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Water

Darrell Clem
StaffWriter

Canton households on aver-
age will pay $78 more ayear
for water service ifthe town-
ship board adopts a 7-percent
rate hike recommended by
administration officials.

Darrell Clem
StaffWriter

Sharina Jones stillremembers how

CANTON

rate hi

TVpical residential consum-
ers using 22,650 gallons of
water every three-month bill-
ing cyclewould face a quarter-
ly price tag of just under $300,
up from $280.

Canton officials revealed
those numbers — and they are
revised- during awater rate
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forum at township hall. Only a
few residents attended.

Earlier thismonth, officials
had projected that a typical
household would pay $109 more
a year for water service under
the proposed rate hike. Howev -
er, they lowered thatnumber to
$78 after compiling new data.

“Ifwe do that, we will all
change theworldand we

small rocks and hot pavement feltto her

bare feeton the last day she could walk.
Only 5 years old, she had accompanied
her older sister Kimberly, 14, to babysit

SHARINA JONES

two neighbor childrenwhen one of them,
a 7-year-old boy, walked into the room

holding his parents® ,22-caliber handgun.
He pointed itat her and told her to

she said.

won"teven know it.”

author, power-lifter, businesswoman
and former Ms. Wheelchair Michigan

Jones, who lives inMundy Township,

run.

“lgotup torunand he pulled the trig-
ger,” Jones said, recalling that day.

Itwas a tragicmoment that lefther
unable towalk. She persevered with
strong family support and learned to
dress herself, play wheelchair basketball
and swim.

Now, atage 36, Jones isan author,
power-lifter, businesswoman and former
Ms. Wheelchair Michigan who, with
husband Grover Jones Ill, israisingan

brought her story of courage and
achievement to the Canton Public Li-
brary, where two of her best friends,
TishaPate and Kathy Dresser, sat in the
audience.

Pate fought back tears as she spoke of
Jones.

“She was there forme when my chil-
drenwere born,” Pate said.

Dresser, who ishearing-impaired, said
Jones has been an inspiration to her since
they met inhigh school.

8-month-old son, Grover Jones IV.

“He s the lightofmy lifeand our life,”

See JONES, Page A2
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For years, local officials had
based their calculations on a
typical household using 32,283
gallons of water every quarter-
ly billing cycle. PublicWorks
Manager Bob Belair said usage
has dropped to 22,650 gallons
amid efforts by residents to
reduce the amount ofwater

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Sharina Jones tries to motivate others to lead

fulfilling lives.

P-CCS superintendent works on organization blueprint

Joanne Mal iszewski
Staff Writer

As planning for a new dis-
trict budget winds up, Ply-
mouth-Canton Community
Schools interim Superinten-
dent Monica Merritt is looking
at how the positions in central
office shape up to meet school
board goals.

“l think we have awindow
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to get things
right,” saidMer -
ritt, who inFeb-
ruary was ap-
pointed superin-
tendent, effec-
tive June 30,
when former
Superintendent
Michael Meis-
senk contract expires.
Merrittsappointment was

Merritt

one of anumber of goals and
objectives set by the board at
a February governance meet-
ing. Providing time for Merritt
to review the existing cadre of
positions in the districts cen-
tral office, as well as appoint-
ing an interim human re-
sources manager - Merritt
was assistant superintendent
of human resources and labor
relations - are among board

goals.

Other goals include a
budget balanced and spend-
ingmanagement and im-
proving the climate and
culture of the district, in-
cluding employee engage-
ment and customer service.

“I'm not looking to cre-
atenew FTEs (full-time

See BLUEPRINT, Page A3
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they use.

“People are trying tocon-
serveasmuch water as they
can," he said, adding thatmore
“brown yards”can be seen
during summer months.

Belair said an increasing

See WATER, Page A2

Subdivision
streets to

get $3.7M
In repairs

Darrell Clem
StaffWriter

Crumbling and pothole-
riddled streets in 20 Canton
subdivisions will get a $3.7
million facelift this construc-
tion season, officials say, end-
ing a one-year delay for some
projects.

Township Supervisor Phil
LaJoy has said the repairs,
while not a panacea for local
street woes, will bringa
smoother ride tosome neigh-
borhoods.

The bulk of the money, $3
million, comes from aWayne
County initiative to fixdam-
aged township streets. The
remaining tab will be paid by
homeowner associations which
had toplunk down 20 percent
of the repair costs.

“Tomy knowledge, there
has not been a program like
this in Canton,” Municipal
Services Director Tim Faas
said, adding later, “These (pro-
jects) arent full fixes. This is
only a portion of what needs to
be done.”

Canton officials initially
chose 13 subdivisions for re-
pairs based on a local lottery
drawing that decided which
neighborhoods would get the
first round of county money
amounting to $1.5 million.
Those repairs had been set for
last summer, but encountered
a one-year delay.

Seven other subdivisions
initially lost out on the money,
but were added to the listof
projects after the second
round of $1.5million was allo-
cated by the county.

In a long-awaited move to
get the work done, the Canton
Township Board of Trustees
thismonth chose Florence
Cement Co. for the bulk of the
work, which involves $2.4 mil-
lion in concrete repairs.

The board has hired Hutch
Paving Co. for $629,219 for the
remaining work that involves
asphalt repairs.

Faas said Tliesday itwasn
yet known when the work will
begin, but itis slated for the
construction season that runs
from mid-April through late
November.

“Itwill be completed this
(construction) season,” he said.

Some subdivision residents
have previously become so
frustrated by problems on
county-maintained streets that
they petitioned Canton Town -
ship to create special assess-
ment districts, which left
homeowners paying for the
repairs.

Officials say there isn’tyet

See STREETS, Page A2
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JONES

Continued from Page Al

“We Ve been friends
ever since,” she said.

After she became
paraplegic, Jones recalls
her father encouraging
her to be strong and see
herself as a queen. She
chose the titlegoddess
and eventually used it
for her first inspirational
book, “Life ofa Push
Goddess.” She has

penned a
second
book,but
ithasnt
yet been
released.
Jones
became
Jones Ms.
Wheel -
chair
Michigan in2011 and was
first runner-up among 46
women intheMs. Wheel-
chair America 2012com-
petition. She used her
crown as aplatform to
help others and started a
nonprofit,
www.ThinkBeyond
TheChair.org. Itfocuses
on providing social activ-
ities, events, support,
education and advocacy
for people with disabil-
ities.

One of the nonprofit
efforts involved a tripto
mentor students with
disabilities inthe Repub-
licof Panama. She and
her husband visiteda
school where parents
carried their children to
class because they had
no wheelchairs.

“lknew at thatmo -
ment thatwas where we
were supposed tobe,”
Jones said.

She had 273 wheel -
chairs delivered to the
school in late 2014 after
she enlisted help from
service clubs, medical
equipment providers and
friendswho raisedmon -
ey from garage sales.

Jones developed
her business acumen,
too, after getting an
education that in-
cludes amasters
degree inbusiness
administration from
Wayne State Univer-
sity in 2008. She start-
edwww.Push
Goddess.com, where
visitors can find
wheelchair apparel,
Push Goddess cloth-
ing, nail polishand
her book, among other
products intended to
encourage people
with disabilities.

Beyond that, Jones
has thrown the first
pitch ataDetroitTi-
gers season-opening
game and participated
in the Detroit Free
Press marathon,
among other activ-
ities.

Responding at the
Canton library toa
question from local
resident Don Turner,
Jones said she has
faced discrimination
asawoman, as an
African American and
as a paraplegic,
though she has risen
above it She said the
problems she has
encountered ina
wheelchair have been
the most challenging,
including a battle her
family won tokeep
her ina public school.

“Itsawhole other
level,” she said.

Despite that, her
message toothers is
toapproach lifewith
positive thinking,
positive action and
positive habits to
achieve positive re-
sults.

“Ifwe do that,” she
said, “we willall
change theworldand
we won’teven know
i.t_”

dclem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: ©CantonObserver

734-972-0919

CORRECTION

A Sunday, March 27, story about the Plymouth-
Canton Community Literacy Council% adult spell-
ing bee should have said that competition winner
Nehal Sanghvi speaks three Indian languages,
including Hindi, Gujarati and Marathi.

BILL BRESLER |[STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Only a few residents attended a water rate forum Tuesday inCanton. Inthe background. PublicWorks Manager Bob Belair
explains how water rates are calculated.

WATER

Continued from Page Al

number of subdivision
groups also have in-
stalled theirown wells to
irrigate their property -
another move that has
reduced municipal water
consumption.

The bottom line: Can-
ton households on aver-
age would pay justunder
$300 quarterly - or

& RIBBON CUTTING CELEBRATION

You are cordially invited to celebrate the
Grand Re-Opening and Ribbon Cutting Celebration
of Fox Hills Chrysler Jeep

Thursday, April 7th, 2016
from 5230 -9:00P M

Fox Hills Chrysler Jeep
111 W. Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, M1 48170

Kindly RSVP by April 4, 2016 to
734-892-2220 or cschebil@foxhillscj.com
RSVPs encouraged but not required
Appetizers and beverages will be served
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4-OPENING DAY TIGER TICKETS

$1,200a year — forwater
service, ifthe township
board approves the 7-
percent rate hike. A vote
is expected in April.

As a community, Can-
tonswater usage de-
clined sharply from 3.3
billiongallons a year in
2007 to just under 2.4
billion in 2015, according
to data unveiled during
Thesdays forum.

Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas said
the downward trend is

not unique to Canton.

“Thatsa trendwe e
seeing across southeast
Michigan as a whole,” he
said.

In other develop-
ments, Belair sought to
reassure residentswho
have become concerned
about possible lead in
water in the aftermath of
problems inFlint. He
said Canton has received
hundreds of inquiries.

“We donthave any
homes inCanton thatwe
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are aware of that have
lead pipes,” Belair said.

Some homes built
prior to 1986 may have
some lead fixtures and
solders, but Belair said
testsare performed ev-
ery two years to detect
any lead levels inwater.

“Theres no noticeable
trace of lead at all,” he
said.

dclem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: ©CantonObserver
734-972-0919
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any indicationwhether
the county program will
have another phase.

In allocating the $3
million in county funds,
LaJoy has said the cost
for repairs inany one
subdivision ranges from
$50,000 to $200,000.

The lucky 13 neigh-
borhoods winning the
first-round lottery money
were Forest Brook,
Meadow Brook, Century
Farms, Oakvale/Stone-
gate, Fan-ways West,
Willow Homes, Nowland
Estates, Canton Country
Acres, Huntington Place
No. 1,River Woods, Sa-
lem Manor, Royal Pointe
and Glengarry No. L

Those later added to
the repair list include
Windsor Park, Brookside
No. 5,Meadow Villages,
Sunflower and various
Glengarry subdivisions.

dclem@hometownlife.com

Twitter: ©CantonObserver
734-972-0919
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Plymouth Township teen gets prison inmurder plot

Robert Allen

Mkhigan.com

At an age when most
kids are thinking about
graduating from high
school and heading to
college, Roksana Sikorski
only has prison to look
forward to for the next
10-20 years of her life.

While her former
classmates in the Ply-
mouth-Canton Communi -
ty Schools district are
enjoying spring break
this week, the waifish
17-year-old sat Monday
trembling inachair in
the middle ofaWayne
County courtroom, hand-
cuffed and attired inan
orange jail jumpsuit,
waiting to hear the judge
pronounce his sentence.

Sikorski was only 15 in
October 2014, when she
plotted with an adult
boyfriend to kill her
family inside their Ply-
mouth Thwnship home in
what the county prose-
cutor called a “truly
haunting” plan. She got a
fish fillet knife, sneaked
into her 12-year-old
brothers room, put her
hand over hismouth and
put a knife to his throat.
As he reacted, the knife
cut deep into his flesh.

The boy screamed,
alerting the rest of the
family. Sikorski dropped
the knife and fled out-
side, where her then
23-year-old boyfriend -
who police say had been
texting her instructions
on how tocarry out the
killings— was waiting.
They were soon arrested.

Despite being the
target of the plot, Lau-
rene and Jeff Sikorski
have stood firmly behind
their daughter from the
start, even hiring an
attorney to represent her.
They said the teen— who
stands 4-foot-8 and

BLUEPRINT
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equivalent employees),”
Merritt told the Observ-
er recently.

During Meissen’
tenure as superinten-
dent, he created a re-
gional-type of govern-
ance at the board office
with three regional di-
rectors over designated
areas in the district.
During lastyearshbud-
get process, two of the
regional positions were
eliminated. Kay Blaster,
who was the third re-
gional director, was put
into the role of assistant
superintendent for
teaching and learning
after Erin McGregor left
the position at the end of
the school year in 2015.

To determine the ad-
ministrative structure,
Merritt has met with
building principals to
determine their needs.
“Inmy mind, central
office should be a ser-
vice to them,” she said.

Meanwhile, to meet
notification require-
ments of state law and in
anticipation of any reor-
ganization and budget
constraints, Merritt re-
cently presented for
approval to the board
layoff notices for three

weighs 95 pounds -
suffered from depression
and was manipulated by
her older boyfriend.
Sikorski s parents
adopted her and two
siblings from Poland
more than a decade ago
after the childrenen-
dured an abusive early
childhood. They say her
co-defendant, Michael
Rivera, now 24, coerced
her into the conspiracy,
and they blame law en-
forcement for not arrest-
ing him sooner after he
had illegal sex with her.
“She % indesperate
need of continued psy-
chological help,” Laurene
Sikorski told the court
Monday before sentenc-
ing. “She isstill fragile
and an adult prison
would shatter her del-
icate world. How will
sentencing her as an
adult help her? Is this
justice?”
Roksana Sikorski took
a pleadeal Feb. 22 toone
count of assault with
intenttomurder inex-
change for six other
felony counts getting
dropped. Rivera isserv-
ing a life sentence after
being convicted by jury
on all seven counts.
Sikorski tearfully
apologized to her family
Monday “for not being
the daughter they wished
lwould be. And Iprom-
ise that I will get better,
no matter what happens.”
CircuitJudge James
Callahan said thisa case
ofayoung person
“swayed by an older
person,” who previously
had victimized her with
“inappropriate sexual
behavior.” He said that
given the investigations
findings, she may have
had second thoughts, as
the injury sustained by
her brother appears to
have been “more of his

administrators. They are
Margaret Kaczmarek,
Extended Day/ECP pro-
gram coordinator; Beth
Savalox, director of De -
velopment & Community
Education; and Lisa
Trucks, coordinator,
Extended Day.

“The extended day
program will stay. We
are not closing it,” Mer -
ritt said. “We are looking
at all positions.”

Meanwhile, Merritt
has appointed an interim
human resources man -
ager inWilliam Weber.
He will serve inthe posi-
tion a couple of days a
week through June. We -
ber was formerly South
Bedford superintendent.

Merritt told the board
that she is targeting
early summer tomove a
permanent person into
the human resources
position. But Trustee
Sheila Paton said she
didntwant to limitMer -
rittwith a date and,
thereby, limit finding
aprofessional who would
be a good fit.

Merritt said she wants
to determine administra-
tion structure - based on
efficiency - before hir-
inga human resources
manager .

As trustees discussed
dates for completing an
organization review in
anticipation of working

REGINA H. BOONE |[MICHIGAN.COM

Roksana Sikorski of Plymouth Township cries as she apologizes to her family in court, standing
with Matthew Evans, her court-appointed attorney. She was sentenced to 10-20 years in prison
for cutting her brother®s neck with a knife ina plot to slay her family in October 2014.

being aroused... from
her initial action” than
from her cutting into

him.

“This istrulyan un-
fortunate situation,”
Callahan said, as he sen-
tenced her to 10-20 years
inprison.

In a separate case,
which occurred more
than two months before
the knife incident, Rivera
was sentenced to 2/2-15
years inprison for hav-
ing sex with Sikorski
when she was 15.

Sikorski s parents
have questioned why it
took 11 weeks between
the sex incident and po-
lice receiving the war -
rant for Rivera’ arrest.

“Where were the po-
lice, where was (Wayne
County Prosecutor) Kym
Worthysofficewhen
Riverawas running
around my neighborhood
for three months?” Jeff
Sikorski said after sen-

on the new districtbud-
get, Trustee Patrick Ke-
hoe questioned whether
the board needed toap-
prove an organization
plan developed by Mer -
ritt.

Board President Kim
Crouch, however, clar-
ified that any approval
would be of a plan, not
the people in specific
jobs.

“Ifwe hold the super-
intendent responsible
(for meeting goals), the
superintendent needs to
have the organization
she wants. I'm 0K with
that,” Trustee Michael
Maloney said.

He suggested not
approving or lobby a
specific organization
chart. “We should pace
the development and
make sure we are ready
togo onJune 1with a
vision of what the or-
ganizationwill look like.”

Paton, however, re-
minded the board that
administrators reporting
directly to the superin-
tendent should be in
place toalign with board
goals by June 30. “We
want tomake sure you
get the organization and
support you need,” she
told Merritt.

Jmaliszews@hometownlife.com
248-396-6620
Twitter: @jmaliszews
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tencing. “This wouldnt
have happened if they
had picked him up earli-
er. Itwas their incompe-
tence that caused all
this.”

The parents also said
they oppose the Wayne
County Prosecutors
Offices decision to
charge the girl as an
adult. Her confession
was kept out of trial after
Callahan found that she
was too immature to
waive her Miranda
rights.

Worthy 5 office op-
posed that decision, but
the appeals court ruled
with Callahan.

“The prosecutor had
the discretion to look at
the facts and the back-
ground of the defendant
and the very serious
nature of the offense to
determine that she
should be charged as an
adult in this matter,”
prosecutorsspokeswom-

an Maria Miller said
after sentencing Monday.

Matthew Evans, Rok-
sana Sikorskis attorney,
said he hopes this case
leads to the laws being
reconsidered.

“The problem thatwe
had here is that the juve-
nile laws in the state of
Michigan give the prose-
cutor tremendous lat-
itude inwho they
charge,” he said, adding
that in this situation, it
would be more appropri-
ate for the judge to de-
cide whether tocharge
his clientas an adult.

The parents said they
opposed the plea, and
they questioned why
Evans waited until the
day trial was supposed to
start Feb. 22 to accept
the pleaagreement with
prosecutors. Evans said
Monday that the decision
to take the plea agree-
ment came after a late
ruling that interfered

Ask the Bxpert

THE TRUTH ABOUT COCHLEAR

IMPLANTS

Straining to hear each day, even

when using powerful hearing aids?

Feeling frustrated and sometimes even
exhausted from listening? Whether ithappens
suddenly or gradually over time, hearing loss
can affectyou physically and emotionally.

Being unable to hear impacts your ability to
communicate with your loved ones, hear in
noisy environments, talkon the phone, and may
force you to become more relianton your family
members to interpret for you.

Cochlear implants work differently than hearing
aids. Rather than amplifying sound, they use
sophisticated software and state-of-the art
electronic components to provide access to the
sounds you Ve been missing. They are designed
to help you hear better and understand speech
in al situations, including noisy environments.

Q: How are cochlear implants different

than hearing aids?

b=

: Hearing aids help many people
by making the sounds they hear
louder. Unfortunately, as hearing loss
progresses, sounds need to not only
be made louder, they need to be

with the defense strate-
gy, which was intended to
show Sikorski was under
duress at the time of the
attack.

Sikorski and Rivera
were both charged with
four counts of conspiracy
tocommit murder and
one count of assault with
intent to murder, using a
computer tocommit a
crime and assaultwitha
dangerous weapon, all
felonies. Rivera was
convicted lastyear on all
counts. His attorney,
Wright Blake, has said
that his client maintains
his innocence in the con-
spiracy-to-murder case
and will appeal his life
sentence.

Evans said he™ rec-
ommend Sikorski appeal
that she had ineffective
assistance of counsel. He
was appointed after Call-
ahan removed attorney
Leslie Posner from the
case. The parents had
hired Posner, but Call-
ahan found that there
was a conflict of interest,
as they were identified as
victims in the case, and
removed her.

Evans said Posner
didntask any questions
during the preliminary
examination. Posner, who
attended the sentencing,
previously said she didnt
think Evans had Sikor-
ski% best interests in
mind. She said she would
have let the case go to
trial. Now she wants to
represent Sikorski once
again and file an appeal
to have the guilty plea
rescinded.

The parents, mean-
while, continue to raise
the two younger siblings
in hopes of giving them a
bright future.

“lwould never trust
the legal system, frankly,
toprotect my family
again,” Jeff Sikorski said.

David C. Kelsall, M.D.,
Cochlear Medical Advisor

Dr. David C. Kelsall, a
cochlear implant surgeon
and medical advisor to
Cochlear, the world leader
incochlear implants,
answers questions about
cochlear implants and
how they are different
from hearing aids.

Q: How do Iknow a cochlear implant

will work forme?

made clearer. Cochlear implants can

help give you that clarity, especially
innoisy environments. Ifyou suffer
from high frequency hearing loss
but maintain your hearing in the low

frequencies, there isa solution called

Hybrid™ Hearing that may be able Q:
to help as well. Be sure to discuss
your options with a Hearing Implant A

Specialist inyour area.

A: The technology isvery reliable.
In fact, ithas been around forover
30 years and has helped change
the lives of over 400,000 people
wor ldwide.

Q: Isitmajor surgery?

A: No, not at all. In fact, the procedure is
often done on an outpatient basis and
typically takes just a couple hours.

Am Itoo old to get
a cochlear implant?

: No, it'snever too late to regain access

to the sounds you re missing.

Q: Are cochlear implants covered

by Medicare?

A: Yes, by Medicare and most private

insurance plans.

Gl 1877 499 4000 to farda Hearing Inplant Seecaalist nearnyoul.

Visit Cochlear.con/Det fora free guide about

cochlear mplats.

L0-00002T52J1

Cochlearl

Check usouton theWeb
every day at hometownl1fe.com.
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Custody dispute leads to
alleged gun, death
threats

A man involved ina child
custody dispute with his childs
mother allegedly told her that
he had bought a gun and would
be visiting her incoming days,
a police report said.

Police went to the Sherwood
Village mobile home park, near
Michigan Avenue and Hagger-
ty, the afternoon ofMarch 17
after the childs mother report-
ed the alleged threat.

She told police she and the
childs father had been fighting
over custody of their 4-year-
old son and that the father, a
Jackson resident, wanted to
pick up the boy inCanton. She
told him towait until they ap-
pear incourt April 4 fora cus-
tody hearing.

Thatswhen she said he
advised her that he had bought
agun and would be paying a
visit to her. She said he also has
made previous threats about
putting her “six feet under” -
which she said lefther scared.

Police contacted the suspect
and he denied making any
threats. Police advised him to

UBLIC SAFETY

CANTON CRIME WATCH

stay away until the court hear-
ing and advised thewoman
how toget a personal protec-
tion order.

Factory site break-in

Canton police have been
asked to patrol the oldHenry
Ford Village Factory site near
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads,
amid reports of intruders forc-
ing open awooden door and
entering one of the buildings.

Work has begun on the site
to transform it into the Village
Arts Factory with artist stu-
dios, programs for war veter-
ans and walking and biking
trails, among other amenities.
The project isbeing led by the
Partnership for the Arts and
Humanities.

A partnership official noti-
fied police that a series of
break-ins have occurred on the
site. She speculated itcould be
teenagers using the property
to drink alcohol at night.

The door frame was dam-
aged during the latest break-in,
which occurred between 5 p.m.
March 18 and 7 a.m. March 20.
Nothing isstored inthe build-
ing, so nothing was missing.
The official asked police to

Lead by example when

, ;¢ often think of teens
. being inexperienced
Vif V. behind the wheel.

With today technology, we
can see where they are and
how fast they are going. The
thingwe can’tsee is ifthey are
driving while distracted.

Are they playing with the
radio, texting, talkingon the
cellphone or eating something
on the way to their destination?
Parents always tell their kids:
two hands on the wheel, eyes
on the road, don*tuse your
phone until you get towhere
you are going and no eating in
the vehicle.

Inexperience behind the
wheel makes them more sus-
ceptible to distractions. Ac -
cording to the National High-
way Trafficand SafetyAd -
ministration, 10 percent of all

Thinking about

Sgt. Michael
Sura

ASK A
TROOPER

drivers ages 15-19 involved in
fatal crashes were reported as
distracted at the time of the
crash. The percentage of driv-
ers text messaging or visibly
manipulating hand-held de-
vices increased from 1.7 per-
cent in 2013 to 2.2 percent in
2014.

Since 2007, young drivers
have been observed manipulat-
ing electronic devices at high-
er rates than older drivers.
This age group has the largest
proportion of drivers who
were distracted at the time of
the accident. On any given

Remodel 1ng

your Krtchen?

ransitions
REMODELING

patrol the property at night
until a surveillance camera can
possibly be installed.

Teen domestic violence
Police were investigating
reports thata 16-year-old Can-

ton girls ex-boyfriend had
assaulted her, despite a court
order that he stay away from
her because of earlier, similar
incidents, a police report said.

The report indicated the girl
had been the victimof domes-
ticviolence involving her 17-
year-old boyfriend on three
occasions thismonth and last,
although he had been ordered
inJanuary to stay away from
her. The girl% father contacted
authorities.

Police alsowere investigat-
ing allegations the ex-boy-
friend had made some 50
phone calls to the victim. Po-
licewere planning to speak
with the suspect after he re-
turns from a trip out of town
with his father to discuss accu-
sations he violated the court
order.

"Huffing" reported
Police went to the Academy/
West Point mobile home park

after receiving reports ofa
man inhaling- or “huffing” -
air duster, a can of compressed
air used to clean computers.

Police went to the resi-
dence, near Michigan Avenue
and Haggerty, shortly before
11a.m. Friday after a relative
reported the 34-year-old man
had become violent after he
inhaled the can’s contents. The
man was taken to a hospital for
treatment.

Disorderly students

Two high school girlsappar-
ently fighting over aboy have
been cited by Canton police for
disorderly conduct after they
got into a fight after a class
had been dismissed at Ply-
mouth High School, a police
report said.

The incident unfolded short-
ly before 2:30p.m. March 22
when two girls, both 17, ex-
changed punches and pulled
each other hair, leaving one
girls face scratched and her
lipbloodied, the report said.

One of the girls screamed at
another girl who allegedly had
been paying attention to her
boyfriend, the report said. The
incident escalated and school
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employees summoned police
amid accusations the girls
were assaulting each other.

One educator was unin-
tentionally hit in the face when
he tried to separate the two
girls. School personnel finally
managed to separate the girls.

Police also reviewed school
surveillance video that cap-
tured part of the fracas. Police
issued citations to both girls
for disorderly conduct, the
report said.

Online scam

A 55-year-old Canton man
told police he ordereda cam-
era lens through eBay and
received a small envelope that
merely had a postcard and a
note init,a police report said.

The man saidhe ordered the
lens from a purported seller in
Hong Kong. He paid for it, but
itwasn’tinthe envelope he
received by mail.

The man toldpolice eBay
was planning to refund his
money. He fileda police report
todocument the incident.

— By Darrell Clem

dealing with Inexperienced drivers

daylightmoment across Amer -
ica, approximately 660,000
drivers are using cellphones or
manipulating electronic de-
vices while driving, a number
that has held steady since 2010.
One inthree teens who text
report they have done itwhile
driving. Dialing a phone while
driving increases your teen’s
risk of crashing by six times
and texting while driving in-
creases the risk by 23 times.
Talking or texting on the phone
takes your teen’ focus off the
road and the task of driving.
Hold on, I had tocatchmy
breath after typing all that.
Wow, huh? With all that, some-
one should talk to teen drivers.
What about you though? Are
you taking the same advice?
You have more experience,
right? You re a better driver,

right? What do you show your
teens and pre-teens when you
are driving? Do you talkon the
phone? Do you eat in the vehi-
cle? What are your kids learn-
ing from you as far as accept-
able behavior? One more thing:
When you are driving, do you
do these things with someone
elses child or teenager inthe
vehicle? Do you want someone
texting or talking on the cell-
phone with your child in the
vehicle?

The month of April starts
Distracted Driver Awareness
Month. It% time tostartacon-
versation. Parents talk to your
teen drivers; teens talk to your
parents. Familiarize yourself
with the Michigan graduated
driver’ license program. Cre-
ateyour own rules ifneces-
sary, likeyou would foryour

teenagers. Talk about the con-
sequences of distracted driv-
ing, and ensure you and your
teen are aware of the Michigan
Laws and penalties for talking
or texting on the phone.

Parents, remember to set
the example by keeping your
own eyes on the road and your
hands on the wheel while driv-
ing. Be consistent between the
message you tell your teen and
your own driving behaviors.
Kids learn from watching their
parents.

Ifyou have questions or comments,
email them to askatrooperl12(
gmail._com ormail to Ask A Trooper,
Michigan State Police Brighton Post,
4337 Buno Road, Brighton, M1 48116.

Need help

with your

Join us fora Fun Informative Kitchen Planning Workshop
Saturday, April 23rd from 11:00-1 :00

At our beautiful Kitchen and Bath Design Center

27260 Haggerty Rd., Suite AL, Farmington Hills M1 48331

YOU WILL RECEIVE

B Tips on how to avoid

planning pitfalls

m Build your kitchen
investment budget

B Meet and work with

our Award Winning

designers ina “no

pressure” atmosphere

® Learn about our
Diamond Warranty
so you are never left m

stranded

m Special promotional
pricing for this event!

2015

Gall now 1o reserve your soot!

248-260-2468 or visit
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website?

Michigan.com has the solution

across all devices

your business needs

Responsive design for optimal viewing

Templated or customized website to meet

Our websites are sleek and professional

with a focus on conversion best practices

sizes business

Turn-key website solutions for any

MIchigan.com isthe largest media and marketing company inMichigan.

Call our local team of experts today for your FREE Digital Business Analysis
(248) 408-9501 oremailjhayden@michigan.com



The robotics team 6190 from Canton Preparatory High School isprepared for the robotics competition thatwas held lastweekend in Livonia.

Robotics challenge ‘like a grant
community’for high school teams

Julie Brown
Staff\Writer

The Plymouth-Canton
Lightning 862 robotics
team was on hand to set
up, tear down and inspect
robots, as well as to serve
as technical advisers and
to keep score while other
teams competed in the
FIRST inMichigan Dis-
trict competition Sat-
urday inLivonia.

But the Lightning 862
team will in the spotlight
thiscoming weekend
when ftcompetes inTroy,
said Jay Obsniuk, adviser
and Canton High School
teacher.

Meanwhile, Novi De -
troit Catholic Central
High School students
Mark Didonato and Kea-
tonMulcahy were glad to
be at the FIRST inMichi-
gan District Event, com-
petingamong 40 high
school robotics teams.

“We redoing very
well,” said Didonato, 17, a
CC seniorwho lives in
Ann Arbor. The event ran
March 24-26 at Livonia
Churchill High School;
early Saturday, Catholic
Central was eighth of the
40 teams.

“We have a certain
amount of ranking
points. We stillhave a
couple competitions
left,” said Didonato, who
plans to study electrical
engineering at Kettering
University and pursue a
General Motors intern-
ship.

The CC team has
about 22 students and its
members worked to get
the FIRST program in
school with sponsors and
school support. “At first,
there was a lotof math
involved,” Didonato said.
“You got a lot of experi-
ence in the field.”

He noted ithelps with
engineering study and
college scholarships.
Added freshman Mulca-
hy, a Canton resident, “I
like the experience and |
like how everyone works
together. It%s like a giant
community.”

Mulcahy ismulling
Michigan State Univer-
sity for engineering and
of robotics noted, “I love
the hands-on.” The CC
team isthe Shambots.

FIRST stands for For
Inspiration and Recog-
nition of Science and
Technology. For more
information, go to
www. Firstinmichigan.org

“lwould say itsa lot
more friendly than I
thought itwould be,”
Didonato said of the
Churchill-based competi-

TOM BEAUDOIN

Robots took over Churchill High School lastweekend.

tion. “Even on the oppos-
ing team, they would
help us out.”

Nearby were the
Hackbots of the Far-
mington Public Schools,
from Harrison, North
Farmington and Far-
mington high schools.
Mark Skodack, aWixom
resident and their teach-
er and coach, and ison
the staffat Farmington
High.

The Hackbots have
about 70 students, Sko-
dack said, and are in
their fourth year as a
unified team. “This isour
fourth robot,” he said.

The FPS team has
been toWorlds competi-
tion in St. Louis, Mo.,
four years ago and is
striving to return. “Itwas
a good experience,” Sko-
dack said. “Its a lot of
connecting the dots with
their core classes.
They e in there, theyre
problem-solving. They Te
owning it Our kids this
year are taking an out-
standing initiative.”

The FPS teamnow has
some college students in
engineering, FPS grads
who assist. Skodack not-
ed multiple teams from
pneumatics to safety.

“Itsalmost likea
small business,” he said.
“A business has tomar-
ket, a business has tobe
safe. Sixweeks tobuild a
robot is tight for these
kids. Itgets their focus

razor sharp.”

Avery Cosier, 17, isa
junior at Farmington
High and a Hackbot. This
isher second year on the
team.

“There are somany
different subgroups,”
Cosier said. “You get to
be really creative and
apply things you ve
learned.” Her plans are
biochemistry study in
college for a dentistry
career.

Cosier is the teanm
brand manager, includ-
ing marketing, imagery,
graphics and the busi-
ness plan.

In competition, re-
mote-controlled robots,
piloted by students and
cheered on by fans, go
head-to-head in short
games on the floor of a
sports arena, battling it
out to earn points during
a round.

Isolina Carlini is the
team leader and coach
for Livonia Public
Schools, whose Warrior
team includes Stevenson,
Churchill and Franklin
high schools. The War -
riors have 52 kids and 31
mentors, said Carlini, a
Livonia resident.

This isthe sixth tour-
nament hosted at Chur-
chill. “It has a perfect
layout for the competi-
tion,” she said, noting
some 2,000-2,500 people
attend, including stu-
dents, volunteers and

TOM BEAUDOIN

TOM BEAUDOIN

Catholic Central/St. Catherine of Siena studentswon first place ,along with Clarkston and
Bedford High School, at this year*s robotics competition.

TOM BEAUDOIN

Thurston students Raj Patel, Chad Fletcher, Tyree Gregory and Jay Pettis and coach Heather
Staley pose inthe "pit" as they are ready for the robotics competition at Churchill High School.

spectators.

“Everyone here is
trying” to get toWorlds
in St. Louis, Carlini said.
“We are bantering for the
position.”

She teaches English at
Holmes Middle School in
Livonia and noted the
three districtmiddle
schools feed into high
school-level LPS robot-
ics. “l think itgives them
a hands-on experience
that simply isnot pos-
sible in the classroom,”
Carlini said. “Itpositions
kids for success and
scholarships and intern-
ships. Kids that like this
kind of stuff, itreally
appeals to them.”

Among enthused stu-
dents isJoshua Johnson,
16,aWayne Memorial
High School junioron the
Bionic Zebras team. “I
actually think its really
good,” Johnson said,
adding of the FIRST
event compared toother
competitions, “lwould
say so far it% the best. |
like the theme of it, the

medieval theme.”

Thisyears theme
included use of a catapult
arm to throw a ball
through a target. The
Bionic Zebras are mainly
Wayne Memorial stu-
dents in the Wayne-West-
land district, plus a John
Glenn High student.
Johnson isat the William
D. Ford Career Technical
Center forwelding.

He was working at
Churchill with Trevor
Davis of Garden City, a
mentor who works at the
Suburban of Garden City
car dealership as a lube
technician. Davis gradu-
ated fromWayne Memo -
rial in 2007.

“Getting to teach the
students about electrical
and networking,” Davis
said of what he likes. “To
teach students about
networking and pro-
gramming, its fun.” This
is his seventh year as a
mentor, with the Bionic
Zebras having 21 stu-
dents.

“We tend tohelpouta

lotof the new teams,”
said Johnson, who has
found new friends
through robotics. He %
his team safety captain.

The volunteer men -
tors, often engineers, are
key to team success.
Andy Monique of Far-
mington isan engineer at
FANUC with a son, Jay,
16, a sophomore at Far-
mington High, on the
Hackbots team. “He just
likes the whole pro-
gram,”Monique said. “I
think its very good for
the kids and their fu-
ture.”

Monique isan electri-
cal/software engineer.
“There’ a lotof opportu-
nity out there in the engi-
neering field,” said Mo -
nique, in his firstyear as
a mentor.

“Theresa big pres-
ence from Bosch,” he
said. “A lotof people
contribute.”

AISIN Group was the
title sponsor for the
FIRST inMichigan Dis-
trict Event at Churchill.
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Owner honored

Jason Miller, broker
and owner ofRE/MAX
Home Sale Services in
Plymouth, was recently
honored at the annual
RE/MAX of Southeast-
ern Michigan Awards
Gala. The event was
held at the San Marino
Club inTroy and cele-
brated the accomplish-
ments of RE/MAX S
highest performers in
southeast Michigan.

Miller received the
prestigious Showcase
Award during the event.
Showcase Awards are
based on agent growth,
average yearly commis-
sion per agent and per-
centage of productive
agents. RE/MAX Home
Sale Services was recog-
nized for achieving the
highest average agent
commissions for an
office category of 11-25
agents.

“Jason Miller has
builta team of dedicat-
ed professionalswith a
great passion for serv-
ing their clients/" said
Magnus Sublett, chief
executive officer, RE/

M A X of Southeastern
Michigan. “Itisa plea-
sure to recognize REV
MAX Home Sale Ser-
vices for their hard
work and excellent re-
sults.”

RE/MAX Home Sale
Services isat 1200 S.
Sheldon Road, Suite 200,
inPlymouth.

Free buyers
workshop

In preparation for the
busy home buying sea-
son ahead, Catholic
Vantage Financial will
host a free home buyers
workshop 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 13.
The workshop will be at

A6 (CP)

Pictured (from left) are Magnus Sublett, chief executive
officer, RE/MAX of Southeastern Michigan; Joe Sabatini,
vice president, RE/MAX of Southeastern Michigan; and
Jason Miller, broker and owner, RE/MAX Home Sale Services

in Plymouth.

the creditunionsPly-
mouth branch, 8817
Sheldon Road, atthe
northwest corner of
Sheldon and Joy roads.

Cherylene Jackson of
the Mortgage Center
will talk about navigat-
ing the mortgage proc-
ess, different home
financing options, what
costs are real and what
fees you need towatch
out for, along with dif-
ferences between a
home appraisal and
inspection.

“This isan excellent
workshop for first-time

home buyers and its
also very helpful for
people who want to
learn about recent
changes increditand
financing require-
ments,” saidEmma
Teller, vice president of
marketing and business
development for Catho-
licVantage Financial.
To ensure adequate
seating for the work-
shop, advance reserva-
tions are requested by

calling 734-432-0212, ext.

301, or by email to etell-
er@mycfv.org.

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com
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Canton Leisure Services recreation and facility supervisor Jon LaFever (left)and operations

manager Greg Hohenberger.

Two Canton recreation
enmployees certified

Greg Hohenberger,
operations manager, and
Jon LaFever, recreation
and facilities supervisor,
of Canton Leisure Ser-
vices were recently cer-
tified as Certified Park
and Recreation Profes-
sionals by the National
Certification Board and
the National Recreation
and Park Association.

The CPRP certifica-
tion isgranted to individ-
ualsemployed inthe
recreation, park re-
sources and leisure ser-
vices professions who
meet the eligibility re-
quirements — including
a combination of higher
education and/or work
experience- and who
successfully complete
the national CPRP exami -
nation.

The examination tests
knowledge inall aspects
of general administra-
tion, programming and
operations management
for parks and recreation.
CPRP certifications are
valid for a period of two
years, and professionals
who wish tore-apply are
required to complete
professional continuing
education unit require-
ments or equivalent aca-
demic course work.

“We Tevery proud
that these employees
took the initiative to
achieve this certifica-
tion,” said Debbie Bil-
brey-Honsowetz, Canton
Leisure Services direc-
tor. “Itishard work and
dedication like this that
contributes to the on-

Dangers may

mmhe other day, a client
| contactedme with

m an issue. Unfortu-
nately, I had to give the
clientsome bad news.
The client’ situation is
that about five years ago,
after her daughter got
married, she co-signed a
loan so that her daughter
and her new son-in-law
could start a business.
The loanwas for 10 years
and, for the first few
years, payments were
made on time. Unfortu-
nately, about a year or so
ago, the daughter and
son-in-law got divorced
and closed their busi-
ness. According to the
divorce settlement, the
husband assumed re-
sponsibility for the loan.

Not unexpectedly,
about sixmonths after
the divorce, they each
filed for bankruptcy; as a
result, their liability on
the business loan was
discharged. Unfortunate-
ly,no one inthe divorce
proceedings took into
consideration that my
client had co-signed the
loan. As a result, the
bank contacted her and
informed her that unless
she paid the loan, they
would begin legal pro-
ceedings.

My unfortunate job
was to informmy client
that she isresponsible
for the loan. Although
her now ex-son-in-law
and daughter were legal-
ly discharged from the
loan, that had no effect
on my client. As a result,
as I informed her she

going success of our
Department and ulti-
mately enables us to
better meet the changing
needs of our communi -
ty”

Individuals certified
as CPRPs meet high stan-
dards of education, ex-
pertise and experience
established in the field
for park and recreation
professionals and many
agencies recommend or
require CPRP certifica-
tionwhen hiring for pro-
fessional positions.

Hohenberger has
worked inParks and
Recreation for more than
15 years and has been in
his current role as opera-
tions manager with Can-
ton Township for the past
sixyears. Through his
work with Canton Lei-
sure Services, he cur-
rently oversees opera-
tions at several leisure
services facilities, in-
cluding the Summit on
the Park community
center, The Village Thea-
ter atCherry Hill, The
B.L.0.C.K. Youth & Teen
Center and Recreation
services.

Hohenberger also
assistswith oversight of
golfoperations. Inaddi-
tion, he has led devel-
opment of initial busi-
ness plans for the depart-
ment and the cost recov-
ery program, as well as
training and develop-
ment of Leisure Services
staff. Hohenberger is
currentlyamember of
mParks (formerly known
as Michigan Recreation

and Park Association),
presenting atnumerous
conferences and trade
shows, and has previ-
ously served as itstrea-
surer.

Since 2001, LaFever
has worked inavariety
of parks and recreation
capacities with Canton
Leisure Services and
currently coordinates
operations at several
facilities. In addition,
LaFever and his staffare
responsible for the plan-
ning and execution of
leisure services large-
scale special events. An
mParks member since
2001, he has been a fre-
quent presenter at the
annual mParks Confer-
ence & Trade Show, a
member of the Youth &
Teens and Programming
Committees, served as
themParks Michigan
Youth Symposium Chair
and was recognized as
the organizationsNew
Professional of the Year
in2006. He iscurrently
an mParks director at
large.

The CPRP program is
offered by the National
CertificationBoard in
coordination withNRPA
and the CPRP Certifica-
tion Committee. Hohen-
bergers and LaFevers
recent certifications
demonstrate the con-
tinued professional com-
mitment shared by other
Leisure Services staff
members, including Bil-
brey-Honsowetz and
Jeanette Aiello.

lurk when co-signing a loan

Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

was responsible for the
loan.

At leasta few times a
year, lam faced with the
issue of having to inform
a co-signer that they are
responsible for a loan.
Many people are under
the misconception that if
the primary signer of the
loan goes into bankrupt-
cy and receives a dis-
charge, that somehow
that discharge applies to
the co-signer; itdoes not.
In fact, ifyou take a step
back, that isthe reason
why banks and other
financial institutions
many times will require
a co-signer inorder to
approve the loan. I al-
ways tell people before
you co-signa loan, you
have toaccept the very
real possibility that you
can legally be on the
hook to repay that loan.
That iswhy lalways say
you better thoroughly
think ftthrough.

I recognize that family
and friends want to help
each other and, obvi-
ously, that isa good
thing. However, when it
comes to co-signing a
loan, you definitely have
to think through the con-
sequences. Ifyou are
forced to repay the loan,
how will rtaffect you
financially? If itwould

cause financial distress,
then you probably should
pass on the co-signing. If
itwould have minimal
impact, then that isan-
other thing.

There isa reasonwhy
banks and financial in-
stitutions ask for co-
signers — they'e not
sure that the individual
requesting the loan has
the wherewithal and the
financial resources to
repay the loan. You al-
ways have to think twice
before you co-sign. Ifthe
bank doesntthink that
they have thewhere-
withal to repay the loan,
it should cause you to
seriously think about
your decision.

When itcomes todeal-
ing with banks or finan-
cial institutions, you can
negotiate some of the
terms. For example, |
recently dealt with a
clientwho was co-signing
a loan for one of her chil-
dren. We were able to
work with the bank to
limitmy clientsobliga-
tion to the first two years
of the loan. If the loan
was paid on time for the
first two years, she
would be removed as a
co-signer. We were able
to limit her liabilityand
thats something that you
may want to consider.

RickBloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. Hiswebsite is
www.bloomasset
management.com. Ifyou
would likehim to respond to
questions, email rick®
bloomassetmanagement.com.
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G)me joinusand celebratethe
12thAnnual ItalianFilmFestival USA.

Thisyear we are pleased to collaborate
againwith the 12thAnnual Detroit
ItalianFiIm Festival as a National Sponsor
bringing 14 award-winning Italian films
tovenues around the metro area
and 13 other citiesin the USA.
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8™MANNUAL
OPERADAY
Thursday, May 57,2016
Celebrating8 yearsof
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Michigan

Dine with usonOperabDay,
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April 101" -May SP
Dinewithus-Receivea?25% DiscountVoucher
topunhase tickets forany operaperfonnance of

THEMAG I C FLUTE J(sungn Englii)
May M*-May 227

Q™ peml

invites uew
theik,

& vents

23ROANNUAL
FEAST
"ST_.ANTONI10O
Monday, June 13h
BenefitingCapuchinSoup Kitchen
The HolyYearofiercy 2016
Donate what you can and enjoy a
free lunch buffet from 1lam -3pnm,
or order off the regular priced menu
1lam - 10pm. A portion of the
proceeds benefit the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen.
(Antonios locations only)

& \FESTADELGELATO

June27a™-July3d
(dosedulyh™)
FREE Gdatowhenyou

dinewithus, lunchor
dinrer.

(Diningroom only)

y~sm\

FERRARI FRIDAY
Jly5-8pm

Displayingthe FinestCars ofltaly.
We welcome Ferrariowners
tojoinus indisplayingtheir

vehides thiseveningand enjoya

complimentarydinner..
(Some exclusionapply)

Cantonlocationonly

tf'-t

viugTero

~  FOUNDATION

Rugiero Promise Foundation
isa 501C-3 organization.

Month ofOctober

BREASTCANCER
AWARENESSMONTH

$2 donated foreveryLargePizzasold inthemonth
ofOctober. Benefiting “BreastFriends Forever”
atSt. Josephshercy Heal th Systemsupporting
uninsuredorunderinsuredwomen who arein
need oftreatment
Inmemory cfFernanda Santioni
- BenefitingBreast CancerAwareness

S

CHRISTOPHER 1
COLUMBUSDAY \

Monday, October 10T

"'In 1492, Christopher Columbus
sailedtheOcean Blue..."

Orderanyentreeoffthemenu andpay $1492
indudesdessertand anon-alcoholicheverage

(Dire-inonly taxandgratuitynot induded, some exclusionsapply)

SALUTINGOUR
VETERANS

VeteransDay, November It
ARpastandpresent US. military
receive5 0% offkmdt ordinner
whenpresentingmilitaryID. (Dine-
inOnly) A portion cfproceeds
benefitthe VeteransOutreach
ProjectofSoutheastMichigan.

OmanVi"gle

CUCINA iTALIANA

Go toour website
www.antoniorestuarants.com
for event update.

6m RUGIEROCASINO
ROYALE

November 12,2016
TheRugiero fami lyalongwith theUniversityof
Michigan Inviteyou tothe6thRugieroCasino
Royaleatthe
(LocationTBD)

] Joinuys forthe
cMj]  CharityEvent
of the Year!

8™ANNUAL
LUNCH
T SANTAL
Santaisvisitingtwo
Antonio3 locations!

Two sealings:
11lamand 1pm

(ReservationsReguired)

Saturdayand Sunday, December
[CANTON]

Sunday, December 11*
[DEARBORNHGTS.J
Thiisverypopulareventincludesaddidous
buffet lunchwith healthyfood choicesphis
Antonies gxcialties,d m craftsforallages, picture
with Santaand liveReindeer!
Resen"ationswi I be takenafterNovember I*bycalling
(734)981-9800H a m -6p m Monday throughFricgy.
(Seathigishnited)

Tickets$21 perperson, children3 and under $5
+20% tipyviUbeadded

BenefitingWayne CountyGood Fellows

AIl locations -unless specified. For details on each event visitwww.antoniosrestaurants.com

ITALIANA

CUCINA

esL 1!

Proud to collaborate as a national sponsor In 14 crties

All f1lms are FREE

Local premieres of award winning contemporary films
in original language with English suotitles

KX000JTOOi

JOIN US ON THE WEEKENDS

March 30th -Aoril 24th
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OPINTON

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the livesof our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute

to the business success of our customers.

Reader reaches out to Nancy Seaman: “Never give up hope’

ear Nancy Sea-
J man,

fe# My heart goes
out toyou. Iread Aileen
Wingblad story about
you inthe Birmingham
Eccentric and I can only
imagine what courage it
took foryou tomeet with
her. Itsa good thing you
did, because her story
could possibly lead to
some positive things in
your life, such as people
like myself thinking
about your plight, hoping
there will be someone
who can helpyou geta
new trial or a hearing
which will ultimately
lead to your freedom.

As the daughter ofa
woman who was phys-
icallyand psycholog-
icallyabused by her
second husband, lam
aware of thedamage
done toones psyche over
years of volatility. She
never knew what little
thing itwould take to
trigger his temper.

One moment he could
be loving and the next
gnawing his finger like a

LETTERS
A third candidate

A letter in the opinion
page of this paper, March
24, 2016, shows how low
Republican politicians
are willing to sink towin
office in this election
year. Term-limited Kurt
Heise rakes appointed

Joanne Maliszewski ,
Community editor
Larry Ruehlen,
Managing editor

N\

Pat
Hardy

GUEST
COLUMNIST

bone before going intoa
rage. She put up with it
for years, sadly dying a
natural death before he
did. lalways hoped he
would go first, so she
could have some years of
peace. Itdidnthappen.

Ivowed never tomar -
ryaman likemy stepfa-
ther. I know now that he
suffered some kind of
mental illness and so did
she. She lost her confi-
dence in the ability to
take care of herselfand
chose financial security
over a peaceful life. It
was her choice, forwhich
she paid a heavy price.

I think the saddest
part of your story is that
you wake up every day of
your life crying and that
you have denied any
visits from your loved
ones. Ilwonder how many
times you have relived

Plymouth Township Su-
pervisor Shannon Price
over the coals. Heise
signs his letter as state
representative, 20th
District. He failstomen-
tion that he isa candidate
for Price’ position.

This isn’ta state offi-
cial exposing local mis-

PARTOFTHE USATODAY NETWORK

Jani Hayden,
Advertising director

ST_ MARY MERCY
Ve MEDICAL GROUP

everymoment of the day
you “lost it.” Wasn tthat
one day enough? Why
would you continue to
relive thatmoment over
and over when its over.
Its done. The “you” that
was then isno longer.
You are a totallynew
person and, even though
you are physically in-
carcerated, you dont
have to be mentally or
spiritually incarcerated.
Your studies inthe
library are probably the
only times you are not
living in the past. Then,
your mind is fullyen-
grossed inthe subject
and that isa clue as to
how youmight derive
some happiness in life.
While inthat library,
search for some books by
noted spiritual writers
such as: Buddha, Eckhart
Tolle, Wayne Dyer and
Deepak Chopra. They all
know the power of our
thoughts. You can change
your reality, because you
are not justyour body -
you are body, mind and
spirit. You may not have

deeds, it%s justone right-
winger using his titleto
geta jump on another
right-winger.

Now, lam nota fan of
either of these men.
Price, as lunderstand it
is continuing the dys-
function of his prede-
cessor during board
meetings. Heise can
mark anew milestone
attained during his three
terms inlansing.

Itwas reported this
week that more children
then ever live in poverty
inour state. But the rich
got richer. So thank you,
Rep. Heise.

Maybe a thirdname
will appear on the ballot
for the August primary.

Saint Joseph M ercy Health Systenm

Westside

Obstetrics =Gynecology & Urogynecology

Women SHealth Presentations

Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecoldgist, provides insight and education
about a variety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your
sisteror mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures
available that may eliminate or reduce your symptoms or pain,
and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

Aoril 20 eMay 18 =«June 15
St.Mary Mercy Livonia

Classrooms land 2

36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

5:45 p.m. -Check-1n

REGISTER NOW!

The presentations are free, but registration is required.
Please call 734-655-1980. Lightrefresmentswillibe sened.

stmarymercy.org/westside

6 p.m. -Presentation

given much thought to
these ideas and they
could be very helpful and
uplifting for you.

I'm currently listening
toan online 21-day free
meditation given by Dee-
pak Chopra and Oprah
Winfrey. You could sub-
scribe, ifyou have access
toa computer. Icould
purchase itfor you, if
you are interested and
then you could listen as
often as you wish.

Inyesterday’ session,
two statements reminded
me of you. Deepak said,
“You are not the person
you used tobe.” (The
Nancy of today is not the
Nancy of 11 years ago.)
He alsosaid, “lam end-
lessly renewed in the
present moment.”Have
you ever thought about
being inthe presentmo -
ment — thisverymo -
ment, so different from
every other moment you
have lived? Itsa new and
productive way of living
life, Nancy.

lam aformer junior
high school English

WRITE US

teacher, married toone
of the kindest people to
walk thisEarth for 55
years thiscoming April L
Had I been married to
someone likeBob, I prob-
ably would be where you
are today.

There would come a
day when lwould lose
my mind and retaliate
for years of pain _..not
really wanting to kill
anyone, but wanting to
geteven for all the pain,
the hurt, the trauma, the
theftofmy life.What-
ever you did had tobe
done when you were
totally out of your mind.
Those who have never
been abused or witnessed
abuse do not know what
itis like. They dontreal-
ize there isa horrific
breaking point.

The new you, the
woman who exists today,
should waste no more
time not seeingyour
loved ones. Its time for
them toknow you, be-
cause you are trans-
formed, much stronger
now than ever before. |

We welcome your Letter to the Editor. Please include your
name, addressand phone number for verification. We may

edit for clarity, space and content. Submit letters by the fol low-

ing formats:

Web: www.hometownlife.com

Mail: Letters to the Editor, Canton and Plymouth Observers,
29725 Hudson Drive, Novi, M1 48377

Fax: 248-668-4547

Email: jmaliszews@hometownlife.com

Ifnot, even though it
would be considered
heresy by the hard liners,
Plymouth Township vot-
ersmight take a cue
from their Canton neigh-
bors and vote forDemo -
crats in November.

James Huddleston

Canton

ATTENTION
AND

WARTIME
SURVIVING

President chooses
nominee

The U..S. Constitution
prescribes the president
choose anominee when a
vacancy on the Supreme
Court occurs. Congress
must interview the per-
son and vote yes or no.

VETERANS,
SPOUSES. ..

also think you should
contactWingblad and
begin writing the whole
story together.

One of the dearest and
wisest people toentermy
lifewas the Rev. Jay
Samonie. He said, “There
are no accidents in life
and everything happens
fora reason.” He also
said, “You are where you
are supposed tobe.” Give
these two statements
some serious attention.
See what you think.

Iwould be happy to
send you books, tapes,
whatever you wish, all
because Wingblad wrote
that story. I remembered
reading about you at the
time our friend, retired
Judge Jack McDonald,
heard your case. | re-
membered, also, that he
tried to help you after-
ward. lam joining you
now innever giving up
hope thatyou will be able
to really begin living life
again.

Pat Hardy isa Bloomfield Hills
resident

President Barack Obama
nominated Judge M.
Garland to replace the
late A. Scalia. Extreme
Republicans inCongress
refuse to fulfill the duty
as written in the Consti-
tution. Isdemocracy
alive? This isinexcus-
able.

Nina Tottenberg, well
known female journalist
on National Public Radio,
interviewed President
Obama recently. I recom-
mend reading itor listen-
ing to it

Hannah Provence
Donigan
Commerce Township

FAMILIES

Join us for an informative workshop on the

Ard &

Attendance

Benefit

Presented by Mall Malisoiv & Cooney, PC
Holistic Estate & ElderCare Attorneys of Farmington Hills

Thursday, April 2ist

6:00 p.m.

Did you know that you may qualify to receive up to $2,120/month
for senior housing benefits from Veterans Benefits?*

Space is limited for this free event; call today!

RSVP by April 18th

(734) 335-4276

_ m
¥AL TONW3DD

Carriage
Redefining Retirement Living*

ISMGH

Park —

Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living

2250 N Canton Center Rd., Canton

Multiple locations in Canton. See our sister community on Cherry Hill Rd.

www . Waltonwood.com

«r<i>



lysterious Movado wrestler
to visit Canton library

The Mysterious Mova-
do isshowing off some
new moves along with
other local wrestlers
when they visit the Can-
ton Public Library.

Wrestlers are step-
ping intothe ring todem-
onstrate some literary
linguistics with area fans
during a program set for
7-8p.m. Monday, April 4,
at the library, 1200 S.
Canton Center.

During the librarys
Wrestlers Read program,
fans can listenas wres-
tlers read stories, talk
about what it's like to
face off in the ring and
hang out for photo oppor-
tunities.

“Our Wrestlers Read
program was inspired by
theWW E Wrestlemania
Reading Challenge, an
annual initiative that
encourages kids to read,”
said Jack Visnaw, chil-
dren librarian. “With
Wrestlers Read, we want
to show kids that every-
body reads, including
athletes, and that reading
can be fun, whether you
know how toperforma

The Mysterious Movado iscoming to the Canton Public

Library.

vertical suplex or not.”
The progranm is free
and all ages are welcome.

Group announces voter
registration drives

The Northwest Wayne
County League of Women
Voters has announced
three sites in Canton
where ttwill host voter
registration drives.

Voters fromany com-
munity may register
here:

» 12:45-2 p.m. Friday,
April 1, at the Muslim
Community ofWestern

Suburbs, or Canton
Mosque, 40440 Palmer
Road.

» Noon to2 p.m. Sun-
day, April 10, at the Gurd-
wara Sahib Singh Sabha
of Michigan, 3310S. Can-
ton Center.

» 10 a.m. tonoon Sun-
day, April 10, at the Hin-
du Temple of Canton,
44955 Cherry Hill Road.

Check us outon theWeb every
day at hometownl 1fe.com

For more information, go
towww.cantonpl.org or
call 734-397-0999.

PUBLICATION
OF NOTICE OR
HEARING

In the matter ofname
change petition for
Brandon David Brewer
TOALL INTERESTED
PERSONS including:
whose address is/
are unknown and
whose interest in
the matter may be

barred or affected
by the following.
TAKE NOTICE: A

hearing will be held on
5/3/16 at 9:30 a.m at
Michigan 3rd Circuit
Court before Judge
Charles S. Hegarty for
the following purpose:
To change the name of
Brandon David Brewer
to CeciliaAnne Brewer.

Published: March 31,2016
L0-0X02767S3 1.«

FILEPHOTO
The Canton Historical Society is looking for volunteers for tours at the Bartlett-Travis House
in June to coincide with the adjacent Canton Farmers Market.

Canton Historical Society seeks
volunteers for house tours

The Canton Historical Ridge, north of Cherry
Society isseeking volun-  Hill.
teers towork as tour The tours will coin-
guides at the historic cide with hours for the
Bartlett-Travis House, in adjacent Canton Farm-
Preservation Park on ers Market. Volunteers
Cantonswest side. donthave towork for
Tour guides are need-  four hours or every
ed from9a.m. to1p.m. Sunday, amove that
each Sunday starting provides some flexibil-
June 5. The historic ity.
house is located on

Canton Historical Soci-
ety member, said train-
ing will be given about
the Bartlett-Travis
House s history and its
contents.

Anyone who isin-
terested inCanton3d
history and who wishes
to help the society
should send an email to

Bill Tesen, a longtime  cantonhist@comcast.net

Frank Sinatra & Dean Martin

.Dinner Dhow From Las Vegas

“With Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin...
chemistry is the key work to the success of this
clever and talented duo”

“...Sacco, Morello will keep you laughing all
night long!”

Saturday ,April 9
Knights of Columbus

opp:n 10 TNI PUIBIJC
19801 Farmington Rd . Livonia,Michigan
(Between 7 & 8 Miles)

box office: (248) 473——7777

Tickets: $35 (tickets include dinner & Show)
tJINNOY af L-pm, F:how will Follouw

The Billy Joel & Elton Dinner-Dance Show Sunday May 22, at 5 PM
http://WWW.ROSECATERING.COM

The fastest most
convenient way to

get LOCAL NEWS!

Download the hometownlife.com APP
tostayconnected on the Go!

Available on the

m AppStore

ANDROID APPON W

[x Google play m
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Joe’sGourmet
Catering & Events

We can create original events
to suityour company spersonality! »
Breakfast meetings, elegant receptionsT
to bountiful box lunches.._We can

make rthappen!

BifjBj Is, WHati1 I*ggi Malta ItlJXnJixcisU

33152\W. Seven Mile Roed, Livnia, M1 48152 ~
33 thA616248.477.433 N

IaBES, fredieta
A HighestQualitHani

oMY 8 e
PRODUCE ORGANIC
Ci‘é'ﬁ’%%“ﬁ”}is Jugbo Calif Dlia Avocados  Navel Oranges
990 ea 2/%1
fromChuckS
FreshAllll\lamraI o
Boneless
lack Forest Polish luenster Pork Chops ~ Chuck Roast
Smo ed Turkey  Han Cheese $2.99. $5.99.
2 % MQ-,’S _ g-% Save $1.00
DRtz Chickenleg ItaliagnChicken
Turkey PE‘%VeOe'SOe”e Hard Salami Quarters Cutlet
Ground Chicken
Oven Roasted Smokehouse 0ldTyme . -
Chﬁcken Ham e%eronl r IS
%wzgm %goo Save $1.50 JoesGourmet
Caterlng & Events
summer dates are fillin g pf ast! FI’OS"Wt"AE’.!?:"O&H
P FINE CHEESES ooirhonimis
B mS er Ie A ed Steua www.jOesggfjslrir:eutsciering.com -
Paraglesoc eese SmoEFe)dCheese gAS| orcall today at248-477-4363 220 Cod Fillets
$2.Ph  HA-Del  F.BHm
GROCERY
Everyday GOURMET
BITPasta S usa es NJegerahle™ nairyFresh Garofalo
Chlcﬁj(en galad Salad ) y Pastas Pﬁc%!lmcq
$H.0m  $3.9n 5?%1 BO ML s =
ChetTs Feature
Buck Tacos %'99
CAFE _ PASTRY
JesHehREstEd ey eod Best of Both Cakes
18.99 S $17.DPg $7.Pa
Total Cluster  Back Roads Aople or Cher
aFludge ranola Cherry Pie |DIDFnDtters Y
N\ SS- $6.99 e $12.9 $3-DPrigy
“Hamburger _ Roasted : WINE CELLAR
unsg i)ﬁcl: Bread 13 Crimes
2/ 3.9 S;r;%Ia bquiF;n NeWBe|9|un
Pizza  BlueherryLemon 8.0 PDXD RAD
Rol s Sconhes D 0.9 M@ %7&9
2.9 2/$3



Call me to find out ifyou can save now.
CHALLENGE

futv"V FIKov b tetm

t'|l * ML *<edD

Neighborhood Insurance Agency
734-456-6066

40516 Ann Arbor Trail

Plymouth

W
/instate

OH A\tRAGI DWIKS SNITCHTDI
MO0 KAl www.allstateplymouth.com
»1*395 -#h 1

Savings based on national customer reported data for new policies v/ritten in 2014. Actual savings vary. Discounts subject to terms §
- conditions and availability. Allstate Properly and Casualty Insurance Co.. Allstate Insurance Co. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.
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MICHAEL
VASILNEK
Canton*s Noah
Spencer,
shown taking
a swing during
a 2015 game, B
one of the
Chiefs® top
returnees.

ABOUT THIS

SERIES

Go to any scholastic,
dub-level or rec league

athletic event inany cityor

town across Michigan and
you will find one constant:
one (ormore) refereewho
isthere to ensure fair play
and following of the rules.
A team might be short of
players or lack an assistant
coach, butwithoutaman
orwoman inthe proverbi-
al striped shirt, there isno
game or match or meet.

In recent years, officials
in all sports have come .
under fire, whether from
overheated parents, in-
creased social media or
disrespectful players and
coaches. Many leagues
and governing bodies are
having a difficulttime
finding enough adults to
act as officials for youth
sports events.

Observer & Eccentric
reporters conducted a
variety of interviews inthe
last several vyeeks, with
referees, officials, exec-
utives and otherswho are
involved inthe recruit-
ment and training of
sports officials. We found
that, while many still enjoy
the unique thrill of being
part of the game, others
are being driven from the
playing field, some haunt-
ed by the killing two years
ago of local soccer referee
John Bienowicz.

Today begins a two-part
package of stories, "Blow-
ing the Whistle." Come
back April 7 for the second
instalIment.

INSIDE

» Young official says educa-
tion key to improving atti-
tudes, B2

» Former player, coach sees
hissport from a new angle,
B3

COMING APRIL 7

» "You don"t have a horse in
the race,” referee says

» Former prep player moves
straight into officiating

» Teenaged umpire talks
about leaving game for good
» MHSAA makes recruiting,
retaining officials top priority

B O B

iECURI”

pposit”
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2016 BUICK VERANO

O P ORTS

Prtching key to Chiefs” hopes

Up-the-middle strength could spark Canton

Tim Smith
StaffWriter

Veteran Canton High
School baseball coach Mark
Blomshield subscribes to the
tried and true adage that win-

ning teams are strong up the
middle.

Blomshield sees that sce-
nario playing out for the 2016
Chiefs, looking to improve
from a 19-15 season last
spring.

BLOWING THE WHISTLE

ICKINTHE GUT

“During this off-season, we
understood we have a few
holes to fill due to graduation
and our staff is confident that
we have made the necessary
adjustments to be a solid all-
around ball club,” Blomshield
said. “We are strong up the

See CHIEFS, Page B4

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

As much as Mario D"Agostino (left) and Kevin Winningham love calling soccer games at High Velocity Sports inCanton and at other area venues, their
patience isbeing tested by parents and otherswho jump atany chance to criticize dedicated refs.

Veteran soccer refs blame social media,
culture of disrespect and ‘win-at-all-costs’
mentality for awindling pool of officials

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Mario D Agostino%hands
trembled as he held them up,
presenting the ultimate irony.
One of hiswrists was adorned
with a yellow and orange wrist
band with a simple but direct
message: “Respect the Game.”

The veteran youth and high
school soccer official - the
referee coordinator atHigh
Velocity Sports inCanton -
had justwitnessed a troubling
incident inwhich ayoung
female soccer refwas verbally
abused followinga game by
off-the-rail parents and coach-
€s.

“l got parents up there that
are just berating the referee
and itsayoung girl,” D Agosti-

no saidduring a recent in-
terview at the Michigan Ave-
nue soccer facility. “They Tre
justgoing crazy. Theresa
coachwho justisripping into
me, tellingme Have you
ever played soccer? Have
you ever been ina stadium?’
That has absolutely nothing
to do with youth soccer.

“My hands are shaking
rightnow because | just got
done with the confrontation.
This isU-7 boys up here right
now ...this isthe problems
we re having. The parents
are up there all screaming
and yelling at the referee.”

According toD "Agostino
and fellow soccer official
Kevin Winningham, alsoa

See REFEREES, Page B2

Longtime official keeps things In Czech

Brad Emons
StaffWriter

With more than 30 years
of experience, Bob Czech has
virtually seen itall as a reg-
istered high school official.

The 60-year-old from
Berkley, a retired Detroit
police officer who also
worked for Farmer Insur-
ance for 10 years inauto
theft claims, remains as an
active Michigan High School
Athletic Association official
whileworking behind the
scenes as an assignor for the
Metro Detroit Athletic Offi-
cials group.

The officiating landscape
has changed dramatically
over the past 30 years for
Czech, who isnow an assign-
or for the 24-school Kensing-
ton Lakes Activities Associa-

JEAIMIMOTT

STX16248. 24M0 LEASE
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2016 GMC TERRAIN SLE1

STKB6735,24 MONTH LEASE

23-school Oakland Activities
Association.

“When I first started out, all
the officials had to call the
A.D.s and get their games,”
Czech said. “Then, a few years
later, 1 got a call from George
Lovich (former Livonia Frank-
linA.D.) and he wanted me to
become an assignor.

“George Lovich, Ron Hol-
land (former North.Farming-
tonA.D.) and Paul Cummings
(SalemA.D.) - those guysmen -
toredme and got me into it”

Changes inthe wind
Czech said the procedure
for booking games took a dif-
ferent course during “the late

1980s and early 1990s.”

“Its changed a lot...how
you get your games, how you
get trained, coaches, behavior
of parents, etc, etc,” Czech

tion in both basketball and said.
foothall. He isalso a baseball
and softball assignor for the See CZECH, Page B2
rnUUU rAnINtn
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REFEREES

Continued from Page Bl

familiar face atHigh Velocity
as assistant head referee for
the Canton Soccer Club, such
attacks are on the rise almost
every day.

Walking away

As unchecked attacks in
social media now carry over to
real life conflict, asvenom
escalates, the number of regis-
tered soccer officials across
the board isplummeting.

Winningham said annual
attrition isat about 25 percent.
Just as troubling, fewer are
signing up with the United
States Soccer Federation.

“These kinds of problems
we have with parents,”D A-
gostino said. “Just verbally
abusing these children to the
point where they’re not in-
terested inbeing out there.”

Who couldblame them? No
one would want to be faced
withmaximum abuse for a few
bucks more than theminimum
wage.

“If a parent, ifa player,
would step intobecome a ref-
eree,” Winningham said, “they
would have a greater under-
standing ofa game, aswell as a
greater respect for those who
areworking games — whether
its an 11-year-old girl upstairs
or a 50-year-old guy out on the
field.”

Nodding emphatically in
agreement was D Agostino.

“1 think one of the greatest
things that I wish could happen
isthat every parent or coach
could officiatea game,”D A -
gostino said. “Put them behind
the whistle. And I guarantee
you their perspective of the
game would totally change, in
all sports. To see what it%s like
tomake that split-second deci-
sion.”

Remembering John

Both Canton men always
wear the “Respect theGame”
wristband when they officiate
contests. And they do plenty, at
the youth and club levels and
for the Michigan High School
Athletic Association.

“lalways make ita point to
roll itup (almost to his fingers)
duringmy captains meeting,”
Winningham said. “Just to
make a point: We re here to
respect the game, gentlemen.”™

Yet there are times when
both men can’thelp butwon-
der whatshappening, why
violence, trash talk and overall
unruly behavior directed at
refs of all ages is threatening
the lifeblood of their sport.

That unwanted element
already iscostingmuch more
than that. D Agostino and Win-
ningham alsowear theirwrist-
bands as a constant reminder
of dear friend John Bienowicz,
aWestland man and longtime
official who was fatally
punched inthe head insum-
mer 2014 by an angry player
during an adult amateur
league contest in Livonia.

Bienowicz lost his lifebe-
cause the player, Bassel Saad,
36, of Dearborn, went berserk
when Bienowicz issued a red
card against him (thus ejecting
him from the match).

Saad eventually pleaded
guilty to involuntaryman -
slaughter and is serving 8-15
years in prison.

Earlier this year, a player
who had been kicked out of a
mensgame inArgentinare-
portedly was so upset that he

CZECH

Continued from Page Bl

The MDAOQO boastsmore
than 400 members, “but a lotof
guys belong to two or three
different associations,” wheth-
er itsDownriver or the East
Side, according to Czech.

Another challenge Czech
andMDOA faced came in 2008,
when theMSHAA lostitsgen-
der equity lawsuit, forcing
coinciding girlsand boys sea-
sons. Volleyball moved from
the winter to the fall, while
girls basketball went from fall
towinter, among other
changes.

“They’re working more than
they have before,” Czech said.
“And obviously, iftheyTe old-
er, its a littlerougher on the
body. Whereas beforeyoul
work the girls (games) inthe
fall and the boys in the winter,
soyou onlyworked a couple of
times a week. Some of these
guys areworking three and
four times a week, maybe
five.”

Many officialshave had to
transition during the week
back and forthbetween boys
and girls basketball games,
which can alsobe a challenge
and an adjustment.

A BLOWING THEWHISTLE

BILLBRESLER |STAFFPHOTOGRAPHER

Whenever and wherever Mario D"Agostino and Kevin Winningham go
to officiate soccer games, they wear these wristbands to honor the
memory of friend and fellow referee John Bienowicz.

retrieved a gun from his per-
sonal belongings, marched
back on to the pitch and shot
the referee to death.

“Why shouldwe be fearful
for our livesnow when we
officiategames?” D Agostino
said. “We have our families
telling us (to give up refer-
eeing) ..my wifessaying that.
But she knows and (Winning-
ham 5)wife knows, itsim-
bedded inus. Itreally means a
lot for us to do these games.

“But yetwe Ve got family
members now who are telling
us toslowdown a littlebit?
When you need tobe escorted
toyour car aftera game by an
athletic director, after a high
school game, thats really, real-
lybad. Thatswhat it’s getting
to right now.”

What now?

Another thing its getting to
isa crossroads for soccer lif-
ers such as D Agostino and
Winningham, who routinely
pack each Saturday with an
endless string of games to call
simply because not enough
refs are inthe mix.

“They want to limitus to
three or four (games), but
theresnobody there,”Win-
ningham said. “We keep saying
yes. (This is)our weekend; we
both work (regular jobs), we
have wives athome ..ldo it
because I love thisgame. This
isa beautiful game.

“There s nothing better than
having a kid when he was 10-11
years old and then you get to
see him play at 14 or 15 and
then you get towatch him play
in high school.”

Chiming inwas D Agostino,
agreeing that “there’s not
enough referees to officiate all
these games. Guys like us, who
its meaning a lot, are doing
way toomany games than what
we should be. We hate saying
no; we love doingwhat we do.
But by the sixthor seventh

“The boys game ismuch
faster, but the rules are the
same,” Czech said. “You have
to interpret the rules the same.
The boys game isobviously
faster than the girls, so you
have toadjust a little bit, but
like I said, the rules are the
same. We generally have tobe
neutral. Boys are stronger, so
they’re going to be able to take
a littlemore hittingand bump -
ing a little bit, whereas
females arentquite as strong,
so you have toadjust a little
bit.”

Knowing the rulebook

Officials also have to adapt
year-to-year to rules changes
and points of emphasis handed
down from both theMHSAA
and the National Federation of
High School Associations.

“From the people inLansing
(MHSAA), Mark Uyl and Nate
Hampton, they’re the ones that
kind of give us guidance,”
Czech said. “They re kind of
like our bosses. They give us
feedback and they just tell us
what we need to do. Kind of
like a teacher when a principal
tells them to do something.
Well, the principal is the boss,
right?”

In the KLAA, varsity foot-
ball and basketball officials
are paid normally $60 to $65

game on a Saturday after-
noon, we re exhausted.”

But bothmen acknowl-
edge they need some help
on the pitch. Is itever going
to happen?

Winningham would like
to seemore parents consid-
er give officiating a try,
perhaps even the players as
they mature. Doing just that
was hisown son Tyler, a
member of Canton High
School 52011 state champi -
onship team.

“lwould love other par-
ents, other people, who have
worked the game, tocome
back,”Winningham said.
“They e just not anymore
and the reasonis, Why do 1
want to go stand out there
and get yelled at for an
hour-and-a-halfand get
belittled by people, when 1
could be doing something
better?’

“We need re-education
and re-commitment towhat
this game isall about, which
isteaching kids life skills.”

Basic values

That means people re-
turning to tried and true
values such as showing
some respect for authority.
Also putting cellphones into
pockets instead of videotap-
ing every move an official
makes — good or bad.

And don’tforget good
old-fashioned communica-
tion rather than confronta-
tion.

Still, despite honest ef-
forts to reverse the trend,
nastiness continues.

“The clubs are doing a
much better job compared
toa decade ago, communi -
cating what is expected,”
Winningham said. “But
theres no accountability to
what isexpected.

See REFEREES, Page B3

College player says
education the key
to curbing anger

TimSmith
StaffWriter

Itisntjustmiddle-aged
guys such as Mario D "Agostino
and Kevin Winningham that
have some issues with the way
soccer referees are treated in
the anything goes world of
2016.

Yes, even 20-somethings
dontlike the current land-
scape where every perceived
misstep by an official isvideo-
taped for the social media
masses toperuse. Or where
every so-called soccer “ex-
pert” can anonymously ripa
ref and start the snowball of
anger rolling down the hill.

One of them isTylerWin-
ningham, a longtime soccer
player even though he isin his
early 20s. He was part of the
Canton varsity boys soccer
state championship team in
2011 and also competed with
the Canton Soccer Club.

After high school, he s
played at Schoolcraft College
and Lawrence Technological
University and also refs and
coaches the sport at the club
soccer level.

Although TylerWinningham
was unable to attend a recent
roundtable discussionatHigh
Velocity Sports, he responded
viaemail to several questions
that alsowere delved into by
D Agostino and Kevin Win-
ningham.

Q: As a player, refereeand
coach, do you have a unique
perspective inhow you deal
with game officials?

TW: Ithinkbeing a player,
referee and coach does give
me aunique perspective to-
wards how Ideal with game
officials. I thinkwhen you
coach vs. play vs. ref at the
different levels available, it
makes things frustrating but
enjoyable. At each level you
have a different expectations
of the referees. 1 coach U-9 and
U-10 boys, so lwill rarely yell
at referees at that level be-
cause they are typically either
new young referees who are
nervous and do not know exact-
lywhat they are doing or they
are older refereeswho only
walk all game because they are
far out of their prime. The
expectation when Iplay in
college or semi-pro, you are
expecting to have top officials
and you respect those game
officialsmuch more because
for the most part, they are very
competent but you do have to
understand that referees will
make mistakes at all levels.

Q: Have you considered
stepping away from being a
referee due to the increasing
safety concerns, with highly
publicized stories about soc-
cer refsbeing killed or in-
Jured by fans and players?

TW: lhave never considered
steppingaway from reffing
due to increasing safety con-
cerns. lunderstand the safety
and understand that players
and fans can be stupid, but 1
have alsocome to realize that
when players and coaches and
fans are yelling, there isusu-
ally a reason. Yes, some yell
for stupid reasons because

BRAD EMONS

Bob Czech (center) has been officiating formore than 30 years and heads
the Metro Detroit Athletic Officials group. Working on his crew at a recent
basketball game are Plymouth*s Paul Woodard (left) and Southfield"s Darcy

Gltchuway.

per game, while its $45 to $50
for freshman and Jv.

“We rea little behind other
states because we justhavent
caught up, but hopefullywe’ll
catch up eventually,” Czech
said.

Czech said his biggest chal -
lenge now isrecruitingyoung-
er officials.

“The problem is the average

age of the officials here is
between 53 and 57, so we need
some more young guys,” he
said. “We keep reaching out to
the seniors and the coaches at
the high schools. We talk to
them and say, Hey, do you
have any seniors that are going
to graduate, stay intown and
go tocollege, likeWayne
(State), Oakland (University),

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO
TylerWinningham works a soccer
game during the 2015 Canton Cup.
He also plays and coaches the sport,
giving him a unique perspective on
the way officials are treated.

they do not understand the
game. But for the most part,
certain coaches and players
only yell because maybe you
didmess up. One thing that I
try to focus on when lam reff-
ing isgame management.
When events happen and safe-
ty becomes an issue, ftusually
isbecause the build up of
events. Itisntjusta one time
sporadic moment. When issues
arise during the game, players/
parents/coaches yelling at the
officials or each other, parents
being disrespectful and ruin-
ing the atmosphere, those
things need to be taken care of
rightaway. When they are not
properly taken care of or han-
dled, they escalate toa point
that isno longer controllable
and the referee crew isthen in
danger. Game management
starting from themoment you
arriveatagame tothemoment
you leave agame isa key to
staying safe and maintaining a
smooth game.

Q: How much do you con-
fab with your dad about
these issues? Are you seeing
these issuesthe same way or
differently? Please explain
why, eitherway.

TW: Ithinkmy dadand I
partially agree with the issues.
There are multiple aspects to
the issues going on and the
dwindling of referees. The two
main things | see are the cul-
turewe live inand the thinness
of skinmy people now adays. |
have thick skin. Kevin has
thick skin. Mario has thick
skin. Referees today have very
thin skin. One small complaint
from a coach or parent throws
(other refs) off theirgame and
they feel shaken up. After they
feel shaken up, everything
goes downhill from there and
they keep making bad decision
after bad decision and that
escalates the situation and
parents/coaches get heated

See EDUCATION, Page B3

anywhere?’We say, Hey, want
tobecome an official?’ Ifyou
played high school sports, we
want to trainand mentor you.
Its the local associations that
have togo out and hustle the

guys.”

Ongoing shortage

The shortage of officials
remains an ongoing concern
for Czech, particularly from an
assignor’ standpoint.

“Basketball, we e kind of
0K, but we need more and
football we need some more,”
he said. “The problem isbase-
ball.We dontnearly have
enough baseball umpires. Its
at4 oclock and 1t% in the
springwhen itscold. Itdoesn
warm up around here until the
middle of May, so the firsttwo
or three weeks it5 ice cold.
And its4 oclock inthe after-
noon and most people are
working unless you re retired
or work midnights.”

The MD O A assignor said
there are a couple of necessary
components to inbecoming a
registered MH S A A official.

“You got to have thick skin
and common sense,” Czech
said. “And be like inyour job ..
flexible. Its an avocation, not a
vocation.”

bemons@hometownlife.com



BLOWING THE WHISTLE

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER

Zaim Cunmulaj
referees a match
during the
Farmington Public
Schools tournament.

“//5 a lot
harder than
what 1
thought it
would be.
Beingan
official now,
I ook at the
game a lot
differently ”

ZAIM CUNMULAJ
high school wrestling
official

This official has a new appreciation for the job

Former player, coach sees wrestling
competition from a whole new angle

Dan O*"Meara
StaffWriter

When a friend pushed the
idea of being a wrestling offi-
cial, Zaim Cunmulaj decided to
give ita try. He was not enam-
ored with the job after his
initial experience.

“By the time | was done, I
said, This not for me; Its too
hard, ™ Cunmulaj said. “He
said: Dontworry; itshard for
everybody at first.’

“lwent home and was ex-
hausted, mentally and phys-
ically. He pushed me into
hanging in there. I came back.
I'm very glad I did come
back.”

Cunmulaj, 45, recently com-
pleted his third season of offi-
ciating matches at the middle
and high school levels.

An all-state wrestler at
North Farmington High School
and former college football
player, Cunmulaj isstill fitand
looks as ifhe could compete
today.

After a period of adjust-
ment, Cunmulaj adapted to the
rigors of being back on the
mats.

“Everyone thinks officiat-
ing iseasy,” he said. “It%s diffi-
cult todo, tobe in the right
spot at the right time. Inwres-
tling, you have to anticipate
what the next move isgoing to
be.

“Its a lot harder than what I
thought itwould be. Being an
official now, 1 look at the game
a lot differently. 11lgo, Wow,
that has tobe hard on the ref-
eree, taking all that heat.”’

“We re human. Sure, lve
made mistakes. But I totally
look at the officiating differ-
ently than I did.”

EDUCATION
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when the referees are bad. At
the same time the culture we
live innow is ignorant. People
feel the need to speak out
about anything and every-
thing. Most of the parents
yelling have no idea what they
are yelling about. Parents are
competitive and get way into
the game. Instead of enjoying
the game and watching their
son or daughter run around

Playing experience helps

It helps in the case of Cun-
mulaj, who was a heavyweight
wrestler and a defensive line-
man at East Carolina Univer-
sity, to know the sport and
have competed in it

He also isan assistant foot-
ball coach and was the wres-
tling head coach at North Far-
mington in the 1990s, but
theres stillmore to being a
good official.

“Its a challenge to know all
the rules,” he said. “You have
to know them ina splitsecond.
You can’topen the book. You
have tobe ready to go or
coaches are all over you.

“They 1l take advantage of
you ifthey see you dontknow
the rules. They’ll letyou know
and that will travel (through-
out the coaching ranks).

“There was a lotof stuff |
had to learn. A lot of stuff had
changed since | had wrestled.
There are changes every year
to the rule book.”

Cunmulaj recalled one in-
cident when an understanding
coach took the time to share
his knowledge with him.

“This what kept me in offi-
ciating,” Cunmulaj said. “I had
made a mistake. He said, let
me open the book and explain
ittoyou.’He was wonderful.
He didntscream atme; |
didnthave toputmy guard
up-

“He said: Please, stay with
it We re glad tohave you in
the sport.”’He was encouraging
and ithelped.”

The right balance

Cunmulaj tries to find the
right balance between being
an authority figure and a calm,
understanding figure, too.

Other officials and coaches

and play soccer, they just want
towin and yell as loud as they
can for no real reason.

Q: Inyour opinion, what
needs to happen for this
current situation to be allevi-
ated?

TW: Players, coaches and
parents need to be educated.
There isa current system in
place, but itisa very loose and
relaxed system. FIFA and U.S.
Soccer has had movements
like ‘Say No toRacism’or
Respect the Game.’The Eng-
lish Football Association re-

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

On any given Saturday, Mario D"Agostino (left)and KevinWinningham
expect towork several games, at the very least. Every year, fewer are
returning to officiate contests inyouth, high school and adult rec leagues.

Cunmulaj

have told him fthelps to have
the deep voice he does, he
noted.

“l1 try to be as invisible as
possible,” Cunmulaj said. “If1
make a mistake, IMlwalk over
and apologize and say, I
sorry; Ididntsee that.” | try to
combine the two things and
get the best of two worlds for
the coaches and the referees.

“There was one incident
this year at a tournament. A
guy was hanging on the rail-
ing. He leaned over and
screamed something atme. |
said, ‘Sir, ifyou want to stay in
the gym, you might want to sit
down.’He sat down.

“He came tome later and
said: “I'™m sorry about what I
said.’ I said: T understand;
everybody gets upset some-
times.’

Sometimes, Cunmulaj’
reputation precedes him with
coaches who Ve seen the tape
of him wrestling a black bear
20 years ago at a promotional
event.

“I look back and say, What
was | thinking?””Cunmulaj

leased a commercial lastyear
about parents yelling at youth
games magnifying how embar-
rassing itisand how you ruin
the entire game for everyone.
But not enough isbeing done
for referees. Iteither has to
start from the top at U.S. Soc-
cer or itneeds to start from
the clubs. Everyone knows
that the treatment of referees
is terrible. Referees are ver-
bally abused, (and) physically
abused in certain situations.
But ishas become a problem
that no one wants to resolve.
When an issue does come up

REFEREES
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“So they tell (the parents),
dontapproach your coach,
have a 24-hour rule before you
approach a coach about a prob-
lem with your son or daughter.
Don tyell at the coach, dont
yell at the players on the field.
Let the coach coach the kids.

“So all of those are great
things. But many times, during
tryouts when they communi -
cate that at the beginning of
the season, once the season
begins, all of that accountabil-
ity goes out the window, its
just a free-fall for parents to
say whatever they want to.”

As the young official found
out first-hand on this partic-
ular day at High Velocity, that
lowly standard applies to those
whose kids are playing fora
rec league participation trophy
— those who probably never

match this past season.

said. “A couple guys wrestled
him before me. As soon I got
up there, (the owner) told the
bear to stand up. My eyes
opened like half-dollars.

“We kind of wrestled
around. He was just kind of
playing. Itwas something to
remember.

“As ayoung referee, you
geta lotof good feedback
from coaches. Some have said,
jokingly, ifldid make amis-
take, they weren’tgoing to tell
me.”

It'sno good to yell

The worst thing an athlete
or spectator can do isyell at an
official, accordingtoCunmu-
laj, a resident of Walled Lake.

“Ive never had a problem
with that,” he said. “Most
coaches seem to do a good job
of keeping spectators in lire.
Its something that happens in
every sport.

“You walk intoany gym and
hear that. You just have to let
it roll off your back. You just
kind of block rtout.

“Ive seen kids sitting there

about a referee being assault-
ed, abused, killed, as a referee
community we are aware.
MSYSA isaware. But U.S.
Soccer, the top dog, isnot
doing enough to protect soccer
referees or educating parents
and players. 1 do not include
coaches in that because coach-
es nowadays have to take a
referee portion test/module
when they get new licenses so
coaches are very knowledge-
able on the laws of the game.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

will compete foraWorld Cup
someday .

"We give little $2 trophies to
these littlekids that are abso-
lutely meaningless ina weird
sense,” D Agostino said. “But it
seems likeits somuch for
these parents."”

Inexpensive trophies aside,
todays “win atany cost”men -
tality issomething that trou-
bles both veteran refs.

“That’ something I just
cantunderstand,” D ’Agostino
said. “l just think italso comes
with maturity and age. The
younger (parents) tend tobe a
littlebitworse because of the
fact they are new to the sport
and a lot think their (children)
are superstars, that theye
going tobe playing in the big
leagues someday.

“When itall comes down to
it, its justa game.”

Win off the field

What the big deal about
10-year-old kids winning when

yelling at referees. 1Mlwalk
over to him and say, Coach,
thisguy or that guy needs to
watch what hes doing or keep
it to himself.”I've had very
littleproblems with anybody.”

As a former coach, amajor
motivation for Cunmulaj being
an official isto encourage and
help young people.

“When amatch isover and
a guy walks by with his head
down, IMlask, What year are
you?”’ I’lllsay, T didn*tdo very
well as a freshman, either.
Keep your head up and stick
with it Youre a very good
wrestler,””Cunmulaj said.
“Most of the time, hellpick
his head up and smile.”

Like most sports, the Michi-
gan High School Athletic Asso-
ciation is inneed of more offi-
cials inwrestling, he added.

“Some guys are getting
ready to retire,” Cunmulaj
said. “We need to getmore
younger guys involved, guys
younger than me or just out of
high school.”

domeara@hometownlife.com

“l'understand the
safety and
understand that
players and fans can
be stupid, but...
when players and
coaches and fans are
yelling, there is
usually a reason.”
TYLERWINNINGHAM

there are so many other posi-
tives to be gleaned from an
hour or two on a soccer field?

“That shouldn’tbe the ulti-
mate goal,”Winningham said
with a nod. “The ultimate goal
should be fun, development of
our kids, friendships, devel-
oping skills of communication,
commitment, hard work and
discipline. And itsall about the
trophy.”

Perhaps what should be
doled out instead are those
wristbands to respect the
game — and each other.

They hope itisnttoo late
for that already.

“Unless some changes are
going tobe made, ldontsee it
getting better,” D ’Agostino
said. “l really don*....Society
changes. Itreally starts in the
home.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports



BASEBALL PREVIEW —

PART 1

Heating up for the new season

Wildcats in Florida
preparing to jump
out of the gate

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

This week, Plymouth varsi-
ty baseball players are soaking
up the sun with spring work-
outs down 1in Florida.

And when they return to
Michigan for Monday % season
opener atAnn Arbor Skyline
(4:30 p.m.), third-year head
coach Jason Crain isas confi-
dent as ever that the Wildcats
will bring the heat.

“We look forward tocoming
together as a team and building
upon the strong base (that)
previous classes have huilt,”
Crain said.

It doesnthurt to have an
outstanding nucleus of return-
ing players who were key to
the 2015 team going 27-13-1 and
winning the KLAA South Divi-
sion and first-ever Division 1
district title— not tomention
establishinga new program
record for victories.

Captains Pete Carravallah
and Evan Claggett “look to lead

BILL BRESLER |STAFFPHOTOGRAPHER

Two key members of the Plymouth varsity baseball team are seniors Josh

Sulak (left) and Kyle Wolter.

a strong group of returning
starters, including Josh Sulak,
Kyle Wolter and Ryan Elliott.”

That standout quintet will be
augmented by several other
players who contributed to the
2015 success. Those include
Owen Spryszak, Justin Ray-
lean, Mike Farrere, Regan
Fleisher, Taylor Burke and
Josh Janovsky.

Add tothe mix a group of
newcomers inwhom Crain
sees big things to come, in
Mike Matovina, Brenden Lac-

orato, Austin Scheffer, Chase
Timko, Mike Wischer, Nik
Patel, Jacob MacBrien, Max
Marco, Evan Good and Chase
Every.

After facing Skyline, the
Wildcats will host Novi Detroit
Catholic Central at4 p.m. Fri-
day, April 8, at Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

RENA LAVERTY J[USA HOCKEY

Forward Clayton Keller, shown from a recent game, isone of several top NHL prospects on the U.S. NTDP
Under-18 team. Kellerand histeammates will play their final home game at 7 p.m. Thursday.

USA HOCKEY NTDP UNDER-18 TEAM

Last chance to check future NHLers

Top-level NHL prospects Keller, Bellows, Krys to play firal home game Thursday

USA Hockey s National
Team Development Program
Under-18 team hosts theMus -
kegon Lumberjacks at 7 p.m.
Thursday at USA Hockey
Arena inPlymouth Township.

The United States Hockey
League tittwill be the final
home game of the season for
the U18s, who will play April
14-24 in the upcoming U18
World Hockey Championships
atGrand Forks, N.D.

Students with proper 1D
will be admitted to the game
for $5. Other specials will

BOYS GOLF PREVIEW —

include $1 hot dogs and $2
burgers. Call the USA Hockey
Arena box office at 734-453-
8400 for more information.

Thursday isthe last chance
to see top-rated NH L
prospects Clayton Keller (U18
leading scorer with 29 goals,
56 assists, 85 points in52
games), Kieffer Bellows (40-
28— 68) and Chad Krys (3-21-
24, in43 games) atUSA Hock-
ey Arena.

The U18s come intoThurs-
daysgame with a record of
12-3-1atUS A Hockey Arena

PART 2

against USHL and college
teams.

In addition, Muskegon
(25-23-3-4) features the
USHL %5 leading scorer, Rem
Pitlick (43-38- 81 in51
games), and Dallas Stars-
draftee Matej Paulovic (19-
29— 48 in44 games).

Meanwhile, the U.S.NTDP
Under-17 team does have
another home appearance
around the corner.

That contest is slated for 7
p.m. Friday, April 8, against
Youngstown.

Post-Trosper era beginning for Chiefs

Tim Smith
StaffWriter

Donnie Trosper, an all-state
Super Team member in 2015,
is golfing at the University of
Central Florida.

Other ultra-talented golfers
such as Noah
Lindlbauer,
Chris Dooley,
Hunter
Schlampp and
Josh Johnson
also graduated
not long after
Canton’ varsity
boys golf team
finished last
season with a third-place
showing at the Division 1 state
finals.

The Chiefswent 6-2 in the
Kensington Conference and
4-1 inthe KLAA South Divi-
sion.

Still, veteran Chiefs coach
Tom Alles is looking forward

Potluri

to this season to see how
quickly a handful of returnees
mesh with promising new-
comers.

“I think twill be difficult
to repeat the success that the
2015 team had, considering we
graduated somany talented
golfers from that squad,”
Alles said. “l anticipate that
we will rely heavily on our
three seniors, Brian Oldani,
Phillip Conrad and Brenden
Chan, for leadership.”

One of the team’ top per-
formers could be junior Suhas
Potluri, who already has ex-
tensive varsity experience.

Another junior to keep an
eye on isDominic Dimaya,
who Alles said has performed
well during tryouts. Other
juniors include Curt Yun and
Ryan Witczak.

Canton has plenty of young
talent on the roster that could
help the team fill the void of
the graduations.

“Paul Maurer has the low-
est average so far out of a
promising sophomore class
that also includes D.J. Jablon-
ski and Patrick McDougall,”
Alles said.

And another sophomore,
Ben Samoy, along with fresh-
man Steven Hess, posted the
lowest average of first-year
players coming out for
tryouts.

“A lack of overall varsity
experience could be an issue
for the 2016 team,” Alles said.
“We lack the depth that the
2015 team utilized so well.

“Ifour veteran players can
perform consistently and we
can get some help quickly
from a few of our less experi-
enced players, I am hopeful
thatwe can be competitive in
our divisionand inthe KLAA
Kensington as a whole.”

tsmith@ hometown life,com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

MICHAEL VASILNEK

One of the catalysts for Plymouth*s 2016 attack will be senior spark plug

Pete Carravallah.

GIRLS SOCCER PREVIEW —

PART 1

Rocks hope to hit
the pitch running

Tim Smith
StaffWriter

Itnever helps any team to
lose an all-state performer like
Kaitlyn Pelech, who was stellar
in the back for the 2015 Salem
varsity girls soccer team.

But second-year head coach
George Tomasso isenthusi-
astic that the Rocks (10-6-2 last
year inthe Kensington Confer-
ence) can fill the void caused
by Pelech’ graduation- and
then some.

“I'm very excited for the
upcoming season,” Tomasso
said. “Our program has a lotof
returning varsity players, as
well as some underclassmen
that could make a tremendous
impact.”

The Rocks do boast a trio of
outstanding senior returnees
and co-captains in Caroline
Simko (midfield), Marisa Mar -
tin (forward) and Hailey Katul-
ski (defense).

Simko, Martin and Katulski
highlight a deep senior class.

Others include Pamela Beas
(defense), Kamrey Dingelday
(defense), Annalyse Drouillard
(defense/midfield), Sara
Hawks (defense/midfield),
Miranda VanDerRoest (mid-
field) and goalies Casey Kotr-
ba, Abbey Ozenaric and Jillian
Yuhas.

Juniors on the roster in-
clude Olivia Harkins (mid-
field), Jayna Lenders (mid-

CHIEFS

Continued from Page Bl

middle and our entire pitching
staff returns from last season.”

Seniors Greg Goodbred,
Mitch Zelenak and “fyler Byers
will head the pitching staff,
with senior Noah Spencer (the
starting shortstop) another key
hurler when needed.

“Each threw significant
innings last season," Blom-
shield said. “And we are ex-
pecting them to be solid con-
tributors.”

They will be augmented by
senior pitcher Nick Sprosek
(starting third baseman) and
sophomore Lou Baechler, who
will chip inas an infielder and
pitcher.

Bar set high

Canton will have tomake up
for the graduation of standouts
such as catcher Nick Roma-
nauski, now playing for School-
craft Colleges debut baseball
team. The Chiefs’pitching staff
willnow throw to senior catch-
er Mike Flaishans, one of three
players new to the starting
lineup.

“We return sixofour nine
starting position players,”
Blomshield said. “This ball club
has very solid depth and we
expect tobe a highly compet-
itive team this season. We have
set the bar extremely high and
itwill be interesting to see how
this group of seniors responds
to the challenges of our confer-

JOHN KEMSKI |[EXPRESS PHOTO
Hailey Katulski (left) isone of three
Salem senior co-captainswho will
be called upon for abilityon the
field and team leadership.

field), Nikki Pilon (forward),
Bailee Soper (forward), Gabby
Teodorescu (defense/midfield)
and goalkeeper Skyler Grant.

Salem’s lineup also will be
dotted by some younger per-
formers eager to gain playing
time.

Those players include soph-
omore forwards Katie Cole-
man, Anna Faybrick and Ari
Finn and sophomore defenders
Gabriella Mazzuca, Rhona
Nicol and Brittney Simpson.

“I'm looking forward in
seeing how our teanm jells to-
gether,” Tomasso said.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

‘During this
off-season, we
understood we have
a Few holes to filldue
tograduation and
our staffisconfident
thatwe have made
the necessary
adjustments to be a
solidall-around ball
club.”

MARK BLOMSHIELD
Canton coach

ence and non-conference
schedule.”

Spencer isviewed as an
essential component both on
offense and defense, providing
a strong bat as well as range
and athleticism at shortstop.

His keystone partner will be
either junior Justin Dolney or
sophomore Andrew Krafft.

On the corners will be Zidzik
at firstbase and Sprosek at
third, both also expected to
provide some thump for the
Chiefs.

Blomshield will have some
roster flexibility, too, with Bae-
chler along with juniors Jake
Dattilioand Justin Mattson,
who “will also be expected to
contribute” wherever they are
needed on the field or in the
lineup.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Chiefs will look to set
the pace this season

Canton ready to push
the envelope in 2016

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

The "fast and the furious”
could very well apply toCan-
ton"s varsity softball team,
with a roster of players ready
and able to spring to the top
of the KLAA South Division
standings.

That the plan, as far as
Chiefs head coach Al White is
concerned. He isoptimistic
that his team will step itup
even more from last seasons
24-14 overall record.

"Good, but notup toCan-
ton"s standards," White, the
longtime Madonna University
softball coach, wrote inan
email to the Observer. "We
fought the injury bug last
year. You got to be good and a
little lucky and stay away
from injuries.”

The Chiefs feature a fu-
ture Detroit Titans player in

senior outfielder and co-cap-
tain Elizabeth Yager; she
batted .513 and registered 30
stolen bases despite missing a
month of action last year.

Another senior standout is
co-captain Mackenna Payne,
"who will be in the circle for
us.”

Payne and other Canton
pitchers will throw to senior
catchers Victoria Porter and
Maddie Stowe (who also plays
outfield) or sophomore catch-
er Hannah Hajdel as the
Chiefs have a solid depth
chart at the position.

White said four juniors are
just starting to enter their
own, with each player "play-
ing a major part inour team
success.”

That group includes co-
captain and shortstop Olivia
Grant (the No. 2 hitter in the
lineup), second baseman Syd-
ney Dawson, third baseman/
pitcher Peyton Philbeck and
outfielder/infielder Allayha

Heart of order

With a lineup of contact
hitters and speed merchants
that can put pressure on the
opposing defense, another
difference-maker is sopho-
more co-captain lzzy Dawson,
who swatted 29 doubles last
year .

“lIzzy will be in the third

slot of the lineup,” White said.

"She was our shortstop last
year, but we will move her to
first base this year.”

Zajdel is set to bat cleanup
and will be penciled in either
at catcher, third base or des-
ignated hitter.

“She missed a lot of time
last year with a shoulder in-
jury, but she looks healthy
this year and ready togo,”
White said.

Rounding out the team will
be three sophomores up from
junior varsity and intriguing
freshman Nicole Dawson
(cousin of Sydney and lzzy

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO

Canton senior outfielder Elizabeth Yager, shown inthis undated file photo,
brings a standout all-around game to the squad.

Morgan Stephens (outfield-
first base) and Aja Penick
(outfield), of whom White
said “all have outstanding
speed” and are ready tomove
up to the varsity level.

Perhaps the X-factor will
be Nicole Dawson, a *“very
good athlete” who will pitch
and play infield.

schedule, including state-
ranked teams Plymouth,
Northville, Clarkston, Water-
ford Kettering and Bay City
Central.

According to the district
website, the season opens
Friday, April 11, at home
against South Lyon.

Griggs.

BOYS BASKETBALL STATE FINALS

Ratders fall s
appearance In

Top-ranked Jesuit wins
state championship with
69-49 win over North

Dan O"Meara
StaffWiriter

Itwas a disappointing
finish for the North Farming-
ton varsity boys basketball
team and its fans Saturday
afteragreat run through the
Class A state tournament.

The Raiders, though they
were considerable underdogs
to top-ranked University of
Detroit-Jesuit, had their
hopes and sights seton win-
ning itall. But so did the
undefeated Cubs, who
claimed the school § first
state championship witha
69-49 victory at the Breslin
Center inEast Lansing.

With 11 seniors on this
yearsteam, Northmade
history by getting past the
regional final to the last day
of the season, finishingwitha
24-3 record and a school
mark for single-season wins.

“l can’tsay enough about
thisgroup of kids, what
theyve meant toour pro-
gram, what theyve meant to
our school and the North
Farmington community,”
coach Todd Negoshian said.

“They leftan impression,
not just from a basketball
standpoint, but a life stand-
pointon how to behave, how
to carry yourself. Itgoes way
beyond the basketball court
and therearentenough
words tosay how proud lam
of them.”

Scoring wizard

U-D senior guard Cassius
Winston showed the crowd of
nearly 10,000 and a television
viewing audiencewhy he is
the 2016 Mr. Basketball
Award winner.

The Michigan State
recruit scored a game-high 31
points on 14-o0f-16 shooting
with two 3-point baskets and
a free throw togo with nine
assists and four rebounds.

“We felt, ifwe could try to
keep Cassius out of the paint,
we U give ourselves a chance
towin,” Negoshian said.
“Thatsthe best Ive seen him
play in four years.

“I'dontknow ifitwas the
big stage, the final game, but
that’s the Cassius thats going
toMichigan State and he was
reallydamn good tonight.”

Winston was able to pene-
trate the lane with his ball-
handling skillsand scored the
majority of hispoints on
drives to the basket.

“This one of those days |
knew lwould need my best
performance," the 6-foot-1
Winston said. “Itwas going to
be my lasthigh school game,
the last chance atwinning a
state championship.

“lhad togo outand play

Dawson).

The sophomores are Sa-
mantha Mattern (outfield),

hort In first
Class A final

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

North Farmington senior BillyThomas drives past U-D"s Elijah Collins inthe state final.

my bestgame. Iwas zoned in,
focused and ready togo. I
was scoring the basketball, so
my teammates kept going to
me.”

"A great season”

Junior guard Scott Nelson
helped dash the Raiders’
hopes, coming offthe bench
tohita pair of threes and
score 13 points on outside
shooting.

lkechukwu Eke, one of
two 6-foot-9 starters for the
Cubs, had 10 pointsand 13
rebounds. The other bigman,
Greg Eboigbodin, added
eight points and eight boards.

Senior BillyThomas
scored 23 points for the Raid-
ers,who were 5-0f-24 from
3-point distance. Jacob Jou-
bert scored eight points,
Amauri Hardy sixand Alex
Darden five.

Cubs take charge

The Raiders gotdown
early, butmade agame of it
in the first quarter, staying
withinone, 16-15, with a
Thomas layup.

U-D (28-0) scored the last
five points of the opening
quarter and stretched its lead
toa dozen at halftime, 39-27.
That was as close as the Raid-
ers got as the Cubs expanded
the margin inthe second half.

The Cubs finished the
game shootingan amazing 63

percent (29-0f-46). Itwould
have been very difficult for
the Raiders or any team to
match that. North shot 34
percent (20-0f-59).

“Icantbe more proud of
these guys and what they did
today,” Cubs coach PatDon-
nelly said. “We hung our hat
on what we do bestand that’
defend. Itgave us a lotof
great opportunities.

“Being named the state
champion inMichigan is
somethingwe Ve dreamed of
atU-D. Inover 100 years of
playing basketball, this isthe
firstone.

“Theresalotemotion and
a lotofpride right now, sit-
ting up here (inthe post-
game interview room) and
being able tosay we Te state
champions.”

Raiders perspective

Darden, who alsohad five
rebounds, three stealsand
one block, appreciated the
support the Raiders had
throughout the tournament.

“Its been great with ev-
erybody inour community
and our school wishing us
luck, hearing from people
you haventtalked to ina
while,” he said. “Everyone
justwants toseeyou suc-
ceed.

"The most special thing
was thateveryone was be-
hind us and supported us to

the end. Even when we were
about to lose the game, they
stillcheered uson. Icant
thank them enough for that.”

He added the defeat was a
tough pill to swal low, to get to
the final game and not have
the outcome the Raiders
wanted.

“This iswhat 1ve been
working for so hard for four
years,” Darden said. “We Ve
put somuch time, blood
sweat and tears into it. To be
so close and not take it, its
heartbreaking.

“As a senior, there are no
more chances now; I out.
Its disappointing, but then
againwe cantjust throwout
what we didall season. Its
been a special season.”

A key component

Thomas, who was atU-D
and transferred to North,
was a great addition to the
program thisseason, averag-
ingmore than 20 points a
game as the team’ leading
scorer.

“He grew up inour dis-
trict,” Negoshian said. “He %
been friends with our kids, so
hed be atall of our open
gyms.

“You can throw out bas-
ketball. Iwas just so happy to
have another great kid inour
program who does things
correctlyon and offthe
floor.”

White said the Chiefs will
need to handle a strong

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

WOMEN?®™S SOFTBALL

Schoolcraft
splits pair
with Macomb

Plymouth graduate Gerou
complete game Iifts
Lady Ocelots to 8-2 win

Tim Smith
StaffWriter

Displaced from Ford Field due to
lastweek 5 heavy rain, the Schoolcraft
College softball team played Satur-
day s doubleheader atMacomb Com-
munity College instead.

And thanks toa complete game by
sophomore pitcher and captain Elaine
Gerou (Plymouth), the Lady Ocelots
notched their firstMichigan Commu -
nity College Athletic Association vic-
tory, an 8-2 triumph over the Mon-
archs.

The win followed the day % opening
contest, a 3-0 loss to the defending
conference champions.

“Overall, lwas pleased thatwe
were able togo toMacomb and get the
split,” Schoolcraft head coach Rey
Linares said. “We didntdo a good job
of executing and moving our base-
runners in the firstgame; we cannot
strand all those base-runners and
expect towinmany games in this
tough conference.

“But we made the
necessary offensive
adjustments inthe
second game witha
good mix of strategic
hitsand small ball,
accompanied by solid
team defense.”

Gerouswork inthe
circlewas outstanding
inGame 2. She allowed eight hitsand
two earned runs without walking a
batter and fanning two.

Schoolcraft overcame an early 2-1
deficit, tying the contest in the fourth
on a squeeze bunt by freshman out-
fielder Alaina DeFrain (LivoniaFrank-
lin).

That hitscored sophomore short-
stop and captain Katlyn McIntosh
(Garden City), who had singled toopen
the inning.

A four-run fifthblew the game open
for Schoolcraft, which loaded the bas-
es on hits by Mackenzie Quinn, Shelby
Shelton and freshman third baseman
and Garden City product Kelsie Pow-
ell.

A sacrifice flyby freshman Mariah
Coleman gave the Lady Ocelots the
go-ahead run and Livonia Stevenson
alum Kassidy Lipinski, a freshman
second baseman, drilleda line drive
home run to left-center, opening up a
6-2 edge.

Capping off the biggame was a
two-run sixthand Schoolcraft (4-9
overall, 1-1 inthe MCCAA) had more
than enough offense to prevail.

InGame 1, freshman pitcher Kerry
Prowse threwa complete game and
gave up just three runs and two walks
while striking out three.

But the Lady Ocelots werentable
to provide her withmuch offense in
the loss. Powell led Schoolcraft with
two hits, with single hitsby Quinn and
Caitlin Fitzpatrick.

Schoolcraft will visitOakland Com-
munity College fora conference dou-
bleheader set for 3 p.m. Friday.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Discover your new home

HOMES &
RENTALS

5t per HomeFinder

Classified Advertising: 1-800-579-7355

Turn here foryour next vehicle

cars.com

hometownlife.com

O bserver & E ccentric

Phone: 800-579-7355
Fax: 313-496-4968

Email: oeads@hometownlife.com

Place an ad online 24/7 at
advertise.hometownlife.com

Auctions, pets, services & stuff

Deadlines: Friday at4pm forSunday

Tuesday at 3pm for Thursday

classifieds.hometownlife.com

All advertising published inHometownlife/0&E Media newspapers Issubject to the conditions stated inthe applicable rate card(s). Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met-
ropolitan Pkwy, Sterling Heights, M1 48312, or call 800-579-7355. « The Newspaper reserves the rightnot toaccept an advertiser®sorder. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel
and ad atany time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. e Our sales representatives have no authority to bind thisnewspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final
acceptance of the advertiser®"s order. e Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the firsttime Itappears & reporting any errors immediately. When more than one Insertionof the same advertisement
isordered, only the firstincorrect insertionwillbe credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable forany lossor expense that results from an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of
an order Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in thisnewspaper issubject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states that itlsillegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination.”
Thisnewspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which isinviolation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in thisnewspaper are available on an equal
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & spiritof U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the

nation. We encourage & support an affirmative advertising & marketing program inwhich there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color, religion or national origin.

NOTICETO BRIGHT HOUSE NETWORKS CABLE CUSTOMERS

This notice Is to Infomt our Bright House Networks customers of upcoming changes to theircable
programming lineup.

From time to time our agreements with cable channels and television stations come up for renewal .
While we do not anticipate any loss or disruption of service, regulations require us to notify you of
the possibility of losing programming. Therefore, please be advised thatour agreements 5StarMAX
East. ActionMAX East/West. Clnemox East/West. CinemaxOn Demand. DW Amerika. HBO Comedy
East. HBO East/West. HBO Family East/West. HBO Go. HBO On Demand. HBO Signature East/
West. HBO Zone East. HB02 East/West, MAX Go. MoreMAX East/West. Music Choice channels
902-951, ThnlierMAX East. TVOne. and Youtoo America remain Ineffecton a month-to-month basis,
and we may have to cease carriage Inall formats ifour authority to continue Iswithheld.

Our agreements withWD1V NBC/This TV and Outdoor Channel expire on March 31, 2016 and we
may have to cease carriage In all formats Ifour authority to continue Iswithheld. We are working
diligentlyat this time tocome to acceptable and fair terms with all these channels.

On or after April 1, 2016, ENCORE. ENCORE Action, ENCORE Black. ENCORE Classic. ENCORE
Espanoi. ENCORE Family. ENCORE On Demand. ENCORE Suspense, and ENCORE Westerns will
rebrand to STARZ ENCORE. STARZ ENCORE Action. STARZ ENCORE Black. STARZ ENCORE Classic.
STARZ ENCORE Espanoi. STARZ ENCORE Family. STARZ ENCORE On Demand. STARZ ENCORE
Suspense, and STARZ ENCORE Westerns.

On or after April 12. 2016, Al Jazeera America will cease its operations and be dropped from
channels 143 and 343

Bright House Networks utilizes a digital video delivery technology known as Switched Digital Video
(SDV). SDV isa robust bandwidth management system that makes itpossible to offer more digital
video programming services than before including now HD channels. To be able to offermore new
video services. Bright House Networks will be moving some existing programming services to the
now SDV systemas well as addingnew services on the SDV system.

On or after May 1, 2016, the following services may be moved to the SDV system:

Network Tier Location Network Tier Location
CNN East Standard 27 CBETCBC Basic 9
ESPN Standard 29 WADL Basic 19
Fox News Standard 24 WDIVNBC Basic 4
Freeform Standard 59 WJIBX FOX Basic 2
FSN Detroit Standard 32 WXBDCW Basic 5
HGTV East Standard 48 WMYO MyTV Basic 6
TBS East Standard 36 WPXD ION Basic 21
TCM Standard 37 WTVS PBS Basic 11
TLC East Standard 43 WWJ CBS Basic 14
TNT East Standard 35 WXYZABC Basic 7

Those services will not be available on unl-directional retail devices as of the date(s) noted above.
Ifyou want to subscribe to those services, you will need a digital set-top box or tuning adapter
from Bright House Networks. Customers may continue to use their unl-directional retail device
and CableCARD to receive video programming other than the programming delivered on the SDV
system. Customers who also utilize a digital set-top box or tuning adaptor will bo able to receive
video programming deliveredon the SDV system. Customers will be notified Inadvance of any other
programming changes.

On or after May 1, 2016, Bright House Networks will change the frequency Iltuses to deliver the
following digital channels:

Network Tier Location Network Tier Location
WJIBK (FOX) HD Basic 2.1 WXYZ (ABC) HD Basic 7.1
WDV (NBC) HD Basic 4.1 WXYZ (ABC) -Bounce Basic 7.2
WDIV (NBC) =ThisTV  Basic 4.2 WXYZ (ABC) -Laff TV Basic 7.3
WWJ (CBS) HD Basic 62.1 WMYD (MyTV) HD Basic 20.1
WTVS (PBS) HD Basic 56.1 WADL (Ind) HD Basic "38.1
WTVS (PBS) -Create Basic 56.3 CBET (CBC) HD Basic 9.1
WTVS (PBS) -Plus Basic 56.2 WPXD (ION) HD Basic 31.1
WKBD (CW) HD Basic 50.1

These changes only affect customers who receive programming through a digital-ready television
(with a QAM tuner) and do not have a digital device. Those customers will need to rescan their
tolevislgn set to continue toview these channels.

On or after May 20, 2016. Tennis Channel will be available on the Premier Channels tier on
channels 553 and 653

For more _information, please call 1-877-885-8318
or visitour website at brighthouse.com

bright house
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SELLING YOUR STUFF

ISSIMPLE

S00-579-735S8
hometownl1fe.com

O bserver & E ccentric
hometownlife.com /V

A GANNETT COMPANY

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

Isl Choice Mortgage Lending

Accurate Mortgage Solutions

AF1 Financial

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp.

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

Fifth Third Bank

Ross Mortgage

Zeal Credit Union

NMLS# 30 Yr.  Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.
138560  (734) 459-0782 3.5 0 2.75 0
164511  (800) 593-1912 3.5 0 2.75 0
2431 (877) 234-0600 3.49 0 2.75 0
127931  (248) 740-2323 3.625 0 2.75 0
399721 (313) 565-3100 3.875 0 3.125 0
403245  (800) 792-8830 3.75 0.25 3.125 0.125
107716  (248) 282-1602 3.875 0 3.25 0
408356  (734) 466-6113 3.75 0.25 3 0

Above Information available as of 3/25/16 and subject tochange atanytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loanwith 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P_M. at www.rmcreport.com.

Al Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Professional

Service
dyar regk...

Mary®s Residential Cleaning. Excel-
lent Ref"s. 30 Yrs Exper. 248-214-3145

Painting

Artistic Painting & Custom Design
25 yrs Exp. =Commercial ~Residen-
tial -Free Estimates 313.247.1831k

Painting By Robert oWaI!prer
Removal elInterior =Exterior* Plaster/

Drywal I Repair =Staining. 40 yrs ex
Fpég Est! 3348—349—7499 019 734—4%4—8149

Great Buys

neighborly deals...
Estate Sales

Bloomfield HUGE Estate Sale
3/31-4/3 Thurs. 8. Fri. 84 Sat. & Sun.
10-5 4489 Conmore Ct. 248-561-7070

Garage-Tag Sale

Hi%h_land Lakes Northville Thursday.
& Fri. March 3ist& Apr. Ist. Take 8
mi le to Silver springs to Crystal lake
to Lehigh to 41320 Windsor CT.

WESTLAND: Sat. Aﬂril 2, 94pm. St
Simon & Jude Church, 32500 Palmer .
S3 bag sale at 3pm. All Ig items go for
1/2 price at bag sale. For more 1
Nancy Patterson 734.722.1343

~ry\ Domestic Pets

ENHANCE YOUR AD
WITH A PHOTO

You can add photos to your classified
ads to show what you are selling, in
addition to od copy. Ads will appear
whenever you want them to run, un-
der the classification you choose. The
cost for the photo will be $10, plus the
cost of the ad copy based on the num-
ber of lines used. Email or mail your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for addresses.
Photos will not be returned. Prepay-
ment required/no refunds. To place
your ad & get more infocall :
MICHIGAN.COM
Observer & Eccentric

800-579-7355
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictionsmay apply

Jt i
zIl

Call Darrin for"a free estima
734-788-9185

\

Grey Male Cat wAvhite socks & nose.
6 AAI/RIdge Rd. “Leo™ 248-207-7031

r]] Pet Services

TS
10150 Highlan n
4PM-6:30PM 3year Rabie
Heartworm Test, $19. Skin, Ear &
Eve exams avail. 313-686-5701L

Assorted

Items
al kinds of things...

*xy" Cheap Stuff

Ifyou"re selling an item for $50 or
less run your ad under Cheap Stuff
AT A SPECIAL RATE™*
Michigan.com
Observer & Eccentric
Call 800-579-73551
«Some restrictionsmay apply

Snowblower 5HP. self propelled,
needs tuneup pick up only 248-685-7804

Furniture &
Household ltems

Racecar bed with twin matress.
Excell. Cond. $250/0bo call after 6pm
248-486-1172

Two Swivel Chairs Excellent cond.
Earth tone color. Asking $300/0bo
586-731-0884

new beginnings...

General

Asphalt Maintenance Co. hiring:
Laborers/Foreman,_Sealcoot
Labors/Foreman, CDL Truck Driver,
Soles Person. 248-685-7355
iohnsurfaceseal ingOcomcast.net

BOOKKEEPER - FT, experienced
in AP/AR/GL, knowledge of
construction/property monogement
acqountln%S ref"d,_ must Know
Quick Books. Email Resume
CherylOinfinityhomescorp.com

COOK & WAITSTAFF, EXP"D.
Needed for busy restaurant.
Apply in person: Platos Coney _Island,
30090 Ford Road, Garden City.

\*<tionmtiui\<j

AMERICA’S #1

BUILDING MATERIAL
AUCTION

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Saturday April 2,2016

FUgWrrrfon*t730AM = AuctionBigins: 900AM
Sewli P FrickyApri 1,2016 12PU-6PU

Gibraltar Trade Center
237N RiverRd
ML Clemens, M1 48043

Hardwood Fboring. Kitchen Cabnets, Tile.
Lhsac life, Grairte Counter Tops.
Intenor & Extenor Doors. Decking,
Decorative UM itng Trimé& Lbiding,
Decking Verities. Toilets. Faucets,
and So Lbch Lbre

GO TO:
v www . peakauction.com
; (all 800-245-9690

NO CHECKS

L J General

DRIVER -CDL Class B with air.
Ability t liftheavy objects.
Also hiring: Roof Loaders
Apply inperson at:
BENSON®S BUILDING SUPPLY
25018 Plymouth Rd, Redford.
(313) 538-9300

DRIVERS

Scrap Hauling/Waste Removal firm
ooking for CDL A Drivers.
~ 11 _Berefits. ~
Accepting ApPllCﬁthnS Mon-Fri. 85
LC Waste

28035 Beverly Rd.
Romulus, M1°48174

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER
For Handicapped Daughter Mornings
7:30 t0 10:00 M-F Some lifting in-
volved. Must have valid driver’s I
cense and references. Compensation
will be discussed ifqualified. _
(248)474-7074 kateederose©gmai I .com

GREENSIDE TAVERN HIRING
«EXPERIENCED COOK
«FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER
with at least 1 yr exp.

Call or apply inperson.

In Hickory Creek Golf Course
3625 Napier Rd., Ypsilanti MI
734) 454-1850

LABORER & MAINTENANCE
Swimmi n? pool co. offering outdoor
physical work. Top dollar paid.

) 477-7727

Healthcare-Dental

> Michigan =~ A fast paced
p Orthopaedic growing
n InsUIntB °pracKce

_looking to hire

} individuals with

exceptional customer service skills
to fill several positions:

«Certified Medical Assistant
eFront Desk

Required Qualifications include:
excellent verbal and written
communication skills & the ability
to communicate effectively with
others within and outside of the
organization, able to prioritize, be
well organized and multi-task.
We offer a competitive salary &
benefits package including 401k
w/company match, paid holidays
and vacation
Resume: employmentOmolmd.eom

MEDICAL AESTHETICIAN
Dermatology practice seeking_
Full/Part time licensed aesthetiCian
w/laser hair removal & cosmetic
exp. No weekends/Exc oay &
Benefits, a2dermOaol . com
or FAX 734-996-8767

MEDICAL BILLER
with Irrtere_lz_;t in m5edical ctj)fll’ilqeman—
agement. Troy. 5+ yrs. billing exp
required with 1CD-9/1CD-10 and
CPT exp. Knowledge of PQRS, MU,
PCMH preferred. Email resume to:
devansnkhsmedOgmoil .com

Real Estate

starting fresh...

Home for Sale -
In State

INKSTER
Brick Bungolow
3bdrm, Oak kitchen w/stove & dish-
washer, Living rm, Fam rm, Finsh
bsmt wfull ba and wet bar, GA,

CA $24,000
A lotof Home for the Money _
1,685 sq ft ranch home, formal din-
ing & living room, mud room or
den, finsh'bsmt w/full bath &
Fireplace $15,840 _
Century 21 Castelli
734-525-7900

WESTLAND Hot New Listing
3 bdrm brick ranch, family rm
w/door to deck iné/ard, all applian-
ces, bsmt. CA, Zcor GA %%pOOO
_Golfside Estates
2003 Built, 1,99 sq ft colonial. 3
bdrm, 2.1 ba, formal living & din-
ing room, fam rm w/vaulted. Oak
kitchenw/doorv/oll to deck, finish
bsmt, GA. CA $150,060
Sprawling Ranch
3bdrms, updated kitchen
w/appliances, bedroom has french
door _that opens to huge deck in
yard, finsh bsmt w/room that could
be 4th bdrm. GA $68,000
Century 21 Castelli
734-525-7900

Livonia Ozgen Sun 1-4pm Nottingham
West 35425 Gardner Ct. Beautiful cus-
tom built 3br ranch 1086 sg. ft, backs
tocommon area $249,000 765-5833

Real Estate

Rentals

great place to lie...

Homes-Rent

Redford-2 br duplex, Inkster & Beech
Daly, bsmt, hdrw firs, beautiful! $750
+ sec. no utl. Sec 8 ok. 313-399-4893

Transportation

Wheels

best deal for you...

AutosWanted

H & W $$for iunk vehicles. Free tow.
Buying repoirobles. 734-223-5581

ENHANCE YOUR AD
WITH A PHOTO

You con odd photos to your classified
ads to show what you are selling, in
addition to ad copy- Ads will appear
whenever you want them to run, un-
der the classification you choose. The
cost for the photo will be $10, Rlus the
cost of the ad copy based on the num-
ber of lines used. Email or mail your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for addresses.
Photos will not be returned. Prepay-
ment required/no refunds. To place
your ad & getmore infocall :

MICHIGAN.COM
Observer & Eccentric
800-579-7355

Mon. thru Fri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions may apply

*\/7iTrucks

Chevy 03 Silverado 4x4 Z71 loaded Ex-
cellent cond. 122k, $8900 734-646-5342

HANDICAP 10BEAUTIFUL LOW
FLR MINI VANS UNDER $15,000.
CALL US IN LANSING 517-230-8865

"FOR SALE"™
SIGN NOT
ATTRACTING
ATTENTION?

Placing a
classified ad Is
an easy and
affordable way
to make your
unwanted items
attract hundreds
of potential

buyers.

What are you
warting for?
Contact us
today and start
turmning the stuff
you don"t want
INto something
you do want:

CASH!I

Gall Now to Place
Your Classified Ad

800-579-7355

0O bskrver& E ccentric



Helping
Y O U
reach your

ACROSS 51 Duncan of
1 Pre-Easter dance
seasons 52 L.A. winter
6 Confront hrs.
boldly 54 Bitofweb

12 Entrde video gear
accompanler 56 Burrito kin

20 Into pieces 57 “American

21 M- & Greg" Pie" actress
(old sitcom) Reid

22 Baseballer 58 Aesop”s
Roberto language

23 Style for 61 Robert Louis
Twiggy or Stevenson
Halle Berry short story,

25 Turned away with The"
from sin 63 ROW S place

26 Remove with 66 Difficult trial
a dustpan, 68 Prize taker
say 69 Credits for

27 Mate of currying
Mom favor

28 Dead duck 72 World Series

29 Jesting sort month

30 Kinof ette 76 Goal

31 Prelude 77 Yard dividers

33 Kitschy lawn 82 Grimm story
decoration 84 Born earlier

36 Blasting 86 Roof edge
inits. 87 Took a plane

37 Matador 88 - Z (the

39 Low mark works)

40 Diet Coke 89 Part of
alternative 55-Down:

44 Banjos’ Abbr.
cousins, in 90 One 1issuing
brief a revision

47 Boxer 93 Deer
Roberto daddies

PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

95 Filmdom*"s
Kazan
97 Cookie

baker ina
tree

100 Part of
UNLV

102 Least
confined

104 Horace"s -
Poetica"’

105 Swimmer
witha long,
flattened
snout

110 Singer -
Marie

112 Destroy the
inside of

115 Lacto-
diet

116 Like some
perfect
games

117 Wide shoe
spec

119 With regard
to pitch

121 New filn's
initial
showings

123 Spago
restaurateur

125 Licorice-
tasting
liqueur

126 One way to
serve cate

127- Lauder

128 Alcoves 42 - avis 83 Online "Ha!"
129 Surgical (oddity) 85 Wipe
inserts 43 Sharp tum 89 Jamie of TV
130 Performers 45 Green start? 91 Intend to do
46 The Devil 92 Crazy
DOWN 48 Police action 94 Holy French
1 Littleslip-up 49 Crest ladles
2 Sweeping 50 “Negative" 96 al
stories 53 BBQ pest possible ..
3Greek island 55 Weekday 98 Singer
4 Duet + one letters Gloria
5 Enter by foot 59 Propel a 99 Summer, in
6 Change to fit boat Savoy
7Greek letter 60 Golfer EIs 101 Hog noises
80ne of four 61 Tow-headed 103 Just manage
on a sedan 62 Emit 105 Really
9 Kind of coherent succeed
whale ligt 106 Like lambs
10 Smear mark 64 Bigname in 107 OF the fifth
11 Design on advice element
skin, in brief 65 Garbo of film 108 Novelist
12 Atlantic fish 67 Hulking Nevil
13 Actress Graff and dumb, 109 Tap-dancer
14 Rely maybe Gregory
15 Appeared 70 Elocute 111 Les - Unis
16 Woodsy lair 71 Mineral 112 Thigh-
17 Bisected suffix rotating
18 Iron output 72 Does in muscle,
19 Bush row 73 City in informally
24 Stalking sort Colombia 113 Peptic
28 Totally get 74 Arena area disorder
32 Artery: Abbr. 75 “1984" 114 Moppets
34 In- (mired) writer 118 Her,
35 Fix, 78 Gets closer to Henri
as a dog 79 Blanchett of 120 Lhasa -
36 - wave "Elizabeth- (small dog)
38 Lured 80 Stunt puller 122 Wind dir.
40 Is in session Knievel 123 Used tobe

41 Jr."sexam

81 Toiler of yore 124 “Shoo!"

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books at
QuilIDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
S

Here"sHow ItWorks:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 hoxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can

2

3 1 9 2 figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
provided inthe boxes. The more numbers

3 4 8 7 5 1 you name, the easier itgets to solve the
puzzle!
9 6L \8P 88 8
1 5 26 7 e 8 v8 98 6 z°P
3 s P88L 69 18
69 38 L 8 9 8P 8 86 1
6 8 8 1 9L 8 8
7 5 L2sL6 8P 9 8
#9868 1887
4 1 s k6 8 L 889
8L e 988 vP 6
CRE)ITCI \RD WORD SEARCH WORDS
I DS Y R EF SN ARTT I W I L P T L ACCOUNT FEE@%E
ADJUSTED
ADZICLIPLVDROWSSAPEAAGREEMENTINTRODUCTORY
AbK CDRT NN O 1 1 A D T L AV E N N AUTHORIZATION  MEMBER
Whether you want to C U KN N EZS QY B P Y CLEF A KB AT
BANKRU
YITPAADIOYMAJTPCLHLABILLING DASSIORD
getﬁtor 06 0 H ENR TN LRDETS UJ D AN g RUSTIC
C N ULOY I BT T 1 EEJRNTG GV B K BUREA RECEIPT
Il I BHKRTCFSWR®ROTCTCO M P A N Yy CARDHOLDER RETAIL
CASH BACK SECURED
d - - LD P - U N T )60 A E T V0 Dy e o
save money oing ic S Y L LR EWZ 0N 0N DT T E T CCcoysoLipATION  TRANSFER
- ANS FREEZEAT UV I U 1 P NP F T CRT VALIDATION
wilth LEW YUY AZHTTOATLTCO OTI W R P CYLE VARIABLE
- - PCEBIAMUDBIcCRLTNBAUESERYPTION VoI
an OSIE Medra S w L F R U N U CE oA C T DB U R S
- - 1 W R MW A M N LTI ATETRNSAASBTR RTIDEK
classiftied ad! VB8 L E N CR Y P T IO N Nz Uy
K DN zZ VvV LE<c¢ASHGBATCTEKAIMNTLEBA
S 1 AV DODWMNETRTCHANTTEH AR RTKTESFHSB
HDKGBPFCHTNTEUMWNWTETET RTSGATE BN

Our classifireds
WORKOUT !

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

O bserver & ECCENTRIC
hometownlife.com M ED I A

A GANNETT COMPANY

800-573-7355
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Building of new homes isincreasing.

REAL ESTATE

SE Michigan new housing report
shows upswing In burlding

JulieBrown
Staff Writer

With some late reporting by
municipalities in the four-
county area, the final total for
new single-familyhome per-
mits issued in 2015 (4,316)
across Macomb, Oakland, St.
Clairand Wayne counties
nearly matched the total in
2014 (4,321).When multi-fam-
ilyactivity isadded to the
totals, 2015 (5,658) saw itshest
year for permit activity dating
back to 2006 (6,962).

“Itisvery encouraging,”
said Michael Stoskopf,CEO of
theHome Builders Associa-
tion of Southeastern Michigan.
“To have such a strong start to
the calendar year. What a
difference a decade makes.
Now thatwe e on theup-
swing, thats very exciting
four our builders and I'm sure
the citizens of Michigan.”

Based on single-family new
home permitdata compiled by
the Home Builders Associa-
tion of SoutheasternMichigan
and reported intheHBA
SoutheasternMichigan Resi-
dential Building ActivityRe -
port, a total of 603 single-fam-
ilypermitswere issued in
Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair
and Wayne counties inthe
two-month, January-February
2016 time frame. That’s the
highest two-month total to
start a calendar year since

Realtor survey: Suburban

Over three-quarters of
surveyed households would
purchase a single-familyhome
ifthey were tobuy inthe next
sixmonths, and 79 percent of
renters would choose tobuy
outside of an urban area, ac-
cording to the second install-
ment of the National Associa-
tionofRealtors new quarterly
consumer survey. The survey
also found that confidence
aboutnow beinga good time to
buy iswaning amongst rent-
ers, particularly in the West -
where prices have solidly
risen.

InNAR % firstquarter
Housing Opportunities and
Market Experience (HOME)
survey, respondents were
asked about them confidence
inthe U.S. economy and vari-
ous questions about their hous-
ing expectations and prefer-
ences, includinga questionon
ifthey were topurchase a
house in the next six months,
what type ofhome and inwhat
areawould they choose tobuy.

The survey data reveals an
overwhelming consumer pref-
erence for single-family
homes insuburban areas.
Most currenthomeowners (85
percent) and 75 percent of
renters said they would pur-
chase a single-family home,
while only 15 percent of home-
owners and 21 percent of rent-
ers said thatwould buy inan
urban area.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief
economist, says the survey
findings call attention to the
glaring need formore supply
ofsingle-family homes. “The
American Dream for most
consumers isnotacramped,
500-square-foot condo inthe
middle of the city, but instead
a larger home within close
proximity to the jobs and en-

January-February 2006
(1,025).

Activity was 70 percent
higher compared toJanuary-
February 2015% total of 354
permits, reflecting in-part the
much milder weather this
year compared to last. 0ak-
land County leads thisyear’
fast startwith 254 new home
permits and 162 multi-family
permits issued inJanuary-
February.

Said Stoskopf of the encour-
aging news,
“No. 1, its peo-
ple beingem-
ployed.” Roof-
ers, carpenters,
those who lay
carpet and
others go to
work when
home building
picks up.

“Therespeople thatneed to
work todo those jobs,” he said.
Also, thenew homeowners
begin to think about major
retail purchases such as a
couch or a refrigerator.

“Its showing up in retail
outlets,” said Stoskopf, adding,
“Typically, new homes have a
higher value for the unit be-
cause ofnewer materials”
than do existinghomes.

That translates to higher
property taxes which inturn
benefit school systems, he
said.

“The more people you have

Stoskopf

tertainmentan urban area
provides,” he said. “While this
isnotanew discovery, supply
and demand imbalances and
unhealthy levels of price
growth inseveral metro areas
have made buying an afford-
able home an onerous task for
far toomany first-timebuyers
and middle-class families.”

According toYun, itstime
for home builders to double
their focus on constructing
single-family homes. With
millennials increasingly buy-
ing inthe suburbs - -asNAR
reported earlier thismonth -
tight inventory and affordabil-
ity concerns will likelyworsen
without significant headway
made inhousing starts inrela-
tion to job creation.

Renters lose optimism
aboutnow being agood
time to buy

Heading into the spring
buying season, NAR 5survey
found thatcompared tothe
December 2015 survey the
same share ofhomeowners (82
percent) but fewer renters (62
percent versus 68 percent last
quarter) believe thatnow isa
good time tobuy.

“A highnumber ofhome-
owners are expressing that its
agood time tobuy and this
sentiment isno doubt being
fueled by the $4.4 trillion in
housing equity accumulation
inthe past three years,” Yun
said. “On the other hand, ac-
celeratinghome prices and the
perceived difficulty inob-
taining amortgage appears to
be tugging at the confidence of
renters.”

Overall, respondents over
the age of 65, those living in
theMidwest and those with
incomes over $100,000 were

working, themore service
jobs you have. That restaurant
on the corner has people work-
ing,” Stoskopf said. “The other
benefit of people working is
all the service jobs.”

Working people often need
a place to go for lunch, he
noted, boosting the local econ-
omy.

As for lessons tobe learned
from the Great Recession,
Stoskopf notes its hisown
opinion people got tied up in
thinking “everybody was enti-
tledtobuy a home.”

His daughter and son-in-
law, in their 20s, are now
working outwhatadown pay-
mentonahome shouldbe as
well as their other expenses.
Their question is“What can
we afford and figure out the
rightnumber?”

He noted there were some
predatory lending practices.
“Ifwe dontlearn that from
the Great Recession, we re
doomed torepeat it.” There
are people on both sides of the
political aisle now, Stoskopf
said, who say home ownership
should be unrealistically high,
such as 70-80 percent.

Some people eitherdont
want or cantafford a home,
he said. There was a housing
“pbubble nationwide,” in the
Great Recession, he said, al-
though auto saleswere ama-
jor factor locally.

“People stop making cars,

they get laid off. Its really
auto manufacturing that’s the
primary driver still in south-
eastMichigan,” Stoskopf said.

Based on the econometrics
used inthe forecast calcula-
tions, the HBA/ASA New
Housing Permit Forecast
projects a total of 3,087 per-
mits will be issued inthe six-
month, March-to-August time
frame, which represents an
increase of 23 percent over
the actual permits issued dur-
ing the same period in 2015
(2,504).

In the midst of that forecast
is the projection for May. If
the prediction holds, May 2016
would see over 600 new home
permits issued ina single
month. This would be the first
time since July 2006 (718) that
permits exceeded that thresh-
old, according to the HBA.

The HBA smonthlynew
housing permit forecast is
sponsored by ASA, asabuil-
derssupply.com, an area busi-
ness.

Stoskopf also encourages
attendance at the April 1-3
SpringHome & Garden Show
of the HBA, held at Suburban
Collection Showplace on
Grand River Avenue inNovi.
You can gethome ideas and
talk to contractors there, he
noted.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @248Julie

homes hold their appeal

the most optimisticabout
buying now.

Among currenthomeown-
ers, fewer (56 percent) believe
itisa good time tosellcom-
pared to the fourth quarter of
2015 (61 percent). Amidst
steep price increases and tight
supply, respondents in the
West were the most likely to
thinknow isagood time to
sell, while also being the least
likely to think now isa good
time tobuy.

Slightly fewer
households think the
U.S.economy is
improving

Among all households inthe
survey, less than halfbelieve
theeconomy isimproving (48
percent), down from 50 per-
cent in last quarter’s survey.
Renters, those living in urban
areas and respondents with
lower incomes were the most
optimistic.

The HOME surveysmonth-
ly Personal Financial Outlook
Index of all households has
slightly dipped (to58.1) since
December (59.6), but ismostly
unchanged from March 2015
- reflecting stable confidence
that respondents’ financial
situationwill be better in six
months. Currently, renters,
younger and lower income
households and those living in
urban areas are more optimis-
ticabout their future financial
situation.

Location matters
depending on lifestyle
Across all age groups, when
asked about their futurebuy-
ing preferences, survey re-
sponses were closely tied to
each generation’ typical life-
style, with younger buyers

being more likely to consider
buying a single-family home.
Not surprisingly, renters and
younger buyers would for the
most part purchase larger
homes, whereas older buyers
would purchase similaror
smaller sized homes.

Highlighting the apparent
appetite forsome older house-
holds todownsize and live in
the city, respondents over the
age of 65 were the most likely
to consider a condo and nearly
as likely as respondents under
the age of 35 to consider pur-
chasing inan urban area.

Most respondents indicated
their preference tostay ina
similar area to their current
living situation ifthey were to
buy inthe next sixmonths.
Over two-thirds of those living
inrural areas and 75 percent
of those living insuburban
areas would buy ina similar
area. Only those living inan
urban areawould be more
likelytomove elsewhere, with
a suburban area within 20
miles of the citybeing the
most frequent choice of urban
buyers moving toanother type
of area.

About NAR*s HOME

survey

In January through early
March 2016, a sample of U.S.
households was surveyed via
random-digit dial, including
halfvia cell phones and the
other halfvia land lines. The
survey was conducted by an
established survey research
firm, TechnoMetrica Market
Intelligence. Each month ap-
proximately 900 qualified
households responded to the
survey. The datawas compiled
for this report and a total of
2,781 household responses are
represented.

JULIE BROWN, EDITOR
JCBROWN@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-842-8046

FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Management
company
needs to

earn Its keep

Q: Our board isconsider-
inga law firnmwho has in-
dicated that they represent a
magnitude of associations,
but mtishard to getthem to
call us back. Our manage-
ment company recommend-
ed them, and says thata lot
ofmanagement companies
recommend them; what are
your thoughts on this?

A: Some management com-
panies recom-
mend the
same law firm
over and over
again notwith-
standing how
well they per-
form because

they have a Ro_bert
“special” rela- Meisner
tionship with

them. Accord-

ingly, the law firm doesnthave
towork very hard to get cli-
ents or, for that matter, retain
them, because they know that
they have a constant source of
referral from management
companies withwhom they
have a close relationship and,
inmany instances, the law
firmwill never pursue any
claims that the association
might have against theman -
agement company. You are
best advised to consider anoth-
er management company as
well as another law firmwho
will give you service that you
deserve and who need not be
complacent inproviding you
withwhat you are entitled to
when an issue arises within the
management company.

Q: We have a Declaration
forour homeowners associa-
tion but, unfortunately, it
does not have any provision
for amending the Restric-
tions Section. What isitgo-
ing to take toamend our
restrictionsand can the
board use itsrule making
power to impose any new
restrictions?

A: Based upon a recent
Michigan Court of Appeals
decision, the absence of an
amendment provision inthe
original Declaration ofRe-
strictions for a subdivision
lawfully precluded the HO A
from later amending itsDecla-
ration with less than unani-
mous consent to impose addi-
tional restrictions on the home-
owners. The court said that the
amendment provisions and
restrictive covenants and by-
laws will be enforced as writ-
ten and if there isno provision
requiring less than unanimity,
itwill be required. Again, this
issomething that you should
consult with your community
association attorney about
before engaging on this issue.

Robert M. Meisner isa lawyer and
the author of "Condo Living 2: An
Authoritative Guide to Buying, Selling
and Operating a Condominium."He s
also the author of “Condominium
Operation: Getting Started & Staying
on the Right Track," second edition.
Visitbmeisner@meisner-law.com. This
column shouldn"tbe construedas
legal advice.

REAL ESTATE
BRIEFS

Investors

The Real Estate Investors
Association of Wayne will have
an open forum. Investors will
answer questions and offera
market update. Meetings are
from 6-9p.m. the third Thes-
day ofeach month at the Red
Lobster on Eureka in South-
gate.

Members are free, guests
$20, which will be applied to
their membership. The Red
Lobster isnext to 7-Eleven,
near Trenton Road.

Any questions or concerns,
call Bill Beddoes at 734-934-
9091 or Wayde Koehler at 313-
819-0919.

Short sales

Ifyou owe more than what
your house isworth, you may
be interested ina free informa-
tional seminar on short sale
procedures.

Bonnie David, broker/owner
of Quantum Real Estate, is the
presenter. Itwill be 6-7p.m.
each Thursday at 129N. La-
fayette, downtown South Lyon.

Call the office at 248-782-
7130 or email june.quan-
tum@gmail.com.



APRIL

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7p m Sunday, April
3

Location: Trinity Episcopal
Church, 28660 LaMuera, Far-
mington Hills

Detaills: Benefit concert for
Farmington Neighborhood
House featuresWayne State
University"sMotor City Cabaret.
A free will offering and canned
goods will be collected
Contact: 248-474-2860; trin-
ityfarmingtonhills.org

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 16

Location: St. Hugo of the Hills
Catholic Church, Bloomfield Hills,
2215 Opdyke, Bloomfield Hills

Details: FeaturesAeolian Cho-
rale, Carlos Seise, tenor, Quinto
Milito, baritone, Timothy L.
Huth, arsmusica doctorisorgan,
John Sittard, conductor. Present-
ed by the church and Friends of
the Opera of Michigan. Freewill
offeringwill be accepted

Contact: 248-644-5460

DEVOTIONS,
SWIECONKA

Time/Date: Starting at 12:30
p.m. Sunday, April 3
Location: St. Colette Catholic
Church, 17600 Newburgh, just
north of SixMile, Livonia

Details: 12:30 p.m. Mass, 1:20
p.m. exposition of the/Blessed
Sacrament, 1:45-3p.m. silent
adoration and Sacrament of
Reconciliation, 3 p.m. praying
the Divine Mercy Chapletand a
spiritual talk, 3:30 p.m. benedic-
tion; fol lowed by Swieconka
Polish Easter meal at4 p.m.
Menu includes ham, kielbasa,
potato salad, blessed hard-boiled
eggs, beet horseradish, rye
bread, butter lambs, salad,
babka, lazy perogi, beets,
cheesecake and beverages. Cost
is$15 per person. Meals must be
paid inadvance. Send a check or
money order payable to
WSDPAHS, to Laurie A. Gomulka,
32040 Grand River Ave., Unit
#47, Farmington, MI 48336.
Include number of attendees.
Must be received by March 26.
Sponsored by the West Side
Detroit Polish American Histori-
cal Society

Contact: 855-POLONIA; detroit-
polonia.org

MOM-TO-MOM SALE

Time/Date: 8:30a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday, April 23

Location: Connection Church,
3855 S. Sheldon, Canton

Details: Shop 100 tables of
mom- and child-related items.
Strollerswe I come after 10:30
a.m. Admission $2

Contact 734-397-1777

POMEGRANATE GUILD

Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday, April
10

Location: PrentisApartments
community room, attheA.
AlfredTaubman JewishCommu -
nity Campus, 15100 W. 10 Mile,
Oak Park

Details: Judy Galperin will
create a Huck-embroidered
placemat and will teach the
technique. The Pomegranate
Guild of Southeastern Michigan
studies and creates Judiac nee-
dlecraft. RSVP ifinterested
Contact: Judy Galperin at
248-661-5337

RUMMAGE SALE

Time/Date: 10a.m.-6 p.m.
Friday, April 15

Location: The Salvation Army,
located on Main Street south of
Ann Arbor Road, inPlymouth

Details: Proceeds benefit the
"Older, Wiser and Loving Senior
Group." Tables are available to
rent for $20

Contact: Major Colette or Sandy
at 734-453-5464

VESPERS

Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday,
through April 17

Location: Nativity of the Virgin
Mary Greek Orthodox Church,
39851 W. Five Mile, Plymouth,
April 3; St. Michael Russian
Orthodox Church, 26375W.
Chicago Road, Redford, April 10;
and St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church, 2160 Maple,
Troy, April 17

Details: Members ofthe Clergy
Brotherhood of St. John Chrysos-
tom of Metropolitan Detroitwill
conduct the services. An inter-
Orthodox chorus will sing the
responses

Contact: Olga Liskiwskyat
248-252-8184; Olga-
1iss0910@gmail.com

For

ONGOING

CLASSES/STUDY

Our Lady of Lorotto
Time/Date: 6:30-7-30p-m.
Monday

Location: SixMile and Beech
Daly, Redford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000
St_Michael the Archangel
Parish

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Detaills: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, leads a
study of Isaiah. Bring your own
Bible

Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200
oron lineatww. livoniast-
michael .org.
FaithCommunity Wesleyan
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ageswelcome. Bibles available if
you don"t have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazelwood
at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,
Livonia

Details: InstructorWendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athleticshoes. Formore in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364

FAMILY MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6p.m. every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army, 27500
Shiawassee, Farmington Hills
Details: Free meal

Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. firstTuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilicaof Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petitionand interces-
sion, hymns, Scripture readings
and the anointing of the sick.
Offertory candles are available
for a freewill offering in the
vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen atsbadeen@tbosm.com

MOMS

ChristOur Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS) isaimed atmothers of
infants through kindergartners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Redford

Details:MOPS isa place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical helpand spiritual hope.
Contact:Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which B
conducted inan informal setting.
Pet blessings are available after
the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date: 7-8:30p.m. Thursday
Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowshipwith snacks fol lows

Contact: Parish office at 734~

RELIGION CALENDAR

464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

St. Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7a.m. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silently or aloud
together; prayer requests wel -
comed.

Contact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information
Recycling

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4p.m. third Sat-
urday of the month

Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details: Recycleyour cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use the
doors on east side of church.
Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

DetroitWorld Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group isdesigned for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.
Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve"s Fami ly Restaurant
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, \4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details:Widowed men ofall
ages may attend theWidowed
Friends Men"s breakfast. This is
an informal "peer"” group where
men have an opportunity to
meet with others.

Contact: 313-534-0399

SONG CIRCLE
Congregation BethAhm
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m.
every Shabbat

Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services. Lyrics
are provided intransliteration as
well as the original Hebrew.
Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.
SUPPORT

Apostolic Christian Church
Time/Date: 5a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily

Location: 29667 Wentworth,
Livonia

Details: Adult day care program
at the church®sWoodhaven

Retirement Community. Funding
available from TSA, AAA 1-C

Older Americans Act.

Contact: 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

Connection Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton
Details: Celebrate Recovery isa
Christ-centered recovery forall
hurts, habits and hang-ups. Child
care isavailable for free
Contact: Jonathan@Connec-
tionchurch. info or 248-787-5009
DetroitWorld Outreach
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford; Room 202

Details: Addiction No More
offers support for addictive
behavior problems

Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244
» Farmington HillsBaptist
Church

Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second
Tuesday of the month except
January, July and August
Location: 28301 Middlebelt,
between 12 Mileand 13 Mile in
Farmington Hills
Details:Western Oakland
Parkinson Support Group
Contact: 248-433-1011

» Merriman Road Baptist
Church

Time/Date: 1-3p.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: Metro Fibromyalgia
supportgroup meets; donations
Contact: www.metrofibro-
group.com;or call Ruthann with
questions at 734-981-2519

» FiresideChurch of God
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30p.m.
Monday-Friday

Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia

Details: Fireside Adult Day
Ministry activity-based program
for dependent adults, specializ-
ing indementia care. Not a
drop-in center

Contact: 734-855-4056 or 734-

How to reach us:

464-0990; www.firesidechog.org;
or email to adm@fireside-
chog.org

» St. Andrew"s Episcopal
Church

Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. Saturday

1-800-579-7355 efax 313-496-4968 ewww.mldcatlinotices.com

Deadlines:

Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

CARTER

LILLIAN MARIE Age 82
March 26, 2016 Beloved
former wife of the late Charles
Sr. "Sonny”.Loving mother of
Charles Jr. (Audrey), Debra,
Robert (Laurie), Walter, John
(Deborah), Kathleen (John)
Slone, Patricia, Bonnie (Daniel
Jenkins) Carter-Jenkins and
Tina (Eric) Jenkins. Proud
grandmother of 16 and
great-grandmother of 12.
Also survived by dear siblings
Florence fThomas) Eastin,
Madeline (the late Edward)
DiBartolomeo, Roberta (the
late Donald) Ciavone, Richard
Peters, Carolann (Norman)
Techow, Earl (Terri) Peters,
Linda (the late Ronald) Jahlas
and Calvin (Karen) Peters.
Memorial gathering Saturday
12 noon until time of service,
4 pm at the Harry J. Will
Funeral Home, 37000 Six
Mile Rd. in Livonia, www.
harryjwilIfuneralhome.com

DAGG

JACK Age 88. Beloved
husband of Peggy. Dear
father of Jack, Jann, Jill
(Robert) Forbes, Jeanne

(Dale) Marble, Jeff (Cecilia),
Jennefer, John (Laura), James
(Elena), Juliann (Rob) Joy,
Josh (Hannah), and Jereme
(AJ) Ureel. Grandfather of 21.
Great-grandfather of three.
Dear brother of Laura Jean
Dupont and Ronald E. Dagg.
Also leaves faithful companion,
Jogg. VisitationWednesday
3-8 p.m. at Charles Step
Funeral Home, 18425 Beech
Daly Rd. (between 6 and 7
Mile) in Redford. Memorial
Service Thursday 11 a.m.

at St. James Preshyterian
Church, 25350 W. 6 Mile Rd.
Redford (E. of Beech Daly Rd.).
Interment Great Lakes National
Cemetery. Condolences to
Charlesstepfuneralhome.com.

DIAMOND

KEVIN PATRICK March 28,
2016 Age 28 of Dearborn
Heights Beloved son of
Richard Diamond and Colleen
Haggerty. Dear brother
of Caitlin (Steven Pauley)
Diamond. Loving nephew
of David (Joyce) Diamond,
Paula (the late Tom) Mies,
Tim (Cathy) Diamond, Edward
Haggerty, James Haggerty,
the late Patriciaand the late
Michael. Also survived by
many cousins and niece
Sofia. Kevin proudly served
his country inthe U.S. Navy.
Funeral Friday, 10:30 a.m.
from the chapel of the L.J.
Griffin Funeral Home, 7707
Middlebelt (@t Ann Arbor Trail).
His family will receive visitors
Thursday, 2-9 p.m. Share a
"Memorial Tribute" with the
family at
griffinfuneralhome.com.

MORRISON

STUART JEROME Dr. Stuart
J. Morrison passed away in
Ahwatukee, Arizonaon March
26 at the age of 81. Beloved
husband of Martha (nee
Rummell), married 56 years.
He is lovingly remembered

by his five children: daughter
Catherine Morrison Wimer
(Tom) of Fairfax, Va, Marilyn
Morrison McCarthy (Dennis)
of Glenview, IL, son John
Morrison of Phoenix, AZ,

Mary Morrison of Rochester,
MN and Carolyn Morrison of
Scottsdale, AZ. He was adored
by his grandchildren Rachel
and Thomas Wimer, Collin
Globig Morrison, Morgan
Swanson and Ryan and Jack
McCarthy. He was born in
Parkhill, Ontario on October
2, 1934. He graduated from
The University of Guelph and
started his lifes work as a
veterinarian in Detroit. He was
the proud owner of Morrison
Animal Hospital inGarden
City, Michigan for more than
30 years. A private celebration
of his lifewill be held with
family and friends. In lieu of
flowers, and to honor the love
he had for his black labradors,
memorial donations may be
made to Guiding Eyes for the
Blind, a 501(c) (3) nonprofit
that provides guide dogs to
people with vision loss, as well
as service dogs to children
with autisnm.

SANDERSON

NANCY J. Age 75 passed
away peacefully on March

28, 2016 at Rivergate Terrace
nursing home inRiverview.
Nancy was born October 12,
1940. Beloved daughter of

the late Carl & Shirley (nee:
Burkholder) Buchholz. Loving
mother of Pamela (David)
Balfour of Garden City, Mark
Larive of Waterford and Sandra
(Scott) Downer of Palatine,

IL. Cherished grandmother

of Jonathan, Jarred, Kendall
and Evan. She was the oldest
of four children: the late

Joan Mulligan, the late Carol
Buchholz and issurvived

by her brother, Carl (Nancy)
Buchholz. She was a loving
aunt, special friend and doting
owner tomany furry friends.
Nancy grew up inDearborn
and graduated from Edsel

Ford High School in 1959. She
married, raised her fanily, and
lived throughout the Michigan
area. She lived in Florida for
16 years and later returned to
Garden City. She held a long
career in insurance, real estate,
interior decorating and certified
nursing care. She loved al
family/social gatherings. Her
passions included cooking,
gardening, music, shopping,
card playing, sketching and
being near the water. Her
energy and enthusiasm will be
greatly missed by allwhose life
she touched. In lieu of services
and flowers, memorials can be
made inNancy J. Sanderson’%
name to the American Cancer
Society at cancer.org/donate.

Your Invitation to Worship

information

regarding this
directory please

Call

Janice Brandon
at 248-926-2204

or email

jkbrando@michigan.com

EVANGEL ICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

40000 Si*Mile Rood
Northville. M1 48168
248 574 7400

Sunday Worship Services
8a.m. | 9:30a.m. | 11am.
4 differentmusic styes fromclessictomodem

www.wardchurch.org

L. <XM<T34

ASSEMBLIES
OF GOD

c4 Cfuircfvfar
Seasoned Saints

OPEN ARMS CHURCH

Location: 16360 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: A twice-monthly drop-
inFood Cupboard (nonperish-
able items) isavailable

Contact: 734-421-8451

View Online
www.hometownllfe.com

Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers < Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers

SCHREIER

BARBARA HIRSCH 81, of
Ann Arbor, died March 27,
2016. She was a graduate of
Cleveland Heights

High School

and Ohio State

University. Barbara

taught English

as a Second Language for
decades, the last 15 years

at Jewish Family Services

of Washtenaw County,
positively influencing the lives
of hundreds of immigrants

to the U.S. She was also
active inmany organizations
including AAUW and the
Jewish Cultural Society. She
was the cherished mother of
Eric (Jaki) Schreier, Jordan
(Shelly) Schreier, and Barry
(Tom Birkenholz) Schreier.
Loving grandmother of Alayna,
Rebecca, Haley, Abraham,
Mallory, and Brooklyn Schreier.
Friend of her former husband,
the late Leonard Schreier, M_D.
Ms. Schreierwas preceded in
death by her parents, Robert
and Sara Hirsch. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be
made to the Barbara Schreier
Citizen Education Endowment
Fund atJewish Family
Services of Washtenaw County
Ofsannarbor.org), or a charity
of your choice. SERVICE 2:00
PM.WEDNESDAY AT TEMPLE
BETH EMETH OF ANN
ARBOR. ARRANGEMENTS BY
THE IRAKAUFMAN CHAPEL.
248-569-0020.

www. irakaufman.com

SEOG

MARK A. 66 years old,
formerly of Livonia, MI, passed
away at his residence in
Clearwater, Floridaon March
17, 2016. He ispreceded in
death by his father, Joseph V.
Seog; mother, Dorothy Belle
Burk Seog; and brother, Bruce
H. Seog all of Livonia, MI.
Mark issurvived by his son,
Mark A. Seog of Leonard,

MI; grandson, Zachary Seog;
brother, William Seog (Wanda)
of South Lyon, MI; brother
Greg Seog of Tilton, New
Hampshire; Bister, Donna
Clayton (Don) of New Bern,
North Carolina; and sister,
Lori Seog of Franklin, NH.
Arrangements were handled
by The Neptune Cremation
Society, Clearwater, FL. Mark
will be placed with his parents
and brother at a future date.
The family requests any
memorial donations be made
to a charitable organization of
your choice.
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The photograph of a sunset, taken during a friend"s vacation, inspired this triptych, "Hawaiian Air," by Robert Aikins. Itfeatures a Hawaiian Airlines 1935 Sikorsky S-43 flying boat.

Artist combines history, detail in aviation paintings

Sharon Dargay
StaffWriter

Before Robert Aikins puts
brush to canvas, the Farming-
ton Hills artist opens his histo-
ry books.

“Its research. I'm sitting in
my studio and looking at books,
acouple of hundred aviation
books,” said Aikins, whose
detailed aircraft paintings
resemble photographs.

“Aviationart isa specialty-
type thing. People who like
aviation art, they want details.
Are you telling the right story?
Are you showing it (the air-
plane) in the right part of the
world?”

When he was chiefdesigner
for Ford Motor Company, Ai-
kinsmade sure images showed
vehicles as sellableand in the
best possible light. Now 16
years into retirement, Aikins
strives for realism inhis avia-
tion paintings.

“When you’re doing aviation
art, you e trying to represent
something thatappeared in
history,” he said, adding that a
dirty or weathered-looking
airplanemay be acceptable ina
scene. “People are more in-
terested in authenticity.”

Aikins isflying high these
days as an artistwith some 200
oil paintings focused on air-
planes, both in the sky and on
the runway.

His work will be on exhibit
during Farmington Hills Festi-
val of the Arts, 10 a.m. to9 p.m.
April 14-15and 10a.m. to4 p.m.
April 16 at the Costick Center,
2860011 Mile, Farmington
Hills. Aikins isa former artist-
in-residence for the communi -

He alsohas an upcoming
exhibit of 24 paintings at Dean
Sellers Buick GMC, inFar-
mington Hills.

“That isa firstforme to
exhibit ina dealership,” said
Aikins, who worked inautomo-
tive design for 35 years.

Three of his paintings will
be shown June 1-July 25 during
an aviation art exhibit at the

Trinity

Sharon Dargay
StaffWriter

Gloriann Curley and Lau-
raGumina will teach a six-
week improvisationwork-
shop for students,ages 9-18,
beginning April 11 at Trinity
House Theatre inLivonia.

Curley of Garden City, is
an English teacher at a pri-
vate school in Canton. She
taught drama for three years
at a Detroit middle school
and has been involved in the

ANIMALS

DETROIT Z0O

Time/Date: 10a.m. to 4 p.m. through
March 31; 9 a.m.-5 p.m. beginning April
1

Location: 1-696 service drive and
Woodward, Royal Oak

Details: Admission is$14 for adults
15-61, $10 for senior citizens62 and
older, and for children ages 2-14; chil-
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars
and vans is$5. Detroit Zoological Soci-
ety members get free admission and
parking

Contact: 248-541-5717

ARTS AND CRAFTS

CITY GALLERY

Time/Date: 830 a.m. to430 p.m.
Monday-Friday, through April 8

SUBMITTED
"Showtime," a 29-by-35-inch il
painting on canvass by Robert
Aikins isa previous American
Society of Aviation Arts
competition winner. Itshows a
WACO biplane viewing aerobatics
at the 2007 Columbus, Ohio air
show.

SUBMITTED

Robert Aikins, an artist from Farmington Hills, will be the guest speaker
Monday, April 4, at Three Cities Art Club in Canton.

SUBMITTED

"Flightline," showing planes on display at the 2005 Thunder Over Michigan airshow at Willow Run Airport, will be
on display June 1-July 25, at the James C. Weston Gallery at the Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo.

James C. Weston Gallery at the
Arts Council of Greater Kala-
mazoo.

Hiswork also ison display
at the National Naval Aviation
Museum, the San Diego Air &
Space Museum, the Gallery at
Baltimore Washington Interna-
tional Airport, the Kalamazoo
Air Zoo and the National Mu -
seum of the Mighty Eight Air

House Theatre class teaches Improvi

DetroitCre-
ativity Pro-
jectsprogram
that teaches
improv to stu-
dents inDe -
troit.

Laura Gumi -
na of Farming-
ton Hills has
acted, directed and taught
theater for more than 30
years throughout southeast-
ern Michigan. She also has
taught improv classes at

Location: Costick Center, 28600W. 11
Mile, Farmington Hills

Details: "Night and Day" exhibit
features new work, including landscape
and portraits of other local artists, by
Taurus Burns

Contact: 248-473-1859

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY
HALL

Time/Date: Through April 22

Location: 31555 11 Mile, Farmington
Hills

Details: Works by local artists Pamela
Alexander and Susan Warner
Contact: 248-473-1859

NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE

Time/Date: Exhibit hours are noon to 5
p.m. Tuesday-Friday and noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday,April 1-30

Location: 215W. Cady, Northville

Force.

He Mlbe the guest speaker at
Three Cities Art Club, 7-9p.m.,
Monday, April 4, inthe lower
level of Canton Township Hall,
1150 S. Canton Center Road,
south of Cherry Hill Road, in
Canton. The event is free.

“This isthe sixthart club
I've been invited to,” he said. “I
letthem know there isanother

Trinity House
m Theatre.
Curley said
all ages will
fj work together
-.y Mi asan ensemble
The workshop,
which will run
4-6p.m. Mon -
day and Thurs-
day, will include games and
scene work designed to help
students think on their feet.
Curley said she watched
her students in Detroit be-

Gumina

GET OUT!I CALENDAR

Details: The exhibit features the per-
sonal work of the late Richard Rochon,
who was known inthe field of architec-
ture for his renderings of buildings.
Includes a reception, 6-9 p.m. Friday,
April 1

Contact: 248-344-0497 or
www.NorthvilleArtHouse.org

U-M MUSEUM OF ART

Time/Date: 11 a.m. to5 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. through May
29

Location: 525 S. State Street, Ann
Arbor

Details: First U.S. exhibition of Chinese
artistXu Weixin focuses on portraits of
Chinese coal miners and of Chinese
historical figures during the Cultural
Revolution

Contact 734-764-0395;
umma.umich.edu

form of art out there. And
some of the thingswe talk
about with oil paint technique
might help them intheir own
paintings.”

Self-taught inoils

Aikins, who ismarried and
has two adult sons, worked
with watercolor, gouache and
other media while studying

come less self-conscious and
more confident in their inter-
actions with others after

they began learning improvi-
sation skills.

“One of the shyest kids I
had got the confidence on
stage to go on and attend a
special improv camp,” Cur-
ley said, adding that the stu-
dent was one of only 20 im-
provisers selected for the
program.

“And improv isa creative
outlet. One fun thing about it

FILM

PENN THEATRE

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday, March 31,
7 p.m. and 9:20 p.m. Friday, April 1, and
4:25p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
April 2-3

Location: 760 Penniman, Plymouth
Details: "Joy," $3

Contact: 734-453-0870;
www.penntheatre.com

REDFORD THEATRE

Time/Date: 8 p.m. April 1and 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. April 2

Location: 17360 Lahser, just north of
Grand RiverAvenue inDetroit

Details: "Seven Brides for Seven Broth-
ers," $5

Contact: 313-898-1481;
redfordtheatre.com

industrial design at the Art
Center College of Design inLos
Angeles, Calif. He didn*tuse it
at school nor on the job.

“Everything inthe automo-
tive industry isbased on a
timeline. Painting for fun isthe
opposite. Idontcarewhen its
done,” he said.

“Oil painting takes a long
time todry and the way lwork
inoils isalmost like watercolor.
I put inthinwashes and let it
dry and then add another color
or two. I've had no official
training inoils. I read a book.”

He tried oil paints because
they represented “a challenge”
and they offered brilliant col-
ors. Aikins, looking fora cre-
ative outlet in retirement,
bought a book on oil painting
and a book on drawing aircraft
“like a pro.”

“I still loved airplanes and |
wanted to see ifl could paint
them.”

As ayoungster, growing up
inWashington D.C., Aikins had
spent many hours building
model airplanes and entering
contests. He eventually
swapped out airplanes for cars
and won several design schol-
arships. He credits his father, a
World War lairman for in-
spiring his interest inaviation.

Today, inspirationcomes
from attending air shows, from
photographs that friends send
him, photos he takes, from
watching a beautiful sunrise or
sunset, or talkingwithmen
who flewduringWorld War Il
Sometimes he gives the veter-
ans his completed paintings.

“There s nothing greater
than seeing the joy ofa guy in
his 80s or 90s get something
like that.”

For more about the Three
CitiesArt Club call Marilyn
Meredith at 313-231-3939 or
email tomarilynmeredit@wow-
way.com.VisitAikins’website
at aikinsaviationart.com.

sdargay@hometownlife. com
Download our freeapps for iPhone,
iPad orAndroid!

sation

is that its purely imagina-
tion, and students dontal-
ways get that any more.
They’ll learn the constructs
of the games...and right
away we llhave them jump-
ing in to create their own
scenes.”

Students will perform for
family and friends at the end
of the six weeks.

Cost is$120. For more
information call Gumina at
313-614-2406 or email to glor-
tanncurley@gmail.com.

FUNDRAISERS

GIVING HOPE

Time/Date: 630-9 p.m. April 13
Location: Fox HillsGolf & Banquet
Center. 8768 N. Territorial Road, Ply-
mouth

Details: The "Giving Our All for Family,
Fun and Fitness" event, presented by
Giving Hope Women " s Giving Circle,
includes food, a cash bar, shopping, a
fashion show from local shops and
boutiques, a raffleand a silent auction.
Admission i1s$35 and pre-registration is
required. Proceeds from the eventwill
help bring ShapeDown, a familyweight
management program to the greater
Canton and Plymouth area

Contact: cantonfoundation.org

Fora complete listingof Get Out! visit
www . hometownlife.com
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Transform
traditional dishes
with seafood

| ow more than ever, food

| \' | choices matter. People

I M want healthy, environmen-
tally-friendly foods without sacri-
ficing flavor. Substituting the
traditional protein inyour favor-
ite dishes with seafood isone
deliciousway to satisfy these
demands.

Seafood offers numerous
health benefits. Its high inpro-
tein, omega-3 fatty acids and es-
sential vitamins and minerals, but
low insaturated fatand calories.

When ftcomes to the environ-
ment, seafood offers an advan-
tage as well - its the most envi-
ronmentally friendly of all the
animal proteins. Ina comparison
of environmental costs, wild-
capture fisherieshave a min-
iscule cost compared to foods
such as beef, chicken, pork and
dairy.

Changing up traditional meals
to incorporate seafood iseasier
than you may think. Just pick a
non-seafood protein dish that you
regularly enjoy, and replace the
protein with seafood. For exam-
ple, replace veal inveal Parmesan
with cod or the chicken in chicken
Marsala with flavorful Alaska
salmon.

Find more easy, meatless reci-
pes and inspiration at wildalaska-
seafood.com.

COD PARMESAN WITH

ZUCCHINI NOODLES
Senes: 4
Prep time: 75minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes.
2medium zucchini (6-6ounces each),
thinly sliod
1tablespoon unsalted butter
1teaspoon oliveail
saltand pepper, to taste
YAcup freshlygrated Parmesan
cheese
1 Yztablespoons mayonnaise
1teaspoon lemon juice
Yateaspoon dried besil
Y+-teaspoon dried oregano
% teaspoon onion powder
4 Alaska cod fillets (4-6 ounces each)
2 tablespoons shredded Parmesan
cheese, divided
In nonstick skillet, saute zucchini
slices in butter and oil just until soft.
Add saltand pepper, to taste. Keep
warm.
Heat oven to broil setting. Mix
grated Parmesan cheese, mayonnaise,
lemon juice, besil, oregano and onion
powder together. Add saltand pepper,
to taste. Divide and spread topping
onto the top of each fillet.
Place fillets on foil-lined broiler pan.
Broil 5-7 inches from broiler element
for 3 minutes, or until top isbrowned
and bubbly. Reduce heat to 300 Fand
cook 3-5more minutes. Cook until fish
isopaque throughout.
To serve, place ¥ of zucchini on each
plate. Top with cod filletand garnish
with ~tablespoon shredded cheese.

SUBMITTED
Salmon Marsala

SALMON MARSALA

Senes: 4

Prep time: 10minutes

Cook time: 20 minutes

4 Alaska salmon fillets (4-6 ounces
each)

saltand pepper, to taste

2 cups flour

Yicup oliveoil

1cup Marsalawine

2 cups mushrooms, sliced

2 cups chiicken stock

2 teaspoons fresh thyme

2 tablespoons cold butter

4 freshthyme sprigs, for gamish

Season salmon filletswi th salt and
pepper, to taste. On plate, season flour
with saltand pepper, to taste. Dredge
both sides of each salmon fillet in sea-
soned flour, shaking off excess.

Heat large saute pan and add olive

oil then place each piece of salmon in
pan. Cook for 2-4 minutes, turn fillets
over and cook until almost done. Re-
move filletsfrom pan; set aside.

Off heat, add wine to pan, scraping
bits off the bottom. Return pan to heat
and add mushrooms. Season with salt
and pepper, to taste, and cook for 1
minute. Add stock and thyme, and let
liquid reduce by half.

Return salmon filletsto pan. Cook,
while basting fish, until fillets are heat-
ed through. Remove filletsto 4 serving
plates.

Return pan to heat, add cold butter
and swirl until incorporated and sauce
slightly thickens. Remove from heat
and divide sauce evenly over salmon
fillets. Garnish each platewith 1thyme
sprig, ifdesired.
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Registered dietician and nutritionist Aarti Batavia begins to prepare
avegan and gluten-free sprouted mung bean salad inher Novi

Providence Park campus office March 18.

SHARON DARGAY, EDITOR
SDARGAY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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SUSAN BROMLEY

Pharmacist Paul Krause, a vegan, said he believes most people could
eliminate their need for medications by changing their diet.

NOT JUST LETTUCE

Vegan pharmacist, dietitian share nutrition tips

Susan Bromley
StaffWriter

Pharmacist Paul Krause doles out
medications daily to treat patients with
high cholesterol, high blood pressure
and other ailments, all while advocating
a better, cheaper, drug-free way to stay
healthy.

Most customers dontwant to consid-
er his alternative, however.

“People come inand I tell them, All
you have todo is live avegan lifestyle’
and they say, No way, just give me the
Lipitor,””Krause said. “A lot of the
disease states that occur are results
from theway we live. Ifyou switch toa
vegetarian/vegan diet and exercise, 80
percent of cardiovascular diseases
would go away, 95 percent of type 2
diabetes could be eliminated and a lot
of specialists say 80 percent of cancers
could be eliminated.”

He isn*tconcerned about what such
a change might mean for his business.
He said he would happily close his
store, The Medicine Cabinet in South-
field, ifeveryone switched toa vegan
lifestyle, which avoids the consumption
of animal products, including dairy.

Krause ispresident of VegMichigan,
a nonprofit organization whose mission
is “promoting awareness of the health,
ethical and environmental benefits of a
plant-based, vegan lifestyle.”

The group will do that locally
through a display April 1at the Novi
Public Library, as well as through Veg-
Fest Vegan Tastefest and Expo, 10:30
a.m.-5p.m. April 24, at Suburban Col-
lection Showplace, 46100 Grand River,
inNovi. The event features celebrity
presenters, including former Detroit
Pistons player and vegan John Salley,
as well as samples from local restau-
rants and bakeries, exhibits with eco-
friendly products, clothing, cookbooks,
food demonstrations, childrens activ-
itiesand more.

More than 5,000 persons, including
vegans, vegetarians and even meat-
eaters are expected to attend VegFest.

“We have cooking demos there and
people can get an idea of how to transi-
tion some of their cooking habits,”
Krause said. “Its funny how we ’llgo
intosurgery and do all these dramatic
things toour body because of our life-
style, but consider itdrastic to change
our eating habits. Itsnot a difficult
transition anymore.”

The Troy resident, 69, made the
change himselfmore than two decades
ago after he was diagnosed with a car-
diovascular blockage. Doctors wanted
toperforman angioplasty. Krause de-
clined, and after research, decided to
pursue preventive measures tomain-
tain his health.

Raised on pizza, chips, meat and
dairy — or the standard American diet
(SAD, as he likes tocall it)— Krause
set towork changing food habits and
reversing the cumulative effects of
lifetime consumption ofanimal prod-
ucts.

Itworked.

Food as medicine

As aregistered dietitianand founder
of Nutrition and Wellness Consulting,
LLC, inNovi, Aarti Batavia uses food as
medicine todevelop individualized
plans for patients struggling with al-
lergies, diabetes, weight management
and cardiovascular, gastric, hormonal
and neurological disorders.

“l believe in food as medicine,” Bata-
viasaid. “We are what we eat, drink,
think and touch. Eatingwhole foods and
consuming more plant-based foods
provides vitalityand exuberance that
we need toenjoy life. Food isnot just
calories. Food is information for your
genes. Itsends messages toyour DNA,
regulates hormones, your immune
system, bacteria in the gut, neurotrans-
mitters and even influences mood and
behavior.”

Batavia believes the three biggest
steps individuals can take to improve
their nutrition are to eat mindfully,
consuming whole foods, more vegeta-
bles and less processed foods while
enjoying food flavors; knowing that
food affects inflammation; and being
aware that food speaks to genes.

The biggest mistakes people make
about food is thinking of itonly in
terms of calories; assuming that foods
promoted as “low-fat” or as “diet” are
healthy; eating quickly on the go with-
out savoring food; and assuming that
food isnot related tomood.

Decrease meat, fishand eggs
Batavia, a vegetarian, suggests turn-
ing tobeans and whole grains as pro-
tein sources. Animal products have
vitamins and minerals, but lack antioxi-
dants that are crucial inpreventing
free radicals from damaging cells
through a process called oxidation.
Antioxi- dants are present in fruits
and vegetables.

“Ifyou are con-
suming animal-based
proteins, be sure that
itis antibiotic and
hormone-free,” she

said. “The antibi-

oticsused inani-
mal farming do
have an impact on
our gut bacteriaand
the hormones can
play as endocrine
disrupters inour
bodies.”

Krause admits
that switching
from meat and

dairy products toa
plant-based diet can
be challenging. But
he notes the hu-
man species “is
very adaptable.”
Buying fruits
and vegetables

JOHN HEIDER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Aarti Batavia®s sprouted mung bean salad.

SPROUTED MOONG
BEAN SALAD

Recipe developed by Aarti BataviaMS, RDN, QT,

CFSP, IFMCP

Prep time: 15minutes

Total time: 25 minutes

Servings: 2

1 cup sprouted moong beans

1 small diced carrot

1 small diced cucumber

%cup diced apple

% cup halved grapes

% cup bllueberries

1 tablespoon pumpkin seeds

Y+teaspoon black pepper powder

V*teaspoon cumin powder

Yateaspoon sakt

2 tablespoons lime juice

1 tablespoon finely chopped cilantro
(optional)

Ina bowl add sprouted moong beans,

diced carrots, cucumbers, apples and blueber-

ries.

Add pumpkin seeds, black pepper powder,

cumin powder, saltand add freshly squeezed

lime juice.

Mix all the ingredients and garnish with

cilantro.

Serve ina bowl and savor the flavor!

Variations:

» Add tomatoes and avocado.

» Instead of fruits, add onions, tomatoes,

olives

» Add a variety of beans either sprouted or

cooked or from a can (rinse canned beans)

» Add Yateaspoon chili powder ifyou enjoy

spicy foods

also can be less costly than buying
meat.

Helping picky eaters

How can parents convince their
children toenjoy eating vegetables?
Batavia suggests a shopping trip to the
produce section of the market where
youngsters can select a few fruits and
vegetables. She said not to force them
to eat, but to create positive experi-
ences around food and to be a good-role
model .

“You can’task your kids to eat fruits
and veggies while youe sittingwith a
bag of chips watching the television,”
she said.

To learn more, go tovegmichiga-
n.org and aartibatavia.com.
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