LOCAL CHILDREN SHARE THEIR SANTA LETTERS WITH READERS
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Interfaith group battles anti-Muslim rhetoric

Matt Jachman
StaffWriter

Aiming to push back on
rhetoric coming from some
U.S. presidential candidates,
people from a variety of faiths
and backgrounds gathered at a
Canton Township restaurant
one evening lastweek to show
community solidarity.

The Dec. 16 event brought
together about 70 people -
Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh

and even atheist- to the Pan-
eraBread on Ford Road fora
meal or coffee, plus some
informal chat.

“We are friends. We want to
keep our community strong,”
said Anne Marie Graham-
Hudak of Plymouth-Canton
Interfaith Community Out-
reach, which organized the
get-together.

“We are trying to engage
communities and let them
know we have the same val-

ues,” said Chandru Acharya,
president of Canton-based
South Asian American Voices
for Impact, which helps im-
migrants from south Asia
learn English, become cultur-
allyacclimated tothe U.S. and
follow the steps toward citi-
zenship.

“We support the country as
much as anybody else,”
Acharya added.

Acharya, who isalsoa
member of the interfaith

group, said the goal was to
answer presidential candi-
dates, likeRepublican Donald
Trump, who have been making
anti-immigrant and anti-Mus-
lim remarks, particularly fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks in
Paris and San Bernardino,
Calif.

Trump, for example, said he
would not rule out having a
U.S. database for Muslims,
that he wants a database and
“watch lists” for refugees

Hol1day spirit shown Insong

TOM BEAUDOIN

Lauren Davoudl of Plymouth (left) and Jeanice McCaleb of Maybee are inthe holiday spiritduring Christmas caroling Sunday at Kellogg Park.

People from across the area
celebrated the Christmas sea-
son insong Sunday.

The thirdannual Communi -
ty Carol Singat Plymouth
Kellogg Park brought together
people from anumber of local
churches that have an ecu-
menical committee known as
Heartbeat of Plymouth.

Singers this year were
joined for the first time by the
SalvationArmy 5 Citadel Band,
out of Dearborn Heights,
which provided instrumenta-

Darrell Clem
StartWriter

Santa always has a backup
plan.

Facing a lack of snow here,
he hitched a ride on a Canton
firerig Sunday and made an
early delivery of holiday gifts
tosome local families who
needed help.

Firefighters helped em -
ployees from the University
of Michigan Canton Health
Center deliver giftstosome of
the center s patients.

“Itwas a great opportunity
tohelp some families and
kids,” Fire Chief Joshua Meier
said, “and we took Santa along

tion for the sing-along, as well
as playing a few pieceson its
own.

Kellogg Park isdecorated
with Christmas lights and reli-
gious symbols and singers
gathered near the parks Nativ-
ity scene.

The singerswere led by
Jerry Smith, music director at
First Presbyterian Church of
Plymouth and a longtime
teacher and choir director at
(now closed) Bentley High
School inLivonia.

withus.”

Kate Dakota, assistant
health center manager, initiat-
ed the partnership with the
Canton Firefighters Charity
Foundation and said itmade a
real difference for some local
families.

"Everybody was so excit-
ed," she said. "lItwas really
overwhelming, all of the joy
thatcame out of it"

Meier said Brian Fitzger-
ald, Shawn Skelly, Greg Hunt-
er, Stephanie Doyle and Capt.
Steve Borgelt joined the effort
to help the Canton-based U-M
health center, near Canton

See GIFTS. Page A2
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TOM BEAUDOIN
Jerry Smith,
music
director at
First
Presbyterian
Church of
Plymouth,
leads the
crowd during
Sunday®s
sing-along at
Kellogg Park.

CANTON FIREDEPARTMENT

Santa arrived by fire truck as firefighters and employees of the U-M
Canton Health Center partnered to help local familiesand children.
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from war-torn Syria, and
called Dec. 7 for a “total and
compete shutdown" on travel
by Muslims to the U.S. TVump
has also said that, ifelected,
he would deport millions of
illegal immigrants.
Meanwhile, there have been
reports of suspected hate
crimes aimed atMuslims; a
man inCaliforniawas arrested
Sunday and accused of a plot

See INTERFAITH, Page A2

A spark’
In the
community

Canton’s Nicole Jackson
honored for her dedication
to literacy and diversity

Joanne Maliszewski
StaffWriter

The late Nicole Jackson has
been called a spark, a Canton
woman who had a lasting im-
pact on students, families and
friends in the local community.

“We are truly grateful for
her work,” Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education Vice Presi-
dentKim Crouch said. "She
has done somuch to improve
the lives of our students.”

Jackson died unexpectedly
inJune while doingwhat she
loved most - reading with chil-
dren.

"That speaks volumes,” said
Ibu EI, who served with Jack-
son on the Plymouth-Canton
Citizens for Diversity and
Inclusion. "We have losta
unique person in the communi -

Jackson was posthumously
honored with the district’
Volunteer inPublic Schools
Award recently by the school
board. The award was present-
ed toher young son James and
her parents, Julieand Ed.

“Nicole Jackson has a pas-
sion for books, engineering and
for helping young people suc-
ceed. We are fortunate that she
lived inour community and
was a tremendous supporter of
our students,” Crouch said.

She was notonlyamember
of the Plymouth-Canton Citi-
zens for Diversity and Inclu-
sion, but was founder of the
Women of Essence Book Club
and owned the Northville book
store As the Page TYims.

Literacy, education and
embracing diversitywere
Jackson passions and focus.
People, especially children,
were tops for Jackson. To
maintain her legacy, the di-
versity and inclusion organiza-
tionwill establisha free li-
brary exchange at the Ply-
mouth-Canton Educational
Park.

“That would be very fit-
ting,” El said.

He spoke of Jacksonscre-
ativity and knack for “thinking
outside the box," as well as her
being serious and dedicated.
"She defined our goals and
objectives," El said.

Jackson remained dedicated
to her belief that even® child
should read. "She was justa
tremendous influence,” Crouch

See JACKSON. Page A2
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Center and Saltz.

Meier commended
volunteers on both
sides.

"They actually went
out and purchased
Christmas giftsand
went around thecom-
munity and delivered
them to families and
kids," Meier said. "All
of the families live right
here inCanton."

Dakota said the
health center and its

0 bse

"elves" have provided
gifts in the past, but
decided to reach out
this year to get fire-
fighters involved.

"We wanted to give
back toour local com-
munity and do some-
thing special for them,"
she said, adding that the
children "were very
excited tosee Santa."

And itdidn"tseem to
matter that he arrived
by fire truck rather
than by sleigh.
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During the month of December bring in a donation of arts and crafts supplies
or kits for LaCasa and receive a keepsake ornament made at The Village Workshop.

455 E. Cady St. Northville. MI. 48167 |

IN HERE AND TAKE A CLASS!

Register with a non-member buddy and save 50% on the price of the class.
Not including material fees.

Welding

School break beckons kids, parents to library

The Plymouth District
Library, 223 S. Main, will
again offer itsWinter
Carnival for kids ages
4-12 and their families.
Register at the Youth
Sendees Desk.

The carnival will be
from 11a.m. tonoon
Tuesday, Dec. 29, at the
library. Itwill feature
games, face painting,
balloon twisting and
popcorn. Call 734-453-
0750, ext. 5, tosign up on
the phone.

The Plymouth library
will close Dec. 24-25 and
31 and Jan. 1for the holi-
days.

JACKSON

Continued from Page Al

said.

Julie Woodhams, Ply-
mouth-Canton schools
executive director of
Equity & Specialized
Support Services, lauded
Jackson, noting that she
often held coffee groups
for parents as an oppor-
tunity to talkwith them
about the importance of
literacy and diversity.
“She was a true champi-
on of kids. Her support
guided kids tobe the best
they could be.

"She lived her life
with purpose,” Wood-
hams added.

Former P-CCS board
member Adrienne Davis
called Jackson a "trail-
blazer inthiscommuni -
ty.” She also recalled
Jacksonk dedication to
STEM progranms for
childrenand would bring
people into her North-
ville store to talk about
these and other impor-
tant issues.

"Nicole was blessed to
have come from such a

Get In here arltl make something!

Powder Coating
Vinyl Cutter

Laser Engraver

Kids Classes Too

info@thevillageworkshop.com |

JULIEBROWN
This friendly fellow greets visitors to the
Plymouth District Library children's
department.

JULIEBROWN
Children made the decorations for this festive
Christmas tree in the children®s area of the
Plymouth District Library.

NjCKBRANDON
Nicole Jackson"s son James shared an award for hismom with family and friends. Pictured are
James Jackson (center front) with (at right) Nicole®s father Ed, and Ibu El, amember of the
Plymouth Canton Citizens for Diversityand Inclusion. Also pictured are Nicole*smother Julie
(behind her son James), with Plymouth-Canton school board member Kim Crouch (front left)
and former school board member Adrienne Davis (back row).

and General Motors.
Davis said Jackson’
bookstore was indicative
of her passion and dedi-
cation: "As your page
turns, what do the chap-
ters say about your life

wonderful family,” Davis
said. "They are still feel-
ing the grief."

Jackson held bache-
lors and masters de-
grees inengineering and
had careers at Delphi

and what will you do
going forward to create
literacy and to build up
every man and woman?"

Jmaliszewsghometomnlife.com
248-396-6620
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tobomb Muslims.

"We denounce

terrorism”

"This call by Mr.
Trump iskind of scary,"
Acharya said, adding
that Muslims asa group
should not be targeted
“for the actions of a few
crazy individuals."

"We totally denounce
terrorism of all kinds,"
he added.

Acharya, who isa
Hindu, said that during a
Dec. 12 meeting of the
interfaith group at his
home in Canton, his
house was egged, his
vehicle covered with
plasticwrap and his
back yard toilet-papered.
He filed a police report
and suspects he may
have been targeted be-
cause of his religion or
ethnicity.

“Its kind of a sad
coincidence, ifitwas a
coincidence,” he said.

Acharya said that
angry rhetoric - and
sometimes actions -
that appear to be anti-
Muslim are sometimes
directed toward Hindus
and Sikhs as well or, in
his words, toward people
with brown skin and
turbans who look differ-
ent.

"Even iflwas aMus-
lim, 1should not be tar-
geted,"” he added.

Graham-Hudak, a
member of Geneva Pres-
byterian Church, said the
Dec. 16 gathering turned

JUpTANNE heads and attracted po-
lite interest from other
IKT 5 A patrons at Panera. "l

think people were a little
shocked" to see such a
diverse crowd getting
together, she said.

"Overall, I think it
was positive," said
Acharya, who added he
believes the majority of
Americans want tosee
people of all faiths ac-
cepted in the country.
"It just a handful who
might think otherwise.”

The interfaith group,
Graham-Hudak said,
plans to hold similar
informal meetings on a
monthly basis, v/itha
hope of reaching more
people in the area.

"A lot of people ...are
concerned about v/hat’s
going on," she said.
248 .667 .7157
mjachman@hometownl ife.com
734-678-8432

www.thevillageworkshop.com A .
Twitter: @mattjachman



Dear Santa: More Bentley Elementary student letters

Every year first-grad-
ersatBentleyElemen-
tary write to Santa, who
has asked the Observer to
print them. Here isthe
second group of letters.

Dear Santa, how are
you? How isRudolph?
Can you plese bringmy
mom cookies? Can |
please have a truck? Can
I have a hamster and
Legos. Have a great trip.

Love,

Kyle Cox

Dear Santa, lwet to
the mall to see you. My
bruthr told you that the
he wost vtutrtr. lwot
MacGrDall. My dog wat
bit.

Your friend,

Ali N. Parks

Dear Santa, How are
you? How isMrs. Claus?
Can you bringmy broth-
era toy? Can lhave a
i-poband a hrip? Can |
have a Minecraft fig-
ures? Can ILego figures?
Can ILeo super heroes?
Hot Wheels. Have a safe
trip.

Your friend,

Camden Schlaud

P.S. Ihope rudolph
doesntget lost! Can |
have a hamster. Can |
have a playstationl game.

Dear Santa, I hope you
are well!!. Kould you
bring Nicholasa new
watr bold? Could you
give me asluck dog mie-
den? Have a safe trip.

Your friend,
Alyssa Compton
P.S. Pies wack me
p.p.s. Could I haveaham-
ster. ppps- 1will leve you
some Christmas coiks.

Dear Santa, How are
you? Can lhavacrown
formy teacher? but can |
hav a pari neclis formy
mom to. Last but not lest
can | hav a kittyor puppy
surprise plush? Have a
safe trip.

Your friend,

Daniela Yuk

P.S. I for got can I hav
noo hedfonse formy
brother.Can I have a
kitycat timre. Can lall so
hav a pone formy sister.

Can lalsohav adol for
my friend.

Dear Santa, How is
Rudolph doing? Can you
pleesgetmy mom aneck
lace? Can you plees get
my dog aball? Can you
pleesgetme aPlay Sta-
tion Mortal Kombat X?
Have a safe flite! 1 well
leave cookies.

Your friend,

Dylan Gilson

P.S.Getmy Dad God
ofWar for the play sta-
tion.

Dear Santa, Ihope you
arewell! How are you?
Can you bring a nice
stripe nicklise formy
mom? Canyou giveme a
horse doll? Have a safe
trip.

Your friend,

Sophie Chandra

P.S. I'llsave some
carrots for rudolph.

Dear Santa, I want you
toget my baby a baby
toy. lwant alego
friends. Can you bring
me atoy watch? I’ll leave
cookies.

Your friend,

JuliaBazzi

P.P.P.P.S. Please give
Rudolph ahug forme. I
hope you can wake me
up. You are a good friend.
I like you big guy.

Dear Santa, How are
you? Thaks for breing us
toys ever yer. Can you

J SI.MARY MERCY

%"r LIVONIA

Saint Joiipm M ircy Hiaith Systim

Be 130 lbs.

Mark

breingmy nana adimid
reng? Can you breg my
papa noow sliprs? Can
you brengmy mom noow
shoos? Can you breng me
axbox one? Happy a
happy yer.

Your friend,

Andrew Daly

P.S. I'llplay with you.

P.P.S.How are you?
You rock!

P.P.P.S. I'll lev Roodov.

P.P.P.P.S.Wak me up
wen you get her. I love
you.

P.P.P.P.P.Shave a saf
rid.

Dare Satia, How are
you doing? A want a tas-
drbirm. lwaet yoda. I
waet a T-rexts. Iwaht
leagos. A want a toy sake-
s.lwaht T-Rex. lwaht
maey tols formi dad. I
wedt like formy mom.

Your friend,

Drew Schwartz

P.P.S. Ineed some sire
lonmy mom and tols for
my dad.

Dear Sannta, isMrs.
Claus. Can you give my
sister a brit neklise.

Lwill leave you coo-
kiss.

Your friend,

Exavier King

Dear Santa, How are
you? Can you bring an
American Girl doll for
my sister,Kenzie? Can
you bringme the puppy

As Mark Layton spent more time at hisdesk

and his activity level decreased, hisweight

accumulated Mark was diagnosed with type two
diabetes and had high cholesterol and blood

pressure. That"swhen hisdoctor recommended

surgical weight loss surgery at . Mary Mercy

Livonia®s Michigan Bariatric Institute. Now, he"s
committed to a healthier lifestyle - he"sa runner

and has competed Iinmarathons. Hisdiabetes
sresolved and Mark k 130 pounds healthier.

Be a 130 Is. healthier.

Be Remarkable.

stmarymercy.or"'
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Lucy? I'll leave beer and
a fredo frog.
Your friend,
EllaBudden
P.S. Can I have adog?
P.P.S. Your the best.
P.P.P.S.Wake me up.
P.P.P.P.S. I’ll leave
correts for the raindeer.

Dear Santa, How are
you. IsRudolph ok? Can
youbringmy brewer
lan wats the Migusord. |
wud wot Hot Wheels
ultimate garage.

Your friend,

Colin Blesener

P.S. Twill lev cuce.

Dear Santa, How are
you doing? Can you bring
my mom anecklis? And
ifyou halftime canyou
bringme anew iPad? 1
promis lwontbrake it
And ifyou can bringme
anew My little powny.
How isms clalls? I hope
you have a saf ride!

Your friend,

Tae" Shonna Watkins

P.S.Canyoubringmy
mom anew bracelik
piece.

Dear Santa, Can you
bringme anip?How is
Ms.Clas. How are you?
You are awesome! I love
You! Woooow! Can you
getme abigball? Can
you getme aball formy
dog?

Love,

JosieGavin

PS. You rok.

Dear Santa, How are
you? lhope you are good
Canyoubringmy mom a
braclet? Can you bring
me amario game? lwill
lev cookies.

Your friend,

Avery Jones

P.S. Twill lev milk too.

Dear Santa, hwo was
lastyer? Can you give me
sopor powrs pleys. Lwill
givemy friend a tret! |
hope you have fun nexs
yere!

Your friend,

Ainlsey McLaren

P.S. canyou bring my
bruthr his fafrit toy. and
lwant a pug.

Dear Santa,

Hows mrs. claus?
Hows Rudolph? Can you
bringmy mom aneckles
please? Can you please
bringme a tresher-box
please? I’ll leave cookies.
My dog wont bityou.

Your friend,

Liliaa Farhat

P.S.Me and my broth-
erwillwake up when you
get here.

Dear Santa, How are
you? Can you bringmy
dog abon? Can you give
me sooprepoowrs? m
leave cookies.

Your friend,

Chase Meier

P.S. I love you!

P.P.S. lwant a dog.

Dear Santa, How are
you? How isRudolph? I
hope you are good. Can
you bringmy mom a
nekles? And my dad
some tools? And my sis-
tera doll? Can you bring
me some crafts? Have a
safe trip. lwill leve you
some cookies and milk.

Your friend,

Violet Rone-Porchia

P.S. Wake me when
you get here.

Dear Santa, How are
you? lhope your doing
good. Can you givmy
brothe a aadvent uro
time . Givemy big
brother a Minecraft toy.
Givemy mom jewerly.
Give my dad a starwars
toy. How a safe trip. My

dog wont bite you.
Your friend,
Andrew Pierfelice
P.S. Can you bringme
a Godzilla toy.

Dear Santa.

How isRudolph? lwot
you tobagmom aragand
you bog dad a basoon.
Hannah was a doll. lwot
abal

Your friend.

Max Sulliven

P.S. Iwillpag xen
coles.

P.P.S.How ear the
olfs?

Dear Santa, How are
you big guy? Can you
bingmy borthaaXBox?
And my baby sistera
smart toys? Can you get
my mom anekles? And
canyou gatmy dad some
mig pJs. Can you brin
gme apuppy surprise?

Your friend.

Ava Oliver

Dear Santa, How 1is
Rodolph? Can you bring
my Mom anecklace? Can
you giveme a panting
board. Have a safe trip!

Your friend,

Jack Johnson

P.S. ITwill give Rudof a
carrit.

Dear Santa, Hi! How
areyou? How you lik
Christmas? lwant to
ahve for Christmas a
remote control car. |
want becaulits coat. 14
really itifyou could
bring presents for my
whole family. My mom
would like new shoes. My
dad would like new liet
bulbs. My brother would
likea new jacket. I hope
you are getting ready for
Christmas Eve. lcant
wait until you visitme on
Christmas. Iwill leave
you milk and cookies for
you.

Love,

Ali Alazam

Dear Santa, Hi! How
are you? What areyou
doing today? Are you
feeding your deer? |
cantwait tooopen my
prezints. I love Christ-

See LETTERS, Page AS
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Canton department
fills another police
officer position

Nabil Syed has become the
newest officer hired by the
Canton Police Department.

Syed took his oath of office
last week. Itwas administered
by township Clerk Terry Ben-
nett.

Syed, likeall new officers,
was required to successfully
complete a 16-week instructor-

Police car nearly T-bones
drunken woman"®s
vehicle

A Canton police officer on
patrol narrowly avoided hit-
ting a 52-year-oldwoman s
vehicle after she pulled out in
front of him on LilleyRoad,
south of Cherry Hill, shortly
after 9 p.m. Dec. 14, a police
report said.

Ibms out thewoman, ac-
companied by her 15-year-old
son, had consumed alcohol and
was arrested for what isher
second offense.

The police officer was pa-
trollingnear St. Thomas
aBecket Catholic Church
when thewoman pulled onto
Lilley without turning on the
headlights of her Ford Escape,
the report said. The officer had
to hit the brakes of the patrol
car to keep from striking the
driver% side of the vehicle, the
report said.

The woman told police she
had picked up her son from a
youth group meeting and be-
lieved she had turned on her
lights. She at firstdenied hav-
ing any alcohol and then later
said she had three 12-ounce

led field training progranm,
prior toworking on his own.
It5 designed toorientate and
develop recruit officers, maxi-
mize their potential and pro-
vide them with the tools nec-
essary to successfully make
the transition into their new
position as a Canton police
officer.

CANTON CRIME WATCH

beers an hour earlier.

Police said thewoman failed
field sobriety tests and was
arrested. Her teen son was
turned over toa youth coor-
dinator at the church.

A police report indicated
paper work was being filed to
take thewoman 5 car through a
forfeiture progranm.

Airsoftgun injury

Police arrested a 26-year-old
Canton man following al lega-
tions he injured his 10-year-old
stepbrother by shooting him in
the foot with an airsoft gun.

Police went toahome in the
43900 block of Cranford, near
Sheldon and Cherry Hill, after
thevictim’ father— who lives
elsewhere— became worried
and called authorities. The
father said his son had sent
him apicture ofawelton his
foot from the incident.

The suspect told police he
had warned the younger step-
brother to stay out of the base-
ment where he was visiting
with a girlfriend. He said the
boy kept coming back down-
stairs, so he fired the airsoft
gun athim about 7:30 p.m. Dec.
14.

Police arrested the suspect
for felonious domestic vio-
lence, according to the report.

Wood theft?

Police were investigating a
man who was seen driving
from behind a shopping center
atFord and Lilley roads with a
load of wood pallets.

Police were probing wheth-
er the 19-year-old Westland
man had permission to take the
pallets from a business, Buy
Buy Baby, as he claimed. He
also said he had gottensome of
the pallets from a Mexican
restaurant where he works in
Ann Arbor.

Driving a 1999 Ford Ranger,
the man was pulled over after
he was seen pullingaway with
the wood pallets about 2:15a.m.
Saturday. He toldpolicea
woman from Buy Buy Baby
toldhim a few weeks ago that
he could occasionally take the
pallets.

The man told police he sells
the pallets for $3 each toa
Detroit company.

Illegal solicitation

Police issued a citation to a
20-year-oldman who was solic-

itingwork inaCanton neigh-
borhood without firstgetting a
required permit.

Policewent toa neighbor-
hood near Denton and Proctor
on Cantonswest side following
reports of a suspicious man
roaming the area about 3:50
p.m. Dec. 15. He was wearing a
gray sweatshirt and blue jeans
and walking around looking at
houses.

The man told police he
works forawindow company
and was trying to find resi-
dents who might want a free
estimate for work. He told
police he didntknow he need-
ed a permit.

"Mental breakdown*

Canton police took a 57-
year-old man toa hospital for
treatment after going toa
house where he was found to
be having what authorities
described as mental issues.

Police went to the 4100
block of East Hunters Circle,
near Canton Center and Michi-
gan Avenue, after theman s
66-year-old brother called for
help, saying the younger man
was making irrational state-
ments and hitting his head
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against the wall, a police re-
port said. The incident hap-
pened about 4:40p.m. Sat-
urday.

Police found the younger
brother inan upstairs loftarea
and noted in the report that he
appeared tobe havinga "men-
tal breakdown. ”His brother
petitioned tohave him taken to
a psychiatric unit for evalua-
tion, but police first took him
to a hospital because his blood
pressure was high.

Stolen lighters

A 19-year-oldwoman could
be facing jail time and fines
after police say she stole ciga-
rette lighters worth $14.10
from the Walmart store on
Michigan Avenue, near Belle-
ville Road.

Police went to the store
about 6:20 p.m. Dec. 15afteran
employee called to report the
theft. The woman was accused
of placing several cigarettes in
a shopping bag being carried
by a male companion, a report
said.

The woman was ticketed for
larceny and released.

— By Darrell Clem
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mas! Twould really like
Paw Patraoller for
Christmas! lwot this
because I likePaw Pa-
trol. 1°d really like it if
you could bring presents
formy whole family. My
mom and dad would like
amassae chair. My
brother wood like a ps4
game. lhope you are
exrsising roodooff. |
cantwaituntil you visit
me on Christmas Eve! |
will leave some milk and
cookies forme.

From your friend,

MiaAmore

Dear Santa, Hi?! How
areyou? Santa how is
Roodf? How are you
doing I can’twait toopin
my prezits. lwot a video
game and a beagle. |
want this because 174
really like it ifyou cold
bring presents formy
whole flamley. My mom
would likenew shoes and
asrf.My dad would like
a beagle and a mattress.
My sisterwould likea
Barbie. My bruthrwould
like a cars and truck.
Santa Iwill leve milk and
cuces for you. Good by
Santa. Have amare chri-
mis.

Love,

Alec Boehm

Dear Santa, Hi! How
are you? Do you like
woching us? I have curly
her. Santa Iwont a pup-
py! Iwant thisbecause
they are cewt. 1d reallly
like it ifyou could bring
presents for my whole
family. My mom would
really like jlyrwy. My
dad wants bashall cards.
My baby brotherwants a
remote car. Are you get-
ting your reinders ready
on Christmas Eve. lwill
leave some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Erelia Carlson

Dear Santa, Hi! How
are you? How are your
reindeer doing? Are you
getting ready for Christ-
mas? lcan’twate toopen
presents. lwould Ikike a
rumot controld car and a
rumot controld rowbot. 1
want this because itis
cool! 14 really like it if
you could bring presents
formy whole family. My
mom would really like a
candel that smells likea
flower. My dad wants a
Mishugun State mug. My
sister wants Shopkins.
My cats want cat candey!
I hope your retey for
Christmas! Icantwait
until you visitme on
Christmas Eve! lwill
leave some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Nicholas Compton

Dear Santa,

Hil How are you?
Howa are your reindeer?
And how isMrs. Calus? I
ams so excited for you to
eat my cooke! 1would
likea Zoomer Kitty for
Christmas. And lwant
this gift because I want-
ed it fora long time. |
really like itifyou could
bring presents formy
whole family. My monm
would really like sume
candles and pajamas. My
dad wants a new guitar.
My grandma wants some
clothes. My papawants
some Hersheys. Ihop
your parking your sleigh.
lcan"twait until your
visitme on Christmas
Eve! 1will leave some

milk and cookies for you.
Your friend,
Layla Daley

Dear Santa,

Hi' How are you? Is
your elfshelping you?
Are you ready for Christ-
mas? lcan"twat intill you
bring presents! I relywot
like 2 packs of Shopkins.
And my own phon. Iwant
thisbecausemy sistr
wants itand me of course
me. 14 really like it if
you could bring presents
formy whole family. My
mom would really likea
pretty new shirtand
pants. My dad wants a
brand new cap. My sister
wants a lIpad. Are you
gettingmore cookes to
night toeat? I can"t wait
until you visitme on
Christmas Eve. Iwill
leave some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Chlloe Foster

Dear Santa, Hi! How
areyou? How isrodolf
doing? lwant some toys
formy baby and lwant a
stuffanimal tede baer
cub. lTwant thisso I can
sleep better. 114 really
like itifyou could bring
presents for my whole
family. My mom would
really like a head bana.
My stepdad would likea
compouter. My brothers
would really like itifyou
couldbringa lego set. |
can’twait until you visit
me onChristmas Eve! 1
will leave you some cook-
iesand milk.

Love,

Kaden Hill

Dear Santa,

Hi' How are you? Ami
on the good list? I hop
you can come tomy
house. Iwold want for
Christmas a Barbie book
and royals costum. |
want this because itis
based on a movey. 14
really like it ifyou could
bring presents formy
whole family. My mom
would really likeanew
pink sparkly top and
skirt. My dad wants beer.
My baby brother wants a
Peppa Piamovie. And my
sister want a huge pen-
guin. My big brother
would likea video. I hope
Rudolph isredy for
Christmas. I cantwait
until you visitme on
Christmas Eve! Twill
leave some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Issbelle Hines

Dear Santa, Hi! How
areyou? Wanta wat are
you doing? Are the elfs
helping you Santa? Icant
wait until igiton the toy
list. Iwont a Hot Wheels
toy car for me for Christ-
mas. lwant this becase |
like Hot Wheels. 11 real-
ly like itifyou could
bring presents formy
whole family. My mom
would likea new weather
graph. My dad would like
a new book. My cousin
will like a cool toy. Are
your reindeer ready for
Christmas? I can’twait
until you visitme on
Christmas Eve. Iwill
leave some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Rudra Jayaraman

Dear Santa,

Hil How are you doin?
Are you geting pretty
redy now and you doing
at Christmas getting new
gifts. I'm excited toopen
my gifts. I want blue bike
and a kite the color blue
and I can’twant to see
you. 114 really like itif

you could bring presents
formy whole family. My
mom really like tohave a
new sparkley shoes and
sparkely shirt. My uncle
wants a bike. My sister
wants a scooter. I hpe
you are geting your rein-
deer ready for Christ-
mas. lcantwait until
you visitme on Christ-
mas and Twill give you
some cookies.
Love,
Janski Patel
Dear Santa, Hi! How
are you? Am lon the
good list?Are you excit-
ed togo fora trip? My
favorite coir isyellow. |
want lotsof yellow
things. I reallywant for
Christmas isa Ipad mini.
I want this because itis
cool. 1d really like it if
you could bring presents
formy whole family. My
mom would really like a
phone case. My dad
wants a radio in the
shower and mirror. My
sister Oliviawants a Ipad
mini. 1 hop you are rede
for Christmas. Get your
presents inthe sled. |
can’twait until you visit
me on Christmas Eve. I
will leave some milk and
cookies for you.
Love,
Jenna Lee

Dear Santa, How are
you? Do you flya littel
higher than a airplane? |
think you do. Iwant a
spoted Elaf in the spots
are littleand prple. Mom
getsanew phone for
video. lhope Ididntmix
you up! I'm good.

From,

Aiden Marchand

Dear Santa, Hi! How
areyou? Am lon the
good list? Are your elves
working hard? Are your
rinedear ready? lam
ready toopen my pre-
sents. lam ready to give
you cookies! lwould
want some Pokeman pjs
for Christmas because
they are really cool! 14
like itifyou could bring
presents formy whole
family. My mom would
really like some choco-
late and acharm and
Biggby coffee giftcard.
My dad wantsanew
chain saw! My brother
would likea Minecraft
dimond pikax! My baby
sister would like a kiss
fromme! lhope you did
eatenough cokeis! I cant
wait until you visitme on
Christmas Eve! lwil
Heave some milk and
cookies for you?

From your friend,

William Paris

Dear Santa, Hi! How
areyou? Am lon the
good listSanta? Do you
like Xmas? I listindtomy
Dadandmy Mom. Iwant
a3D Magic Maker Santa
because I can macke cool
stuff. 114 really like ifyou
could bring presents for
my whole family. My
mom would really like
sticky notes. My Dad
wants a massage. My
baby brother wants a fire
truck. My dog wants a
dog toy. My catswant a
cat toy. I hope your redy
for Xmas. lcantwait
until you visitme on
Xmas Eve. Lwill leave
some milk and cookies
for you.

Love,

Brook Parott

Dear Santa, Hil How
areyou? Am lon the
good list? I can’twait to
opinmy presents. lwant
Star Wars for Christmas.
Iwould like ifyou could
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bring presents formy
mom and dad. My mom
wants a purse. My dad
wantsaTV. I hope you
have agood trip. Icant
wait until you visitme on
Christmas Eve. lwill
leave some milk and
cookies for you.
Love,
Kayne Payment

Dear Santa, Hi! How
are you! Are you feeding
your raindeer? lam ex-
citedtoopenmy pre-
sents. lwant aaw®esome
foothaH. Iwant thisbe-
cause then Ican play
footbaH. 1d reaHy like it
ifyou could bring pre-
sentstomy whole farndy.
My mom would reaHy
like a brush. My dad
would reaHy want a shirt.
My brother would want a
setof Pokeman cards.

My sisterwants aAmer-
ican Girl doU. I'hope your
drinking lotsof mHk to
get ready for Christmas.
I can’twait until you visit
me on Christmas Eve. |
will leave some mUk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Liam Penney

Dear Santa, Hi!' How
areyou! are you get
ready toeat cookeis? |
like Cookeie. Santa |
would want a real pet. |
wantamouse because a
mouse isso cool. I reaHy
like itifyou could bring
presents formy famUy.
My mom would reaHy
like a necklace. My dad
wants a glass bowl. BeUe
wants a coat coat. | hope
you do not miss Dash. |
can‘twait until on Christ-
mas Eve. I wiH leave
some cookies for you.

Love,

Alex Polk

Dear Santa, Hi! How
areyou? Are your radei-
yer helping you? Are
your elfshelping you? |
am excited toseemy
presents. lwould like to
haveawarmmidum pink
and yellow coat. lwould
itas reaHy cold forme in
the winter. 1'd ready Hke
itifyou cold bring pre-
sents for my whole fam-
Hy.My mom would really
like a neckles. My dad
wants pants. My sisster
would likea doU. My
grandpawould likea

shirt,.My grandma
would like a glass plate.
My unclewould likea
watch and shirt. I hope
you have good cookies. |
cantwait until you visit
me on Christmas Eve. 1
will leave some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Shreya Prasad

Dear Santa. Hi how
areyou? Am lon the
naughty Hstand how is
Mrs. Cloz? lam very
excitedtounwrap my
presents. lwould like a
Husky and a rv. for
Christmas. 14 reaHy like
itifyou could bring pre-
sents formy whole fam-
Hy.My mom would reaHy
like sum clothes. My dad
wants nothing. My cat
wants anew toy.Are you
exercising the reindeer?
Ican’twait untH you visit
me on Christmas Eve! |
wHI leave some mHk and
cookies for you.

Love,
Kaidynce Rea

Dear Santa, Are your
elfshelpingyou? Am lon
the good Hst? A m 1lalso
on the toy Hst? Iwant a
Michigan State jersey
because Idon“thave one.
1I'd really Hke itifyou
could bring presents for
my whole farndy. My
mom would really like a
applewatch. My dad wiH
want a stocking. My
brother wiH want a good
truck. See you later. |
cantwaituntU you visit
me on Christmas Eve. 1
wiH leave some mHk and
cookies for you.

Your friend,

Suhaib Shahid

Dear Santa,

Are you doing great
today? It isa great day
for the reindeer to sleep.
I hop Santa put myself on
the good Hst. lwut to get
a dog toy for Christmas. |
want thisbecause I like
it. Can you bring pre-
sents formy farndy? My
mom would reallyHke a
new car and anew door.
My dad wants amassage
and anew computer. My
brother wants a Skylan-
der and aPokeman card.
lwdl leave some mdk
and cookies for you.

Love,

Julia Steinhebel

Dear Santa, are you
busy? Fm sohappy to
openmy presents. l want
two car who fight for
Christmas. lwant to fight
(but not in school). Ifyou
could bring presents for
my whole farndy. My
mom would ready likea
pretty* dress. My dad
ready would Hke a new
game. My big sister
wants I to stop being with
my sister.Are you ready
forChristmas? lIcant
wait untd you visitme on
Christmas Evel lwill
leave some mdk and
cooki for you.

Love,

Ben Ssie

Dear Santa, how is
rudoff the rednose rain-
deer? Are you happy
today? I can notwait to
open my presents and
play with them! Twould
Hke a lego set for Christ-
mas. lwant this because
I Hke building stuff. Fd
reaHy like it ifyou could
bring presents for my
whole family.My mom
would reaHy likeacom-
puter. My dad would Hke
a tablete. My sister
would Hke a phone. My
grandma would like
glasses. My grandpa
would Hke a cap. My fish
would Hke fish food. 1
hope you are geting
ready for Christmas
because itiscoming up
fast. I cantwaituntd you
visitme on Christmas
Evel Twdl leave some
mdk and cookies for you.

Love,

Ethan Tieu

Dear Santa, Are you
getting your sleigh
ready? I can’twait to
open my Christmas pre-
sents. lwould reaHy to it
ifyou could bringme a
Super Charger. lwant
thisbecause they are
super cool. Fd ready like
ifyou could bring pre-
sents for my whole fam-
dy.My mom would likea
new phone. Dad would
reaHy Hke a pair of
gloves. I hope you like
the cookies I baked. Twdl
leave some mdk and
cookies for you.

Love,
Larry Wright
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Festive holiday arrangements adorned with decorative cardinals, berries, pine branches
and crystals line the halls of the Detroit Institute of Arts.

Brrmingham resident

leads floral team
decorating at DIA

From now until Jan.
3, visitors at the Detroit
Institute of Arts can
view elegant holiday
arrangements crafted
by the DIA auxiliary
support group Friends
of Art and Flowers, led
by Birmingham resi-
dent Robert Brzuchow-
ski. The theme of this
year s six-week installa-
tion is“This isthe Sea-
son” and features
bright, decorative cardi-
nals, artificial red ber-
ries, white branches,
draping pine branches
and crystals.

Around 15FAF mem -
bers created and orga-
nized the arrangements,
which can be seen inthe
Woodward lobby, the

Great Hall, Kresge
Court, Prentis Court and
CafeDIA. They are paid
for by donations toa
fund designated for
beautification purposes.

"The holiday display
isFAF % finale that con-
cludes the calendar
year and enhances our
visitors experience
during the season,” FAF
chair Elise Hayes said.
“Many hands come
together to execute the
arrangements and spir-
itsare high!”

FAF creates fresh
floral arrangements
throughout the year for
DI A visitors toenjoy.
The auxiliary also
makes centerpieces for
special events at the

museum and hosts an-
nual lectures in the
spring and fall. Go to
bit. ly/FriendsofArtand-
Flowers formore in-
formation.

Museum hoursare 9
a.m. to4 p.m. Tuesday
through Thursday, 9
a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday
and 10a.m. to5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.
General admission (ex-
cludes ticketed exhibi-
tions) is free for Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb
county residents and
DIA members. For all
others, $12.50 for adults,
$8 for seniors ages 62
and up, $6 for ages 6-17.
For membership in-
formation, call 313-833-
7971.

Need help
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website?
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Sweaters of the season

Showing off "ugly sweaters" Saturday, Dec. 19, at downtown Plymouth*"s TranquiliTea shop are
(fronm left) staffer Evelyn Ruiz, owner Colleen Cannon and her husband Pat Cannon. Pat Cannon
of Livonia saidwith a smile, "Now mine"s ugly.” Colleen added of the second-year promotion,
"It'sall in fun." All year, the tea store supports three charities by customers not using shopping
bags: First Step, Stiggy"s Dogs and St. Leo"s soup kitchen in Detroit.

Masco Foundation grant a
boon to service personnel

A newFreedom Cen-
ter Military Lounge,
located adjacent to Gate
D-17 in the Detroit Met-
ropolitan AirportsNorth
Terminal, opened Dec. 17
for the benefit of trav-
elingmembers of the
military, their families
and veterans. The lounge
was made possibleby a
$100,000 grant from the
Masco Foundation, com-
bined with the continued
financial support of cor-
porations, including
Meritor, Delta Air Lines
and many other area
companies.

“Since we envisioned
establishinga perma-
nent, world-class mil-
itary lounge in this great
airport, we have been
blessed with outstanding
support of area corpora-
tions, a wonderful teanm
of volunteers and sup-
port of many, many citi-
zens of the area,” said
Kenneth S. Pratt, presi-
dent of the Michigan
Armed Forces Hospital-
ity Center, Inc., the non-
profit organization
which operates the Free-
dom Center Military
Lounges. “In just four
years, our lounge in the
McNamara Terminal,
plus our lounges at the
military processing sta-
tions in TVoy and Lan-
sing, have assisted over
200,000 members of our
military and their fam-

ilies. We are proud today
to open our fourth facil-
ity in the heart of DTW %
North Terminal in time
for the busy holiday
travel season. Thank you
all for making this pos-
sible.”

Pratt went on toac-
knowledge the contribu-
tions of the Masco Foun-
dation for its$100,000
grant that made the
lounge possible, plus the
support of others.

“The Masco Founda-
tion, along with Meritor,
Delta Air Lines and oth-
ers, have made our sec-
ond Freedom Center
airport lounge possible,”
Pratt said. “They are
great partners and con-
tinue to enlist the sup-
port of other community
members. Everyone was
‘all in”for building out
this lounge. The airport
authority gave us the
space, but we needed to
complete the space with-
in budget. With the gen-
erous support from the
project managers TPC
(The Petersen Compa-
nies), their partners
JGA, their contractors
and many, many others,
we today have another
world-class lounge for
our military. Our thanks
toeveryone who made
this happen.”

“At Masco, we value
the service and sacrifice
of our veterans, U.S.

military troops and their
families,” said Richard
Manoogian, chairman
emeritus of Masco Corp.
“We are extremely hon-
ored topartner with the
Michigan Armed Forces
Hospitality Center and
support the second Free-
dom Center at Detroit
Metro Airport. The cre-
ation ofa Freedom Cen-
ter at the North Terminal
will ensure that the spe-
cial needs of all military
travelers connecting
through Detroit will be
met. We are proud to be
a part of this project and
have this opportunity to
serve those who have
served us.”

The firstFreedom
Center lounge, located at
Gate A-43InDTW %
McNamara Terminal,
was dedicated on Veter-
ans Day in 2011. Since
that time, more than
200,000 individuals have
been hosted by volun-
teers at the Freedonm
Center lounges operated
by the Michigan Armed
Forces Hospital Center,
Inc. The nonprofit corpo-
ration also has satellite
lounges inTroy and Lan-
sing to benefit enlistees
and their families during
the enlistment and
swearing-in process.
Additional information is
available at
MIFreedomCenter.org.

Two Muses Theatre forced to find new home

The show must go on.
And forTwo Muses Thea-
tre, theresno exception.

For the past five years,
Two Muses Theatre, a
professional, nonprofit
theater, has produced
award-winning plays and
musicals inside the
Barnes & Noble book-
store on Orchard Lake
Road.

Unfortunately, Two
Muses’Artistic/Exec-
utive Director Diane Hill
recently received notice
from California-based
StarpointProperty Man -
agement that the compa-
ny isclosingdown the
building next month.

Barnes & Noble in
West Bloomfield will shut
itsdoors Dec. 31; conse-
quently, Two Muses Thea-
tre packed up everything
and moved out ofBarnes
& Noble following the
close of itsNovember
musical productionof
The Light in the Piazza
thatplayed to delighted
sold-out houses.

Two Muses officials
are givinga standing
ovation toMonster Box
Theatre Managing/Artis-
ticDirector Paul Stark,
who offered hisperfor-
mance space at 2529
Elizabeth Lake Road in
Waterfordas the new
home forTwo Muses
Theatre.

Two Muses Theatre
will resume itscurrent
season April 1with the
PulitzerPrize-winning

Beginning Jan. 1, Two Muses Theatre will be located at 2529
Elizabeth Lake Road inWaterford, insidethe Monster Box

Theatre.

serio-comedy, How |
Learned toDrive and will
end itsseason as planned
with the musical /Love
You, You®re Perfect, Now
Change.

“The intimate perfor-
mance space atMonster
Box Theatre isperfect
forour audience and will
ensure a familiarenvi-
ronment,” Hill said. “The
location of Monster Box
Theatre inWaterford is
not too far from our origi-
nal space and we look
forv/ard togaininganew
following inthe area.”

Inaddition, Two Muses
patrons, who have be-
come accustomed toen-
joying refreshments at
the soon-to-be-closed
Barnes & Noble Star-
bucks, will appreciate

similar hospitality at the
Monster Box Caf6.

Hill and Starkare
collaborating todevelop a
cohesiveperformance
schedule that will allow
both theater companies to
independently and, in
rotation, produce their
own shows, but do itun-
der one roof, at Stark’s
Monster Box site.

Tickets for the remain-
ing two shows of Two
Muses’season, How 1
Learned toDrive inApril
and /Love You, You're
Perfect, Now Change in
June, can be purchased at
v/v/w.twomusestheatre-
.orgor by calling 248-850-
9919 starting in March.

For more information,
go to twomusestheatre-
-0rg.
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OPINION
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the livesof our readers, nurture the
hometowns v/e serve and contribute

to the business success of our customers.

Keeping the peace at family gatherings

Feeling stressed? The holidays will do that toeven
the best of us. Unfortunately, we sometimes lash out
to those close to us.

This newspaper put several questions related to
cordiality at family gatherings to Julie M. Ribaudo,
clinical associate professor of social work at theUni -
versity of Michigan.

Do family gatherings such as the holidays put ad-
ditional stresseson people?

Ribaudo: Many of us have memories of the awe of
the holiday season. Some of us face itwith dread, be-
cause itrecalls memories of family arguments and
tension and, sometimes, violence. In either case, our
memories tend to shape what we anticipate as we
gather with family.

What are some ways people can cope with these

stresses and remain on cordial
terms?

Ribaudo: At a basic physical level,
getting enough sleep helps any of us
manage stresshetter, so itisimportant
to not short-change sleep. Developing
and maintaining realisticexpectations
is also helpful. In a sense, accepting
that Grandpa George is going to be
anxious and grumpy or that your
mother isgoing tobe controlling and bossy, helps us
head into the family gatherings with more ofa sense
of peace. Spending a few moments thinking about
how you want to respond, how you can manage your
own responses.

In"'keeping the peace™ infamilies, isitsometimes

Ribaudo

acceptable totake a ""time out™ such asgoing fora
walk around the block?

Ribaudo: “Hitting the pause button” when we are
becoming too stressed isvital None of us thinks or
actsour bestwhen we are becoming emotionally up-
set. Going forawalk, takinga deep breathor heading
intoaquietroom foramoment of respitecanbe bene-
ficial; so can connecting with the less-stressed family
members.

An old song noted, “You always hurt the one you
love,” but itdoesnthave tobe thatway. Family gath-
erings create memories, hopefully good ones, so re-
member to practice kindness to your loved ones -
and all you encounter on your daily rounds - this
holiday season and into the new year. too.

Don’t forget: The main message of Christmas season Is love

swe approach the

holiday season,

whether one is
Christian or not, it5s hard
not to notice the seeming
precarious situation(s)
we find ourselves in
these days. Political ban-
ter isas loud and toxic as
ever. We cantcommuni-
cate and discuss any-
thing anymore. Instead,
itseems we mustdemo-
nize and belittle the “oth-
er” side rather than dis-
cuss and speak in truth
and love.

We appear to be divid-
ed as never before. Add
to this the scourge of
terrorism in itsmyriad
iterations, not only
abroad, butnow very
much present here at
home, aswell as somany
other local and global

z Andy
Whirtten

GUEST
COLUMNIST

concerns and itsunder-
standable that perhaps
the hope and joy of this
time of year abides un-
der shadow tosome ex-
tent.

Theresasensewe re
waiting for some answer
.-some reason to feel
more confident and se-
cure. Some trust inmon -
ey and/or possessions.
Some cling to their favor-
ite sports team for a lift
(lifetime Lions fan here,
so “long suffering”
comes much, much more
easily than does hope or

joy there). Still others
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give way to pessimism,
but most people I speak
with, even if its superfi-
cial, still display some
sense of optimism in the
midst of the noise of the
world%s offerings. Per-
haps the answer is there
and perhaps the question
itaddresses isnteven
the one we “re asking.

When Christwas born,
the incarnation fulfilling
the utterances of so
many prophets, over so
many centuries, and
Jesus grew up into his
divine ministerial pur-
pose, He came as the
answer that the world
needed more than it
could comprehend. He
certainly didntcome as
the answer they thought
was necessary. Some
thought He would rise to
rule geopolitically, bring-
ingmight and pride back
the his people.

But Jesuswasn’tin-
terested inpolitics. He
wasn’tinterested in
Earthly power. He was
interested solely in the
people living daily under
those systems of politic
and power. He spoke, by
and large, tothe masses

... those living in the
fringes of society. The
“99 percent," aswe Ve
heard the phrase used
recently. And Jesus’
message, ultimately, was
founded and drivenon a
singular premise — love!

We Ve diluted what
thatword means, of
course, but God, in
Christ, proclaimed love
to this fallenworld. He
demonstrated his very
heart and nature by the
loveHe lived out in
Emanuel, "God with us.”
And before Jesus loved
us up toand beyond the
cross, He commanded his
apostles, the first seeds
that would grow into the
Christian church, to love
one another, even as
Jesus had loved them
(thesewords spoken
shortly after he d washed
the filthy feet of hisown
disciples, showing them
what true humility born
of love for the other may
look like!).

He spoke of the diffi-
cult times that would
certainly come, but ex-
horted them not to be
wary or fearful. He
warned them tobeware
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of the inevitable false
prophets and pseudo-
Christs thatwould come,
assuring them thatwhen
itwas Himself returning,
they would know. It%
recorded how He in-
structed his beloved
follower to "feedmy
sheep,” clearly speaking
of the loving nature that
was and istoembody not
only pastoral, but Chris-
tian life, service and
ministry.

Love - love for one
another ...thiswas tobe
the founding principle of
the faithful. Love would
overcome the trap falls
of religion. Love would
turnonesown selfish
heart inconcern toward
the other. Love would
allow the hard-hearted to
be bom anew, eyesnow
opened to the beauty and
value of life lived for a
season inthisrobe of
flesh. Love would mani-
fest grace and mercy to
the ungracious and ruth-
less, changing some for-
ever, but leaving none
untouched.

As we sing each year
around this time, “Long
lay the world insinand

error, pining, tilHe ap-
peared, and the soul felt
itsworth!” Love! This is
what Christmas isabout.
First, God s immeasur-
able love toward us, the
jewel of his creation.
Then, the love gifted us
by his Son, given toall
freely, long beforewe
could ever think to
choose to possess any-
thing so precious...we
"find ourselves™ when we
come to find that our own
significance isrevealed
by the birth of the Savior.
Because, you see, God so
loved the world, thatHe
came tous inChrist so
we would live a life
knowing love, knowing
Him who loved us into
being.

God speace, mercy
and love unto you all, no
matter who and where
you are! God bless you,
one and all!

Rev. Andy Whitten ispastorat
Our SaviourApostolic Lutheran
Church inNorthville. Go o
oursaviouralc.can.

Locals are reading the
Observer & Eccentric

Source: Readership Study by

The Reynolds Journalism Institute
@RI for National Newspaper
Association (NNA) 2013.
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Fast start sparks Chiefs to victory over Marlins

Tim Smith
StaffWriter

Nothing like an eight-point burst to
open a contest, and thats what Canton’
varsity girls basketball team enjoyed
Monday night against Farmington Hills
Mercy.

The Chiefs, sputteringat times on
offense this season, went up 8-0 in the
opening four minutes and never trailed
en route to a 42-31 non-conference vic-
tory. All players saw minutes and nine
of them scored at least two points.

“This was a game they got after it,”
said Canton head coach Rob Heitmeyer,
whose team improved to4-2. "They
played more disciplined basketball, |
thought itwas tellingwhen we went out
on the 8-0 run at the beginning of the
game you just sensed these girls really
wanted tocome inhere and play well
against a good, friendly rival inMercy.”

Conversely, Marlins head coach

Gary Morris said itwas tough trying to
stop Canton junior forward Erin Hult
(13 points) while also gettingmore con-
sistency at the offensive end from a
largely inexperienced squad (2-3over-

all)

‘From my perspective, we Ve gota
fairnumber of new varsity players and
the pace, you got to cut harder and
faster, wait for screens,” Morris said.
“Our struggles have been more at the
offensive end.

“Our kids fight hard, I think we com-
pete pretty hard. But we definitely
have toget better offensively.”

Mercy stop scorer Monday was
junior guard Jackie Bauer, with 10
points (all in the first half, however).

“(Bauers)been our leading scorer
through the firstgames and Im sure
she was tonight,” Morris added. “But
we need other people tostep up and

See HOOPS, Page B2

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE HOCKEY UNVEILED

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO

Going up fora shot Monday night isCanton*s Erin Huh (No. 4), while Farmington HillsMercy"s
Jordyn Schluter (No. 24) and another player close in.

RENA LAVERTY |[SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE

Schoolcraft College club men®s hockey team captains (from left) Sheldon Varhol, Andrew Lindsay and Brendan Barger were instrumental in

getting the team on the map for 2015-16.

THE OCELOT ICEMEN COMETH

Schoolcraft launches hockey team thanks to trios perseverance

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Yeah, itsafter 11p.m. onaweek-
day evening at Bedford Ice Arena,
but for Andrew Lindsay and 18 other
hockey players, there% no place
theyd rather be.

Thatsbecause they are part of
Schoolcraft College firstmen s
hockey team - albeitas an indepen-
dent club progranm.

Itwas Lindsay who was the in-
stigator behind the new team, with
serious help from Brendan Barger
and Sheldon Varhol. The three are
co-captains as excitement builds on
and off the ice for Schoolcraft hock-

Perhaps even more excited isthe
coach of the Ocelots, Rob Lindsay. He
was a longtime varsity boys hockey
coach atTYenton (where Andrew also
played) who alsohelmed Alabama-
Huntsviles team inNCAA Division Il
before retiring a decade ago.
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"They (players) love it, the kids
are really enjoying the experience,”
said coach Lindsay, leaning against
the boards while his team went
through drills. "They didn’thave an
opportunity to go anywhere else, so
they e here playing.

“We cut seven players, we have a
pretty good team. Every kid here can
play.”

By and large, the players have
varsity high school or AAA travel
team experience. Inotherwords, this
venture isn’t recreational hockey.

Word of mouth

Andrew Lindsay started talking up
the possibility of Schoolcraft hockey
with classmates inSeptember and by
October the college’s director of stu-
dent activities gave the go-ahead.

Things didn’t take long to cook.
About 15 guys came out for the first
tryout, but after word of mouth kept
building, the turnout doubled for the
second tryout.

“lhad classwith Andrew, itwas
Ancient World History," Varhol said.
"And itwas allup inthe air. lwent up
and talked tohim. lwas kind of
shocked at first, at first | thought he
was joking to be honestwith you.”

Defenseman Taylor Struna (Livo- *
nia Churchill) helped getuniforms
designed (blue-and-gold color scheme
featuring Schoolcraft inblock letters
above the Ocelots’logo), and itsoon
was "game on.”

The opening game was against the
Ferris State club team, with Andrew
Lindsay scoring the first goal in pro-
gram history.

“Itwas my second shift out there,”
he recalled. "I buried the puck, got a
pass from Sheldon Varhol and sniped
the goalie. That was the best experi-
ence so far."

Then, on Dec. 5, the first School -
craft home game took place, with
forward Lindsay setting up the win-

See HOCKEY. Page B3
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Rockets
surge to
Wayne
County title

John Glenn grapplers
pin defeat on county rivals

Ed Wright
StaffWriter

Fueled by four individual weight-
class champions - and several key
contributors who chalked up valu-
able non-first place points, Westland
John Glennswrestling team reached
the stratosphere at Saturday’s
Wayne County Championships,
which were hosted by Wayne Memo -
rial.

The Rockets piled up 186 points to
out-soar co-runners-up Dearborn
Heights Annapolis and Southgate
Anderson, bothofwhonm registered
144 points. Rounding out the top five
were Belleville (119) and Salenm,
which hitthe century mark.

“All the kids who wrestled con-
tributed, for the most part,” said
John Glenn head coach Bill Polk,
when asked about his teams formula
for success. “We had some kids in
the trencheswho didntwin their
bracket, but picked up some impor-
tant points for us.

“Due to injuries and other things,
we had nine sophomore starterson
Saturday. We had a few JV kids
wrestlingand we had tobump a
couple up, and most of them did very
well.”

Leading the charge for the Rock-
etswere weight-class champions
Kyle Borthwell, a 103-pound fresh-
man who cruised through the brack-
ets toimprove his record to 13-1;
defending Division 1103-pound state
champion Mikey Mars, who took the
112 crown rather handily; 135-pound
champion John Siemasz, who is
primed for a big year after getting
derailed in the post-season lastyear
by an injury; and 215-pounder Ja-
Waun Peete, who isgreatly improved
from last season, Pok emphasized.

“It%s like night and day for Ja-
Waun," Polk said. "He reallycommit-
ted himself to getting better over the
summer. He probably got 50 or 60
matches inand ftshows.”

Other Observerland teams com-
peting were Livonia Franklin (ninth
with 80 points), Livonia Churchill
(10th with 72), Plymouth (11th with
65), Canton (14thwith 53) and Wayne
(15thwith 52).

Led by 189-pound third-place
finisher Demetrius Field, Salem had
nine grapplers place in the top-eight.

"We started off slow, but we real-
ly picked itup in the later rounds,"
Salem head coach Jeremy Hender-

See WRESTLING, Page B4
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Crusaders unable to hang on against Aquinas

Tim Smith
StaffWriter

For most of the way Sat-
urday afternoon, the Madonna
Crusaders had Aquinas where
they wanted them.

But the visiting Saints start-
ed muscling theirway to the
glass at both ends of thegym
during the second half, and
surged from behind tograb a
77-69 Wolverine-Hoosier Ath-
leticConference men % basket-
ball win.

“They outworked us to the
ball,”" lamented Madonna head
coach Noah Emenhiser, whose
team’ record dipped to4-10
overall and 2-6 inthe WHAC .
"We didn’tdo a good job keep-
ing them off the glass, they
really beat us to loose halls and
second chances inthe second
half towards the end.

"We played pretty good
defense on the first shot, but
we justcouldn™t keep them off
the glass, especially 33 (Kail
Venema), he did a great job
down the stretch getting to the
offensive rebounds.”

Sparking the Crusaders

TIMSMITH
Chris Dierker, a Salem alum, scored
22 points Saturday for Madonna.

with a strong two-way game
was 6-foot-7 sophomore for-
ward and Salem High School
alum Chris Dierker. He scored
22 points to lead Madonna,
chipping inwith seven re-
bounds and two steals.

"He 5 a good player, espe-
ciallywhen we canput him in
situations where we can use
his strength and athleticism
and hes knocking down that

15-foot jump shot,” saidEmen-
hiser, about Dierker. "But we
just have tohave amore-com-
plete team effort, all the way
around.”

Other Madonna contrib-
utorswere guard Khalil Malo-
ne (12 points, only four in the
second half), guard Nick Ow -
ens (11 points) and senior
guard and Salem alum Tyler
Stewart (eight points).

Leading Aquinas with 20
pointswas Zac VanBeek, with
Jake Bullock (17 points, seven
rebounds) and Venema (13
points, five rebounds) keying
the Saints’late surge.

Madonna made only one of
nine three-point shots during
the second half while the
Saints connected on five of
nine treys— prompting a big
momentum shift.

Aquinas alsooutrebounded
the Crusaders 27-17 in the
second half (and 45-35 for the
game).

Feeling confident

“| feel like I've had more
confidence playing, over the
past couple years,” Dierker

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO

Farmington Hills Mercy*s Jenna Schluter (No. 14) works her way through Canton players Brianna Finn (left), Natalie

Winters and Shamya Butler (No. 15).

HOOPS

Continued from Page Bl

score points for us.”

Hult scored 10 points in the
first half, spearheading Can-
ton"s 22-12 hal ftime advantage.
In the second half, however,
the Marlins paid extra defen-
sive attention to her.

And when Hult was whis-
tled for her third personal foul
early in the third quarter, she
had to siton the bench fora
few minutes.

Yet, the Chiefs did not get
flustered, although Mercy did
cut the deficit to 27-23 after
two buckets by senior guard
Katie Bryce (sixpoints) and a
field goal by senior guard Jor-
dyn Schluter (eight points).

Helping get Canton’ lead
close todouble digitsagain
were hard-nosed junior for-
ward Shamya Butler (six
points) and junior guard Bri-
anna Finn (five points), each
making shots ina short span to
make rta31-23 game with 3:07
to go in the third.

"They love tobe on the
floor.” said Heitmeyer, talking
about the timely offense from
Winters and Butler. “Winters is
one of those kids that you re
never disappointed in, because
she finds ways to defend well,
she helps get us intoour of-
fense, gets all her teammates

involved.

“Butler%another one of
those kids that just finds open
space, and she exploits it”

Keep playing hard

Itwas 33-23 soon thereafter,
following a basket by senior
guard Natalie Winters (eight
points).

T thoughtwe justhad to
come out the second halfand
keep itup, keep up the good
work, play defense,” Winters
said. “Mercy 5always a good
team toplay, they’re a good
team.

“We knew they were going
tocome out and pressure us,
we just had tobe smart and
keep up the intensity with
them.”

Morris said part of his
team*s game plan was tokeep
close tabs on Hult and Finn,
making sure they did not get
toomany uncontested looks.

“But we didntalways do
that,” he noted. “She (Hult)
shot itvery well throughout
the entire game. We tried some
different things against her,
but she really shot the ball
well.”

Canton closed out the vic-
tory with a 9-6 edge inthe
fourth quarter, a stanza where
the Chiefs’defense continued
to pester the Marlins and take
care of the glass at both ends.

The Chiefs outrebounded
Mercy by a25-12 margin with

BOYS HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

North Farmington barrels past Falcons In boys hoops

Dan O"Meara
StaffWriter

North Farmington jumped
to 23-8 lead after one quarter
Friday and rolled toa 76-39
win over visiting Farmington
in boys basketball.

The Raiders led 38-18 at
halftime and outscored the
Falcons inthe second half,
38-21.

Josh Hogans scored 17
points to lead North. Jacob
Joubert and Alex Darden sup-
ported that effortwith 15 each.
De on Jenkins, Sasoun Tchola-
kianand David Ford added
seven points apiece.

Jordan Graham tallied 13
points and AlexManasa 12 for
the Falcons (0-4), who had 29
turnovers.

“Any timeyou turn the ball
over against a good team like
North Farmington (itdoesnt

bode well),” Farmington coach
Terrance Porter said.

"We beat ourselves. They
had a lottodowith itWe didnt
handle theirpressure well, ina
nutshell."

Hawks top Cougars

Harrison played a solid,
all-around game Dec. 15and
turned back a late push by host
Warren Michigan Collegiate
fora 69-65 victory.

Adrian Pattah paced the
victory with 22 points. TVevon
Dixon scored 16, Russell
Campbell 14and Tommy Wil-
liams nine.

“Our energy and our effort
was very® good,” coach Stefon
Wilson said. “Itwas good tosee
us play ata high level fora
sustained period of time.”

David Hunter had five re-
bounds and Williams four.
Michael Martin had four “big"

junior forward Madison Wolf-
bauer leading all players with
12 boards.

A steal by Winters led toa
bucket by junior forward Ra-
quel Church and another steal,
by junior forward Marissa
Templeton, led toa jumper
from the side of the key by
Winters— who scored six of
her points inthe second half.

A trey by Mercy % Schluter
and a layup by junior forward
Katie Coe (four points)
trimmed Canton’ lead to 37-30
with under four minutes to
play.

But all that did was get the
Chiefs going again. Hull5jum-
per kicked offa 6-0 run that
sealed the victory.

RCA 26, OAKLAND CHRIS-
TIAN 19: Visiting Plymouth
ChristianAcademy (3-2) led
10-4 at halftime Dec. 15and
broke open the M1 AC girls
basketball game with a 13-3
third quarter.

Strong defense propelled
the Eagles, with Paige Perkey
and Lydia Chapel each regis-
tering four steals.

Juniors Aliyah Pries and
Chapel scored 11and 10 points,
respectively to "give us the 1-2
punch we needed in the paint
toescape with the win,”"PCA
head coach Rod Windle said.

Pries led the Eagles with
seven rebounds; Taylor Mistele
and Jordan Reed helped out
with five boards each.

blocks, according toWilson.
Pattah also had four assists.
Harrison was 17-of-25 at the
foul lire.

“MikeSenergy at the defen-
sive end off the bench really
picked us up,” Wilson said. “He
was very aggressive inthe
paint.

“lwas impressed by how we
played with poise down the
stretch. In the last couple of
minutes, we played very
smart. We were strong with the
ball and made some free
throws to keep ita two-pos-
session game.

“Michigan Collegiate isone
of the most athletic teams
wr’re going tosee all year.”

"Cats claw Falcons

Mark Watts tossed in 28
points to lead Detroit Allen
Academy toa 73-63 win over
Farmington on Dec. 15.

said. "That redshirt year (2013-
14) helped a lot, togetme used
to the college game.”

Dierker said itis"really
frustrating” to leta late lead
slipaway.

"Its been like thata lotof
games,” Dierker said. "We play
them close and thenwe “ll have
one stretch where itgoes
wrong. We just need to look on
the positive and keep building
from that.”

Madonna led 41-35 at half-
time against the No. 24-ranked
Saints (who improved to 10-5,
6-1 with the victory).

The Crusaders maintained a
lead (or were tied) until Zac
VanBeek’ layup with 5:20 left
put Aquinas up 63-62.

The lead see-sawed for a
couple minutes, with clutch
buckets by Clarke Lamb (put-
ting the Crusaders up 64-63
with 5:09 left) and Dierker
(tying the game at 66-66) help-
ing the Crusaders stay in the
game.

But the Saintswent on an
11-1 run to take control; Madon-
na’ final two pointscame ona
last-second layup by Stewart.

Emenhiser said the team
has been hampered by stretch-
es of inconsistent play all sea-
son.

"Its not always down the
stretch,"” Emenhiser said. "But
we Ve had our five-minute
lapses sometimes earlier in the
game, sometimes late in the
game.

"We just haven’tbeen con-
sistent enough to play great for
a full 40 minutes every night,
thats something we “re battling
todo and get better at.”

He nodded about how it
would have been "a fantastic
win" to finish off the Saints.
"Unfortunately, we letthe
opportunity slipaway.”

SCHOOLCRAFT 77. GENESEE 73: Rallying in
the second hall after trailing 32-30 at the in-
termission. the visiting Ocelots”men*s basketbal |
teanm prevailed Saturday to improve to 10-2 overall

Indouble figures for Schoolcraftwere Canton alum
Oavon Taylor (13 points, seven rebounds). Juwan
Clark (12 points) and Tyler Johnson (11 points).

SCHOOLCRAR 83, NIAGARA 77: On Friday
at Niagara Communi ty College, the Ocelots improved
t09-2 overal lwith this men % basketbal l victory.

Scoring 16 points each for Schoolcraftwere Ore
Black (Westland John Glenn) and Tyron Hamby while
Tyler Johnson added 15.

leading the Ocelots in rebounding was Oavon
Tayfor (Canton) with eight.

Schoolcraft built a 48-30 halftime leadand held off«
Niagara’ second-half push for thewin.

BOYS BASKETBALL PREVIEW

Trojans butld team
around sentor duo

Clarenceville shows
promise with win over RU

Dan O*Meara
StaffWriter

Senior captains Mitch
Kubiak and Quentin Banks

will have greater roles toplay

this season as the leaders for
the Livonia Clarenceville
boys basketball team.

The 6-foot-3 Kubiak will
have toplay inthe post, being
the tallest player the TYojans
have. He 5agood defender
and rebounder, averaging six
boards a game.

“We look for Mitch to take
more of an offensive step,”
second-year coach Tony Pa-
ciero said. “He was more ofa
support player lastyear, and
more of the focus will be on
him offensively this year.

“Mitch had agood sum-
mer, working on his shot and
ball handling, and we look for
him tohave a good year."

Banks isa 5-foot-11 point
guard who averaged nine
points and five assists in his
first season of organized
basketball.

“We look for him to push
the ball and dictate the
game, ”Paciero said. “We e
very confident with the ball
in his hands.”

The other returning player
isDjibril Diabate, a 5-11 small
forward who can jump out of
the gym and isa good re-
bounder, Paciero said.

“He had a good summer

and improved hisgame offen-

sively,” he said. "He took a
big step forward this year
and will contribute to the
starting lineup.”

Justin Burton isanother
small forward who can score
from justabout anywhere on
the floor. The 6-1 junior had a
good season on theJV team
and was ready for a spot in
the varsity starting unit.

“He % aphysical player
who likes topost up and get
to the rim,” Paciero said.

The fifth starter isCassa-
nova Copeland, a 6-foot guard
and a transfer from North

Jason Williams Jr. scored 17
points and Danny Pittman 11
for the Wildcats, who were
12-0f-18 shooting free throws.

Farmington had 20 points
from Marcellus Williams. Jor-
dan Graham netted 16 and
Malik Williams 11. The Falcons
were 18-0f-25 at the lire.

“Several timeswe had it
down toa one- or two-point
deficitand didntfinishplays
whether itbe a basket or a
missed free throw,” Farming-
ton coach Terrance Porter said.
“We never could get the lead.

"We competed with one of
the top teams inClass C We
justdidntmake enough plays
towin the game. We have todo
a better job of finishing easy
opportunities.”

Knights top Hawks

Harrison was behind the
whole game Dec. 11and lost to

Carolinawho adapted quickly
to hisnew team and team-
mates.

“We look for him tobe a
shooting guard," Paciero said.
"He has an outside shot and
can get to the rim. We hope
he and Justin fill the void left
by Jermell (Johnson, an all-
area playerwho averaged 25
points last season).”

Handling and scoring the
basketball will be more ofa
team effort instead of John-
son, who isatOlivet College,
dictating the game, Paciero
added.

The Trojans, who lost sev-
en seniors from their last
team, have sixothernew-
comers. They include guards
Ty Lakner, Marcus Dulka and
Bobby Jaber, 6-1 forward
Ramon Moore, 6-1post Bran-
don Byrd and 6-2 forward
Cam Maclver.

Moore isplaying orga-
nized basketbal I for the first
time, but hes long and very
creative, according toPacie-
ro, who said Byrd isa tal-
ented player in the low post.

Pacierowas eager tosee
what Maclver, a good shooter,
could do inavarsity game,
and he added Jaber "is prob-
ably the hardest-working guy
inour gym. He sdoes stuff
most guys won tdo. He "Il get
on the floor or take a charge.”

The Trojans, who were
5-14 last season, went into the
holiday break on a positive
note.

After losses to Lutheran
North and Waterford Ketter-
ing, Clarenceville defeated
Bedford Union in its last
game, 66-62. The season re-
sumes Tuesday, Jan. 5,
against visiting Grosse He.

"We won five of sixon our
way out (of the last regular
season) and took a good De -
troitCM A team to the final
buzzer in the tournament,”
Paciero said.

"Theresno lack of effort
or commitment on this team,
which impressedme this
summer, and we re hoping all
that hard work pays off.”

domeara@hometownl ife.com

Walled Lake Northern in the
Oakland Classic at North Far-
mington, 69-51.

Tommy Williams scored 15
points, Russell Campbell 12
and "IVevon Dixon 11 for the
Hawks, who got as close as
three points in the second half.
Campbell had four rebounds
and Dixon four assists.

“We came out extremely
flat to start the game, ™ coach
Stefon Wilson said. "We did
play hard and battle back; we
just ran out of gas. I love the
effort, but we have to put four
quarters together.”

Trojans get firstwin

Quentin Banks scored a
game-high 30 points to lead
Clarenceville to a 67-63 victory
over Bedford Union on Friday.
xMitch Kubiak added 13 points
for the Trojans (1-2).



USA HOCKEY

Bellows returns, but NTDP
falls 5-1 to Dubuque

Tim Smith
StafflWriter

The USA Hockey National
Team Development Program
welcomed back Kieffer Bel -
lows into the lineup for Sat-
urday nightshome game
against Dubuque.

But the return of Bellows -
who was cut Friday from the
USA Hockey Under-20World
Junior Championship roster
after trainingcamp inBoston
— didnot helpTeam USA
avoida 5-1 loss to the Fighting
Saints before just under 1,000
fansat USA Hockey Arena.

Still inWorld Juniors camp

are NTDP players Clayton
Keller and Chad Krys; they are
in the second round of the USA
Hockey roster selectionproc-
ess, which should wrap up by
Christmas Eve.

Bellows did chalk up an
assist for the NTDP against
Dubuque, on a power-play goal
by linemate Joey Anderson at
7:03 of the third period. That
followed five unanswered
goals by the Fighting Saints,
however, including two inthe
opening period and three in the
second.

Also assisting on the An -
derson goal was defenseman
Adam Fox.

RENA LAVERTY |[SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE

Schoolcraft College has a men®s hockey team thisseason, playing out of
Bedford Arena. At the helm isRob Lindsay (front row, fifthfrom left),
longtime high school and college coach.

HOCKEY

Continued from Page Bl

ning goal by linemate Brandon
Buckenberger with 19 seconds
left for a 4-3 win over the
Michigan Wild.

“A lot of people didntthink
itwas real,” Lindsay said. "... 1
said we ’re starting a hockey
team, (but) most people had no
idea. They had no ideawe had
a program.

"But at tryouts we had
about 30 guys come out. A lot
of them were great players,
and we put together a great
team. When Igotmy dad on
board, that really helped.

"I called him that second, as
soon as I got approval through
school, Icalled him on the
phone and said *Dad, do you
want tobe a coach again?’He
was like What are you talking
about?™

Andrew added thatbeing on
a team coached by hisdad isa
"surreal” feeling.

"Theresnothing better than
being able to team up withhim
once again,” he said. “I learned
everything from him since |
was three yearsold.”

Not going anywhere

With a beaming smile, Rob
Lindsay concurred about land-
inga dreanm gig.

“IM going to stay around, 1
love it,” he said. "I'm back in
the game. Yeah, I'm going to
stickwith it"

He emphasized that schol-
arships have nothing todo with
Schoolcraft hockey, only that
student-athletes must be regis-
tered inat least three classes
and alsomake sure to pay an
ice bill that isabout $100per
month.

"One thing that makes this
so great is | thought my career
was over," said Barger, a de-
fenseman from Novi. "l
thought high school was it,
juniors (Notre Dame Fairfield
inConn.) was it And then he
(Lindsay) approached me
about the team and then the
dream kind, of came back
alive.”

Is itever. During the mid-
December practice, Barger
skated around the icewearing
aGoCam strapped to his chest,
part of a promotional video
about the team being filmed by
Schoolcraft Media Center.

"They did some filming at
our home game.” Barger said.
"Hopefully they’ll get iton the
website, but since we e stilla
club team they can’tdo that
yet.
"But the good thing about
the Schoolcraft Media Center
is they record all the USA
Hockey games, the NTDP. And
so theyre going to (show) our
promo video during intermis-
sions.”

The place to start
Although the Ocelots’ ice-
men are cutting their teeth this

winter against club teanms
from Ferris State, Lawrence
IVeh as well as Junior C
squads inthe Midwest Junior
Hockey League, the big pic-
ture isabout someday hecom
ingan NCAA D ill team.

"All the Division 111 and
Division 1teams started out as
club teams.” Rob Lindsav said.
"You got tostart somewhere.

SCHOOLCRAFT HOCKEY
FACTS

What: Schoolcraft College®s first
men*s hockey clubteam isplaying as
an independent this season.

Coach: Rob Lindsay isat the helm.
He previously coached at Trenton
High School and at University of
Alabama inHuntsville, a Division Il
progranm.

Captains: Andrew Lindsay, Bren-
dan Barger and Sheldon Varhol are
sharing captains® duties for 2015-16.
Roster: The Ocelots® debut hockey
teanm includes forwards Derek Klisz
(Garden City), Varhol (GC Stars),
Lindsay (Trenton), Lucas Garcia Qr.
Coyotes AAA), Mitchell Leporowski
(Dearborn Divine Child), Corey
Dooley (Southgate), Brock Bacher
(Divine Child), Chris Sisco (Allen
Park), Brandon Buckenberger
(Southgate Senators), Mitchell
James (Livonia); defensemen Barger
(Novi, Notre Dame Fairfield), Jordan
Ohngren (Walled Lake Western),
Dillon Knight (Plymouth Sharks),
Taylor Struna (Livonia Churchill),
Adam Balok (Michigan Elite Brigade
AAA), Vincent Ryckman (Michigan
IceDogs Jr. A); goalies Gerald Kropf
(Saginaw Valley State), Nick Car-
nevale (Howell) and Ryan Adanms
(Allen Park Cabrini).

Home games: 10 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 7 vs. the Detroit Fighting Irish;
TBD Friday. Jan. 8 vs. LSSC; 4:20 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 9 vs. LSSC; 8:50 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 22 vs. Ferris State (club
team); 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23
vs. Ferris State; 4:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 20 vs. Ferris State. All games are
at Bedford Ice Arena on Beech Daly,
south of 1-%.

you startas a club team. As
things get better and better
and your team gets stronger,
then you step itup. Play tough-
er competition.

“I think the firststep is
Division Il here. Thatsmy
goal. I just hope the schools
goal is that, too.”

In January and February,
Lindsay said he will scout high

school players at various show-

case events.

"We didnthave enough
time to really recruit players
this time,” Lindsay stressed. “I
couldn®go toany showcases, |
didntknow they were going to
have a team last year.

"So we ’llbe hitting the
showcases at TYenton, and
theres another one in Chelsea,
getting some pretty good play-
ers trying to recruit them into
Schoolcraft.”

And Andrew Lindsay plans
on skating again next year for
his dad and for Schoolcraft
College.

"l didntdo this for myself, I
did itfor everybody around
me," the younger Lindsay said.
"1 know the school needed this.
It’s going to increase enroll-
ment. These guys love being
here and Ido as well. It5 just
humbling being able to lead a
group of guys.”

Based on the enthusiasm
and commitment level from
everybody connected with the
firstwave of Ocelots”hockey,
the efforts of enterprising
young men Lindsay. Barger
and Varhol will pay off for
years to come.

tam. com
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Stopping 27 of 32 shots for
theNTDP was Joseph Woll,
while Jaxon Castor turned
aside 28 of 29 shots for Du -
buque, the firstplace team in
the United States Hockey
League with a 17-8-0-0 record.
The NTDP (including the Un-
der-17 and Under-18 teams) fell
to 9-11-1-1.

The teams also squared off
Friday, withDubuque winning
4-3.Ryan Lindgren scored two
goals for Team USA with the
third by Nick Pastujov.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY

RENA LAVERTY |[USA HOCKEY

NTDP forward Keenan Suthers (right) lays a hiton a Dubuque player.

Franklin 1cers stymie Canton

Churchill, Ladywood
also post wins

Ed Wright and Dan O"Meara
StaffWriters

What a difference a couple
of years have made for the
Livonia Franklin hockey team.

The former KLAA door-
mat iscurrently ranked No. 8
in the Division 2 polls and
owner ofa 7-2 record fol low-
ing Friday night34-0 triumph
over Canton.

Patriot Chase Wallismain-
tained his Sidney Croshy-
esque scoring pace by scoring
two goals for the winners.

Nick Salisburyadded a
goal and an assist, Brendan
Nutting a goal and Brendan
Whitney picked up a helper
alongwith Zack Nelson, Jaret
Evans, TVevor VanVliet and
Cory Linsner.

Freshman goalie Jake Pen-
ny was outstanding between
the pipes, turning away 22
Canton shots. Isaac Salinas

was credited with 44 saves for

the Chiefs.

"We Ve had avery produc-
tive first couple months of the
season,” said Franklin coach

Dennis Gagnon, who has engi-

neered the Patriots’turn-
around. "We Mslow things
down over the holidays, re-
energize and returnwith a
purpose inJanuary.”
Franklin returns toaction

at6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4,
against Livonia Churchill.

Blazers rebound nicely
LivoniaLadywood im-
proved itsrecord to5-1-1with
a 6-2victory over Grosse

Pointe North.

After North scored first,
the Blazers answered with
five consecutive goals toput a
freeze on the lead.

Ladywood junior Sydney
Malek tied the game at the
13:20mark of the second peri-
od with junior Colleen Lynch
and freshman Maelyn Thayer
picking up assists.

With 5:39 left in the middle
period junior CeCe Werner
would find the back of the net
with juniors Katie Hayward
and Mikayla Pearson assisting
to put the Blazers up for good,
21

The winners’third-period
goals were scored by Sydney
Pilut, Hayward, Pearson and
Malek. Thayer notched three
points for the Blazers.

Churchill wins

Jordan Venegoni and Tyler
Haydu scored first-period
goals and Nolan Cioch netted
a pair of lamp-lighters in the
second period to liftthe Char-
gers toa 4-2victory over Bay
City.

Josh Friend, Daniel Dawes,
Joe Wozniak, Vengoni and
Cioch recorded assists for the
winners, who were bolstered
by a strong performance from
goalieAndrew Broyles (19
saves).

Falcons stumble

Farmingtonwill have near-
lyamonth toregroup and get
ready for itsnext game, fol-
lowing a 7-0 loss Saturday to
Rochester United at the Onyx
Ice Arena.

The Falcons, who were
0-for-4 on the power play,
were shut out for the first
time this season.

Max Watson made a dozen
saves and Hunter Firestone 14

saves for the Falcons (7-5),
who are idle until Saturday,
Jan. 16, when they play Berk-
ley.
Farmington ran intoa hot
goaltender and was dealta 3-2
lossDec. 16 by visitingBloom-
fieldHills. The Falcons out-
shot the Blackhawks, 46-17.

Jason Petras scored the
Falcons’ first goal at 5:23 of
the firstperiod with assists by
Joe Majoros and Cam Nose-
worthy.

The Blackhawks scored the
next three, however. Farming-
tonsJordan Hoke netted a
power-play goal with 6:07 to
play inthe third period. Majo-
ros and Joe Carbone assisted.

Inthe D3 Hockey Chal-
lenge Dec. 12 inGaylord, the
Falcons fell behind 3-0 in the
first period against Grand
Rapids Christianand lost, 5-3.

Farmington made it3-2
with goals by Hoke (from
Tanner Neill) and Carbone
(from Petras and Majoros).

But the Eagles took another
two-goal lead before the Fal-
cons got a third goal from
Petras with help fromMajo-
ros and Nick Callis early in
the third period.

Flyersgrounded

After a scoreless first peri-
od Dec. 16, Lake Orion took a
3-1 lead after two and defeat-
ed Farmington HillsUnified,
51.

Brandon Glasser scored
for the Flyers, who are 1-4 in
the 0AA Red Divisionand 2-6
overall. Andrew Nathan
picked up an assist.

Will Thornton scored twice
for the Dragons. Conner Gra-
ham, Joe Briskey and Drew
Casey had one goal and one
assist apiece.

PeeWee Storm capture Capital Cup

The Westland Hockey Association*s PeeWee Storm captured the championship in the Capital Cup inLansing in
November. Pictured are (back row from left) coach Jeremy KieKyka, coach Steve Hill, coach Tom Allen, (second
row from left)Hayden Kieltyka, Bryce Falk. Alex Carroll. Ben Thirjung, Max Messner. Lucas Falk. Brandon
Lefevre. Harry Dembowski . (front row from left) Zander Lacroix. Bazel Wolf. Mark Beebe. Kendell McFarland.
Logan Piendzia. Mike Puda and Tyler Allen.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Rocks outlast pesky Patriots

Tim Smith

It took a while longer than

Bob Brodie would have want-
ed, but the Salem varsity boys
basketbal | team finallybroke
intothewin column Thursday.

After opening the 2015-16
season with losses toAnn
Arbor Skylineand Livonia
Churchill, theRocks hung on
fora 67-54 win over Livonia
Franklin that Brodie saidwas
much closer than the final
score indicated.

“We ledwire towire, (but it
was a) dose baskethall game
the entireway," Brodie sai«i

"lItwasntuntil the end when
the (margin) spread a littlebit.
They were forced to foul us a
littlebitand we knocked our
free throws down."

Brodie said both teams
made 17 turnovers during the
scrappy Kensington Lakes
Activities Assoclation contest
atSalem, “but that was due to
the aggressive pressure.™

He added that “itwas good
tocome around with our first
win." especially with the
Rocks getting set for the annu-
al Salem Holiday Tournament
(Tbesday and Wednesday) .

As has been customary so
far this season. Salem senior

center Kenny Topolovec had a
big night. He tallied 21 points
and 15 rebounds against the
Patriots.

Helping the cause with 19
pointswas junior forward
Cameron Grace, while junior
guard Camren Barden con-
tributed 12 points.

Scoring 12 points each for
Franklinwere Mark Mettie
and Jackie Hughes.

Salem led 12-9after the
first quarter and maintained
leads 0 2S-24 at halftime and
41-36 after three quarters.

pons



GRAND VALLEY STATE SOCCER

Local connection fuels winning formula

Brad Emons
StaffWriter

Grace Guibord has been a
part of three straight NCAA
Division Ilwomen 5 soccer
national championship runs at
Grand Valley State.

Meanwhile, former North-
villeHigh teammate Gabriella
Mencotti has been part of the
ride for two with the Lakers.

For goalkeeper Emily Ma-
resh, also from Northville, it
was her firstrodeo and the
2015 season was quite a ride
for her as the Lakers finished
23-1-1, capped by a 2-0 victory
over Columbus (Ga.) State in
EPe Dec. 5 final at Pensacola,

a.

“Itwas justamazing toplay
wi'th those girls and the talent
that this team has was just
incredible toplay with,” Ma-
resh said. “That was one of the
main reasons why lcommitted
toGrand Valley, too, because it
was kind ofclose tohome and |
knew so many of the other
girls. Knowing Gabrielle (Men-
cotti), Alexis (Mencotti) and
Guibord was definitelyso com-
forting. Obviously, lwas
scared going into college, but
having them there the whole
way with me was amazing.
They were so helpful with
everything.”

Guibord, a junior midfield-
er, finished the year with two
goals and three assists, but
brought somany intangibles to
the table.

“She played with a really
high consistency throughout
the year, which she really
struggled with as a sopho-
more,” Grand Valley second-
year coach Jeff Hosier said.
“She was an integral part for
us and does a lot of the dirty
work interms of ball winning
and tackling that doesntsee a
lotof headlines, but she was a
vital part as well as anybody in
the success we had this year.”

Guibord attributed the
teams success to the tight-knit
atmosphere on and off the
field.

“Every year has been a
different journey,” Guibord
said. "First year, we had Dave
Dilanni (now at lowa) as coach,
the second year was Jeff (Hos-
ier) and the third year was
Jeff. The team chemistry over
here has always been good.
Thatsone of the reasons why |
came toGrand Valley, was how
great the chemistry of the
team was and the environment
(Hosier) provided. Itsexceed-
ed my expectations, for sure.

"This year has been differ-
ent. We Ve had our ups and
downs — our firstgame being
our firstdown that we experi-
enced. We didn’tperform to
the best of our ability ina cou-
ple of the games and (Hosier)
got on us because he knows
what we re capable of.”

In the season opener against
Quincy, Grand Valley was
stunned 3-0 as Maresh made
her inaugural start. The loss
proved tobe an eye-opener for
the freshman.

“Obviously, the season did
not start the way she would
have wanted or prefer, giving
up three goals in the season
opener," Hosier said. “She did
a really good job of staying
resilient, focusing on the train-

WRESTLING

Continued from Page Bl

son said. “To have that many
guys lose early, pick them-
selves up and wrestle back and
take fifthas a team really
shows the heart of this team.

“Its not only the guys that
place high that score a lotof
team points, all the fifths,
sixths and sevenths really pay
offon the team-point race. And
to place fifthat a tough tourna-
ment with the area teams, lanm
really proud of the guys right
now.

Livonia Franklins Nathan
Atienza continued hisdom-
inating streak, winning the
145-pound bracket with a sec-
ond-round pin of Plymouths
Dylan Dwyer.

Wayne County
Wrestling Championships
Saturday atWayne Memorial
RNAL STANDINGS: 1 Westland John Glenn. 186
potfits. 2. (tie) Dearborn Height Amapofs and
Southgate AndervDn. 144. 4. Beflevdle 119; 5. Salem.
100; 6. Dearborn Heights Crestwood. 99: 7. Dearborn

Franklin. 80; 10. Lnoroa ChurchiH 72; 11. Plymouth.
65; 12. RiKnnew .63.5; 13. Dearborn fordson. 63; 14.
Cantcn. 53; 15 Wayne Memonal 52.16. Hamtramcfc.
50 5; 17. (tie) Grosse fieand Wyandotte Roosevelt.
3& 19 Rat Rock. 32. 20. Dearborn Divine Chad. 23.
21. (be?Deatom and Romuius StffnrvtAodemy. 2Z
23 Northrfie 4; Dearborn Heights Robichajd. Detnxt
Loyola Detroit U of D Jesuit. Grosse Poonte South.
rtgrtarxJ Linoah Part. LrvorkaGarencevSe.
fledfad T*xrsCn RortJjsand Trenton (Sdnot save.
103 pounds: " Sorr-.v= VJtG)wen by tech.
ta3 0" r AlecBaio”i (SAJ. 1&-3; 3 MujahidAhmed

DinnedKyfeThOTpwr (RV) n436. 5. lar»
Sjﬂxu: (DO. dec NateGatiao 5110-3-

1 wisy Mars V.j6G *rr.bysch. wileverhah
Se-y {21.77Cfc3 tfan Engkhart (LOptmed Oris
Marta SL 357. 5.JacfcLarnnr (GO won Oy major
dec iacjjeine sartsSAL 104.

TIS".” L:oan SA ko-bjnaordec ever
Carw-7- Wyta (DEfl 10-2: 3. ter Mussen (LO dec

If1,*.

GVSU ATHLETICS

Northville High*s Emily Maresh (top) was the starting goalkeeper for Grand
Valley*s NCAA Division llnational soccer champs.

0 n
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Riga Farmer

ing that she had been getting
on a daily basis. And really, as
the stakes got higher, her level
of performance was raised in
the postseason.”

In the NCAA quarterfinal
match-up with Central Mis-
souri, Maresh had a signature
moment by saving three penal-
ty kicks ina 2-1shootout vic-
tory.

“1 think that was themo -
ment | said, Wow, *and itwas
great tobe a part of this team,”
Maresh said. “Obviously, I
wasn"t super-comfortable at
the beginning of the season. 1
was scared tobe inthe game,
but thisteam had somuch
confidence inme. After the
semifinal game, the coaches
said, like, We reproud ofyou,’
and itwas amazing tosee and
feel like I belonged on that
teamand ldeserved to be play-
ing every second with those
girls.”

Maresh finished the year
with a 19-1-1 record, including
13 shutouts. She had a 0.48
goals-against average and an
.873 save percentage.

“She s definitelya charac-
ter,” Guibord said. “We love
her. She didnthave many chal-
lenges during the regular sea-

son inthe GLIAC, but she defi-
nitelycame up big in the play-
offs, especially saving three
PKs inthe (quarerfinal) game.
She s definitely a voice inthe
back line and its crazy that
shesa freshman who stepped
into that role, but she definite-
ly filled those shoes.”

Mencotti, a 5-10 sophomore,
also proved tobe a force on the
front line as the team third
leading scorer with 10 goals
and nine assists.

“After awhile, itstarted to
get better and then really
started tomesh well," she said.
"We knew ifwe kept working
hard, we were going togo all
theway tothe finals. Thankful -
ly, thatswhat we did."”

Hosier said Mencottiswill-
ingness to accept different
roles on the team proved tobe
a bonus.

“Gabby had another solid
year for us,” he said. “I think it
was difficult for her, because
of the number of positionswe
asked her toplay. We were
constantly moving her around
and having a versatile player
like her, with the skill set that
she has, isa tremendous ad-
vantage. Itmade itdifficult for
her to finda rhythm at times
this season, both playing as a
winger and a center forward
and as a midfielder, which are
all very different positions.

She did a great job of acclimat-
ing to itand theres no doubt
shes a dangerous player. Very
gifted offensively, with the
ability to take players on and
score from distance.”

DOUGLAS BARGERSTOCK

Westland John Glenn sophomore 112-pounder Mikey Mars, pictured during
last year®s successful run at the Division 1103-pound state championship,
handilywon his bracket at Saturday"sWayne County Championships

12S: 1 Dome Rivera-Garcia (SA) dec Xavier Graham
(W). 5-2; 3. N<k Daniels (WM> dec Harrison Same/
(0.3-1; 5 Justm Manuel (DHA) won by major dec
over Kassan Maided (D). 15-6

130: \ Ons Brown (B) p-rnedWasam Casern (H) in
534. 3. JustinWinnie (0 dec Hassan AJhussain
(Drt0. 4-0; 5. Jacob Emery (V/)dec BracSe/ Janes
(Sh). 7-1.

135: «.John Siemas (WJG)won by map* dec over
DavidKnapp (DHA). 9-1; 3 Jack DeJacfc (WW) dec
land Press IDEF,. 3-2; 5. KyieEmery (W) dec Drew
Lrds?/ (). 6-2.

140: « Abe Ajanr 0f)dec W~iam Marano (Din.
3-2. 3 fee-*, Nefccr (If) dec Pay.cn Beneteau
(WJG). 64. S. Bnxe Hasan (S) petred Aranar

Alii O/)pmed tMan Dr/ye ;
r.537; 3 McCoy (H).dec AustinAyscn (D0O.
5-0; 5. Mie WicfaMSki (GOwon by majordec eve
Russel Gaubatz 5). 10-0.

152:1. CalebBrown (B) dec DustinGross (DHA).
3-1; 3. Youssef Danaou. (D)dec Zac Leek (LO. 3-0; 5.
Genaro Acerrano (WJG) dec SethDunn (5).5-3.
160:1. Brandon Garcia (RV) dec Hunter Grasso (W),
114; 3 Hiram Robinson (WR) dec John Hicks (WM),

10- 5;5. Keyion Smith (B) dec Justin Beasmger (DHA).

171:1. Adectarder Moore (SA)won by major dec
over Kassem Salameh (DHQ. 14-6; 3. Shane Conn
(RSA) pinned Ryan Myre (PR) in47 seconds. 5.
NathanAien (DEE) won by major dec over Andres
Garza (Lf). 13-3

189: « :-Cor [DMA) rfe Davd Fu”™a (DEF). 1-0; 3.
DemetriusReids 5) dec Matefc Manscur (OF).4-0; 5
Josh Jarvis "*DHQ pinned Josh Dodd (W) «1323.
215:1. JaWain PWte (MG) <fe_fend Todey (),
11- 8;3 Evan Seaman (RV)dec Jeffrey Jones (FR).
7-1; 5. Joe Fortin (Lf)dec Tyte Mcore 5). £0-

285: i A" Vtahab (DHC) prrnedAvery Casey (WJG;
in134. 3. Josh Retting (if)pme d Umar Has* (DHA)
inl.-*;5 k>?McCart (SA) pinned Anthony

Gabby s sister Alexis, a
red-shirt sophomore defender,
missed the entire season after
undergoing surgery foratom
ACL inthe spring.

“Even though she couldn’t
make an impact on the field in
training or matches, she just
has great leadership qualities,
(someone) who demands and
respects the most out of her-
selfand those around her, Hos-
ier said. “She helped keep peo-
ple sharp. She helped keep
them focused on those expec-
tations. And I think her leader-
ship isreally important to our
success.”

But she was there for the
national championship ride as
a supporting teammate.

Yet another unsung hero on
Grand Valley’ run to the title
was freshman forward Saman-
thaRiga, a Plymouth native
who finished the year with
nine goals and five assists in 25
matches. The Livonia Lady-
wood graduate made 10starts.

“Sam had amajor obstacle
inorder toget ready for the
fall season,” Hosier said. "She
had toshut itdown during her
high school season in April due
toand injury and itreally sus-
tained throughout the whole
summer. She wasn’table todo
anything to prepare for our
season. She had her firston-
field training with a ball in
August, so she was really be-
hind the eight-ball there, but
she did a good job of playing
catch-up, worked really hard.
She tried to be as effective as
she could and she scored some
really big goals for us this
year.”

Riga scored twice in the
NCAA tourney opener against
Quincy and had three goals in
three GLI1AC tourney games.

“She reallycame up bigand
understood that she can per-
form at that level," Hosier
said. “We gota lotout of her as
a freshman, because itsama-
joradjustment to this level.
She did a good job to get ready
on short notice and was a big
contributor for us this year.”

Yet another asset to Grand
Valleys titlerun was sopho-
more defender Maria Farmer,
a Canton nativewho played at
Plymouth High. Farmer, a
reserved player, appeared in
nine games for the Lakers.

“(Farmer) isagreat team-
mate, works really hard,” Hos-
ier said. "She worked really
hard between her freshman
and sophomore year to get
herself more physically fitand
prepared for this level. She
didntsee the minutes as the
season progressed, but didnt
let itaffect her attitude and
still bought into the culture of
winning and doing whats best
for the team.”

For Guibord, ttwould be a
remarkable feat towin four
national championships in four
years. But 2016 willbe anew
journey, even though all six
area players return.

“We kind of battled hard
and worked our butts toac-
complish whatwe did this
year,” Guibord said. "We have
tocome innext year witha
whole new mentality and a
whole new routine.”

bemons@hometownl ife.com

GIRLS BASKETBALL

North
girls roll

to fifth
hoops win

Double-double by
Cherney sparks Raiders

Dan O"Meara
StaffWriter

Sophomore Sam Cher-
neysdouble-double of 18
points and 12 rebounds
paced host North Farming-
ton toa 65-20 victory over
Farmington ingirls basket-
ball Friday.

Alexa Dotson had 14
points and four assists for
the Raiders (5-2). Karlie
Cummins, who had adozen
rebounds, and Kelly Lusk
contributed seven points
apiece.

Lusk also had three as-
sistsand three steals. Tasia
Rimson led the Falcons (1-5)
with nine points. The Raid-
ers led 36-8 at halftime.

“Itwas a good effort by
the Raiders,”North coach
Jeff Simpson said. “We were
a littleshorthanded with
injuries, and Kierra (Crock-
ett) was out of town. The
bench stepped up for the
Raiders, and lwas really
happy with how they played.
Itwas a great effort overall
by everybody on the Raid-
ers team.”

North had a tough loss
Thesday to unbeaten and
host Clarkston inan 0AA
crossover game, 39-36.

The Raiders led 18-15 at
halftime, but the Wolves,
who play in the Red Divi-
sion, pulled ahead at the end
of three periods, 28-26.

Crockett had 18 points,
six rebounds and five steals.
Alexa Cherney and Sam
Cherney scored six points
apiece. Sam also had nine
rebounds.

Maddy Beck posted 15
points and Kayla Luchen-
bach 12 for the Wolves (6-0).
Clarkston was 10-of-13 at the
foul lineand North 3-of-9.

“Itwas a hard-fought
battle, but we came up on
the short end,” Simpson
said. “Itwas a good game
forus. We justdidn’tfinish
at the end.

“Free throws were the
difference; we didntcon-
vert when we had the oppor-
tunity. Itwas a valiant effort
on the road against a really
good team."

Trojans take loss

Foul trouble put Clar-
enceville at an early disad-
vantage Monday and con-
tributed to the team’ 43-24
loss to host Whitmore Lake.

The Lady TYojans were
led offensively by Myla
Hoskins, Michaela Nesler
and A Sha Whittaker with
nine, eight and seven points,
respectively.

Clarenceville is idle until
Friday, Jan. 8, when itplays
Annapolis.

PREP WRESTLING RESULTS

56THANNUAL
OAKLAND COUNTY
WRESTLING TOURNEY
Dec 19 at Lake Orion
TEAM STANDINGS: 1.Novi Detroit CatholicCentral 330 points; 2. Clarkston. 264 S. 3. Oxford.
255; 4. Walled Lake Central 190; 5. Rochester Adams, 175; 6. Waterford Kettering. 154; 7. Ortonville
Brandon, 14S.S; 8 Rochester, 127; 9. Holly, 120.5; 10. Waterford Mott. 113; 15. Novi 98; 19. South lyon,
87; 20. White Lake Lakeland, 85; 34. South Lyon East. 36; 36. Milford. 27 (39 schools)
FINAL INDIVIDUAL RESULTS
160 pounds: Sam Addy (Adams) decisionedKyle Masters (Clarkston), 9 4. third place: Hadyn
Kinjorski (W.1. Central) dec. Josh Brooks (Rochester), 12 S; fifth place: Bobby Keyes (TroyAthens)
dec. devin Trevino (Oxford), 5-1 seventh place: Miles Ftlippis (Royal Oak) won by injury default

over TyferModock (Lake Orion).

171: Nate Vandermeer (Clarkston)won by technical fall over Sbermond Dabney (St Mary Prep),
16-0; third: John Staron (TroyAthens) dec. Cade Dallwitz (Holly). 5-1; fifth: Patrick tiess (W.1I.
Northern) dec Anthony Tuppins (Adams). 8-4; seventh: Ethan Erin (Oxford) dec Efrain Ortiz (Pontiac),

9-5.

189: Tyler Mortand (Detroit CC) won by tech, fall over Kob-.e Davis (Femdale), 17-2; third: Byron
Schlickenmeyer (Oxford) dec. Nate Hayes (Clarkston), 7-5; fifth: Bryant Thickstun (Lakeland) pinned
Denny Matthews (Lake Orion), 2:03 seventh: TylerKoch (Stoney Creek) dec. Demarco Howard

(Rochester), 11-9.

215: Wyatt Harden (Oxford)p Cooper Smith (Novi).3:22 third: Jacob Uinglmg (Troy) dec. Dilan
Yaldo (N. Farmington), 13-9 fifth: Jackson Ross (Detroit CO dec Collin Dallwitz (Holly). 7-4;
seventh: Donovan King (Farm.) p. Brandon Jones (Rochester). 4 57

285: Nate Troutvme (Clarkston) p Brendan Thompson (Lake Orion), 4-18. third: Nick Jenkins
(Detroit CC) dec. Jimmy Gray (Holly). 6 4. fifth: lan King (Berkley) p. Chris Nader (N. Farmington),
3:17 seventh: Quentinu”an (Mot!) p. Jamie Johnson (Pontiac). 0;16.

103: Rhett Newton (Detroit CC) dec |*am Hillary (Oxford), 7 2 third: Jack Olson (Brandon.) dec
Varun Mongal (Adams), 7-2 fifth: Mackenzie Hanselman (Clarkston) won by major dec over
Brandon Munson (V/.Bloonfield), 14-5. seventh: Jack Greenstine (W.L Northern) p. Marcos Cruz

(Mon), 0:48

112: Nolan K lapec (Lakeland) dec JarrettGreenstine (W I Northern), 9 7 third: Joe Eisho (Hazel
Park) ¢-.". David Rasfgue (Detroit CC). 5-2. fifth: Shane Moore (Oxford) dec. Jakobe Jones (Pontiac)
9-2; seventh: Cole V/iegers (Clarkston) dec Eliel Mahooe-Keamey (Femdale), 7-1

119: Kaieb Mahon fW L Central; won by major dec over Store Moscow: (Detroit CC). 80, third:
Joey Mason (Troy) p Jacob Call (Oxford). 3:52; fifth: Khalil Ford (Groves) won by injurydefaulto/er
Dorn Fosmoen flake Orioni.seventh: Clarence Farmer (Pontiac) p. Kobe/ Caldwell (Bloomfield Hilts),

4:59.

125: Kevon Davenport (Detroit CC) won b, major dec oxer Houston Hetmngcen (Clarkston), 15 5.
third: Warren Starfc-Id (H Farmington) won try major dec. oyer D/fan Hcr/xcroft (Adams). 12 3.
fifth: CJ. Davison Yet*.mg) dec Na:< Hampton (StoreyOe-k. 5-4.seventh: Moan rerr«

(Rochester) dec John Mol l (Lake Orion), 4-2

130: Cameron Amme fOrr.r CQ dec Nick Freeman (V/L Centra!;, 6-2. third: Brandan Imdd
(B*and"". p Sergo Bo"g (Oxford 037; fifth: Cor-/ Cm -ad (Kettenog) dec Hart-y Susala (Cark

ston). 5-6. seventh:

Gray (Avondale) dec Ma* Kats-roubas (Moll). 5-0

135: Ben Freeman "W.L Centra®) won by tech fall over AJdan Perobon *Stone-/ Creek). 18-3,
third: Aaron Rehfeldt (Det/ortC O won byma,o* dec over Sava 7/Hon (Rochester), 12-4 fifth:
Qoir. Takata (Groves) dec. Ma. k* Parker "Pcnuar). 4-3. seventh: Garretl Tyrrell (Oxford) dec.

Amarae Kitties (Brandon), 7-0.
140: A..-/ H rf00fvsj

(Oxford) p Amjyyry Gonzalez “KeTtenrvg), f/43. third: Jake AMerson

(Adams) dec Joe McGrath (DetroitCO, 6-3; fifth Jacob Rygiefoki (Cfarkston) p 8b*r Boerfcef (Sea-
hem).2 50 seventh: Dan Stahard "Hohy) dec Luke £ vangelista (South Lyon). 11-10

145: Bryan UVearn *Brandon) p

ck Costanzo C//.LC-ntra ".42". third: */=- Johnso® ffetrod

CC) dr- TrentMyre **Odord... 6 ; fifth: Caleb Edmond (St Mary Prep) p Jake Race (South Lyon).
725. seventh: Kevin Pr.ce (Stone/ Creek) won by default crvirAJec B o (Oarkstoc
152: "

X p Coo".r Mocxe*

oy - v-" dec shver-c-c Adan-ro r-izHPadr).17-6 fifth: Cr-x. Kad? "lake V

third: A de- fw*
w-/ b/def3Jik

seventh: Jake Caf/arx. Clarkston) won by r-a.cxd ec over toutstbe (Adams), 16”.



THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr.
Ebcnce Mortgage Lertdmg 138560  (734) 459-0782 3.75
Accurate Mortgage Soiutxons 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.75
AP financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.75
Amenptus Mortgage Corp 127031 (248) 740-2323 3.875
Crosscountry Mortgage 3029 (246) 282-1602 4.125
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100 4
Fifth Third Bank 403245  (800) 792-8830 4
Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 4.125

Pts

15 yr. Pts

0 3 0
0 2.99 0
0 3 0
0 3.375 0
0 3.25 0
0.25 9.375 0
025 3.375 0

Above Inlormalion available as of 12/1a/15 and subject tochange atanytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loanwith20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specificpayment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.

©2015 Residential Mortgage Consultants. Inc

FREE RENT
UNTIL 2/1/2016
Own thl*home foronly $729 per month!
Adorable 1.344 Sqft,3bedroom. 2bath home with
Urge rrontyard
HURRY these horftesare going fasti
No application fee and 3rd Party Financing Available

Call Sun Homes today. 886-685-0265
Visitusonlineatwww.4northville.com

South Lyon Schoolsl
OFFICEHOURS M-F 8a-5p «Sat "fa-Ip
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Wron»

Open Houses

SOUTH LYON
28881 VislaWay,

4 bedroom ranch, finished
basement, 3 car oarage, 132
acres. Koi pond, huge pole
bain, $374,900
Dar lone-Toam Hami I ton
Real Estate

248-345-6780.

hometownllIfe.com

Paint Decorating Paper

PAINTING BY ROBERT
« WWal Ipaper Removal -Int
Ext « Ptastor/Drywail Repair
«Staining 40yrse«p
Frooest 248-349-7499,
734-464-8147

HomeFinef

Roofing

LEAK Repairs Fitting Volleys
etc tearoffs 30yrsoxp BB8
Member Trl County Roofing
He*d& IrtS'd 248-346-4321

Homos For Renl

LIVONIA/FARMINGTON
HILLS 1.200sq ft 3 brbeau
tiful ranch, appliances, fenced
yd .$990/mo 248-342-0314

O&E Media
ClassifTieds
Work Hard!

FREE

NORENTUNTIL
February If
$698 ,#moves you Inf

Homai itoHfngos low o>
JS99/moniM

3bcdioon> 7hathft1
bedroom. 2bathhomes

CallSunHomo* lod<
(888)774-7659

www 4noithvitl«com

OFFICEHOURS

Call tadau!

Off*r eipiroi 12/31/2015 800 579 7395

NO&E Media
Classifieds

Juaf a qufcA callaway

800-579-7355

MKDIA

Lenders toparticipate call (734) 922-3032

builder

HelpWanted - General

POLICE
OFFICER

Canton Township
Isnow accepting
applications lot the
Poliice Offiicer position.
Application Deadline
Friday, January 15,2016
Applicantsare encouraged
o apply early.

Job descriptionwith
complete qualifications
and hinng process is
availableon the
Canton Township
vebsite
httpV/canton.
applicantpro.com/Jobs/

(E0E)

QUALITY
ENGINEER

Tier 1 Automotive supplier,
has an immediate opening
fora Quality Engineer
An ldeal candidate
will possess excellent
communication sdllsand
advanced skills inproblem
solvingmanulactunng
processes alongwith strong
technical quality experience
Preferautomotive
manufacturing eiperlcnce
and a bachelor degree
with 1-3years of
related expenence

Please complete application
or send resume .

JjAlssterdistoratic
40485 SchoolcraftRd.
Plymouth, M1 48170
Fax 734-459-4598
Attn Human Resources
hrtgmaslorautomatic com
www masteraulomatlc com

HelpWanted - Dental

Dental Assistant
FULL-TIME
InUvoma/Dearbom offices
Pay tocommensurate
with experience
Experience only need apply
Call: (313) 565-3131

Help Wanted - Medical

ADMINISTRATIVE/

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Medical office seeks exp d
medical receptionist
Must have flrong computer
and meocal insurance knowl -
edge Fuii-Time/eiceiteM pay
and benefits including 40 lie
No weekend*no eveningsl
Ann Arbor area
a2derm3aol.com

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
IMMEDIATE OPENING
For smal | tairafy practice m
LNonta Musi haw 2 or more
yeara experience Must krvw
C0 10 bdkng. e Thomas Uie.
35* hours. 4 0JV non. whek
No«r~km*.s Send resume:
gpreceplmaOgmaU com

. All Rights Reserved

HelpWanted - Medical

RN, LPN or MA
Dermatology prachce in
Ann Arbor/Pfymouth area

Isseeking motivated
RN, LPN or MA

Dermatology exp*d. preferred

Salary determined by exp. &

knowledge Excellentbenefit
package including401K.

Ho Weekends/No Evenings

a2dermOaol .com

KJJ

hometomnlife. com

Card of Thanks

PRAYER: Pray 9 Hall Marys for
9 days On Uie QUi day make 3
wishes & publish this prayer
Your wishes will be granted M

Los! -Goods

N

EXPIRED JORDANIAN
PASSPORT - H659941
ISSUED IN
AMMAN, JORDAN ON
APRIL 28, 2007. IF
FOUND PLEASE CALL
313-348-8250

hometownlife.com

Estates Sales

SOUTH LYON by ACTION
132479 MiloRd.
Frl -Sun 9-5pm
(Between Rushton Rd &
Pontloc Trail)
Furniture, Collectibles &
Morel See pics at
actioneslate.com
586-228-9090

Household Goods

7 pc Almond Laminate Oak
Queen Bdrm Set S600 Office
Desk & Chan $250 5 pc Mod
ern BIk & White Dining Sci
§200 734-453-0701

MOVING SALE  Antique
Bakers Side tzble.
Entertainment Center Best
Offer 734-674-6096

Musical Insbuments

Complete Peart Dram Set
Great Condiion $350- Call
248-563-9472

O

RECYCLE THIS)
NEWSPAPER

A A

nUBH) BUGS”
Kants Bed Bug
10Bera/KTr.
AvajlaC>- Hardware
Storw, The Home Depot

CS»

Sf

townlif&com

Dogs

Chesapeake Bay Rebever
Puppies - 734-665-7489
Michiganwingshooter.com

Pel Supplies/Services

LOW COST VET VACCINE
WELLNESSCLMC
TSC - WHITE LAKE
10150 Highland Rd.
Sun. Jan. 10 th.
4Pf4-6 30P14
3year Rabies. Si6.
Heartworm Test S19 Sin,
Ear & Eye exams avail
313-686-5701

Lost - Pets

LostBlack Female Cat
Loston 10/15/15 inUvonla.

Middlebeitand Schoolcraft
area 1yr.oldall black, long
hairedw/’ big fluffty tail, Si000
reward lor retum. <734)762-
0014 kJmmycat7@yahoo. com

Autos Trucks
Paris& Service

Chevy 350 Engine 4 Bolt
Mains, Complete Rund Good.
700 R4 Trans. Elde Brock inm

take, valve covers Si500

Call517-937-6189

Autos Wanted

H & W Paying cash for Junk
cars& tracks. Free towing Al-
so buying some 2004 & up
repairable* 734-223-5581

Trucks for Sale

DODGE RAM 1500 2014
Call For Details
$32,988 *16T1078A
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD F-1502013
19.000 Miles, Super Crew,
Blue Jean Netallic. 4X4

Certified $34,988 "P22253

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD F-1502013
Many inStock! Save
Thousands® »»P22218

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

Mini-Vans

HANDICAP 10
BEAUTIFUL LOW FLOOR
MINI VANS UNDER
$15,000. CALL RISIN
LANSING 517-230-8865

Vans

FORD ECONOLINE
CARGO 2014
A GREAT VEHICLE® P22249
CALL FOR DETAILS!

NORTH BROTHERS
B55-667-9860

Sports Utility

CHEVY EQUINOX ILT2013
White. 8,500 Miles
JetBlack 520.988

*16T9318A

NORTH BROTHERS

B55-667-9B60

FORD ESCAPE 2014
Titanium. FWD. one owner
8.800miles eiSTOSCeA
$26,268
NORTH BROTHERS

855-667 9860

Ford Escape SE 2013

With EcoBoosl. 2 Tone

Interior. Clean® Call Now*
S15.988 P22305

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

9QQ-579-7355

Sportsuaty

Ford Escape Titaraun 2014
24.900 U t M SfertogGray
ueatc wr Sadi I£Z%r
ttsna *15C11  S23333
NORTH BROTHERS

855-667-9060

FORD ESCAPE XLT 2012
CU 44.000KLES. PONER
OPTIONS WWTE.
$18.983 *P22292
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD ESCAPE XLTFWD
2012 57,000M.*s Stertmg
Grey MetaXc. t15T9366A
S16588
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9660

FORD EXPLORER 2013
3rd Row. 22.000 Mdes.
Deep Blue Netaflic
$25.988 L065SA
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD EXPLORER 2013
XLT Unile, Certified, only
$26.988 S16T5061A
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD EXPLORER
BASE 2013
Deep Nue metafle.
22.000 miles. Certified
523988 P22176
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD EXPLORER XLT 2012
-4X4, 2 TONE INTERIOR. ALL
POWER. 22K MILES
$27.938 B16T9373A

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

Jeep Cherokee Laredo
2014- 4«4. Deep CherryRed.
Power Options.
35K Miles4P22252

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

Chevrolet

CHEVY IMPALA LT 2012
Triple Black With Power
Options and Only 61,000
Miles f115C8263A S12.988
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

CHEVY MALIBU2013
41.000 miles. Jet Black.
AllPower Si5.188
u16C81S0A
NORTH BROTHERS

855-667-9860

/1*0&E Media
\ Classifieds
Juat a quickcallanay. -
800-579-7355

O rsikMh& lutkvihk

CONTACT US AT:

Phone:

800-579-7355

Fax:
313-496-4968
Email:
oeads<fhomelownlife.com

Online:
vmw. homclownlife.com

DEADLINES:
Fri.nl 4PN for Sunday
Tue.al 3PM lor Thursday

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING POLICY
Al advertising pubished m
HometDivnlile/ 04E Media
newspapers is subject to the
conditions statedm the appli-
cable rate tanks) Copies are
available Irom the classified
advertising department 6200
Vetropolitan Pkwy, Sterling
Heights. MI 48312. or all
B00-579-7355

The Newspaper reserves the
right not to accept an adver-
tiser's order The Newspaper
reserves the right to edit re-
fuse. reject, classify or cancel
any ad al any time. Ailads are
subject lo approval belore
publication

Our sales representatives
have no authority lo txnd tios
newspaper and orty publica-
tion of an advertisement shall
constitute firal acceptance ol
the advertiser s order

Advertisers are responsible
for reading their ad(S) the first
time it appears 4 reporting
any errors immediately When
more than one insertion of
the same advertisement is
ordered, only the fust Incor-
rect insertion will be credited
The Newspaper shall not be
bable lor any toss or expense
that results Irom an enonn or
omission ol an advertisement
No refunds lor early canceHa-
bonol order

Publishers Notice: All real
estate advertising in this
newspaper a subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Acl ol
1968 which states that it is
illepl o adrtrtise “any pref
erence. Imitation, or tSscrru
nation® Tms newspaper will
not knowingly accept any ad-
\ertising for real estate which
is inviolation ol the law Our
readers are hereby mtormed
that all dwellings advertised
inthe newspaper areavaialle
on an equal housing opportu-
nity bays tFR Doc. 724983
3-31-72)

Equal Housing Opportunity
Statement: We are pledged lo
the Utter & spritofUS pokey
for the aefsevement of equal
housrvj opporturyfy thro
out the naten We eocojige
4 support an iHkmatnt ad-
vertising4 mai ietmg progra
inwhch trere are no barne
to obtan housng because of
lace.cdor rttoon or natcnal

LJ

OrysleTTown i Cooasy
2D09 Toirrg-UIT.

S10388 eP22263

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

i
aloys. sav«now* 13383
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860
|

FORD EDGE 2013 Sa
CaB N itw For Fast Financing
Options" atSTS0azZA
24.000mdes S24.4&38
NORTH BROTHERS

855-667-9660

FORD EXPEDITION 2009
Call For Details
$32.988 *16T1078A
NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9660

FORD FOCUS SE 2014
Leather, heated seats 4
mirrors. 25k miles
Call forPnce P22148

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD FOCUS SEI 2012
FORD SYNC. BLUETOOTH.
6-SPDAUTO 15C8033A
$12,188

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9660

FORD FUSION SEL 2012
White Platinum. Power Options
S12.088 «P22153

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

FORD TAURUS 2013
LIMITED - FWO, SterlingGray.
Tan Lthr. 30K Miles $19,458

u15C1143A

NORTH BROTHERS
855-667-9860

O0&E Media
ClassifTieds
Wor~™ardV

Call today!

800 579-7355

UAa«BBU IMFCS2T3

Leaner ~ISTAUHA
525953
I NORTH BROTHERS
ENHANCE TOUR AD BS-6e7-9060
WITH A PHOTO
mha
on S8 MERCURY GRAND
ad {J.(rJT[;IY’. »eS Wj

MARQUIS 2X35 CALLNOW
FDR HGF€ DETAAS®
JUSTW- «15T6241A

NORTH BROTHERS

855-667-9860

on. irae ve cssskszt
yX choose. The cos: for the
photo rrd be $10, pkfi K
cost of ad copy tased cr
the ramber cf fries tsel
Erad or pur 3x5 or4*6
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"FOR SALE"
SIGN NOT
ATTRACTING
ATTENTION?

Placing a classified ad isan easy and
affordable way tomake your
unwanted items attract hundreds of
potential buyers.

What are you waiting for?

Contact us today and start
turning the stuff you dontwant
into something you do want:

CASH!
800-579-7355 Ot Exme

SELLING YOUR STUFF
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800.579-7355
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 49 Stimpys 93 Twine fiber
1 Picasso of canine bud 96 Big name in
art 50 Enterprise daredevi ltry
6 Left empath 99 Tex-Mex dip,
dumbstruck Deanna for short
10Give formto 52 sosure- 100 Globular
15 Very top 54 IM -haha- 101 Consume
19 Isreeli leader 55 Tomorrow. 102 Contests
Sharon to Pedro with knights
20 Give up 58 Fair and 107 Simple bed
rights to equal 109 Partner of
21 On-call 61 Abrades crafts
attachment 63 Longoria and 110 Actor Lash
22 Sandbox Cassidy of 76-Across
player's tote 65 5% of LX 111 Officer over
23 Sense that 66 Title slave of a 33-Across,
stays with opera in brief
you 67 Childs 112 Like some
26 Wmtour of cognitive lower
fashion growth vertebrae
27 Abundance 72 Thon Bun 114 Jai -
28 Crimean resident 115 VIPs®
resortport 74 Rival of purchasing
29 Go quickly Sony and LG consultants
30 People®s 75 Island goose 120 Sit ill

genus

76 Westerns.

121 Jung"s inner

33 Mil. figure informal ly <If
34 Invarious 79 Influence In 122 Activist
places the choice of 123 Malia’ littke
36 Big concert a ruler sister
Sites 82 Make 124 For votes
38 Some gems insane, old- 125 Mission to
40 Middle style gather info
41 Jimmy Dean 85 Lusterless 126 Basilica part
product 86 Lopez of pop 127 Cineplex -
43 R&B singer 87 Schreiber of (old theater
- Mane “Scream" chain)
45 Hail. e g. 89 Made-up tale
48 Secret 90 Acclivity DOWN
store 92 Bus dep. 1 Bud

SUDOKU
6 1

8 2

3

S

Whether you want to
get fit or
get organized-
save money doing it
with
an O&E Medria
classified ad!

Our classifieds
WORKQUT!

O bserver & E ccentric
hometownlife conmn "|y/| Y

A GANNETT COMPANY

800-579-7355

2 Meyers of
TV
3 Coal box
4 Femurs, e.g
5 Bread
spread
6 Getting 100
on. as a test
7 Shoved off
8 Antsy
9 Excellent
slangily
10 Fishing tools
11 Best Actress
Berry
12 Anxiety
13 It’sdone to
atone forsin
14 Tiny bit of
work
15 Geronimo.
eg.
16 Rapids craft
17 Not serious
18 Give a tmill
24 Basebal | Hall
of Famer
Tony La -
25 Shoe hole
29 Narrow
waterway
30 Bug no end
31 Public
speaker
32 Delusions of
grandeur
34 Gorgon, e.g
35Dress up in
37 Trash
collectors

39 Gave an 80 Apply
awful review wrongly

42 Catering hall 81 Not one
dispenser 83 They e

43 -Mazel - I relatively

44 Kiddie-song easy to treat
refrain 84 "0h nol,"“ In

45 Asked toa comics
neighbor"s 88 Actor Ben
house, say 91 Yellow

46 Admitting writing tablet
both sexes 94 Reply to Are

47 Sicily's you?"
erupter 95 Triangle type

51 Forward. 97 Action wds
e.g. 98 Racecar fuel

53 Symbolized 99 Test pilots’

56 Ad - per garments
aspera" 100 Lima

57 Got back at resident

59 Pinch ligitly 102 Santa -

60 Pops Carly 103 -Roots"

62 Condescend writer Alex
() 104 Wipe away

64 Hail. Ovid!" 105 Shaped like

68 “Oh. no!." in a doughnut
comics 106 Vodka drink.

69 Boxer Ali for short

70 Max- 108 Earth tore.
actress to a Brit
Sobieski 112 Pig"s food

71HasaTV 113 Lhasa -
dinner, say 115 So-so.

72 B Wway booth in golf
in Times 116 Nabokov title
Square heroine

73 Trumpeter Al 117 Suffix with

77 Most mature Bhutan

78 Refines, as 118 Fratemnity P
ore 119UCSD part

Here"s How ItWorks:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken Into nine 3x3 hoxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must filleach row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order Inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
provided Inthe boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier Itgets to solve the

puzzle!
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DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Time/Date 7p.m, Dec. 24, 9:30
a.m.Dec 25

Location Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Redford
Details: Family service isChrist-
mas Eve

Contact 313-532-3655

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Time/Date 4 p.m. and 10p.m.
Dec. 24 and 3 a.m., 9:30a.m.,
and 11a.m. Dec. 25

Location: St Colette Catholic
Church, 17600 Newburgh,
Livonia

Corttact: 734-464-4433; stoolet-
te.net

NEW YEAR®S EVE
Time/Date 7p.m. Dec. 31
Location Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Redford
Details: Worship service
Contact 313-532-8655

NEW YEAR®"S SERVICE
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Dec. 31
Location St. Colette Catholic
Church, 17600 Newburgh,
Livonia

Details: The church alsowill
hold 9:30a.m. and 11 a.m.
Masses on Jan. 1

Cortact: 734-464-4433; stcolet-
te.net

JANUARY

EXERCISE

Time/Date: 10a.m. Monday,
Jan. 11-April 11

Location: St. John Neumann
Parish, 44800 Warren Road,
Canton

Details: Joe Mason leads a
12-week session that focuses on
balance, timing, coordination,
strength, flexibility, stretching,
abdominal and back exercises.
$84 for the series or $10 per class
drop in

Contact: 734-455-5910

WOMEN®™S EVENT
Time/Date: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 23

Location: Merriman Road
Baptist Church, 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: Authors Lynn Donovan
and Dineen Miller are guest
speakers atan event forwomen
who are “spirituallymis-
matched" intheirmarriage or
have loved oneswho are non-
believers or are not mature in
their faith. The conference will
include a continental breakfast
and lunch. Tickets are $30,
available at https'Y/spiritu-
almismatch.eventbite.com
Corttact: 734-421-0472

ONGOING

CLASSES/STUDY

Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Redford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

St_ Michael the Archangel
Parish

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, leadsa
study of lIsaiah. Bring your own
Bible

Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200
oron lineatwww. livoniast-
michael .org.
FaithCommunity Wesleyan
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers All
ages welcome. Biblesavailable if
you don"t have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazel-
wood at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date 6:45-7:45p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile.
Livonia

Details: InstructorWendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation. email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact 313-403-3364

FAMILY MEAL
Time/Date 5-6p.m. every
Thursday

Location: SalvationArmy,
27500 Shiav/assee, Farmington
HHIs

Detaills: Free meal

Contact 243-477-1153, Ext 12

HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. firstTuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petitionand in-
tercession, hymns. Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
inthe vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or emai l Stacey
Badeen at shadeen”tbosm.com

MOMS

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) isaimed at mothers
of infantsthrough kindergart-
ners

Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Redford

Detaills: MOPS isa placewhere
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at313-937-3084
or Kristenat 734-542-0767

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which s
conducted inan informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks fol lows
Contact: Parish office at 734-
464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

St Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7a.m. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silentlyor
aloud together; prayer requests
welcomed.

Corttact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information

RECYCLING

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Sat-
urday of the month

Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details: Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use the
doors on east side of church.
Contact. Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

DetroitWor Id Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago.
Redford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group isdesigned for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.
Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve"s Fami ly Restaurant
Time/Date 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt. V4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details:Widowed men ofall
agesmay attend theWidowed
Friends Men"s breakfast. This i
an informal “peer" group where

RELIGION CALENDAR

men have an opportunity to
meet with others.
Contact 313-534-0399

SONG CIRCLE
Congregation BethAhm
Time/Date: Noon to 1230 p.m.
every Shabbat

Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Detaills: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans-
literationas well asthe original
Hebrew.

Contact 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net

SUPPORT

Apostolic Christian Church
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily

Location: 29667 Wentworth,
Livonia

Details: Adult day care program
atthe church*sWoodhaven
Retirement Community. Funding
available from TSA, AAA 1-C
Older Americans Act.

Contact: 734-261-9000;

www . woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

Connection Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton
Detaills: Celebrate Recovery isa
Christ-centered recovery for al
hurts, habitsand hang-ups.
Child care isavailable for free
Contact: Jonathan@Connec-
tionchurch. info or 248-787-5009
DetroitWor Id Outreach
Time/Date: 7-8:30p.m. Tuesday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford; Room 202

Details: Addiction No More
offers support for addictive
behavior problems

Contact 313-255-2222, Ext. 244
» Farmington HillsBaptist
Church

Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second
Tuesday of the month except
January, Julyand August
Location: 28301 Middlebelt.
between 12 Mileand 13 Mile in
Farmington Hills

Details: Western Oakland
Parkinson Support Group
Contact: 248-433-1011

» Merriman Road Baptist
Church

Time/Date: 1-3p.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: Metro Fibromyalgia
support group meets; donations
Contact: www.metrofibro-
group.com;or call Ruthann with
questions at 734-981-2519

» Fireside Church of God
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30p.m.
Monday-Friday

Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia

Details: Fireside Adult Day
Ministry activity-based program
for dependent adults, specializ-
ing indementia care. Not a
drop-in center

Contact: 734-855-4056 or
734-464-0990; www . Firesidecho-
g-org;or email to adm@fire-
sidechog.org

» St. Andrew"s Episcopal
Church

Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. Saturday
Location: 16360 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: A twice-monthly drop-
inFood Cupboard (nonperish-
able items) isavailable
Contact: 734-421-8451

» St. Thomas a" Becket
Church

Time/Date: Weigh-in is6:15-
6:55 p.m.; support group 7 p.m.
Thursday

Location: 555 S. Lilley, Canton
Details: Take Off Pounds Sen-
sibly

Contact: Margaret at 734-838-
0322

»Unity of Livonia
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday
Location: 28660 Five Mile,
between Middlebeltand Inkster,
Livonia

Details: Overeaters Anonymous
Contact: 248-559-7722;
www.oa.org for additional
information

» Ward Evangelical Presby-
terianChurch

Time/Date 6 p.m. dinner (op-
tional); 7 p.m. worship; 8 p.m.
small group discussion; 9 p.m.
Solid Rock Cafe (optional coffee/
desserts), Thursday

Location: 40000 Six Mile. North-
villeTownship

Details: Celebrate Recovery

helpsmen and women find
freedom from hurts, habitsand
hangups (addictive and com-
pulsive behaviors); child care is
free.

Contact Child care, 248-374-
7400; www.celebraterecovery-
.comand www.wardchurch.org/
celebrate

THRIFT STORE

St James Presbyterian
Location: 25350 W. Six Mile,
Redford

Contact 313-534-7730 for
additional information

Way of Life Christian Church
Time/Date: 2-3:30 p.m. third
Saturday from October through
May

Location: 9401 General Drive,
LilleyExecutive Plaza, Suite 100,
Plymouth

Details:Women " s fellowship is
designed forwomen witha
questionto know God more in
their lives.

Cortact: 734-637-7618

TOUR

Time/Date: 10:30a.m. tonoon
firstSunday of the month
Location: The Solanus Casey
Center, a Capuchin ministry, at
1780 Mount Elliott Detroit
Details: Led by Capuchin friar
Larry Webber, the director of
the Solanus Casey Center, the
tour focuses on the spirituality
and holiness of Father Solanus, a
humble Capuchin friar credited
with miraculous cures and
valued for hiswise and compas-
sionate counsel. No reservations
are needed, although the center
requests an advance phone cll
for groups of fiveor more. No
cost for the tour, although
donations are accepted.
Contact: 313-579-2100, Ext. 149;
www.solanuscenter.org

WORSHIP

» Adat Shalom Synagogue
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m.
and 9 p.m. Saturday; 7:30a.m.
and 8:30a.m. Sunday; and 6
p.m. weekdays

Location: 29901 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills

Cortact: 248-851-5100

» ChristOur Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 8:30a.m. and 11
a.m. services; 9:45 a.m. Sunday
school and youth and adult
Bible classes

Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, just north of 1-96, Livonia
Contact: 734-522-6830

» Congregation Bet Chave-
rim

Time/Date: Servicesare held 7
p.m. the third Friday of the
month

Location: At the shared fecil-
itiesof Cherry Hill United Meth-
odist Church, 321 S. Ridge,
Canton

Details: Reformed Jewish
Congregation with Rabbi Peter
Gluck and Cantorial soloist
Robin Liberatore

Corttact: www . Facebook.com/
betchaverim or email to be-
tchaverim@yahoo.com

» Due Season Christian
Church

Time/Date: 10a.m. Sunday,
with 7:15 p.m. Tuesday Bible
study

Location: Stevenson High
School on Six Mile, west of
Farmington Road, inLivonia
Details: Nondenominational,
multicultural, full gospel church
Services.

Contact: 248-960-8063 or visit
www.DueSeason.org

»Faith Community Presby-
terian Church

Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday
worship; 9 a.m. Bible study
Location: 44400 W. 10 Mile.
Novi

Details: Women®s group meets
12:30 p.m. third Thursday of the
month. Vacation Bible School
runsAug. 10-14

Contact: 248-349-2345; faith-
community-novi.org

» FaithCommunity Wesley-
an Church

Time/Date: Prayer service, 9
a.m., worship service, 11 a.m.,
Sunday school, 12:30 p.m.,
contemporary service, 1:30 p.m.,
Bible study, 6 p.m., Sundays
Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Contact: pastor Roger Wright
at 313-682-7491

» Garden CityPresbyterian
Church

Time/Date: Adult Bible study at
8:15 a.m.; traditional worship
service, youth Sunday school and

childcare at 10 a-m. Large print
order of service isavailable.
Refreshments inthe church
fellowship hall immediately
after service. Elevatorand
handicap parking

Location: Middlebelt one block
south of Ford Road

Contact 734-421-7620

b Good Hope Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 930 a.m. Sunday
school fol lowed by 10*30 a.m.
worship servicewithCommu -
nion each Sunday; Bible study 10
a.m. Wednesday

Location: 28580 Cherry Hill,
Garden City

Contact 734-427-3660

»Good Shepherd Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)
Time/Date: 8:45a.m. Sunday
school/adult Bible study; 10 a.m.
Sunday service

Location: 4145W. Nine Mile,
Novi

Contact Rev. Thomas E. Schroe-
der at 248-349-0565; GoodShep-
herdNovi.org

» Grace Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 8 a.m. traditional
Sunday serviceand 10:30a.m.
contemporary; Sunday school
and adultBible study at 9:15
a.m.

Location: 46001 Warren Road,
between Canton Center and
Beck, Canton Township
Contact 734-637-8160

» His Church Anglican
Time/Date: 7:45 a.m. at Trinity
and 10a.m. atMadonna Univer-
sity

Location: Trinity Church, 34500
Six Mile, Livonia, and Kresge Hall
on the Madonna University
campus, 36600 Schoolcraft,
Livonia

Contact: www.HisChurchAngli-
can.org;248-442-0HCA

» Holy Cross BEvangelical
Lutheran Church

Time/Date: 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Sunday; 9 a.m. Faith Forum; 10
a.m. Sunday school; 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday worship inthe
chapel.

Location: 30650 Six Mile, Livo-
nia

Contact: 734-427-1414

» Hosanna-Tabor Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 8:30a.m. and 11
a.m. Sunday

Location: 9600 Leverne, west of
Beech Daly, north offWest
Chicago Road, Redford
Contact: 313-937-2424

» InHisPresence Ministries
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday
Location: 26500 Grand River
Ave., Redford

Contact: 313-533-1956; detroi-
tinhispresence.org

» Nativity United Church of
Christ

Passages

CWimrto Mcmorlos KrmvmOcrirv”

Mow to reach us:

Time/Date 1lam. servicewith
Plumb LineChurch with the Rev.
JoAnn Bastien. Praise Group.
Sunday school and child care.
Coffee at 10:45 am. Traditional
Sunday worship serviceat2 pm.
with Bastien. No Sunday school
or child care. Coffee after the
service at 3 pm.

Location 9435 Henry Ruff Road
atWest Chicago Road, Livonia
Contact 734-421-5406

d New Beginnings United
Methodist Church
Time/Date: 1030 am. Sunday
Location: 16175 Delaware at
Puritan, Redford

Contact 313-255-6330

a New LifeCommunity
Church

Time/Date: 11am. Sunday
Location: 42200 Tyler, Belleville
Contact 734-846-4615 or
www.newlrfec
ommunitychurch4u.com

»Our Lady of Good Counsel
Roman CatholicChurch
Time/Date: 6:30a.m. and 8 a.m.
weekday Masses; 8 a.m. Sat-
urday Mass; 4 p.m. Saturday
Vigil Mass; 8 am., 10am., noon
and 5 p.m. Sunday Masses;
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment 7-8a.m. Monday-Friday;
Eucharistic Adoration, 9 a.m.
Monday through 3 p.m. Friday
inthe Day Chapel; Sacrament of
Reconciliation, startingat noon
Thursday and 2-3:45p.m. Sat-
urday or by appointment
Location: 47650 N. Territorial
Road, Plymouth Township
Contact: 734-453-0326

» Plymouth Baptist Church
Time/Date: 8:30a.m. and 10:45
a.m. Sunday

Location: 42021 Ann Arbor
Trail, west of Haggerty
Details: Both services feature
contemporary and traditional
worshipmusicand in-depth
Bible teaching. Full nursery and
preschool programs available at
both services.

Contact: 734-453-5534

» Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 8 a.m. and 11a.m.
Sundays, with an education hour
9:30-10:40a.m. Social hour
follows each service.

Location: 37775 Palmer, West-
land

Contact: 734-722-1735

» RiversidePark Church of
God

Time/Date: 5 p.m. every second
and fourth Sunday

Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia

Details: "Sunday Night Lights"
service designed foryounger
families; other servicesare 10
a.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. Wednes-
day.

Contact: 734-464-0990

View Online
www . homclownlHc.com

1-800-579-7355 = fax 313-496-4968 ewww.mklcathnotlces.com

Deadlines:

Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers

Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. forThursday papers
Holiday deadlines arc subject to change.

LUCAS.
ROSELLE IRMGARD
(nee KOHLER)

age 84. Bom in Germany July
31. 1931. resident of Farmington
Hills, suddenly and peacefully
passed away. Beloved wife of
the late Gunter Lucas. Loving
mother of Steven and Mark
(Yan) and grandmother of
Branden and Evan Dear sister of
Edda Bill. She will be missed
dearly by her family As per
Roselle’s wishes, cremation will
take place and a private
service held.
www.mccabefuneralhome.com

Your Invitation to Worship

For information

CATHOLIC

regarding this
directory please EVANGEL ICAL
cll CHURCHES OF PRESBYTERIAN

Janice Brandon

at 248-926-2204

or email

Jkbrandotrmichigan.coml
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MAXWELL, BETTY J.
Age 92 of Nonhville passed
away on December 1. 2015.
Loving wife of the late Jack

Simons, and the late Herbert
Beloved mother of Marlene
(John)  Birchmeier,  Donald

(Karen) Simons, the late Brian
Simons, and Roscanne Simons
Proud grandmother of Libby &
Lindsey Birchmeier. Dear fnend
of Patti (Mike) Cappuccitti and
Katie & Sarah. Memorial Serv-
ice Saturday. December 26. 2015
11:00 AM at Vecrmeulen-
Sajcwski Funeral Home. 46401
W. Ann Arbor Rd.. (btvn Shel-
don & Beck) Plymouth. The
family will gather for visitation
with friends Saturday. December
26.2015 10:00 A M - 11:00 AM.
Memorial contnbutions may be
made to Alzheimers Association
To share a memory, please visit
vermculenfuncralhomc.conm
Following the service a luncheon
to celebrate Betty's life will be
held at the Courthouse Crille.
41661 Plymouth Road.(Wcst of
Haggerty), Plymouth

ASSEMBLIES
OF GOD
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Teens bring
serial media
to lifeon stage
In Canton

ANITMALS

DETROIT Z0OO

Time/Date: 10a.m. to 4 p.m. through
March 1

Location: 1-696 service drive and
Woodward, Royal Oak

Details: Admission is$14 for adults
15-61, $10for senior citizens62 and
older, and for childrenages 2-14; chil-
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars
and vans is$5. Detroit Zoological Soci-
ety members get free admission and
parking

Contact: 248-541-5717

ARTS AND CRAFTS

THREE CITIESART CLUB
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Jan. 4

Location: Canton Township Hall, 1150
S. Canton Center Road, Canton
Details: Don and Kay Masini will
present a PowerPoint progranm called
Art Criticsand Surrealism. The event is
free

Contact: 313-231-3939; threecitiesart-
club.org

VILLAGE THEATER

Time/Date 10a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-
Friday and during public performances,
through Jan. 31

Location: 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton

Details: "Dream Creatures" isa mixed
media soloexhibition featuring the
works of Took Gallagher

Contact: 734/394-5300

FILM

PENN THEATRE

Time/Date: 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 26-27 and Jan. 2-3
Location: 760 Penniman, Plymouth
Detaills: The Martian, $3

Contact 734-453-0870;
www.penntheatre.com

REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date 8 p.m. Jan. 8 and 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. Jan. 9

Location :17360 Lahser, justnorth of
Grand River Avenue inDetroit
Details: Close Encountters of the Third
Kind. $6.

Contact 313-898-1481; redfordthea-
tre.com

HISTORY

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

Trme/Date 1-4p.m. Wednesday,
Friday-Sunday

Location 155 S. Main, Plymouth
Details Admission is$5 for adults. $2
for ages 6-17

Current exhibitA Red Ryder Christ-
mas Storydraws its inspiration from the
popular 1980smovie. A Christmas Story,
inwh en the main character, Ralphie,
longs for a Red Ryder BB gun for Christ-
mas. Red Ryder BB gurs were sold by
Daisy Manufacturing Company of

Sharon Dargay
Staffliriter

It shlynMcCann

/% willmake it
easy foryou
to “like” her
-A. performance

ina one-act play next month at

the Village Theater in Canton.
The 17-year-old Plymouth
High School senior will tackle
the role of Facebook during a
teen-driven production called
Social Mediation.

“Its kind of likean AA meet-
ing for social media,” said
McCann, explaining theplay’
plot. “She (Facebook) goes to the

meeting because she doesn’thave
any friends and she wants tomake

more friends.”

McCann isamong a handful of
castmembers who will portray
social networking websites in-
cluding Twitter, Instagram, Snap-

the play Saturday, Jan. 9.
TeenLab365 isthenew-
esttwisttoTLC Produc-
tions’biennial playwriting
and performing project,
Stagelab24. The two projects
culminate inpublic perfor-
mances, but their creative
processes are polar opposites.
The adults chosen to create
and stage 10-minute one-act plays
during StageLab24, will take their
works from page to stage in just
24 hours, Jan. 8-9.They’llwork in
collaborationwith a director who
will audition actors, cast the show
and stage thenew work.
Approximately 14 TeenLab365
members have worked together
since February under the leader-
ship of Kristen Heitmeier, local
actress and director. They Ve
brainstormed story ideas, shaped
ideas into a script, envisioned
costuming, talked about sound and
lighting, auditioned actors, cast
the show and are rehearsing Social
Mediation.

Teen production

Heitmeier, who acted at Stage-
Lab24 in 2014, its inaugural year,
approached TLC Productions with
her ideaofa “teen-drivenand
teen-centric show from start to
finish.”

“We were able to settleon a
teen version. I'm grateful toTLC
Productions for not only bringing
great original theater to the stage,
but for thisopportunity and for
being soopen minded,” she said.

“I loveworking with kids and
taking something, an idea, and
seeing itto fruition on the stage. |
thought, how neat would itbhe to
create an opportunity for kids
with different talents and inter-
ests in different parts of theater.
They could pick the area they love
or are interested in exploring fur-
ther.”

Although everyone brain-
stormed ideas for the play, a group
of designated writers turned those

OBSERVER &
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show, and discussed production
needs.

“It'svery much an ensemble
cast and crew,” said Heitmeier,
whose Northvillehome became
TeenlLab365 headquarters over the
pastyear. “I like to think that if
you do theater the rightway, it
should be a standard thatevery-
one feelspart of one collective
team.

Parent-friendly

Heitmeier calls Social Mediation
“relevant, clever and relatable to
everyone.” She said the writers
took care tomake sure all audi-
encemembers willunderstand the
play’ nuances.

“There isamessage at the end
that I think both kids and parents
will relate to.Somany of us are
focused on social media right
now,” she said.

McCann bounced a few charac-
ter ideas offher mother and in the
end decided toplay Facebook, a
social medianetwork with 1.55
billionmonthly active users, as
“excited” and eager tomake
friends.

“She isexcited tobe at the
meeting. She doesn’thave a lot of
friends and there are all these
people there,” said McCann, ex-
plaining that teens today tend to
spend more time on Twitter and
Instagram than Facebook.

“1 tend toplay evil characters.
Its fun to go with being excited.”
The publicperformances of

Stagelab24 and TeenLab365,
along with an original new work
by TLC Productions, startat8 p.m.
Jan. 9, on the main stage at the
Village Theater, 50400 Cherry Hill
Road, Canton. Tickets are $15. Call
734-394-5300 or visit tlcproduc-
tions.org.

sdargay@hometown/ife.com

chat, Tinder, Pinterest, Youlbbe,

and Facebook, when

project called TeenLab365 stages

a teen theater

GET OUT!

ideas into a script, finishing their
work insummer. The group audi-
tioned actors inOctober, cast the

eehlall E E

Irish music, old-time folk blend at The Ark

Sharon Dargay
StaffWriter

Irish tunes will combine
witha lumberjack song or
two and folk at the 19th annu-
al Crossroads Ceili, Dec.
26-27at The Ark inAnn Ar-
bor.

“This thisyear Im in-
troducing some American old
limey musicians,” saidMick
Gavin, aRedford resident
who coordinates the cele-
brationand plays fiddle in the
Crossroads Ceili Band. He
plans to include Ben Lutter-
moser and Rachel Pearson
from the local bluegrass
group, Behind the Times, in
the progranm this year. Lutter-
moser plays guitar, bass and
sings, and Pearson plays
fiddle. They both also play
bass and sing.

“We are good friends and
have been hanging out to-
gether and exchanging songs
and tunes. They are very
good musicians and very
folky. They play inDetroit
and at Blackthorn (Pub) in
Holly. They play all over.”

Alsonew thisyear isRan-
dy Gosa of Milwakee, Wise.,
who isa friend of Gavinson,
Sean, and amember of the
group, Myserk. Gosa will

Plymouth
Contact: 734-455-8940

LIGHTS

WAYNE COUNTY LIGHTFEST
Time/Date: 7-10p.m. Monday-Thursday
and 6-10p.m. Friday-Sunday. through
Dec 31. Closed Dec 25

Location Enter at Hines Drive and
Merriman inWestland and exit near
Telegraph inDearborn Heights
Details: Drive-through lightshow
features nearly 50 lighted displays. Fee
is$5 per vehicle

Contact parks.waynecounty.com;
734-251-1990

WILD LIGHTS

Time/Date 530-9 p.m. Dec 21-23and
26-31

Location: 1-6% service drive and
Woodward Ave,, Royal Oak

Details: Admission isS9 inadvance and
$11 at the gate for ages 2 and older.
Parking %6 per car. Features illuminat-
ed sculptures, holiday entertainment

SUBMITTED
Rachel Pearson and Ben
Luttermoser of Behind the Times
will perform at the 19th annual
Crossroads Ceili inAnn Arbor.

perform Irish tunes with the
Crossroads Ceili Band, al-
though Gavin also hopes he’ll
also sing a lumberjack song-

“He has a recording of
songs of the lumberjacks in
the lumber camps from years
ago inMichigan and Minneso-
ta. He plays banjo, guitar and
bouzouki and also sings,”
Gavin said.

Gosa collaborated with
Brian Miller, a musician from
Minnesota, on The Falling of

and activities, ice carving and artsand
crafts. Buy ticketsonline at detroit-
zoo.org/events/wild-lights

Contact: 248-541-5717

MUSIC

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY
OF DETROIT

Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16
Location: Seligman Performing Arts
Center, located at Lahser and 13 Mile, in
Beverly Hills

Details: The Shanghai Quartet per-
forms contemporary Chinese works as
well as classical Western piecesand
music from the film Raise the Red
Lantemn. Tickets are $32-$64 general
admission and $16-$32 for students

Contact: CMSDetroit.org

CHAMBER SOLOISTS
Time/Date 4:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10
Location: St John Lutheran Church,
23225 Gill, Farmington Hills

Details Suren Bagratuni. Aaron Berof-
sky and Pauline Martin will perform.

Randy Gosa will join the
Crossroads Ceili Band for its
annual two-day concert atThe
Ark inAnn Arbor.

the Pine, a recording of songs
and dance tunes from lumber
camp bunkhouses throughout
the Great Lakes.

“Hopefully we llget him to
do a song,” Gavin said.

Returning favorites, in
addition to Sean Gavin, flutist
and uillean piper, are Cross-
roads members, Mick Gavin’s
son Michael Gavin, Colleen
Shanks, Kelsey Lutz and
Mick Gavin. The MacLeod
and Rankin families will play

Single ticketsare $30. Students, under
25, with identification pay $10
Contact ChamberSoloistsDetroit.org;
586-944-5353

TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE
Time/Date: Most shows start at 8 p.m.,
doors open at 7:30 p.m.

Location: 38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia
Details: Empty Chair Night featuring
Annie and Rod Capps, Joel Palmer and a
special guest, Jan. 3, Joel Mabus and
Ray Kamalay, Jan. 9. Most tickets $15,
and $12 for subscribers. Only cash and
checks accepted

Contact: 734-464-6302 for additional
information

SPECIAL EVENTS

CIRCUS

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31
Location: Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
50400 Cherry Hill Road, Canton

Details: Detroit Greus performs aerial
anticson fabricand trapeze, firedanc-
ing and eating, stiftwalking and stilt

Scottish music from Cape
Breton Island, Nova Scotia.
Championship Irishstep
dancers also will perform.

Tickets are $15 with a
dinner show combination for
$25 available from the Ark,
316 S. Main, Ann Arbor, or
from Conor O Neill's, the
Irish restaurant next door to
the Ark. Dinner/show combo
must be purchased inad-
vance. Doors open at7 p.m.,
and the show startsat 7:30
p.m. For more information
call Gavin at 313 537-3489 or
the Ark at 734-761-1800.

Mark your calendar for
Jan. 23 when Gavin and his
fellowmusicians present
square dancing at the Gaelic
League inDetroit.

“We have anew spinoffon
our music and our dancing,”
Gavin said. “We Ve formed
the Detroit Square Dancing
Society. We e crossing tradi-
tional American square dance
with Irish step dancing.
Eventually, we want to have
square dancing one amonth.
I see a great future for this.”

Gavin said the suggested
donation will be $10,although
he won tturnanyone away
because of the cost.

“Ifall you can throw is $5
into the bucket, that’ fine.”

acrobatics. Ticketsare $20
Contact: cantonvil lagetheater.org

Hayrides, sleigh rides

Time/Date noon-4 p.m. Dec 26and 27
Location: Kensington Metropark Farm
Center, Milford

Details: Rides are wheelchair accessible
and are pulled by a team of draft horses
or tractor. Cost is$5 per adult. $3 per
senior, 62 and over, and $3 for children,
3-12. Children 2 and under ride for free

Contact 810-227-8910

MAGIC ACT

Time/Date 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 26
Location Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
50400 Cherry Hill Road, Canton
Details: Aaron Radatz, LasVegas
magicianand a Michigan native, will
perform aone-man show of magic and
comedy with a holiday flavor. Tickets
are $18-$24

Contact 734-394-5300; carrtovilla-
getheaterorg
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Year’ resolutions, this is the
time of year where the holiday
and wel Iness seasons find
themselves on a collision

course. The key to fully enjoying both seasons is
finding treats that balance great taste with nutri-

tional value.

Hazelnuts, which are widely known as the cul-
prit behind the irresistible flavor of chocolate ha-
zelnut spreads, are one way to consciously enjoy
the season. Rich invitamins and dietary fiber,
and naturally cholesterol and gluten free, hazel-

CHOCOLATE HAZELNUT
BANANA BREAD WITH
HAZELNUT CRUMBLE

Serves; 12

Prep tine: 30minutes

Cook tie: 60 minutes
Bread:

2 cupsflour

\teaspoon baking soda
V2 teaspoon salt

VFcup hutter, unsaltcd
1cup sugar

2eggs

1V.cups bananas, mashed
1lteaspoon vanillaextract
MVicup milk

V.cup chocolate hazelnut spread

Crumble
1 cup hazelnuts, toasted and roughly
chopped

ttcup sugar
VFcup flour

VFteaspoon st
\ktteaspoon cinnamon
Yicup hutter, unsalted

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

Spray 9-by-5-inch loaf pan with nonstick

spray.

Inamedium bowl, whisk together flour,
baking soda and salt.

In a separate large bowl, cream sugar and
butter together. Add eggs, one ata time,
beating well after each egg isadded. Add
mashed bananas, milk and vanillaand beat
until well combined. Add flour mixture, beat at
low speed just until flour isincorporated. Don’t
over mix.

Ina small microwave safe bowl, add hazel-
nut-chocolate spread and heat for 15 seconds.
Stir to evenly mix heated spread Add lcup of
the banana bread batter to the warmed
spread and stiruntil well mixed

Spoon spread mixture alternately with plain
banana bread batter into the prepared loaf
pan. Swirl batters together with a knife.

Bake 50 to 60 minutes Cool inpan for at

least 15 minutes and then remove loaf from
pan and placeon a wire rack to cool complete-

grurble:

Put the toasted hazelnuts and sugar ina
food processor and pulse until the nuts are
well chopped, but not overlyso Add the flour,
salt, and cinnamon and pulse again, to mix.
Remove the lidand scatter the butter over
the dry ingredients Pulse until the mixture
resembles medium-fine crumbs

Empty the crumbs into a large bowl and rub
them between your fingers tomake large
buttery crumbs Refngerate until needed

ROASTED BEET SALAD WITH
HAZELNUTS AND RICOTTA
SALATA

Senes: 8

Prep time: 45 minutes

Cook tine: 45minutes

5V:pounds bests, roasted

1Micups oliveail

6 clovesgarlic

1cup hazelnuts, roasted and chopped
Yicup lemon juice

1shallotdiced

1 teaspoon Di jon mustard

8 ounces arugula

4 ounces riootta salata, shaved

Saltand pepper

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.

In a large roasting pan, toss the beetswith
Yecup of the oil and the garlicand thyme;
season with saltand pepper. Cover tightly
with foil and roast for about 1 hour and 15
minutes, until the beets are tender. Let cool,
then peel the beets and cut them into differ-
ent sized wedges, chunks and slices
Meanwhile, spread the hazelnuts ina pie
plate and bake for about 12 minutes, until
fragrant. Transfer the nuts to a kitchen towel
and let cool slightly, then rub them together
in the towel to remove the skins. Coarsely
chop the nuts.

Inamedium bowl, whisk the lemon juice
wi'th the shallot and mustard and let stand for
10 minutes. Gradually whisk in the remaining
1cup of oliveoil and season the dressing with
saltand pepper.

Ina large bowl, tossthe beetswith half of
the dressing and season with salt and pepper.
Arrange the beets on a platter and sprinkle
the chives and hazelnuts on top. Scatter
shaved goat cheese over the salad and serve,
passing the additional dressing and cheese at
the table.
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hazelnuts
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nuts can amplify a variety of foods and flavors
for an indulgence-meets-nutritious experience.

The finest hazelnuts are grown inthe lush
fields along the Black Sea coast of Turkey, where
the optimal climate of the region produces hazel-
nuts that have a creamy, buttery flavor and

crunchy texture.

Turkish hazelnuts add extra vitamins and fi-
ber to recipes, creating nutritious but indulgent
snacks, desserts, sides and entrees.

Find more hazelnut inspiration at hazelnuts-

fromturkey.com.

- Courtesy ofFami ly Features

HAZELNUT CHOCOLATE
ENERGY BARS

Senes: 15

1cup dates

Yacup cocoa powder
Viteaspoon salt

i cup hazelnut butter

\*cup honey

1 cup hazelnuts, toasted
1Yicups rolled cats

Yicup semisweet chocolate chips

Place dates in food processor and mix until
small bitsremain and form ball. Add cocoa
powder and saltand process.

Heat hazelnut butter and honey until

warm. Pour intofood processor along with
remaining ingredients. Pulse until well mixed.
Transfer to lightly greased and foil-lined
9-by-9-inch pan. Using spatula, pack mixture

into tight square. Freeze to set for 15 minutes.

Remove and cut into 15 bars. Store inairtight
container or bag in fridge to keep fresh, or in
freezer for longer term storage.

MUSHROOM SOUP WITH

SMOKEY HAZELNUT BRITTLE
Senes: 12

Prep time: 15minutes

Cook time: 30 minutes

Britte:

1 cup sugar

2 tablespoons water

1teaspoon com syrup

Yicup hazelnuts, toasted
Yiteaspoon smoked flaky skt
Miteaspoon smoked, spicy paprika

Soup:

3 tablespoons olive ail

Yicup shallots, minced

4 garlicclowes, minced

2 pounds mushrooms, mixed, sliced

Saltand freshlyground black pepper

Yi cup hazelnuts, toastedand roughly
chopped

6 cups stodk, chicken or vegetable

Micup heavy cream

\*teaspoon Worcestershire sauce

Chopped parsley

Hazelnutail

Make the brittle: Line a baking sheet with

parchment paper. Mix sugar, water and corn

syrup inamedium saucepan. Bring to a bhoil

and cook, without stirringand brushing down

the sides ifcrystals form, until itturnsa gold-

en brown Stir inthe hazelnuts, saltand papri-

ka and pour onto the baking sheet. Let cool

and break up into coarse pieces.

Make the soup: Heat the oil ina large

saucepan over medium heat. Add the shallots

and garlicand cook until softened, about 3

minutes. Add the mushrooms, season with salt

and pepper and cook until softened, about 5

minutes longer. Remove lcup and reserve for

garnish. Add the hazelnutsand wine and

simmer until wine has reduced by half, about

5 minutes. Stir inthe broth and bring to a boil.

Simmer 15 minutes, then puree very well with

an immersion blender Stir inthe cream and

season with Worcestershire and additional

saltand pepper To serve, ladle intobowls and

top with small pieces of brittle, reserved

mushrooms, chopped parsleyand a drizzle of

hazelnut oil.
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