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TAKING LIFE’S 
NEXT STEP

S en io rs  e a rn  th e ir  d ip lo m as a t  g ra d u a tio n  ce rem o n y

Sunday m arked Dr. Michael M eissen’s 
first com m encement as superintendent of 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools as 
he w atched Canton, Salem and Plymouth 
seniors earn the ir diplomas during the 
annual graduation cerem ony a t E astern 
M ichigan University.

As the longest-serving m em ber of the 
d is tric t’s Board of Education, it was board 
P resident Judy  M ardigian’s  last.

And both w ere inspired w itnessing the 
graduates of the d is tric t’s th ree high 
schools ea rn  the ir diplomas and take that 
next biggest step in the ir lives.

“It was wonderful, b ut it was so b itter­
sweet,” said M ardigian, who won’t seek

re-election to the seat she’s held for 18 
years. “The m em ories of all the y ears and 
the speeches and the k id s .... The happiest 
days a s a school board m em ber a re  seeing 
the kids a t one of the m ajor turning points 
in the ir  lives. I ’m really  going to miss 
that."

Meissen, ju st finishing his f irs t y ear at 
the helm of the s ta te ’s fourth-largest dis­
tric t, called the experience “awesome.”

“As an educator, it’s really  rew arding to 
see the accom plishm ents of our students," 
said Meissen, who com es from  a  fam ily of 
educators. “We have s tudents who are  
really  w ell-prepared by our teachers, by 
the community and by the ir paren ts.”

Drake Marquan Jordan celebrates on stage.
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Major outlet mall 
coming to Canton

By Brad Kadrich

Shoppers tired  of d riving to 
A uburn Hills or B irch Run to 
find a good outlet mall will 
have the ir problem s solved in 
the  nex t 24 months or so if 
plans made by a Baltimore- 
based developer go through.

Paragon Outlet Pa rtners  is 
scheduled to b reak  ground 
next spring  on a 357,000- 
square-foot outlet mall that 
could fea tu re  a s  many as 100 
sto res and open by sum m er 
2016.

Paragon’s developm ent 
would join o the r outlet malls 
in the  region, including l i n ­
g e r Outlets in Howell, Birch 
Run Prem ium  Outlets in Birch 
Run and G reat Lakes Crossing 
O utlets in A uburn Hills.

K risten Thom as, Canton’s 
economic developm ent man­
ager, said township officials 
believe an outlet mall in Can­
ton could give the  same sort of 
boost to  the  a re a  a s  did IKEA 
when it opened in June  2006.

"The kinds of re ta ile rs  they 
a t t r a c t ... we don’t have any of 
tha t in the  area," said Thomas, 
who pointed out tenan ts in 
some of Paragon’s  other maUs 
include b rands such as Tom­
m y Hilfiger, Nike and Calvin 
Klein. " It would be  a regional 
draw, ju s t as IKEA is."

Thom as said the  outlet 
mall, which would be located 
on the  south side o f Ford Road 
betw een Lotz and the  1-275 
interchange, would be good
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for other businesses in the

"People would b e  coming 
from  all ove r the  area,” she 
said. "People might spend the 
n ight here , they’ll stay  for 
dinner, they might do some 
m ore shopping along Ford 
Road. We have so m any visi­
to rs to  the  area  because  of 
IKEA and the  sports cen te r on 
M ichigan Avenue, it  c reates a 
g rea t synergy. Not only did 
more visito rs com e, it brought 
more re ta ile rs  who hoped to 
build off the  draw  of IKEA.”

Aaron O’Maley, the  general 
m anager a t G uitar Center on 
Ford Road near the site w here 
the  mall will be built, agreed 
w ith Thomas.

“M ore (custom er) traffic  in 
the  area  would be welcome,” 
O'M aley said. "A destination 
spot like tha t is going to bring 
m ore foot traffic  fo r (busi­
nesses) to in te rac t with."

The kitchen m anager a t

See MALL. Page A2

Canton board adopts 
equal rights rules

In a  crow d-rousing, histor­
ic  decision R iesday night, 
Canton becam e the 35th m u­
nicipality  in M ichigan to 
adopt an anti-discrim ination 
ordinance hailed a s  a m ajor 
victory by the  lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
com m unity and its sup­
porters.

A crow d of hum an righ ts 
advocates packed a Canton 
Tbwnship Board of Trustees 
session, relaying personal 
sto ries and convincing elected 
officials not to sta ll th e ir vote 
or w ait fo r action out of Lan­
sing.

Trustee Steven Sneideman, 
the  seven-m em ber board's 
lone Dem ocrat, d rew  m ajority  
support from  his Republican

colleagues to  help protect 
LGBT righ ts in housing, the 
w orkplace and public accom ­
modations. H e said gays can 
be fired  sim ply because of 
th e ir  sexual orientation.

“It's  not right,"  said Sneide­
man, who brought the  ordi­
nance forw ard.

O n e  'n o '  v o t e
T rustee Tom Yack cast the 

lone d issenting vote, saying 
the sta te  should take  the  lead 
ra th e r  than local governm ents 
who lack the  expertise  to 
investigate complaints. No 
one in the  audience Riesday 
spoke against the  ordinance, 
though suppo rte rs say  opposi­
tion still could surface.

Som m er Foster, a  Canton 
resident, lib ra ry  tru s te e  and

See EQUAL. Page A2
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District votes to privatize custodians
O ver the  pro tes ts of 

dozens of of employees 
and supporters urging 
them  not to do so -  and 
despite cautionary tales 
from  s ta ffe rs  who’ve 
worked with the p rivate  
f irm  it  was hiring -  Ply- 
m outh-Canton’s  Board of 
Education voted Tuesday 
to privatize the  dis tric t’s 
custodial services.

In a 5-2 vote, the  board 
ag reed  to  hire G rand 
Rapids Building Ser­
v ices, Inc., to  perform  
custodial serv ices begin­
ning w ith the  2014-15 
school year. The deal is 
fo r th ree  years, with 
m utual options for two 
m ore  years.

Brodie Killian, the 
d is tric t’s deputy superin­
tendent fo r business and 
operations, said the  dis­
tr ic t should save  some 
$600,000 o r  $700,000 in 
the  f irs t year of the  con-

GRBS w as chosen 
from  a lis t of four final­
ists, th ree  of which are  
h eadquartered  in M ichi­
gan. The fourth  was a 
Chicago-based firm .

The deal effectively

puts the  d istric t's  68 
custodians out of work, 
many of them  before 
they could becom e vest­
ed in th e  re tirem en t plan.

“We recognize this 
a ffec ts  many people 
who’ve  been a part of our 
organization for many 
years,” Killian told board 
m em bers.

K illian said a f te r  the 
m eeting tha t cu rren t 
custodians would be 
given "firs t c rack” a t 
jobs with GRBS. H e said 
the  contract will actually 
employ m ore custodians 
than the  d istric t has been 
able to provide. H e said 
the  d istric t expects the 
coverage-per-square-foot 
fo r each custodian should 
drop and GRBS should 
provide som e 30,000 
m ore man-hours, the 
equivalent o f nearly  11 
full-time-equivalent posi-

“We made su re  our 
scope of serv ices were 
ve ry  c lear,” K illian said.

T hat didn’t m ake the 
d istric t's  custodians any 
happier. Many of them  -  
dozens all told in the  last 
couple of m onths -  spoke 
to the  board  during  the 
citizen com m ents p a rt of 
the  m eeting agenda

about the  dedication and 
sacrifices custodians 
have made, including 
reducing  staff, giving 
back $1 million and 17 
unpaid furlough days the 
la st tw o years.

Jon Stam per, a  third- 
generation support sta ff­
e r  in the  distric t, urged 
board  m em bers to  find a 
d ifferen t way to  save 
money.

“F o r over 50 years, my 
fam ily has se rved  as 
fam iliar faces to  the 
adm in istra tors, students 
and faculty  of these 
schools,” Stam per said. 
“Behind me is a  room of 
fam iliar faces who arrive  
every  day w ith the 
charge  of looking a fte r  
the  security  and well­
being of the  environm ent 
w here th is  com m unity’s  
nex t generation grows.”

Board Presiden t Judy 
M ardigian and Secre tary  
Kim Crouch voted 
against the  contract.

“I t’s not ju s t about 
finances, it’s about kids,” 
Crouch said. “It’s not ju st 
about who’s  teaching 
them , it’s  about who's 
working in our buildings. 
I t ’s easy  to say  (custodi­
ans) a re n 't in the  class­
room, bu t they’re  a  really
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Plymouth-Canton custodians and supporters staged a quiet rally Tuesday night outside 
the district's board offices on Harvey, shortly before the Board of Education voted to 
privatize their jobs.

c ritica l pa rt. You can’t 
outsource family.”

O ther tru stees  blamed 
the  d is tric t’s  financial ills 
on Lansing, saying the 
s ta te  has failed  to  pro­
vide adequate  funding, 
especially  for Plymouth- 
Canton schools. Trustee

Sheila Paton pointed out 
neighboring d istric ts 
such a s  Livonia, North- 
ville and Van Buren all 
ge t m ore funding than 
Plymouth-Canton.

“I don’t understand 
why a kid in N orthville is 
w orth m ore than  a kid in

Plymouth-Canton,” Paton 
said. “I don’t w ant to vote 
for (privatization), but 
I’m  going to vote for it. I 
don’t feel I have any 
o ther choices.”

Rendering of
the proposed

MALL
Continued from Page A1

H ayden’s, also located 
near the  po tential mall 
site, said the outle t mall 
“will be grea t.”

“I t  will bring  more 
value to  this side of 1-275, 
w here th e re ’s  less shop­
ping,” said D itto, who 
runs the  restau ran t’s 
kitchen. “I th ink  our 
volum es will increase, 
especially  a t lunch tim e, 
w hen people a re  doing 
the ir shopping.”

N icholas King, a prin ­
cipal w ith Paragon, said

the  com pany is "excited 
about Canton” and be­
lieves the  m etro  D etroit 
m arke t can  handle -  even 
needs -  ano ther outlet 
center.

Paragon, he pointed 
out, has been “successful 
developing outlet cen­
te rs” fo r more than 20 
years , including its  most 
recen t one in Minneapo­
lis, Minn. H e said the 
com pany is  in  th e  devel­
opm ental stage  righ t now 
and is "in the  process” of 
speaking w ith potential 
tenants.

In  fact, he said, he’ll be 
in Canton today to meet 
w ith prospective  tenants.

O b s e r v e r

HOW  TO REACH US

"We try  to  d ifferen­
tia te  ourselves from  the 
existing  reta il offerings 
in the  m arket,” King said. 
“We try  to  b ring  a unique 
tenant mix, some prod­
ucts and some brands 
th a t a re n ’t  in the  area.”

Thom as said Canton 
officials m e t with Para­
gon a t a  Las Vegas con­
vention la st month. She 
said th e  development 
com es a t a good tim e, 
even for the  traffic-chal­
lenged Ford Road/I-275 
area. The tow nship re­
cently  received  som e $5 
million for paving Lotz 
out to Cherry Hill and 
ano ther $1.8 million for 
im provem ents to  the
I-275/Ford interchange.

“The nice thing is it’s 
east of 1-275 and most of 
the  ( traffic) problem s are  
w est o f 1-275,” Thomas 
said.

King said Paragon has 
a lready  sta rted  looking at 
tra ffic  issues and doesn’t 
think th e re  will be addi­
tional problem s rela ted 
to  the  outle t mall.

“We’ll do full traffic  
s tud ies and work with 
m unicipalities and the 
s ta te  and local highw ay 
folks to  make su re  it 
functions fo r us and for 
everybody e lse,” King 
said. "We’ve looked a t it 
a lready  and we don’t 
an ticipate  any problem s.”

EQUAL
Continued from Page A1

d irec tor of political 
advocacy for Equality 
M ichigan, p raised  the 
township board’s deci­
sion.

“I am  overjoyed that 
m y com m unity decided 
to lead and show the 
s ta te  of Michigan that 
w e need to  p ro tec t all 
citizens,” Foster said.

The boa rd’s  vote 
m arked a departu re  
from  its plan to  delay a 
vote possibly un til Janu ­
a ry  to give the  sta te  
tim e to add ress the  is­
sue. Canton's vote, 
which cam e a fte r  Trus­
tee Pat Williams called 
fo r a  requ ired  second 
reading, m akes it illegal 
to discrim inate based on 
sexual orientation, gen­
de r identity, m arital 
status, HIV sta tus, race, 
color, religion, sex, age, 
height, weight, national 
origin, condition of 
pregnancy, source  of 
income, fam ily responsi­
bilities and physical or 
m ental lim itations. Ad­
vocates say m ost of 
those  a lready  a re  cov­
ered  by sta te  or federa l

T ina Terrill said  she 
cam e out as a lesbian a t 
age 48. She said she 
chose to live in Canton 
15 years  ago because of 
its diversity. She plead­
ed w ith the board not to 
delay its vote.

"We need ii 
said.

Y o u th  v o ic e
Scott G reen, a  15- 

year-old student a t the 
Plymouth-Canton Edu­
cational Park, said the 
board should send a 
m essage against dis­
crim ination.

“I t will send a  pe r­
sonal message to every 
single student, every
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single family, tha t this is 
a  conversation tha t 
needs to be had,” Green 
said.

Canton residen t Joe 
Mason said he  support­
ed the  LGBT crowd 
because, as an African 
American, he recalled 
th e  fea r of discrim i­
nation his grandfather 
faced decades ago in 
Mississippi.

“Send a message loud 
and clear," Mason said.

J ay  Kaplan, an Amer­
ican Civil Liberties 
Union sta ff  a tto rney  for 
M ichigan’s LGBT Pro­
jec t, said a growing 
num ber o f companies 
a re  supportive of human 
r igh ts legislation. He 
said the  board’s  vote 
would show  th a t "Can­
ton values diversity.”

The Rev. Bryan 
Smith, pastor of Geneva 
P resbyterian  Church in 
Canton, said the  church 
board supported  a  Can­
ton equal righ ts ordi­
nance tha t would reflect 
the values of Dr. M artin 
L uther King Jr. Sm ith 
urged  the  board T\ies- 
day to  p ro tec t people 
who live and work in 
Canton “sta rting  to­
night.”

M ark Bonekowski, a 
Farm ington Hills re s i­
dent and gay Repub­

lican, said he believes 
p residen ts such as Ron­
ald Reagan would be  on 
board  to  fu rth e r LGBT 
rights: “The tim e is 
now.”

U nder the  ordinance, 
people who believe they 
have faced discrim i­
nation can  contact town­
ship officials, who could 
try  to help the  two sides 
reach  a  conciliatory 
agreem ent. If  tha t fails, 
the  township could po­
tentially  issue a citation 
for a  civil in fraction, 
w ith possible fines for 
confirm ed acts  of dis­
crim ination. Officials 
indicated TUesday much 
o f the  work could fall on 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy.

A fter the  meeting, 
LaJoy called the  board’s 
vote "the righ t deci­
sion."

K ate Borninski, trea ­
su rer of Plymouth-Can­
ton PFLAG (Parents, 
Fam ilies and F riends of 
L esbians and Gays), 
agreed.

“I think the board 
w as very  brave,” she 
said. “It was a coura­
geous thing they did, but 
it was needed. I t sends a 
m essage tha t the  board 
supports all people.”
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Phil LaJoy talks to the group about the impact on business of Personal Property Tax 
reform, photos by biu bresler | staff photographer

Voters get GOP view 
on state, local issues

By M att Jachm an

V oters got a Repub­
lican  perspective  on 
m ajor issues -  from  
W ayne County's budget 
w oes to  the  possibility of 
a  regional w ater author­
ity  to  sta te  funding for 
roads and schools -  Mon­
day evening in Canton 
Tbwnship.

About 80 people 
packed the  m eeting room 
a t the  tow nship adm ini­
stra tion  building to  hear 
e lection-year briefings 
from  local and sta te  offi­
cials on issues they  face 
as M ichigan's August 
prim ary  approaches.

The condition of the 
s ta te 's roads -  and find­
ing money to im prove 
them -  took cen te r stage.

" I ’ve been pre tty  pas­
sionate about finding a 
way to fix  our roads 
w ithout raising taxes,” 
said sta te  Sen. Patrick 
Colbeck, R-Canton, one 
of th e  panelists.

Joining Colbeck for 
the  p resen ta tion  were 
county Com missioner 
Shannon Price, R-Canton; 
Canton Supervisor Phil 
LaJoy; and Plymouth- 
Canton Community 
Schools T rustee Mike 
Maloney. Both Colbeck 
and P rice  rep resen t Ply­
mouth and Plymouth 
Tbwnship, a s  well as 
Canton.

T h in k d i f f e r e n t
Colbeck said he  is 

against a  proposed one- 
cen t increase in the  sta te  
sa les tax  -  which would 
annually  raise  an esti­
m ated $1.2 billion, the 
am ount Gov. R ick Snyder 
has called fo r in addition­
al road  funding -  and is 
looking for alternatives 
to the  cu rren t system , 
both in operations and 
revenue generation.

Those would include, 
Colbeck said, cost-saving 
effic iencies in the  M ichi­
gan D epartm ent of 
Transportation, roads 
th a t a re  bu ilt to  last long­
e r  and a re  less costly to 
m aintain and program s 
for generating  revenue 
such as rest-stop conces­
sions, highway billboards 
and  the  sale of naming 
rights.

"Let’s look a t a differ­
en t w ay of doing things,” 
Colbeck said.

P rice  also addressed  
road  conditions, listing 
several local im prove­
m ent p ro jec ts  planned 
for th is  year and beyond, 
including:

» W idening Cherry 
Hill to  th ree  lanes be­
tw een Canton Center and 
Beck, in 2015.

» W idening Beck to 
th ree  lanes betw een 
W arren and Ann Arbor 
Tbail, in 2015.

» A new  tra ffic  signal 
a t Beck and Saltz, in

Sen. Pat Colbeck talks about public school funding.

2014.
» U pgrading portions 

of Lilley in Plymouth 
(betw een Main and Ann 
A rbor Trail) and Canton 
(betw een W arren and 
Joy), in 2015 o r  2016.

D W SD  f u t u r e
Price  also spoke o f  the 

possibility of turning 
over the  D etroit Water 
and Sew erage D epart­
m ent to a  regional au­
thority, fo r a price, which 
is p a rt of a  b roader plan 
to help D etroit em erge 
from  bankruptcy. The 
plan, which has spurred  
push-back from  some 
suburban leaders, is in 
court-ordered mediation; 
P rice  said D etroit's em er­
gency m anager, Kevyn 
Orr, is also considering 
selling the  departm ent to 
a  p rivate  entity.

P rice  said suburban 
leaders a re  seeking de­
partm ent da ta  th a t will 
help them  m ake a  deci­
sion and w ant to make 
su re  th a t fu ture  ra te  
increases can  be capped.

“I f  w e can 't cap in­
creases  a t 4 percent, it’s 
a  bad deal and we don’t 
w ant it,” Price  said.

Price  also addressed  
the  issue of the  county’s 
budget deficit, which, he 
said, was a t $175 million 
as of last Sept. 30 and on 
a  course  to  increase  by 
$30 million this fiscal 
year.

However, Price  said, a 
m ulti-faceted deficit 
elim ination plan could 
resu lt in a small surplus 
by  the  end of 2015.

Price  said the  decline 
in p roperty  values that 
cam e with the  G reat 
Recession can be blamed 
for m uch of the  county’s 
deficit. Some $120 mil­
lion in tax  revenue was 
lost, he said, while the 
county made budget cuts 
totaling $90 million. 
"We’ve got to find that 
e x tra  $30 million," he 
said.

N u m b e r s  g a m e
Maloney, the  schools 

trustee, and Colbeck also 
took up the issue of pub­
lic education funding, 
w ith Colbeck saying an

accounting change -  the 
s ta te  putting m ore mon­
ey into its education 
re tirem en t fund so  that 
d istric ts would have to 
add lesser am ounts to 
tha t fund -  and the  dry­
ing up of federal stim u­
lus dollars a fte r  th ree  
years contributed to a 
perception tha t schools 
w ere getting less money.

"You cannot say  that 
we haven’t made educa­
tion funding a  priority ,” 
Colbeck said.

Colbeck and Maloney 
also blam ed declining 
enrollm ent in the  Ply- 
mouth-Canton d istric t 
fo r some of the  funding 
loss. The dis tric t had 
18,974 students during 
the  2008-09 school year 
and about 17,794 cu rren t­
ly, according to num bers 
provided by Colbeck. 
D eclining b irth ra te s  and 
com petition from  charter  
schools have led to the 
loss, Maloney said.

Maloney said the  dis­
tr ic t m ust still cu t $6 
million from  its 2014-15 
budget before  the budget 
is finalized a t the  end of 
the m onth and tha t it  is 
on an  unsustainable 
spending path. “Things 
are  going in the wrong 
direction," Maloney said.

H e advocated closing 
m ore schools (“It’s got to 
happen," he said), selling 
property  the  distric t 
won’t need and no t mov­
ing to a full schools of 
choice enrollm ent model. 
H e also said the  d istric t 
has been hiring too many 
adm inistra to rs of la te 
and should pu t more 
em phasis on keeping 
class sizes a s  sm all as

County Commissioner Shannon Price speaks about county issues, including the Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department. At le ft Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy.

Father's Day Gifts
For Every Type of D ad

It 's  T im e to  R e th in k  t h e  G arage!
Introducing GLADIATOR GARAGEW ORKS
A c o m p le te  line o f prem ium  quality  p ro d u cts  built to  

tran sfo rm , o rg an ize  an d  e n h a n ce  th e  g a ra g e .

S to p  in t o d a y  
and  see  o ur new

Showroom
G arage!

R o o m  P a c k a g e s  a n d  
K its  a v a i l a b l e  f o r :

G a r a g e  •  B a s e m e n t
E n try w ay  •  H o m e  O ffic e
L au n d ry  R o o m  •  P a n try

M aytag J e tc le a n ®  P lu s D ishw asher 
w ith  ToughScrub™  option

mdb8949sbm  NOW $49 9  (reg. $799)

M aytag 5 .8 c u .f t .  
C apacity  Gas Range 
w ith  17,000-BTU 
Speed  H eat™  B urner M l
$675  (reg . $949)

u
M aytag 2 .0  cu . ft. Over- 

the -R ange  M icrowave 
With 10-Y ear W arranty
Mmv4206bs NOW $260 

(reg. $369)

M aytag B o ttom -Freezer R efrigerator 
w ith  EcoC onserve®
M bf2258xew  NOW $89 9  (reg. $1299)

See our showroom now for Many More Maytag 
appliances with closeout pricing!

While Supplies Last!

A V E
S A V E

"We should have m ore 
teachers and  less chiefs,” 
he said.

Forum  organ izer Mi­
chael H ansel said an 
inform al group called the 
Canton Township Repub­
lican Caucus put togeth­
e r  the  m eeting w ith the 
a im  of in form ing voters. 
Another forum  is ten ta­
tively scheduled for 
some tim e in July.

t
co m fo rt

SAVE
T r r * *

w w i r  i" i f !
on Serta 

Mattressesjk Financing Available. See Store lor Details.
Smarter. Cooler. Better.

INVITATION TO SAVINGS

$
neceive up to 

1 0 0 0

W h a t’s C ooking

j r i i y i j : ___ .
I O d i J < & « u .

Learn to Make: Spinach Pesto, 
Watermelon Gatpacho, Egg Pasta, 

Sensational Salsa & Parmesan Crackers

Bill & Rod's
*  APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

u  *  a n  j . m .  £ ^ 0 3 9 .

K i * c t » e n A i c l '
FOR THE WAY IT'S MADE:

H onest and  dependable 
Since 1 9 6 3

15870  M idd lebelt Road
North o f Five M ile  •  L ivonia  

7 3 4 .4 2 5 .5 0 4 0
SA LES •  SER V IC E • PA RTS

B illA ndR odsA ppliance.com

n a
i t  ©
i  S



PUBLIC SAFETY ECCENTRIC MEDIA 

HOMETOWN

CA N T O N  CRIME WATCH
D iso r d e r ly  w o m a n

Canton police, a rrested  a 
20-year-old woman and cited 
h e r fo r being disorderly  fol­
lowing allegations she went 
into a medical facility on Hag­
g erty  south of Ford Road and 
w as dem anding medicine, a 
police repo rt said.

The incident happened 
shortly  a fte r  7 p.m. Monday 
a s  Canton police received a 
call about a woman causing a 
d isturbance.

T he suspect initially went 
into a radiology suite in the 
building, yelling and refusing 
to  leave, and then she went 
into a separate  u rgen t care 
facility, the  repo rt said.

T he woman a t one point 
th rea tened  to  re tr ieve  a weap­
on from  he r backpack, the 
police repo rt said, though 
none w as ever revealed. When 
police arrived , the  woman 
was try ing  to  get medication 
from  a pharm acy.

B a b y s it t in g  r u se
A 20-year-old Canton wom­

an notified police of a bizarre 
chain of events a fte r  she met 
a woman through  an online 
babysitting  w ebsite, a  police 
report said.

The woman told police 
Sunday she had arranged

babysitting  services fo r a 
w oman who was moving to 
Canton. She said it was agreed  
th e  woman would send a 
check for $2,775, some of 
w hich would be used to  buy a 
w heelchair fo r a  child.

The Canton woman re­
ceived the  check, deposited it 
into he r c re d it union account 
only to  receive  notification 
tha t the check w as w ritten 
from  an account tha t had been 
closed. In  the  meantim e, the 
Canton woman had a $10 fee 
charged  to he r account. That 
is the  only money she is be­
lieved to have lost.

T he police report indicated 
the  envelope the  Canton wom­
an had received w as from  
Phoenix, Ariz.

N e ig h b o r s  t u s s l e
Police w ere investigating 

an incident on McKinley, 
sou theast of Cherry Hill and 
Ridge roads, a fte r  receiving 
repo rts  o f  a  tussle betw een 
neighbors around 10 p.m. 
Friday, a police repo rt said.

A 64-year-old m an told 
police he cam e home from  
d inner and his home smelled 
of sm oke because  a next-door 
neighbor had s ta rted  what 
w as described  in a police 
repo rt as a  "recrea tion  fire."

The man advised the  neigh­

b o r o f the  situation, prom pt­
ing the  neighbor -  a  43-year- 
old woman -  to  come over and 
try  to en ter his house to  have 
an apparen t discussion with 
his wife, the  repo rt said.

The man stopped the  wom­
an a t the  back porch and they 
got into a  scuffle, resulting in 
a  chair  being knocked over 
and the  m an’s  T-shirt being 
tom , the  repo rt said. The man, 
described as intoxicated, also 
was accused  of knocking the 
woman to  th e  ground.

L arcen y  fr o m  car
A 24-year-old Inkster wom­

an told police someone broke 
through  a  plastic re a r  window 
of he r c ar while it  was parked 
Sunday afternoon in the  42000 
block of Ford Road, east of 
Lilley. She said the intruder 
took he r wallet, $15 in cash 
and a  pack of c igarettes.

J e e p  v a n d a liz e d
A 62-year-old man told 

police someone carved  an "X” 
into the re a r  qua rte r  panel of 
his 2014 Jeep  while it was 
p a rked  in his drivew ay on 
Saratoga, southeast of W arren 
and Lilley, a  police report 
said. T here w ere no imm edi­
a te  suspects in the  incident.

-  By Darrell Clem

Man sent to prison after 
accosting woman in Canton

A Romulus m an has been 
slapped w ith a  p rison sentence 
of th ree  to  10 years a fte r  he 
pleaded guilty to  one of two 
counts of fourth-degree crim i­
nal sexual con- _____
duct following 
charges he sexu­
a lly  accosted two 
women a t Canton 
re ta il stores.

C hristopher 
N eil K night, 20, 
was im prisoned Knight 
Friday by Wayne 
County C ircuit Judge Jam es 
Callahan because the  Canton 
incident, w hich occurred  in 
April, am ounted to  a parole 
violation for an unrela ted  lar­
ceny case  from  2011, a  court 
c lerk  said.

Knight received an addi­
tional two years  of probation 
for the  fourth-degree CSC 
charge.

Callahan’s ruling cam e a fte r 
Knight in late May pleaded 
guilty to one of two charges 
involving allegations he sexu­
a lly  accosted women a t retail 
stores along Ford Road, Can­

ton’s  key reta il corridor. His 
p lea averted  a  trial.

Canton police initially a r ­
rested  Knight on charges he 
grabbed a woman by the  but­
tocks inside the  J.C. Penney 
s to re  on Sheldon east of Ford 
and pushed he r before fleeing 
the  s to re  the  afternoon of Sun­
day, April 20. Within an hour, 
authorities said a  second wom­
an was accosted as she  walked 
to h e r ca r outside the  nearby 
Kohl’s  store.

Canton D eputy Police Chief 
D ebra Newsome said Knight 
w as arrested  a fte r  he then 
retu rned  to the  J.C. Penney 
store, w here he tussled with 
employees before  police a r ­
rived and took him into custo­
dy.

Even before  his sentence 
Friday, Knight had been re ­
m anded to ja il by Callahan 
a fte r  he missed a court hear­
ing and was taken  back into 
custody.

Knight pleaded guilty to  one 
count of fourth-degree CSC in 
re tu rn  for the  second charge 
being dismissed.

PLYM OUTH CRIME WATCH
S h o p l if t in g  a r r e s t

A 37-year-old Canton Town­
ship m an was a rre s ted  the 
afternoon of June  3, following 
a foot chase, in the shoplifting 
of g roceries and personal care  
item s from  the  K roger on Ann 
A rbor Road a t Sheldon.

Police w ere  called a fte r  a 
K roger security  w orker con­
fron ted  the  m an as he left the 
s to re  and the  m an ran  through  
the  park ing  lot, dropping 
item s th a t had apparently  
been  taken  from  the  store, 
accord ing  to a  Plym outh 
Township Police D epartm ent 
report.

A nother security  gua rd  and 
a  Plym outh officer, in addition 
to  tow nship officers, joined

the  search  for the  man, who 
had crossed  Sheldon. The Ply­
m outh officer confronted the 
suspect in a residen tia l a rea  
east of Sheldon, stopping him 
by th rea ten ing  to  use a  Thser, 
and the  m an w as arrested , 
police said.

Police found a  lea the r jack­
e t, described  as the  one w orn 
by the  shoplifter, in the  left- 
tu rn  lane on Sheldon; con­
cealed  in it  w ere  a  sirloin 
s teak, packages of tuna  fish 
and cat food and beau ty  prod­
ucts from  Kroger.

TWo days later, police re ­
covered  o the r item s from  the 
y a rd  of a house on Brookline, 
n ear w here the  suspect was 
stopped; a m an th e re  said he 
had found them  while doing

yard  work.
One of the  secu rity  guards 

told police he had seen the  
suspect in the  sto re  take  a 
con tainer of skin c ream  from  
its box and conceal it before 
leaving, paying only fo r two 
cans of potato ships.

K m a rt s h o p l i f t in g
A nother shoplifting a rre s t 

took place Ju n e  3 a t the  K m art 
on Ann A rbor Road. The sus­
pect, a  17-year-old, also from  
Canton, was released  on bond 
the  nex t day w ith a c itation for 
third -degree  reta il fraud.

Police said the  teen  was 
a rre s ted  a fte r  a s to re  security  
w orker confronted him  out­
side the  s to re  shortly  before  2 
p.m . and police w ere called.

The security  guard  told police 
he had w atched via a  video 
system  a s  th e  teen  concealed 
sto re  m erchandise  in a purse; 
he w as found c arry ing  hats, a 
pa ir of flip-flops, beau ty  prod­
ucts, a  razor, a package of 
underw ear and m ore, police 
said.

D iso r d e r ly
A m an th rea tened  a  sto re  

c lerk  and ended up sm ashing 
his phone June  2 a t a party  
s to re  on Five Mile near Beck. 
No one was hurt.

T he incident took place ju st 
a fte r  7 p .m. a t th e  C igar and 
Liquor Emporium, a police 
repo rt said.

The c lerk  told police the 
m an walked in enticing him  to

fight, saying, “You w ant to  go 
outside?” H e said he  recog­
nized the  m an from  a  previous 
incident in w hich he did not 
have enough money to  buy 
beer.

The c lerk  called 9-1-1, he 
said, bu t w hen th e  man walked 
up to  him , he dropped the 
phone. The m an picked it up, 
w alked outside and th rew  it on 
the  ground, sm ashing it, the 
repo rt said. H e left in an older 
gray  vehicle, and police w ere 
called.

Police sa id  sto re  surveil­
lance video confirm ed the 
incident occurred  as the  c lerk 
described.

-  By Matt Jachman

Join Us This June for 
F a t h e r ’s  D a y  &  F u n

■  at Independence Village

k.

Independence Village of Plymouth
14707  N o r th v il le  R o a d , P ly m o u th , Ml 4 8 1 7 0  

7 3 4 -4 5 3 -2 6 0 0

R ock A ro u n d  th e  C lock
W e d n e s d a y ,  J u n e  II | 1 :30 p m

G rease your hair and grab your leather jacket. Put on 
your saddle shoes and poodle  skirt. It's tim e to  join us 

for a 50's-style sock hop with en terta inm ent provided by 
"The D ance DJ’s.” Soda shop favorites will b e  served.

F a th e r ’s Day C e le b ra tio n
F riday , J u n e  13 | 1 :30 p m

join us to  celebrate Father’s Day a little bit early as we 
honor dads with great music, great food and a very special 

surprise. You won't want to  miss this exciting event!

E sta te  P lanning & A sse t 
P ro te c t io n  W o rk sh o p

T u e s d a y , J u n e  2 4  | 6 :3 0  p m  -  8 :3 0  p m

Elder Law A ttorney Nicole W ipp  will show  you 
th e  simplest, sm artest path to  planning for your 
family, p rotecting your assets. G e t info on the  
V eteran’s Improved pension benefit as well. 

Light refreshm ents will b e  served. 

P resented by: Family & Aging Law C enter

F a th e r ’s  D a y  B r u n c h  
a t  A ll C o m m u n itie s

F a th e r ’s Day B runch
S u nday , J u n e  15 

W h ite  Lake: 11:30 a m  -  2:30  pm  
P lym ou th : 12:30 p m  -  2 :00  pm

Enjoy a  delicious b ru n ch  p re p a re d  
especially fo r y o u r  family by o u r  
e x p e r t  c h e f  a n d  culinary team .

S hare  a m eal.
S ha re  a m em ory .

S hare  a laugh.
C e le b ra te  dad  to g e th e r  w ith  us.

A d u lts  $17.00 
C h ild re n  12 and  u n d e r  $13.00 

C h ild re n  u n d e r  4  e a t  fre e

Independence Village of W hite  Lake
9 3 5  U n io n  L ak e  R o a d , W h i t e  L ake , Ml 48386 

2 4 8 -3 6 0 -7 2 3 5

T as te  o f  Italy
W e d n e s d a y , J u n e  4  |  12 :0 0  p m

T hat's Amore! C om e and enjoy an afternoon Italian 
style. Experience delicious Italian food and listen to  
th e  song stylings o f Mario Messina as he sings som e 

o f  D ean Martin's m ost popular songs. 

Presented by: Mario Messina

F a th e r ’s Day C e le b ra tio n
T h u rs d a y , J u n e  12 | 1 :30 p m

C elebra te  Father’s  Day a little bit early with the  
amazing sounds o f  The Paint C reek Boys A nd Fiddler.

Nashville N ights
T u e s d a y , J u n e  2 4  | 6 :0 0  p m

Pull on your boots and grab your cowboy h a t  It’s tim e to  
join us fo r som e foot stomping music and en tertainm ent 
with th e  very talen ted  Nashville stage perform er Mark 

Edwards. Light refreshm ents will also be served. 

P resented by: Mark Edwards

PLEASE RSVP THREE DAYS BEFORE TH E EVENT

t = j  6

In d e p e n d e n c e  
Village



W-W to maintain program s in new budget year
District finances starting to 

stabilize after lean years
By Sue Mason

Staff Writer

The bottom  line is beg in­
ning to  im prove in  the  Wayne- 
W estland Com m unity Schools, 
w hich will con tinue  to o ffe r a 
fu ll p rog ram  of cho ices fo r 
stu d en ts  in 2014-15.

As opposed to  prev ious 
budget years , w hen the  d is­
tr ic t has used a s  m uch a s  $6 
million o f  its  fund equ ity  to 
cover expenses, th is  new 
y e a r’s  d raw  will be  ju s t over 
$400,000.

And th a t am ount could be 
e ra sed , if  Gov. Rick Synder 
g ives h is b lessing  to  a State 
School A id Act th a t would 
in c rease  th e  m inim um  foun­
dation g ran t by  $175 p e r  pupil 
fo r W ayne-W estland, as op­
posed to  h is p roposed $111.

“We knew  we w ould have a

s tru c tu ra l defic it in 2013-14, 
b u t come out of it in 2014-15," 
said J im  Larson-Shidler, the  
d is tric t's  deputy su p e rin ten ­
dent fo r a dm in is tra tive  and 
business serv ices. “We should 
com e ou t w ith a balance  of 
$4.7 million. The fund equity  
is p re tty  low, bu t th is  is 
w here  we believe  the  d is tric t 
will tu rn  the  corner."

Larson-Shidler is p ro jec t­
ing revenues of $504.0 million 
w ith expenditures o f  $504.4 
million for f isca l 2014-15. A 
bulk of the  money — a n  es ti­
m ated $82.8 million — will be 
in sta te  school aid, p ro jec ted  
to  increase  to  a t least $7,187 
p e r student.

H e also  an tic ipate s  $7 m il­
lion in s ta te  money to help 
pay fo r em ployee r e ti re m en t 
costs. The s ta te  has capped 
the  am ount d is tr ic ts  pay a t 
approx im ate ly  25 p e rcen t of 
payroll. The m oney will help 
cover the  d ifferen c e  betw een 
the  cap and  the  ac tua l r a te  of

33.99 p e rcen t fo r 2014-15.
T he new  budget also pro­

jec ts :
» A loss o f 50 studen ts. The 

am ount re f le c ts  the  p leasan t 
su rp rise  in th e  2013-14 school 
y e a r  w hen an expec ted  loss of 
250 stu d en ts  tu rn ed  into a 
six -student gain.

» A continu ing  decline in 
local p ro p e rty  tax  revenue; 
how ever, the  3.1-percent drop 
is fa r  less than  la st y e a r’s 
8 -percen t reduction . As a 
re su l t, the  d is tr ic t an tic ipates  
receiv ing  $15.5 m illion in 
local revenue  in f isca l 2014- 
15.

A nother indication  th a t the 
w orst is behind th e  d is tric t is 
the  de linquen t p roperty  tax  
revenue. L arson-Shidler 
pegged  th a t am ount a t a round 
$30,000.

T he decline in p roperty  
va lues a lso  will have an e ffec t 
in the  d is tr ic t’s deb t levy, 
w hich will inc rease  to 5.46 
m ills, up from  th e  c u rren t

5.26 m ills. The sink ing  fund 
levy  will rem ain  a t 0.9922 
mills.

“W ith the  refunding  of the 
bonds tak ing  e ffec t nex t year 
and p ro p e rty  values leveling 
o ff  o r  going up, w e should see 
th a t m illage go down next 
year," L arson-Shid ler said.

» A loss of f ive  s ta f f  posi­
tions in th e  new  school year. 
T he d is tr ic t is  losing 18 teach ­
e rs  due to  re tire m en t and 
L arson-Shidler expec ts m ost 
of th e  11 te ac h ers  who a re  
being  laid  off will be recalled  
fo r the  2014-15 school year.

» An inc rease  in health  
c are  of 3 p e rcen t w ith  hard  
cap costs pa id  by em ployees 
inc reas ing  to  $5,857 fo r single 
coverage , $12,250 fo r a new 
tw o-person coverage  and 
$15,975 fo r fam ily  coverage .

The se v e rity  o f la s t w in te r 
saw  th e  d is tr ic t’s utilities 
com e in $600,000 o v e r budget 
and $300,000 over h isto rical 
highs. As a re su l t, a  tw o-year

av erage  is  being used in the 
new  budget, L arson-Shidler 
said.

D istric t S uperin tendent 
G reg  B aracy  acknow ledged 
th a t e ra sin g  th e  d is tric t's  
s tru c tu ra l defic it cam e w ith 
the  help  of em ployee conces­
sions and cost containm ent. 
W ith the  help of s ta te  law ­
m ak ers  like Rep. R obert Ko- 
sow ski, the  d is tr ic t is ge tting 
c lo ser to th e  regain ing  its 
W ayne-W estland language.

“W ith $860,000 (m ore in 
per-pupil funding) nex t year, 
w e m ight be ab le  to  add to our 
ba lance," B aracy  said. " I ’m 
rea lly  g ra te fu l fo r Bob Ko- 
sow ski’s  e ffo rts  on ou r behalf. 
H e w as ab le  to  w ork acro ss  
the  a is le  and  get ou r language 
back in th e  school a id  bill th a t 
w ent to  th e  co n fe rence  com ­
m ittee . T h a t’s the  f i r s t  tim e  in 
severa l years."

smason@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @SusanMarieMason

A degree -  and life -  worth having
Disability doesn’t 

keep woman from 

making the grade

Angela Long is a typ­
ical college graduate.
She se t a goal fo r herse lf 
and w ent a fte r  it  while 
continuing to  w ork up to 
35 hours a week a t the 
K roger sto re  on Ford 
Road in Westland.

She did it fo r a reason. 
She w anted to prove 
those people w rong who 
had told he r she  would 
never go to college. It 
w asn 't easy. With one or 
two classes a  sem ester, it 
took 12 years  to complete 
h e r studies a t School­
c ra ft College. In the case 
o f  one m ath class, she 
finally passed  it a fte r  
tak ing  it  four tim es.

"I tu rned  tha t around 
and said, ’Yes, I can ' and 
I think I did tha t,"  the 
31-year-old Long said. “I 
have a  liberal a rts  de­
gree . I ’m  relieved and so 
overw helm ed a t the 
sam e tim e."

T he accom plishm ent 
is  a ll the  m ore special fo r 
Long, who w as bom  
D own’s syndrom e, bu t 
she  hasn’t let tha t ge t in 
the  way o f  living he r life 
to  the  fullest.

“She's alw ays been 
p re tty  independen t... 
respectfu lly  indepen­
dent," he r m other Linda 
said. “I never thought 
about how long it  would 
take. She loves school 
and I w as thrilled she 
w anted to go to college."

'N o  id e a '
Long's accom plish­

m ent flies in the  face  of 
doctors who told her 
m other w hen she was 
bora  not to  ge t attached 
to her. She was told he r 
daughter would never 
walk o r  talk  and tha t she 
should ju s t pu t h e r away.

“I didn 't know any­
thing was w rong with 
her,” Long said. “W hen 
the doctor asked  if  I 
noticed anything differ­
en t and I said no, I was 
told, T think she’s mon- 
goloid.’ I  had no idea."

A fter that, no one 
would talk  to  Linda Long 
and they  wouldn’t bring 
h e r daughter to her. H er 
doctor w asn 't there  for 
the  delivery and never 
cam e to  see  her. H e had 
never delivered a  spe- 
cial-needs baby.

H er  husband Je ff  
couldn’t be th e re  and 
“the  two of us were 
alone." B ut it  was some­
thing h e r fa the r said that 
tu rned  the  tide. H e asked 
his daughter if  his new 
granddaughter had 10 
fingers and 10 toes and 
told he r if  she  does, then 
take  he r home and love 
her.

"I felt OK, if  he said 
tha t then  I should do 
w hat he said," Linda 
Long said. “All we had to 
rely  on w as our faith. It 
h asn 't been easy, bu t at 
graduation I thanked her 
fo r tak ing  us on this 
adventure.”

The Longs trea ted  
the ir daughter as normal 
a s  possible and had nor­
mal expectations. All 
they  ever asked  was she 
do things to the  best of 
he r abilities. They set 
" standards and didn’t 
m ake allow ances,” Linda 
Long said.

In v o lv e d  in  s c h o o l
Long a ttended the 

W ayne-W estland schools

and graduated from  John 
Glenn High School in 
2002. She and he r m other 
adm it tha t school w as a 
challenge, but she  stuck 
to  it. She had som e chal­
lenges, som etim es with 
teachers, and h e r middle 
school peers  m ade it 
tough, bu t the jovial 
Long em braced high 
school, serving on the 
studen t council every  
year and as a  class rep­
resentative.

She enjoyed all of her 
classes a t Schoolcraft, 
especially English. For 
science, she w rote a 
paper about Down’s syn­
drom e and got an  A. It 
took outside in tervention 
to help get past her 
w eakest subject, busi­
ness m ath. I t helped 
having a fa the r who is a 
financial m anager, her 
m other said.

"I had a  h isto ry  class 
and had to  do a  paper,” 
Long said. “We w ere a t 
Disney and I did it  a t the 
last m inute. I got an A.”

H er accom plishm ent 
d idn 't go unnoticed by a 
f riend, Ashlee Baracy, 
who interview ed h e r fo r 
a  sto ry  for WDIV-TV 
(Channel 4). T he seg­
m ent has brought Long’s 
“fans to the  s to re” who 
tell h e r they  saw h e r on 
TV and tha t she is a  star. 
I t also has been sen t to

L iv o n ia  P ub lic  S chools  
O p e n in g  la p a n c s e  Im m e rs io n  M a g n e t P ro g ram  

To O m -O f -D is i r ic i  S lu d e m s
Livonia Public Schools is opening its Japanese Immersion Magnet 

program to Limited Schools o f Choice 105c for the 2014-15  school 
year. This program is geared toward elementary students looking 
for a speciali2ed learning experience in a Japanese/English dual 

immersion setting.

S e a ts  a r c  o p e n  10 s tu d e n ts  e n te r in g  K dg, 1st ,2 u d  , 3 rd  
o r  4 t l i  g r a d e  in  th e  2 0 1 4 - 1 5  s c h o o l ye a r .

SO s e a ts  in  K in d e rg a r te n ;  2 5  s c a ts  in  e a c h  g r a d e  l s t -4 th  

L im ited  R e g is tr a tio n  W in d o w : |u n c  10 -  |u n e  2 4 , 2 0 1 4

A pplica tions w ill be accep ted  a t IP S  B oard o f  Education  O ff ic e -  
P erso n n el D e p a rtm en t, lo ca ted  a t 151 2 5  Farm ington  Road, 

Livonia, M I 4 8 1 5 4  June 10, 2 0 1 4  a t  8  a.m .-June 2 4 , 2 0 1 4  a t  4  p.m .

NO LATE OR FAXED APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

All candidates must meet the stated minimum selection testing 
criteria in Japanese Language Proficiency.

For complete information on the application process, 
visit www.livoniapublicschools.org or 

contact Livonia Public Schools at 734-722-2522.

an international Down’s 
syndrom e association 
and has been seen  in 
Spain and China.

“I 'm  glad I  did it  and I 
got it done, bu t now what 
do I do next," Long said. 
"I m ight continue with 
college. M aybe I ’ll tran s­
fe r  to  a d ifferen t college. 
I’m  not sure, it m ight be 
a  university."

A n  in s p ir a t io n
She's also has become 

an inspiration to  others.
“One of he r co-work- 

e rs  told he r th a t she’s 
going back to college to 
take classes. ‘If  you can 
do it so can  I,”’ Linda 
Long said. "She’s very  
confident and she  be­
lieves in herse lf.”

Linda Long also would 
like the  doctor who deliv­
e red  h e r daughter to  see 
h e r today.

“I’d love the  doctor to 
see w hat she accom­
plished,” she said. “No 
one could have ever 
imagined the  life she has 
lived. At graduation, she 
told m e tha t ‘I think God 
brought me to this 
point.”’

Production company 
taking one-act scripts

TLC Productions is 
accepting sc rip ts  for 
the  2015 Canton One- 
A cts Festival, post­
m arked  no la ter than 
Aug. 31,2014.

The festival takes 
place Jan. 16-18,2015, at 
the  Village T hea te r at 
C herry Hill in Canton. 
TLC Productions is 
m ade up of Canton 
residen ts Tim Chanko, 
Linda Pohl and Christo­
p h e r  TVemblay.

“This festival b rings 
new  plays to the  Canton 
com m unity and Village 
T hea te r a t C herry  Hill 
stage," the trio  said. “As 
aspiring playw rights, 
we looked for o ther 
venues to subm it our 
one-act musicals, but 
there  w eren 't any near­
by groups organizing 
any com petitions or 
festivals.

“Since we have been 
afforded  the  opportuni­
ty  to presen t our new 
w orks a t The Village 
T heater, we w anted to 
provide a process, ven­
ue  and event to show­
case  other em erging 
playw rights of plays 
and m usicals a s  well as 
to aspiring d irec tors.”

TLC is looking for 
original plays no longer 
than 15 m inutes in 
length. Multiple sub­

m issions from  a  play­
w righ t a re  welcomed; 
however, no ch ild ren’s 
shows will be consid­
ered . For a lis t of com ­
plete guidelines and for 
inform ation on the 
judging  process, go to 
cantononeacts.com . The 
deadline fo r w orks is 
Aug. 31.

In October, TLC will 
p resen t dram atic  read­
ings of the  sem ifinal­
is ts’ scrip ts. Selected 
shows for the  One-Acts 
Festival will be an­
nounced online a t canto- 
noneacts.com  by Oct.
31. In October, there  
will be auditions fo r the 
se lec ted plays. P lay­
w rights can request to 
d irec t the ir  own show  if 
show  is se lec ted o r  TLC 
Productions will ap­
point a director. P re fe r­
ence will be given to 
a spiring directors.

TLC Productions will 
aw ard first-, second- 
and th ird-place aw ards 
based  on audience 
votes. The One-j\cts 
Festival is organized by 
TLC Productions and 
offered  in partnersh ip  
with The Village'Thea- 
te r  a t C herry Hill. For 
m ore information, con- 
tactinfo@ tlcproduc- 
tions.org orcantono- 
neacts.com .

G reat Lakes D ermatology

M i c h a e l  R . C o h e n , p . O .
Board Certified D erm atologist 

I Specializing In Diseases 
h> tfte Sk in , Hair & Nails 

Invites you to visit a n d  receive 
the  care you deserve.

• Skin Cancer • Eczema
• M oles • Warts
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss
• Acne B o to x  * Much More

Accepting New Patients • All Ages 
|Call for Appointment 248-324-2222  Evening appts. avallablej

UiW s M edical Office Centre, 39475  lew is  Drive, 
S u ite  150, Novi, M ichigan 48377

 ..... greatlaltesdemit$yalwo com_____

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
MEDICAL MARIHUANA ACT MORATORIUM ORDINANCE 
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 1016 -  Am endm ent 7

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE O F THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 
PLYMOUTH BY AMENDING ARTICLE 9: MEDICAL MARIHUANA ACT MORATORIUM 
OF CHAPTER VII: CRIMINAL CODE: TO EXTEND THE MEDICAL MARIHUANA ACT 
MORATORIUM; PROVIDING FOR APPEAL; PROVIDING FOR AN ADMINISTRATIVE 
HEARING AND RECOMMENDATION; PROVIDING FOR TOWNSHIP BOARD 
FINDINGS AND STATEMENT OF ACTION; PROVIDING FOR SERVICE; PROVIDING 
FOR REPEAL AND SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH ORDAINS: SECTION 1. MORATORIUM 
!\<MHtHIUANA ACT^USES^ F I ^ ^ N G ^ A PPEAL; ADMIMSTRATIVE

by the Ibwnship Board; setting a six (6) month moratorium on medical marihuana uses; an 
appeal, administrative appeal process and Township Board written findings and statement of 
action. SECTION 2. VIOLATION AND PENALTY. This section provides that any person or 
entity that violates any provision of this Ordinance may, upon conviction, be fined not more 
than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars or imprisoned not more than Ninety (90) days, or both, in 
the discretion of the court. SECTION 3. REPEAL. This section provides that all Ordinances 
or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to

that any unenforceable section can be severed from the rest of the Ordinance
SECTION 5. SAVINGS CLAUSE. This section provides that adoption of this Ordinance
does not affect proceedings, prosecutions for violation of law, penalties and matured rights and 
duties in effect before the effective date of this Ordinance.
SECTION 6. PUBLICATION. This section provides that the Clerk for the Charter Township 
of Plymouth shall cause this Ordinance to be published in the manner required by law. 
SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This section provides that this Ordinance shall take full 
force and effect upon publication. Copies of the complete text of this Ordinance are available at 
the office of the Charter Township of Plymouth, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan 
48170, during regular business hours.



P L Y M O U T H -C A N T O N  C O M M U N IT Y  CA LEN D A R
YOGA CLASSES
Date/Time: Tuesdays, June 10 
through July 22.10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Location: St. John Neumann 
Church. 44800 Warren, Canton 
Details: St. John Neumann 
offers yoga classes in a six-week 
package (except June 24). Cost is 
$42 for the six-week course or 
$10 as a walk-in.
Contact: For details, call Lauren 
Burtell at 313-671-7909. 
JEWELRY/HANDBAG 
SALE
Date/Time: Saturday, June 14,7

Location: Salvation Army thrift 
store, 43403 Joy Road, Canton 
Details: The Salvation Army 
Southeast Michigan Adult 
Rehabilitation Center hosts the 
second annual Jewelry and 
Handbag Sale. From freshwater 
pearl necklaces and rhinestone 
earrings to patent leather 
pumps and designer handbags, 
shoppers will find exceptional 
deals on classic accessories to 
create the choicest wardrobe. 
Additionally, guests can pick up 
$1 raffle tickets for a chance to 
win pairings of accessories from 
Charming Charlie and Gita and 
Ears. Winners will be selected 
post-event and notified by 
phone.
FLAG RETIREMENT
Date/Time: Saturday, June 14,2 
p-m..,
Location: VFW Post 6695,1426 
S. Mill, Plymouth 
Details: June 14 is Flag Day and 
VFW Pbst 6695 will host a flag 
retirement ceremony, assisted by 
Boy Scout Troop 1539. The public 
is invited to the 30-minute 
ceremony, at which organizers 
say the public can "learn more 
about our flag and how to 
properly retire it." Hot dogs, 
chips and pop will be provided 
following the ceremony. 
Contact: Call 734-459-6700 for 
more information.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Date/Time: Sunday, June 15,
7-11 a.m.
Location: Canton Plymouth 
Mettetal Airport, 8550 N, Lilley, 
Canton
Details: The EAA Chapter 113 
hosts its annual Father’s Day 
pancake breakfast. Bring the 
whole family for breakfast 
helicopter rides and static dis­
plays. Proceeds help fund the 
EAA 113 Aviation Scholarship 
Program. Free admission; break­
fast costs $6 for adults. $4 for

CRARERS NEEDED
Date/Time: Oct. 18 
Location: West Middle School,

Scholarship  w inner

Recent Canton High School graduate Amanda Glass of Canton is shown with her parents, 
Don and Kay Glass, both Plymouth-Canton teachers. Amanda Glass received the Gail 
Marshall Scholarship during June 1 worship a t Geneva Presbyterian Church in Canton. Bob 
Marshall and his family give the  scholarship to a deserving high school graduate in Gail's 
memory. Amanda will attend Bowling Green State University in Ohio this fall to  study 
digital arts.

44401W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ply­
mouth
Details: The Delta Kappa Gam­
ma Education Society hosts its 
annual juried Craft Show. Pro­
ceeds from the show provide 
scholarships for young people 
who are pursuing a career in 
education and mini-grants for 
educators in the district,
Contact: For more information, 
contact Debbie Cortellini at 
debcortellini®comcast.net or 
734-451-1525.
GHOSTS OF 
PLYMOUTH WALK 
Date/Time: Sunday, June 29. 7

Location: The walk circles 
Kellogg Park in downtown 
Plymouth and lasts about 90 
minutes. Participants should 
meet at the fountain in Kellogg

Details: Participants can meet 
and greet some of the characters 
from Plymouth's past during the 
Plymouth Historical Museum's 
"Ghosts of Plymouth" walk.
Hear the tales of early Plymouth 
from the characters themselves, 
such as Phil Markham (inventor 
of the Markham Air Rifle), his

mistress Blanche Shortman and 
his spurned wife Carrie, colorful 
physician Dr. Luther Peck and 
George Starkweather, the first 

..............  i  in Plymouth
re $10 pcTown

person ($5 for children under 1(. 
in advance or $15 ($10 for chil­
dren under 10) at the park and 
can be purchased at the mu­
seum's website using PayPal or 
at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum, 155 S. Main Street. 
Contact: Call 734-455-8940 for

BLOOD DRIVES
Dates/Times/locations:
i> Sunday, June 22, Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, 47650 N. Territo­
rial, Plymouth, 8 a.m. to 1:45

» Monday, June 23, VFW Post 
6695,1426 S. Mill, Plymouth, 
130-7:15 p.m.
» Wednesday, June 25, Friend­
ship Church, 1240 N. Beck, 
Canton, 1-6:45 p.m.
» Monday, June 30, Salem High 
School, 46181 Joy in Canton, 
3-8:45 p.m.

te rtam m en t

$

Enter to  w in free  tickets, 
concerts, m ovies, dinner, 
and m uch m ore.

Go to hometownlife.com 
and look in the D0NT MISS 
module or visit 
fb.com/OEhometown.

Contact: Donors can make 
appointments by calling 800- 
RED-CROSS or going to www.re- 
crossblood.org and enter search 
by zip code.
CRARERS WANTED
Date/Time: Sept. 5-7 
Location: Downtown Ply­
mouth's Fall Festival 
Details: The Plymouth Fall 
Festival has openings in the 
Craft Show. Applications are 
available on the Craft Show 
page at www.plymouthfallfes- 
tival.com. Deadline is June 30. 
Deadline for all other craft 
applications is July 15.
Contact: More information can 
be found on the web site or 
email Colleen Brown at craft- 
show®plymouthfallf estival.com.
GARDEN WALK
Date/Time: Tuesday, June 24,

Location: The walk features a 
variety of gardens, descriptions 
of which are located on the

Details: The 19th annual "Flow­
ers are Forever" garden walk in 
Plymouth includes gardens with 
a variety of features, as well as 
many ideas that can be adapted 
to your own garden. Compli­
mentary refreshments and a 
perennial sale will be at one of 
the gardens. Master gardeners 
will also be available. Tickets are 
$8 in advance, $10 the day of the 
walk, half-price for children 12 
and younger. The Trailwood 
Garden Club, a branch of the 
Woman's National Farm and 
Garden Association, is the 
sponsor. Tickets are available 
from members. Backyard Birds 
on Main Street Saxton's Garden 
Center on Ann Arbor Trail and 
Sideways on Forest 
Contact: Marilyn Detmer at 
734-454-4625.

Bills aim to 
streamline voting 

procedures for 
military personnel

A three-bill package 
tha t would increase  and 
pro tec t opportunities 
fo r m em bers of the 
m ilitary  to  participa te  
in local, sta te  and fede r­
al elections has been 
introduced by a local 
lawmaker.

State Rep. David 
Knezek, D -Dearborn 
H eights, joined state 
Rep. Sarah Roberts, 
D-St.

on mil­
ita ry 
voting.

Provisions of the 
package would allow 
service m em bers to 
reg is ter  to vote via 
electronic means; sub­
m it absen tee  ballots 
e lec tronically  when 
stationed overseas; and 
would requ ire  ballots 
tha t a re  postm arked by 
the  close o f  the  polls on 
Election Day and re ­
ceived before  the  certi­
fication of election 
resu lts  to be  counted 
tow ard the  final elec­
tion totals.

"Currently, ou r ser­
vice m em bers overseas 
m ust go through a te ­
dious and tim ely proc­
ess in order to  fulfill 
th e ir  m ost basic civic 
duty. I personally  expe­
rienced  this when I was 
serv ing  in Iraq  and 
tried  to vote," Knezek 
said. "My ballot never 
arrived  and I w asn’t 
able to  participa te  in 
the  election. Sadly, 
m ore than  100,000 
m em bers of the  mil­
ita ry  can  say the same 
from  tha t year."

By allowing overseas 
voters to subm it the ir  
ballots electronically, 
H ouse Bill 5635 would 
m ake M ichigan the 
23rd sta te  to allow for 
an absen tee  ballot to be 
re tu rned  electronically.

Fo r those who 
choose to re tu rn  the ir 
ballot by mail to the  
local clerk, H ouse Bill 
5634 am ends M ichigan 
Election Law to requ ire  
tha t if  the ballot is post­
m arked before  the  polls 
close on Election Day, it 
will be counted and 
tabulated for the  final

resu lts of th e  election.
House Bill 5633, 

sponsored by Roberts, 
c rea te s  a process for 
individuals to  subm it 
th e ir  vo ter regis tra tion 
electronically  on the 
Sec re tary  of State's 
website.

According to  a  study 
com pleted by Pew  Re­
search , m ilita ry  person­
nel who a re  stationed 
overseas and hope to 
participa te  in an elec­
tion in M ichigan m ust 
go through a process 
tha t takes no less than 
57 days.

"That would mean 
tha t a  serv ice  m em ber 
has to request the ir 
ballot in August, if  they 
w ant to  pa rticipa te  in 
the  N ovem ber e lec­
tion,” Knezek said. "In 
a  sta te  like New Mex­
ico, w here  electronic 
subm issions a re  accep t­
ed, the  process takes no 
more than eight days. 
M ichigan can  do b e tter  
and we know th e re ’s  a 
m odel out th e re  that 
w orks.”

All too often, service 
m em bers a re  disen­
franchised by the  proc­
ess to do som ething as 
basic  as voting for the  
commander-in-chief, 
Knezek said.

“This legislative 
package was designed 
to em pow er our men 
and women in the  mil­
ita ry  to  have a voice in 
th e ir  local, state, and 
federa l elections back 
home — to  exercise  the 
ve ry  righ ts th a t they 
a re  fighting to  protec t 
each and every  day,” he 
a d d e d .

Knezek serves as 
co-chair o f  the  House 
D em ocrats’ Veterans 
Services Thsk Force 
and has introduced 
num erous p ieces of 
legislation in an effort 
to m ake Michigan a 
m ore veteran-friendly 
sta te . Some of these 
proposals include 
granting veterans in­
s ta te  tuition ra te s  at 
public universities and 
com m unity colleges; 
p rotecting veterans 
who use psychiatric 
serv ice  dogs as a m eth­
od of trea ting  PTSD 
and TBI; and allowing 
businesses in Michigan 
to  adopt p referen tial 
h iring policies fo r ve t­
erans.

FEATURING:

Freedom Hill 
Concerts

•  Diana Ross-6 /13

•  The Temptations and 
Four Tops-6/21

•  Foreigner, Styx and 
Don Felder - 7/10

•  Willie Nelson and 
Alison Krauss & Union 
Station - 7/31

•  Beach Boys-8/10

•  Tony Bennett-8/15

•  Doobie Brothers - 8/27

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

CITY OF PLYMOUTH 

ORDINANCE #2014-05

Is hereby amended by adding the following described I

■ Accessory". "Habitable
Space," and “Occupiable:

Modify Article XXI

The entire ordinance is located in the City Clerk’s office for review of any interested persor



Canton graduate Hannan Haddad greets her aunt. Mervet It's a selfie times three for Maliha Ilyas Chuadhry. Feza AM 
Haddad. and Yasmine Abdeldayem.

u
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listening to  speeches, photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

SENIORS MOVE TO 
LIFE’S NEXT PHASE

The Class of 2014 a t Canton High School crossed the stage and took home that coveted diploma during commencement 
exercises Sunday at Eastern Michigan University. For the complete list of graduates and even more photos, please visit the 

Observer website at www.hometownlife.com.

Graduates must move quickly. The ceremony lasts just over an hour Seniors make their grand entrance

Happy Canton graduates Song to  Tradition," performed by P-CEP Combined Choirs

Principal Hal Heard III shows off his Superman socks that ,_________________________________________________
help remind him that he can do whatever needs to be Senior class speaker Shannon Perry address her classmates. Andyana Miller helps Isha Patel with a last-minute cap



Assistant Principal Allie Suffety congratulates Salem graduates, photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

T H E  N EX T

BIG STEP
TH E  CLASS OF 2014 a t  Salem  H igh 
School c ro ssed  th e  s ta g e  and  took 
hom e th a t co v e ted  d ip lom a d u ring  
com m en cem en t e x e rc ise s  Sunday 
a t E a s te rn  M ich igan  U n iversity . F o r th e  
com plete  l is t o f g ra d u a te s  an d  even  
m o re  photos, p lea se  v is it  th e  O bserver 
w e b site  a t  w w w .hom etow nlife.com . Salem graduates are seconds away from the  end of their high school experience

M

Graduates leave theEnter the arena and look around for family and friends.

Chineze Ekilisie Mbanugo gestures to  her family.



Tickets available for 388th Army Band Concert
By LeAnne Rogers

Patriotic m usic will be 
part of the  program  Sat­
urday, Ju ly  5, as the  338th 
Arm y Band perform s at 
the W ayne-Ford Civic 
League.

"Part of the band 
played a t the dedication 
of the (Veterans) M emori­
al Garden," said Ken 
Mehl o f the  Westland 
V eterans Association. 
“This is the f irs t tim e that 
I  know of w hen the full 
band will be here."

Tickets fo r the  Concert 
A mericana a re  free, but 
donations a re  suggested 
to  the  V eterans M emorial

G arden of Westland.
“T hey will do a  two- 

hour concert, I th ink that 
includes one break," Mehl 
said. “They will do p a tri­
otic songs. They will also 
p e rform  big band, the 
blues, maybe some coun­
try  and rock ’n’ roll."

A maxim um  of 500 
tickets will be  available 
for the  concert, w ith un­
assigned seating. The 
doors will open a t 6 p.m., 
w ith the  concert set to 
begin a t 7 p.m.

“Someone I talked to 
today w anted 20 tickets. 
T here  is no lim it on the 
num ber of tickets; w e just 
w ant people to use  the 
tickets," Mehl said.

Many people may have 
heard  the 338th Arm y 
Band perform  in other 
concerts, including its 
annual visit to Franken- 
muth during the ice festi­
val.

W ith a tab  of about 
$250,000, the  bulk of the 
cost fo r the  memorial 
garden is through fund­
ra isers  and donations.

Located behind the 
William P. Faust Public 
L ibrary, the memorial 
garden was dedicated 
Veterans Day 2013. The 
m em orial garden fea­
tu res coves with en­
graved m arkers contain­
ing inform ation about 
each w ar in which the

United States has been 
involved.

The 338th Arm y Band 
was originally form ed in 
1943 a t Camp Siebert, 
Ala., as p a rt o f a support 
group for Gen. G eorge 
Patton's 3rd A rm y in 
Europe. However, it was 
de-activated before  over­
seas deploym ent in 1945. 
The 338th was re-activat­
ed in 1952 as p a rt o f the 
U.S. 2nd Army.

The 338th is stationed 
in Livonia and a t the 83rd 
Infan try  Division Memo­
rial U.S. Arm y Reserve 
Center in Whitehall, Ohio. 
The band is currently  
made up of musicians 
from  Ohio, M ichigan and

parts of Kentucky. The Westland Veterans Asso-
range in age from  17 to  ciation. O r call 743-716-
50-plus years. 3432,743-604-6484 or

T ickets fo r the  concert 743-788-7753.
are  available a t the  West­
land City Clerk's Office, lrogers@hometownlife.com
Westland Lock and Key 313-222 5428
and from  m em bers of the  TMtter: @LRogersObsener

BUSINESSES PUSH FOR PROPOSAL 1
Supporters of August ballot issue 
want tax on equipment eliminated

Proposal 1 would elim ­
inate M ichigan's p e r­
sonal p roperty  ta x  if 
vo ters approve it in the 
Aug. 5 prim ary  election.

D espite how it is re ­
fe rre d  to, it is not a  tax  
on hom eow ners. The tax  
is levied only on M ichi­
gan businesses' equ ip­
m ent.

I t 's  also a ta x  th a t has 
been  criticized in some 
q u a rte rs  fo r hurting 
existing  businesses' 
ab ility  to  expand and the 
s ta te ’s ab ility  to a ttrac t 
new  businesses and new 
jobs.

P roposal 1 would p re ­
se rve  the  Legislature 's 
a lready  approved four- 
y e a r  personal p roperty  
ta x  phaseout and the 
exem ption given this 
y ear to businesses with 
le ss than  $80,000 in cash 
value.

I t  would also adopt a 
new  re im bursem ent 
form ula for th e  m unici­
palities tha t have long 
depended upon the  tax 
and give g rea te r finan­
cial support to  schools.

N one of tha t would 
happen, plus the  tax  
w ould stay  as it  is, if 
v o te rs  say  no.

Supporters acknow l­
edge the  issue isn’t the 
e asie st sell.

“T here  is confusion 
ou t the re ,” said Kelly 
Rossman-M cKinney, 
w hose Lansing-based 
agency, T ruscott Ross- 
man, is handling pub-

PROPOSAL1 
WORDING
Approval or disapproval 
of amendatory act to 
reduce state use tax and 
replace with a local 
community stabilization 
share to modernize the 
tax system and help 
small business grow and 
create jobs. The amen­
datory act adopted by 
the Legislature would:
1. Reduce the state use 
tax and replace with a 
local community stabili­
zation share of the tax 
for the purpose of mod­
ernizing the tax system 
to help small business 
grow and create jobs in 
Michigan.
2. Require Local Commu­
nity Stabilization Au­
thority to provide reve­
nue to local govern­
ments dedicated for 
local purposes, including 
police safety, fire protec­
tion and ambulance 
emergency services.
3. Increase portion of 
state use tax dedicated 
for aid to local school 
districts.
4. Prohibit Authority 
from increasing taxes.
5. Prohibit total use tax 
from exceeding constitu­
tional 6-percent limita-

I t would a lso  increase 
the  ded ica ted  ta x  reve ­
nue given to  schools. 

P u tting  th e  m easure

T he personal p roperty  the  L egislature  couldn't 
ta x  has long been a sore  have enacted  those kind 
point fo r la rg e  and sm all of changes on its own.
businesses. On the  o the r B ut the  decision to
hand, m unicipalities 
have said tha t elim inat­
ing it w ithout com ing up 
w ith  an a lterna tive  reve­
nue source  — a s  the

pu t it  be fo re  vo te rs  re­
ceived  overw helm ing 
b ipa rtisan  suppo rt in  the 
s ta te  H ouse and Senate.

T he M ichigan Munici-

o groups not alw ays ir
P roposal 1 a ttem p ts to  lockstep, have also given 

a nsw er both concerns by th e ir  support. So, too.
am ending the  M ichigan 
Use Tax, a no ther sta te  
tax, to provide money 
d irec tly  to  m unicipalities lice to  the  M ichigan 
for police, fire  and o the r Association of School
local services.

have a  host of other 
organizations, from  the  
F ra terna l O rder of Po-

B oards to  th e  M ichigan

Farm  Bureau.
Those and o the r or­

ganizations have come 
toge ther as M ichigan 
C itizens For Strong & 
Safe Com munities, the  
coalition supporting the 
proposal. 

R a m ific a t io n s  
l a r g e ly  u n k n o w n

Yet w ith less than  two 
m onths before  the  elec­
tion, the  issue’s  ram ­
ifications rem ain largely 
unknown to the public 
and even am ong some 
m em bers of the  state 
business community.

“I’ve spoken to  at 
least tw o of our big em ­
ployers and they  w ere 
unaw are  o f  it,” Howell 
A rea Cham ber of Com­
m erce  Presiden t Pat 
Convery said during  a 
roundtab le  discussion 
w ith O&E Media.

T hat’s  w hy suppo rte rs 
a re  busy m aking the 
rounds and they  m ight 
have no m ore  e loquent 
spokesm an than  Howell 
Police Chief G eorge 
Basar, past p residen t of 
the  M ichigan A ssocia­
tion of Chiefs of Police.

“This isn’t  a  tax  in­
crease . I t m akes busi­
nesses m ore com pet­
itive, assu res  local gov­
e rnm en t a secu re  stream  
of revenue and doesn’t 
cost hom eow ners any­
thing," said Basar, a 
Proposal 1 supporter.

The personal property  
tax  is levied in perpe tu ­
ity  against business 
equipm ent.

“I've talked to  one 
local business ow ner 
w hose com pany has been 
he re  70 years  and he ’s 
s till paying taxes on 
equipm ent tha t might 
have been th e re  that 
long,” G reater B righton 
A rea Cham ber of Com­
m erce  Presiden t and 
CEO Pam  McConeghy 
said. “M ichigan is the 
only sta te  th a t taxes 
businesses this way.”

M ichigan businesses 
have long claim ed the 
tax, which da tes  to  1893, 
is outmoded.

Among o the r sta te s  in 
the  G reat Lakes region, 
Illinois, N ew  York, M in­
nesota, Ohio, Pennsylva­
nia and W isconsin levy 
no such tax, while Ind i­
ana's tax  lessens as a 
business’ equipm ent 
ages.

(l STfk P e rso n a lized  H earin g  C are, Inc.
Audiology and Hearing Aids

D O  Y O U  H A V E  
R I N G I N G  IN  

Y O U R  E A R S ?

If so we can help!
Call our office today to 

schedule an appointment.

Dr. Kanssa Jagacki,
udioloeisl

Dr. Jagacki 2013 South  Lyon H erald
2011 W estland Business P eople's C hoice

Person o f  the  Year A w ard  Winner

W e s tla n d
35337 West Warren Road 

734-467-5100

Sou th  Lyon
321 Pettibone Street, Suite 105 

248-437-5505

nalizedhearingcare.cc

“W hen (G reat Lakes) 
businesses a re  looking 
for a place to expand, it 
m ight not be Texas or 
California, bu t it m ight 
be Illinois, it m igh t be 
W isconsin,” Rossman- 
M cKinney said.

T hough tem pered  by 
the  fate  o f other Lan­
sing-m ade prom ises, the 
g ua ran tee  tha t m unici­
palities would be re im ­
b u rsed  was enough to 
secu re  support from  the 
M ichigan M unicipal 
League.

"Ideally, we would 
have liked to have seen  a 
(sta te)  constitutional 
am endm ent, but this 
does rep resen t w hat we 
w ere looking for," said 
H owell City M anager 
Shea Charles, chair  of 
the MML’s finance com ­
m ittee.

l b  make up th e  reve ­
nue, the  s ta te  would 
c re a te  a local com m uni­
ty  stabilization sha re  out 
o f the  c u rren t s ta te  use 
tax. Such action would 
g enera te  slightly  m ore 
than  $96 million in re ­
placem ent local revenue 
fo r 2015-16. I t  would 
jum p  to  $380 million in 
2016-17, w hen the  full 
phaseout is complete, 
and rise  every  y e a r  a fte r

that.
To cover the  s ta te ’s 

po tential revenue loss, 
m anu factu re rs would 
pay a new E ssential S e r­
v ices A ssessm ent, which 
would go to  the  s ta te ’s 
general fund.

A dditional general 
fund revenue would also 
be raised  from  th e  elim ­
ination o f  a se ries  of 
ta rge ted  co rpo rate  tax 
breaks, m ostly approved 
under the  adm inistration 
of fo rm er Gov. Jenn ifer 
G ranholm.

The s ta te ’s use  tax  is 
levied against mobile 
home sales, off-road 
vehicle and w atercraft 
sales, telephone services 
and hotel room ren ta ls, 
am ong o the r items.

D espite the  change, 
the  use tax  w ould rem ain 
a t its c u rren t 6-percent 
m axim um  level.

Though the  message 
m ight take  some explain­
ing, suppo rte rs believe 
p rim ary  vo ters , in p a r­
ticular, will com e to  un­
derstand.

"Prim ary  vo ters are  
educated  vo ters ,” Ross­
man-M cKinney said.

The fea r is what 
m ight happen in this 
y ear 's  lam e-duck legisla­
tive  session should the

ballo t proposal fail.
"The L egislature 

m ight ju s t com e back 
and repeal the  personal 
p roperty  ta x  w ithout a 
replacem ent source  of 
funding," C harles said.
“I  can 't say  tha t would 
happen, bu t w e have 
seen  som e strange  
things" come out of 
lame-duck sessions.

C utting the  ta x  w ith­
out m aking up fo r the 
lost revenue would dev­
asta te  local governm ents 
still dealing w ith the  last 
decade’s econom ic col­
lapse, B asar said.

“Since 2006, w e 're  
a lready  down 10 part- 
tim e or rese rv e  officers 
and four full-tim e offi­
cers ,” he said of his de­
partm ent. “And th a t’s 
not unique to us.”

Failu re  in August 
doesn 't m ean supporters 
would give up.

"I'd  suspect we 
w ouldn’t see  the  la st of 
th is ,” Convery said.

But suppo rte rs  say 
P roposal 1 is the  best 
deal M ichigan’s cities, 
tow nships and schools 
a re  likely to  get — and 
they  hope vo ters agree.

ST. MARY MERCY 
LIVONIA
Saini Joseph Mercy Health System

Saturday, Ju n e 28  
8 a .m . - 2  p.m .

St. M a ry  M e rc y  H o sp ita l 
S o u th  A u d ito r iu m

4 t l  s 4 n n u a f

H e a l t h y  A g in g  C o n fe r e n c e

Jo in  m a n y  o th e r  seniors, families a n d  c areg iv e rs  
for a  d a y  th a t  inc ludes exhibitors a n d  sem inars by 
e x p er t sp e ak e rs  o n  various to p ic s  inc luding stroke 
p revention , resou rces for seniors a n d  careg ivers, 

a n d  h e a lth y  e a tin g . Lunch Is inc luded .

All activities are free of charge.

9 a.m . -1  p.m. 
Seminar Presentations

____________ 9-9:45 a.m._____________
"All A b o u t S tro k e” -  H ow  to  r e d u c e  risks 

a n d  r e c o g n iz e  w a rn in g  signs 
S p e a k e r . G a il S c h ra m e k , NR

____________ 10-10:45 a.m.___________
"M ain ta in in g  I n d e p e n d e n c e  A s W e A g e ” - 

W h a t  a n  a s se s s m e n t a n d  p re v e n tio n  
c a n  d o  to  h e lp  y o u  s ta y  h e a l th y  -  

S p e a k ers : G e ra ld  Turlo, MD &
J e s s ic a  W e a th a s , LMSW

____________11 -11:45 a.m.___________
"C o n n e c t in g  S en io rs  a n d  C a re g iv e rs  to  

R e so u rc e s”- L ea rn  a b o u t  e x e rc is e  p ro g ra m s  
for sen io rs  a n d  su p p o r tiv e  se rv ic e s  a v a i la b le  

in th e  c o m m u n ity  
Speakers: Ju lie  Burt, AADP, CH C a n d  

The Sen io r A llia n ce  Staff 

"E ating (or a  H ea lthy  You" -  F o o d  d e m o n s tra tio n  
M ary  C o n d o n , RD 

Boxed lunch provided

8 a.m . - 2 p.m. -  Exhibitors
“Ask the Nurse Practitioner’’ Senior living

P re -reg is tra tio n  
is p re fe r re d .

For m o re  
in fo rm a tio n  o r  
t o  reg is ter, c a ll  
734-655-1706 , 

o r  visit 
stmarymercy. org/ 

healthyaging 
conference.

Thanks to our sponsors:
Alzheimer's Association 

Arden Courts. Area 
Agency on Aging ■ 
the Senior Alliance, 

Blnson s Home Health 
Care, ComForcare. 

Comfort Keepers, Fireside 
Adult Day Care. Hearing 

Center o f Excellence 
Home Instead. Huron Vblley 

Ambulance. Marycrest 
Manor Mendelson 

Orthopedic. Mercy Home 
Health Care and Hospice. 
Michigan Eyecare Institute. 

PHI Pouch. Presbyterian 
Villages ot Michigan. 

Roy 's Drugs. Sound Advice. 
St. Mary Mercy Medical 

Group

- Joint health 
Stroke 
Heart health 
Exercise programs 
for seniors 
Eye a n d  e a r care  
Home health  care

Memory a n d  ba lan c e  
screening
Podiatry a n d  physical 
rehabilitation 
Tours o t Senior 
Assessment a n d  
Resource Institute

St. Mary Mercy Hospital 
36475 Five Mile Road 

Livonia. Ml 48154 
(Please use the 

Emergency Center 
entrance.

South Parking Lot)



Caps fly a t the end of commencement, photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

SCHOOL’S 
OUT FOR 
WILDCATS 
SENIORS

THE CLASS OF 2014 a t Plym outh High 
School crossed  th e  stage and took home 
that coveted diploma during  com m ence­
m ent exerc ises Sunday a t E aste rn  M ichi­
gan U niversity. For the com plete list of 
graduates and even m ore photos, please 
visit the O bserver w ebsite a t www.home- 
townlife.com.

Looking for friends and relatives

Judy Mardigian hugs Marcus Granderson after his rousing Jocelyn Margaret Haddad shows her feelings, 
speech.

line up for theGhassan Ali Iqbal (from left), Matthew Alec Busch and Alexander Jason Decker 
procession

The next chapter in life beginsHigh school

P-CEP Combined Choirs perform “Song to  Tradition."
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IT'S YOUR B U SIN E SS Q& A

AmeriPlus Financial owner Aadil Nathoo said his firm finances "the American dream, one dream at a tim e.' bill bresler |
FF PHOTOGRAPHER

C an to n  b ro k e r  h e lp s  
finance  ‘A m erican  d r e a m ’

O bserver: Tell us a b o u t you r 
business, inc luding th e  p roducts 
a n d  serv ices you  offer.

Am eriPlus: Full line o f m ort­
gage products available. P u r­
chase or refinancing. We offer 
exceptional serv ice  with com pet­
itive rates.

O bserver: H ow  did  you  firs t 
decide  to  op e n  y o u r business?

AmeriPlus: D id some mail ads 
w ith an overw helm ing response.

O bserver: W hy d id  you 
choose  Canton?

AmeriPlus: M y fam ily and I 
have been residen ts  o f Canton 
since 1999. We love it  here.

O bserver: W hat m a k es you r 
b usiness  un ique?

AmeriPlus: Com bined lending 
experience of over 40 years. Our 
serv ice  out-does the  rest.

O bserver: H ow  has it  ch anged

since  you  o p ened?
AmeriPlus: Moved locations 

over the  years  tow ard the  heart of 
Canton, Ford and Canton Center.

O bserver: H ow  h a s  th e  econo­
m y a ffec te d  y o u r  business?

AmeriPlus: We w eathered the 
sto rm  and a re  ready  to serve  the 
com m unity w ith a ll th e ir  financial 
needs.

O bserver: Any adv ice  fo r 
o th e r  business  ow ners?

AmeriPlus: Keep strong  and 
reach  out to the  com m unity for 
loyal support. Canton is a g reat 
place to strive.

O bserver: W hat's in s to re  fo r 
th e  fu tu re  o f  y o u r  business?

AmeriPlus: We a re  in the  proc­
ess of obtaining our own funds to 
lend. Becom ing a banker in the 
com m unity keeps us com petitive 
a t a  la rg e r  scale.

DETAILS
Name: AmeriPlus Financial 
Address: 45340 Hanford, Canton 
Title: Aadil Nathoo, broker/owner 
Hometown: Canton 
Opened: 2000 
Employees: 7
Hours: 9 a.m. to  5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; weekends by 
appointment only 
Specialty: Financing the Amer­
ican dream, one dream at a time. 
Competitive rates, great service. 
Contact: 734-737-9600; 
wwwAmeriPlusfinancial.com

PLYM O U TH -C AN TO N  
CH AM BER CHAT

B u s in e s s  w o r k s h o p

The Plym outh Com­
m unity Cham ber of Com­
m erce  hosts a business 
developm ent workshop 
8:30-9:30 a.m. Hiesday, 
Ju n e  24, 
designed to 
teach par­
ticipants 
the  best 
places to 
p rospect 
new busi­
nesses. Souchock

The
w orkshop, “Free  Pros­
pecting Tools Only a 
Click Away,” fea tures 
Plym outh D istric t Li­
bra ry  lib rarian  Carol 
Souchock ta lking about 
w here to find inform a­
tion on alm ost any busi­
ness prospect. I t takes 
place a t the  cham ber 
office, 850 W. Ann Arbor 
TYail, in downtown Ply­
mouth.

Souchock will take 
participan ts step-by-step 
on how to use  these  tools. 
She can  show  how to  pull 
from  c riteria  tha t fits 
your custom er profile to 
allow for specific ta rg e t­
ing. Cham ber officials 
call the  w orkshop "a 
m ust" fo r anyone in sales 
o r  business acquisition.

T here  is no cost to 
attend. Tb RSVP, em ail

G ru b  C raw l 
s p o n s o r s

The Canton Cham ber 
o f Com m erce is offering 
m em bers the opportunity 
to sponsor the  cham ber’s 
annual G rub Crawl, set 
fo r 6-10 p.m. Hiesday, 
Ju ly  22. Four sponsor­
ships a re  available; spon­
sorship deadline is June  
12.

Menu Sponsor, $500 -  
Includes com pany name 
on posters and menus, 
plus nam e on the  T-shirt 
tha t 600 guests will be 
wearing the  night of the 
event; also six tickets to 
the  event.

Transportation Spon­
sor, $500 -  Includes com­
pany nam e in each Fun 
Bus, plus nam e on T-shirt 
tha t 600 guests will be 
w earing; also s ix  tickets 
to the  event.

T-Shirt Sponsor PLUS, 
$135 -  Includes company 
nam e on T-shirt, p lus two 
tickets to the  event.

T-Shirt Sponsor, $75 -  
Can’t come to  the  event? 
T he cham ber will list 
com pany nam e on the 
T-shirt (600 sh irts).

To get a sponsorship 
application and for more 
inform ation, call the 
cham ber a t 734-453-4040.

G ran d  o p e n i n g

Iconic Luxe Salon held a grand opening June 2, with owner 
Jackie Pon joined by her staff, family, friends and the 
Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce ambassadors 
for the  ribbon cutting. The salon is located a t 818 S. Main 
Street next to  the Mayflower Party Store.

BU SINESS  
BRIEFS

A c c o u n ta n ts
s c h o la r sh ip

Canton residen t John 
M ichael Shaffer, a  stu ­
den t a t M ichigan State 
U niversity, was one of 16 
s ta te  college students 
nam ed a s  rec ip ien ts of 
__________  the  M ichi­

gan A ccoun­
tancy roun

ITfth i . i .kI-

i .

Shaffer

pro fit organization that 
prom otes excellence in 
accounting education.

Each rec ip ien t o f the 
scholarship will receive 
$3,000, fo r a combined 
to ta l of $48,000, to help 
fund his or her fifth/ 
graduate  year o f college.

Zin c lo s e s
The Zin Wine Bar, 

located on Forest Ave­
nue, has closed its  doors, 
according to  information 
provided by the  Ply­
m outh Downtown D evel­
opm ent Authority.

DDA officials said, 
however, to look for John 
Corsi, ow ner o f Pizza e 
Vino on Penniman, to 
re-open the  restau ran t as 
Locale B ar and Kitchen.

DDA officials said the 
business will "have a new 
look inside and a new 
m enu.” Corsi hopes to 
have Locale Bar and 
Kitchen open “in a couple 
of m onths.”

J e w e lr y  d o n a t io n
D uring the  m onth of 

June, D earborn Jew elers 
of Plym outh will donate 
$3 of every  $10 w atch 
ba ttery  sale to Ele’s 
Place, a  healing cen ter 
for grieving children and

Each week, peer sup­
port group program s 
help hundreds of chil­
d ren, ages 3-18, learn  how 
to  cope and begin to heal 
a fte r  the death of a par­
ent, sibling or other close 
fam ily m em ber or friend.

For m ore information 
about this organization, 
go to ww w.elesplace.org.

New yoga studio 
brings Zen to all
W hen Em pow er 

Yoga Studio opens its 
doors June  14, students 
will find no "guru” dic­
tating  classes. Instead, 
the  new  studio will be 
sporting a "com m unity” 
approach, freeing  its 
team  of teachers -  each 
w ith yoga specialties -  
to lead classes in the ir 
own p re fe rred  style.
The result: a  bread th  of 
options for m atching 
teachers to tastes, in­
te re sts  and abilities, all 
in w hat ow ner Julie 
Cook calls "a judgm ent- 
fre e  environm ent.”

Cook said he r studio 
is designed to appeal to 
people w ith a ll levels of 
yoga experience.

“In  ou r technology- 
filled lives, sky-high 
s tre ss  is an epidem ic in 
our society. We don’t 
ge t the  chance to reboot 
and heal. Yoga can re­
duce stre ss  levels 
g rea tly  and im prove 
health and quality  of 
life,” said Cook, a  certi­
fied yoga instructor. "At 
Em pow er Yoga, we 
m eet the  student where 
they a re  with a varie ty  
of c lass sty les and lev­
e ls  tha t m eet our stu ­
dents' unique needs and 
in te rests .”

For exam ple, in addi­
tion to  classic  Vinyasa 
classes (hot and other­
wise), th e re ’s the ongo­
ing "Yoga for Begin­
ners,” a 30-day program  
tha t gently  guides those 
who a re  new to yoga. 
“H ealthy Backs" is a 
resto ra tive  yoga tha t is 
ideal fo r anyone seek­
ing healing and relax­
ation. For competitive 
ath letes, the re 's Cook's 
"Endurance Yoga” -  a 
program  tha t cate rs  
directly  to the  needs of 
com petitive athletes. 
Cook said Endurance 
Yoga has built local 
renow n for its ab ility  to 
im prove athletic pe rfo r­
mance w hile reducing 
risk  of training-related 
injuries.

“Yoga for ath letes is

taught in a
gym and

quiet, 
peaceful 
experi­

ence,” she said. “The 
Empower Yoga setting 
is serene, providing a 
Zen-like, relaxed feel­
ing the moment you 
walk in the  door. I t’s 
yoga the  way it’s m eant 
to be experienced.”

The experience is an 
essential elem ent to 
generate  the  full pow er 
of yoga, she says.

“The meaning of 
yoga is to ‘yoke.’ I t cre­
a te s  a oneness with both 
the  body and mind, 
balancing the  brain and 
easing s tress and de­
pression," Cook said. 
“The physical postures 
help us to work out all 
of the  stre ss  and ten­
sion tha t we hold deep 
in our tissues.”

Indeed, yoga's phys­
ical postures (called 
Asanas) a re  designed to 
keep th e  body strong, 
f it and flexible, while 
brea th ing  techniques 
aim  to focus the mind. 
“T bgether they work 
beautifully to  change 
the  biochem istry of the 
b rain  and help resto re  
balance to both body 
and mind,” Cook said.

Cook's passion and 
en thusiasm  for the 
pow er of yoga to 
change lives is evident 
in the  studio’s philoso­
phy of "Karm a Yoga" - 
the  a c t o f giving w ith­
out any expectation of 
receiving.

Em pow er Yoga Stu­
dio is a t 41620 Six Mile 
in N orthville  Township. 
T here  a re  a  num ber of 
grand  opening specials, 
including 30 days of 
unlim ited yoga classes 
fo r ju s t $30. For more 
inform ation, call the 
studio a t 248-719-7520 
o r  visit www.empower- 
yoga.net.

We th in k

YOU’RE A 
W INNER
a n d  w e w a n t you 

to know  it!
W e already think you’re a  winner b ec au se  you 

subscribe to an  O&E Media new spaper!
But did you know that a s  a  subscriber you have 

another g rea t way to  be a  winner?
Every m on th  w e  give aw ay  c o n c e r t  tick ets , 
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F l a g  D a y  

g r e w  f r o m  

h u m b l e  

r o o t s
“We take  the s ta rs  from  H eaven, the  red  from  

our m other country, separating  it by white 
stripes, thus showing tha t we have separated 
from  her, and the  w hite s tripes shall go down to 
posterity  represen ting  Liberty.”

T hat's w hat G eorge W ashington once said 
about the  newly c rea ted  A m erican flag during  the 
Am erican Revolution.

A uthorized June  14,1777, by Congress, w hat we 
now know as the  S tars and Stripes f irs t flew  over 
the  walls of Fort Stanw ix in the  w ilderness of up­
sta te  New York. I t is unlikely tha t th e  soldiers 
w ithin those w alls, who w ere taking on the  most 
pow erful nation in the  world a t th e  tim e, realized 
that the red , w hite and blue  Am erican flag would 
becom e one of the  m ost recognizable symbols in 
the world.

Although despised by some, the  S tars and 
Stripes has inspired countless o thers in nearly  ev­
e ry  co rne r of the  globe, especially w here people 
have lived under tyranny. It isn’t  the  design of the 
flag (though it is certain ly  handsom e, as flags go) 
tha t is inspiring. It is the  very  ideals fo r w hich the 
flag has stood and w hich it has rep resen ted  since 
its inception: liberty, democracy, freedom .

While the re  have been p lenty of tim es in our 
history when we have not lived up to  those ideals, 
they have still been our guiding principles since 
the founding of th is  nation. They w ere the  ideals 
tha t inspired the  m akers of the  flag and those who 
fought to fly  it  over th e ir  heads -  not ju s t in the 
A m erican Revolution, bu t in every  A m erican war 
since, including today in Afghanistan.

N ever w ere we so moved, so determ ined, as the 
mem orable rais ing of our flag on Iwo Jim a in 
W orld W ar II  and over the  ru ins of the  World 
TVade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. O ur nation has 
come a long w ay from  the sim ple beginnings of 
the  U.S. flag and Betsy  Ross. I t has becom e a na­
tional symbol o f pride  and a call to  pa trio tic  fe r ­
vor, m arked  Saturday as a national holiday.

It is a  trad ition  rooted in the  1800s. The idea of a 
day celebra ting  our flag can be traced  back to 
1885 in Fredonia, Wis. On J  une 14,1885, B ernard J. 
C igrand, a  19-year-old teacher a t Stony Hill 
School, placed a  10-inch, 38-star flag in a bottle  on 
his desk then  assigned essays on th e  flag and its 
significance. This observance  com m em orated 
Congress’ adoption of the  S tars and Stripes as the 
flag of the  United States on June  14,1777. This ob­
se rvance  was also th e  beginning of Cigrand’s long 
years  o f ferven t and devoted e ffo rt to  b ring  about 
national recognition and observance of Flag Day.

The celebration spread  to New York and, soon 
the reafte r, it moved to  the  Philadelphia home of 
Betsy Ross, w here  the  Sons of the  Revolution cele­
bra ted  the  day. The m ovem ent then  took hold in 
Pennsylvania, w here the  superin tendent o f public 
education moved Flag Day cerem onies into Inde­
pendence Square. T hen the  observance moved on 
to  Chicago w ith school children there.

In 1914, Sec re tary  of the  In terio r F ranklin  K. 
Lane gave a Flag Day address. As a culm ination to 
the  groundsw ell o f support, P residen t Woodrow 
Wilson estab lished  Flag Day on May 30,1916. But 
it w asn’t until Aug. 3,1949, tha t P residen t H arry  
Trum an designated June  14 as National Flag Day.

S tarted  by ch ild ren  and the ir teacher, it is ap­
propriate  fo r a ll of us to reflec t on the  meaning 
behind th e  flag. The National F lag Day Founda­
tion hopes we’ll all stop a t 7 p.m . Saturday  for the 
annual Pause  for the  Pledge of Allegiance to  the
Fkg- . .May w e all be flag b e arers  m  spurt, if  not in ac ­
tuality. And m ay our flag continue as the  standard  
for the  liberty  and ju stice  w e so treasure.

FLAG RETIREMENT
Date/Time: Saturday, June 14, 2 p.m.
Location: VFW Post 6695,1426 S. Mill, Plymouth 
Details: June 14 is Flag Day and VFW Post 6695 will 
host a flag retirement ceremony, assisted by Boy 
Scout Troop 1539. The public is invited to the 30- 
minute ceremony, a t which organizers say the 
public can "learn more about our flag and how to 
properly retire It.” Hot dogs, chips and pop will be 
provided following the ceremony.
Contact: Call 734-459-6700 for more information.

STAFF COLUM N

The American flag with its red and white stripes and 
white stars on a field of blue was authorized June 14, 
1777, by the Continental Congress.

Ob se r v e r

Som e of school board’s  
pain is self-inflicted

A dm inistrators from  Ply- 
mouth-Canton Community 
Schools presen ted  the ir  

budget Tuesday night to  the 
d istric t's  Board of Education 
and, w ith a potential addition 
from  the fund balance, it  was 
balanced.

This year, they  balanced it by 
cu tting  teachers, by  elim inating 
m edia specia lists and by priva­
tizing custodial services.
T hey’re  balancing it (on paper, a t 
least) with money they  can’t 
really affo rd  from  th e ir  fund 
balance, a lthough they  expect to 
recoup tha t money a t the  negoti­
ating table.

They didn’t like it; nobody 
likes costing people th e ir  jobs. 
This board  has made some $30 
million w orth of cu ts in the  last 
five years  and m em bers have 
agonized over most of them.

Board m em bers place a lot of 
the  blam e on Lansing for the ir 
plight, saying legisla tors have 
done precious little  to help 
school funding and decry ing  the 
fac t neighboring dis tric ts  get 
m ore money than  Plymouth- 
Canton. T rustee Sheila Paton 
rightly  pointed out TUesday that 
Livonia and N orthville both get 
$848 m ore pe r studen t from  the 
sta te  than  does Plymouth-Can- 
ton. Ann A rbor gets nearly  
$2,000 m ore than Plymouth- 
Canton’s $7,251.

T rustees a re  righ t about the 
lack of support from  Lansing. 
U nfortunately, the re ’s  one more 
place board m em bers have to 
look when placing b lam e for this 
year’s fiscal struggles:

The mirror.

O th e r  o p t io n s
T hey've had the ir chances to 

increase  revenue, ra th e r  than 
try ing  to  cu t the ir way out of the 
situation. In the  la st few years,

increasingly fru stra ted  adm inis­
tra to rs  have presen ted  the  board 
w ith a  va rie ty  of options they 
believed would bring  money into 
the  distric t.

Two years  ago, w hen the 
board decided to  close Fiegel 
Elem entary, the  adm inistration 
had recom m ended -  based on the 
sam e declining enrollm ent fig­
ures officials a re  lam enting 
today -  the  closing of a second 
elem entary (either Gallimore or 
Hulsing elem entaries).

The political will w asn’t there; 
closing Fiegel took them  two 
tr ie s  (they w ere  poised to do it 
the year before, bu t backed 
down a t the  last m inute). Board 
m em bers backed off a  potential 
decision to close G allim ore again 
this year (it will alm ost certainly 
happen nex t year).

The adm inistration has sug­
gested rais ing c lass size (an 
option they rightly  declined) and 
opening the  dis tric t to  a  schools 
o f choice plan tha t would have 
opened 200 K-2 seats and 
brought in m ore than  $1.4 mil­
lion. Closing an e lem entary 
school, which they  know they 
don’t need anym ore, would save 
them  another $1.1 million.

In t h e  c la s s r o o m
And, for the  f irs t tim e (at 

least w ith any consequence), the 
cu ts have h it the  classroom . The 
d istric t is cutting 44 teachers, 
m ore than  seven  full-time-equiv­
alent interventionists and 10 
media specialists.

The la tes t to feel the  pinch 
a re  th e  custodians. A fter giving

back $2 million and some 21 jobs, 
plus taking pay cuts and 17 un­
paid furlough jobs the  last two 
years, the  d istric t's  68 custodi­
ans are  losing the ir jobs to priva­
tization a fte r  the  board voted 5-2 
to hire G rand Rapids Building 
Services a t D iesday’s  meeting.

K athy L adenberger is p resi­
den t of the  custodians union. In 
1997, she  took home $848.55 for 
w orking 80 hours. Seventeen 
years  later, she  took home $877 
for 88 hours. H er  people a re  not 
ju s t losing the ir jobs; some of 
them  a re  losing a shot a t a pen­
sion. She said tha t’s a  tough pill 
to  sw allow when adm inistra to rs 
a re  getting large  raises, as sev­
e ra l did earlie r  th is  school year.

P art o f  t h e  t e a m
“My people a re  very  disheart­

ened," Ladenberger said. "We're 
ju s t as w orthy as any of them, 
because we’re  pa rt of the  team  
the  superintendent likes to talk 
about. You can’t have a team  
w ithout all the players."

Everyone understands these 
cu ts aren ’t easy  and some help 
from  Lansing w ould be welcome. 
Everybody, including those los­
ing th e ir  jobs, thinks board 
m em bers a re  in pain doing what 
they’re  doing.

The anguish in board  P resi­
dent Judy  M ardigian’s voice 
TUesday was evident while talk­
ing about privatization, which 
she  and TVustee Kim Crouch 
voted against.

But as m uch  as they  agonize -  
and th e re ’s  no question of tha t -  
a t least some of the  pain is self- 
in flicted. T hat probably m akes it 
hu rt even more.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the 
Plymouth Observer and the Canton 
Observer. He can be reached via email at 
bkadrich@hometownlife.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A fter reading the  le tte r  to the 
ed itor June 5 from  Nancy Aus­
tin , we thought a rep ly  was nec­
essary.

Based on o u r years  of public 
school teaching in  Plymouth- 
Canton Com munity Schools, we 
o ffer the  perspective  tha t the 
m ix of cu ltu res  is enriching for 
all. O ur students, from  every 
group, brought into the  c lass­
room the  h istories and raw  m a­
terials of d iffering  cu ltu res for 
the benefit of all, including the 
adults.

This blend of c lassroom  citi­
zens wove toge ther an enlarged 
understand ing  of the  complex 
world of the  21st c en tu ry  in 
which they  will be w orking and 
rais ing the ir  families.

All the  ch ild ren  in this com­
m unity a re  ours.
Debra MacGregor, Nancy Sullivan 

Plymouth

L o n g -d is ta n c e  s e n t e n c e

I w as in terested  to see, based 
on his recen t posting to the  edi­
to r  in th e  Observer, tha t even 
from  Plym outh no less, which 
m ust be some 8,000 m iles away, 
tha t Tom "Courts M artial” Kelly 
was able to collect and w eigh the 
evidence, hand down a  guilty 
verdic t and then sentence the  
A rm y sergeant to death.

Dennis Cooperson 
Plymouth

F o o d  d r iv e  th a n k s
The Salvation A rm y sends 

th e ir  sincerest thanks to  a ll who 
participated in the  recen t Na­
tional Association of L etter Car­
rie rs  Food D rive. This year, over 
60,000 pounds of food was col­
lected  in Plym outh and Canton 
and th is food will be  distributed 
righ t back to this community.

Space doesn’t allow us to 
thank  each vendor who donated

food or supplies. N or does it 
allow for us to thank  each mail 
c arrier, volunteer and/or donor, 
bu t please know how m uch we 
apprecia te  everyone who partici­
pated  in th e  overall success of 
this com m unity effort.

A special thank  you to  Barb 
Mitchell and Thmmy Bosman 
(Plym outh Post O ffice) and Glo­
ria  G om ey and Lois Spitz (Can­
ton Post Office) fo r the  many 
years  of leadership they have 
given th is effort.

Laurie Aren
Salvation Army, Plymouth Corps

W h o 's  t e l l in g  t h e  lie s?
Two in teresting  articles w ere 

fea tu red  on the  fron t page of this 
paper June  1. The f irs t w as about 
a GOP forum  being held in Can­
ton Township.

A ccording to Republican 
spokesm an M ike Hansel, the

See LETTERS, Page A13

Campaign finance reform no easy fix

Brad Kadrich,
Community Editor 
Susan Rosiek,
Executive Editor

Grace Perry,
Director o f  
Advertising

A U.S. Senate com m ittee is 
taking on a near-im possible task 
-  dealing w ith the  knotty issues 
of cam paign finance reform .

Not tha t any real resolutions 
will be forthcom ing from  the 
hearings of the  Senate Commit­
tee  on Rules and Administration, 
bu t it  may help if  the  com m ittee 
could a t least fram e campaign 
finance refo rm  proposals more 
coherently. At a minimum, that 
would require  exam ining the 
issue not as one problem  to  con­
sider, bu t two.

One is the  “da rk  money” co­
nundrum .

D ark money — political con­
tributions whose sources are  
made un traceab le  — is  a  trou­
bling issue.

Both sides use da rk  money, 
although Republicans seem  to 
use  it  more. I ts  proliferation, 
thanks mostly to  the  Citizens 
United decision by th e  U.S. Su­
prem e Court in 2010, th rea tens 
the  voting public 's confidence in 
elections. A ccurate o r  not, dark  
money spreads the  cynicism  that 
election outcom es a re  controlled 
by moneyed in terests , not by the 
in te rests  of the  voting public.

The o ther problem , w hich the 
Senate panel should exam ine 
separately, is o f rising  cam paign 
spending, generally. This d iffer­
en t issue a rises now because  of 
the  Suprem e Court’s  McCutche- 
on v. F ederal E lection Commis­

sion decision, w hich struck  down 
cum ulative lim its on an individ­
ual’s contributions to  candidates 
o r political groups in an election 
cycle.

D ark  money and more money 
a re  not the  sam e thing, despite 
the  insistence  of advocates of 
reform .

Let’s take  tha t last issue first: 
the  question of m ore  money 
flooding into political cam ­
paigns. A dvocates of control 
have pe rsisted  since the  Wa­
te rgate  e ra  o f the  mid-1970s in 
the  be lief  — fervently  held — 
tha t a m agic form ula exists to 
control spending in politics. Few 
endeavors in the A m erican ex­
perim ent have proven more 
misguided.

Since the advent of earnest 
cam paign finance effo rts post- 
W atergate, cam paign spending 
has soared. From  2000 to 2004, 
spending on presiden tia l and 
congressional cam paigns rose  30 
percent, to  $3.9 billion. It has 
continued rising , inexorably, in 
the  B arack Obam a era.

A prim ary  reason for that rise 
is  tha t the  stakes continue to 
increase. W hen governm ent 
becom es m ore im portant in our 
lives, people pay to assu re  most 
o f tha t pow er works fo r our 
side’s in te rests , not the  other

acknow ledges tha t rea lity  by

elim inating the  ceiling on ai 
individual’s ab ility  to contribute, 
while m aintaining lim itations on 
contributions to individual can­
didates.

D ark money is the  m ore trou­
bling of the  two. Even the  high- 
court m ajority  in Citizens United 
saw lack of transparency  in 
m aking contributions to  be a 
serious problem . The trouble is 
in finding a  m eaningful solution.

Fast, electronic disclosure 
helps with transparency. But it 
helps only if  the  ultim ate con­
tribu to r is identified.

Most other recom m endations 
seem  to tread  the  sam e w eari­
some, all-but-useless tra ils  fol­
lowed by previous ineffectual 
spending controls. One reform ist 
group, Public Citizen, w ants 
senators to ban "d irec t candidate 
solicitations" when candidates 
appear “a t any fundraising event 
in which contributions in excess 
of candidate lim its a re  being 
solicited.”

This so rt of hyper-specificity 
is like red  m eat to the  sm art 
cam paign guys who make for­
tunes finding alternative  routes 
around ineffectual roadblocks.

Short of lifting lim its a lto­
gether on d irec t contributions to 
candidates, the re  a re  few easy 
answ ers fo r the dark  money 
conundrum . But hapless Rube 
Goldbergian flailing a t the  issue 
won’t  help.
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purpose of the  m eeting is to 
c lear up liberal m isinform a­
tion and outrigh t lies.

I would like to suggest to 
Mr. H ansel tha t if  he is truly 
interested  in bringing to light 
misinform ation and outright 
lies, then  no forum  is  needed. 
Ju s t w atch any com m ercial 
being a ired  on TV which is 
paid fo r by A m ericans for 
P rosperity  (fo r the  rich) o r 
listen to any Republican poli­
tic ian  in Lansing who says the 
economy is g rea t o r  they 
didn’t raise  taxes or that they 
a re  looking out fo r a ll the 
people in our state.

The second artic le  ad­
d resses  the  outsourcing of 
the  Plymouth-Canton Schools 
custodial departm ent. School 
board  TVeasurer M ark H or­
vath  is a ll in favor of the  
privatization, despite the 
a b jec t failu re  of outsourcing 
the  school transporta tion 
departm ent, which now has a 
budget defic it of $540,000.

How long will it be before 
the  corporation tha t gets the 
custodial con tract com es 
back to  the  well for more 
money and any imagined 
savings vanish? But H orvath, 
like his fellow Republicans in 
Lansing, will have succeeded 
in harm ing union m em bers

U p h o ld  M ic h ig a n ’s  RFTA
The local ordinance offi­

c e r ju st yesterday  tried to 
force his way on to my prop­
e rty  and garage  to see if I had 
chickens or not.

His “justification" was 
tha t he heard th e  RTFA pro­
tection was taken  away from 
small farm  operations like 
mine.

Leaving the  inten t of sta te  
law  (PA 93 of 1981 as am end­
ed) up to local interpre tation  
will cause  undue hardship on 
citizens as the  local authori­
ties a re  incapable of under­
standing the  law as w ritten 
and intended. As described 
by the even t above.

All of the  GAAMP changes 
th is year w ere  poorly w ritten 
and not even read  by the  Ag 
Com missioners except for 
the  Siting GAAMP, which is 
the  most poorly w ritten docu­
m ent that I have ever seen.

The Siting GAAMP needs 
to  nullified and rew ritten  by 
actual stakeholders, not ap­
point industry bureaucrats. It 
needs sound, un-biased sci­
ence as a p latform  to build 
good policy fo r the  citizens of 
Michigan.

Randy Zeilinger
Garden City

T ip s  fo r  h ir in g  a c o n tra c to r
S u m m e r is  a  trad itiona l 

tim e  fo r hom eow ners to 
do a  v a rie ty  o f  im prove­

m ent and m a in tenance  pro­
je c ts . M any people  will tack le  
p ro jec ts  on th e ir  own. H ow ev­
er, like  m e, the  m a jo rity  will 
have  to  h ire  a contractor. 
T here fo re , I though t it  would 
be im portan t to  rev iew  some 
of th e  basic  ru le s  o f  h iring  a 
con tractor.

T he key is  to  h ire  th e  righ t 
co n tra c to r and  have  th e  job  
done on tim e, on budge t and 
correc tly . H irin g  th e  w rong  
co n tra c to r can  not on ly  be 
v e ry  expensive , bu t also  ve ry  
fru s tra tin g .

T he f irs t s tep  is to  ge t in­
dependen t inform ation . I 
don 't n e ce ssarily  be lieve  it  is 
independen t w hen  a c o n tra c ­
to r  gives m e n a m es of p rev i­
ous custom ers to contact. 
A fte r  a ll, do you th ink  the  
co n tra c to r is going to prov ide  
a nam e  o f  a  p rev ious custom ­
e r  who w as no t 100-percen t 
sa tisfied?  I doubt it.

U sing th e  In tern e t, con­
su m e rs  can  ob ta in  lots of 
in form ation  from  s ite s  such  
as w w w .A ngieslist and  the 
B e tte r  B usiness B u reau  (one 
of the  b e s t sources). T he BBB 
has been  a ro u n d  fo r decades 
and  has a  w ea lth  of in form a-

Rick
B loom

tion a t w w w.bbb.org th a t is 
fre e

It is  im portan t to  recognize  
th a t th e  BBB has inform ation  
on m e m b ers  and  non-m em ­
b e rs . Also, m e m b ers  o f  the  
BBB do not rec eiv e  p re fe r ­
e n tia l trea tm e n t. M em bers 
and  non-m em bers a re  judged  
on th e  sam e  standard .

Once you’ve se lec ted  a 
con tracto r, th e  c o n tra c t you 
sign  is  im portan t. C on tracts 
a re  not s ta n d a rd  and consum ­
e rs  should  no t sign  w ithout 
read in g  ev ery  w ord. In  add i­
tion, don 't assum e  you can ’t 
m ake  changes to th e  con trac t, 
because  you can.

In rev iew ing  th e  con trac t, 
m ake  su re  th e  da te  due  for 
f irs t paym en t is spelled  out. I 
am  le e ry  of any  co n tra c t tha t 
ca lls  fo r 100 p e rc e n t of the  
m oney to  be  paid  up fro n t or 
even  a dow n paym en t as high 
as 50 p e rcen t. A 25-percen t 
dow n paym ent is m ore  than  
sufficien t.

M ake su re  final p aym en t is 
no t due  un til th e  jo b  is  com ­

ple ted . M ake su re  th e  con­
tra c to r  has an incen tive  to 
com plete  th e  jo b  as soon as 
possible. T he co n tra c t should 
s ta te  w hen  the  p ro jec t is go­
ing  to  b e  com pleted. In  add i­
tion, consider a penalty  prov i­
sion if  w ork  is  not com pleted

A hom e is  th e  single la rg ­
e s t pu rch ase  m ost people will 
e v e r  m ake. I t 's  no t like an 
investm en t you can  se ll if  
y ou 're  no t happy  w ith it. Your 
hom e is  w here  you live. T h a t’s 
w hy it's  im portan t to  do you r 
hom ew ork b e fo re  allow ing 
anyone to  w ork  on you r home.

T he consequences o f  h ir ­
ing  th e  w rong  c o n tra c to r  can  
be de vasta ting . O nce you 
have  decided  to  do a hom e 
im provem en t p ro jec t, take  
you r tim e  to  h ire  th e  best 
p e rson  fo r the  job . T he con­
tra c to r  m ay  b e  busy  and  un ­
a b le  to  ge t to you r pro jec t 
im m ediately. H ow ever, the  
b est co n tra c to r fo r th e  job  is 
gen era lly  w orth  w aiting  for.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial

www.bloomassefmanagement.com. If 
you would like him to respond to your 
questions, please email 
rick@bloomassetmanagement.com.

Investing in state transit options is long overdue, essential

I m agine  be ing  unable  to  do 
som eth ing  a s  s im ple  as 
d riv ing  to  th e  s to re  o r  v is ­

iting  w ith  yo u r physic ian .
F o r m a n y  se n io rs  a cro ss  

M ichigan, th is  is  th e  frig h ten ­
ing  re a lity  -  un le ss  th e y  have 
con tinued  a cc ess  to  local 
tr a n s it  op tions, inc lud ing  
“dia l-a-ride” in  m any ru ra l 
com m un ities, p a rticu la rly  in 
no r th e rn  M ichigan . T hat 's  
one reaso n  se n io rs  a c ro ss  the  
s ta te  a re  ba ck in g  th e  p ro ­
posed  in c re ase  in rev e n u es 
fo r o u r  s ta te ’s tran sp o rta tio n  
in fra s tru c tu re , along  w ith 
proposals  to  e n su re  th a t a ll 
a sp ec ts  o f  th e  in fra s tru c tu re  
a re  inc luded  in  th e  spending  
form u las  alloca ting  revenues.

M ichigan  d r iv e rs  com bat 
gap ing  po tho les a n d  coun t­
le ss  c ra te r s  in th e  ro ad s ev ­
e ry  day  on th e ir  w ay  to  w ork,

• lark
H arder

school and  a round  th e ir  com ­
m unities . Bold action  is  need ­
ed  to  a d d re ss  these  p rob lem s, 
no t on ly  fo r r id e r s ’ safe ty , bu t 
to  pass  com preh ens ive  tr a n s ­
po rta tio n  funding  in ou r 
sta te .

W hile m any  see  th e  im m e­
d ia te  p rob lem s w ith  ou r 
roads, i t’s  th e  o th e r  sho rtcom ­
in g s of o u r  c u rre n t tr a n s ­
po rta tio n  fund ing  th a t a re n 't  
a s  im m ed ia te ly  ev id en t bu t 
a re  ju s t a s  c ru c ia l fo r M ichi­
gan 's  e lderly , a s  w ell as fa rm ­
e rs , boating  en thusia sts , our 
tou rism  in d u s try  and  m ore.

Senate  M ajo rity  L eader

Randy  R icha rdv ille 's  p lan  is 
to  in c re ase  tran sp o rta tio n  
funding  -  no t ju s t  fo r roads, 
bu t fo r a ll o f  o u r  tra n s p o rta ­
tion  in f ra s tru c tu re , inc luding 
m uch  needed  h a rb o r  d red g ­
ing and  rep a irs , ra il im prove­
m e n ts  v ita l to  a g ric u ltu re  and 
tra n s it , inc lud ing  ru ra l dial-a- 
rid e  se rv ice s  th a t m e et the  
need s o f  M ich igan’s in c re as­
ingly ag ing  population.

Sen. R icha rdv ille ’s  bold 
p lan  w ould m e e t th e  need s of 
M ichigan  fo r y e a rs  to  com e. 
T h a t’s  w hy it  is  backed  by 
business  g roups, inc lud ing  
th e  M ich igan  C ham ber of 
C om m erce  and  B usiness 
L eaders  fo r M ichigan, the  
M ichigan F a rm  B ureau , the  
M ichigan  Boating  In d u s tr ie s  
A ssociation, th e  M ichigan 
R a ilroads A ssociation, the  
M ich igan  Pub lic  T ran s it A s­

sociation , th e  M ich igan  E nv i­
ronm en ta l Council a n d  m any  
o th e rs  w ho be lieve  it’s  tim e  to 
fund  long ov erd u e  s tru c tu ra l 
r e p a ir s  to  ou r ro ad s  and  
b r id g es  and  in v e s t in  public  
tr a n sp o rta tio n  th a t so  m any 
depend  on in  th e ir  da ily  lives.

Pub lic  tran sp o rta tio n  is 
how  m any in M ichigan  -  e s ­
pecia lly  se n io rs  -  depend  on 
ge ttin g  around . M ichigan 
pub lic  tr a n s it s e rv e d  m ore  
than  4.3 m illion e ld e r ly  r id e r s  
in 2010. A ccord ing  to  the  
M ich igan  D ep a rtm en t of 
T ranspo rta tion , use  o f  m ass 
tr a n s it  by  sen io rs  is  up 40 
p e rc e n t in  th e  la st decade.

M ichigan  la w m ak e rs  a re  
m oving to  p rov ide  m ore  do l­
la rs  to  o u r  s ta te 's  tr a n s p o rta ­
tion  sy stem  and  th a t 's  a  good 
th ing . B ut funding  th e  public 
tr a n s i t  sy s te m  fo r M ich igan’s

se n io rs  to  m ain ta in  th e ir  in ­
d e pendence  is  vita l.

E v ery  do lla r  ra is ed  by  the  
L eg isla tu re  need s to go 
th ro u g h  th e  s ta te ’s long-es­
tab lished  and  full tra n s p o rta ­
tion  form ula. T h a t fo rm u la  
c u rre n t ly  a llo ca te s  a  few 
c e n ts  o f  e v e ry  do lla r  fo r im ­
p o r tan t p u rp o ses  like  c ity  
bu se s a n d  ru ra l "d ial-a-ride” 
se rv ice s , a s  w ell a s  o the r 
in fra s tru c tu re .

I t ’s  w ell p a s t  tim e  fo r 
M ichigan  to  m ove fo rw a rd  on 
im prov ing  o u r  tran sp o rta tio n  
sy s te m  -  a ll a sp e c ts  -  w ith 
m a jo r  investm en t. We en ­
co u ra g e  ou r la w m ak e rs  to 
tak e  th e  s te p s  ne ce ssa ry  to 
he lp  m ove M ich igan  fo rw ard .

Clark Harder is executive director of 
the Michigan Public Transit 
Association.

© ST. M A R Y  M E R C Y  
M E D IC A L  G R O U P

Looking for a  
P r i m a r y  C a r e  P h y s i c i a n ?

Now accepting new patients!
Interne* M ecfone • FanHy M a ic in e  • Sports MecScne

St. Mary M ercy M ed ical G roup  p rovides 
c o m p reh en s iv e  m e d ic a l c a re ,  h ea lth  
m a in te n a n c e  a n d  p reventative services to  
h e lp  y ou a n d  your family s tay  healthy:

•  G eneral m edical exam s a n d  
yearly physicals

•  Sports physicals a n d  sports m edicine

• W om en's wellness

•  A dolescent/Pediatric health  c a re

• C are  for adults with com plex 
m edical conditions.

14600 Farmington Rd., Ste. 105 • Uvonia, Ml 48154 
(734) 655-8200

14555 Levan Rd.. Ste. 403 • Livonia, Ml 48154 
(734) 655-1618

N ow  open!
36650 Grand River Ave., Ste. 101 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335 
(734) 655-8220
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Find spec ia l offers on w orld  class 
attractions & travel p a ck a g es  

a t w w w .lansing .org !To schedu le  a n  appoin tm ent 
call a  location n e a r  you

a-a LANSING o- o
s lm a ry m e rc y .o rg



The Splash-N-Blast a t Kensington Metropark is open daily from 11 a.m. to  7 p.m. photos by laura coivin

LOCAL FAMILIES COOL OFF AT 
KENSINGTON’S SPLASH-N-BLAST

Scott Young and his family 
cam e Saturday  from  Howell for 
some fun fam ily tim e a t Kensing­
ton M etropark’s Splash-N-Blast 
w ater pa rk  in Milford.

"We cam e out to  enjoy a  nice 
day," Young said, noting that, 
w hile they frequently  spend time 
a t Kensington, Saturday was the 
fam ily’s f irst-eve r visit to Splash- 
N-Blast. “M y w ife and I both 
w ork a ll week, so th is  is a g rea t 
place to come on the  w eekends to 
enjoy some tim e w ith the  kids. It's 
a fun  place and it’s  nice, a fte r  a 
long winter, to  finally  get out of 
the  house.”

Located on the  north  end of 
M artindale Beach, Splash-N- 
B last, opened in 2006 and includes 
two 240-foot tw isted w ater slides 
and an ad jacen t sp ray  area  w here 
w ater shoots from  colorful can­
nons, palm trees, se rpen ts  and a 
whale.

R iders also choose betw een the 
open slide o r  ride  down in the 
dark  through  the  enclosed slide.

“I love the  closed slide,” said 
K atie Stephenson, Splash-N-Blast 
supervisor. “I t’s  like a tunnel, and 
you don’t  know w hat’s coming 
next.”

The w ater park  is appropria te  
fo r a ll ages, bu t those who w ish to 
ride  the  w ater slides m ust stand 
a t least 48 inches tall.

The Splash-N-Blast is open 
daily from  11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
through la te  sum m er. E ntry  to  the

L

Julie Young swings Caleb, 10 months, through the  spray a t Kensington 
Metropark’s Splash-N-Blast.

Splash-N-Blast is $5 for adults 
and $4 for kids. A fter 5 p.m., 
adults pay $4 and kids en ter for 
$3. A m etroparks vehicle en try  
pe rm it also is  required  to  en ter 
any m etropark.

“We get a lot of repeat custom ­

e rs ,” Stephenson said.
E ntry  also includes a w rist­

band, w hich allows Splash-N- 
Blast v isitors to  com e in and out 
o f the  pa rk  during  th e  day.

lcoMn9hometownlife.com 1248-390-7396

FREE CAR
WASH EVENT

Anyone dining in with us NOW thru 
Fathers Day, and presenting this AD gets 

a  Free $4 Car Wash Certificate, 
from Westland Truck & Car Wash. 

28735 Joy Rd.

•  We c a te r  graduation parties, 
show ers & family reunions.

•  Closed Memorial Day

D e lic io u s  Ic e  C re a m  C a kes  
O ra n g e  Ju liu s  •  B liz z a rd s  

$ 5  B u c k  lu n ch  
OPEN 7  DAYS A W EEK - ALL YEAR

I*?
V  f i fRESTAURANT

' jS an d b o x  Pla; 
y  F estiva l 2

a t  G e n i t t i ’s  y
108 E. Main /  
Downtown Noi'

Friday June 20th at 7:00pm 
Saturday June 21st at 7:00pm 
& Sunday June 22nd at 2:00pm

Ryan Muirhead kneels with his daughter taney, 7, by one 
of the broken stones a t the  cemetery a t the Salem-Walker
Church. HAL GOULD I STAff PHOTOGRAPHER

Man recovers sunken 
headstones at historic 

Salem-Walker Cemetery

Father'S Day

Ryan M uirhead has a 
som ew hat unique hobby.
I t involves hanging out 
a t the  histo ric  Salem- 
W alker Cem etery, w here 
he helps recover and 
re se t grave  stones.

Officially established 
in 1864, the  Salem-Walk­
e r  Church and Cemetery, 
located on Angle Road 
near Seven Mile, is the 
final resting  place for 
locals, dating back to as 
early  as the  creation of 
the sta te  o f M ichigan in 
1837.

“As you can  see,” said 
M uirhead, 37, “th e re  are  
c ertain ly  graves which 
date back p rior to the  
church’s construction.”

Tombstones m ark 
graves from  a  num ber of 
A m erican conflicts, in­
cluding the  Civil War, 
Spanish-American War, 
World W ar I and World 
W ar II. Salem-Walker 
C em etery is home to 
several generations of 
deceased soldiers and 
civilians, s tre tch ing  a 
wide span of years from  
the  country’s past.

L e n d in g  a  h a n d
But tha t history can 

cause problem s.
“Because of the  age of 

some of these  stones, the  
supporting ground be­
neath  has collapsed and 
le ft them  close to, or 
en tirely  beneath, the 
d irt,"  M uirhead said.

W anting to  help, the 
M uirhead family began 
to dig up the  sunken 
stones so they  can level 
the  ground w ith sand or 
gravel before  then  rese t­
ting the  headstones into 
the  grave  sites.

M uirhead, w ith the 
help of his fa the r and 
brother, has begun c lear­
ing the  overgrow n thick­
e ts along the  sou thern­
most bu rial plots. O ther 
visitors have taken  no­
tice of the  efforts.

“I t feels rew ard ing  
when somebody thanks 
you for your work and 
tim e,” he said. “I t’s  also 
very  interesting, because 
you usually get to hear 
the ir  family story as well 
and it  gives the  graves a 
new  sort of personality."

A local history buff, 
M uirhead knows about 
several of the  prom inent 
fam ily nam es found 
w ithin the  cem etery. As a

L

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 4-10 pm, Fri.-Sat 4-11 pm, 
Sun. Open a t 12:30 pm 

3 2 7 7 7  W. W arren  •  G a rd en  City 
J u s t  E as t of Venoy 

a m a n te a r e s ta u r a n t .c o m  
734-421-1510

resu lt of M uirhead's 
fam iliarity  and participa­
tion w ith the  cemetery, 
th e  church has recently  
gone as fa r  as to elect 
him as a tru stee  of its 
m anagerial board.

“H e’s a  keeper,” 
c hurch secre tary  lone 
Nowak said. "I think it’s 
g rea t w hat he’s  doing. 
H e’s  a  man w ith a family 
and to take  personal tim e 
to p rese rve  the  cem etery 
for fu ture  generations is 
a ve ry  kind act.”

P e a c e  a n d  m e m o r ie s
“I t’s  peaceful over 

here  in the  cem etery," 
M uirhead said , "like 
stepping back into a time 
long ago, when life  was 
simple."

Initially  sparking his 
in te rest w ith the  histori­
cal site  was the nearness 
o f his childhood home, as 
w ell as th e  fac t tha t his 
grandparen ts, Roland 
and Lillian M uirhead, are  
bo th  buried  there.

“I  rem em ber sitting 
on the  church steps as a 
kid and w atching my 
fam ily and friends play 
football he re  in its front 
ya rd ,” he said.

The Salem-Walker site 
isn 't m ere ly a  source of 
hometown pride, howev­
er. In 2011, it w as used to 
film  a scene in the  Holly­
wood film  The Five-Year 
Engagem ent.

“I t  w as p retty  in te r­
esting," M uirhead said. 
“T hey shot a  rainy  day 
scene during a  beautiful 
sunny w eekend. I’m  not 
sure  how they  did it.”

T he Salem-W alker site 
also has gained publicity 
as a  m em ber of the  H is­
to rical W ashtenaw Area 
A ttractions group and as 
a  hot spot for ghost seek­
e rs  such a s  the  South 
Lyon Paranorm al Soci­
ety.

W hile the  cem etery is 
a lm ost 200 years old, it’s 
still in  use  today. The 
Salem-W alker Church 
and C em etery holds an 
annual C hristm as service 
the  Sunday before  Dec.
25 and is open for wed­
dings, concerts or special 
occasions. The church 
can be reached  a t 248- 
437-0394.

“Because of people 
like Ryan, the  Salem- 
W alker site  will now be 
available fo r the  public's 
appreciation for many 
years  to  come,” Nowak

P H Y S IC A L  M E D IC IN E  
a n d  R E H A B IL IT A T IO N
in Your Neighborhood

Don't be left beh ind...C all 734-582-8363 today to learn moi

A E nw r onm cnm

£<i Tipping Point Theatre
f  , / \ i

To sc h ed u le  a n  a p p o in tm e n t,  
pleave  call 313-745 -4600
For an independent medical 
exam, please call 313-745-1218

Rehabilitation 
Institute o f Michigan 

_  _  . |  . . Novi Center
U n i v e r s i t y  42005 w . 12 mmc Road
Physician G roup  Novi, Ml 48377

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME



G o u r m e t  M a r k e t

JOE’S SMOKEHOUSE MEATS
Baby Back Ribs • Spare Ribs • Sausages 

Great for family gatherings!
TRY THEM ALL

■Prices valid 6-12-14 to 6-18-14, 2014 • While Supplies Last

33066 W. Seven Mile 
Livonia, MI 

248-477-4323 
H ours: 

M on.- S a t. 
9 am -8pm  

S un. 
9 am -6pm

F resh  -  A ll  N a tu r a l  L a m b  S h a n k s  $5.99 lb  S a v e

USDA Premium Choice Angus JoC S RcOdy to ©rill
Porterhouse, T-Bone M a r i n a t e d  N a b o b s
or New York S trip  Italian, Herb & Garlic, Mesquite or Teriyaki

$ 0 9 9 *  B e ^ 8 9 2  c m e n * 5 9 9
S  lb $2-00 lb_______________________ Save $1.00 lb_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

$ 9 9 9 Save 
lb $2.00 lb

J o e ' s  H a n d m a d e  USDA Premium Choice Angus
S a u s a g e  G r o u n d  B e e f

Sweet Italian or Hot Italian f r o m  C h u c k

$ 3 4 9$ 3 9 9
Save $1.00 lb

AH N a t u r a l  F r e s h  Premium Fresh - AH Natural g ^ J l f e ^ C h i c k e n  
B o n e le s s  B on e le ss  Skinless Bacon Muenster or Cordon Bleu

P o r K  C h o p s  C h ic k e n  B r e a s t  $ 4 9 9 , b $ -

$ Q 9 9  $ Q H 9  Italian Chicken Cutlet
l b  s J  l b  ^ Q 9 9  sav e

Save $1.00 lb Save 5 0 t lb ' r  J  ^  ^  l b  $1.00 lb

..................

Joes Ready to  G rill

B u r g e r s
Bacon Cheddar. Ja lap en o  

C heddar, M ushroom  Sw iss 
o r Bleu C heese

$ 4 9 9 b
_______ Save $1.00 lb_______

Entrees to (Go
Stuffed Chicken
Bacon M uenster or Cordon Bleu

$2.00 lb

All N atu ra l F resh
B a b y  B a c k

P 'k s

$ 3 9 9 b
 Save $1.00 lb_______

Kousemade 
Spinach Feta 

Chicken Sausage
$ 3 9 9 |b

Save $1.00 lb

Nathans

Beef Hotdogs
$ 4 9 9

Save $1.00 lb

Leinenkugel „
All V arieties

$799 W i
>  6 - p a c l t - ^ y

14 Hands 
Wines
All varietals

$ 0 9 9
Save 2.Save 2.00 btl 1

Shorts
H u m a Lupa 
L ic io u s I  PA

$ 0 9 9
%W 6 -p a c k

Sterling
Vintner’s Select
All ■ ... va ntr. 1 ..

Save $1.00 pkg

Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade ‘

Save 2.00 btl u
_____________ S E A F O O D  p i m

C o l d  W a t e r  L o b s t e r  T a i l s  $ 5 . 9 9  e a  ( 4  o z )  S a v e  $ 2 . 0 0  e a

Fresh  - F irst of th e  Season F resh Ready to  Grill F resh Wild Caught

Copper River Sodeye Salmon L a k e  T r o u t  Cedar Plank Salmon Swordfish Steak
Q 9 9  e a v .  s a v e

■ ^  lt> $ 6 .0 0  lb lt> $1.00 lb

Ready to  Grill Alaskan

Shrimp Skewers Red King Crab Legs 
$ | 0 9 9 ,K $  I * S 9 9  MS T er t■ I d  $ i.o o  lb  ■ v J  I d  $ 3.00 lb

Fresh Atlantic

Rainforest Tilapia C od  Loins m

Fresh Wild Caught

M a r lin
Ready to  Cook

Crab Stuffed Sole

$ 7 " .

$ 1 1 4 . 9 9  . «
■ 1  lt> $ 2 .0 0  lb

All Natural

Cooked Shrimp (3I/H0ct)
$ I S 9 9 lfv —•  /t>  $ 3 .0 0  lb

$ L l9 9  s .1 e a  $1.0 
EZ Peel

Raw Shrimp t

Italian Bread
$2 .9 9

Rustic French
$2 .9 9

Butter Croissants

* 1 .4 9

o| bread)
33048 Seven Mile Rd. 

Livonia, MI

2 4 8 - 4 7 7 - 4 3 1 1

H ours:- 
Tuesday-Sunday 8 am -6p m , 

Closed M onday

Chocolate 
Cherry Scones

*1 .4 9
Hamburger Buns

* 1 .9 9  .
Challah Dinner Rolls

* 3 .4 9  -



FATHER’S DAY  
SPECIALS

P ic k  u p  all o f D ad ’s F a v o rite s  f ro m  S teak  
& S h r im p  to  C o rn  on  th e  Cob & F re sh  

B aked P ie  to  m ak e  a G ran d  C e leb ra tio n ! 

M joe’siEverui W eekend GRILLING HOURS! 
Saturdays 11-3 • Sundays 12-4  

M onday^ Saturday 9  8 Prices good from 6-12-14 to 6-18-14 while supplies last.

33152 W. SEVEN MILE RD • LIVONIA, MI 2 4 8 .4 7 7 .4 3 3 3  ( P]

OIK.WK ntOMTKSPM I M.S
Lacinato Kale

G o u r m e t  M a rk e t

5 \
CE /

J t> c ?  ’s  M e a t  
&  S e a f o o d

P R O  D  U  C  E

$ 3 79 $ £ 1 9
G reen O nions C a n ta lo u p e

6 0 S  a $2 6?
2 4 8 .4 7 7 .4 3 2 3  ( )

Washington Georgia Texas Southern
Crisp & Sw eet Bi-Color Seedless Sw eet & Juicy

Bing Cherries Sweet Corn Watermelon Peaches

Carolina Driscoll’s
Crisp & Sw eet California

Blueberries Raspberries

* 4 9.9 K i n  $3 !l!l s l 49 2 / * 5  2 / * 5

Boar’s Head. 
O v en g o ld  

T u rk ey

Boair’s Head
Vermont Cheddar 

Yellow or White

Dietz & Watson
H o n ey  BBQ  

C h ick en

Old Tyme 
T u rk ey  
B r ea st

Jarlsberg
S w iss

C h eese
$ 7 4 9

Boari Head

Sa ve  $2.50 lb

Boar’s Head 
T avern  

H am
$ r f 4 9

jj j  Boari Head 

S a ve  $ 1 .50  lb  

Boar’s Head
E v erro a st  
C h ick en

$ 6 9 ®.
Sa ve  $ 4.00 lb

Joe’s
Potato Salad v S '
Regular or Mustard

*249. ®  *8". »  *499. @ *7".

Sa ve  $ 3.00 lb  

Dietz & Watson
D o m estic  

S w iss

Old Tyme
G en oa
S a la m i

Sa ve  $ 4.00 lb  

Dearborn
R o a st
B e e f

S a ve  $ 1.00 lb

Dietz & Watson 
B e e f  

P a stra m i

Save  $2.00 lb

Morel & Leek 
Monterey Jack 

Cheese

*749 JSL *99» •  $9 99 W  *4".
S a ve  $ 2.50 lb

Old Tyme 
M u en ster  

C h eese

Save  $2.00 lb  

Dearborn
S m o k eh o u se

H am

$5"»
Sa ve  $ 3.00 lb

■5?

Sa ve  $ 2.00 lb

B A K E R Y C A F E
R u f u s  T e a g u e

BBQ Sauces $ 4 9 9
t i o o i e r  s

Wing G rilling Sau ces 9 9
1 2  oz._________________________  A

C a n a d ia n  S u g a r  M aple

H ard w ood  C harcoal $ 0 9 9
8 .8  lb  bag________________________ t - /

P a r ty  S iz e , K e ttle  K r in k le  C u t

Potato Chips $ 3 9 9

F a t h e r ’s  D a y  P ie s
C h o c o l a t e  S i lk ,  K e y  L im e ,  S t r a w b e r r y ,  

L e m o n  M e r i n g u e  &  P e a n u t  B u t t e r

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Coffee 
Flavor of the Week:

S ta rtin g $ 4 4 9 9

Dad’s Favorite Cakes Jnp’s Fresh
Traditional or Milk Chocolate _  ,  n n

Bumpy Cake Baked Muffins
*26" $ 4 9 9

Sm M  $ 1 6 "  ^  ’
4pks

A l l  F la vo rs

Yellow Mustard
2 0  o z .  G l u t e n  F r e e  }
* N o  S u g a r * N o  C a r b s  a a d t  U  \

G O U R M E T
Chef’s Feature 

G rille d  B is tro  S tea k
w ith  C itrus Garlic Soy Glaze

B a b y  B a c k  
B B Q  R ib s
S a v e  $ 2 .0 0  lb________

$ 1 0 9 ?.
B u ffa lo  C h ic k e n  
P a sta  S a la d
S a v e  $ 1 .0 0  lb_________________

$ 4 9 9

Planning a 
Special Occasion?
We’re the first people you should invite 

to your next party. Let Joe’s take care of  
detail...w hether it is  a corporate meeting, 
backyard BBQ or intim ate to extravagant 

weddings...W e can make it happen!!!

Call 248-477-4333 x 226

" o J? L r e c i c f l
8-4TT-4311 'I Hours: Tues-Sim M* Clo:

Roasted
Redskin Potatoes lb
S a v e  $ 1 .0 0  lb_________

G o r g o n z o la
S la w
S a v e  $ 1 .0 0  lb

$ 4 9 9

I t a l ia n
B r e a d
$ 2 9 9

R u s t i c
F r e n c h

$ 2 "

B u t t e r
C r o i s s a n t s

$ 1 4 9

Chocolate 
Cherry Scones

$ J 4 9

M i c h i g a n
B l a c k b e r r y
Save $1.00 lb m
Cyclone
C o t t o n  C a n d y
All Varieties m
Squirrel Nut
Z i p p e r s $3 92
Suzie Delight
P e a n u t  B u t t e r  &  " " $ 0 4 9  
M a c a r o o n  C o o k ie s  O  ea

L in d e m a n ’s
W i n e s
750ml A ll varietals Save $3.00 bti

$ 4 9 9

M e z z a  C o r o n a  
W i n e s
A ll varietals Save $2.00 btl

$ 0 9 9

& d o n n a y $ 1 2 "j  Save $5.00 btl

P e l e e  I s la n d  
S em i-S w eet M erlol

1 Save $3.00 btl

$ g 9 9

J o h n n y  A p p leseed  
H a r d  C i d e r
6 packs

$ g 9 9

A tw ater
H o p - a - P e e l
6 packs

$ g 9 9
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D1 SO FTB A LL R E G IO N A L S

Miscues 
costly as 
Canton 

falls
Bulldogs take 

advantage in 6-1 

win over Canton

The two top team s in 
D ivision 1 m et Thesday 
afternoon in a girls soft­
ball quarterfina l m atch­
up a t Novi.

Only one 
team s had a good game, 
however. Canton made 
four key e rro rs  and 
could only m anage two 
hits against Romeo sen­
io r p itcher Taylor Weav­
e r  as the  Bulldogs rolled 
to a  6-1 triumph.

It m arked  the  second 
consecutive season that 
W eaver got the  best of 
the  Chiefs and pitcher 
H anna W arren in the 
quarterfina ls. Incidental­
ly, W eaver and Warren 
will be fu tu re  room m ates 
and team m ates a t Cen­
tra l M ichigan University.

“You can’t give a  good 
team  fou r outs,” lam ent­
ed Canton first-year head 
coach A1 White, whose 
team  w ent into the game 
ranked No. 1 in D1 with 
Romeo ranked second. 
“We didn't play our best 
today. T hey’re  a good 
team , w e 're  a good team , 
they w ere the best team  
today."

Canton senior short­
stop Paige Aresco, whose 
double in the  th ird  was 
the  only w ell-struck ball 
against W eaver (the 
C hiefs’ o ther h it was of 
the  infield variety, by 
senior Bryn B irch ler in 
th e  seventh), gave props 
to  the  Rom eo righty.

“She was throw ing us 
inside rea lly  well, she 
ju s t beat us today,” A res­
co said. “She th rew  very 
well, she’s a  g rea t pitcher

See CHIEFS, Page B2

C H IE F S  G E T  IT  D O N E
C a n t o n  b e s t s  M e r c y  f o r  s e c o n d  s t r a i g h t  r e g i o n a l  c r o w n

Trotting back to  the Canton dugout after 
scoring in the  sixth on a Hanna Warren 
double are Elizabeth Yager (No. 1) and 
Kendyl Richter. At left is Hannah Shuler 
(No. 21).

S a tu rd a y  w as d e ja  vu a ll ove r 
again  fo r C anton’s  v a rs ity  
g ir ls  so ftba ll team .

F o r  th e  second  y e a r  in  a 
row, th e  C hiefs  de fe a te d  

F a rm ing ton  H ills M ercy  fo r th e  D i­
v ision  1 reg iona l cham pionsh ip  at 
Novi H igh  School, th e  la te s t tr ium ph  
a  10-1 she llack ing  in stead  o f  a  one- 
ru n  na ilb ite r  — w hich  w as th e  case  
in 2013.

An 11-hit a tta c k  w as m o re  than  
enough fo r se n io r p itc h e r  H anna 
W arren , w ho gave up  ju s t fou r hits 
a n d  s tru c k  ou t eigh t, on ly  g iv ing  up  a 
run  in  th e  bottom  o f  th e  firs t.

W arren , w ho has be en  bo the red  
b y  an  an k le  in ju ry  m o s t o f  th e  sea ­
son, w as s tro n g  th roughou t and  also 
he lped  h e r  ow n cau se  w ith  a  tw o-run 
double  in th e  th ird  to  open  up  a  4-1 
edge.

“Sh e’s no t 100 p e rc en t, e ither,” 
sa id  C anton 's f irs t-y ea r  head  coach 
A1 W hite, w hose No. l-ranked  team  
im proved  to  32-7. “She m issed  p ro b ­
ab ly  ab o u t fo u r  w eeks o f  w ork  w ith 
th a t ank le. She cam e  ba ck  and  tr ie d  
to  p itch  a  couple  tim es. She go t us 
th ro u g h  th e  gam es th a t she  th rew  
b u t it w as hu rtin g  her.

“I f  you w atch  h e r  w hen  she  h its  
and  ru n s , she ’s  s ti ll go t th a t lit tle  bit

See REGIONAL. Page B2

HOCKEY MISSION
Disabled U.S. veteran’s Michigan Warriors league aims to  spark 

competition, camaraderie among military ‘brothers'

Livonian Josh Krajewski takes a breather at 
Suburban Ice - Farmington Hills. He is 
organizing a nonprofit hockey program for 
disabled U.S. veterans. A seven-week clinic 
a t Royal Oak Lindell Arena gets it started.
PHOTOS BY JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

A fter Josh  K rajew ski cam e home to 
Livonia a fte r  serving five years  in the 
United States Army, he longed for the 
sam e kind of cam araderie  and team ­
work. He needed a  reason to  com pete 
and pull together fo r a common goal.

T hen Krajewski discovered hockey 
through the B reakfast Club morning 
program  at Suburban Ice  - Farm ington 
H ills and found a pe rfec t physical and 
social outlet.

He w ants other ve terans to  make 
that same discovery.

T his spring, the Livonia Stevenson 
alum is leading ano ther mission, to

launch the  Michigan W arrior Hockey 
Program  designed for any disabled or 
wounded veteran  — rega rd less  of skill 
level, in jury  o r  gender — who want to 
be p a rt of som ething again.

“W hen guys get ou t of the  military, 
they lose tha t team -building concept 
and that cam araderie  concept," said the 
27-year-old K rajew ski before  a recent 
drop-in hockey session a t Suburban 
(w here he also skates in a  spring league 
for adu lts of varied  skill levels). "... 
They w orked together for years  and 
years  w ith the  sam e guys and they 
don’t have tha t anymore.

“So w hat I rea lly  w ant ve terans to

See WARRIORS, Page B3

Playing hockey renews competitive juices 
and camaraderie dormant in some U.S. 
veterans after they are discharged. Josh 
Krajewski (right) wants his fledgling 
Michigan Warriors league to provide that 
opportunity for other vets.
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of a  limp. B u t ... I  th ink 
the  adrenaline will carry  
he r through  now."

The Chiefs have anoth­
e r  encore w aiting for 
them , too, as they  square 
off against Romeo a t 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday in a D1 
quarterfina l, also hosted 
by Novi.

W arren will face  Ro­
meo p itcher Thylor Weav­
er, repeating the  pitching 
m atchup from  last year’s 
quarterfina l — which the 
Chiefs dropped.

“I think it's going to  be 
huge,” said Canton senior 
shortstop Paige Aresco, 
about the team  banking 
on last season’s experi­
ence. "We’ve already 
been through this, we’re 
ready  to go and ready  and 
we’re  looking for some 
revenge from  last year.

“We’re  swinging the  
bats really well and w e're  
fielding rea lly  well."

Sp ark  p lu g s
Aresco w as a  big rea ­

son for Canton’s  success 
Saturday. She w ent 2- 
for-3 in the  11-0 semifinal 
win over Birmingham 
Seaholm and followed up 
with a  2-for-3 outing 
against the  Marlins, driv ­
ing in th ree  runs and 
scoring another.

M ercy also reached 
the  regional final thanks 
to a blowout, rom ping to a 
10-0 v ictory over Walled 
Lake Central.

S tarting both gam es in 
the circ le  fo r the  M arlins 
was sophomore pitcher

Abby Krzywiecki, where­
as the  Chiefs pitched 
sophomore MacKenna 
Payne in the  Canton win 
over Seaholm.

"T hat was ou r plan 
coming in here," White 
explained. “We thought 
Payne could do it and 
give H anna some rest. It 
w orked ou t tha t way.”

Canton got rolling 
early  against the  fifth- 
ranked M arlins and sta rt­
ing p itcher Abby K rzy­
w iecki w ith a two-run 
first.

Leadoff h itte r  Eliza­
beth  Yager (3-for-4, two 
runs, one RBI) was safe 
on an infield single and 
scored on a  double to 
deep cen te r by senior 
second basem an Kendyl 
R ich ter (2-for-4, two runs, 
two doubles, th ree  RBI).

Following w ith anoth­
e r  run-scoring hit was 
Aresco and the  Chiefs 
nearly  had a  th ird  run in 
the  fram e. A fly  ball to 
righ t would have scored 
Aresco, bu t it w as ruled 
she left th ird  base early  
to  negate  he r tally.

“Y ager is a  g rea t lead- 
off h itte r  and we te ll her 
all the  tim e, ’You get on 
we’re going to score,”’ 
W hite said. "And she  got 
on both gam es, firs t in­
ning, and we scored in 
both.”

A n s w e r  t im e
The M arlins didn’t 

w aste any tim e answ er­
ing, however.

Singling to  cen te r was 
jun ior Alex Sobczak (who 
had tw o of M ercy’s four 
hits in the  contest) and 
she scored on a one-out 
base  hit by Krzywiecki,

slicing the  Canton lead to
2-1.

A fter W arren hit Jo r­
dan Ewald with a pitch, 
W hite came out to have a 
confab with W arren. The 
pep talk  m ust have 
helped the  p itcher relax, 
because she fanned 
Courtney Avromov and 
Molly M urphy to end the 
inning.

“Yes, I had a rough 
firs t inning," conceded 
W arren. “The coach ju st 
cam e out and said ‘You’re  
a be tte r  com petitor than 
this, and our whole team  
is a  b e tter  team  than this.' 
I knew a fte r  tha t inning I 
would se ttle  down."

Canton expanded the 
lead to 4-1 in the third 
thanks to  a clutch, two- 
out double off the  fence 
in left by W arren. That 
scored R ichter and Ares-

The Chiefs then  sealed 
the  victory w ith a  six-run 
surge  in the  sixth, knock­
ing Krzyw iecki out of the 
contest.

A bases loaded walk to 
senior Bryn B irchler 
made it 5-1 and Yager 
brought home another on 
an infield chopper.

R ich ter and Aresco 
capped off the  uprising, 
each plating two runs 
w ith line-drive doubles to 
left.

“I t was fun, me and 
Yager ju s t try  our best to 
ge t on base," said Richter, 
who hopes to  w alk on at 
Wayne State University. 
“Because we have a 
strong lineup behind us.

"Paige hits us around 
all the  tim e, so we’re 
ready  for he r to  h it be­
hind us.”

W arren had little trou­
ble getting th rough the 
final two innings, despite 
a double to  cen ter by 
M urphy in the  seventh.

S ta r t in g  s tr o n g
In  the  five-inning, 

m ercy-rule victory over 
Seaholm, the Chiefs 
scored four runs in the 
firs t and Payne shut 
down the  Maples, giving 
up ju s t two hits and str ik ­
ing out nine.

Sparking the  offense 
w ere R ichter (2-for-3, 
three-run triple), Aresco 
and Nicole Clark (2- 
for-3).

According to  W arren, 
the job  tu rned  in by 
Payne was an unsung 
reason behind he r own 
strong game in the final. 
That gave he r a  chance to 
be fully rested  and ready 
for the Marlins.

“I’m  feeling a lot be t­
ter, not sore a t all," War­
ren  said. “It helps having 
the  (four) pitchers that

Making a catch deep in left-center to  end the sixth inning 
Saturday is Canton's Elizabeth Yager, john kemski | express

we do tha t a re  each ex­
traord inarily  good on 
the ir own term s.

“To have tha t support 
and to not have to pitch 
the  firs t gam e was a huge 
reliever. She (Payne)

pitched awesome."
Canton’s other p itch­

e rs  include jun ior Han­
nah Shuler and freshm an 
Peyton Philbeck.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

D1 BO Y S GOLF FINAL

Title bid off course; Wildcats slip to fifth place
T here  wouldn’t  be a 

Day 2 com eback this 
e around fo r Ply-

f irs t day of th e  Division u rday’s action bu t fell
1 finals a t M ichigan State fu rth e r  behind — ulti-
U niversity ’s p a r  72 For- m ately finishing fifth
est A kers E as t course  to w ith a 296-301-597 tally,
fo rce  a fifth -p layer tie- Sw artz Creek (293-

m outh’s  varsity  boys golf cham pion B attle Creek 
team . Lakeview.

The W ildcats in 2013 
rallied  from  a three- 
s troke  deficit a fte r  the

b rea k er  against ultim ate  291-584) edged Novi-
-i c'— Det roi t  Catholic Central

(293-292-585) for the
L ast w eekend, Ply­

m outh tra iled  by th ree  
s trokes en tering  Sat-

championship.
“The guys w ere fo­

cused and ready  to play,”

C E A P
Users

H ate that tangle o f  

hoses straps and mask?

There is an FD A  

approved alternative!

Call now  for a free 

consultation

( 7 3 4 )  6 5 6 - 9 8 1 1

said Plym outh head 
coach D an Young about 
h is squad. “I’m  vei7  
p roud of these  seniors. 
T hey have estab lished  a 
tradition of excellence a t 
Plym outh ove r the  last 
four years .”

One of those  seniors, 
Chris Kozler, cam e in 
tied fo r n inth overall 
among individuals w ith a 
71-72-143 scoreline.

Seniors John  Tatti 
(73-73-146) and Evan 
Chipman (74-77-151) also 
had solid show ings in

160 finish.
Also for Plymouth, 

Kyle Melnick and Alex 
D ecker com bined for a 
82-79-161 tally.

Canton jun ior Donnie 
TYosper, who ba ttled  the

line.
“On Friday  he was 

feeling under the  w eath­
er,"  Chiefs head coach 
Tom Alles said. "... Be­
cause of tha t I think it 
a ffec ted  his concentra­
tion level which resu lted  74-148).

r e tu rned  to the  course 
fee ling b e tte r  and de ter­
m ined to  play his best 
golf.

“Donnie was disap­
pointed w ith his play on 
Friday  bu t show ed a

w ell on Saturday."
For Catholic Central, 

top pe rfo rm ers were 
Jam es Piot (tied fo r sixth 
overall, 72-70-142), Do- 
m enic M ancinelli (72-76- 
148) and G lenn Piot (74-

th e ir  p rep  finales. Fresh- in an  unusual am ount of 
m an Ja ck  Boczar bogeys and only one
chipped in w ith  a 78-82- birdie. On Saturday  he

tsmith@hometownlife.cc
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and she  made us uncom­
fortab le  in the  box, for
sure.” --------------

The Chiefs (32-8) took th rew  wildly to  f irs t  on a
an early  1-0 lead in the  com e-backer and Romeo
• ’ ’ junior ca tcher Kayla

of a p itcher she  is," said 
White, about Weaver. 
“She can get to  tha t next 
gear, and tha t’s  w hat it 
takes as a  competitor.” 

Staked to the  one-run 
lead, W arren could not 
hold it fo r long. She

Noch singled up the  mid- who

speedsters Elizabeth 
Y ager and K endyl Rich­
te r  from  getting on base 
in the  bottom half. Had 
e ither reached  safely, the 
Chiefs m ight have been 
in business w ith Aresco 
and W arren coming to 
the  plate.

Instead it was another 
1-2-3 fram e for Weaver,

and H annah Shuler, sand- die to score Geordin 
wiched around an error, 
loaded the  bases  with 
nobody out. H alee  W ar­
ren  then  was safe  a t f irs t 
w hen the  Romeo short­
stop th rew  late to home 
try ing  to  force  courtesy 
runner Olivia Grant.

But W eaver slammed 
the  door shut on fu rther 
dam age, helping h e r own 
cause  by turning a  line 
drive up the  m iddle into 
a  double play.

down 12 ba tters 
until B irchler’s

  m eaningless single.
“T hat th ird  basem an 

S m a ll b a ll (E rin Barg) m ade one
Another Canton e rro r  heck of a  play on Yager’s 

allowed B reanna Olley to chopper,” W hite said.
"And then  the  shortstop 
(G ardner) then cam e and 
topped he r w ith tha t 
backhand in the  hole and 
throw s ou t Kendyl.
T hat's two legitim ate 
g rea t plays righ t there .” 

Romeo (30-6) then 
opened up a 4-1 edge in

P U B L IC  C O U R S E S

reach  firs t to open the 
fifth  and she moved 
around to  score th e  go- 
ahead run  on a  sacrifice 
bunt, infield single (by 
Craun) and a successful 
squeeze bunt by Morgan 
G ardner.

Two defensive gem s .
‘T hat shows how good by  Romeo infie lders kept the  sixth, helped by two 

m ore Canton erro rs . The 
big blow was a tr ip le  to 
cen te r by B arg, who 
scored on a  wild relay 
throw  to  third.

The Bulldogs tacked 
on tw o insurance runs in 
the  seventh, bu t by that 
tim e, the  outcome essen­
tially  was sealed because 
of W eaver’s  dominance. 
She struck  out eight 
b a tters  and seem ed to 
get stronger as the  game 
proceeded.

’T h at 's  an outstanding 
team  over there ," Romeo 
coach Dave M cIntyre 
said. "Hanna W arren is 
an excellent pitcher, and 
it took every th ing  we 
had to  pu t the  ball in
play‘ . . .  ,"... We capitalized on 
some opportunities, we 
got some m omentum, 
played a little  small ball 
which isn’t ve ry  custom ­
ary  for us. But today it 
w orked out.”

Romeo advanced to 
T hursday’s sem ifinal at 
Michigan State U niver­
sity. The Bulldogs will 
face  Bay City W estern.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
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She’s ready for new heights at CMU

Plymouth's Holly Stark recently signed to  join Central Michigan 
University’s women's track and field team. On hand to celebrate her 
signing day are: (back row. from left) Wildcats' head coach Ricky Styes 
and assistant coach Laura Mamassian; (front row, from left) her mom, 
Cheryl Stark, Holly Stark and her dad, David Stark, john kemski | express

Plymouth graduate 

Stark groomed to  be 

heptathlete for Chippewas

By Tim Smith

T here ’s no seven  ways 
about it.

H aving ju s t g raduated  from 
P lym outh H igh School, Holly 
S tark 's fu tu re  as a  college 
heptath lete  is ju s t a round the 
corner.

And yes, the  17-year-old 
S tark  recen tly  signed her 
national le tte r  o f inten t with 
NCAA Division I Central 
M ichigan U niversity  to  com­
pete  in a ll seven events o f  the 
heptathlon, a lthough h e r best 
event w ith the  W ildcats was 
the  100-meter hurd les (she 
recen tly  placed 19th in that 
event a t the  D1 sta te  finals at 
Rockford).

A ccording to  Stark, a  Can­
ton residen t, she found out 
th a t h e r fu tu re  w ith the Chip­
pew as included the  heptathlon 
during  em ail correspondence 
w ith coaches a fte r  she decided 
CMU was a  pe rfec t fit fo r her.

" It will b e  interesting to see 
w hat happens," said Stark, 
about becom ing a heptathlete. 
“But it’s  a  lot of train ing  all at 
o n c e .... Obviously, th e re ’s

going to  be fru stra tions in 
try ing  to learn so m any new 
things a t once, bu t I’ll ju s t try  
and tackle one thing a t a  tim e, 
one problem  a t a  tim e.

“I think is w hat's going to 
get m e through  it."

CMU coach M ark  G uthrie 
gauged h e r in terest, a lthough 
she  likely would have had the 
scholarship rega rd less  ju s t on 
h e r ou tstanding perform ances

in the  100 hurdles.
S tark  won the  regionals in 

tha t even t la st m onth a t the 
P a rk  w ith a  m ark  of 16.53 
seconds; h e r personal best for 
the  year was 16.29.

"H e said 'H ey, looking a t 
your body type  and your tim es 
w e’re  thinking about having 
you in the  heptathlon, which is 
shot put, javelin , high jum p, 
long jum p, 800, 200 and 100-

m eter hurdles ," she said. "I'm  
ju s t rea lly  excited to  have the 
opportunity  to continue to 
com pete outside o f high school 
and kind of move forw ard."

M in d  o v e r  m a t t e r
Stark 's ve rsa tili ty  is only 

exceeded by h e r de term ina­
tion and m ental toughness to 
not let obstacles stop her.

Throughout h e r four-year 
c a ree r with the  Plymouth 
varsity , she  endured  num erous 
sprained  ank les and pulled 
muscles.

“I sprained  m y ankle m ul­
tiple  tim es, m ostly  on the 
right; it's  been a t least five 
tim es," S tark  said. “I have 
perm anent ligam ent dam age 
in m y righ t ankle, and have 
had to go to  the  doctor m ul­
tiple  tim es fo r custom -m ade 
ortho tics to keep m y bones 
a ligned because  th e re ’s a 
sligh t til t  tha t gives m e the 
tendency  to roll (the  ankle).

“Sophom ore y e a r  I pulled 
m y quad and w as p re tty  much 
in a w rap until the  end of the 
season, and this season I also 
have a pulled quad. So I 've  
ju s t been dealing w ith those 
things a ll a long.”

A ccording to W ildcats head 
coach R icky Styes, those in­
ju r ie s  never de terred  Stark  
from  h e r quest to contribute  
to  the  team.

"W e're su p e r excited for 
her,” Styes said. “She’s worked 
h e r way into any scholarship, 
any  opportunities to run in 
college is a te stam en t to  her 
hard  w ork and perseverance.

"She’s ba ttled in ju rie s over 
the  years. That has not slowed 
h e r down o r  stopped h e r in 
any way, shape or form."

Styes added tha t the  CMU 
coaching s ta f f  will be getting 
a  standout a th lete  and person 
to w ork w ith over the  next 
four years.

"Holly's one of those girls, 
one o f  those  ath letes, tha t you 
only get once in a  while,” he 
said. “From  a coaching per­
spective, she’s  one o f  the  easi­
e st kids to coach because  she 
w ants to  do well, she  works 
hard  to do well and we ju st 
kind of guide her in the  right 
direc tion  and let h e r do her

With a  ve ry  successful high 
school c a ree r behind her,
S tark  now can 't w ait to see 
w hat lies ahead.

“I w ant to take  it as fa r  as 
possible,” Stark  said. “I would 
be ex trem ely  happy with 
eventually  qualifying for na ­
tionals, tha t's  w hat's nex t a fte r  
sta tes. W hatever comes, 
com es.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com

M E N ’S SO C CER

Catic’s hat trick bolsters Bucks’ 6-0 PDL triumph
T he M ichigan Bucks 

flexed  th e ir  offensive  m uscle 
S a tu rday  n igh t be fo re  a  huge 
c row d o f  Saline A rea Soccer 
A ssociation (SASA) sup­
p o r te r s  w ith  a  6-0 rom p over 
K-W U nited FC a t Saline H.S.

T he O ntario  squad  from  
K itchene r and W aterloo (2-1-1, 
seven  po in ts) cam e into the 
gam e a s  th e  only undefeated  
team  in th e  P re m ie r  D evel­
opm ent L eague’s (PDL) G reat 
L akes D ivision and  had not 
c onceded a goal in  th ree

gam es on th e  season.
T hat all changed w hen the  

team  leading sc o re r Dzenan 
C atic  led the  f irs t place  
B ucks to  th e ir  second 
stra ig h t shu tou t win fo r the 
w eek and  repa id  U nited for 
th e  team 's  only loss on the  
season.

The Bucks, who im proved 
to 3-1-2 (11 po in ts) in the 
G reat L akes’ C en tral C onfer­
ence , got a  h a t tr ic k  from  
C atic, th e  D avenport U niver­
s ity  standout who ta llied

goals in th e  36th m inute 
(from  B randon  B eresford), 
44 th  m inute  (unassisted) and 
71st m inute  (from  Will Rob­
e rts ).

D avid G oldsm ith got the 
nex t two goals in th e  76th and 
81st m inutes, respectively , 
from  K en T ribbett and J e ff  
Adkins.

D efensively, the  B ucks 
w ere  tig h t bu t did y ie ld  a 
couple o f f irs t ha lf  opportun i­
tie s  th a t goa lkeeper Adam 
G rinw is (U n iversity  o f M ichi­

gan) m ade look routine.
In the  26th m inute  he m ade 

a  sliding save  a t th e  six-yard 
box th a t c lea re d  a v e ry  dan­
ge rous chance  for Ja y  Chap­
m an and  in th e  30th m inute  he 
m ade one of his s igna tu re  
d iving saves o ff  a long c ro ss  
th a t w as headed  fo r th e  top 
c o rn e r to  keep U nited o ff  the  
sco re  sheet.

G rinw is is  th e  goals- 
again st league le ad e r w ith 
only two a llow ed in five 
m atches.

T he B ucks who a re  tied  fo r 
f i r s t  in th e  division w ith  the 
C hicago F ire  U-23 (3-2-2,11 
points), will spend  the  r e s t of 
the  m onth  on the  road  and 
th a t beg ins w ith a tr ip  to To­
ron to  to  take  on th e  Lynx next 
Sunday be fo re  head ing  F r i­
day, Ju n e  20 to  FC London on 
Friday , Ju n e  20.

For m ore  inform ation , 
B ucks hom e gam es o r  youth  
so c ce r cam ps, visit 
w w w .buckssoccer.com  o r  call 
248-334-7460.

WARRIORS
Continued from Page B1

get ou t o f  this is, th e re ’s a 
place fo r tha t to continue a fte r  
the  service. T hat’s w hat I w ant 
this hockey program  to be. I 
w ant it to  be  m ore than  ju st 
coming out on the ice and skat­
ing. I w ant th a t team-building, 
tha t w arrio r sp irit to con­
tinue."

E y e in g  C o m p u w a r e
The team , to b e  known as 

the  M ichigan W arriors, could 
have a fu tu re  home "base" at 
Plym outh Township’s Compu­
w are  Arena.

'T h e y ’re  ve ry  open to help­
ing veterans,"  K rajew ski said. 
'T h e y  take  care  of ve terans at 
every  hockey gam e fo r the 
(Plym outh) W halers, they  do a 
ve teran  sa lute there.

“They host one vet a t each 
game, they 're  very  pro-veteran 
people over there. And that's 
been recom m ended to me by 
other ve teran  organizations, to 
ta lk  to  those guys. So yeah, 
th a t’s definitely  a t the  top of 
ou r lis t w here I w ant to  skate.”

K rajewski — who served  in 
Ira q  and A fghanistan w ith the 
3rd In fan try  Division, and 
d ischarged with w hat he de­
scribed  a s  an  “invisible 
wound” — alw ays was a  fan  of 
the  D etroit Red Wings growing 
up in Redford Township.

B ut a ll of a  sudden, K rajew ­
ski found out tha t playing 
hockey was much b e tte r  than 
w atching it. H is fledgling 
M ichigan W arriors program  
will give  o the rs  the  sam e op­
portun ity  a t no cost to them.

H e is working w ith The 
M ichigan V eterans Service 
Division to  make it a  501c3 
(nonprofit organization) with 
donations and sponsors hope­
fully enabling m en and women 
to be  fully equipped for game 
action.

S t r e s s - b u s t in g  f u n
“It's  som ething I’ve alw ays 

w anted to  do, I never ju s t had 
the  tim e to do it,” Krajewski 
said. “Once I got onto it I was 
hooked. When I  f irs t sta rted  I 
was skating four or five days a 
week, ju st to  learn how to  do it.

“I w anted to b e tte r  myself 
on the  ice, and it's  ju s t fun. It 
keeps me in shape, and it’s  a 
good stress reliever, it burns 
energy."

All of those positive byprod­
ucts of playing hockey with

m
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Josh Krajewski (right) plays adult hockey a t Suburban Ice - Farmington 
Hills. That arena could be a future home for the Michigan Warriors, as 
could Compuware Arena in Plymouth Township, photos by john kemski | 
EXPRESSPHOTO

buddies w as ev ident during 
K rajew ski’s recen t drop-in 
session with o thers from  Sub­
urban’s Beginner Adult Devel­
opm ental H ockey League.

T he improm ptu skate filled 
a scheduling void for the 
league, on hia tus during Me­
m orial Day week.

For 90 minutes, he skated 
bu t also blew  a tire  on occa­
sion. H e sen t pucks a t goalies 
and th rew  body checks against 
the  boards — all with a big grin 
on his face.

Like a kid in a candy store.
“Absolutely, w hether it’s 

drop-in with guys I’ve never 
skated with before  or I'm  out 
w ith the  team  I play in a  sea­
son with, it’s  fun," he con­
tinued. “I ju st love being out on 
the  ice.

“All the  guys w ere here  for 
the sam e reason, to be a  little 
com petitive bu t have fun. 
We’re  not all on the  same 
team s out here  (drop-in), but 
w e're  all in the  sam e league 
(BADHL).’’

O p e n  t o  a ll v e t s
The following day, K rajew ­

ski w as headed back to Af­
ghanistan fo r a 10-day stin t in 
p rotec tive  services.

H e was expected to  return  
this week and get back to work 
on putting together the  Michi­
gan W arriors, pa tterned  afte r  
successful vets-and-hockey 
program s in M innesota and 
W ashington, D.C.

The firs t salvo will b e  a 
seven-week developmental 
clinic a t Royal Oak Lindell Ice 
Arena.

“It’s  going to be m ore of a 
developm ent and team -build­

ing seven  w eeks, le t everybody 
get to  know each o the r on the 
ice and have fun," K rajewski 
said. "Build off tha t team  sp irit 
th a t we have from  the  m ilitary 
and c a rry  it over onto the  ice.”

The ultim ate goal is fo r the  
program  to have enough play­
e rs  to  have “standup” and 
“sled” divisions and play  in a 
house league.

“We’re  doing a  standup 
p rog ram  fo r the  guys th a t can 
stand up and play hockey and 
w e're  doing a sled program  for 
guys tha t can’t stand  up, 
w hether they ’re  missing a 
limb, w hether they 're  paralyz­
ed, w hatever it m ay be,” K ra­
jew ski explained. "W e're doing 
both because we don’t d iscrim ­
inate against certain  disabil­
ities.

“We w ant to  welcome and 
invite any ve teran  tha t w ants 
to  com e out and skate. We’re  
going to  do both.”

G e tt in g  o n  b o a r d
T here  could be  fundra isers 

and charity  skates all over 
m etro D etroit with d ifferent 
team s, perhaps even the  Red 
Wings Alumni.

“This p rogram , while we’re  
a  disabled ve teran  team  pro­
gram , th a t’s  not w hat we’re  
focusing on,” K rajew ski said. 
"We’re  not focusing on T h is  
guy broke his back, th is  guy 
lost a  leg.’ T hat's not w hat the 
p rogram 's about.

“I t ’s about building that 
team w ork and cam araderie  
and having the  guys come out. 
Instead of staying home, hang­
ing out by them selves, not sure  
w hat to  do w ith the ir  lives, 
give them  som ew here to

During a recent drop-in session a t Suburban Ice - Farmington Hills, it 
w as tough for Josh Krajewski to  stop skating — or smiling.

VETERANS PLAY
What: Livonia's Josh Krajewski is organizing the Michigan Warrior 
Hockey Program. He is working to get the program designated as a 
501c3 entity (non-profit).
Warriors: The team will be known as the Michigan Warriors and the 
logo will feature the outline of the Michigan mitten, resplendent in 
red-white-and-blue colors.
Who: The program will be open to any disabled/wounded U.S. veter­
ans regardless of skill level, severity of injury, gender and age. There 
will be "standup" and "sled" divisions, the latter for vets who are 
paralyzed or have lost their limbs in combat.
Where: Later this month, there will be a seven-week development and 
"get to know you" clinic at Royal Oak Lindell Arena. Hopes are to 
branch out across metro Detroit for practices and games, with Compu­
ware Arena in Plymouth Township and Suburban Ice —  Farmington 
Hills possible landing spots.
Sponsors: To help provide equipment for players and defray costs for 
ice time, Krajewski said donations and sponsorships are essential. 
Original Stix: Stepping up so far is Terry Johnson, owner of Detroit- 
based Original Stix (www.originalstix.com). Johnson not only designed 
the Warriors' uniform, the company is in talks with Krajewski about 
running a fundraiser. The company makes cell phone cases out of 
actual hockey sticks.
Contact: Call Krajewski at 313-461-3211 for more information, or send 
him an email atjkrajewski1@yahoo.com.

V eterans from  all over 
(from  Novi to Ann A rbor to  St. 
C lair Shores) have en thusi­
a stically  em ailed K rajewski 
about lacing them up for the 
c linic in Royal Oak — and 
hopefully beyond, w henever 
and w herever the  gam es fol­
low.

“I’m expecting tha t when 
we firs t ge t on to the  ice, our 
f irs t day, th a t team  bond is

going to take  ove r really 
quick,” he emphasized. “Ju s t 
talking to  guys through emails, 
everybody says 'Can’t wait to 
ge t on the  ice with our broth-
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Youth lacrosse on the rise in Canton
Youth lacrosse  is 

g row ing by  leaps and 
bounds in  Canton, and 
the  Canton Youth La­
crosse  Club is c e leb ra t­
ing on-field success and 
enough dem and to ex­
pand th e  program .

Firs t fo r the  team  
successes: the  CYLC's 
team  in the  division for 
g rades 5-6 won the 
cham pionship in the 
M idw est LaxBash Tbur- 
nam ent and  finished 
w ith a  22-2 record.

And the  club’s team  in 
the  division fo r grades 
7-8 finished in the  sem i­
finals a t th e  tourney, 
com pleting the  year w ith 
a  16-4 m ark.

The CYLC is  opera ted  
by Canton Leisure  Ser­
vices and is the  only 
local rec reational la ­

cro sse  p rogram  serving 
th e  Plym outh and  Canton 
communities.

L acrosse  is one of the 
a rea ’s fastest growing 
sports, a s  underscored  
by enrollm ent figures 
fo r the  CYLC.

W hen the  program  got 
sta rted  six years  ago, 
the re  w ere about 36 
players fo r tw o team s 
(grades 5-8) and coaches 
struggled  to  fill rosters.

Now, the re  a re  six 
team s, from  g rades 3-8, 
w ith m ore  than  120 play­
e rs  and a reg is tra tion  
w aiting lis t annually.

Meanwhile, Canton 
L eisure Services is look­
ing to add a girls pro­
gram  w ith fre e  clinics 
th is  sum m er.

The Canton Youth Lacrosse Club's team in the division for 
grades 5-6 recently won the Midwest LaxBash 
Tournament. Pictured in the back row (from left) are coach 
McLaughlin, N. Mathew, A. Gattoni, M. Kite, J. Hanton, T. 
Schewe, J. Gregory, N. McLaughlin, Coach Caswell, D. 
Bartnicki, K. Witczak, G. Caswell, C. Parks, J. Yoon, E.
Rottell and coach Gore. In the  front row (from left) are H. 
Albano, G. Roach, M. Mihalic, B. Zwarka, S. Peterson and N. 
Warren-Green. Not pictured are coach Albano, B. Allen and 
J. Vickers.

The Canton Youth Lacrosse Club's team in the  division for 
grades 7-8 were semifinalists in the Midwest LaxBash 
Tournament. Pictured in the  back row (from left) are coach 
Hisey, C  Miller, K. Diton, J. Nugent, coach Miller, J. Hansen, 
N. Elwell. N. Azarovitz, coach Flanigan, D. Kaye. B. 
Twinney, C. Flanigan and coach Schneider. In the front row 
(from left) are C. Cunningham, N. Polydoras, N. Stoneburg, 
W. Sievers, I. Schneider, E. Szmagaj, I. Gozdor, P. Benson 
and B. Nowicki. Not pictured is K. Scott.

M e e t in g  t h e  C h a l le n g e !

Local players met the  "challenge" a t the recent Michigan 
Challenge Premier High School Softball Tournament. 
Plymouth High School third baseman Brittney Miller (right) 
won the  tourney's Home Run Derby and Utica Ford II 
pitcher/outfielder Alex Sorgi (left) of Shelby Township won 
the competition for Fastest Runner Home to  Home with a 
time of 10.73 seconds. Both events featured 28 participants, 
one for each of the  28 teams a t the  tourney.

B a n n e r  s e a s o n

Triple-Threat Volleyball, a girls 15-and-under volleyball team based in Livonia, is headed this weekend to  the  USVA- 
Asics National Championships in Chicago after going 12-3 and placing third out of a pool of 36 teams in the Michigan 
Junior Volleyball Association championships held in Grand Rapids. Triple Threat has played in five regional tourna­
ments this season capturing three titles, finishing second once and third in another en route to  a 59-10 overall record 
(best since 1985). Team members include: Beth Scupholm (Stevenson), Lucy Neville (Dearborn Divine Child), Rachael 
Johnson (Stevenson), Megan Gendjar Churchill) and Anna Rozenbaum (Stevenson), all of Livonia; Lydia Bell (Plymouth), 
Katie Rocker (Plymouth), Lauren Meador (Salem) and Jacquelin Bonnell (Salem), all of Plymouth; Emma Hammelef 
(Novi), Novi; and Rachel Wheatley (Divine Child), Belleville. The head coach is Julian Wargo (Farmington Hills). He is 
assisted by Joe Neville and Gary Smart, both of Livonia, joe nevioe

SA N D L O T BASEBALL

Michigan Rams sta rt fast in Collegiate play

Do you know  
what sparks Sam?

(We do.)
With our audience expertise and targeting, we 
can help your business reach more Boomers 
like Sam. Rnd out how O&E Media’s solutions 
—  enhanced by partnerships with companies 
like Yahoo! —  make us the local leader in 
digital marketing.

O bsf.ryt.r  &  E c c e n t r ic  
. . . .  M E D I A

The M ichigan Rams 
a re  o ff to a  flying s ta r t in 
the Livonia Collegiate 
Baseball League.

M ark Weist (Michigan 
State) w ent 2-for-2 w ith a 
trip le  and th ree  RBI as 
the  Ram s im proved to 6-0 
Monday with an 8-3 tr i­
umph the  Michigan Bulls 
a t Livonia’s Ford Field.

Kyle Ju sick  also dou­
bled tw ice with an RBI, 
while TYent D rum heller 
w ent 2-for-4 with a run  
scored. Also collecting 
RBI w ere Johnny Slater 
(two), Dominic Jam ett 
and Travis H arvey  (Hen­
ry  Ford Community Col­
lege/Livonia Stevenson).

Winning p itcher Jake  
Balicki (U niversity of 
Michigan) w ent the  f irs t 
five innings, allowing one 
runs on five hits and 
th ree  walks. H e struck 
out four before Jacob 
G ardner came on to  pitch 
the  final two innings, 
allowing two runs (both 
unearned) w ith four 
strikeouts and th ree  
walks.

M averick Prine led the 
Bulls offensively going
3-for-4 w ith a triple, dou­
ble and run  scored. Dan­
iel dipping (Plym outh 
Christian), Joe  Williams 
and Tyler Reed each 
knocked in a run.

Losing p itcher Nick 
Sarm iento allowed eight 
runs on six  hits, four

walks and two h it batters 
over 5/i innings as the 
Bulls slipped to 4-1-1 in 
theLCBL.

R am s ta k e  pa ir
On Sunday, the  Rams 

took a  double-header 
from  the  Michigan H urri­
canes, 5-1 and 3-1, at Ford 
Field.

Weist w ent 4-for-4 with 
a trip le  and RBI as the 
Ram s took the opener. 
Nolan Page also knocked 
in a pa ir o f runs, while 
S later and Mike Vomas- 
tek  (Stevenson)each 
contributed an RBI.

Left-hander Je ff  So­
renson (Wayne State/ 
Stevenson) allowed just 
one unearned run on five 
hits over the  f irs t 6/j 
innings to pick up the 
victory. H e struck  out 
five and walked three 
before  H unter VanMaele 
cam e on to get the  final 
tw o outs.

Christian H older col­
lected the lone RBI for 
the  H urricanes, while 
sta rting  p itcher Demi- 
tr iu s  Bryant, who gave up 
tw o runs on six hits in 
four innings, suffered  the 
loss.

In the  nightcap, Brody 
H arris  p itched a com­
plete-gam e three-h itte r 
fo r the  Rams. In seven 
innings, the  Spring Arbor 
U niversity  left-hander 
allowed one unearned run

while fanning five and 
walking only one.

Vomastek, who 
knocked in the  game- 
w inning run  in the bottom 
of the sixth, w ent 2-for-3 
as did Nolan Page and J.T. 
Conti. D rum heller also 
added an RBI.

Losing p itcher Je rrid  
T errill gave up th ree  runs 
on five hits, two walks 
and two hit batsm en in 5% 
innings. H e struck  out 
two. TVler K eeter fin­
ished up as the  H urri­
canes slipped to  0-4-1 in 
LCBL play.

M cD o n a ld  s ta r s
H illsdale College's 

Chris McDonald (Steven­
son) was the  hero Friday 
as the  Ram s belted the 
H urricanes a t Ford Field, 
12-0.

McDonald th rew  six 
shutout innings to  pick up 
the  win. H e struck  out 
six, walked two and al­
lowed th ree  hits. Connor 
Fannon completed the 
shutout in the  seventh.

McDonald also went
4-for-5 at the  p late with an 
RBI and tw o runs scored.

O ther offensive pro­
ducers for the Rams 
included Slater (3-for-4, 
th ree  RBI, th ree  runs), 
D rum heller (2-for-4, two 
RBI, two runs), H arvey 
(double, two RBI), Eric 
Jacobson (RBI) and Nick 
H arris  (RBI).

SPORTS R O U N D U P
S a le m  a lu m s  p la y  
J u n e  22

Salem ’s fifth  annual 
baseball alum ni gam e is 
noon Sunday, June  22, at 
the varsity  field.

T here  will be open 
reg istra tion  and batting 
p rac tice  beginning a t 10 
a.m. tha t day. Family and 
friends a re  invited to 
a ttend. So far, players 
from  1975 to 2012 have 
signed up to play.

Contact M ary Theisen

F a th e r 's  D a y  R un
Join the  Plymouth 

YMCA as it  ce lebra tes a 
com m unity trad ition  at 
the 35th Fa the rs  Day 
Run, Sunday, June  15.

The m orning of fun 
and fitness will kick off 
a t 7:30 a.m. with the  De­
tro it T igers mascot 
PAWS leading the  sta rt 
and the N ational Anthem 
by Plym outh a ttorney

John C. Stewart.
The run  offe rs an 

event fo r every  age:
Kid’s Fun Run (7:30 a.m.), 
1-mile walk/run (8 a.m.), 
5K walk/run (8:15 a.m.) 
and lO K at 8:45 a.m.

Meanwhile, volunteers 
fo r the  event a re  needed. 
Contact Cindy Morency 
a t cmorency@ ymca- 
detroit.org.

Proceeds support the 
Plym outh YMCA Annual 
Financial A ssistance 
Campaign.

Learn more! Visit u s  online a t hometownlife.com



ENTERTAINMENT

Inspire Theatre's new digs have plenty of room, photos by bill bresler i staff photographer

INSPIRE THEATRE BACK IN BUSINESS 
WITH NEW, LARGER VENUE

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Insp ire  T heatre  opens a 
two-weekend run  of S teel Mag­
nolias, Friday, June  13 a t its 
new location, a  fo rm er m a­
chine shop, in Westland.

The cast, keeping sc rip ts in 
hand, will presen t the  dram a  as 
a  staged  reading, a cross be­
tw een “reader 's  theate r"  and a 
fully mem orized play.

“T here  a re  props and ex ten­
sive blocking,” said Len Fisher, 
Insp ire  T heatre 's founder and 
director. “Some scenes I’m  
requiring  them  to  memorize."

The form at enables Fisher 
to  quickly stage a play w ithin 
weeks of opening the  com m u­
n ity  theate r 's  doors in its new 
venue a fte r  a  yearlong hiatus. 
Youth actors perform ed in the 
new space last month, bu t Fish­
e r  said he couldn’t w ait fo r the 
fall season to draw  a prim e 
tim e audience.

“We needed to  do som ething 
and do it quickly,” he  said.

Director of Steel Magnolias is Len 
Fisher of Wayne.

“This is  our soft opening."
A grand  opening will coin­

c ide with the  m usical comedy 
revue tha t kicks o ff  the  new 
season in late September. Fish­
e r  said anyone who was in­
volved w ith a p revious show a t 
Insp ire  T heatre  will be invited 
back to  perform . Auditions will 
take  place in August.

S e a r c h in g  f o r  a  h o m e
The new  location is a  depar­

tu re  from  the  theate r’s last 
th ree  venues which w ere  se t at 
churches in the  area. When its 
fo rm er landlord declined to

renew  its lease in spring  2013, 
Insp ire  T heatre  packed away 
props and se ts in sto rage  and 
its  m em bers began looking for 
ano ther ren ta l property. Fisher 
m anaged to find a  tem porary  
site fo r his spring youth pro­
duction, bu t canceled the final 
adult play of the  2012-13 sea-

“Everyone w as looking for a 
building.”

But two m onths into the 
search , a diagnosis of prosta te  
c ancer sidelined Fisher, who 
spent the  sum m er regaining 
h is health a fte r  trea tm ent.

“I t  was a w onderful awful 
thing to  happen because we 
had suspended the  theate r and 
I didn't have to deal w ith it.
T he only thing I had to deal 
with was m y health,” he said, 
adding tha t his prognosis is 
good.

T he theate r resum ed its 
youth classes in F ebruary  at 
T rinity  C hurch in Livonia. 
F isher c red its  pa ren ts  fo r help­
ing to  keep the  youth program

alive a fte r  m onths of inactivity.
“They w ere  all positive and 

anxious to get the  kids back 
into it. T here a re  o the r pro­
g ram s out there . They chose to 
w ait until we got going again. I 
like to  believe we have a pro­
gram  people enjoy being a part 
of and tha t’s  why they  come 
back. T hat is our goal.”

Fisher also had team ed up 
w ith a friend, Tonya Dallas, 
who teaches children how to 
act fo r com m ercials and film. 
She will sha re  the  the 5,000- 
square-foot building tha t Fish­
e r  found while driving along 
E xecutive Drive, north  of Ford 
Road.

R o o m  t o  g r o w
" It’s  p re tty  pe rfec t,” Fisher 

described  the  new space. The 
site  has plenty of room for 
storage, offices, d ressing 
areas, a  stage, an auxiliary 
stage, r ise rs  and the  200 fold­
ing chairs Fisher bought from 
the  Oscoda School District.

"We could te ll it w as a  ma­

chine shop because of the  enor­
m ous am ount of elec trica l 
availability and the  layers of 
d irt,"  F isher said. “W hen we 
ren ted  space  in a church  we 
had to  run  large  cables down 
the length of the  church.” 
M em bers cleaned, pa inted and 
hung lights. F isher hopes to 
build a "green  room" and plat­
form  fo r sound controls.

Insp ire  T hea tre  is running 
an online fundra ising  cam ­
paign fo r venue expenses.

T ickets fo r S teel Magnolias 
a re  $11 for adults and $8 for 
senior c itizens and students. 
Shows a re  a t 7:30 p.m. Friday- 
Saturday, June  13-14 and 20-21, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday, June  15, at 
5767 Executive Drive, West­
land.

A uditions for No Stone Un­
turned, an original m urder 
m ystery  comedy, a re  se t for 
7-9 p.m. Monday-Hiesday, June  
16-17, a t the  theater. The show 
is Ju ly  25-27 and Aug. 1-2.

Call 734-751-7057 for m ore 
information.

ANIMALS
DETROIT ZOO
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
Labor Day, with closing time at 8 p.m. 
Wednesdays in July and August 
Location: 1-696 sen/ice drive and 
Woodward, Royal Oak 
Details: Admission is $14 for adults 
15-61, $10 for senior citizens 62 and 
older, and for children ages 2-14; chil­
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars 
and vans is $5. Detroit Zoological Soci­
ety members get free admission and 
parking.
Contact 248-541-5717

ARTS AND CRAFTS 
JANICE CHARACH GALLERY
Time/Date: Noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, through 
June 26
Location: Jewish Community Center of 
Metropolitan Detroit 6600 W. Maple, 
West Bloomfield
Details: The works of Avraham Loe- 
wenthal are on exhibit. LoewenthaTs 
paintings incorporate themes of Kabba­
lah, holidays and prayer with contem­
porary design 
Contact: 248-432-5448

NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
Time/Date: Gallery hours, 1-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday, through June 28 
Location: 215 W. Cady, Northville 
Details: "West of Center" show is an 
eclectic, contemporary exhibit that 
includes sculpture, encaustic, acrylics, 
photography, mixed-media, oil. water- 
color. glass/ceramic, found object and

VISUAL ARTS ASSOCIATION 
OF LIVONIA
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, 
through June 30
Location: Livonia Civic Center Library, 
second floor Fine Arts Gallery. 33000 
Civic Center Drive, off Five Mile, east of

Farmington Road, Livonia 
Details: "Artiste Expressions" exhibit 
will feature work by association mem­
bers in all media, including watercolor, 
acrylic, oil, pastel and mixed media. 
Work will be available for sale 
Contact: 734-838-1204

AUDITIONS
FARMINGTON PLAYERS
Time/Date: 12:30 p.m. registation; 1

Location: The Farmington Players Bam, 
32332 W. 12 Mile, Farmington Hills 
Details: The theater will stage Arsenic 
and Old Lace September-October. The 
directors are looking for strong charac­
ters. Email the director to request a 
copy of the script
Contact: arsenic©farmingtonplay-

COMEDY 
EMERGENT ARTS
Time/Date: 5 p.m. Sunday 
Location: The Mix Studio Theater, 8 N. 
Washington St, Ypsilanti 
Details: Comedian Chili Challis coaches 
new and experienced standup comics at 
weekly workshops. An open mic show 
follows the class

JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB
Time/Date: 8 p m. Thursday, June 12. 
and 9 p.m. Friday-Saturday, June 13-14 
Location: 36071 Plymouth Road, Uvo-

Details: Featured comedian Melvin 
Bender makes fun of real life situations 
and has opened for Damon Wayens, 
Dave Coulier and Cedric The Entertain­
er. Tickets are $12 Thursday and $16 
Friday-Saturday
Contact: joeyscomedyclub.net 734- 
261-0555

MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY 
CASTLE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Thursday, June 12.

GET O U T! CALENDAR
9:30 p.m. Friday, June 13, and 8 p.m. 
and 10:30 p.m. Saturday, June 14 
Location: Fourth and Troy Streets in 
downtown Royal Oak 
Details: Tony Deyo is known for his 
sharp, quick material and comedic 
timing. Tickets are $10-518 
Contact: 248-542-9900; info©Com- 
edyCastle.com

DANCE 
MUSIC HALL
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday, June 28 
Location: 350 Madison, Detroit 
Details: Complexions Contemporary 
Ballet program includes choreography

special 
$35
Contact 313-557-2143

FILM
PENN THEATRE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. and 9:05 p.m. June 
20-21; 4:45 p.m. and 7 p.m. June 22 and

REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. June 13 and 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. June 14
Location: 17360 Lahser, north of Grand 
River Avenue, Detroit 
Details: Invasion of the Body Snatchers 
and War of the Worlds, $5 
Contact 313-537-2560

HISTORY
KELSEY MUSEUM OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday- 
Friday and 1-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
June 27 through Sept. 7 
Location: 434 State St., Ann Arbor 
Details: The exhibit "Ancient/Modem:

•. $2

The Design of Everyday Things," exam­
ines how inhabitants of the ancient 
Mediterranean and Near East both 
resembled and differed from contem­
porary Americans by juxtaposing an­
cient and modern objects of similar use 
and/or appearance. Opening lecture by 
Donna Braden of The Henry Ford is 6 
p.m. June27. Admission is free 
Contact 734-764-9304

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. Wednesday, 
Friday-Sunday
Location: 155 S. Main, Plymouth 
Details: Admission is $5 for adult 
for ages 6-17 
Coming up: Ghosts of Plymouth walk is 
set for 7 p.m. Sunday, June 29, starting 
at the fountain in Kellogg Park in 
downtown Plymouth. This museum 
fundraiser will consist of tales of early 
Plymouth residents told by characters. 
Advance tickets are $10; $5 for children, 
9 and under, available at the museum 
or through its website, plymouth- 
history.org. Tickets at the door are $5

Contact: 734-455-8940

MEET AND GREET
Time/Date: 7 p.m. June 19 
Location: Baldwin Public Library, 300 
W. Merrill, in downtown Birmingham 
Details: Milica (Mila) Govich, who 
performed in the film, The Fault in Our 
Stars, will talk about the experience of 
filming a movie and will take questions

Contact: 248-647-1700

MUSIC
BERMAN CENTER FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Monday. June 16 
Location: Jewish Community Center of 
Metropolitan Detroit 6600 W. Maple, 
West Bloomfield
Details: Chad Smith, drummer for the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers, will be inter­
viewed by Gary Graff, a music journalist. 
After the interview. Axis Music en- _

sembles will perform with Smith. Tickets 
are $17 for ages 17 and under; $27 for 
18 years and older. Buy tickets 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Berman Center box office, 
online at theberman.org/box-office, or 
at the Berman Center, up to two hours 
prior to the event 
Contact: 248-799-8100

JAZZ@THE ELKS
Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. the last Tuesday 
of the month
Location: Plymouth Ann Arbor Elks 
Lodge 325,41700 Ann Arbor Road, 
Plymouth
Details: Dobbins. Krahnke, and Weed 
Trio perform Tuesday, June 24. $10 
donation at the door includes hors

Contact: 734-453-1780 or email ply- 
mouthel ksl 780@yahoo.eom

MICHIGAN PHILHARMONIC
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 28 
Location: Kellogg Park in downtown 
Plymouth
Details: The orchestra plays a free 
concert, "An American Salute"
Contact: 734-451-2112; michigan- 
phil.org

MIX STUDIO THEATER
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, June 13 
Location: 8 N. Washington Street 
Ypsilanti
Details: Pianist Ann Dahl kicks off a 
series of piano nights at the theater. 
Admission is free. A tip jar will collect

TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE
Time/Date: Most shows start at 8 p 
doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Location: 38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia 
Details: Christopher Williai 
Mark Stuart, June 13. Most snows 
tickets are $15, and $12 for subscribers. 
Only cash and checks accepted. 
Contact 734-464-6302
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H aul out the grill and light up 

the coals — it’s tim e to 
move the F ather’s Day p ar­
ty  to  th e  warm  outdoors. 

Enjoy the company of friends and fam ­
ily on D ad’s special day w ith easy, zesty 
recipes for kebabs.

These v ersatile  skew ered trea ts  are  
sure  to please.

H ere a re  a few  tips and tricks  to use 
w hen grilling w ith skewers:

» To please a  diverse crowd, p repare 
an  assortm ent o f m arinated vegetables 
and m eats fo r guests to customize their 
own skewers.

» Add a  few dashes of hot sauce to 
your favorite condim ents for a  spicy 
tw ist on classics like bottled ketchup, 
barbecue sauce, and mayonnaise.

»> Soaking wooden skew ers in warm  
w ater 30 m inutes b efore grilling will 
help prevent them  from  burning.

For m ore recipes and tips, visit 
www.tabasco.com.

Courtesy of Family Features

SWEET A N D  SPICY FRUIT 
SKEWERS
Makes 4 servings
12 wooden skewers, each about 6-inches long 
3 medium ripe purple plums, each cut Into 8

2 ripe medium peaches, each cut into 8 wedges 
2 tablespoons Tabasco Green Jalapefto Pepper 

Sauce
1 tablespoon honey
2 teaspoons grated ginger
Soak skewers in water to prevent burning, at 
least 30 minutes.
Preheat grill to medium.
Toss plums, peaches. Tabasco Green Sauce, hon­
ey and ginger in large bowl. Skewer 4 wedges of 
fruit on each skewer. Grill 5 to 8 minutes, turning 
once and brushing with any leftover mixture. 
Serving suggestion: Serve as a dessert or as side 
dish with pork, chicken or ribs.

CHICKEN SKEWERS WITH 
AVOCADO CREAM DIP

Y, cup orange juice
1V> teaspoons Tabasco brand Original Bed Sauc
1 teaspoon minced garlic
1Y* teaspoons key lime juice
2 tablespoons chopped cilantro 
1 tablespoon Achiote paste
1 tablespoon minced white onion
2 tablespoons soy sauce 
1 teaspoon salt
4 (5-ounce) chicken breasts cut into 1-inch cub« 

36 pieces total 
Dip
1 medium-sized ripe avocado

1 tablespoon chopped cilantro 
1 teaspoon key lime juice
1 teaspoon Tabasco brand Original Red Sauce 
V. teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons olive oil 
Skewers 
121-inch sq

on)
re pieces white onion (about 1/2

121-inch square pieces green bell pepper (about Vi 
pepper)

121-inch square pieces red bell pepper (about Vi 
pepper)

Whisk marinade ingredients in a large bowl until 
smooth. Fold in chicken pieces. Mix well. Refriger­
ate covered for 30 minutes to an hour.
While chicken is marinating, place all dip ingre­
dients in a food processor and blend until smooth. 
To assemble skewers: Thread one piece of red 
pepper onto a 3- to 4-inch skewer or toothpick, 
followed by chicken, onion, another piece of chick­
en, and green pepper.
Preheat either a grill or a  stovetop griddle to 
medium-high heat. Cook the skewers on the first 
side, about 2 minutes, then turn, cooking for 2 
minutes on all 4  sides.
Serve with Avocado Cream Dip.

THAI CHICKEN MARINADE
Makes 4 servings 
2 tablespoons peanut oil 
2 tablespoons chunky peanut butter 
1V4 tablespoons Tabasco Original Red Sauce 
1 tablespoon lime juice 
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
1 tablespoon minced fresh ginger
1 clove garlic minced
2 teaspoons curry powder
1 pound boneless, skinless chicken breasts 
Scallion for garnish
Combine peanut oil, peanut butter. Tabasco 
Sauce, lime juice, soy sauce, ginger, garlic and curry 
powder in large bowl. Cut chicken along grain into 
VS-inch wide strips; toss in peanut mixture. Cover. 
Marinate at least 2 hours to  overnight 
Soak eight 12-inch-long bamboo skewers in

Preheat grill to medium-high or broiler.
Thread chicken strips lengthwise onto skewers. 
Grill just until cooked through, about 5 minutes.

CHIPOTLE SIRLOIN AND 
VEGETABLE KEBABS
Makes 4 servings
4 (12-inch-long) skewers (or eight 6- 

skewers)
W cup chili sauce
2 tablespoons Tabasco Chlpotle Pepper Sauce 
1 tablespoon fresh chopped rosemary 
VS teaspoon salt
1 pound beef sirloin, cut into 1-inch pieces 
1 medium zucchini, cut Into 1-inch chunks 
1 medium yellow squash, cut into 1-inch chunks

Rosemary sprigs, for garnish
If using wooden skewers, soak skewers in water. 
Combine chili sauce, Tabasco Chipotle Sauce, 
rosemary and salt in medium bowl. Divide mixture 
into 2 bowls. In one bowl, add beef chunks; toss to 
coat. Let stand 15 minutes.
Preheat grill.
Thread beef onto two 12-inch-long skewers. 
Alternately thread zucchini, yellow squash and 
mushrooms on remaining two skewers. Brush vege­
table kebabs with reserved chipotle mixture. Grill 
kebabs 6 to 8 minutes or until meat is of desired 
doneness and vegetables are tender, turning occa­
sionally.
Remove kebabs to platter. Garnish with rose­
mary sprigs, if desired.



RELIGION
CALENDAR

JUNE
BROADCAST
Time/Date: 11 a.m. Sunday, June 
IS
Location: Ave Maria Radio at 
990-AMor log onto the Internet 
at avemariaradio.net 
Details: Ave Maria Radio will 
broadcast the installation cere­
mony of the Rev. Frank Kalabat 
at Mother of God Cathedral in 
Southfield. He'll become Bishop 
Francis Kalabat leader of the 
Chaldean Catholic Diocese of the 
Eastern United States 
Contact: (734) 930-5200 
CAR WASH 
Time/Date: Noon, June 14 
Location: Faith Community 
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-

D«tails: Donations support 
"Faith in Action" mission team 
trip to South Dakota 
Contact: Melissa at 734-466- 
8694
CONCERT
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday, 
June 12
Location: St. Michael the Arch­
angel Orthodox Church, 26375 
W. Chicago Road, in Redford 
Details: The Konevets Quartet 
of St. Petersburg, Russia, will 
perform sacred music. Admission 
is free
Contact Rev. Timothy Barna at 
313-937-2120 or the Rev. Roman 
Star at 313-538-1142 
CONCERT
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 25
Location: St. Michael Lutheran 
Church, 7000 N. Sheldon. Canton 
Details: The Canton Concert 
Band performs on the north 
lawn at the church. Bring a chair 
or blanket. Donations of non- 
perishable food will be collected 
and delivered to Open Door 
Ministry, Canton 
Contact: 734-459-3333 
DAY CAMP
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. June 
16-20
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, 30650 W. Six Mile, 
Livonia
Details: Holy Cross and Emman­
uel Lutheran churches sponsor 
the camp for children, age 5 
through sixth grade. Get regis­
tration forms and information 
packets at Emmanuel, 34567 
Seven Mile, Livonia, or from the 
church's website. 
www.emmanuel-livonia.org. 
Registration is $60 per child 
Contact: Judy Cook at 248-442- 
8822 
FILM
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, June 
20
Location: Faith Community 
Church, 14560 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: Bring a chair or blanket 
to see Lord of the Beans, a family 
movie, on the church lawn; free 
popcorn and snow cones 
Contact: Rev. Jason Thomas at 
313-844-1502 
VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL
Time/Date: 5:30-8 p.m. Sunday, 
June 22-Wednesday, June 25; 
registration will start at 5 p.m. 
followed by a light supper and 
the program
Location: First United Method­
ist Church of Wayne-Westland, 3 
Town Square, Wayne 
Details: The theme is "Neigh­
bors around the World." Young­
sters will visit Australia “ 
bwe, Japan, the United Kingdom 
and Mexico through life lessons. 
There also will be Bible time.

cadlincs: Friday, 4 :15 p.m . for Sunday paper • Wednesday, 9:4ft a.m. for Thursday paper

DAVID,
MARY ROSE HILL

Age 85, of Kalkaska passed 
away June 5. 2014. Mary was 
bom in Dclroil, Michigan, on 
June 21, 1928 to the lale Frank 
and Anna (Tipa) Fontc. She mar­
ried John E. Hill on June 21. 
1948. Mary is survived by her 
four children: sons Melvin F. 
(Penny) Hill and John M. Hill; 
and daughters Mary A. Hill and 
Marlene R. Hill. She is also sur­
vived by nine grandchildren: 
Troy, Lancc. Chelsea, Jennifer. 
Megan, Emily. Mindy, Brice, 
and Erin, three great­
grandchildren: Lcxia, Abby. and 
Liam; and many lifelong friends. 
She was preceded in death by her

er. Mary was also preceded in 
death by her second husband. 
Edward David. She married Ed 
in 1995, and is survived by Ed's 
seven children. 12 grandchildren, 
and 10 great-grandchildren. One 
grandchild preceded her in death. 
Mary loved spending winters in 
Florida at Hawaiian Isles in Rus- 
kin. She most enjoyed gatherings 
with family and friends, where 
she would cook many Italian 
dishes for all; gardening; collect­
ing salt and pepper shakers; and 
playing cards and games with 
friends and family. Services 
were held on Tuesday. Burial has 
taken place at Garfield Township 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made in Mar­
y's name to the charity of one's 
choice. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Kalkaska Funeral

DEVROY. DALE
Age 55, of Farmington Hills, 
died suddenly from injuries sus­
tained in an auto accident June 7, 
2014. Visit for information;

HANAHAN,
G . M ICHAEL

Age 76, of Walloon Lake, Ml 
passed away unexpectedly Satur­
day, June 7 2014. Mike was 
bom on November 8, 1937 in 
Shclbyville, IN., the son of 
James Elmo and Mary Slifcr 
Hanahan. Mike grew up on his 
family farm in Boggstown, IN 
where he spent his days fishing, 
hunting and learning about na-

tumed down a full scholarship to 
play basketball at Indiana Uni­
versity and wisely chose to at-

Dame which pleased his mother 
While at Notre Dame he played 
on both the Fighting Irish’s bas- 

ad baseball teams.
Mike
iity of Notre Dame in 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Commerce Mike married Bar­
bara (Babs) Hilger (Saint Mary's 
College ’58) whom he met at a 
Notre Dame basketball game - of 
course. Mike and Babs married 
in I960 and began their life to­
gether in Columbus, IN. After 
moves to Chicago, IL and Co­
lumbus. OH they settled with

ham. Ml where they stayed for

cessful career in sales, Mike es­
tablished GMH Associates, a 
Manufacturers Rep firm where 
he was sole owner for twenty

grandfather, he then took his 
family to Walloon Lake each 
summer to share his love of 
noithcm Michigan. In 2001,

LETT 
DR. PH IL IP W OOD JR .
Age 92, formerly of Birming­
ham, Michigan, passed away 
June 6, 2014 in Boulder, Colora­
do. He was bom in Newton, Ala­
bama on May 4, 1922 to Lily 
Octavia Kennedy and Philip 
Wood Lett Sr. Until retirement, 
he was an internationally recog­
nized consultant on defense is­
sues. Lett served as the program 
manager for the Ml tank pro­
gram as the Vice President for 
Research and Engineering for 
General Dynamics Land Systems 
Division. Previously, he was the 
general manager of the Chrysler 
Corporation Sterling Defense Di­
vision, and prior to that. Chief 
Engineer for Chrysler. He was 
"...a quiet, skillful, and powerful 
driving force" who was "proud 
of the M1 and of the people who

PRANTIL 
TH ERESA  S.

Age 96, passed away June 6, 
2014. She is survived by two 
nieces: Patricia Paris and Janet 
(Frank) Ladzinski, three great 
nieces and one great-great niece 
Visitation was held on June 10 
from 4:00 p.m.-9:0O p.m. with

PHILLIPS^FUNER AI°0 HOMe! 
122 W. Lake St., South Lyon. A 
funeral Mass was celebrated on 
June II at 11:00 a.m. at St.
Joseph Catholic Church, 830 S. 
Lafayette, South Lyon. Online 
guestbook at

€)t

YOE, TIM OTH Y  C.

2014 surrounded by family at his 
home in Plymouth, Michigan. He

the Plymouth Hospital in Michi­
gan. Tim is survived by his lov­
ing wife Marilyn of 52 years. Fa­
ther of the late Timothy Jr., 
Jeanne (Don) Licht, Randall 
(Pam) Yoc. Doris (Bill) Schneid­
er, and Amy (Kevin) Gibson. 
Dear grandfather (Papa) of Car­
rie, William, Randy Jr.. Eliza­
beth, Chelsea, Allison, Jillian, 
Alysha, Mallory, Kevin Jr., 
Zachaty, and Jeannette. Brother 
of Claude Yoe, and survived by

: of Cleary College

vorked »

FERGUSON 
JA M ES EDWARD

(Oct.-1942 - June 7. 2014) Age 
71, of Livonia. Beloved Husband 
of Shirley for 48 years. Loving

nephews. Owned and operated 
Ferguson Carpet Cleaners for 50 
years and worked side by side 
with son James for 20 years.

with son James at the helm 
Service Saturday June 14th @ 
St. Edith Catholic Church. 15089 
Newburgh Rd. Livonia. Gather­
ing 10a.m.- Mass 10:30a.m.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can 
be made to Angela Hospice-

." His 
m was giving the 

troops in the field the best equip­
ment they could possibly re­
ceive. A graduate of Aubum 
University with a bachelor’s de­
gree in mechanical engineering, 
Lett also holds the degrees of 
Master of Science from the Uni­
versity of Alabama and a doctor­
al degree in mechanical engi­
neering from the University of 
Michigan. He was the recipient 
of a post-doctoral Sloan Fellow­
ship from the Massachusetts In­
stitute of Technology where he 
received a master's degree in in­
dustrial management. Among the 
honors he received, Lett was 
elected to the U.S. National 
Academy of Engineering and the 
Stale of Alabama Engineering 
Hall of Fame. He was the rccipi- 

ivmkc ami onus muvcu 10 uic cnt of Aubum University's Life-

their retirement They loved the the American Defense Prepared-
arrival of Fall color and apple ness Association's silver medal,
festivals, snowshocing on the He was a member of NATO's In­
frozen lake and sunset boat dustrial Advisory Group. Most
cruises. Those who knew Mike importantly to him. he was an
remember his love of the out- active member of the First Bap-

His life passion was fishing and served as a longtime member of
the board of trustees of Judson 
Center He is preceded in death 
by his wife Katy Lee Howell 
Lett. Survivors include daughters 
Kathy Lett Clark (Michael) of 
Boulder, Colorado, Lisa Lett 
Voorhis (Dan) of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and son Warren 
Lett of Fairvicw Texas. His three 
grandchildren include Christo­
pher Clark of New York City, 
Lauren Clark of Boulder, and 
Alissa Lett of Fairvicw. Private 
services were held in Boulder, 
Colorado. Visitation and services 
will be held at the First Baptist 
Church of Birmingham, MI on 
Friday, June 13. 2014 from 10

Rev. Dr. J. Wesley Babian offi­
ciating. Burial will follow imme­
diately after at Stony Creek 
Cemetery in Rochester Hills, 
Michigan. Arrangements made 
by the Wm. R. Hamilton Co.

For more information, go to:

RUM BERGER 
SH IRLEY  ANN,

Passed away Jun
hirley w; 

* belovin death by hi 
John Henry Rumbcr 
the dear mother of Dale Alvin 
(Virginia) Rumbcrgcr, Shcrril 
Lynn (Robert) Slebodnick, 
Marilyn Louise (Ray) Daugher­
ty, Carolyn Powers, the late John 
Henry Rumbcrgcr Jr. and 
Frederick (Heidi) Rumberger, 
grandmother of nine and great 
grandmother of seven. Also sur­
vived by her sister Marilyn

ews. Shirley retired 11 months 
ago as an Executive Administra­
tive Assistant having worked for 
two travel agencies for a while. 
She then worked at Plymoutl

forty years, and was 
both the Michigan 
of Certified Public 
and the American 
Certified Public

member of various Kiwa 
service organizations and, go 
the honor of receiving the I 
lowing awards: Distinguisl

Kiwa I Tablet

Deputy C k for :
> the

ic Ypsili

st for h 
isight ar

gardener, Mike could be found 
tending his Iris collection at his 
home on Walloon Lake.

great humor, which he kept even 
in the face of physical hardship. 
Mike will be missed by Babs, his 
loving wife of 53 years. Four 
children Lucy (Robert) DaGiau; 
Julie (Robert) Foley; Michael 
(Julie) Hanahan and Sheila 
(Paul) Taylor. Nine grandchil­
dren; Hannah and Peter DaGiau; 
Gordon, Kyle, Grace and Robert 
Foley; Liam and Ava Hanahan; 
and Dcclan Taylor. Mi'

School System for 
Shirley completed her work life 
at the E.P.A She was raised in 
Dexter. Michigan and then lived 
in Plymouth most of her life. She 
graduated from Dexter High 
School in 1947 where she would 
ride her horse to school, she was 
also a cheerleader there. She 

Cleary Bu
il for I i. While

d by h
id Jam
i of Mike

i Rich;
s  John 
d. The 
will be

at 10:30am, Saturday. June 14 at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Petoskcy, ML At 
9:30am the Gathering Room at 
St. Francis Church will be open 
for family and friends. In lieu of

Dextt
equestrian as she rode her horse 
in parades as well as to school. 
She loved Plymouth Music in the

Henry, loved to dance the Jitter­
bug. She was also a member of 
the D.A.R. Most of all. Shirley 
loved her family, especially her 
grandchildren She was deeply 
loved and will be missed by fam­
ily and friends. Funeral Services 
were held Thursday, June 12, 
2014 at the Schrader-Howell Fu­
neral Home, Plymouth. Burial in 
Riverside Cemetery, Plymouth. 
Memorials may be made to St. 
Joseph Hospice, Ann Arbor., Ml. 
To leave a condolence

participated in 
several charities and served on 
several board of director's - some 
of which included the St. Francis 
Home for Boys, Sisters of St. Jo­
seph, Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Church. Casa Richard School, 
Plymouth Fall Festival, and Ply­
mouth Council Credit Union. His

he enjoyed^fishmg He will be 
fondly loved and remembered by

actions throughout his life. A Fu­
neral Mass took place on Tues­
day, June 10th, 2014 at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic 
Church, Plymouth. Burial was 
in Riverside Cemetery. Ply­
mouth. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Plymouth 
Kiwanis Foundation, 9955 N. 
Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Ml 
48170. Arrangements entrusted 
to Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home, Plymouth.

YOUNG, HAROLD A.
June 9. 2014, age 89. Life-time 
resident of Plymouth Founding 
member of the Veteran’s Memo­
rial Park Commission. Beloved 
husband of Loretta Dear father 
of Janet C. (Richard) Wears and 
Leanne T. Young. Grandfather 
of Jeffery (Sreclatha) Wears. 
Douglas (Alicia) Wears and Pat­
rick Wears. Great grandfather of 
Aelia. Visitation Friday 2 p.m - 
9 p.m. at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home. 280 South Main 
Street, Plymouth where funeral

i will b luctcd c
Saturday. 11 a.m.

Share your memories at: 
chrader-howell com

Friends of the 
ked Tree District Library 

Walloon Lake, MI 
acral Home of Boyne City 
serving " "
family wishing 
thought or memory of Mike

May peace be

. /  /o v in a  / / v ' / j m / c
w ith you in th is 
time of sorrow

Your Invitation to
ASSEM BLIES LUTHERAN CHURCH I EVANGELICAL

WISCONSIN SYNOD I PRESBYTERIAN
PRESBYTERIAN

(U .S .A .)
C A T H O L IC O F  G O D

c/l C f iu r c f i  f a r St. Paul s Ev. Luthehah 
Chubch & School

i t i S S  S . s i ™S e a s o n e d ,  S a i n t s
OPEN ARMS CHURCH LJV0HU(7M)»1

Worship Services
[734) 422-0494

C H U R C H E S  O F  
THE N A Z A R E N E

248.471.5282
Church As You Remember PRESBYTERIAN

FeUmvsfiip Presbyterian Church
Adult Sunday: 9:30- 10:15 a.m. Worship: 10:30 

Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 
Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church 
16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia • South of Six Mile Road 

Nursery

F o r  In fo rm a tio n  reg a rd in g  th is D ir e c to r y , 

p lea se  ca ll S u e  S a re  at 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1  e x t .  2 4 7  

o r  e-m ail: ssa re@ lio n ie to w n life .co m
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The June 2 ribbon cutting symbolizes the opening of the new Southfield office for the Greater Metropolitan Association of Reahors.

Realtor Association move 
celebrated with open house

On Monday, June  2, ove r 100 real 
e state  professionals from  across the  
m etro  D etroit a rea  visited  the  new 
G reater M etropolitan Association of 
R ealtors headquarters to  support the ir  
association.

The G reater M etropolitan Associa­
tion of R ealtors (GMAR), form erly 
located in Farm ington, moved to 20 Oak 
Hollow St., Suite 100 in Southfield a t the 
beginning of this past April. A ttendees 
enjoyed socializing w ith fellow indus­
try  p rofessionals over hors d’oeuvres 
as soft piano m usic filled the  a ir  from  
pian ist David Rodgers.

Over $700 w orth of Realtor-specific 
prizes w ere raffled  off over the  dura­
tion of the  event; including a foursom e 
to  the  GMAR Golf Outing, being held 
on Sept. 15 a t Plum Hollow Country 
Club. At 5 p.m ., Southfield City Council- 
woman Joan Seym our w elcomed 
GMAR to  the  Southfield community, 
followed by a ribbon cu tting  ceremony, 
fea turing GMAR Presiden t M aureen 
Francis.

The occasion m arked  the  beginning 
o f  the  new headquarters, w here much 
work will be done to be tter  provide for 
the  real e state  profession, GMAR m em ­
bersh ip  and m ost im portantly, the  com­

m unities Realtors serve , according to 
the  association.

GMAR w as form ed in  2011. Its  over 
6,000 m em bers span the  counties of 
Macomb, Oakland, Wayne, L ivingston 
and the ir surrounding areas. GMAR 
provides benefits to its  m em bers, such

as access to  the  Realcomp MLS, over 
220 continuing education, train ing  and 
designation courses, the  ToolShop™ 
rea l estate  s to re  w ith over 1,000 items, 
the  M etropolitan Minute  weekly news­
le tte r  and the  M etropolitan REALTOR  
monthly electronic magazine.

O n b o a r d

W eichert Realtors - Cass Realty  has 
announced tha t R ealtor Thivya Mariap- 
pen has joined th e  sales team  of the 
agency’s Novi office. Originally from  
India and now a residen t of Troy, she 
will assis t property  buyers and se llers 
in Troy, Royal Oak, Rochester, and Au­
burn H ills in the  O akland County area. 
She is a  m em ber of the  G reater Met­
ropolitan Association of Realtors.

M ariappen earned  a m aste r’s degree  
from  the  Edw ard S. Ageno School of 
B usiness of Golden G ate U niversity  in 
San Francisco  and a bachelor’s degree  
in elec trica l engineering from  Kuma­
m oto U niversity  in Japan . She has a 
background as a health care  netw ork 
engineer.

W eichert R ealtors - Cass Realty  also 
announced tha t Realtor Colon Lowery, 
III, has joined the  sa les team  of the 
agency 's D earborn office. A native and 
residen t of W estland, he will assist

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS
p roperty  buyers and se lle rs  throughout 
Wayne County. H e is  a  m em ber of the 
G reater M etropolitan Association of 
Realtors.

Lowery is cu rren tly  attending H enry 
Ford Com munity College, working 
tow ard a  degree  in arch itec tu re  and 
construction. H e is also working as an 
a rea  dental assistant.

I n v e s t o r s
The Real E sta te  Investors Associa­

tion of W ayne will have an open forum . 
Investors will answ er questions and 
o ffer a  m arket update. M eetings a re  a t 
6-9 p.m. the  th ird  Hiesday of each 
m onth a t the Red Lobster on E ureka  in 
Southgate.

M em bers a re  free, guests $20, w hich 
will be applied to the ir mem bership. 
T he Red Lobster is next to  7-11, near 
TVenton Road.

Any questions or concerns, call Bill 
Beddoes a t 734-934-9091 o r  Wayde 
Koehler a t 313-819-0919.

S h o r t  s a le s

I f  you owe m ore than  w hat your 
house is w orth, you may be interested 
in a free  inform ational sem inar on 
short sale procedures.

Bonnie David, broker/ow ner of 
Q uantum Real Estate, is  the  presenter. 
I t will be  6-7 p.m . each T hursday a t 129 
N. Lafayette, downtown South Lyon.

Please call the  office a t 248-782-7130 
or em ail june.quantum @ gm ail.com for 
your reservation.

S e m in a r  e a c h  T u esd a y ,  
T h u r sd a y

A fre e  sem inar on governm ent-in­
sured  reve rse  m ortgages is o ffered  by 
Colonial M ortgage Corp. a t 6:30 p.m. 
each Tiiesday and a t 2 p.m. each T hurs­
day a t various locations.

RSVP with Colonial M ortgage at 
800-260-5484.

Q: I a m  a  v e te ra n  a n d  th e  condo  
w h ere  I live re q u ire s  m e  to  u se  a 
m o to r iz ed  m o b ility  dev ice  a n d  
p a y  a n  a d d itio n a l 51,500 secu rity  
d e p o s i t  a n d  to  o b ta in  liab ility  
in su ran ce . T here is a lso  a req u ire ­
m e n t  th a t  I o b ta in  a d d itio n a l a s ­
s e ssm e n ts  o f  m y  d isa b ility  fro m  
th e  s ta f f  o f  th e  
a sso c ia tio n . Also, 
th e  a sso c ia tio n  
b a rs  m e  f ro m  using  
th e  p ro p e r ty 's  
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
serv ices d e sp ite  
t h e  fa c t th a t  a  „  , .
m a n d a to ry  m o n th -  tw oen
ly tr a n s p o r ta t io n  Meisner
f e e  is fa c to re d  in to  
e a c h  re s id en ts
to ta l  r e n t  c o s t. T hose  o w n e rs  a n d  
re s id e n ts  o f  th e  a sso c ia tio n  w h o  
d o  n o t  u se  p o w e re d  m o b ility  d e ­
v ices a re  n o t  su b je c t to  th e s e  a d ­
d itio n a l re q u ire m e n ts . It se e m s to  
m e  th a t  I h av e  a c laim , w h a t  do  
you  th in k ?

A: I th ink  you ve ry  well m ay have 
a claim  and I am  reasonably  confi­
den t th a t HUD w ill p u rsue  your 
association  if  you file  a claim . The 
F a ir  Housing Act m akes it  illegal to 
d isc rim ina te  based  on a  person 's 
disability , inc luding cre a tin g  b a rr i­
e rs  to  assess  or app ly  d ifferen t 
te rm s  and  conditions o f persons 
w ith  disab ilities. A ccording to 
HUD, disab ility  com plain ts consti­
tu ted  the  h ighest pe rcen tage  of all 
fa ir  housing com plain ts from  2007- 
12.1 am  also advised  by th e  National 
F a ir  H ousing Alliance tha t 19 pe r­
cen t of the  non-institutionalized 
U.S. population has a disability. 
Accordingly, you r association m ust 
c re a te  equal access  to housing w ith­
ou t discrim ination  for pe rsons with 
disab ilities and  you a re  well advised 
to  no t only file  a com plaint with 
HUD, bu t to  seek  you r own a tto r­
ney.

Q: H ave y o u  a t  all h a n d le d  a 
s i tu a tio n  w h e re  a b o a rd  m e m b er  
o f  a  c o m m u n ity  a sso c ia tio n  se n d s 
a  r e q u e s t to  th e  p ro p e r ty  m a n ­
a g e r  ask in g  fo r  d o c u m en ts , b u t 
c la im ing  h e  is a c tin g  in h is cap ac ­
ity  a s  a u n it o w n e r  a n d  n o t  a 
b o a rd  m e m b er?  I kn o w  th a t  e ith e r  
w ay  h e  can  g e t  access  to  w h a t  he 
is se ek in g , b u t  it  se em s to  m e 
so m e w h a t d e ce p tiv e . This bo a rd  
m e m b e r  h a s  b e e n  g iv ing  th e  
b o a rd  a h a rd  tim e , a n d  h a s  d is ­
c lo sed  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  a n  exec ­
u tiv e  se ss io n  to  all u n it ow n ers .

A: Sim ply sta ted , receiv ing  the  
docum ents a s  a un it ow ner does not 
absolve th e  board  m em ber of his 
f iduciary  du ty  a s  a  board  m em ber 
to th e  association. T here fo re , re ­
ga rd le ss  of th e  capacity  in w hich he 
receives th e  docum ents, he m ust 
s till com ply w ith  any  du ties o r  re ­
sponsib ilities as a boa rd  mem ber.
No docum ents or rec o rd s should be 
d is trib u ted  to any  unit ow ner tha t 
m ay  no t be  dissem inated  to  other 
un it ow ners. So if  he req u ests  his 
docum ents in his capacity  as a unit 
ow ner, he  should receive  only those 
docum ents tha t unit ow ners may 
rec eiv e  and should no t receive  any 
th a t the  boa rd  has deem ed to  be 
confiden tia l. I f  th e  docum ents a re  
sensitive , a lthough, no t confiden­
tia l, so th a t they  m ay be seen  by unit 
ow ners, you w an t to  en su re  tha t 
they  a re  not d issem inated  outside of 
the  association. Allow him  to  in­
spect the  docum ents , bu t do not 
p rov ide  copies un less he  subm its in 
w riting  a  sa tisfac to ry  reason  why 
he needs copies.

Finally, if  you a re  concerned  tha t 
he m ay use  such  docum ents for a 
non-association purpose  o r  may 
d issem inate  them  to pe rsons o the r 
than  un it ow ners, you m ay requ ire  
him  o r  any un it ow ner to  f i r s t  sign a 
non-disclosure ag re em e n t in which 
he ag re es  to u se  the  docum ents only 
fo r association  business, and should 
not use them  fo r any unlaw ful p u r­
pose o r  ha rassm en t, will not d is­
close them  to anyone o the r than  a 
un it owner, h is a tto rney  and his 
accountan t, and will indem nify and 
hold ha rm less the  association  if  any 
d isc losure  o r  use by him  causes the  
association  or any m em bers harm . 
The boa rd  may w ant to  sanction  him 
if  he, in fact, has disclosed confi­
den tial inform ation to  un it ow ners 
o r anyone else.

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and the 
author o f '  Condo Living 2: An Authoritative 
Guide to Buying, Selling and Operating a 
Condominium. ’  It is available for $24.95, plus 
J5.5S for tax, shipping and handling. “ Condo 
Living 2" is available in both print and e-book 
editions. The e-book is available for 
download through ITunes, Amazon.com, and 
barnesandnoble.com. He is also the author of 
‘  Condominium Operation: Getting Started & 
Staying on the Bight Track. ’  second edition. It 
is available for $9.95, plus $2.20 for tax, 
shipping and handling. Call 248-644-4433 or 
visit bmeisnerQmeisner-law.com. This column 
shouldn't be construed as legal advice.

H O M ES SO LD /R EAL ESTATE T R A N SA C T IO N S-O A K L A N D  C O UN TY
These are the area residential real 
estate closings recorded the week 
of Jan. 27-31, 2014, at the 
Oakland County Register of 
Deeds office. Listed below are 
cities, addresses, and sales prices. 
BEVERLY HILLS
16260 Birwood Ave $127,000
15640 Buckingham Ave $180,000
BIRMINGHAM 
1195 Derby Rd# 4 
16S6Graefield Rd 
607 Hanna St 
784 La
1835 Washington Blvd 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
2215 Cameo Lake Ct 
4611 Hedgewood Dr 
969 Hickory Heights Dr 
2446 Inglehill Pt 
6690 Timber Ridge Dr 
BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP 
927 Bloomfield Knoll 
506 Cambridge Way

$74,000
$104,000
1,310,000
$778,000
$814,000

$255,000
$320,000
$260,000
$430,000
$225,000

1830 E Mohawk Ct 
3610 Franklin Rd 
7080 Holiday Dr 
3605 Maxwell Ct 
1880 Packer Rd 
1050 Parkway Trl 
COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 
3305 Brookneal St 
8412 Buffalo Dr 
3828 Damas Dr 
3135 Fox Blvd 
6162 Majestic Oaks Dr 
720 W Commerce Rd 
8380 Woodspur Dr 
2346 Yasmin Dr 
FARMINGTON 
33606 Hillcrest Dr 
FARMINGTON HILLS 
22303 Cass St 
22379 Diamond Ct 
33405 Huntleigh Dr 
29508 Kenloch Dr 
29545 Minglewood Ct 
30174 S Stockton Dr 
23012 Tuck Rd

$825,000
$910,000
$327,000
$925,000
$185,000
$360,000

$170,000
$165,000
$115,000

$280!000
$55,000

$300,000
$55,000

$338,000
$140,000
$138,000
$113,000

30060 W 12 Mile Rd 
Unit88
32661 W 13 Mile Rd 
31915 W 14 Mile Rd 4 
243
30974 Westwood Rd 
MILFORD
1600 Hunters Lake Ct 
NORTHVILLE
20773 Richmond Dr 
20876 Richmond Dr 
NOVI
27518 Albert St 
27549 Albert St 
27572 Belgrave PI 
40601 Brenda 
24789 Christina Ln 
22645 Cranbrooke Dr 
309 Eubank St 
2277S Mondavi Dr 
40491 Paisley Cir 
27300 Victoria Rd 
27316 Victoria Rd 
24135 Wintergreen Cir 
28472 Witherspoon Dr

$268,000
$276,000
$260,000
$186,000
$278,000
$115,000
$79,000

$415,000
$375,000
$281,000
$281,000
$468,000
$97,000

SOUTH LYON
52314 Copperwood Dr S 
61346 Dean Dr 
61130Fairland Dr 
52670 Fremont Dr E 
54944 Grenelefe Cir W 
213 Oakbrooke Dr Unit 
1
24598 Padstone Dr 
61331 Saddlecreek Dr 
SOUTHFIELD 
27310 Aberdeen St 
27043 Charles Dr 
28241 Evergreen Rd 
19417 Greenwald Dr 
25441 Saint James 
27300 Spring Arbor Dr 
30725 Woodgate Dr 
WHITE LAKE 
4614 Coastal Pkwy 
9093 Hickorywood Dr 
1804 Kristina Dr 
1181 Lake Jason Dr 
405 Lakeview Dr 
8423 Vanden Dr

$414,000
$191,000
$130,000
$394,000
$378,000
$70,000

$153,000
$390,000
$95,000
$94,000

$109,000
$83,000

$149,000

$390,000
$45,000

$254,000
$308,000

H O M ES SO LD /R EAL ESTATE T R A N SA C TIO N S-W A Y N E CO UNTY
$210,000 24508 W ChicagoThese are the area residential real 

estate closings recorded the week 
of Feb. 17-21, 2014, at the Wayne 
County Register of Deeds office. 
Listed below are cities, addresses, 
and sales prices.
CANTON
324 Buckingham Rd $163,000
8721 Columbia Cir $70,000
47011 FieldviewCt $245,000
46240 Gainsborough Dr $ 192,000 
50112 Hancock St 
44676 Jeffrey Or 
44464 Meadowcreek Ln 
44525 N Umberland Gr 
1843 Oakview Dr 
493 Pinehurst Dr

$200,000
$176,000
$165,000
$68,000

$198,000
$375,000

41824 Princess Dr 
3010 River Meadow Cir 
45050 Warren Rd 
GARDEN CITY 
31345 Barton St 
LIVONIA 
15230 Adams Ct 
34161 Ann Arbor Trl 
30536 Fairfax St 
31207 Kendall St 
15126 Knolson St 
19757 Maplewood St 
8829 Perrin St 
20301 Purlingbrook St 
9610ShadysideSt 
9828 Shadyside St 
18701 Van Rd 
35110 W Chicago St

$172,000
$110,000
$280,000

$169̂ 000
$110,000
$105,000

$7,000
$97,000

$150,000
$299,000
$98,000

35043 Wood St 
NORTHVILLE
48372 Four Seasons Blvd 
16400 Highland Ln 
42516 Lake Successor 
39831 Rockcrest Cir 
236 S Center St 
PLYMOUTH 
46620 Burning Tree Ln 
1240 Fairground St 
13136 GlenmoreCt 
536 Harding St 
13031 Hidden Creek Dr 
42670 Plymouth Hollow

$165,000 WAYNE 
$185,000 4422 S Wayne Rd
$120,000 WESTLAND 
$ 163,000 35829 Canyon Dr
$215,000 7460 Central St

1221 Easley Dr 
$50,000 5839 Newberry Estates

$200,000 Dr 
$460,000 36290 Palmer Rd
$349,000 35020 Rosslyn St
$310,000 32032 Sandra Ln
$20,000 1595 Shoemaker Dr

32450 Steinhauer St

$107,000
$31,000

$105,000
$226,000

$125,000
$35,000
$67,000
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s6 9 9  D eposit

Mcurily (734)777-4317

KeelioRenl
niainouieoi
ipailmeiil?

Place an ad with 
ObserrtiS Eccentric Media,

aiidliaTdirtnltd 
In io lint!

800-5M55

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS* 30 Yr. PIS. ,5 Yr. Pis

tSPMortgage 138501 (313)215-1766 - 0 3

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 - « 3 •

AFI Financial 2431 (810) 588-4424 3.99 » 2.99 »

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 - 0 3 0

Co-op Services Credit Union 408356 (734)466-6113 4 125 . a 3.25 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 3 ,™ (313) 565-3100 4.25 » 3.375 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 . .u s 0 r a •

Gold Star Mortgage 3446 (888) 293-3477 • ” » ■

Gold Star Mortgage 3446 (888)293-3477 3.875 1.25 2.875 „ a

Group One Mortgage (248)282-1602 4.25 < 3.375 0

Above Inlormadon available as ol 6/6/14 and subject lo change al anytime. Rates are based o 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score ot 740 or above. Jumbo rates, spedtic paymenl

& All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

©2014 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

I t 's  G a r a g e  S a le  S e a s o n
Place YOUR ga ra g e  sa le  ad  w ith  

O bserver & Eccentric M edia!

Call NOW... 1.800.579.7355
O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c  
 .......   M E D I A

m
y j
o
5
QC

CO
hometownllle.com

COMPUTE ORYWAll SRV.

18-489-59S5, 248-571-1818
( Lawn $ Carden 1 
I RototUI ]

Paint Decorating Paper

8-349-7499, 734-464-81-

Our D ig ita l G A R A G E  S A L E  K IT  i n c l u d e s :

► Printable Signs

9 Printable Price Stickers

► Two pages of ideas and 
advice for having a 
great garage sale I Interactive "Map It" feature 

online at hometownlife.com 
with a print and online ad 
purchase.

Here’s  additional savings from our sponsors.

$ 3 .0 0  OFF
ANY 8 SQUARE PIZZA

$ 2 .0 0  OFF

LA RG E C O M B O
concessi

Restaurant/Bar/Carryout •
Detroit-313.892.9001 !
Warren - 586.574.9200 J 

Farmington Hills - 248.855.4600 • 
Livonia-734.261.3550 

Dearborn - 313.562.5900 |
Auburn Hills - 248.276.9040 . 
ShelbyTwp.-568.566.1233 

Carryout Cafe I 
Pointe Plaza - 313.884.7400 J 

C arryout ONLY | 
Royal Oa k - 248.549.8000 •

Bloomfield Hills - 248.645.0300 \ 
www.buddysplzza.com •

Place your ad • EM A G /N E 
online at • -  -

hometownllfe.com J EMAGINE CANTON

toEmagine
Theatres!

EMAGINE NOVI '
i 44425W. 12 Mile Rd.-Novi i

EMAGINE WOODHAVEN '
I 21720 Allen Road-Woodhaven ■ 
; EMAGINE ROCHESTER HILLS \

! CINEMA HOLLYWOOD !
| 12280 Dixie Hwy.-Birch Run ■

EMAGINE ROYAL OAK !

1 Line: 688319.FILM (3456) •

Proftdency wkB Microsoft

O F F IC E  H E L P
Part Time

Benm̂BuridlngSuppIlM
(313)538-9300

> Aerows 8 fosb all Imdces

monthly statement w/tho 
Accounts Payable aging

CLEANERS WANTED

DIRECT CARE 
WORKERS

Wayne 8 Oakland Comity
• OCW Training
• Valid Michigan Drivers 
Ucense (No Susp History!•OR 8 RstM Certification

Call National Trails 
(248)353-9510 
Mon-Frl 9A-5P

Reference Boa 6012

JEWELRY
SALES

StartuptoS13E>piiptoS70 Benefits - Bonus - No Nights' 
Call 734-525-3700 fas 734-525-1443

MULTI-MEDIA SALES 
CONSULTANTS NEEDED!
The Dally Press & Argus Is continually seeking 
aggressive, organized and personally motivated 

-startets to join our sales team. The person 
hire will be responsible (or helping an estab- 
sd territory of newspaper advertising cus- 
ers meet their multi-media marketing needs 

through our print and online media products. The 
position is based In our Howell office and will 

s customers in western Livingston County.

This position requires a track record ol sales suc- 
»(outside sales, route sales or retail), excel- 
customer service skills and computer savvy. 

Digital sales experience a plus. Must have de­
pendable vehicle and impeccable work ethic.

er base salary of S30k range plus com­
mission. which should result In first year earn­
ings In the S40K range. We also otter a complete 
benefits package and mileage reimbursemenl If 

d the right person, we will move quickly, 
re interested and qualified, please email 

resume to lvemon@lvlngstondaily.com

P ress A rgus

JOE'S PRODUCE 
GOURMET MARKET 
HAS OPENINGSI!

RECEIVER
Plcaw appty In pofsw

GESXUS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Grand Rapids. Ml 49534

Weekend Manager

R e g e n c y

734-879-4100 ml 321

WAIT STAFF- Experience

O&E Media’s 
CLASSIFIEDS 
800-579-SE L L

ESTATE AUCTION

CcflecWXeToys 

t̂VMC/VW 

OcorsOpen 6pm

baby clothe* ano household

ol Beech Daly 8 Wairen

73 Individual Sales. Everything including the kitchen sink! RN- 
ey Pines Condos. 9 Mile and 

Drake. Multi-Garage Sale, Fri­day and Saturday. June 13th

Come Join 
our Team!

If  you believe in  exceptional

CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR YOUR 

CLIENTS AND WORKING IN A TEAM 
ENVIRONMENT THEN O&E MEDIA 

IS THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU.

O & E  M edia is looking for 
A dvertising A ccount Executives 

for South Lyon and Royal O ak/  
Southfield T erritories

If you have a proven sales 
TRACK RECORD, OUTSTANDING 

COMPUTER AND COMMUNICATION 

SKILLS AND EMBRACE THE DIGITAL 
WORLD THEN WE WANT YOU.

We o ffe r base salary plus

COMMISSION, FAST PACED, 
STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT AND 

CAREER GROWTH WITHIN OUR 
NATIONWIDE ORGANIZATION.

If  th is  fits you,
EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: 

GPERRY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM.
Subject lin e : 

Account  Executive

We can't w a it fo r  
you to jo in  our team!

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  
  ..........  M E D IA

Gjrage/Moring Sales j

30312 Fink Ave. Farmington 
good condrbon), Home decor, 
signer clothing and accessories

FARMINGTON HIUS

CHURCH Rummage ^

ire. collectibles, vintage

HEW HUDSON -Satonty. Ju

Thurs 6112-Sat 6/14,8am- 
5pm. Treadmill, bouncy w/ 

hire, viewer protectors tor the legally bund, pre-teen girt

Colony Farms Condominium 
Communrty Wide Garage Sale

PLYMOUTH HUGE Gill

WAYNE- Moving Salel

ivo no authority lo bind 
this newspaper & 
only publication ol 

m advertisement shad

INCORRECT INSERTION.

knowingly accept any

hereby mtormed that all 
dwellings advertrsed in

rousing opportunity basis. 
(FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72).

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Statement 
We are pledged to the letter A spirit ol U6. 

lObcy (or the achievement

ho nation. Wo encourage 
S support an attlimatrve 
advertising 6 marketing

DISCLAIMER: AR ct



WE PAY
Iropj
iOLLARI 
F o r  C le a n
(USED
GARS

a v i s  FORK
(248)355-7500

NORTH BROS

FOCUS 2012

NORTH° BROS.
io m 6 to w n li fe .c o m

NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS.
Cargo, auto, full power. Only

NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS
NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9680NORTH BROS.

njrd ceiOTeo
NORTH BROS.

855-667-9860
ult* inspected &
NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS
855-667-9860

LooKtng to Buy
NORTH BROS.

NORTH BROS
000-579-735

Looking to  Buy n  N ew  Cor?

N e e d  to  sell th e  o ld  o n e  first?
F i n e r  A N  AD  W ITH  D D E  M E D IA . A N D  LET tH E  C L A S S IF IE D S

SELL IT FOR YOU! 0 0 0  5 7 9  7 3 S S

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1- 800 - 579-7355

IHO? •

L DRIVERS NEEDED!

DE
INC HEAVY EQUIPMENT?

ER OPERATORS'!!

PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS

Challenging fun  for ALL ages

PUZZLE CORN
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS

1 Back-fence 
yowler

4 10-4 buddy

12 Battery size
13 Razor brand
14 "— do for now"
15 Pouched 

animal
17 Test version
8 Bulb planted 

in fall
9 Most uncanny
>1 — Wiedersehen

23 Kyoto honorific
24 Makes 

stronger
(2w s-.)_. — on (incited)

32 Depot info
33 Head, slangily
35 Zoologists' 

mouths
36 Dweebs

Rudolf —
54 Traffic ticket
56 Cereal holder
57 Do magazine

58 Fighting 
Tigers inst.

59 Urges
60 Titled lady

middle

4 Quad locale
5 Heat meas.
6 Urn 

homophone
7 Long-handled

A n s w e r  t o  P re v io u s  P u zz le

[Si BEaEQ 
□  DEIS

A Y E
S Y SMl E IR

8 Agreeing with 16 "La Vie 
en Rose” 
chanteuse

20 — Dawn 
Chong

22 Lots of laughs
24 Movie rat
25 Summer 

in Cannes
26 Hearing aid?
27 Taro dish
29 Came down

30 Previously
31 June honoree
34 Dock
37 — on (ponders)
38 "Cheers" bar 

owner
40 Widen
41 Just slightly 

(2 wds.)
43 Minced
45 Overindulge
46 A woodwind
47 Shaped with

Want more puzzles?
Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books 

at OuillDriverBooks.com

48 Opera

— Conway

S U D O K U
7 8

5 4 1 2
2 6

1 6
9 3

6 7 5
2 4

3 9 5
1 2 8

Like p u zz le s?  
Th en  you'll love  
su dok u. This 
m ind-bending  
p u zz le  will h ave  
you hook ed  from  
the  m om ent you  
sq u are  off, s o  
sh arp en  your  
pencil an d  put 
your sudoku  
s a v v y  to  th e  test!

Level: Intermediate 
H ere ’s H ow  It W orks :
Su doku p u zz le s  are form atted a s  a  9x9  grid, broken dow n into nine 
3 x 3  b o x e s . To so lv e  a  su dok u, the  nu m bers 1 through 9  m u st fill e a ch  
row, colum n and box. E ach  num ber can  app ear only o n c e  in e a ch  row, 
colum n and box. You can  figure out th e  order in w hich the num bers will 
ap p ear  by using th e  num eric c lu e s  a lready provided in th e  b o x e s . The 
m ore num bers you  n am e, th e  e a s ie r  it g e t s  to  so lv e  the puzzle!

BARBECUE W ORD SEARCH
S T Y G K 0 F
C B W S B 0 U E F S W C E E F

M K A Z L L Y F G
S I  R 0 E F G R M

L S O K N G O I N E O Z O N A L R I D  
T A O W E C K P R E B K P C A B L C A  
T M O R D B I A A R U W O H I L H E R  
S H S C L R T P I N R D E U I A H Z I  
0 E E S R U A S F E E F T N T H L U Y
U U M R R A K H D A Q R G N E M P I R  
T E Y E H E H E U C E B R A B S L I Z  
D E T R T O T C Y N Q Y T G N P B N D

BARK

T H T S K H  R C T H T Z E S D I  I
E U O D R A Y K C A B R E

R U D R A U R S T F A Q U W C D R S E K

BASTE 
BRINE 
BRIQUETTE 
BRISKET 
BURGERS 
CHARCOAL 
CHICK0) 
COQKOUT 
DIRECT 

' jFLAME 
E {FRANKFURTERS 
0 GRILLING

HICKORY
HESOUITE
MUSTARD

OUTDOORS
PARK

PATIO
PICNIC

PROPANE
RENDERING

HARDWOOD
HEAT

SOCIALIZE
TEMPERATURE
THERMOMETER

S Q Y C U I Q E C E K B E
N U L I  K L 

H E L G H F N O R H P
K C I  H B H P S R I

N H N H Z A N T H
G A C C T S W P S

onlolly & diagonally throughout lh» puizle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE


