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Barrett, Maloney, Paton will not 
seek re-election to school board

Joanne Maliszewski
Staff Writer

Big changes are o n  the w a y  
for the Plymouth-Canton 
B o a r d  of Education as three 
incumbents will not seek re- 
election in the Nov. 8 general 
election.

B y  deciding not to run as 
their terms expire this year, 
incumbents J o h n  Barrett, M i k e  
M a l o n e y  a n d  board Vice Presi­

dent Sheila Paton have m a d e  
w a y  for three newcomers. 

B o a r d  Treasurer Patrick

Kehoe, appoint­
ed in August 
2015 to complete 
the t e r m  of 
M a r k  Horvath, 
w h o  resigned in 
July last year, 
will seek elec­
tion to the 
boa r d ’s only

four-year seat. K e h o e  will run 
unopposed for the seat, but will 
be joined b y  nine political n e w ­

c o m e r s  vying for three, six- 
year seats.

N e w c o m e r s  include D o u g ­
las Brooks, Bharat Malhotra, 
Patti McCoin, Patricia Mullen, 
Pete Puzzuoli, Leonardo S a v ­
age, Michael Scopone, Girish 
Tiwari a n d  G u r u n a t h  V e m -  
ulakonda.

R e m a i n i n g  on the school 
board is board President K i m  
C r o u c h  w h o s e  t e r m  is u p  in 
2018, board Secretary Kate

Borninski a n d  TVustee Michael 
Siegrist, with terms that expire 
in 2020. Siegrist, however, is 
seeking election on the D e m o ­
cratic slate for Canton T o w n ­
ship clerk. H e  faces R e p u b ­
lican Linda O b r e c  in the Nov. 8 
election.

A s  the only candidate for 
the four-year seat, Kehoe, 
nonetheless, said he wants to

See BOARD, Page A2

KNOCK, KNOCK: PRIZE PATROL REWARDS LIBRARY PATRONS
Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

It’s not a $1 million P u b ­
lishers Clearing H o u s e  check, 
but M a t e o  Verhille, 7, w a s  glad 
to get it.

M a t e o  has b e e n  reading all 
s u m m e r  long in hopes the 
Canton Public Library prize 
patrol wou l d  s h o w  u p  at his 
door with gifts.

His family had, after all, 
placed a sign o n  their front 
lawn proclaiming that Library 
Lovers Live Here.

M a t e o ’s wait e n d e d  on a hot 
A u gust afternoon w h e n  a 
t h r e e - m e m b e r  prize patrol 
s h o w e d  u p  at his doorstep with 
a blue b a g  filled with freebies, 
including passes to S k y  Zone 
Trampoline Park, Z a p  Zone 
laser tag a n d  Michigan Sea

Life Aq u a r i u m ;  mea l s  at res­
taurants such as Twisted 
Rooster; library hats a n d  water 
bottles; and, for M a t e o ’s m o m ,  
Yesica, a $25 gift certificate 
for jewelry at S h o w r o o m  of 
Elegance —  a m o n g  other gifts.

It’s all part of the Canton 
library’s Connect Y o u r  S u m ­
m e r  program, intended to 
r e w a r d  local families that 
read. H u n d r e d s  of Library

Lovers signs have been 
posted a r ound t o w n  and 
some, but not all, will get 
the prize patrol visit.

D i d  M a t e o  believe the 
patrol wou l d  c o m e  to his 
house?

“N o t  really,” he said, 
standing o n  the doorstep 
with his m o t h e r  a n d  his

See PRIZES, Page A3

Man sentenced to probation, sex offender status
Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

A  D e a r b o r n  m a n  has avoid­
ed prison after he w a s  sen­
tenced M o n d a y  to three years 
of probation for a sexual as­
sault that reportedly occurred 
after h e  hired a w o m a n  to clean 
a vacant house in Canton.

H o w e v e r ,  the incident will 
follow Ali M o h a m a d - S a h r i f  
Al-Aboosi, 45, after a W a y n e

C ounty judge 
placed h i m  on 
M i c h i g a n ’s p u b ­
lic sex offender 
registry for the 
rest of his life.

Al-Aboosi’s 
sentencing by 
W a y n e  C o unty 
Circuit Jud g e
Michael Callahan c a m e  after 
he pleaded no contest to a sin­
gle charge of assault with in-

Al-Aboosi

tent to c o m m i t  sexual p e n e ­
tration for an incident that 
h a p p e n e d  in April in a house 
near Lilley a n d  W a r r e n  roads.

T h e  w o m a n  reportedly m a n ­
a g e d  to break free, get to a 
neighbor’s house a n d  notify 
police, w h o  later arrested Al- 
Aboosi.

First Step —  an a g ency that 
supports victims of sexual 
assaults and domestic violence 
—  doe s n ’t c o n d o n e  probation

for sex crimes, but one out­
c o m e  of cases like Al-Aboo­
si’s is that victims are 
spared being traumatized 
again b y  having to relive 
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to t h e m  
during a trial, advocates say.

Jill Popovich, First Step 
c o m m u n i t y  response pro­
g r a m  coordinator a n d  survi­
vor advocate, said in general

See SENTENCE, Page A3

Smooth 
ride: Newly 
paved Lotz 
Road opens

Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

G e o r g e  Daubresse IV, say­
ing five generations of his 
family h a v e  lived on Lotz R o a d  
in Canton, stood outside his 
h o m e  a n d  looked u p o n  a newly 
paved, f o rmer dirt road once 
plagued b y  potholes.

“I think they’ve done a vei7 
nice job with the road,” he said. 
“It’s probably the smoothest 
road in Canton now.”

Lotz o p ened to traffic M o n ­
d a y  after w o r k  cr e w s  finished 
paving the one-mile stretch 
b e t w e e n  Ford a n d  C herry Hill 
roads —  a $5-million project 
that spanned t w o  years and 
m a d e  three pav e d  lanes out of 
one of C a nton’s last rural roads 
o n  the east side.

Daubresse conceded he will 
miss the rural feel that a p ­
pears certain to fade as an 
increasing n u m b e r  of m o t o r ­
ists learn they have a n e w  
route to avoid traffic-clogged 
F o r d  a n d  H a g g e r t y  roads.

Canton T o w n s h i p  Supervi­
sor Phil L a J o y  said local offi­
cials h a v e  long awaited the 
Lotz R o a d  paving to help ease 
traffic congestion near the 
1-275 interchange. T h e  project 
also included n e w  sidewalks 
a n d  water mains.

“F or a long time this has 
b e e n  on our wish list,” he said. 
“I think it’s going to do a lot to 
take s o m e  of the traffic off 
F o r d  R o a d  —  a n d  Haggerty, 
too.”

R y a n  Bridges, senior c o m ­
munications m a n a g e r  for 
W a y n e  C o unty Executive W a r ­
ren Evans, said the Lotz R o a d  
speed limit will be 55 m p h  
except for areas near curves 
w h e r e  signs indicate a 40 m p h  
limit.T h e  55 m p h  speed limit falls 
within state guidelines, but 
Daubresse said he believes a 
lower speed limit, even 35 
m p h ,  wou l d  be safer.

Bridges said an engineering 
study m a y  b e  conducted after 
several m o n t h s  to determine if 
a speed limit change is w a r ­
ranted.

Daubresse said he already 
has noticed motorists speeding 
along Lotz, sometimes even 
before the road w a s  paved.

“T h e y  fly through here,” he 
said.

See LOTZ, Page A2

5 3 1 7 4 7'
PRICE: $1

O bserver &  E ccentric
homtiownlllo com

A OANMITT COMPANY

©  T he  Observer ft Eccentric 
Volume 4 2  • N um be r  17

Home Delivery: (866) 887-2737 | Return Address: 29725 Hudson Dr, Novi Ml 48377

INDEX
Business. . . . . . . . A 6
Crossword Puzzle. B9
H o m e s . . . . . . . . . B9

Jobs. . . . . . . . . . . B8
Obituaries. . . . . . . B7
Opinion. . . . . . . . A 8

Services. . . . . . . . . B8
Sports. . . . . . . . . . B1
W h e e l s . . . . . . . . . B9



L O C A L  N E W S h o m eto wnli fe.c omA 2  (C) 0  &  E Media | Thursday, August 18, 2016

Northville school bus driver charged in shooting
Joanne Maliszewski

Staff Writer

Northville Public 
Schools Superintendent 
M a r y  K a y  Gallagher on 
M o n d a y  issued a state­
m e n t  to reassure par­
ents, district staff and 
the c o m m u n i t y  that a 
D u r h a m  School Services 
bus driver —  arrested on 
felony charges in W i x o m  
—  has been r e m o v e d  
f r o m  active employment.

“Although this alleged 
incident took place dur­
ing the s u m m e r  m o n t h s  
a w a y  f r o m  the N o r t h ­
ville community, a n d  did 
not involve students, w e

recognize that a matter 
of this sort raises con­
cern on the part of our 
students a n d  our f a m ­
ilies,” Gallagher wrote.

In a statement f r o m  
D u r h a m  School Services 
—  the c o m p a n y  that 
provides contracted bus 
services for Northville 
schools —  officials said, 
“the driver involved in 
the shooting has been 
placed on administrative leave; background 
checks w e r e  performed 
a n d  w e r e  clear.”

School district a n d  
D u r h a m  officials con­
firmed that job appli­
cants receive fingerprint

back g r o u n d  checks.
“W e  m e e t  state and 

federal m a n d a t e s  for 
school bus driver/mon­
itor screening a n d  train­
ing a n d  there are m a n y  
steps taken before e m ­
ployment: these include 
d r u g  a n d  alcohol testing; 
an M V R  check a n d  a 
criminal background 
check,” indicated D u r ­
h a m  s p o k e s w o m a n  Molly 
Hart.

“Monitors a n d  drivers 
are also fingerprinted, w h i c h  is sent to the state 
police w h o  forward the 
information to the dis­
trict w h o  then approve 
(or not) the driver or

monitor for assignment,” 
Hart continued.

Gallagher a d d e d  that 
w h e n  contracted e m p l o y ­
ees are charged with a 
felony, the district takes 
immediate action to re­
m o v e  the e m p l o y e e  dur­
ing the investigation and 
beyond, w h e n  warranted.

“T h e  safety of our 
students is our top prior­
ity a n d  w e  would like to 
reassure parents and 
m e m b e r s  in the c o m m u ­
nity that w e  have a strin­
gent hiring process for 
bus drivers and m o n ­
itors,” Hart said.

In May, a bus monitor 
w h o  w o r k e d  for D u r h a m

in the Plymouth-Canton 
school, w a s  arrested b y  
Northville Township 
police on sexual assault 
charges against a minor. 
T h e  case is still m a k i n g  
its w a y  through the court 
system.

“H e  is no longer e m ­ployed b y  D u r h a m  
School Services,” accord­
ing to the D u r h a m  state­
ment. “T h e  background 
checks s h o w e d  there w a s  
no arrest history, there­
fore, our background/ 
fingerprint checks did 
not s h o w  any activity.”

Meanwhile, Northville 
Public Schools is prepar­
ing for the opening of

the academic year in 
September. “A s  always, w e  are committed to 
working together with 
our police, school and 
c o m m u n i t y  partners to ensure the safety and 
well-being of our stu­
dents a n d  our staff m e m ­
bers,” Gallagher said. A s  
w e  finalize preparations 
for school, w e  act with 
vigilance a n d  dedication 
to provide a safe and 
w e l c o m i n g  school setting 
for your children.”
jmaliszews@hometownlife. com
248-396-6620
Twitter: Qjmaliszews
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S o m e  of the first vehicles travel along newly pa ved Lotz Ro ad Ge orge Daubresse IV stands on the steps of his Lotz R o a d  h o m e  an d talks about the paving project, 
in Canton.

LOTZ
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Canton Municipal 

Services Director T i m  
Faas said it will take time

for motorists to adjust to 
the n e w  road.

“It will be an interest­
ing transition. It has been 
so rural for so long,” he 
said.

Daubresse said he is 
glad the project has been

finished because it w a s  
disruptive to residents 
w h o  live on or near Lotz. 
H e  said w o r k  crews 
started early in the m o r n ­
ing a n d  w o r k e d  long 
days.

“It’s over now, but it 
has b e e n  hard o n  the 
people w h o  live here,” he 
said.

Bridges said construc­
tion cre w s  still h a v e  to 
finish restoration along 
the road, p e r f o r m  s o m e  
w o r k  on traffic lights and 
complete a “p u n c h  list” 
of other items. Construc­
tion barrels still can be 
seen along the road.

T h e  project w a s  done 
b y  Toe b e  Construction 
Co. of W i x o m .

A s  a dirt road, Lotz 
h a d  b e e n  a reminder of

BOARD
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participate in debates 
during the school board 
campaign. T h e  director 
of product m a n a g e m e n t  
for a software company, 
K e h o e  said he hopes the 
c a m p a i g n  will generate 
conversation about is­
sues in public education 
a n d  issues facing the 
district.

“T m  really excited 
about the progress w e  
h a v e  m a d e  with the n e w
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DWARF KOREAN
L I L A C  T R E E
#10 pot 18" graft Reg. S299.00

50% OFF
Very fragrant, delicate, pale 
lilac flowers bloom late May to 
early June-later than other 
lilacs. Matures to 6-8' tall. .1-008390

I V O R Y  H A L O  
D O G W O O D ,
#5 pot Reg. $49.99
$39.99
Beautiful variegated 
foliage all summer, 
red twigs in winter.
Likes moist soil. Q225-224

—

FINE LINE 
BUCKTHORN
#6 pot Reg. $59.99
50% OFF
Columnar, upright with 
fern-like foliage.
Grows 5-7’ tall. Great 
hedge. Deer resistant.

1033-232:.:

LITTLE DEVIL 
NINEBARK
#3 pot Reg. $39.99
NOW $29.99
Small white flowers in 
June. Burgundy leaves 
all summer. 3-4’ tall.

734-453-5500
www.plyraouthnursery.net 
Mon -Thurs 9am-6pm 
Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9*6 • Sun 10*5 
Offers Expire 8/24/16

mu m
L J G O

PLYMOUTHNURSERY
H O M E  a  G A R D E N  B H O W P L A C E

• • •

9900 Ann Arbor Rd W
7 Miles West of 1-275 • 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14 

Corner of Gotfredson Rd.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Lotz R o a d  is o p e n  to vehicle a n d  pedestrian traffic.

C a nton’s rural past, long 
before the c o m m u n i t y ’s 
population g r e w  b eyond 
90,000 people. Local offi­
cials h a v e  said the paving 
project is likely, at s o m e  
point, to spur n e w  devel­
o p m e n t  along Lotz.

T h e  project m a r k s  
C a nton’s biggest road 
project this construction 
season. Funding to i m ­
prove Lotz c a m e  f r o m  
the Michigan Depart­
m e n t  of TYansportation, 
w h i c h  already m a d e  
nearby Ford R o a d  i m ­
prove m e n t s  b y  adding a 
continuous third lane 
f r o m  Lotz west to Lilley, 
lengthening turn lanes 
a n d  improving 1-275 
ramps.
dclem@hometownlife.com

Twitter: @CantonObsen/er 
734-972-0919

Download our free apps for 
iPhone, iPad or Android

superintendent (Monica 
Merritt),” he said.

K e h o e  calls w o r k  on 
the school board chal­
lenging but believes the 
district - under Merritt - 
is h eaded in a n e w  and 
m o r e  positive direction. 
T h o u g h  professionally 
b u s y  in the year follow­
ing his appointment, 
K e h o e  said he has a n e w  
job position a n d  w h e n  
that c h a n g e  c a m e  about, 
“that’s w h e n  I m a d e  a 
c o m m i t m e n t ” to continue 
on the board.

" M y  kids are in the 
district a n d  I think I can 
bring a g o o d  voice to the 
board,” K e h o e  added.

M a l o n e y  w a s  first 
elected to the school 
board in 1995 a n d  has 
served - o n  a n d  off - for 
a total of 20-some years.

STATE O F  MICHIGAN 
W A S H T E N A W  COU N T Y

NOTICE T O  ALL 
CREDITORS 

Decedent's Estate 
Decedent's Trust

The decedent, C H A R L E S  H. E V E R Y , 
whoso address was 14707 Northville 
Rd.. Apt. ‘101. Plymouth. Michigan, 
died on July 0. 20H>
N O T I C E  T O  A L L  C R E D I T O R S :
The above named decedent 
established the Charles H. Every 
Trust on Ma y  22, 1997 and which 
was amended and restated in 2001
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against the 
decedent or the decedent’s trust will 
be forever burred unless presented 
to the current Trustees, Gregory 
C. Every and/or D a w n  (Every) 
Bain. 13272 Haverhill. Plymouth. 
Michigan 48170. within four (4) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice. Gregory 
C. Every is also the designated 
Personal Representative.
Personal Representative N a m e

Gregory C. Every, Co-Trustee, 
i3272 Haverhill. 

Plymouth, M I  48170 
(734) 308-7885

Published: August 18 &  25.2016 
September 1. 2016 lCKtt»a»SO 1«4

"It’s time for m e  to go. 
It’s b e e n  a good run. I’m  
disappointed w e  hav e n ’t 
m a d e  m o r e  progress in 
the last f e w  years.”

In m a n y  cases, M a l o ­
n e y  - particularly after 
H o r v a t h  resigned - has 
served as a lone dissent­
ing vote on the board, 
especially in financial 
matters. “T h e y  d o n ’t 
typically listen to w h a t  I 
have to say.”

M a l o n e y  said he be­
lieves the school board 
should set standards and 
lead the w a y  in academic 
i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  sound 
budget planning. “I think 
our board has taken on 
the role of cheerleader.” 

Instead, M a l o n e y  con­
tinued, the board should 
step u p  to the challenge 
of fixing problems, such 
as the cleanliness of the 
buildings. “A s  a board, 
w e  lack the will to fix it.” 

Maloney, however, 
does not intend to dis­
appear. “I a m  ready to 
w o r k  f r o m  the other 
side.”

J o h n  Barrett, w h o  
served as board presi­
dent last year, said he 
wou l d  have run if there 
h a d  been a two-year t e r m  
available. Retired from 
the Farmington Public 
Schools, he said he did 
not w a n t  to serve another 
six years. “It is very 
time-consuming. W e  
have kids w h o  live out-of- 
state a n d  w a n t  to have 
time to visit.”

Barrett said he feels 
comfortable leaving n o w  
with Merritt in charge. “I 
a m  thrilled she is taking 
over. I think the district 
is o n  the right track now. 
T h e r e  are so m a n y  great

things going on.”
P r o u d  that the Ply­

mouth-Canton district is 
considered a top-per­
forming district, Barrett 
said finances will remain 
an issue until changes 
c o m e  f r o m  the state L e g ­
islature. “I will try to 
help b y  being active and 
getting the Legislature to 
b e  honest in h o w  they 
fund public schools.”

Like Barrett, Paton 
remains concerned about 
state funding for public 
education and has fought 
the battle since her elec­
tion in 2011. “I c a m e  in 
with (Gov. Rick) Snyder. 
It has just been a nonstop 
attack on public educa­
tion. I w o r k e d  hard for 
five years to w o r k  within 
those parameters.

“W e  need fresh people 
in there w h o  are willing 
to take u p  that fight,” she 
said. “But w e  have done 
amazing things with 
funding w h a t  w e  have.”

Also like Barrett, 
Paton is proud of what 
has been accomplished, 
pointing to the creation 
of academies - S T E M ,  
arts - and the 2013 pas­
sage of the $114.4 million 
b o n d  issue for district 
facilities, technology 
equipment, infrastruc­
ture a n d  bus replace­
ment.

Paton said that she 
hopes by not being on the 
board she can better 
advocate for public e d u ­
cation financing a n d  to 
eliminate the state’s Pro­
posal A, whi c h  limits tax 
revenue growth.
jmaliszews@hometownlife.com
248-396-6620
Twitter: @jmaliszews

4 i t



PRIZES
Continued fr om Page A1

sister Camila, 4, as he 
looked through the gift 
bag.

Laurie Golden, the 
library’s c o m m u n i t y  
relations department 
head, said the initiative 
w a s  a w a y  for library 
employees to get out in 
the c o m m u n i t y  and m e e t  
residents.

“This is a w a y  for us 
to go visiting in the c o m ­
munity a n d  m e e t  the 
library patrons w h e r e  
they live,” she said.
“T h e y  always c o m e  to us, 
so this is a w a y  for us to 
g o  to them.”

Golden, library Direc­
tor E v a  Davis a n d  C o m ­
munications Specialist 
Erica R a k o w i c z  recently 
m a d e  the latest prize- 
patrol rounds in several 
neighborhoods, looking 
for Library Lovers signs 
in yards. O n e  stop w a s  
Brian D o w ’s house.

Davis greeted D o w ,  a 
father of two, after he 
corralled his barking 
dogs a n d  o p ened the 
door.

“It’s not a giant P u b ­
lisher’s Clearinghouse 
check,” Davis said, h a n d ­
ing h i m  the gift bag, “but 
it’s still good stuff.”

D o w ’s children are 
y o u n g  —  one is 2, the 
other just 6 w e e k s  old —  
but he also takes his 
niece a n d  n e p h e w  to the 
library.

“This is cool,” he said, 
accepting the gifts.

Kristin Duncan, m o t h ­
er of Alex, 9, a n d  Jere­
my, 7, said her children 
wou l d  b e  disappointed 
they w e r e n ’t at h o m e  
w h e n  the prize patrol 
arrived. S h e  said they 
didn’t believe they would 
be r a n d o m l y  chosen for 
the gifts.

" T h e  kids will be very 
excited,” she said, adding 
that her sister’s house 
also got a visit f r o m  the 
prize patrol.

Golden said patrons 
received hundreds of 
signs in J u n e  a n d  the 
prize patrol has been 
m a k i n g  outings to deliv­
er gift bags. O n e  of the 
patrons, Joe Lary, also

SENTENCE
Continued fr om Page A1

prosecutors w o r k  with 
sexual assault victims 
before a plea agreement 
is reached. S h e  said get­
ting offenders on the sex 
registry for life is a m a ­
jor victory because they 
h a v e  to routinely report 
their whereabouts —  
e v e n  the vehicle they 
drive —  or they could be 
imprisoned.

“T h e y  are in the p u b ­
lic eye for the rest of 
their life,” Popovich said, 
adding later, “It’s one 
w a y  to help protect not 
just the victim, but the 
c o m m u n i t y  at large.”

W h e n  appropriate, 
Popovich said, authori­
ties try to spare sexual 
assault victims of gru­
eling testimony at trial.

“T h e y  have b e e n  trau­
matized enough,” she 
said, a n d  having their 
attacker placed on the 
sex offender registry “is 
very important to them.”

According to W a y n e  
County Circuit Court 
public records, the sen­
tencing guidelines for 
Al-Aboosi ranged from 
no jail time to 11 m o nths 
based on a pre-sentenc- 
ing report, though Call­
a h a n  also gave h i m  the 
lifetime sex offender 
status.

“It looks like this w a s  
within the sentencing 
guidelines for this case,” 
Assistant W a y n e  County 
Prosecutor Mar i a  Miller 
said.

A1 Aboosi’s defense 
attorney, Ali Khalil H a m -  
mou d ,  couldn’t be 
reached for c o m m e n t .Barring a plea agree­
ment, Al-Aboosi could 
have faced a 10-year 
prison t e r m  if h e  had 
been convicted of assault 
with intent to c o m m i t  
sexual penetration. A  
second charge of fourth- 
degree criminal sexual 
conduct, whi c h  carried a 
two-year term, w a s  dis­
missed as part of the plea 
agreement.
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M a t e o  Verhille, 7, sister Camila, 4, an d m o m  Yesica get a gift b a g  from Eva Davis, library 
director, a n d  Laurie Golden, the library's c o m m u n i t y  relations department head.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Kristin D u n c a n  s h o w s  her ba g of library prizes.

happens to w o r k  in re­
tirement as a part-time 
library page.

“I’ve always b e e n  a 
reader,” he said, w h e n  
the prize patrol s h o w e d  
u p  at his door. “A s  a kid I

used to go to the library 
all the time.”

N o w ,  another genera­
tion has followed suit, 
including youngsters like 
M a t e o  Verhille, w h o s e  
dedication to reading

brought the prize patrol.
“I told him, "If you 

read in the s u m m e r ,  they 
might com e , ”’ his m o t h e r  
said. “H e  said, ‘M o m ,
I’ve b e e n  reading and 
they hav e n ’t com e . ’”

Until now.
It all w r a p s  u p  Sat­

urday, Aug. 20, with a 
Connect Y o u r  S u m m e r  
party at the library. For 
m o r e  on Canton Public 
Library programs, go to

www.cantonpl.org.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919
Download our free apps for 
iPhone, iPad or Android
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EVERYONE HAS AN IDEA OR TWO...
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Canton m a n  loses $5,000 in IRS scam
Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

A  50-year-old Canton m a n  
has lost $5,000 after a s c a m  
artist posing as a n  Internal 
R e v e n u e  Service agent p h oned  
h i m  a n d  claimed he could be 
jailed for unpaid taxes.

T h e  victim o w e d  nothing.
Detective Sgt. D a n  Traylor 

said the caller convinced the 
m a n  to go to a store, b u y  an 
n \ m e s  gift card, return h o m e  
a n d  reveal b y  pho n e  the n u m ­
bers off the b a c k  of the card.

T h e  I R S  s c a m  has occurred 
across the nation, previously in 
Canton a n d  in other metro 
Detroit communities such as

Livonia, Westland, Wayne, 
Milford a n d  Bloomfield T o w n ­
ship.

Authorities have repeatedly 
issued warnings about the 
scam, yet victims continue to 
lose thousands of dollars a m i d  
fears they will otherwise be 
arrested.

" D o  not m a k e  a n y  financial 
transactions over the phone 
with a n yone indicating they 
are an I R S  agent,” 'Traylor 
said.

Agencies such as the IRS 
never d e m a n d  immediate p a y ­
m e n t  over the phone, he said.

T h e  s c a m  artists can be 
savvy. O n e  caller in Canton 
m a n a g e d  to have the caller

identification s h o w  u p  as the 
Canton Police Department, 
D e p u t y  Police Chief Scott Hil- 
d e n  has said. T h e  caller even 
claimed to be Hilden.

Authorities say victims of 
all ages have fallen for the 
scam. A n  18-year-old Milford 
w o m a n  reported paying $3,000 
to a caller in early August, and 
elderly people also h a v e  lost 
money.

I R S  officials say tens of 
thousands of people have col­
lectively lost millions of dol­
lars, prompting I R S  C o m m i s ­
sioner J o h n  Koskinen to previ­
ously issue a warning.

"There are clear warning 
signs about these scams, which

continue at high levels 
throughout the nation,” he said 
in a statement on the IRS w e b ­
site. "Taxpayers should re­
m e m b e r  their first contact 
with the IRS will not be a call 
f r o m  out of the blue, but 
through official correspon­
dence sent through the mail. A  
big red flag for these sca m s  
are angry, threatening calls 
f r o m  people w h o  say they are 
f r o m  the I R S  a n d  urging i m ­
mediate payment. This is not 
h o w  w e  operate.”

T h e  I R S  statement said the 
agency:

» N e v e r  asks for credit 
card, debit card or prepaid 
card information over the

telephone.
» N e v e r  insists that taxpay­

ers use a specific p a y m e n t  
m e t h o d  to p a y  tax obligations.

» N e v e r  requests i m m e d i ­
ate p a y m e n t  over the tele­
ph o n e  a n d  will not take en­
forcement action immediately 
following a pho n e  conversa­
tion.

Traylor said reports of IRS 
s c a m s  in Canton should be 
reported to the Canton Police 
D e p a r t m e n t  b y  calling 734-394- 
5400.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919

Cake-kicking customer from 
Kroger pleads no contest

Tricia Kortes

T h e  infamous cake-kicking 
lady f r o m  Bloomfield T o w n ­
ship appeared in court Aug. 4 
to face accusations that she 
basically 
caused a mess.

Tricia 
Kortes, 46, 
stood before 
48th District 
Jud g e  K i m  
Small a n d  en­
tered a no-con­
test plea to a 
m i s d e m e a n o r
charge of disorderly conduct. 
S h e  n o w  faces a sentence of 
u p  to 90 days in jail and/or a 
$500 fine.

Kortes found herself in the 
national spotlight after she 
"drop-kicked” her 7-year-old 
son’s custom-ordered "Bat­
m a n  v  S u p e r m a n ” birthday 
cake inside a K r o g e r  store 
because she w a s  u n h a p p y  
with the decorating job. T h e  
incident occurred June 11 and 
Kortes later told police the

cake slipped out of her hands.
Witnesses, on the other 

hand, told police they s a w  
Kortes drop-kick the birthday 
cake in the bakery depart­
m e n t  and then s t o m p  on it in 
frustration. S h e  also knocked 
over a w e t  floor sign on her 
w a y  out the store.

This is not the first time 
Kortes appeared in court 
over a n g e r - m a n a g e m e n t  
issues: In 2015, she pleaded 
no contest to a disorderly 
conduct charge for getting 
into a physical altercation 
with a co-worker in Troy. In 
2003, she w a s  convicted of 
fourth-degree assault in King 
County, Wash.

H e r  next court appearance 
is scheduled Aug. 16 for a 
pre-sentence interview be­
fore Small. H e r  attorney, 
Gerald Gleeson, w a s  not 
available for c o m m e n t .

-  Jay Grossman

Check us out on the Web every 
day at hometownlife.com

Police: Grandfather threatened at knifepoint
Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

A  29-year-old Canton m a n  
has been accused of threat­
ening t w o  m e n ,  including his 
grandfather, at knifepoint 
during separate incidents at a 
h o m e  on Tvvyckingham Lane.

Police w e n t  to the h o m e  
about 11 p.m. Aug. 8 a m i d  re­
ports the suspect —  reportedly 
d r u n k  —  apparently b e c a m e  
upset that he couldn’t find his 
v o d k a  bottles. H e  w a s  accused 
of assaulting his grandfather 
a n d  threatening h i m  with a 
knife.

N o  serious injuries w e r e  
reported.

Police further learned that, 
three days earlier, the s a m e  
suspect w a s  accused of threat­
ening another m a n  w h o  had 
been visiting the house, hold­
ing a knife near his eyes until 
the m a n  s u b d u e d  h i m  a n d  took 
the knife, a police report said.

Police took the suspect into 
custody as the investigation 
w a s  continuing.
Reckless driving

With a child strapped into a 
car seat, a speeding motorist’s 
Pontiac G 8  leaned perilously 
sideways a n d  nearly crashed 
into another vehicle during a

tense situation in Canton, ac­
cording to a police report.

T h e  incident b e g a n  about 
6:25 p.m. S u n d a y  as the driver, 
a 28-year-old N o v i  m a n ,  raced 
through a W a l m a r t  parking lot 
busy with pedestrians and 
other motorists near Michigan 
A v e n u e  a n d  Canton Center.

Police beg a n  trailing the 
driver, w h o  first drove east on 
Michigan A v e n u e  before cir­
cling to the we s t b o u n d  lanes, 
losing control of his Pontiac 
G8, causing it to lean sideways 
a n d  narrowly averting another 
vehicle in w h a t  police de­
scribed as hea v y  traffic.

Police initiated a traffic stop 
and noticed a small child 
asleep in a car seat in the back 
seat. Police say the driver tried 
to b l a m e  his speeding o n  the 
Pontiac’s torque converter.

Police ticketed the m a n  for 
reckless driving a n d  having no 
proof of insurance.
Missing teen f o u n d

A n  investigation of a d r u n ­
ken m a n  at the D a y s  Inn in 
Canton inadvertently led po­
lice to a missing 15-year-old 
Detroit girl w h o  w a s  turned 
over to her mother, a police 
report said.

T h e  girl, w h o  is the drunken 
m a n ’s younger sister, w a s  tak­

en to the Canton police station 
w h e r e  her m o t h e r  w a s  to pick 
her up.

Police had g o n e  to D a y s  Inn, 
on Michigan A v e n u e  near Lotz, 
a m i d  reports about 1:15 a.m. 
S u n d a y  that a 20-year-old m a n  
w a s  unconscious o n  a balcony. 
Police spoke with the sister 
and a 19-year-old w o m a n  w h o  
said she w a s  the m a n ’s girl­
friend.

Police found the m a n  unre­
sponsive and drooling, p r o m p t ­
ing t h e m  to s u m m o n  Canton 
paramedics to take h i m  to a 
hospital. His girlfriend told 
police he had b e e n  drinking 
vo d k a  but initially denied he 
had m i x e d  it with drugs.

U n d e r  further questioning, 
the girlfriend conceded he had 
used cocaine and s m o k e d  mari­
juana. Police also learned the 
m a n  h a d  a court order f r o m  an 
unrelated case that forbids h i m  
to c o n s u m e  alcohol or drugs.

At one point, D a y s  Inn m a n ­
a g e m e n t  told police it wanted 
the tenants in question to 
leave, prompting the drunken 
suspect —  w h o  had regained 
consciousness —  to kick a door 
a n d  d e m a n d  his belongings. 
Police helped h i m  gathering 
his things.
dclem@hometownlife.com

S H O P  &  S A V E
AT OVER 50 STORES!
Save o n  the latest styles at S h o e  Carnival, maurice’s, Plato’s Closet, 
CharmingCharlie’s, Children’s Place and more. Get all your school 
art supplies at H o b b y  Lobby!

» »  A  $500 S H O P P I N G  SPREE!
S pe nd  $25 or m o r e  at any participating store and register to win 
o ne of six shopping sprees! There will be o ne $ 5 0 0  winner, t w o   ̂
$ 300 winners and three $100 winners will have their n a m e s  drawn.'
• Sweepstakes open until Sept 5. 2016. Visit novitowncenter.com for rules, regulations and restrictions.
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JOIN US FOR FREE
PIZZA &  FAMILY FUN 

Saturday, A u g u s t  13 &  20 
> from 11am til 2 p m !

Face painting and a 
balloon clown for kids!

Located at Novi &  G r a n d  River Roads 
Just south of 1-96 in Novi. M l  
Visit: novitowncenter.com
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F r i d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 9 t h  
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Bring a friend and join us for traditional Hawaiian fare, 
desserts, and cold drinks. Entertainment includes traditional 

Hawaiian music and favorite oldies.
T h e  public is w e l c o m e  to attend this complimentary event.

■Waltonwodd
- - - C h e r r y  H i l l---

Redefining Retirement Living*

R S V P  today!
(734) 335-1830
4 2 6 0 0  C h e r r y  Hill, C a n t o n  

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living &  M e m o r y  Care

P I C N I C  I U  N C 11

D o }4 D a y s  o f
Summer

Wiilionwotul m  C'an iuui- I’ai L

Thursday, August 18th
12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

Join us for a fun picnic lunch with live entertainment a n d  get a taste 
of the carefree lifestyle our residents enjoy every day.

Community tours will also he offered.

Waltonwdd
C a r r i a g e  P a r k —

RSVP today!
(734) 335-4276

Redefining Retirement Living
' EE2U

2 0 0 0  N. C a n t o n  Center Rd., C a n t o n  

Independent Living &  Licensed Assisted Living

(3 w-ww.facebook.com \valton\voodseniorli\ ing
www.Walto nwood. co m
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Life of a zookeeper and 
other tales at the Detroit Zoo

Susan Bromley
Staff Writer

It w a s  her d a y  off, but 
Ashley R i c h m o n d  rushed 
to w o r k  filled with e x ­
citement a n d  anxiety 
w h e n  she got the Sat­
urd a y  evening call.

It w a s  a d a y  unlike 
m o s t  others, but every 
day is a wild day for 
s o m e  local residents w h o  
recently shared their 
experiences working at 
the Detroit Zoo.

For Richmond, the call 
that c a m e  on Aug. 6 w a s  
to tell her the zoo’s 7- 
year-old giraffe, Kivuli, 
w a s  in labor. Just three 
a n d  a half hours later, the 
Farmington Hills resi­
dent w h o  cares for K i v u ­
li, as well as her m a t e  
Jabari, 8, a n d  their near­
ly 2-year-old son, Mpenzi, 
w a t c h e d  the birth of the 
newest giraffe family 
m e m b e r ,  a 5-foot tall, 
166-pound girl n a m e d  
Zawadi.

“Just the people she 
k n o w s  w e r e  there, w e  
d o n ’t w a n t  it to be stress­
ful,” said Ri c h m o n d ,  w h o  
w a s  also present for the 
birth of Mpenzi. “Y o u  
wait 15 m o n t h s  a n d  hope 
for everything to go well, 
for m o m  a n d  b a b y  to be 
healthy. It w a s  sort of an 
out-of-body experience, I 
w a s  in a daze watching ...
. Y o u  w a n t  to videotape 
everything, but at the 
s a m e  time be present in 
the m o m e n t .  It w a s  a 
bon u s  that it end e d  up 
being a girl —  that is 
w h a t  w e  w e r e  hoping for.
I got teary-eyed, there 
w a s  relief on m y  part, I 
w a s  just glad everything 
w e n t  well a n d  the b a b y  
w a s  breathing and stood 
u p  after 20 minutes. I had 
a feeling she wou l d  b e  a 
spit fire, she w a s  very 
active inside of her 
m o m . ”

This year m a r k s  a 
decade as a  zookeeper 
for Ri c h m o n d ,  w h o  in the 
sixth grade foretold her 
destiny in a letter to her 
m o m  in w h i c h  she wrote 
that she w a n t e d  to go to 
Michigan State Univer­
sity, get a degree in zool­
ogy, a n d  w o r k  at the D e ­
troit Zoo.

S h e  walked that path, 
although she acknowl­
edges it hasn’t always 
b e e n  easy.

“I a m  33, but s o m e  
days I feel 63,” laughs 
Richmond, w h o  has cared 
for the giraffes a n d  k a n ­
garoos the majority of 
her career at the zoo, but 
also w o r k e d  in various 
other areas.

W h e n  she interviewed, 
R i c h m o n d  didn’t h a v e  a 
preference for which 
animals she wou l d  w o r k  
with as all of t h e m  w e r e  
captivating. T h a t  is the 
essence of being a zoo­
keeper —  building a rela­
tionship with animals.

“E v e r y  animal I have 
w o r k e d  with, there is a 
level of respect, a n d  with 
that c o m e s  love,” she 
said. “Y o u  learn their 
behaviors a n d  personal­
ity a n d  their comfort 
level for certain things. 
Y o u  get attached.”

H e r  relationship with 
these animals is not like 
that of a pet, however.
S h e  is a caregiver, which 
involves a lot of m anual 
a n d  physical labor —  
keeping their environ­
m e n t s  clean, providing 
mental stimulation, and 
feeding them.
M o b  mentality

S h e  starts her day at 
the Australian Outback 
exhibit at the zoo, w h e r e  
she cares for a m o b  of 19 
red kangaroos, and one 
Bennett’s wallaby, all of 
w h o m  have their o w n  
n a m e s  a n d  personalities. 
S o m e  are laid b a c k  while 
others are curious and 
sniff Richmond. Others 
still are stand-offish and 
h e a d  in the other direc­
tion as she walks around 
cleaning their exhibit 
and feeding them.

T h e y  eat w h a t  she 
calls a “kangaroo and 
wallaby chow,” placed in 
the shelter area. S h e  also 
m a k e s  interesting 
changes to their environ­
ment, whi c h  can include

S U S A N  B R O M L E Y
Melissa Fletcher (left), assistant m a n a g e r  of volunteer services, stands to Jabari, an 8-year-old reticulated giraffe, a n d  Ashley Richmond, giraffe zookeeper at the 
Detroit Zoo.

hanging melons as treats, 
adding spices or per­
f u m e s  for n e w  odors, a n d  
throwing large piles of 
dirt into their yard for 
the kangaroos w h o  have 
a natural urge to dig.

She checks to m a k e  
sure they aren’t scratch­
ing themselves, which 
could indicate a skin 
irritation, or doing any 
o d d  behaviors. K a n g a ­
roos, she adds, are good 
at m a s k i n g  illness. E v e n  
a n  ear d o w n  or angled 
a w k w a r d l y  could m e a n  
something is amiss with 
the animal.

“T h e y  might c o m e  and 
smell m e ,  but I d o n ’t pet 
them,” she said. " N o n e  of 
t h e m  are hand-reared; 
they are all parent- 
reared. It’s a respect 
thing, and I d o n ’t cross 
that line... I m a k e  sure 
they are doing w h a t  they 
wou l d  be normally at that 
time and 99 percent of 
the time, everyone is 
fine. W h e n  you k n o w  
t h e m  so well, you can tell 
w h e n  something is off.”

The r e  are 12 female 
kangaroos a n d  seven 
vasectomized males. 
While the kangaroo ex­
hibit is large, the indoor 
shelter is at m a x i m u m  
capacity. Ka n g a r o o s  have 
a life expectancy to the 
late teens, as do walla­
bies.

Z o o  staff w a n t  to get 
another wallaby to join 
the 7-year-old m a l e  they 
obtained six years ago 
after he a n d  thousands of 
other animals w e r e  res­
cued f r o m  i n h u m a n e  
conditions b y  a n  interna­
tional exotic animal deal­
er in Texas.

“T h e  situation w a s  
very dire a n d  it w a s  a big 
undertaking,” said Rich­
mon d ,  w h o  adds that the 
wallaby will not b e  bred 
as his genetic b a c k ­
ground is unknown.
Intense giraffes

The r e  are also no 
plans to a d d  to the gi­
raffe family. Species 
Survival Plan coordina­
tors m a k e  decisions re­
garding breeding of ani­
mals, with kn o w l e d g e  of 
genetics a n d  conserva­
tion efforts. Kivuli will 
b e  on birth control, and 
no decision has been 
m a d e  yet on whether 
Zawadi, w h o s e  n a m e  
m e a n s  “gift” in Swahili, will stay in Detroit.

T h e  reticulated gi­
raffes, whi c h  weigh 
roughly 2,600 pounds w h e n  fully g r o w n  and 
can reach up to 18 feet as 
the tallest land m a m m a l ,  
are easier to transport 
w h e n  they are younger. 
Their large size also m e a n s  R i c h m o n d  spends 
the majority of her days 
with the beautiful crea­
tures w h o  spend roughly

NICOLE R A Y M O N D
Brian Manfre, a Westland resident an d Detroit Zo o m a m m a l  supervisor, stands near the zebra 
exhibit.

17 hours of their day 
eating a n d  only sleep 
three hours a day. She 
has observed t h e m  in the 
wild on a trip to Africa 
a n d  uses that knowledge 
for her care of t h e m  at 
the zoo.

“M y  outback routine 
is m u c h  less intensive 
than with giraffes,” said 
Richmond. “I spend 
about six hours of m y  
d a y  with the giraffes. A  
2,600 p o u n d  giraffe, they 
m a k e  a big m e s s  every 
day, I spend a lot of time 
cleaning u p  after them. 
Plus I feed t h e m  twice a 
day. T h e y  also get en­
riched frequently.”

T h e  primary enrich­
m e n t  for giraffes centers 
around food, with Rich­
m o n d  placing mulberry 
branches, grape vines, 
willow branches and 
m o r e  of w h a t  she calls 
“b r o w s e ” around their 
exhibit. S h e  cuts very 
large branches a n d  ties 
t h e m  to different areas 
of their yard so she 
doesn’t have to h a n d  feed 
t h e m  all d a y  long a n d  so 
they use their tongues as 
m u c h  as possible in a 
natural way.

T h e  giraffes, like the 
kangaroos, each have 
their o w n  distinctive 
personalities as well. 
Jabari is m o r e  inter­
active a n d  likes being 
around all people as long 
as there is a treat in­
volved. Kivuli is the o p ­
posite, m o r e  timid and 
apprehensive of strang­
ers, but like Jabari, very 
smart. M p e n z i  tends to 
b e  shyer, like his mother, 
a n d  of course, the per­
sonality of the n e w  arriv­
al is not yet k nown, but 
R i c h m o n d  looks forward 
to getting to k n o w  her as 
well. Regardless, Zawadi, 
like all giraffes, will 
require patience, as 
R i c h m o n d  notes you 
c a n ’t really m a k e  a gi­
raffe do anything they 
d o n ’t w a n t  to do.

S U S A N  B R O M L E Y
A n  otter naps at the Detroit Z o o  on a recent Sunday.

S U S A N  B R O M L E Y
A  red p a n d a  at the Detroit Z o o  on a recent Sunday.

T h a t ’s O K  with the 
zookeeper though, w h o  
still enjoys the job de­
spite the hard labor a n d  a 
deeper understanding 
n o w  of w h a t  the career 
entails than w h e n  she 
w a s  a little girl d r e a m i n g  
of working with the ani­
mals a n d  w h e n  visits to 
the zoo m e a n t  seeing 
performing chimpanzees and seals.

“That is not something 
that happens now, a n d  I 
a m  thrilled about that,” 
said Ri c h m o n d .  "I try to 
look at things m o r e  from 
the animal’s eyes and 
m a y b e  m o r e  than I ex­
pected, things have 
evolved for the better. I

love w h e r e  I w o r k  a n d  I 
love all of our hopes and 
d r e a m s  for the future.
It’s really motivating.”

S h e  tries not to think 
too m u c h  about w h a t  
t o m o r r o w  will bring as 
the job is taxing on her 
body. S h e  is living for the m o m e n t ,  but notes that 
as she ages, a change to a 
less physically d e m a n d ­
ing position m a y  be in the 
cards.

Brian Manfre, a West- 
land resident, m a d e  that 
change.
M a m m a l s  o n  the 
m i n d

A l w a y s  fascinated by 
animals. M a n f r e  earned

his bachelor’s degree in 
biology f r o m  Eastern 
Michigan University in 
2005 a n d  interned at the 
Toledo Zoo. H e  started 
working at the Detroit 
Z o o  m o r e  than nine years 
ago, the first six of t h e m  
as a zookeeper, caring for 
warthogs a n d  zebras.

T h r e e  years ago, he 
b e c a m e  m a m m a l  su­
pervisor, overseeing 
carnivores including 
lions, tigers, otters and 
wolverines, as well as 
s o m e  of the small m a m ­
mals like red pandas and 
b u s h  dogs. H e  also over­
sees hoofstock including 
the zebras a n d  warthogs, 
camels a n d  bison.

T h e  job entails w o r k ­
ing with administration 
a n d  keepers to m a k e  sure 
they are in the position to 
take the best possible 
care of these animals. 
This includes overseeing 
construction projects on 
exhibits, renovations, 
a n d  relocation of animals 
to a c c o m m o d a t e  their 
needs while projects are 
underway.

“The r e  is not any such 
thing as a routine day,” 
said Manfre. “If one of 
m y  keepers has a con­
cern with a veterinary 
issue, I a m  the first point 
of contact to get t h e m  out 
there a n d  assess things.”

Recently, M a n f r e  had 
plans to tie u p  loose ends 
at the newly-expanded 
cam e l  exhibit a n d  then to 
w o r k  on the zookeepers’ 
schedules, followed b y  
supervisor meetings with 
his fellow m a m m a l  m a n ­
agers.

H e  has w h a t  he con­
siders a g o o d  50/50 m i x  
of administrative w o r k  
with working alongside 
the zookeepers — helping 
with projects or assisting 
with routine animal 
check-ups whi c h  require 
anesthesia with the larg­
er animals —  a n d  coor­
dinating individuals to 
m a k e  sure everything 
goes smoothly.

" T h e  best part of m y  
job is just having the 
opportunity to w o r k  with 
a lot of unique animals,” 
said Manfre. “T h e  most 
c o m m o n  thing I hear is 
that people think zoo­
keeping doesn’t require 
education or is just pick­
ing u p  poop, w h e n  in 
actuality zookeepers are 
highly trained. It re­
quires education, ex­
pertise a n d  is a very 
difficult job to get. Y o u  
definitely need a lot of 
attention to detail and 
have to pick up on subtle 
cues f r o m  animals and 
m a k e  quick, good judg­
m e n t  decisions, while 
being attentive to safe­
ty/’
sbromleyGhometov/nlifexom
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American Sewing Expo 
returns to Showplace

T h e  23rd annual 
A m e r i c a n  S e w i n g  E x p o  
returns to the Suburban 
Collection Showplace in 
Novi, Friday, Sept. 23, 
a n d  runs through S u n ­
day, Sept 25, with quilt­
ing, costume making, 
fashion sewing, fiber 
arts, crafts a n d  “s e w ” 
m u c h  more.

“F r o m  a live sewing 
challenge to the chance 
to win a sewing m a ­
chine each day - there’s 
never a dull m o m e n t  at 

, our show,” said Janet 
Pray, s h o w  producer of 
the largest independent 
c o n s u m e r  sewing s h o w  
in the country. “T h e r e ’s 
something for the b e ­
ginner to the advanced 
a n d  everyone in be- 

5 tween, f r o m  hands-on 
wo r k s h o p s  a n d  free 
demonstrations to cos­
play a n d  quilting exhib­
its.”Featured celebrities 
a n d  s h o w  instructors 
include couturier fash­
ion designer, Threads 
contributing editor and 

^  author K e n n e t h  King; 
sewing, embroidery and 
embellishment expert 
H o p e  Yoder; cosplay 
designer a n d  author 
Kristie Good; Simplicity 
Patterns costume pat­
tern designer A n d r e a  
Schewe; fashion sewing 
expert f r o m  P B S  “It’s 
S e w  E a s y ” A n gela Wolf; 
a n d  pattern design and 
fitting expert f r o m  
University of R h o d e  
Island Jennifer Stern.

Reality sewing tele­
vision competitions are 
the inspiration for the 
“Passion for Fashion 
S e w i n g  Challenge,” 
sponsored b y  B a b y  
L o c k  a n d  A m e r i c a n  &  
Efird, that has 12 final- 

* ists designing a n d  s e w ­
ing garments on Friday 
a n d  Saturday, judged

during a fashion s h o w  
on Saturday a n d  dis­
played on S u n d a y  (simi­
lar to Lifetime’s Project 
Runway).

Attendees can learn 
tips a n d  techniques at 
make-n-take projects in 
vendor displays a n d  as 
they s e w  their o w n  project to take h o m e  at 
the S e w  Party Caf6 
sponsored b y  Country 
Stitches a n d  the Serger 
Studio sponsored b y  
Janome.

T h e  “Innovation 
Generation Fashion 
S h o w  Competition,” 
sponsored b y  B a b y  
L o c k  a n d  Coats &  Clark, 
will be held on Saturday 
for ages 8-18 w h o  k n o w  
the sewing process and 
have m a d e  their o w n  
garments. Entries are 
prejudged a n d  then 
w o r n  b y  the contestants 
on the E x p o  Fashion 
Stage.

Special displays and 
events will include the 
world of cosplay in 
“Bringing the Fantastic 
to Life;” art quilting in 
“Stripping with 
Friends;” free motion 
thread painting fiber 
art in “Eric Drexler 
Quilt Design Exhibit;” 
use of recycled materi­
als in “Recycle R u n ­
way;” ask the designer, 
scavenger hunt and 
costume m a k i n g  tips in 
the Social M e d i a  
Lounge; a n d  gifts for 
the first 100 s h o w  at­
tendees each day.

Attendees can w i n  a 
sewing m a c h i n e  each 
d a y  sponsored b y  B a b y  
L o c k  a n d  J a n o m e  or a 
D r e a m  S e w i n g  R o o m  on 
Sunday, sponsored by 
J a n o m e  and Gall S e w ­
ing and V a c u u m  C e n ­
ters of Michigan. Sho w -  
goers wearing anime, 
steampunk, historical,

TV, movie, video game, 
or com i c  b o o k  charac­
ters in the C o s t u m e  Contest Fashion S h o w  
on S u n d a y  are a w a r d e d  
prizes.

S h o w  exhibits in­
clude sewing machines, 
sergers, m a c h i n e  e m ­
broidery, fabrics and 
supplies, embellish­
ments, drafting, fitting, 
accessories, notions, threads, patterns, tech­
nology, kits, gadgets, 
embroidery designs, 
tools a n d  other products 
for fashion sewing, 
quilting, costuming, 
needle arts, h o m e  deco­
rating a n d  wearable and 
fiber arts. Sh o w g o e r s  
can attend over 170 
seminars, classes, w o r k ­
shops a n d  fashion 
shows.

“T h e  e x p o  is a per­
fect w e e k e n d  getaway 
for mothers, daughters, 
sisters or friends to 
learn to quilt or sew, 
test-drive sewing m a ­
chines a n d  be inspired 
b y  ‘s e w ’ m a n y  possibil­
ities,” said Pray.

S u b u r b a n  Collection 
Showplace is at 46100 
G r a n d  River Ave., Novi. 
S h o w  hours are 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday; and 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
P r e s h o w  wo r k s h o p s  are 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. W e d n e s ­
day, Sept. 23 and T h u r s ­
day, Sept. 24. E x p o  ad­
mission is $14 a n d  chil­
dren 15 a n d  younger are 
admitted free with a 
paying adult. One-hour 
seminars are $14, all­
d a y  workshops are $130 
and special combination 
packages are available. 
On-site parking is avail­
able for $5.

For m o r e  informa­
tion, visit w w w . a m e r -  
icansewingexpo.com or 
call 248-889-3111.
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WINDOWS FROM

A  M O N T H
At Kroll Construction, w o  spocializo in the 
hstallation of the kind of replacement 

windows that Michigan homeowners need 
to lower their energy costs and be more 

comfortable in their hom e s  year round Call us 
to schedule your free in-home consultation.

1*500 OFF
; A n y  S e t  o f  
; 5 W i n d o w s
[ Limited time offer - call nowl 
i Previous orders excluded.

*300 OFF:
; Guttergiove'; 

T h e  End of' Cleaning Gutters ;
J Limited time offer - call no*rt ,
l Previous orders excluded i

U P  T O*1000 OFF
K i t c h e n  o r  B a t h  

R e m o d e l i n g

DAV I D  V E SELENAK
Smokie's Cigar Bar an d L o u n g e  is looking to m o v e  from its former Northville Township location 
to Livonia.

S m o k y ’s Cigar Bar 
looks to relocate from 
Northville to Livonia
David Veselenak

Staff Writer

Livonia could see a 
n e w  spot for cigar s m o k ­
ers to spend s o m e  time 
with an adult beverage.

T h e  City Council will 
decide at its next m e e t ­
ing whether to approve a 
waiver petition to use a 
Class C  liquor license to 
allow for S m o k y ’s Cigar 
B a r  a n d  L o u n g e  to oper­
ate in the space formerly 
occupied b y  InkStop at 
37298 Six Mile in Nor t h ­
brook Plaza, just east of 
N e w b u r g h .

T h e  bar, whi c h  had 
operated in Northville 
Township for m a n y  
years, seeks to m o v e  to 
Livonia to improve the 
business.

Teresa Essa, the bar’s 
owner, said the former 
location in Northville 
Township m a d e  it diffi­
cult for customers to find 
a n d  locate her estab­
lishment. T h e  n e w  facil­
ity, she said, would have 
greater visibility.

“T h e  location I w a s  at, 
w e  w e r e  really far off the 
road. Really far,” she 
said. “At the end of the 
road, there’s a fence. B y  
the fence, there’s really, 
really tall bushes that, if 
y o u ’re sitting on Seven 
Mile a n d  y o u  look over, 
you k n o w  there’s a plaza 
but y o u  can’t tell w h a t ’s 
in there.”

T h e  proposed bar 
wou l d  be about 1,400 
square feet with about 22 
seats inside. T h e  bar 
wou l d  not b e  in compli­
ance with regulations 
that require 1,000 feet 
separation between Class 
C  liquor license holders,

as t w o  other restaurants 
in that area also current­
ly operate in that radius.

“That separation can 
b e  waived b y  you, City 
Council, but that is the 
only thing it does not 
c o m p l y  with,” said Scott 
Miller, a zoning m a n a g e r  
with the city.
Issues with s m o k e

While Michigan 
b a n n e d  s m o k i n g  in in­
door places b a c k  in 2010, 
the law allows s m o k i n g  
inside of existing cigar 
bars that serve food and 
drink provided 10 per­
cent of their gross in­
c o m e  c o m e s  f r o m  the 
on-site sale of cigars and 
the rental of on-site h u ­
midors. E s s a  said her bar 
w a s  grandfathered in 
under that law. Only 
cigars would be allowed 
to be s m o k e d  in the cigar 
bar; n o  other tobacco 
products wou l d  be al­
lowed.

C o u n c i l w o m a n  Cathy 
White said she k n o w s  a 
business o w n e r  in North­
ville w h o  o w n s  a shop 
near another cigar bar, 
a n d  said she had s o m e  
concerns regarding 
odors c o m i n g  f r o m  the 
business if it w e r e  to 
o p e n  u p  in that location.

S h e  said her acquaint­
ance told her odors have 
b e e n  an issue for him, 
and w a n t e d  to raise the 
issue with Essa over 
w h a t  she plans to do with 
odors.

“H e ’s indicated to m e  
that the cigar bar next to 
his business does venti­
late to the outdoors, and 
there are m a n y  times 
that he a n d  his customers 
can smell cigar odors,”

she said. “Sometimes, he 
indicates you can smell 
t h e m  a block away.”

Peter Tzilos, an archi­
tect w h o  is working on 
the cigar bar, said the 
planned S m o k e  Eaters 
for the bar are designed 
to handle cigar s m o k e  
odors f r o m  the inside 
without sending the 
smell outside.

“Th o s e  devices are 
indoor devices that are 
used to clean the air. 
T h e y ’re not necessarily 
exhausting air to the 
outside,” he said. “T h e y  
d o n ’t go next door or 
through the space or out 
the front door.”

T h e  City Council will 
take u p  the petition at its 
next regular meeting, 
currently scheduled for 
Aug. 22.

Several council m e m ­
bers voiced support for 
the project, saying it w a s  
in the city’s best interest 
to house this kind of busi­
ness so those customers 
d o n ’t n e e d  to leave the 
city for them.Councilman Brian 
M e a k i n  said he would 
support the petition, 
saying it w a s  a good op­
tion for Livonia to have.

“I think this is a n  item 
that’s b e e n  n eeded in this 
city,” he said. “W h e n  you 
w a n t  a cigar, y o u  d o n ’t 
have to go to Birming­
h a m  or W e s t  Bloomfield, 
so, having one in the 
neighborhood is going to 
be helpful.”
dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!

Don’t make mistake of not 
planning for the worst

couple w e e k s  ago,
I m e t  with a n e w  

i y % c l i e n t .  S h e ’s a 
w o m a n  in her mid- to late 
70s w h o  recently lost her 
husband. O u r  conversa­
tion mostly focused on 
her portfolio a n d  the 
changes n e eded to help 
her accomplish her goals 
a n d  objectives. W e  also 
talked about estate plan­
ning and, in particular, 
w h a t  will h a p p e n  if she is 
no longer able to handle 
her financial affairs.

W h e n  it c o m e s  to talk­
ing about estate plan­
ning, m o s t  people only 
focus upon w h a t  happens 
at the time of their death. 
In today’s c o m p l e x  
world, that is no longer 
sufficient. W e  all m u s t  
have a plan in place to 
deal with our finances if 
w e  are either physically 
or mentally unable to do 
so. If w e  are unable to 
handle our o w n  affairs, 
there needs to be s o m e ­
one w h o  can take over 
a n d  seamlessly m a n a g e  our finances —  s o m e o n e  
w e  have trust a n d  confi­
dence in a n d  w e  k n o w  
will operate in our best 
interest.

W h a t  m a d e  the con­
versation with m y  n e w  
client unique w a s  that the 
people you wou l d  think 
would typically b e  in a 
position to take over, her 
kids, w e r e  not the people 
she wanted. S h e  ex-

Rick
Bloom

M O N E Y
M A T T E R S

plained that she did not 
have a very good rela­
tionship with her kids 
a n d  that she felt that, 
f r o m  a financial stand­
point, they have taken 
advantage of her in the 
past a n d  she did not have 
confidence in them. U n ­
fortunately, stories like 
this are not unusual. In 
fact, w h e n  you look at the 
statistics, you will see the 
great majority of senior 
financial abuse cases 
c o m e  f r o m  family m e m ­
bers.I cannot stress e n ough 
h o w  important it is to 
have s o m e o n e  in place to 
take over if you are u n ­
able to do so. It doesn’t 
have to be a family m e m ­
ber. In m a n y  situations, 
close friends are better 
alternatives. Also, there’s 
nothing to prevent you 
f r o m  having two people 
take over so that there is 
a natural check a n d  bal­
ance in place. T h e  bottom 
line is that if y o u  d o n ’t appoint s o m e o n e  a n d  you 
are not able to handle 
your finances, y o u  could 
be in real trouble.

For m a n y  people, 
particularly for those 
w h o  do not w a n t  to n a m e

a family m e m b e r ,  they 
tend to put their h e a d  in 
the sand hoping the situa­
tion never occurs. U n ­
fortunately, if the situa­
tion does occur a n d  you 
d o n ’t have something in 
place, judges, courts and 
lawyers are going to be 
involved a n d  I can assure 
you that is not something 
y o u  would want.M y  recommendation, 
particularly for people 
w h o  are u p  in age, is to 
m a k e  sure that s o m e ­
thing is in place. Family 
m e m b e r s  are the obvious 
choice, but if that does 
not work, you need to 
c o m e  u p  with a Plan B. 
T h e  idea of doing nothing 
a n d  hoping that nothing 
bad happens is m u c h  too 
risky.O n e  last note, one of 
the best w a y s  to a c c o m ­
plish this is through a general durable p o w e r  of 
attorney. T h e  general 
durable p o w e r  of at­
torney allows s o m e o n e  to 
operate o n  your behalf 
without having judges, 
courts a n d  lawyers get 
involved in your personal 
affairs.

G o o d  luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His website is 
bloomassetmanagement.com. 
If you would like him to 
respond to questions, email 
rickQbloomasset 
management.com.
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Adding up to school success
Donated calculators 
via Salvation Army 
‘great opportunity,’ 

‘a big help,' 
teachers say
Julie Brown

Staff Writer

Brittany Lipcsik, 16, a 
P l y m o u t h  Sal e m  H i g h  
School junior, is a big 
P l y m o u t h  Salvation A r m y  
admirer.

“It’s run very well and 
effectively.” the Ply­m o u t h  Tbwnship teen said 
of the Salvation A r m y  
here a n d  worldwide.
“T h e y  do a great job here. 
T h e y  reach a lot of peo­
ple. T h e y ’ve created such 
a big n a m e  for t h e m ­
selves.”S h e ’s applying for the 
National H o n o r  Society 
this fall, a n d  w a s  a m o n g  
volunteers Monday, Aug. 
15, at the corps on M a i n  
Street helping distribute 
cases of donated calcula­
tors. “I just w a nted to 
help out,” explained Lipc­
sik as she unloaded boxes 
in the parking lot that 
afternoon.

Grateful teachers 
w e r e  glad to get their 
hands on the calculators. 
Joyce Napier teaches 
fourth grade at Canton’s 
Eriksson Elementary, and 
c a m e  with fifth-grade 
teacher colleague Jim 
Gut k o w s k i  of Eriksson.

“W e ’re excited,” Napi­
er said. “T h e y ’re going to 
help us teach m a t h  and 
science. T h e y  (students) 
have to have the skills to 
compete.” S h e ’s seeing 
demographics shift and 
greater financial n e e d  in 
Plymouth-Canton.

“T h e y  just d o n ’t have 
the supplies,” said Napier, 
w h o  finds the Salvation 
A r m y  calculators “a big 
help, a big help.”

Krista P i w k o  teaches 
second grade at Wild­
w o o d  Elementary in the 
Wayne-Westland district, 
whi c h  serves K-4 grades. 
“Amazing,” P i w k o  said. 
“For ail the kids w h o  d o n ’t 
have the supplies for 
school, amazing. T h e y ’re 
going to b e  able to use a 
tool they didn’t have in 
the past. This is a great 
opportunity for our 
school.”

A d d e d  P i w k o  of her 
entire school, “E v e r y  kid 
in our school will have a 
n e w  calculator to start 
the year.” S h e  h a d  been 
sharing calculators 
a m o n g  students in her 
class in the past.
'Helping anybody'

Laurie Aren, the corps’ 
director of family and 
c o m m u n i t y  ministries, 
said, “Today, w e  serve the

Hard-working volunteers at the Plymouth Salvation A r m y  use an assembly line to process the donated calculators M o n d a y .  Aug. 15, in the gym.
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JULIE B R O W N
Liam Murray, 13, of Canton pushes donated calculators into 
the g y m  of the Plymouth Salvation A r m y  M o n d a y ,  Aug. 15. 
He's a seventh-grader at Liberty Middle School w h o  
volunteered his time.

whole Southeast Michi­
gan area,” as she sur­
v e y e d  the operation and 
pitched in. “W e ’re helping 
a n y b o d y  w h o  pulls in our 
driveway.”

T h e  189,000 calcula­
tors c a m e  originally from 
G erber Life Operations 
of Fremont, Michigan, 
then to A r c h w a y  M a r k e t ­
ing of R o m u l u s  in an 
apparent overstock. A r e n 
used social m e d i a  to get 
w o r d  out quickly to n o n ­
profits a n d  schools.

E n v o y  J i m  Hulett of 
the Wayne-Westland 
Salvation A r m y  drove a 
n a v y  blue v a n  over to 
P l y m o u t h  to take two 
cases with 60 calculators 
in a box, about 2,400 total. 
“That’s a lot of calcula­
tors,” noted Hulett in 
loading up the van with 
volunteer help.Wayne-Westland will 
use those for its after­
school program, and also 
give calculators out 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,

JULIE B R O W N
Everett Caldwell, 15, of Canton volunteered M o n d a y ,  Aug. 15, 
with distribution of donated calculators at the Plymouth 
Salvation Ar my. He's a lOth-grader at Plymouth High School.

Aug. 27, at A t t w o o d  Park 
in W a y n e  during a Family 
Day. That’s mainly for 
s u m m e r  d a y  c a m p  kids, 
Hulett explained, al­
though others can s h o w  
up, too.

His corps also plans to 
give out calculators at 
Christmas. It’s c o m m o n  
for Salvation A r m y  units 
to share resources.

“W h e n  w e  get large 
donations like this, w e  
certainly try to,” A r e n  
said. “O n e  time, w e  got

900 pounds of frozen 
chickens. W h e n  w e  get 
stuff, w e  share.” 

Calculators, s o m e  
3,240, w e n t  M o n d a y  to 
B a y  City, also serving 
Saginaw a n d  Midland. 
W a s h t e n a w  County, the 
D e a r b o r n  Public Schools, 
schools in Southwest 
Detroit a n d  others also 
stopped by. V a n  B u r e n  
Public Schools planned a 
Tbesday visit, A r e n  said, 
as did other Salvation 
A r m y  units.

' W e  are so blessed'
A r e n  added, “These 

volunteers are pretty 
doggone a w e s o m e .  W e  
put out the Bat-signal 
Friday. This is awesome. 
W h e n  w e  put out the call 
for help, this happens all 
the time. W e  are so 
blessed.”Everett Caldwell, 16, a 
P l y m o u t h  H i g h  School 
lOth-grader f r o m  Canton, 
said of his volunteering, 
“Just helping people in 
need.” His parents e n ­
couraged h i m  “a little 
bit.”

“I think it’s good,” said 
Caldwell, w h o ’d encour­
age other teens to volun­
teer. “It helps t h e m  with 
college as well.”

L i a m  Murray, 13, of 
Canton is a Liberty M i d ­
dle School seventh-grad­
er w h o  also helped. H e ’s 
applying for the National 
Junior H o n o r  Society.

M o m  Trisha M u r r a y  
said, “I like h i m  to do 
volunteer work. I h a d  m y  
sons w o r k  at the food 
pantry at O p e n  D o o r  
Ministry. I like the kids to 
b e  involved.”

M u r r a y  also has older 
sons, a 15-year-old 10th- 
grader at Canton Prepa­
ratory H i g h  School a n d  a 
17-year-old senior at Sa­
lem.

“I w a n t  m y  boys to 
learn appreciation and 
gratitude,” TVisha M u r ­
ray said. “I like to get m y  
kids involved to give 
back.”

S U B M I T T E D
Reese McClelland of Ma diso n Heights gabs on the p h o n e 
during a scene fr om M o t o r  City Youth Theatre's production of 
“Bye Bye Birdie."

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

M o t o r  City Youth 
Theater ( M C Y T )  will lose 
its insurance unless it 
replaces the roof on its 
Grantland Street play­
house.

N a n c y  Florkowski, 
M C Y T  founder a n d  direc­
tor, estimates the roof 
will cost $10,000-$12,000, 
a hefty price for the Livo­
nia-based troupe that has 
called 27555 Grantland 
its h o m e  for 11 years. She 
tried selling the two-floor 
building earlier this year, 
hoping she’d find a one- 
story ven u e  locally that 
could a c c o m m o d a t e  
wheelchairs, but had no 
takers.

N o w  she’s simulta­
neously leading a Go- 
F u n d M e  c a m p a i g n  online 
for the roof while holding 
rehearsals for " B y e  B y e  
Birdie,” at the playhouse.

T h e  cast of 14 youth 
actors will perform 7-10

p.m. Friday, Aug. 19 a n d  2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Aug. 19-20 at the G r a n ­
tland Street theater. 
Tickets are $5-$10, avail­
able at eventbrite.eom/e/ 
bye-bye-birdie- 
tickets-27081615842.

T h e  G o F u n d M e  c a m ­
paign has raised m o r e  
than $5,000 in t w o  weeks. 
Nearly 100 supporters 
have aided the cause,

wishing the theater “good 
luck” and expressing 
praise a n d  gratitude for 
Florkowski’s w o r k  with 
y o u n g  actors.

“Both m y  children 
have spent m a n y  hours 
training, building, learn­
ing a n d  expressing their 
creativity under Nancy,” 
Tiffany Tt’oost wrote in 
an email to the Observer. 
" M y  daughter w e n t  on to

attend Churchill H i g h  
School to be part of the 
Creative a n d  Performing 
Arts p r o g r a m  (CAPA). 
S h e  is n o w  a student at 
Western Michigan U n i ­
versity pursuing a degree 
in Fine Arts. M y  son is a 
senior in the fall at C h u r ­
chill H i g h  School a n d  also 
in the C A P A  program.”

TYoost said Florkowski 
a n d  her staff h a d  "con­
tributed to m y  children 
as well as m a n y  children 
throughout the years.”
Kids a n d  adults

Although M C Y T  also 
stages at least one s h o w  
annually with adult ac­
tors, “kids c o m e  first.” 
Youngsters perform 
Shakespeare in July and 
other sho w s  throughout 
the year. This fall adults 
a n d  youth actors will 
c o m e  together for the 
first time to perform 
one-act plays.

“I’ve had kids in 
Shakespeare w h o  w e r e

severely dyslexic, autis­
tic. I take everyone,” 
Florkowski said. She is 
proud of the teaching m e t h o d s  she has used for 
26 years.“I treat kids as h u m a n  
beings. Kids are treated 
like equals. T h e y  help m e  
block a n d  do the dances. 
It’s t h e m  being leaders.”

M C Y T  has a chair lift 
for audience m e m b e r s  
w h o  can’t climb stairs to 
the second-floor theater, 
but it doesn’t w o r k  well 
for y o u n g  wheelchair 
users.

“O n e  level wou l d  be 
wonderful. All o n  one 
level. I’v e  had parents 
say m y  (wheelchair- 
bound) child wants to do 
theater but y o u  can’t 
have t h e m  here,” she 
said.“People stand outside 
a n d  freeze in the winter 
because w e  have no lob­
by.”Florkowski dropped 
plans for expanding the

Grantland playhouse 
after discovering she’d 
have to enlarge a n d  i m ­
prove the parking lot.
T h e  project price tag w a s  
approximately $100,000.

S h e  has m i x e d  feelings 
about the building, but 
says she loves it a n d  caUs 
it “hom e . ”

" E v e n  if w e  sell the 
building, w e  have to put a 
n e w  roof on it. T h e  roof is 
old a n d  it’s going to have 
to b e  replaced before 
winter. A n d  it’s steep, so 
it’s costly. Y o u  can tell b y  
looking at it that it’s not 
good.

“O u r  insurance c o m ­
p a n y  said get a n e w  roof 
or w e  w o n ’t w o r k  with 
you. W e  p a y  almost 
$3,000 a year in insurance 
a n d  I w a s  thinking that 
w a s  a lot.”S h e  a n d  her husband, 
Fred, w h o  assists with the 
theater, are looking into 
other insurance carriers.
sdargayQhometownlife.com

Maybe it's not you.
Maybe it's your high school.
Many great kids from the area's big public high schools are glad they transferred 
to FlexTech in Novi. Tuition-free. Smaller class sizes. Call 248-426-8530 to discuss. F L E X
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O B S E R V E R  &  ECCENTRIC M E D I A  
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M

O u r  f u ndam enta l purposes are to en hanc e 
the lives of our readers, nurture the 
h o m e t o w n s  w e  serve a n d  contribute 
to the business success of our customers.

O U R  VIEWSTeam teaching: Parents have key role 
to play in starting school year strong

Sending a child off to school for the first time soon? 
It’s a pro u d  m o m e n t ,  to be sure, but can also be a 
stressful one. T h e  National Education Association, a 
teachers union that includes the Michigan Education 
Association, has sound advice for jittery parents.

» Let your child d o  simple chores like setting the 
table at mealtimes or cleaning u p  toys after playing.

» En c o u r a g e  independent toileting a n d  h a n d  wash-
» Let your child w o r k  independently on activities 

such as completing puzzles.
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  skills are also important for chil­

dren. Listening a n d  speaking are the first steps to 
reading a n d  writing in the preschool years, the N E A  
notes on its website. T h r o u g h  conversations with par­
ents, teachers a n d  friends, children learn about the 
people, places a n d  objects that they will later read 
a n d  write about. It’s through speaking that you n g 
children tell us w h a t  they k n o w  a n d  understand about 
the world. v

T o  m a k e  sure that your child can c o m m u n i c a t e  his 
or her thoughts a n d  feelings in school, the organiza­
tion notes y o u  should, a m o n g  other things:

» H a v e  regular conversations with your child.
» E n c o u r a g e  your child to listen a n d  respond to 

others w h e n  they speak.
» A n s w e r  your child’s questions, e v e n  if the a n ­

s w e r  is “no.”
» H e l p  your child learn a n d  use n e w  words.

» Explore language through singing, rhyming, 
songs and chants.T h e  N E A  (w w w . n ea.org) has parent resource 
guides: A  Parent’s G u i d e  to Raising R e a d y  Readers, A  
Parent’s Guide to Helping Y o u r  Child Learn to Read, 
A  Parent’s G ui d e  to Raising Scientifically Literate 
Children, a n d  A  Parent’s Gui d e  to Helping Y o u r  Child 
with T o d a y ’s M a t hF o r  m o r e  Parent’s Guides, visit www.nea.org/par- 
ents/nearesources-parents.html.

T h e  N E A  notes for a c a d e m i c  readiness, through 
play a n d  interactions with caring adults, children can 
c o m e  to school with m a n y  skills that teachers can 
build upon. To get your child academically ready for 
school, you should:

» R e a d  to your child daily a n d  talk about what 
y o u ’v e  read.

» Visit the library. C h e c k  out books a n d  attend sto­
ry times.» Sing r h y m i n g  songs and do finger plays.

» Put your child’s first n a m e  o n  their clothing and 
toys to help h i m  or her recognize their n a m e  in print.

» Enc o u r a g e  your child to write his or her name.
» H e l p  your child learn basic colors b y  pointing 

a n d  n a m i n g  objects like “green trees,” “red apples,” 
or “blue coats.”

Being able to get along with other children, follow 
directions, take turns, a n d  say “g o o d b y e ” to parents 
are skills that kindergarten teachers hope to see f r o m

incoming children. T o  get your child socially ready 
for school, you should:

» Set rules a n d  give consequences for breaking 
them.

» En c o u r a g e  your child to play with a n d  talk to oth­
er children.

» En c o u r a g e  your child to take turns a n d  share 
with other children.

» Encourage your child to finish difficult or frus­
trating tasks once they have b e g u n  them.

» Encourage your child to consider the feelings of 
others.

» M o d e l  a n d  discuss positive w a y s  for your child to 
express his or her feelings.

Independence matters too as y o u n g  children head 
into the classroom. Parents can help b y  buying shoes 
a n d  clothes that are easy for kids to buckle, zip or fas­
ten on their own. Y o u  should also encourage your 
child to dress independently for school.

Finally, d o n ’t hesitate to talk to the teacher about 
your worries, and do so courteously, keeping in m i n d  
the teacher is responsible for other children’s educa­
tion, too. For m a n y  teachers, email w o r k s  best with 
their b u s y  schedules.

Parenting a n d  teaching are both big jobs, a n d  i m ­
portant ones. A s  E m m e t  the construction w orker 
notes in “T h e  L E G O  Movie,” “Everything is cool 
w h e n  y o u ’re part of a team.” Let’s put the focus on 
t e a m w o r k  this school year.

L E T T E R S
C a n t o n  g o v e r n m e n t  
w o r k s  well

U n a c c u s t o m e d  as I a m  
to sitting d o w n  a n d  writ­
ing a n d  old-fashioned 
letter to the editor, I feel 
compelled to m a k e  it 
k n o w n  that m y  local 
g o v e r n m e n t  is working 
just fine. In fact, they 
excel at customer ser­

vice.
I paid m y  water bill 

using the night deposit 
b o x  at the Canton admini­
stration building located 
on Canton Center Road. 
In the process of putting 
the bill in the deposit 
box, I also accidentally 
put in m y  b a n k  deposit 
for m y  dental practice.

B y  the time I realized

m y  mistake, the two 
envelopes h a d  disap­
peared into the abyss of 
the fortified night depos­
it box.

I called the water 
department the next day 
a n d  they reported that 
they h a d  found it. I ex­
plained that I wou l d  be 
right d o w n  to retrieve 
m y  misplaced deposit. 
T h e y  kindly explained 
not only wou l d  they hold 
it for me, but if I trusted 
them, they offered to 
take it to the b a n k  for 
m e .  N o w  that is service.

In a time w h e n  m a n y  
of us feel that our g o v ­
e r n m e n t  is out of touch 
and frustrated that w e  
are forced to choose

b e t w e e n  t w o  poor candi­
dates for president, I a m  
proud to report that our 
local g o v e r n m e n t  is 
working. Yes, I trusted 
t h e m  to m a k e  the deposit 
for me. T h e y  s h o w e d  m e  
they cared a n d  reminded 
m e  that the majority of 
g o v e r n m e n t  is m a d e  up 
of good people w h o  just 
w a n t  to help.

T h a n k s  to the e m p l o y ­
ees of Canton Township. 
Y o u r  customer service 
a n d  neighborly kindness 
is appreciated.

Patrick J Nolan DDS Canton
T h a n k  y o u  S a l e m

T h a n k  you to all our 
friends a n d  neighbors for

y o u r  e ncouragement and 
support. O u r  bid to repre­
sent Sal e m  Township as 
trustees fell just short. In 
fact, the results w e r e  
very close.

W h a t  started as a 
small grassroots group of 
concerned S a l e m  resi­
dents has g r o w n  into a 
coalition of hundreds of 
supporters w h o  are just 
as passionate about pro­
tecting our peaceful 
rural lifestyle a n d  having 
a diverse g o v e r n m e n t  as 
w e  are.

W e  are certainly not 
giving up. M a n y  of you 
thanked us for m a k i n g  
y o u  a w a r e  of our current 
township challenges and 
offering practical solu­

tions. W e  believe in our 
rural character a n d  that 
it is wor t h  protecting.

D u e  to your over­
w h e l m i n g  support and 
m a n y  residents urging us 
to continue with a write- 
in campaign, w e  are 
strongly considering this 
option for the Nov. 8 
general election. M a y b e  
w e  will see y o u  then!

O n c e  again, thank you 
for your trust a n d  sup­
port. O u r  m o s t  sincere 
gratitude.

Kim Whiteside, Mark 
Griffith, Larry Petroskey, 

Wayne Wallazy
Salem Township

CANTON

O b s e r v e r
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Joe’s Smokehouse Meats ^
Baby Back Bibs - Spar e Bibs - Sausages 

Great for family gatherings!!
Try them ALL!!!

33066 W. Seven Mile Road Livonia, Ml 48152248.477.4323
HOURS: SUNDAY 9-7; MON-SAT 9-8

i S 2  USDA Premium W  choice AngusNew York Strip Steak$9.99 m
Save $8.00

M E A T
r v ^  etui

■
S 3  USDA Premium Choice AngusChuckRoast$4.99 ib

USDA Premium Choice AngusCowboyRibeye$9.99 ib

StuffedChickenRreastBaconMuensterorSpinachFeta$4.99 ib
Save $1.00

Sale valid 8-18-16 thru 8-24-16
While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change, 
largest Fresh Meal &  Seafood Counter In the Areal

W I N E  
C E L L A R

Villa Pozzi Wines
$ 8 . 9 9  B u

Save $5.00

Save $2.00
CHOICE

USDA Premium Choice AngusGround Reef from Chuck$3.19 m
Save $1.00

USDAChoice AngusTop Sirloin Steak$7.99 ib

Premium Fresh- All NaturalPork Steaks$1.99 ib
Save $1.00

Meomi
PiuotNoir$15.99 bu

LeinenkugelBeers$7.99
6 pack

Nobilo
Sauvignon Blanc$9.99 bu

Bell'sUberon Ale$8.99
6 pack

S a c .  $2. 00

Samuel Adams Brewing Co.$7.99
6 pack

Entrees to GoItalianChicken Cutlets$3.99 ib

Fresh-All NaturalRoneless Pork Roast$2.99 ib
Save $1.00 Save $1.00

Fresh-All NaturalPork Sirloin Chops$2.49 III

Fresh-Housemans®SheboyganRratwurst$3.99 m
Save $1.00 Save $1.00

SEAFOOD
Fresh Wild Caught Ready to EatCooted Tiger31/40 ctCoho Salmon Fillets$13.99 in

■Save $2.00

MarylandOysters890 ea

Shrimp$8.99 ib
Save $6.00

Fresh Wild CaughtCod Fillets$6.99 m

f i r

Save $2.00

M E A T  &  S E A F O O D ’S
G R O C E R Y

Guy Fieri Asian Gourmet
BBQ Sauces Sesame Teriyaki
$3"  $3.99

The Spice Hunter Tillamook
Global Fusion Thick Sliced 
Spice Rubs Cheeses$3.99 $5.99

Housemade Entrees to GoPesto Salmon$5.99 ea
Save $1.00

Peeled &R a w  Shrimp 16/20 ct$10.99 ib
Save $2.00

Wild CaughtSnapper Fillets(pf)$9.99 ib
lip Sauce$5.99

Save $4.00

Szeged
Hungarian Spices

2 / $ 6

North AmericanLobster Tails 4oz$5.99 ea
Save $2.00

Wild CaughtGrouper Fillets (pn$12.99 ib
Save $2.00



C r a z y  d a y  a t  w o r k  o r  h o m e ? .

J u s t  d o n ’t f e e l  l i k e  c o o k i n g ?
Joe’s Produce G o u r m e t  Market not only offers M

Gourmet Market

F r e s h  • L o c a l  • N a t u r a l

the freshest fruits a n d  vegetables, but also
■'") l<$#l

boasts an array of delicious Chef prepar ed 
entrees, salads a n d  pastries.

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152
248.477.4333

Sale valid 8-18-16 fflra 8-24-16 
Hours: Sun 9-7: Mon-Sat 9-8While Supplies Last • Prices sublectto change.

See the previous page tor 
tautastic items from...

P R O D U CE
Michigan Seedless|l|yF^ Michigan Red & RipeWatermelonDw"*: Tomatoes

- 4  S e a s o n  \

Michigan Sweet & JuicyHoney Rocks
Michigan B i - C o l M i c h i g a n  Sweet^JuicySweet Cornj V ^ R e a c h e sp j r s i M M  me

R e d *  Green Grapes $1.49 m

largest Fresh Meat &  Seafood Counter In theHreal
Highest Quality Haml-Selected Fruits a n d  Vegetables
Over1000 Items from Gourmet &  Domestic Cheeses to Premium Dell Meats &  Freshly Made Salads

Joe's Meat 
& Seafood

Organic

Blackberries
2 / $ 6

Red &  Green Grapes$2.99 m  _ _ _
Well Piet Raby CarrotsS ™ " 66""15 2/$3llbbag $Z.B9jkg

m
Eckrich hot Kowalski

Regular Bard Pn|GIi Olive A

^ a *a |n ,  A ,SlJin, .  55.49«.
S<1”  *'-W

Kiahns S^'sneail
H a m # 32^  smoked Turkey

$7.99 »

Sahlen’sOven Roasted

. ^ i i i
S 0 B  $2. 00

Boar’s HeadTavernHam Boar!; Head

Save $3.00

O l d T y m eSwissCheese$4.59 it
Smjei$2.QQ

Boar!> Head

$859
Save $ 1 M

Kowalski
KieUxua 

& Old FashionLoaf
$ M t »

Boar’s HeadMuenster Cheese Boar!; Head

StuffedChicken RreastBacon Muenster or Spinach Feta$4.99 m
Save $1.00

Fresh Wild CaughtCod Fillets

N e w  York Strip Steak$9.99 m
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T h e y ’ r e  g r e a t  o n  t h e  l a k e
Area sailors win 

fourth straight Port 
Huron-to-Mackinac 

Island race
Dan O'Meara

Staff Writer

Chris Benedict a n d  his t e a m  
of sailors have d o n e  it again, 
adding to their impressive 
record of success in the Bell’s 
B e e r  B a y v i e w  M a c k i n a c  Race.

T h e  veteran c r e w  aboard 
the Sha p e  sailed to its fourth 
consecutive in-class c h a m p i ­
onship a n d  fifth win in six 
years July 16-18 during the 
annual event on L a k e  Huron.

W i n n i n g  never gets old for 
P l y m o u t h ’s Benedict, w h o  
co-owns the sailboat with long­
time friend W i n  C ooper III of 
Fenton.

“It’s an unusual stat to have 
four wins in a row,” Benedict 
said. “T he r e  are very few 
boats that have ever done that. 
Part of m e  feels a little selfish.

“Should w e  b a c k  a w a y  f r o m  
the race a n d  let other people 
have an opportunity to win? 
T h e  competitive side of m e  
says, ‘Y o u  n e e d  to go out there 
to defend a n d  b e  the boat to 
beat.’

“I think the competition 
feels the same. T h e  right thing 
to do is to stick m y  nose in 
there a n d  go at it again.”

A  m a j o r  advantage for the 
Sha p e  is the consistency of the 
crew. Eight of the nine m e m ­
bers h a v e  sailed in the last 
seven races a n d  represent 222 
years of experience.

T h e  n e w c o m e r  w a s  B e n e ­
dict’s 21-year-old son Everett. 
His oldest son, C a m e r o n ,  23, 
participated in his 12th consec­
utive Port Huron-to-Mackinac 
Island event.

“Before the race starts, w e  
h a v e  a t e a m  lunch d o w n  be­
low,” Benedict said. “W e  talk 
about strategy, t e a m  shifts and 
things that h a v e  b e e n  success­
ful in the past.

“W e  didn’t d o  a n y  of that 
this year. It w a s  like w e  w e r e  
really comfortable with what 
w e ’v e  b e e n  doing. W e  just 
w e n t  out there a n d  said: ‘Let’s 
g o  at it.’

“Unfortunately for Everett, 
the first year he c o m e s  with 
us, w e  d o n ’t do it. H e  h a d  to fly 
b y  the seat of his pants, but he 
adapted to it a n d  did well on 
his first race.”

T h e  other m e m b e r s  of the 
c r e w  are Steven Bradley, E d  
Ely, Dale M c N a b b ,  Richard 
Birdsall a n d  W i n  C o o p e r  Sr., 
w h o  taught Benedict, 50, h o w  
to sail as a teen.

“T h e  diversity in personal­
ities a m o n g  the c r e w  is a good 
thing,” Benedict said. “It stim­
ulates a lot of debate. W e  d o n ’t

See SHAPE, Page B2

S U BMITTED
C a m e r o n  (from left), Everett an d Chris Benedict are about to set sail in the Port Huron-to-Mackinac race.

“It was raining 
a n d  hailing so 
hard it hurt your 
face. W e  were 
getting pelted.
All of a sudden, 
the storm blows 
east of us. W e  
can see
Mackinac Island; 
w e  can see the 
bridge a n d  the 
lights in the 
distance. ”
CHRIS BENEDICT
co-owner of the Shape, which sailed 
to its fourth consecutive in-class 
championship and fifth win in six 
years

L A U R E N
H A R J U

Co-owner
Chris
Benedict of 
Plymouth 
an d the 
other 
m e m b e r s  
of the crew 
onboard 
the
“Shape"
sailed to a
fourth
straight
Mackinac
victory.

D a n  W a n s h o n  b e c a m e  a co-owner of Little Caesars franchises with his wife 
Brooke an d in-laws Britt a n d  Fred Julien.

W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W ?

WINNING INGREDIENTS
Former Chief Wanshon making his mark in pizza industry

Ed Wright
Staff Writer

B a c k  in the day, w h e n  his 
hair w a s  too long to be fully 
contained b y  his C a nton Chiefs 
football helmet, D a n  W a n s h o n  
w a s  one of the m o s t  tenacious, 
focused a n d  prepared line­
backers to step on a high 
school gridiron.

It is not a stretch to say that 
once the opening kickoff as­
cended into the cool, a u t u m n  
Friday night air, W a n s h o n  w a s

hot a n d  ready.
S o m e  things never change.
O n  TYiesday afternoon, as a 

steady stream of customers 
strolled into the Little Caesars 
store located on Sheldon R o a d  
in Plymouth, the 26-year-old 
W a n s h o n  —  his hair n o w  busi­
ness-like short a n d  his 6-foot 
f r a m e  about 30 p ounds lighter than in his playing days (mo r e  
free safety-ish than lineback­
er) —  elegantly reflected on

See WANSHON, Page B4

Blue Devil tops 
in U.S. Amateur

D u k e  University sopho­
m o r e  Alex Smalley of 
W a k e  Forest, N.C., fash­
ioned a suitable B e n  H o ­
gan impression Thesday to 
earn stroke-play medalist 
honors in the 116th U.S. 
A m a t e u r  C h a mpionship at 
Oakland Hills Country 
Club’s Nor t h  a n d  South 
courses.

Smalley shot a 7-under- 
par 133 to tie for the sec­
ond-lowest 36-hole score in 
the history of the c h a m p i ­
onship.

H e  finished one stroke 
behind the championship 
m a r k  of 132 shared by 
H a n k  K i m  (1994), G r egor 
M a i n  (2011) a n d  B o b b y  
Wya t t  (2012).

“I’m  kind of shaking a 
little bit, still; I’m  not sure 
w h a t  to feel,” Smalley said. 
“This is m y  first U.S. A m a ­
teur, so it’s kind of cool. 
Medalist is nice, but w e ’ve 
still got a lot m o r e  golf to 
go.”Smalley posted a 2- 
und e r  68 to sit atop the 
leader board. H e  shot a 
bogey-free 65 M o n d a y  on 
the North Course.

“I just got off to a good 
start, h a d  three birdies on 
the front nine a n d  just 
kept it going,” Smalley 
said. “Again, I didn’t miss 
very m a n y  greens. I just 
hit the ball solid all the 
w a y  around.”

Playing in the rainy 
m o r n i n g  session, D a w s o n  
Armstrong, of Brentwood, 
Tenn., a n d  Gav i n  Hall, of 
Pittsford, N.Y., finished 
one stroke behind Smalley, 
at 134.

Armstrong, a 20-year- 
old L i p s c o m b  University 
junior, fired an even-par 
70, a n d  University of T e x ­
as senior Hall, 21, logged a 
1-under 69 on the iconic 
South Course, wh i c h  has 
hosted six U.S. Opens.

“T h e  players that have 
w o n  here are very highly 
renowned,” said A r m ­
strong, the 2015 Western 
A m a t e u r  a n d  D o g w o o d  
Invitational champion.
“It’s a privilege to get to 
keep on going a n d  still 
h a v e  a chance to be in the 
likes of J a c k  Nicklaus, 
Arnold Palmer, just great 
players. It’s a real honor.”

N i c k  Carlson, a U n iver­
sity of Michigan sopho­
m o r e  f r o m  Hamilton, 
Mich., w a s  the only player 
f r o m  the host state to qual­
ify for m a t c h  play at 1- 
over 141.

Widzinski Golf 
at Tanglewood

T h e  fourth annual D a ­
vid Widzinski C o m m u n i t y  
Golf Classic will b e  played 
Sunday, Sept. 4, at Tangle- 
w o o d  Golf Course in South 
Lyon

T h e  daylong event be­
gins with a 9 a.m. M a s s  at 
Catholic Central H i g h  
School in Novi.

Golfer registration 
starts at 11 a.m. T h e r e  will 
be a shotgun start at noon. 
Dinner will be served at 
6:30 p.m. a n d  will be fol­
lowed b y  dancing until 
midnight.

T h e  cost for golf, dinner 
a n d  dancing is $100 per 
golfer. It’s $33 per person 
for dinner a n d  dancing.

T h e  event, w h i c h  b e n e ­
fits the Society of Notre 
D a m e  de B o n  Secours, 
includes golf contests, 
raffles, auctions, cash bar 
a n d  live band.

F o r  m o r e  information 
a n d  to register, visit 
www.davidliveson.com.

BOB JEANNOTTE BUICK G M COpen Saturday August 20th and Saturday August 27th
2016 BUICK ENCORE

STM160034. 24 MONTH LEASEm s  nsa:
CM IMPlOrt! DISCOUNT SVIRYOMrS PRICE

N » - ' - TT ^ U M j k

m m
CCMXOT - EKKflJTS Ktt COKHTK IKS CttOLEt

S M C
2016 BUICK VERANO

STK#160254. 24 MONTH LEASE$139 $179Mo.
CM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT EVERYONE'S PRICE

NOSECURIT 
DEPOSIT!

131BRC1H4RBEU UBKS: CCMPT^M l£A3
COOET - BEBOKS m  CCIRT^E ll« CiMEST

2016 BUICK REGAL TURBO
STK#6990. 24 MONTH LEASE$139 $299:

CM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT EVERYONE'S PRICE

NOo W '

T319RT15 S a m *  RML! tees ATH CIIRTTN? 
c a ^  - omiesi

2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE1
STKI170049. 24 MONTH LEASE$139 $189

CM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT EVERYONE'S PRICE
NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT!

•a a n a s  4 a m i  m s  »©e3$ m  le»3 0>iQ£H"5E3tP£;TOir:!C3fSiT4El£*£COMlEST

2016 GMC SIERRA DOUBLE CAB 4WD
STK#160243. 24 MONTH LEASE

Me$161 $229
CM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT EVERYONE'S PRICE
NO SECURITY 
DEPOSITI _

■ai apj's i a m i  m i  tee* it- a n  ac i*5

2016 GMC YUKON SLE 4WD
STK« 160354, 36 MONTH LEASE$319 $369

CM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT EYERYONE’S PRICE
NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT!

1 4 9 4 9  S H E L D O N  R O A D  • P L Y M O U T H  • 734-453-2500 • w w w . j e a n n o t t e . c o m  M  &  Th. 9-9; Tue, W  & F 9-6



Penguins’ Porter visits 
Plymouth with cherished 

Stanley Cup in tow
Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Every Stanley C u p  champion 
has his day with the treasured 
silver chalice, whether super- 
stars like Sidney Crosby or role 
players like Kevin Porter.

T h e  latter, w h o  hails from 
Plymouth, brought the National 
Hockey League championship 
holy grail to Kellogg Park on 
Sunday, where several hundred 
hockey fans stopped by to get a 
glimpse of Porter and the cup.

Porter signed autographs and 
greeted fans young and hold, 
m a n y  sporting Pittsburgh jer­
seys, during the event which in 
part was sponsored by Westborn 
Market.

The 30-year-old forward re­
ceived a hometown hero’s wel­
c o m e  despite playing for a rival 
of the Detroit R e d  Wings. In 
2015-16, Porter tallied three as­
sists in 41 regular-season con­
tests for the Penguins.

H e  is no stranger to metro 
Detroit, having played two sea­
sons for U S A  Hockey’s National 
T e a m  Development Program 
(then based in A n n  Arbor) in 
2002-03 and 2003-04, before 
playing at University of Michi­
gan from 2004-08. T h e  N T D P  
currently is based out of U S A  
Hockey Arena in Plymouth.

Porter was the Hobie Baker 
winner with the Wolverines in 
2007-08 (33 goals and 30 assists 
in 43 games) and so far has 
played parts of eight years in 
the N H L .

In addition to Pittsburgh, he 
has m a d e  N H L  stops in Phoenix, 
Colorado and Buffalo, and has 
58 points (29 goals, 29 assists) in 
247 career games.

t5mith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TlmSmith_Sports 
Download our free apps for iPhone, iPad or 
Android!

PORTER-TOWN

R E N A  LAVERTY/USA H O C K E Y
Pittsburgh Penguins forward a n d  former Wolverine Kevin Porter talks with y o u n g  fans at Plymouth's Kellogg Park on Sunday. Porter posed for 
photos a n d  signed autographs for a couple of hours for fans.

Kevin Porter of the Pittsburgh Penguins carries the Stanley C u p  to Fans lined u p  around the perimeter of Kellogg Park to m e e t  Pittsburgh
Kellogg Park in Plymouth. Penguins forward Kevin Porter.

Th e cr ew of the sailboat Sh ape receives the championship flag at the awards ce remo ny o n  Mackinac Island. Th e cr ew m e m b e r s  are (from left) Ed Ely, Chris Benedict Everett Benedict Dale 
M c N a b b ,  W i n  Cooper, W i n  Cooper III, Steve Bradley, C a m e r o n  Benedict an d Rick Birdsall.

SHAPE
Continued from Page B1

a l w a y s  agree. T h e  diversity of opi­
nion helps us m a k e  g o o d  decisions.”
B a d  w e a t h e r  hits

T h e  experience factor c a m e  into 
play S u n d a y  night as the S h a p e  
n e a r e d  the Straits of Mac k i n a c .  A  
h u g e  s t o r m  w a s  blowing through the 
area, a n d  the worst part w a s  o n  the 
southern end.

“It nailed us,” Benedict said, a d d ­
ing the w i n d  r e a c h e d  55 m p h  a n d  
overloaded the instruments. ‘‘W e  
b l a n k e d  out. T h e  m a s t  w a s  shaking 
like m a d e .  Y o u  almost g o  into save- 
the-boat m o d e .

“T h e  entire c r e w  g r e w  u p  o n  small 
boats as kids, so w e  w e r e  u s e d  to 
sailing without instruments. W e  w e n t  
to w o r k  like a n o r m a l  d a y  of sailing. 
W e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  that a n d  gained on 
the other boats during the storm.”
U p  to the task

Benedict, w h o  w a s  in c h a r g e  of the 
t e a m  sailing the boat at that time, 
loves the challenge of doing so in 
r o u g h  weather.

“W e  w e r e  enjoying the radical sail 
a n d  the ride,” he said. “This is w h a t  
w e  tried to d o  as m u c h  as w e  could as 
kids. T h e  h a rder the w i n d  w a s  the 
m o r e  w e  w a n t e d  to be out there in the 
b e a c h  boats. T h a t ’s w h e r e  w e  really 
learned h o w  to sail.

“W e  w e r e  h a ving the t i m e  of our 
lives in v e r y  b a d  conditions. It’s an

opportunity to put y o u r  skills to 
work, a n d  w e ’ve d o n e  it several times 
in those conditions.”

A s  the S h a p e  n eared the north e n d  
of Bois B l a n c  Island, the s t o r m  abat­
e d  about five miles f r o m  the finish 
line.“It w a s  raining a n d  hailing so hard 
it hurt y o u r  face,” Benedict said. “W e  
w e r e  getting pelted. All of a sudden, 
the s t o r m  blo w s  east of us. W e  c a n  
see M a c k i n a c  Island; w e  can see the 
bridge a n d  the lights in the distance.”
Late m o v e  is ke y

Benedict a n d  his t e a m  w e r e  pretty 
confident of victory at that time, but 
it almost d i d n ’t happen. T h e  sharp 
e y e  of C a m e r o n  Benedict helped to 
save the d a y  —  or rather the night.

“C a m  says, ‘T h e r e ’s a boat at the 
tip of Bois B l a n c  that’s m u c h  better 
positioned, so w e  n e e d  to get to that 
e n d  of the course,”’ Benedict said.

“W e  tacked o u r  boat a n d  covered 
that boat. C a m  i n f o r m e d  us a n d  thank 
g o o d n e s s  he did, b e c a u s e  w e  w o u l d n ’t 
h a v e  finished first if he h a d n ’t.”
M a k e s  g o o d  time

T h e  Shape, a 35-foot Santana that 
w a s  m a d e  in 1979, finished the race at 1:05 a.m. M o n d a y  with a n  elapsed 
time of 36 hours, 5 m i n u t e s  a n d  35 
seconds.

It w a s  the fastest time in a long 
time, according to Benedict. S h a p e  
finished in 39:46:25 last year a n d  
37:53:47 t w o  years ago.

“Until about 6:30 or 7 o ’clock that 
night, w e  w e r e  o n  p a c e  to h a v e  o n e  of 
the fastest races w e ’v e  had,” B e n e ­

dict said, a d ding his t e a m  w o u l d  h a v e  
r e a c h e d  the h arbor about 8 p.m. if not 
for the s t o r m  a n d  a period of light 
wind.

“T h e r e  w a s  a t i m e  w e  finished 
about 11:30 at night, w h i c h  w e  like 
b e c a u s e  y o u  c a n  still m a k e  last call at 
the P i n k  Pony. T h a t ’s a v e r y  c o m m o n  
first stop w h e n  j u m p i n g  off the boat.”
' G o o d  camaraderie'

S h a p e  r e a c h e d  the island less than 
t w o  m i n u t e s  a h e a d  of the Avatar. 
Since all boats in the Sho r e  C o u r s e  
Class K  h a v e  the s a m e  handicap rat­
ing, corrected time b e c o m e s  a m o o t  
point.

It w a s  the 30th consecutive start 
for Shape, w h i c h  has 12 in-class victo­
ries a n d  also w o n  the overall Division 
II Sho r e  C o u r s e  title in 2014. S h a p e  
w a s  19th a m o n g  88 boats this year.

“It’s a boat-for-boat thing,” B e n e ­
dict said. “Y o u  k n o w  e v e r y b o d y  in- 
class has the s a m e  rating. If y o u  beat 
the m ,  y o u  win. W e  w e r e  really 
b u n c h e d  in there well. T h e r e ’s a fun 
e l e m e n t  to that.

“Yeah, y o u ’d like to b l o w  a w a y  
y o u r  competition, but the reality is 
that s h o u l d n ’t h a p p e n  b e c a u s e  the 
boats are so similar. W h e n  the race is 
tight, it’s exciting. T h a t  m e a n s  e v e r y ­
b o d y  is sailing well.

“It’s a really g o o d  fraternity of 
g u y s  in the boats. W e  all c o m p e t e  
hard against e a c h  other a n d  w a n t  to 
win, but there’s really g o o d  c a m ­
araderie a n d  friendship w h e n  w e ’re 
on shore a n d  talking about the race.”

Staying fit to sail
Bei n g  serious sailors, Benedict 

a n d  his c r e w m a t e s  are disciplined 
during the race, m a k i n g  sure they 
sleep, drink a n d  eat enough.

“In g o o d  w e a t h e r  a n d  bad, y o u r  
b o d y  is c o n s u m i n g  tons of energy,” 
Benedict said. “Y o u r  b o d y  is c o n ­
stantly w o r k i n g  to b e  balanced, so the 
core m u s c l e s  are working. T h e  m o ­
tion is zapping u p  e n e r g y  a n d  deplet­
ing you. It’s v e r y  e a s y  to b e c o m e  
dehydrated.

“If y o u  c a n ’t fight it off, y o u  m a k e  
sure to hydrate beforehand. W a t e r  
c o m e s  out easily, so y o u ’re not taxing 
y o u r  s y s t e m  if y o u  d o  get sick. It’s 
important to h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  to give 
up. T h a t ’s w h y  w e  eat a n d  drink as 
m u c h  as w e  can.

“W e  h a v e  it d o w n  to a science —  
the food a n d  b e v e r a g e  w e  take. W e  
d o n ’t w a n t  to carry a n y  extra weight 
than is necessary.”
Finishing tradition

C o n s u m p t i o n  of alcohol during the 
race is a no-no, but the c r e w  is ready 
to u n w i n d  w h e n  it’s over. Birdsall 
ope n s  a bottle of c o g n a c  w h e n  the 
boat docks.

“It’s a fun tradition h e ’s brought to 
the boat,” Benedict said. “T h a n k  
g o o d n e s s  w e ’v e  h a d  a pretty solid 
record in those years, so w e  d o n ’t feel 
the least bit guilty breaking it out.”

G i v e n  the recent string of victo­
ries, that tradition is likely to c o n ­
tinue, too.
domeara@hometownlife.com 
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FIRST TEAM
Abby Krzywiecki, 1B, Mercy: Krzy- 

wiecki had an outstanding senior sea­
son, leading the Marlins to the Division 
1 state title a n d  being 
n a m e d  Miss Softball 
Position Player.

In addition to setting 
a state record for single­
season h o m e  runs (20), 
she led her t e a m  in bat­
ting average (.558), hits 
(82), doubles (18), R B I s  (94) a n d  runs 
scored (58).

A s  a pitcher, Krzywiecki w a s  12-1 
with a 1.66 E R A .  In 92 %  innings, she 
struck out 81 a n d  walked 13.

Krzywiecki, w h o  started at first base 
for four years, will play at South Ala­
bama.

“A b b y  h a d  a season in Michigan 
softball like no other player has had,” 
coach Alec Les k o  said, citing her great 
leadership. “S h e  pitched, hit a n d  played 
great defense all year.

“I think she has the ability to step in 
a n d  contribute right a w a y  (in college). 
T h e y ’re getting a player w h o  is m o r e  
than ready for the next level.”

Andrea Elmore, P, Mercy: A  repeat 
m e m b e r  of the all-area first team, El­
m o r e  w a s  a central figure in M e r c y ’s 
success as a two-year 
starting pitcher.

S h e  compiled a 31-1 
record a n d  1.34 E R A  this 
year. S h e  pitched 198 
innings, striking out 235 
batters a n d  walking just 
49 batters.

Elmore, w h o  will play at Mississippi 
Valley State, posted nine shutouts, in­
cluding a five-hitter in a 4-0 w i n  over 
M a c o m b  D akota in the state c h a m p i ­
onship game.

“It s e e m e d  A n d r e a  always gave us a 
lift w h e n  w e  n eeded it,” Lesko said. 
“A n y t i m e  things s e e m e d  to get tight, 
that’s w h e n  A n d r e a  s e e m e d  to get 
stronger.

“S h e  thr e w  four scoreless innings in 
the all-star g a m e  (July 20), a n d  the 
other t e a m  w a s  all all-staters. She shut 
’e m  all down; she w a s  rocking it.”

Amber Swisher, OF, Garden City: 
Swisher graduated in J u n e  as one of the 
m o s t  outstanding defensive center 
fielders in the history of the Cougars’ 
highly regarded program. H e a d e d  to 
Jackson College to play 
next-level softball,
Swisher w a s  also ac­
complished at the plate, 
w h e r e  she hit .417 with 
30 R B I  this past spring 
while helping lead G C  to 
a D 1  regional title.

“A m b e r  has s h o w n  an unbreakable 
determination during her four-year var­
sity career, and has developed herself 
into one of the top defensive outfielders 
in the area,” G C  head coach Barry Pat­
terson said of his All-State player. “She 
has amazing instincts, a strong and accu­
rate throwing arm, and covers as m u c h  
ground in the outfield as anyone I’ve 
coached in m y  30-plus years at GC.

’’A m b e r  w a s  a force at the plate as 
well, delivering multiple game-winning 
hits throughout her career. Perhaps her 
best asset though is her unique ability 
to w o r k  hard, yet the attitude a n d  per­
sonality that m a n a g e s  to k e e p  the g a m e  
fun for herself, her t e a m m a t e s  and 
coaches. Jackson College has recruited 
an exceptional outfielder in A m b e r . ”

Kaylen Glenfield, SS, Garden City:
A  two-time All-State performer, Glen­
field w a s  a force at the dish for the 
Cougars this past spring, p u m m e l i n g  
opposing pitchers to the 
tune of a .504 batting 
average, .798 slugging 
percentage to go with 
103 total bases a n d  53 
RBI. H e a d e d  to Western 
Michigan University 
with a softball schol­
arship, Glenfield is as accomplished in 
the field as she is at the plate.

“Kaylen has been an impact player 
for G a r d e n  City f r o m  the m o m e n t  she 
first put on a C ougar uniform as a fresh­
man, until her final g a m e  as a senior this 
year,” Pattersron raved. “She has re­
written our record books in almost every 
career offensive category w e  keep. H e r  
passion, preparation and off-season w o r k 
ethic has earned her recognition as a 
two-time All State shortstop and an op­
portunity to advance and play at Western 
Michigan University.

“T h e  only thing that m a y  surpass her 
play on the field is that she is just sim­
ply a n d  truly a ‘nice’ y o u n g  lady as 
well.”

2016 ALL-OBSERVER SOFTBALL TEAM
Morgan Overaitis, SS, Salem: Ove- 

raitis h a d  another outstanding season 
for the Rocks, with an incredible .602 
batting average along with 32 extra­
base hits, 59 runs and 
55 RBIs.

H e r  efforts w e r e  
good for first-team 
all-state honors, not to 
mention all-KLAA, 
all-district, all-region 
a n d  S a l e m  M V R

" M o r g a n  is an a m a z i n g  player and 
athlete,” coach Bonnie Southerland 
said. “S h e  has (verbally) co m m i t t e d  to 
U - M . ”

S h e  helped the S a l e m  cause with a 
4-0 pitching mark, a n d  w a s  part of the 
t e a m ’s four-homers-in-a-row club with 
Kristin Mihalic, M a d d y  Rosiewicz and 
K a r a  Hutchison.

Sophie VanAcker, OF, Mercy: Va-
nAcker, w h o  m o v e d  f r o m  left field to 
center field this year, is another repeat 
m e m b e r  of the all-area first team.

S h e  w a s  tied with 
Krzywiecki for the 
t e a m  lead in hits (82) 
a n d  led the t e a m  with 
five triples. H e r  last 
triple drove in the w i n ­
ning run in the state 
final.

VanAcker, w h o  has co m m i t t e d  to 
play college ball at Lehigh University, 
batted .532, scored 57 runs a n d  had 24 
RBIs.

“Sophie is the definition of a two- 
hitter,” Lesko said. “She can m o v e  run­
ners; she can drive in runs. S h e ’s very 
smart. S h e  reads defenses a n d  takes 
w h a t  they’re giving.

“S h e ’s an a m a z i n g  person to h a v e  at 
the top of the lineup in front of Abby. 
S h e  took over the outfield a n d  ran it for 
us.”

Jenny Bressler, P, Plymouth: T h e
Wildcats nearly w o n  a Division 1 c h a m ­
pionship, and s o p h o m o r e  Bressler w a s  
a k e y  reason.

Bressler w a s  brilliant in the circle, 
going 19-4 and posting a 1.07 E R A  in 179 
innings, fanning 265 in the process.

S h e  helped her o w n  
cause m a n y  times, 
batting .371 with 12 
doubles, t w o  h o m e r s  
a n d  23 RBI.

Accolades followed 
her. S h e  earned Ply­
m o u t h ’s top player 
a w a r d  as well as selection to the all­
conference, all-district, all-region and 
all-state first team.

“J e n n y  has great presence o n  the 
m o u n d , ” coach L a u r e n  E v a n s  said. “She 
is a leader on the t e a m  a n d  has been 
one with her p e r f o rmance since her 
f r e s h m a n  year. S h e  has a passion to win 
a n d  helps her t e a m  at the plate a n d  on 
the m o u n d  to be in situations to win late 
in games.”

Kara Hutchison, C, Salem: T h e
heart a n d  soul of S a l e m ’s K L A A  Central 
Division championship team, Hutchi­
son closed out an excellent four-year 
career behind a n d  at the plate, col­
lecting a n  all-state 
honorable mention 
selection.

S h e  batted .504, 
finishing her prep ca­
reer with a cumulative 
average of .459. She 
also w a s  n a m e d  to the 
all-conference, all-district a n d  all-re­
gion tea m s  while collecting S a l e m ’s 
offensive M V P  award.

“K a r a  has called the pitches her 
entire four-year career," Southerland 
said. "She’s a great blocker, smart play­er* ”

Hutchison will play softball next 
year at Da v e n p o r t  University.

Elizabeth Yager, OF, Canton: T h e  
fleet-footed Y a g e r  enjoyed another big 
year for the Chiefs, sparking the t e a m  
to the K L A A  South Division c h a m p i ­
onship.

Y a g e r  batted .457, 
scoring 50 runs a n d  
tallying an O P S  of 
1,032. In addition, she 
w a s  a defensive whiz in 
center.

“S h e  w a s  our spark 
plug; she m a k e s  us go,” 
coach A1 Wh i t e  said. “M o r e  than once 
she laid d o w n  a bunt a n d  beat it out, 
then w e n t  to second. S h e  couldn’t get 
e n o u g h  softball, always wanting to get 
better.”

Yager, w h o  will play at University of 
Detroit Mercy, earned all-conference, 
all-district a n d  all-state a c a d e m i c  hon-

Rachel Zerona, OF, Plymouth: T h e
all-around player w a s  a spark plug for 
the Wildcats as they nearly captured a 
state title, batting .438 f r o m  the leadoff 
spot while stealing 24 
bases a n d  catching 
everything in the out­
field (.969 fielding per­
centage) a n d  w h e n  
called u p o n  at short­
stop.

Zerona w a s  r e w a r d ­ed with all-KLAA, all-district a n d  all­
region honors, in addition to winning 
P l y m o u t h ’s top defender award.

"Rachel is a natural born leader,” 
E v a n s  said. "... S h e  has the motivation, 
drive a n d  passion for the g a m e  that 
m a k e s  her a multi-tool athlete.”

S h e  will continue her softball career 
at Oakland University, w h e r e  she will 
pursue a degree in exercise science.

Mackenna Payne, P, Canton: T h e  
senior w a s  a standout in the circle and 
on offense for the K L A A  South Division 
winners.

In addition to her 
pitching achievements, 
she sparked the offense 
with 10 homers, 55 R B I s  
a n d  a .462 average.

Payne, w h o  will go to 
Michigan State Univer­
sity, earned selection to the all-confer­
ence, all-district a n d  all-state academic 
teams. S h e  earned t e a m  a w a r d s  for 
M o s t  Outstanding Player a n d  top offen­
sive player.

" M a c k e n n a  c a m e  into her o w n  this 
year, just an outstanding y o u n g  lady,”
White said.

Cori Wilson, 3B, Stevenson: Wilson 
w a s  the No. 1 catalyst for the Spartans’ 
resurgent season as the captain and 
starting third b a s e m a n  his .408 with 43 
hits, 30 R B I  a n d  32 runs. In addition to 
being selected to the K L A A  all-confer­
ence team, the future Schoolcraft O c e ­
lot softball player 
earned all-district a n d  
t e a m  M V P  accolades.

“In m y  first year as 
head coach at Steven­
son, Cori helped 
c h a n g e d  the culture of 
the program,” coach 
Kev i n  H a n n i g a n  said. “S h e  w a s  consis­
tent, committed, valued her t e a m m a t e s  
a n d  displayed a treme n d o u s  w o r k  ethic.

“S h e ’s a true leader, whi c h  m a d e  
winning contagious. Cori put the time in 
w h e n  n o b o d y  w a s  watching, a n d  that’s 
w h y  she accomplished so m a n y  goals.”

Alexa Flores, 1B, Ladywood: Flores 
w a s  a lightning rod w h e n  it c a m e  to the 
Blazers’ ultra-success­
ful season, w h i c h  didn’t 
e n d  until a Division 2 
semifinal loss in East 
Lansing. In addition to 
serving as her t e a m ’s 
primary lead-off hitter, 
she w a s  a splendid de­
fensive first b a s e m a n  a n d  reliable 
pitcher —  both as a spot starter and 
reliever.

Erika Selakowski, 2B, Ladywood:
Selakowski s w u n g  a 
potent bat in the middle 
of the Blazers’ produc­
tive line-up. S h e  also 
provided air-tight m i d ­
dle-infield defense and 
offered invaluable lead­
ership qualities.

Rozlyn Price, P, Ladywood: Price 
c apped her outstanding high school 
softball career in style 
as she led the Blazers to 
the D 2  final four while 
earning first-team all- 
state, all-regional, all­
district a n d  all-Catholic 
L e a g u e  recognition. She 
also earned first-team 
all-state honors as a junior a n d  all-state 
honorable mention accolades as a soph­
omore.

Robyn Banks, P, Farmington: A
two-year starter, B a n k s  led the Falcons 
to an O A A  Whi t e  Division co-champi­
onship with her hitting as m u c h  as her 
pitching.

In 162 innings, she 
struck out 221 batters 
a n d  w alked just 17. She 
w a s  15-11 with four 
shutouts a n d  a 2.63 
E R A .

B a n k s  batted .377
with 11 doubles, t w o  triples a n d  a h o m e  
run a m o n g  her 32 hits. S h e  also drove in 
25 runs.

“R o b y n  h a d  a treme n d o u s  year, be­
ing our sole pitcher as well as a pow e r  
threat at the plate,” coach Stefanie Volpe

2016 ALL-OBSERVER 
GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM
Abby Krzywiecki sr., IB, Mercy 
Andrea tlmore, sr., P, Mercy 

Amber Swisher, sr., OF, Garden City 
Kaylen Glenfield, sr., SS, Garden City 
Morgan Overaitis, soph., SS, Salem
Sophie VanAcker, ir., OF, Mercy 

Jenny Bressler, sopn., P, Plymou 
Kara Hutchison, sr, C, Salem 
Elizabeth Yager, sr, OF, Cantor 
Rachel Zerona, sr., OF, Plymouth 
Mackenna Payne, sr., P, Canton 
Cori Wilson, sr., 3B, Stevenson 
Alexa Flores, sr, IB, Ladywood 

Erika Selakowski sr, 2B, Ladywood 
Rozlyn Price, sr, P, Ladywood 
Anna Dixon, jr, C, Mercy 

Mara Saecienski fr, SS, N. Farmington 
Robyn Banks, jr, P, Farmington 
Jamie Squires, sr, OF, Salem 

SECOND TEAM 
Nicole Belans, jr, 2B, Mercy 

Haley Gagnon, fr, C, Plymouth 
Alicia Ascendo, jr, IB, Garden City 
Brooke Garbarino, soph., C. Franklin 
Mackenzie Huren, sr, P, John Glenn 

Cari Padula, sr, 3B, M^ercy
Canton 
Mercy

Whitney Holden, sopK., OF, Plymouth 
Isabelle Dawson, soph., IB, Canl

outh

can raouid, m .
Kristin Mihalic, 

Hannah Zajdel sc 
Shannon Gibbor

. . . .  -anton Mikaela Srnolar; sr, C, Garden City 
M ad dy  Rosiewicz, soph., P, Salem 
Alexa chemey, sr, P, N. Farmington 
Danielle Petras, jr, C, Farmington 

S am  Chemey, soph., IB, N. Farmington 
HONORABLE MENTION

Lauren Jonnson, hmiiy Moiianen ADDie KaaomsKi; N. Far­
mington: Sarah fish, Ryan Walker Drew Edwards; Harri- 
sonfNora Battersby: Canton: Sydney Dawson, Nicole 
Dawson; Plymouth: Jessica Tucci Gina Barber; Salem: 
Jordan Hazel Caroline Miller; Clarenceville: Claudia Moore, 
Emily Schmidt. Kylee Hammond; Garden City: April Rudolph, 
Alissa Turnbull; btevenson: Alyssa Zahra, Sarah Mesack; 
Franklin: Miyah, Tara Trujillo; Churchill: Rachel Klisz, Paige 
Hanson, Brooke Hanson, Colleen McGowan, Haley Bennett; 
Thurston: Rachel Pegouske, Ivory M am o;  John Glenn: Julie 
Michalowski, Megan Buford; Ladywood: Michaela Warner, 
Lauren Holdswortn, Cedla Werner.

said. “S he dominated teams that she w a s  
supposed to and stepped up in the big 
g a m e s  against strong opponents.

“S h e  will continue to be a force 
against t e a m s  in the O A A  a n d  the area 
for t w o  m o r e  years with the goals she 
has set for herself.”

Anna Dixon, C, Mercy: A  two-year 
starter, Dix o n  m o v e d  f r o m  right field to 
catcher, replacing 2015 
M i s s  Softball A w a r d  
winner Alex Sobczak.

Dix o n  w a s  third in 
hitting with a .477 aver­
age as the leadoff bat­
ter. H e r  72 hits included 
13 doubles a n d  three 
h o m e  runs. S h e  scored 55 runs and 
drove in 34.

“A n n a  m a d e  the biggest adjustment of 
anyone on the team,” Lesko said, citing her 
m o v e  behind the plate. “That’s a huge task 
to ask anybody to do at any age.

“N o w  she’s catching for Andrea. H e r  
ball moves; that’s w h a t  m a k e s  her so 
good a n d  tough to handle. It w a s  very 
trying in the beginning, a n d  A n n a  set­
tled in quite nicely.

“O n  top of that, w e  asked her to be 
the leadoff hitter, a n d  she w a s  as con­
sistent as w e  could h a v e  hoped. S h e  did 
an a m a z i n g  job at the top of our order.”

Mara Sczecienski, SS, N. Farming- 
ton: A n  accomplished travel player, 
Sczecienski h a d  a successful first year 
of high school softball as the North 
leadoff batter.She led the Raiders with a .449 average 
and had just seven strike­
outs in 107 at-bats. H e r  48 
hits included 14 doubles 
and three h o m e  runs.
Sczecienski also had 31 
RBIs.

“M a r a  does every­
thing really well,” coach 
D a v e  Brubaker said. "She bats for a good 
average with a lot of p o w e r  and is a 
smart base runner.

“A t  shortstop, she has a g o o d  sense 
of w h a t  the g a m e  is about a n d  w h a t  
needs to be done, m a k i n g  the correct 
plays a n d  calls.

“M a r a  is driven to succeed at the 
next level. I have no doubt s o m e  Divi­
sion I schools will be recruiting her in 
the very near future.”

Jamie Squires, OF, Salem: Possess­
ing a sterling combination of speed, 
skill a n d  power, Squires c apped off her 
four-year S a l e m  career with all-confer­
ence, all-district, all-region, t e a m  de­
fensive M V P  a n d  all-state honorable 
mention accolades.

She batted .459, club­
bing four homers to finish 
with a school career rec­
ord of 31 (Squires hit 17 
homers in 2015) while 
catching everything in 
sight in center field.“J a m i e  has a strong arm, has b e e n  a 
solid force in the outfield a n d  has stolen 
m a n y  hits f r o m  players,” Southerland 
said. “S h e  dives, jumps, takes charge in 
the field.” Squires will play softball 
next season at Oakland University.

H o w  to avoid heat illness with s u m m e r  exercise
Dr. Joe Guettler

Guest Columnist

l ^ r o m  a medical standpoint, w h e n  it 
1 c o m e s  to the s u m m e r  heat, it’s not 

ffl only about staying cool —  it’s also 
about avoiding things like heat cramps, 
heat exhaustion a n d  heatstroke. Col­
lectively, these entities are referred to 
as heat illness. T h e  temperatures have 
really heated up lately a n d  that m a k e s  
it a good time to tell y o u  h o w  to avoid 
heat illness this s u m m e r  w h e n  y o u  are 
exercising, practicing, playing or s i m ­
ply working in the heat.

M a n y  people think heat illnesses like 
heat cramps, heat exhaustion a n d  heat­
stroke are problems that they will n e v ­
er have to face. However, as w e  have 
seen in the n e w s  over the past couple of 
years, s u m m e r  time heat has the poten­
tial to affect a n y  one of us during our 
outdoor activities.

O n  a hot, h u m i d  Michigan day, an 
active person can lose u p  to t w o  quarts 
of fluid in an hour. T h e  combination of

heat a n d  humidity is particularly trou­
blesome, because humidity hinders 
sweat f r o m  evaporating (this is the 
primary w a y  our b o d y  temperature 
stays cool and under control). Believe it 
or not, heatstroke is the second leading 
cause of death a m o n g  athletes in the 
United States. T h e  good n e w s  is that 
m o s t  heat illnesses are treatable and 
preventable.All heat illnesses are caused b y  de­
hydration a n d  excessive loss of salt and 
fluids.

T h e  mildest f o r m  of heat illness is 
k n o w n  as heat cramps, whi c h  occur 
w h e n  athletes do not drink e n o u g h  flu­
ids while exercising. H e a t  exhaustion is 
a m o r e  serious condition that is trig­
gered b y  excessive sweating a n d  inade­
quate fluid replacement.

Heatstroke is the m o s t  serious heat 
illness a n d  can be life-threatening. 
During heatstroke, the b o d y ’s sweating 
m e c h a n i s m s  shut down, the skin be­
c o m e s  hot a n d  dry a n d  the b o d y  be­
c o m e s  depleted of fluids.

Preventing heat illness
» Drink plenty of water w h e n  par­

ticipating in all sports activities, even if 
y o u  d o n ’t feel thirsty. B y  the time you 
do get thirsty, it might be too late.

» T a k e  m a n y  breaks during activ­
ities in hot weather.» Participate in y o u r  activity in the 
m o r n i n g  or early evening, w h e n  the 
temperatures are cooler. It’s important 
to avoid the sun’s m o s t  potent heat rays 
b e t w e e n  the hours of 10 a.m. a n d  4 p.m.

» Eat citrus fruits or bananas, espe­
cially if y o u  are participating for longer 
times, because they are rich in potassi­
u m  a n d  sodium. O n  the other hand, you 
should avoid drinking alcohol a n d  sodas 
that contain caffeine, because they 
actually w o r k  to dehydrate y o u  faster.

» W e a r  lightweight a n d  light-colored 
clothing that is m a d e  of porous materi­
als.» Cool water is the best fluid to keep 
you hydrated during workouts or 
events that last an hour or less. Sports

drinks containing 6-10 percent carbo­
hydrates are useful for longer events. 
M o s t  sports drinks should b e  diluted 
with approximately 50 percent water.

» Drink small a m o u n t s  of fluid fre­
quently, rather than large a m o u n t s  less 
often.

» Drink cold beverages to cool your 
core b o d y  temperature.

» If y o u  have the opportunity, weigh 
yourself after exercising a n d  drink two 
to three cups of water for every pou n d  
lost. Y o u r  b o d y  weight should b e  back 
to n o rmal before the next workout.

» P a y  attention to the a m o u n t  and 
color of your urine. Y o u  should excrete 
a large v o l u m e  that is nearly colorless. 
Small a m o u n t s  of urine or dark yellow- 
colored urine can indicate dehydration.
Dr. Joseph Guettler is an orthopedic surgeon w h o  
specializes in sports medicine, as well as surgery 
of the knee, shoulder and elbow. His practice, 
Performance Orthopedics, is in Bingham Farms. 
H e  is active in teaching a nd  research at 
Beaumont Hospital and O U W B  Medical School.



G A R Y  B A L C O N I  I N V I T A T I O N A L

H i g h - s t a k e s  t o u r n e y  is g o o d  e a r l y  t e s t
F ? a 1

J O H N  KEMSKI | EXPRESS P H O T O
Canton an d Walled Lake Northern players c o m p e t e  during the 2015 Gary Balconi Invitational. Th e annual to urnament is Saturday.

E i g h t  t o p - c a l i b e r  
s o c c e r  p r o g r a m s  t o  

c o l l i d e  a t  P - C E P
Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Saturday’s annual G a r y  Balconi 
Invitational brings eight of the area’s 
top varsity boys soccer p r o g r a m s  to­
gether for the ultimate in pre-Labor 
D a y  tests.

Yes, it is A u g u s t  on the calendar, but 
that w o n ’t matter 10 a.m. Saturday 
w h e n  Canton, Salem, P l y m o u t h  a n d  five 
other area powerhouses step out onto 
one of four pitches at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park.

B y  the time the 3 p.m. championship 
tilt concludes on the varsity soccer 
stadium, squads will have u p p e d  their 
respective c o m p e t e  levels to mid-sea- 
son form.

‘‘T h e y ’ve b e e n  talking about it all 
day,” P l y m o u t h  assistant coach Glenn 
Liguori said. ‘‘W e ’ve b e e n  doing two-a- 
d a y  practices with conditioning and 
they’re talking about winning that (Bal­
coni), because they w a n t  to start the 
season off right.”

T h e  Wildcats will face Utica Eisen­
h o w e r  on the turf field at 10 a.m., with 
hopes of staying in the w inner’s brack­
et. Liguori said P l y m o u t h  never has 
w o n  the Balconi, a n d  the t e a m  has de­
signs on ending that drought.

“It is about the competition,” Liguori 
continued. “It’s about playing against 
the other P a r k  te a m s  a n d  getting their 
opportunity to s h o w  w h o ’s the best.”

A s  for other 10 a.m. g a m e s  involving 
P a r k  teams, Canton (Division 1 finalist 
in 2015) hosts Saline 10 a.m. on the var­
sity soccer field while S a l e m  faces 
Walled L a k e  Northern on the freshman 
field.

Other squads include Novi-Detroit 
Catholic Central, Rochester A d a m s ,

Walled L a k e  Northern a n d  Saline.
T h e  annual tourney is a w a y  of h o n ­

oring G a r y  Balconi, w h o  during the 
1980s as S a l e m  athletic director w a s  
instrumental in soccer’s g r owth as an 
interscholastic program.

Thr e e  decades later, according to 
Canton h e a d  coach M a r k  Zemanski, the 
tournament’s high caliber proves that 
Balconi h a d  plenty of foresight.

“Y e s  he did, the skill level in these 
players (co m p a r e d  to from) 15-20 years 
ago is significantly better, a n d  so is 
their soccer IQ,” Z e m a n s k i  noted.

B e c a u s e  of M H S A A  tourney rules,

the g a m e s  will be 60-minutes long (two 
30-minute halves) instead of typical 
80-minute contests.

“T h e y ’re pretty physical, everybody 
wants to win,” Z e m a n s k i  said. “It’s a big 
tournament a n d  everyone’s out to win 
the game. Especially the first gam e . ” 

T h e  Chiefs w o n  the Balconi Invite 
three years in a r o w  (including 2014, the 
year Canton w o n  the state c h a m p i ­
onship) before falling short in 2015.

“It gives y o u  a gauge of h o w  good 
your t e a m  is, because y o u ’re playing a 
lot of good teams,” Z e m a n s k i  added. 
“But it’s also a 60-minute g a m e  a n d  a lot

of things can h appen in only 60 m i n ­
utes. It’s certainly a good start.”
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE:
Game 1:10 a.m.. Canton vs. Saline, varsity soccer stadium.
Game 2:10 a.m., Plymouth vs. Utica Eisenhower, turf field.
Game 3:10 a.m.. Salem vs. Walled lake Northern, freshman field.
Game 4:10 a.m.( Novi-Oet/oit Catholic Central vs Rochester 

Adams baseball field.
Game 5:11:45 a.m.. Game 1 winner vs Game 2 winner, varsity 

soccer stadium.
Game 6:11:45 a.m.. Game 3 winner vs Game 4 winner, turf field.
Game 7,11:45 ajn., Game 1 loser vs Game 2 loser, freshman Field.
G a m e  8,11:45 a.m.. Game 3 loser vs Game 4 loser, baseball field.
G a m e  9:3 p.m.. Championship Game (Game 5 winner vs Game 6 

winner), varsity soccer stadium.
Game 10:3 p m .  Consolation Game (opponents TBD). turf field).
Game 11:3 p m .  Consolation Game (opponents TBD), freshman 

Field.
Game 12:3 p m .  Consolation Game (opponents TBD). baseball 

field

J U N I O R  G O L F

Livingston County tops in M o o s e  Ridge Ryder Cup format
Kensington Junior Tour 
ends summer season

M.B. Dillon
Correspondent

T h e  Kensington Junior Golf Tour 
hosted its season-ending R y d e r  C u p  
tourney format on Aug. 8 at M o o s e  Ridge 
Golf Club in South Lyon, while also stag­
ing its traditional county competition and 
expanding this year’s tourney to include 
collegiate and caddy championship play.

Livingston County junior golfers 
seized the cup b y  edging Oakland County 
in the best-ball tourney with 31 points.

TVailing runner-up Oakland (30 points) 
w e r e  W a y n e  County (27) followed by 
2014 a n d  2015 defending champion W a s h ­
tenaw County (21).

M o o s e  Ridge’s capacity field of 88 
competed in two- and four-person 
squads. Points w e r e  awarded on each 
hole based on lowest individual scores.

Austin Carter, 20, fired t w o  rare ea­
gles to propel Saginaw Valley State Uni­
versity to victory in the m e n ’s collegiate 
division. T e a m m a t e  M a s o n  Motte, also 
20, turned in an impressive performance 
as well.

Virginia Gilton a n d  M e g a n  B a u m ­
gartner, both entering their junior sea­

sons, swept the w o m e n ’s division for 
Cleary College.

Austin Dillon, 22, a n d  Michael Blaess- 
er, 21, of Western Golf &  Country Club in 
Bedford shot an even-par 71 to capture 
the Kensington Tour’s C a d d y  C h a m p i ­
onship.

Blaesser, w h o  like Austin hails from 
Bedford, birdied the par-3, No. 6.

“I hit m y  8-iron and landed above the 
hole,” Blaesser said. “Austin gave m e  a 
good read and I tapped it in f r o m  8 feet.
It felt good. W e  w e r e  even par at the 
time, so it w a s  good to get it going.”

Dillon, w h o  birdied a par-3 on the back 
nine, enjoyed the format.

“It’s fun, because if you or your part­
ner aren’t having a great hole, you d o n ’t 
necessarily have to keep playing,” he 
said. ‘H e  can carry you through for that 
hole and you can step u p  on the next one 
and m a k e  u p  for it. T h e  event w a s  well- 
organized and all the golfers had fun. 
Meeting kids f r o m  other clubs and talk­
ing to t h e m  w a s  another good pait about 
playing in it.”

Northville’s Sara Haupt, w h o  spent 
her 13th birthday on the course, experi­
enced just that contributing to her 
W a y n e  County squad’s total and ending 
her season on a high note.

“It’s been fun playing this s u m m e r  to 
see if I do O K , ” she said. “ I started out 
with 140 and at the Whispering Willows

M.B. DILLON
Th e C a d d y  Division winners at the 
Kensington Junior Golf Tour M o o s e  Ridge 
event included winners (from left) Austin 
Dillon an d Michael Blaesser of Western Golf & 
Country Club, a n d  runners-up Travis Tubbs 
an d Alex Opiteck of W a l n u t  Creek C.C.

tournament I went d o w n  to 115.” 
Winning closest-to-the-pin honors in 

their divisions w e r e  Michael H e r m a n n ,  
11, of Canton; Kristen Szabelski, 16, of 
Livonia; Blaesser; and Gilton.

T h e  K J G T  division champions also 
stood out.

Northville’s A n d r e w  Backswept three 
of the B o y s  15-18 age titles (Wayne, O a k ­
land a n d  Washtenaw), while Brighton’s 
Brendan Britz conquered the Livingston 
County championship.

In the Girls 15-18. Howell’s Alyssa 
Snider earned both the Livingston and 
W a s h t e n a w  crowns. Livonian Madison 
Maurier captured the Oakland County 
title, while University of Detroit Mercy- 
bou n d  Kendall Pay n e  (Livonia Franklin 
grad) captured the W a y n e  County c h a m ­
pionship.

In the B o y s  12-14, Novi’s D h r u v  K u ­
m a r  captured the W a y n e  County champi­
onship, while Ashrith M u m m a d i ,  also of 
Novi, topped the Oakland division.

Other county champis include Ypsi- 
lanti Township’s Vimal A l o k a m  (Washte- 
n a w )  a n d  Highland’s Z a c h  Piroli (Living­
ston County).

A n n  Arbor’s leuan Jones dominated 
both the Livingston and W a s h t e n a w  9- 
hole divisions. Ypsilanti’s Vibhav A l o k a m  
took the W a y n e  County title, while West­
land’s D a m o  Watson w a s  the Oakland 
winner.

Tb support junior golf, the charitable 
Livonia-based Dinan Foundation offers 
academic college scholarships in con­
junction with the tour. For m o r e  informa­
tion, visit kensingtonjuniorgolf.com.

WANSH0N
Continued from Page B1

the compelling road that led h i m  to 
b e c o m e  the co-owner (along with his 
wife B rooke a n d  in-laws Britt a n d  Fred 
Julien) of three Detroit-area Little C a e ­sars franchises.

It is a road p a v e d  with perseverance, 
determination, intelligence and, yes, $5 
pizzas.
Full circle

“It’s kind of surreal k n o w i n g  that 10 
years after I w o r k e d  in this exact store, 
I’m  a franchisee now,” W a n s h o n  said, 
smiling. “M y  first job out of college 
( Grand Valley State University) w a s  as 
a franchisee consultant for Little C a e ­
sars. T h e  job entailed helping the fran­
chisees m a x i m i z e  their profits. I over­
s a w  about 150 stores out west (includ­
ing in S a n  Diego a n d  Salt L a k e  City), so 
I learned a lot.

“D u ring the close-to-five years I did 
that, several of the franchisees I 
w o r k e d  with told m e  that if I ever got a 
chance to o w n  stores, take the leap of 
faith.”

W h i c h  is exactly w h a t  W a n s h o n  did 
last fall w h e n  he meticulously d r e w  up 
a g a m e  plan, then huddled up with his 
wife a n d  her parents to discuss his 
d r e a m  of o w n i n g  a string of Little C a e ­
sars franchises.

“W h e n  D a n  approached Fred and I 
about his idea, he w a s  very passionate 
about it,” recounted Britt Julien. “Fred 
a n d  I both have full-time jobs (Britt is a 
dental hygienist, Fred is a sales rep), so 
w e  w e r e  very comfortable a n d  estab­
lished in our routines. But w e  loved the 
concept of being involved in a family- 
o w n e d  business in the c o m m u n i t y  w e

FILE P H O T O
D a n  W a n s h o n  is a former linebacker for the 
Canton Chiefs football team.

lived in, so w e  agreed to join the team.
“D a n  is wonderful in this role, espe­

cially for his y o u n g  employees. H e ’s a 
trainer, he’s a m e n t o r ... a n d  h e ’s only 26 
years old, so he’s relatively y o u n g  to be 
a franchisee. H e  w o r k e d  for Little C a e ­
sars in high school, in college a n d  after 
college, so he’s a natural at w h a t  he 
does now.”

The r e  are no typical (or dull) days 
for Wanshon, whi c h  is the w a y  he likes 
it.

“T h e  only constant every day is 
w h e n  I w a k e  up, I have m y  coffee,” he 
said, grinning. “B a c k  w h e n  I played

football, it w a s  probably energy drinks 
instead of coffee.

“I try to get to all three of the stores 
(in addition to the P l y m o u t h  location, he 
co-owns a Little Caesars on Canton 
Center in Canton a n d  one o n  A n n  Arbor 
R o a d  in Livonia) every day, and I’ll stay 
at each store t w o  or three hours —  or 
h o w e v e r  long I n e e d  to be there. I’ll 
never be accused of being an absentee 
owner. I absolutely love rolling u p  m y  
sleeves a n d  working side-by-side with 
m y  employees.”

H a v i n g  played football at a high 
level has helped h i m  b e yond m e a s u r e  
in the business world, W a n s h o n  ad­
mitted.

“1 think the biggest thing is that 
football helped m e  understand h o w  
important it is to b e  dependable and 
h o w  to play for a team,” he said. "Obvi­
ously, m y  competitiveness c o m e s  into 
play, too. I always strive to be the best.”
All-American couple

W a n s h o n  a n d  B rooke m e t  during 
their s o p h o m o r e  year at Canton High 
School, w h e r e  he starred as a lineback­
er a n d  wrestler, and she excelled as a 
m e m b e r  of the p o m  team.

A  sideline-to-sideline, ball-seeking 
missile, W a n s h o n  o v e r c a m e  his modest 
speed —  “I think the fastest 40 (yard 
dash) I ever ran w a s  7.2 (seconds),” he 
joked —  with tenacity a n d  toughness.

“1 w a s n ’t the fastest or biggest guy 
out there, so I h a d  to be smart,” he said. 
“I learned at Canton that if y o u  practice 
something 100 times at 100 percent, 
y o u ’re going to be in the right position 
to m a k e  the play.”

W a n s h o n  racked up 86 tackles and 
six quarterback sacks as a junior while 
playing a pivotal role in the Chiefs’ 12-1 
season before piling up a team-high 113 
tackles as a senior.

Despite compiling an impressive 
high school football resume, college 
recruiters w e r e n ’t knocking d o w n  W a n -  
shon’s door —  so he knocked on theirs, 
so to speak.

Following one year as a football 
walk-on at Eastern Michigan Univer­
sity, W a n s h o n  decided to transfer to 
G r a n d  Valley, the university B rooke 
attended straight out of high school.

“O n e  d a y  toward the e n d  of m y  
freshman year at Eastern, I sat d o w n  
a n d  wrote an email and sent s o m e  of m y  
highlights to the G r a n d  Valley coach,” 
W a n s h o n  said. “About 25 minutes later, 
he called me, told m e  he liked m y  stuff 
a n d  invited m e  to walk on.”
W o r k i n g  his w a y  u p

After red-shirting his first year at 
G V S U ,  W a n s h o n  earned playing time 
on special tea m s  and eventually as a 
linebacker for the nationally-ranked 
Lakers.“E a c h  year, during the postseason 
exit interview with the G r a n d  Valley 
coaches, I told t h e m  h o w  I w a s n ’t play­
ing football to earn a scholarship; I w a s  
playing because I loved it, a n d  I k n o w  
they appreciated that," W a n s h o n  said.

“T h e y  told m e  they liked the w a y  I 
took care of myself, stayed out of trou­
ble a n d  got along with m y  teammates. 
T h e  next thing 1 know, I’m  playing 
s o m e  linebacker for a very g o o d  col­
lege program, a n d  having a lot of fun.”

Equally impressive w a s  the w a y  W a n ­
shon excelled in the classroom at G V S U ,  
whe r e  he earned a degree in bio-medical 
science, which normally doesn’t lead to a 
career at Little Caesars.

But W a n s h o n ’s life isn’t n ormal —  it’s 
extraordinary.

A n d  it’s only the first quarter. 
ewright@hometownlife.com
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Plymouth Realtor, Livonia mortgage lender: 
Veterans can get loans, move into homes

Julie Brown
Staff Writer

In his 25 years in the real 
estate field, Rich Eisiminger 
of RichRealty G r o u p  of Ply­
m o u t h  has handled m a n y  Vet­
erans Affairs loans.

“W h e n  you get the right 
lender, V A  loans are actually 
exceptional,” Realtor Eisim­
inger said. “T h e y  are a great 
w a y  to help out our military 
people.

H e ’s seeing veterans f r o m  
Iraq and Afghanistan service 
c o m e  h o m e  in n e e d  of m o r t ­
gages for h o m e  purchases. 
Eisiminger handles double 
digits of veteran loans a n n u ­
ally along with colleagues at 
RichRealty Group, a n d  also 
does seminars o n  the topic.

“Understanding t h e m  is the 
best thing, obviously, continu­
ing education,” he said. In the 
past, military veteran apprais­

als w e r e  handled differently 
f r o m  other buyers.

RichRealty G r o u p  w a s  
founded in 2005, a n d  in his 
career Eisiminger has seen 
V A  loans improve. “T h e y  sure 
have. M o r e  streamlined. 
T h e y ’re there to help veterans 
get in the hom e ,  contrary to a 
lot of old thought processes,” 
he said.

T h e  time f r a m e  to get a p ­
proval m a y  be a bit longer, he 
added, but not muc h .  Apprais­
ing for veteran loans is n o w  
done the s a m e  as others.

“Y o u  wou l d  get an appraisal 
that c a m e  f r o m  a pool,” Eisim­
inger recalled of past days 
with the V A  certifying certain 
ones. That’s changed n o w  with 
all buyers using a pool.

" T h e  conventional loan is 
done the s a m e  way,” Eisim­
inger said. “S o m e t i m e s  it’s 
nerve-wracking a n d  it’s frus­
trating, but it’s to the good.”

H e  cites time frames and 
ease. “C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  are 
m u c h  better,” Eisiminger said. 
“L enders that are versed in it 
k n o w  it well.”

Agreeing is B r u c e  Piper, 
Livonia branch m a n a g e r  for 
Ross Mortgage, based in Troy. 
“T h e  V A  loans are not really 
a n y  different,” Piper said.
R o s s  M o r t g a g e  is a VA-auto- 
matic lender, as m o s t  are, he 
noted.That m e a n s  underwriting 
a n d  processing are done b y  
R o s s  Mortgage, with appraisal 
also out of V A  hands. “It’s 
probably the very best w a y  to 
b u y  a h o m e , ” said Piper, noting 
it’s zero-percent d o w n  for a 
qualified veteran without 
m o r t g a g e  insurance.

T h e  V A  guarantees the 
loan, Piper said, unlike other 
buyers w h o  purchase the P M I  
private insurance with the 20 
percent d o w n  payment.

N o t e d  Piper of veterans, 
“T h e r e ’s a very big d e m a n d ,  
absolutely. W e ’re doing a lot of 
V A  loans.”

Ross M o r t g a g e  has been in 
business since 1949, with Piper 
having 31 years of experience. 
H e  finds too often military 
veterans d o n ’t k n o w  they can 
qualify, with n o  cost for asking 
on pre-qualification.

“If they d o n ’t (qualify), 
w e ’ll advise t h e m  w h a t  to do 
on getting into a home," Piper 
said. “I think a lot of people 
d o n ’t che c k  because they think 
they w o n ’t qualify.”

B a c k  in Plymouth, Realtor 
Eisiminger said of veterans 
buying homes, “1 think it’s just 
a great thing. W e  should do all 
w e  can to protect our free­
doms. I treasure our free­
doms.”
jcbrown@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @248Julie

National Association of Realtors: Inventory of 
h o m e s  issue decreases affordability a bit

H o m e  prices maintained 
their robust, u p w a r d  trajec­
tory in a vast majority of 
me t r o  areas during the sec­
o n d  quarter, causing afforda­
bility to slightly decline de­
spite m o r t g a g e  rates hovering 
at lows not seen in over three 
years, according to the latest 
quarterly report b y  the N a ­
tional Association of Realtors. 
T h e  report also revealed that 
for the first time ever, a m e t ­
ro area —  S a n  Jose, California 
—  h a d  a m e d i a n  single-family 
h o m e  price abo v e  $1 million.

T h e  m e d i a n  existing single- 
family h o m e  price increased 
in 83 percent of m e a s u r e d  
markets, with 148 out of 178 metropolitan statistical areas 
( M S A s )  showing gains based 
o n  closed sales in the second 
quarter c o m p a r e d  with the 
second quarter of 2015. T w e n ­
ty-nine areas (16 percent) 
recorded lower m e d i a n  prices 
f r o m  a year earlier.

The r e  w e r e  slightly fewer 
rising markets in the second 
quarter c o m p a r e d  to the first 
three m o n t h s  of this year, 
w h e n  price gains w e r e  re­
corded in 87 percent of metro 
areas. Twenty-five met r o  
areas in the second quarter 
(14 percent) experienced d o u ­
ble-digit increases —  a small 
decrease f r o m  the 28 metro 
areas in the first quarter. A  
year ago, 34 met r o  areas (19 
percent) experienced double­
digit price gains.L a w r e n c e  Yun, N A R  chief 
economist, says a faster pace 
of h o m e  sales amidst lan­
guishing inventory levels 
p ushed h o m e  prices higher in 
m o s t  met r o  areas during the 
second quarter. “Steadily 
improving local job markets 
a n d  m o r t g a g e  rates teetering 
close to all-time lows brought 
buyers out in force in m a n y  
large a n d  middle-tier cities,” 
h e  said. “H o w e v e r ,  with 
home-building activity still 
failing to keep u p  with de­
m a n d  and not e n o u g h  current

h o m e o w n e r s  putting their 
h o m e  u p  for sale, prices con­
tinued their strong ascent —  
a n d  in m a n y  markets at a rate 
well abo v e  i n c o m e  growth.”

T h e  national m e d i a n  exist­
ing single-family h o m e  price 
in the second quarter w a s  
$240,700, u p  4.9 percent f r o m  
the second quarter of 2015 
($229,400), whi c h  w a s  previ­
ously the p e a k  quarterly m e ­
dian sales price. T h e  m e d i a n  
price during the first quarter 
of this year increased 6.1 
percent f r o m  the first quarter 
of 2015.

Total existing-home sales, 
including single family and 
condos, rose 3.8 percent to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 5.50 million in the 
second quarter f r o m  5.30 
million in the first quarter of 
this year, a n d  are 4.2 percent 
higher than the 5.28 million 
pace during the second quar­
ter of 2015.

“Primarily f r o m  repeat 
buyers m o v i n g  u p  or trading 
down, existing sales increased 
each m o n t h  last quarter and 
could’ve been e v e n  higher if 
not for a f e w  speed b u m p s , ” 
Y u n  said. “Closings w e r e  
slowed a bit b y  m e a g e r  s u p ­
ply levels a n d  h o m e  prices in 
m a n y  areas that are still ris­
ing too fast.”

At the e n d  of the second 
quarter, there w e r e  2.12 mil­lion existing h o m e s  available 
for sale, whi c h  w a s  below the 
2.25 million h o m e s  for sale at 
the e n d  of the second quarter 
in 2015. T h e  average supply 
during the second quarter 
w a s  4.7 m o n t h s  —  d o w n  f r o m  
5.1 m o n t h s  a year ago.

According to Yun. without 
e n o u g h  n e w  construction 
being built, existing inventory 
seriously failed to keep up 
with the growing d e m a n d  for 
buying. A s  a result, h o m e s  
typically stayed on the m a r ­
ket for around a m o n t h  
throughout the second quar­
ter, a n d  over 40 percent of

listings sold at or above list 
price, with J u n e  being the 
highest share since N A R  be­
g a n  tracking in D e c e m b e r  
2012 (43 percent).

" M a n y  listings in a m a j o r ­
ity of markets —  a n d  especial­
ly those in lower price ranges 
—  h a d  multiple offers and 
w e n t  und e r  contract quickly 
because of severely inade­
quate supply,” Y u n  said. “This 
in turn dented affordability 
a n d  without a doubt priced 
out a s e g m e n t  of buyers at­
tempting to seek relief f r o m  
fast-growing rents.”

Despite falling m o r t g a g e  
rates a n d  a small increase in 
the national family m e d i a n  
i n c o m e  ($68,774), swiftly 
rising h o m e  prices caused 
affordability to decline in the 
second quarter c o m p a r e d  to a 
year ago. To purchase a sin­
gle-family h o m e  at the nation­
al m e d i a n  price, a buy e r  m a k ­
ing a 5-percent d o w n  p a y m e n t  
wou l d  n e e d  an i n c o m e  of 
$52,255, a 10-percent d o w n  
p a y m e n t  wou l d  require an 
i n c o m e  of $49,504, and 
$44,004 would be n e eded for a 
20-percent d o w n  payment.

T h e  five m o s t  expensive 
housing markets in the second 
quarter w e r e  the S a n  Jose, 
California, met r o  area, w h e r e  
the m e d i a n  existing single­
family price w a s  $1,085,000; 
S a n  Francisco, $885,600; Ana- 
heim-Santa Ana, California, 
$742,200; urban Honolulu, 
$725,200; a n d  San Diego, 
$589,900.T h e  five lowest-cost metro 
areas in the second quarter 
w e r e  Youngstown-Warren- 
B o a r d m a n ,  Ohio, $85,400; 
Cumberland, Maryland, 
$94,900; Decatur, Illinois, 
$95,600; Binghamton, N e w  
York, $105,500; a n d  Rockford, 
Illinois, $109,000.

M e t r o  area c o n d o m i n i u m  
a n d  cooperative prices —  
covering changes in 59 metro 
areas —  s h o w e d  the national 
m e d i a n  existing-condo price

w a s  $227,200 in the second 
quarter, u p  4.8 percent f r o m  
the second quarter of 2015 
($216,700). Forty-four met r o  
areas (75 percent) s h o w e d  
gains in their m e d i a n  condo 
price f r o m  a year ago; 14 
areas had declines.

N A R  President T o m  
Salomone, broker-owner of 
Real Estate II Inc. in Coral 
Springs, Florida, says Real­
tors in m o s t  areas say m arket 
conditions have remained 
competitive well into the s u m ­
mer.
Regional b r e a k d o w n

Total existing-home sales 
in the Northeast j u m p e d  7.6 
percent in the second quarter 
a n d  are 11.3 percent abo v e  the 
second quarter of 2015. T h e  
m e d i a n  existing single-family 
h o m e  price in the Northeast 
w a s  $273,600 in the second 
quarter, u p  1.6 percent f r o m  a 
year ago.

In the Midwest, existing- 
h o m e  sales leaped 10.4 per­
cent in the second quarter and 
are 6.6 percent higher than a 
year ago. T h e  m e d i a n  existing 
single-family h o m e  price in 
the M i d w e s t  increased 5.1 
percent to $191,300 in the 
second quarter f r o m  the s a m e  
quarter a year ago.

Existing-home sales in the 
South inched forward 0.3 percent in the second quarter 
a n d  are 4.2 percent higher 
than the second quarter of 
2015. T h e  m e d i a n  existing 
single-family h o m e  price in 
the South w a s  $214,900 in the 
second quarter, 5.9 percent 
abo v e  a year earlier.In the West, existing-home 
sales climbed 1.4 percent in the second quarter but are 2.2 
percent below a year ago. T h e  
m e d i a n  existing single-family 
h o m e  price in the W e s t  in­
creased 6.5 percent to 
$346,500 in the second quarter 
f r o m  the second quarter of 
2015.

Condo 
association 

treasurer vexed 
over audit 

request letter

Robert
Meisner

Q: I am the treasurer of our 
condominium association 
and received a letter from a 
homeowner requesting to 
conduct an independent au­
dit of the association's books 
and records. The homeowner 
is claiming that the associa­
tion has refused to give him 
the documents he needed. He 
is threatening to sue the 
association 
but has not 
given an 
identification 
of exactly 
what records 
he wants to 
look at. He 
has also 
made previ­
ous requests 
for records
but they have been vague. 
What do you think?

A: I think that he is obvi­
ously looking to require y o u  to 
produce records for an i m ­
proper purpose. In a recent 
case out of Texas, the Appeals 
Court agreed with the trial 
court that the h o m e o w n e r ’s 
request on similar facts had 
not been specific e n o u g h  as to 
w h i c h  records he wanted. 
H o w e v e r ,  in that case, s o m e  of 
the requests w e r e  verbal, w e r e  
either unclear or sought rec­
ords that h a d  already been 
provided to the person. It m a y  
also be relevant as w a s  in this 
case that the h o m e o w n e r  w a s  
angry with, a n d  rude to the 
m e m b e r s  of the B o a r d  of D i ­
rectors a n d  refused to ac­
kn o w l e d g e  that he lost his 
position w h e n  another treasur­
er w o n  that seat on the board 
after election. Frequently, 
people w h o  are disgruntled use 
a request for do c u m e n t s  as an 
excuse to punish the associa­
tion. Y o u r  lawyer should be 
able to lead y o u  through this 
problem successfully.

Q: I read about a recent 
case concerning riparian 
rights on artificial bodies of 
water. Can you clarify that 
for me?

A: T h e  black letter c o m m o n  
law rule is that riparian rights 
do not attach to artificial b o d ­
ies of water. So if a p o n d  w a s  
created artificially, for e x ­
ample, in a case w h e r e  the 
prior o w n e r  h a d  installed a 
d a m ,  the court has held that 
there w e r e  n o  riparian rights. 
T h e  court in that case said that 
the d a m  turned the natural 
water course into a n  artificial 
one, defeating the claim of 
riparian rights. T o  be sure, you 
should review your case with 
an experienced real estate 
attorney.
Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and the 
author of "Condo Living 2: A n  
Authoritative Guide to Buying, Selling 
a nd  Operating a Condominium ."  H e  is 
also the author of "Condominium 
Operation: Getting Started &  Staying 
on the Right Track, "  second edition. 
Visit bmeisner@meisner-law.com. This 
column shouldn't be construed as 
legal advice.

REAL ESTATE 
BRIEFS

Benefit Estate Sale
Hall &  H u n t e r  Realtors will 

hold its 13th annual Estate Sale 
of Antiques, Collectibles and 
Treasures to benefit Habitat 
for H u m a n i t y  of Oakland 
County. It will b e  held Sat­
urday, Sept. 10, f r o m  9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Hall &  H u n t e r  Realtors, 
442 S. Old W o o d w a r d  Ave. in 
B i r m ingham. All year long.
Hall &  H u n t e r  Realtors collect 
antiques, gently used furniture 
a n d  collectibles. Since Hall &  
H unter started this tradition 11 
years ago, the firm has donat­
e d  $250,000 to Habitat for H u ­
manity of Oakland County. 
Sponsored by: Changing Places 
M o v i n g  C o m p a n y ,  D e v o n  Title 
Agency, Stefek’s Auctioneers &  
Appraisers, B a n k  of Birming­
h a m .  For m o r e  information, 
visit HallandHunter.com or 
call 248-644-3500.
Free foreclosure tours

Free foreclosure tours are 1 
p.m. ever>r other Sunday. M e e t ­
ing place is P a nera Br e a d  on 
the southeast c o m e r  of Middle- 
belt a n d  1-96. For m o r e  in­
formation, email G e o r g i a ®  
addedvaluerealty.com.
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BOBBITT KING

Email event information for this 
calendar to Sharon Dargay, 
sdargay@hometownlife.com.

AUGUST
C O N C E R T
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Aug. 18-19 
and 25-26
Location: Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 26880 La Muera, Far­
mington Hills
Details: Trinity a nd Friends 
choir presents "Let's G o  To The 
Movies." Tickets are $12 
Contact: trinityinthewoods.org
GRIEFSHARE
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 21-Nov. 6 
Location: N e w  Life Church,
33111 Ford Road, Garden City 
Details: Grief support group 
provides help and encourage­
m e n t  after the death of a loved 
one. Cost is $20 and includes 
workbook.
Contact: 248-766-5977
R U M M A G E  SALE
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 19 and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat­
urday, Aug. 20
Location: Sacred Heart Church, 
29125 Six Mile, Livonia 
Details: Bicycles, furniture, 
antiques, lamps and light fix­
tures, tools and hardware, kids 
games and toys, sporting goods, 
h o m e  decor, kitchenware, 
books, music, movies and more. 
All proceeds will go toward 
church utility bills 
Contact: Sacred Heart church 
office, 734-522-3166
T-SHIRT COLLECTION
Time/Date: Aug. 15-Sept. 15 
Location: K e n w o o d  Church of 
Christ, 20200 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: The church is collecting 
T-shirts in bright colors for adults 
and youngsters in Zimbabwe. 
Helping Hands, Touching Hearts, 
a Farmington Hills-based charity, 
will send the donations to Africa 
next month. A  donation box is 
accessible 24/7 and is stationed 
at the church's front door 
Contact: kenwoodchurch.org
W O R S H I P  IN THE PARK
Time/Date: 11 a.m. Sunday, 
through Aug. 21 
Location: Cherry Hill Village 
Schoolhouse grounds, located at 
Ridge and Cherry Hill roads. 
Canton
Details: St Michael Lutheran 
Church holds outdoor services 
with childcare provided 
Contact: 734-459-3333, connec- 
tingwithGod.org

SEPTEMBER
A N N I V E R S A R Y  G A L A
Time/Date: 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 24
Location: St. Nicholas Event 
Center, 760 Wattles, Troy 
Details: Gala celebrates Bloom­
field Hills-based Manresa Jesuit 
Retreat House's 90th anniversa­
ry. The Rev. Leo Cachat will 
celebrate Mass. Hors d'oeuvres, 
dinner, silent auction and danc­
ing will follow. Marie Osborne 
of W J R  760 A M  radio will e m ­
cee. Tickets are $100 and $20 
Contact: 248-644-4933; manre­
sa.sj.org
GRIEFSHARE
Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
beginning Sept. 19 
Location: Christ O ur Savior 
Lutheran Church, 14175 Far­
mington Road, Livonia 
Details: Grief support group 
will m e e t  for 13 sessions. Each 
w e e k  participants will watch a 
video seminar featuring experts 
on grief and recovery subjects, 
and will spend time in dis­
cussion. W orkbooks will be 
available for personal study of 
the grieving process. Register at 
christoursavior.org
Contact: Linda Hollman at 
734-522-6830 or Mike McGrath 
at 248-505-8894

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
Congregation Beth Ahm 
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Wednesday 
Location: 5075 W .  Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: "Drop In &  Learn," 
which runs year-round, features 
lectures on D V D  o n  Jewish 
history, culture, philosophy, and 
related topics, followed by brief 
informal discussion. N o  charge, 
no reservations required 
Contact: Nancy Kaplan at 
248-737-1931; nancyel- 
Ien879@att.net 
Our Lady of Loretto

Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
M o n d a y
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Bedford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000
St. Michael the Archangel 
Parish
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second 
and fourth Thursday, through 
M a y
Location: 11441 Hubbard, just 
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia 
Details: Gary Michuta, author 
and Catholic apologist, leads a 
study of Isaiah. Bring your o w n  
Bible
Contact: 734-261-1455. ext 200 
or on line at www.livoniast- 
michael.org.
Faith Community Wesleyan 
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every 
Saturday
Location: 14560 Merriman, 
Livonia
Details: This informal class 
includes fellowship, discussion 
and question and answers. All 
ages welcome. Bibles available if 
you don't have one 
Contact: pastor T o m  Hazel­
w o o d  at 734-765-5476 
ST. INNOCENT 
O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
W ednesday
Location: 23300 W .  Chicago 
Road, Redford Township 
Details: A n  informal and o n g o ­
ing study of the Orthodox faith 
and life. RSVP to Subdeacon 
Joshua Genig at joshua.ge- 
nig@gmail.com or 630-936-6386 
Contact: facebook.com/stinno- 
cen redford 
EXERCISE
Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday 
Location: Clarenceville United 
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid- 
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile, 
Livonia
Details: Instructor W e n d y  
Motta, a seven-year Z u m b a  
practitioner, teaches Z u m b a  
through drop-in classes. Each 
costs $3. Participants should 
bring water, a towel and wear 
athletic shoes. For m o r e  in­
formation, email Motta through 
zumba.com 
Contact: 313-408-3364
FAMILY M E A L
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington 
Hills
Details: Free meal 
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4 
p.m. first Tuesday of the month; 
English service, 3-4 p.m. third 
Tuesday of the month 
Location: The Antiochian 
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary, 
18100 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: The service includes 
prayers of petition and in­
tercession, hymns. Scripture 
readings and the anointing of 
the sick. Offertory candles are 
available for a free will offering 
in the vestibule of the church. 
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub 
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey 
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com
M O M S
Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday, September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool­
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers 
of infants through kindergart- 
ners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at 
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at 
734-658-2463
Dunning Park Bible Chapel 
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W .  Chicago 
Road, Redford
Details: M O P S  is a place where 
m o m s  can build friendships, 
receive mothering support, 
practical help and spiritual hope. 
Contact: A m y  at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: D u n k  N  Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set­
ting. Pet blessings are available

after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER
St. Edith Church 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs­
day
Location: Parish office, 15089 
Newburgh, Livonia 
Details: Group meets for sing­
ing, praying and short teaching. 
Fellowship with snacks follows 
Contact: Parish office at 734- 
464-1223
Contact: 734-464-1223
St. Michael Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday- 
Friday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, 
Canton
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact: 734-459-3333 for 
additional information 
Recycling
RISEN CHRIST 
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Sat­
urday of the month 
Location: 46250 A n n  Arbor 
Road, between Sheldon and 
Beck roads, Plymouth 
Details: Recycle your cell 
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet 
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads, 
tablets, eReaders on the third 
Saturday of each month. Use the 
doors on east side of church. 
Contact: Lynn H a p m a n  at 
734-466-9023
SINGLES
Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W .  Chicago, 
Redford, R o o m  304 
Details: Divorce Overcomers 
group is designed for individuals 
going through divorce, those 
w h o  are divorced or separated. 
Contact: The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org 
Steve's Family Restaurant 
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: W i d o w e d  m e n  of all 
ages m a y  attend the W i d o w e d  
Friends Men's breakfast. This is 
an informal "peer" group where 
m e n  have an opportunity to 
meet with others.
Contact: 313-534-0399
SUPPORT
Apostolic Christian Church 
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily
Location: 29667 Wentworth, 
Livonia
Details: Adult day care program 
at the church's W o o d h a v e n  
Retirement Community. Funding 
available from TSA, A A A  1-C 
Older Americans Act.
Contact: 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com
Connection Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday 
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton 
Details: Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered recovery for all 
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care is available for free 
Contact: Jonathan@Connec- 
tionchurch.info or 248-787-5009 
Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W .  Chicago, 
Redford; R o o m  202 
Details: Addiction N o  More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems 
Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244 
» Farmington Hills Baptist 
Church
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second 
Tuesday of the m o n t h  except 
January, July and August 
Location: 28301 Middlebelt, 
between 12 Mile a nd 13 Mile in 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Western Oakland 
Parkinson Support Group 
Contact: 248-433-1011 
» Merriman Road Baptist 
Church
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 2055 Merriman, 
Garden City
Details: Metro Fibromyalgia 
support group meets; donations 
Contact: www.metrofibro- 
group.com; or call Ruthann with 
questions at 734-981-2519 
» Fireside Church of God 
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

Location: 11771 Newburgh, 
Livonia
Details: Fireside Adult Day 
Ministry activity-based program 
for dependent adults, specializ­
ing in dementia care. Not a 
drop-in center 
Contact: 734-855-4056 or 
734-464-0990; www.firesidecho- 
g.org; or email to adm@fire- 
sidechog.org
» St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. Saturday 
Location: 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: A  twice-monthly drop- 
in Food Cupboard (nonperish­
able items) is available 
Contact: 734-421-8451
»» St. Thomas a' Becket 
Church
Time/Date: Weigh-in is 6:15- 
6:55 p.m.; support group 7 p.m. 
Thursday
Location: 555 S. Lilley, Canton 
Details: Take Off Pounds Sen­
sibly
Contact: Margaret at 734-838- 
0322
» Ward Evangelical Presby­
terian Church
Time/Date: 6 p.m. dinner (op­
tional); 7 p.m. worship; 8 p.m. 
small group discussion; 9 p.m. 
Solid Rock Cafe (optional coffee/ 
desserts), Thursday 
Location: 40000 Six Mile, North- 
ville Township 
Details: Celebrate Recovery 
helps m e n  a nd w o m e n  find 
freedom from hurts, habits and 
hangups (addictive and c o m ­
pulsive behaviors); child care is 
free.
Contact: Child care, 248-374- 
7400; www.celebraterecovery- 
.com and www.wardchurch.org/ 
celebrate
THRIFT STORE
St. James Presbyterian 
Location: 25350 W .  Six Mile, 
Redford
Contact: 313-534-7730 for 
additional information 
Way of Life Christian Church 
Time/Date: 2-3:30 p.m. third 
Saturday from October through 
M a y
Location: 9401 General Drive, 
Lilley Executive Plaza, Suite 100, 
Plymouth
Details: W o m e n ' s  fellowship is 
designed for w o m e n  with a 
question to k n o w  G o d  m o r e  in 
their lives.
Contact: 734-637-7618
T O U R
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m. to noon 
first Sunday of the m o n t h  
Location: The Solanus Casey 
Center, a Capuchin ministry, at 
1780 M o u n t  Elliott, Detroit 
Details: Led by Capuchin friar 
Larry Webber, the director of 
the Solanus Casey Center, the 
tour focuses on the spirituality 
and holiness of Father Solanus, a 
humble Capuchin friar credited 
with miraculous cures and 
valued for his wise and compas­
sionate counsel. N o  reservations 
are needed, although the center 
requests an advance phone call 
for groups of five or more. N o  
cost for the tour, although 
donations are accepted. 
Contact: 313-579-2100, Ext. 149; 
www.solanuscenter.org
W O R S H I P
» Adat Shalom Synagogue 
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. 
and 9 p.m. Saturday; 7:30 a.m. 
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday; a nd 6 
p.m. weekdays 
Location: 29901 Middlebelt 
Farmington Hills 
Contact: 248-851-5100 
» Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 8:30 a.m. and 11 
a.m. services; 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
school and youth a nd adult 
Bible classes
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, just north of 1-96, Livonia 
Contact: 734-522-6830
» Congregation Bet Chave- 
rim
Time/Date: Services are held 7 
p.m. the third Friday of the 
m o n t h
Location: At the shared facil­
ities of Cherry Hill United M e t h ­
odist Church, 321 S. Ridge, 
Canton
Details: Reformed Jewish 
Congregation with Rabbi Peter 
Gluck and Cantorial soloist 
Robin Liberatore 
Contact: www.Facebook.com/ 
betchaverim or email to be- 
tchaverim@yahoo.com

A R L E N E  A. A  long time 
resident of Canton, passed 
from this life o n  August 9, 
2016, at the a ge of 80. Arlene 
w a s  the beloved wife (61 
years), of the late Richard P. 
Bobbitt: a nd loving sister of 
R a y  (the late Sylvia) Johnson, 
R o n  (Annette) Johnson, and 
the late Douglas S. Johnson. 
S h e  w a s  a  wonderful person, 
w h o m  everyone cherished 
knowing her. S h e  missed 
Richard so dearly after his 
passing. It brings m u c h  
happiness to her family and 
friends, just knowing that they 
are back together, once again, 
in G o d ’s hands.

BORTON

DOROTHY (Nee BRAY) 
August 13, 2016 of Garden 
City. Beloved wife of Louis. 
Dear mother of Linda (Brian) 
Sorensen, Michael (Tonya), 
David Theresa (Martin) 
McNulty, Jeffrey (Cindy) 
and Daniel. Also survived 
by 11 grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren and 
brother Joseph (Geraldine) 
Bray. Resting at the L.J.
Griffin Funeral H o m e ,  7707 
Middlebelt R d  (at A n n  Arbor 
Tr.) W e d n e s d a y  5-9 p.m. 
Thursday 12-9 p.m. Rosary 
at 7  p.m. Instate Friday 9:30 
a.m. St. T h o m a s  the Apostle 
Church 31530 Beechwood,
(N. of Ford Rd., at Merriman 
Rd.) until 10 a.m. Mass, Share 
a “memorial tribute" with the 
family at

griffinfuneralhome.com

IN L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  O F
MARK ALAN 
WELLS

Sept. 27. 1958 - Aug. 15, 2015 
Precious Priceless Memories 

Miss You, Love You!
M o m

May, tfie, 
m e m a i y  ofyaur 

laved one...

...bring,you peace.

B O N N I E  J A N E  ( N E E  BRI N E S )
A g e  69, of Plymouth: passed 
a w a y  peacefully o n  August 
14, 2016. Bonnie w a s  born in 
Midland, Michigan on October 
21, 1946 into a  "Brady B u n c h ” 
family. Bonnie and her two 
brothers had the s a m e  mother 
while she and her two sisters 
shared the s a m e  father. Since 
her closest sibling w a s  ten 
years older than Bonnie, you 
might say that she grew u p  as 
an only child with six parents. 
College w a s  a  given w h e n  
growing up in Midland. Bonnie 
followed her sister Barbe to 
Michigan State University 
where she would soon meet 
her future husband, Russ 
King. After graduation, Bonnie 
worked as a buyer for J. L. 
H u d s o n  Co. in the historic 
Detroit location. S h e  loved 
the excitement of working 
in a bustling retail setting in 
d o w n t o w n  for five years, but a 
family w a s  in the future. Bonnie 
chose to invest her time 
raising two lovely daughters. 
Melissa and Mandy. During 
these years, everyone around 
Bonnie were the beneficiaries 
of her extensive culinary skills 
as she insisted that dinner 
w a s  an experience shared 
every night. Family and friends 
alike learned to try different 
foods as they shared the d a y ’s 
experiences, both g o o d  and 
bad. It w a s  also during this 
period that Bonnie continued 
to develop her skills as a 
fiber artist: weaving, sewing, 
quilting and making personal 
greeting cards for those she 
loved. Life sped by as it s e e m s  
to for all of us, Bonnie enjoyed 
great family experiences, 
school days, vacations and 
watching her girls g r o w  into 
strong, independent, and 
mature young w o m e n  which 
s e e m e d  to occur in the 
blink of an eye. Bonnie’s life 
further blossomed at a ge fifty 
w h e n  she began attending 
Bible Study Fellowship 
(BSF), an international, non- 
denominational organization 
which studies m o s t  of the 
Bible in 7-8 year cycles.
S h e  d o v e  into those lessons 
with vigor a nd excitement 
as she learned about heroes 
in scripture w h o  were as 
flawed as each one of us are 
a nd yet experienced G o d ’s 
love as m u c h  as w e  have 
today. Bonnie shared the 
B S F  experience with as m a n y  
people as she could, including 
her reluctant husband w h o  
w a s  changed as m u c h  as she 
w a s  by the Gospel. T h e  beauty 
of exploring G o d ’s w o r d  led 
Bonnie to “take hold of life that 
is truly life" (1 Timothy 6:19) 
a nd n o w  she is being cheered 
on into her n e w  h o m e  by a 
chorus of angels in Heaven 
a nd o n  Earth. Beloved wife of 
46 years to Russ King. Dear 
mother of Melissa (Jason) 
Crain and A m a n d a  “M a n d y ” 
(Aris) Lambropoulos. Proud 
g r a n d m a  of Matthew, Luke, 
Ben, Andrew, and Zoe. Caring 
sister of Janet Mayer. Step­
daughter of Joanne K. Brines. 
Bonnie w a s  preceded in death 
by her parents, Melvin and 
Ruth Brines: as well as her 
siblings, Robert Reynolds,
Gale Reynolds, a nd Barbara 
Peterson. Memorial Visitation 
will be Thursday, August 
18th between the hours of 
3  p.m. until 8 p.m. at the 
Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral 
H o m e ,  46401 W. A n n  Arbor 
Rd., Plymouth, Ml 48170,
(734) 459-2250. T he Memorial 
Service will take place on 
Friday, August 19th at 11 a.m. 
at NorthRidge Church. 49555 
N. Territorial Road. Plymouth. 
Ml 48170. T he family will greet 
friends at church on Friday 
starting at 10 a.m. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations 
to Bible Study Fellowship 
(BSF), 19001 Huebner Rd..
S a n  Antonio, T X  78258, 
http://www.bsfinternational. 
org/ and SpringHill Camps. 
8295 95th Ave.. Evart. Ml 
49631, www.springhillcamps. 
c o m ;  envelopes will also be 
available at the funeral h o m e  
a nd church. To share a  tribute 
of Bonnie. Please visit

venneulenfuneralhome.com.

Your Invitation to Worship
For information 
regarding this 
directory please

Call
Janice Brandon 
at 248-926-2204 

or email
jkbrando@michigan.com

EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

Sunday Worship Services
8 a.m. | 9:30 a.m. | 11a.m.

4 affermt mjuc Ryto from cUiwc to moCem 
w w w  wardchurch org



B 8  (•) 0  &  E Media | Thursday. August 18. 2016 Classified Advertising: 1-800-579-7355 hometownlife.comCLASSIFIEDS O bserver &  E ccentric
Phone: 800-579-7355 Place a n  a d  online 24/7 at
Fax: 313-496-4968 advertise.hometownllfe.com
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Auctions, pets, services & stuff

S T U F F
Deadlines: Friday at 4pm for Sunday 

Tuesday at 3pm for Thursday

classifieds.hometownlife.com

All advertising published In Hometownlife/O&E Media newspapers is subject to the conditions stated In the applicable rate card(s). Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met­
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ProfessionalService
all your needs...
H o m e  Health Services Estate Sales

Reeds H o m e  Heallh Agency offers 
Respite/Companionship to individuals 
&  love ones of low rates. 248-795-0675

Painting
Removal ̂ fnteHor^ExfGrlor^FMas.er/ 
Drywall Repair 'Staining. 40 vrs exp 
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

P R O F E S S I O N A L  PAINTING
InWExt.. Work myself, free est. 

Reasonable. (248) 225-7165

Community ,

announcements, events...
Special Notices
Public Vehicle Auction 

August 24, 2016 / 10:00 A.M. 
Ross Towing 

21340 Telegraph Rd. 
Southfield, Ml 48033 

248-356-6011
2002 J E E P  1J4GL58K 52W329621
2005 C H E V Y  2G1WF42E059125178

1999 CA D I L L A C
1G6E T 1291XU619980 

2000 BU I C K  1G4HP54K3YU110292 
2013 D O D G E  2C3CDXBG3DHS22504 

1995 M E R C U R Y  
1MELM5349SG653643 
2007 M E R C U R Y  

3MEHM08137R617924 
2001 INFINITY 

JNKCA31A51T005566 
2000 F O R D  1FMZU63E3YZ883452

2001 P O N T I A C  
1G2NF52T91M513058
2000 MITSUBISHI 

4A3AA46G1 Y E  164625 
1999 PONTIAC 

1G2NE52T6XM720423
2000 C A D I L L A C

1G  Y E  K13R3YR162061
2002 PO N T I A C  

3G7DA03E32S577928
2000 G M C  1GKDT13W2Y2334369 
2013 F O R D  1FADP3K22DL375265 
2007 F O R D  1FAHP37N97W345235
2006 C H E V Y  1G1AL55F267832714
1999 NISSAN 4N2XN11TXXD801615 
2006 S A T U R N  1G8AJ55FD6Z100545
1990 M A Z D A  JM1NA3512L0127777
2000 C H E V Y  1GNDT13W4Y2368557 
1994 S A T U R N  1G8ZFI596RZ316475 
1999 D O D G E  1B3EJ46X9XN665363

Find what you want in 
CLASSIFIED!

Canton, Moving Sale, 226 Cherry Hill

items. Dir: Cherry Hill Condos 
North ot Cherry Hill Rd 
East of Lotr Rd
Farmington Hills - 25869 Rutledge 
Crossing Sale Aug 20th Sat 9-4p Liv­
ing room furniture, sofa and occasion­
al chairs, Dining room set, kitchen 
table and chairs, curio cabinets, 
Framed art, flat screen TV, asain 
rugs, desks. Christmas decor and 
womens clothing. More into visit:
www.suchafindestateliquidation.com

Northville Estate Furniture Sale! Sat 
8/20 only 12pm-6pm No  early birds- 
Mostlv large items. 38786 Cheshire

Pte Dr, 
Thur: 9

Michigan, 48187 Wed: 9-5,
•5, Fri: 9-5, Furniture, mlsc

Plymouth - 49131 Harvest Sale Aug 
20th Sat 9-4p Oak Dining roan Set. 

Asian Art and Figurines, Framed art. 
Queen Bed Frame, Y a h a m a  Upright 
Paino excellent condition, water Illy 
room divider, sectional sofa, two 

white sofas, side tables and dressers, 
dressers, mirrors and lamps. 

More info visit:
www.suchafindestateliquidation.com

Events &  Fairs
M O M - 2 - M O M  S A L E  Taylor Town 

Trade Center 22525 Ecorse R d  10-3p 
Sat Aug 20th Christine 313-779-8241 
Chri5tinesscrapbooks0yohoo.com

Gara ge-Tag Sale

Dearborn Heights, Hugh Yard Sale 
tor Dog Rescue. 4433 Cornell, 
Michigan, 48125. Aug 18-20, Thur-Sot 
9-5, Everything you can Imagine. 
Great Stuff!!! Great Cause!!!, Dir: 
T w o  blocks east ot Telegraph on 
Annapolis. Left at Cornell

Livonia-Moving Sale- 28772 Minton CT 
Fri 8. Sot Aug 19 &  20th. 9-5p  Coke Co­
la items, beer signs, household goods.
Livonia Super Sale-32723 Ohio Street 
Aug 18-201 h. 9-4:30pm. Dining table, 
hutch, microwave, storage coses, lug­
gage, glassware, Elvis memor, books, 
VHS, DVD, CD, pointings, toys, more.
Milford • Garage &  Antiques Sale 615 
S Main St. Fri-Sat. Aug 19-20!h Primi- 
tlves, kitchenware N O  toys/clothes.
Milford Yard Sale, 568 Milford 
Meadows Dr TH/F Aug 18-19 9-4. Ap­
pliances, antiques, dolls, golf, milita­
ry, house items. South Hill to Milford 
Meadows
N e w  Hudson-60514 Town Square. Aug 
18-20th. Thur/Frl; 9-5pm. Sot; 9-2pm. 
K-4 Teaching Materials 8. Household.

Northville -1 day Moving Sale - Sun 
Aug 21st Only 12-6pm 39561 Dun 
Ravin DR, w  of Haggerty S of 6 ml.

Northville, Multi-family, Thur-Sot 9-4, 
46055 Bloomcrest Dr. Crib, toys. , , 
bounce house, kid/adlt clothes, fabric, 
lace, housewares, bedding, Dvd/Vcr. 
books, collectibles, holiday, skates

O A K  P A R K  - Garage Sale,
14021 Balfour, Thur: 10-6 pm., Fri: 
10-6 pm. HI 8, Lo, Fun 8. Funky,.Old 
8, New, American Girl, Bikes, Dir: 
Near 10 Mile and Coolidge

Parish Wide R u m m a g e  Sale 
Sacred Heart Byzantine Church, 
29125 W. 6 Mile Rood. Fri. Aug 

19th; 9-5pm. Sat. Aug 20th; 9-4pm. 
Huge Assortment o( Items!!!

Redford, Yard, 9546 Groyfield, 
Michigan, 48239 Sun: 8/21 9o-3p, W o m ­
en's clothing (L-3XL, tolls), shoes (9- 
11), wallets/purses, iewelry, travel, 
electronics, household., Dir: North ot 
Chicago, East of Telegragph. 1/3 mile 
east ot World Outreach Church.

S. Lyon Wed. 8/17-Sat. 8/20 9am-3pm 
Household, clothing (M, W  8, Jr.) 8, 

M O R E !  61376 Creekvlew Dr.

2 DAYS ONLY
South Lyon, 25686 Cooch Lane, 
Michigan, 48178 Fri: Aug 19th 10-6, 
Sat: Aug 20th 10-6. Furniture, elec­
tronics, exercise equipment, cloth­
ing, toys, books, dvd's, household,
8, misc.

South Lyon Thurs. 8/18 8. Fri. 8/19 
9am-5pm H U G E  selection of iewelry, 
purses 8i scarves. Jewelry 8, scarves 

$1-56. 24280 Douglas Dr.

Westland Estate Sale- 35507 Canyon 
everything must be sold inside and 

out Aug 18,19,20 10am to 5pm

Domestic Pets
H A V A N E S E  PUPS- B E A U T I F U L  
QUALITY, hypo-allergenic, home 
raised. 313.999.6-147

Pet Services
L O W  COST V E T  V A C C I N E  

W E L L N E S S  CLINIC 
TSC -  W H I T E  L A K E  

150 Highland Rd. Sun. Sept. 11th, 
•M-6:30PM D H P P  Lepto C V  B D T  
8, 3 year Rabies $14, Heartworm 
est $15 v// purchase of 6 months 

heartworm prevention.
JST B R I N G  AD. Skin, Ear &  Eye 

exams avail. 313-686-5701

Assorted
Items

dll kinds of things.
Appliances

General

Engineering &  IT
REFR^IGER ATORS^SI50^4 up̂ ! Range, L L ? ^ k ? s 5 f ^ a r ^ r S l t ^ f l nS  
worVant'y/dcl'iverv> Call:U(734) 796^3472 facility*located at 15000 Haggerty

Cemetery Lots
Detroit Grand Lawn Cemetery 

2 burial plots. Section 26, both $1800. 
734-459-9423

General Merchandise
Upholstery equipment, console sev/- 
ing machine, button maker w/ dies, 
F o a m  saw, staple guns ect. Priced to 
sell. Excellent Conditon 734-522-7379

W a n t e d  to Buy
C A S H  P A I D  or C O N S I G N M E N T  for 
Vintage. Antique 8. Other Valuable 
Items. Single items to storage units 
to entire estates. Professional, 
courteous, (air, honest, discreet older 
gentleman. I D R I V E  T O  YOU. Coins, 
costume 8, tine iewelry, knick knacks, 
military, collections, books, toys, 
stereos, instruments- ephemera, 
clothing, Christmas, much more. 
Richard, BSE, MB A :
248-795-0362. www.1844wepayyou.com

ilication specific S W  modules in em- 
C  according to internal &  ex-

facllity located at 15000 Haggerty 
Road, Plymouth, Ml 48170. Develop 
customer specidc S W  solutions 8. ap- 
plicatioi 
bedded
ternal reas. Telecommuting permit­
ted up to 2 davs/v/eek. REDS: M S  de­
gree, or foreign equivalent. In C o m p  
Sci, Elec Eng, or related +  3 yrs of 
work exp in embedded S W  develop­
ment. Applicant must have some 
work exp w/: S W  architecture plan­
ning. designing, 8, implementation for 
an Electronic Power Steering system, 
incl embedded S W  design, develop­
ment, integration, 8. testing: using 
embedded microcontrollers (8-bit/16- 
bit/32-blt) &  c o m m o n  peripherals for 
embedded S W  development in embed-

manogement tools incl ClearQuest; 
cross compilers 8. cross assemblers; 
S W  development life cycle; S W  static 
analysis incl Gliwo T1 Timing Suite; 
reas m g m t  tools incl DOORS; 8. vehi­
cle communication protocols incl 
CAN, LIN. 8. Flexray; developing 
A U T O S A R  architecture, integratioi 
configuration of Basic SW, OS, 8.

ion 8,
configuration of Basic SW, OS, 8, 
Communication stacks, &  performing 
model-based design w/in A U T O S A R  
environment; using ISO 26262 func­
tional safety standards for S W  devel­
opment; &, using maturity models 
incl ASPICE Si C M M I  to improve sys­
tems &  S W  development 8. for proc­
ess 8. project assessments. Applicants 
should submit resume &  cover letter 
to carrie.kingebosch.com

General
C A R P E N T E R S  W A N T E D

With at least 10 years experience. 
Must have own tools 

844-366.9966

DINING FACILITY O P E N I N G S
Immediate Openings 
for Beautiful Assisted 

Living Facility in Westland for 
Cooks and

Full or Part-Time Servers. 
Please fax resume: (248)350-9083

N O W
HIRING

Dispatcher for Maintenance Dept
at fownhouse cooperative in 

Westland. Full time with benefits. 
Must be proficient in computer and 

telephone skills. Send resumes or stop
in: 34850 Fountain Blvd, Westland Ml 
48185. email: hpphonebookeyahoo.com

L A N D S C A P E  &
L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

Company hiring full-Time Laborers. 
Please call: 248-669-1350

A L L  P O S I T I O N S  
J O E ' S  P R O D U C E

Deli Counter • Produce (Days) 
Meat/Seafood*Dishwashers*Cashiers 
Pastery Closer • Grocery (Days)

Please apply in person at:
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia 

Or online at: ioesproduce.com

PAINTER
$17/hr -f paid overtime. 5 yrs of 
commercial/industrial pointing exp. 
brush/roll/sproy application. Ladder 
work is req. Reliable transportation 
to travel. Benefits: 401K, dental. W 2  
employer, no piece or sublet work. 
Background check &  drug testing req. 
40+ hrs/wk, some wkends. Resume: 

staff0 mastercrof1cootings.com

P A I N T E R S  W A N T E D
For Residential and Commercial. 10+  years experience.

Must hove own tools 
844-366.9966

Personal Assistant
Seeking motivated, intelligent.
individual needed for specialty 
practice as personal assistant to 
doctor. Must be proficient on the 
computer and experienced with 
arranging travel plans (hotel and 

air) for business and personal mat­
ters. Salary: $40,000.00 - 570,000.00 

C A L L S  O N L Y  (248 ) 357-3100.
Preferred: Full Time Position.

P L A S T E R  PR O F E S S I O N A L
With at least 10 years experience in 
Real Plaster. Must have own tools 

844-366.9966

Healthcare-Dental
MA/LPN/RN F U L L  T I M E  for busy 
outpatient family practice in Novi.
Phlebotomy, highly motivated, 

willing to work hard one on one with 
physician. Interested in holistic 

medicine a plus. Please send email: 
patty.horne0 yahoo.com

Get results. Advertise in CLASSIFIEDS!

Network Physician
Wanted to provide primary care 
medical care to patients. Work 
location: Grasse Pointe. Ml. 

Send resume to:

Beaumont 1 mV1
Mr. Woolsey, HR, William 

Beaumont Hospital, 16500 W. 12 
Mile Rd., Southfield, Ml 48076

WANT THAT JOB?
SEE W H O  ELSE DOES.
Get your free hirelNSIDER report at CareerBuilder.com.

CareerBuilder’s new hirelNSIDER is a F R E E  report that shows you how 
you match up against other candidates w h o ’ve applied to the same job. 
Find out more at careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/jobreport.

CAREERBUILDER"
S T A R T  BUILDING
©  2012 CareerBuilder, LLC. All rights reserved. O bserver &  E ccentric

h o m e t o w n l l f e . c o m

» •»
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Social Media Director
Seeking lech-sow. social media skil­
led, Individual lo manage and digi­
tally market the online oresonco tor 
a high Quality specialty dental prac­
tice. This Individual needs to bo 
proliclcnt In multitasking. Some 

dental experience Is preferred. Sal­
ary: $40,000.00 S 70.000.00 
C A L L S  O N L Y  (248 357-3100.

Full or Part-time

Surgical Dental Assistant
Dental assistant with surgical 
experience wanted for a high 

quality specialty practice. Required 
experience: Experienced 

candidates are preterred: 3 years 
Excellent salary 

. Bir
v. 0 • •
Full or port time.

Please call 248-357-3100.

and great working 
conditions. BirminghanVSouthtleld 

area. C A L L S  ONLY.

D R I V E R  C D L  A
&  DR I V E R  W I T H  C H A U F F E R  S 
LICENSE &  M O V E R S  N E E D E D .

Local moving company Is looking to 
add to our team!

Full time &  part time openings 
Condldatcs must have drivers 
license and be able to work 
mornings &  evenings. No 

experience needed. Must be 18 or 
older great (or College students, 
must be able to lift 100 lbs. Drug 

free company- will be drug tested. 
Email for phone interview 
elitemovingl6egmail.com

Real Estate

starting fresh...

Bloomfield 3 br, 3 both, 5000 sf, built 
In 1988, ma n y  skylights, marble firs, 2 
frpls, walk-out deck, built-in storage, 
alt 2 car gar, all appl's Included. 

$440,000. 248-859-4442

Find your new job HERE!

S699•• moves you in!
Homes storting os low os $ 1,099/month!

3 & 4 Bedroom Homes Available!
Dent delay & call today* These homes are going fasti 

Call SunHomes today. (888) 685-0265
Or apply online at vrww.4northviUe.com 

South lyon Schools' 
OFFICEHOURS:

M-f 8a-5p*Sat9a-ip 
Offer expires 8/31/2016 

••Some restrictions apply. EHO

W a n t e d  to Buy▼  I
W E  B U
Need fo__ ____... .
W E  B U Y  H O M E S  IN A L L  AREASI 
Need to soli vour home? Learn how fo

Real Estate
Rentals%
great place to live...

Farmington Area Adult C o m m .  55+, 
coiv-q u Ic ! country sotting, heat &  

water Incl. $590 Readyl (734)564-8402

i Condo/Duplexes/ 
Townhouses Rent

Transportation
Wheels ^
best deal for you.

E x c e l l e n t
H Ĉ î <F! ■  ÛolFr̂i.
automatic, excellent cond every op­
tion, black oxt., block Int., 04 cylin­
ders, FW D .  $23,000. EX-L Model 
Settling Estate. Coll (734 ) 347-0899

i! r i it trf t j .'.i ii rv’/ i y L«tV j d - KM
U S E D  L O W E R E D  F L O O R  IN S T O C K  
10 U N D E R  $15,000 5751 S C E D A R  ST 
L A N S I N G  Ml C A L L  RIS. 517-230-8865

Plymouth Beacon Hollow Condo. 
Prime location. 2 br. family room,

S 9 S 9 S H B
Redford-2 br duplex. Inkster &  Beech 
poly, bsmt, hdrw firs, beautiful !$750 
+  sec. no ufil. Sec 8 ok. 313-399-4893

Find what 
you want in
CLASSIFIED!

Adorable 3 bed. 2 bath home with a great open floor plan!

No Application Fee Required | 3rd Party Financing Available
_ v  Call S u n  H o m e s  today, 8 8 8-68 5-02 65

Visit u s  o n l i n e  at www.4northville.com 
- S o u t h  L y o n  S c h o o l s !
OFFICE HOURS M - F  8 a - 5 p  • S a t  9 a - l p  

Offer expires 8/31/2016 • “S o m e  restrictions a p p l y  E H O

S U N H O M E S

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

N M L S # 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 3.25 0 2.625 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.25 0 2.625 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.125 0 2.49 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.25 0 2.5 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 3.625 0 2.875 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 3.375 0 2.875 0

R o s s  Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 3.625 0 2.875 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 3.5 0.25 2.875 0

A b o v e  Information available as of 8/12/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 2 0 %  d o w n  &  credit score of 740 or above. J u m b o  rates, specific payment 

calculation &  most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at w w w . r m c r e p o r t . c o m .

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

© 2 0 1 6  Residential M o r t g a g e  Consultants, Inc., All Rights R e s e n / e d

GET COOKING WITH 
THE EMPLOYMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS!
Whether you're looking for 
a job in the food industry 
or another field, we've got 
the recipe for success!

• Generous portions of 
regional listings

• A  blend of employers and 
employment agencies

SPICE U P  Y O U R  CAREER -  
P U T  O U R  CLASSIFIEDS T O  W O R K  F O R  YOU!

>« *'
O bserver &  E ccentric
3 0 m Q t o w n l i f e . c o m

A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

1-800-579-7355
w w w . h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

M J D i M M  P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

A C R O S S 4 5  Distinctive 91 Lyrical verse D O W N 39 G u m b o 7 9  E s chews
1 Last latter, lo barnyard 9 2  Per-unit cost 1 G a v e  an soup 80 “Groovy!"
Brits sound 93 Big foil electric jolt vegetable 82 Sugar suffix

4  Peeve 50 Stephen ol maker 2  T h e  River 4 0  Big n a m e  In 87 Turn bad
8  Family car •Angie" 97 S e e actress eye care 88 Sunshine bit

13 Scenic 51 Cat’s gripper 8 9 - D o w n Mumford 41 Die a w a y 89 With
views, as ol 55 28-Across 9 9  Sneaking 3  Backspace 42 W a s  plentiful 97-Across,
sea or land set to music 100 Needlefish over, say 44 Neighbor ol has a  huge

19 Schooner fill 56 Actress 103 A  t e a m  often 4 Spiked clubs Boyle Hts., fight
2 0  State boldly M a r y a m  or punts o n  it 5  Currier’s  art California 90 —  Jones
21 Put forth, as Olivia 105 Really slow partner 4 5  Bicycle Industrials

energy 57 M a k e s  whole 107 Berry of 6  Grazed, e.g. pedal 93 Benin locale
22 N o o k 59 Facts and -X-Men" 7  T G I F ’s “F" add-on 94 Auto shop
23 All-points figures films 0 Neighbor of 46 Affluent courtesy

bulletin, 6 0  Snail as food 1 0 9  E m u  and a petal 47 Lists orally 95 Interrupts
o.g. 62 —  Bator, ostrich 9 Quiz’s 48 Cussword rudely

2 6  Little laugh Mongolia 110 Hopping cousin 49 Arose 96 Blue Jay
27 Bits 6 4  Dangler on a m a d 10 Cut off, e.g. (from) rival
28 Pulitzer Prize grad’s cap 112 Indemnified 11 B o w  shape 51 T h e y  m a d e 9 8  A s  one

category 66 201, to Ovid 113 Sneaker part 12 Indefinitely vinyl pass6 9 9  Flying
29 “Great" title 67 Storm flash 114 Richard large 52 Former Hocks

film role 71 Antique Belzer’s 13 T h e  e n e m y Dodgers 100 Look
for Robert 72 Soapsuds "Homicide: below? m a n ager quickly
Duvall 7 4  Brain flash Life on the 14 Hold firmly T o m m y 101 Keys of

3 0  Politico 7 5  "The Street" role 15 S e c o n d  play 5 3  Artist’s song
Ketauver Creation" by 117 Lined the section workplace 1 0 2  Fiery

31 Pellets of Haydn, e.g. roof of 16 Magical 5 4  Statler’s 104 Is mindful of
precipitation 77 Spots in la 118 1 5 %  laker drink Muppet 105 Alliances

32 Raising false Seine 1 1 9  1492 ship 17 Fair w a y  to sidekick 106 H o m e r  hitter
alarms 78 Booqie, e.g. 120 A F L  partner divvy things 58 Leeds loc. Mel

35 L o w  grade 81 Warty animal 121 Actor 18 Small letter 61 Building 1 0 7  M a c h o  type
36 Barnyard 83 Rear- —  (car J a m e s  of flourishes b e a m 108 T h e

feed crash) "Gunsmoke" 24 Drink cubes 6 3  Big fish story Simpsons"
3 7  C E O ’s “C" 84 Irksome sort 122 Sapheads 25 Lanka lead- 65 Verify storekeeper
3 8  Broadway 85 A d a m ’s 123 Not hidden in 68 Habitual 111 City with

honors m a d a m 124 W h a t  the 2 9  Strained idiosyncrasy lots of
39 Candid 86 Decorative ends of 23*. 31 Shamefaced 69 Snake slots
41 M o r  liquid cloth laid 32-. 45-, 67-, 33 T o p  of types 1 1 2  Painter
43 S a n  — atop a 86-. 103- and a  cup 7 0  Tidy Magritte

(California bureau 114-Across 34 Pine (for) 7 3  33rd U.S. 1 1 4  Pops
county or 89 Wide- are 36 “Y o u  there!' prez 1 1 5  Self-esteem
city) ranging sy n o n y m s  of 37 — de-sac 76 In time past 1 1 6 " C ’esl la — I"

For assistance or suggestions o n  the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 7 0 2 / 4 2 4 7  or 
smcclell an @ mi c hi ga n .c om . W a n t  m o r e  puzzles? C h e c k  out the “Just Right C ro ssword Puzzles" b oo ks  at

QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
9 7 5 2

1 8
5 6

4 2 1
3 7

6 8 9
4 3

9 7
8 1 6 4

Here's H o w  It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3 x3  boxes. To 
solve a  sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9  m us t  fill each row, column a nd  box. 
Each n um be r  can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric dues 
provided in the boxes. T he  m or e  numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

z V 9 2 6 l 8 8 9
2 8 8 Z 9 6 9 P
6 e S 9 P 8 l 2 L
t’9 8 6 z Z 8 l- 9
8 Z 6 l- 9 9 8 8
l 9 2 8 8 V 9 z 6
£ l Z 9 6 2 9 8
S 6 8 z l 2 9 8
9 8 V 9 8 8 Z 6 l

V ♦

WORDS
ACROBAT
AERIAL
ANIMAL
ATTRACTION
BARRIER
BUNGEE
CATCHER
CHARACTER
CHAREE-VARIE
CIRCUS
ENJOY
FLIGHT
FLOOR
GAG
GIRTH
HEMISPHERE
ILLUSIONIST

JUGGLE
LADDER

MENAGERIE
M o n o
PARADE

PITCHMAN
PROPS

REPRISE
RINGMASTER

ROPE
SPECTACLE

STADIUM
TRAINER

TRAMPOLINE
UNICYCLE

USHER
WIRE

S C A ' P E i SI
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Auto insurance through AAA. 
From the peace of mind experts.
For generations, AAA has been providing its customers with 
peace of mind. But recently, drivers who switched to auto 
insurance through AAA got something more - savings of 
up to 35%, with additional discounts available for bundling 
with home insurance, being a member of AAA, safe driving 
records, air bags, car alarms and more.

This office is a locally owned and operated business and a 
proud supporter of our community. Let me show you how you 
can have real peace of mind with insurance through AAA.

OVER 100 YEARS of AAA SALES AND 
CLAIM EXPERIENCE
CONTACT ME FOR A
FAST, EASY HASSLE-FREE QUOTE:
Nicholas Pallas or Gerri Witowski
(734)453-2100
Fax: 734-667-3396

AAA Michigan 
1365 S. Main Street, Suite E 
Plymouth, Ml 48170
nppallas@aaamichigan.com

m r

Insurance

AUTO • H O M E • FIRE • BUSINESS • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH • DISABILITY
Auto and home insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies. 
Other insurance products underwritten by other insurers through AAA's A C G  Insurance Agency, LLC 
and identified on insurance documents specific to the insurance product.


