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Canton, Plymouth Dems roll out forum
Democratic clubs in Canton 

and Plymouth are ratcheting 
up efforts to strengthen sup­
port fo r their political party's 
views on education, women’s 
issues, the labor movement, 
voting rights and LGBT — 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender — community.

“ We can be more effective 
as a movement i f  we all work 
together rather than separat­
ing into our own little  cate­
gories," said Sommer Foster, 
field organizer fo r Equality 
Michigan and vice president of 

  r-i,,h

Plymouth clubs have organized 
an issues forum, Intersections 
in Progressive Politics, set for 
7 p.m. this Wednesday, March 
19, in the Canton Administra­
tion Building, 1150 S. Canton 
Center. I t ’s free and open to the 
public.

Foster and Mary Maguire, 
Plymouth Democratic Club 
president, announced the fo­
rum amid the closing days o f a 
tria l inside a Detroit federal 
courtroom to decide whether 
Michigan’s ban on same-sex 
marriage should be struck 
down or upheld.

Maguire said the Canton 
forum could begin to organize 
local residents who support 
what the Democratic clubs hail

i progressive politics that c 
lead to a more inclusive, rather 
than divisive, community.

“ I think the more we can 
educate people, the better,” 
Maguire said.

Foster said the forum is 
expected to include the follow­
ing panel members:

» Karla Swift, president of 
the Michigan AFL-CIO.

» David Hecker, president 
of the American Federation of 
Teachers o f Michigan.

» Emily Dievendorf, exec­
utive director o f Equality 
Michigan.

» Lindsay Maas, field orga­
nizer for Planned Parenthood

See FORUM. Page AS
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Olympic ice dancing gold medalists Meryl Davis (left) and Charlie White get together with Kellogg's emcee Mike Lemelle to take the 
world’s largest selfie with hundreds of students at Salem High School Friday.
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Plymouth-Canton students welcome 
Sochi Olympic champions

Plymouth-Canton boasts 
what coach Barb M ille r says 
is the largest high school 
figure skating club in the 
country.

And the PCS Figure Skat­
ing Club showed up in force 
Friday to have breakfast 
w ith Olympic ice dancing 
gold medalists Charlie 
White and M eryl Davis. The 
group, along w ith hundreds 
o f other students, sta ff and 
fans welcomed the champi­

ons, who tra in at nearby 
A rctic Edge Ice Arena in 
Canton, at an interactive 
assembly at Salem High 
School.

Figure skater Audrey 
Reding, a senior at Salem, 
was predictably excited to 
have the chance to see 
White and Davis.

"They're huge role mod­
els," said Reding, who trains 
at Compuware Arena in 
Plymouth Tbwnship. 
“ They’ve done everything.

See GOLD, Page A6

Canton bartender Hool 
garners world title

Andy "Bro" Hool hoists the championship trophy — a giant propeller-  
after winning the TGI Fridays World Bartending Championship in Dallas onship o f bartending at the

Staff Writer

Andy Hool knows the old 
adage, "Practice makes per­
fect.”

And he may have proven it 
last week when he claimed the 
TGI Fridays World Champi-

restaurant chain's world ct

petition in Dallas.
Hool, who has been chasing 

the prize fo r a few years now, 
fina lly claimed it.

“ A  lot o f hard work and 
determination fina lly paid off," 
said Hool, known by the pro­
fessional name of Andy Bro.
“ I t  was amazing."

See HOOL Page AS

Canton 
chamber 
auction 
borrows 

Irish theme
Staff Writer

As luck would have it, 
Canton’s business communi­
ty  w ill pop the cork on its 
biggest bash o f the year just 
two days before St. Patrick’s 
Day.

Borrowing the Irish holi­
day’s theme, the Canton 
Chamber o f Commerce 
announced its Luck o f the 
Chamber party, expected to 
draw more than 300 people 
to the organization’s biggest 
annual fundraiser.

"The auction is on St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend," 
chamber President Thomas 
Paden said, “ so we're just 
piggybacking o ff that 
theme."

The chamber outing 
happens 6:30-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 15, inside 
Livonia’s Burton Manor, 
where organizers plan to 
auction or ra ffle  o f f more 
than 200 prizes.

Some attendees, lucky as 
a four-leaf clover, w ill leave 
with iPads, Detroit Tigers 
tickets, jewelry, laptops, a 
tr ip  to Cabo San Lucas, a 
condo getaway to Lake 
Charlevoix and airline 
tickets to anywhere in the 
continental United States, 
Paden said.

“ I t ’s our biggest fundrais­
er o f the year,”  he said, “ and 
it supports the Canton 
chamber so we can continue 
to offer cutting-edge bene­
fits  and services to the busi­
ness community.”

Tickets are $75 per per­
son including a strolling 
dinner, an open bar, raffles, 
a live auction and entertain-

See AUCTION, Page A2

Canton Chamber of Commerce 
President Thomas Paden and 
local business owner Jeanie 
Derani announce winners 
during a previous auction, bill 
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Anti-cancer work honors longtime friend

Dr. Lisa Newman, a surgical oncologist and professor of 
surgery at the University of Michigan, spoke about breast 
cancer Monday at a Ford Motor Co. facility in Dearborn. 
Her talk was organized by Csilla Gutay of Plymouth 
Township for Triple Negative Breast Cancer Day. john
DARABAN

The death -  and life  -  
o f a longtime friend 
prompts a local woman's 
commitment to helping 
those with an aggressive 
form  o f breast cancer.

Csilla Gutay o f Ply­
mouth Township joined 
others around the coun­
try  Monday in helping 
raise awareness about 
trip le  negative breast 
cancer, which is more 
likely than other breast 
cancers to strike younger 
women and is resistant to 
the three most successful 
breast cancer treat­
ments.

“It's  one of the most 
aggressive types of 
breast cancer and it ’s 
hard to treat," said Gu­
tay.

Gutay brought Dr.
Lisa Newman, a surgical 
oncologist and breast 
cancer specialist, to her 
workplace at Ford Motor 
Co. on Monday to speak 
about breast cancer. She 
also sponsored yoga and 
walking events last F ri­

day, Saturday and Sun­
day to raise money for 
the Triple Negative 
Breast Cancer Founda­
tion, which provides 
information about the 
disease and is a resource 
fo r patients.

Gutay says her in­
volvement is motivated 
by her late friend Patri­
cia A rthur of Canton 
Township, who died of 
triple negative breast

vember 2012, a little  
more than a year after 
her diagnosis.

Arthur, who is sur­
vived by a husband, 
Thomas Joseph II, and 
8-year-old twins Thomas 
and Kiera Joseph, was 
practical, helpful, out­
going and athletic, Gutay 
said.

“ She had a great smile 
-  jus t a wonderful per­

son, a fun person,”  she 
said. The two had known 
each other fo r 17 years.

The families social­
ized together and vaca­
tioned together, and Ar­
thur and Joseph even 
visited Gutay and her 
husband, Guy Pipane, 
when they lived tempora­
r ily  in Germany.

Tbm Joseph, who, like 
Gutay, is a mechanical 
engineer at Ford, said 
Gutay and Pipane are 
still like an aunt and 
uncle to he and Arthur's 
twins.

"They're s till involved 
in their lives as much as 
possible,” he said Friday.

Joseph credited Gutay 
fo r her involvement in 
TNBCF.

“I t  is pretty amazing 
and fantastic what she's 
done to try  to get the 
word out,” he said.

He said he's had good 
days and bad days since 
his w ife passed away, and 
that Monday’s ta lk by Dr. 
Newman was worthwhile 
but tough fo r him, as it 
brought back “a flood of 
memories." Newman was

Patty A rthur’s surgical 
oncologist.

“ I t  was very, very 
fresh again," Joseph said.

TVey and Kiera, he 
said, keep him busy with 
their activities.

“ I  want the kids to 
grow up to be active and 
to enjoy l i fe ... all the 
things Patty and I  had 
planned," he said.

Gutay's involvement 
extends beyond TNBCF; 
she's also the founder of 
the Motor City Dragons, 
a dragon-boat team that 
provides exercise oppor­
tunities, support and 
camaraderie fo r breast 
cancer survivors. Among 
survivors and their sup­
porters, she said, the 
team currently has 63 
members, and is raising 
money to buy its own 
boat.

Dragon boating is a 
centuries-old sport from 
China in which 20 row­
ers, sitting side by side, 
paddle a long decorated 
boat, which also has a 
steerer, and a drummer 
to set the rowing pace. 
The sport has caught on

with breast cancer pa­
tients since a Canadian 
doctor's research showed 
in the 1990s that upper- 
body exercise is helpful 
fo r them, especially for 
those who have Had 
lymph nodes removed in 
surgeries, Gutay said.

Gutay said she plans 
on hosting Triple Nega­
tive Breast Cancer Day 
events next year, and 
perhaps monthly events 
until then to raise money 
fo r other organizations 
that battle cancers and 
provide support fo r sur­
vivors and their families.

According to the 
TNBCF, trip le  negative 
breast cancer is marked 
by the lack o f “ recep­
to rs" fo r estrogen, pro­
gesterone, and human 
epidermal growth factor 
2. The best treatments 
fo r other types o f can­
cers target those recep­
tors. Triple negative is, 
however, typ ically re­
sponsive to chemothera­
py-
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Hool, a seven-year 
TG I Fridays veteran 
who has been tending 
bar nearly six years, 
beat out 11 other bar­
tenders from  around the 
world to capture the 
crown. The contestants 
competed in categories 
including bar knowl­
edge, compulsory and 
speed performances and 
a freestyle showcase.

Hool, making his 
th ird tr ip  to the finals, 
said he'd bu ilt a comfort 
level w ith the various 
"tools o f the trade”  in 
the months leading up to 
the competition, and his 
fam iliarity w ith TGI 
Fridays equipment real­
ly  helped him settle in 
when he got to Dallas.

“ I  use every tool TGI 
Fridays wants me to 
use,”  Hool said. “ When I

got to the competition, I 
was comfortable with 
everything. People are 
creatures o f habit, and 
that worked fo r me."

Hool, a fo rm er Livo-

rU U i rals Only Have to 
look Expensive

s 3 , 8 5 0 0 0
Complete

Including: Funeral Director, Staff, Embalming, 
Cosmetology, Full Preparation, 2 Day/4 Hour 
Use of Facilities, All Transportation, Hearse, 

Fine Metal Casket, Registry Book, 
Acknowledgement Cards, All Necessary 

Documentation, Death Certificates (3) 
and Chapel use with Organ.

"Mr. Hus&and personallmaiied on us

nia resident, now lives in 
Canton w ith his 5-year- 
old daughter, Payton. He 
attended St. Michael 
School in Livonia and is 
a graduate o f Catholic 
Central, then in Bedford 
but now located in Novi. 
His parents, Gerald and 
Elizabeth Hool, s till live 
in  Livonia.

Hool said once he got 
into the competition, he

tried to react to things 
like i t  was a normal, 
everyday shift at the 
Canton TG I Fridays. It 
wasn’t  easy.

“ I  tried to just treat it  
like i t  was a normal 
shift," Hool said. “ I t ’s 
hard to do, because obvi­
ously you're going to 
feel the extra pressure.”

St Michael’s Parish presents 
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

AUCTION
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“ I t ’s a fun night. I t ’s a 
great night to come out 
and network w ith more 
than 300 business peo­
ple,”  Paden said.

He said those Wishing 
to attend may call 734- 
453-4040 or go to

FORUM
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Advocates of Michigan.
» Heaster Wheeler, an 

assistant Wayne County 
CEO and form er exec­
utive director o f the 
NAACP’s Detroit branch.

Foster said the Canton 
forum w ill be moderated 
by Chris Savage, blogger 
fo r www.eclectablog.com 
. She said Democratic 
Party ideals w ill be the 
topic o f the forum, which 
comes as the Canton and 
Plymouth clubs are try ­
ing to shore up support 
fo r issues and spur more 
local residents to vote.

“ I t ’s all about how we

www.cantonchamber-
.com.

Canton bank man­
agers Amy M ille r and, 
Judy Wetmore — M iller 
w ith a TCF branch and 
Wetmore w ith PNC Bank 
— are chairing this 
year's event. Jack Dem- 
mer Ford and MSA De­
livery  Services are spon­
sors.

dclem@hometownlife.com
313-222-2238
Twitter: @CantpnObserver

can work together to 
bring about progressive 
change,” Sommer said.

The event is expected 
to last two hours.

"We hope to reach out 
to progressive-minded 
people," Sommer said. 
“We want them to know 
we’re here. We exist.”

Maguire agreed.
" I  think it's always 

important to try  to work 
together for the common 
good," she said.

For more information 
on the groups, go to 
www.cantondems.com or 
www.plymouthdemo 
craticclub.com.

dclem@hometownlife.com
313-222-2238
Twitter: @CantonObserver
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R E S ID E N T IA L  • C O M M E R C IA L O ur sta ff is professionally trained and able to provide the support and care 

that your loved one needs, all while providing a secure lifestyle 
Contained outdoor courtyard 
Housekeeping/laundry 
Beauty/barber shop 
Variety of activities and programs 
State Licensed

Barnett Roofing & Siding, Inc. is a family-owned company that has been 
serving the Wayne County, Oakland County, and Downriver communities for 
aver 50 years. Whatever your needs, our staff will work with you to develop 
proposal that will enhance and protect your home or business while meeting 
your budget. And our certified installers will finish your project in a timely 
and professional manner, giving you peace of mind about your investment

Relaxed, canhg atmosphere 
Spacious studio-styled 
Accommodations for couples 
Handicap accessible suites 
24-hour staff physician services 
Daily medication management 
Memory
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Secure facility
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ESTATE A U C T IO N  ~ M A R C H  14th-16th 
O N  V IE W  N O W  - O VER 1,500 ITEM S

PAUL JENKINS 
OIL ON CANVAS

CRASH (JOHN MATOS) 
ACRYLIC & SPRAY PAINT

VICTOR VASARELY 
OIL ON CANVAS

JOAN MIRO 
ETCHING & AQUATINT

YVARAL (JEAN-PIERRE VASARELY) 
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS

SOREL ETROG
BRONZE SCULPTURE

DINO ROSIN 
ART GLASS SCULPTURE

JOHANN BERTHELSEN 
OIL ON CANVAS

JULES OLITSKI 
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS

EDOUARD L. CORTES 
OIL ON CANVAS

BUCCELLATI 
18KT GOLD BROOCH

TAKAO KIMURA 
CARVED WOOD SCULPTURE

' W h a t ’s  I n  \ J o u r  J A t t i c . . . ?

Please call us regarding your artwork &  antiques, or attend our 
consignment clinics Wednesdays &_ Saturdays from Noon-4pm

409 E . J e f f e r s o n  A v e ., D e t r o i t ,  M i c h i g a n  

3-13.963.6255 ♦  w w w . D U M O A R T . c o m



II EDUCATION
Canton student ‘walks’ at 

New York fashion week
Canton 

♦ . High
-  | School

j  sophomore 
% Zach
I  Dantuma 
( walked the
. runway at

the
j Mercedes

Fashion 
Week in 

* New York 
last month.
ALEXANDER 

' BROOKE

Chisom Anwunah and Chineneye Izuegbunam were among those 
students celebrating multicultural night at Canton Charter Academy.

Academy celebrates 
many cultures

By Alexander Brooke
Correspondent

Most o f us dream to achieve 
something monumental at least 
once in our lifetime. Canton 
High School sophomore Zach 
Dantuma’s dream recently 
became reality.

Dantuma, 16, has been a 
fashion model since early 2013, 
when he was spotted by Can­
ton-based talent agency John 
Casablancas while walking in 
downtown Plymouth. On Feb. 
10, he “ walked the runway”  at 
the prestigious Mercedes-Benz 
Fashion Week in New York, 
opening the show fo r promi­
nent designer Ricardo Seco.

As the ta ll, slender Dantuma 
strode confidently through the 
packed audience wearing Se- 
co’s dark, sophisticated fa ll 
attire, hundreds of cameras 
clicked away, videographers 
zoomed and panned to capture 
the drama, and buyers sitting 
along the aisle noted every 
detail o f style and fabric.

"Not only being asked on 
short notice to participate in 
one of the fashion industry’s 
biggest events, but to open a 
show...now that's a moment I ’ll 
never forget,” said Dantuma. 
D uring the event he also mod­
eled fo r Sergio Davila and 
HVRMINN.

The annual New York event, 
held Feb. 6-13 at the Lincoln 
Center and other venues 
across Manhattan, is attended 
by thousands of designers, 
clothing buyers, celebrities 
and media. I t  kicks o ff the 
year’s fashion-modeling circuit 
o f events all over the world.

But despite the attention 
that comes with big-time mod­
eling -  he’s represented by 
M ajor Model Management, one 
o f the largest agencies in New 
York -  Dantuma is naturally 
friendly and humble. There’s 
no conceit in his personality, 
only quiet self-confidence.

“ I  was never really interest­
ed in modeling until I  was ap­
proached and then offered to

sign,”  Dantuma noted. The 
experience, he said, has 
opened his eyes to a career 
that offers many opportunities, 
but also requires major com­
mitments in time and hard 
work.

A t the 2014 Fashion Week, 
Dantuma lived in a dorm-style 
apartment with many other 
male models. The days were 
long, and they included keep­
ing up w ith his Canton High 
School studies online. A fter 
countless hours o f castings and 
fittings, when it came time for 
show week, he remembered 
how i t was all worth it.

“ One thing I  feel I  got out of 
this show is becoming more 
recognized," Dantuma said. 
“Being 16 and not having years 
of experience and a strong 
portfolio can be d ifficu lt, but I 
feel where I  am and what I was 
able to achieve these past 
weeks w ill definitely help me 
fo r the future."

When Dantuma is not mod­
eling, he is working out, study­
ing and balancing his social 
life  simultaneously. Keeping

physically f i t  is key to main­
ta ining the chiseled model 
appearance. “ Without it, i t ’s 
hard to get assignments and 
before you know it, you’re out 
of the business," he explained.

Just as important fo r the 
in-demand model, however, is 
getting an education. “ The 
fashion industry requires that 
I  have a flexible schedule, so 
that's why I ’ve switched over 
to online schooling," he said.
" I t  allows me to catch up on 
my education after I ’m done 
working.”

Dantuma said he misses 
seeing his Canton High School 
friends daily, but they under­
stand his opportunity. When 
he’s not working, he enjoys 
spending time with his g ir l­
friend, listening to ‘60s rock 
music, and hanging w ith his 
friends. He’s also a talented 
illustrator.

While Dantuma hopes to 
model professionally through 
his early 20s, he also is focused 
on attending college, where he 
hopes to study architecture.

Hundreds o f students, 
their families and staffers 
came together last week as 
Canton Charter Academy 
celebrated its fourth annual 
multicultural night.

The evening is designed as 
a celebration o f different 
cultures, and included food 
and dance from  more than a 
dozen different countries. 
Each country had a table 
filled w ith authentic food and 
artifacts, w ith students 
dressed in traditional attire, 

lb  help cap the evening,

the entire student body per­
formed a dance they per­
formed together.

“ I hope students who at­
tended m ulticultural night 
take away the idea that their 
school community is like a 
magnificent quilt of many 
cultures," Canton Charter 
Academy Principal Janelle 
Magyar said. “ The night 
serves as a great opportunity 
fo r parents to connect with 
each other, which strength­
ens the school community.”

Alzheimer's Disease and Dementia 
ARE YOU AT RISK?

According to  a new study by Johns Hopkins University School o f Medicine and the National Institute on Aging, men 
and women with hearing loss are much more likely to  develop dementia and Alzheimer's disease. People with severe 
hearing loss, the study reports, were 5 times more likely to  develop dementia than those w ith normal hearing.

F R E E
PUBLIC SERVICE

H ave you noticed  a change in 
yo u r ab ility  to  rem em b er?

"The m ore h e a ring  loss yo u  have, the g re a te r the l ike lih o o d  o f  
developing dem entia o r  A lzheim er 's disease. H ea rin g  a ids c ou ld  
de lay o r  preven t dem entia b y  im p rov ing  the  p a tie n t's  hearing . ”

-2011 Study by Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and the National Institute on Aging

IS IT TIME FOR A HEARING TEST?
TAKE THIS Q UIZ T O  FIND OUT...

Do you feel, that people mumble or do not speak clearly? 

Do you turn the TV up louder than others need to?

©  ©

□  □  

□  □  

□  □

□  □

□  □

If you've answered "Yes" to  any one o f these questions, there's good 
news! Miracle-Ear can help! Don't wait another moment. Call us today.

1 WEEK ONLY
Monday March 10 Thru Friday March 14

F re e
Your hearing will be electronically tested*
and you w ill be shown how your hearing compares to  
norm al hearing.

F re e

F re e

Your ears w ill be exam ined w ith  a video otoscope*
to  de te rm ine i f  your hearing problem  may jus t be excess

In-store demonstration o f the newest Miracle-Ear 
technology so you can hear th e  im provem ent fo r 
yourself!

H e a r i n g  l o s s ,  l e f t  u n t r e a t e d ,  c a n  l e a d  t o  s e r i o u s  

p r o b l e m s  s u c h  a s  l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  i s o l a t i o n .

UNCOLN PARK
ws, Uncoln Port Snooping Center 

(313)383-5587
ANN ARBOR

Uople Villoge. Across Irom Plum I
(734) 659-0669

WESTLANDWorren Rd. Bnv. tarty City & Petco
(734) 868-3328 
CLARKSTON NOVI

InSeors 12 Ooks Molt 
(248) 266-2153

TAYLOR
2*474 Goddard BtyrTelegropn 6 Beecn Doty 

(313)241-0275
' to determine proper orrptiltcarion needs onty The



ON CAMPUS
M ich igan  S tate

» Michigan State Uni­
versity's newest class of 
Michigan Political Leader­
ship Program Fellows -  
including Am ina Iqbal o f 
Canton met fo r the first 
time last weekend to begin 
their 10 months o f training 
in the nation's premier 
leadership program.

Iqbal, Outreach D irec­
to r fo r Michigan Muslim 
Community Council, 
earned a bachelor's degree 
in professional child devel­
opment and a master's in 
education policy.

“We are proud to wel­
come the Class of 2014 to 
MPLP at MSU," said Doug­
las B. Roberts, Ph.D., di­
rector o f MSU's Institute 
fo r Public Policy and So­
cial Research. He an­
nounced the new MPLP 
class Friday.

MPLP makes its cam­
pus home at IPPSR, which 
specializes in leadership 
training, public policy and 
social research as a part o f 
MSU's College o f Social 
Science.

» Anna M itchell, a 
jun io r who is homes- 
chooled in Plymouth, is 
one o f 20 women students 
who received an Aspira­
tions in Computing Award 
during ceremonies March 
1 at Michigan State Uni­
versity's Kellogg Center in 
East Lansing. The state­
wide honor is from  The 
National Center fo r Wom­
en & Information Technol­
ogy and is designed to

honor each student's com­
puting and IT  aptitude, 
leadership ability, academ­
ic history, and plans for 
post-secondary education 
in the field.

Laura Dillon, professor 
of computer science and 
engineering at Michigan 
State University, said the 
student award is present­
ed to the state's next wave 
of innovators. "These 
young ladies represent the 
future o f technical talent 
in computer science and 
engineering in Michigan.
It is th rilling to meet them 
and become part o f their 
academic and professional 
development."

U niversity  o f  Io w a
Emma Buchele and 

Melanie Picker of Canton 
were among gome 4,000 
undergraduate students at 
the University o f Iowa 
named to the Dean's List 
fo r the 2013 fa ll semester.

Undergraduate stu- . 
dents in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
the College o f Engineer­
ing, and the Tippie College 
of Business who achieve a 
grade point average of 
3.50 or higher on 12 semes­
ter hours or more o f UI 
graded course work dur­
ing a given semester or 
summer session and who 
have no semester hours of 
I  (incomplete) o r O (no 
grade reported) during the 
same semester are recog­
nized by inclusion on the 
Dean's List fo r that semes­
ter.

Gas station supervisor faces trial on gun charges

A Canton gas station 
employer, accused of 
threatening a worker at 
gunpoint and firing him, 
is facing tria l in Wayne 
County Circuit Court.

Adel Yasser Berry,
25, faces trial fo r assault 
with a dangerous weap­
on, felony firearm and a 
misdemeanor assault 
charge after he chose 
Friday to waive his right 
to a preliminary hearing 
in 35th Distinct Court.

Berry, who has an 
Oscoda address, was 
charged after a 23-year- 
old worker told police 
Berry pointed a hand­
gun toward his head

during an incident that 
allegedly happened Feb. 
24 inside the BP gas 
station at Ford and Hag­
gerty roads.

A not-guilty plea has 
been placed on Berry’s 
record. He could face 
four years in prison i f 
convicted of assault 
w ith a dangerous weap­
on, two years i f  found 
guilty of the felony 
firearm charge and 90 
days for misdemeanor 
assault.

Canton police went to 
the gas station the night 
o f Feb. 24 amid reports 
o f a dispute between a 
boss and a worker, ac­
cording to police re­
ports.

Berry had notified

police and alleged he 
had received harassing 
text messages after he 
fired the employee, the 
report said. Berry had 
claimed the worker was 
fired after he gave away 
food and lottery tickets 
to his friends.

The worker gave a 
different version, say­
ing he was threatened at 
gunpoint in the back 
office of the BP gas 
station after his boss 
allegedly climbed a 
ladder and concealed a 
surveillance video cam­
era, police said.

The worker told po­
lice the incident hap­
pened after he arrived 
for work. No shots were 
fired.

The worker also 
accused his boss of 
punching him in the 
chest before ordering 
him out o f the gas sta­
tion. The employee said 
the only item he had 
given away was a con­
tainer o f Muscle M ilk  to 
his brother, the police 
report said.

A police report in­
dicated an unloaded 
handgun was found in a 
filing cabinet of the gas 
station office. Accord­
ing to police, the em­
ployer denied using a 
gun to threaten the 
worker.

ddem@hometownlife.com
313-222-2238
Twitter: @CantonObserver

Clinic teaches soccer to special-needs players
Special-needs p lay­

ers who've wanted to 
learn a ll about soccer 
are getting their 
chance next week.

Ke lly 's  Kidz is 
teaming w ith  two high 
school students per­
fo rm ing th e ir commu­
n ity  service p ro ject to 
o ffe r "K ick in ’ i t  fo r 
K idz,”  a free soccer 
c lin ic  fo r ambulatory 
special-needs children 
ages 10-14.

The c lin ic  w ill take 
place 10 a.m. Saturday, 
March 15, at A ll Saints 
Catholic School, 48735

Warren in Canton, 
along w ith  an “ organi­
zation fa ir ”  featuring 
various groups who 
o ffe r programs fo r 
special-needs kids.

The c lin ic  and the 
organization fa ir  are 
offered free o f charge.

"We hope to provide 
the k ids w ith  a fun 
experience,”  said P ly­
mouth H igh School 
senior Maggie Adzima, 
who is organizing the 
event w ith her Nation­
al Honor Society pa rt­
ner, Aroob Saleem. 
"We’l l  give inform a­

tion on organizations 
to fam ilies, and hope­
fu lly  bring the commu­
n ity  together.”

A ll Saints Catholic 
School has donated the 
gym fo r the c lin ic/fa ir. 
Groups planning on 
being there include 
the M irac le League of 
Plymouth, the baseball 
league fo r spec ia l-' 
needs players; Pre­
m ier A thletics, to ta lk 
about special-needs 
cheerleading; Ride 4 
Fun, which o ffe rs  ther­
apeutic horseback 
rid ing  and hippo-ther-

apy; Oakwood Center 
fo r Exceptional Fam­
ilies, a one-stop-shop 
fo r fam ilies w ith  spe­
cial-needs kids; the 
Plymouth Community 
Arts  Council; and K e l­
ly ’s Kidz.

Players receive 
prizes and T-shirts, 
and the event w ill in ­
clude a few ra ff le  p riz ­
es fo r the family.

For more in fo rm a­
tion or to reg ister for 
the c lin ic , em ail K e lly 
Hermann, head of 
K e lly ’s Kidz, at kelly- 
hermann@me.com.

N o n - lo c a l b a n k e rs  t h in k  R u s t} 
w a s  a  N A S C A R  d r iv e r  b a c k  i i

A t B a nk  o f A n n  A rbo r, w e k n o w  th e  P ly m o u th /C a n to n  a re a  in s id e  a n d  ou t. W e uee th a t k n o w le d g e  
to  p ro v id e  th e  p ro d u c ts  a n d  serv ices  y o u  n e ed . B a nk o f A n n  A rb o r  h e lp s . V is it 
A n n  A rb o r  R d „ ju s t ea s t o f S h e ld on  in  P lym o u th . e h e lp  you?4-455-1511 o r  b o aa .co m . H o w  c a n  \

Experience the best 
of both worlds.
Start at Schoolcraft College 
and seamlessly transition to 
The University of Toledo. You 
can do it all at UT’s new location 
at Schoolcraft in Livonia.
M a r k  Y o u r  C a le n d a r

Learn a b o u t you r new  ed uca tion  o p tion s  in nurs ing , health
in fo rm a tion  ad m in is tra tion , com m un ica tio ns  and c rim ina l ju s tice  
th ro ug h  S ch oo lc ra ft C o llege and T he U n ive rs ity  o f Toledo!

Talk w ith  S ch oo lc ra ft and U nive rs ity  o f To ledo adv isers  
one loca tion  a t one t im e

O p e n  h o u s e
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S ch oo lc ra ft C ollege 
18600 H ag ge rty  Road 
Livonia
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Special Olympians get a chance to hang out with Olympic gold medalists Meryl Davis and Charlie White.

GOLD
Continued from Page A1

They make skating look so 
elegant and so easy, and you 
know it's  not that easy. This is 
a huge deal."

The event, part o f the dis­
tr ic t ’s observance o f National 
Breakfast Week, was a col­
laboration between the dis­
tr ic t, Kellogg's and Action fo r 
Healthy K ids. Plymouth-Can- 
ton’s d irector o f food ser­
viced, Kristen Hennessey, 
met w ith Action fo r Healthy 
Kids representatives a fte r 
serving on the governor’s task 
force.

Plymouth-Canton was one 
o f only two districts in the 
country -  the other was in 
Utah -  to host such an event. 
The whole idea, according to 
Hennessey, was to reinforce 
the fact that breakfast is the 
most important meal o f the 
day.

“ We wanted to educate kids 
that not everyone gets a 
healthy breakfast,”  Hennes­
sey said. " I f  you have a great 
sta rt in the morning, you’re 
going to have a better day.”

About 100 students, most 
chosen by lottery, got to have 
breakfast w hile waiting fo r 
Davis and White to arrive. I t

was a homecoming, o f sorts, 
fo r the skaters. Davis' mother 
was a longtime teacher in  the 
Plymouth-Canton d is tric t.

I t  was also important to the 
skaters to push the "healthy 
breakfast” message.

“ One in f ive  kids goes w ith­
out breakfast,”  White said 
during a b rie f speech. “ For us 
to come home from  the Olym­
pics and help de liver the mes­
sage is great."

A fte r taking several ques­
tions from  the excited throng 
o f students, White and Davis 
moved -  w ith  an even bigger 
crowd -  into the Gloria Logan 
Auditorium, where they, 
among other th ings, helped 
judge a teacher dance-off. 
Teachers from  each o f the 
d is tr ic t’s three schools 
squared o ff in  60-second 
dance routines.

Husband-and-wife dancers

Students who 
didn't get into 
the breakfast 
steal a peek at 
Olympic gold 
medalists Charlie 
White and Meryl 
Davis from an 
upstairs 
classroom 
overlooking the 
cafeteria.

Gretchen and M ike Andridge, 
both o f whom teach at Salem 
High School, said they 
weren't sure at f irs t  what 
they were getting into. But 
they got out in  fron t o f some 
800 students and danced 
away.

But they were a b it ner-

“ We thought i t  was just 
going to be a lit t le  fun thing,” 
Gretchen Andridge said. 
“ Then we realized the Olym­
pians were going to be there, 
and suddenly i t  was more 
intense.

“ We’re both speakers fo r a 
liv ing ,”  the good-natured 
Andridges agreed, “ but danc­
ing in fron t o f your students 
is a l ittle  d ifferen t.”

Charlie White and Meryl Davis talk 
good breakfast during Friday's

students about the importance of 
at Salem High School

T h e  N ic h o ls  l ive  a t  W a lto m v o o d  a n d  have been m a rr ie d  5 7  years.

W e  c e le b ra te  th e  r e m a r k a b le  a t  

W a l t o n w o o d  e v e ry  d a y
W altonw ood offers carefree senior l iv in g  w ith  endless opportun ities outside 

your door. W ith  fr ien d ly  neighbors," conven ien t amenities, personal s ta ff and caregivers 
o n  site, you’re free to  choose h ow  you spend the day.

Spacious apartments •  Delicious, home-cooked meals 
Housekeeping and maintenance • Activities and scheduled transportation 

Pet-friendly com m un ity  • Personalized care services available

T h e re ’s a  W a lto n w o o d  lo c a tio n  n e a r you .

S to p  by  to d a y  o r  c a l l  to  sche du le  y o u r  p e rs o n a l to u r  a n d  see 

h o w  re m a rk a b le  Ufe c a n  be !

C a r r iag e  P a r k  (734) 3860811
Independent Living and Assisted Living 

2000 N  C an ton  C en ter Rd., C an ton

C h er r y  H il l  (734) 335-1554
Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care 

42600 C he rry  H ill ,  C an ton

W m c m c s x )

Redefining Retirement L iv in g *

FREE Senior Planning 
Guide with qualified tour!
The guide reviews preparations 
fo r  a move, housing options, 
keys to  a successful trans ition , 
and more.

Resniciions apply. See community for details.

R o yal O a k  (248) 397-5308
Assisted Living
3450 W est T h irtee n  M ile  Rd., Royal Oak

T w elve  O aks (248) 468-4903
Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care 

27475 H uron  C irc le, N ovi
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United Way hands 
out emergency food

The next distribution 
o f emergency food by 
Plymouth Community 
United Way is scheduled 
Thursday, March 20. The 
Emergency Food Assis­
tance Program provides 
low-income Plymouth 
and Northville residents 
w ith canned, non-perish­
able and perishable 
items.

A ll recipients must 
pre-register at Plymouth 
Community United Way,

960 W. Ann Arbor TVail, 
Suite 2, Plymouth.

This is a supplemental 
food program that may 
be used in addition to 
other assistance pro­
grams. Bridge Card hold­
ers automatically qualify, 
but need to pre-register. 
Recipients not currently 
on governmental assis­
tance (food stamps, ADC 
and general) must pro­
vide documentation in­
cluding proof o f income

and residency before 
receiving food on dis­
tribution days.

Distributions continue 
the th ird Thursday of 
each month from  9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at St. Ken­
neth Catholic Church in 
Plymouth Tbwnship.

For information and to 
register, call 734-453- 
6879, Ext. 7, or send e- 
mail to randi.wil- 
liams@pcuw.org.

Elmore Leonard estate sale 
draws hundreds of fans

The Elmore Leonard 
estate sale was a frenzy 
o f lite rary  chaos.

Waves o f collectors 
and crime fiction fans 
kept appearing at the late 
novelist's house on Yar­
mouth Street in Bloom­
field Tbwnship. Ed Mo- 
rykwas o f Birmingham 
bought a coffee cup. His 
wife, Carolann, picked up 
some Christmas baubles 
and a baking dish.

“I t ’s a plain blue cof­
fee mug w ith no words or 
decorations,” Ed Moryk- 
was said. “ I  plan to use it 
to store pens and pen­
cils.”

In 2007, George Kelly 
o f TVenton met Leonard 
during a book-signing 
event at the old Borders 
bookstore on Woodward 
Avenue. Kelly, who's a 
musician, gave the au­
thor a personal CD 
wrapped in brown paper.

On Thursday, he found 
the unwrapped CD w ith a 
price tag on it.

“The good news to me 
was that he hadn’t 
thrown i t away,”  Kelly 
said. “ Not only that, but 
they didn't charge me for 
it  because o f the story.”

Photojoumalist Linda 
Solomon o f Birmingham 
also made i t  to the sale. 
Solomon had photo­
graphed Leonard on 
several occasions, and is 
now try ing to get an El­
more Leonard wing ded­
icated at the Baldwin 
Public Library.

She noted that all the 
purchases were tagged 
w ith gold seals. I f  i t  was 
a book, the seal stated 
“ from  the Elmore Leon­
ard library." Tbbles, 
lamps and other items 
came “ from  the Elmore 
Leonard estate."

Solomon said, “the 
sale was carefully and 
elegantly handled and 
conducted by the Leon­
ard fam ily and friends... 
no rummaging through 
personal items or private 
bedrooms.”

Morykwas, who’s a 
substitute teacher in 
Troy, also met Leonard at 
a book-signing event in 
Birmingham several 
years ago.

“ I asked him how he 
wrote his stories and 
whether he had a plan 
when he started out," 
Morykwas said. “ He said, 
'When I  w rite  a book I 
have no idea where i t ’s 
going. I  have a line or a

When people arrived at the 
estate sale they were asked 
to put on protective foot 
gear, john stormzand | staff
PHOTOGRAPHER

character o r an image in 
mind that I  start o f f with, 
and I'm  as surprised as 
anyone when i t  turns out 
a certain way.'

“But then he shared 
this jewel with me: once 
it ’s written, it ’s all about 
the re w rit in g ... and 
that's the one thing I ’ve 
shared w ith my students 
over the years."

Kelly bought several 
books. He knew three of 
the titles, but the fourth 
book, Killing Everybody 
by M ark Harris, was new 
to him.

R e a d y  t o  S e l l  Y o u r  

D i a m o n d s  &  E s t a t e  J e w e l r y ?

Sell for more in one o f our upcoming Estate 
Jewelry and Diamond Auctions 

Why sell for less to one or two dealers when you 
can sell for more by reaching thousands of buyers 
in one of our Monthly International Auctions
• Specializing in Larger Diamonds S.OOct to 20.00ct and up.
• Now accepting diamonds over. 1.00a to 20.00ct and larger.
• Also seeking Natural Fancy Blue, Pink & Yellow Diamonds
• Estate jewelry of any kind ■

Safe, Secure, Simple and Easy 
Immediate cash payment option available 
CALL NOW for more information or to set up 
a confidential, no cost appointment.
17 Kercheval Avenue 
Grosse Poinle Farms, Ml 48236 
In the lobby ol the Punch & Judy Building 
Hours: Monday through Friday 10am to 5pm 
(313)884-4800 or (800) 475-GEMS (4367)

Ask about our Birmingham location JOSEPH DuMOUCHELLE'H DuMQUCHf

Personalized Care 
R igh t in Your 

Neighborhood

O O IN F IN IT Y  Family Medicine
—......- ......  Internal Medicine

PRIMARY CARE Pediatrics

High quality, coordinated patient-centered  
medical care from  newborn to geriatrics

Locations in  B righ ton , Canton, Livonia , Novi and West Bloom field
Same Day or Next Day Appointments

1-855-437-7472 Most
Insurances
Accepted

Increase your home's efficiency and 
beauty with a new upgraded fireplace. 

Whether you want to heat with gas, 
wood, or electric, we have a 

fireplace insert for you!

8545 North Road,
Canton, Ml 48187  

(734) 455-2820  
Hours: M-F 10:00 to 6:00, Sat to  5:00 
www.heatnsweepofplym outh.com



Open houses to outline S’craft bachelor’s and master’s programs
The University o f Toledo 

and Wayne State University 
w ill o ffer bachelor's and mas­
ter's degrees at Schoolcraft 
College this fa ll through the 
Schoolcraft to U partnership. 
The schools w ill outline the 
details o f each program at 
special open house events 
during the month of March.
UT w ill present its offerings 
on March 12 from  5 to 7:30 p.m. 
and WSU w ill hold its informa­
tional session on March 18 
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Bpth 
events w ill take place on 
Schoolcraft College's main 
campus in Livonia in the VisTa- 
Tech Center.

"This is the f irs t chance fo r 
our community to hear the 
details o f these exciting part­
nerships,”  said Schoolcraft 
College Associate Dean of 
Advising and Partnerships 
Laurie Kattuah-Snyder. "Each 
university w ill give presenta­
tions about its programs and 
Schoolcraft w ill have sta ff on 
hand as well. Students and 
parents w ill be able to get all 
their questions answer, and

they also w ill have an opportu­
n ity to apply to each school 
right on the spot."

The schools also developed 
agreements that make it easy 
fo r students to seamlessly 
transfer credits and continue 
the pursuit o f a bachelor's or 
master's degree all on School­
craft's main campus in Livonia.

The Schoolcraft to U Part­
nership with UT and WSU 
offers many benefits fo r stu­
dents, including high quality: 
both schools have long-stand­
ing track records o f academic 
excellence and job placement 
after graduation. Adding the 
resources o f both UT and WSU 
to Schoolcraft’s existing o f­
ferings, the partnership w ill 
provide students with opportu­
nities fo r experiential learning 
that lead to real-world experi­
ences and better job opportuni­
ties after college. The part­
nership was built on flexib ility  
so that students w ill have op­
tions, such as traditional face- 
to-face courses, online courses 
and combinations o f both.

Finally, affordability is a

m ajor feature because stu­
dents can save money by tak­
ing a combination of trans­
ferable courses from School­
craft College and then com­
plete their bachelor's degree 
program o f study through the 
partner universities (while 
attending classes in Livonia).

In  addition, students en­
rolled at UT through the 
Schoolcraft to U Partnership 
w ill be given a scholarship 
equal to the out-of-state sur­
charge, regardless o f their 
residency. Students also can 
take advantage o f scholarship 
opportunities available from 
all three institutions.

The University o f Tbledo 
w ill begin by offering a bache­
lo r o f science in nursing, a 
bachelor o f science in crim inal 
justice, a bachelor o f science 
in health information admini­
stration and a bachelor o f pro­
fessional studies (tracks spe­
cializing in electronic com­
merce and information tech­
nology applications or 
entrepreneurship, fam ily and 
small business).

The building, formerly owned by 
American Community Mutual 
Insurance, purchased last year by 
Schoolcraft College on the corner 
of Seven Mile and Haggerty. The 
building, will house the 
University of Toledo and Wayne 
State Universit/s programs as a 
part of the Schoolcraft to U 
program announced last year.

Wayne State University w ill 
o ffe r the bachelor o f business 
administration in accounting 
or management, the bachelor 
o f science degrees in computer 
science, computer technology, 
electronic transportation tech­
nology, electrical/electronic 
engineering technology and 
mechanical engineering tech­
nology and the master's in

business administration de­
gree.

Admissions and financial 
aid representatives School­
craft College and each partner 
university w ill be on hand to 
answer questions and assist 
prospective students with 
completion o f admissions ap­
plications on site during the 
events.

Both universities plan to 
add degrees in additional fields 
o f study as time goes on. The 
majority o f classes offered by 
the schools w ill be held in the 
Jeffress Center, Schoolcraft 
College's newest building. The 

. facility, which is located on the 
corner of Seven M ile and Hag­
gerty Roads, is currently being 
remodeled to house the School­
craft to U partnership.

For more information about 
the open house events or the 
programs and services offered 
through the partnership, visit 
www.schoolcraft.edu/sc-to-u or 
call the Schoolcraft College 
Answer Center at 734-462- 
4426.

Wayne-Westland school board to start superintendent search

The Wayne-Westland school 
board made it  o fficia l Thurs­
day evening, voting to move 
ahead in a search fo r a new 
superintendent.

The board voted 6-1, with 
Thustee John Goci dissenting, 
to contract with the Michigan 
Association o f School Boards 
to help w ith the search. Cur­
rent Superintendent Greg 
Baracy plans to retire July 1 
a fter 17 years as the district's 
top administrator.

While the agenda’s sole item 
was superintendent search/ 
selection process, the discus­
sion covered the hiring o f a 
company to conduct a search, 
consideration o f requesting 
proposals from  a search firm  
and the possibility of appoint­
ing an interim  superintendent 
until a fter a new school board 
is seated in January 2015.

"M y goal is to address all of 
the topics and take the next 
step," Board President Shawna 
Walker said. "We are all o f 
d ifferent views and I want us 
to work together to move this

district forward. One o f the . 
many duties we have is to se­
lect and hire a superintendent. 
We have one employee, the 
superintendent."

Goci favored getting pro­
posals from  search firm s to 
find one that would suit the 
board’s needs. He also was a 
proponent of naming an in­
te rim  superintendent and let­
ting the new school board mak­
ing the selection.

"W ith four seats up, with a 
m ajority o f the board being 
turned over, i t  would be a dis­
service to the new board," Goci 
said. “ We should do an RFP, 
pick a firm  and time the search 
as the election o f the new 
board happens.”

Goci found little  support fo r 
his suggestion.

G e t jo b  d o n e
Board TVeasurer Frederick 

Weaver expressed confidence 
that the current the board "can 

. get the job done.”
“ I  think i t ’s significantly 

unfa ir fo r two or three new 
board members to come in 
w ith little  or no experience and 
the f irs t th ing out of the box.

they have to select a superin­
tendent,”  he said.

Board Vice-President Thom­
as Buckalew also favored 
“ stepping up and doing the 
job” trustees were elected to 
do. He said he didn't favor 
appointing an interim  superin­
tendent because it would “ cre­
ate uncertainty and add stress 
to the lives o f the employees."

“ I  think this board brings 
more experience to the proc­
ess than a board w ith new 
members," he added. " I think 
we need to move forward. We 
need to get at it  and get the job 
done and find someone with 
the leadership.”

Saying that she is “not 
ready to abdicate” her respon­
sibility, board Secretary Carol 
M iddel pointed out that she has 
spent a lo t o f time in classes 
and now is prepared to take 
what she has learned and use it 
in finding a new superinten­
dent.

“ As a first-year trustee I 
made first-year trustee mis­
takes," she said. " I don’t  feel 
that back in my firs t year I 
could have made a decision on 
a new superintendent. With

five years on the board, I ’m 
now fine at applying my expe­
riences to selecting a superin­
tendent. I don’t want to start 
and slow down.

“We need to start now and 
finish.”

She added that i f  the board 
can’t  find the best fi t  o r a con­
sensus can't be reached, an 
interim  superintendent should 
be considered.

Trustee Charles "TVav" 
G riffin  pointed out that the 
“ most important job” the board 
does is select a superintendent 
and that the board “ w ill be 
judged by that."

“ Carol’s comments are dead 
on, I ’m not prepared to select 
an interim  superintendent," 
G riffin  said.

‘W e 're  p re p a re d '
Walker to ld her fellow 

board members it "would be 
unfa ir to prolong the process... 
to the community, to the em­
ployees and to the person we 
hire,” she said. “We would be 
in limbo and start having prob­
lems."

“ I  trust each one o f you to 
make a good decision. We’ve

taken the classes, we’re pre­
pared. Bringing in a new board 
would be like throwing them 
into the lion’s den.”

TVustee Sally Madison in i­
tia lly  pointed out that using an 
interim  could give an internal 
candidate the opportunity to 
try  out the job while allowing a 
longer time frame in which to 
properly conduct a search. 
However, she asked board 
members to keep an open mind 
about an interim  superinten­
dent as the search process 
moves forward.

“I t ’s fine moving forward,” 
she said. "You can set a dead­
line and set i t  as a goal, but you 
may need to have an interim  
superintendent rather than 
shoot to have someone in place 
by the start o f the school year."

In  the end, the board agreed 
w ith Weaver’s motion to enter 
into the superintendent search 
process as soon as possible and 
use the MASB to facilitate that 
search.

smason9hometownlife.com
313-222-6751
Twitter 9SusanMarieMason
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Among those on hand for a recent discussion on civil rights 
progress were Patricia Holton-Garrett chair. National 
Congress of Black Women; Lisa Brown, Oakland County 
Clerk; Dr. Jerome Reide, NAACP regional director; Dean 
Jocelyn Benson, Wayne State University Law School; 
Barbara Talley, former Southfield City Counciiwoman; 
Kiesha Speech, Oak Park City counciiwoman; and, Dorothy 
Dean, Esq., executive board member. National Congress of 
Black Women.

Panelists: Civil rights in decline

I t  may be 50 years 
since the C iv il Rights Act 
o f 1964, but progress 
toward achieving those 
rights has declined.

That’s the opinion of 
Jocelyn Benson, dean of 
Wayne State University 
Law School, who was on a 
panel that discussed civil 
rights during a communi­
ty  fo rum last month. 
Other panelists were Lisa 
Brown, Oakland County 
c lerk and register of 
deeds; Dr. Jerome Reide, 
NAACP regional direc­
tor; and Barbara Thlley, 
form er Southfield coun­
ciiwoman and communi­
ty  activist.

The National Congress 
of Black Women hosted 
the community forum-, 
titled “ 50 Years o f Civil 
Rights: How Far Have 
We Come," which in­
cluded a panel that an­
swered questions about 
issues regarding the 
state o f c iv il rights today, 
jobs and right-to-work 
legislation, voter rights 
and fa ir  housing.

The panel was moder­
ated by newly elected 
Oak Park City Council 
member Kiesha Speech, 
who is also a member of 
the NCBW. The forum 
centered around the Civil 
Rights Act o f 1964, a 
landmark piece o f legis­
lation in the United 
States that outlawed 
m ajor forms o f discrimi­
nation against racial, 
ethnic and religious m i­
norities and women and 
racial segregation in 
schools, at the workplace 
and facilities.

Benson kicked o ff the 
panel discussion by pro­
viding her thoughts on 
the state o f c iv il rights in 
Michigan, stating that, 
“ the C ivil Rights Act of 
1964 provided the frame­
work fo r racial equality 
and human freedom; 
however, although we are 
seeing progress in some 
areas, in other areas, we 
are seeing a decline in 
progress.”

The panel noted that 
Michigan recently be­

came a right-to-work 
state, which has conse- 
quehtly caused unions to 
see a decline in member­
ship and (allegedly) 
caused disparate treat­
ment of more African- 
American workers.

“ I  was one o f the over
10,000 citizens who were 
locked out o f the state 
capitol when the Legisla­
ture voted on right-to- 
work in Lansing," said 
Brown, also a former 
state representative. "We 
were to ld that the halls 
were fu ll and could not 
accommodate anymore 
citizens, yet when the 
doors opened, the halls 
were empty. Right-to- 
work legislation has sent 
Michigan backward."

Others voiced concern 
about declines.

"We are seeing de­
clines in all areas of c ivil 
rights here in Michigan 
and around the country" 
Reide said. “ The emer­
gence o f emergency 
managers is only occur­
ring in the African-Amer­
ican communities in 
Michigan."

C h a n g in g  p o lic y
"In  order to effectuate 

change, we have to seek 
change through public 
policy," Talley said.

Although the forecast 
is reportedly heading in 
the wrong direction, 
there were pockets of 
improvement.

“We have seen fo r the 
firs t time the appoint­
ment o f African-Amer­

ican females to top-level 
positions, where the 
chief executive officer, 
fo r example, o f Xerox 
company just named a 
female CEO," Thlley said.

“ We must stay en­
gaged, empowered and 
make an impact," said 
Speech, who moderated 
the event. "The panelists 
we presented are experts 
in the community who 
have been on the front 
lines o f civic engagement 
and who have made sig­
nificant impacts in their 
communities.

“ This fo rum started 
an important discussion 
regarding c iv il rights 
and the work that M ichi­
gan has yet to do in the 
area of ensuring all o f its 
citizens are treated 
equally,”  she added. 
“ More forums like these 
w ill continue to happen, 
to engage and to edu­
cate.”

"We are pleased that 
over 60 community c iti­
zens joined us to discuss 
the issues impacting our 
community," said Patri­
cia Holton-Garrett, chair 
o f the National Congress 
o f Black Women. "Our 
organization is a non­
partisan organization 
dedicated to the educa­
tional, political, economic 
and cultural development 
o f African-American 
women and families.”

Dorothy J. Dean is an
executive board member of the 
National Congress of Black 
Women.
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DTE installing solar panels
3,000 panels 

expected to be online 
by May

Let i t  shine.
Drivers along 1-96 

east o f M ilfo rd  Road 
may have noticed some 
3,000 solar panels being 
installed near Old Plank 
Road in Lyon Township. 
I t ’s DTE’s biggest solar 
energy project so far, 
said Scott Simons, DTE 
spokesman. When the 
project is complete it 
w ill provide 818 k ilo­
watts o f electricity, 
enough to power about 
150 homes.

“ I t ’s hard to fo llow  an 
electron, but they gener­
ally follow the path of 
least resistance and w ill 
like ly  be used by area 
residents and business­
es," he said.

The panels are built 
on property owned by 
M ilfo rd  Tree Farm. Si­
mons said DTE has a 
20-year contract w ith the 
property owner, which 
includes an up-front 
payment and annual 
payments through the 
contract. He declined to 
share specifics on the 
agreement. The property 
owner wasn’t  available 
fo r comment.

The $3.5 m illion in­
vestment in Lyon covers 
installation, construction 
and design. Simons said 
the project should be 
completed by May.

Lyon’s project is the 
19th solar energy plan in 
southeast Michigan. 
Others include Ford

Chris Schear. an electrician for Ranck Electric, helps guide into place one of the 3,000 solar 
panels that are going up in Lyon Township along 1-96 near Old Plank Road. Each panel 
should be able to generate, at peak-wattage, about 700 watts of electricity, photos by john

: PHOTOGRAPHER

Old Plank Road and 1-96.

Assembly in Wayne; 
Monroe County Commu­
n ity  College; M ercy High 
School in Farmington 
H ills  and a rooftop in­
stallation at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield in downtown 
Detroit.

While the location 
won’t  produce a tremen­

dous amount o f energy 
compared to traditional 
energy producers, like 
the Ferm i nuclear plant 
that puts o f f 1,100 mega­
watts, it  is a step in mak­
ing headway in alterna­
tive methods, Simons 
said, adding that this is 
DTE Energy’s largest

solar energy project so 
fa r in  the state.

The state legislature 
has mandated DTE and 
other energy companies 
reach a 10 percent re­
newable energy goal by 
2015. The Lyon solar 
energy is “ eight-lOths of 
the total needed," Simons

Electrician Bill Dillionson installs a solar panel at the 
Milford Tree Farm, where DTE is installing one of its largest 
solar energy fields.

has high v is ibility , so 
people know we are in­
volved w ith renewal 
energy,”  he said.

Most DTE solar ener­
gy partners are w ith 
large organizations.

“ Less than a handful 
are w ith individuals,” 
Simons said. “ We aren’t 
really looking fo r part­
ners, but i f  people think 
they have a rooftop or 
adequate amount of 
ground to  host a solar 
energy project we are 
more than w illing to hear 
from  them.”

More solar renewal 
projects are on the way 
and at least one w ill be 
bigger than the Lyon 
solar site, he added.

The Lyon solar project 
has a lo t o f v is ib ility  on 
the north side of In ter­
state 96, west o f Old 
Plank Road. Letting the 
public know the compa­
ny is committed to re­
newable energy produc­
tion is key, said Simons. 
DTE started its solar 
initia tive in 2009.

The location is good, 
because “ i t  gets a lo t of 
sun, we had an interested 
property owner and it
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The Womencenter at 
Oakland Community 
College’s Orchard Ridge 
campus is presenting its 
22nd annual conference 
fo r women. “ A Call to 
Wholeness,. The confer­
ence is from  8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 22, in the J Build­
ing o f OCC’s Orchard 
Ridge campus.

The conference is 
open to the public and 
costs $40 per person. 
Registration includes the 
keynote speaker presen­
tation, two workshops, 
continental breakfast, 
lunch, a prize drawing 
and a concluding session. 
Preregistration is strong­
ly  advised.

For fu rther informa­
tion and to receive a 
registration brochure on 
the "A  Call to Wholeness” 
women’s conference and 
other program offerings, 
call the Womencenter at 
248-522-3642 or visit 
www.oaklandcc.edu/ 
womencenter.

The Orchard Ridge 
Campus is located at 
27055 Orchard Lake 
Road, south o f 1-696 in 
Farmington Hills.
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P L Y M O U T H -C A N T O N  C O M M U N IT Y  C A L E N D A R
M useum  friends
Date/Time: Thursday, March 13,

Location: Plymouth Historical 
Museum, 155 S. Main, Plymouth 
Details: Don Soenen, a member 
of the Plymouth Arts and Recre­
ation Complex Committee, will 
discuss a possible future for 
Central Middle School's building 
at the Thursday, March 13 , 
meeting of the Friends of the 
Plymouth Historical Museum, 
beginning at 7.30 p.m.. PARC Is a 
collaborative team of communi­
ty leaders, policymakers, sports

Price hours
Date/Times: Monday, March 10, 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Plymouth; 
1:30-3 p.m. in Canton 
Locations: Plymouth District 
Library, 223 S. Main, Plymouth; 
Canton Public Library, 1200 S. 
Canton Center, Canton.
Details: Wayne County Com­
missioner Shannon Price. R- 
District 10, will be conducting 
district office hours, allowing 
constituents the opportunity to 
discuss matters of concern 
within the community. "Partici­
pation from my constituents is 
greatly appreciated as this 
setting is a wonderful opportu-

dosely to their questions and

Contact: For more information, 
contact Michael Mitchell, staff 
aide to Price, at 313-224-0882.

Spe lling  b ee
Date/Time: Wednesday, March 
26,7 p.m.
Location: Canton High School 
Alien DuBois Little Theater 
Details: The Community Litera­
cy Council hosts its 2014 spelling 
bee, a night of what organizers 
call "spirited spelling competi­
tion" that supports the local 
literacy program. Businesses, 
groups and organizations can 
sponsor a team, make a dona-

iprofits, bt . . 
and residents, has been studying 
the feasibility of, and assessing 
community support for, the 
conversion of Central Middle 
School and the 18 acres on 
which it sits, into an arts and 
recreation complex. Admission 
to the lecture is free and open 
to the public
Contact* For more information, 
call 734-455-8940.

Town h all
DatefTime: Monday, March 10,
6 p.m.
Location: Canton Public Library, 
1200 S. Canton Center, Canton 
Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens, 
D-Canton, hosts a town hall 
meeting about identity theft. 
Topics will include charitable 
scams, reporting scams or prob­
lems, and reducing unwanted 
phone calls and junk mail. 
Slavens' guests for the event will 
be Trooper Walt Crider of the 
Michigan State Police and Susan 
Peters from the Michigan Senior 
Brigade.

Heise h ours
Date/Times: Monday. March 10, 
10-11 a.m. in Canton, noon to 1 
p.m. in Northville and 3-4 p.m. in 
Plymouth *
Locations: Parthenon Coney 
Island. 39910 Ford Road, Canton; 
Northville District Library, 212 W. 
Cady, Northville; Plymouth 
District Library, 223 S. Main, 
Plymouth
Details: State Rep. Kurt Heise 
invites local residents to meet 
with him to share their perspec­
tives and ask questions. Heise is 
also available to meet with 
constituents by appointment 
either in the district or at his 
Lansing office.
Contact: Residents are invited 
to call toll free 1-8SS-REPKURT

theise®house.mi.gov to sched-

tion, be a speller or be part of 
the cheering section. The event 
is designed to "make a differ­
ence for many adults In our 
community who are not profi­
cient in English."
Contact: For more information, 
call chairperson Carol Saunders, 
734-455-4940, email dcsaun- 

. ders640comcast.net or visit 
www.plymouthcantonlite-

Blues@  The Elks
Date/Time: Tuesday, March 11, 
7-10 p.m.
Location: Plymouth Elks Lodge, 
41700 Ann Arbor Road, Ply­
mouth
Details: Blues © the Elks hap­
pens the second Tuesday of the 
month. There is a $5 donation at 
the door. Harper and the Mid­
west Kind Band perform. Peter 
Harper was bom In England and 
grew up in Australia and he 
brings some Interesting sounds 
to the blues performance. Peter 
Harper on vocals, harmonica and 
didgeridoo, Mike Howe on 
guitar, lamps Norris on bass 
guitar and Greg Sauceda on

Contact: For more information, 
call 734-453-1780 or email 
plymouthelks1780Oyahoo.com.

Folk m usic
Date/Time: Saturday. March 15, 
7 p.m.
Location: Joanne Winkelman 
Hulce Center, 774 N. Sheldon, 
Plymouth
Details: The BaseLine Folk 
Society will ‘ Celebrate the 
Emerald Isle" in merriment and 
song. John Delle-Monache, aka 
Shawn O'Dell for the night is a 
Baseline regular, board member, 
and performer who will take 
your Heart to Ireland, at least
for or night Fi

< and Maggie Zakem. They 
will perform a mix of old and 
new songs and instrumentals 
from American and Irish tradi­
tional music, including blue- 
grass, music of the Appalachians 
and contemporary writers. 
Tickets are $5 at the door, in­
cluding performers.
Contact: Email BaseLine presi­
dent Scott Ludwig at BFSpresi- 
dentOaol.com

N ig h t o f  Hope
Date/Time: March 21,6:30-11:45 
pm.
Location: The Dearborn Inn, 
20301 Oakwood Boulevard, 
Dearborn
Details: Canton-based Our 
Hope Holds The Cure is hosting 
its second annual "A Night Of 
Hope" formal charity gala, 
featuring a silent auction,

cake auction officiated by Vic 
Faust of WXYZ-TV (Channel 7). 
Individual tickets are $150 and 
tables are $1,500. Proceeds go 
directly to the national HHT 
Foundation.
Contact: Register for tickets or 
sponsorships at ourhopehold- 
sthecure.org.

Jazz @ The Elks
Date/Time: Tuesday, March 25,

Details: Jazz O the Elks happens 
on the last Tuesday of the 
month. There is a $10 donation 
at the door which includes hors 
d'oeuvres. On Tuesday, March 
25, the Dave Bennett Quartet 
returns with Dave on clarinet 
Doug Cobb on drums, Jeff 
Kessler on piano and Jeff Pedraz

Contact: For more information, 
call 734-453-1780 or email 
plymouthelksl 780©yahoo.com.

YouTube b oogie

M acu lar D egeneration?
  Choose To See Better.

^Telescope glasses make reading, 
writing, TV, seeing faces, 

en driving possible again!

Come see how I can help. 
Low Vision of Michigan

8 7 7-6 77 -2 02 0
www.LowVlsionofMichlgan.corr

I community 
activists wish 

:e the 
Central Middle 
School site in 
downtown 
Plymouth 
repurposed as

recreation 
complex when 
the school 
closes and the 
new middle

Canton opens.
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Date/Time: Sunday, March 16, 3
p.m.
Location: Plymouth District 
Library, 223 S. Mala Plymouth 
Details: The Plymouth District 
Library welcomes attorney 
turned boogie, blues and rag­
time musician Matthew Ball - 
"The Boogie Woogie Kid" -  for 
a free, family friendly piano 
concert. Ball boasts a peda­
gogical link to Frederic Chopin, 
having studied classically at 
Oakland University in Rochester- 
with Dr. Flavio Varani. The 
performance features classics 
like Swanee River. Over the 
Rainbow, The Entertainer and 
Bumble Boogie. Admission is 
free.
Contact: 734-453-0750.

working and a continental 
breakfast followed by the 
meeting at 8 a.m. The purpose 
of the meeting is to elect new 
board members and officers and 
Includes reports on the organi­
zation's 2013 finances and 
programs.
Contact: To RSVP, call Cindy 
Bumgardner at 734-453-6879, 
ext. 2, or send email to dn- 
dy.bumgardnerOpcuw.org by 
Monday. March 17.

A g e n t O range  
to w n  hall

M a d  H a tte r Tea
Date/Time: Sunday, March 16,2 
p.m.
Location: Plymouth Historical 
Museum, comer of Main and 
Church, Plymouth 
Details: The Plymouth Historical 
Museum’s annual "Mad Hatter 
Tea" features Phyllis Barkey 

• speaking on "Dining at J.L 
Hudson's." Barkey's presentation 
is divided into three parts:
Joseph Lowthian Hudson and his 
magnificent store; dining at 
Hudson's; shopping at the Grand 
Dame of Woodward Avenue. 
The presentation will follow a 
Victorian-style tea with a twist. 
We will be serving several items 
formerly served at Hudson's, 
including Maurice Salad and 
Cheese Bread, along with the 
Plymouth Historical Museum's 
signature tea, "Mary's Blend." 
Guests are encouraged to wear

a door prize awarded. Tickets 
are $20 for members and $25 for 
non-members, if purchased by 
March 7; after that date, add $5

U n ited  W ay m e etin g
Date/Time: Friday. April 4, 
7:30-9 a.m.
Location: Comcast 41112 Con­
cept Drive, Plymouth 
Details: The Plymouth Commu­
nity United Way holds its 2014 
annual Meeting and Awards 
Presentation sponsored by 
Comcast. The public is welcome. 
The morning begins with net-

Location: Northville High 
School. 45700 Six Mile, North- 
ville
Details: Vietnam Veterans 
Chapter 528 sponsors an Agent 
Orange Town Hall to inform and 
register veterans, their families 
and community, that have been 
affected by Agent Orange and 
other dioxins used during the 
Vietnam War up to the present. 
The effects of these dioxins are 
carried in the DNA of the affect­
ed person for up to seven gener­
ations. The National Academy of 
Sciences and Veterans Admini­
stration has connected Agent 
Orange and other dioxin expo­
sure during this period, to 
include 12 diseases, 38 cancers 
and 20 birth defects. Resen/a- 
tions are required for this event. 
Contact: To RSVP or for more 
information, go to www.WA 
528.org.

Prom  dress sale
Date/Time: Saturday. April 5,9

Location: Plymouth High 
School, 8400 Beck Road, Canton 
Details: The annual Prom Dress 
Sale features what organizers 
call "a wonderful collection" of 
new and used dresses, both long 
and short dresses, as well as 
some formal shoes and jewelry. 
No dress is priced over $20. Dress 
donations are greatly appreciat­
ed and being accepted in the 
office at Plymouth High School. 
Contact: For more information, 
contart Lisa.Benag- 
esOpccsmail.net

Blood d rives
Dates/rimes/Locatlons:
Friday, March 14,10 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m., Plymouth Library. 223 S.

F e b r u a r y  T o y  F a v o r i t e s !

c a v e  I

1

s  l l ;

Arthritis Today
Joseph J. Weiss, M.D.

R heumatology 
18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone: (248) 478-7860

THE BREATH OF ARTHRITIS

For reasons not yet clarified, a patient with rheumatoid arthritis v 
is a smoker almost Invariably develops thickened lung tissue.'

le type o( antibody binding to lung lining.
In ankylosing spondylitis, an arthntis ot ttie low back, for reasons

Sunday, March 23.7:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., St. Kenneth Church, 
14951 Haggerty, Plymouth 

- Monday, March 24,11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Plymouth City Hall, 201 S.

Tuesday, March 25,1:30-7:15 
p.m., St. Michael's Church, 7000 
N. Sheldon, Canton 
Friday. March 28,3:30-8 p.m., 
Dodson Elementary School, 205 
Beck, Canton
Details: The American Red 
Cross sponsors the above blood 
drives. All donors will be entered 
into a raffle for a two-year lease 
on a 2014 Ford Fusion, with a 
$5,000 cash option. Donors will 
also be entered into a weekly 
raffle for a $125 gas card. Walk-

Contact: Donors can call Diane 
Risko at 313-549-7052 or email 
at Diane.RiskoOredcross.org to

B uild ing  bridges
Date/Time: Saturday, April 12,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: The Muslim Commu­
nity of Western Suburbs (Canton 
Mosque), 40440 Palmer, Canton 
Details: The Muslim Community 
of Western Suburbs hosts the 
annual "Building Bridges-A 
Family Fun Day," a free open 
house event, with the goal of 
meeting neighbors and fellow 
citizens to foster communication 
and build relationships. There 
will be fun activities, henna, 
calligraphy, information on 
Islam around the world and a 
variety of ethnic food.
Contact: For more information, 

treachOgmail.com and RSVP at

Church fu nd ra is er
Dates: Through March 21 
Location: Abundant Life 
Church, 2100 Hannan, Canton 
Details: The youth department 
of Abundant Life Church of God 
is holding a Little Caesars® 
fundraiser to raise money for 
Summer Youth Revival & Com­
munity Service Activities. Pizza 
kits, cookie dough and pie kits 
range in price from $12 to $19 
and contain all the ingredients 
to bake pizza, bread, pies and 
cookies at home in minutes. 
Contact: To order items from 
Abundant Life Church of God, 
contact Pastor Bobby Curry at

734-249-1801 before M

C o m m unity
conversation
Date/Time: Thursday, W :h 20.

Location: Plymouth District 
Library, 223 S. Main, Plymouth 
Details: The Center for Michi­
gan will hold a Community 
Conversation at which the public 
Is Invited to provide their input 
regarding education, jobs and 
prosperity, quality of life and 
public money priorities, among 
other state issues. This is an 
opportunity to engage in mean­
ingful and informative conversa­
tions that make a difference to 
Michigan residents.
Contact: To RSVP, email IreneLa- 
manenOgmail.com

C h arity  M o m 2 M o m
Date/Time: Saturday, April 5, 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Summit on the Park.

Details: In anticipation of their 
Mom2Mom Sale benefiting Big 
Family of Michigan, which serves 
the needs of Michigan's foster 
children and young adults, the 
Canton Newcomers and Neigh-

table renters to sell new and 
gently used maternity, baby and 
child items including furniture 
and larger play equipment. 
Contact: For more Information, 
call Carrie at 313-520-5626 or 
email cpollaccia19750ya- 
hoo.com.

Hospice support
Date/Time: Third Saturday of

Location: Compassionate Care 
Hospice, 5730 N. Lilley, Suite A, 
Canton
Details: Compassionate Care 
Hospice conducts a grief support 
group, "Compassionate Words,"

any adult grieving the loss of a 
loved one. The group focuses on 
the various stages of grief and 
incorporates basic journal writ­
ing as a way to express feelings. 
The program is free of charge. 
Contact: To register, contact 
Ann Christensen, Compassionate 
Care Hospice Bereavement 
Coordinator at 888-983-9050 or 
email achristensenOcchnetnet.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Regular Meeting

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its regular 
meeting March 18th at 7:30 p.m. at the Friends Room 
on the main level of the Library at 223 S. Main Street, 
Plymouth, MI 48170..

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary 
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for 
the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed i

t  the n with
ing/hearing upon seven (7) days 

notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling 
the following:

Sandra Young, Administrative Assistant 
Plymouth District Library 

223 S. Main Street; Plymouth, MI 
734-453-0750 x 217

M acu lar Degeneration?
Choose To See Better.

llescope glasses make reading, 
'riting, TV, seeing faces, 
driving possible again!

Come see how I  con help' 
Dr. Sheldon L. Smith, Optometri
, 8 7 7 -6 77 -2 02 0
Jwww.LowVlslonofMlchigan.com
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HEY, BABY!
Kensington Metropark welcomes 

springtime arrivals

The bams are burst­
ing w ith new babies and 
expectant mothers at 
Kensington Metropark ii 
M ilford.

As o f last weekend, a 
set o f triplets and three 
sets o f tw in lambs were 
tottering around the 
bam, along w ith several 
baby goats and a set of 
piglets bom Feb. 17 to 
Sugar.

And more are on the 
way.

“ The recent births at 
the farm are really just 
the beginning o f the ex­
citement," said Kensing­
ton Farm Center in te r­
preter Chris Williams. 
“ In  the next three 
months, we can expect 
approximately 14 kids 
(baby goats), 14 more 
lambs and roughly 30 
piglets to be born.”

New chicks — chick­
ens and turkeys — w ill 
crack their way into the

world in April, and two 
cows are also due to give 
b irth  a little  later in the 
season.

The new additions, 
said Farm Manager Deb­
bie Cavallaro, attract lots 
o f visitors to the farm.

“ Spring, when all the 
babies start coming, is 
our busy time,”  said Cav­
allaro, noting she's been 
present fo r most o f this 
year's deliveries.

"Animals are a lo t like 
us when they give birth. 
Some are quick and easy, 
others are more compli­
cated.”

Also at the farm  are 
d ra ft horses, ducks, 
chickens, m iniature don­
keys, and rabbits. The 
farm  is open daily from  9

A metroparks vehicle 
entry permit is required, 
$7 daily. General in fo r­
mation can be found at 
wtvw.metroparks.com.

A baby goat greets visitors

O bserver &  E ccentric 
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babies, born Feb. 17Sugar nurses her

Three of the farm’s nine new lambs curl up in the barn, photos by laura colvin

n  *
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S how n  at th is  G reat M JR ®  D ig ita l C inem a

Westland Grand Digital Cinema 16
6 8 0 0  N . W ayne  R d. 7 3 4 .2 9 8 .2 6 5 7

L ' i r . ' i . r -

’ '^Showing I Showing
MARCH MARCH
15 & 16 22 & 23

Showing I Showing 
MARCH APRIL
29 & 30 . 5 & 6

Free to children 12 and under
until theatre capacity!

Every Saturday & Sunday 
March 15th thru April 6th 2014 

Adults: $1.00
T ic k e ts  a v a ila b le  d a y  o f  s h o w  o n ly

No Advance Ticket Sales
Showtimes posted on www.mjrtheatres.com 

on the Tuesday before the show date.

A visitor says hello to some curious kids

Piglets stay warm under a heat lamp in Kensington's main barn.

Belle Isle benefits from Macy’s program
The Belle Isle Conser­

vancy has been selected 
fo r “ Heart Your Park,”  a 
program introduced as 
part o f Macy’s “ Secret 
Garden”  campaign to 
raise awareness and 
money fo r local parks 
across the country.

Now through March 
31. customers at Macy’s 
Westland and Dearborn

stores can donate $1 or 
more at the register, with 
100 percent o f the dona­
tions benefiting the Belle 
Isle Conservancy.

Macy's w ill match the 
total customer donation 
across all stores, dollar 
fo r dollar, up to $250,000 
in total.

Belle Isle Park is one 
o f more than 550 parks

nationwide that w ill ben­
e fit from  Macy's “Heart 
Your Park" this spring.

Donations w ill go 
toward making improve­
ments such as maintain­
ing trails, playgrounds 
and ball fields.

For more information, 
v is it macys.com/secret- 
garden.



On behalf o f the

Northville Township Firefighters 
Charity Fund
I.A .F .F . L o c a l  3961

THANK YOU!
F o r  h e l p in g  t o  m a k e  o u r  2 01 4  F ir e m a n ’ s B a l l  o u r  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  c h a r it y  f u n d r a is e r  t o  d a t e . 
T h e  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  g u e s t s  a n d  l o c a l  b u s in e s s e s  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  h o s t  a  r e c o r d  b r e a k ­
in g  e v e n in g . O v e r  t h e  l a s t  11 YEARS w e  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  t r e m e n d o u s  su p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u ­
n it y  AND WE CANNOT THANK YOU ENOUGH FOR CONTINUING TO HELP US SUPPORT OUR WORTHY CAUSES.
T h is  y e a r  w e  b r o k e  r e c o r d s  in  b o t h  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  t o t a l  f u n d s  r a is e d , w it h  o v e r  4 20  g u e s t s  
AND OVER $23 ,00 0  FOR CHARITY. PLEASE HELP US IN SUPPORTING THE BUSINESSES LISTED BELOW AS 
THEY CONTINUE TO BE COMMITTED TO HELPING US CREATE A BETTER COMMUNITY.

C a e s a r s  W in d s o r  •  C e n t e r  M a s s  I n c .

•  L u l u ’ s  E v e n t  P l a n n i n g

S il v e r  S p o n s o r s
•  C r a ig  D a v i d  B u t l e r  P h o t o g r a p h y  •  D r . P e t e r  E h l e n d t , D D S  

•  O r in  Je w e l e r s  •  W i l b a n k s  E n e r g y  L o g is t ic s

B r o n z e  S p o n s o r s

A b b a s i  D e r m a t o l o g y  •  B r a s s  M u g  L iq u o r  •  C a r h a r t t  •  G o r d o n  N o r t h  R o o f in g  

I m a g i n e  L a n d s c a p e s  •  M e a d o w b r o o k  C o u n t r y  C l u b  •  M e ij e r  •  Pa r k w e s t  G a l l e r y  •  R e d f o r d  Je w e l r y  a n d

C o in

T a b l e  S p o n s o r s

io  N o r t h  •  A b a s s i D e r m a t o l o g y  •  A r t h u r  M u r r a y  D a n c e  St u d io s  •  B i k r a m Y o g a  

B o d y  B u r n  F i t  C l u b  •  C o n s ig n m e n t  C l o t h ie r s  •  C u s t o m  Sp r in k l e r s , I n c . •  D ic k  Sc o t t  D o d g e  
D o n  M a s s e y  C a d il l a c  •  E d w a r d 's C a f e  •  F ir e k e e p e r s  C a s in o  A n d  H o t e l  •  F r a n k  W . K er r  C o m p a n ie s  

Ja c k  D o h e n y  C o m p a n ie s  •  K in d r e d  S p ir it s  •  L e a r n in g  E x p e r ie n c e  O f  N o r t h v il l e  •  L o u  L a r ic h e  C h e v r o l e t  

M G M  G r a n d  D e t r o it  •  M r . A n d  M rs. M cC o r m ic k  •  N o r t h v il l e  H il l s  G o l f  C l u b  •  N o r t h v il l e  To w n s h ip  C O A M  

St a r t in g  G a t e  •  T h e  Po o l  G u y  . •  T h is t l e  L a n e  F l o w e r s

C o n t r i b u t o r s
Republic Service 

Riffle’s Home-Style Restaurant 
Rocky’s o f Northville 

RSVP Supply 
Rusty Bucket 
Salon Fusion 

Schakolad 
Scores Haircuts for Men 

Sean O’ Callahan’s 
Senate Coney Island 

Sheraton Detroit Novi 
Showroom o f Elegance Fine Jewelry 

Sizzling Sticks 
Sky Zone 

Slows BBQ 
Smokey's Fine Cigar 

Stella’s Black Dog Tavern 
Suburban Infinity 
The Bees Knees 

The Inn at St. John's 
Town and Country Bike and Boards 

Utopia Salon & Spa 
Varsity Lincoln 
Wally’s Custard 

Your Events Party Rental 
Zoup

W e  w o u l d  l ik e  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  g r a t it u d e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e o p l e  f o r  m a k in g  o u r  1 1t h  A n n u a l  
F ir e m a n ’s B a l l  a  n ig h t  t o  r e m e m b e r . Sp e c ia l  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  g r a c io u s  m a s t e r  o f  c e r e m o n ie s , D a n  

M il l e r  o f  F o x  2 Spo rts  a n d  t h e  v o ic e  o f  t h e  D e t r o it  L io n s  f o r  h is  s u pp o r t  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l is m . 
T h a n k  Y o u  t o  K im b e r l y  H u g h e s  o f  L u l u ’ s E v e n t  Pl a n n in g  f o r  h e l p in g  u s  p l a n  e v e r y  d e t a il  of  

t h e  n ig h t . A ls o  t h a n k s  to  t h e  K il l e r  F l a m in g o s  a n d  C .O .D . f o r  p u t t in g  o n  a  g r e a t  s h o w , 
t h e  D e t r o it  F ir e m a n s  F u n d  M e m o r ia l  R ig  a n d  L a u r e l  M a n o r .

Please jo in  us on Sa turday , F e b ru a ry  14, 2015 fo r our 12th A n n u al F ire m a n ’s B a ll. 
F o r more in fo rm atio n  or to donate please contact us at thefirem ansball@ gm ail.co m

9 Rounds Kickboxing Embassy Suites Livonia Meg &  Maggie: A ll Things Baby
Alpine Chocolat Haus Fox Hills Golf Club Michigan Ice Sculpture

Andiamo Frankenmuth Motel Michigan Rehab Center
Aubree’s Pizzeria &  G rill Fred’s Ice Cream New Balance o f Farmington Hills

Baldwin Capital Garden C ity FD Noodles and Company
Bayside Sports Grille Genitti’s Hole-in-the-Wall Northville Family Dentistry

Best Buy Goldfish Swim School Northville Nails
Blackwell Ford Good Time Party Store Novi Bowl

Bob Jeanotte GMC Great Harvest Bread Company Oasis Golf Center
Border Cantina Greko Printing and Imaging Olympia Entertainment

Brick's of Northville Hampton Inn Penn G rill and Bar
C.A.Y.A Smokehouse G rill Hands on Museum Mr. and Mrs. Barb and Bill Murray

Carl's Golf Land Haven The Kelley Family
Champ Co Customs Henry Ford and Greenfield Village Mr. and Mrs. Greg and Nichole Siriani
Claddagh Irish Pub Hilton Garden Inn The Barton Family

Connor's Family Dining Honey Tree The DeSloover Family
Copper Beech Farm Hoop-La Jewelry The Hendrian Family
Crowne Plaza Novi Ironwood G rill Plymouth The Hetu Family

Dancing Eye Gallery J .M iri Plymouth The Marcotte Family
Detroit Glam Jacoby’s Mr. and Mrs. Marv Gans

Detroit Institute o f Arts K ilw in ’s of Plymouth The Neuhart Family
Detroit Princess Riverboat Koji Japanese The Saroki Family

Detroit Red Wings Le George The Siriani Family
Detroit Symphony Orchestra Lorla’s Poole’s Tavern

Dicks Sporting Goods Livonia Firefighters Union Purple Rose Theatre
Duncan Chiropractic of Brighton Marquis Theatre Quality and Value Produce

Emagine Novi MasonPro Rebecca’s Cafe

Dan Miller Fox 2 Sports and Voice of the Detroit Lions Decorations by Lulu’s Event Planning Photos by Craig David Butler Photography



You are going to Love
your Construction project by D. J. Maltese...

...over 3,500 satisfied customers strong & growing!
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KITCHENS
at UNBELIEVABLE PRICES

WE'RE
LOCATED IN 
OLD VILLAGE

DEAL#1
Free expert Design Services 
Free in home Estimate 
Outstanding craftsmanship 
Excellent warranty follow-up 
A kitchen o f up to  18 IF  of wall 
Removal o f old cabinets 81 counters 
Provide &. install new American Made cabinets 
Provide & install standard granite countertops 
Provide 81 install 4 ”  granite back splash 
Provide 81 install tw o  compartment undermount 
stainless steel sink, faucet and disposer 
Provide 81 install Frigidare or Whirlpool S.S. 
refridgerator, range, micowave-hood & dishwasher 
No other w ork included

Complete price $ 11,500
DEAL #2

Everything in Deal #1 
Upgrade cabinets to  KraftMaid 
Provide &. install under cabinet lighting 
Provide 81 install decorative tile backsplash — 
No other work included

Complete price $ 14,500
DEAL #3

Everything in Deal #1 and #2 
Upgrade cabinets to  Custom built 
Upgrade under cabinet lighting to LED 
Upgrade cabinets to  self closing drawers and 
soft closing doors 
No other work included

Complete price $ 17,500
DISCLAIMER
There are other elements that may or may not be necessary to 
complete a total kitchen remodel such as flooring, additional 
electrical, plumbing, venting, wall repairs and painting, etc. 
that are not included in the above prices. This is a short term 
offer and subject to change after 30 days.

©

3 .
Andrew (Drew) D. Maltese

D.J. MALTESE

886 N. Mill Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1424

Examples 
of

C A L L  NOW
734-737-0500

Four generations of Family Tradition - since 1946
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HAIL TO THE CHIEFS!
Canton gymnasts start 

slow but finish with 
championship flourish

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Canton's varsity g irls gymnastics 
team wasn't about to let one "medio­
cre" event get in the way when it 
came to fina lly winning that elusive 
state championship.

A fte r a slow start on balance 
beam (Canton trailed Farmington 
United 37.0-to-36.2 at that point), the 
Chiefs took control o f matters on 
floor exercise (their next event) and 
went on from  there to win their first- 
ever state championship with a 
146.65 score.

In second place at Plymouth High 
School was defending champion 
Grand Ledge (144.25) with Farming­
ton United th ird (144.20). Finishing

Canton's Jocelyn Moraw competes on 
floor during Friday's MHSAA team 
gymnastics finals at Plymouth High 
School. BRIAN QUINTOS

sixth was Plymouth, w ith 141.325 
points.

"We had two te rr ific  events that 
made up fo r a mediocre, three-fall 
beam and some mediocre bars,"

longtime Canton coach John Cun­
ningham said. “ But we had just 
enough to get almost a 147, and that 
was enough to win.

"... They really nailed floor, that 
was a beautiful floor. That's one of 
those things where I  don't get emo­
tional, but I was almost teary eyed it 
was so good. They really went out 
and kicked butt, i t  was great."

It was important that the Chiefs 
get back on track sooner rather than 
later i f  they wanted to stop a three- 
year run o f finishing second at the 
finals.

A ll five Canton gymnasts on floor 
tallied scores o f 9.25 or higher en 
route to a 37.9 score — catapulting 
the team in fron t to stay.

Senior Melissa Green led the way 
w ith a 9.6, w ith sophomore Maddie 
Toal (9.55), jun io r Jocelyn Moraw 
(9.5) and sophomore Hailey Hodgson 
(9.25) perform ing w ith gusto.

"We usually do very well on floor 
but today, we were very prepared to 
do well and it ’s our best event,”  Mo-

See CHAMPS, Page B2

Rocks hold 
off Chiefs’ 
late rally

Heartbreak was a free throw away 
fo r either team on the floor Friday 
night at Canton High School.

Canton missed from the charity 
stripe with 1:25 le ft and a chance to 
break a 49-49 tie, and then it was 
Salem's chance.

Junior forward Allante Wheeler — 
who drew a foul after going hard to 
the rim  — stepped up to the free- 
throw line with 4.8 seconds le ft in the 
Class A boys basketball district final.

Wheeler (13 points) made the first 
o f two, putting Salem in front 50-49. 
That lead was enough fo r a 50-49 win 
and a tr ip  to the Class A regionals at 
Linden, although the-Rocks had to 
collectively hold their breath at the 
buzzer while Canton junior forward 
JaJuan Sturdivant’s desperation bid 
bounced o ff the rim.

“I t  wasn’t  that hard," Wheeler said. 
“We practice all the time on free 
throws, so I just stepped to the line, 
took my time and it went in."

He added that knocking o ff the 
Chiefs on their home floor fe lt great. 
“They beat us early in the season so 
it ’s good to get them back when it 
counts."

Crazy and  in tense
"That was beyond nerve-wrack­

ing,”  Salem senior guard Connor Cole 
said. 'They beat us last year, so obvi-

See SALEM, Page B3

Lakeland's Molly Stec (No. 32) is too late to 
thwart an outside jumper by Canton senior 
Rachel Winters (No. 10). john kemski i express

Chiefs grab 
regional 
crown

By Tim Smith
Sta« Writer

Last year, Shannon Perry missed the 
chance to play in the Class A  girls bas­
ketball regionals w ith her Canton team­
mates because of a knee in ju ry  that cut 
her season short.

Perry made sure she was on the floor 
this time around and she came up w ith 
some clutch buckets to help the Chiefs to 
a 43-24 v ictory Thursday night over 
Lakeland in the regional fina l at West 
Bloomfield H igh School.

" I  think i t was time, after not getting 
to play in regionals last year to come out 
and play," said Perry, following Canton’s 
sixth regional t itle  v ictory in school 
history. "And my sister (Rachel) was 
here from  Chicago, so I  wanted to show 
her."

The 6-0 senior forward laughed about 
that, but the way Canton (20-4) shut 
down the Eagles' offense — prim arily 
senior guard Dominique Zigo, who still 
managed 14 points — was no joke.

“Guarding her dribble penetration 
was the key, I  thought we did a nice job 
with that,”  Canton head coach Brian 
Samulski said. "And Nat (Winters) and 
Rach (Winters) guarded her and then 
w ith help on all the other people, I 
thought i t  (defense) was solid.”

Perry (nine points) was part o f the 
team’s senior quartet that scored all 43 
points. Forward Paige Aresco and guard 
Rachel Winters ta llied 13 and 12 points, 
respectively, while 6-1 center Thylor 
Hunley added nine.

A ll but Hunley were freshmen the 
last time the Chiefs won a regional title  
in 2011. Canton also won the 2010 region­
als.

"They’re always good,”  said Samulski, 
head coach fo r the last three regional 
championships. "When you look at it  that 
way, we’ve only had six in school history. 
... I  don’t know i f  they realize that, but 
what they just accomplished is pretty

See REGIONAL. Page B3

Compuware

another game

of the stars.

ON THE RISE
Whalers’ Vilardi mirrors OHL team’s emergence during second half

In  some ways, Francesco 
V ilardi epitomizes the Ply­
mouth Whalers' 2013-14 season.

Both V ilardi — an 18-year- 
old center in his f irs t season 
w ith the Ontario Hockey 
League team — and the Whal­
ers started slow, in a transi­
tional phase w ith an inexperi­

enced roster.
Around the time o f the • 

Hockeytown Winter Festival at 
Comerica Park, however, V ilar­
di and his team started to rev it 
up. V ilardi scored his team's 
winning goal against London in 
the shootout.

And w ith the end o f the 
regular schedule fast ap­
proaching, Vilardi is collecting 
kudos fo r his efforts on and off

the ice while the Whalers have 
picked up the pace enough to 
seize the eighth and final play­
o ff spot in the OHL Western 
Conference.

“I  think as a team we’re 
really starting to come togeth­
e r and je ll,”  said Vilardi follow­
ing practice last week at Com­
puware Arena."... Our

See VILARDI, Page B4

C o m m u n i t y  
F i n a n c i a l
r ig h t  here r igh t fo r you

www.cfcu.org
( 8 7 7 )9 3 7 -2 3 2 8

and includes a.25%



Shamrocks knock Wildcats out again at Yost
By Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Looking at i t  on the 
surface, Wednesday 
night’s Division 1 quar­
te rfina l boys hockey 
game at Yost Arena in 
Ann Arbor ended just 
like last year's did fo r the 
Plymouth Wildcats.

Plymouth lost both 
trips to Novi-Detroit 
Catholic Central, w ith the 
latest contest a 5-2 def­
icit.

But Wildcats head 
coach Gerry Vento, sen­
ior defenseman and team 
captain Kyle Bauer and 
the rest o f the team knew 
this time around was 
completely different on 
the ice — belying what 
the scoreboard showed.

“ A 3-2 game w ith six 
minutes to go against 
Catholic Central in the 
quarterfinals," said Ven­
to, outside the Plymouth 
locker room after ad­
dressing the team. “ Obvi­
ously, you'd like to be up, 
but I  don’t think they 
could ask fo r a much 
better situation. That was 
a battle."

According to Bauer, 
who assisted on both 
Plymouth goals (both on 
the power play), “ we

played so much better 
this year, the score was 
basically the same, but 
this year was so much 
d ifferent. I t  was really so 
much more competitive. 
We were all into it."

H eart a n d  soul
Vento praised the way 

Bauer and his teammates 
competed, especially 
after Catholic Central 
took a 3-1 lead in the final 
minute o f the opening 
stanza on the firs t of 
three goals by Sham­
rocks senior forward 
Domenic Mancinelli.

“ I t ’s tough to see 
Kyle’s career end — 
fourth-year senior, our 
captain,”  Vento said. “He 
poured his heart and soul 
out into that game and it 
showed.

"He was one o f our 
better players but there 
were a lot o f guys, you go 
down the list that emp­
tied the tank fo r us to­
night.”

Catholic Central head 
coach Doug Itam i was 
fu lly  aware o f how hard 
Plymouth was going to 
come out o f the gate and 
he made sure his players 
responded early.

"The focus was to 
come out and play hard

the firs t five minutes,” 
Itam i said. ” ... We knew 
they were going to try  to 
come out and be phys­
ical, so we had to come 
out strong in the firs t 
period, play fast and get 
some pucks to the net."

The Shamrocks (22-6-
0-1) poured i t on in that 
opening stanza, outshoot- 
ing Plymouth 22-6 and 
putting a ton o f pressure 
on junior goalie Jared 
Maddock (33 saves).

Sophomore forward 
N ick Macari set up the 
f irs t goal, midway 
through the first. He 
centered the puck and it 
caromed o ff jun ior for­
ward D illon Jones behind 
Maddock.

CC went up 2-0 with 
5:49 le ft in the firs t, scor­
ing a few seconds after a 
Plymouth penalty 
elapsed.

Intercepting a faulty 
clearing pass inside the 
Wildcats blueline was 
Catholic Central jun ior 
fo rward Andrew Lane. 
He roofed a shot from 
above the circles that 
Maddock had no chance

Finding  th e  p o w e r
Just 11 seconds later, 

Plymouth went on a pow­

er play and needed little  
time to find the mark, 
slicing the deficit to 2-1.

Bauer and jun ior de­
fenseman Jake Zaborow- 
ski played catch out on 
the blueline and Zabo- 
rowski teed o ff on a blast 
that beat Shamrocks 
jun ior goalie Spencer 
W right, likely screened 
on the shot.

Unfortunately fo r the 
Wildcats, they were pe­
nalized again and CC 
opened up a 3-1 lead with 
52 seconds le ft on Manci- 
nelli’s firs t o f the night.

Plymouth (15-10-3) 
came out much stronger 
in the second and actu­
ally outshot the Sham­
rocks 9-7 in the frame, 
scoring the only goal.

That ta lly  came just 
five seconds after CC’s 
Jimm y Considine was 
whistled fo r a penalty.

Zaborowski sent a 
pass to Bauer at the le ft 
point and his shot was 
deflected into the net by 
senior forward John 
VanDenBeurgeury — 
crossing through the slot.

“We’ve been strug­
gling on i t (the power 
play) most o f the year, so 
we really worked hard on 
it the last two weeks,” 
Vento said. “ And they

(goals) were bang-bang, 
right o f f tfie drop o f the 
puck.

“We would have loved 
one more power play, but 
we didn’t  get it."

Com ing close
The Wildcats nearly 

tied i t up at 3-3 before the 
end of the second when 
senior forward Michael 
Schultz’s wicked shot 
from the right c ircle hit 
Wright's goalie helmet 
and bounced wide o f the 
net.

In the third, Maddock 
kept his team in it early 
on. He dove to deny Man­
cinelli and then turned 
aside a shot by junior 
forward M itch Ossowski, 
set up between the c ir­
cles.

Plymouth also had 
some dangerous rushes 
and just missed clicking 
on an odd-man rush with 
about five minutes re­
maining that would have 
knotted up the game.

But Mancinelli struck 
again with 4:36 remain­
ing in the third. He took a 
centering pass from 
senior linemate Connor 
Gaffney (three assists) 
and found the top-left 
comer.

“Domenic can bury

the puck," Itam i said.
"He had a good day today 
and his line played real 
well. He was in a good 
spot, he got some good 
opportunities."

Then w ith Maddock 
pulled fo r an extra at­
tacker and Plymouth 
hanging on to a thread of 
hope fo r a two-goal 
comeback, the Sham­
rocks managed to clear 
the zone and Mancinelli 
sealed the deal with his 
empty netter.

“ I told the boys I 
couldn’t  be prouder of 
the way they played, not 
only today but all year,” 
Vento said. " I mean, it ’s 
no secret we’re not the 
most talented bunch in 
D ivision 1, but I  te ll you 
what, we battled every 
game.

“ I  don't think there 
was one game where I 
can say we lost because 
o f lack o f effort, and as a 
coagh there really isn’t  
much more you can ask 
for."

Catholic Central’s win 
advanced the team into 
the Final Four at Compu- 
ware Arena, beginning 
with Friday night’s D1 
semifinals.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

Penguins march 
on to D2 state 
championship 
hockey game

Megan Brace scored with 23 seconds le ft in 
regulation Thursday night to give the Plymouth- 
Canton-Salem Penguins a 3-2 girls hockey playoff 
win over Regina.

The win enabled the Penguins (9-7-2-1) to ad­
vance to the Division 2 championship game o f the 
Michigan Metro Girls High School Hockey 
League. That contest is 7:30 p.m. Saturday against 
Walled Lake at McCann Arena in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

Walled Lake (5-11-3-0), the fourth seed in D2, 
knocked o ff first-place Farmington H ills Mercy 
(10-7-2-0) 3-0 in Thursday’s earlier semifinal.

“ Both teams played really well,”  PCS head 
coach M ary Beth Smith said. " I t was a battle, we 
knew it was going to be a battle. The firs t time we 
played them we beat them 6-5 and the second time 
we played them was last week and we tied 2-2.”

Brace’s goal came on the power play after Re­
gina (9-9-1-0) pulled even at 2-2 in the third. Strong 
goalkeeping by Gwen Gadulka was another key 
element to the victory.

“ She (Gadulka) played fantastic,”  Smith said.
Also scoring for the Penguins were Jenna Car­

ter (in the second period to tie the game at 1-all) 
and Morgan Cusumano (from Kayla Savoie and 
Alexis O’Flynn early in the th ird to put PCS up 
2-1). Regina took an early 1-0 lead in the first.

The Penguins w ill be looking to win the D2 title 
for the second time in three seasons; in 2012, PCS 
knocked o ff Mercy in triple overtime.

"Last year was the only year since Brad (John­
son) and I  took over the program (2009-10) that we 
have not gone to the championship game,”  Smith 
said. “ This makes it four out o f five.”

Smith added that the team’s 2012 championship 
experience is helping during the current run, 
particularly during the kind o f tight games such 
as Thursday’s.

“ We s till have a handful o f girls from  the team 
two years ago that won in triple overtime that are 
seniors now," Smith said. "Jenna Carter and Alex­
is O’Flynn and Becky Lough are the three that 
were on that team."

The Canton girls gymnastics team celebrates after winning the state championship Friday night at Plymouth.

CHAMPS
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raw said. “ We're always 
jus t really confident on 
it."

Moraw said it  was 
good that the team had 
most o f the day to make 
up fo r that opening 
event, too. “ We definitely 
came back from  that."

Canton also topped the 
13-team field on vault, 
w ith Moraw (9.525), sen­
io r Erica Lucas (9.325), 
Toal (9.275) and Hodgson 
(9.175) coming through.

“ We had one fa ll on 
vault (by Green), and 
everybody else had to 
stick," Cunningham said. 
“ And they did. That's the 
kind o f thing. And, after 
we had a mediocre beam, 
they went out and had 
perhaps their best floor 
o f the year.”

tsmith@hometownlife.cc

‘ I  used to  get a le c tu re . 
N o w  I  get a s m ile .”

B a d  re p o r t cards? P o o r grades?
C a n ’ t  do ho m ew ork?
Parents find  the answer to school problem s like  these 
at H un ting ton  Le arn in g  C enter where we ide n tify  
each c h ild ’s academic problem  and f ix  it.
• W e tra c k  w h a t each c h ild  needs;
Reading •  W ritin g  • M ath  •  Spelling 
Phonics •  S tudy Skills  • State Testing Prep • SAT &  A C T

Call now and save $50!

C a l l  7 3 4 -2 0 7 -7 9 3 0  to d a y  to  f in d  h o w  w e 
i  s k i l ls  t h a t  la s t  a l i fe t im e .

(ffinfiinv n t i n g t o n
A  R N I N 6  C E N T E R ’

N o t d one ye t

Before the Chiefs 
could clinch the champi­
onship, they had to at 
least have what Cunning­
ham described as an 
“adequate” showing bn 
uneven parallel bars.

I t  wasn't flawless, but 
Canton registered a 
35.25, enough to hold o ff 
Grand Ledge and Far­
mington United.

" I  hated to end on bars 
because that’s our weak­
est event,”  Cunningham 
said. "And they did okay, 
bpt okay is high eights as 
opposed to what some of 
the other teams were 
doing. We had to have an 
adequate bars.”

Cunningham tried to 
stay on an even keel 
while talking about his 
team getting over the 
championship hump.

“We were state runne- 
rup three years in a row, 
the bridesmaid theory, 
and we fina lly  got it,“  
said Cunningham, Can­
ton’s coach since 1979. 
“And anybody that thinks 
we’re going to go away 
next year hasn't paid 
attention to how old my 
girls are. I have five 
really strong gymnasts 
returning (Moraw, Toal, 
Hodgson, Stephanie Cox 
and E llie Bachman).

“ It's going to tear me 
up to lose Melissa and 
Erica, but I  te ll you what. 
We’re going to be really 
good next year, too.”

G iv ing  kudos
Despite finishing in 

sixth overall, Plymouth 
head coach Pam Yockey 
was enthusiastic about 
how her gymnasts per­
formed under the bright 
spotlight o f the team 
finals — particularly at 
their home school.

“ I  think they (Wild­
cats) performed abso­
lutely tops,” Yockey said. 
“ I  don't think they could 
have been any better.”

Yockey noted the ef­
forts o f senior Katie

Canton senior Melissa Green concentrates during her 
routine on balance beam Friday.

Salanga, who “ w ill be 
dearly missed next year. 
She is consistent, she 
always hits, she has al­
most a stick routine in 
every event. She really 
gets out there and her 
showmanship is phenom-

Salanga is one o f five 
Wildcats who were com­
peting in Saturday’s indi­
vidual finals, along with 
Molly McSween, Sam

Fontana, Rebeca Simu 
and Haley Metz.

“ I ” t  gets exciting be­
cause the audience is 
very supportive and 
they’re there," said Yock­
ey, about having the 
championships at the 
Park. “And you can see 
the parents really get 
into it, and so do us 
coaches.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com



C o le  b u z z e r - b e a te r  k e e p s  R o c k s  a l iv e
By Tim Smith

Connor Cole wasn’t  going to 
be denied Wednesday night, 
and the Salem senior guard 
saved his team’s season.

Salem trailed 63-60 in a 
Class A  d istrict semifinal 
against Novi w ith time run­
ning out. But then Cole (35 
points) connected on a trey to 
send the game to overtime.

The Rocks then pounded 
the Wildcats into submission 
in the extra session, outscor- 
ing them 17-8 and winning the 
game 80-71.

Later on Wednesday, dis­
tr ic t host Canton prevailed

44-36 against Novi-Detroit 
Catholic Central, setting up 
Friday's Park showdown for 
the d istrict championship. The 
Salem-Canton district final 
tips o ff at 7 p.m..

“We were down by nine 
most o f the game and started 
cranking our defense up a 
little  bit," Salem head coach 
Bob Brodie said. "And I think 
they got a little  b it fatigued 
late in the game, they had a 
tough game Monday against 
Northville and we were fa ir ly  
fresh."

Salem’s deep bench also 
came into play down the 
stretch, as the Rocks (16-5) 
outscored the Wildcats 28-19 in

the fourth — which began with 
Novi up 44-35.

"We did a nice job o f f in ­
ishing and taking care o f the 
basketball and substituted a 
little  b it more which gave us 
some fresher legs," Brodie 
said. “ I t  was a nice e ffort, it 
was good to see the kids come 
back. We haven’t played in a 
while, so they bounced back 
and showed a lot o f heart 
again.”

Connor Cole’s clutch triple 
was fa r from his only big field 
goal o f the game. He connect­
ed on nine o f 13 attempts, 
including four o f six from 
behind the three-point arc. In 
addition, Cole h it all 13 o f his

free throws.
Senior forward Alec Win­

frey also had a solid offensive 
game, scoring 14 points and 
ta llying four blocks.

Chipping in w ith seven 
points and eight rebounds was 
jun ior forward Allante Wheel­
er. Junior forward Tyler 
Brooks added seven points 
and seven boards; senior cen­
te r Michael Hoover helped out 
w ith six points and seven re­
bounds.

With the Rocks on the w in­
ning side of the ledger, the 
Chiefs needed to do the same 
to ensure an all-Park district 
final.

A fte r Canton led 11-8 after

one quarter, the Shamrocks 
bounced back in the second 
and led 19-18 at the break.

But the Chiefs then out- 
scored Catholic Central 26-17 
in the second ha lf to emerge 
Victorious.

Senior forward Davon Tay­
lor had another big night for 
the Chiefs, scoring 20 points 
and grabbing eight rebounds.

Junior guard Greg Williams 
collected 12 points while sen­
iors Jordan Nobles (six points) 
and Shaine Keyandwy (seven 
rebounds) contributed to the 
victory.

Canton improved to 15-7 
w ith the victory.

»  K l . f l

 —--*4  f d m
Salem's Alec Winfrey (left) i > stop this field goal bid by Canton's Davon Taylor (No. 21). i

SALEM
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ously we made the stakes a 
little  b it higher.

"We had a good lead going 
into the ha lf (26-20) but they 
got it  close, they eventually 
took the lead. We did what we 
had to to pull out the win. The 
intensity is crazy, you can’t 
hear what people are saying."

Salem (17-5) led 15-11 after 
one quarter and 26-20 at half- 
time before the Chiefs (15-8) 
rallied in the th ird quarter. A 
key reason fo r that surge was 
jun io r guard Greg Williams, 
who led all scorers w ith 21 
points.

Canton only trailed 41-39 
going into the fourth and final­
ly  got back to even (44-44) with 
3:50 le ft on Logan Ryan’s lay­
up.

Both teams traded buckets 
over the next few minutes, 
w ith Cole driving through the 
paint for a Salem bucket fo l­
lowed by Canton senior fo r­
ward Jordan Nobles' trey (to 
make it a 48-47 Salem lead with 
2:25 remaining).

A banker by Williams knot­
ted the score at 4949 with 1:50 
to go and after Salem missed at 
the other end, the Rocks fouled 
Canton’s Davon Taylor after he 
rebounded the ball.

Tbylor then had a 1-and-l 
chance, but his f irs t foul shot 
missed and Salem senior cen­
te r Michael Hoover grabbed 
the rebound.

D o n 't  fa u lt  h im
"That would have been the 

firs t time we took the lead all 
quarter," Canton head coach 
Jimmy Reddy said. "We got a 
big stop, Davon got a big re­
bound and got fouled. Davon

just didn't knock i t  down.
"And Davon has made huge 

free throws this year, he’s done 
so much fo r our team so you 
can't in any way fault him."

That set up the intense final 
minutes. Connor Cole held on 
to the ball in the backcourt as 
the clocked wound down.

Salem fina lly called a time­
out w ith 16 seconds le ft to map 
out the play that would pay o ff 
w ith the Wheeler free throw.

“ A ll season long i t ’s been a 
team effort from  our guys," 
Salem head coach Bob Brodie 
said. “ I t  hasn't been one guy, 
everybody’s contributed.

"Tonight Allante did a nice 
job, so did everybody else, it 
just so happened late in the 
game the ball was in his hands 
and he wanted it. He took it to 
the rack.”

F itting  conclusion
With one side of the gym 

packed w ith loud Salem fans 
wearing blue clothing and the 
other side wearing the red 
colors o f the Chiefs, the nailbi- 
te r was fitting  for what was an 
electric atmosphere.

“ I t ’s the state tournament, 
they call i t  March Magic or 
March Madness," Brodie said. 
"E ither way, i t ’s just a fun 
situation. You saw the gym 
tonight, i t  was electrifying.

"... I've been here a long 
time and every game against 
Canton has been that type of 
game. I t ’s just fun, it's electri­
fying, it's what high school 
basketball should be about."

Reddy tipped his cap to 
Brodie and the Rocks, and 
praised the way the communi­
ty  came out to support both 
teams.

"Great atmosphere,”  Reddy 
said. "In  my five years as the 
varsity coach we haven’t  had 
an atmosphere like that. Our

crowd, you got to give them 
credit, they were great all 
week."

He also said the way F ri­
day’s game played out followed 
the season-long script.

“ We played a ton o f games 
like that this year," Reddy said.

“We played a lo t o f close 
games, we’ve been pretty good 
in them. Sometimes we haven’t 
made enough plays, just like 
tonight.

"... They were better than us 
tonight, they made one more 
play. But our kids, that’s a heck

o f a basketball game right 
there. Our kids fought, they 
gave it  everything they had. I f  
you were a fan, that was a 
great basketball game to 
watch.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com

Putting up a shot over Lakeland defender Alana Weyer (No. 33) is 
Canton senior Taylor Hunley (No. 5). john kemski | express photo
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special.”
Canton now w ill take on 

Flin t Carman-Ainsworth in the 
Class A quarterfinal set fo r 7 
p.m. Tuesday at Fenton High 
School.

Samulski said his team w ill 
continue focusing on defense, 
rebounding and protecting the 
basketball against the Cava-

“We’U come in and get 
ready fo r the next few days 
and you ro ll up there and see 
what you can do," Samulski 
noted. "We just got to keep 
doing what we've been doing."

Meanwhile, Perry cited the 
Chiefs’ "togetherness" as a 
key reason fo r why the team

continues to have a lot o f suc-

“Whether you’re on the 
bench or on the court we all 
are cheering fo r each other," 
Perry said. “ I think that's the 
thing that a lot o f teams don’t 
have.”

Lakeland head coach Mike 
Head, whose team finished
13-11, said his offense could 
never get clicking against the 
Chiefs.

"They’re just bigger than us 
and they’re physical," Head 
said. " I  think even i f  we’re 
try ing to run some o f our sets 
they just kind o f get an arm in 
the passing lane, they kind of 
pushed us out a little  b it fu r­
ther.

“We were a little  b it un­
dermatched and i t  showed 
tonight. Other teams maybe 
we can kind o f break them

Canton seniors (from left) Shannon Perry, Taylor Hunley, Rachel Winters and Paige Aresco celebrate winning 
the Class A regional championship at West Bloomfield, john kemski | express photo

down better, but this team is 
extremely well disciplined on 
defense, they know how to 
cover their passing lanes, they 
know their assignments.”

Canton outboarded the Ea­
gles 25-14, w ith jun io r guard 
Alanna Brown leading w ith six 
rebounds and Hunley and 
Aresco each registering five.

Moreover, the Chiefs 
wreaked havoc on Lakeland 
shooters. The Eagles connect­
ed on just 8-of-39 field-goal 
tries (20 percent).

Canton rolled out to leads of 
8-0 m idway through the f irs t 
and 12-5 after one quarter and 
never trailed. I t  was 20-11 at

halftime and 32-14 a fter three.
Putbacks by Perry and 

Aresco padded the Chiefs’ lead 
to 37-14 early in the fina l quar­
te r before Lakeland put to­
gether a ra lly  that was fa r too 
late in getting started.

Junior guard Amanda Berci 
(five points) completed a 
three-point play w ith 5:30 re­
maining, followed by back-to- 
back baskets by Zigo to give 
Lakeland a 7-0 run.

But Canton s till enjoyed a 
37-21 edge at that point (under 
four minutes to go) and took 
time o f f  the clock w ith every 
possession.

Senior guard Catherine

Marion’s subsequent trey (her 
only points o f the night) did 
cut the Canton edge to 39-24, 
but that was as close as Lake­
land would get.

“She (Zigo) has been a great 
leader and a great scorer 
throughout her career," Head 
said. “ She’s a gamer no matter 
what, she doesn’t  look at the 
scoreboard as far as i f  we’re 
losing or winnning. she’s going 
to compete hard every play.

"I 'm  really proud fo r her 
and her accomplishments, but 
I'm  really proud fo r the entire

tsmith@hometownlife.com



Late goal a winner, playoff clincher for Whalers
Make i t  23 years in  a row.
The P lymouth Whalers 

defeated host Niagara 4-3 
Thursday n ight to qualify fo r 
the O ntario Hockey League 
playoffs fo r the 23rd consec­
utive season.

Plymouth clinched the 
eighth p layoff spot in the 
OHL Western Conference 
w ith the v ictory.

Netting the game-winning 
goal w ith  jus t 2:04 le ft in

STATE BOYS HOCKEY QUARTERFINALS

regulation was fo rw ard M att 
M istele, on a play set up by 
defenseman N ick Malysa and 
forward Francesco V ilard i.

Making 32 stops fo r the 
v ic to ry  was Whalers goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic, as the team 
rebounded from  Wednesday's 
11-2 loss at Erie.

Niagara’s Luke M ercer put 
the IceDogs in fro n t early in

the f irs t, but P lymouth’s Yan- 
n ick Rathgeb answered w ith 
a goal just 51 seconds later 
(from  Mistele and forward 
Connor Chatham) to make i t
1-1.

I t  was 2-1 a fte r the first, 
fo llow ing the 27th goal of the 
season by C arter Verhaeghe.

The Whalers scored the 
only goals o f the m iddle stan­

za to take a 3-2 lead into the 
th ird .

V ilard i netted his 13th o f 
the year on the power play 
(from  Rathgeb and M itch 
Jones) and fo rw ard Ryan 
Hartman chipped in  his 24th 
o f the season, also on the 
power play, in the fina l m in­
ute o f the frame. Setting up 
Hartman's m arker were fo r­
wards C arter Sandlak and 
V ic to r Crus Rydberg.

Niagara made i t  3-3 at 
15:43 o f the th ird  on a goal by 
Eric Ming, but M istele found 
the back o f the IceDogs cage 
behind goalie B rent Moran 
(28 saves) jus t over two m in­
utes la te r fop the winner.

Next fo r Plymouth (26-31- 
0-7, 59 points) is game at 2 
p.m. Sunday at Compuware 
Arena against Saginaw.

VILARDI
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second half’s been a lot better 
and you can see that the last 
couple results, especially 
against Windsor there, it  was a 
good team win."

On March 1, the 5-11,180- 
pounder scored two goals (and 
an assist) in Plymouth’s 5-0 
v ictory over the Spitfires. 
Thursday, Vilardi collected a 
goal, and a helper as the Whal­
ers (26-31-0-7, 59 points) edged 
Niagara 4-3 to clinch their 
23rd consecutive playoff 
berth.

"That was always our goal 
from  the start, not just make 
the playoffs but hopefully do 
well in them," said Vilardi, 
acquired last June from  Sud­
bury. "L ike I  said, we’re start­
ing to je ll here towards the end 
and hopefully we’l l keep it up."

Plymouth head coach and 
general manager M ike Velluc- 
ci traded a th ird-round draft 
p ick to the Wolves fo r Vilardi 
after f inding out the youngster 
was available.

“We liked him in his draft 
year," Vellucci said. “ He didn’t 
make Sudbury last year, so I 
called to see i f  he was avail­
able and he was. We got very 
lucky to get h im .... He's played 
great fo r us.”

C hem is try tes t
Since Vilardi and the Whal­

ers prevailed in their outdoor 
game at Comerica, goals and 
victories have been a little  
easier to come by. Plymouth is
14-11-0-3 dating back to that 
Dec. 29 contest.

Soft-spoken off the ice, Francesco 
Vilardi always has his game face 
on during competition. He is 
shown here during the 
Plymouth-London game at 
Comerica Park, rena laverty |
PLYMOUTH WHALERS

Meanwhile, V ilardi is fourth 
on the team in scoring, w ith 13 
goals and 25 assists fo r 38 
points, clicking w ith linemates 
M att Mistele and Connor Chat­
ham.

“ As o f late we’ve been hav­
ing some really good chem­
istry," V ilard i said. "Playing 
w ith those two guys makes my 
job a lot easier, they're both 
really special players.

"Chats is big, he works 
hard. He’s always hitting bod­
ies, M isty always works hard 
as well, goes to the net."

V ilard i is a workhorse, too, 
not only as a hockey player.

He hits the books w ith pur­
pose and in January was 
named by the OHL to its all­
academic team. Vilardi, who is 
a senior at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park, owns a 3.75 
grade-point average.

"Yeah, I think i t  has,”  said 
Vellucci, asked about the par­
allel between the young team 
and Vilardi. " I t ’s his firs t year 
in the league. He was kind of 
shy and unsure o f himself at 
the beginning, and I think he's 
asserted him self more in the 
locker room and on the ice.

“ He scored those big goals 
the last couple games by going 
to the net, and playing hard.”

Tim e t o  excel
Vellucci also is p roudof the 

Kingston, Ontario native for 
what he has done academi­
cally. The team puts a premi­
um on players doing well in 
school as well as participating

in community events.
“ He’s a great kid, very hum­

ble, very quiet,”  Vellucci said. 
"He goes about his business, 
I'm  proud o f him fo r doing 
such a great job in the class­
room."

According to Vilardi, the 
most challenging part about 
juggling his classwork with 
life  in the Ontario Hockey 
League — which is considered 
a prime developmental pipe­
line fo r the NHL — is time 
management.

" I t ’s p re tty tough, especially 
on the road sometimes," Vilar­
di noted. “ You don’t feel like 
doing the homework, but i t ’s 
something that’s got get done

and you just try  and do it when 
you have some time. I t ’s been 
working out well so far.

“ A good portion o f it  (home­
work) is away from the school, 
away from the rink. We have a 
little  group study table we do 
every week that helps out a 
bit. But most of it  is at home 
and just try ing to do it when­
ever you have a chance, in 
between practice and school, 
and games and being on the 
bus.”

So far, i t  looks as though 
Francesco Vilardi is earning 
fu ll marks in everything he’s 
doing this season.

tsmith@hometonnlife.com
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Check ou t these exciting  career o p p ortun ities!
For even more opportunities see our 
"award winning" classified section!

contact us a t careers@hometownlije.com or call 1 -800-579-7355

DRIVER-CDL A DELIVERY DRIVER
Must be flexible. Able te

busy a lew hours a v.

NEW YEAR, 
NEW CAREER,

Find Your Next Job Here!
Find your next job opportunity here, in the 
Observer & Eccentric Media Employment 
section. We have listings every week in 

the following communities:

Berkley • Birmingham • Canton 
Clawson • Farmington 

Garden City • Huntington Woods 
Livonia • Milford • Northville • Novi 

Pleasant Ridge • Plymouth 
Bedford • Royal Oak • Southfield 

South Lyon • Westland
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Open House 
Servlsalr, LLC-DTW 

Mar 12,2014 
10am-4pm at 

Hilton Garden Inn 
31800 Smith Rd. 

Romulus, Ml

Summer Help

Need lo Rem 
Thai House or 
Apatlmeni?

u Looking For a 
Property Management?

ASSISTANT
MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR

Musi have HS Oiploma/GED
Call Adam lor Mans 248*262-5223

Established Co. in BAghtbn

Southfield. Royal Oak. ar Surrounding areas. Aoply a
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ATTENTION
OWNER

OPERATORS!!!

vira: Owner Operators* L

Fuel Surcharge. Appl 
ilrani.com eo0-?4e*ol92
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Help Wanted-Dental

HYGIENE ASSISTANT
mouth pnEbce 734-453 2200

MEDICAL ASSISTANT

•COOKS •BARTENDER

V Cla;
800-579-7355

jolenllal employees 
with in 08E Media

Come Join 
our Team!
If you believe in  exceptional 
CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR YOUR 

CLIENTS AND WORKING IN A TEAM 
ENVIRONMENT THEN O&E MEDIA 

IS THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU.

O & E M edia is looking 
for A dvertising A ccount 

Executives for O akland and 
W ayne County territories.

I f you have a  proven sales 
track record, outstanding 

COMPUTER AND COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS THEN WE WANT YOU.

We offek base salary plus

COMMISSION, FAST PACED, 
STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT AND 

CAREER GROWTH WITHIN OUR 
NATIONWIDE ORGANIZATION.

IF THIS FITS YOU,
EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: 

CPERRY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM.
Subject line : 

A ccount Executive

We can't w a it fo r  you 
to jo in  our team!

O bserver  &  E cce n tr ic
M E D IA
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DISPLAY RAISES
AWARENESS

OF COLORECTAL 
SCREENING
I n honor o f  N ationa l C olorecta l Cancer Awareness 

M onth, the  A m erican Cancer Society w ill  s ta tion a 

w alk-through, g ian t colon d isp lay th is  m onth a t sev­
e ra l m e tro  D e tro it hospitals, as w e ll as the M ich igan 

Science Center.

» 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon­
day, March 10, at Josephine 
Ford Cancer Institute at 
Henry Ford Hospital, 2799 W. 
Grand Blvd., Detroit.

» 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thurs­
day, March 13, at St. Joseph 
Mercy Health System Ann 
Arbor, 5301 McAuley Drive, 
Yspilanti

»11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thurs­
day, March 27, at Providence 
Hospital, 16001VV. Nine M ile, 
Southfield

Look fo r the inflatable 
walk-through colon, which is 
20-feet long and 12-feet high, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, 
March 28, and 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday, March 29, at

the Michigan Science Center, 
5020 John R, Detroit. N utri­
tion and colon cancer experts 
w ill be available during the 
two-day showing to answer 
questions and share educa­
tional materials related to 
healthy eating habits, the 
importance of exercise, 
knowing your family health 
history and risk o f colorectal 
cancer, when to get screened 
fo r colon cancer, and more. 
The Karmanos Cancer In ­
stitute's Hamchandra Maha- 
seth, M.D., a colon expert, 
w ill answer questions from 
noon to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 29. Guests who buy 
general admission tickets to

the Michigan Science Cen­
ter w ill have access to this 
special display at no addi­
tional cost.

Colorectal cancer is the 
th ird most commonly diag­
nosed form  o f cancer in the 
U.S. fo r both men and wom­
en. Currently, only one in 
three adults receive their 
recommended colorectal 
screening tests, even 
though colorectal cancer is 
one of a few cancers that 
can be prevented with 
screening.

This year, more thah
130,000 people w ill be diag­
nosed with colorectal can­
cer and more than 50,000 
Americans w ill die from the 
disease, according to the 
American Cancer Society. 
That’s some 135 deaths 
every day, many o f them 
preventable. For more 
about colorectal cancer, 
v is it cancer.org.

Two area hospitals 
named among top 

100 nationwide
St. Joseph M ercy Ann 

A rbo r and Providence Hos­
pita l and Medical Center in 
Southfield recently were 
named among the nation’s 
100 Top Hospitals by TVu- 
ven Health Analytics, a 
company that provides 
information and solutions 
to improve health care cost 
and quality.

The TVuven Health 100 
Tbp Hospitals study identi­
fies hospitals that o ffe r the 
highest level o f value to 
the ir communities, based 
on a national balanced 
scorecard. The scorecard 
measures hospital perfor­
mance across a number o f 
areas: m orta lity; inpatient 
complications; patient safe­
ty; average patient stay; 
expenses; pro fitab ility ; 
patient satisfaction; adher­
ence to c linical standards 
o f care; and post-discharge 
m orta lity and readmission 
rates fo r acute myocardial 
in farction (heart attack), 
heart fa ilure, and pneumo­
nia. The study, which uses 
only public data sources,

such as Medicare cost re­
ports, fo r its  calculations, 
has been conducted annu­
ally since 1993. Hospitals 
don’t  apply fo r the study, 
nor pay fo r honors.

This is the sixth time 
that both St. Joseph M ercy 
Ann A rbor and Providence 
Hospital and Medical Cen­
te r have been recognized 
fo r the honor. Providence 
also won Truven’s Everest 
Award, which is given to 
hospitals that have shown 
the fastest, most consistent 
five-year improvement 
rates, in addition to top 
performance.

The 100 Top Hospitals 
study indicated that i f  all 
U.S. hospitals perform ed at 
the level o f this year’s w in­
ners, the average patient’s 
stay in  the hospital would 
decrease by h a lf a day, 
more than $5.4 billion in 
health care costs would be 
saved, and nearly 165,000 
more lives would be saved.

For more information, 
v is it 100tophospitals.com

MEDICAL DATEBOOK
UPCOMING

AARP d riv in g  course
The AARP Smart Driving program is 
an eight-hour classroom refresher 
course for experienced motorists, 50 
and older. It runs 12:30-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday, March 12-13, 
in classroom 11 at St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital, located at Five Mile and 
Levan, in Livonia. Participants will 
learn how to sharpen their driving 
skills, and develop strategies for 
adjusting to age-related changes in 
vision, hearing, and reaction time. 
They also will learn about the effects 
of medications on driving perfor­
mance. about car safety, mainte­
nance of the vehicle, and ways to 
prevent accidents.
Registration and attendance at both

sessions are required. No walleins. 
$15 fee for AARP members and $20 
fee for nonmembers.Register by 
calling 734-655-8950.

First responder  
tra in in g
Huron Valley Ambulance is forming 
a volunteer medical first responder 
team and will hold eight-week

interested in volunteering at com­
munity events or assisting with 
community awareness programs

formational meeting is set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 20, at Emergent 
Health Partners, 1200 State Circle, 
Ann Arbor. The free classes run from 
6-10:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, 
beginning May 6. Call 734-477-6331 
for more information.

A K-6 
Hands-on Education 

Near You!
C om e See W h a t O u r S tudents A re  Doing

A t American Montessori 
Academy, we offer a 
tu ition-free Montessori 
education, b lended w ith 
the Com m on Core.

By focusing on a variety o f 
developm entally appropriate 
hands on materials, practical 
life skills, independent learning, 
nu trition , peace/character 
education, and the child's 
physical, social, emotional 
and academic needs, our 
students develop in to 
lifelong learners.

Limited
Openings!

• Totally Tuition FREE
» Recognized by the State of 

Michigan as a Reward School
• Before and A fte r School 

Kidz Time
• Highly qualified teachers 

and assistants
• Two campuses -  Bedford 

and Livonia

M a n y  w a y s  t o  see  
o u r school:

• Call to  schedule a 
visit anytime

•  Saturday, March 15 
10 a.m. - Noon

•  Monday, March 17 
Open until 6:30 p.m.

For more info rm ation v is it w w w.am ericanm ontessori.net

Lower Elementary Upper Elementary
14800 Middlebelt Rd.. Livonia, Ml 48154 17175 Olympia, Redford. Ml 48240
(734)525-7100 (313)533-0000

JOIN GARDEN CITY HOSPITAL FOR

W HAT TO EXPECT 
W HEN YOU'RE EXPECTING

SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 2014
Westland Mall, East Court 
1 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Finding-out you're going to have a baby is an exciting time for 
most women. But, for some expectant mothers, excitement 
is often tempered by anxiety of the unknown. Join GCH 
Expert, Dr. Chadi Haddad, and certified nurse midwives, Kelly 
Summerfield and Mary Ann Abbass, as they discuss how to 
form a foundation for a healthy pregnancy from 
pre-conception through each trimester. What to 
Expect When You Are Expecting is a perfect 
event for women who are currently 
expecting or who are considering 
getting pregnant.

This FREE event includes Q&A 
lecture, lunch, giveaways, 
and raffle prizes.

(v G arden  C ity  
^ H o s p i t a l

GCH.org



Local actor pens plays, performs unscripted improv
By Sharon Dargay

Sean.Paraventi's newest and 
oldest plays run simultaneously 
this month at two different thea­
ters in metro Detroit. And a 
third work hits the stage in 
April.

Not bad fo r a guy who wrote 
his firs t play after age 40.

“It's  unprecedented. I t ’s ex­
citing," said Paraventi, consider­
ing that three of his seven plays 
w ill be staged this spring. “ TVvo 
o f the plays overlap by two 
weeks."

The Bedford playwright and 
actor made his writing debut in 
2010 at the Magenta Giraffe 
Theatre Company with The 
Current, a play about a bache- 
lorette party that goes off-track 
when the bride-to-be and her 
friends visit a psychic. The 
comedy runs March 21 through 
April 13 at T\vo Muses Theatre 
in West Bloomfield.

On March 23, his newest 
work, Broken Pieces, about 
adult siblings who return home 
for their mother’s funeral, w ill 
be read at the Magenta Giraffe 
Theatre Company’s annual 
staged reading festival in De­
troit.

Magenta Giraffe w ill stage 
Paraventi's drama, Love Is 
Strange, which focuses on a 
twisted relationship between 
two lovers, April 4-26.

“I  try  to be character 
driven,”  he said. " I want plays 
that everyone can be enter­
tained at, not just theater people 
... where people aren't checking 
their phones, where the average 
working class can enjoy the 
play.

“When I'm  really in the zone,
I  just basically write until I feel 
I'm  done. I  find it helpful, even 
i f  I  do it on my own, to have 
actors come together and read 
it, to hear it  out loud and to have 
feedback.”

P la y w rig h t p rem iere
Paraventi said he was 

“ shocked” when the Magenta 
Giraffe, told him they planned 
to include The Current in their 
2010 season, after it  debuted in 
the annual staged reading festi­
val. He had started writing after

Angie Brayman (left) of Livonia and Sean Paraventi of 
Bedford work out a scene on stage at ComedySportz in 
Ferndale.

acting in a play that its author 
had self-produced.

“ During the rehearsal proc­
ess it inspired me. I  thought I 
wanted to give it a try. Writing 
was something I always wanted 
to do,”  he said.

Paraventi, who is single, 
grew up in Detroit surrounded 
by siblings who also wrote and 
acted. His sister, Maureen, is a 
playwright, novelist, actress, 
editor and musician, who earlier 
this year participated in TLC 
Production’s 24-hour play pro­
ject in Canton. Sister Tina is a 
musician and actress. And their 
late sister, K it, also was involved 
in theater.

He took business classes in 
community college, dropped out 
and moved to Los Angeles in the 
early 1990s.

" I did things opposite. When I 
moved to L.A. I didn’t move to 
be an actor,”  he said. “For a long 
time I  worked at Warner Broth­
ers as a security guard. I  lived 
in L.A. fo r over 10 years.”

Becoming an actor

Paraventi credits K it with 
encouraging him to take improv 
and acting classes. He trained 
with Gary Austin o f The 
Groundlings, which laid a foun­
dation fo r future improv work. 
He’s currently a regular cast 
member at ComedySportz in 
Ferndale. During the family- 
friendly Friday-Saturday shows, 
two teams of improvisers com­
pete in games and sketches for 
audience votes.

A fter returning to Michigan 
in 2003, Paraventi studied acting 
at The Pprple Rose Theatre, 
Tipping Point Theatre, and other 
venues. He has performed in 
commercials, film, television 
and in plays throughout south­
eastern Michigan, including, 
Waterworks Theatre’s outdoor 
Shakespeare productions in 
Royal Oak.

Between his acting and writ­
ing schedule, Paraventi found 
time to create his own business

ks 111 *

I f *

He also runs marathons. He 
started running in 2002 after he 
quit smoking and often trains 
along Hines Drive where he 
gives a wide berth to the Canada 
geese that "scare the hell" out of 
him as they cross his path.

“ I  ran the Free Press mara­
thon last October. I lot of my 
friends are training for spring 
marathons. I ’l l  probably do one 
in the fall."

For more about the Magenta 
Giraffe staged reading festival, 
visit magentagiraffe.org. For 
more about The Current at 1\vo 
Muses Theatre, visit twomus- 
estheatre.org. Read funny and 
fascinating facts about Paraven­
ti on his website, seanparaventi- 
.wordpress.com. Don’t believe 
the reference to heavyweight 
boxing at the end o f his acting 
resume — he says he put it  there 
to see i f  anyone reads all the 
way through.

ON  STAGE
» Hear a reading of Broken 
Pieces at 3 p.m. March 23 at 
Magenta Giraffe Theatre Com­
pany. at the Abreact Perfor­
mance Space, 1301 Lafayette,
No. 1301, Detroit. A workshop- 
style discussion will follow the 
reading. Broken Pieces, which is 
about four grown siblings who 
return home to attend the 
funeral of their mother, is one 
of six plays selected for the 
Magenta Giraffe's sixth annual 
staged reading festival, March 
21-23. Admission is by donation. 
313-408-7269; www.magentagi- 
raffe.org.
» See The Current at 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 21 through April 
13, staged by Two Muses Thea­
tre at Barnes & Noble Booksell­
ers, 6800 Orchard Lake Road, 
West Bloomfield.,The Current 
centers on a bachelorette party 
that takes an interesting turn 
when the bride-to-be and 
bridesmaids visit a psychic on 
their way to the bar and realize 
that, although they have been 
friends since high school, there 
is still more to learn more about 
each other and themselves. 
Advance tickets are $18 for 
adults and $15 for students and 
senior citizens, available at 
twomusestheatre.org or by 
Calling 248-850-9919. Tickets also 
available at the door for an 
additional $2. Opening night 
includes a bachelorette party 
with prizes and games at 7:20 
p.m. in the theater lobby. Audi­
ence members who stay after 
the show on Sundays will hear 
readings by area psychics. Do­
nate a gently used bridal gown 
and receive two free tickets. The 
gowns go to The Bride's Project, 
which raises funds for cancer 
support programs in the Ann

» Love Is Strange runs April 4-26 
at Magenta Giraffe Theatre 
Company, at the Abreact Perfor­
mance Space, 1301 Lafayette,
No. 1301 Detroit. The play looks 
at the relationship between two 
lovers with a horrifying hobby. 
No minors admitted without a 
parent. Check magentagiraffe- 
.org for performance times.

Get $100 when you open an 
Anytime...Anywhere Checking 
Account and set up direct deposit.*

You can manage your account anytime from  

just about anywhere!

•  FREE Internet Banking and Mobile App

•  FREE O nline/M obile Bill Pay

•  FREE Access to 3 0 ,0 0 0  ATMs Nationwide

•  FREE 7 Day a Week Lobby Service

C o m m u n i t y  A l l i a n c e

Main Office Livonia Branch
1 Auto Club Drive 37401 Plymouth Road
Dearborn, Ml 48126 Livonia, Ml 48150
800-287-0046 734-464-8079

communityalliancecu.org

on aft chy tofancr or 5500 or more ffi tf* tfedohg
,xt to. do an, onr d toiomq tonv our Vnj creda (onl, direa depovi
‘da Ofo ft)'Aanpe Offer apvs Ottsnter n ZOK
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Full Service Veterinary Hospital

TTT
D r . A v ta r  M a d a h a r  D .V .M . i Treating A ll Exotic an d  Pocket An im als  

R o a d  “ Quality Service a t an Affordable Price"(Just E. ol Wayne Road) ’
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REDFORD THEATRE
Enjoy our 1928 Barton Theatre Organ played 30 min. before each show I

BARBARA--------------f f f i f W

STANWYCK FONDA

Let PRESTON STURGES
E W l ’OfloGSSMD

GENE KELLY 
DONALD OCONNOR 

i DEBBIE REYNOLDS
March 28 -  8:00pm 

March 29 - 2:00 & 8:00pm

*  Doors open 1 hr. before the show Park in one of our FREE supervised parking lots!
*  Real butter on your popcorn 17360 Lahser Road, Detroit -(313) 537-2560

*  Affordable candy & beverages Buyticketson lineatredfordtheatre.com



f i s h  f r y
t ilT ie  at locar

churches
By Sharon Dargay

Catholic churches through­
out southeastern Michigan 
began fry ing, baking and bro il­
ing fish dinners w ith  the start 
o f Lent last week.

The seafood dinners help 
parishioners refrain from 
eating meat on Fridays before 
Easter, o ffe r a tasty treat to 
the community, and also build 
unity.

"We find that the fish fry  
events are a great way to bring 
the parish community togeth­
er. We get everyone, really — 
families, retirees, parishion­
ers, visitors — it's really a lot 
o f fun," said Brent Haase of 
Our Lady o f Good Counsel in 
Plymouth Tbwnship, where the 
OLGC Booster Club sponsors 
the dinner. "Our student ath­
letes play a big role in support­
ing our fish frys volunteering 
as servers and helping to seat 
customers. We have student 
athletes from  a different sport 
help out each week."

Most parishes o ffe r a twist 
on the standard fried fare, w ith 
other seafood or pasta options. 
St. Kenneth Parish in Ply­
mouth Tbwnship again w ill sell 
wine, clam chowder and salad 
in addition to its seafood din­
ners. Ss. Simon and Jude 
Catholic Community in West­
land added a combination plate 
to its  menu this year fo r the 
f irs t time.

Some parishes don't see the 
need to mess w ith a good thing.

“ I t ’s p re tty much the same 
as last year," said Evelyn Griw- 
icki o f St. Dunstan's in  Garden 
City, describing the fish fry  
menu . “We’ve gotten a lo t of 
good response to it."

Ready to chow down?

Here’s a sampling o f area fish 
fry  meals:

» Our Lady o f Good Coun­
sel, social hall, 42650 N. Terri­
torial Road, Plymouth Tbwn- 
ship: 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday 
through A pril 11. Adult dinners 
are $8, senior dinners are $7, 
children's menu fo r ages 6-12, 
is $5 and children, 5 and under 
eat fo r free. Adult and senior 
dinners include two 4-ounce 
pieces o f fried fish or one 8- 
ounce piece of baked fish or 
six pieces of shrimp. A combo 
meal o f shrimp and fried fish 
also is available. Dinners come 
with cole slaw, baked potato, 
roll. The children’s meal in­
cludes potato chips and apple­
sauce and offers a choice of 
fried fish, shrimp, chicken 
strips or macaroni and cheese. 
Carry-outs and a la carte avail­
able. 734-453-0326

» Our Lady o f Loretto, 17116 
Olympia, Redford: 4-7 p.m. 
Friday through April 18. Eat in 
or carry-out. Menu includes 
one- or two-piece fried fish and 
chips dinner, $6.75 and $8; 
shrimp dinner, $9.25; baked 
orange roughy, $9.75; baked 
file t of salmon, $9.50; clam 
strips and hush puppies, $7.25; 
combo dinner, $8.75; seafood 
platter, $10. Dinners come with 
cole slaw and roll; most include 
either fries or choice of baked 
potato or rice p ila f. Pierogi, 
fish sandwich, mac and cheese 
and pizza also available. 313- 
534-9000.

» Our Lady o f Sorrows, 
23815 Power Road, Farming­
ton: 4-8 p.m. Friday, March 28 
and April 11. Held in the school 
cafeteria, the fish fry  offers a 
fried or baked battered cod 
dinner that comes w ith French 
fries, ro ll, cole slaw and bever­
age. Cost is $9 fo r adults, $6 for

seniors, and $5 fo r chil­
dren, 6-12. A crab cake din­
ner also is available fo r $12, 
jumbo shrimp dinner is $10 
and macaroni and cheese is $4. 
Clam chowder, pizza from 
Livonia Italian Bakery and 
desserts are a la carte. 248-474- 
5720

» St. Aidan, 17500 Farming­
ton Road, Livonia: 5-7 p.m. 
through A pril 11. Dinners are 
$9 and include either broiled 
salmon or baked cod, and come 
with roasted potatoes, vegeta­
bles, cole slaw, roll, dessert, 
coffee tea, m ilk, pop or water. 
Children, age 10 and under, pay 
$5 fo r either mac and cheese 
or a fish dinner. 734-425-5950

» St. Damian, 30055 Joy 
Road, Westland: 5-7 p.m. F ri­
days through Lent. Menu in­
cludes deep fried cod, for 
$6-$9; baked haddock, $8: sea­
food platter, $7; shrimp, $9; 
crab cakes, $10; herb-grilled 
salmon, $11; and pierogi dinner, 
$7. A ll dinners come with cole 
slaw, ro ll, drink and either 
baked potato or fries. 734-421- 
6130

» St. Dunstan’s, 1515 Belton, 
Garden City: 4-7 p.m. Friday 
through A pril 18. Fish may be 
ordered baked or fried. A one- 
piece fish dinner is $5.50; two 
pieces are $7; three pieces are 
$8.50. Shrimp dinners and 
combo plates also are $8.50. 
Dinners include fries or baked 
potato or macaroni and cheese, 
along w ith salad or coleslaw, a 
ro ll and beverage. Pizza and 
other items are available a la 
carte. 734-425-6720

» St. Genevieve-St. Maurice, 
in the activities center, 29015 
Jamison, Livonia: 5-7 p.m. w ith 
a 4:30 early b ird special for 
senior citizens, Friday, through 
A p ril 11. The menu includes a

weekly “ Seafood Special" that 
changes weekly, fo r $10; fried 
white cod or seasoned baked 
cod; fried fish nuggets; maca­
roni and cheese, and cheese 
pizza. Meals include New Eng­
land clam chowder or “ soup of 
the day,” baked potato or 
French fries, steamed vegeta­
bles, cole slaw, ro ll and coffee 
or punch. Cost is $9 fo r adults, 
$8 fo r seniors, $7 fo r the half- 
hour early bird senior special, 
and $6 fo r children, 12 and 
under. 734-427-5220

» St. Kenneth, 14951N. Hag­
gerty, Plymouth Township: 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday through 
Lent. Good Friday hours are 
5-7 p.m. on A p ril 18. Dinners 
include fried fish, $5; baked 
tilapia or baked salmon, $6; 
fish platter or shrimp basket, 
$6.50. Dinners come with 
baked potato or fries, green 
beans, salad, and beverage. 
Child’s portion o f fish or mac 
and cheese also served. Clam 
chowder, desserts and wine 
available a la carte. 734-420- 
0288

» St. Mary, 34530 Michigan 
Ave., Wayne: 4-7 p.m. Friday 
through A pril 4. The $9 dinner 
includes a choice o f fried fish, 
baked fish or shrimp, and 
comes w ith a choice of fries or 
baked potato. The $6 dinner 
offers mac and cheese, fried 
fish or baked fish and a choice 
o f fries or baked potato. A ll 
dinners come with cole slaw, 
ro ll and beverage. Carry-out or

dine in. 734-721-8745 
» St. Michael the 

Archangel, 11441 Hub­
bard, Livonia: 4:30-7 

p.m. Friday, through 
A pril 11. Dinners feature 
baked or fried, hand- 
dipped Atlantic cod, mac 
and cheese, green beans, 

french fries, rolls, butter, 
and beverages. Adults, $9; 

seniors and take-out, $8; kids, 
3-13, $5; and kids under 3, free. 
734-261-1455, Ext. 200

» St. Raphael Parish, 31530 
Beechwood Ave., Garden City: 
4:30-7 p.m. F riday through 
Lent. Good Friday hours are 
3-7 p.m. on A pril 18. Battered 
Icelandic haddock dinner, 
shrimp dinner and combo din­
ners are $8.50 each. Sandwich 
plate is $7. Dinners include 
fries or mashed potato, coles­
law, roll, and beverage. Pizza 
slices are $3-$4. Carry-out 
available. 734427-1533 

» St. Robert Bellermine, 
corner o f West Chicago Road 
and Inkster Road, Redford: 4-7 
p.m. Friday, during Lent. Deep 
fried or baked cod, along with 
three side dishes, roll and bev­
erage is $8.75 fo r adults and 
$4.75 fo r kids, under 12. Side 
dishes include soup, salad, mac 
and cheese, cole slaw, vegeta­
ble, rice pilaf, fries, baked 
potato or hush puppies. Weekly 
special is $10.25. Soup and 
salad bar is $8.75. Mac and 
cheese dinner and pizza also 
available. Seniors, 60 and older, 
receive $1 discount on dinners. 
313-937-1500

» Ss. Simon and Jude Catho­
lic  Community, 32500 Palmer, 
Westland: 4:30-7:30 p.m. Friday 
through A pril 11. Dinners are 
$8 and include two pieces of 
fried fish, one piece of baked 
fish or six pieces o f fried 
shrimp and include cole slaw, 
choice of potato, ro ll, beverage 
and dessert. A combination 
dinner is available this year 
fo r $10. Children's fish dinner 
is $6. Mac and cheese and 
grilled cheese also available. 
Carry-out or dine in. 734-722- 
1343

School supporters

Livonia-based Gallagher Fire Equipment Co. owners Alan and Rebecca Ross enjoy the 13th annual 
Unabashed Bashed at the Townsend Hotel. The event raised more than $130,000 for the Birmingham 
Education Foundation, juue voiles

Appliance fires 
underscore need 

for recall awareness
A fte r w riting about the. 195 

m illion recalled appli­
ances that are currently 

in American homes, my phone 
lines and computer have been 
very busy. One o f the calls was 
from state Sen.Pat Colbeck who 
is looking into the matter to see 
what he can do.

As I've stated before, we 
need a system that informs a 
consumer any time there is a 
recall on an appliance. Right 
now, we have nothing and peo­
ple are dying needlessly and 
homes are burning down and 
it ’s a crying shame that little  
attention has been given to this 
very serious problem. With 
today’s technology, you would 
think that a little  red ligh t could 
be installed on the console o f an 
appliance and i f  there is a re­
call on the particular model 
number, the manufacturer 
could f lip  a switch at the fac­
tory and everybody is made 
aware. This might have helped 
Lorraine who dropped me an 
email just after my previous 
column h it the stands.

She writes: “ Joe, I  am a sen­
ior who has followed your ad­
vice fo r many many years. I 
was victim  o f a dishwasher fire  
a long while back and the only 
thing I could do was spend my 
money to replace it. I  always 
look fo r a positive though, and 
this one was that we were in the 
basement as I was getting 
ready to leave fo r work and 
te lling my husband goodbye. I 
kept th inking I could smell 
something unusual like some­
thing melting. I  walked up the 
stairs to leave and just glanced 
in the kitchen and my empty 
dishwasher that had not been 
run since the day before, was 
on fire  burning through the 
door. I  shudder to think what 
would have happened i f  I had 
not noticed, like my husband 
trapped in the basement and 
burning to death. I  moved on, 
repaired the damage and 
thought about the good part. I 
know I  would have recourse i f  
i t  happened today. I  am al) for 
you getting that law into effect. 
We do need protection and ap­
pliances are just as important 
as cars. Joe, you have been the 
most considerate, knowledge­

able, caring and sharing person 
in the field beyond a doubt. I 
commend you and thank you 
from  the bottom o f my heart.”

Fau lty  m icrow ave
Folks, Lorraine is jus t one 

example o f what I ’m w riting 
about and you can imagine how 
many stories like this and 
worse are being to ld by many 
appliance owners across this 
country. Her story reminds me 
o f the time I  was working the 
stage at a home improvement 
show and a lady came up to me 
and told me of her daughter’s 
recent death. The daughter 
took a nap, the house caught 
fire  and the young g ir l died.
The fire  department deter­
mined that the fire  started in 
the microwave oven. The insur­
ance company said the daugh­
ter had placed something in the 
microwave and then went to 
bed. The mother insisted that 
her daughter was much more 
responsible than that. She 
would never do something like | 
that. As I  sat there w ith tears 
rolling down my checks and her 
just sobbing, all I  could do was 
o ffer my condolences. I've 
never forgotten that scene and 
when recently I  read a report 
that stated, "microwave ovens 
are coming on by themselves" I 
thought o f that grieving moth-

I  don't know how long I w ill 
continue doing radio shows and 
w riting this column as old age 
is making some unwanted 
gains. But before I  go to appli­
ance heaven I  am determined

makes someone accountable 
and creates a system that 
makes a homeowner aware of 
an appliance recall. Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heard at 8 a.m., 
Saturdays on WAAM 1600. You can 
email your problems and questions on 
appliances to appldr@twmi.rr.com.



MILESTONES

ENGAGEMENT

CAMPANELLA-MLOSTEK

Sheila Baker-Kulig and Mat­
thew Ku lig o f Livonia, with 
Michael Campanella of West­
land are very pleased to an­
nounce the engagement o f their 
daughter, Ashley Elizabeth 
Campanella, to Michael Mlos- 
tek, son o f Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Mlostek o f Dearborn Heights.

The future bride is a 2005 
graduate o f Churchill High 
School in Livonia, and currently 
studies nursing at Delta College 
in Bay City. The future groom is 
a 2001 graduate o f Crestwood 
High School in Dearborn 
Heights, and is employed with 
Consumers Energy as a power 
plant operator in Essexville.

The couple w ill be married in 
October 2014 at the Newburg 
Church, located at Greenmead 
Historical Village, Livonia. A 
reception w ill follow at the Livo­
nia Ita lian American Club.

The couple resides in Bay 
City.

GARDEN & NATURE
Send material fo r the Garden 

& Nature Calendar to Sharon 
Dargay, Observer &  Eccentric; 
sdargay@hometownlife.com.

M a p le  sugaring
» Maple Sugaring in Your Own 

Backyard runs 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 23, at Heritage Park,
24914 Farmington Road, Far­
mington Hills. The cost fo r each 
class is $7 per person or $21 per 
fam ily of four. A ll materials are 
provided, as well as take-home 
resources. Dress fo r the weather 
— a portion o f the program is 
outdoors. Pre-registration is 
required online at httpsV/re- 
creg.fhgov.com or at the Costick 
Center, 2860011 M ile, Farming­
ton Hills. For more information, 
call 248-477-1135 or email as- 
mith@fhgov.com.

» Wayne County Parks offers 
a 90-minute maple sugaring pro­
gram at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and noon, 
March 15 and 22 at Cass Benton 
Park, located o ff o f Northville 
Road, north o f Six M ile, in North­
ville . Participants w ill learn the 
history o f maple sugaring, take a 
hike into the woods fo r a tree- 
tapping demonstration and w ill 
taste maple syrup on pancakes. 
Cost is $6 per child and $2 per 
child fo r Wayne County resi­
dents. Add $1 per person for 
non-residents. Advance regis­
tration and prepayment is re­
quired at the Wayne County 
Parks office, 33175 Ann Arbor 
TYail, Westland, M I 48185 or by 
phone at 734-261-1990.

» "Maple's Sweet Story,”  runs 
noon-3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday 
through March at Kensington 
Metropark Farm Center near 
M ilford/Brighton. Take a guided 
walk through the farm's sugar 
bush to learn the secrets o f tap­
ping a tree. Watch sap being 
boiled down into maple syrup at 
the sugar shack. Maple syrup 
products w ill be available fo r 
sale and to sample. The fee is $5 
fo r adults; $3 fo r seniors and 
children, 3-12; children under 3 
are free. For more information 
call Kensington Metropark at 
248-684-8632.

B u tte r fly  g arden
Local gardener John B la ir w ill 

use a PowerPoint presentation at 
the next meeting o f the Wayne 
Garden Club to show how he built 
his bu tte rfly garden. The meet­
ing is set fo r 12:30 p.m. Wednes­

day, March 12, at the Wayne Pub­
lic  Library, 3737 S. Wayne Road, 
Wayne. Refreshments w ill be 
served, fo r more information, 
call 734-716-0780 or email dar- 
hawley3479@wowway.com.

B u tte rflies  and  m oths
.Brenda Dziedzic, author and 

co-founder o f the Southeast 
Michigan Butte rfly Association 
(SEMBA) w ill talk about the life 
cycles of butterflies and moths at 
SEMBA’s next meeting, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 19, at Nankin 
M ills  Nature Center, 33175 Ann 
Arbor Trail, Westland. She’l l also 
identify some of the dangers they 
encounter and w ill explain how to 
protect them by raising them 
indoors. $3 fo r non-members. 
Parking available on Hines Drive 
or Ann Arbor Trail. Questions? 
email semba@sembabutterf- 
ly.com.

Frog &  to a d  w orkshops
Friends o f the Rouge w ill hold 

a training workshop, 10 a.m.- 
noon, Saturday, March 15, at 
Northville Township Hall, fo r its 
17th annual Rouge Frog & Toad 
Survey.

Participants w ill learn to iden­
tify  frog and toad calls, a skill 
needed to conduct a survey this 
spring. Surveyors are assigned 
their own survey area within the 
Rouge River watershed. Surveys 
are conducted independently on 
a warm spring evening after 
dark in March through mid-May.

The Township hall is located at 
44405 Six M ile, Northville. For 
more information, v isit www.the- 
rouge.org.

English G ardens
» Learn which herbs to grow 

in  your garden during a free 
presentation, 1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 15.

» Make a kitchen herb garden 
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, March 15. 
Fee is $19.99. Sign up online at 
englishgardens.com.

» Learn the secrets to a beauti­
fu l lawn at a free presentation, 1 
p.m. Saturday, March 22.

Area stores are at 155 N. Ma­
ple, Ann Arbor, 734-332-7900; 
22650 Ford Road, Dearborn 
Heights, 313-278-4433; 4901 Coo- 
lidge Highway, Royal Oak, 248- 
280-9500; and 6370 Orchard Lake 
Road, West Bloomfield; 248-851- 
7506.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Deadlines: Friday. 15 p.m. for Sunday paper • Wednesday. 9:4 i. for Thursday paper

BEGIN-KISH,
LOIS ANN

of Westland, former resident of 
Garden City, Michigan. February 
28. 2014 age 85. Beloved mother 
of Scott (Doreen) Begin, Bruce 
(Beth) Begin, and Brian Begin. 
Loving grandmother of Amanda. 
Mike, ■Katie. Holly, Jonathan Be­
gin. Survived by brother Fred

LA ID LA W , 
W ALTER "STUART”

n Detroit on Decern
:r 10. IS to the 1 : Wall

la Sophia
Mattson, both from Finland 
Memorial Service March 9. at 
4:30 p.m. in Huntington Woods 
Lutheran Church, 12935 W. II 
Mile Rd. Visiting.in church 
begins at 3:30 p.m.

BLACKW ELL, 
NANCY J.

March 6, 2014. age 78. Graduate 
of Plymouth High School, class 
of 1954. Beloved wife of 58 
years to Richard. Dear mother of 
Christine and Robert Cwynar

grandmother of Melody Norman 
and Matthew and Christina 
Cwynar. Visitation Sunday 3p.m. 
until 8p.m. at the Schrader- 
Howell Funeral Home. 280 
South Main Street, Plymouth 
where funeral services will be 
conducted on Monday 10:30a.m. 

Share your memories at 
wwwschrader-howell.com

GUNDLACH 
CAROLYN BENSON

Age 96. Bom August 30. 1917 in 
Buffalo. New York. Died Febru­
ary 26, 2014 in Novi. ML 
Daughter of Carolyn and Ralph 
Cooley Benson. Predeceased by 
her husband Theodore J.

dren Terry (Ten) Gundlach. Rick 
(Janie) Gundlach, Carol (the late 
Gary) Bielaniec; 6 grandchildren 
and 8 great-grandchildren. Caro­
lyn attended the Buffalo Semina­
ry and Oberlin College. Carolyn 
will be remembered as a cherish­
ed wife, mother, grandmother 
and friend. She enjoyed volun­
teering. church activities, bridge, 
sewmg. needlework, gardening

abelh Laidlaw. Stuart

pital on February 22. 2014. 
Brother of Elizabeth "Christine" 
Welch (Ken), Richard "Bruce" 
Laidlaw (Andrea), and the late 
Duncan Laidlaw (Nancy). He 
had 17 nieces and nephews. 
Smart attended Detroit public 
schools: Holcomb Elementary
and Rcdford High School. He 
graduated from Birmingham

MCDONALD, JACK
February 26. 2014. age 86 Be­
loved husband of the late Bever­
ly. Dear father of Greg (Vickie) 
and James (Amy) McDonald. 
Also leaves six grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren. 
Visitation Saturday. March 15 
from 2 p.m. until time of the me-

High St

sculptor Marshall Fredericks 
when creating The Spirit of De­
troit. He went on to work in a 
bronze sculpture foundty in New

Birmingham. and Madison 
Heights. Stuart was active in city 
government and honored for his

Cable Board as well as other mu­
nicipal activities. Stuart had 
many interests and his friends 
and family will miss him dearly.

urday. March 15, 3 p.m. until 
Memorial Service at 5 p.m. at 
A.J. Desmond & Sons (Vasu. 
Rodgers & Connell Chapel), 
32515 Woodward (between 13- 
14 Mile). In lieu of flowers, fam­
ily suggests memorial tributes to 
Easter Seals. Dreams Unlimited 
Clubhouse. 1222 Catalpa, Royal 
Oak. Ml 48067 View obituary
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WARD, DOTTIE M.
March 4. 2014. age 86 of Ply­
mouth. Beloved wife of the late 
Harry Ward, and former wife of 
Ned Stilton. Loving mother of 
Timothy (Sandra) of Canton, and 
Daniel (Jennifer) of Royal Oak. 
Proud grandmother of Sean Pat­
rick Ward of Chicago, Megan 
(Josh) Green of Pinckney. Bran­
don MacDonald Ward of Detroit, 
Brittany Ward of Femdalc and 
Great Grandmother of Maggie 
Green. Dear sister of the late 
Raeburn (Delores) Davis, and 
the late Dan (Donna) Davis. Spe­
cial aunt to Lynn Easton of CA, 

Greg (Carol) Easton of Utah.

. The n

Also

■ friet
Services were held at First Pres­
byterian Church. Plymouth Ar-

neral Home. Plymouth. Memori­
als may be made to Karmanos 
Cancer Foundation. To share a 
memory, please visit

vermeulenfuneralhome.com

Vermeulen
FUNERAL HOME

L e t  o th e rs  k n o w .. .

e lost a

tlce
place your no- 

our website and In 
"Passages", 

a directory located in 
every edition of your 

Observer or Eccentric 
newspaper.

M A R C H
BETHANY
Time/Date: 8 p.m.-midnight 
Saturday, March 29 
Location: Don Hubert VFW 
Hall, 27345 Schoolcraft Bedford 
Details: Bethany Together 
Dance admission is $13 and 
includes beer, wine, soft drinks 
and snacks. Dance lesson from 
7:30-8 p.m. Attire is business 
casual. Bethany is an organiza­
tion under the auspices of the 
Archdiocese of the Detroit. It 
provides peer support to the 
divorced and separated of all 
Christian faiths 
Contact 248-988-0454 
BREAKFAST 
Time/Date: 8:30-1130 a.m. 
Sunday, March 16 
Location: St. Theodore Social 
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road, 
Westland
Details: French toast, pancakes, 
ham, sausage, scrambled eggs, 
applesauce, coffee, tea, juice, 
milk; $3 adults, $1.50 children,

Contact: 734-425-4421 
CONCERT
Time/Date: 730 p.m. Monday, 
March 17
Location: Congregation B'nai 
Moshe. 6600 Drake, West 
Bloomfield
Details: Violinist Kara Fenyo 
Bahcall and Pianist Noemi 
Maczelka will perform works by 
Hungarian Jewish composer 
Karoly Goldmark. A kosher 
desseert reception follows. 
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at 
the door and $10 for B'nai 
Moshe members and their 
guests
Contact: 248-788-0600: 
www.bnaimoshe.org12:45 p.m. 
EGG HUNT
Time/Date: 12:45 p.m. Saturday, 
April 12
Location: Faith Community 
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri- 
man, Uvonia
Details: Family Easter cele­
bration includes an egg hunt 
games and crafts for the chil­
dren, along with the Easter 
story. Bring a basket to collect 
eggs
Contact Melissa at 734-466- 
8694
EXERCISE CLASS
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. Monday, 
March 10 through April 14 
Location: St. John Neumann 
Parish, 44800 Warren Road,

Details: Joe Mason, certified 
personal fitness trainer leads a 
class that includes aerobic 
movements for warm-up, bal-

repetitions with light hand 
weights, followed by yoga- 
oriented strength and stretch

WEBER, GUMMING 
DORIS MERLE 

(nee Swindlehurst)
I, peacefully passed away Feb­

ruary 13, 2014, in Ann Arbor. 
Ml. She is survived by her four 
children. Bruce. Bev Money 
(Robert). Cynthia, Darryl (Ka­
therine), and her four grandchil­
dren, Anne Marie Rego. Bill 
Money. James Wilkinson and Ju-

grandson Ashton Rego. She is 
predeceased by her seven broth­
ers and her husbands Robert 
Gumming (d. 1945) and Harold 
Weber (d. 1976). Doris was a 
graduate of Barbizon Modeling

to dance.. She 
Rcdford Suburban League and 
co-wrote the children's book 
“Binkie. the Forgetful Clown" 
and the hilarious play “My Aunt 
Wears Old Army Boots," both 
successful fundraisers for the 
charity. Later, she worked as a 
bookkeeper with her son Bruce 
at Weber's Floral Gifts for 20

Ireland, England, Alaska, Ha­
waii, Sweden, Russia and Italy. 
She made friends wherever she

t date; please 
contact the family via DorisWeb 
erMemorial@gmail com for de­
tails. In lieu of flowers, the fami­
ly suggests donations to School­
craft College Foundation. 18600 
Haggerty Rd., Livonia, 48162.

al and back 
exercises and final cool down.
$42 for six weeks 
Contact 734-455-5910 
GRIEF SUPPORT 
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. Wednes­
day, beginning March 12 for five 
consecutive weeks 
Location: St. Michael the Arch­
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard.

Details: “Grieving with Great 
Hope" is for anyone who is 
mourning the loss of a loved 
one. It is conducted by Good 
Mourning Ministry, a local 
Catholic bereavement organiza­
tion co-founded by John and 
Sandy O'Shaughnessy. Register 
through the ministry's website 
or the church
Contact 734-261-1455; good- 
moumingministry.net 
GRIEFSHARE 
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday, 
beginning March 16 
Location: Faith Community 
Church, 14560 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: This 13-week, non- 
denominational program fea­
tures Christ-centered, biblical 
teaching that focuses on grief 
topics associated with the death 
of a loved one. Includes a video 
seminar featuring grief experts 
and real-life stories: support 
group discussion and workbook- 
based personal study and reflec­
tion. Grief-related handouts 
available weekly. Fee is $15 and 
includes the workbook 
Contact: pastor Roger Wright at 
313-682-7491 
LENTEN SERVICE 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
through April 9 
Location: Lola Park Lutheran 
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Bedford 
Details: Theme is "From Garden 
to Glory"
Contact: 313-532-8655 or 734- 
968-3523
LENTEN SERVICE
Time/Date: Noon-1 p.m., 
Wednesday through Lent 
Location: Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, 14175 Far­
mington Road, Uvonia 
Details: Worship followed by a 
light lunch
Contact 734-522-6830 
LENTEN SOUP, 
DISCUSSION 
Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. soup 
dinner; 7:15 p.m. video presenta­
tion and discussion, Tuesday. 
March 18,25, April 1 and April 8 
Location: Trinity Church, 34500 
Six Mile, between Levan and 
Farmington Road, Livonia 
Details: "Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality" will be co-led by 
Pastors Sob Hoey and Allen 
Kannapell

Contact 734-425-2800 
LENTEN VESPERS
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday,

Location: St. Lazarus Serbian 
Orthodox Cathedral Ravanica, 
4575 E.Outer Drive, Detroit 
Details: The Very Rev. Roman 
Star, pastor of St. Innocent of 
Irkutsk Orthodox Church, Red-

five Lenten services. The homilist 
will be the Very Rev. George 
Shalhoub, pastor of the Anti­
ochian Orthodox Basilica of St. 
Mary, Livonia
Coming up: The second vespers 
service will be held at 6 p.m. 
Sunday, March 16 at Ss. Peter & 
Paul Romanian Orthodox 
Church, 750 N. Beech Daly, 
Dearborn Heights.
Contact: 734-422-0278; pascha- 
books®sbcglobal.net 
RELATIONSHIP 
SEMINAR
Time/Date: 7 p.m. March 10-13; 
with banquet at 6 p.m. March 14 
Location: Plymouth Seventh- 
day Adventist Church, 4295 
Napier, Plymouth 
Details: Emerson Eggerichs talks 
aboutunderstanding and com­
municating with the opposite 
sex in this seminar on DVD; 
admission free, optional work­
book available for $8 
Contact Register at 989-965- 
4861
SERMON, BIBLE SERIES
Time/Date: 8 a.m. traditional, 11 
a.m. traditional and contempo­
rary services
Location: St. Matthew, 5885 N. 
Venoy, north of Warren Road, 
Westland
Details: Six-week sermon series 
and Bible study, “40 Days in the 
Word,” began March 2 
Contact 734-425-0260 
SEVEN DEADLY SINS 
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. Thursday, 
through April 10 
Location: St. Michael the Arch­
angel Parish, 11441 Hubbard, 
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia 
Details: The Siena Heights 
University Campus Ministry team 
will lead this series for teens. The

ert Barron's new video series 
that focuses on the way pride, 
envy, anger, sloth, gluttony, 
greed, and lust may affect a 
person's life and relationships 
with God and others. Includes 
suggestions for "curing" each 
sin. Registration is required; cost 
is $12.95 for accompanying study 
guide
Contact 734-261-1455, Ext. 207;

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 9
Location: St. Paul's Preschool 
and Daycare, 20805 Middlebelt, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Child care for ages 2 Yt 
and up; preschool for ages 3-4; 
Young Fives class; extended care 
and summer camp for all ages 
Contact: 248-474-2488 
WOMEN'S RETREAT 
Time/Date: 8 a.m.-3p.m. Sat­
urday, March 29 
Location: Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, 14175 Far­
mington Road, Livonia 
Details: Guest speaker, Carolyn 
Bira of Holy Cross-Flushing, will 
present "Identity Check: Remind 
Me Who I Am?” Dexter High 
School Chamber Quintet is the 
musical entertainment. Cost is 
$25, which includes a continen­
tal breakfast and box lunch. 
Registration forms are available

O N G O IN G
CLASSES/STUDY
Men’s Bible study 
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and study at.8 a.m.
Location: Kirb/s Coney Island, 
21200 Haggerty. Northville 
Township
Contact: John Shulenberger at
734-464-9491
Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Redford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000 
St. MlcJiael the Archangel 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. the 
second and fourth Thursday. 
Location: School library, 11441 
Hubbard, just south of Plymouth 
Road, Livonia
Details: Catholic author and 
Bible scholar Gary Michuta leads 
the study of Acts of the Apos-

Contact: 734-261-1455, Ext. 200, 
or www.livoniastmichael.org 
Ward Presbyterian 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Mondays 
Location: Room A101,40000 W. 
Six Mile, Northville Township 
Details: Learner's Bible study is

Contact: 248-374-5920 
FAMILY COMMUNITY 
MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: The Salvation Army, 
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
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^ #Hound Dog I

If

, „  YOU bUiH d 
B m lW P W '^ n ^ y e d h o m e

Pc“ w w ' '" V ° P 'OW^ o Z E N .th e  DVD Disney sFROz t

Februa ry  V a len tine  
C o lo rin g  C ontest W inner
Damian Born, age 8 from  

H ighland, Mi w on a 
$ 10 G ift card to  Toys R Us.

RAIN AND OTHER PRECIPITATION IS 

PART OF THE ONGOING WATER 
CYCLE OF THE PLANET. WATER 
EVAPORATES FROM OCEANS 
AND LAKES. FORMS 
CONDENSATION IN CLOUDS.!
THEN FALLS SACK TO THE EARTH.

M  is  F U N !

r.
Join Scoop’s 

Birthday Club!
Name:

Address:

City: Zip:

Date o f Birth:

Boy or Girl:

Email:

Phone:

•Parent’s Printed Name:

•Parent’s Signature:

Fill out the form and have your parents 
fill in their name and signature.
Clip and mail, it’s that easy!
* Required for Birthday Club

H h p p v  
B ir t h d pv
M ich a e l Led b e tte r
L iv o n ia ......................................M arch 3
Ryan S um ner
M ilfo rd  ......   M arch 3
A ddison D arnell
N o v i  ..........................M arch 14
Laela Law rence
N o v i ...........................................M arch 21
G race Lejzorow icz
W alled  Lake...;......................... M arch 27
Ryan Finley
L ivon ia  ................................. .M a rc h  28

V ”?  Visit Us on 
^  Facebook
facebook.com/ScoopThe Newshound

Design/Layout:*
Randall Masters, Graphic Artist

Interested In becoming a sponsor of Scoop's Mound Oog 
Highlights or have general questions?

E N G L I S H :  S n o w  

S P A N I S H :  N ie v e  

I T A L I A N :  N e ve  

F R E N C H :  N e ig e  

G E R M A N :  S chn e e

Crossword Puzzle

A C R O S S
1. M a k in g  o f  h igher 

temperature 
3. Negative
5. In a short time
6. In  a d iffe ren t w ay
7. Sm all, fla t pieces 

som ething

D O W N
1. C o ld  season
2. Frozen 

p rec ip ita tion
4. W hole  num ber
5. Eaten between 

meals

SMjeu t , Mauy'9 uoos‘£ k>n '£ Suiuue^ ' i

:sj»A\suy

The month of March is recognized as Youth Art Month. 
Many schools take this opportunity to feature 
student's works o f art. Did you create an art piece? 
Share it w ith us. Selected items will be featured in next 
month’s Scoop's Hound Dog Highlights and on Scoop's 
Facebook page. Send a scanned picture or photograph 
o f your artwork along with your name, age and 
community. It would be great to include a photo of 
you holding your art piece if possible.

M y Hero
By Trevor Quattlander

anders gets the ball. Barry Sanders 
inly my hero but my Idol. I try every 

; to run the ball to never go 
rn just like Barry

Although he wasn't 
the fastest player on 
the field, he had

to the outside and fi 
running style and th

running style like

/asn't there he would ■ 
ole. I think he h 
'hy I admire him

Jack The N oble  K n igh t
b y  G riffin  Bryan

Once upon a time, a noble knight named Jack was guarding 
the king's castle when a messenger came to him and told 
him that a fierce and deadly dragon was terrorizing a city 
called Yanglehest, which was about 30 miles from the city 

lat he was In called Edellbrook.
Iso, he said the king had 
■quested Jack personally because 
ick was a noble and brave knight.

A
IM I
W

A day later Jack set off on his journey to Yangle- 
test to slay the mighty dragon. He took food, 
irmor, and supplies in case he needed them. In 

. two days Jack had finally reached Yanglehest and 
“  what he saw was unimaginable. Houses were 

aurned to shreds. Villagers were running around 
crazily: and above him flying around was the 

Griffin Bryan dragon! Quickly, Jack ran as fast as he could Into
the nearby house of about ten villagers to take 

cover from the dragon. He asked the villages In the house If they knew 
howto kill the dragon but they said they didn't. One of the villagers told 
Jack that three warriors had tried to kill the dragon, but two of them fled. 
One of the warriors cut off the dragon's head but It grew two more heads 
and then the dragon ate him! Jack nervously sald.'OK'and then he went 
out to face the dragon. Jack snuck around the outer wall of the house so 
he wouldn't be seen by the dragon, but the dragon saw him come out of 
the house. It swooped down and tried to eat Jack but Jack slit both of Its 
throats. Jack then Immediately remembered what the villager had told 
him and said to himself, 'Oh no...', and then the dragon grew three headsl 
So then Jack panicked and ran straight toward the dragon with his 

e put the sword right in the dragon’s heart. Then 
died Instantly and became ashes.

The people <

Courtesy o f  M e tro  C reative

mglehest praised Jack

ack whenever he wanted. The two tot 
md Yanglehest lived happily ever after

told

M a il  c o n te s t  e n tr ie s ,  
b ir t h d a y  fo rm s  a n d  

t a le n t  s u b m is s io n s  to :

S c o o p  t h e  N e w s h o u n d , O b s e rv e r  & E c c e n tric  M e d ia ,  6 1 5  W . La f a y e t t e ,  D e t r o i t  M i  4 8 2 2 6  

o r  e m a il  y o u r  s u b m is s io n  to  c b jo r d a n (a )h o m e to w n life .c o m  b y  |

W inning subm issions w ill be announced in  a fu tu re  Scoop's H ound D og H igh lights.

March 28



I v i f t i c h

A Show case of 
th e  L a te s t F ash io n s o f 

N ew  K itch en a id  A ppliances! r

E C i - t c K e n / l t i c f i
What s 

C o o k in g
P a m  r

March 28thSave on app liances 
tha t com plete  your 

kitchen w ith  th is 
exclusive invitation 30 M in u te  M eals

Delicious easy recipes 
you can have on the 
table in  30 m inutes or 
less. M e a l p la n n in g  fo r a 
busy schedule

Everyone Welcome.

R ece ive up  to

® i o o o
MasterCard Prepaid Card by mail with purchase of select KitchenAld® Brand appliances

P O W E R .
P E R F O R M A N C E .  
S A V IN G S

R ece ive  a $1 
M a s te rC a rd *  P repaid  
C ard  b y  m a il w h e n  you  
p u rcha se  s e le c t Maytag®'
la u n d ry

C o o k  U p  a 
S to r m  E v e n t

a

Receive a $ 5 0  - $ 5 0 0  
M asterC ard®  Prepaid  
C ard b y mail w hen  you 
purchase select M aytag®  
kitchen appliances.

ir valid 02/20/2014 thru 04/22/2014

M A Y T A G  I

Visit us on Facebook
(till r  TJnA*. Sign up  to  receive no tifica tion  o f upcom ing events! "WhtdpOOl
D il l  Cl l \ v Q  S Quality Factory Trained Technicians .... J jg jjjg  . A /

V, 1 OTumcESSMATTnESSES—  www.billandrodsappiiance.com ' j fK Z e t 'f  a
Honest and Pependable .  ,  ^  ,

&  s ince 1961 15870 Midtiiebeit Road
SALES. SERVICE. PARTS I P  t3  *  ©

f

7 34 -425 -5040
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Do background check on potential employer
By Alina Dizik

Contributung Writer
Job seekers aren't the only 

ones who should undergo a 
lengthy background check; 
it's important that candidates 
research the company, too. Any­
thing from pending lawsuits, 
bankruptcies or layoffs can be 
enough to raise a red flag. It's 
important to understand what 
you're getting into before ac­
cepting any position.

Doing background research 
also will help you ask all the 
right questions during an 
interview and impress hiring 
managers. Not sure where to 
start when it comes to research­
ing the company?

Here's how  to  conduct 
your own background 
check on a potential 

employer:

Check the finances 
“Always look at the financial 

stability of the company," says 
Jonny Laurent, vice president

and general manager of Sage 
Employer Solutions, a recruiting 
firm. While it may be difficult 
to find specific information for 
a private company, it's impor­
tant to try. Do online research, 
search local news sources and 
ask former or current employ­
ees — do some quick digging 
to make sure your employer 
is viable. When companies 
experience important financial 
events like bankruptcies, there's 
a greater chance you'll be able 
to find out about them and track

Gauge the company culture
Speaking to current or former 

employees can help you under­
stand whether you're a cultural 
fit with the company before you 
take the job. I f  you’re not com­
fortable with areas of a com­
pany's culture, it can hurt your 
career. For example, a place 
that prizes cutthroat tactics to 
get ahead may be the wrong fit 
for someone who is looking for 
a team-oriented environment. 
“Find people in your network 
or close to your network who

^ 7

C O G N IT IO N

do work or have worked for 
them and start a dialogue." says 
Laurent, who suggests Linkedln 
as a good start. “Unless there is 
overwhelming evidence that the 
company is a bad fit. do not sell 
the company short and still inter­
view, but now you can interview 
with open eyes."

Check its  problem ­
solv ing record

The way a company approach­
es problems can be a good indi­
cator of whether you'd want to 
work there and how the company 
treats its workforce. Before tak­
ing a job, find out ‘'what has been 
the company's greatest challenge 
over the past year and how have 
they approached and solved the 
problem." says Jayne Mattson, 
senior vice president of Keystone 
Associates, a career management 
company with offices in New 
England. In a weak economy, it 
can be especially telling to see 
how a company has dealt with 
tough times. For example, if 
it's been able to grow an area of- 
its business -- and you're being 
hired for a new position -- it can 
be a sign of good leadership.

Track layo ffs and career 
progression

For most people, the biggest 
fear once they take on a new job 
is a layoff. And while that risk 
can't be entirely prevented, it's 
good to understand a company's 
track record. If  the company has 
had multiple rounds of layoffs, 
it pays to be more careful when 
taking the role.

Additionally, try to find out 
who had your job previously, 
why she left and where she 
went. Knowing-your career 
options after you're ready to 
move jobs can be a good way to 
gauge fit.

If  you have any lingering 
questions, don't be afraid to

speak up when talking with the re­
cruiter or during an interview with 
the company. Not only will it help 
calm your anxiety, but it'll show 
hiring managers that you've done 
your homework and understand 
the company. A background search 
“will help you and the company 
make sure the role is going to be a 

' good fit for both of .you," Mattson 
says. "Ask questions that will get 
to the heart of what you are trying 
to understand, so you will make 
the right career decision.”

Alina Dizik researches and 
writes about job search strategy, 
career management, hiring trends 
and workplace issues for Career- . 
Builder. Follow ©Careerbuilder on 
Twitter.

Come Join 
our Team!
IF YOU BELIEVE IN EXCEPTIONAL 
CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR YOUR 

CLIENTS AND WORKING IN A TEAM 
ENVIRONMENT THEN O&E MEDIA 

IS THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU.

O & E M edia is looking 
for A dvertising A ccount 

Executives for Oakland and 
W ayne County territories.

If you have a proven sales 
track record,  outstanding

COMPUTER AND COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS THEN WE WANT YOU.

We offer base salary plus

COMMISSION, FAST PACED, 
STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT AND 

CAREER GROWTH WITHIN OUR 
NATIONWIDE ORGANIZATION.

If this fits you,
EM AIL YOUR RESUME TO: 

GPERRY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM.
Subject lin e : 

Account Executive

We c a n 't  w a it  f o r  y ou  
to  jo in  o u r  team !

O bserver  &  E c centr ic  
  ■ .........-  M E D I A

| 0 & E  Media 
\  Classifieds

RECYCLE 
THIS | 

NEWSPAPER

O  Cj Cj

FsUittiJii

Open House 
Servisalr, LLC-DTW 

Mar 12,2014 
10am-4pm at:

Soivlsalr, LLC* OTW,

APPUCAHTS lot Rooldentlol 

•vw Vends 7}4-ei 2-5663

Summer Help

Are You Looking For a 
Rewarding Career In 

Property Management?

ASSISTANT
MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR

Operators start St 1 .OO/tlr

SORTING 6 INSPECTING

Mi9-3pm 610-229-6053

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Purple Mean. Call Moo-Fri

lor OTR COL Class ATruck

DELIVERY DRIVER

ATTENTION
OWNER

OPERATORSMI

Greet mileage rates
REAL ESTATE 

SALES 
OPPORTUNITY

RECEPTIONIST
state development linr eeks a Receptionist for a

ind Microsoft Outlook

HYGIENE ASSISTANT

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 

Email: mwtilOtegmall.com

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
mty apply. Farmington Hilts, 
u resume to: 246-655-0190
MEDICAL RCEPnONIST

•COOKS 'BARTENDER

Help Wanted - domestic

Education & Instruction

■Global Logistics 
■HVACR Technician 
•Energy Technician

COLLEGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY

800.639.7376

D&E Media
Jlassifieds

Local news.

You don't have to  fish for it. 
I t ’s r ig h t here, from  the fron t 

to  the back o f your Observer &  
Eccentric Media newspapers.

Totally Local Coverage!

to suhscrihe, call: 866-887-2737



NORTMVILIE-Open Sgn 1-4 
17518 Rorang Oaks mtnc 
Hills o' Oestivood 16 8 8tcW

C M

iBlegraoh/Beech. Come ska 
Real NogoliaWe.Call: 313-310-3727

ose Media

WorkaHard!

Call (a d ay f
800 573 7355

CO

TE 0RYW4U SRV

MaA 313-363-6738

o/o than just a cleaning ser

Pa Ini Decotaling Paper

FRANK'S PAINTING SEI

WANT TO

DUT YOUR
HOUSE?

□&E M edia  
C lassifieds  
UVar^iHard!

C all to d a y !
BOO 579-7359 »5l-57i-73S5

I f  the whole world is going 

to the dogs, >(ou ma>{ as 

well have one of ijour own.

Find a friend toda-j in -(our dtaesifiede

"It's  a ll about results"

To place an ad, call: 
eoo-5l< l-i?55

O bserver &  E ccentric 
• ......... M ED IA

3 Months FREE 
Rent and a 

VISA Gift Card!

3 months 
FREE site rent 
with any AJR 
owned home 
purchase!*

Brand New 
Models Now 
on Display!

Open concept living room w ith amazing finishes

Eat-in kitchen w ith great amenities

$1000 VISA gift
card with any NEW 
AJR owned home 

purchase!*

$500 VISA gift card 
with any PREOWNED 

AJR owned home 
purchase!*

Homes from P L Y M O T J  
S11,900 to ------------------------

575,900 Call Ray in Plymouth at 
--------------  734.414.9760
*KHL, WAC, Certain restrictions 

apply. Select AJR homes. See 
housing consultant for details. 

I’lease bring ad along on visit to 
receive olTer. Must close by 

April 1.2014.

AjR
t=t w w w .ajrhom esales.com

Household Goods

|IB 734-891-4606

nrewood-Mnchendlse

Musical Instmments

A p a r t m e n t  A  
R e a l  E / t a t e

G U I D E
Find the perfect place to call home 

In the Observer & Eccentric Media 
classified advertising section. We have 
apartment and real estate listings every 
week in the following communities:

Berkley • Birm ingham  
Canton •  C lawson 

Farm ington • Garden C ity 
H unting ton W oods • Livonia 

M ilfo rd • N orthville •  Novi 
P leasant Ridge • Plymouth 

Bedford • Royal Oak 
Southfie ld • South Lyon 

W estland

I  I  I
llillllllllllillllll

■ | I
llillllllllllillllll

It’s all 
about 

results...

O&E Media 
Classifieds
800-579-7355

Gel me
BEST

results here!

ove no aulhoiity to bind 
this nevnpapar 8

an advertisement shal 
constitute final

advertisers otdee

only the fitst insertion

advertise -any preference

knowingly accept any

Opportunity Statement

dSCUUMER: All cla
pbcabte fate card, copies 
dI wtKh are avaiaMe fr­
om Advertising Dept. . 
ids are subject to apptt 
before pubkcalion. Ot

: the tight to edit, 
■eject, classify or 

t ay ad at any tone.

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
—

Your Weekly Guide To Apartment Living

T h o m p s o n  T o w e r  
A p a r t m e n t s

Affordable Housing for 
Seniors 62* or disabled 

I & 2 bedroom apartments - all utilities included! 
Immediate Occupancy 
Income Based Rent.

• Spacious floor plans
• laundry Rooms • Community Room

• Resident Activities 
For more details, call

(31 3 ) 565-3022  
(80 0 ) 56 7-5 857 TDD
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5: Saturday 9-1

Or vis it: 27727 b

You h it the Bullseye...Wayne Tower/Z 
is the Place fo r YOU. Vi_- 

WAYNE TOWER APARTMENTS
35200 Sims, Wayne, MI 

NOW LEASING-IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
1 Bedroom, Central Air

1EEE1
| We pay Moving Cost o f  $500
1 t£t Leasing call: &.

738-721-0660

1-800-579-SELL
O bserver &  E ccentric 

M E D IA

Thomas F. Taylor 
Towers

Now Accepting Applications 
Senior C itizen Residence 

62 & Older.
1 & 2 Bedroom

36500 Marquette* Westland. MI 48185 
(734) 326-0700

ATTENTION SENIORS!
flfflOs® MMy StEMT
7®Qa[F Cfflip ®ff 
Westgote Tower now has rent 

based on 30% of your income!

J L  C A I a l i U S  
T O D A Y !  
734-729-2900
34567 Elmwood In Westland

C a ll Today For A  G re a t R a te . I —8 0 0 —5  7 9 —7 3 5 5 r



Helping 
VOU 

reach your 
GOAL

I I II-!'!'

University site
4 Tax-collecting

Pretty beetle5 Carpenter’s

6 French Legion 
headgear35 A great many

Whether you want to  
get fit or 

get organized — 
save money doing it 

with 
an OS.E Media 
classified ad!

Our classifieds 
WORKOUT!
O bserver &  E ccentric 

M E D IA
A GANNETT COMPANY

8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

Challenging fun fo r ALL ages

PilZL
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

7 Type ot market 
‘ 1 Verdi heroine 
2 Caviar'

13 Dock 
4 Makes more 

Interesting 
(2 wds.)

16 Bookie’s

17 V^yomlng

18 Unstable
20 Mir successor
21 This and that 
23 Flumongous
26 Fall fruit
27 Luau number
28 Crotchety and 

cantankerous
31 Estimated
33 Smallest 

amount
34 Raspberry

36 Museum piece
38 Suffix for hero
41 Chaplain, 

slanglly
43 Stray calf
45 Lemony
47 Seemed 

attractive
49 Wacky
50 Grassy field
51 Clothing
52 Yellowstone 

sights
53 Form 1040 Info
54 Ground 

breaker

Answer to Previous Puzzle

m m  m m
[1HSE1E1KI

BIS 1313

53 ESdS

smna soai
B H c a ia  U S B

10 Super Bowl 
highlights?

11 — spumante 
.15 Register for 
'19 Gym class,

briefly 
22 Dried clover
24 Seine vista
25 Traipse about
26 Four-footed

27 Outcry
28 Night hunter
29 Greek letter
30 Carp about 

details
31 Pit stop 

purchase

terminal
34 Crinkled 

fabrics
36 QB stat
37 Ph.D. exams
38 Snow house
39 Long bout
40 Docs prescribe 

them
42 Bothers over 

trivial things

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com____________

S U D O K U
3 7 5

9 1

2 8 6

7 2

8 5

6 2 4 7

6 3 1 8

4

6 5 2

Like puzzles? 
Then you ’ll love 
sudoku. This 
m ind-bending 
puzzle w ill have 
you hooked from  
the m om ent you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to  the test!

Level: Beginner
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are form atted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num bers 1 th rough 9  m ust fill each 
row. colum n and box. Each num ber can appear o n ly once in each row, 
colum n and box. You can figure out the  order in which the num bers will 
appear by using the num eric c lues a lready provided in the boxes. The 
more num bers you nam e, the easier it gets to  solve the puzzlel

EXERCISE WORD SEARCH
R R D R T A E' S B F S T S A K H

Y S T R E T C H I N G Y D U B E H F S
M G L V G N I T  F I L A S H B G  

G J L K T E Y R U N N I N G D Y S S S E  
N Q C S T O H O P T N I H R H C A E E L
I  F V A N H P
K O F E R O G S E A  

C C N D I  I  X

G R L I  E W U N L T T

,PERSPIRATION 
PILATES 
POSTURE 

CALORIES PROTEIN
CARBOHYDRATES REPETITIONS 
CARDIOVASCULAR 
CLASSES 
EUPHORIA 
EXERCISE 
FITNESS

W Y I  D I  L

N K V U E C A A C 
T G O E U S L R P  

E I T E L S S E W B Q T I D D
I W S H G I T E R P Y D

J T L Y N V T A I  C N R F C H R

E N P I  I  H R Y
X I  G I  S P

E E U P R F A E O R
K T L Y X B W

X L O T A U R K K H R

T T P E R F W K S R S E
I  L H I  T C C T

K A N P I  G R
S C Y S E G C X E O S P P W S R M S M O  
O Q J S P I W Q X W O D E D N I W E B P  
P P N O H T A R A M M U S C L E S L E S

SPORTS
SPOT

STRETCHING
HACKING
WEIGHT

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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Nissan Gets Last Word on Ad as 
Sales of 2014 Rogue Keep Surging

By Dale Buss

Several weeks 
ago, Nissan was

corporate apology 
for overwhelming 
NFL telecasts and 
other TV shows 
with the same ad­
vertisement for the 
new version of its 
Nissan Rogue.

But guess what?
February sales results demonstrated that 
Nissan’s blanket-advertising approach for 
its improved crossover — so annoying to 
some media pundits and others — was 
exactly the right strategy.

The crucial new version of Rogue 
feature better fuel economy, an availa­
ble third-row seat and more technology 
features, correcting some of the important 
deficiencies in the original version that was 
an overall hit anyway.

Dealers moved this new Rogue at a 
blistering pace even amid the awful weather 
of February, and no doubt a good number 
of buyers had that annoying advertisement

dancing around in their heads.
Nissan Rogue sales in­

creased by 72 percent in 
February over the year earlier, 
when the brand was selling an 
earlier version of the vehicle. 
Nissan sold more than 17,000 
Rogues in the month, making 
the nameplate the second-high- 
est-volume vehicle in the entire 
Nissan lineup, by far, after the 
bread-and-butter Altima sedan.

Including January, Rogue 
sales of more than 31,000 units 
for the year-to-date were a 
whopping 64 percent ahead of 
a year earlier.

A year ago. Rogue ranked 
only No. 4 in February sales 
among all of the company's 
nameplates. Nissan executed 
a major upgrade of the vehicle 
precisely because, as its main 
entry in the hot compact-cross- 
over market. Rogue carried 
outsized importance.

Nissan greatly improved the 2014 Rogue.

In turn. Rogue’s sales surge 
in February was the key to a 
strong monthly performance 
by Nissan amid a flat overall 
market and major shortfalls by 
several brands, most of which 
were blamed on the severe

Nissan sales in February 
rose by 17 percent, and the 
company overall (including 
Infiniti) now has replaced 
American Honda as the No. 5 
automaker in the United States, 
through February. The Nissan 
brand bumped the Honda brand 
to become No. 4 behind Ford. 
Chevrolet and Toyota.

Such results are impor­
tant baby steps in the surge 
that Nissan is attempting to 
engineer for its brand in a 
challenging U.S. market that 
may indeed —  weather-induced 
one-offs aside — be slowing 
down a bit.

And the Rogue's boffo 
sales performance seems to 
have justified Nissan's over­
whelming the U.S. airwaves 
about two months ago with the 
ad —  everyone knows it by 
now — that depicted the new 
Rogue leaping onto the back qf 
a commuter train to illustrate 
with hyperbole that it is a fun 
and capable drive.

At the time, however, it 
wasn't too pleasant for Nissan 
to deal with the blowback to the 
incessant running of that single

commercial.
Typical was this TWeet 

by Jane Wells, a CNBC Los 
Angeles reporter: "In a Wells 
administration, networks can 
only run the Nissan Rogue ad

Soon Nissan was issuing 
tweets of apology in response 
to specific individual com­
plaints but with this general 
tone: “Sorry. We hear you. May 
have been a little TOO excited 
about the Rogue. Working 
w/ networks to show less this 
wknd. Our bad!"

There's nothing Nissan must 
apologize for in the vehicle 
itself. As the “Commute" ad 
and other advertising for the 
car amply points out, this is a 
nimbler and more capable new 
Rogue that Nissan is aiming at 
an important market segment.

It's also roomier and more 
flexible inside. One com­
mon criticism of the original 
vehicle, which was introduced 
just six years ago, was that its 
59.7-cubic-foot cargo capacity 
was relatively modest, even for 
the compact-SUV segment. 
The 2014 Rogue has expanded 
that space to 70 cubic feet, 
and an innovative “Divide-N- 
Hide" configurable rear storage 
system also is available.

Also, the original version 
of Rogue had a second-row 
seat that didn’t slide or re­
cline. Voila! The 2014 Rogue

does both, with a useful 
40/20/40-split configuration 
to boot. Nissan also has added 
an optional third-row scat. 
Edmunds.com pointed out that 
this was “a particularly shrewd 
move" given that the compet­
ing Toyota RAV4 no longer 
offers one -  without increasing 
Rogue’s overall size or weight.

Under the hood, the new 
Rogue sports a 28-mpg-com- 
bined EPA estimate, even with 
all-wheel drive. Its 2.5-liter 
four-cylinder engine generates 
170 horsepower. Its softened 
suspension yields “tepid han­
dling," Edmunds.com opined.

The image seen by (nearly) 
all of America: 

the "Commute” ad

compared with the sport and 
similarly fucl-cfficient 2014 
Mazda CX-5. And the two-row 
2014 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport 
promises "superior perfor­
mance and a unique sense'of 
style," Edmunds.com said.

For Nissan, combining its 
capable new Rogue with Janu­
ary and February sales means 
never having to say you're 
sorry .... again.
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