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Township considers adding equal 
rights chapter to ordinances

Canton Township residents 
who believe they’re being 
discriminated against for any 
of a variety of reasons will 
have an avenue for relief if 
the Board of TYustees ap
proves a new chapter to the 
township's Code of Ordinanc
es.

The board Hiesday ap
proved the first reading of 
the new chapter, Chapter 36, 
on a 6-0 vote (Trustee Tom 
Yack was absent). It's expect
ed to take up the second read
ing of the ordinance at its 
May 13 meeting.

The new chapter, recom
mended by TYustee Steven 
Sneideman, protects township 
residents against discrimi
nation with respect to hous
ing, public accommodation, 
employment and other cir
cumstances. It  covers an indi
vidual's race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, age, 
height, weight, condition of 
pregnancy, marital status, 
physical or mental limitation, 
source of income, family re
sponsibilities, sexual orienta
tion, gender identity or H IV  
status.

Sneideman said that, while 
most people believe they are 
protected against most or all

of those things, the truth is 
they aren’t.

"Polls have shown 80 per
cent of citizens can’t believe 
there aren't already laws 
against (denying) equal ac
cess for all people," Sneide
man said. “But there aren’t 
protections (for instance) 
against discrimination for 
H IV  status or gender identity. 
In Michigan, you can still be 
fired for being gay.”

According to the new chap
ter, if  a person believes they 
are being discriminated 
against, they can contact 
township officials, who would 
have the opportunity to try to 
enter into a conciliation

agreement with a party 
against whom a complaint 
was lodged.

In the event an agreement 
is unable to be reached, the 
township would have the right 
to write a citation for a civil 
infraction. Nearly all the 
classes provided protection 
under this ordinance are con
sidered "protected” under 
other state and/or federal 
laws, but this ordinance 
would provide a more readily 
available avenue of redress.

According to Sommer Fos
ter, director of political ad
vocacy for Equality Michigan, 
a statewide lesbian-gay-trans- 
gender advocacy and anti

violence agency, 33 other 
municipalities have already 
passed similar ordinances.

“Most people think there 
are already protections,” Fos
ter said. “We’re working with 
the Legislature to make 
changes, but we’re happy 
with municipalities that have 
decided to be a leader."

Sneideman, the township 
board’s lone Democrat, said 
he was happy the vote was 
unanimous.

“I ’m pleased we got unani
mous bipartisan support for 
this," Sneideman said.

•e plenty of smiling faces, like this 1,000 kids took advantage of Canton's Easter Eggstravaganza. photos by

Easter Eggstravaganza 
provides excitement fo r kids

There was plenty to do 
and plenty of people doing it, 
as Canton Township hosted 
its annual Easter celebration 
over the weekend.

A crowd estimated at 
some 3,000 people took ad
vantage of Canton’s annual 
Easter Eggstravaganza at 
the Summit on the Park, 
including breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny and the al- 
ways-popular Easter Egg 
Hunts.

Also on hand was Bartlett 
the Beaver, the mascot for

See EASTER, Page A2

“ The Canton  
c o m m u n ity  cam e  
o u t in  d roves to 
ce lebra te  s p r in g  
w ith  us.”
JENNIFER PROVENZANO
Canton Leisure Services

Fields set 
for local 
elections

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Writer

The filing deadline for lo
cal, state and federal elections 
passed Ihesday, so the field is 
set in races local residents 
will be deciding.

In the Plymouth-Canton 
area, the state House seat 
being vacated by Canton Dem
ocrat Dian Slavens drew the 
most interest, with four candi
dates in the running.

Only two of the local elec
tions will have an August pri
mary. Incumbent state Sen.
Pat Colbeck, R-Canton, fin
ishing his first term, is being 
challenged in the primary by 
Matthew Edwards of Ply
mouth. Edwards is the son of 
Plymouth Township TYeasurer 
Ron Edwards.

The winner will face off in 
the November general elec
tion against Slavens.

Slavens was initially going 
to be challenged by Democrat 
John Stewart, a former three- 
term state representative 
from Plymouth Township, but 
Stewart withdrew earlier this 
year.

The other local primary 
will come in the race to re
place Slavens, the term-lim
ited representative of the 
state House 21st District. 
Three Democrats are vying 
for the November nomination. 
Kristy Pagan of Canton and 
Cornell Mathis of Belleville 
are political newcomers, while 
Canton's Natalie Mosher is a 
former U.S. House of Repre
sentatives candidate who has 
also worked on other political 
campaigns, most recently the 
failed effort of Dr. Sayed Taj, 
who lost to Kerry Bentivolio 
in the 2012 election.

Retired U.S. Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Carol Ann Fausone 
of Canton has the Republican 
race to herself in that race. 
Geoff Boltach of Canton, who 
owns a small business in 
Brighton, dropped out of the 
race and has thrown his sup-

See ELECTIONS, Page A2

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  I ©The observer* Eccentric in d e x
: i ! I'j. lil h»in»r»wniit».c»in 'M 'F .D I A  Volume39• Number88 j Business..................A8 Homes................... BIO Services..................B1

iniinilflllllHIIIQ | Crossword Puzzle B11 Jobs.......................B11 Sports...................... B
63i7< 10007 • -  Entertainment B6 Obituaries...............B5 Wheels...................B1

PRICE: $1 Home Delivery: (866) 887-2737 | Return Address: 29725 Hudson Dr., Novi Ml 48377 Food.......................87 Opinion.................A10

C o m m u n i t y  
F i n a n c i a l

r ig h t here right fo r you 

f  A  www.cfcu.org

(877)937-2328
■ ■

The 1.74% APR assumes 20% down, an excellent credit score and includes a .25% rate discount when payments are automatically deducted from a Community Financial checking account Rates vary and depend or 
■al credit history and other factors including: loan amount and term. Ratesasof 3/3/2014 and subject to change. Federally insured by NCUA. Q  Equal Housing Lender. ©2014 Community Financial



Miracle League could 
use some volunteers

The Miracle League 
of Plymouth, the base
ball league that pro
vides opportunities to 
play America's pastime 
to special-needs play
ers, is approaching its 
2014 spring season and 
can always use some 
help from volunteers.

Games begin Sat
urday, May 3, and the 
league is looking for 
volunteers to serve as 
buddies to the players 
and umpires for the 
games.

Anyone interested in 
volunteering is being 
asked to register by 
downloading a 2014 
Volunteer Release 
Form at
http://www.miracle 
leagueplymouth.org, 
then scan and return 
the form to debra@mir- 
acleleagueplymouth- 
.org. The forms can also 
be mailed to Miracle 
League of Plymouth,
525 Farmer St., Ply
mouth, M I 48170.

Groups can also sign 
up to volunteer, but will 
need one person as the 
contact person; that 
person needs to contact 
MLP Commissioner 
Deb Madonna at deb- 
ra@miracleleagueply- 
mouth.org.

Once volunteers 
have registered, they 
can go to Volunteer Spot 
(http://vols.pt/sA8tY s),

enter an email address 
and choose their spots. 
VolunteerSpot will send 
an automated confirma
tion and reminders.

Madonna pointed out 
VolunteerSpot does not 
share email addresses; 
however, volunteers 
who prefer not to use an 
email address can con
tact Madonna individ
ually and she will sign 
them up manually.

“We want you all to 
know that whether you 
can volunteer for one 
game or every game 
every week, your help 
is needed and appreci
ated,” Madonna said. “It 
is reassuring to our 
players and parents to 
see a familiar face in 
the dugout. Players love 
their buddies. You can’t 
imagine how important 
you are to the MLP 
players and families.”

The spring season 
lasts seven games, with 
no games being played 
Memorial Day week
end. The fall season, 
also seven games, starts 
Aug. 16. There are no 
games Labor Day week
end.

Bilkie Field, where 
MLP games are played, 
is located at 357 Theo
dore, in downtown Ply
mouth. For more in
formation, email in- 
fo@miracleleagueply- 
mouth.org or visit the 
league’s website at 
www.miracleleagueply- 
mouth.org.

CORRECTION
A story in the April 20 Canton Observer about a 

bowling fundraiser hosted by the Canton Commu
nity Foundation should have included Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 528 as one of the 
sponsors.

Area clinic’s growth follows 
physical therapy’s evolution

Physical therapist 
Jeffrey Sirabian likens 
his job to that of a detec
tive: He unravels the 
mystery of what ails his 
patients and works with 
them to make things 
better.

Sirabian, who founded 
Plymouth Physical Ther
apy Specialists in Ply
mouth Township 20 
years ago and now oper
ates 12 area clinics, still 
spends half his time 
working directly with 
patients at his original 
clinic, carrying a case
load like each of the 
more than 20 therapists 
who work for him.

"It’s fun working with 
patients,” Sirabian said 
Monday at the 5,000- 
square-foot clinic on 
Lilley. “It ’s satisfying." 
Sirabian said he consid
ers himself lucky, ex
plaining that his job fits 
the adage, “Love what 
you do and you’ll never 
work a day in your life.”

Sirabian, who got 
interested in physical 
therapy because of the 
routines he did -  at home 
on his own -  to recover 
from high school sports 
injuries, said an increas
ing body of research 
shows the effectiveness 
of physical therapy in 
treating musculo-skele- 
tal problems. That, plus a 
specialization in treating 
athletes -  PPTS works 
with athletic programs 
at several area high 
schools -  has helped fuel 
growth in his business, 
including three new 
clinics in the last five

Jeff Sirabian, founder of Plymouth Physical Therapy 
Specialists, celebrates 20 years in business, s ill bresler i
STAFf PHOTOGRAPHER

years.
“We’ve experienced a 

lot of growth and the 
practice has gotten busi
er every year," he said.

Building relationships 
with more physicians 
and having therapists 
who also want to take on 
administrative duties -  
each of the satellite clin
ics is run by a therapist- 
director -  also helped 
with the growth, he said.

S ports clin ic
Sirabian estimated 

that 30-35 percent of the 
business involves work
ing with athletes, not 
including weekend war
riors.

“We see a lot of high 
school athletes. We see 
some college and profes
sional athletes, as well," 
he said. That work typi
cally involves helping 
athletes recover from 
injuries, but also things 
like having therapists at 
sporting events and pro
viding guidance on con

ditioning and injury 
prevention, he said.

He’s seen an explo
sion in high school sports 
-  athletes are competing 
at higher and higher 
levels, he said, increas
ing the potential for 
injuries.

“It's amazing how big 
athletics has become," 
with sports camps grow
ing in popularity and 
even young athletes 
having personal trainers, 
he said.

Another change, he 
said, has been the in
creased use of physical 
therapy in treating dif
ferent conditions. Some
one with low back pain, 
for example, would have 
been medicated 20 or 30 
years ago, he said, and if 
that didn't work, the next 
step would be surgery. 
Now, he said, physical 
therapy is often the first 
step and surgery a last 
resort. •

Sirabian has a bache
lor's degree in physical

therapy from the Univer
sity of Michigan and a 
master’s in health sci
ence/orthopedics from 
the University of Indian
apolis. Like Sirabian, 
most of the 26 physical 
therapists he employs 
are former high school 
and college athletes.

"That seems to be a 
real common theme," he 
said. "Most of them have 
sports backgrounds.” 
Between all 12 clinics, 
PPTS has nearly 100 total 
employees.

C ontinu ing  ed
PPTS therapists, he 

said, offer treatments 
“based on the best scien
tific evidence out there.” 
Continuing education 
and keeping up with the 
latest physical therapy- 
related research pub
lished in medical jour
nals are important for 
his therapists.

So is informing pa
tients, helping them 
make lifestyle changes 
and establish routines 
that will keep them 
healthy.

“We want to educate 
you to take care of your
self so the pain doesn’t 
come back," Sirabian 
said.

Sirabian of Novi still 
plays sports a bit him
self, hockey and basket
ball, but “more golf than 
anything else,” he said. 
With golf, he joked, no 
one is trying to tackle 
you or throw something 
at you.

mjachman®
hometownlife.com
734-678-8432

EASTER
Continued from Page A1

Canton Leisure Ser
vices, who came 
dressed in his Easter 
best.

There were continu
ous egg hunts for two 
different age groups, 
organizers said, to make 
sure of age-appropriate 
hunting and no “missed 
starts." Kids took part in 
bunny-themed craft 
projects, carnival games 
and face painting. There 
was also a petting farm, 
plus the Meanie Weanie 
food truck was parked

Musical entertain
ment was provided by 
the family entertainers 
The Kerfuffles.

“The weather was 
truly an event-planner’s 
dream," Canton Leisure 
Services Recreation 
Coordinator Jennifer 
Provenzano said. “The 
Canton community 
came out in droves to 
celebrate spring with 
us. Flanked by an army 
of smiling staff and 
volunteers and an ar-

Baskets filled up pretty quickly at the Easter Egg Hunt in Canton.

senal of plastic eggs and thrilled with the turnout year'
chocolate, we were and the response to this ganzi

i Easter Eggstrava-
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ELECTIONS
Continued from Page A2

port behind Fausone.
The primaries in the 

state House 20th District 
race are uncontested. 
Republican incumbent 
Kurt Heise of Plymouth, 
seeking his third term, 
will face off in Novem
ber against the only 
Democrat to file, Nate 
Smith-TYge, also of Ply
mouth.

And Wayne County 
Commissioner Shannon 
Price, a Republican from 
Canton elected to his 
first term in 2012 in the 
newly drawn 10th Dis
trict (which covers Ply
mouth and Canton), will 
be opposed by Democrat 
Milan Peele, a UAW 
member from Canton.

One national race will 
also have a local flavor. 
Former State Depart
ment counter-terrorism 
expert Bobby McKenzie, 
a Democrat from Can
ton, jumped into the 
primary field for the 
U.S. House 11th District. 
He is joined by Bloom
field Hills urologist Anil 
Kumar, Nancy Skinner 
of Birmingham and Bill 
Roberts of Livonia.

Mosher

Fausone Pagan

Incumbent U.S. Rep. 
Kerry Bentivolio, a Re
publican from Milford, 
is being challenged in 
the primary by Com
merce Tbwnship busi
nessman David TVott, 
who owns a mortgage 
servicing and foreclo
sures company.

Candidates have until 
4 p.m. Friday to with
draw and have their 
names left off the Au
gust ballot.

When You Need Something Knocked Down,

Tom  Out, Cleaned Up,

Removed, Hauled Away...

Call The Labor Guys! W e'll Get It Done!

' Small & Medium Demolition Specialists 
(houses, garages, in-ground pools, decks, 
sheds & more)

' Tear Outs & Clean Outs 
For Construction Preparation 
(rooms gutted for remodeling, flood 
removed, etc.)

• Complete Removal & Hauling 
Of Anything
(dirt, debris, grass, concrete, job siti

in  Y our N e ig h bo rh oo d
General I Spinal Cord Injury | Traumatic Brain Injury

K e rtla  B lack, M .D .
Specializing in traumatic brain 
injuries and musculoskeletal 
injury and pain.

To schedule an appointment, 
please call 313-745-4600
For an independent medical 
exam, please call 313-745-1218

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME Rehabilitation 
Institute o f Michigan 

■ i • .. Novi Center
University 42005 W. 12 MUe Road 
Physician Group Novi, Ml 48377

pmr-rlm.med.wayne.edu | upgdocs.org | f >0
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J  ^  W estland Shopping Center
^  m  U  (Next to  Kohl's)
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i  Accessories. Best prices of the year! T h urs-S at 10a-7p, Sun 10a-6p
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L o ranger C om plete L abor Co., LLC  
Commercial 8i Residential • 734-652-2272



K i - t c H e n A i d

$1 0 0  s2 0 0
o n  p u r c h a s e s  o f  o n  p u r c h a s e s  o f  
$3,999 - $ 4,998 $4,998 +

K i - t c H e n A i d

$6,799

KGCU467VSS

^ 1 5 0 = $1 0 0 INSTANT
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Built-in Range
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REBATE

Cook top Cooktop/Wall
Oven

Whirlpool
WMH53520AH
$149 (Closeout) gxwsmodxs 

$4491$2,599
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* 1 0 0 INSTANT
REBATE

Whirlpool 
Laundry

whirlP°o1 lce 
4 t t J i J REB#TE Collection

(4 Piece)

G R E A T  S E L E C T IO N  G R E A T  V A L U E
The iComfort® 
Sleep System
by Seita® with

Foundation is available.

SOT.

Memory 
Foam 

Mattress 
starting at 

$499

Majestic Crown 
Crowning Glory Super 

Pillow Top Mattress
Serta® SmartSurtace™ 

with MicroSupport® 
- Gel, FireBlocker® 

Fiber, Body Loft® 
nti Microbial Fiber, 

MicroSupport® 
Gel in Latex

Twin Inner 
Spring 

mattress 
starting 
at $199

Free Mattress Cover w ith  every  p urchase o

W h a t’s Cooking
I9®!E$!3E

Ms jie s  i
S a tu rd a y ,  M a y  I©

SSp&i 
Wine Tasting, Cheese Pairing,

Hors d ’oeuvre, Massages,
Prizes and More 

Reserve ymw space 1 25,Q0 per person

Innovative Style, Effortless Savings
Receive a $100 - $500 MasterCard -’ prepa id card by mail w hen you purchase select 

. W hirlpool® Ice Collection kitchen appliances and/or receive a $100-$300 MasterCard 
prepaid card by mail when you purchase a select W hirlpool® laundry pair.

Offer valid 04/01/2014 thm 04/30/2014

IN V IT A T IO N  TO  S A V IN G S
Save on app liances that 

com plete  your kitchen w ith  th is 
exclusive invitation
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MasterCard Prepaid Card by mail with purchase of select KitchenAid® Brand appliances.

POWER. PERFORMANCE. SAVINGS.
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o f  t h e  Y e a r  2014

2^9 Bill & Rod's
j  APPLIANCES 4 MATTRESSES 

a  Honest and dependable 
Since 1963

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 
734-425-5040

  1
V isit us on Facebook

Sign up to  receive notification o f upcoming events!

Quality Factory Trained Technicians 
w ww .b illandrodsapp liance.com

15870 Middlebelt Road 
North of Five Mile • Livonia
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Suspect in online case waives exam
By Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

A 35-year-old Van Buren 
Township man charged amid 
allegations he was involved in 
robbing a 42-year-old Canton 
man after they became ac
quainted through Craigslist, an 
online advertising website that 
includes personals, will stand 
trial in Wayne County Circuit 
Court.

Eric Lee Taylor waived his 
preliminary exam Monday at 
35th District Court. He's been 
scheduled for arraignment in 
circuit court April 28.

Thylor is accused of un
armed robbery, identity theft, 
receiving and concealing stolen 
property less than $20,000, 
theft of the victim’s vehicle and 
using a financial transaction

device-or credit 
card -  without 
consent.

He could face 
penalties ranging 
up to 15 years in 
prison, if  convict- 

Taylor ed.
Canton Detec

tive Sgt. Chad Baugh said po
lice found the victim’s vehicle 
in the Ypsilanti area and recov
ered his laptop computer from 
the defendant’s home.

The victim was expecting a 
return visit to his home on 
Hunters Way Court, near Ged- 
des and Canton Center, from a 
man he had known about a year 
when he was robbed, Baugh 
said.

The victim opened his ga
rage door about 11:30 p.m. Sat
urday, April 5. Rather than

being paid a friendly visit by 
the acquaintance, the victim 
was confronted by two intrud
ers who entered his home 
through an access door off the 
garage, robbing him and flee
ing the scene, Baugh said.

"We believe there was a gun 
involved,” he said.

Baugh said the victim de
scribed the intruders as black 
males who had their faces par
tially concealed.

Baugh said it is believed the 
victim had known Taylor for 
about a year, adding, "He had 
met a man on Craigshst and 
had a relationship with him.” 

Baugh said the incident 
should serve as a warning to 
others who may be contemplat
ing a private meeting with 
people through an online ser-

"It can be very dangerous," 
he said.

Canton police are continuing 
to seek two other suspects who 
authorities believe actually 
went inside the victim’s house, 
confronted him and robbed him 
of his 2012 Ford Escape, a lap
top computer and credit cards.

Anyone who has information 
is asked to call the Canton Po
lice Department at 734-394- 
5400 or make an anonymous tip 
by calling Crime Stoppers at 
800-SPEAK-UP (773-2587).

Craigslist is used by people 
selling everything from cell
phones to apphances to bikes. 
The site also includes job list
ings, personals and other sec
tions.

According to the website, 
the "overwhelming majority" 
of users are "trustworthy and

well-intentioned." However, the 
site itself advises users to take 
common-sense precautions.

When meeting someone, 
Craigslist urges the following:

» Insist on a public meeting 
place.

» Do not meet in a secluded 
place or invite strangers into 
your home. In the Canton man’s 
case, however, he apparently 
had known the defendant for 
some time.

» Be especially careful when 
buying or selling high-value 
items.

» Tell a friend or family 
member about any scheduled 
meeting -  or consider being 
accompanied by a friend.

» IVust your instincts.

ddem@hometownlife.com
313-222-2238

CANTON CRIME WATCH PLYMOUTH CRIME WATCH
R etail frau d

Canton Police were dis
patched to the Walmart on 
Michigan Avenue, after that 
store's loss-prevention staff 
reported they were holding a 
suspect for alleged theft of 
cellphone accessories.

Upon arrival, the officer 
was met by the suspect’s fa
ther, who police said "was very 
upset" and said his daughter 
“had stolen property.”

The loss-prevention officer 
told Canton Police he watched 
the female suspect via security 
video take a cellphone charger 
out of its packaging and con
ceal it underneath her shirt.
He also observed the girl re
move a cellphone case from its 
packaging and conceal it in her 
purse.

The girl then went through 
a checkout lane and paid for 
other items, but did not offer 
payment for the cellphone 
accessories, which were val
ued at some $49.

According to the police 
report, the girl admitted to 
taking the items despite the 
fact she actually had the mon
ey to pay for them.

M ariju a n a  possession

At about 1:30 a.m. Monday, a 
Canton Police officer on patrol 
noticed a lone silver SUV 
parked on the west side of the 
JC Penney’s building on Ford 
Road, sitting with its lights on.

Earlier in the evening, Can
ton Police had been told that 
other communities had been 
suffering break-ins of local 
businesses, a crime that had 
been picking up in Canton, as 
well, according to a police 
report.

Knowing this, the officer 
approached the vehicle, which 
then sped off. The officer af
fected a traffic stop and asked 
the car’s two occupants what 
they were doing. According to 
the police report, they said 
they’d been at a hookah lounge 
and were just “killing time.”

The officer, according to the 
report, smelled the odor of 
marijuana and asked the occu
pants if  he could search the 
car. The driver denied permis
sion, but the officer, with prob
ably cause, searched anyway. 
He found a marijuana grinder, 
marijuana “nuggets" and other 
marijuana-related parapherna-

The driver w 

Paw n problem s
A Canton man brought his 

stepson into the Canton Police 
Department and asked police 
to arrest him for the theft of 
two of the man’s long guns.

The man said his stepson 
had admitted to taking shot
guns and pawning them for 
cash. He showed a receipt for 
one of the guns and said his 
stepson told him Canton Police 
had the other one in their pos
session, because the stepson 
had been arrested on a driving 
charge with the shotgun in his 
possession.

According to the report, the 
stepson told police he'd "fallen 
on hard times.” Police did an 
Internet search on the step
son’s name and found various 
other items he had pawned or 
sold, including a computer 
tablet the stepfather said be
longed to him. Upon contacting 
the son’s mother, police 
learned many of the other 
pawned items, including jewel
ry and coins, belonged to her.

-  By Brad Kadrich

W om an nabbed  
in pan ty  th e f t

A 21-year-old Plymouth 
Township woman was ticketed 
Saturday in the theft of cos
metics and a three-pack of 
panties from the Kmart on Ann 
Arbor Road.

Police were called about 3 
p.m., according to a Plymouth 
Township Police Department 
report, after an employee con
fronted the woman outside.
The employee reported seeing 
the woman put the items in her 
purse, then leave the store 
after paying for other items 
but not for the items in her 
purse, the report said.

The suspect was issued a 
ticket for third-degree retail 
fraud with a May court date.

Beer s to len
A man drove off in a black 

Chevrolet Impala just after 3 
p.m. Friday after shoplifting 
two cases of Budweiser from 
the CVS store at Sheldon and 
Ann Arbor roads.

The assistant store manager 
told police he witnessed the 
man "briskly” carry the beer 
from the store and asked him

for a receipt. The man replied 
that he had paid at the pharma
cy counter.

The man then put the beer 
in the Impala’s trunk and ac
companied the assistant man
ager back to the store briefly 
while the assistant manager 
tried to confirm that he had 
paid for it, a police report said.

The man then left the store 
and drove off in the Impala; 
meanwhile, it was confirmed 
he had not paid for the beer, 
the report said.

Id e n tity  th e f t
A township woman reported 

April 14 the theft of her Social 
Security number, a crime she 
discovered after filing her 
federal taxes.

The woman said she filed 
her taxes electronically April 
10, but a short time later was 
notified that someone else had 
used her Social Security num
ber. The IRS advised her to file 
a local police report, she told 
police.

There were at least two 
other reports of similar tax 
scams made in recent days.

-  By Matt Jachman

P r o v i d e n c e  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e  P a r k  H o s p i t a l s

W h a t makes a hospita l a national leader year a fte r year? ^

A t P ro v id en c e H o s p ita l, S o u th fie ld , a n d  P rov idenc e Park, N o v i, it's  an in ten s e  c o m m itm e n t  to  c lin ica l 
ex ce lle n ce  shared  by e v e ry  m e m b e r  o f  o u r te a m .

For th e  s ixth  t im e , P rovidence a n d  Providence Park are ranked  as a 1 0 0  Top H osp ita l -a n d  o n e  o f  th e  n a tio n ’s 
to p  15 M a jo r  Teach ing  H o sp ita ls  -  by T ruven  H e a lth  A n a ly tics ™ . W e ’re  a lso p ro u d  to  be th e  o n ly  ho sp ita l in  

M ic h ig a n  to  re ce ive  T ruven 's 2 0 1 4  Everest A w a rd , w h ic h  hon ors  th e  14 U .S . h osp ita ls  a c h ie v in g  th e  h ig h es t  

c u rre n t p e rfo rm a n c e  a n d  th e  fa s te s t lo n g -te rm  im p ro v e m e n t o ve r f iv e  years.
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Ficano kicks off re-election bid 
amid crowded field of hopefuls

Wayne County Exec
utive Robert Ficano offi
cially kicked off his hunt 
for a fourth term Monday 
afternoon, saying the 
focus will be on educa
tion, enterprise and in
vestment opportunities 
that will attract and keep 
people.

"You shouldn't have to 
get on a plane to visit 
your kids and grand- 
kids,” Ficano told more 
than 100 people packed 
into the front hall at the 
IBEW Local 58 in Detroit.

Ficano's announce
ment had to share the 
spotlight with news that 
former Detroit Police 
Chief Warren Evans filed 
paperwork to run against 
him. Evans, who also 
served as Wayne County 
sheriff, is one of a few 
big names to join the race 
for the county’s top spot.

By close of business 
Monday, Evans, Ficano, 
Wayne County Commis
sioner Kevin McNamara, 
Westland Mayor William

Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano announces his 
platform for re-election during a press conference held at 
the IBEW Local 58 offices in Detroit, kimberly p. mitchell |
GANNETT MICHIGAN

Wild and state Rep. Phil 
Cavanagh had submitted 
paperwork with Wayne 
County election officials.
Sigmunt John Szczep- 
kowski Jr. of Detroit also 
has filed to run. Szczep- 
kowski also ran unsuc
cessfully for mayor last 
year.

News of the packed 
field could mean an easi
er battle for Ficano, who 
is running under the

Former Detroit Police Chief Warren Evans, shown here in a 
May 2010 file photo, will run for Wayne County executive.
WILLIAM ARCHIE | GANNETT MICHIGAN

cloud of scandals, in
cluding his office being 
under federal investiga
tion, a $200,000 sever
ance payment to former 
chief development offi
cer TUrkia Awada Mullin, 
the failed Wayne County 
Jail construction off 
Gratiot and St. Antoine 
and a grand jury probe 
that netted convictions of 
four former Ficano ap
pointees and a vendor.

"Honestly, I think 
Ficano — if he was run
ning on his own — would 
be in trouble. But the 
more people who get in, 
the lower number (of 
votes) he has to get to 
win," said political con
sultant Stephanie 
McLean with Lansing 
firm GMT Strategies. 
"How many of these 
folks are going to raise 
some money and be seri
ous?”

As sheriff, Evans bat
tled with Ficano over the 
jail's population.

Evans was fired from 
his job as Detroit Police 
chief in July 2010 for 
what then-Mayor Dave 
Bing said was poor judg
ment in hawking a reality 
TV show and for being in 
a relationship with a 
subordinate.

Friends of Rouge to hold river clean-up events
The Friends of the 

Rouge’s annual river 
clean-up takes place in 
May and June.

Work days have been 
scheduled for May 3, 
May 10 and June 7, with 
the main event May 17.

Volunteers of all ages 
and backgrounds are 
invited to participate in 
hands-on activities to 
care for the Rouge Riv
er.

“It  is fun and reward
ing work that has imme
diate gratification,” said 
Cyndi Ross, the river 
restoration program 
manager for Friends of 
the Rouge. "Volunteers 
can see the fruits of

their labor in the form of 
large piles of trash col
lected from the river, 
piles of bags of invasive 
plants or gardens plant
ed with native wildflow- 
ers. There is also the 
dramatic change in ap
pearance of the work 
sites in just a few hours. 
Our volunteers are real
ly making a difference.” 

Following are the 
dates and locations for 
events:

» May 3: Stewardship 
Network garlic mustard 
pull, Dearborn; Maybury 
State Park, Northville; 
Holliday Nature Pre
serve, Westland.

» May 10: Eliza How

ell Park, Detroit; Goff 
Nature Preserve, Livo
nia; Park Clean-Up Day 
with Wayne County Com
missioner Laura Cox, 
Northville Township.

» May 17: Douglas 
Evans Nature Preserve, 
Beverly Hills; Flodin 
Park, Canton Tbwnship; 
Meadows of Canton, 
Canton Township; Work
man Elementary Habi
tat, Canton Township; 
Ford Field Greenway 
TVail, Dearborn; Henry 
Ford Community Col
lege, Dearborn; Henry 
Ford Estate - Garlic 
Mustard Removal, Dear
born; University of 
Michigan Environmental

Interpretive Center, 
Dearborn; Parkland 
Park, Dearborn Heights; 
Rouge Park, Detroit; St. 
Paul of the Cross Re
treat, Detroit; Shiawas
see Park, Farmington; 
Botsford Commons Sen
ior Community, Far
mington Hills; Heritage 
Park, Farmington Hills; 
Oakland Community 
College Orchard Ridge 
Campus, Farmington 
Hills; Coventry Gardens 
Park, Livonia; Allen 
Drive Park, Northville; 
Linear Park, Northville 
Tbwnship; Mead's Mill, 
Northville Tbwnship; 
Smith Elementary 
School, Byron Creek,

Plymouth; Plymouth 
Township Park, Ply
mouth Township; Lola 
Valley Park, Bedford 
Tbwnship; Beech Woods 
Recreation Center, 
Southfield; Berberian 
Woods, Southfield; 
Kosch-Headwaters Pre
serve, Superior Town
ship; Woodside Village 
Subdivision, Superior 
Tbwnship; Goudy Park, 
Wayne.

» June 7: Booth Park, 
Birmingham; Mill Race 
Village, Northville; Ro
tary Park, Novi.

Event details are pro
vided on the Friends 
website at 
www.therouge.org.

VVA chapter 
plans Agent 

Orange 
town hall
Veterans who may 

have been exposed to 
Agent Orange can 
learn about its pos
sible effects on health 
and how it may affect 
future generations 
from 9 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. Saturday during 
a town hall at North
ville High School. The 
event is free and open 
to the public.

The Agent Orange 
town hall will feature 
Ed Martini, associate 
dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at 
Western Michigan 
University and an 
Agent Orange expert, 
and other resources, 
including a repre
sentative from the 
U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

Martini is the au
thor of Agent Orange: 
History, Science and 
the Politics of Un
certainty.

The National Acad
emy of Science and 
V.A. have connected 
exposure to Agent 
Orange and other 
dioxins to diseases and 
birth defects.

Agent Orange was 
used to defoliate trees 
in southeast Asia dur
ing the Vietnam War.

The town hall is 
sponsored by Vietnam 
Veterans of America 
Chapter 528 in Ply
mouth and is designed 
to inform veterans, 
their families and the 
community at large 
about Agent Orange 
and how to seek help 
for related health 
problems.

Reservations are 
required for the town 
hall; call 734-421-1805 
and press 2.

Northville High 
School is at 45700 Six 
Mile.

A%S Independence 
> 2 .  Village

Senior Living I Independent Assisted Living

A ll ★  Star
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More Great Events:
O utstanding J a z z  Vocalist 
Wednesday, April 2
1:30 p.m.
Sheila Landis is a seven time winner of Detroit 
Music Award’s “Outstanding Jazz Vocalist 
Sheila will perform her unique style of jazz 
Latin and blues. Join us for great music and 
refreshments

RSVP by March 31

Grand Piano Dedication  
Thursday, April 10
1:00 p .m
The Village Joy Singers, IVP’s own Resident 
Choir, under the direction of Charlotte Worthen 
will dedicate our 100 year old grand piano. Join 
us as we celebrate this exquisite addition to our 
community.M 'E iO U T TOJBMiE'
M ingle w ith M arilyn  
Friday, April 25 
1:30 p.m.
Entertainment provided by Marilyn Monroe 
and Debra Jimmerson, a phenomenal mother/ 
daughter duo. Don’t miss this great performance 
Refreshments provided

Saturday, April 26th 
11:00am -  2:00pm

RSVP by April 23

Stay and Play
Try us out on a complimentary* basis and see 
why at Independence Village of Plymouth, our 
residents live life their way, in an affordable but 
luxurious setting. Call to learn more or stop by 
for a  tour.

DATE TIME PRICE

4/26  11-2 FREE
PLEASE ^  RSVP

Independence Village o f Plymouth
14707 Northville  Road Plymouth, Ml I w w w .S e n io rV illa g e s .co m

South o f 5 Mile Road | 734-453-2600
©2014 independence VMages cm- manag'd and lovingly cared for 6y Semor Wtoge M(lnogen.enl.

RSVP
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And they're off -  kids rush in to scoop up the candy-filled eggs.

EGGS-tra 
excitement

Kids storm township park for annual Easter hunt

It  took about 50 volunteers 
more than an hour Thursday to 
prepare some 6,000 plastic, 
candy-filled eggs for this 
year’s Plymouth Township 
Easter Egg Hunt.

It  took hundreds of kids far 
less time Saturday to scoop 
them up.

The sun was shining, the 
Easter Bunny was smiling and 
the kids were eager for the 
annual hunt, sponsored at Ply
mouth Township Park by the 
Plymouth Lions Club.

“The kids have a ball,” said 
Lions Club member Jo Ellen 
Hincker, who chairs the Easter 
Egg hunt. “And I think the 
parents have fun, too. I  know 
the Lions have fun."

Hincker said the event gen
erally draws some 200-300 
kids, although her husband, 
fellow Lions member Doug 
Hincker, said he thought far 
more than that were there 
Saturday.

The kids were chasing after 
the thousands of eggs scat
tered around four baseball 
fields at the park. Doug Hinck
er said volunteers put those 
eggs together -  and had a blast 
doing it -  Thursday. Volunteers 
included some Lions and some 
Boy Scouts.

“They get together and 
shoot the bull and they don’t 
even realize what they’re do
ing,” Hincker said with a 
laugh. "In an hour, they’re 
surprised they got it done."

%
swooped in fast for his share of eggsThis determined young

Sam Camalo, 3, of Livonia gives 
the Easter Bunny a high-five

Volunteers from Busch’s 
Market were on hand and 
Biggby Coffee provided cof
fee. The Plymouth Community 
Fire Department brought a 
fire truck, an ambulance and 
Sparky the Fire Dog for kids to 
enjoy.

Five-year-old Emily Baffy, 
in line with twin brother Jack, 
couldn’t wait to get started 
chasing down the eggs.

“I ’m excited," Emily said. 
“It’s the Easter Egg Hunt!”

Emily’s excitement wasn’t 
surprising to Plymouth Tbwn- 
ship Supervisor Richard 
Reaume.

“It ’s a ‘can’t-miss’ event,” 
Reaume said. “The kids come 
out here and have a ball.”

Calleigh Davies, 2. of Plymouth enjoys a treat with her dad Brian before the Easter Egg Hunt.

Kids and parents wait for the Easter Egg Hunt to begin.



Concert puts music in hands of disabled children

Bill Bouvier is founder of Bad Dog USA, which will part of 
a three-band concert Saturday, April 26.

them and set them to the

By Sue Mason
Staff Writer

Three bands will come 
together Saturday night 
with the purpose of rais
ing money for the Rock 4 
Awareness Foundation.

Black Rose, the Randy 
Barrett Band and Bad 
Dog USA will perform at 
Albert's on the Alley in 
Garden City to raise 
money for the Rock 4 
Awareness Music Foun
dation. Founded by Gar
den City firefighter Tbm 
Wincel, the organiza
tion's goal is to supply 
musical instruments to 
places like the Burger 
School for Students with 
Autism.

“We’re hoping to get 
enough for 25 to 75 gui
tars," said Bill Bouvier, 
lead guitarist and singer 
for Bad Dog. “We get 
guitars from Fender, 
they have something 
wrong with them. We fix

kids."
Bouvier of South Lyon 

is the founder of Bad 
Dogs. Fellow band mem
ber Bill Tremblay of 
Newport, a retired De
troit police officer, is the 
man with the magic 
hands, repairing the 
guitars and returning 
them to playability.

"The guitars can cost 
from $75 to $100 and 
don’t have anything ma- 
jorly wrong with them," 
Bouvier said. "A guitar 
might have a broken 
neck. It ’s something Bill 
can fix.”

Three bands
The event starts at 6 

p.m., with the bands

taking to the stage at 7 
p.m. Black Rose will play 
first, followed by the 
Randy Barrett Band at 
8:30 p.m. and Bad Dog at 
10 p.m. Tickets are $10 
each and available at the 
door. They also include 
entry into a guitar raffle.

"Black Rose is a little 
heavy, the Barrett Band 
is classic rock, but it's 
going to be mostly clas
sic rock throughout the 
night,” Bouvier said.

The raffle will include 
two Fender guitars and 
two trips to Las Vegas 
with hotel and $500 to 
spend in the casinos. 
There also will be dinner 
certificates and limo 
rides raffled off, plus a 
Detroit Red Wings jersey 
from the Winter Classic 
and car care package 
from Gordon Chevrolet 
will be part of a Chinese 
auction.

Other businesses also 
have helped with the

event. Plato's Restaurant 
has donated $400, plus 
provided two $15 gift 
certificates. Fanatic U is 
helping with the sports 
memorabilia.

Food will be available 
for purchase and there 
will be a cash bar.

In  b e tw e e n
According to Bouvier, 

the benefit ended up at 
Albert's because it's half
way between Newport 
and Salem Township. He 
said Albert’s was willing 
to host the fundraiser.

“It's a nice place," he 
said. " I’ve played in a lot 
of bars and this one is a 
nice big club."

Rock 4 Awareness has 
a mission of offering 
children and adults with 
special needs and other 
developmental disabil
ities the chance to partic
ipate one on one with a 
music teacher. And the 
instruments Bouvier is

looking for go beyond 
guitars. He's making the 
rounds of garage sales, 
looking for drum sets 
and keyboards. He’s also 
accepting instrument 
donations.

"We’ve been working 
hard on this and we want 
it to be a big success," he 
said. “We want to help 
any kid with a disability 
any way we can."

For more information, 
call Bouvier at 313-478- 
4895 or Tremblay at 734- 
658-6183 or email them at 
baddogusa@charter.net. 
They also can be found at 
www.reverbnation.com/ 
baddogusa.

People interested in 
making a donation can 
send checks, payable to 
Rock 4 Awareness, to 
Bill Bouvier, 600 E. Lake 
St., South Lyon, M I 
481878.

smason@hometowntife.com 
Twitter: @SusanMarieMason

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Potluck
Date: Friday, April 25 
Location: Plymouth Friendship 
Station, 42375 Schoolcraft 
Details: The Plymouth Friend
ship Station is looking for new 
members. In addition to the 
complimentary potluck dinner, 
participants can play pinochle, 
euchre or mah jongg.
Contact Call Martha Shipman 
for more information at 734- 
420-2026.

M edic are  101

Location: Plymouth Cultural 
Center, 525 Farmer, Plymouth 
Details: The Plymouth Commu
nity Council on Aging will host 
Settle Hughes and her expert 
staff from the Senior Alliance in 
Plymouth to answer questions 
and guide beneficiaries to the 
most beneficial plan for their 
Medicare coverage.
Contact RSVP at 734-453-1234, 
Ext 236

M o th e r's  D ay tea
Date/Time: Saturday. May 3, 3

Location: Abundant Life Church 
of God, 2100 Hannan, Canton 
Details: Abundant Life Church 
of God hosts a Mother's Day tea, 
open to both men and women. 
Guest speaker will be Monica 
Kelsey. Tickets are $10.
Contact For more information, 
call 313-815-3715.

Surgeon's sem inar
ne: Friday, April 25,

Location: Plymouth Cultural 
Center, 525 Farmer, Plymouth 
Details: Dr. Ryan Molli, ortho
pedic surgeon and hip and knee 
replacement specialist will offer 
a free educational seminar. Molli 
is an international proctor/ 
teacher of this technique. This 
event is hosted by the Plymouth 
Community Council on Aging. 
Contact: RSVP to 453-1234, ext 
236.

Food pan try
Date/Time: Open every Tues
day, registration 2-3 p.m. 
Location: Abundant Life Church 
of God, 2100 Hannan. Canton 
Details: Abundant Life Church 
of God hosts New Dimension 
Outreach Food Bank for anyone 
who needs food. The pantry is 
run by people who love and 
care. Registration is 2-3 p.m., 
free raffles are at 3 p.m. and 
food distribution follows the 
raffles. The pantry services more 
than 100 families per week.

Users will need a photo ID and 
proof of address.
Contact For more information, 
contact Donna at 734-383-5658, 
Pastor Dan Smitherman at 
734-664-5848 or the church at 
734-722-7688.

R elay fu nd ra is er
Date/Time: Friday, May 2,6:30 
P-m.
Location: Plaza Lanes, 42001 
Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth 
Details: The American Cancer 
Society and the Relay for Life of 
Plymouth will benefit from an 
annual bowling fundraiser at 
Plaza Lanes. Cost is $20 per 
person, which includes three 
games of bowling, shoe rental, 
pizza and soda. The event will 
also feature a DJ. silent auction 
and door prizes. Want to join 
the Relay For Life of Plymouth? 
Visit www.relayforlife.org/ 
plymouthmi or email abigail-sto- 
nerook®cancer.org.
Contact For more information 
or to register email team captain 
Nancy Little at wfl2009®wow- 
way.com or call 734-455-6605.

Open M ic  n ig h t
Date/Time: Saturday, April 26,7

Location: Plymouth Community 
Arts Council, 774 Sheldon, 
Plymouth
Details: The eighth Open Mic of 
the season for the Baseline Folk 
Society will celebrate the Emer
ald Isle in merriment and song. 
Open Mic welcomes performers, 
who can sign up 6:15-6:45 p.m. 
This month's event features a 
quartet called 5oundcheck 
consisting of Frieda Dickason, 
Carol Sissen, John Craven and 
Steve Heavrin. The host is 26- 
year-old Jessica Carmichael, a 
singer/songwriter who first 
performed in September. 
Contact: Email Baseline presi
dent Scott Ludwig at BFSpresi- 
dent@aol.com.

Teen d rug series
Dates/Times: 7-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7 (Part 1) and 
7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday. May 14 
(Part 2)
Location: Canton High School 
Media Center, 84015 N. Canton 
Center, Canton
Details: Growth Works presents 
a two-part series on how to 
understand and identify teen 
substance abuse and how to 
help when a young person may 
have a problem with alcohol or 
other drugs. Part 1, "What To 
Know," concerns howto un
derstand teen substance abuse 
problems and recognize when a

with alcohol and other drugs. 
Part 2o, "What To Do," is about

what should and should not be 
done to effectively help when a 
teen alcohol/other drug problem 
is suspected or Identified. The 
program, presented by Brian 
Spitsbergen, is coordinated and 
presented by Growth Works 
with supporting sponsors for 
this event including Dawn Farm, 
the Livingston/Washtenaw 
Regional Coordinated School 
Health Program Advisory Team 
and Plymouth-Canton Commu
nity Schools. The program is 
targeted primarily to parents, 
guardians and relatives of teens, 
but is inclusive of teens, people 
who work with or care about 
teens/families, students, and 
anyone interested for any 
reason. Admission is free. 
Contact: For additional in
formation visit www.teensusing- 
drugs.org, call 734-495-1722, ext. 
1102, or email bspitsber-
gen@growth-works.org.

B lood drives
Dates/Times/Locations:
» Monday, April 28,1-6:45 p.m., 
VFW Post 6695,1426 S. Mill, 
Plymouth
» Wednesday, April 30.11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.. Summit on the Park. 
46000 Summit Parkway, Canton 
Details: The American Red 
Cross sponsors a variety of blood 
drives in the month of April. 
Donors will be entered into a 
raffle for a $150 Kroger gift card. 
Contact: To make an appoint
ment call Diane Risko at 313- 
549-7052 or email Diane.Ris- 
ko@redcross.org.

Spring p o tte ry  sale
Date/Time: May 2.11 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; May 3,10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;

Location: Village Pottery Guild 
studio, 340 N. Main. Plymouth 
(behind the Crossings restau-

Detalls: The Village Potters 
Guild hosts its annual spring 
sale. Functional and decorative 
pottery created by members of 
the guild will be available at this 
yearly event. Tableware, tiles, 
jewelry and a wide range of 
decorative and framed pieces 
will be sold.
Contact For more information 
or directions to the studio, visit 
www.villagepottersguild.org or 
call 734-207-8807.

M useum  te a  p arty
Date/Time: Sunday, May 4, 2

Details: Kids a 
invited to a tea 
Plymouth Histo 
Children can dr

April 26,27
Saturday, Sunday, 10am - 4pm

• Plymouth Nursery gift card give-away. 50 - $10 cards 
5 WINNERS each hour from 10am to 3pm Saturday & Sunday

• SUPER SAVINGS on items throughout the store
• Drawings throughout the weekend for FREE garden products
• Expert demonstrations & seminars

See our website for schedules and topics. 
www.plymouthnur8ery.net

In-store flyer 
^  now in progress. I

from an assortment of outf its 
with fancy boas or beautiful 
hats. Kids can get their photos 
taken while dressed up and also 
participate in make-and-take 
activities, where they will make 
a Mother's Day card, a frame for 
their photo and will get a flower 
to plant in the yard. A discussion 
of dolls through the years will 
also be a part of the mix, provid
ing ample entertainment for the 
kids, while giving them a de
lightful tea party they are sure 
to remember for years to come. 
Tickets for the tea are $25 for

purchased for $13 each. Tickets 
purchased after April 25 will be

Contact: Tickets may be pur
chased at the Plymouth Histori
cal Museum or at the museum's 
website using Paypal 
(httpy/www.plymouthhistory. 
org/events/Hello-Dolly-Tea_ 
ET710.html?SortBox=201405).

P am per Y ourself
Date/Time: Wednesday, May 7, 
7 p.m.
Location: Sunflower Clubhouse, 
45800 Hanford, Canton 
Details: The Canton Newcomers 
and Neighbors host an evening

of pampering. The evening 
features a cocktail-like setting

charity raffle sponsored by 
ItWorksI to benefit Warm 
Hearts, refreshments from 
Mango's Fruit Market and raffles 
all evening.
Contact: RSVP is required to 
hollieamett@me.com. For more 
information on the club and/or 
to request a May newsletter, 
contact Noreen at nrybar@ya- 
hoo.com or 734-981-0486.

D rive 4  UR School
Date/Time: Thursday, May 22,
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: Blackwell Ford, 41001 
Plymouth Road, Plymouth 
Details: Test drive any vehicle at 
Blackwell Ford and it will donate 
funds to help support Salem 
High School football. Blackwell 
Ford and the Salem Linebackers 
Booster Club are partnering to 
help raise up to $6,000 in sup
port of the Salem High School 
football program as part as part 
of Blackwell Ford's Drive 4 UR 
School program. For every 
person who test drives a new 
Ford vehicle at this one-day 
event Blackwell Ford will do
nate $20 to Salem's football 
program (limit one donation per

household). Funds raised from 
this event will help the Salem 
football team "Go Further" 
through the purchases of new 
equipment improve current 
facilities and provide necessary 
supplies for players in training. 
Contact: For additional in
formation, contact Blackwell 
Ford at 734-453-1100.

W ild flo w e r  w a lks
Dates/Times: Sundays, April 27 
and May 4
Location: Miller Woods (en
trance is on Powell, just east of 
Ridge), Plymouth Township 
Details: Join the Friends of 
Miller Woods for their annual 
wildflower walks through Miller 
Woods. Tours start on the half 
hour and are led by members of 
the Friends. The walks will 
highlight the beautiful native 
spring wildflowers along with 
the history of the woods and the 
Miller family's donation to our 
community. Tours are free and 
last about 60 minutes. Dogs are 
not allowed and strollers are not

Contact For last-minute weath
er changes that may affect the 
bloom times of the flowers, visit 
the website at millerwoods.com.

734-453-5500
www.plymouthnursery.net 
Mon-Fri 8-8 • Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-5 
Flyer Ends 5/4/14

Confident
fo r  all th e  r igh t reasons.

For patients recovering from stroke, cardiac, orthopedic issues or other 
disabling diseases and operations, it is important to  choose a confident 
team to  meet their goals.

Our data focuses on patient success: 
136,394 of our patients come directly from 

the hospital for post-acute care 
92.6% of our rehab patients returned home 

95% of patients state the progress they 
made toward their rehab goals was 
good to excellent 

91 % of our patients rate the progress 
they made toward their rehab goals 
was good to excellent 

,  The majority of our patients will 
recommend us to others

Contact us today fo r more in form ation  or to  schedule a tour:

Canton
7025 Lilley Road 
Canton, M l 48187 
7 3 4 .3 9 4 .3 1 0 0

Plymouth
105 Haggerty Road 
Plymouth. M l 48170 
7 3 4 .4 5 5 .0 5 1 0
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N e w  fitness stud io

Orangetheory Fitness, 
the energizing group 
interval fitness concept 
that is sweeping the na
tion, will open its first 
Michigan location Friday, 
April 25, in Canton.

Grand opening festiv
ities include studio tours, 
giveaways and the launch 
of the Orangetheory Fit
ness "Six-Week Weight 
Loss Challenge."

“We’re excited to bring 
the best 60-minute work
out in the country to 
Michigan,” said Chad 
Smith, co-owner and head 
trainer of Orangetheory 
Fitness in Canton. “Or
angetheory Fitness class
es have proven to create 
huge results -  and with a 
consistent workout at our 
studio, you are guaran
teed to get toned, lose 
inches and gain energy."

Led by professional 
trainers, the Orangethe
ory workout uses heart- 
rate-monitored interval 
training and short bursts 
of exercise to create a 
high-energy fitness expe
rience.

Consistent with all 
OrangeTheory Fitness 
studios, the 3,000-square- 
foot Canton location is 
outfitted with 12 tread
mills, 12 rowing ma
chines, suspension train
ing and weights and fea
tures computer screens 
linked to heart monitors 
to track target workout 
zones.

The new Canton studio 
is at 41818 Ford Road. To 
learn more, visit www.o- 
rangetheoryfitness.com 
or call the Canton studio 
at 734-844-6100.

Bank p rom otions
Bank of Ann Arbor is 

pleased to announce that 
Jacqueline Jenkins and 
Mitzi J. Talon, part of the 
Trust and Investment 
Management Group, have 
been promoted to vice

Jenkins Talon

president.
Jenkins joined the 

bank in 2007 as a portfolio 
manager and business 
development officer and 
was promoted to assistant 
vice president in 2010.
She coordinates all of the 
bank's 401(k) advisory 
services and serves as 
the relationship manager 
for a number of invest
ment accounts.

Thlon joined Bank of 
Ann Arbor in 2004 as a 
personal trust associate. 
She was promoted to 
trust officer in 2009 and 
assistant vice president 
in 2010. She has 20 years’ 
experience in the trust 
field and manages a port
folio of estates, complex 
trusts and investment 
relationships.

Bank aw ards
Monroe Bank & TVust 

was honored at the recent 
Michigan Bankers Asso
ciation conference in 
Traverse City, winning 
three out of five awards 
for excellence in commu
nity involvement and 
marketing.

MBT won top awards 
in the categories of Fi
nancial Literacy Educa
tion, Public Relations 
(community service 
events) and Print Market
ing (billboard, direct 
mail, newspaper and 
magazine advertising). 
Other winners included 
ChoiceOne Bank for Digi
tal Marketing and Isabel
la Bank for Broadcast.

The print marketing 
category recognized 
MBT for innovative, 
powerful and integrated 
advertising across print 
media lines.

Scott LaRiche (center), flanked by son Steven and his father Lou, after winning a Dealer Education Award from 
Northwood University this month. He is executive manager and vice president of Lou LaRiche Chevrolet, which was 
founded by his father.

Northwood University 
honors auto dealer LaRiche
Scott LaRiche, the vice 

president and executive man
ager of Lou LaRiche Chevrolet 
in Plymouth Township, is one of 
10 auto dealers from around the 
U.S. and the Netherlands to win 
a Dealer Education Award this 
year from Northwood Univer
sity.

The awards are given annu
ally to recognize contributions 
toward improving education at

all levels.
LaRiche is a board member 

of the Detroit Auto Dealers 
Association and its current 
president; as DADA’s leader, he 
has been active in the Coura
geous Persuaders program, 
which works to discourage 
teens from drinking and driv
ing.

tional Auto Show in Detroit.
H e’s also active in the Ply- 

mouth-Canton Community L it
eracy Council and the Ply
mouth Rotary Club and helped 
the Miracle League of Ply
mouth fund its Bilkie Family 
Field.

LaRiche received his award 
April 10 at the dealership from 
Northwood President Keith A. 
Pretty.

D e s e n r s

erence fa r seniors 
ir  fism iues

YOUR BUSINESS Q& A

Agency offers full-service insurance

Burek

Live Here, 
for the Best 

o f your Life®
-  a t h a lf  the cost o f  

assisted liv in g !

First Come, First Served.
L im ite d  n u m b e r  o f  a p a rtm e n ts  a v a ila b le . 

A c t n o w  to  a vo id  the w a it lis t!

: x S J !
O u r  E x t r a s  M a k e  t h e  D i f f e r e n c e

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p le a s e  c a l l

28413Abfiey Lane 
New Hudson, Ml 

(248) 437-6550

3221 E. Baldwin Rd. ■ 
Grand Blanc, M l I 
(810) 606-1110

bb eypark .com

Observer: Tell us 
about your business, 
including types o f ser
vices and/or products 
you feature.

Burek: We are a full-

auto, home, 
business 
and life 
insurance. 
We also 
insure rent
al property, 
both occu
pied and 

vacant. We can help pro
tect all the toys our cli
ents have, such as boats, 
RVs, ATVs, golf carts 
and motorcycles.

Observer: How did 
you f irs t decide to  open 
your business?

Burek: I had worked 
the previous 20 years 
with the same company 
in another field and 
found myself part of a 
restructuring early last 
year. I  had a few opportu
nities in front of me and 
was trying to save some 
money on my insurance 
and looked into my cov
erages and found I  was 
under-insured, so I  start
ed looking into changing 
my provider. Farmers 
Insurance called about 
an opportunity to join the 
company and start my 
own business. Through 
the direction of Milene 
Plisko's district office 
and her wonderful staff,
I became fully licensed 
and started my insurance 
career.

Observer: Why did 
you choose Canton?

Burek: I  have lived in 
the community for close 
to 20 years. Our sons 
graduated from the Ply- 
mouth-Canton school 
system and we still have 
a child who attends Ply
mouth High School. We 
raised our family here 
and both my wife and I 
love the area.

Observer: What 
makes your business 
unique?

Burek: I  like to think 
about the way my previ
ous insurance company 
interacted with me and

Name: The Burek Agen
cy
Address: 44978 Ford 
Road, Ste. B, Canton 
Title: Scott Burek, own
er/agent
Hometown: Canton 
Opened: July 2013 
Employees: Myself and 
another agent, Gary 
Stolz
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
weekends or evenings 
by appointment 
Specialty: Helping 
people protect what 
they have worked hard 
to gain in life. We like to 
say "Helping prevent a 
bad day from becoming 
a bad life."
Contact: 734-274-2800; 
www.farmersagent.com/ 
sburek; www.face- 
book.com/scottburek- 
farmersinsuranceagent

that was very little. My 
rates would go up and all 
I  received was a bill. I 
like to sit with my cus
tomers and try to earn 
their business by educat
ing them on what needs 
to be protected and how I  
can help them accom
plish that goal. We call 
them with every renewal, 
good or bad, and explain 
what may have changed 
on the insurance compa
ny’s side and what we 
can do together to con
tinue to protect them and 
make suggestions for the 
client. We perform 
what’s called an FFR 
(Farmers Friendly Re
view) annually to see if 
anything has changed 
since we first gained 
their business, because 
things change and their 
policy should change, 
too.

Observer: How has it 
changed since you 
opened?

Burek: Our philosophy 
of the customer first has 
not changed since we 
opened, but we do find 
ourselves scheduling 
more appointments 
around clients' busy

schedules. When we first 
opened, it was very diffi
cult to find customers 
since we were so new, 
but we have sponsored 
the Plymouth Wildcats 
athletics this season and, 
with the help of the Ply
mouth Whalers, we have 
sponsored many events 
at the arena such as the 
March of Dimes, Breast 
Cancer Awareness and 
Military Appreciation 
events to get our name 
out there and show sup
port for important topics 
in the community.

Observer: Do you 
have a funny t id b it or 
sto ry to  share w ith  our 
readers about your 
experience so fa r as a 
small-business owner?

Burek: Farmers Insur
ance commercials have 
Professor Burke telling 
consumers we want to 
make you a smarter 
shopper about your in
surance. We have spent 
many hours educating 
clients about the cover
ages in their policies. For 
example, if  a client has a 
basement and chooses 
not to have sewer and 
drain coverage since 
they have never had any 
issues with water, the $7 
or $8 a month additional 
is nothing when the sew
er backs up and damages 
the basement or Man 
Cave and they are not 
covered.

Observer: Any advice 
fo r  other business ow n
ers?

Burek: Stick to your 
principles and beliefs to 
treat every customer as 
if  they were family and 
do what is right for them. 
Sometimes you can try 
and cut corners, but if 
that is not in their best 
interest, then do the right

Observer: What's in 
store fo r  the  fu tu re  o f 
your business?

Burek: We hope to 
continue to grow and 
start adding additional 
staff in the near future. 
We hope to be the go-to 
agency in the Plymouth- 
Canton area for all your 
insurance needs.



Reaching out to raise brain tumor awareness

The Berg family of Novi (from left) includes Larry, Kara, Kaitlyn and Lynn. This year's 
benefit race is set for Saturday. May 10, at Providence Park Hospital in Novi.

Local teen, her family 

believe in helping, 

plan 5K benefit

By Julie Brown

Larry and Lynn Berg 
of Novi are glad their 
16-year-old daughter 
Kaitlyn is in improving 
health. Their concern for 
their daughter continues, 
but the picture is a lot 
brighter.

Kaitlyn, a junior at 
Novi High School, began 
to have headaches in 
eighth grade. An MRI 
revealed a non-malignant 
brain tumor that required 
two surgeries. The teen 
also had radiation that 
ended more recently, also 
with good news.

"She’s doing a lot bet
ter," Larry Berg said, 
noting Kaitlyn’s been 
weaned off anti-seizure 
medications. She’s been 
on a couple of college 
tours recently and hopes 
to study accounting or 
finance after high school 
graduation.

Last year, the Bergs 
organized with others a 
benefit for the Chicago- 
based American Brain 
1\imor Association, held 
at Eastern Michigan 
University. The 2013

event raised some 
$147,000, well over its 
goal.

U pcom ing e v en t
The Bergs are hard at 

work on this year's ABTA

benefit, a 5K Break
through for Brain Hi- 
mors Race, set for Sat
urday, May 10, at Provi
dence Park Hospital, 
Beck and Grand River, in 
Novi.

That day, the program 
will begin 8:30 a.m., the 
run at 9 a.m., followed by 
a walk. Berg is chairman 
of the event and the fam
ily team is "United 
Against Brain 'I\imors." 
For more information, 
visit www.bt5k.org.

Their family also in
cludes sister Kara, 18, a 
freshman at Ball State 
University in Muncie, 
Ind., pursuing journalism 
studies. Larry Berg is 
vice president and gener
al manager for Valassis 
Solutions.

He and Kate Butler, 
advancement manager, 
marketing and communi
cations for the ABTA, 
recently shared their 
story.

"Larry has been a 
great advocate for our 
organization," Butler said 
by phone from Chicago. 
"Our goal is to raise mon
ey to support brain tumor 
research.”

The ABTA also sup
ports services for pa
tients and their families. 
Butler said there are 
seven races around the 
country involving some

7.000 people, including an 
estimated 1,100 for the 
upcoming race in Novi.

Supporters
Organizers here are 

pleased with business 
and community support, 
including the city of Novi 
and its police and fire 
departments. “They’ve 
really embraced our 
coming to Novi,” Berg 
said. “We’re very excited 
about a long-term rela
tionship with the Novi 
community.”

Norvthville resident 
and WDIV-TV (Channel 
4) personality Chuck 
Gaidica, a meterologist 
who will soon become 
pastor of world outreach 
of Novi's Oak Pointe 
Church, will be the mas
ter of ceremonies. This 
year’s event has a fund
raising goal of $180,000.

Butler said about
700.000 U.S. residents are 
now living with a brain 
tumor and nearly 70,000 
new cases will be diag
nosed this year. It ’s the 
second leading cause of 
cancer deaths among 
children, she said.

Poll: 75 percent of voters support 
‘Classrooms and Kids’ budget proposal

Three-quarters of Michigan 
voters support the “Class
rooms and Kids" budget pro
posal that would redirect more 
money into classrooms without 
raising taxes, a new poll re
leased Monday shows.

The Glengariff Group poll 
comes as the Michigan Legisla
ture considers at least four 
school funding proposals: one 
from Gov. Rick Snyder, two 
from legislators and the 
“Classrooms and Kids" plan 
developed and supported by 
educators statewide.

The April 12-14 poU of 600 
registered voters has a margin 
of error of 4 percent. The poll 
was paid for by the “Class
rooms and Kids” coalition, a 
group of educators, superin
tendents and administrators.

The “Classrooms and Kids” 
proposal provides a $250 to 
$291 increase in per-pupil fund
ing by reducing or eliminating 
$186.2 million in categorical 
programs in the School Aid 
Fund. The categoricals are 
mostly programs that reward 
performance and the adoption 
of cost-effective practices.

The proposal would also 
require an extra $88 million 
above Snyder’s budget, with 
$34 million coming from the 
budget surplus and $54 million 
from the general fund.

I t  is supported by the Michi
gan Association of School 
Boards, the Michigan Associa
tion of School Administrators, 
the Michigan Association of 
Intermediate School Adminis
trators, the Michigan Associa

tion of Secondary School Prin
cipals, the Michigan Elemen
tary and Middle School Princi
pals Association and the 
TH-County Alliance for Public 
Education.

‘“Classrooms and Kids' 
ensures the $186 million that 
would otherwise be spent on 
special pots of money for some 
schools but not for others is 
instead spent evenly among all 
schools -  and voters like the 
idea of treating all schools 
fairly and evenly," Livonia 
Public Schools Superintendent 
Randy Liepa said. “'Class
rooms and Kids’ is a win-win. 
By streamlining the budget, 
we can send an additional $250 
per student right into their 
classrooms, where the money 
is needed most."

Health care, retirement on agenda
Platinum Planning, LLC, 

hosts a series of educational 
seminars throughout the 
area designed to teach sen
iors how passage of the Af
fordable Care Act -  dubbed 
Obamacare -  will affect their 
retirement years.

President Barack Obama 
signed the act into law in 
March 2010. Platinum Plan
ning officials said the law 
will impact senior citizens 
and said “it’s imperative you 
learn and understand the 
changes."

The presenter of this in
formative seminar is a Mich
igan-licensed, independent 
insurance agent who repre
sents numerous insurance 
companies. Those planning 
to attend should arrive 15 
minutes early and spouses 
are urged to attend.

Reservations are request
ed and attendance is free.

but seating is limited.
The seminars are intended 

to provide information on, 
among other topics, the ef
fects of the act on long-term 
care; explanation of the In
dependent Payment Adviso
ry board; how to shelter your 
retirement from potential 
taxes; how to protect retire
ment assets from the mar
kets’ ups and downs; and how 
to reduce and/or eliminate 
taxation on Social Security. 

The seminars take place:
» 10 a.m. Thursday, May 8 

-  Livonia Civic Library,
32777 Five Mile

» 2 p.m. Ttiesday, May 13 -  
Northville Library, 212 W. 
Cady

»10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Thurs
day, May 15 -  Plymouth His
torical Museum, 155 S. Main 

Tb RSVP or for more in
formation, call 800-0723- 
4704.

OPENING DAY SUNDAY, APRIL 27
Pre-Sale 8:15am - 11am 

Admission $20

REGULAR HOURS: ADMISSION FREE
Sundays: 11am - 6pm 

Monday-Saturday: 10am - 9pm

SPECIAL SALE EVENTS 

MONDAY MADNESS DAY 
MONDAY, APRIL 28: 10AM - 9PM
Buy a book and receive spectacular giveaways. 
One lucky shopper w ill receive a $500 g if t  card!

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 29: 3 - 9PM

Teachers receive 50% discount w ith  v a lid  ID

BOOKBUSTER SALES 
WEDNESDAY &  THURSDAY: 
APRIL 30 &  MAY 1: 3 - 9PM

BUY 3, GET 4 'h FREE* (* least expensive item). 
Spend $25 o r more and your name w ill be entered 

in  a special drawing to w in  sports memorabilia.

BOOKS AND MEDIA 1/2 PRICE 
SUNDAY, MAY 4

A community service project 
Proceeds benefit education and literacy programs

SHOP THE SALE!

o o k s t o c k .
USED BOOK AND MEDIA SALE
S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  N E E D  T O  R E A D

APRIL 27  - MAY 4 , 2014
LAUREL PARK PLACE, LIVONIA

HONORARY CHAIRPERSON BOOKSTOCK 2014 CHAMPION
Neal Rubin, Detroit News Columnist Carol Goss, Immediate Past President

and CEO of The Skillman Foundation

BOOKSTOCK 2014 
PRESENTING SPONSOR: GARDNER-WHITE

F U R N I T U R E

ADDITIONAL 2014 SPONSORS

PERSPECTIVESC M m r t  J a f fe  0
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Q  @BookstockMI
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New tests 
for teachers 

only a 
beghming

State needs to  
address education

Raising standards required for becoming a 
teacher is a laudable goal, but making it 
tougher to enter the field won’t by itself im
prove educational outcomes in Michigan. Our 
problems are bigger than that.

The state House of Representatives’ Edu
cation Subcommittee recently approved $3.6 
million to revamp teacher certification tests. 
The appropriation would allow the Depart
ment of Education to accelerate efforts to 
toughen the exams, something state Superin
tendent M ike Flanagan has said is a priority.

We agree and we encourage both cham
bers of the Legislature to send it on to Gov. 
Rick Snyder for his signature. I t ’s been more 

than a decade 
since Michigan up
dated these ex
ams, which by 
most accounts are 
laughably easy.

As Bridge maga
zine’s Ron French 
reported in his 
"Building a Better 
Teacher” series 
last fall, when the 
education depart
ment beefed up 
the test all aspir
ing teachers must 
take before they 
are allowed to stu
dent teach, the 
pass rate plum
meted from 82 per
cent on previous 
exams to 26 per
cent. Flanagan at 
the time hailed the 
test results as 
proof that the state 
was serious about 
letting only the 
most qualified 
teachers into 
Michigan class

rooms.
The infusion of cash means that the depart

ment w ill be able to roll out the new tests in 
two years rather than the estimated 11 years 
it would have otherwise taken; that faster 
timetable is worth the investment.

But let’s keep it real. Tougher certification 
tests won't by themselves lead to a higher lev
el o f performance in Michigan classrooms, 
nor w ill they address the underlying system
ic —  and political — issues that stunt profes
sional growth in public education.

There’s plenty of blame to go around when 
it comes to poor educational outcomes in 
Michigan, but too much of that blame is mis
placed at the feet of teachers.

As a state and a nation, we can press for 
higher admissions standards into teaching 
programs and those programs can do a better 
job of aligning themselves with the demands 
of today’s classrooms.

I t ’s not at all clear, however, that so-called 
"smarter teachers” w ill f ix  what ails public 
schools, certainly not without significant e f
forts to improve the conditions and resources 
available to educators.

We’ve seen little evidence that our teach
ers lack skills or expertise. What they lack, 
rather, is time, guidance and support neces
sary to be fully effective and grow in their 
careers.

Poorly compensated relative to other pro
fessions, teaching in the United States has 
long struggled to be seen as a valued profes
sion. Policymakers, many of them in Lansing, 
seem to prefer a high-turnover teaching 
force that is m inim ally trained.

The overemphasis on standardized tests, 
punitive evaluation policies and bureaucratic 
regulations, combined with larger class sizes 
and resource-starved classrooms, combine to 
create a high rate o f turnover among teach
ers. About 40 percent of all teachers leave 
within the first five years of starting their 
jobs — more than any other profession.

There’s nothing wrong with demanding 
higher standards from aspiring teachers, but 
policymakers should take into account that 
high achievers have standards as well, 
among them the opportunity to work in an en
vironment in which they feel valued and ade
quately compensated.

Until we decide that teaching is a serious 
profession that demands substantial public 
investment, we will not produce the skilled 
teachers that are needed to address the needs 
of our children.
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B u t le t ’s keep i t  
rea l. Tougher 
c e r t if ic a tio n  tests 
w o n ’t  by 
them selves le ad  
to  a  h ig h e r leve l 
o f p e r fo rm a n c e  
in  M ich ig a n  
classroom s, n o r  
w i l l  they address  
the  u n d e r ly in g  
system ic  — a n d  
p o li t ic a l  — issues 
th a t s tu n t 
p ro fe ss io na l 
g ro w th  in  p u b lic  
educa tion .

What do you think?

Construction has started and 1-96 has been closed from Newburgh to Telegraph for a couple of weeks now. We’re 
wondering what you think about two questions: Has it been hard on you as a commuter yet? Do you think, ulti
mately, it will be worth the effort? Send your opinions as a Letter to the Editor to bkadrich@hometownlife.com bill
BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

Let i t  ra in

On the heels of months of 
Koch brothers-Americans for 
Prosperity ads featuring the likes 
of Julie Boonstra and Shannon 
Wendt caught lying about the 
lack of affordability of Obama- 
care by, among others, Washinton 
Post fact-checker Glenn Kessler, 
we are now being bombarded by 
the ridiculous Republican Gover
nors Association's "The Shower’s 
Over” ads.

We all are aware that chair
man Chris Christie has been 
mighty busy lately attempting to 
dodge the investigations of his 
own New Jersey state Legisla
ture as well as a federal grand 
jury but can’t they, and he, do 
better than this?

The most recent episode of 
"The Shower's Over" features the 
revelation that way back in 2002, 
then-state Rep. Mark Shauer, 
Michigan Democratic gubernato
rial candidate, voted for a House 
bill that assessed a per-bed fee on 
nursing homes, the proceeds of 
which would be used to help fi
nance background checks for 
nursing home employees -  you 
know, those taking care of mom 
and pop.

This bill was passed with bi
partisan support and was signed 
into law by then-govemor Repub
lican John Engler. Stranger yet, 
an iteration of the same bill was 
signed into law by Gov. Rick

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK?
We welcome your Letter to the 
Editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We may edit for 
clarity, space and content. Submit 
letters by the following formats: 
Web: www.hometownlife.com 
Mail: Letters to the Editor, Can
ton Observer, 615 W. Lafayette, 
Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 
Fax: 313-223-3318 
Email: bkadrich@hometown- 
life.com.
Deadline: Letters should be 
received by 9 a.m. Monday to be 
published in the Thursday edi-

Snyder after passage by an over
whelmingly Republican House 
and Senate in 2012. Are we are 
supposed to be enraged at Shauer 
for supporting legislation that 
was signed into law by Repub
lican governors? One begs the 
question: Doesn’t the RGA dtTany 
research at all?

Another episode of “The Show
er’s Over" attacked Shauer for 
voting for the American Recov
ery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 which, according to the 
CBO, created between two and 
three million jobs, kicking off a 
run of 49 straight months of job 
growth resulting in a total of

more than 5 million new private- 
sector jobs, according to the BLS.

The bill also featured the larg
est middle-class tax cut in histo
ry. Shauer's alleged crime here 
was that that bill included a pro
vision to purchase needed parts 
for wind turbines from foreign 
sources that were necessary to 
get a fledgling wind power indus
try off the ground in Michigan, 
since no domestic producers 
existed. This apparently is 
grounds for crucifixion.

Yet another episode of “The 
Shower's Over" involved a sup
posedly misguided state repre
sentative, Mark Shauer, who in 
2007 authored a bill that would 
have placed a per-gallon tax upon 
Nestle and other Michigan bot
tled water miners. The purpose 
of the bill was to try to prevent 
aquifers from being pumped dry 
by private business interests, 
rendering large swaths of rural 
counties in central and northern 
Michigan that depend upon water 
wells essentially uninhabitable. 
Most people would call that a 
good idea.

Like Mark Shauer, I  prefer 
safe nursing homes for my rela
tives, a protected water supply 
for our friends up north, jobs and 
less dependence upon fossil fuels. 
That is why I will support Mark 
Shauer for governor, so let the 
rain come down.

Mitch Smith
Canton

GUEST C O LU M N

District dropped ball on baseball seating

T his column is in response to 
Tim Smith’s article (“Dis
trict steps up to Title IX  

plate," Observer & Eccentric,
April 4,2014), which involves yet 
another P-CCS athletic director 
and school district debacle.

Unfortunately, Smith missed 
the boat on this issue. This is not 
really about Title IX . This is not 
about the government acting as 
“big brother.” This is not about 
the boys team vs. the girls team. 
This is about the school district 
not communicating with those 
involved. This is about the dis
trict shunning accountability. 
This is about the district’s mis
management of the situation that 
resulted in prematurely tearing 
something down rather than 
giving the community time to 
build something up.

The complaint was filed in 
2012. Had officials shared the 
information immediately, there 
would have been ample time to 
raise funds and construct some
thing on behalf of the girls team. 
But we were not given that 
chance.

Smith missed an opportunity 
to shed more light on this situa
tion via the 12-page summary of 
findings (OCR Docket #15-13- 
1020). The Department of Educa
tion/Office of Civil Rights sent it 
to Superintendent Michael Meis
sen on Oct. 31,2013. Smith wrote, 
"An on-site audit late last sum
mer also found that the baseball 
seating patio lacked a ramp to be 
in compliance with the Amer
icans with Disabilities Act." I f  
this is true, it leads to many 
other questions:

Why are the visitor bleachers 
on the varsity football field 
(which lack a ramp, aisles and 
railings) in compliance? Why are 
the bleachers in the gymnasium 
and the aluminum bleachers on
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the girls softball field in compli
ance? Why is the freshman field, 
which provides no seating at all, 
in compliance?

Why was the complaint really 
filed in 2012 and by whom? A 
prevailing theory suggests that a 
member of the girls softball 
coaching staff, at odds with a 
member of the boys baseball 
coaching staff, filed the com
plaint. I f  true, this is an example 
of Athletic Director Tbm Wil- 
lette's inability to manage per
sonnel issues.

According to the report, “The 
softball coach told OCR that it 
was an ‘amazing’ facility until an 
incident in summer 2012 when 
the irrigation system got turned 
off by mistake and the grass 
burned out in the summer sun. 
She said the district had to spend 
thousands of dollars to reseed 
the outfield. The softball coach 
also told OCR that the perception 
might be that the district values 
baseball more highly than soft
ball because of the seating patio 
at the baseball field."

The complaint was filed Oct. 
19,2012. The report goes on to 
say, “The athletic director called 
in a friend who specializes in 
landscape maintenance and did 
work to the field to help restore 
it.” It would be interesting to 
know if the friend was the recip
ient of the thousands of dollars it 
cost to reseed the field.

Why did the district decide to 
resolve the complaint and de
molish the seating structure 
prematurely, before the OCR 
even completed its investiga

tion?
Willette stated in the report 

"that the seating patio was con
structed about six years ago, 
before he started in his position, 
and it was constructed through 
the efforts of a parent and was 
paid for through the team’s 
booster organization. He said 
that he is not particularly happy 
with the seating patio and he 
would not mind if  it were re
moved.”

Clearly, confirmation of when 
he actually became AD of boys 
baseball is needed. According to 
the August 2007, March 2008, 
August 2008 and March 2009 
editions of the P-CCS newsletter, 
The Communicator, Willette is 
listed as the AD responsible for 
all boys baseball. Construction of 
the seating began in 2008 and 
was not completed until spring 
2009.

This was a labor of love and 
gift to future Plymouth baseball 
generations. For the parents, 
players and community sup
porters who donated valuable 
time and more than $15,000 to be 
dismissed so callously by Wil
lette, who said,"... he is not par
ticularly happy with the seating 
patio and he would not mind if it 
were removed,” is an insult to 
those who gave so much.

The district needs to explain 
to the community how this hap
pened and why we were not 
given the opportunity to build 
something up before tearing 
something down.

I f  the district expects to move 
forward in partnership with 
future booster club support at 
the Park, officials are going to 
have to start by regaining credi
bility and eliminating the source 
of the problem.

Rebecca Minch is a resident of Canton.



Uniform ban violates 
team’s free-speech rights

|  expand upon Mick 
I  McCabe’s article (“Salem 
I  girls have fired coach's 

|  back"), it's important you’re 
aware of an ongoing devel
opment affecting my daugh
ter and her varsity soccer 
teammates at Salem High 
School.

At practice TUesday, April 
8, the team was approached 
by Salem Athletic Director, 
Tbm Willette, who informed 
them they would forfeit any 
future games -  and face sus
pension -  if  they attempted to 
wear jerseys featuring their 
fired coach's last name above 
their numbers. As a sign of 
support and solidarity for 
their fired coach, the girls 
created custom jerseys which 
follow mandated uniform 
regulations from the Michi
gan High School Athletic 
Association and the National 
Federation of High Schools.

The following morning, in a 
meeting with Salem Principal 
Nancy Laws, my wife and 
daughter were told “our girls 
need to put this behind them 
and move on.” Some of the 
highest-ranking adminis
trators in our school district -  
from Superintendent Michael 
Meissen to K-12 Director of 
Student Activities Beth Sava- 
lox to Laws and Willette -  are 
attempting to push the mis- 
handlmg of the Duhl situation 
under the rug to avoid further 
public embarrassment and 
bad PR.

Now they’ve taken it to 
another level. We believe that 
through intimidation, abuse of 
authority and manipulation, 
they're infringing upon the 
Constitutional rights of our 
children.

Page 5 of the board-ap
proved 2013-14 PCEP Student 
Code of Conduct addresses 
the issue of Freedom of 
Speech: “Students may prac
tice freedom of speech, free
dom of expression of ideas 
and freedom of the press 
keeping in mind recent Su
preme Court decisions.”

In 1969, the United States 
Supreme Court wrote in its 
landmark decision pertaining

Jason 
Kaye

O u r g ir ls  c e r ta in ly  
w e re n ’t  c re a tin g  a  
d is tu rb a n ce , a 
su b s ta n tia l 
d is ru p tio n  . . .o r  
u s ing  a n y  p ro fa n ity  
o r  v u lg a rity .

to students' First Amendment 
rights, “It  can hardly be ar
gued that either students or 
teachers shed their constitu
tional rights to freedom of 
speech and expression at the 
school house gate." What is 
commonly referred to as the 
Tinker Standard makes it 
clear: school district officials 
and administration may not 
silence student expression 
just because they dislike it.

Apparently, the P-CCS 
administration feels it can 
pick and choose when the 
First Amendment applies to 
students. Our girls certainly 
weren't creating a disturb
ance, a substantial disruption 
of the school environment or 
using any profanity or vulgar
ity. Our girls have practiced 
“dissent in an orderly and 
respectful manner.” It's clear 
our district is attempting to 
shut our girls down because 
officials don't like the mes-

received in response to a 
clarifying inquiry, perhaps 
says it all: “All uniforms need 
to be approved by the athletic 
department before they are 
purchased and/or worn in 
competition. Requests for 
new uniforms need to come 
from the head coach of that 
sport.” Thking into account 
that Willette and P-CCS con
sider the name “DUHL” -  in 
place of individual players' 
names -  an inappropriate 
reminder of this fiasco, is it

likely that Willette will ap
prove them?

It ’s worth noting that the 
(interim) head coach for Sa
lem was hired and brought in 
without any parent or student 
input or committee vetting 
process typically employed 
during head coach searches.
Is it likely he'd want to re
quest his team be afforded the 
opportunity to show its con
tinued support for the man 
he’s replaced?

The interim coach was 
brought in, according to Laws, 
Savalox and Willette "to help 
us move on.” A nice guy in a 
bad position, it's clear the 
(interim) coach is trying his 
best to support the girls, but 
at the same time his unques
tioned loyalty is in reinforcing 
the district’s stance to “move

Our daughters aren’t at
tempting to be freedom fight
ers or practitioners of civil 
disobedience, but rest assured 
they're getting a hands-on 
lesson in civics that'll be sure 
to resonate longer than any
thing read in a textbook. As 
far as we’re concerned, we 
don't appreciate the admini
stration of our school district 
telling our parent group -  and 
then telling our children sep
arately -  to "move on.” That’s 
not how we raise our children, 
but I'm disappointed and em
barrassed that's the way our 
district wants to educate our 
children: if  you feel there's 
injustice, just walk away.

The question remains: is 
this really the direction our 
district wants to go? When 
students choose on their own 
accord to peacefully protest 
injustice, will our school dis
trict administration attempt 
to silence them whenever the 
message contains something 
the P-CCS administration 
doesn't want to hear? As pain
ful as the message may be, 
perhaps some reflection will 
reveal opportunities to repair 
damage to the foundation.

Jason Kaye is a Canton resident and 
father of a Salem varsity girls soccer 
player.

Beware of sub-prime 
mortgage offers

|
ccouldn't believe it when I 

| read that some banks are 
: again starting to mar

ket sub-prime mortgages.
Sub-prime mortgages -  one 

of the causes of the financial 
crisis -  were offered to people 
who did not have good credit 
or could not come up with the 
20-percent down payment to 
get a conventional mortgage.

Many people who got sub
prime mortgages ended up 
defaulting, causing them to 
lose their homes.

Not everyone should get a 
mortgage. Just because banks 
and other financial institutions 
are pushing mortgages doesn’t 
mean you should get one or 
that you can afford one. All 
mortgage companies or banks 
care about is whether you 
qualify for a mortgage, not if 
you have the means of repay
ing it.

I know the general rule is 
that renting is not a good op
tion and that people should 
consider buying as soon as 
they can. I  believe that logic is 
wrong. In many situations, 
renting is a better alternative 
financially.

Many people think that if 
they're renting, they are 
throwing away their money. 
That is not the case. When you 
do the math and factor in the 
costs of maintaining a house, it 
is not necessarily a great in
vestment..

Don't buy a home from an 
investment standpoint. A home 
purchase is about one’s quality 
of life.

However, if a home doesn’t 
increase the quality of your 
life, don't buy it.

One thing consumers should 
have learned from the finan
cial crisis is, if  you purchase a 
home, it is important to make 
sure that you own your home 
and that it doesn’t own you. Too 
many people took advantage of 
these gimmicky mortgages 
only to find that they could not 
afford their home -  and it 
ruined their credit.

Don’t fall for that same 
mistake. Prior to purchasing a 
home, consider all the costs 
associated with ownership. In 
addition to principal and in
terest payments, factor in the 
cost of repairs, maintenance,

Rick 
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insurance and utilities. These 
costs tend to be much higher 
than if you rented.

I  believe you must be able to 
put 20 percent down on a home 
in order to afford it. There are 
some cases when 10 percent is 
acceptable, however, those 
cases are rare.

Keep in mind that just be
cause the mortgage company 
says you qualify for a mort
gage doesn’t mean you can 
actually afford it. Remember, 
in addition to paying your 
mortgage, you also have to 
consider such things as retire
ment. Don’t sacrifice your 
retirement to purchase a 
home. Anyone who thinks that 
a home is a great investment 
that can eventually be sold and 
used for retirement is mistak
en.

Unfortunately, some of the 
same predatory lending prac
tices that existed before the 
financial crisis are creeping 
back into the market. The num
ber of people refinancing is 
down. Mortgage companies are 
looking for new ways to mar
ket their products.

Consumers must be careful. 
Remember, it’s not the mort
gage company that determines 
whether you can actually af
ford a mortgage -  you do. You 
must determine what your 
other costs are, such as saving 
for retirement and a child’s 
college education.

Don't let anyone talk you 
into a mortgage; take your 
time and don't be afraid to seek 
independent advice.

Having a home is part of the 
American dream. However, 
having a home that uses all 
your resources and does not 
increase your quality of life is 
an American nightmare.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. His website is 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. If 
you would like him to respond to your 
questions, please email 
rick@bloomassetmanagement.com.

IRS TAX 
PROBLEMS?
DON'T GO IT ALONE!
•  Tax Liens
• Tax Levies
•  Bank Seizures
•  Wage Garnishment
•  Audits
•  Injured Spouse Relief

Stop The Harassment

Call Today 
248-946-4655

Quick Tax Solutions
39555 Orchard Hill Place 

Novi, Ml 48375
q u i c k t a x s o l u t i o n s . c o m

' k i Z i < | t W S w * 4 t « '  J O S E P H

i C K - O f f  M i R C Y
HEALTH SYSTEM

Join Saint Joseph M ercy Health System, 
Canton Leisure Services, IHA, 88.1 The Park 
and the Canton Observer for a  FREE fun- 
filled day  p a ck e d  with healthy activities, 

screenings and  demonstrations.

Saturday, May 3, 2014 -  Canton
11 a.m . - 2 p.m. 11600 S. Canton Center Road

-  FREE Bike Helmets and Fittings
Noon | Supply limited to first 200 kids

■ Health Screenings
Skin Cancer | Blood Pressure | BMI

■ Yoga with Whitney O’Keefe, Summit on the Park 
30-minute Sessions | "Slow Burn" 8c "Healthy Backs"

■ M eet St. Joe’s Health Reporter, Lila Lazarus

■ Discover the Health Exploration Station 

■ Bring your favorite stuffed anim al to the Teddy Bear C linic

■ Kids Mini Fitness Checks with IHA Pediatricians
and  Family M edic ine Physicians 

« 5K Run/Walk register at: stioeshealth.org/SJMHS5K 

Enter for a  chance to win an IPad mini, Detroit Tigers Tickets, 
3-month passes to the Summit and morel

For more information, call 734-712-7207

t Canton il/T k t IHA Observer & Eccentric
 .

t i l



Gourmet Market
Hours: Mon-Sat 9am - 8pm • Sun 9am - 6pm

33152 W. SEVEN MILE RD • LIVONIA, MI
Prices good from 4-24-14 to 4-30-14 while supplies last

Joe’s Gourmet Catering & Events 
CORPORATE CATERING

We can create original events to suit your 
company's personality! From breakfast 

meetings, elegant receptions to bountifu l box 
lunches...we can make i t  happen!

Call Today: 248 477-4333 x226

PRODUCE 2 4 8 . 4 7 7 . 4 3 3 3  

i ° ! M  2 4 8 . 4 7 7 . 4 3 2 3

O I M i A M C  P I I O I M T t :  S l 'K d A L S

Bartlett Pears Mangos
$1 49 $-1 69

X  lb X  ea

Cucumbers Celery
QQ0 $199

ea ea

P R O D U C E
Driscoll’s _  F re s h

California lomatoes 
Strawberries o n  th e  v in e

Delmonte Hydroponic Seedless California # California Green
Golden Ripe English Broccoli Kale or 

Bananas Cucumbers Crowns Swiss Chard

2/$5 99f 49*. 99*. 99*. 99*
C h ic k e n  
L e g  Q u a r te r s Joe’s Meat &  Seafood R e a d y  t o  G r il l  $ 0 9 9  

S h r i m p  S k e w e r s  ^  lb

Ground Beef 
from  Chuck

$ 3 2 9 ,b

Boar’s H ead
O v e n e o l d  
T u r k e y

Kick Off Summer 
G r ill Sale!

S pec ia lty  
B u rge rs

Bacon Cheddar, Jalapeno 
Cheddar or Mushroom Swiss

' $ 4 9 9 ,b ♦foTis 

All Nabobs
Beef

C h ic k e nSave $1.00 lb

Boar’s Head
D o m e s t i c

S w i s s
$ 7 6 9  ©  $ £ 9 9

S  lb Boars Head lb

Fresh AH Natural

Boneless 
r o rk  Chops

$ 3 " .
Save $1.00 lb

House M ade  
Sausages

Sweet or Hof Italian

Save $1.00 lb
D E L I

D ietz &  Watson
B u f f a lo  W in g  

C h e d d a r

Boars Head 
Save $2.00 lb
Boar’s Head

R o t i s s e r i e
C h i c k e n

$ 7 6 9  •
I  1]) Boars Head 
Save $2.00 lb

Old Croc 
A u s t r a l i a n  
C h e d d a r

lb Boari Head 
Save $3.00 lb

D ietz &  Watson
H a r d

S a l a m i

ib
Save $2.00 lb

Pecorino
G r a n  C r u

Farm Fresh

Tilapia 
Fillets

Save $1.00 Ib 

Fresh W ild  Caught

W hite  Bass 
Fillets

Save $1.50 Ib

Joe’s
S m o k e d  

D e l i  M a m

lb
Save $2.00 lb

Fresh

Lake Perch
$ 1 3 " lb

Save $1.00 Ib 
Entree to  Go

Cedar Salmon 
Flanks

* 6 9 9 „

S59,? »  $1799lb
Save $3.00 lb

Dietz &  Watson
B u f f a lo

C h i c k e n

lb ~
Save $3.00 lb

GROCERY BAKERY CAFE

$ J 9 9

“  ea •  lb
Save $3

uz uanon oiut .
Soy or Alm ond M ilk  $ Q  9 9
All Varieties Save $1.00 ea.  CH
DeLallo

Bruschettas
Olive, Artichoke or Sun Dried Tomato p o
Save $1.00 ea.______________
Romano’s

Pasta Sauces
All Varieties Save $1.00 ea 
E th n ic  G o u rm et
Frozen 
Entrees

lb
Save $4.00 lb

Joe’s
Turkey

P a s t r a m i

Old Tyme  
M u e n s t e r
$ 4 0 9

l b

Save $2.00 lb

Dearborn
H o m e  S t y l e  

C h i c k e n

A
Save $2.00 lb

Dearborn
R o a s t  B e e f

Dearborn
Oven Roasted 

T u r k e y

Save $1.00 lb

Kerrygold
S w is s

$599 103 *59,? A  $499
Save $2.00 lb

_  lb
Save $2.00 lb Save $1.00 ea

$ 4 .9 9
ea

S affro n  R o ad

Simmer Sauces ^  9 9
Vegetarian & Gluten Free ea

Joe’s Homemade
S t r a w b e r r y
S h o r t c a k e

smU $19"
$ 0 0 9 9

Large U V

Joe’s

CORNBREAD
$ 0 4 9

Small O  

Large $ 6 "

C a k e

Slices
$199

-A. ea
Save $1.00 ea.

Strawberry

R hubarb

P ie

$H99

Two Bite
Spring
Sugar

C ookies

$049t l  pkg

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Coffee 
Flavor of the Week:
T o ta lly  N u ts
Save $1.00 lb lb

Chef’s Feature 
P o rk  S a lt im b u c c o

with Pasta Alfredo

$699
F r i e d  $  / !  9 9
C h i c k e n  ____ H t  lb

H o n e y  M u s t a r d  $ ^ 9 9  

C h i c k e n  S a l a d  4  lb

T u n a  $ / f  9 9
P a s t a  S a l a d  ^  lb

G r e e k  S / l  9 9
P a s t a  S a l a d  ' i  ib

Joe’s Gourmet 
Catering & Events

Graduation Parties • Rehearsal Dinners 
Wedding & Picnics 

We are ready for summer catering...are you? 
Call today to book your special 

summer event!!
2 4 8  4 7 7 -4 3 3 3  x 2 2 6

Sunkist
G e m s
1.65 oz. pkg.

$ 1 4 9
ea

Three Little  Birds
L o i s ’s  F a v o r i t e  
G r a n o l a
M ade in  M ichigan

$ 7 9 9
f  ea

Beans for Blue
W a k e  5  
D a r k  R o a s t
M ade in M ichigan

$ 0 9 9
ea

Estancia
C h a r d o n n a y
Save $3.00 btl.

$ 7 9 9

M ulti-Grain
Bread

$3 49ea.

I talian
Bread

$ 2 9 t L

Buttermilk
Muffins
$ 1  99-A ea.

Honey Wheat 
Bread

^ ^ e e .

Cline
A n c ie n t  V in e  
Z in f a n d e l
Save $4.00 btl.

M cM a n is

W ines
Founders
B re w ing
Company
Six packs 

Greenbush
B re w ing
Company
Six packs

Only

$1199
$g99

$g99

$099
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C CM  HIGH SCHOOL N A TIO N A L IN V ITA TIO NA L T O U R NA M EN T BOYS GOLF PREVIEW

SHOWCASE FOR

SEALY

Team Michigan players, including Salem's Jake Sealy (red jersey) listen the coach during Saturday's practice Compuware Arena.

Salem senior gets chance to show hockey 
skills to ‘hundreds’ of scouts at tourney

Jake Sealy's high school hockey 
career for the Salem Rocks ended 
more than a month ago, but good luck 
getting him to put his skates and sticks 
into long-term storage.

So he's headed to Minnesota this 
week to compete for Team Michigan at 
the prestigious CCM High School Na
tional Invitational Tbumament — a 
showcase for top high school players 
across the country hoping to catch the 
attention of junior, college and profes
sional scouts.

Sealy is the lone representative 
from Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park to earn a spot on the Team Michi
gan Seniors roster. He follows Ply
mouth’s Nick Schultz and Salem’s

CCM NIT ICE CHIPS

Mark McGee, who played for the team 
at the USA Hockey-sanctioned tourney 
in 2013 and 2012 respectively.

And the 18-year-old forward, who 
tallied 113 career points at Salem 
(third all-time) doesn't mind missing 
his spring break if it means getting 
another kind of break.

“Definitely it's just more recog
nition,” Sealy said. "Get my name out 
there and hopefully someone picks me 
up."

Sealy talked about the opportunity 
following Saturday's practice at Com
puware Arena in Plymouth, where the 
team skated on the Olympic side (op
posite from Compuware's NHL-style 
rink employed by the Plymouth Whal
ers of the Ontario Hockey League).

See TOURNEY, Page B3

Salem's Jake Sealy practices with Team 
Michigan's senior team at Compuware

What: The annual CCM High School National Invitational Tourna
ment featuring teams from Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
North Dakota and Massachusetts. Hosting the tourney is Minneso
ta Hockey, in conjunction with Reebok-CCM, the Minnesota Hock
ey Coaches Association and the Minnesota Girls Hockey Coaches 
Association.
When: Thursday through Sunday in Plymouth, Minn., at the Ply
mouth Ice Center.
Who: Team Michigan is sending two teams to the regional tourna
ment, attended by junior, college and professional scouts. One 
team is comprised of all seniors, including Salem's Jake Sealy and 
Farmington goalie John Lethemon from Observerland teams. 
Other area players on the senior squad include Brighton's Tyler

Hayes, Brett Pietila, Danny Bosio, Brian Dowd, Aaron Sturos, Novi's 
Michael O'Reilly, Orchard Lake St. Mary's Anthony Scarsella, Bren
nan Blaszczak, Sam Nardicchio and Dakota Ulmer. On the U-18 team 
(primarily high school juniors) are Novi-Detroit Catholic Central 
goalie Spencer Wright, Northville's Jack Meacham, Orchard Lake St. 
Mary's Nick Borellis and Hartland's John Nagel.
Games: Four games are guaranteed for both the senior and U-18 
teams. It is possible for both Team Michigan squads to face each 
other on Sunday.
Website: For more information during the tournament, including 
game results, go to
www.minnesotahockey.org/page/show/1154689-2014-boys-nit

Canton's Donnie Trosper sends a putt on its 
way to the bottom of the cup during a 2013
match. Bill BRESLER I STAFf PHOTOGRAPHER

Chiefs eye 
continued 

success
Two-time all-stater Trosper 
spearheads Canton lineup

Yes, the Canton Chiefs lost key golf
ers Alex Champagne, Tyler McMahan 
and Brent Perry from the 2013 team that 
qualified for the MHSAA state finals.

But veteran head coach Tbm Alles 
still has all-stater Donnie Trosper — a 
junior who was among the state's elite 
golfers his first two seasons.

Along with a handful of varsity re
turners and several youngsters with 
quite a bit of upside, the Chiefs very 
well could keep the positive momentum 
building in the KLAA South Division 
standings and subsequent conference 
and state tourneys.

“We will be led by a strong junior 
class which includes our best player, 
Donnie TYosper,” said Alles, entering his 
20th season coaching the Canton boys 
team. "Donnie is certainly one of the 
best high school golfers in the state."

TYosper and the trio of 2013 gradu
ates spearheaded Canton’s 8-2 record in 
the KLAA South. Last year's squad fin
ished sixth overall in the conference and 
then placed 14th out of 15 teams at the 
state finals.

The loss of Champagne, McMahan 
and Perry opens up some big opportuni
ties for others including juniors Noah 
Lindlbauer, Chris Dooley, Carter 
Schenk, Josh Johnson and Hunter 
Schlampp.

“So far in practice, the other juniors 
have been posting consistent scores in 
the low 40s,which we will need to be 
competitive in the KLAA," Alles said

Added to the mix are freshmen Do
minic Dimaya and Suhas Potluri, who 
Alles said have “shown a lot of promise" 
during early practices.

According to Alles, how successful 
the 2014 Chiefs can be is linked to over
all consistency over 18-hole increments.

“Consistent, 18-hole scoring will be 
key for us this season," Alles said. "I 
feel that despite being a relatively 
young team we are also talented and 
confident in our ability to compete suc
cessfully with the majority of the 
schools in the KLAA and other schools 
throughout the state.”

The Chiefs will get an early test when 
they face last season’s state runner-ups 
(Plymouth) on Diesday, April 29.

tswith@hometownlHe.com

BOYS GOLF PREVIEW

Wildcats want to finish the job

Coming oh-so-close to a Divi
sion 1 championship has Ply
mouth’s varsity boys golf team 
hungry to take that one final 
step to the top.

Not only did the 2013 team 
win the KLAA South Division 
and Kensington Conference 
championships, it nearly won it 
all — finishing second only to 
Battle Creek Lakeview at the D1 
state finals, falling via the fifth- 
player tie-breaker.

“Being runner-up last season 
and being that close is definitely 
in the back of everyone's mind," 
said Wildcats varsity head

coach Dan Young, taking over 
the reins from Nick Brandon 
(who is focusing on coaching 
girls basketball). “We were that 
close and to lose is motivation to 
do the extra this time around."

Yet one year’s success 
doesn’t automatically transfer 
to the following year, so Young 
expects his golfers to "put in the 
work" that will be required for 
another big season.

"We have to put in the work 
and know that we deserve it," he 
said. “The reps on the range, 
sharpening our short game and 
being ready for wind, rain.... 
Golf is hard and in order to be 
ready at the end you have to put 
in the work."

Of course, having three of 
last year's top five golfers back 
will go a long way for Ply
mouth's chances.

Seniors Chris Kozler, John 
Thtti and Evan Chipman lead 
the way.

Also fighting for spots on the 
varsity lineup card will be sen
iors Kyle Melnick, Lucas Win
kler, Alex Decker and promis
ing freshman Jack Boczar.

Rounding out the roster are 
senior Jack Marentic, juniors 
Andrew Lloyd and Connor Zy- 
deck, sophomore Kyle Kozler 
and freshman Justin Kapke.

“We have an excellent group 
of golfers who are working very 
hard,” Young said.

It won’t take long for Young will face Canton (also a state
and his team to see how it stacks qualifier in 2013). 
up against quality opponents.
On Tbesday, April 29, Plymouth tsmith9hometownlife.com
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Rocks tee off with 
rising expectations
Salem's varsity boys 

golf team has plenty of 
talent as the 2014 high 
school season gets into 
the swing.

But Rocks head 
coach Ryan Nimmer- 
guth is extra pumped up 
because of the nucleus 
of seniors who want to 
close out their prep 
careers on a high note.

“This team is led with 
great senior leadership, 
seven total,” Nimmer- 
guth said. "They have 
set the tone with the 
way they carry them
selves and have been 
great in making sure 
this team meshes well.

“This group of sen
iors is hungry for suc
cess and expects to be 
contending for champi
onships throughout the 
season.”

At the top of the 
Rocks' lineup card will 
be senior twins Connor 
and Brady Cole (al
though the latter will be 
sidelined until early 
May due to an ankle 
injury) along with sen
iors Nick Danis and 
Jake Sealy.

“The last two varsity 
spots are wide open and 
could be filled by any of 
the other guys who are 
on the team,” Nimmer- 
guth said. “From prac
tice so far it looks like 
junior Jakob Lenders, 
senior Jack McCormack 
and senior Franco Papp 
will get the first shot at 
those last few varsity 
spots.”

Lenders is the only 
junior on the squad and 
Nimmerguth noted that 
he “will be a very impor
tant member of the 
varsity lineup.”

Also battling to get 
into that lineup are sen
iors Noah Hirvela and

'  T

Watching his putt during a 2013 match is Salem's Josh 
Eldridge (right). Standing behind him is Adam Stadler of 
Livonia Franklin, photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

Jake Lang, Adam Mar- 
cero, Hayden Winch, 
freshmen Matt Schaum- 
burger and Shawn Wel
don.

Nimmerguth said the 
sophomores have 
“shown great improve
ment early on and will 
be pushing for varsity 
spots all year long.”

As for Schaumburger 
and Weldon, the coach 
stressed that they are 
“two good additions to 
the team who I believe 
will work hard to im
prove their game and 
could be contributing at 
the varsity level as early 
as next year."

The Rocks will open 
the regular Kensington 
Lakes Activities Associ
ation schedule next 
week, with back-to-back 
home matches Hiesday, 
April 29 against South 
Lyon East and Wednes
day, April 30 against 
Novi.

This week, however, 
Salem will take part in a 
tournament at Farming
ton Hills Golf Club.

tsmith@hometomnlife.com

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

During this 2013 varsity 
boys golf match, Salem's 
Adam Marcero follows 
through on a shot.

Josh Eldridge.
“Noah has shown 

tremendous improve
ment in his game so far 
in practice," Nimmer
guth said. “And Josh is 
really working hard to 
get a little more consis
tent."

Salem hopefuls look
ing to make an impres
sion include sophomores

JONBOY
Landscaping

24542 Five Mile Road, Bedford, Ml
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Madonna University junior right-hander Bree Crampton struck out 13 in a 5-2 Game One 
victory Saturday over visiting Concordia, photos by madonna university athletics

MU’s Senior Day 
spoiled by Cards

Concordia wins 
nightcap, 2-1, 
to  delay title 
celebration

www.jonboylandscapmg.com

UntlOCK RainHBird HsiiBter

Jerry Abraham could 
only sit in the dugout 
afterward and ponder 
"what if?"

The Madonna Univer
sity women's softball 
coach and his Crusaders 
now have to play the 
waiting game to see if 
they’ll get a share of the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Ath
letic Conference title 
following a 2-1 setback in 
the nightcap of a double- 
header Saturday at home 
against Concordia Uni
versity.

The Crusaders, now 
31-8 overall and 15-3 in 
the WHAC, have finished 
their regular season. 
First-place Davenport 
University (29-7,14-2) 
just needs a split in its 
final two games to claim 
the title outright.

Concordia (26-13,9-3), 
with six games still to 
make up including a twin- 
bill this Saturday in Ann 
Arbor against Davenport, 
mathematically stays 
alive and kept its faint 
title hopes alive by spoil
ing MU’s Senior Day.

“Now we’ve got to get 
help," Abraham said. “We 
had it right where we 
wanted it and we let it go, 
so now we’ve got to get 
help. But give Concordia 
credit. They’re a good 
team and they played 
well. They kept the pres
sure on us and we didn’t 
take advantage of oppor
tunities. That's what 
happens in tight games."

MU took the opener in 
dramatic fashion, 5-2, 
thanks to Caitlyn Keuve- 
laar’s walk-off 3-run 
homer, a no doubter over 
the right center field 
fence in the bottom of the 
seventh.

The Essexville Garber 
grad, who finished with 
four RBI in the opener, 
was one of four seniors 
recognized between 
games, along with Kris
ten Drabek (Monroe St. 
Mary Catholic Central),

The Crusaders celebrate following Caitlyn Keuvelaar's 
walk-off 3-run homer to beat Concordia in the first game 
of a double-header, 5-2.

Erin Mayes (Ida) and 
Carlee Meek (White Lake 
Lakeland).

Emma Cook added two 
hits and scored four runs 
in the Game One victory, 
while starting pitcher 
Bree Crampton (17-5), 
who earned the victory, 
went all seven innings, 
allowing just four hits 
while striking out 13 and 
walking five.

Losing pitcher Kort- 
ney Loar (11-5) gave up 
five earned runs on six 
hits and five walks in 6/3 
innings.

MU, however, couldn’t 
carry its momentum over 
to Game Two as Cardinals 
starter Corrina Rotondo 
(13-4) kept the Crusaders 
off balance with her gy
rating delivery allowing 
just four hits and one 
walk in seven innings.

In  the top of the third, 
Concordia got on the 
board on a double by 
Amy TVionfi followed by 
a double to left center by 
Cheyenne Brierley.

Concordia added the 
go-ahead run in the 
fourth when Katie Austin 
came home from third 
after Crampton, who 
came on in relief of start
er Erin Combs (13-4) in 
the fourth inning, was 
handcuffed by a soft line 
drive to the mound.

But MU got a run back 
in the bottom of the in
ning thanks to singles 
from Cook and Erin 
Mayes followed by a 
Concordia infield throw
ing error.

The Crusaders, how
ever, were unable to 
score the game-tying run, 
leaving runners on bases 
in the fifth and sixth 
innings before going 
down in order in the bot

tom of the seventh.
Abraham said his team 

made some uncharacter
istic mental mistakes.

"It was the little 
things, things we haven’t 
done in a very long time," 
he said. “A couple of 
miscues with steals and 
not covering the bases. 
Base running mistakes. 
Hitting on 3-0, not taking 
first pitches, and not 
patient at all.

“I don’t know. I  
thought we’d come out 
and explode the second 
game. We had everything 
going for us and I  don’t 
know what happened 
because we usually hit 
the ball all over the place. 
Not today. We didn’t hit in 
the second game any
way."

MU, meanwhile, has 
wrapped up the regular 
season and remains idle 
until Wednesday, April 
30, when the WHAC play
offs commence at Pace
setter Park in Sylvania, 
Ohio.

M U will play at 6:30 
p.m. against an opponent 
to be determined. I f  Da
venport clinches the title 
outright along with an 
automatic bid to the NA- 
IA National Tournament, 
then MU will be the sec
ond seed.

And with more than a 
week off until the tourna
ment, MU can only sit 
back and wait.

“We'll go back and do 
what we do," Abraham 
said. “It’s no big deal. 
That’s a long stretch 
without playing, so we’ll 
try to get a game if we 
can go from there.

“But we let this one

bemons@hometomnlife.co



W O M E N 'S  HOCKEY

Still a Yictory-ous ride
Victory Honda women edged in title 

game at USA Hockey Nationals

Victory Honda’s 19- 
and-over women's travel 
hockey team came just 
one goal short of captur
ing the USA Hockey 
Nationals earlier this 
month in Boston, Mass.

The Plymouth-based 
squad lost 3-2 to the Gulf 
Coast Seagals in the title 
game in the Women’s 
Tier 1 Senior B tourna
ment.

Victory Honda 
reached the tourney 
after winning the Michi
gan Amateur Hockey 
Association state cham
pionship in its age brack
et for the second consec

utive season.
"We had a great week

end overall and I am 
extremely proud of our 
team," head coach Brad 
Johnson said. "We had 
three players in the top 
10 in scoring for the 
tournament, including 
the top scorer.”

Stacey Hochkins led 
all players in Boston 
with IS points in six 
games. Contributing five 
goals and three assists 
was Kelly Gittelman 
(fourth overall) while 
Alexis Glenn tallied five 
goals and an assist, good 
for seventh in the tour
ney.

Splitting the net-mind
ing duties and respon

ding spectacularly were 
goalies Mary Beth Smith 
(2-0) and Brittany Zech- 
es (3-1) who made 45 
saves against the Ana
heim Lady Ducks to 
advance Victory Honda 
into the finals.

“Obviously, we want
ed to win it all,” Johnson 
said. "But I can’t be dis
appointed at all in the

"We just played a 
little too nervous in the 
championship (game) 
making some mistakes 
that we didn’t make all 
weekend. But what a 
great run this year was.”

Members of the team 
(listed alphabetically) 
included Nikki Betz, 
Alexis Bohlinger, Erin 
Cahill, Justine Cigna, 
Bethany Croskey, Jenna 
Donnelly, Stephanie 
Gierada, Gittleman, Lexi

Plymouth-based Victory Honda's 19-and-over women's travel hockey team is shown 
celebrating after winning the MAHA state tournament in March. The team then nearly 
captured the Women's Tier 1 Senior B national tournament in Massachusetts earlier this 
month.

Glenn, Hochkins, Jenna 
Leone, Lauren Lobert, 
Tatum MacLeod, TVicia 
MacLeod, Emily Nelson, 
Kristen Schwan, Smith, 
Becky Sonn, Kyle Tripp, 
Stephanie Voigt and

Zeches.
Johnson is following 

up that run by leading 
the Girls 19U Team East 
squad for the Meijer 
State Games of Michigan 
tournament later this

spring.
He also intends on 

returning to Victory 
Honda next season 
(tryouts begin in June).

tsmith@hometownlife.com

Getting in on a drill on the Olympic-sized ice sheet at Compuware 
Arena is Salem's Jake Sealy (middle), john kemski i express photo

TOURNEY
Continued from Page B1

"It’s different than PCC 
(Plymouth Cultural Center, 
where Salem plays) because 
the boards are wider,” Sealy 
said. “So in the offensive zone 
you have a lot more room to 
maneuver and make plays.

"I think I ’m accustomed to 
it. I ’ve been playing on Olym
pic ice here and there all my 
life, so I  know the difference 
between the ice surfaces."

The reason for practicing 
on the bigger ice was to get 
the team ready for the CCM 
NIT. Games at Plymouth Ice 
Center in Plymouth, Minn., 
also will be played on an 
Olympic-sized rink (generally 
about 210 feet long and 98 feet 
wide; compared to 200-by-85 
dimensions for NHL rinks).

“It ’s a big difference," 
stressed Team Michigan Sen
iors assistant coach Mark 
Vellucci, who just finished his 
first season at the helm of the 
Novi Wildcats after several 
seasons at Farmington. “Most 
of these guys don’t play on 
Olympic ice, that's why we’re 
scheduling it for here.”

Sealy added that he already 
has an invitation to skate at 
the pre-draft and main camp 
of the Springfield (111.) Blues 
of the North American Hock
ey League, a junior circuit for 
American players often with 
designs on breaking into a 
college program somewhere.

He would love to follow the 
path taken by Team Michigan 
alums Mackenzie MacEachern 
(a left wing drafted by the St. 
Louis Blues who plays at 
Michigan State University) 
and Colorado Avalanche draft 
pick Ben Storm, a defenseman 
at St. Cloud State University.

“That’s the dream,” said 
Sealy, about someday turning 
pro. "But, just one step at a 
time.”

C ream  o f  th e  crop
Also making the 10-hour 

bus ride to Minnesota is a 
second Team Michigan team 
comprised of high school ju
niors who will compete in a 
separate pool during the round 
robin. Coaching Team Michi
gan’s younger players will be 
Sealy’s Salem coach, Ryan

Ossenmacher.
“It’s a tremendous opportu

nity for him,” Ossenmacher 
said. “You're talking about the 
best players in the state of 
Michigan and all that high 
school hockey has to offer, so 
to be selected for that is a 
huge honor for him and it’s 
good for our program.

"There are 12 forwards 
from the state of Michigan 
and he's one of them."

Coaching the Team Michi
gan Seniors are Orchard Lake 
St. Mary’s head coach Brian 
Klanow and Vellucci.

One of Vellucci’s former 
players with the Falcons, goal
ie John Lethamon (who back- 
stopped Farmington to the 
2014 Division 3 state title), is 
on the senior team roster. 
Vellucci’s Novi defenseman 
Michael O'Reilly also is mak
ing the trek.

“We’ll play three games 
guaranteed, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and depending on 
how we do we’ll play Sunday," 
Vellucci said. “The last two 
years this organization has 
gone, two years ago we won it 
and last year we finished sec
ond. So it’s a really good op
portunity for the boys.” 

Vellucci estimated there 
will be “hundreds of scouts at 
this showcase.”

Klanow will have four play
ers from the St. Mary’s Ea
glets on his roster, including 
defenseman Anthony Scarsel-

la, wingers Sam Nardicchio, 
Dakota Ulmer and center 
Brennan Blaszczak.

“It’s a way for them to get 
good exposure, playing good 
competition on a national lev
el,” Klanow said. “Tons of 
scouts will be there, so they 
will have a lot of opportunities 
to showcase their abilities.”

Go fo r  it
On Saturday, Scarsella was 

nursing a hand injury sus
tained during Friday’s 1-1 in
ter-squad game against Com
puware Midget Majors. Scar
sella said he still hoped to play 
during the tournament.

“It ’s a lot of fun, just get
ting together with a group of 
guys," Scarsella said. "I 
played on the team last year, 
so just getting together with a 
bunch of all-stars is an honor, 
it’s humbling just to be picked 
for the team."

The junior team also played 
against Compuware and won 
5-0.

Sealy might have been 
ready to change gears into 
spring sports (he also plays 
for Salem's varsity boys golf 
team), but Ossenmacher sug
gested he attend the late 
March tryouts for Team Mich
igan.

“He (Ossenmacher) just 
told me to go to the tryouts," 
Sealy recalled. "We had 
tryouts at Chelsea, it was a 
weekend training camp kind

of thing and I  ended up mak
ing it."

In addition to Michigan and 
Minnesota, states to be repre
sented at the tournament in
clude Wisconsin, North Dakota 
and Massachusetts.

The Ossenmacher-coached 
Team Michigan junior boys 
also will play at least three 
games and girls hockey teams 
also will compete at the tour
ney — hosted by Minnesota 
Hockey, in conjunction with 
Reebok-CCM, the Minnesota 
Hockey Coaches Association 
and the Minnesota Girls Hock
ey Coaches Association.

U pp ing  th e  a n te
"The tournament itself is 

probably one of the most- 
scouted events you can find," 
Ossenmacher added. "You're 
going to have NHL scouts, 
right on down to most of the 
major colleges, and junior 
teams (primarily from the 
NAHL and United States 
Hockey League).

"It’s an opportunity to get 
exposure. I f  he (Sealy) does 
well, i f  any of those players do 
well they’re going to get no
ticed.”

That’s exactly what Ossen
macher said happened for 
MacEachern, Storm and 
"countless guys who played 
juniors and Division I" after 
skating at the CCM NIT.

Could it happen again for 
Sealy or any of the other Team 
Michigan players over the 
next few days?

Another strong, medal- 
winning showing by the team 
could do the trick.

Yet, according to Sealy, 
although the spotlight might 
be brighter and the stakes 
greater, it’s still hockey — 
albeit faster and more phys
ical than what is played in the 
KLAA.

It ’s the game he and all of 
the other Minnesota-bound 
players eat, sleep and drink. 
It ’s the game he didn’t mind 
giving up his spring break for.

“Ours is the week of the 
tournament," Sealy said. “But 
it’s not going to be bad be
cause hockey is a game that I 
love, so it's going to be fun 
playing there."

Whatever happens after 
that will be a bonus.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

PREP BASEBALL

Salem 
rides hot 

streak 
into Ohio

After a hard-fought 3-2 
victory over Livonia Steven
son on April 16, the Salem 
varsity baseball team tuned 
up for its trip to the Cincin
nati, Ohio-area with Sat
urday’s sweep of Adrian.

The Rocks pounded out 
28 hits during the road twin- 
bill, earning 11-4 and 10-7 
victories.

In the opener, Andrew 
Hunt improved to 3-1 on the 
mound with three innings of 
relief (Nick March started 
the contest).

At the plate, Colin Pie- 
tron’s two-run double in the 
sixth keyed a five-run rally 
that put the Rocks up 8-4. 
Cam Shaughnessy collected 
three hits and two RBI in 
his varsity debut while Jack 
Driscoll and Alex Nicholson 
also added two hits each.

In Saturday’s nightcap, 
Nick Minichiello and Josh 
Penn each tallied three hits 
and three RBIs while Bran
don Gillen and Andrew 
Hunt added two hits and 
two RBIs.

Eric Scott was the starter 
and winner with Josh Penn 
coming in for a three-inning 
save.

With the sweep, Salem 
improved to 7-2 overall 
going into the spring trip.

Meanwhile, the Rocks 
got the ball rolling on their 
hot streak by scoring two 
runs in the top of the sixth 
to edge Stevenson. The 
starter and winner was 
Tyler Brooks, who went the 
distance.

In the winning rally, 
Driscoll singled, Mike Ver
non walked and moved up 
on a fly ball. With two out, 
Gillen singled to left to plate 
both runners.

SPORTS ROUNDUP
W ild c a t fo o tb a ll

There is an informa
tional meeting and pasta 
party 6-8:30 p.m. Tues
day, May 6, in the Ply
mouth High School cafe
teria for all incoming 
freshmen football play-

Coach Mike Sawchuk 
and his staff will provide 
information on what will 
be required to become 
part of the “Wildcat 
Family” and help un
derstand what is going 
on at the All Player/ 
Parent Mandatory Meet
ing on Diesday, May 20 
(same time and location).

On May 6, freshmen 
can meet coaches, play
ers and booster mem
bers and ask questions.

‘M e e t th e  Coaches'
Canton High School’s 

football program is host
ing a mandatory “Meet 
the Coaches” meeting 
for incoming freshmen 
players and their parents 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 1, in the Canton 
North Building gymnasi
um. Players and parents 
are asked to arrive for

the meeting at 6 p.m.
Contact Julie Bae- 

chler at juliebae- 
chler@icloud.com for 
more information.

'F o o tG o lf'
Fox Hills Golf and 

Banquet Center of Ply
mouth is proud to an
nounce that it is the first 
and only golf course in 
Michigan that has part
nered with the American 
FootGolf League.

FootGolf is a combi
nation of the very pop
ular sports of soccer and 
golf played on a golf 
course on shortened 
holes with 21-inch diame
ter cups. On Saturday, 
May 10 (9:30 a.m. on the 
Strategic Fox Course), 
Fox Hills will host a 
FootGolf kick-off tourna
ment open to the public.

These rules are simi
lar to the rules of golf. 
FootGolf is a game that 
is played throughout the 
world in many different 
forms, but as a sport, it 
is regulated by the Fed
eration for International 
FootGolf.

Fox Hills is located at 
8768 N. Territorial, lb  
sign up for FootGolf,

visit www.foxhills.com.

‘Super Jess' 5K run
The Plymouth-Canton 

Educational Park’s Na
tional Honor Society will 
host its fourth annual 
“Super Jess” 5K run at 8 
a.m. Sunday, May 4, on 
the high school campus.

The event was cre
ated in 2011 in honor of 
16-year-old P-CEP stu
dent Jesse Lindlbauer, 
whose sinus infection 
turned into an abscess 
which ruptured, causing 
a traumatic brain injury.

This year, the race 
will support one present 
P-CCS student and one 
P-CCS alum: Salem sen
ior Jerrica Fitzgerald 
and Salem alum Amy 
Ladenberger.

» Jerrica Fitzgerald 
was diagnosed with hy
drocephalus, a rare med
ical condition in which 
fluid builds up in the 
brain. Jerrica has un
dergone more than 30 
surgeries and countless 
nights in the hospital 
since she was diagnosed 
in 2009. She attended 
Smith Elementary and 
West Middle School.

Jerrica is now a senior at 
the Park and is excited 
to graduate this spring.

» Amy Ladenberger is 
a 25-year-old Park gradu
ate who attended Hoben 
Elementary and Discov
ery Middle School.

She was diagnosed 
with cystic fibrosis, a 
disease which causes 
thick, sticky mucus to 
build up in the lungs, 
digestive tract and other 
areas of the body, when 
she was 3 months old. 
Within the last year,
Amy underwent a double 
lung transplant and 
many other surgeries 
prior to that.

Registration will con
tinue until race day. 
Signup forms can be 
found on the SJ5K Face- 
book page, P-CEP web
site or in Canton, Ply
mouth and Salem main 
offices.

Event fees are $25 for 
adults over 18 and $20 
for all others.

For questions about 
the race or volunteering, 
contact the student coor
dinator of this event, 
Shannon Perry, at 
SJSKcommuni- 
ty@gmail.com.

S u m m e r camps

On tap this summer 
through Canton Leisure 
Services are basketball 
and baseball summer 
camps instructed by 
longtime coach Pat Wat
son.

The camps will em
phasize drills and skills 
that cover offensive 
strategies and defensive 
plays in game situations. 
Mornings will be spent 
on drills focused on im
proving fundamentals, 
while afternoons will be 
used for scrimmages. 
Participants should pack 
a sack lunch and a water 
bottle.

» Basketball: There 
will be three weekly 
basketball camps at 
Summit on the Park, 
46000 Summit Parkway. 
Those sessions (for ages 
7-14) will run from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. as follows: Ses
sion 1, July 7-11; Session 
2, July 21-25; Session 3, 
July 28 through Aug. 1. 
The fee is $150 for resi
dents and $160 for non
residents.

» Baseball: The base
ball camp is slated to run 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

July 14-18 at Canton 
Sports Center, 46555 W. 
Michigan Ave. Ages 7-14.

To register, visit can- 
tonfun.org, call Canton 
Sports Center at 734^183- 
5600 or visit either Can
ton Sports Center or 
Summit on the Park and 
inquire.

W oods to p  n e tte r
The weekly honors 

continue to roll in for the 
Davenport University 
women's tennis program 
as they grabbed their 
fifth WHAC Tennis Play
er of the Week nod in 
Angelica Woods.

Woods joins Alyssa 
Fuentes, Emily Spiech 
and Puck Luttikhuis in 
being honored as the 
WHAC Women's Tennis 
Player of the Week after 
helping the Panthers 
defeat Aquinas and 
Spring Arbor.

Woods, who is 20-9 in 
singles matches this 
season, will lead her 
team into the NAIA Na
tional Tournament quali
fier this weekend as the 
WHAC will be paired 
with schools from Iowa

See ROUNDUP, Page B4



Boston’s Krug eyes series vs. Red Wings
Livonian helps 

anchor top-notch 

Bruins defense

Although he just 
turned 23, these Stanley 
Cup playoffs won’t be 
Torey Krug’s first rodeo.

With 15 Cup games 
already under his belt 
dating back to last year’s 
Game Six loss to Chicago 
in the finals, the defense- 
man from Livonia now 
gets to face his childhood 
heroes, Detroit, when his 
Boston Bruins take on 
the Red Wings in their 
Eastern Conference 
first-round series. Game 
Four is at 8 p.m. Thurs
day at Joe Louis Arena.

Krug has parlayed a 
stellar 2013 playoff run 
with a solid first full 
NHL season.

In 79 games, Krug 
tallied 14 goals, including 
six on the power play, to 
go along with 26 assists 
and a plus 18 rating as 
the Bruins captured the 
President’s TTophy for 
the best overall record in 
the league.

The Wings come in as 
the eighth seed, but Krug 
knows Detroit is no ordi
nary eighth seed.

“For us we’re not look
ing at it as a one against 
eight matchup," said 
Krug, who signed origi
nally as a free agent out 
of Michigan State in 
March of 2012. “There’s 
so much respect for both 
sides in the series that no 
one is taking each other 
lightly. They’re a danger
ous team because they’ve 
been there. They have a 
lot of guys that have had 
success in the past. They 
have that tradition in 
their locker room and 
know what it takes. I t ’s 
moved on from year-to- 
year and they found a 
way to get into the play
offs this year and keep 
the tradition going."

Before the series 
began, many predicted 
the underdog Wings

could make things plenty 
interesting against the 
NHL’s best regular sea
son team. Detroit then 
went out and won the 
opener, 1-0.

On th e  u pse t a lert?
“They have a lot of 

speed," Krug said. “Their 
young guys are fast and 
they work hard. Their 
older guys are very 
smart and intelligent 
with the puck. They play 
great defense as well.
Any time you have a guy 
like Jimmy Howard in 
your net, he can steal a 
game or two for you.
That has the makings of 
a dangerous team in the 
playoffs."

Krug, who attended 
Churchill High before 
going to the USHL’s Indy 
Ice for his senior year, 
would be the first to 
admit he grew up watch
ing and cheering for his 
hometown Red Wings. 
And he kept a close eye 
on one player in partic
ular.

“One of the guys I 
admired was (Pavel) 
Datsyuk,” Krug said. 
“He’s a wizard with the 
puck. I  think there’s not 
many weak points to his 
game and that’s what 
makes him fun to watch. 
He’s good with the puck, 
good without the puck."

Krug, who played 63 
games in Providence 
before getting called up 
during last year’s Stanley 
Cup playoffs, has settled 
in nicely with the Bruins’ 
defensive corps.

“Coming into the sea
son I had high expecta
tions of myself,” Krug 
said. “I  think the coach
ing staff, my teammates 
did as well. One of the 
things I  wanted to do was 
make sure I  remain a 
special player and 
unique to my situations 
so that I gained a consis
tent position in the line
up. I think I  did that with 
the power play."

Despite the Bruins 
sweeping both the East
ern Conference and At
lantic Division titles, 
Krug suffered the usual

Boston Bruins defenseman Torey Krug, a 23-year-old Livonia native, will face the Red 
Wings in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs, tommy giuigan | usa today sports

ups and downs of an 
NHL player.

“I  think the key was to 
make sure you manage 
those," he said. “I 
watched Zdeno Chara 
and Patrice Bergeron. 
They made sure that 
when you are playing 
well, and when they have 
their ups, that they’re not 
too high. When they’re 
struggling, and they’re 
not playing as well, they 
don’t get too down on 
themselves. They try to 
remain consistent and I 
think that's important for 
me personally.”

And when the Winter 
Olympic break came in 
February, Krug had 
mixed emotions. He 
wanted to keep going.

“I was playing real 
well individually before 
the break," said Krug, 
who spent a portion of 
the period vacationing in 
Cancun with his wife 
Melanie. “That’s my 
favorite month to play 
hockey. I f  you look at my 
past three seasons I've 
had successful Febru- 
arys. I  was sad to see it 
come, but at the same 
time it was very nice 
because you got to walk 
away from the game a

C o v e r  ^  
C o n t e s t
You’ve Got the (Christmas) Look We Want!
H ere is your ch ance  to  be on th e  cover 

of O&E M ed ia ’s “C hristm as in Ju ly” 
sp ec ia l sectio n . A dults, ch ildren and  
fa m ilies  are  w e lco m e to  p a rtic ip a te .

GRAND PRIZE:
• Cover of “ Christmas in Ju ly ’’
• $100 Gift Card to Major Retailer

HOW TO ENTER:
In person al the Spring Expo Toesday, April 29 at 
Schoolcraft College. Come dressed in yoor best 
or goofiest Christmas attire. Photos w ill be taken 
between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

JUDGING:
The winner w ill deselected 
using a combination of
readers’ voting on H fP V P V C T S  / ” \
facebook.com/OEHometown
beginning May 2 and

l a s  [ K i j g -
Tuesday 

April 29, 2014 
2 p.m. -  7 p.m.

S choolcraft College 
„  g _  VisTaTech Center
O bserver o r  L ccfntric 18600 Haggerty Road 

" - M E D I A  Livonia, Ml 48152

little bit. ”

Back t o  w o rk
Following the Olym

pics, the Bruins didn’t 
miss a beat and finished 
54-19-9, while winning 
home ice advantage 
throughout the playoffs.

A lot of team’s success 
was due in part to a 
young defensive corps of 
players that includes 
Kevin Miller, Dougie 
Hamilton, Matt Bartkow- 
ski and Krug.

They have filled the 
void admirably after key 
defenseman Dennis Sei- 
denberg exited the line
up in late December with 
a season-ending injury.

Krug, listed at 5- 
foot-9,181 pounds, has 
spent his entire hockey 
career erasing the 
stereotypes that he was 
too small to play in the 
NHL.

He’s the only Bruins 
defenseman listed under 
6 feet and dwarfs in com
parison to the league’s 
tallest blue-liner, 6-foot-9 
teammate Chara.

“It ’s a question I ’m 
always asked and I  an
swer, T don’t know any
thing else other than I ’ve 
always been small,”’

Krug said. “It ’s not like 
at one time I was big and 
all the sudden I ’m small 
and I need to adapt. I ’ve 
just had to survive. It ’s 
definitely a driving force 
when people say you’re 
too small to play and too 
small to move onto the 
next level. Or you’re only 
on the team because 
you’re dad is the coach.

"Those are some of 
the influences that push 
you forward and pro
vides in the back of your 
mind motivation. Each 
year it seems I ’ve had to 
prove someone else 
wrong."

During the regular 
season, Krug played 
twice at Joe Louis Arena 
against the Wings and 
he’ll be back again for 
Games Three and Four, 
and possibly a Game Six.

Krug, however, will be 
in lock-down mode for 
the playoffs. He said 
Twitter account will go 
silent.

"It’s the time of year 
you want to make sure 
there’s no distractions 
and focus on what you 
can," he said. " I got that 
out of the way earlier in 
the season. We've been 
there twice and got to see

a lot of family members 
afterwards, and a lot of 
friends as well.

“This time around it's 
all business. Not going to 
be meeting with as many 
people. I'll still talk to my 
parents, but that's about 
it. I'm  going to try and 
keep everything away 
and focus on our job.”

Tough t im es
Krug, however, re

members the aftermath 
of last year’s Boston 
Marathon bombings that 
rocked the city.

“I was playing in 
Providence at that time," 
he said. "The playoffs 
got started and I  hadn’t 
got called up. My parents 
were actually in town for 
the weekend. On that day 
my parents came up to 
Boston. We had lunch in 
the city. I  dropped my 
parents off and as soon I  
dropped them off, I ’m 
driving away and see all 
these police cars and 
ambulances driving up 
and down the highway. A 
lot of traffic. I  started 
freaking out.

“I was trying to get in 
touch with them and I  
couldn’t because the cell 
towers were blocked and 
no one could get a hold of 
each other. That was 
scary.”

Things eventually 
returned to normal, even 
though painful memories 
have lingered through 
the one-year anniversa- 
ry.

But at least for a few 
weeks, the Bruins helped 
prop the Boston area 
back on its feet, going all 
the way to the finals 
before losing a heart
breaking Game Six to the 
Blackhawks, 3-2, to end 
the season.

“There’s a lot of things 
this city has had to deal 
with over the past couple 
of years, but they’re 
pretty tough,” Krug said.

With another crack at 
the Stanley Cup and ex
pectations high, Krug 
hopes to become another 
who is Boston Strong.

bemons@hometownlife.com

BOYS TRACK A N D  FIELD

Chiefs show signs of breaking loose
Many excel at city 

meet despite team's 

3rd-place finish

By Tim Smith

Despite finishing 
third at last Thursday’s 
city track and field meet, 
Canton varsity boys 
coach Jess Shough is 
optimistic that the Chiefs 
can step it up following 
spring break.

Canton tallied 51 
points, just 1.5 points 
behind Plymouth — who 
Shough said his team 
“led all the way until the 
end." Victorious was 
Salem, with 71.5 points.

" I was pleased with 
our effort and (there 
was) much improvement 
in many areas, including 
our freshmen who 
scored two of our three

first places,” said 
Shough, citing Jemal 
Vaunado in the 110 hur
dles and Brennon Pel- 
land in the 300 hurdles.

Also outstanding for 
the Chiefs were senior 
pole vaulters Kyle Zan
der, Grant Mast and 
junior Teddy Lang who 
placed 1-2-3, respective
ly.

Shough added that the 
team scored in all but 
three events (long jump, 
shot put and 1,600-meter 
relay) and "we should 
have scored in the shot 
put except for a foul on 
the last throw by Shawn 
Deese. Our other field 
events did well with 
Collin Caflish finishing 
second in the discus and 
Brett Lee finishing sec
ond in the high jump.”

Canton’s other stand
outs included sprinters 
Alan Jones and Jacob 
MaUad (2-3 in the 200

dash), distance runner 
Ammar Chisti (second in 
the mile; third in the 
two-miler), hurdler Bry
an Eastman (third in the 
100 hurdles; fourth in the 
300 hurdles), Issac Pen- 
nock (fourth in the 400) 
and Peter Bruchnak 
(fourth in the 800).

Shough noted the 
second-place finishes by 
the 4-X-200 and 4-x-lOO 
relays. "(The relays) will 
get better as we improve

After returning from 
spring break Monday, 
the Chiefs will face plen
ty of competition in a 
short time frame.

"We have a tough 
schedule following the 
spring break with four 
meets that week,”
Shough said. “So we hope 
to get a lot of good prep
aration over the break."

tsmith@hometowniife.com
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in an Unaffiliated group.

Think spring  g o lf
PGA teaching profes

sional Thmi Bealert is 
offering a series of 
spring golf classes and 
events at Hickory Creek 
Golf Course, 3525 Napier 
Road, Superior Town
ship.

Two open houses, 
which feature free golf 
games for the whole 
family, will be 1-4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 26, and 
Sunday, May 18, at Hick
ory Creek.

Among the first ses
sions for adults include: 
Get Golf Ready -  7 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7; Sen
ior Casual Golfer -10 
a.m. Tuesday, May 6; 
Senior New Golfer -  1 
p.m. TUesday, May 6; 
Ladies clinics, 7:30 p.m. 
TUesday, May 6.

Among the first ses
sions for youths include: 
Junior (ages 8-17) -  5

p.m. Thursday, May 8; 
Little Linksters (ages 
5-8) -11 a.m. Saturday, 
May 3.

Adult drop-in clinics 
are also available in
cluding: Golf Enhance
ment sessions -  6:45-8 
p.m. each Monday (loca
tions and times subject 
to change by season); 
and Golf Conditioning -  
10:30-11:30 a.m. each 
Saturday (January 
through November) at 
Hickory Creek.

To register for class
es, visit Bealert's Face- 
book page at Trainwith- 
TUmiGolf.com.

For more information, 
email TVainwithTU- 
mi@gmail.com or call 
734-731-0238.

M U  cross country
Madonna University 

will stage its summer 
cross country base 
camps for serious high 
school runners from 
8:45-9:45 a.m. July 28 
through Aug. 1. The cost 
is $75.

MU will also hold long 
runs from 7:30-9 a.m.

Saturday, July 12, July 
19, July 26 and Aug. 2, at 
Cass Benton Park. The 
cost is a $2 donation for 
each long run.

For more information, 
email Madonna cross 
country coach Pat 
Daugherty at pdaugher- 
ty@madonna.edu.

Daugherty can also be 
reached during the eve
nings at 734-658-0226 
(cell) or 734-432-5634 
(office).

M o to r C ity Hoops
The MetroPCS Motor 

City Hoops Classic, a 
new 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament, will be Sat
urday and Sunday, June 
7-8, on the Detroit River
front.

The Classic will have 
divisions for all ages and 
skill levels with both 
men’s and women's 
teams invited.

Team registration is 
under way with the dead
line Friday, May 23.

To register or for 
more information, visit 
motorcityhoops 
classic.com.



noon and 3 p.m. April 27 
Location: Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Roman Catholic Church, 
47650 N. Territorial Road, Ply
mouth
Contact: 734-453-0326; 
vwvw.olgcparish.net 
POMEGRANATE GUILD
Time/Date: I p.m. Sunday. April 
27
Location: In the community 
room at Prentis Apartments, 
located on 10 Mile east of 
Greenfield in Oak Park 
Details: Judy Galperin will lead 
a Swedish weaving (huck em
broidery) workshop. Attendees

ating be
place mats and challahc 
The group also will prepare for 
its display. May 1-3 at the Far
mington Festival of the Arts, 
'Grow with the Arts."
Contact: Judy Galperin at 
248-661-5337
RECOLLECTION DAY
Time/Date: Registration at 8:30 
a.m., Mass at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
April 26
Location: St. Robert Bellarmine 
Parish, located at West Chicago 
and Inkster roads, Redford 
Details: The Rev. Ben Luedke 
will lead participants through a 
day of prayer. The program, 
which runs until 3 p.m. is spon
sored by the Association of 
Christian Therapists. Cost is $5. 
Participants may bring a sack 
lunch. Coffee and snacks will be 
provided
Contact: Antoinette McDermott 
at 313-255-9676 or email Kris at 
fuzziandcompanyegmail.com 
TRIVIA NIGHT 
Time/Date: Doors open 6 p.m., 
game begins 7 p.m. Saturday, 
April 26
Location: Ss. Simon and Jude 
Catholic Church, 32500 Palmer, 
Westland
Details: Cost is 520 per team of 
up to four individuals and 
includes 10 rounds of questions, 
popcorn, six hot dogs and six 
chips per team. No registrations

www.stsimonandjude.com/

Contact Kathy Hansen at 
734-716-4436; stsimonand- 
judgeegmail.com 
YOM HASHOAH
Time/Date: 5 p.m. Sunday, April 
27
Location: The Berman Center 
for the Performing Arts. 6600 W. 
Maple, West Bloomfield 
Details: In recognition of Yom 
HaShoah — Holocaust Memorial 
Day — the Jewish Community 
Center of Metropolitan Detroit 
will show I Believe: A Shoah 
Requiem, a film featuring 150 
choral voices singing an a cap- 
pella cantata composed by 
Cantor Daniel Gross of Adat 
Shalom Synagogue in Farming
ton Hills. The film version was 
recorded last year at the Orches
tra Hall in Detroit 
Contact: jeedetorg

MAY
ANTIQUE APPRAISAL
Time/Date: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4 
Location: Commerce United 
Methodist Church, 1155 Com
merce Road, Commerce Town
ship
Details: SS donation for each 
item appraised; silent auction 
apd lunch items available. 
Proceeds go toward restoration 
of 1841 chapel
Contact: Linda Komatowski at 
248-505-3191

COMMON GROUND
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday. May 2 
Location: Connection Church, 
3855 S. Sheldon Road, Canton 
Details: Girl's night out with a 
God focus for women and girls, 
13 and over. Includes teaching, 
outreach for homeless veterans, 
giveaways and party. Lifesavers, 
Rice Krispies Bars, packaged 
plastic utensils, Ritz snack mix, 
and easy-open cans of fish or 
meat will be collected at the

RUMMAGE ITEMS 
NEEDED
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
May 12-14
Location: Antioch Lutheran 
Church. 33360 W. 13 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Items are needed for 
the church's rummage sale.
Leave donations in the church 
hallway. Donation receipts will 
be on a table near the back door 
Contact: Judy Glass at 248-626- 
7906; antiochelca@sbcglobal.net 
RUMMAGE SALE 
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 1,9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, 
May 2,9 a.m. to noon Saturday. 
May 3
Location: Newburg United 
Methodist Church, 36500 Ann 
Arbor Trail, between Newburgh 
and Wayne Road, Livonia 
Details: $2 admission per adult 
Thursday only; free admission 
Friday and Saturday. Saturday 
half-price sale.
Contact: 734-422-0149 
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE, 
ROUND-UP
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to noon and 
1-2:30 p.m. Monday. May 19; 
kindergarten, Young 5's and 
preschool roundup. 1-2:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 9
Location: St. Genevieve Catholic 
School, 28933 Jamison, Livonia 
Details: Preschool through 
eighth grade. School tours 
available
Contact 734-425-4420

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
Men's Bible study 
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and study at 8 a.m.
Location: Kirby's Coney Island, 
21200 Haggerty. Northville 
Township

Our Lady of Loretto 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Redford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000 
St Michael the Archangel 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. the 
second and fourth Thursday. 
Location: School library, 11441 
Hubbard, just south of Plymouth 
Road, Livonia
Details: Catholic author and 
Bible scholar Gary Michuta leads 
the study of Acts of the Apos
tles.
Contact 734-261-1455, Ext. 200, 
or www.livoniastmichael.org 
Ward Presbyterian 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Mondays 
Location: Room A101,40000 W. 
Six Mile, Northville Township 
Details: Learner's Bible study is

Contact 248-374-5920 
FAMILY COMMUNITY 
MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: The Salvation Army,

RELIGION CALENDAR
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills
Details: Free meal 
Contact 248-477-1153, Ext. 12 
MOMS
Christ Our Savior Lutheran

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday, September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers 
of infants through klndergart-

Contact Ethanie Defoe at 
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at 
734-658-2463
Dunning Park Bible Chapel 
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W. Chicago 
Road, Redford
Details: MOPS is a place where 
moms can build friendships, 
receive mothering support, 
practical help and spiritual hope. 
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767 
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set
ting. Pet blessings are available 
after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162 
PRAYER
Nardin Park United Method
ist Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesday 
Location: 29887 W. 11 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Participate in an open 
time of praying silently and 
aloud together as well as re
sponding to personal requests. 
Contact: 248-476-8860 
St. Edith Church 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday 
Location: 15089 Newburgh, 
Livonia. Enter through the back 
Details: Music, singing, prayer 
Contact: Grace at 734-464-1896. 
Shirley at 734-464-3656 or Geri 
at 734-464-8906
St. Michael Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-

Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, 
Canton
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact: 734-459-3333 for 
additional information 
SINGLES
Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford. Room 304 
Details: Divorce Overcomers 
group is designed for individuals 
going through divorce, those 
who are divorced or separated. 
Occasionally includes guest 
speakers; open to the public and 
visitors are welcome.
Contact: The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org 
First Presbyterian Church 
Time/Date: 7-7:15 p.m., social 
time; 7:30 p.m., announcements; 
7:30-8:30 p.m., program; 8:30-9 
p.m. ice cream social, Thursdays. 
Location: 200 E. Main St.. 
Northville
Details: Single Place Ministry; 
cost is $5
Contact: 248-349-0911 or visit 
www.singleplace.org for addi
tional information 
Steve's Family Restaurant 
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: Widowed men of all 
ages may attend the Widowed 
Friends Men’s breakfast. This is 
an informal "peer" group where 
men have an opportunity to

Contact: 313-534-0399 
Ward Evangelical Presbyteri
an Church
Time/Date: 11 a.m. Sunday 
Location: 40000 Six Mile, North
ville Township
Details: Single Point Ministries, 
for 30 and up, offers fellowship, 
coffee, doughnuts, conversation. 
Contact: 248-374-5920 
SONG CIRCLE 
Congregation Beth Ahm 
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m. 
every Shabbat
Location: 5075 W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat 
songs) and celebrate Kiddush 
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans
literation as well as the original

nancyellen879@att.nc 
SUPPORT
Apostolic Christian Church 
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Location: 29667 Wentworth,

Details: Adult day care program 
at the church’s Woodhaven 
Retirement Community. Funding 
available from TSA, AAA 1-C 
Older Americans Act.

Your Invitati

Contact: 734-421-8451 
St. John Neumann 

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesdays 
Location: 44800 Warren Road. 
Canton
Details: Overeaters Anonymous

» St. Thomas a' Becket

Time/Date: Weigh-in is 6:15- 
6:55 p.m.; support group meet
ing starts at 7 p.m. Thursday 
Location: 555 S. Lilley, Canton 
Details: Take Off Pounds Sen
sibly encourages members of the

keep it off for good.
Contact: Margaret at 734-838- 
0322 for additional information 
» Unity of Livonia 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday 
Location: 28660 Five Mile, 
between Middlebelt and Inkster,

Details: Overeaters Anonymous 
Contact: 248-559-7722, 
www.oa.org for additional

Time/Date: 6 p.m. dinner (op
tional); 7 p.m. worship; 8 p.m. 
small group discussion; 9 p.m. 
Solid Rock Cafe (optional coffee/ 
desserts)
Location: 40000 Six Mile, North
ville Township 
Details: Celebrate Recovery 
helps men and women find 
freedom from hurts, habits and 
hangups (addictive and com
pulsive behaviors); child care is
free.

» DetroH World Outreach 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; Room 202 
Details: Addiction No More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems, drugs, 
alcohol, overeating, gambling. 
Contact- 313-255-2222, Ext 244

Contact: Child care. 248-374- 
7400; www.celebraterecovery- 
.com and www.wardchurch.org/

THRIFT STORE
St. James Presbyterian 
Location: 25350 W. Six Mile, 
Redford
Contact: 313-534-7730 for 
additional information 
Way of Life Christian Church 
Time/Date: 2-3:30 p.m. third 
Saturday from October through

Location: 9401 General Drive, 
Lilley Executive Plaza, Suite 100,

Details: Women's fellowship is 
designed for women with a 
question to know God more in

Contact: 734-637-7618 
TOUR
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m. to noon 
first Sunday of the month 
Location: The Solanus Casey 
Center, a Capuchin ministry, at 
1780 Mount Elliott Detroit 
Details: Led by Capuchin friar 
Larry Webber, the director of 
the Solanus Casey Center, the 
tour focuses on the spirituality 
and holiness of Father Solanus, a 
humble Capuchin friar credited 
with miraculous cures and 
valued for his wise and compas
sionate counsel. He provided 
soup for the hungry, kind words 
for the troubled and a healing 
touch for the ill. No reservations 
are needed, although the center 
requests an advance phone call 
for groups of five or more. No 
cost for the tour, although 
donations are accepted. 
Contact 313-579-2100, Ext. 149; 
www.solanuscenter.org

u  313-496-4068 • oeoblU&home

Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second 
Tuesday of the month except 
January, July and August 
Location: 28301 Middlebelt 
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Western Oakland 
Parkinson Support Group 
Contact. 248-433-1011 
» Merriman Road Baptist 
Church
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 2055 Merriman, 
Garden City
Details: Metro Fibromyalgia 
support group meets; donations 
Contact: www.metrofibro- 
group.com; or call Ruthann with 
questions at 734-981-2519 
» Riverside Park Church of

Time/Date: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday 
Location: 11771 Newburgh, 
Livonia
Details: Adult Day Ministry 
offers an adult daytime care 
program with a specialty in 
dementia care. Not a drop-in

Contact: 734-367-4220 or 
734-464-0990; www.riverside- 
parkchurch.org; or email to 
rpadm@riversideparkchurch.org 
» St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday morning 
Location: 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: A weekly drop-in Food 
Cupboard (nonperishable items) 
is available

ELW ELL, JR. 
CHARLES W. "BILL"

Age 69. of Livonia, formerly o 
Northville. April 18. 2014.

tr ib u te  to
the life

&
HICKS, 

DONALD JAMES 
"DON”

Of Perry, Ml, passed away after 
a courageous battle against Mel
anoma, on Thursday, April 17, 
2014. at the age of 48. After a

Let o th e rs  k n o w ...

When you have lost a 
loved one, place your no
tice on our website and it

a directory located in 
every edition of your 

Observer or Eccentric 
newspaper.

idmg _ ^ High

irit and sense of cu-

vas an extraordinary

larly provided advice and coun
sel to their friends. His loyalty to 
friends was legendary, and he 
will be remembered for his com
passion, support and sense of hu
mor. Don is survived by his wife 
Michelle Hicks; mother Sharon 
Hicks; son Ronnie Schan; daugh
ter Heather Hicks; sister Christy 
Hicks; brother Tim Fife; step
daughters Marie Dcpoorter. 
Nicole McCubbin and Rachel 
McCubbin; and step-grandsons 
Jacob, Jonathan, Julian, and 
Carsyn. In accordance with Do
n's final wishes, his body has

at Michigan State University. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial tribu
tes may be sent to the American 
Cancer Society. A celebration of 
Don's life will be hosted by his 
family in the near future.

ST. ANNE’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Tridentine Latin Mass 
it. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8

38100 Five MUe Road 
Livonia, Ml -18164 • (734) 462-320C

ccsions Heard Prior to Each Mass 
■er of Perpetual Help Devotions

PRESBYTERIAN
(U.S.A.)

R o s e d a le  
G a r d e n s

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)

JU_ . (734)422-0494

ASSEMBLIES 
OF G O D

c 't S t li i i-c t }  f a r  
S e aso ne d  S a in ts

OPEN ARMS CHURCH
Worship:

Sunday 10:30 am ’ 
Wednesday 7 pm

LUTHERAN CHURCH EVANGELICAL
WISCONSIN SYNOD PRESBYTERIAN

Sr. Paul’s Ev. Luiheran 
Church & School

llVONU (7341761-1X0 1
|  ^ Worship Services

S U M S  S a r " "

1 wMntti^.StaSllaax, ! ^ . r r  dchu,cho'9

CHURCHES OF 
THE NAZARENE

FeUowsfiip  P resbyte rian  C hurch
Adult Sunday: 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. • Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church
16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia • South of Six Mile Road j 

Mursery provided ■ www.fellowshiD-Drcsbvterian.ora

F o r  In fo rm a tio n  reg a rd in g  th is D ir e c to r y , 

p le a se  ca ll S u e  S a re  at 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1  e x t .  2 4 7  

o r  e-m ail: ssa re@ h o m eto w n life .co m



ENTERTAINMENT=
Local choirs pay tribute to Gershwin, 
Broadway, Hollywood, the heavens

Farmington Community Chorus will perform music by Gershwin May 9-10 at Garden City High School.

By Sharon Dargay

Bid in a silent auction and 
hear a mix of contemporary 
and classical tunes Sunday, 
April 27, in Bloomfield Hills.

Celebrate the sun, moon and 
stars with celestial songs next 
weekend in Livonia.

And give a nod to Gershwin 
the week after that in Garden 
City.

Local choruses, chorales 
and choirs are wrapping up 
their seasons with annual 
spring concerts over the next 
month with a wide variety of 
music and themes.

“We do a show, not just a 
concert,” said Shelly Addison, 
manager of the Farmington 
Community Chorus. "We’ll 
have dancers from the chorus 
dance and small acts, from 
solos to quartets. We have one 
guy doing a comedic song. We 
try to put on almost like a va
riety show.”

The group of approximately 
60 singers, accompanied by 
drums, piano, saxophone, clari
net and flute, will pay tribute 
to the music of George Gersh
win at 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
May 9-10, at Garden City High 
School, located on Middlebelt 
between Ford and Warren 
roads. Tickets are $12 in ad
vance from chorus members 
and at farmingtonchorus.com; 
and $15 at the door.

The chorus will give listen
ers a taste of their upcoming 
concert from 2-2:30 at the Fes
tival of the Arts, Saturday, May 
3, at the Costick Center, 28600 
W. 11 Mile, Farmington Hills. It 
also will sing some Gershwin 
tunes during its appearance 
Aug. 28 in Heritage Park, as a 
part of the annual Stars in the 
Park summer music series.

"Everything on this show is 
a Gershwin tune,” said Ginny 
Lundquist, soprano, and a 
chorus co-founder. “We memo
rize our music, so we’re not 
holding pieces of music up 
between us and the audience.
It helps us make a connection 
with them.”

Lundquist joined the group 
when it was called the Kendal- 
larks, after the neighborhood, 
Kendallwood, where its mem
bers, “basically wives of Ford 
executives,” lived. Lundquist 
said the all-women choir added 
men to its ranks, changed its 
name and became a city parks 
and recreation-sponsored ac
tivity in 1980. She said the 
chorus is beginning to plan for 
its 35th anniversary next year.

C halleng ing  m usic
The Madrigal Chorale, 

which rehearses at Adat Sha
lom Synagogue in Farmington 
Hills, also got its start as an 
all-women choir. It  originally 
was called the Madrigal Club 
of Detroit when it was founded 
in 1914. Its members joined 
with singers from the all-male 
Orpheus Club to form the Mad

rigal Chorale of Southfield in 
1980. The new group, which 
later shortened its name, 
broadened its repertoire to 
include jazz, popular, spiritual 
and ethnic songs, in addition to 
classical music.

"We are a semi-professional 
choir. The music is challeng
ing,” said Mary Simmons, vice 
president of development.
"The year I  joined, I  got all this 
music and the first thing they 
went over was Verdi’s Requi
em. I  thought, oh, dear, what 
have I  done?”

Simmons, a Farmington 
resident, stuck it out and now 
looks forward to both rehears
als and concerts.

"It feeds my soul. I  get 
home TUesday nights (after 
practice) and I ’m physically 
exhausted, but it feels so 
good.”

Fundraiser concert

Simmons and other mem
bers of the 40-voice choir will 
sing a variety of “favorite 
songs" including Shenandoah, 
Ching-a-Ring Chaw by Aaron 
Copland and Easter Hymn by 
Pietro Mascagni, at 4 p.m. 
Sunday, April 27, at the Acad
emy of the Sacred Heart, 1250 
Kensington, Bloomfield Hills. 
The Academy of the Sacred 
Heart Upper School Concert 
Choir and Middle School for 
Girls Advanced Choir, will be 
the guest singers. Tickets are 
$18 for adults, $15 for students 
and seniors and $40 for a fam
ily of two adults and two chil
dren, 18 and under. They cost 
$2 more in all price categories 
if  purchased at the door. Buy 
them in advance at mcs- 
notes.org or by calling 248-804-

« / / .
The performance will in

clude a silent auction to raise 
money for scholarships.

Here’s a sampling of other 
local choirs with upcoming 
concerts:

» Livonia Civic Chorus: 
“Touch the Sky,” 3 p.m. Sunday, 
May 4, at Clarenceville High 
School, 20155 Middlebelt, be
tween Seven Mile and Eight 
Mile, Livonia. Tickets are $12 
for adults and $10 for seniors 
and students, available from 
chorus members, at the Livo
nia Recreation Center or by 
calling 734-542-9071. Tickets at 
the door are $15.

“We’ll sing songs about 
stars, sun, moon and wind," 
said Peggy Gaskill, president. 
Selections include Aquarius, 
Good Morning Star Shine,
When You Wish Upon a Star,
Fly Me to the Moon, It's Rain
ing Men and more.

» HarmonyTown Chorus: 
“Barbershop Showstoppers,” 
with special guest quartet, 
Bucket List, 3 p.m. Sunday,
May 4, at the Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry 
Hill Road, Canton. The show 
will include musical hits from 
Hollywood. Tickets are $16 for 
adults and $14 for youth. Call 
734-394-5460 or visit cantonvil- 
lagetheater.org.

» Plymouth Oratorio Soci
ety: 4 p.m. Sunday, May 4, First 
United Methodist Church, 
45201N. Territorial Road, Ply
mouth. The concert will consist 
of Te Deum by Antonin Dvorak 
and St. Nicolas by Benjamin 
Britton. The Michigan Sinfo- 
nietta Orchestra and organist 
Mary Ann Balduf also will 
perform. A free will offering 
will be taken. For information, 
call 734-455-8353 or visit: ply- 
mouthoratoriosociety.org.

» Cherry Hill Singers: "It's a 
Grand Night For Singing," 
includes Broadway classics, 
7:30 p.m. May 2, at The Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 
Cherry Hill Road, Canton. 
Tickets are $12. Call 888-459- 
4887 or visit beckridgech- 
orale.org.

ANIMALS
DETROIT ZOO
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. through

Wednesdays in July and August 
Location: 1-696 service drive and 
Woodward, Royal Oak 
Details: Admission is $14 for adults 
15-61, $10 for senior citizens 62 and 
older, and for children ages 2-14; chil
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars 
and vans is $5. Detroit Zoological Soci
ety members get free admission and 
parking
Senior Day: Seniors, 62 and older, and 
a caregiver admitted free from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Wednesday, April 30. Features 
live music, tractor train tours, bingo and

Greenfest: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday- 
Sunday, April 26-27, featuring earth- 
friendly crafts, endangered species and 
green scavenger hunt rock climbing 
wall, family yoga classes, animal enrich
ment exhibits by local conversation 
groups and entertainment by Joe Reilly 
and the Community Gardeners. All 
activities are free with zoo admission,

Capri Sun pouch, empty chip bag or cell 
phone for recycling or is carrying a 
refillable water bottle, will receive a 
reduced admission price of $8 
Contact: 248-541-5717

ART & CRAFTS 
JANICE CHARACH GALLERY
Time/Date: Noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 12 
through June 26
Location: Jewish Community Center of 
Metropolitan Detroit 6600 W. Maple, 
West Bloomfield
Details: The works of Avraham Loe- 
wenthal are on exhibit Loewenthal's 
paintings incorporate themes of Kabba
lah. holidays and prayer with contem-

Contact 248-432-5448

LIVONIA ARTISTS CLUB
Time/Date 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon- 
day-Friday. May 2-30 
Location: Livonia City Hall lobby, 
located on Five Mile, east of Farming-

Details: The club, which was founded 
in 1960, will hold its 54th annual Exhibit 
Contact: Yvette Goldberg at 248-476-
2313

NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
Time/Date: Gallery hours, 1-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday, through April 26 
Location: 215 W. Cady, Northville 
Details: •Detritus,' an exhibit of works

GET OUT! CALENDAR
by airbrush master Tom Thewes 
Contact: 248-344-0497; http:// 
www.northvillearts.org

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY 
ARTS COUNCIL
Time/Date:7-9 p.m. Friday. April 25 
Location: 774 N. Sheldon, Plymouth 
Details: An open life drawing event for 
artists with costumed professional 
model and an Arabian Nights theme, is 
open to all ages, although children 
under 14 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Bring your own art supplies. $10 
at the door includes refreshments 
Contact:734-416-4278 or email li- 
sa@plymoutharts.com

VILLAGE THEATER
Time/Date: Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Monday-Friday and during public 
performances; artist reception, 6-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 29 
Location: 50400 Cherry Hill Road, 
Canton
Details: Glass orbs and columns created 
by Paul Stankard and photography by 
Ron Farina, Bernie Meyers, Dave Chie- 
melewski and Dennis Krukowski; lunch 
buffet and panel discussion by the 
artists will be held at noon, Wednesday, 
April 30. Tickets are $15. available at 
cantonvillagetheater.org 
Contact: 734-394-5300

COMEDY 
EMERGENT ARTS
Time/Date: Open mic. 8 p.m. Sunday, 
April 27, following 5 p.m. "Comedy 
Dojo" class
Location: The Mix Studio Theater, 8 N. 
Washington St.. Ypsilanti 
Details: Chili Challis, national headliner 
comedian and former staff writer for 
The Tonight Show With Jay Leno, 
coaches new and experienced comics in 
the nuances of their craft during his 
Comedy Dojo. Mark Sweetman emcees 
the open mic. $5 suggested donation at 
the door. For more about the fee-based 
classes, visit ChilliChallis.com 
Contact 734-985-0875

DANCE
MUSIC HALL
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday. May 3 
Location: 350 Madison, Detroit 
Details: Moscow Festival Ballet per

ils range from $3t
$50
Contact 313-887-8501

FILM
PENN THEATRE

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday, April 24 
and May 1, Friday, April 25; and 4:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, April 
26-27
Location: 760 Penniman Ave., Ply
mouth
Details: The Lego Movie, admission $3 
Contact: 734-453-0870; www.penn- 
theatre.com

REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, April 25, and 
1 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday, April 26 
Location: 17360 Lahser, north of Grand 
River Avenue, Detroit 
Details: Three Stooges Film Festival, $6 
Contact 313-537-2560

MUSEUM
PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. Wednesday. 
Friday-Sunday, through June 8 
Location: 155 S. Main, Plymouth 
Details Vintage Runway exhibit fea-

fashions from 1820s-1970s; admission is 
$5 for adults, $2 for ages 6-17 
Contact: 734-455-8940

MUSIC
BASELINE FOLK SOCIETY
Time/Date: Open mic sign up, 6:15-6:45 
, p.m.; performances 7-9 p.m., April 26 
Location: The JWH Center for the Arts, 
Plymouth Community Arts Council, 774 
N. Sheldon, Plymouth 
Details: Open mic musicians may 
perform two songs, original or cover. 
Featured performer is “Soundcheck," 
consisting of Frieda Dickason, Carol 
Sissen, John Craven and Steve Heavrin. 
Jessica Carmichael hosts. Tickets are $5 
at the door. Annual memberships are 
$25 for individuals and include free 
admission
Contact: Scott Ludwig at BFSpresi- 
dent@aol.com for additional informa-

JAZZ@THEELKS
Time/Date. 7-10 p.m. the last Tuesday 
of the month
Location: Plymouth Elks Lodge 1780, 
41700 Ann Arbor Road. Plymouth 
Details: On April 29, Johnny Trudell 
Quartet will play jazz favorites. $10 
donation at the door includes hors

MICHIGAN PHILHARMONIC

See GET OUT, Page B7

Aaron York (left, standing), Pam Gunderson, Randall Birk, Rachel 
Kain (left, seated) and Catherine Rayes will sing songs from Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musicals. May 2-4 at St. Paul's Presbyterian 
Church, in Livonia.

Paul’s Players sing 
Rodgers and Hammerstein

Paul’s Players presents 
“Some Enchanted Evening,” 
a musical revue of songs 
from Rodgers and Ham
merstein shows, 7:30 p.m. 
May 2-3 and 2 p.m. May 4, 
at St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 27475 Five Mile, 
Livonia.

Songs w ill include Surrey 
With the Fringe on Top, A 
Grand Night for Singing, 
There Ain't Nothing Like A 
Dame, Do I  Love You, Okla
homa, Bali Hai and others.

Tickets are $12 for

adults, and $10 for seniors 
and students. To reserve 
tickets, call 248-347-4134, or 
email paul- 
splayers@gmail.com. 
Tickets will also be avail
able at the door.

Cast members are Pam 
Gunderson of Redford, and 
Randall Birk, Rachel Kain, 
Sue Krekeler, Catherine 
Rayes, and Aaron York, all 
of Livonia. Patricia Hutch- 
sion directs this perfor
mance, with Sandra Main- 
Niemisto as pianist.



Concert benefits 
Trinity House

©

Folk duo. Lac La Belle, will perform along with the Mo
tor City Troubadours, 8 p.m. Friday, May 2, at Trinity 
Church, 34500 Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets are $15, $12 for 
Trinity House Theatre subscribers. Proceeds will benefit 
Trinity House, a nonprofit venue that presents music 
and theater in Livonia, www.trinityhousetheatre.org.

Check us out on the Web every 
day at hometownlife.com

In - G ro u n d

SW IMMING POOL 
DEMOLITION

L o ra n g e r  C o m p le te  L a b o r  C o .,L L C
734-652-2272 & 734-652-2821

E x p e r ie n c e d  -  L ic e n s e d  -  In s u re d

MICHIGAN MODERNISM
E X P O

A P R IL  2 6 & 2 7
Southfield Civic Center 

Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5 • $10 with ad

jew  t t y  • furniture • fashion • art • objects

G rea t  L a k es  D erm atology

M i c h a e l  R . C o h e n , D . O
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializing in Diseases 
tv tHe Skin, Hair &  Nails 

In v ite s  y o u  to  v is i t  a n d  rece ive  
th e  ca re  y o u  d ese rve .

Skin Cancer • Eczema
Moles • Warts
Psoriasis •  Hair Loss
Acne BotOX * Much More

Accepting Netv Patients • All Ages 
Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available 

Utv/s Medical Office Centre, 39475 lewis Drive, s 
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377 l

church?
Are you angry with the 

' Church or with God?
Has Church /caching hurt nr 
confuted you? .

Do you believe lhal you have 
simply ‘‘outgrown" religion?

C A T H O L IC S  R E T U R N IN G  H O M E
A 6-week series o f  m eetings f o r  non-practicing  
Catholics who are curious about discussing the 
possibility  o f  returning to the Catholic Church.

Wednesdays, 7 -  8:30 PM 
A pril 30th through June 4th

GET OUT
Continued from Page B6

Time/Data: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
May 3
Location: Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill, 40500 Cherry Hill 
Road, Canton
Details: Performance features 
Andre Myers, composer and 
narrator; tickets are $20 for 
adults, $15 for seniors, and $5 
for youth
Contact: 734-451-2112; michi- 
ganphil.org

SCHOOLCRAR
COLLEGE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, April 
25
Location: VisTaTech Center on 
the main campus, located on 
Haggerty between Six Mile and 
Seven Mile in Livonia 
Details: Percussion Group 
Cincinnati; admission is $20 for 
adults, $10 for students 
Contact: 734-462-4403; 
www.schoolcraft.edu/music

TUESDAY MUSICALE 
OF DETROIT
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
April 25
Location: Max Fisher Music 
Center (Orchestra Hall), 3711 
Woodward, Detroit 
Details: The concert features 
Bill Baxtresser, trumpet Mark 
Watson, bass-baritone, and 
Dizhou Zhao, piano, playing 
music by Handel, Liszt Balakirev 
and a new composition by David 
DiChiera, founder and director 
of the Michigan Opera Theatre. 
Admission is $35 and includes 
and afterglow 
Contact: 313-520-8663; Tues- 
dayMusicaleofDetroit.org

TRINITY HOUSE 
THEATRE
Time/Date: Most shows start at 
8 p.m., doors open at 7:30 p.m.

The Moscow Festival Ballet will perform Giselle May 3 at Music Hall in downtown Detroit.

Location: 38840 W. Six Mile,

Details: Erin Zindle, April 25; 
Michigan Fingerstyle Guitar 
Society presents Muriel An
derson, April 26; Gurf Morlix. 
April 27; open mic, April 29; Rod 
Picott May 3; Empty Chair Night 
featuring Annie and Rod Capps, 
Joel Palmer, and Dan Hazlett, 
May 4; open mic. May 6; Bill 
Bynum and Company, May 9; 
Four Block Empire with Cold 
Tone Harvest, May 10; The Choir, 
May 11. Most shows tickets are 
$15, and $12 for subscribers. 
Only cash and checks accepted. 
Benefit concert: Features Lac 
La Belle and the Motor City 
Troubadours, 8 p.m. Friday, May 
2, at Trinity Church of Livonia, 
34500 Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets 
are $15, $12 for subscribers. 
Proceeds benefit the theater 
Contact: 734-464-6302

VIVACE MUSIC SERIES
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday,

Details: Paul Vondiziano, a 
classic guitarist, will play works 
of the Baroque era, including

the music of Bach and Ponce. 
Tickets are $23 general admis
sion, $20 for seniors and stu
dents
Contact: Joyce Cheresh at 
248-788-9338 or Ann Sipher at 
248-661-1348

THEATER
BAREFOOT
PRODUCTIONS
Time/Date: 8 p.m. April 25-26 
and May 2-3; 2 p.m. April 27 and 
May 4; afterglow follows the 
performance on April 26 
Location: 240 N. Main. Ply-

Detalls: Five Women Wearing 
the Same Dress, is a raunchy 
comedy about five reluctant 
bridesmaids at the wedding 
reception of a mutual friend. 
Each has her own reason to 
avoid the party, and they come 
together to share jokes, tears, 
and revelations. Open to age 18 
and over. Tickets on April 26 are 
$20 and include the afterglow; 
all other performances are $15 
Contact: 734-560-1493; just- 
gobarefoot.com

FARMINGTON HILLS 
YOUTH THEATRE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday, April 
25 and Saturday, May 3; 2 p.m. 
Saturday -Sunday, April 26-27 
and 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday, 
May 4
Location: Costick Center, 28600 
11 Mile, Farmington Hills 
Details. Disney Camp Rock The 
Musical features 139 cast mem
bers, ages 6-adult. The musical 
tells the story of youngsters who 
show up for another great 
summer at camp, but discover

town threatens the existence of 
their beloved Camp Rock. Tickets 
are $10; children, 3 and under,

and May 2-3; and 2 p.m. April 2 
and May 4
Location: 27555 Grantland,

Details: Peter Pan. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $8 for stu
dents and seniors 
Contact: 313-535-8962; mcy-
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We are now taking mother's day reservations

fA m ily  RostAurAnt

purchase of any 2 entrees. ;

3 2 7 7 7  W. W arre n  •  G arden City  
Just East of Venoy 

am antearestaurant.com  
734-421-1510

in  2013... voted
Best Breakfast and 

Best Family Restaurant
Taking Reservations lor Momer’s Pay

Don’t be left 
behind...Call 

7 3 4 - 5 8 2 - 8 3 6 3  
today to learn 

more about 
advertising 

in Out on the 
Town!

10% OFF 1 20% OFF
For Seniors Everyday For Senio rs (6 0  &  over) 
For Your Entire P arly  | Every Hon &  Frl. A lter 4pm

\We Can Accommodate Large Parties » Private Room Available! 
Livonia • 19333 Victor Parkway • 734-744-5555 

(Just E. of 1-275 • N. of 7 Mile)
Also in.. Bloomfield Hills • Southfield • Taylor 

www.littledaddys.com 
Mon. - Frt. Tam - 9pm • Sat & Sun, Sam - 9pm 

Livonia Only: Open Sam Dally and to 10pm Frl.H Sat

I Live, Professional Theatre Close to Home!
M M T L .......................................^

m i  N o w  P la y in g  j j j

“ O ld  L ove”
I Directed by Lynn Lammers 

| April 3 - May 4, 2014 

Starring:
Ruth Crawford*

| Thomas D. Mahard*
ben or Won’Equity Aiwcuiioo • t .  Ta

Can youfind love Montage? '

Tickets on sale now by calling 248.347.0003
^ ______www.tippingpointtheatre.com_____

361 E. Cady Street. Northville, Michigan 48167
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SWEET 'N  
SAVORY 
TERIYAKI 
KABOBS
Makes 4 Jo 6 servings 
V. pound boneless, 

skinless chicken breast 
cut into 1W- to 2-inch 
cubes 

18 medium shrimp, 
shelled and deve

y> cup olive oil 
h cup prepared mango 

chutney, chopped if

V, cup bottled teriyaki

2 tablespoons 
balsamic vinegar 

18 large bamboo or 
metal skewers (about 
12 inches long)

1 medium yellow
onion, cut into h-lnch

1 medium red onion,
cut into K-lnch wedge'

2 firm, ripe mangos, 
peeled, pitted and cut 
into large cubes

1 large green bell 
pepper, halved, 
trimmed, seeded and 
cubed 

Nonstick cooking

Place chicken and 
shrimp in shallow glass 
pan or large re-sealable 
plastic bag. For marinade, 
combine oil. chutney, 
teriyaki sauce and vine
gar in small bowl with lid. 
Pour half of marinade 
mixture over chicken and 
shrimp. Cover or seal and 
marinate in refrigerator 
at least 3 hours, prefer
ably overnight. Cover and 
refrigerate remaining 
marinade for basting.
If using bamboo 
skewers, soak in water at 
least I hour before using. 
To prepare kabobs:
Drain and discard mari
nade from meat. Thread 
chicken, yellow and red 
onion, mango, green 
pepper and shrimp al
ternately onto skewers. 
Be sure to keep enough 
room at one end of each 
skewer for a "handle." 
Coat grill grate with 
nonstick cooking spray. 
Place skewers over medi
um coals, and grill for 12 
to 15 minutes or until 
meat is done and vegeta
bles are tender. Brush 
often with reserved 
marinade and turn skew
ers until cooked through. 
If needed, use spatula to 
gently loosen skewers 
before turning as they 
may stick.
Arrange skewers on a 
platter and serve with 
Ginger Mango Dipping

Alternate prepara
tions: Omit shrimp and 
use 1 Yi pounds boneless, 
skinless chicken breast, 
cutting into 36 cubes and 
using 2 per skewer. In
stead of grilling, place 
kabobs in broiler pan 
coated with nonstick 
cooking spray and broil 3 
inches from heat about 
10 to 15 minutes or until 
done, basting and turn
ing as needed.

M A K E  D IN N E R  S IZ Z L E  
W IT H  G R ILLE D  K A B O B S

Kabobs are a simple way to enjoy many of 
your favorite fresh flavors in a single meal.
With their easy preparation and quick cooking 
time, kabobs make a perfect weeknight meal 
when served over rice along with a crisp salad.

The potential combinations of meat, vegeta
bles and fruit on a kabob are nearly endless. 
Spring/summer varieties of onions are espe
cially well-suited for kabobs. Their flavor 
ranges from sweet and mild to slightly pun
gent. Easily identifiable by their tissue thin 
skin, spring/summer onions are higher in water 
content, which gives them a tender crisp tex
ture when grilled.

K itchen tips
For the best results, follow these tips from 

the National Onion Association:
1. Chill onions at least 30 minutes before 

cutting, and use a sharp knife to reduce tear
ing.

2. Soak onions in ice water overnight to dam
pen their flavor, yet keep their crisp, juicy 
texture.

3. Cut onions can be refrigerated up to 7 
days in sealed containers.

Before you begin experimenting with kabob 
combinations of your own, try this deliciously 
simple recipe, which melds chicken and 
shrimp with two colors of onion, bell pepper 
and mango for a sweet and savory main dish. 
Remember to cut ingredients into uniform 
pieces and leave space between each piece to 
ensure your kabobs cook evenly and thorough
ly-

Add a tasty side salad and dessert for a com
plete meal.

Find additional recipes at www.onions- 
usa.org.

Courtesy of Family Features

GINGER MANGO DIPPING SAUCE
Makes about 1 cup

(about 1 cup) 

icon ground ginger)
Combine ingredients in electric blender and puree until smooth.

1 mango, halved, pitted and scooped o 
Y. cup frozen orange juice concentrate
2 teaspoons grated fresh ginger root (i

AVOCADO CITRUS SALAD WITH MARINATED ONION

nated Onions (recipe belov

K cup olive oil
V4 cup rice vinegar or white wine vinegar 
1 tablespoon honey 
1 avocado, halved, pitted and skin 

removed
1 grapefruit, peeled and sliced, seeds 

removed
Endive and/or small romalne lettuce

Marinated Onions: Peel and thinly slice 1 
medium red onion. Combine /< cup rice 
vinegar, /■ cup honey, and 'A cup water in jar 
with tight lid; shake until well blended. Add 
onions to the jar. Shake jar to coat onions in 
liquid, then refrigerate overnight or for at 
least 6 hours. If necessary, shake the jar 2-3 
times during the 6 hours to be sure the 
onions marinade evenly.
Grate 2 teaspoons of orange peel. Combine orange peel, oil, vinegar, and 
honey in a small jar with a lid. Pare and slice oranges; remove seeds. Slice avoca
do.
For each serving, arrange endive and/or romaine leaves in a spoke-fashion on 
individual plates. Portion oranges, avocado and grapefruit pieces onto the center 
spokes of endive and/or romaine. Lift Marinated Onions from liquid with a fork 
and transfer to the top of each salad. Drizzle with dressing before serving.

A N N U A L  FAVORITE

MAKE A SPRING 
EGG CHEESE

I  crave egg cheese once a year.
That's as much as my heart and arteries will allow 

— just once annually. Made with two dozen eggs and 
whole milk, it’s one of my family’s favorite spring
time traditions. It  has its roots in Eastern Europe and 
is a “must make” at or just after Easter.

The recipe, passed down from grandmother to 
mother to daughters, makes enough for two cheese 
balls, which last at least a week when sliced thin and 
paired with beets or beet relish.

I f  you want to give it a try you'll need a pot, strain
er, cheesecloth, string, double boiler or a pan deep 
enough to hold an inch of water along with the cook
ing pot. Ingredients consist of the eggs, whole milk 
and a little butter.

Follow the photos for step-by-step directions.
If  you have a favorite food or family specialty 

that you’d like to share with readers, send a list of 
ingredients and directions and a few photos that 
show the progression of the recipe to sdar- 
gay@hometownlife.com. Make sure the photos are in 
jpg form attached to the email. Include your phone 
number or email address.

Beat 24 eggs and combine 
with 1 Vi quarts of whole 
milk. Place in a pot over a 
pan containing 
approximately one inch of 
water on medium heat. Stir 
constantly, scraping the 
bottom of the pot 
occasionally.

Cut several pieces of 
cheesecloth and place over 
a strainer, making sure the 
ends of the cloth extend 
beyond the strainer. Place 
the strainer over a bowl or 
large plate. When the liquid 
mixture has congealed into 
the consistency of loose 
scrambled egg, spoon it 
into the cloth. Excess liquid 
will pass through the cloth 
into the dish or bowl 
below.

Pull the ends of the 
cheesecloth together, 
allowing the congealed 
mixture to form a ball. 
Wear clean, heavy rubber 
gloves to squeeze excess 
liquid from the hot cheese 
ball. Tie the ends of the 
cloth together with string.

Hang the cheese ball over a 
bowl to catch excess liquid. 
Cut it down when dry — or 
after it has hung overnight. 
Remove the cheesecloth. 
Rub butter or margarine 
over the cheese. Place in an 
ovenproof pan and place in 
a 325-350 oven for 10 
minutes. Cool. Slice. Goes 
well w ith beets or beet 
relish. Store in the 
refrigerator.
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Realtors are pleased with solid sales in 2014. getty images/istockphoto

ECONOMIST: HOME 
SALES STEADY FOR 2 0 1 4

Existing-home sales are expected to 
retain the healthy gains seen this year, 
while prices will stay on an uptrend in 
2014, according to a forecast presenta
tion at a residential forum during the
2013 Realtors Conference & Expo.

Lawrence Yun, chief economist of
the National Association of Realtors, 
said existing-home sales have shown a 
20 percent cumulative increase over 
the past two years, while prices have 
gained 18 percent, but incomes have 
risen only 2 to 4 percent in the same 
timeframe.

“We've come off of record high 
housing affordability conditions in the 
past year, and are now at a five-year 
low, but conditions are still the fifth 
best in the past 40 years," Yun said. 
“While the median-income family in 
many areas will still be well positioned 
to buy a home in 2014, income is barely 
budging given growth in consumer 
prices."

Yun said the other headwinds mov
ing forward include limited inventory 
conditions in many areas and mortgage 
lending standards that are still unnec
essarily stringent. “Although home 
sales have recovered over the past two 
years, mortgage purchase applications 
have been flat for the past four years, 
even with rising sales," he said.

With higher mortgage interest rates, 
he expects refinancings to collapse in
2014 to the lowest level in at least 15 
years, and hopes purchase applications 
will begin to rise. “This is an incentive 
for banks to increase mortgage orig
ination, especially considering the low 
default rates in recent years. But even 
with cheap mortgages for the past four 
years, all-cash buyers stayed high, 
accounting for over 30 percent of 
sales," Yun noted.

Beyond bank motivation, Yun said 
Washington policies for mortgage lend
ing have been too restrictive. He cited 
rising fees for Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, higher Federal Housing Admini
stration premiums, as well as Dodd- 
Frank banking regulations, which have 
been strangling community banks. In 
addition, Yun said banks are holding 
onto funds for potential Department of 
Justice lawsuits, rather than making

“H o us ing  s ta rts  a re  the  
o n ly  w ay to  a lle v ia te  
in v e n to ry  shortages. 
H o us ing  s ta rts  need to 
r is e  50  p e rc e n t to  m eet 
u n d e r ly in g  dem and.”
LAWRENCE YUN
chief economist of the 
National Association of Realtors

them available to mortgage borrowers.
He said job creation, and hopefully a 

relaxation in stringent lending stan
dards, will offset higher mortgage 
interest rates. Existing-home sales this 
year are forecast to rise 10 percent to 
nearly 5.13 million, but should hold 
fairly even at about 5.12 million in 2014.

Limited supplies were the biggest 
factor in price performance in the past 
year, with inventory bouncing around 
13-year lows, and seriously delinquent 
mortgages have been trending steadily 
down. The national median existing- 
home price for all of 2013 was up just 
over 11 percent, to about $197,000; then 
increase nearly 6 percent this year.

Yun expects the inventory shortages 
to be felt again this spring. “Housing 
starts are the only way to alleviate 
inventory shortages,” he said. “Hous
ing starts need to rise 50 percent to 
meet underlying demand."

Housing starts are forecast to hit
917.000 this year and reach 1.13 million 
in 2014, which is still well below the 
underlying demand of about 1.5 million. 
New-home sales were forecasted to 
total 429,000 in 2013, and grow to
508.000 this year.

Inflationary pressure may begin to 
build during the course of 2014, with 
consumer prices projected to rise 2.7 
percent, but Yun said inflation could 
reach 4 to 6 percent in 2015. Mortgage 
interest rates are expected to trend 
upward and reach 5.4 by the end of 
next year.

Yun projected growth in Gross Do
mestic Product to be 1.7 percent in 2013 
and 2.5 percent in 2014. “If  not for the 
housing recovery, we could be on the

verge of a recession," Yun noted. "The 
rent component of inflation is rising, so 
the only way to tame price growth is 
new home inventory.”

Since the economic downturn, 8.8 
million jobs were lost, but only seven 
million have been regained. “We need 
another six to eight million jobs to get 
back to normal," Yun said. The states 
with the fastest job growth are North 
Dakota, Utah, Idaho, Texas, Colorado, 
Minnesota, Georgia, Washington, Ari
zona and New Jersey. The unemploy
ment rate is projected to decline to 
about 6.7 percent around the end of 
2014.

Based on the forecast, the top 10 
markets to watch for a housing turn
around in 2014 are Salt Lake City; Na
ples, Fla.; Thmpa, Fla.; Atlanta; Boise, 
Idaho; Houston; Charlotte, N.C.; Den
ver; Seattle; and TUcson, Ariz.

Also speaking was John Krainer, 
senior economist at the Federal Re
serve Bank of San Francisco, who said 
near-term economic momentum is 
weakening, but improvement in growth 
is expected going forward. "Inflation 
has been subdued, and is expected to 
remain below the Fed's 2 percent tar
get over the next few years," he said. 
“Despite improvement in the labor 
market, the unemployment rate re
mains elevated but will be falling slow
ly."

Krainer notes improved household 
net worth, aided by rising home values, 
is supporting consumption spending, 
but home sales and inventories are not 
growing as expected. "New-home sales 
are significantly underperforming, and 
have been bouncing around World War 
I I  lows,” he said.

“There is a big disconnect between 
rising home prices and inventory slow
ing down," Krainer said. Normally, 
higher levels of new construction 
would be expected in a rising sales 
environment.

Krainer notes there is a relationship 
between the share of underwater mort
gages and the number of homes for 
sale. “In markets where we saw a high 
percentage of underwater home own
ers, we also saw lower inventory lev
els.”

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-OAKLAND COUNTY
These are the area residential real 
estate closings recorded the week 
of Dec. 2-6, 2013, at the Oakland 
County Register of Deeds office. 
Listed below are cities, addresses, 
and sales prices.
BEVERLY HILLS
16244 Buckingham Ave $273,000
31220 Churchill Dr $273,000
BIRMINGHAM 
1584 Ashford Ln 
2822 Dorchester Rd 
1061 Forest Ave 
1313 Latham St 
185 Northlawn Blvd 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
5363 Brookdale Rd 
726 E Fox Hills Dr 
2489 Hickory Glen Dr 
1750 Woodward Ave 
#27
BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP
523 Newburne Pointe $400,000
5481 Provincial Dr $395,000
1844 Rockledge Ln $60,000

$519,000
$170,000
$375,000
$395,000
$938,000

$650,000
$93,000

$345,000
$142,000

1114STimberviewTrl 
1930 W Square Lake Rd 
5167 Woodlands Ln 
COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 
6075 Birchcrest Ln 
3895 Ranya Dr 
5338 S River Dr 
954 Sherbrooke St 
FARMINGTON 
32231 Valley View Cir 
FARMINGTON HILLS 
28649 Balmoral Way 
25838 Branchaster Rd 
25260 Carollton Dr 
38633 Darbyshire 
37874 Glengrove Dr 
21503 Hancock St 
30657 Ramblewood 
Club Dr
32153 Red Clover Ct 
28309 Ridgebrook Rd 
27673 5 Bridle Hills Dr 
30733 Shiawassee Rd #

$194,000
$245,000
$292,000

$60,000
$258,000
$180,000
$250,000

$315,000
$128,000
$168,000

$195,000
$194,000
$195,000
$33,000

28418 W Eight Mile Rd 
Unit A3
22151 W Brandon St 
27682 Westcott 
Crescent Cir 
21623 Whittington St 
30126 Woodbrook Ct 
FRANKLIN 
27310 Wellington Rd 
LATHRUP VILLAGE 
17381 Wiltshire Blvd 
NORTHVILLE 
44121 Galway Dr 
37847 W Greenwood Dr 
NOVI
45549 Bristol Cir 
23780 E Le Bost 
45498 Emerald Forest Dr 
25986 Glenmoor 
41700 Kirkwood Dr 
25827 Strath Haven Dr 
41457 Twain PI 
SOUTH LYON 
57298 Hidden Timbers

$130,000 1014 Paddock Di

$625,000

$123,000

$425,000
$175,000
$230,000
$375,000

$419,000

$198,000

1137 Paddock Dr 
24681 Padstone Dr 
789 Pepper Dr 
61850W Eight Mile Rd 
24630 Wedgewood Dr 
SOUTHFIELD 
21539 Avon Ln 
30275 Balewood St 
28232 Bell Rd 
18179 Cornell Rd 
25583 Farmbrook Rd 
21763 Hidden Rivers Dr 
N
19623 Middlesex Ave 
20446 Midway Ave 
21235 Midway Ave 
20130 N Greenway St 
28426 Pierce St 
29821 Rambling Rd 
19310 Red Maple Ct 
25487 Saint James 
5000 Town Ctr# 3202 
21300 Wallace Dr 
WHITE LAKE 
955 Mallock St

$43,000
$103,000
$140,000
$114,000
$155,000
$41,000

$172,000
$40,000
$29,000
$70,000
$72,000

$115,000
$165,000
$100,000
$105,000
$63,000

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY
These are the area residential real
estate closings recorded the week 
of Dec. 23, 2013, to Jan. 3, 2014, 
at the Wayne County Register of 
Deeds office. Listed below are 
cities, addresses, and sales prices. 
CANTON 
45836 Bartlett Dr 
854 Bristol Ct 
4004 Cornerstone Dr

14 Danbury Rd $280,000 36027 Hees St
51210 Federal Blvd 
8367 Orhan St 
3683 Parklawn Dr 
47777 Red Run Dr 
1714 Steeplechase Rd 
GARDEN CITY 
33440 Donnelly St 

$225,000 28536 Leona St
$295,000 LIVONIA 
$122,000 28142 Elmira St

$85,000 14417 Knolson St
$135,000 8863 Louise St
$156,000 35823 Parkdale St
$330,000 15424 Sunset St
$84,000 19401 Victor Pkwy

NORTHVILLE 
$65,000 39528 Village Run Dr
$75,000 PLYMOUTH

46805 Bettyhill 
$100,000 14860 Farmbrook Dr

32,000 REDFORD
$160,000
$135,000
$146,000
$148,000
$10,200

$281,000

i Gaylord 
25520 Graham Rd 
15512 Macarthur 
14124 Seminole 
WESTLAND 
38259 5 Jean Ct 
38036 Sherwood St

$60,000
$57,000
$50,000
$28,000

Cuba: 
Interesting 

land, some old 
ways remain
Q; We are th ink ing  about vis iting 

Cuba th rough a cultural exchange; 
can we buy real estate there?

A: As best I  can tell from talking to 
Cubans on my visit, you must be a 
resident or have close relatives such 
as a wife or parents or have business 
with the government to own real 
estate. Surprisingly many of the 
apartments in Havana are owned by 
their inhabitants and over the last 
two years, the government has al
lowed them to sell
them. Nor do they '.}MI
pay any taxes at this m f  „. V
time but the govern- TR
ment is looking into m . b j y ]
implementing it for i n i  .M .I
the first time. The 
housing in downtown r> h ri
Havana is extremely „  ,
overcrowded, but in Meisner 
the Miramar region, 
where Castro pur
portedly lives, there are upscale 
private homes formerly owned by 
upper crust families before the revo
lution in 1959, but don't count on in
vesting there for the foreseeable 
future.

Q: I have heard about cultural 
exchanges between the United 
States and Cuba where you are 
able, as U.S. citizens, to  learn more 
about the country and its neigh
borhoods. Do you have any experi
ence or knowledge about that?

A: Yes, I  recently went on an edu
cational-cultural exchange which is 
allowed by the U.S. government un
der certain circumstances. Because 
of the shortage of raw materials and 
almost everything else, because of 
the embargo, etc., Cuba must be cre
ative and innovative in not only fix
ing its old U.S. cars, but building and 
refurbishing homes and apartments.
I  visited a neighborhood where a 
famous artist not only artistically 
decorated his own house, but much of 
the neighborhood in graphic and 
colorful designs, similar to what we 
have seen by an artist in Detroit at
tempting to cover up blight. Many of 
the homes that were formerly owned 
by rich Cubans before the revolution 
are now embassies and government 
offices which are well maintained on 
beautiful boulevards; yet much of the 
exterior of many of the homes and 
buildings remains unpainted. It  was 
an interesting visit.

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and the 
author of " Condo Living 2: An Authoritative 
Guide to Buying. Selling and Operating a 
Condominium." It is available for $24.95, plus 
$5.55 for tax, shipping and handling. " Condo 
Living 2" is available in both print and e-book 
editions. The e-book is available for download 
through iTunes, Amazon.com, and 
bamesandnoble.com. He is also the author of 
" Condominium Operation: Getting Started & 
Staying on the Right Track, ’  second edition. It 
is available for $9.95, plus $2.20 for tax 
shipping and handling. Call 248-644-4433 or 
visit bmeisner@meisner-law.com. This column 
shouldn't be construed as legal advice.

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS
Short sales

If  you owe more than what your 
house is worth, you may be interest
ed in a free informational seminar 
on short sale procedures.

Bonnie David, broker/owner of 
Quantum Real Estate, is the present
er. It will be 6-7 p.m. each Thursday 
at 129 N. Lafayette, downtown South 
Lyon.

Please call the office at 248-782- 
7130 or email june.quan- 
tum@gmail.com for your reservation 
or additional information.

Investors
The Real Estate Investors Associ

ation of Wayne will have an open 
forum. Investors will answer ques
tions and offer a market update. 
Meetings are at 6-9 p.m. the third 
Thesday of each month at the Red 
Lobster on Eureka in Southgate.

Members are free, guests $20, 
which will be applied to their mem
bership. The Red Lobster is next to 
7-11, near TVenton Road.

Any questions or concerns, call 
Bill Beddoes at 734-934-9091 or 
Wayde Koehler at 313-819-0919. 

S em inar each Tuesday, 
Thursday

A free seminar on government- 
insured reverse mortgages is of
fered by Colonial Mortgage Corp. at 
6:30 p.m. each Hiesday and at 2 p.m. 
each Thursday at various locations.

RSVP with Colonial Mortgage at 
800-260-5484.

Free forec losure tours
Free foreclosure tours are 1 p.m. 

every other Sunday. Meeting place is 
Panera Bread on the southeast cor
ner of Middlebelt and 1-96.

Email Georgia@addedvaluereal- 
ty.com or visit FreeForeclosureTour- 
.com.
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specrfic payment

calculation S most current rates available Fndays alter 200 P.M at wvnv.rmcreportco 

ts l  All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

©2014 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc.. All Rights Reserved

AVIS FORDI

[248)355-7500

O&E Media 
Classifieds



Job UlM 734-728-4201, 04
DIRECT CARE STAFF

ROOFERS
Commercial / Industrial

S330 Commerce Or

ROUTE DRIVERS

oraWral̂

AAA SERVICE NETWORK
Accepting Applications
Call 810-734-4861

Software Engineer

MEWSPAPEF

w  w

Dynamics (CSOi anansa tor m

ts, post-evatualion onalysi

•TREE TRIMMING 
• GROUND PERSONNEL 
•SPRAV APPLICATORS

Beneats ayailalile.
Call Mountain Top Tree 

248-349-1870

f HekWmM-
1 Otfo Clerical

LEGAL SECRETARY

800-579-7355

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Compcbnve vraoa one r

lhtuiliLM2J_('i'«i|

Call Joint 248-471-4910
MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Experience Prelerret 
FUl-Tlme, Eic Salari 

For West OUxnlieMAIIe

MEDICAL
ASSISTANT
CERTTREO
Full-Time

ASSISTANT

800-579-SELL

O &E M edia is looking for 

A dvertising A ccount Executives 

for South Lyon T erritory.

Come Join 
our Team!

If you believe in  exceptional 

customer service for your 

clients an d  working in  a  team 

environment then O&E M edia 

is the right fit for you.

I f you have a proven sales 

TRACK RECORD, OUTSTANDING 

COMPUTER AND COMMUNICATION 

SKILLS AND EMBRACE THE DIGITAL 

WORLD THEN WE WANT YOU.

We offer base salary plus

COMMISSION, FAST PACED, 

STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT AND 

CAREER GROWTH WITHIN OUR 

NATIONWIDE ORGANIZATION.

IF THIS FITS YOU,

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: 

GPERRY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM.

Subject l in e : 

Account Executive

We c a n 't  w a it  f o r  
you  to  jo in  o u r  team !

O b s e rv e r  &  E c c e n tr ic  
 -  M EDIA

Call today!
8 0 0 5 7 9 7 3 5 5

hom8townllle.com

0 & E
OBSEKVtH&FxrCTlUC

POUCY 
AJ advertising puMlhed 

in rtw Newspaper Is

advertiser's order.

vril be credited.

knowm̂y accept any

housing opportunity bears. 
(PR Doc, 724863 3-31-72).

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Statement 
We are pledged to the 

potcy lor the achievement 
ol equal housing

are subject to the ap-

cancel any ad at any time. 

Observers Eccentric Me-'

nt. No refunds lor early

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

IESS DEVELOP- S1,000 WEEKLY PAY 
MANAGER GUARANTEE- SSWSp!

IBoseHAOw Sant Marage- On Boms Wea#/home tme 
mev] IW652BR - Boomfekl DeOcaled nf tor Ctsss A 
ms. Ml Bose Corporation rm COL dmm fving in Mch&n 
hmg a poston ret utbessn HtsataOi 68847-10729 
engnertng 8 account execute mw dme4lmlcomlKKHI 
tjetirgrord r muon ATTN: drivers! S$S Top
—mntnssamicrPori- Fty $$$ Be a tame. Not i 

mtectaotoges;Uentfies tanner. OtttyHorreTmt 
tusress oppotMies; se/t- BC8S * 401k + Pet& thder 

neregrg & txgrty motetM. Orientation Sign Q) Boms COL- 
•—' 101020% /Monts A Beq 877-258-87B2 (MOt)

7lam tOn<s nre central and 
anomote rocny. S.jts ot southern Michigan
fUSreBS Otw'rxnent. Bt> n EXPERIENCED COL A 
trr/nrarg AeOrtOI Fame drivers WANTED! 51600 

SCN ON S60K S70KAnru*t 
areas EOeiMOt Daiated Customer, Home 
ens NX ap- HfeaLV. ad Excelent Beretrs

PLICATION ENGINEER Q»888-409-6033 ontce
>1702288. Boson. UA Ban wmOmjTCcomtMCH)

1 CADAai'OXcs CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!
IngneerrtnstrngtMsHSe-tatoSS.OOOSgn-onBorvsS I ntas W tee sno aanKtatai. cfu oafaiaj m  Qip |
Jon a/Framghan.MA teem î eat uies 8 Toe 011! Berelits,. 

 w.4.s.w—__ eotKUE Ct7(B&to*

lantrtal to Termiel Canada drug center 
ceatngsi Tip ansistent nttes 8 Is )tu choice tor sate ad 
ansetent money. Forward Ar attarHOe merkaSons CM 
888652-5611 Bcensed Canadian malatJa
dmetatam IMICHI pharmacy vrdprtnde you with
OWNER OPERATORSlii smqs ot up to 75 percent at 
Cargo Van. Staight Trucks aly<M maaMn needs Cal 
TractapcsttrsarataUe Oral today t-800-259-4t50la 
tnleage rates + FSC Lease StOOOotlycutistptescrpXinl
Panose Program tr Straight ardtreeshtphg MCH)
Trucks Orty $1.000Onm No sawmills tom ony 
Craft Chech SSQmtteed $489700 MAKE 8 SAVE 
trcenteSS 877878-9911 MONEY wth yon wm bsndnd- 
mw.TST9tt.com[MCH] CutMrderarr/dmereJcn In 

’.reedy to slip FREE In/cY 
ntHvMYHtwJSmma'

11-800-578-1363
*■ Ext 300N [MCH)MEDICAL BILLING 1 

EES NEEDED) HetoOCSB
s e w  no experience I I' I II M
NEEDED1 Cane men) at SC pioneer POLE Bui
Tan gets iw.-X read,'US ings- Free Estmiti
OpMnaiGEDBPOtntemel and hsued-2x6 Trusses 
needed! I-877-253-6495 'ferWaraVyGMnrx

Steel-19Cctors-Sdce 1976-01 
oiKkhgan-CahTâ y t-800-

79. (MCH)
and conrtute to the creation
andmanteranceotatong-term 666-950-4382 
strategic vision tameaencni BadonTmcMigcomtMCtg 
ayneerrg^pny- or1vers-midwest re-

v 8 2-3 times doing the leeld

Advertise ycu 
produst a reau/t an applcant It 
mrethan MMdtginneiYS- 
papersl Orly S2997nef* Cal 
tod paper or800-227-7636 
wmcnax̂ com[MCH]

Challenaina fun for ALL ages

PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS

1 Cry of 
discovery 

4 Produced 
offspring 

8 Not hot
12 Rapper — Kim
13 Space lead-in
14 Clay pot
15 Insect mishap 
^  £2 wds.)

component
18 Motion picture
19 Wacky
20 Early cameras
23 Groundhog mo.
24 "May it not

25 Kind of bean
29 Whaml
30 Composed,

32 Not their
33 Tofu source
35 Chum up
36 Freddy 

Krueger’s

37 Exactly like 
this (2 wds.)

39 "Blume in

42 Vanna’s boss,

43 Proceed 
laboriously

44 Salsa 
ingredient

48 French friar

50 Loud argument
51 Police bust
52 Smooch
53 Dazzle

DOWN

1 White 
vestment

2 Dash off
3 Pub pint
4 Dyeing method
5 Harness parts
6 Osprey km
7 Three — Night
8 Thumbless 

monkeys

A nsw er to  P revious Puzzle

L A P  s
A  L I

C O M B
A N T

t s i i i i n  Q u i l l  
Q Q D IQ IS l  DlIE S U Q D ID Q

E A G O B E
P R I V A N

E R O
N A W

9 Mock buffer
10 Viking name
11 — Jane Grey 
16 Read hastily 
19 It may be

spliced

20 Sennett zanies
21 Melville title
2 2  eyed

(naive)
23 No-no for 

Jack Sprat
25 From,

In Hamburg
26 Booty
27 San — Obispo
28 Woody's son
30 Feeling good
31 Meadow

34 Like many 
moccasins

35 Host’s request
37 Firms up
38 Caspian Sea

39 Marina sight
40 Corsica 

neighbor
41 Mongolian 

desert
42 Haleakala's

44 NYC airport
45 Historical

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

S U D O K L A
8 7

6 7

8 9 2 3

2 3

9

4 2 1

1 3 5

6 8 1 2 4

7 5 9

L ike puzzles? 
Then you 'll love 
sudoku. This 
m ind-bending 
puzzle w ill have 
you hooked from 
the m om ent you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
s a w y  to  the  testl

>1: Intermediate
H ere's How It W orks:
Sudoku puzzles are form atted as a  9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num bers 1 th rough 9 m ust fill each 
row, colum n and box. Each num ber can appear on ly once in each row, 
colum n and box. You can figure ou t the order in w hich the  num bers w ill 
appear by using the num eric c lues a lready provided in the boxes. The 
m ore num bers you nam e, the e asier it gets to  solve the  puzzle!

BEAUTY WORD SEARCH ACUPUNCTURE
ALLERGIC

E X K G P N A T U R A L H T X D Z P D I
I R O L D B R O N Z E R L H E O L A N P
N S U P A I E O Y U Z C E R A M I D E S

BLACKHEADS
BODY
BOTANICAL

E P E F C H G T T S B A A N Z E S K A F
P E O P Z N Y G H H T E O E S B L H L Y
T T E Y I D U E C O G N A A N M A A L l
I I X R O L T P L O C I L U R Z R I O G

CELLULITE
CERAMIOES
CHEMICALS
C0EN2YME
COLLAGEN
COMBINATION

D L F B E I A O U O M P L O T A E R C A
E U O D C N G T H C A B O H G Y N S F L
S L L S M I O E I T A P I R G B I T K L

COSMETICS
DERMATITIS
DERMATOLOGIST
DIMETHICCNE

U L I X S N D T K O F R S N E I M Y P E
S E A T T O N X G F N H H F A S H L B R
S C T K G E H Y Z N E O C Z O T X E O G
O N E E E E N O C I H T E M I D I N L I

EPILATION
EXFOLIATE
GLYCERIN
HAIRSTYLE
HIGHLIGHTS

M E N Y N A H U M E C T A N T S M O Z C
S I K F C S I C H E M I C A L S P X N R
C K C R A D L A C I N A T O B H I Z X Y
C B L A C K H E A D S M E D I C A L C H

LASER
MEDICAL
MINERALS
NATURAL
NONCOMEOOGENIC

Find !h« words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.
PORES
SPA



SpringO
Cl
X

f iO LU

The Spring Expo 
is for Active Adults 
on the GO!
Learn to live healthy, 
make wise financial 
decisions and 
enhance your life to 
make it the best ever.

k .

ENTER w a  
chance TOW **

Christmas in luW
Cover Contest

C o m e d r e s s e d in V O U ^ a n ie s t,

m ° S t? o " « t o e n ? e r. P h ° t «
Christmas o u t t i t  o n

W iU b e ^ l b e ? r a t u « d c n t h a

W in cnoevre T o f t b e O & E ^ d , a

Christmas in  Ju ly  
p u b l ic a t io n  a n d  re ce iv

$100 g i f t  card.

cathftr's Day Promotion
B r in g  y o u r  d a d  t o  e n te r  t o  w in  a

O b s e rv e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  
M E D IA

When you are 
prepared you can live

Life in Go!
Tuesday, 
April 29, 2014 
2 p.m. -  7 p.m
Schoolcraft College 
VisTaTech Center 
18600 Haggerty Road 
Livonia, Ml 48152

Pre Event Fun 1:00 -  1:45 p.m.
Play a fun version of Family Feud and win great prizes 

**  First 100 people win passes for a movie and pizza!

During the Spring Expo 2 p.m. -  7 p.m.
^  50+ Exhibitors
^  19 Diverse Workshops & Demonstrations 

Free Photos taken at photo booth 
jp. Entertaining version of 

"Win It In a Minute Show" 
by Entertainment Network 
Prizes 

y Refreshments
Free Admissions and Parking

For add itiona l in fo including workshops & dem onstrations times and 
topics, go  to  hom etownlife.com/2014SpringExpo or call 313-222-2414.

Entertainment Sponsors:
St. M ary M ercy H ospital Livonia and Humana 

Food Sponsors:
SMART and Twisted Rooster

*  GANNETT COMPANY

Schoolcraft
College Jslalech

C E N T E R


