piece 
launcher.

"Brian has a great service,” 
W a r n e m u e n d e  said. " W e  
scored on one corner and c a m e  
close on a few others.”

Leading 3-0, the Eagles 
showed no signs of a letdown 
in the second half as senior 
defender Benjamin Fuller 
rocked a sizzling left-footed 
strike that sailed just above 
the crossbar in the g a m e ’s 
42nd minute.

Despite the loss, Warriors 
goalkeeper R y a n  W e b b  was 
dazzling at times, especially in 
the 47th minute, w h e n  he de­
nied Andres’ torpedo-like shot 
from close range, and with 
four minutes left, w h e n  he 
went horizontal to deflect a 
Schlientz shot out of h a r m ’s 
way.

T h e  Eagles finally solved 
W e b b  m i d w a y  through the 
second half, w h e n  a bending 
corner kick from Schlientz 
landed on the forehead of A n ­
dres, w h o  knocked it just in­
side the right post to m a k e  it 
4-0.

T w o  minutes later, Andres 
continued his torrid offensive 
display by tucking a one-timer 
in between a diving W e b b  and 
the right post.

Senior defender Matthew 
C u s u m a n o  c a m e  within inches 
of making it 6-0 with 10:40 left, 
but his fast-ascending shot 
struck the crossbar before 
bounding out of play.

T h e  hosts’ exclamation- 
m a r k  goal c a m e  at the 5:42 
mark, w h e n  Allen rifled a low 
shot that W e b b  slowed d o w n  a 
little, but not enough.
ewright@hometownlife.com

wm E D  W R I G H T
Lutheran 
W e s t l a n d ’s 
Jacob K u h n  
(foreground) 
battles for 
possession 
with Plymouth 
Christian's 
Austin A ndres 
during Friday 
afternoon's 
district title 
g a m e .



PREP F O O T B A L L

T h e  digital blitz: Sideline technology on the rise

J O H N  K E M S K I
M e m b e r s  of the P l y m o u t h  football coaching staff s h o w  players replays of 
plays that just unfolded during a g a m e  against Livonia Franklin.

Ed Wright
hometownlife.com

Following the s a m e  path to 
extinction as leather helmets 
and the wishbone offense, the 
one-time irreplaceable football 
coaching tool k n o w n  as the 
chalkboard (and its loyal ac­
complice, the chalk) is facing a 
bleak future.

After all, what high school 
coach in his right mind would 
choose to scribble X ’s and O ’s 
on a dull-green erasable sur­
face w h e n  he has a state-of-the- 
art iPad or a 50-inch high-defi­
nition television set at his dis­
posal?

A  technological revolution is 
playing out on sidelines around 
the gridiron globe and, while it 
probably would m a k e  Knute 
Rockne and Vince Lombardi 
cringe at first sight, the tech 
b o o m  is creating stunning n e w  
ways to m a k e  in-game adjust­
ments, scout upcoming oppo­
nents and simply teach players 
h o w  to play better and safer.

With the innovative soft­
ware c o m p a n y  H U D L  serving 
as the w e d g e  buster, football 
coaches can literally show their 
players what they did wrong or 
right a few minutes ago on 
wired-in computer devices.

“Drawing up X ’s and O ’s on a 
chalkboard or whiteboard was 
O K ,  but the problem is, they 
don’t move,” Livonia Franklin 
head coach Chris Kelbert said. 
"With the technology available 
today, w e  can show them i m ­
ages that move, so it’s obvi­
ously m u c h  m o r e  effective.”

A n d  it’s not just in-game 
situations that have been posi­
tively impacted by the evolving 
technology.

" W h e n  I started out coach­
ing freshman football about 20

years ago, a coach would have a 
big camera on his shoulder and 
w e ’d use the old V H S  tapes,” 
Livonia Stevenson head coach 
R a n d y  Micallef said. "As far as 
scouting an opponent, the var­
sity head coach would give m e  
a $5 bill and a camera on Friday 
nights and send m e  out to Chel­
sea or M o n r o e  or someplace.

“Now, with H U D L ,  it’s so 
m u c h  easier because w e  can 
access our opponents’ g a m e  
tapes online, the day after the 
game. It frees up m o r e  time for 
coaches to actually coach.”
The game-changer

H U D L  was founded in 2006 
by David Graff, Brian Kaiser 
and John Wirtz, three friends 
w h o  originally m e t  while stu­
dents at the University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln.

T h e  c o m p a n y  soon trans­
formed from a modest start-up 
in the country’s heartland to a 
worldwide must-have for 
coaches of all sports.

H U D L  offers tools to edit 
and share video, study related 
play diagrams and create high­
light videos —  chalkboards not 
included.

W h a t  m a k e s  the software so 
attractive î  that it’s available 
online, so coaches and players 
can access their highlights 
everywhere they carry their 
cellphones —  in other words, 
everywhere.

“Before H U D L  c a m e  along, 
our coaching staff used to meet 
on Saturday mornings and w e ’d 
have to burn the g a m e  film 10 
times so that each coach would 
have a copy,” Kelbert said. “It 
was very, very time-consuming 
—  and as far as the players 
seeing the tapes, they were at 
the m e r c y  of w h e n  w e ’d have 
them ready. Now, they can

watch t h e m  at h o m e  on their 
phones.

“W e  film our practices, too, 
so the players can see what 
they’re doing and the coaches 
can better evaluate the players. 
This technology is one of the 
best things to happen for high 
school football, because it gives 
us m o r e  time to actually work 
on technique.”

During Saturday’s g a m e  at 
Plymouth, a Franklin assistant 
coach a r m e d  with an iPad was 
perched atop a 15-foot-high 
tripod just beyond the north 
end zone at the Plymouth-Can- 
ton Educational Park varsity 
stadium.

The Patriots also had a 
coach videotaping the g a m e

from the press box, so that they 
had two distinct angles of ev­
ery play.

Once a group of players left 
the field, coaches could i m m e ­
diately critique them in living 
color on their iPads.
Cost concerns

With increased technology 
comes increased costs, which 
isn’t a huge issue for most pro­
grams that pay for the annual 
H U D L  subscription and the 
various devices out of their 
general fundraising budget.

However, schools that are 
located in less-than-affluent 
communities can be h a m ­
strung, to s o m e  extent, w h e n  it 
comes to squeezing the high-

tech offerings into their foot­
ball budget.

“I thought it w a s  neat w h e n  
the M H S A A  approved the use 
of this technology a couple 
years ago,” Bedford Union 
head football coach Miles To- 
masaitis said. “But what it did, 
in a way, is create a situation of 
haves and have nots. Obviously, 
it’s easier for football teams in 
m o r e  affluent communities to 
fund raise than it is for teams 
in districts like Bedford Union.

“Although w e  m a y  not have 
the level of technology on our 
sidelines during g a m e s  that 
other teams have, w e  do use 
H U D L  for scouting purposes 
and for evaluating our o w n  
team. T h e  advancements that 
have c o m e  along in just the 
past five years have been 
huge.”
It's only just begun

The pace at which the tech­
nology b o o m  is spreading could 
m e a n  that today’s iPads are 
tomorrow’s chalkboards.

“S o m e  college programs are 
already using virtual reality 
software to give their players 
m o r e  mental reps of what 
they’re going to see in the up­
coming games,” Micallef said. 
“It will definitely filter d o w n  to 
the high school game; it’s just a 
matter of cost and accessibil­
ity.”

“I could see a day w h e n  
drones are used for filming, 
too, just to give us a perspec­
tive from above the play,” Kel­
bert added. “A n d  10 years from 
now, w h o  knows n e w  technol­
ogy will be developed?”

It’s enough to m a k e  Vince 
Lombardi shake his head and 
throw d o w n  his clipboard.
ewrightQhometownlife.com

W O M E N ' S  S O C C E R
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Schoolcraft f r e s h m a n  forward Lauren W y n n s  (right) stays a  step a h e a d  of Jackson C o m m u n i t y  College player 
Darbie Jones during W e d n e s d a y ' s  g a m e .  W y n n s  is a Livonia Churchill graduate.

Lady Ocelots enjoy flawless g a m e
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Y O U T H  F O O T B A L L

Big weekend for both 
Steelers and Lions

T h e  first time Schoolcraft 
College’s w o m e n ’s soccer team 
faced Jackson C o m m u n i t y  
College this season, the Lady 
Ocelots played a less than per­
fect g a m e  despite winning 5-2.

O n  Wednesday, Schoolcraft 
played a mistake-free 90 m i n ­
utes en route to a 13-0 shellack­
ing of the visiting Jets.

“W e  played a g a m e  today 
that w e ’ve been looking for the 
whole year,” Schoolcraft head 
coach D a v e  Carver said. “To­
day everything was on display 
that w e ’ve been working on.... 
all of it c a m e  together and 
that’s h o w  you end up doing 
that in a game, w h e n  you get it 
all right.

“W e ’ve played well this year, 
but today w a s  the g a m e  w e ’ve 
been waiting for.”

Schoolcraft improved to 11-2 
overall and 9-0 in the Michigan 
C o m m u n i t y  College Athletic 
Association.

The Lady Ocelots already 
have clinched the conference 
and have earned a spot in the 
N J C A A  Region 12 tournament.

Scoring three of the goals 
w a s  freshman forward and 
Livonia Churchill graduate 
Lauren Wynns, w h o  leads the 
Lady Ocelots with 17 goals. The 
Lady Ocelots also were bol­
stered b y  three goals from 
sophomore forward Katie Vi- 
tella.

“H e r  work rate, her person­
ality, she’s just so confident 
right now,” Carver said. “You 
can tell in the w a y  she plays, 
every time she steps on the 
field you think she’s going to

score or create a goal.”
Trusting each other

W y n n s  said it has been a fun 
season, getting to k n o w  a n e w  
group of teammates while 
christening the n e w  turf field 
at Schoolcraft —  where 
Wednesday’s r o m p  took place.

"They used to have a grass 
field, so it’s nice that w e  got to 
have turf the year I c a m e  
here,” W y n n s  said. “I’m  used to 
playing on turf.”

She added that the Lady 
Ocelots’ remarkable season so 
far —  ranked No. 15 in N J C A A  
Division I —  has a lot to do with 
h o w  well the team has meshed.

“W e ’re all real good players 
individually and w e  w o r k  well 
together,” W y n n s  added.
“(Good team chemistry) makes 
us better because w e  get along 
on and off the field. W e  trust 
each other on the field.”

Whether or not the Lady 
Ocelots can repeat last season’s 
run to the national tournament 
remains to be seen. But Carver 
is confident, especially with 
returning co-captains Colleen 
M c K a y  and Emily Bondy 
(three assists each Wednesday) 
setting the tone for the squad.

“Colleen M c K a y  and Emily 
Bondy, they’re our captains, 
and I think they’re running off 
of the experience they had last 
year w h e n  w e  got to national 
championships and didn’t suc­
ceed w h e n  w e  were there,” 
Carver said. "I think that’s a 
motivator for them and that’s 
driving them and they’re driv­
ing the team. They k n o w  what’s 
at stake.”

A n  influx of first-year play­
ers also has been a big factor.

In addition to Wynns, other 
key contributors have in­
cluded freshman forward 
Jenna Smith (Milford) and 
freshman forward Elliss Jen­
kins of Edinburgh, Scotland 
(who scored two goals 
Wednesday).

“It took a little bit of time 
for (Jenkins) to settle in with 
the culture change,” Carver 
said. “She’s really gotten c o m ­
fortable and her talent is 
starting to shine through.”

Smith, described by the 
coach as a “super lively” cre­
ative spark plug, scored one 
of Schoolcraft’s first-half 
goals against Jackson, help­
ing build an insurmountable 
8-0 halftime lead. She finished 
with two goals, as did fresh­
m a n  forward Sophia Shumylo.

After Schoolcraft closes 
out the regular season with a 
h o m e  contest at 3 p.m. Sunday 
against Lake Michigan, the 
Lady Ocelots will gear up for 
a N J C A A  regional quarterfi­
nal against M u s k e g o n  (noon 
Oct. 29 at Schoolcraft).

H o w  far d o w n  the tourney 
road can the 2016 team trav­
el?

“I think it’s got a enough 
talent to get us to a national 
championship,” Carver said. 
“It would be silly for us not to 
think that based on the season 
w e ’re having. W e  have to be 
confident in ourselves.

“If w e  were to get there, I 
think the team chemistry and 
what this team has off the 
field is what can help this 
team on that stage.”

tsmithQhometownlife. com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

T h e  Plymouth-Canton 
Steelers youth football team 
got back into the win column 
Oct. 16 with a 30-7 win over 
the Rochester Redskins Gold 
Squad.

After the defense stopped 
the Redskins on downs at 
their o w n  22 yard line, the 
offense took over and 
marched 78 yards in 14 plays, 
as Brady Blakita went un­
touched into the end zone 
from 3 yards out to m a k e  the 
score 6-0. T h e  offense con­
tinued to roll w h e n  Barrett 
Barker connected with Bae- 
chler Houser on a pass play 
d o w n  the right s e a m  for a 
43-yard touchdown pass. 
Houser w a s  aided by a down- 
field block by Zach Badger. A  
Charlie T a m s  2-point kick 
m a d e  the score 14-0 headed 
into the half.

T h e  Redskins got on the 
board on their initial pos­
session of the second half 
after a Steeler turnover on 
downs with a long catch and 
run touchdown pass but the 
Steelers needed three plays 
to respond with Barker again 
hooking up with Houser for a 
59-yard T D  pass.

Closing out the win w a s  a 
34-yard scoring run by H o u s ­
er, helped again by blocking 
from Cavanaugh Diton, M i ­
chael Beydoun, Charlie 
Thms, TYevor Moulton, A d a m  
Nicholas, R y a n  Fisher and 
Zach Badger. T h e  defense 
w a s  led b y  Braydeit Willis, 
A n d o n  Locke, Brendan M a t h ­
ews, Jack Weiss and Thte 
Marco. T h e  Steelers close the 
regular season Oct. 29 at 
h o m e  against the Pontiac 
Panthers at 2:00 at the PARC.
Canton Lions

JV: Both offense and de­
fense put points up for the 
Canton Lions junior varsity, 
blanking Belleville 51-0, i m ­
proving the J V  record to 5-1.

T h e  Lions defense stunned 
with seven interceptions by 
Gavin Bobby, Dylan Fleming, 
Dominic Johnson, Avery Sat- 
terlee and Derik Watson. A d d ­
ing two pick sixes were JaMar- 
cus Barnes and Luke Rayborn.

Six m o r e  Lions reached the 
end zone on offense: Johnson, 
Satterlee, Watson, Lake M c I n ­
tosh, Carson S a m p s o n  and 
Josiah West.

Special teams were in on 
the scoring as well, with N a ­
than Jones, Michael Kuzara 
and Luke Landon each running 
in extra points.

Freshmen: T h e  freshmen 
Lions’ undefeated season con­
tinues with their 38-0 win over 
the Tigers. T h e  first half saw 
two touchdowns by Kristopher 
Easley, including a 24-yard 
pass from Oronde Patterson, 
and one T D  each from Devin 
Kaigler, Caleb Williams and 
Bralen Willis. Julian Nichols 
ran in an extra point. In the 
second half, Nathan Broglan 
scored once m o r e  for the 
pride, with the extra point 
from Kaigler.

T h e  tough Lions defense 
held the Tigers scoreless. C o n ­
tributing with tackles were 
Easley, Hassan Fawaz, Jaylen 
Harrison, Diego Hernandez- 
Ramirez, Jeremiah Ingram, 
Christopher Medoro, Aaron 
Pryce, Jackson Studenka, Wil­
liams and Alex Witt. Easley 
also had an interception.

Jr. Freshmen: It w a s  a de­
fensive battle on both sides of 
the field in the junior fresh­
m e n  game. T h e  Lions fought 
their w a y  through the line and 
found the end zone six times.

Brandon Willis completed 
two passes, for 9 and 12 yards. 
A y d e n  Balog, Brenden Napier, 
Xavier Marks, Finn Stubin, 
Jack W u o r e n m a  and D r e w  
Young all contributed to the 
running g a m e  with notable 
carries for gains.

C anton Lions f r e s h m e n  player Julian Nichols breaks a tackle, with help 
f r o m  Brendan S e e d  (left) a n d  A a r o n  Pryce.



GIRLS S W I M M I N G

Canton finishes another perfect season in division
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Senior night was one to re­
m e m b e r  for Canton’s varsity 
girls s w i m m i n g  and diving 
team thanks to a big victory 
Thursday over visiting West- 
land John Glenn.

Canton capped off an un­
defeated dual meet season in 
the Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association South Division 
—  the eighth consecutive time 
that has happened.

“This w a s  the seniors’ final

dual meet of their high school 
careers,” veteran Chiefs head 
coach E d  W e b e r  said. “It was 
nice for them to have this expe­
rience at their h o m e  pool. To 
honor the evening, w e  had two 
400 freestyle relays consisted 
of just seniors.

"That was a fun experience 
for the girls, one that they will 
r e m e m b e r  in the future.”

T h e  Chiefs had plenty of 
winning performances, helping 
them ride a w a v e  of m o m e n t u m  
into the K L A A  South Division 
championship meet Oct. 29 at

Westland John Glenn.
Capturing the 200 medley 

relay were Katelyn Waligora, 
M e g h a n  Mans, Jenna Leppek 
and Ruthie Seitz. M a n s  also 
w o n  the 50 free.

Canton’s lineup featured 
stellar depth, with the Chiefs 
finishing first and second or 
first, second and third in m a n y  
events.

In 1-meter diving, Annika 
Wang, Rachel Socha and Alaina 
Smith finished as the top three. 
Finishing first and second in 
the 100 free were Leppek and

Caitlyn Marsac.
Thllying personal bests in 

the 100 butterfly were first- 
place finisher Jessica Clark as 
well as teammates Kaylie Seif­
ert and A b b e y  Jansen (the next 
two).

Individual wins were col­
lected by Jessica Clark (100 
backstroke) and Sophia Balow 
(200 free).

“I’m  proud of our seniors 
that helped m a k e  this season 
exciting for everyone,” W e b e r  
said. “T h e y  are a great group of 
girls.”

W e b e r  said another high­
light of the evening was the 
participation of three divers in 
the 200 freestyle relay.

“Annika Wang, Alaina Smith, 
Rachel Socha ( s w a m  the 200 
free relay), anchored by veter-. 
an s w i m m e r  M e g h a n  Mans,” h e  , 
said. “The smiles on the divers’ 
faces was contagious. It was 
fun to see the team rally behind 
the divers as they challenged 
themselves to wearing goggles •' 
and a s w i m  cap.”

i
tsmith@hometownlife.com

RECRE A T I O N A L  G O L F N T D P  H O C K E Y

X  Golf Novi provides 
innovative approach to g a m e

B R A D  E M O N S
Jason Perras (left) a n d  Scott Minke, 2 0 0 0  Novi High grads, are partners in 
the n e w  X  Golf Novi franchise.

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

E v e n  with winter approach­
ing, X  Golf Novi doesn’t want 
you to put your clubs away.

T h e  n e w  4,000-square-foot 
indoor virtual golf and enter­
tainment venue enables golf­
ers to continue to w o r k  on their 
game, along with an opportuni­
ty to play s o m e  of the world’s 
greatest courses without leav­
ing town.

Want to try Pebble Beach, 
Bethpage Black, Harbour 
T o w n  or B a y  Hill?

N o  problem, because X  Golf 
Novi, the only current fran­
chise in Michigan and just the 
second in the U.S., can put you 
at m o r e  than 90 famous 
courses throughout the nation, 
along with the chance to play 
internationally.

“It’s been about six months 
for us looking at golf simulator 
technology and w e  c a m e  
across X  Golf and just fell in 
love with it,” said Scott Minke, 
w h o  with fellow 2000 Novi 
High grads Jason Perras and 
Brendan Hadley partnered to 
b u y  the first franchise in M i c h ­
igan. “F r o m  everything I saw, 
it w a s  just light years ahead of 
everything else out there, from 
the automatic ball return to the 
automatic tee, the shot accu­
racy, where w e ’re at 98 per­
cent.”

X  Golf started in Korea and 
quickly expanded to Japan and 
Australia before coming to the 
U.S. where 10-12 franchises are 
expected to launch within the 
next few months.

Featuring five state-of-the- 
art simulators, X  Golf Novi is 
located at 44325 W. 12 Mile 
Road, Suite H179, at the Twelve 
Mile Crossing at Fountain 
Walk. T h e  facility also includes 
a bar (with limited food), bath­
rooms, office and storage 
areas.

“W e ’ve been familiar with 
the Novi area and have a lot of 
love for the Novi area,” Minke 
said. “Obviously with Fountain 
Walk, there’s a ton of entertain­
ment, dining... just a good area 
for this type of business.”

T h e  automatic tee and ball 
return are a m o n g  s o m e  of the 
unique features that separates 
X  Golf apart from other indoor 
simulators.

“Not only does the ball tee 
up for you with adjustable tee 
heights, but it also returns 
through a sloped floor,” said 
R y a n  D ’Arcy, director of busi­
ness development for X  Golf. 
“O n e  of the nice things with 
the adjustable tee heights, w e  
k n o w  where the ball is at all 
times, so w e  take out the vari- 

-  able.”

N e w  technology
Golfers will also be able to 

get accurate readings as well 
with their short games.

“With a lot of golf simulator 
technology, chipping and put­
ting is not accurate at all,” 
Minke said. “A  lot of them 
have sensors on the the screen, 
so the ball essentially has to hit 
the screen to register. So w h e n  
you’re putting a three-foot 
putt, it doesn’t read or you’ve 
got to crush the ball to go fly­
ing past the hole. O r  w h e n  you 
chipping, whether you’re hit­
ting out of the sand or a club 
with a lot of loft, and it goes 
straight up not hitting the 
screen, it’s not going register. 
W e  have multiple lasers in 
every simulator. It’s very accu­
rate w h e n  it comes to chipping 
and putting, m o r e  than any 
other simulator.”

Minke said X  Golf Novi will 
be open seven days per week. 
Hours will be 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
M o n d a y  through Thursday; 9 
a.m. to midnight Friday and 
Saturday; and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday.

"The plan is to have league 
nights, two or three nights a 
week,” he said. " T w o  teams of 
three on each simulator, 30 
people a night on the five sim­
ulators. T h e  leagues go 12 
weeks, with first 10 weeks 
being the regular season and 
couple of playoff to determine 
an X  Golf champion.

“O n  Friday and Saturday 
nights, w e ’ll have m o r e  of an 
open event night. W e ’ll have a 
couple of simulators dedicated

to long drive, long putt, clos­
est to the pin, different con­
tests like that to bring play­
ers through so they can eat 
and drink, hang out as op­
posed to a league atmos­
phere.”
Hourly rates

Off-peak hours during the 
week, M o n d a y  through 
Thursday, will be $25 per 
hour per person.

Minke said peak rates will 
be $35 per person, per hour 
on weekends, with a m a x  of 
$55 per bay.

X  Golf Novi also plans to 
offer daytime lunch specials.

“Y o u  can golf three holes 
or hit a bucket of balls and 
get a bite to eat, then head 
back to work,” Minke said.

Golf lessons will also be 
available through Bealert and 
Wardo, both experienced 
P G A  pros.

“F r o m  a lesson and tech­
nology standpoint or training 
standpoint, it’s light years 
ahead of everything else,” 
M i n k e  said. “With the X  Golf 
technology, you’re able to 
determine swing speed, ball 
spin, club angle ... everything 
you need to k n o w  that will 
help you improve your game. 
T h e  simulators used for les­
sons have multiple cameras 
on each simulator. T h e  P G A  
pros will be able to take that 
video, m a r k  it up and s h o w  it 
back to you in terms of what 
you need to k n o w  to improve 
your swing.”
bemons@hometownlife.com

GIRLS C R O S S  C O U N T R Y

Northvilie makes it seven straight titles
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

To nobody’s surprise, North­
vilie secured its seventh con­
secutive K L A A  Kensington 
Conference girls cross country 
championship Thursday on the 
soggy grounds of H u r o n  M e a d ­
o w s  Metropark.

Junior A n a  Barrott and 
senior Cayla Eckenroth fin­
ished first and second in the 
5,000-meter race with times of 
18:18.9 and 18:25.79, respective­
ly, to lead the Mustangs, w h o  
scored 31 points.

Livonia Churchill, placing 
four in the top 10, was runner- 
up with 62 points, with Salem 
(97), Plymouth (136), Livonia 
Franklin (153), Novi (183), C a n ­
ton (197), South Lyon (234), 
South Lyon East (254) and 
W a y n e  Memorial (296) round­
ing out the 11-school field.

Other scorers for the M u s ­

tangs were sophomore Olivia 
Harp, eighth (19:18.1); senior 
E m m a  Smith, ninth (19:21.63); 
and freshman Emily Assema- 
ny, 11th (19:22.25).
Salem recap

T h e  Rocks had a solid s h o w ­
ing led by Hallie Younglas 
(15th, 19:54.3), Shea Wilson 
(16th, 19:55.9) and Gabrielle 
Mancini (21st, 20:02), w h o  all 
collected medals.

Other Salem finishers were 
Bridget Nelson (22nd, 20:03.6), 
Erin M c C a n n  (23rd, 20:07.4), 
Charissa Johnson (29th, 
20:23.6) and Madison Grant 
(35th, 20:37.9).
Plymouth recap

Senior Annie Bonds led the 
Wildcats to their fourth-place 
showing with a time of 19:29 
(12th overall).

Plymouth head coach Alice 
Ahearn w a s  thrilled with h o w

her team competed.
“T h e  girls went into this 

meet knowing they had to 
race hard to prepare their 
muscles for the regional c o m ­
petition at Willow next week,” 
Ahearn said. “E v e n  though 
the course w a s  wet and slop­
py, they c a m e  up big. They 
have worked hard all season, 
so it’s great to see them reap 
the benefits of their efforts.”

In addition to Bonds, other 
solid performances were 
registered b y  freshman twins 
Lily and Izzy Tiplady (18th at 
20:02; 25th at 20:10, respec­
tively). Sophomore Amelia 
Carey’s time of 21:00 earned 
her 40th place, while sopho­
m o r e  A n a  White w a s  41st 
(21:08).

Closing out the Wildcats’ 
pack were junior A r w a  Ha- 
rarwala (45th, 21:12) and 
freshman Laura Bonds (46th, 
21:13).

Lancers score three 
straight to beat U17s
O m a h a  broke a 1-1 tie with 

two goals within a six-minute 
span in the second period 
Friday night and went on to 
earn a 4-1 win over the U.S. 
National T e a m  Development 
Program's Under-17 team.

After the Lancers opened 
the scoring on a power-play 
goal by Emilio Petterson at 
7:46 of the first period at U S A  
H o c k e y  Arena in Plymouth, 
the U17 squad evened things 
up on a goal by Jake Goldow- 
ski with 4:32 remaining in the 
period.

Setting up the equalizer 
were Oliver Wahlstrom and 
Spencer Stastney.

But Omaha's Filip Suchy 
burned T e a m  U S A  for the 
tie-breaking and insurance 
goals to m a k e  it a 3-1 Lancers 
lead with 3:50 to go in the 
second.

O m a h a  added a goal with 
just 10 seconds remaining, 
closing the g a m e  (played 
before about 1,100 fans) on a 
high note for the Lancers.

T h e  U.S. outshot O m a h a  
30-26, but Lancers goaltender 
Peter T h o m e  was excellent in 
earning the victory.

Splitting goaltending d u ­
ties for the h o m e  team were 
R y a n  Ullan and Keegan Kar- 
ki.
M I N N E S O T A  ELI TE  4, U 1 7 s  3: Patrick Giles

(Chevy Chase. Md). Blade Jenkins (Jackson. Mich,) 
and Oliver Wahlstrom (Quincy, Mass.) scored goals •»
for the U.S. National Under-17 Team in its loss to the 
Minnesota Elite League Select Team on Sunday, Oct.
16, at N e w  Hope Ice Arena in Minneapolis.
After almost completing an entire period without a 

goal, the teams traded three goals within two 
minutes of play. The Elite league Select team opened 
the scoring at the 17:13 mark of the first period, but i 
Giles ansv/ered for Team U S A  just 27 seconds later, > - 
w h e n  he pounced on a rebound of a shot by Tyler 
Weiss (Raleigh, N.C.).

The Elite League Select Team added one more in 
the final minute of play to take the 2-1 lead heading . 
into the second period,
Jenkins scored his first goal as a m e m b e r  of the * 

N T D P  at the 1:47 mark ofthe second period to tie the, - 
g a m e  at 2*2. Jenkins took a feed from Minnesota 
native Trevor Janicke (Maple Grove, Minn.) and deked • 
to his backhand and deposited in the open net.
The Elite League Selects added one more in the 

period to take a 4-2 lead into the locker room.
Wahlstrom brought T e a m  U S A  within one goal with s  

less than seven minutes remaining in the third, w h e n  
he knocked in a  rebound in front. Weiss picked up his' 
second assist on the day and Jake Goldowski 
(Thomhurst, Pa.) also added an assist.
The U.S. pulled goaltender Ryan Ullan (Hibbing,

Minn.) with 1:30 remaining in the game, but w as  * 
unable to capitalize with the extra attacker. 1
Ullan finished the g a m e  with 24 saves. His record 

n o w  stands at 1-4-0 on the season.
The U17 team is back in action next weekend w h e n  i 

it return to a USHL schedule with a  h o m e  match-up 
against the O m a h a  Lancers at U S A  Hockey Arena at 7 
p.m. Friday night. Tickets are available at 
USAHockeyArena.com.
T E A M  N O R T H W E S T  4, U 1 7  0: The U.S.

National Under-17 Team fell to Team Northwest of 
the Minnesota Elite League O ct  15 at N e w  Hope Ice 
Arena in Minneapolis.
Despite outshooting the Minnesota Elite League 

leading Team Northwest. 34-24, T e a m  U S A  was 
unable to overcome two goals in both the first and 
second periods.

Team Northwest goaltenders Mike Magnuson and 
Nick Wienceck combined for the 34-save shutout.
M I N N E S O T A  9, U 1 8 s  0: The U.S. National 

Under-18 T e a m  fell to the eighth-ranked University of 
Minnesota Oct. 14 at Mariucci Arena in Minneapolis.
The Golden Gophers scored four goals in both of 

the first two periods and added one more in the third. •
N T D P  alum Ryan lindgren (2014-16) finished plus-4 

for the Gophers. Jack Glover (2012-14) added an 
assist for the evening.

PREP ATHLETICS

Catholic Central Hall of 
Famers savor m o m e n t

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Basketball took center 
stage at Detroit Catholic 
Central H i g h ’s latest A t h ­
letic Hall of F a m e  induc­
tion class during c e r e m o n ­
ies held S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  as 
part of a M a s s  prior to the 
annual B o y s  B o w l  football 
game.

T h e  1976 M H S A A  Class 
A  state championship 
team, coached b y  Bernie 
Holowicki, a n d  the school’s 
all-time leading scorer 
G r e g  W e n d t  (Class of 1981), 
w e r e  recognized along 
with Michael Sullivan 
(1988), Rick Jones (1971), 
Dennis Spalla (1959) and 
the Rev. John Wheeler 
(1957).

That 1976 hoops squad 
posted a school-best 25-3 
record while winning the 
Catholic L e a g u e  title. Its 
state championship run 
included wins over peren­
nial p o werhouses Highland 
Park, Detroit H e n r y  Ford, 
M a g i c  J o h n s o n ’s Lansing 
Everett t e a m  a n d  Saginaw.

A m o n g  the standouts 
w e r e  M i k e  Prince, R o b  
Gonzales, Rick Kaye, D a v e  
Abel, Alan Mitchell, Bill 
Parran a n d  D a n  Fitzgerald.

Prince, w h o  w a s  the 
t e a m ’s leading scorer that 
season with 569 points, 
w e n t  on to play at Western 
K e n t u c k y  University. H e  
died M a y  11 at age 57 of 
kidney cancer.

His wife Suzette and son 
Michael Jr. traveled f r o m  
Dallas to take part in the 
ceremonies. Michael, w h o  
played basketball at Texas 
T e c h  University, last vis­
ited the area w h e n  he w a s  5 
years old.

“It’s unbelievable. M y  
d a d  never talked about 
himself, so hearing all the 
stories is a w e s o m e , ” M i ­
chael Jr. said. “H e  taught 
m e  everything I know. H e  
always pushed m e  hard 
and w a s  just a great fa­
ther.”

A n d  that ’76 squad re­
m a i n s  a favorite for H o l o w ­
icki.

“It w a s  a really a high­
light for m e , ” he said. “T h e y  
w e r e  tough kids. M i k e  
Prince w a s  the catalyst for 
the whole team. H e  w o u l d n ’t 
take a n y  B.S. f r o m  anybody. 
Just a good guy.”

T h e  6-foot-6 W e n d t  spent ; 
t w o  seasons at D u k e  U n i v e r ­
sity under coach M i k e  Krzy- 
zewski before returning 
h o m e  to play his final two 
seasons at the University of 
Detroit. H e  w a s  drafted b y  
the Boston Celtics in 1986.

Sullivan w a s  a m e m b e r  of 
the C C  varsity lacrosse and 
h o c k e y  t e a m s  before going . 
on to play lacrosse at Notre 
D a m e ,  w h e r e  he w a s  a four- 
year starter a n d  captain his 
senior year. D u r i n g  his ca­
reer at N D ,  he broke 10 scor­
ing records.

Jones w a s  a wrestler un- . 
der coach M i k e  Rodriguez, 
helping the S h a m r o c k s  to 
three consecutive Class A  
t e a m  state titles f r o m  1969- 
71. H e  w a s  also a two-time 
individual state c h a m p  at 
165 and 171 pounds before 
going on to O k l a h o m a  State, - 
w h e r e  he helped the C o w ­
boys to four Big Eight t e a m  
titles and three top three 
N C A A  finishes. Jones w a s  a 
four-time Big Eight finalist, 
winning a pair of individual 
titles.

Spalla w a s  the school’s 
W h e l a n  A w a r d  winner in 
1959, as he excelled in b o x ­
ing, football (all-state), bas­
ketball (starting guard), 
track (sprints) a n d  baseball. 
H e  w e n t  on to play baseball 
at the University of Michi­
gan, earning all-Big Ten 
honors as a center fielder 
and helping the Wolverines 
to the 1961 Big T e n  c r o w n  
and 1962 N C A A  national 
championship.

W h e e l e r  w a s  co-founder 
of the C C  ski t e a m  a n d  spent 
16 years as coach.
bemons@hometownlife.com 
bemons@twitter com
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OCTOBER

CONCERT
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 
23
Location: Salem United Church 
of Christ, 33424 Oakland Ave., 
Farmington
Details: The Praise Band and 
Mass Choir from Community 
Church of Christ in Detroit will 
sing and play gospel music for 
the worship service. Salem's 
Sanctuary Choir also will sing 
Contact: 248-474-6880
CONCERT
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
23
Location:Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, 707 E. 
Lafayette, Detroit 
Details: The Orthodox Choir of 
Metropolitan Detroit performs 
hymns and liturgical songs from 
different Orthodox Christian 
traditions
Contact: Olga Liskiwskyi at 
248-252-8184; Olga- 
Iiss0910@gmail.com
CONCERTS
Time/Date: 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 23 
Location:Afternoon s h o w  at 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Plymouth, 701 Church Street, 
Plymouth; evening s h o w  at First 
United Methodist Church, 1589 
W .  Maple, Birmingham 
Details: Detroit Lutheran Sing­
ers show. A n  American Sampler, 
with works by Aaron Copeland, 
Dave Brubeck, a nd more. Tickets 
are $15 general admission, $10 
for seniors and students, 12 and 
over. Buy tickets at the door or 
online
Contact: detroit 
lutheransingers.com
CONCERT SERIES
Time/Date: 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 
30
Location: Rosedale Gardens 
Presbyterian Church, 9601 
Hubbard, Livonia 
Details: A  Christian rock band 
from Nashville, Tenn., kicks off 
the church's Artist Series that 
will include the R G P C  Chancel 
Choir on Dec. 18; .pianist A n ­
d r e w  Lenhart o n  Jan. 14; Eastern 
Michigan University Choir and 
Franklin High School BBC Choir 
on Feb. 10; Detroit Handbell 
Ensemble on March 24; and 
Measure for Measure on April 
23. $25 for the series —  cash, 
check or pushpay.com/pay/ 
rosedalegardens —  or donations 
accepted at the door 
Contact: 734-422-0494; roseda- 
legardens.org
GLUTEN-FREE
HALLOWEEN
Time/Date: Doors open, 4:30 
p.m.; party, 5-7 p.m., Oct. 29 
Location: First Presbyterian 
Church, 26165 Farmington Road, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Sponsored by Tri- 
County Celiac Support Group, 
the event will include trunk or 
treat, games, and gluten-free 
snacks. Families participating in 
trunk or treat should bring 
gluten-free, nut-free candy. Free 
for members; $5 per person for 
non-members 
Contact: tccsg.net
GUEST SPEAKER
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Monday, Oct.
24
Location: O p e n  A r m s  Church, 
33015 Seven Mile, Livonia 
Details: Prophet Dennis Cramer 
speaks
Contact: 248-471-5282
HEARTS AND HANDS 
SUNDAY
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 
30
Location: Salem UCC, 33424 
Oakland Ave., Farmington 
Details: The fifth Sunday of the 
m o n t h  is dedicated to mission 
and outreach projects. The 
project for October is a shoe box 
filled with pancake and muffin 
mixes for Neighborhood House 
community families. A  potluck 
brunch will be held during the 
outreach project 
Contact: 248-474-6880
TRUNK OR TREAT
Time/Date: 2-4 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 23
Location: Mt. H o p e  Congrega­
tional Church, 30330 School­
craft, between Middlebelt and 
Merriman, Livonia 
Details: Costumed kids, accom­
panied by their parents, trick or 
treat in the parking lot at the 
church. Event includes snacks 
and bounce house 
Contact: 734-425-7280
TRUNK OR TREAT
Time/Date: 6-8 p.m., Oct. 29 
Location: Faith Community 
Presbyterian Church, 44400 W.
10 Mile, Novi
Details: Games, treats for the 
kids; prize for best decorated 
trunk
Contact: 248-349-2345; faith- 
community-novi.org
TRUNK OR TREAT
Time/Date: 6-7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 28
Location: Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, 14175 Far­
mington Road, Livonia 
Details: Children, accompanied 
by a parent, grandparent or 
other adult, trick or treat in the 
parking lot at church. Both adult 
and child m a y  dress in costume. 
Bring your o w n  treat collection 
bag
Contact: 734-522-6830; chris- 
toursavior.org

W H Y  BE CATHOLIC
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
25
Location: St. Michael the Arch­
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: Dorian Bellinger, direc­
tor of St. Vincent dePaul's Justice 
Initiative Prison Ministry shares 
his conversion story 
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext. 200; 
livoniastmichael.org
WORKSHOP
Time/Date: 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.Saturday, Oct. 29 
Location: Visitation North 
Spirituality Center, 7227 Lahser, 
Bloomfield Hills 
Details: Sister Marry Ellen 
Sheehan will facilitate "Con­
science, Discernment, and 
Church Teaching." Participants 
will explore the meaning and 
practice of conscience and 
pastoral discernment and dissent 
in relationship to Church teach­
ing. Registration deadline is Oct. 
26. Suggested donation is $25 
Contact: 248-433-0950; 
visitationnorth@ihmsisters.org

N O V E M B E R
CONCERT
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
6
Location: Rosedale Gardens 
Presbyterian Church, 9601 
Hubbard, Livonia 
Details: Livonia Civic Chorus 
performs "Celebrate Freedom" 
concert with musical selections 
honoring veterans and first 
responders. Admission is free. 
Donations of such items as men's 
white socks, gift cards, and 
toasters, will be accepted for 
Vets Returning Home, which 
provides a living environment 
and support services to 250 
homeless veterans. Free will 
offerings also will be accepted 
for The Police Family Survivor's 
Fund a nd the W o u n d e d  Warrior 
Project
Contact: 734-542-9071; info@li- 
voniacivicchorus.org
CONCERT
Time/Date: 8  p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 12
Location: Birmingham Temple, 
28611 12 Mile. Farmington Hills 
Details: Pianists Ralph and 
Albertine Votapek play music by 
Mozart, Gershwin and more. 
Tickets are $28 general admis­
sion and $25 for seniors and 
students. Order tickets from 
Joyce Cheresh at 248-788-9338 
or A n n  Sipher at 248-661-1348 
Contact: vivaceseries.org
DINNER DANCE
Time/Date: 6 p.m. cocktails, 7 
p.m. dinner, 8:30 p.m. dancing, 
Friday, Nov. 4
Location: Italian-American Hall 
of Livonia, 39200 Five Mile, 
Livonia
Details: Irish Pallottine Fathers 
49th Annual Dinner Dance 
tickets are $65 per person. For 
tickets contact the Pallottine 
Mission House at 734-285-2966 
or Sheila Cassidy at 586-242-5013 
Contact: lrishPallotines.org
EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION
Time/Date: 9:15 a.m.-midnight, 
Monday, Nov. 7
Location: St. Michael the Arch­
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: Eucharistic adoration 
for religious freedom, and 
respect for life
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext. 200; 
livoniastmichael.org
VETERAN'S DAY MASS
Time/Date: 9:45 a.m. color 
guard and flag raising, 10 a.m. 
Mass, Sunday, Nov. 6 
Location: St. Michael the Arch­
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: A n  informal reception 
will follow the Mass. It will 
include letters of thanks and 
military tribute m a d e  by St. 
Michael School students 
Contact: livoniastmichael.org; 
734-261-1455, ext. 200

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY 
CONGREGATION BETH 
A H M
Time/Date: 1 p.m. W ednesday 
Location: 5075 W .  Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: "Drop In &  Learn," 
which runs year-round, features 
lectures o n  D V D  o n  Jewish 
history, culture, philosophy, and 
related topics, followed by brief 
informal discussion. N o  charge, 
n o  reservations required 
Contact: Nancy Kaplan at 
248-737-1931; nancyel- 
Ien879@att.net
OUR LADY OF LORETTO
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
M o n d a y
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Redford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000
ST. MICHAEL THE 
ARCHANGEL PARISH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second 
and fourth Thursday, through 
M a y
Location: 11441 Hubbard, just 
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia 
Details: Gary Michuta, author 
and Catholic apologist, leads a 
study of Ezekiel. Bring your o w n  
Bible
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200 
or o n  line at www.livoniast- 
michael.org.

RELIGION CALENDAR
FAITH COMMUNITY 
WESLEYAN
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every 
Saturday
Location: 14560 Merriman, 
Livonia
Details: This informal class 
includes fellowship, discussion 
and question and answers. All 
ages welcome. Bibles available if 
you don't have one 
Contact: pastor T o m  Hazel­
w o o d  at 734-765-5476
ST. INNOCENT 
ORTHODOX CHURCH
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday
Location: 23300 W .  Chicago 
Road, Redford Township 
Details: A n  informal and o n g o ­
ing study of the Orthodox faith 
and life. RSVP to Subdeacon 
Joshua Genig at joshua.ge- 
nig@gmail.com or 630-936-6386 
Contact: facebook.com/stinno- 
cenredford

EXERCISE 
CLARENCEVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
Tuesday a nd Thursday 
Location: 20300 Middlebelt, 
south of Eight Mile, Livonia 
Details: Instructor W e n d y  
Motta, a seven-year Z u m b a  
practitioner, teaches Z u m b a  
through drop-in classes. Each 
costs $3. Participants should 
bring water, a towel and wear 
athletic shoes. For m o r e  in­
formation, email Motta through 
zumba.com 
Contact: 313-408-3364
FOOD
SALVATION ARMY
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: 27500 Shiawassee, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Free meal 
Contact: 248-477-1153. Ext. 12
ST. ANDREW'S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. second 
Saturday of the month 
Location: 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: Food pantry assists 
nutritional needs of the needy 
Contact: 734-421-8451; stan- 
drewsepiscopalchurchlivonia.org

HEALING SERVICE 
THE ANTIOCHIAN 
ORTHODOX BASILICA 
OF SAINT MARY
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4 
p.m. first Tuesday of the month; 
English service, 3-4 p.m. third 
Tuesday of the m o n t h  
Location: 18100 Merriman, 
Livonia
Details: The service includes 
prayers of petition and in­
tercession, hymns, Scripture 
readings and the anointing of 
the sick. Offertory candles are 
available for a free will offering 
in the vestibule of the church. 
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub 
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey 
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com

M O M S
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday. September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool­
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers 
of infants through kindergart- 
ners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at 
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at 
734-658-2463
DUNNING PARK BIBLE 
CHAPEL
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W .  Chicago 
Road, Redford
Details: M O P S  is a place where 
m o m s  can build friendships, 
receive mothering support, 
practical help and spiritual hope. 
Contact: A m y  at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: D u n k  N  Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set­
ting. Pet blessings are available 
after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER
ST. EDITH CHURCH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs­
day
Location: Parish office, 15089 
Newburgh, Livonia 
Details: Group meets for sing­
ing, praying and short teaching. 
Fellowship with snacks follows 
Contact: Parish office at 734- 
464-1223
Contact: 734-464-1223
ST. MICHAEL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday- 
Friday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, 
Canton
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact: 734-459-3333 for 
additional information

RECYCLING 
RISEN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Sat­
urday of the month 
Location: 46250 A n n  Arbor 
Road, between Sheldon and 
Beck roads, Plymouth 
Details: Recycle your cell 
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet 
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads, 
tablets, eReaders on the third 
Saturday of each month. Use the 
doors o n  east side of church. 
Contact: Lynn H a p m a n  at 
734-466-9023

SINGLES 
DETROIT WORLD 
OUTREACH
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W .  Chicago, 
Redford, R o o m  304 
Details: Divorce Overcomers 
group is designed for individuals 
going through divorce, those

w h o  are divorced or separated. 
Contact: The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
STEVE'S FAMILY 
RESTAURANT
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: W i d o w e d  m e n  of all 
ages m a y  attend the W i d o w e d  
Friends Men's breakfast. This is 
an informal "peer" group where 
m e n  have an opportunity to 
meet with others.
Contact: 313-534-0399
SUPPORT
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily
Location: 29667 Wentworth, 
Livonia
Details: Adult day care program 
at the church's W o o d h a v e n

Retirement Community. Funding 
available from TSA, A A A  1-C 
Older Americans Act.
Contact: 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com
CONNECTION CHURCH
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday 
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton 
Details: Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered recovery for all 
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care is available for free 
Contact: Jonathan@Connec- 
tionchurch.info or 248-787-5009 
DETROIT WORLD 
OUTREACH
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W .  Chicago, 
Redford; R o o m  202 
Details: Addiction N o  More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems 
Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244
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B A R T E L S
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JO of Plymouth, passed 
a w a y  on October 20, at 
h o m e  surrounded by family 
after her battle with cancer. 
She w a s  born in Detroit on 
N o v e m b e r  11,1942 to Bessie 
(Clements) and Rancie Lee 
W a s h a m .  J o  is survived by her 
beloved husband of 51 years. 
Frank Bartels, loving sons 
Walter (Christine) Bartels, and 
Matthew (Christine) Bartels, 
six grandchildren, siblings 
M a r y  Smith, a nd Richard 
W a s h a m  and m a n y  nieces and 
nephews. Jo w a s  preceded in 
death by her parents and her 
sisters Barbara Kopeck and 
Betty Foster. There will be a 
Memorial Gathering Sunday, 
October 23, from 4-7 p.m. at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
H o m e ,  280 S. Main, Plymouth, 
48170. T he Memorial Service 
will be Monday, October 24, at 
11 a.m. at the funeral home. 
Family a nd friends m a y  begin 
visiting at 10 a.m. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations 
m a y  be m a d e  in m e m o r y  of 
Jo to Angela Hospice. To 
view full obituary and leave a 
condolence please visit

s c h r a d e r - h o w e l l . c o m

B U R G Y

C L A U D I A  J O A N  Claudia 
Joan Burgy. 67, of Edgewater, 
Florida, passed a w a y  
suddenly September 23, 
2016. S h e  leaves behind 
her loving husband Jeff 
Burgy; loving daughter Jill 
(Michael) Silberman; beloved 
granddaughter Stella Pearl 
Silberman; beloved step­
daughter Heather R e n e e  (Ian) 
Lilly; beloved granddaughter 
Shelby Kathleen Lilly; step-son 
Jeffrey Dale Burgy, mother 
Joanne Hicks; sisters Camille 
(Rod) Pemberton. Holly (John) 
Abess; brothers B o b b y  (Angie) 
and Zack (Dennis) Hicks. S he 
w a s  preceded in death by 
her father, J a m e s  Hicks, and 
sister Chelley (Rob) Jablonski. 
Claudia w a s  a  Vice-President 
and Branch Man a g e r  at 
Standard Federal B a n k  in West 
Bloomfield Ml. a nd retired from 
the bank with twenty three 
years of service. Visiting hours 
will be at Schrader-Howell 
Funeral H o m e  in Plymouth, Ml, 
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
October 29. 2016. In lieu of 
flowers, donations m a y  be 
m a d e  to the Michigan H u m a n e  
Society.

H A B E R W A T T S

C H R I S T A  M. A g e  82, of 
Celebration. Florida formerly 
resided in West Bloomfield. 
Michigan, passed a w a y  
peacefully o n  October 13, 
2016. S h e  w a s  preceded in 
death by her loving husband 
Horst W. Haber. Beloved 
mother of Susan Habersmith, 
Heidi Haber and Robert 
(Valerie) Haber. Adoring 
grandmother of Nick. Sara, 
Jason, Austin, Paige, Hillary, 
R y a n  and Lauren. Dear sister 
of Inge Padgett. A  memorial 
service a nd luncheon will be
held o n  October 28th, 2016.
1 1 :00 a.m. at: Kirk in the 
Hills. 1340 Long Lake Road, 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. In 
lieu of flowers, family suggests 
a  gift b e  m a d e  to Metavivor or 
a  charity of your choice.

N E U H A U S E R

R O B E R T  W A Y N E  Age
82, October 14. 2016. A  
longtime Farmington High 
School chemistry teacher, 
Robert (Bob) w a s  born in 
Decatur, Indiana o n  M a y  
3, 1934, second son of 
Newell Neuhauser and Faye 
Neuhauser Clauser (nee 
Opliger). H e  lived a short 
time in Berne, Indiana and 
graduated from South Side 
High School in Fort Wayne. H e  
earned a Bachelor of Science 
from IU and a Master’s Degree 
in Chemistry at Bowling 
Green University. H e  began 
teaching at Farmington High 
School in 1960 and retired in 
1995. Beloved husband of 
Jacquie. Dear father of Jane 
Neuhauser Herndon (Dan 
Kramer) of Carmel, IN, David 
(Arleta Greer) of Plymouth,
Ml and step father to Chip 
Norton of Westland. Ml.
Dear brother of Myra Ford 
a nd predeceased by brother 
Keith. Beloved grandfather 
to Michael, Matthew, Eric,
Katie a nd Christopher. During 
his teaching career. B o b  w a s  
President of the Farmington 
Education Association 
(FEA), helped to negotiate 
several teacher contracts 
a nd w a s  head of the science 
department. A  m a n  of m a n y  
hobbies, B o b  kept busy with 
traveling, reading sci-fi novels, 
glass blowing, stained glass, 
butterfly collecting, furniture 
making, stamp collecting, 
creating first day covers, 
painting, pottery, orchids, 
plastic molds, soap making, 
candle making, jewelry making, 
needlepoint, crewel, cross- 
stitch. making grandfather 
clocks from kits, and tending 
to his flower gardens.
H e  built his first personal 
computer from scratch 
a nd learned to program in 
the '70’s. H e  w a s  keeping 
records in the classroom and 
grading students long before 
computers were used by 
the school districts. In 1994, 
the Michigan Orchid Society 
selected Robert as “Orchidist 
of the Year'” In 2000, he w a s  
inducted into the F E A  Teacher 
Hall of Fame. A  Memorial 
Service will be held Thursday, 
October 27, 11 a.m. at Ward 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church. 40000 W. 6 Mile Road. 
Northvllle. Luncheon to follow 
at George’s Senate Restaurant. 
39430 D u n  Rovin Dr.,
Northville. In lieu of flowers, 
donations m a y  be m a d e  to the 
Farmington/Farmington Hills 
Education Foundation, w w w .  
ffhedfoundation.org. Please 
share a m e m o r y  at 

w w w . c r o m a t i o n m l c h l g a n . c o m

S U E  A g e  57. October 16, 
2016. Beloved wife of D o n  
for 35 years. Loving mother 
of Kyle Charles Watts (Jenny 
Choate) Dear sister of Linda 
(Craig) Gross, Laura (Jeff) 
Bunker. Lisa (Joe) Walker. Paul 
Donovan, a nd sister-in-law 
J u d y  (Ron) Menig. Survived 
by m a n y  nieces, n e p h e w s  and 
extended family. Memorial 
Visitation 2-8 p.m. Saturday, 
October 29th at Thayer-Rock 
Funeral H o m e ,  33603 Grand 
River Ave., Farmington (1 
blk. W .  of Farmington Rd.).
In lieu of flowers, memorials 
are suggested to the Susan 
G. K o m e n  Breast Cancer 
Foundation or Michigan 
H u m a n e  Society.

w w w . t h a y e r - r o c k . c o m

W H I T I N G

C L A R A  G O R D O N  A g e  
86. a  longtime resident of 
Birmingham. Michigan, died 
peacefully in her sleep on 
October 13, 2 0 1 6  surrounded 
by her family. T he eldest of two 
children. Clara w a s  b o m  on 
February 22, 1930 to Ruth and 
John Gordon in Indianapolis. 
Indiana. S h e  is survived by her 
loving and devoted husband. 
Henry; four children, Gordon. 
Mary (Alex Veguilla), Henry 
(Karen Hagenlocker). and 
Ruth (John Loomis); a nd four 
grandchildren, Alexandra. 
Frances. John Henry, and 
Samantha. A  graduate of 
Kingswood School Cranbrook 
a nd Michigan State University 
(BA in History), Clara w a s  an 
avid reader with an in-depth 
knowledge of a diverse 
range of topics. S h e  is fondly 
rememb e r e d  for her strong 
assertion of her opinions. In 
addition to her passion for 
history. Clara found great joy 
singing in the church choir at 
Kirk in the Hills and regularly 
attended a nd supported the 
Michigan Opera Theatre. Clara 
and her husband traveled 
extensively throughout the 
U.S. and abroad. Opera and 
theater performances as 
well as art exhibitions were 
often the highlights of these 
adventures. Clara enjoyed 
hosting memorable dinner 
parties and festive holiday 
celebrations for treasured 
friends and family. Clara w a s  
a  talented c o o k  w h o  w as 
guided m o r e  by her o w n  
creativity than by a  recipe. 
Similarly, she h ad a  bold 
and colorful style a nd w a s  
recognized for her signature 
accents of bright orange and 
pink. Throughout her life, 
she devoted her time to the 
Junior League jf Birmingham, 
the Kingswood Alumnae 
Association, especially the 
annual Kingswood Giftorama 
fundraiser, and the church. She 
will be dearly missed by family 
and friends. Services were held 
at Kirk in the Hills, Bloomfield 
Hills. Memorial contributions 
m a y  be directed to Kirk in the 
Hills Music Department and 
the Cranbrook Kingswood 
Alumni Association.

V i e w  obituary a n d  s h a r e  
m e m o r i e s  at A J D o s m o n d . c o m .

M a y  peace be 
with you in this 
time of sorrow.

^ ______________ £
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Don’t get discouraged by a job demotion
BY DEBRA AUERBACH
CAREERBUILDER

M o s t  workers set profes­
sional goals that include w o r k ­
ing their w a y  u p  the corporate 
ladder. However, from time to 
time, certain com pany, t e a m  
or individual circumstances 
m a y  require a n  e m p l o y e e  to 
face a demotion.

If this h a p p e n s  to you, your 
initial reaction m a y  be to start 
looking for a n e w  job. But 
before you m a k e  a  m o v e  you 
might regret, get to the bottom 
of w h y  it h a p p e n e d  a n d  deter­
m i n e  if anything can b e  d o n e  
to get back on the right path.

Stay calm and respond 
professionally.

"Hearing y o u  have b e e n  
d e m o t e d  c a n  certainly cause 
a n  emotional reaction, e s p e ­
cially if it c a m e  as a  surprise 
to you,” says Jayne Mattson, 
a senior vice president at 
Keystone Associates, an 
outplacement a n d  leadership- 
development services c o m ­
pany. 'Try to hold onto your 
emotions a n d  take a  d e e p  
breath. There are professional 
w a y s  to respond to the news, 
such as saying, ‘I a m  disap­
pointed to hear this news,' 
or, ‘C a n  I take a m o m e n t  to 
collect m y  thoughts?’”

Step away from the 
situation.

While you w a n t  to remain

i':. - 1 ’
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professional in front of your 
boss, o n c e  you’re a w a y  from 
the office, it might d o  you 
s o m e  g o o d  to vent. “Before 
reacting or m a k i n g  major deci­
sions, like quitting or suing, 
take s o m e  time to calm d o w n

T H I N K S T O C K

a n d  clear your head,” says 
Dele L o w m a n  Smith, founder 
a n d  C E O  of Bold M o v e  C o n ­
sulting. "Get your feelings out: 
cry, scream, vent, whatever 
you n e e d  to do. Take a  day off 
if you can, or take the w e e k ­

e n d  to get s o m e  distance from 
your workplace ”

Ask for feedback.
In order to improve or 

c h a n g e  behaviors, y o u  first 
n e e d  to have a  full under­
standing of w h y  you were 
demoted. Sch edule s o m e  time 
to talk with your boss, a n d  be 
sure to listen a n d  ask specific 
questions during the m e e t ­
ing, says Laura M a c L e o d ,  a 
human-resources expert w h o  
created the F r o m  the Inside 
O u t  Project, which is designed 
to improve com munication 
a m o n g  employees.

“For example, if you are 
told that staff or executives 
d o  not have confidence in 
your abilities, m a k e  sure you 
ask for specifics,” she says. 
" M a k e  it clear y o u ’re not look­
ing for n a m e s  ....Your goal 
is to m a k e  adjustments a n d  
improve. ‘W h a t  is it that I’m  
doing or not doing that d o e s n ’t 
a p p e a r  confident?’ G e t  the 
facts, a n d  then ask for s u g ­
gestions a n d  direction on h o w  
to improve a n d  enhance."

M a c L e o d  also suggests get­
ting a specific description of 
your n e w  position a n d  a n  idea 
about the future. Ask, ‘“With 
m e a s u r e d  improvement, do 
you s e e  m e  progressing to 
other positions?’Y o u ’ll get a 
strong s e n s e  of whe ther the 
c o m p a n y  a n d  your b o s s  are 
interested in working with you 
or not. You will also d e m o n ­

strate your loyalty a n d  willing­
ness to take criticism a n d  act 
o n  it.”

Do a self-assessment.
"If your demotion w a s  as a 

result of performance or c o n ­
duct issues, you m u s t  b e  will­
ing to take a n  honest, dispas­
sionate look at yourself a n d  
a c k n o w l e d g e  w h e r e  you n e e d  
to improve,” Smith says. "If it 
w a s  the result of organization­
al c h a n g e s  or something else 
outside of your direct control, 
you will n e e d  to determine if 
you want to stick around or 
start looking for n e w  e m p l o y ­
ment. Either way, you n e e d  to 
b e  clear about your vision for 
your life a n d  career, what your 
skills a n d  areas of w e a k n e s s  
are, w h a t  is going o n  in the 
job market a n d  your financial 
a n d  lifestyle n e e d s  in order to 
m a k e  the best decision.”

W h e n  you decide, d o  so 
with the right frame of mind.
"If you stay, it will take effort 
a n d  adjustment of attitude, 
but in the long run, it c a n  be 
worth it,” Mattson says. "If you 
leave, that is O K ,  too, but do 
it respectfully a n d  d o n ’t burn 
a n y  bridges along the w a y ”

Debra Auerbach is a writer 
for the Advice & Resources 
section on CareerBuilder.com. 
She researches and writes 
about job-search strategy, career 
management, hiring trends and 
workplace issues.
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SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

A C R O S S 5 0  Lament 100 Suffix for an 3 Warrior's suit 40 Push a w a y 80 W e dding
1 Loch 51 Perp’s e n z y m e with small, 42 Razor choice VIP
monster charge 101 Stadium overlapping 43 Slip up 81 Traveled by
moniker 52 “Later, Jos6" shout plates 44 High-end bus, e g.

7  —  T o m b 55 Am p l e 102 Vatican site 4 S e e  85- hotel chain 82 “That is
10 Party giver’s 57 Trawl, e.g. 1 0 3  Detonate Across 45 Antagonists —  c o m m e n ­

abbr. 58 Typical Tiger 105 African cat 5 —  -bitsy 46 W a y  to go tary"
14 Disk units Beat readers 1 0 9  Meat stamp 6 Audio effect 47 Glenn of the 86 Old toy
19 A n d  m u c h 61 Brewery tank inits.- 7 Ketchup, e.g. Eagles c o m p a n y

m o r e  of the 62 R o u n d 1 1 2  E n d  of the 8  W o r d s  after 48 Laces into 8 8  Defrosts
same: Abbr. hairdo riddle attorney or 5 3  Sculler's tool 9 0  Rises slowly

20 Waters off 63 Riddle, 117 Cal. units heir 54 Bourbon a n d 91 Always, in
Fla. part 4 118 Holy R o m a n 9  Language Wall: Abbr. odes

21 Part of BSA. 66 Toshiba rival emperor of early 56 Fun n y  Sahl 94 N e c k  part
Abbr. 68 Neighbor of k n o w n  as inscriptions 58 Govt.-issued 95 W e s t  African

22 Target for an Arg. “the Great” 10 R a m p a g e d security tree
exterminator 69 U.K. “Inc." 119 Ian w h o 11 L A. hazes 59 Sna k y 96 Osc a r  winner

23 Start of a 70 Riddle. played Bilbo 12 Stylish W a n g sw i m m e r s Guinness
riddle part 5 Baggins 13 Rigidly 60 B a n k  (on) 97 R h e a  relative

25 “M o  neither" 79 -Ca- 1 2 0  Riddle's formal 63 G o d  that’s 98 Monastery
2 6  Hunky-dory Dabra" (1974 answer 14 Bar fight part goat heads
2 7  Address tune) 122 B a n  Ki-moon 15 G a v e  an 64 Conical 9 9  Actress

book no. 83 Stadium heads it. for attention- wo o d w i n d Danner
2 8  Riddle. shout short getting shout 65 T h e  date 104 W a k e  —

part 2 84 Wilhout
31 Polar vehicle help
33 Puts on the 85 With 4-

burner again Down.
34 Fair-haired 

tolks
35 Saintly glow 
38 O n  top of

123 R u n  u p  16 Fallen 6/6/44
—  (drink on suddenly
credit) 17 Clicked-open

1 2 4 'A," in C a e n  greetings 
gear up 125 Submissive 18 Least bold

86 Newbies, so 126 Big mattress 24 “T h e  Skin of
to speak ma k e r  —  Teeth"

87 Die mar k s  1 2 7  Setup on 29 Author
that 89 N u m b e r e d  e H a r m o n y  —  Hubbard

39 Wall St hwy. 1 2 8  Signing need 30 Peters out
insider, 9 0  Like red soil 1 2 9  M a n y  stage 32 P e n n  &
m a y b e  9 2  Ore- —  mutterings Teller, e.g.

41 Brewery (maker of 36 July g e m
oven Zesties!) D O W N  3 7  Bonobo, e.g

42 Riddle, 9 3  Riddle. 1 Colorful 3 9  “L a w  &
part 3  part 6  amphibians Order"

49 Crooner 98 “M a m m a  2  M e r m a n  of actress —  de 
Jones Mia" quartet “Gypsy" la Garza

cold sweat
67 Earthen pot 1 0 5  B  soundalike 

for liquids 106 Macduff.
70 Tax-taking e.g.

org. 107Tunesmith
71 Tot's break Harold
7 2  O n e  given to 108 Pork product

ostentatious 110 Sir Arthur 
display C o n a n  —

73 Golf vehicles 111 Mules' sires
74 Offering- 113 Landlocked

plate share African land
75 Notion. 1 1 4  Tiny

to Fifi amount
76 E y e  creepily 1 1 5  Fanta, e.g.
7 7  — tide 116 G r a n d s o n  of
78 About 5.88 A d a m

trillion mi. 121 College dept.

98 99

103 104

112

118

122

12b

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles"

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
2 8 5

8 6 3
7 9 6

9 5 3 7
1 7 8

5 2 1
4 3 7

8 6 4
5 2 1

Here's H o w  It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9  must fill each row. column and box.
Each number can appear onfy once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!
9 i e z 8 6 i S
S 6 t’ L 9 l Z 8 e
z z 8 6 S £ P l 9
6 9 l P 8 Z £ S z
8 e S 9 Z 6 l z

z z e l S 8 9 6
Z 8 9 s 6 Z £ l

e V Z Z 9 s 6 8
i S 6 8 £ Z 9 Z P
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CHRYSUR IS LETTING KIDS DO THE TALKING IN A N E W  SOCIAL-MEDIA CAMPAIGN FOR PACIFICA MINIVAN

By Dale Buss

] There's nothing 
I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

J W  adorable about 
^ ^ - c ^ " ^ ™ t h e  chi ld r en  

acting as auto
L  ^  sales people in

the n e w  digital 
C h r y s l e r  ads 
for the Pacifica 
minivan, just like 
there's nothing 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  

adorable about J i m  Gaffigah in his 
role as the vehicle's "spokesdad."

But the kids —  a n d  the comic are 
effective. Sort of like a m o d e r n  a n d  
more respectable version of the young 
pickpocket brigands in Oliver Twist, 
the kids operating as salespeople in 
Chrysler's n e w  ads m a n a g e  to filch 
the resistance out of real-life parents 
w h o  agree to look at, inspect, consider 
a n d  even b u y  Pacifica, responding 
positively to very practical arguments 
that just h a p p e n  to be delivered by 
a 12-year-old.

O n e  big reason that the kids seem

so at h o m e  as salespeople in the ads 
is that -  well, they’re experienced at 
“selling" cars. T h e  s a m e  handful of 
three "PaeifiKids" at the core of the 
Pacifica ads were first introduced 
in M a y  in a n  earlier experiential 
event that focused o n  other Chrysler 
products but included the child's 
play for Pacifica.

“T h e y  w e r e  a h u g e  hit," T i m  
Kuniskis, h e a d  of passenger car 
brands for Fiat Chrysler, told me. 
"People w h o  didn't have kids were 
c o m i n g  over to look at the van. It 
just kept growing. So next w e  wanted 
to take t h e m  to places with built-in 
audiences, because w e  w a n t e d  to 
extend their reach."

S o  F C A  t oo k  over Victorville 
M o t o r s  In California for a d a y  to 
film the digital shoot, putting the 
PaeifiKids in charge. T h e  n e w  social 
a n d  digital c a m p a i g n  is o n e  result. 
A n d  while Chrysler continues its 
T V  c a m p a i g n  featuring Gaffigan 
demonstrating features of Pacifica, 
it’s possible F C A  m a y  s oo n  put the

T h e  2 0 1 7  Chrysler Pacifica.

PaeifiKids ads on T V  as well.
Kuniskis talked with m e  

about marketing Pacifica, 
a n d  the Chrysler b ra nd  in 
a changing era:

Q: H o w  have consumers 
responded to Pacifica since 
its launch early this year, with 
a T V  ad campaign featuring 
J i m  Gaffigan, the comic?

T i m  Kuniskis: T h e  launch 
has been going great. We're 
about four months into volume 
retailing, a n d  we've picked 
up 20 points of market share 
in the segment... W e  wanted 
to get right into the features 
and benefits in our marketing 
campaign, a n d  that's what 
Gaffigan allowed us to d o  
—  instead of getting six to 
nine months into the launch 
a n d  then talking about features. H e  
allowed us to d o  that with the idea 
of a “d a d  b ra nd ” —  sho wi n g  that he 
w a s  buying the best vehicle for his 
family, which elevates his d a d  brand.

Q :  A r e  you seeing that, in, fact, 
fathers are having a bigger influence 
in the sales of Pacifica than in the 
market where they used to be aimed 
at soccer m o m s ?

Kuniskis: T he re  really wasn't the 
intent to say "dad versus m o m "  for 
Pacifica. T h e  Gaffigan c am paign has 
just been a great w a y  to s h o w  the 
features a n d  benefits of the vehicle. 
It h a d  nothing to d o  with one gender 
over another, a n d  we're not seeing 
that difference in the demographics 
of buyers. T h e  age is a little lower 
than [with the previous T o w n  &  
C o u n t r y  model] but not a cha ng e

T h e  adorable “PaeifiKids" in the n e w  Chrysler Pacifica digital campaign.
in male versus female.

Q: W h e n  will the hybrid version 
of Pacifica c o m e  out, and what will 
it do for the Pacifica brand and the 
Chrysler brand?

Kuniskis: We'll start shipping them 
by the e n d  of the year, a n d  it'll be 
full speed ahead next year. It's going 
to be a g a m e  changer. Every other 
hybrid or electrified or [plug-in hybrid] 
in the market goes with a smaller, 
faster, commuter-type vehicle. N o  one 
has a mainstream, seven-passenger, 
family-capable vehicle.

W e ’ve sold 14 million minivans, 
a n d  m o s t  min iv a n  e n d  users drive 
the vehicle for less than 30 miles a 
day. T h e  Pacifica Hyb ri d  will have 
a 30-mile pure-electric range, a n d  
so use n o  gas —  but it also has a 
gasoline engine that c a n  take you

for h un dreds of miles, so there will 
be n o  range anxiety.

Q :  Speaking of the cutting edge 
of technology, Chrysler hasn't had 
m u c h  to say so far about self-driving 
—  with the notable exception of the 
fact that Google is helping you outfit 
100 of these Pacifica Hybrid vans to 
test self-driving technology. D o e s  
the fact that F C A  isn't a huge part 
of the ongoing conversation about 
self-driving hurt the com pa n y  or your 
brands at the m o m e n t ?

Kuniskis: No. 1 don't think it hurts 
us at all. There’s a lot of conversation 
and talk in the industry, but there really 
is n o  self-driving product anywhere 
to speak of yet. A n d  it’s premature 
to say it's having any impact o n  any 
brand, especially if you haven’t laid 
out a strategy yet.

<3> Painting
Painting B y  Robert • Wallpaper 
R e m o v a l  •Interior •Exterior* Plaster/ 
Drywall Repair •Staining. 40 yrs e x p  
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

Livonia - Sale - 14610 W e s t m o r e  Oct. 
25-29th Tues-Sat 10a-5pm off L y n d o n  
8. F a r m i n g t o n  lx - 4x n e w  w o m e n ' s  
clothing, teen jeon, sweats, h o m e  de­
cor &  more. Pink signs. Don't m i s s  it!

Special Notices

L I V O N I A  S C H O O L C R A F T  C O L L E G E
Fri. Oct 28th; 9 o m  ? 18600 Haggerty 

Ro a d .  B e t w e e n  6-7 Mile. Tables, 
choirs, office e q u i p m e n t  8. M O R E !

T h a n k  y o u  St. Jude, St. M o n i c a  a n d  
St. Rita for a n s w ering m y  prayers, 
also Holy Spirit

C O M P L E T E  L A N D S C A P I N G  
B Y  L A C O U R E  SERVICES
Clean-ups, landscaping, grading, 
sodding, hydro-seeding, retaining 
walls, ins. work, brick walks S  

patios. Drainings &  lawn irrigation 
systems, low foundations built 
up. Weekly lawn Maintenance.
Haul a w a y  u nw an t ed  items.
• Commercial • Residential

• 42 years experience
• Licensed a n d  Insured

• Free Estimates
www.lacoureservlces.com 

248-48&-595S or 248-521-8818

Pet Services
L O W  C O S T  V E T  V A C C I N E  

W E L L N E S S  C L I N I C  
T S C  -  W H I T E  L A K E  

10150 Highland Rd. Sun. Nov. 13th, 
4 P M - 6 : 3 0 P M  D H P P  Lepto C V  B D T  
$38, 3 year Rabies $14, H e a r t w o r m  
Test $15 w /  purchase of 6  m o n t h s  

h e a r t w o r m  prevention.
M U S T  B R I N G  A D .  Skin, E a r  8. E y e  

e x a m s  avail. 313-686-5701

Assorted

all kinds of things...
Cemetery Lots

4 C e m e t e r y  Plots &  2 Vaults. Oakland 
Hills M e m o r i a l  Gardens, Novi. M a s o n  
Section. Valued at $10,000. Asking 
$7,000 obo. 727-906-5077

i Furniture &  
Hou sehold Items

Solid O a k  dining set 4 side chair 2 
a r m  chairs a n d  2 24 in. ext leaves, 
w h e n  fully extended the table is 9 ft 
long. $700 Perfect for holiday season.73^-981-1 4 5 2
[ ^ 1  General Merchandise
K I L L  B E D  B U G S  &  T H E I R  E G G S !  

B u y  Morris B e d  B u g  Killers/ 
K I T  C o m p l e t e  T r e o t m e n t  System. 
H a r d w a r e  Stores, T h e  H o m e  Depot, 

h o m e d e p o t . c o m

< “ >  Mac hinery &  Tools
B a n d  S a w  18 inch rikon 220v like n e w  S 575 7 3 «4 - 4 7 < S -7 3 < S O

Musical Instruments

Photo Coming Soon!

ta
G r a n d  Piano &  Bench-Kohlcr 8. 

Zampbell S K G  600 S. Polished E b o n y  
finish, G o o d  cond. $4250 248-467-4707

Transportation
Wheels
best deal for you...

Recreational Vehicles
2014 Stealth V - N o s e  C a r g o  Trailer-14 
ft. Holds 2 bikes. F o r  work. Fin inter 
w/12 volt hook up. $6500. 248-933-9886

CLEAN-UP & HAULING SERVICES
Cheap Rates! Garages, 
basements, attics & etc.
Free Estimates
248-521-8818 

or 248-489-5955
LP6000»aiB7

Furniture &  
Household Items

A m i s h  O a k  Dining r m  Table leafs a n d  
4 chairs $250. Excellent Condition 7 3 - 4 - - 4 7 « S - 7 3 « S O

H e n r e d o n  Furniture - T W O  dressers 
M a t c h i n g  mirror, desk, excellent C o n ­
dition best after 734-953-5264

Livonia 5 M i J F a r m i n g t o n  rd 2 black 
couches $75 each, round gloss coffee 
table $30, n e w  v a c u u m  $40. gold l a m p  
$20, 2 dressers $35 each, T V  36’ $30 8. 
m o r e ,  all in good cond. 734-744-9016

Mattress. B o x  Springs. 2 B d r m  Dress­
ers. Assorted Silver Plated Serving 
Trays, etc. H a n g i n g  Chandelier with 
3 W a y  Lighting. 248-476-9398

Novi F r e n c h  Q u e e n  provincial 8. T w i n  
b e d  f r a m e  set 8< m a t c h i n g  chest 8. 
dressers. Both beautiful w o o d  clean 
lines $275. 248-347-0164 after 3 p m

P o w e r  reclynor choir, f a w n  color, 
great cond. $425 Also 7 d r a w e r  desk, 
has lock, great cpnd. $100 734-664-3484

Find
what you 
want in

CLASSIFIED!

Right Job. 
Right Now.
W h e t h e r  y o u ’re looking 
for your first job or first 
corner office, your next 
opportunity is waiting.

Check out the new 
CareerBuilder.com

To place an ad
call: 800-579-7355 • online: hometownlife.com 

email: oeads@hometownlife.com

0  CRREERBUILDER
:  ______________

©  2 0 1 6  CareerBuilder. LLC.AII rights reserved.



Real Estaterr
H o m e s
starting fresh...
Condo/Town/Duplex

BY OWNER

b d r m ,  4 bo, 2728 plus finished boso- 
m e n t  of 2000 sq. fl., built in 1986. 
kcltoiecomcosf.net $485,000. 
(248)890-1017 2406? B i n q h o m  Pointe 
Drive. G o  to w w w . r e o z o m . c o m  a n d  
type in the address for additional in­
formation. Will consider a  lease.

Real Estate
Rentals
great place to live...

*Adult C o m m u n i t y  
- R e n t

Adult Assisted Living/Residential D a y c a r e  in Bloomfield Hills. Ml. 
I m m e d i a t e  registration for short &  
long t e r m  customized daily living 
assistance. A  comfortable, ho m e -  
style a t m o s p h e r e  O u r  Haven, Y o u r  
H o m e .  F o r  details, call H a v e n  Lee 
Homes-Bloomfield Hills 248-245-7045

So Much More Than You Bargained For!

S ^ l H o m e s - R e n t
Bloomfield-3/4 b d r m ,  3 bath, air, frpl, 
updated, 3 car garage, finished bsmt, 
$24$Q/mo +  sec. 517-862-5878

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c
h o m « i o w n l i l «  con<

A CAH HI ?T COM»AMr

Westland (Livonia schools) 3br brk 
ranch, fin. bsmt. 2.5 car gar., C/A 

fened yd $ 1 1 5 0 / m o +  dcp. 248-668-0962

8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5
w w w . h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

N M L S # 30 Yr Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 3.25 0 2.75 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.25 0 2.75 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.25 0 2.625 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.375 0 2.625 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 3.625 0 2.875 0
1 1 - f

Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 3.5 0 2.75 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 3.45 0.125 2.75 0.25

R o s s  Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 3.625 0 2.875 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734)466-6113 3.5 0.25 2.875
0

Above Information available as of 10/21/16 a nd subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with 2 0 %  d o w n  &  credit score of 740 or above. J u m b o  rates, specific payment 

calculation &  most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

© 2 0 1 6  Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

[ Find your n e w  job HERE1 )
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Find yourKEY TO HAPPINESSin the
OBSERVER & ECCENTRICclassifieds
800-579-7355

WANT THAT JOB?
SEE WHO ELSE DOES.
Get your free hirelNSIDER report at CareerBuilder.com.

CareerBuilder’s new hirelNSIDER is a FR EE  report that shows you how 
you match up against other candidates w h o ’ve applied to the same job. 
Find out more at careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/jobreport.

C A R E E R B U I L D E R "
START BUILDING
©  2012 CareerBuilder, LLC. All rights reserved. O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c

h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m


