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Report points out district strengths, flaws

C O M M U N ITY  LIFE,

Group spends three days 

talking to stake holders

Plyraouth-Canton Communi­
ty  Schools students benefit 
from  a “treasu re  trove" of 
high-quality teachers who 
provide a  strong  academ ic 
education, bu t the  distric t also 
has some system ic problem s

outside analysts feel a re  keep­
ing them  from  becom ing one 
of the best dis tric ts  in the  
country.

T hat’s the  sum m ary of a 
report issued by  a  group of six 
form er educators , led by  for­
m er school Superintendent 
P e rry  Woldwedel, author of 
The School Board Fieldbook: 
Leading w ith Vision, who spent 
th ree  days last month week 
talking to  teachers, adm inis­
tra to rs , s ta ff  and community

leaders about the  educational 
process in Plymouth-Canton 
schools.

The goal, according to  Su­
perin tendent Dr. M ichael Meis­
sen, was to take  a look a t the 
d istric t from  a system s pe r­
spective, looking a t the  collab­
orative culture, the  focus on 
learning and orientation to­
w ard results.

“W hat this process has told 
us is tha t -  and th is  is no su r­
prise  -  the  g rea test a sset in our

school d istric t a re  ou r teach­
ers,” said M eissen, who be­
cam e superin tendent in July. 
“T hat’s  th e  key. (The report) 
validates in m y mind things 
I’ve  identified in the  process 
tha t I 've  gone through  with the 
transition en try  plan. I think it 
rein forces the  w ork w e would 
se t out to do.”

No surprises
John B arre tt, p residen t of 

the  dis tric t’s Board of Educa­

tion, ag reed  with M eissen’s 
assessm ent the  report con­
ta ined “no rea l surprises.”

H e said it  confirm ed things 
board m em bers have talked 
about before.

“I t w as good we got some 
backup evidence th a t things 
w e’d been ta lking about need­
ed some attention, as well as 
some successes,” B a rre tt said. 
“The repo rt validated the  fact

See REPORT, Page A3

THE 
‘NICE’ LIST

Santa
K ids fill S a n ta ’s  m a ilb o x  w ith  w is h e s

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you? Can you bring 

m y Dad a football disc? I w ill put 
cookies under my C hristm as tree  
and milk.

I rea lly  w ant a  s tu ffed  animal 
kitten. H ave a safe trip! Is Ru­
dolph real?

Lauren Wilkinson

D ear Santa ,
How is Rudolph and your 

o ther raindeer? I would like pe r­
plex  and zoomer. I also w ant 
tekmo and a 3ds.

Can you please give my dad a 
scarf, to. I will leave lo ts of cook-

Love,

W ake i 
hug.

Ty Trumbull 

ic up and I’ll give you a

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you? Can you bring 

m y bro ther pokem a booster 
pack. M y mom a new  car. My

Dad w ants a  tool box.
I  would like a  Pokemon boost­

e r  pack. P.S. H ave a safe  trip.
Faleh Syed

D ear San ta ,
How is Rudolph? can you 

bring  my dad a medl! I  would 
rea lly  like a  Blay B layd shop gun 
steel!

Your friend
Keegan Creedon

P.S.
w ake me wen you come. P.S.S. 

Can you bring  my mom ear 
rings? Can you bring  Brayden 
H aley from  Docmesolfins?

D ear Santa ,
How  a re  you? Can you bring 

m y mom gloves?
I hope you give th e  poor kids 

p resen ts. Can you bring  me 
Am erican G irl doll set? I  hope 
you bring  my Dad a tool box also!

How is Rudolph? You are 
awesome! H ave a good trip!

See LETTERS, Page A ll

Track Santa as he circles the globe
Have you ever wondered how 

Santa gets around the  w orld in 
ju s t one day?

A ccording to  N orth American 
Aerospace Defense Command, 
Santa doesn’t feel tim e like reg­
u lar people and, in his reality, 
he 's traveling  for m uch longer 
than  24 hours.

Children all ove r the  world are  
fascinated by his journey  and the 
folks a t NORAD have graciously 
allowed us to  sha re  the ir tracking

serv ice  w ith ou r readers.
Go to our w ebsite, Home- 

townlife.com, Dec. 24 to track  
Santa a s  he circ les the globe. 
Children in these pa rts  will want 
to  know when he  gets to North 
A merica so they  can se t out milk 
and cookies o r w hatever goodies 
a re  planned to  welcome Santa. 
Ju s t look to the  righ t side of our 
site  fo r the  NORAD Santa Track­
er, click on the  link and be pre­
pa red  for fun.

Canton man’s village sp reads joy
By Brad Kadrich

E very September, Donna 
Tennies loses nearly  he r en tire 
basement.

And she doesn’t mind.
While Donna reta in s a  small 

portion of the basem ent of her 
Canton home, the re s t of the 
room is taken up by her hus­
band’s  hobby: Collecting a  
varie ty  of pieces and tu rning 
th e ir  basem ent into w hat has 
developed over the years into a 
huge Christm as village.

Dave Tennies, who every 
year waits fo r the  Kohl’s cata­
log with its holiday houses to 
come oClt, began collecting 
buildings around 1999 and 
hasn’t stopped since.

“We used to have a sm aller 
village and I  really liked it,” 
said Tennies, who has lived 
with Donna in Canton since the 
early  1980s. “I  sta rted  ou t with 
five buildings and it’s  grown 
from  there .”

Most of buildings a re  from 
Kohl’s, he  said, which brings 
ou t “five or s ix  new buildings”

every  year. He finds other 
pieces online and figures he’s 
spen t thousands of dollars 
collecting the  hundreds of 
pieces tha t make up the  vil­
lage.

From w hat was a sm aller 
village back in the  day -  “I 
used to se t it up in the living 
room, bu t it  got to  the  point 
w here you couldn't even get to 
the  C hristm as tree ,” Dave said 
-  to  the  expansive projec t it is 
now, Tennies’ village contains a

See VILLAGE, Page A2
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At Salvation Army, Christmastime need is up

D espite some indica­
to rs of a brightening 
economy, hundreds of 
needy a rea  fam ilies vis­
ited the Salvation A rm y’s 
Plymouth Corps last 
week for its annual 
Christm astim e food, 
clothing and gift dis­
tribution.

Individuals and cou­
ples received donated 
food, including a ham or 
turkey, or a gift certif­
icate to buy a main dish 
fo r C hristm as dinner and 
fam ilies with children 
received food plus toys, 
gift certifica tes and, as 
needed, w inter outer­
wear, said Laurie Aren, 
the  Plym outh Corps’ 
d irec tor o f fam ily and 
community ministries. 
The distribution began 
Wednesday and will wrap 
up Monday.

In  all, 1,644 people will 
be assisted by the  Ply­
m outh Corps a t Christ­
mas this year, including 
475 fam ilies w ith 918 
children among them. 
T hat com pares to 424

The protective

waterproof

fam ilies with 888 chil­
d ren a t Christm astim e 
2012.

“We have seen more
fam ilies and more chil- ______
dren this year,” A ren said pie losing jobs and that 
Friday, adding tha t she’s people who find n ' ’

In the background are Brittany
FF PHOTOGRAPHER

ing. Plus, she said, people 
re-entering the  work 
force a fte r  a period of 
unemployment im m edi­
ately have the ir state 
benefits cut off, making 
it d ifficult to get into a 
b e tte r  financial situation 
when they  a re  essentially

H u r r y  i n  t o
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sta rting  over.
“These poor people 

a re  ju st ge tting back to 
work, ju s t getting back in 
the  groove and all of a 
sudden they’re  getting 
th e ir  safe ty  net pulled 
out from  under them ,” 
she said.

Still, A ren reports the 
Plymouth Corps’ efforts 
have benefited from  “a 
ton of volunteers” and “a 
lot of good support from  
the  community.”

“We’re  so gratefu l for 
everybody’s  continued 
support," she  said.

Red K ettle  d rive
The Plymouth Corps’ 

Christm astim e Red Ket­
tle  campaign, its biggest 
annual fundraiser, was 
som ew hat behind last 
year’s pace last week. 
The cam paign’s goal is 
$225,000.

As of Friday, ju st un­
d e r $140,000 had been 
raised, down m ore than 
$26,000 from  the same 
date  a year ago, said 
Sandy Kollinger, the 
corps’ volunteer and

special events coordina­
tor. Kollinger said the 
num ber o f volunteer 
be ll-ringers is down from  
past years.

“N ot having volun­
te e rs  on the  kettle  leads 
to  not having the  dona­
tions,” she said. Howev­
er, she said, non-Red 
Kettle seasonal fundrais­
ing was a t more than 
$86,000, close to the  goal 
of $90,000.

The Plymouth Corps 
assists families and indi­
viduals in Plymouth, 
Plymouth Township, 
Canton Township and 
several neighboring 
communities. Donations 
to the  Plymouth Corps 
can be  made a t Red Ket­
tle locations, or dropped 
off a t o r  mailed to The 
Salvation Army, 9451 S. 
Main, Plymouth, MI 
48170 or made through 
the  website http7/misal 
plymouth.org/plymouth/ 
donate.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
313-222-2405
Twitter: @mattjachman

The “hills" are new this year, crafted out of ceiling tiles.

VILLAGE
Continued from Page AT

varie ty  of pieces.
T here  a re  buildings 

galore, s tree t cars, a 
working ski lodge, a  car­
nival and a zoo, a ll with a 
moving train  operating 
through the ir midst. 
Tennies adm its it can get 
expensive, so he shops 
fo r the  pa rts online to 
find the best deals. For 
instance, he said, he wait­
ed some th ree  years to 
get the  s tree t ca r a t ju st 
the  right price.

Nowadays, he gets a 
little help from  his five 
grandchildren. Each 
year, he shows them  the 
Kohl's catalog and each 
grandchild  gets to  pick 
out a building.

“T hat way, I’m  guar­
anteed  a t least five new 
buildings every  year,” he 
said.

Dave said he  usually 
sta r ts  putting the  village 
together in September, 
putting into the  projec t 
upw ard of 100 hours. He

leaves it up, he  said, usu­
ally through March.

T hat’s a t least ha lf the 
year tha t Donna Tennies 
can’t  get into he r base­
m ent, bu t tha t's OK with 
her.

“I  know I’m losing my 
basem ent, bu t it's worth 
it,” Donna said. “The 
grandkids love it. I t’s 
nice.”

O thers who love it 
include the  neighbors. 
Tennies said he recently  
hosted an open house, as 
he does every  year, so 
neighbors could see the 
village.

“It has become so rt of 
a tradition," he said. “It’s 
ju s t my hobby and I like 
to  share  it."

H e’s  a lready obtained 
two new p ieces for next 
year’s village. But for 
now, Tennies is ju st glad 
to experience the holiday.

“I love C hris tm as... 
the gifts, the sharing, the 
joy,” he said. “I t’s a  hap­
py time."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
313-222-8899
Twitter: @bkadrich
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Ice time
Full S e rv ice  M e a t M a rk e t,  P ro d u c e  & Deli

Plymouth and Canton faced 
off at Comerica Park early 
Thursday morning in a prep 
boys hockey game. The 
sunrise game, part of the 
Hockeytown Winter Festi­
val, ended with a 4-0 win 
for the  Wildcats. Here, 
Plymouth forward Kyle 
Melnick gets to  the puck 
despite the  efforts of Can­
ton's Cooper Rice, bill bresler
I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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the  vast m ajority  of par­
en ts and studen ts are  
very m uch satisfied with 
the  education they’re  
getting.

"The biggest chal­
lenge seem s to  be estab­
lishing communication 
betw een schools and the 
cen tral office," he added. 
“(M eissen) has jum ped 
on tha t full tilt, talking to 
teachers, talking to ad­
m inistrators. We’re  not 
letting any dust ga ther on 
th is  report."

The team  gathered 
data  and talked to stake­
holders: teachers, adm in­
istra to rs, students and 
parents. Meissen said the 
team  "talked to about 
1,000 people” during its 
three-day visit.

The assessm ent focus­
es on th ree  "buckets" of 
focus -  learning, collabo­
ration and resu lts -  with 
c rite ria  inside each buck­
et. I t includes a  “report 
card” fo r each bucket, 
listing goals and c rite ria  
and grading how the 
d istric t is doing in reach­
ing them .

The g ood  ...
The report issued by 

the  team  a fte r  its  visit 
focused on a va rie ty  of 
s trengths and w eakness­
es (the  full report is 
available on the  d istric t’s 
w ebsite a t
www.pccs.kl2.mi.us). 
Among the  strengths, the 
report said:

» There  is ta len t and 
dedication a t every  level 
of the  system . This is a 
distric t tha t a ttrac ts  top 
ta len t a t all levels, from  
the  boardroom  to  the 
classroom . The history, 
expansive program s and 
academ ic reputation of 
the  d istric t draw  and 
reta in  quality candidates 
despite the  p resen t fi­
nancial difficulties.

»  The dis tric t has a 
hum an resources trea ­
su re  trove  of dedicated 
ta lent. School-based hu­
m an resources -  teach­
e rs, pa ren ts  and adm inis­
tra to rs  -  a re  la rgely un­
tapped, bu t anxious to 
contribute. Staffs a re  
loyal to  the  distric t, want 
it to  succeed and show 
im pressive dedication 
despite ongoing budget­
a ry  shortfalls tha t a re  
reducing program s, ma­
te ria ls  and personnel.

» The d istric t has 
com m itted resources to 
m aking Plymouth-Canton 
a “destination dis tric t” in 
the  eyes of m any paren ts 
and staff. The d istric t 
enjoys a  w ellspring of 
community support.

» Technology could be 
an educationally tran s­
form ative game-changer. 
The distric t passed a 
technology im provem ent 
referendum  and is  pres­

ently em barking on a 
three-year rollout. There  
is potential to technologi­
cally em pow er digital 
natives -  young teachers 
and students -  through 
th is initiative.

“At the cen te r of our 
un iverse is academ ic 
achievem ent and the  way 
you do tha t is high-qual­
ity curricu lum  and high- 
quality  teaching," Meis­
sen said. “T hat’s w hat we 
do best.”

... and  th e  bad
But among the  weak­

nesses on which the  re­
port focused w ere a pau­
c ity  of resources, lack of 
a collaborative cu lture 
and a certain  level of 
disconnect betw een lead­
ersh ip  in the  d istric t's  25 
buildings and the  central 
o ffice staff.

A ccording to  th e  re ­
port:

» T here  a re  critical 
achievem ent gaps that 
need to  b e  addressed. 
African-A m erican and 
H ispanic achievem ent 
scores fall well below 
th e ir  Asian and Cauca­
sian counterparts. En­
richm ent offerings such 
as TAG have a paucity of 
non-Asian or non-Cauca­
sian participants.

This is a  not a  new 
problem ; the  school 
board  has discussed it  for 
years. M eissen said the  
.way to deal w ith it  is to 
m ake su re  a ll students, 
including those  m inority 
students, have every 
opportunity to  take  ad­
vantage of both academ ic 
and co-curricular pro­
grams.

"We have to look at 
ways to provide academ ­
ic  tu torial supports a fte r  
school, we have to  have 
early  and often in terven­
tion program s tha t are  
effec tive  and we have to 
m ake sure  we have adult 
mentors, particu larly  for 
m inority  students,"  Meis­
sen said. “We have to 
m ake su re  our students 
who have been tradition­
ally under-represented 
participa te  in all aspects 
o f school and s tre ss  the 
im portance of co-curric- 
u lars. We have invested 
in  our program m ing and 
leadership for co-curric- 
u la rs because of the  im ­
portance  they  have for 
d riving academ ic 
achievem ent."

» T here is  no unifying 
d is tric t “big p ic tu re” that 
aligns everyone’s  work. 
The vital few  district- 
wide priorities that 
should rep resen t the 
dis tric t’s mission, asp ira­
tions and values appear 
absent. T here is no com­
monly understood dis­
trict-w ide plan tha t suc­
cessfully  articu la tes a 
“big p ic tu re” or any “vi­
ta l few” priorities.

» A lack of tru s t for 
“downtown” is pervasive 
among school staff. 
T here  is unanim ity and
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respect among principals 
and teachers in most 
schools, bu t testim ony 
shows an  alm ost unani­
mous opposite view of 
th e  d istric t office  and 
board  by those schools.

B uild ing  tru s t
M eissen agrees 

th e re ’s a  disconnect and 
says the re  a re  a  varie ty  
of fac tors -  constrained 
resources, changing 
expectations in what’s 
being taught -  and the 
new leadership team  is 
developing a  plan to  ad­
d ress  it. M eissen said 
he’s try ing  to  get into as 
m any buildings as pos­
sible to ta lk  to teachers 
and adm inistrators.

“I  think (m istrust) 
d idn’t develop overnight, 
it developed over a  series 
o f years,” M eissen said. 
“T here has to be  a plan to 
a dd ress tha t and we are. 
I f  the re  is a disconnec t... 
w e have to  say, ‘We’re  all 
in th is  together fo r the 
benefit of kids.’ We can ’t 
have the  d istric t office 
going in one direction 
and schools going in 
another.”

» The d istric t operates 
under a non-sustainable 
business model. Annual 
and one-time revenue 
sources a re  co-mingled 
to  reduce  ongoing budget 
shortfalls, which will 
v irtually  guaran tee  fu­
tu re  fund deficits. The 
d istric t can no longer 
“cu t" its way to  fiscal 
health.

M eissen said the  dis­
tr ic t m ust “get to  the 
core  things” and deter­
m ine how best to  lever­
age its resources.

"We have to take  a 
look a t w hat we do have, 
take a look a t expendi­
tu res , take  a look a t reve ­
nues, make sure  we have 
a five-year plan finan­
cially, m ake su re  our 
budget is balanced," 
M eissen said. “I f  you 
have a  rea lly  strong set 
of educational priorities, 
you stick to those and put 
your resou rces w here it’s 
m ost im portant."

M eissen said the  re ­
port confirm ed what 
everyone already knows 
-  the  d istric t has superb 
teachers  -  and pointed 
the  d istric t in the  right 
d irection to fix  every­
thing else.

“We have exceptional 
teachers, very  dedicated, 
and th e re  a re  all the  tools 
here  to becom e one of the 
top-perform ing school 
d istric ts in the  country,” 
Meissen said. “And tha t’s 
the  path  we’re  on. You 
need to capitalize on your 
streng ths, which are  
your teachers. We have 
to take  tha t step w here 
w e’re  good, bu t we need 
to chaflenge ourselves to 
be  grea t.”
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Pierogies $g.gg

V e g g ie  T rays

S m a ^ f K  LM rge  
’ i 9 r m & g j * y>2?.99

F ru it T ra ys  

S n iH w jf^ a rg e
'24- 2 m & 2 5-99

C h e e s e  T rays

SmalJwB^i^rge
‘£ ^?9 jW L s59.99

* * " c 2 C n k * '  

S u b  T ra ys

3 f t  S u b s  K  6 f t  S u b s  
*39 .9 9  4 B l t J 6 9 .9 9

western M a ,^

D eli T rays S h r im p  T rays

S m a  I tJ & fflr l -a rg e  
s3 9 .9 9 * ^ - * '5 S r .9 9

MEAT BUNDLES
M i c h i g a n  R a i s e d  F a r m  F r e s h  B e e f

Beef V arie ty  Bundle
$126.99

V ariety  B undle
$249.99

2 lbs. New York Strip Steaks
3 lbs. Sirloin Tip or Rump Roast 
2 lbs. X-Lean Stew Meat
6 lbs. Lean Ground Round
2 lbs. Porterhouse or T-Bones
3 lbs. Pot Roast
3 lbs. Cube Steaks 
2 lbs. Homemade Meatloaf

3 lbs. Sirioln Fillets Or Pepper Steaks 
3 lbs. New York Strips 
3 lbs. Denver Steaks 
3 lbs. Porterhouse or T-Bones 
3 lbs. Pot roast
3 lbs. Sirloin Tip or Rump Roast 
8 lbs. Lean Ground Round 
3 lbs. X-Lean Beef or Pork Stew
2 lbs. Hickory Smoked Bacon 
Pkg Homemade Sirloin Patties
3 lbs. Breakfast Bulk Sausage
2 lbs. EMC’s Homemade Meatloaf
3 lbs. EMC’s Homemade Fresh Sausage 
8 lbs. Whole Fryers-May be cut up 
3 lbs. Amish Boneless Chicken Breasts 
2 lbs. Beef, Pork or Chicken Cube Steaks

W hole a n d  H a lf  S ides o f  B e e f  A vailab le  
-  A ll B und les  a re  F R E E Z E R  R E A D Y ! -



H e r  f r i e n d s  

s t a r e

It'll b e  w o r t h  t h e i r  w h i l e

jiH tp
620 S ta rk w ea th er •  Old Village •  Plymouth 

734-453-1860
Th e  A re a 's  M o s t  T ru s te d  C u s to m  J e w e le r  

www.plymouthjewelry.com

T h e  S e c r e t  for  a

W orryy SPre&  ‘W in te r /
At Independence Village of Plymouth, our residents live life 
their way, in an affordable but luxurious setting. All-inclusive 
pricing m eans that our g u ests  c an  experience all of our 
amenities with no surprise costs.

•  O ne and  Two bedroom  apartm ent hom es
•  Home Health C are Services 

available on-site
•  Exquisite Chef p repared meals
•  24 hour professional and 

caring staff
•  Housekeeping and linen services
•  Chauffeured transportation

•  Exciting daily activities
•  Beautiful setting with walking paths

Call to  learn m ore o r s top  by for a  tour. W e're happy to 
answ er your questions and give you a  glimpse inside our 
community. W e  j u s t  k n o w  y o u ' l l  l o v e  it .

R a te  L o c k  fo r  L ife  fo r  H arbor’s  S tu d io s*  

Independence  Village of  P lym outh
l4707Northville Road, Plymouth. Ml I www.SeniorVillages.com
South of 5 Mile Road 734-453-2600
0201] tr*kpa*trf<rVSoga Of managed hrlngtf cond fx br Sow  VMage MarVfOTOX

I n t r o d u c i n g

i

T D o c m
Enjoy S tella 's  

B ottom less  
B loody M ary B a r  

every  Sunday  
fro m  l la m -S p m !

Form erly D oyle’s Tavern!

Gom e v isit us a t S te lla ’s B lack 
Dog Tavern  in  dow ntow n 
P lym outh . S te lla ’s p o rch  is 
th e  only  fou r season  covered  
p o rch  in  P lym ou th  w ith  y ear 
ro u n d  seating , h ea tin g , and  
large TVs. E njoy th e  season , 
th e  sp o rts , ou r delic ious Tavern 
and  com fort foods, and  you r 
favorite  beverages in 
a w arm  and  inv iting  
a tm o sp h ere!

Stella’s jBlack 
©og tfaotm

860 Fralick
Plym outh , M ichigan 48170

(735) 207-9656



Churches 
host carol 
sing-along

Churches across the  com­
m unity a re  putting denom­
inational differences aside 
and inviting people to cele­
brate  the season in song in 
Plymouth.

Kellogg Park will be the 
site  of the  Christm as carol 
sing-along planned for 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 22. The 
fre e  event will include both 
religious Christm as hym ns 
and popular, non-sectarian 
seasonal hym ns, said Je rry  
Smith, one of the  organizers.

Sm ith, the  music direc tor 
a t Plym outh’s  F irs t Presby­
te rian  Church, said the  c ar­
oling will be the  inaugural 
event fo r a  g roup o f  m em bers 
o f a rea  churches whose rep­
resen ta tives have been m eet­
ing, under the  nam e Faith 
Festival, to  plan ecumenical 
activ ities fo r the  community. 
The group is planning to for­
m ally organize under the 
nam e H eartbea t o f Plymouth, 
Sm ith said.

But one doesn’t have to 
belong to a  church to attend 
the  C hristm as caroling. The 
Plym outh Oratorio Society, a 
regional com m unity chorus, 
is joining in and the public is 
invited as well.

“We didn’t  w ant th is  to  be a 
choral event. We w anted it  to 
becom e a  sing-along,” Sm ith 
said.

Song sheets will be provid­
ed for those singing in the 
45-minute program  and the 
crow d will be invited back to 
F irs t P resby terian , a t Main 
and Church stree ts , a fte r­
w ard for refreshm ents.

Churches involved
In  addition to  F irs t P resby­

terian , Sm ith said, churches 
a t the  core  of Faith  Festival 
include F irs t United Method­
ist, O ur Lady of Good Counsel 
Catholic, Trinity Presbyterian  
and Calvary B aptist in Can­
ton Tbwnship and Ward P res­
byterian in Northville Town­
ship.

The Plym outh a re a  had a 
strong ecum enical m ovem ent 
years ago. Sm ith said, with 
co-sponsored concerts and 
lectures and he  and others 
a re  seeking to  rev ive  tha t 
tradition.

"The churches ju s t haven’t 
been doing this of late. Years 
ago, Plym outh was doing 
m ore of this kind of thing,” he 
said.

Sm ith, who has been at 
F irs t Presby terian  for about a 
dozen years, taught m usic a t 
the  long-closed Bentley High 
School in Livonia fo r nearly  
30 years  and d irec ted  the  
m usic program  there . H e said 
he w as in spired by Livonia’s 
annual May praye r breakfast, 
a public even t organized by 
churches across the  city  and 
attended  by hundreds of peo­
ple.

The Plym outh ecum enical 
m ovem ent is being led by 
church m em bers instead of 
by pastors. "We a re  lay peo­
ple who thought th is  was a 
good idea,” Sm ith said.

Sm ith said the  hope is that 
the  C hristm as caroling will 
becom e an annual event. The 
Faith  Festival/H eartbeat of 
Plym outh is planning to 
launch two m ore  ecum enical 
events nex t y e a r  -  a  day of 
p ray e r and a “faith  festival” 
fo r the  summer.

miachman9hometownli1e.com

Long-serving chorale members from 
throughout area share their stories

Bea Scaglione rem em bers 
seeing an ad in the  Farmington 
Observer back in 1965 asking 
for people to possibly join a 
new chorale organization. She 
responded to the  ad, m et with 
several other w omen and, 
behold, The Farm ington Mu- 
sicale group was bom .

“We had enough people 
the re  a t tha t meeting, ju st 
barely enough to fill out the 
charter  and s ta r t th e  club,” 
she said. "The firs t rehearsals 
w ere held in my living room."

Scaglione is one of many 
longtime singers in the  w est­
e rn  Wayne and Oakland Coun­
ty  area  who rem ain involved 
w ith local chorale groups and 
p e rform  w ith decades of expe­
rience.

M any of those in the  area  
have perform ed a t Christm as, 
a  tim e of singing and creating 
joyful noises, especially last 
Friday, which w as Go Caroling 
Day.

A C hristm as season favor­
ite song for Scaglione is Choc­
o late in M y Stocking, a  song 
about a  young boy asking San­
ta  Claus for nothing bu t the 
sw eet candy.

“It’s som ething tha t’s  new 
to audiences th a t’s really 
cute,” said the  W est Bloom­
field residen t and charter 
m em ber of the  M usicale. “We 
did tha t piece for several 
years.”

L ike fa m ily
Kim Alderman has been 

involved w ith the  Livonia Civ­
ic Chorus since he r fa the r 
brought he r along to  rehears­
als w hen she  w as 9 years old.
I t wasn’t until 1979, w hen she

tu rned  18, tha t she  was able to 
join as a  full m em ber and sing 
a t concerts.

The 52-year-old Westland 
resident, the  second-longest 
serving m em ber of the  chorus, 
said she  sings w ith people she 
reg a rd s as a  second family, 
w hich keeps he r coming back

w ith those people who a re  in 
the  choir. I t’s ju s t like your 
fam ily m em bers,” she  said. 
" It’s  the  sam e in any kind of 
organization.”

For some area  chorale sing­
e rs, those “second family 
m em bers” becom e rea l fam ily 
m em bers. H ighland Township 
residen t Ilene Yanke m et her 
husband singing.

The U pper Peninsula native 
la te r  moved dow nstate, living 
in com m unities such as Livo­
nia before  se ttling in Highland 
Township.

She curren tly  sings a t  the 
Finnish Center in Farm ington 
H ills and the  senior cen te r in 
H artland.

Travel op p ortu n itie s

One of the  m ost mem orable 
tr ip  she rem em bers taking 
w ith the  Finnish Center was an 
excursion to  th e  Pacific N orth­
west. She rem em bers singing 
on a football field in Oregon 
and taking day tr ip s  to  see the 
sights when the  group w asn’t 
singing.

T he sights w ere  enough to 
m ake he r want to  stay.

“I f  I had my choice afte r  
M ichigan, I ’d  live there ,” the 
second soprano said. “I t’s  tak­
en us places you would never 
have gone to  if  you w eren’t 
involved with the  chorus.”

Scaglione said the  dedica­
tion to  rem ain  involved with 
a rea  singing groups not only 
com es from  a  love of th e  m u­
sic, bu t a  love of th e  people she 
sings with.

She no longer perform s in 
the  chorus, bu t rem ains a 
m em ber of th e  group and 
stays involved.

“We’ve had friendsh ips tha t 
have lasted fo r a ll these

years,” Scaglione said. “Un­
fortunately, tim e moves on, 
people move on."

Scaglione said h e r most 
mem orable mom ent came in 
1976 with the  Farm ington Mu­
sicale, which pe rform ed a 
lengthy folk m usic ensem ble 
that detailed the  h istory of the 
United States fo r the  nation's 
bicentennial.

“T hree  o f  us who were 
studying folks m usic a t the 
t im e ... cam e up w ith a  pro­
gram  tha t told our nation’s 
history through 24 folk songs. 
I t w as called ‘200 Years,”’ she 
said. “We could have done an

For A lderm an, singing was 
a fam ily affair. She’s  been in 
the  Livonia Civic Chorus with 
he r father, bro ther and several 
other fam ily m em bers. She 
recalls perform ing  with both 
he r fa the r and bro ther and 
m isses the  quality tim e they 
all spent together. H er father 
died several years ago and he r 
b ro ther had to  leave the 
chorus fo r o the r reasons.

“Those w ere  special mo­
m ents," said A lderm an, who 
typically  sings alto. “I was 
ve ry  upset w hen my bro ther 
dropped out, because  tha t was 
the  only tim e I could spend 
quality  tim e with him.”

Becom ing a  lifelong chorale 
singer isn’t som ething tha t 
everyone is  ab le  to do, but 
Yanke offered  some advice for 
those looking to get involved: 
patience.

“W hen people come to  join, 
some have chorale experience, 
bu t o thers don’t,” she said. 
“Ju s t be patient, it  won’t come 
over night."

Upscale apartment complex planned for Plymouth

Plans for a  new $18.5 m il­
lion housing developm ent -  the  
m ajority  of it  an upscale, 93- 
unit apartm ent complex -  a re  
m oving forw ard  in Plymouth.

The S tarkw eather Station 
projec t, a partnersh ip  betw een 
DevM ar Developm ent LLC 
and Burton-K atzman LLC, is 
sla ted for Plym outh Road east 
o f Holbrook, on the  site  of the 
vacant 20,000-square-foot 
Columbian M utual Insurance 
building, also known as Mutual 
o f D etroit. D evM ar principal 
M ark  D eM aria said Friday 
th a t th e  office  building could 
be dem olished by th e  end of 
nex t month; developers hope 
to break  ground for the  pro­
je c t in  th e  spring.

Planned a re  two, four-story 
a partm ent buildings totaling 
62 tw o-bedroom apartm ents 
and 31 one-bedroom ap art­
m ents, plus two single-family 
houses on Holbrook.

The Plym outh Planning 
Commission recom m ended 
approval o f a  planned-unit 
developm ent, or PUD, for the 
p ro jec t e arlie r  this m onth and 
th e  city  commission is expect­
ed to  review  the  proposed 
PUD a t its  Monday, Jan . 6, 
meeting.

D eM aria said the  apart­
m ents should d raw  young 
professionals and em pty-nest- 
ers. The pro ject’s planned 
green  space, nearby  H ines 
P a rk  and the  attrac tions of 
Plym outh will be big selling

C o m m u n ity  fee l
"Plym outh is  a  g rea t town 

w ith so m any a ttrac tive  qual­
ities. The restau ran ts , the 
shops and the  events all offer 
people a  rea l sense of commu­
nity,” DeM aria, who lives in 
the  city, w rote in an email. 
“That has g rea t appeal fo r 
young professionals, empty- 
n esters  and young couples, bu t 
the  type  of residen tia l setting 
they  seek is in  low supply 
here."

T he apartm ents will range 
in size from  about 800 to about 
1,1330 square  fee t and will 
have 10-foot ceilings, g ranite 
counter tops, sta inless steel 
appliances, w ashers and dry­
e rs  and balconies o r  patios. 
D eM aria anticipates monthly 
ren ts  of betw een $1,352 and 
$1,945.

The proposed PUD agree­
m ent had gone through sever­
a l revisions and a months-long 
planning commission review

process.
“I t ’s a beautiful develop­

m ent. I t ’s  fabulous fo r our 
city," planning Com missioner 
Donald Fullenw ider said be­
fore  th e  commission’s vote 
Dec. 11.

The PUD plan for th e  near­
ly six-acre site  keeps m any of 
the  m ature  tree s  and includes 
planting new ones, p lus walk­
w ays in the  complex and a  link 
to nearby Caster Pa rk  on Hol­
brook in Old Village. The de­
velopers also plan improve­
m ents to the  pa rk  -  an open 
pavilion and bench seating.

The site  will also include a 
required  sto rm  w ater retention 
pond and 186 parking spaces, 
86 in carports, eight in garages 
and the  re st, in tended fo r visi­
tors, in  open parking spaces.

O ld V illa ge  a d d itions
The two single-family 

houses planned for Holbrook 
will be bu ilt in a  s ty le  tha t fits 
w ith o the r houses in the  Old 
Village neighborhood, devel­
opers said. The two lots will

The Plymouth 
Planning 
Commission 
approved the 
Starkweather 
Station 
development. 
The project is 
expected to 
come before the 
city commission 
next month.

initially be  p a rt of the PUD, 
D eM aria said, bu t will la ter  be 
sp lit from  the  development 
and sold individually.

T he te rra ce d  retention 
pond, into which sto rm w ater 
from  th e  site  would collect 
until it  can be  drained aw ay by 
sto rm  sew ers, raised  a  con­
cern  for G arth  Jackson, who 
owns the  office building im ­
m ediately to  the  east. Jackson 
told planning com m issioners 
he  feared  the  pond would a t­
trac t flocks of geese, which 
would then  foul the  short grass 
on his office property.

D evelopers, who’ve dis­
cussed the  issue w ith Jackson, 
said they  didn’t expect geese 
to become a  problem , bu t that 
if  tha t happens, they’ll enclose 
the  pond with a  decorative 
fence.

"We a re  com m itted to  a 
strong  relationship w ith a ll of 
ou r neighbors and a rea  resi­
dents.” D eM aria said.

T he developers purchased 
the property  in August for 
$700,00, c ity  reco rds show.
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Walker-Winter Elementary has partnered with Canton Kiwanis to  form a K-Kids Club. 
Fourteen students were recently inducted.

K-Kids Club inducts 
Walker-Winter students

W alker-W inter s tu ­
dents have partnered  
w ith the  Kiwanis Club of 
Canton and s ta rted  a 
K-Kids club.

K-Kids is the  largest 
service organization for 
elem entary  school stu­
dents, w ith m ore than
20,000 m em bers world­
wide. I t is a  student-led 
com m unity service 
club.

The club recently  
inducted 14 fourth- 
grade  students a t Walk­
e r  W inter E lem entary 
School in Canton.

Fo r the  past three 
years, m em bers of the  
Kiwanis Club have been 
an integral p a rt of the 
Walker-W inter commu­
nity  in a  varie ty  of com­
m unity serv ice  projects. 
In  partnersh ip  with 
Walker’s  common lan­
guage focus of Lifelong 
G uidelines and Lifes- 
kills, they  decided to 
s ta r t the  a rea 's  first 
K-Kids club.

Principal Julie My- 
tych  is a m em ber of the 
Kiwanis Club. Along 
w ith two o the r m em­
bers, M ark and Janet 
Ott, they had a vision to

Going the extra mile

Walker-Winter K-Kids Club president Laila Jackson 
speaks to the  group a t the induction ceremony.

s ta r t K-Kids a t Walker. 
The Otts volunteered to 
be the  sponsors along 
w ith Adriel Ewert, 
W alker's social worker, 
and Emily DeLong, 
intervention specialist.

“This allows our stu­
den ts to show the ir  lead­
ersh ip  and caring atti­
tude tow ard both the 
school com m unity and 
the  com m unity a t 
large,” M ytych said.

The students have 
p lanted flow ers around 
the  school and held a 
canned food drive  so far. 
T hey have plans for

m any more school and 
com m unity projects.

The Canton Kiwanis 
was founded in 1993 and 
its focus has been on 
serving area  children. 
Club p ro jec ts range 
from  the  Dictionary 
P roject, w here the  club 
distribu tes personal 
dictionaries to area  
third-graders, to one-on- 
one m entoring of stu­
dents.

For m ore informa­
tion, contact Julie My­
tych  a t 734-419-2780 or 
m ytychj®  
w wcs.kl2.mi.us.

“Top notch" Is how Sarah Ropert (right, with board member Sheila Paton and Farrand 
Principal Kay Blaster) described the staff she works with a t Farrand Elementary when she 
received her Mary Beth Carroll Extra Miler award a t the Dec. 10 Board of Education meet­
ing. Giving credit to  others is one of the many reasons Ropert received recognition. Blaster 
said Ropert is “dedicated to  the Farrand community and helping with the many after­
school activities." Paton presented the award, saying "just being a kindergarten teacher 
was worthy of an award, but Sarah does so much more."

Canton student volunteers 
to help others over break

This winter, 55 Sagi­
naw Valley State U niver­
sity  students will spend 
p a rts  o f the ir holiday 
b reak  volunteering for 
organizations helping 
others.

Jenn ifer First, an 
occupational therapy 
m ajor from  Canton, will 
participate in the projec t 
Rural Reconstruction a t 
Southern Appalachian 
Labor School in Kincaid, 
W.Va. The projec t, which 
runs Jan. 5-11, involves 
w ork on old coal camp 
houses while assisting 
w ith after-school pro­
gram s for a t-risk fam ­
ilies.

The initiative is one of 
five opportunities being 
organized through

SVSU’s A lternative 
Breaks program , a stu ­
dent-led group tha t ad­
vocates volunteer work 
during traditional break  
periods from  school.

Throughout Decem­
ber and January, stu­
den ts involved in Al­
ternative  Breaks will 
volunteer a t Southern 
A ppalachian Labor 
School in Kincaid, W.Va.; 
Bread For The World in 
W ashington, D.C.; Beds 
For K ids in Richmond, 
Va.; the  YMCA of West­
e rn  N orth Carolina in 
Asheville; and the  H abi­
ta t For H um anity of Kent 
County in Grand Rapids.

Upon retu rn ing  from  
the ir A lternative Breaks, 
SVSU students will apply

lessons learned  on their 
tr ip s  tow ard community 
service p ro jec ts close to 
SVSU and/or the  stu ­
dents’ home communi-

Saginaw Valley State 
U niversity  is a  com pre­
hensive un iversity  w ith 
m ore than 90 program s 
of study for its more than
10,000 students. Located 
on a suburban cam pus in 
Michigan’s G reat Lakes 
Bay Region, SVSU is 
com m itted to quality 
teaching in  the  class­
room, field-based learn­
ing outside, NCAA Divi­
sion II  athletics and a 
broad range of academic 
and ex tracurricu lar op­
portunities fo r students 
to excel.

Wayne-Westland district launches new mobile app fo r parents

■ Paren ts  can  keep tabs 
on w hat’s happening in 
the  Wayne-Westland 
Com munity Schools on 
the ir  sm art phones and 
tablets.

The d istric t has

launched a  free  mobile 
app, WWCSD l b  Go, for 
Apple iOS and Android 
products.

The app has individual 
school calendars and 
new sletters, lunch 
m enus, sports schedules, 
contact information and 
maps.

The mobile app is a 
new piece of technology 
the  d istric t is using to get 
the word out to residen ts 
about w hat's happening 
in the  school district. In 
addition to  its new re­
vam ped website, the 
dis tric t also has a pres­
ence on Tw itter a t

@WWCSD and YouHibe, 
w here videos of school 
board  m eetings and 
events can be  found.

Pa ren ts  also can ac­
cess Paren t Connect to 
check on the ir children’s 
grades, class assign­
m ents and lunch ac­
counts. T here’s even

Propane bills too  high?
S top  feeding th e  pig and  get Geo.

i WINE
I crt TOURS
i BREWERY
i liK ' tou rs

BALLOON RIDES

certii 
valid 
the 21

additional 30% (e

BoschGeo.com/PropanePlg
BOSCH
Invented for life

EdenPURE® Infrared Portable Heater
Millions save up to 

25% on Heating Bills
Save $202 on EdenPURE 's  GENA - 

M ade in USA

,  . summ er
Buy 1 get the season 
2nd <6 price

Located in Traverse City, Ml «
Purchase online or call 231-947-RIDE (7433)

.grandtraversetours.com | www.grandtraverseballoons.com

MICHIGAN SCIENCE CENTER

<Z0NE>
• 10  Build Zones
• Fun Exhibit for Every Age
• NOW OPEN

K’nex, Legos, 
Construction Thicks, 

Giant Building Blocks, 
Keva Planks and More!

links to the  Fam ily Re­
source Center and its 
Talented and Gifted Pro­
gram.

The new app is p a rt of 
effo rts  by the  d istric t’s  
communications and 
technology departm ents 
to update the  Wayne- 
W estland’s  communica­
tions strategy, according 
to Deputy Superinten­
dent Paul Salah.

In announcing the 
developm ent o f the  app 
a t th is month’s  school 
board meeting, he point­
ed out tha t by 2020 "m ost 
people will access the 
In terne t via a  mobile

device.”
The mobile app is  in 

addition to  its  Connec­
tions new sletter that's 
mailed to  42,000 homes in 
the  d istric t and eblasts 
and Robocalls.

Paren ts can find a link 
to the app on the  dis­
tr ic t’s w ebsite at 
wwcsd.net/mobile-app or 
visit the  Apple App Store 
or Google Play on a mo­
bile device.

smason@hometownlife.com
3I3-222-67SI
Twitter: QSusanMarieMason

M a k e T i ^

SETS @ DEMO PRICES!

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
fcfUe|2<««W11SMavSa

✓  America's Choice - 
over 3 million sold

✓ Never be cold again - feel 
the EdenPURE® difference

✓ No exposed heating 
elements to cause  a fire

✓  Don't be fooled by cheap, 
Asian imitators

heaterclcseout.com

w w w .M i-S ci.org
5020 John R. Street, Detroit, Ml 48202 313.577.8400

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

A rthritis Today
Jo se p h  J . W eiss , M.D. 

R heum ato logy
18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone: (248) 478-7860

BAD NEWS

proceed. Each lesion has its features, each 
fashion, and each physician brings his ov
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T  r e s e r v a t i o n s
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I n c l u d e s  C h a m p a g n e

T o a s t - c h e e r i n g ^ t h e "
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• P izza  fo r  o u r g u e s ts  a f t e r  th e  c h e e r
• D inner S p e c ia ls  s ta r t  @  4  
( r e s e rv a t io n s  a r e  R e c o m m e n d e d )

• Surf & Turf-Top sirloin with lo b s te r  1 9 . 9 5
• Shrim p S cam p i 1 1 . 9 5
• Filet 1 5 . 9 5
• Chicken O s c a r  1 0 . 9 5

M s
'4 4 2 8 2 ;W a r r e i i  R d ! r (e a s t^ ) f  S h e l jo n ) ' ‘/ ( n r i t o n ; ’^ 7 3 4

L ooking to  g et o u t of th e  h o u se  on  N e w  Y ear’s E ve? D on’t w a n t  to  g o  to o  fa r?  C o m e sp e n d  th e  
e v e n in g  a t  Four F riends Bar a n d  Grill. W e h a v e  b e e n  se rv in g  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  fo r 14 y ea rs . S ince 
19 9 9 , Four F riends h a s  p rid ed  itse lf on  b e in g  C an to n ’s n e ig h b o rh o o d  b a r  a n d  grill. O u r o rig in al 
ch e f is b ac k , b ring ing  y o u  all of th e  co m fo rt fo o d s  th a t  y o u  re m e m b e r e n jo y in g  w ith  us.

T here w ill b e  no cover fo r th is  ce leb ra tio n . Enjoy liv e  m u sic  from  D ed by  D ezine , a s  h e a rd  on  89X ’s 
H o m eb a y  sh o w . T hey  p la y  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f m u sic  fro m  th e  7 0 ’s on . C o m e e a r ly  fo r d in n e r  or just 
s to p  by  fo r th e  s h o w  a t  9 :3 0  p .m . Enjoy a  c h a m p a g n e  to a s t  w h e n  th e  ball d ro p s . W e h o p e  to  se e  
y o u  th ere .

A tchinson Ford h a s  rec e iv ed  th e  P re s id e n t’s  A w ard from  Ford M otor 
C om pany, w h ich  is ' F o rd ’s1 h ig h e s t h o n o r fo r  C ustom er sa tis fa c tio n ; R E S I D E N T ’S

A W A R D

2013 EDGE SE
2014 FORD FOCUS S E S ilfftR tper FOR ONLY

24 Month Lease 
Up to 53,500 in Rebates

24 Month Lease 
Up to $3,000 in Rebates

2013 F-150 SU P E R C A B  XLT
2014 FORD FUSION SE BUY

^ r < n y > e r  f o r  only 

24 Month Lease
Up to $7,250 in Rebates 

4x4, V8, Chrome Pkg
24 Mon
Up to $2,500 in Rebates

U S E D  C A R  S P E C I A L !2014 FORD E SC A PE  SE
2012 FLEX LIMITED

mo.
Month Lease 

Up to $2,500 in Rebates

AWD, Ecoboost, Leather, Moonroof

G E T  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  T R A D E  I N !

p r |  Mon. &Thurs. 9 a m -9  pm

Fort Credit financing Plus tax
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Local nun seeks donations for new medical clinic in Haiti

Sister M ary Giovanni, 
founder and president/ 
CEO of the  nonprofit 
Angela H ospice in Livo­
nia, has sta rted  a  mobile 
clinic in H aiti to  provide 
m edical care  to remote 
mountain villagers, some 
of whom have never seen 
a  doctor before.

Giovanni raised  ap­
proxim ately $174,000 in 
donations to purchase  a 
Tbyota Land Rover, equip 
it  with supplies and medi­
c ine and pay the  initial 
salaries fo r a H aitian 
doctor and two nurses to 
s ta ff  it.

The Blessed Angela 
Mobile Clinic will stop 
once a week in four vil­
lages in the  mountainous 
a rea  of Jacm el in south­
e rn  Haiti, trea ting  villag­
e rs  w ith antibiotics and 
medications for in fec­
tions, worm s and other 
ailm ents common to

Sister Mary Giovanni visits a  Haitian clinic. She has started 
a mobile clinic to  take medical services to  the  remote 
mountain villages.

a reas with contam inated 
water.

She is in need of dona­
tions to keep the  clinic 
going once it is up and 
running, w hich she  hopes 
will be in January.

Giovanni, who has 
degrees in nursing and 
nursing adm inistration, 
visited H aiti fo r the  first 
tim e in 2013. “I  was ju st 
so taken  aback by the

poverty," she  said. Al­
though she knew the 
country was poor, she 
said she w as unprepared 
fo r the  sight of people 
living in ten ts "on top of 
each other” in Port-au- 
Prince and toddlers walk­
ing shoeless over the 
rocks and boulders, cu t­
ting the ir tender fee t and 
getting infections from  
the  wounds.

Poorest o f  th e  poor

But up in the  moun­
tains live the  poorest of 
the  poor, she said. Some 
a re  too sick to come 
down the  mountain to 
seek m edical care.

“They’ve  never had 
any m edical help there," 
she said.

Giovanni traveled to 
H aiti in response to a  call 
fo r mission w ork there  
from  Sister M ary Chris­
topher Moore of the Fel- 
ician Sisters’ O ur Lady of 
Hope Province.

While there , she asked 
the  bishop of the  Diocese 
of Jacm el w hat was need­
ed and he  told he r a  mo­
bile clinic to reach  the 
villagers in the  moun-

Giovanni raised most 
of the  start-up money by 
asking Angela Hospice 
supporters for donations, 
bu t she said she needs to 
find other benefactors to 
expand the  clinic.

“We have enough t 
s ta rt w ith, bu t we need to 
continue to pay the 
staff,"  she said, plus 
travel to other villages as 
more s ta ff  is added.

The clinic was sup­
posed to s ta r t in October, 
bu t the  delivery of the 
Land Rover from  a Hai­
tian dealer has been de­
layed pending receip t of 
governm ent paperwork. 
“We have the  team  ready, 
the medication, the  sup­
plies a ll in place,” she 
said, adding the  vehicle 
is all they  are  w aiting for.

The Land Rover is 
needed to  trave rse  the 
steep  rocky mountain­
side, which has no paved 
roads.

Help ing  the  
local econom y

Giovanni said the  
vehicle and m edications 
were purchased  in Haiti 
to help the  economy 
there. Many of the  sup­
plies w ere donated by the

Hospital Sisters Mission 
Outreach, located in 
Illinois.

Giovanni said a Hai­
tian medical sta ff will 
m ore easily be able to 
com m unicate w ith the

Giovanni is also seek­
ing donations to  fund 
development of a facility 
to house volunteers to 
w ork w ith two Felician 
sis ters  stationed there  
who a re  feeding the  hun­
gry and teaching English 
and com puter skills. 
English and com puter 
skills make it more likely 
fo r local students to  get 
into a school, w here they 
can fu rther the ir educa­
tion, Giovanni said.

To donate to the 
Blessed Angela Mobile 
Clinic, send a check 
payable to Angela Hos­
pice to 14100 Newburgh 
Road, Livonia, MI 48154. 
W rite mobile clinic or 
volunteer facility on the 
memo line.

S H O P ( 3  DINE

WESTLAND
T A I L O R

|  Shop&Dine
W estla n d

A n  A l l  AMERICAN C i t y
w w w . c i t y o f w e s t l a n d . c o m

T a k e  t h e  S t r e s s  O u t  o f  t h i s  H o l id a y  S e a s o n !
W e s tla n d  m a k e s  it e a s y  w ith  o v e r  100 r e ta il  s t o r e s  a n d  o v e r  60 

r e s ta u ra n ts .  W e h a v e  all t h e  b ig n a m e s  w ith o u t  all th e  h a ss le s . W ith  e a sy  

a c c e s s  fro m  1 -275 ,1-96  o r  1-94, th e r e  is n o  re a so n  to  g e t  s tu c k  in traffic.

F I N D  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  W A N T . . .  A N D  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D !



Livonia resident honored as  childhood leukemia survivor

M ichelle Ferracciolo 
doesn’t rem em ber a lot 
about being diagnosed 
w ith leukem ia a t the  age 
of 3.

“I ju s t rem em ber my 
pa ren ts  told me tha t they 
took me down to Chil­
dren ’s Hospital,”  the 
Livonia residen t said. 
“My mom thought I had 
the  flu."

She was diagnosed 
with acu te  lymphocytic 
leukemia, o r  ALL, one of 
the m ore common leuke­
mia form s found in chil­
dren. From  there , F e r­
racciolo, who g rew  up in 
D earborn, began routine­
ly going to  DMC’s Chil­
dren ’s Hospital in D etroit 
to receive trea tm ents 
tha t included radiation.

D uring the  tim e she 
w as diagnosed, the  early  
1970s, cu re  rate s were 
close to  40 o r  50 percent.

Nowadays, tha t num ber 
has increased to a s  much 
as 90 percent, Ferraccio­
lo said. She continued 
receiving trea tm ents for 
about six years  before 
doctors de term ined the 
leukem ia had been erad i­
cated from  he r blood.

Dr. K anta Bhambhani, 
the  c u rren t co-director of 
the  neuro-oncology de­
pa rtm ent a t the  hospital, 
w as a  fellow-in-training 
when she helped trea t 
Ferracciolo in the  early  
’70s. She said th e  method 
of trea tm en t Ferracciolo 
received and w hat chil­
dren  with leukem ia re­
ceive today a re  vastly 
different, using chemo­
the rapy  over radiation in 
m ost circum stances.

“As part of he r trea t­
m ent, she received radia­
tion. P rio r to  tha t, before 
w e knew  how to  take  
care  of c en tral nervous 
system  leukemia, the 
chances (of survival)

Michelle Ferracciolo of Livonia is a  survivor of childhood leukemia.

w ere about 50 pe rcen t,” 
Bham bhani said. "We 
w ere ju s t so rt of tran s i­
tioning.”

When Ferracciolo 
w ent home and an­
nounced h e r exciting 
new s tha t she  was leuke­
m ia-free a t a fam ily get- 
together when she  was 9, 
she  w as shocked by the 
response she received 
from  he r family. Many 
s ta rted  cry ing  and that

tha t w ere there ,” she 
said. “Everybody sta rted  
crying. And I thought, 
‘W hat did I say tha t 
w rong?”’

She received an honor 
from  th e  hospital earlie r  
this year, when she was 
asked  to ride  in the  Chil­
dren’s Hospital survivors 
f loat during the  Thanks­

giving parade  last month 
in Detroit.

While he r husband 
and four children 
w atched from  the  warm 
confines of th e ir  Livonia 
home, she  said it w as fun 
to see  so m any people 
along Woodward chee r­
ing for the  survivors in

“I noticed as we w ere 
going along, there  was a 
group rooting for Chil­

d ren ’s H ospital,” she 
said. “They held up signs; 
it w as rea lly  cool."

Bham bhani said she 
rem ains in touch with 
Ferraciolo, even a ttend­
ing he r wedding several 
years  ago. T here  was a t 
f irs t a thought tha t the 
radiation trea tm ent 
would have left Fe rrac ­
ciolo without the ability 
to  have children, bu t that 
tu rned  ou t no t to be the 
case.

“Since then, we have 
made m any other ad­
vances in ou r trea tm ent,” 
Bhambhani said. “It used 
to  b e  one-size-fits-all. But 
it’s  not so anymore. I t’s 
ta ilo red  to  certain  biolog­
ical fac tors w e identify. 
She's unique in the  aspect 
that odds against her; 
she’s  done very well. “

Twitter: @DavidVeselenak
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W estland Mall, 35000 w arren  R oad  
W estland • 734-326-4266 

Jill L e z o tte ,  In d e p e n d e n t Sales 
R epresentative

A V O N
BRINGS YOU VALUES

t y e  M a k e u p  R e m o v e r...9 9 6  each 
B u b b le  B a th  24  o z .. .$ 4 .9 9  each 
Roll O n  D e o d o r a n t s . . .8 9 4  each 
P e rfu m ed  Talc & Skin S o f te n e r s . . .3 /$ 5 .0 0  

i Full Size M oistu re  T h era p y  
1 H a n d  C r e a m s . ..9 9 6  each 

G lim m erstick s Brow, Eye & Lip L ine rs ...S 2 .99  each

, Buy 1 Entree, get me 2nd
(o f e q u a l o r  le sse r  v a lu e ) ^ ^ awn-

w B m o b  “  “  “  “1/2 OH!
T r i e d  e v e r y t h i n g  &  S t i l l  i n  p a i n ?WESTLAND LOCK & KEY PEMF (PULSE ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD) THERAPY

Stimulates healing by super regeneration of cellular function 
Increased oxygenation of cells & rapid detoxification. 

------------------------ Iniroouctoky Orrcn-----------------------
P r o g r a m m a b le  AUTO KEYS
F or M o s t  M a jo r  B r a n d s

TRUSTED SINCE 1966 
3S665 Ford Rd, Westland

7 3 4 - 7 2 2 - 1 8 5 0

5  T r e a t m e n t s  . $ 7
FOR THE PRICE OF 4

1 A u to m a tic  Key 
1 P ro g ra m m in g HUGHEY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC PC ' >

6095 N. Wayne Rd. (2 Doors from MR Mikes) ■ Westland - 734-326-9399 for appt. V

■ Ill I I ...............................   I
P l a y b a l l  S p o r t sA t te n t io n  C a r e g i v e r s . . .

Wc provide respite care for your loved Ctei your Kiinfer- Classic gear here!help you during the busy holidays 313) 82 1 -3 5 2 5

[586) 75 5 -2 4 0 0

(734) 728-6100
[313) 29 1 -6 2 0 0

(734) 28 7 -4 7 1 0

I £ 3 # .

(313 8 7 4 -4 5 0 0

P lay B all  S p o r t s  •  7  3 4 - 3 2 6 - 3 9 3 0
35121 W arren Rd., W estland (Just west o f Wayne Rd.. across from Westland Mall) 

Open Monday-Saturday 10-8pm •  Sunday 11-6pm



E n j o y  G r e a t  F a m i l y  E n t e r t a i n m e n t
The Village Theater at Cherry Hill Celebrating 10 Years!

2 8  Aaron Radatz Holiday Magic Show - 7pm
31 Star Tributes from Las Vegas - Matt King as Elvis with Live Orchestra -  4pm, 7pm

11 TLC Productions - StageLab24: Several One-Act Plays (Studio) -  8pm

1 7  Detroit Symphony Orchestra - Mozart and Bach - 8pm

1 8  Partnership for the Arts - Simply Diamond - 2pm

20 Canton Celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - 5:30pm

23-26  Forever After Productions - Shrek the Musical Various - Various Times

24-25  Spotlight Players - Murder Mystery Studio Dinner Theater - Death at Dinner - 6:30pm 

31 Spotlight Players - 1 Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change - 8pm

1 - 9  Spotlight Players - 1 Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change - 2pm, 8pm 

1 2  PCCS Showcase: Field Elementary Talent Show - 7pm

1 4  Star Tributes from Las Vegas Valentine's Day - 7pm

15  Michigan Philharmonic - Fabulous Fifties -  7:30pm
21 - 2 2  Spotlight Players - Murder Mystery Studio Dinner Theater-Death at Dinner- 6:30pm, 8pm

2 2  Estella Chambers Live!!! An Affair to Remember! -  8pm

B e  t h e r e  

w h e n  t h e  c u r t a i n  

'Villae'e Tkeater r i s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  V i l l a g e  
\  " T  c h e r r y  h i l l  T h e a t e r ' s  1 0 t h  S e a s o n .

G e t  y o u r  t i c k e t s  t o d a y  a t
The Village Theater at Cherry Hill ___

50400 chemy Hiii Road • canton, mi 48187 www.cantonvillagetneater.org.
(734) 394-5300_________________________________________ _______

&

M  » R E
t h i s  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  w i t h  

t h e s e  e x t e n d e d  h o u r s :
M O N . -  SAT. D E C . 1 6 - 2 1  8  AM -  10 PM 

SUM. D E C . 2 2  10  A M - 8  PM

M O N . D E C . 2 3  8  AM - 1 0  PM

C H IC O 'S  I C O L D W A T E R  C R E E K  

F R A N C E S C A 'S  - I T A L B O T S  

W H IT E  H O U S E  I B L A C K  M A R K E T

U o m / i j l S

3 7 7 0 0  W e s t  Six  Mile Rd. 

j u s t  e a s t  o f  1-275, L ivonia  
7 3 4 .4 6 2 .1 1 0 0  I L au re lP a rk P la c e .c o m

Are You a Woman Struggling With
S U B S T A N C E  A B U S E ?

% % %

PN L H  is d esign ated  by  
the S tate o f  M ich igan  as 
a “w om en ’s specia lity  
service p rovider” and  
offers FREE*:

• Mammograms
• Dental Exams/Cleaning
• Eye Exams
• Mental Health Exams
• Assistance in Paying for 

Medications
and so much more!

ToqmUfi

There IS Hope!
Personalized Nursing LIGHT House (PNLH), 

a premier provider o f behavioral healthcare 
services since 1990, offers a full continuum of care 

to meet women’s specific recovery needs including:

• Women’s specific detox and residential services
• Day treatment and intensive outpatient with housing
• Outpatient services
• FREE or low cost recovery housing’
• Case management services for assistance with: food, 

clothing, housing, transportation, medical issues, etc.
• Peer Recovery Coaches
• Mental health services (for depression, anxiety, etc.)

Did You Know  3 0 . 590/ , , of women with substance use 
disorder suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)... 

That is why PNLH provides treatment for trauma and PTSD while 
women are enrolled with our substance abuse treatment program.

Women with children under 18 are a priority population!
IVe can provide services fo r  your children, too,

including immunizations, day care, case management, etc.

Call today for a FREE confidential screening:
1 -8 0 0 -4 6 7 -7 6 5 4 _________

Personalized Nursing LIGHT House, Inc.
Guiding Clients from  the Darkness o f  Addiction Since 1990" 

D e a r b o r n  H e ig h ts  e m a i l :  p n lh @ p n lh .o r g  P ly m o u th

313-274-7879 w e b s ite : w w w .p n lh .o rg  734-451-7800



LETTERS
Continued from Page A1

H ave a good Christmas! 
Can you bring  my bro th­
e r  a football. H ave a  safe

Gia Klann

D ear Santa ,
How’s Rudolph? Will 

you give poor kids gifts? 
Can you bring  m y Idtty a 
bed? Can you bring my 
mom decrash  ins of cam ­
els? Can you bring  my 
dad a tol kit? Will you 
bring  Zack a cport?

Will you bring my 
kitty a gifts? Will you 
bring  m y mom pic ture  of 
camel?

Love,
Isabella Kanaan

P.S.

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you? I  am  

good. Will you bring  my 
mom jew elry? I  would 
bring  you cookies. Would 
you bring  m y bro ther sky 
land els? Please bring a 
Am erican G irl doll.

P.S. I love Santa. Can 
you get my dad a  hat?
Can you bring  my mom 
some ea r rings?

Your friend,
Ashlyn Locke

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you? Can you 

bring  my mom a  coat? I 
will give the  poor some­
thing. I am  getting a  wii 
u!!! Can you give my 
sis te r  a  stu ffed  animal. 
Can you give my Dad a 
tool box. I love you Santa. 
I hope you a re  safe. How 
are  your elves?

Love,
Bruno Delgado

D ear Santa ,
Can you bring  me Elf? 

Can you bring  me a some 
pets.

Love,
Maheen Burkari

P.S. How  a re  you, San­
ta? You a re  th e  best. Can 
you bring  m y mom  a 
nacles? Can you bring 
m y Dad a wach? Can you 
bring  my sis te r  lip 
glosse? and can you 
bring  my baby bro ther a 
baby toy? P.S. Will leave 
some carro ts  fo r you.

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you? Will you 

bring  Zachary jen  6 Nas- 
cars. Can you b ring  m y 
mom  some comfy pants? 
Will you give my guinea 
pig a  bed and some 
chreats? I will give the  
dindear c irits and wodr.

Love, Nicholas Yourman
P.S. I love you Santa. 

Please  give me a  lot of 
s tu f  in m y socking with 
owt peanuts and eggs 
cause I’m  allergic.

D ear Santa ,
How does M rs. Claus 

do? How a re  you? Can 
you get Caden skylan- 
d e rs  please! CAn you 
bring  m y mommy a  new 
e a r rings! I love you! I 
love your holiday! How 
do your elves? Can you 
get my daddy a  new 
mint! I would like a 
A m erican G irl doll set.

PS wake m e wen you 
get her. Love,

Camryn Wingrove

D ear Santa ,
How is your day? Can 

you bring  my mom a 
beautiful necklace. Can 
you bring  me lego ninja- 
go it have to  be kay fire. 
Please bring  m y dad a  
ring.

H ave a  safe  tr ip . P.S. I 
like you Santa!

Your friend,
Tanush Girish

D ear Santa,
How a re  you, big  guy? 

Can you bring  my broth­
e r  c a r te r  N erf guns. I 
would rea lly  like a Amer­
ican G irl Doll. Can you 
get my mom some jew- 
lery. Can you bring  my 
another b ro ther a  basket­
ball hoop. H ave a safe 
trip.

D ear Santa,
How is Rudolph? Can 

you bring m y mom a  hat 
and some now cam era 
lense for my dad. and 
Max a Angry Birds ninja 
and some trea ts  fo r m y 
ham ster. And I would like 
some now m arkers.

Have a safe  trip!
Love,

Hanna Sullivan
PS - I ’ll lev some caris 

fo r your raber.

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you? How are  

reindeer. Canyou bring 
m y dada screw driver.
Can you din m y mom 
m ake up. Can you dingn 
eye lin r fo r my sister.
CAn you ding me a m ark­
e r  maker.

Your friend,
Chris Misquitta

PS - 1 am  goen to lev 
carin  and cookes.

Dear Santa,
How a re  you? Can you 

bring  H annah you no 
those dollas m e and H an­
nah fighttid  a  bot? Can 
you bring  the  mom  doll? 
Can I have Rudolph ear 
rings? Can you bring  me 
some doses fo r m y cat?
Can m y mom have a cup?

Your friend,
Vallyn Rowe-Porchia

D ear Santa ,
Can you bring  my 

sis te r  a  doll. How a re  
you, big guy? Can you 
bring  my mom  a  neck­
lace? Can you b ring  my 
dad hope. Can you bring 
m y dog some trea ts . Can 
you b ring  me Angryi 
B ird  Star W ars stuff?

Can you bring  me 
some lego s ta r  w ars 
stuff. Can you bring  me 
some lego c ity  stuff? Can 
you b ring  me some lego 
space  helos.

Your friend,
Alex Oliver

D ear Santa ,
I  hope I have a 

princess car. I hope Ru­
dolph the  red  nose rein ­
deer is safe. Can you 
bring  my Mom a  new 
pow er tool because  my 
Mom is working on the 
house.

F o r Jam eson a Lego 
N injago. You a re  aw e­
some

Love, j
Evelyn Kinnelly '

D ear Santa ,
May you b ring  my 

family some presents? 
Please bring  my D ad a  
tool kit.

Please bring  m y mom 
a  cam era. Please bring 
m y bro ther video games. 
Please bring  a  TV for my 
room. Pleae bring  my 
dog a chew  toy. Please 
bring  my grandm a a 
coffee mug. M erry 
Christmas!

Mackenzie Mason

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

us some presents?
M erry  Christmas!

Mara Neilson

D ear Santa ,
Could you please 

bring  my fam ily bring 
presents? Can you bring  
m y mom  some jew elry 
and my dad a  w atch and 
m y bro ther Some skates 
and my other b ro ther 
some video games.

P lease bring  m e a  
IPad. M erry  Christmas!

Lillanna Broughton

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

m y fam ily gifts? Can you 
bring m y mom  a new 
watch. Can you bring  my 
dad a  new  video game.
Can you b ring  m y bro th­
e r  legos. Can you bring 
m e a blue skateboard.

M erry  Christmas!
Nithin Suresh

D ear Santa,
Can you p lease bring 

our fam ily presents? 
Please bring  my dad a 
hockey video game.

i - j m

The countdown is on, and like Santa, youngsters have 
made their lists and checked them twice to  make sure the 
Jolly Old Elf knows w hat they w ant to find under their t r  
on Christmas morning, file photo

Please bring  m y mom 
som e m akeup. Please 
bring  my bro ther a  new 
kindle. B rennan w ants a 
car. I w ant a  s tu ffed  ani­
mal.

M erry  Christm as 
Santa!

Kiley Gausden

D ear Santa,
Can you p lease give 

m y fam ily presen ts. My 
bro ther w ants a tv  to  play 
video gam es. M y sis ter  
w ants a  One D irection 
songs. I don’t no w hat my 
mom  w ants so give her 
w hatever she w ants and 
do th a t fo r m y dad.

I  w ant a 2DS and legos 
s ta r  wars.

M erry  Christmas!
Diego Dossantos

D ear Santa ,
Can you p lease bring 

m y fam ily some gifts. 
P lease bring  my mom 
some yam . Pleae bring 
m y dad a poster of a 
G erm an Shepard. Please 
bring  my bro ther Sam a 
pillow. Please bring  my 
bro ther H enry  a  Poke- 
mon cards. Pleae bring 
m e Lego Friends set.

M erry  Christmas!
Lilah Gray

D ear San ta ,
Gan you plfease bring 

m y fam iliy gifts? Please 
bring  my mom  jewelry. 
P lease bring  my dad 
something for sports. 
P lease bring  my bro ther 
a  phone. Please bring  my 
b ro ther Am m ar a  phone. 
P lease b ring  m e some 
toys.

M erry  Christmas!
Alishba Aqeel

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

p resen ts  fo r my family? 
Can you please bring  m y 
m omm y medicine?
Please  bring m y dad a 
new Bible. Please bring 
m y uncle new jeans. 
P lease bring  m e Ometrix.

M erry  Christmas!
Tamer Deaibes

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

p resen ts fo r m y family? 
Can you bring  m y mom 
jew elry. Can you bring 
my dad a  new hammer. 
Can you bring  m y sis ter  a 
new  M onster High doll? 
P leaes b ring  m y sis ter a  
new baby doll. P lease 
b ring  me an a r t  set.

M erry  Christmas!
Jewel Benward

Dear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

m y fam ily presents? Can 
you bring  my Mom some 
slippers and a  new  pair 
o f boots and my Dad 
some new  pa ir  of slip­
p e rs  and a  State helmet. 
P lease bring  me a  4  by 4 
toy.

M erry  Christmas!
Cooper Austin

m y dad new  slippers? 
Please give my mom  a 
new  purp le  swifter. 
P lease give my little 
b ro ther a new rocket. 
Could you p lease give my 
g randm a a new walking 
stick. Please give m e a 
w ater bed please. Please 
give my grandad a  tool­
box, he rea lly  needs it. 
P lease bring  m y other 
g randm a some ea r plugs.

M erry  Christmas!
John Edwards

D ear Santa ,
Please bring  my fam ­

ily some presen ts. Please 
bring  m y mom a neck­
lace  and can  you give my 
dad a TV stand. Please 
b ring  m y bro ther a com­
p u te r  and can you bring 
m e a computer.

Can you bring  m y dog 
a  chew  toy and can you 
bring  m y c a t a  climbing 
post. Can you bring  my 
g randm a and grandpa a 
cofy cup.

M erry  Christmas!
Zachary Passmore

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

m y fam ily gifts? Can you 
bring  m y mom  slippers? 
Can you bring  m y Dad 
DVD? Can you bring  my 
b ro th er puzzels? Can you 
b r in g  m e Jessie  from  Toy 
Story?

M erry  Christmas!
M annat Chauhan

D ear Santa ,
Can you bring  some 

g ifts fo r my family 
please? G randm a would 
like a new  sweater. Mom 
would like a  Hello Kitty. 
D addy would like video 
gam es. I would like the 
A ngry B irds M ega fling 
game. T hat a ll I need.

M erry  Christmas!
Orrin Bauer

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

m y fam ily presents? 
Could you p lease bring 
m y dad a  tool kit? Can 
you please bring  my 
mom kitchen tools? Can 
you bring  me Ben 10 
om niverse m ini-figures? 
Can you please bring 
M rudula a  LeapFrog 
laptop?

M erry  Christmas!
Mihir Shastry

D ear Santa ,
Could you please 

b ring  m y family gifts?

Could you please bring 
m y mom Lipstic. Could 
you please bring  my Dad 
a machine. Could you 
bring  m y b ro ther a re ­
mote control racecar? 
Could you bring  me a 
Lego M illenium Falcon.

M erry  Christmas!
Dhruv Hegde

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

m y fam ily gifts? Can you 
bring  my mom slippers? 
Can you bring  Dad a 
toolbox! Can you bring 
m y sis ter  a  doll? Can you 
bring  me a Toy Story Mr. 
Potato Head?

M erry  Christmas!
Angad Chauhan

D ear Santa,
Can you please give 

m y family gifts? CAn you 
bring  my mom a kitchen 
Super S tar DVD? Can 
you bring  m y dad a tool­
box w ith tools in it? Can 
you bring  m y little  broth­
e r  new toys? Can you 
p leese bring  me a Ju st 
D ance 1 video game?

M erry  Christmas!
Siddharth Srinivasan

D ear Santa ,
Can you please bring 

presen ts  fo r mom? She 
w ants a new car. Dad 
w ants a new truck . Also 
could mom  have a new 
house and Dad a bike. 
Please bring  me a blue 
skate board. Thank you.

M erry  Christmas!
Shane Dulin

D ear Santa ,
Can you p lease bring 

m y fam ily presents? Can 
you please bring  my 
Mom money? Can you 
please  bring  m y D ad a  
tie? Can you p lease bring 
m y half b ro ther video 
games? Can you please 
b ring  my sis ter  toys? Can 
you please bring  me a 
chem istry  set?

M erry  Christmas!
Sammy Gharbia

D ear Santa ,
H i Santa, how a re  you 

doing? How a re  the  elves 
doing? I be t they  are  
working hard!

M y mom wod wot a 
new blue car. M y dad 
wod wot a  jrill. My broth­
e r  wod wot a  toy zoo. My 
sis te r  wod wot he r oun 
p ress  b rees. I wod wot a 
frd e  boom.

Layla Martinez

D ear Santa ,
H i Santa, how a re  your 

reindeer? How a re  the 
e lves doing I be t they  are  
m akeing the  toys a t the 
nortpole. M y dad would 
like acshion figurs pleas. 
My mom wolud like row- 
bey red  earrings pleas. 
My sis ter  wolud like new 
pajam m as. I wolud like 
the  new  coraline Ama- 
rac in  doll. My bayby 
bro ther wold like a  new 
bowcer.

Pilar Perry

D ear Santa ,
How is M rs. Claus and 

how a re  you? A re you 
bisy? M y Mom would 
love gloo for a  brokin 
ring. My D ad rely  would 
wot a  tig rs  dlakit. My 
bro ther wod wot a radfol 
dog. My sis te r  would love 
a  gric  book. I  will love a  
teenage m utan ninja 
tu rtle s  house. Ih k  you 
Santa.

Abigail Brenner

D ear Santa,
H i Santa.How a re  you. 

How a re  the  elves they 
a re  busy, you a re  ready 
for your trip . My mom

w ant a new iPad, m y dad 
w ant a watch. My broth­
e r  w ants a toy gun. My 
sis ters  w ant a toy teen­
age mutan ninja tu rtles. I 
w ant a  A m erican girl 
doll.

Ariel Davenport

D ear Santa ,
H i Santa how a re  you? 

how a re  the  reindeer?
My Dad w ants s ta r  wars 
guy. My mom w ants new 
cloths. My bro ther wants 
a  new  foot ball. My dog 
w ants a  new  chew  toy.

I rilly  w ant a Pacific 
Rin set. Have a good trip!

Nathan Sadowski

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you doing? 

How a re  the  re indeer are  
they  exrsising well. How 
is M rs Claus, is she bak­
ing cokes al Ithe time? 
And how a re  the  elves 
a re  they  m akeing the 
toys.

My mom would like a 
cozy slaprs. My Dad 
would like a Ipad. My 
bro ther would like the 
Lego Lion Chi Temple 
from  China. What I rile  
r ile  rile  wont the  Meet 
the  M asters vapiurs casl. 
A nd I hoop you have a 
v e ry  saf tr ip  every  cris- 
m is and good bles you.

Jacob Caruana

D ear Santa,
Hi Santa how have you 

been doing? When I see 
you I will give you a pre­
sent it  will be on the  tabil. 
I t is a speler present. I t 
will be a Lego Ghima 
present. All fo r you.

I hope you have a  safe 
trip . Please bring  my 
mom a puple d res. And 
bring  m y Dad a trothy.

Mason Yager

D ear Santa ,
W hat a re  you doing? 

Are you busy with 
Christm as? Santa please 
bring m y mom a shirt 
and pants. Please bring 
m y dad a  coat. I have 
been a good boy. Please 
b ring  m e a puzzle. I will 
give you cookies.

Masahiro Nishikawa

D ear Santa ,
H i Santa how have you 

been doing? I be t you 
have been ve ry  busy 
getting read y  for your 
b ig  trip . M y dad w ants 
tools. M y mom  w ants 
b raslets. M y bro ther 
w ants a toy gun. I want a 
re l I fon they  have 
games. A N in ja  tu rtle s  
se t toys too. Can I have a 
uWii and Wiiu games. I 
w ant a wiiu. I w ant new 
Sper M ario Bros 2. New 
spe r mario wii.

Gurkirat Singh

D ear Santa ,
How a re  you doing? 

We love you, Santa. My 
mom will love a  new  red  
car. Dad will like to give 
a p resen t to  you Santa. 
My bro ther E than will 
like a ipad. H anna Now- 
len will want a beautiful 
princess doll w ith a  pink 
dress.

Hannah Nowlen

D ear Santa,
H i Santa how have you 

been doing? I be t you 
have been ve ry  busy 
getting ready  for your 
big trip . M y dad would 
really like a new phon.
My mom would really 
like a new  puree . My 
sis ter  would rally  like a 
dog house. I will wont a 
m onster tru k  H ot 
W heels.

H ave a  g rea t tr ip.
Brodi English

L e g a l N o tic e  
C h a r te r  T o w n sh ip  o f  P ly m o u th  

2013 W in te r  T a x e s

W inter Taxes are due December 1,2013 and payable through February 14,2014 without 
penalty. Additional information appears on the reverse side of your tax statement. MAKE 
ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH. Payments can 
' : made at the Township Hall during regular working hours, Monday -  Friday, 8:00 a.m.

4:30 p.m. a t the  Treasurer’s Office. After hours payments can be placed in the 24 hr 
WHITE DROP BOX located along the circular drive. The Treasurer's Office will be open 
December 31,2013 from 9:00am to  1:00pm.

RON EDWARDS 
Treasurer
C harter Township of Plymouth 
9955 Haggerty Rd 
Plymouth, MI 481710

T h u rsd ay  
D ecem b er 26  
6:00 PM Kickoff 
Ford Field W5-,

littlecaesarsRizzaHowl.com

U n iv e r s ity  o l  
' T O l l  | |  7/ ^  P i t t s b u r g h

® A is  a j  panthers
6-6 ACC Conference \ w

B o w lin g  G reen  
S ta le  U n iv ersity

Falcons
Mid-American 

Conference Champions

TICK ETS: CLUB LEUEL $ 6 0 . LOW ER LEVEL $ 4 5 . END ZONE $30
Purchase tickets in person by visiting the Ford Field ticket office 

To order tickets by phone call 877-212-8898, 
visit littlecaesarspizzabowl.com/tickets or Fordfield.com.

TREAT YOURSELF TO ON EARLY HOLIDAY GIFT



Pets are always prominent on Santa’s list
By Joanne Maliszewski

Chapman Wolf of 
Northville doesn’t  know 
it yet, bu t he's going to 
have the  pleasure of 
unw rapping a  new coat, 
some food and a  toy pen­
guin fo r Christm as gifts.

“We buy a lot of both 
(food and toys),”  said 
Chapman’s hum an mom, 
Marney.

In fact, the  one-year- 
old w heaten te rr ie r  — 
and M arney Wolf — stops 
in Celebrity Pets on Cen­
ter S treet in downtown 
N orthville on the ir  walks 
almost every  day. T hat’s 
one of the  reasons he’s 
getting a  new Kong jack­
et. I t’s water- and snow- 
repellant and is made of 
reflective  material.

Rose Misiolek, who 
owns Celebrity Pets, 
needed m ore room to 
show case products for 
pe ts this holiday so she  is 
using the  low er level of 
the  shop as a  sort of 
Christm as store. Up and 
downstairs, the  s to re  is 
filled with fresh-baked 
trea ts , jackets, collars, 
leashes, beds, food and 
you name it.

Big th is year is what 
a re  called Paw Mushers, 
a wax to pu t on dog paws 
to keep the  salt off the ir 
pads. " It’s m ade for sled­
ding dogs,” M isiolek said.

At 3 Dog B akery in 
downtown Plymouth, 
shoppers w ere lined up 
in front of cases filled 
w ith fresh-baked dog 
trea ts  this past week.
“We have been very  
busy,” said Nate Atkin­
son, son of Gary, who 
owns the  bakery.

"T here hasn’t  been a 
five-minute period when 
it w asn’t like this,” Nate 
said, w atching the  the  
line of people waiting 
the ir tu rn  to buy pet 
trea ts.

Big d o llars
U nabashed is w hat pet 

ow ners a re  when it

Kelsey Anne Ogrodnick of Canton, who works a t Celebrity 
Pets in Northville, reviews the pet inventory, photos by
JOANNE MALISZEWSKI

com es to spending mon­
ey on the ir  canine and 
feline family members, 
especially when it comes 
to putting something 
under the  tree  or in the 
holiday stocking.

In  fact, they  a re  so 
willing to  spend money 
tha t as a group pet own­
e rs  will spend m ore than 
$55 million before year’s 
end, according to the 
A m erican Pet P roducts 
Association.

That’s good news for 
pe ts and ow ners of pet 
p roduct stores. “T hey are  
p a rt of the  family. They 
a re  trea ted  the  sam e way 
as children or spouses,” 
Misiolek said.

K ristin  Schm itt, own­
e r  of Pet-N-Paw on Wood­
w ard in Ferndale, wit­
nesses the  sam e type of 
dedication w ith shoppers 
in he r store. “We have 
had a lot of people come 
in. People in this area  
don’t  have as many hu­
m an children as they  do 
fu r babies."

T he rise  in  aw areness 
about healthy food and 
trea ts  fo r pets has even 
brought pe t ow ners into 
Schm itt's store for con­
sultations: “We won’t sell 
anything made in China. 
We only sell products 
that have had no recalls.”

T hat includes foods 
such as Pioneer N aturals,

Taste of the  Wild, Natural 
Balance and Happy Ho­
wie’s  Deli in D etroit. "I 
can’t com pete w ith the 
Big Box stores, bu t ev­
eryone can afford  good 
pet food,” she said. “We 
have had a lot of people 
coming in here."

Big in the  healthy 
trea ts  departm ent are  
pigs e ars  and bully sticks 
— w ithout m ites o r  a r ­
senic. “Everything we 
sell is holistic, organic 
and U.S.A. made,”
Schm itt said.

She doesn’t stock a  lot 
of toys because many are  
m ade in China, w hich 
doesn’t have the  same 
level of product reg­
ulation as does the  U.S. 
Collars and leashes a re  
also popular a t Pet-N- 
Paw, as is its connection 
to adoption and rescue 
groups. “We give dis­
counts to the  person who 
will adopt. There  a re  a lot 
o f good designer dogs on 
PetFinder.com,” Schmitt 
said.

Shopping
Also on Woodward, 

Gina Ray, who owns Na­
p ie r’s Kennel Shop, said 
shoppers a t he r store are  
going for toys — for cats 
and dogs — as well as a 
varie ty  of coats and jack­
ets. One of the popular 
trea ts  is  a  Yaky Stick,

jile .c o la t?

Nate Atkinson, son of Gary Atkinson, who owns the  popular 3 Dog Bakery in downtown 
Plymouth, helps customers who have stopped to  buy freshly baked dog treats.

made of yak milk. “It's 
m uch m ore digestible 
than raw hide," Ray said.

A lot of grandparents 
shopping for the ir  grand- 
dogs and grandkitties 
stop into he r store. Ray 
suggests toys. One of the 
new popular ones is the 
Choobee, developed by 
an auto eng ineer in Lake 
Orion. I t is shaped like a 
T .’

“We’ve sold like 400 of 
them . I think it  is some­
thing about the  shape of 
the  toy tha t dogs love,” 
Ray said.

Interactive  toys have 
grown in popularity for 
cats and dogs. At Napi­
e r’s, R ay has sold a num­
b er of puzzles in which 
pet ow ners can pu t in 
trea ts  and the  dog has to 
figure out how to get the 
goods.

For cats, interactive 
toys include the  Bamboo­
z ler Wand, which has a 
long, b raided string , that 
encourages pets to play 
and bat and swat, said 
Anne Klein, ow ner of 
Backyard Friends Cat

Shopper a t D rake and 
G rand R iver in Farm ing­
ton Hills.

But catnip toys re­
main the  most popular 
fo r the  kitty  population. 
Catnip actually comes 
from  a plant tha t is  a 
mem ber of the  m int fam ­
ily. “The oil in the  p lant is 
w hat cats react to,” Klein 
said. "Prem ium  catnip is 
the  best way to  go."

And Klein has a p leth­
ora  of catnip toys rang­
ing from  those in the 
shape of a  cat ta il to a  
tomato to teddy  bears. 
"Catnip won't hu rt your 
cat,” K lein said.

Also popular fo r cats 
a re  crinkle balls, which 
a re  like tin  foil and fur 
and definitely cap ture  
the feline attention, Mis­
iolek said.

Growing in popularity 
fo r cats who like hopping 
on the  counter to ge t a 
quick drink  from  the 
kitchen o r  bathroom  
faucet is the ir ve ry  own 
drinking fountain. They 
come in a ll sizes and 
o ffer w ater dripping into

a bowl.
"They are  fascinated 

with dripping water,” 
Klein said.

And like people, dogs 
and cats  love good beds.
A va rie ty  of types and 
sizes have been popular 
th is  C hristm as shopping 
season.

F o r cats, K lein sug­
gest a doughnut-shaped 
bed that allows a  ca t to 
craw l in and keep their 
head on top of th e  comfy 
retreat. Long-haired cats, 
she said, p re fe r  beds that 
allow them to  lay on top 
so they  won’t  ge t over­
heated.

Over a t Celebrity Pets 
in Northville, Misiolek 
said she is selling a  good 
num ber o f orthopedic 
beds fo r dogs, especially 
large dogs, and heated 
beds fo r cats.

The orthopedic beds 
range  in p rice  from  . 
$59.99 to about $150 and 
come in a ll sizes for 
sm all and large  dogs.

C h e c k  o u t  t h e s e  e x c i t i n g  
c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e sG u i d e  t o

opportunities see 
“aw ard  winning' 
classified section!

contact us at careers@hometownlife.com or call 1 -800-579-7355To place your ad  here

Auto A ccount 
Executive

T h e  Observer and  E ccentric is looking for an 
A uto A ccount E xecutive lo cover the  suburban 
D etroit area. T his position will work ou t o f  die 
Sterling Heights, MI location, 

his position is responsible fo r all sales and 
dated activities to  advertisers within an assigned 

geographic territory. Will mainly be servicing 
au to  businesses widi the  opportun ity  to  sell into 
the  O bserver & Eccentric publications and  DMP 
products. Prim ary responsibility is m anaging the 
territory to  achieve sales quotas and  developing 
new au to  business. T h e  Auto Account Executive 
will develop strategies, make presentations to 
new and  existing advertisers and  be  responsive 
to  custom er needs. Sales orders, reports and 
docum enta tion  are  p repared  for m anagem ent’s

An Associate’s degree  and  two years o f  sales 
experience  a n d /o r  equivalent. Auto sales 
experience a  plus. B achelor’s  degree  preferred. 
Professional com m unication, p resentation and  
organizational skills a re  required. Must be  highly 
motivated, analytical, detail-oriented and  able to 
work u nder dead line  pressure. Proficiency using 
a personal com puter is requ ired . Use o f  personal 
vehicle, valid driver's license, state m andated  au to  
insurance and  good  driving record  are  required.

G anne tt is an equal opportunity  em ployer and 
is com m itted to  a policy o f  equal em ploym ent 
opportunity  for all persons.

O bserver & Eccentric M edia, a  G annett 
company, specializes in community-based 
inform ation on a variety o f  pla tform s -  print, 
web, m obile and  video, laical is what we do  best.

To apply: Email y o u r r e su m e  to  F rank  C ibor 
a t  fcibor@ hometownlife.com  or  ap p ly  on 

Careerbuilder.com  a n d  look  fo r O&E M edia 
A uto  E xecu tive  position .
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Observer & Eccentric Media specializes in community-based information on a vanety of 
platforms -  print, web, mobile and video. O&E Media publishes 13 individually edited 
newspapers, a website and more than 75 special sections and specialty products annually. 
The staff includes more than 40 journalists, 25 advertising account executives and other key 
support personnel in circulation and production. O&E Media - Because local matters. Come

Obsewer'and Eccentric Media is looking for an Account Executive for the South Lyon, Ml 
Territory. This position will work out ot the South Lyon, Ml location.
RESPONSIBILITIES: This position is responsible tor all sales and related activities to 
advertisers within an assigned geographic territory. Will mainly be servicing businesses with 
the opportunity to sell into the Hometown Weeklies, Observer & Eccentric publications and 
DMP products. Primary responsibility is managing the territory to achieve sales quotas and 
developing new business. The Account Executive will develop strategies, make presentations 
to new and existing advertisers and be responsive to customer needs. Sales orders, reports 
and documentation are prepared for management’s review.
REQUIREMENTS: An Associate's degree and two years of sales experience and/or equivalent. 
Bachelor's degree preferred. Professional communication, presentation and organizational 
skills are required. Must be highly motivated, analytical, detail-oriented and able to work under 
deadline pressure. Proficiency using a personal computer is required. Use of personal vehicle, 
valid driver's license, state mandated auto insurance and good driving record are required. 
Our Company
Gannett is a media and marketing solutions company with a diverse portfolio ot broadcast, 
digital, mobile and publishing companies.
Gannett provides consumers easy access to the things that matter most to them -  any way 
and anywhere.
Gannett's portfolio of trusted brands helps business customers connect with these highly 
engaged audiences through its industry-leading marketing services, customized solutions and 
national-to-local-to-personal reach.
The company's 82 U.S. daily newspapers, including USA TODAY, reach 11.6 million readers 
every weekday and 12 million readers every Sunday, providing important news and information 
from their customers' neighborhoods and around the globe. USA TODAY, the nation s No. 1 
newspaper in print circulation, and USAT00AY.com reach a combined 6.6 million readers daily. 
The Broadcasting Division's 23 TV stations reach 21 million households, covering 18.2 percent 
ol the U.S. population. Through its Captivate subsidiary, the Broadcasting Division delivers 
news, information and advertising to a highly desirable audience demographic on 9,500 video 
screens located in elevators of office towers and select hotel lobbies In 25 maior cities across 
North America. ..  . . . . . .
Newsquest is one of the U.K.'s leading regional community news providers and its digital 
portfolio of newspaper and online-only brands attracts nearly 7.5 million unique users each 
month. It has a portfolio of 17 daily paid-for newspapers and more than 200 weeidy newspapers, 
magazines and trade publications. Newsquest owns a successful online publisher called si, 
which is a leading recruitment site in Scotland Gannett is an equal opportunity employer and is 
committed to a policy of equal employment opportunity for all persons.
Email resumes to: lvernon®gannett.com. Attn: Sales Please specify the temtory you are 
interested in on the subject line of your email. fcfcu
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Cure case of cabin fever with outdoor fun
By Diane Gale Andreassi

T here’s p lenty to  do 
when the  w eather is frig­
id and cabin feve r gets 
dangerously unbearable. 
But cold, snowy w eather 
doesn’t mean you have to 
hibernate on your sofa, in 
front of the  television 
w ith a  blanket until 
spring.

Check out the  Wild 
Lights show a t the  De­
tro it Zoo in Royal Oak as 
you take  in the  holiday 
enterta inm ent, from  arts  
and c ra fts, storytelling, 
ice carving and a  Lego 
holiday tra in  display. The 
Wild A dventure Zone is 
also fea turing  The Polar 
Express 4 D Experience, 
a  14-minute film  sta rring  
Tom Hanks.

The show runs 5:30-9 
p.m. Dec. 20-23,26-30 and 
Jan . 2-5, staying open 
until 10 p.m. Friday  and 
Saturday. T ickets a re  $8 
p e r  person in advance 
and $10 a t the  gate  for 
ages 2 and older. Parking 

• is $5.
O r head outdoors to 

some place like Kensing­
ton M etropark, where 
the re 's  p lenty to keep you 
busy.

Up n o rth  fee l
The wooded, ru ra l 

setting  off In tersta te  96 
offe rs the  pe rfec t scen­
ery  for Dave H ardin of 
Royal Oak, who uses the 
pa rk  to the  fu llest all 
year. H e usually meets 
friends, because  it’s a 
halfw ay point from  
w here everyone lives. He 
w as out recen tly  to hike 
w ith buddies in 28-de­
gree  w eather and he also 
uses th e  trails to  snow- 
shoe, bike and cross 
country  ski.

Ben Buyaw e of F a r­
mington H ills walks the 
tra ils  around Kensington 
fo r close to  th ree  hours 
tw o or th ree  tim es week­
ly, depending on the  tem ­
pera tures.

B ruce D arr rode his 
horse  H am m er from  his 
M ilford home to Ken­
sington recently. H am ­
m er prefers  colder 
w eather to warm, said 
Darr, who dresses in 
layers and w ears w inter 
r iding boots to  keep 
warm.

Kim Jarv is, Kensing­
ton M etropark superin­
tendent, said th e re  are  
five miles of hike/bike 
trails tha t a re  plowed 
from  the  E ast Boat 
Launch to the  Bay Woods 
Picnic area. TWo ice  rinks 
a re  available a t the  boat 
ren ta l, one fo r fre e  skat­
ing and other designated 
fo r hockey use. T here 
a re  no ska te  ren ta ls 
available.

The pa rk  also offe rs  12

country ski trip a t Northville’s Maybury State ParkCindy Stanndard heads off

miles of cross country 
sk i trails. Cross country 
skis a re  available a t the 
golf course clubhouse, 
which is open from  10 
a.m. to  5:30 p.m. week­
ends and holidays, when 
snow conditions perm it. 
Snowshoeing is available 
on the  na tu re  trails, too. 
H orse-draw n sleigh 
rides, if  th e re  is enough 
snow, a re  available on the 
w eekends a t the  Farm  
Center. The cost for 
adults is  $5 and children 
and senior citizens are  
$3. T he N ature  Center is 
also open during  the 
winter.

Sledding, tobogganing 
and a beginners snow 
boarding hill a re  avail­
able a t the  Orchard Pic­
nic area, which is also 
dubbed the  w in ter sports 
area, Ja rv is  said.

Huron Meadows Met­
ropark  in G reen Oak 
Township o ffe rs both 
classic  and skate  skiing. 
The pa rk  m akes snow for 
a one-kilom eter cross 
country  ski trail, Jarv is 
said. Both classic and 
skate skis a re  available 
for ren ta l a t the  Huron 
M eadows club house 2-7 
p.m. Friday  and 10 a.m. to 
5  p.m. Saturday and Sun-

The m etroparks re­
qu ire  a  vehicle en try  
pass, which is $5 daily.

Flying d o w n  hills
T hrill seekers love the 

rush  of mounting the ir  
sleds and flying down the 
hills a t Edw ard Hines 
D rive betw een Six Mile 
and Seven Mile in North- 
ville o r  betw een Middle- 
belt and Inkster roads in 
W estland. The lines can 
get daunting, bu t it gives 
the  adventurous tim e to 
catch  th e ir b reath.

Sledders also te st 
the ir  speed a t St. An­
drew ’s Church in Roches­
te r  Hills; a t Beverly Park 
in Beverly  Hills; and 
Shiaw assee Park and 
H eritage  Park, both in 
Farmington.

Grab your hiking 
boots fo r outdoor fun at 
M aybury State Pa rk  in 
Northville, which is open 
a ll year fo r h ikers and 
runners. 'IVails a re  
plowed and during the 
w inter, pa ths are  
groomed fo r cross coun­

try  skiing. Snowshoes a re  
available fo r ren ta l by 
calling 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through T hurs­
day to make arrange ­
m ents fo r w eekday and 
weekend outings. Adult 
snow shoes a re  $10 to 
ren t and children’s sizes 
a re  $7. Call 248-349-8390.

“M aybury provides an 
easily accessible outdoor 
experience  with snow in 
the woods and wildlife,” 
said Nikki Van Bloem, 
M aybury supervisor.
"You can walk five min­

u tes into the  woods and 
have no idea you’re  so 
c lose to a huge m etropol­
itan area  tha t we’r e  right 
on the  edge of. I t’s conve-

The backdrop a t May­
bury is a whole lot of 
w oodpeckers along with 
a ll kinds of o ther b irds, 
as well as deer and fox if  
you’re  lucky to spot 
them . You a re  m ore like­
ly to come across a flock 
o f turkeys.

dandreassi@hometownlife.co
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Goodell uses skills, leadership to manage Harvest
I I r a m  I— ----------------------------------- ^  k tl M anufacturers cast issue triggered the  s tra in  to  local food agencies.
LOCdMOOa r e s c u e  , 1  Off im perfectly form ed on finances o r loss o f a A new partnersh ip

 k, irwiillK, \  sausases and discolored iob -  somethine tha t enables Forgotten Har-

By Pamela A. Zinkosky

The leader of metro 
D etroit's only food re s ­
cue organization is 
poised, accomplished and 
w ell-respected. H er 
nam e graces multiple 
aw ards. She holds a 
Johns Hopkins U niver­
sity  diploma. She has 
b e tter  than  25 years of 
nonprofit m anagem ent 
experience and can claim 
m any firs ts  and mile­
stones in food rescue.
But the  word that best 
describes Susan Goodell, 
presiden t and ch ief exec­
u tive officer o f Forgotten 
H arvest, is "humble."

Goodell, 50, a  Bir­
m ingham resident, had 
humble beginnings. She 
grew  up on a sheep farm  
in M aine and to this day 
loves to  work with the 
fibers he r fam ily farm  
produced. “I  like to 
w eave,” she said. “T hat’s 
m y quiet tim e to reflect 
and think about w hat’s

Goodell's w ork life is 
anything bu t quiet. At the 
helm of Forgotten H ar­
vest, she’s  responsible 
for “rescuing" m ore than 
45 million pounds of food 
annually from  restau ­
ran ts , grocery  stores, 
ca te re rs  and food manu­
fac tu rers  and getting it 
to 280 em ergency food

Susan Goodell is leading the way to  help feed the needy.

providers throughout 
m etro Detroit. Not that 
she  would take credit for 
it, bu t tha t’s up from  23 
million pounds of res­
cued food tw o years  ago 
and less than a million 
pounds before  she joined 
Forgotten H arvest in 
2001.

Since movihg to Mich­
igan in 1994, Goodell has 
w orked w ith many non­
profit organizations, but 
Forgotten H arvest, now 
occupying newly donated 
office space in South­
field, has provided the 
m ost hands-on work, she 
said. Not only does the 
c harity  provide a very 
basic human need -  food 
-  bu t it's  also an ex trem e­
ly lean organization, with 
80 em ployees working to 
com bat hunger through­
out Wayne, O akland and 
M acomb counties and 96 
cents on the  dollar used 
solely for food rescue 
and distribution.

“Every day is differ­
ent,” Goodell said. "The 
tasks tha t need to  be 
done are  so different."
On any given day, she 
could be drum m ing up 
publicity for Forgotten 
H arvest, discussing gov­
e rnm ent policy in her 
seat on the  Michigan 
Food Policy Council, 
m eeting with food pro­
v iders o r  working with 
s ta ff on logistics and 
fundraising.

“I love being engaged 
in every  aspect of what 
w e do,” she said. “I abso­
lutely love this work. 
E very  day is like your 
birthday.”

F iguring out why and 
w here th e re ’s food waste 
and putting tha t food to 
good use, fascinates Goo­
dell. She noted that, ac­
cording to a U.S. D epart­
m ent of A griculture re­
port, about a qua rte r  of 
a ll food produced in this 
country goes to  waste.

M anufacturers cast 
off im perfectly  form ed 
sausages and discolored 
or broken beans. Bak­
eries d iscard day-old 
bread. Restaurants toss 
surplus meals.

"We provide tha t criti­
cal link betw een where 
there’s too much and 
w here there’s  not 
enough,” Goodell said.

H elp ing  p eople
W hat rea lly  makes 

Goodell tick, however, is 
seeing the  end resu lt of 
Forgotten H arvest’s 
efforts. “I am  personally 
motivated by the people 
w e serve,” she said.

“Certainly fo r a ll o f us 
there  com es a tim e when 
you 're a t your desk think­
ing about the  mountain of 
w ork tha t needs to be 
done and wondering 
’Why am  I doing this?’ 
W hen tha t happens to 
me, I go out and see the 
people whose lives we 
make better.”

Goodell pa ints a pic­
tu re  of w hat she sees a t 
the  food agencies, which 
receive 875,000 pounds 
of rescued food weekly 
from  Forgotten Harvest.

People are  lined up 
outside the  building, 
pushing wheelchairs, 
garbage cans on wheels, 
strollers, w agons and 
anything else they  might 
use  to transport food. 
T hey've likely walked a 
mile o r  m ore to get there. 
They te ll sto ries about 
how they  found them ­
selves in this situation. 
M any tim es, a  health

: triggered  the  stra in  
i finances or loss o f a 

job  -  something that 
could happen to  anyone.

“I t’s  shocking to real­
ize how vulnerable we all 
are ,” Goodell said. “It’s 
ju st so compelling. You 
know this work is so 
important."

While seeing the  fruits 
o f h e r labor inspires and 
energizes her, Goodell is 
fa r  from  complacent.

Even a t 150,000 
pounds of food pe r day 
m aking its way to people 
in need, courtesy of For­
gotten H arvest's 35 re­
frigerated  trucks and 65 
mobile pantries, and a 
p rojected 5-percent in­
crease  in tha t num ber 
over the  next five years, 
there’s  still a food short­
age in m etro Detroit.

"T here’s  significantly 
m ore need than  we can 
fill,” Goodell said. "Seven 
hundred tw enty thousand 
people in our region are  
living in  poverty.”

T hat th e  need out­
paces Forgotten H ar­
vest’s w ork is evidenced 
by  the  100 or so  agencies 
on the  organization’s 
w aiting list.

Expanding reach
That’s  why Goodell 

continues to find new 
w ays to  expand he r or­
ganization’s reach. For 
exam ple, Forgotten H ar­
vest Farm s in  D eerfield 
Township, a  recently  
donated 92-acre plot of 
land, produces ju st under
900,000 pounds of fresh  
produce for distribution

to  local food agencies.
A new partnersh ip  

enables Forgotten H ar­
vest to use  G arden Fresh 
G ourm et's Inkste r plant 
to p rocess farm-grown 
produce. “I t gives us the 
ability to p rocess items 
in large  quantities for 
w inter months," Goodell 
said.

“We’re  o ften the  bene­
ficiary of the goodwill of 
the  community," Goodell 
said of the  G arden Fresh 
partnership.

Goodell exudes grat­
itude fo r a  job she loves 
and a  community that 
supports her, a ll the 
while working to  im ­
prove that community. 
TWo years ago, she re ­
ceived the  Eleanor Josai- 
tis U nsung H ero Award 
from  the  Detroit Free 
Press and the  Metropol­
itan A ffa irs Committee. 
The aw ard “recognizes 
an individual who may 
not have yet received the 
w idespread recognition 
he or she deserves for 
long-standing efforts to 
fu rther regional coopera­
tion and understanding.” 

Goodell is quick to 
point out tha t she’s  ju st 
an ordinary mom who 
spends much of he r free 
tim e helping h e r  11-year- 
old son complete his 
homework, enjoying 
fam ily tim e w ith her 
husband and son or 
weaving.

To donate, volunteer or learn 
more about Forgotten Harvest 
visit www. forgotten 
harvestorg.

Forgotten Harvest uses donated office space to expand its reach
By Pamela A. Zinkosky

T is  the  season to re ­
m em ber tha t gifts come 
in all form s. Forgotten 
H arvest, th e  region's 
only food rescue  organi­
zation, received an early 
holiday gift la s t month in 
the  form  of 8,000 square

feet of fully furnished 
office space.

The gift-giver was 
G rant Thornton LLP, an 
audit, tax  and advisory 
firm  with offices in the 
Southfield American 
Center building on 
Franklin Road. G rant 
Thornton consolidated its 
offices and wound up

w ith an en tire floor of 
unused space, so the 
company subleased half 
of it and gave the  other 
ha lf to Forgotten H arvest 
fo r use through Novem­
ber 2017.

The nonprofit compa­
ny runs lean, w ith 80 
em ployees responsible 
fo r collecting 875,000

M -

The development and finance committee gathers in the Superior Room of the n< 
Forgotten Harvest offices, john stormzand | staff photographer
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pounds of unused food 
each week from  m anu­
fac turers, grocery 
stores, restau ran ts  and 
other sources and dis­
tribu ting  it to em ergency 
food agencies throughout 
m etro D etroit. N everthe­
less, Forgotten H arvest’s 
sta ff  had far outgrown 
the  available space in its 
Oak Park warehouse and 
distribution center.

“We w ere bursting at 
the seam s,” said Forgot­
ten  H arvest President 
and CEO Susan Goodell, 
a residen t of Birming­
ham. “T here  w ere so 
many people cram m ed 
into a small space. We 
couldn’t even think.
T here  w ere often lite r­
ally several meetings 
going on a t once in the

“We have individual 
work spaces now. H aving 
this space is really allow­
ing us to work m ore effi­
ciently.”

What’s  more, Goodell 
says, it’s a  luxury for a 
nonprofit to  have such 
nice offices. “I t’s abso­
lutely beautiful," she 
said. “T here’s even a rt­
w ork on the walls.”

Generous d o n atio n
Since the offices are 

so beautiful and since 
Forgotten H arvest is so 
com m itted to efficiency -  
96 cents of every  dollar 
donated to  the  organiza­
tion goes directly  tow ard 
food rescue  -  Goodell felt 
the  need to le t visitors 
know w here the  office 
space came from. The 
Forgotten H arvest sign 
includes an “offices gen­
erously donated by Grant 
Thornton" note.

Goodell said she m et a 
fo rm er G ran t Thornton 
pa rtne r a few  years ago 
and since then  the  or­
ganization has provided 
continued support in the 
form  of volunteers. 
"G rant Thornton really

w rapped the ir  a rm s 
around us,” she said.

Jim  Trouba, a pa rtne r 
a t G rant Thornton and 
Forgotten H arves t board 
member, said his organi­
zation chose to  get in­
volved w ith Forgotten 
H arves t th rough its GT 
Cares program . “We 
w ere im pressed  by not 
only the  mission of For­
gotten H arvest, but with 
the  com m itm ent o f its 
people and the  signifi­
can t num ber of people in 
our community tha t they 
help,” he said.

The donation, TVouba 
said, ju s t made sense, 
especially in light of 
Forgotten H arvest’s 
mission to reduce  waste.

The Southfield office 
frees up a good deal of 
space in the  Oak Park 
w arehouse, which pro­
vides food storage, 
houses the  organization’s 
flee t of 35 refrigerated  
trucks and provides work 
space for logistics staff.

From  the warehouse, 
Goodell explained, local 
trucks depart with some 
of the food on hand in 
storage such as repack­
aged item s tha t were 
cast-offs from  manu­
fac tu rers  and donated 
non-perishable goods.

The trucks then pick 
up donated food from  10 
to 12 businesses and then 
drop off food a t three 
differen t em ergency 
food providers.

O ther trucks go out­
side m etro  D etroit, as far 
as Ohio, to  retrieve  do­
nated food and bring it 
back to  the  warehouse.

Forgotten H arvest has 
455 pa rtn e r businesses 
tha t regularly  donate 
food.

The Oak Park facility 
is also w here Forgotten 
H arvest prepares some 
of the  produce it grows 
on its  92-acre farm  in 
D eerfield  Township, 
which then goes to  the

Inkster processing cen­
te r  fo r canning.

The processing center 
is  a recen t development 
made possible th rough a 
partnersh ip  w ith Fem - 
dale-based G arden Fresh 
G ourm et, which owns the 
Inkste r facility.

The arrangem ent 
enables Forgotten H ar­
vest to supplem ent its 
inventory during winter, 
one of the  two tim es of 
year when the  food sup­
ply is depleted because 
less fresh  food is avail­
able.

The other tim e of year 
tha t’s  challenging for 
Forgotten H arvest is 
summ er, Goodell said.

M ore than 250,000 
children in the region 
qualify for fre e  or re- 
duced-cost b reakfasts 
and lunches a t school 
because of low family 
income, bu t in the sum­
m ertim e, tha t resource 
isn’t available.

In  response to that 
need, Forgotten H arvest 
developed a  sum m er 
feeding program  that 
provides sack  lunches to
3,000 children each day.

Forgotten H arvest 
also provides 65 mobile 
pan tries in the  sum m er­
tim e that function like 
farm ers m arkets. “The 
only difference  is there’s 
no bill a t the  end,” she 
said.

Forgotten H arvest is 
responsible fo r getting 
45.5 million pounds of 
food each year that 
would otherw ise be de­
stroyed to m etro Detroit 
residen ts in need through 
its 280 pa rtn e r food agen­
cies.

The organization is 
poised to  grow that num­
b er by 5 percen t each 
year, Goodell said.

To donate, volunteer or learn 
more about Forgotten Harvest 
visit www.forgotten 
harvest.org.
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Heartbreak of hom elessness haunts children
School districts reach 

out to  help area 
kids survive, thrive

E ver since she was a 
young girl, having a large 
fam ily was p a rt o f Lisa 
Sadler's plan. But she 
never imagined tha t one 
day she’d wind up an 
unemployed, homeless 
m other o f 15.

While six of her chil­
d ren  a re  now adults and 
on the ir own, Sadler, 47, 
said it’s he r niece’s gener­
osity — allowing them to 
stay in he r one-bedroom, 
one-bathroom Farm ing­
ton H ills apartm ent — 
tha t has kep t the  re s t of 
the  Sadler fam ily off the 
s tre e t fo r the past few  
months.

Certainly, it’s a  chal­
lenge for 11 to live in 
such a  small space, Sa­
d ler said. Bedtim e for 
them , which includes her 
husband Cecil, a  22-year- 
old disabled son and 
e ight o the r kids ages 
5-16, consists of lights out 
a t the  sam e tim e for 
everybody and crawling 
into sleeping bags strew n 
across the  living room 
and bedroom floors.

But they make it work. 
And they a re  gratefu l to 
be together, Sadler said.

"I rea lly  appreciate 
the  compassion of not 
being tu rned  aw ay in our 
tim e of need,” she  said. 
“Som etimes, people see a 
need and tu rn  away — 
they’re blind to helping.”

D espite having a  roof 
over th e ir  heads for now, 
based on crite ria  estab­
lished by federa l law, the 
Sadler children a re  con­

sidered homeless. And 
it's  a  designation they 
sha re  not only w ith 80- 
some other Farm ington 
Public Schools students 
this year, bu t with hun­
dreds of o ther students 
identified a s  such 
throughout m etro De­
troit.

W idespread
prob lem

The McKinney-Vento 
H om eless Education 
A ssistance Act of 1987 
provides federa l funds to 
ensure  homeless kids 
continue to  have access 
to  public education. I t 
also has established 
guidelines for school 
d istric ts to de term ine 
which students qualify 
for services m andated by 
the  act.

According to  th e  act, a  
student can be consid­
ered  hom eless if  they 
lack adequate sleeping 
accommodations, share 
housing w ith o the r fam­
ilies due to economic 
hardship, live in a motel, 
car, cam pground, em er­

gency shelter o r sim ilar 
circum stance.

The act in many cases 
calls fo r a school distric t 
offering its homeless 
students transportation 
to  the  dis tric t w here they 
had been attending 
school p rio r to becoming 
homeless, if  they  were 
forced to move away 
during the  school year. 
Should th a t condition 
apply, th e  two distric ts 
typically share  the cost 
o f transporting  the stu­
dents, w hether by school 
bus, public transporta­
tion o r  taxi cab.

In  the  Farm ington 
Public Schools distric t, 
$67,477 was spent on 
transporting  homeless 
students to  and from  
school last year.

FPS D irec tor of In­
structional Equity Naomi 
K halil said school buses 
a re  used to transport the 
kids “as much as we 
can," bu t som etim es that 
isn’t feasible, pa rticu lar­
ly  for the  lengthier 
routes — as far away as 
Ingham  or Macomb

counties in some cases.
D istricts also have use 

of other federa l dollars to 
help homeless families 
w ith school supplies, 
provide free/reduced 
lunches and connect 
them with ou treach cen­
te rs  tha t assist with 
c lothing and other ser-

"The whole purpose is 
to  allow them  to maintain 
some consistency in the ir 
lives,” said K urt TVsz- 
kiewicz, Plymouth-Can- 
ton’s  executive direc tor 
o f staffing, student se r­
v ices and policy. “School 
is one of those areas that 
can be consistent."

According to  Paul 
Salah, Wayne-Westland 
deputy superintendent, 
about 150 students in the 
district a re  considered 
homeless, including 
those living with a rela-

In the N orthville Pub­
lic Schools distric t, ju st 
four students a re  identi­
fied as hom eless th is 
year, while South Lyon 
Community Schools re ­
ports having 48 homeless 
students. Plymouth-Can- 
ton Com munity Schools 
officials estim ate they 're  
curren tly  serving some 
80 homeless students. 
Those students have 
come to the  Plymouth- 
Canton d istric t from 
a reas including Wayne- 
W estland, Van Buren and 
D etroit, officials said.

Livonia Public Schools 
identified 99 homeless 
students so fa r  during 
the cu rren t school year, 
of which five have a l­
ready  left the  district. 
From  Septem ber through 
November, taxi cabs and 
gas reim bursem ent for 
homeless students to­
ta led  ju st under $6,000,

w ith an undeterm ined 
amount spent using LPS 
buses. And while a  few of 
the  distric t's  homeless 
students live in Wayne, 
Westland, D etroit and 
Belleville, according to 
LPS Homeless Liaison 
Phillip Francis, most of 
the  identified homeless 
students live within the 
d istric t’s  boundaries.

“By far, the  most com­
mon homeless situation 
is w hat’s called ‘doubled- 
up,’ which is when a fam­
ily lives with friends or 
fam ily on a  tem porary 
basis,” Francis said.

Becom ing aw are
Identifying a student 

as homeless is sometim es 
done a t regis tra tion tim e, 
based on answ ers to en­
rollm ent questions about 
a child's living situation. 
When hom elessness oc­
curs during the  school 
year — and if  the  student 
or paren t doesn’t make 
the  situation known — it’s 
up to school s ta f f  to  pick 
up on signs which sug­
gest tha t’s  the case.

H om elessness can, 
indeed, affec t academ ic 
perform ance, noted Pam ­
ela Swert, superinten­
dent of Clarenceville 
Public Schools, which 
curren tly  has 22 students 
identified as homeless. 
Any instability in a  s tu ­
den t’s  life, including 
homelessness, increases 
stre ss and im pacts the 
ab ility  to perform  and 
rem ain atten tive  during 
the  day, she  said.

So does having no 
legal righ t to housing, 
knowing they can be 
asked  to leave a t any 
tim e, Francis added.

“Additionally, when 
(in a) doubled-up (situa­
tion), th e  hom eless fam ­
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Plymouth Road

ily m ay be living in an 
unfinished basement, 
sleeping on the  floor or 
couch or a  sim ilarly un­
suitable situation when a 
student doesn’t have his 
or her own space,” he 
said.

Some LPS homeless 
students a re  living in 
hotels o r  in fo ster homes, 
while o thers a re  unac­
companied youth — ei­
th e r kicked out o f their 
homes or are  runaways, 
living without a paren t or 
legal guardian, he said.

FPS Hom eless Liaison 
H atty  Ligon said s ta ff 
undergoes training to be 
m ore aw are  of the  signs 
commonly exhibited by 
homeless students, which 
can include excessive 
tard iness and absences, 
hunger and other in­
dications "that something 
is not right.” She encour­
ages paren ts or guard­
ians of homeless students 
— or o thers tha t know of 
kids in tha t situation — to 
come forw ard so they 
can get the  help they 
need.

“A lot o f the  time, 
people a re  afraid. They 
don’t know w hat to  do,” 
Ligon said. “And then a 
lot of times, pa ren ts  are  
relieved to  know that a 
law  is in place (to provide 
services), tha t they  can 
stay in  th e ir  school of 
origin.”

Also, students identi­
fied as homeless auto­
matically qualify for 
academ ic intervention, 
as needed, funded 
th rough Title 1.

Supplemental learning 
tools can include soft­
w are tutorial program s, 
F rancis added.

N o t hopeless
Though Sadler isn’t 

su re  w here she and her 
fam ily will be in upcom­
ing months, she has her 
sights se t on staying in 
the  Farm ington area. One 
dream  — or goal — is  to 
land a job  with the  school 
distric t, possibly in  food 
service. Another is to 
find suitable housing that 
she  can pay for once 
she 's employed.

Quite simply, she said, 
the  Farm ington commu­
nity  “feels like home.”
H er  kids’ teachers, ad­
m in istrato rs and others 
em braced them  all righ t 
away, she said, w elcom -, - 
ing the  fam ily and help­
ing to ease  the  burden of 
living w ith such ur.cer-

"Here, I ’m  in a good 
place,” she said. “And I 
haven’t felt th a t in a long 
tim e.”

A series of events 
which began about a 
dozen years ago — when 
the  fam ily was forced out 
of the ir D etroit home due 
to toxic black mold dis­
covered in the  a ttic  —- 
dera iled them.

And they  haven’t  been 
able to  get back on track, 
she said.

“I t’s  been like dom­
inoes," Sadler said, not­
ing tha t the fam ily has 
spent tim e with several 
friends, lived in shelters 
and ren ted  a problem- 
filled home before  land­
ing in the Farm ington 
Hills apartm ent. “C hron­
ic, severe  hypertension” 
prevents Cecil from 
working, she said; dis­
ab ility  insurance helps to 
susta in them . Caring for 
the ir disabled son also 
brings in financial assis-

Pinching pennies and 
always hunting for bar­
gains is a way of life, she 
added.

Sadler said it  fee ls like 
she 's been "living in a 
storm " for years — but 
she’s optim istic tha t “it's 
a  storm  tha t will soon 
pass." Until then, she 
said, she’ll keep a posi­
tive outlook and remain 
grateful for those who've 
helped he r family endure 
these trying times.

"A lot of people don’t 
realize the  blessing they 
have in being a home­
owner. A lot of people 
take it fo r granted,” she 
said. "And for a  lot of 
people, they’re  only a 
paycheck away from 
this , too."

Sadler urges anyone 
who can  help he r find 
affordable housing and a 
job — e ither in food ser­
vice, home care  o r  simi­
la r  work — to contact her 
a t 269-823-4231.
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HOCKEYTOW N W INTER FESTIVAL

CCM  131%

Digging after a loose puck are Plymouth's Kyle Bauer and Canton's Jon Winberry (front), photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

Comerica 
experience 

lives up to billing 
for Canton, 

Plymouth icers

THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS

With stream s of morning 
sunlight shooting across the 
Com erica Pa rk  ice, Canton 
and Plym outh renew ed the ir 
boys hockey rivalry  T hurs­
day before  a small-but-vocal 
gathering of fans.

While the  experience 
itself was unforgettable — 
the  w eather cooperated, 
alm ost balm y with tem per­
a tu res  in th e  low 30s — the 
game w as m ore  lopsided as 
the  W ildcats dom inated with 
a  4-0 victory, outshooting the 
Chiefs 40-19.

T he ice itself d rew  mixed 
review s, however. I t was 
chippy, snow y and cracked  
under the  players’ skates, 
perhaps ju s t like it m ight in 
the  middle of a frozen pond 
somewhere.

“It was awesome,” said 
Plymouth jun ior defensem an 
Kyle Bauer, who sported  eye 
black under his hockey cage. 
“I heard tha t rain  was sup­
posed to happen today, so it 
was g rea t tha t we got that 
in.”

As for putting eye black 
on, Bauer said he did so fol­
lowing w arm ups a fte r  notic­
ing the re  w as too much glare

D enB eurgeury (one goal, 
two assists), the  ice w as “a 
bit bum py in certain  a reas, a 
little  patchy. But you ju s t got 
to bear down on those passes 
and shots in fron t of th e  net. 
You ju s t got to  make every­
thing w ith double the  amount 
o f effort."

VanD enBeurgeury added 
tha t it was “g reat to experi­
ence the  f irs t  outdoor game

for Plym outh and Canton, I 
thought it  was a g rea t game 
overall by both team s.”

“I t was a g rea t experi­
ence,” Canton senior fo r­
w ard  Christian Flack said. 
“Com erica Park, they  really 
trea te d  us well. I t was real 
c lassy the  w ay they  did this, 
I  wish it could have tu rned  
out a bit be tter.”

By Tim Sm ith | Staff W riter

The Wildcats' bench 
congratulates teammates 
following one of Plymouth's 
goals against Canton at 
Comerica Park.

B reaking th ro ug h

The few  hundred fans on 
hand, mostly standing from  
the  far-aw ay Tiger Den, 
w itnessed ano ther display of 
spectacu lar goaltending by 
Canton jun ior Nick Borg.

He kep t the  Chiefs in the  
contest until la te  in the  sec­
ond, when Plym outh broke a 
score less tie  on goals by 
jun ior forw ard  Z ach Th- 
v iem e  and sophom ore for­
w ard Alex Bum p ju s t 1:14 
ap art to m ake it a 2-0 game.

T aviem e scored  when he 
tipped in a  shot from  the  left 
point by jun io r defensem an

See COMERICA, Page BS

Hunley’s 
hot streak 
keys Chiefs 
to victory
Senior sco res  22 , Canton 
defense  s to p s  Spartans

E very direction Livonia Steven­
son players seem ed to tu rn  T hurs­
day night they  saw Canton senior 
cen te r Taylor Hunley.

M ore tim es than not, the  6-1 Hun­
ley w as driving inside for another 
bucket as she spearheaded the  vis­
iting Chiefs to a 38-17 va rsity  girls 
basketball win — saddling the  Spar­
tans w ith the ir f irs t loss of the  sea­
son a fte r  four wins.

H unley scored 22 points in the 
KLAA crossover contest, including 
a ll bu t one of her team ’s 13 points in 
th e  firs t half, which ended w ith the 
Chiefs (3-2 overall) up 13-8.

Canton rea lly  broke the  game 
open in the  third, outscoring Steven­
son 10-2 over the  f irs t 5:30 to  build a 
23-10 edge.

Scoring e ight of those points was 
Hunley, w ith senior forw ard  Paige 
A resco (eight points) finally break­
ing fre e  of Stevenson defensive 
shadow Amy Freed  to  get on the 
board w ith a fast-b reak  layup fo r the 
o ther points during tha t run.

"She was awesome,” said Canton 
head coach Brian Samulski about 
Hunley. "She finished around the 
rim , she  ju s t rebounded th e  ball 
outstandingly and got second shots.

“This is a  tough place to score, 
and Taylor early  on kep t us in there  
w ith he r (baskets).”

H unley — who also led the 
c harge  with nine rebounds — smiled 
w hen asked about he r offensive 
surge, bu t s tressed  tha t it all comes 
from  the  team  m indset to  defend, 
defend and defend some more.

“M y coaches, Bob (Blohm) and 
Brian, before  the  game they  made 
sure  to say  to  ‘Make su re  you seal 
and get a fte r  it,”’ H unley noted. “It’s 
definitely nice to know we have the 
potential to do that, beat some un­
defeated team s.”

Costly indecision
Stevenson head coach Jen  Knoph 

cred ited  Canton’s s te lla r  defense,

See CHIEFS, Page B3

Canton's Taylor Hunley (No. 5) puts up 
one of her 22 points Thursday night.
JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

PREP W RESTLING

Resilient ’Cats bring down Highlanders

As though he w ere still 
p laying football, Plymouth 
sophomore heavyw eight Mi­
chael Jo rdan  lifted his Howell 
w restling opponent up and 
slam m ed him down.

"What I did was, I could tell 
he was off balance, so I 
slam m ed him really  ha rd  and 
did the  hip toss,” said Jordan, 
following his first-period pin 
W ednesday night against Thn- 
ne r D am ask th a t sparked  Ply­

m outh’s 45-30 KLAA crossover 
dual m eet victory. "When he 
was down h e ’s rea lly  good at 
bridging. So I had to  pick  up 
the  head and tha t was all I 
did.”

Jo rdan ’s football coach, 
Mike Sawchuk, probably was 
smiling inside w atching the 
youngster take control a t such 
a key m om ent in the  dual. 
Howell had ju s t rallied to close 
a 12-0 deficit to  15-9.

“Both (sports) help me.” 
said Jordan , now 9-5. "Football 
helped me to get low er at

w restling. Last year I  wasn’t 
tha t good, b u t I ’ve gotten a lot 
b e tter  this year.”

Also p re tty  happy about 
tha t was his w restling coach, 
Quinn G uernsey, because Jo r­
dan’s  takedow n of D am ask in 
1:54 kep t the  H ighlanders from  
gaining momentum.

Plymouth im proved to  8-1 in 
duals, losing earlie r  Wednes­
day to state-ranked H artland 
(52-16).

"Heavyw eight is such an

See WRESTLING, Page B4
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MEN'S LACROSSE

Aquinas future home for Salem’s Sommerville

For Salem H igh School varsity  
boys lacrosse player Paul Som mer­
ville, nothing could be sw eeter 
than continuing his caree r a t the 
collegiate level.

T hat’s w hat the  17-year-old Som­
m erville  will ge t to  do, following 
his recen t signing to  play men’s 
lacross a t Aquinas College near 
G rand Rapids.

Som merville, a defensem an for 
the  Wildcats, said he is “extrem ely 
excited” about joining the  Saints.

“From  the beginning, I always 
knew I wanted to go to a  sm aller 
school,” said the  son of Ernie and 
L aura  Sommerville. “A fter ta lking 
to a bunch of coaches, looking a t 
schools and emails, Aquinas ju st 
stuck  out.”

H e knew Aquinas was the  pe r­
fec t f it a fte r  his f irs t cam pus visit,

“I ju s t kept on com paring other 
schools to Aquinas and none were 
beating it,” Som merville con­
tinued. “Coach (Doug) Seites is 
a lso a  g rea t guy and I’m  really 
looking forw ard  to  being on his 
squad.

SA L E M  
■ ^ A T H L E T IC S

Salem senior Paul Sommerville (seated) recently signed to  play men's lacrosse ai 
Aquinas College. Standing (from left) are Saints head coach Doug Seites, 
parents Laura and Ernie Sommerville, coach Alan Keicher and P-CEP co-athletic 
director Tom Willette.

“A fter I w ent to an overnight 
rec ru it weekend and got to m eet 
the  guys on the  team  and take p a rt plans on studying for a  degree  ir
in a scrim m age with them  I ju s t sports management,
felt tha t I would love to spend the
next four years in G rand Rapids." tsmith@hometownlife.com

HOLIDAY 
CHEER

At their Dec. 11 hockey game a t Arctic Edge Arena, the 
Canton Chiefs Varsity Team, along with Dick Scott 
Dodge, collected a van full of toys to  support Toys for 
Tots. The Chiefs were winners off the ice, despite a hard 
fought 2-1 loss to  Northville on the ice that evening. 
Chiefs Pictured include: Isaac Salinas, Kurt Snow, Justin 
Kolbicz, Bryan Eastman, Hunter Oatman, Christian 
Flack, Nick Borg, Cooper Rice, Nick Richmond, Jon 
Winberry, Tommy Kiddle, Michael Gaffka, Collin Smith, 
and Matt Eastman.

. m r m m m m m m
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R e a d y  t o  m a k e  w a v e s
Plymouth trio, large group  of freshm en make upcoming seaso n  one to  watch

By Tim Smith

Kenn Forbes' rookie season 
a s  head coach of Plymouth's 
varsity  boys sw im and dive 
team  was a big success and he 
likes the chances of an encore 
in 2013-14.

Last year's squad won the 
KLAA South Division title  with 
a  5-0 m ark  (6-2 overall) and 
finished sixth in the  confer­
ence finals w hile breaking 
school records in the  200-yard 
free  relay and diving.

"We also nearly  broke sev­
e ra l more individual records 
and (in) the  rem aining two 
relays as well,” said the form er 
Redford Union coach. "(That's) 
som ething we hope to  accom ­
plish this year.”

l b  find additional reasons 
fo r his optimism, m erely look 
a t the  num bers. T here a re  39

m em bers on the  new team  
(including 19 ninth graders), a  
jum p from  last w inter's ro ste r  
o f 24.

“I feel like we will b e  able to 
pe rform  well th is year in 
te rm s of having depth," Forbes 
said. “We had such a strong 
underclass group la st season 
tha t played a crucial pa rt in 
our success as a  whole and 
they  a ll returned.

“As for the  enorm ous fresh­
m en class they  a re  proving to 
b e  ve ry  hard  w orkers and are  
rea lly  coming along w ith the ir 
strokes.”

As of late last week, when 
the  Wildcat Invitational Relays 
will give Forbes m ore details 
on which of those newbies best 
slot into the  lineup, he wasn't 
ready  to  give a  “who’s who” of 
the  youngsters.

Forbes does know plenty 
about the  retu rn ing  "big three"

of sophomore G arre tt Beau- 
prez, jun ior Yang and junior 
Ryan Heinze.

All th ree  will re tu rn  with 
the  ta len t and experience to 
pu t points up on the score­
board in multiple events.

The coach is looking for 
Beauprez to  "be prom ising” in 
the 500 freesty le, 200 free, 200 
individual m edley and various 
relays.

Likewise, Yang (200IM, 100 
backstroke, 100 bu tterfly , re ­
lays) and Heinze (50 free, 100 
free, 100 fly  and relays) look to 
contend for spots in the  Divi­
sion 1 state meet.

"Those a re  our big th ree  
from  the  looks of it, w ith a lot 
o f support depth," Forbes con­
tinued. “We a re  looking for a 
lot of g rea t individual pe rfo r­
m ances and hope to  get m ul­
tiple individual sta te  cu ts along 
w ith our relays."

Beauprez
made a big
splash for
Plymouth

he is being

T im e t o  'pounce'

Forbes also is encouraged to 
have assistan t coach Vikki 
Jouney on board to  teach  the 
team 's divers. Jouney also was 
diving coach for the  Plymouth 
g irls team , working well with 
jun ior Megan M cKeehan (who 
se t the  team 's 11-dive record).

“Coach Cafarelli le ft big 
shoes to  fill and without m iss­
ing a step  she  (Jouney) has 
gone above and beyond to 
teach these kids," Forbes not­
ed. “She's a  rea l pleasure to 
w atch and a  g rea t a sset to 
have.”

BRESLER | STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

It rem ains to  be seen how 
well the  large contingent of 
freshm en im prove over the 
season, bu t Forbes doesn't 
doubt the  team ’s overall will 
and w ork e th ic  to  excel again 
in 2013-14.

“I'm  not one to anticipate 
certain  outcomes,” he said, 
“bu t based on pu re  work ethic 
I  would say th is team  of Wild­
cats  is ready  to  pounce.

“They are  humble and un­
derstand  if  they w ant success 
like la st year they  need to earn 
it. It should be a fun  season.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com

C H IEFS
Continued from Page B1

but emphasized her 
p layers are  struggling 
w ith finding th e ir  identi­
ty  on offense m ore than 
anything else.

Top sco re rs  fo r the 
S partans w ere senior 
guard  Rachel Wilkinson 
and sen ior forw ard Kyra 
Johnson w ith eight and 
four points, respectively. 
Stevenson m anaged to 
connect on only 8-27 
from  the  floor and bare­
ly stepped to  the  foul 
line (1-2) as the  Chiefs 
played a  strong, dis­
ciplined game all over 
the  floor.

"We talked about how, 
w hen they 're  (Chiefs) 
running th e ir  offense 
they’re  running it  w ith a 
purpose,” Knoph said. 
"E very possession m at­
tered  and every  shot 
was by design. We 
looked like we were 
forcing everything.”

Knoph said the  Spar­
tans have gone up 
against strong  defenses 
in previous gam es this 
season and prevailed. 
B ut the  lack of a “true  
point gua rd” and some 
indecision against the 
Chiefs cost the team, she 
emphasized.

“T hey 're  all ju st 
wanting to get the  ball 
out of th e ir  hands and 
hoping somebody else is 
going to take  charge,” 
she added.

Sam ulski said the 
w inning reco rd  against a 
s tring  of five, excellent 
opponents will be valu­
able once the  league 
portion of the  schedule 
rolls around in  January.

“T hat’s why we play 
who we play in the  non 
league (schedule),” he 
said. “You w ant to chal­
lenge yourselves and see 
w hat we can get done. 
T hat’s how you learn 
things about your team .”

Chipping in w ith five 
points, five boards and 
four of Canton’s  12 steals 
was senior guard  Rachel 
W inters. Jun io r guard  
Alanna Brown helped 
the  cause  by forcing 
th ree  Stevenson tu rn­
overs.

PLYMOUTH 60,
SOUTH LYON 35: The 
visiting W ildcats were 
led by Shelby Cheston 
(18 points) and Jada  
Woody (10 points) T hurs­

day night in this KLAA 
non-division matchup.

Plymouth improved 
to 5-0 for the  second 
tim e in school history 
and looks forw ard  to 
facing preseason top-10 
team  Farm ington Hills 
M ercy on Monday, Dec. 
30(7 p.m.).

T he W ildcats also 
w ere bolstered by Ken­
dall Rose (nine points) 
and Kylie Robb (eight 
points).

A fter going up 15-7 
following one fram e, 
Plym outh built a  30-13 
halftim e edge — with 
trey s in the  second by 
Robb and Courtney La- 
Vallee.

Leah Kliczinski’s four 
points in the  third 
sparked  Plym outh to a 
49-29 advantage en ter­
ing the  fourth.

Plym outh first-year

head coach Nick B ran­
don said the  team ’s hot 
streak, a lthough wel­
come, isn 't surprising 
given the  squad’s work 
e thic.

“This team  has really 
united with a common 
goal to w ork hard  for 
each other every  day,” 
B randon said. "And they 
a re  displaying tha t ev­
e ry  tim e we play.

“We have so much 
w ork to do and many 
a reas  to im prove in  and 
the  road only gets tough­
e r  from  th is point, espe­
cially when w e look a t 
our nex t opponent.”

Nine of Plym outh’s 12 
p layers got on the sco- 
resheet against the  Li­
ons, now 1-3.

“South Lyon is trad i­
tionally a  very  tough, 
well-coached opponent, 
and I liked our focus and

prepara tion heading into 
the  gam e,” Brandon 
continued. "Going into 
Christm as, 5-0 was our 
goal a t the beginning of 
this past week. And we 
w orked tow ard tha t 
every  day in prac tice.”

SALEM 42, JOHN 
GLENN 21: Host Salem 
(5-1 overall) rolled to 
th is  KLAA crosover win 
T hursday over W estland 
John Glenn.

Shara Long led the 
Rocks with 12 points and 
seven  rebounds.

Helping the  cause 
w ith eight points was 
Kelly W halen while 
Jam yra  Wilson and Ma- 
randa A rm stead each 
scored seven.

For the  Rockets, Vic­
to ria  McCloud tallied 10 
points.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

M E N 'S  COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Crusaders win border battle in 0T

I t resem bled a USA- 
Canada hockey game 
m ore than  a  men’s bas­
ketball game.

Bodies were flying all 
over Madonna Univer­
sity  Activities Center 
court W ednesday night 
as host MU outlasted the 
U niversity  of Windsor, 
78-76, in overtim e in the 
C rusader Classic.

Senior guard  Travis 
Schuba had the  hot hand 
for MU scoring a  game- 
and season-high 33 
points, including nine 
triples.

Senior point-guard 
Bobby N aubert (Livonia 
Stevenson), named the 
tournam ent MVP,

chipped in w ith 13 points 
a s Madonna goes into 
the holiday break  with a 
9-6 overall record.

T he C rusaders led 
35-33 a t halftim e, bu t 
fell behind by a s  many 
as eight, 52-44, w ith 13:13 
rem aining on a a layup 
by 6-foot-7 forw ard Ke- 
ron Brathw aite.

MU regained the 
lead, 59-58, on a  layup by 
Donald Owens w ith 5:27 
to go and opened up a 
nine-point advantage 
w ith ju s t 2:16 le ft on a 
layup by Naubert.

But W indsor (12-8) 
scored nine straight 
points over the  final 2:09 
capped by Bradford 
P a rkers’ layup with only 
10 seconds to go to knot 
the  count a t 70-all.

T he C rusaders, trying 
to  w in it on the ir last 
possession in regulation, 
tu rned  the  ball over and 
Josh  Collins' desperation 
th ree -quarter  court 
one-handed heave ju st 
rim m ed out a t the  buzz-

In OT, the  Lancers 
got a  layup from  P arker 
w ith 2;09 left to  take a 
76-73 advantage, bu t MU 
answ ered on a  three- 
po inter by J e ff  Schmitz 
followed by the  game- 
w inning layup from 
N aubert w ith only 1:06 to 
go.

W indsor had two 
cracks to  tie  o r  win it 
during the  final 14 sec­
onds, bu t cam e up short 
a s MU held on for the 
v ictory

"We knew they  were 
a  big, tough team  from 
w hat we had seen on 
film ,” Schuba said. 
"They outsized us and 
outweighed us a little 
bit, bu t in the  end it's the 
team  w ith the most 
h eart th a t gets it  done."

Schuba has been a 
m arked man th is year 
and his scoring average  
has dipped a  b it to 14.5 
points pe r gam e. H e is 
shooting be tter  from 
three-point range (42.4 
percen t) than  is overall 
field goal percentage 
(41.3).

MU is  now off until 
Saturday, Jan . 4 when 
they  travel to  face Wol- 
verine-Hoosier Athletic 
C onference foe Siena 
H eights.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Canton cagers 
get past Spartans

A big  th ird  q u a rte r  
T h u rsd ay  n igh t p ro ­
pelled  host Canton to  a 
57-50 KLAA varsity  
boys basketba ll win 
ove r L ivonia Stevenson.

T he Chiefs upped 
th e ir  rec o rd  to  5-0 with 
th e  win.

A fte r  b reak ing  ou t to 
a  19-17 lead  a f te r  one 
fram e , the  S partan s 
bounced back  to  tak e  a 
30-28 ha lftim e  advan­
tage.

But C anton then  w ent 
to  w ork, w ith  a  15-6 
th ird  and  n e v er looked 
back.

Scoring  22 po in ts fo r 
the  C hiefs w as Javon  
Taylor, who connected  
on 10 of 18 tr ie s  from  
the  floor. H e co n trib ­
u ted  e ig h t rebounds, as 
C anton held  a  24-14 
edge  on th e  g lass.

Shaine K eyandw y (14 
points, five rebounds), 
Jo rd an  N obles (nine 
po in ts , e ig h t rebounds) 
and C hase W inningham  
(six  po in ts) a ll con trib ­
u ted  to  th e  victory.

F o r th e  S pa rtans 
(1-4), Noah Cam pbell 
and Ja ilen  W ebber led 
in  sco ring  w ith 19 and 16 
po in ts , respectively .

W ildcats f a ll short

D espite  16 po in ts by 
Randall A ikins and 12 
by Jo sh  Reynolds, the 
host W ildcats (3-1) w ere 
unable  to  overcom e the  
Lions in T hu rsday ’s 
KLAA crossover va rs ity  
boys basketba ll gam e.

Chipping in w ith s ix  
po in ts and s ix  rebounds 
w as Chris W alls, while 
D eji Adebiyi ta llied  six 
boards.

" I  w as rea lly  proud 
o f  ou r e ffo rt ton igh t,” 
Plym outh  head coach 
M ike Soukup said. "We 
p layed  e x trem ely  hard  
in m ore  consis ten t 
sp u rts . So, fo r a  young 
team , th a t's  th e  u p lif t­
ing th ing .”

T he w in upped  South 
Lyon’s  rec o rd  to  2-2.

Rocks lose
W estland John  Glenn 

d e feated  Salem , 65-59, 
T hu rsday  n igh t in a 
KLAA cross-ove r gam e. 
D eA ngelio K irk sey  and 
M ychael B rad ley  bo th  
ne tted  15 po in ts fo r the  
w inners w hile  Mo Foani 
p oured  in 13.

A llante W heeler 
p aced  th e  R ocks’ of­
fense.

SPORTS ROUNDUP
Rock th e  Clock 
Run Dec. 29

The firs t Rock the 
Clock Run is se t fo r 8:30 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 29 at 
Plym outh's Kellogg Park.

Proceeds from  the  5K 
run/w alk will benefit the 
G erad M eteyer Founda­
tion, w hich helps support 
the  A m erican Diabetes 
A ssociation-operated 
Camp Midicha in Fenton.

Each participan t will 
receive a long sleeve 
tech  m is tu re  wicking 
race  sh irt and a Rock the 
Clock pint g lass will go to 
th e  f irs t five fin ishers in 
each age group.

For m ore information, 
go to  www.rocktheclo 
ckrun.com

M U  s o ftb a ll camps
M adonna U niversity 

w omen’s softball coach 
J e rry  A braham  will offer 
a  fundam entals camp 
from  8:30-11:30 a.m. Sat­
urdays, Jan . 4,11,18 and 
25 (cost $150) a t the MU 
A ctivities Center.

MU will also o ffer a 
pitching cam p from  noon 
to  2:30 p.m. Sundays, Jan. 
5,12,19 and 26 (cost $150 
p e r player).

For m ore information, 
em ail Abraham a t jabra- 
ham@madonna.edu or 
call a t (734) 432-5612. You 
can  also visit Madon- 
naCrusaders.com .

S oftba ll defense
The second annual 

Eddy K ettlehut Softball 
D efense Camp (all ages 
through high school) will 
be  from  9 a.m. to noon 
Thursday, Dec. 26, and 
9-11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 27, 
a t Precision Baseball, 
7835 M arket Drive, Can-

Also appearing will be 
Amy Dunleavy (Ferris 
State) and Kayce Nieto 
(U niversity of Utah).

For m ore information, 
caU 734-459-5921 o r  248- 
891-1241; o r  em ail coach- 
tomd@ comcast.net.

W YAA v o lley b a ll
R egistration for West­

land Youth Athletic Asso­
ciation girls volleyball 
(ages 9-17) is  under way.

Gam es and prac tices 
will be  a t M arshall U pper 
E lem entary School. 
League age-groups in­
clude 9-11,12-14 and 15-17.

lb  register, visit 
w yaa.org. For m ore in­
form ation, em ail wyaa- 
volleyball2013@com- 
cast.net.

Learn to  skate
T he City of Livonia 

D epartm ent of Parks and 
Recreation will o ffer its 
Session III eight-week 
learn  to  skate classes 
beginning Jan. 13 
through M arch 3 a t Ed­
g a r A rena, 33841 Lyndon.

T he cost is $64 for 
residen ts and $78 for 
nonresidents.

Among the classes 
o ffered  includes: Youth 
(ages 4 and up) -  5 p.m., 
5:25 p.m., 6 p.m. and 6:25 
p.m. Mondays; hockey 
skills -  6:25 p.m. Mon­
days; tots (3-year-olds) -  
5  p.m. Mondays. (No 
equipm ent is need for 
hockey classes.)

Registration will be 
from  6:30-8 p.m. (resi­
dents) and 7-8 p.m. (non­
residents) Wednesday, 
Jan . 8, a t the  Livonia 
Community Recreation 
Center, 1500 H ubbard, 
Livonia.

For m ore information, 
call 734-466-2918 o r  email 
B arb G am ber a t bgam- 
ber@ci.livonia.mi.us.



BOYS W RESTLING

In their latest matchup, Canton's Ben Griffin (right) gets position against Howell nemesis Ben Calandrino.
:hris guddeck

G r i f f i n ’ s  g r i t  p u t s  

C h i e f s  o v e r  t h e  t o p
Canton senior prevails against 

Howell's Calandrino in winning bout

W ith team m ates and Canton 
fans s tirr ing  it up, Ben Griffin 
w ent righ t a fte r  Howell nem ­
esis Ben Calandrino with 
W ednesday's KLAA w restling 
dual m eet on the  line.

I t w as 33-all when G riffin  
and Callandrino — ranked No.
1 a t 130 to open the  season — 
w restled in the  135-pound slot.

Finally, in the third period 
(a t 7:20), G riffin  finished off 
Calandrino to pu t the  Chiefs 
up to stay  in the ir 42-33 vic­
tory.

G riffin  couldn't help but 
pum p his arm  in trium ph, ju st 
a  little bit, while specta to rs at 
Plym outh High School 
cheered.

“T hat was the  pin to win the 
m atch, agauist the  No. 1- 
ranked kid a t 130," G riffin  
said. “Last year in the KLAA 
finals, I actually sprained his 
ankle and he to re  my meniscus 
and ligam ents in m y knee.
This tim e, it’s a little differen t 
than  last.”

G riffin  said he is complete­
ly healthy now, and so is  Can­
ton senior Alec Pantaleo, who 
won by a  20-5 tech  fall over 
Jam es Payne.

“I ’m back to  100 percent, 
m y knee’s  supposedly be tter 
than  it was before,” Griffin 
added. “We have th ree  o r  four 
kids out with injury, bu t right 
th e re  we showed a  lot of heart.

"We persevered  and we 
beat a team  we were not sup­
posed to beat today. I can 't be 
happier.”

Both G riffin  and Pantaleo 
(still undefeated a fte r  also 
winning the ir bouts la ter 
W ednesday against Hartland) 
a re  aiming for the Palace podi­
um  and hope to have plenty of 
company from  the ir  team  with 
them.

“My team  is p retty  young 
and we don’t have the most

ta lent,” said Pantaleo, who 
missed the  stre tch  drive in 
2012-13 afte r  b reaking his 
hand. "But the  th ing  is you get 
ta len t by going to face other 
good w restlers. You learn  from  
them .”

Just a 'w a rr io r '
Canton head coach Cory 

M ancuso marveled a t what 
G riffin  did against Calandrino, 
w hich upped the  Chiefs record 
to 5-2 (although Canton la ter  
lost 56-19 to H artland to take  a 
5-3 m ark  into the  holiday 
break).

“H e (G riffin) is ju s t a  w ar­
rior," Mancuso said. "The kid 
is really tough and he got the 
job done. Not only did he win a 
b ig  m atch for h im self bu t he 
won tha t dual m eet fo r the 
team . That’s  w hat we expect 
out of a kid like that."

M ancuso added that Ca­
landrino defeated G riffin  last 
year “so it  was a  big m atch for 
Ben. They’re both going to 
EMU, they’re  going to be 
team m ates nex t y e a r ."

The veterans w eren’t the 
only ones to step  up in the 
victory.

In the  145-pound weight 
class, G ran t TVotman s tepped 
in a fte r  being called up from  
the  junior varsity . H e came 
through with a  pin in 5:24 
against M att Halstead.

“T hat's his f irs t varsity  
m atch," M ancuso said. "We 
don't know w hat to  expect out 
o f him. He w ent out there  and 
got a pin, big-time. T hat was 
big for us.”

Pantaleo followed w ith his 
win to  give the  Chiefs a quick 
11-0 and Nick D urocher (at 
160) padded the  lead to 17-0 
with a  first-period takedow n of 
Caleb Gordish.

T he H ighlanders won the 
nex t two m atches before the 
Chiefs got back on track . At 
215, senior K.J. Wooley needed 
ju s t 3:20 to  pin N athan Pajur;

then  a t 285, A ndrew Blevins 
took care  of T anner Dam ask in 
ju s t 28 seconds.

O ther Canton wins were 
sported by H arrison Samoy at 
112 (a 11-3 decision over Na­
than  H uff) and TV Jasm an at 
140 (a 3-1 decision over Dylan 
L ester).

M ancuso was rea listic  about 
assessing how his team  fared 
in the  nightcap loss to the  Indi­
ans.

“H artland’s  a real solid 
team , they’re th ird  in the 
sta te ,” Mancuso said. “They’re 
ju st b e tter  than we a re  right
now.”

Also W ednesday night, H ar­
tland defeated Plym outh 52-16 
while the Wildcats came back 
w ith a 45-30 win over Howell.

ROCKS LOSE DUALS: On 
W ednesday a t W aterford Ket­
tering, Salem dropped hard- 
fought KLAA dual meets 
against the  host Captains and 
W alled Lake Northern.

The Rocks w ere defeated 
42-27 by the  Knights and 39-25 
by the  Captains.

“We had some tough m atch 
ups, bu t I was proud of how 
m y kids fought," Salem head 
coach Pete  Israel said. " I was 
happy with P e te r Bushaw and 
B ruce H aslitt’s perform ances 
(at 135 and 152, respectively).

“Cameron Shaughnessy and 
Ahmad Abed had a good day 
as well going 2-0. Connor 
Thornbury (171) had a  tough 
day against some sta te  ranked 
opponents, bu t is still grinding 
away."

V ictorious for the  Rocks 
against N orthern w ere Akash- 
deed Rai (by forfeit a t 103), 
Shaughnessy (by pin a t 112), 
Abed (a 6-4 decision a t 145), 
Roy Foster (a pin in 4:39 at 
189) and M itchell G ross (by 
forfeit a t 215).

In the loss to  Kettering, 
Salem points w ere scored on 
pins by H aslitt, Abed, Bushaw. 
Helping the  cause was a  major 
decision (12-1) by Andrew 
Lindsay a t 119 and Shaugh- 
nessy’s  10-6 decision.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
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unpredictable weight class,” 
G uernsey said. ” ... M ichael’s 
been doing a  good job of being 
the  aggressor. H e's got some 
physical tools that m ost heavy­
w eights don't.

"He’s  fast, he can shoot and 
he’s strong. We’re  still work­
ing, it's a  b ig  adjustm ent for 
him . But we’re  pleased at 
w here his progress is right 
now.”

G et th e  six
Jordan , following his big 

win, caught his brea th  and 
slipped on his glasses before 
talking about why it  was im­
portant fo r his team  to get the 
fall.

“W hat inspired me to do 
tha t was my team m ates,” he 
continued. "My head captain, 
Jon Conn, he told m e I needed 
to go get six for the team  and I 
kept tha t in my head. I needed 
to get the  six.”

G uernsey, meanwhile, also 
pointed to the im portance of a 
string of pins by 119-pounder 
Mo Youssef, Spencer Schiftar 
(125) and Dylan Dw yer (130) 
tha t rea lly  broke open the dual 
fo r Plymouth.

"Those a re  the  guys who 
have been coming through for 
us a  lot this year,” G uernsey

said. “I don't know what our 
record  is w hen Spencer and 
D ylan win, bu t they’re  the guys 
who kind of separate us from 
o ther teams."

Youssef, who lost fo r the 
f irs t tim e this season against 
H artland, bounced back to pin 
Saw yer H ughes in 3:49.

Schiftar then brought down 
Nick Trackwell in ju s t 1:33 
while Dw yer’spin of Cristian 
G arcia required 2:48.

W rapping up the victory 
w as Conn, who pinned M att 
H alstead in 2:54 a t 145.

O ther Plym outh points were 
secured by meet-opening 152- 
pounder Sofus Nielson (4:45 
pin over Jam es Payne) and 
Sam Campbell (pin in 5:19 over

Winning Wildcats 
spring into new season

Plymouth’s  2013-14 varsity  
g irls gym nastics team  is 
literally  beaming w ith pbten- 
tia l w ith a strong s ta r t to the 
season.

K ensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association dual meet 
v ic tories over Northville 
(135.175-to-119.1) and W ater­
ford United (138.45-to-121.05) 
over the  past week or so 
have the  team  in a  good place 
entering the  w inter break.

And when the  action re­
tu rn s in January, Plymouth 
(2-0 in the  Kensington Divi­
sion) could rea lly  pu t p res­
su re  on perennial pow er­
house Canton (undefeated so 
fa r  this year, too) let alone 
a lw ays-strong Livonia Blue 
and Livonia Red.

Plym outh head coach Pam 
Yockey's top perform ers 
Tuesday against W aterford 
United — Katie Salanga, 
senior captain Brenna Con­
nelly and H aley Metz — will 
be  called upon to continue 
th e ir  standout perform ances.

Salanga was victorious on 
balance beam with a  9.0 
m ark  and took the  top spot 
on floor exercise  w ith a  9.1 
total.

Also scoring nines in the 
opener w ere Connelly and 
M etz (who tied for f irs t on 
vault w ith a  9.0).

Plym outh’s chances are  
increased by o thers in the 
lineup, including Metz, soph­
omores Rebecca Simu, Sam 
Fontana and jun ior Molly 
McSween.

M etz shared  firs t on vault 
against W aterford w ith Simu 
and Fontana while McSween 
and Simu (with 8.6 each) 
w ere the  top scorers on un­
even parallel bars.

“All have im proved m ight­
ily since (the) f irs t m eet and 
will ge t stronger a s  the  sea­
son progresses,” said Yockey, 
noting tha t th e ir  routines on 
b a rs  a re  not ye t com pletely 
finished.

Prom ising pe rfo rm ers on 
the ‘B’ team  in the  opener 
included Kayla Janeveski 
(8.7 on vault, 8.4 on floor) and

Plymouth senior captain Brenna 
Connelly performs during 
Tuesda/s dual m eet john kemski |

m m

Going into her routine on the 
uneven parallel bars against 
Waterford United is Plymouth 
sophomore Sam Fontana, john
KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

A driana Tao (8.35 on vault, 
7.75 on beam , 8.0 on floor).

The W ildcats will resum e 
the  schedule w ith a  tri-m eet 
Tuesday, Jan. 7 against 
B righton and Howell.

amith@hometownlife. com

Canton gymnasts 
improve to 5-0

Canton’s va rsity  girls gym­
nastics team  finished the 2013 
portion of the  season sched­
ule w ith T hursday’s  145.025- 
to-135.925 victory over Livo­
nia Blue.

The Chiefs im proved to 5-0 
w ith the  victory.

Prevailing in all-around 
w ith a total of 36.3 points was 
E rica  Lucas, who also won on 
vault with a 9.55.

O ther Canton event win­
ners included Hailey Hodg­
son on balance beam  (a pe r­
sonal best o f  9.675) and floor 
(9.25) and Maddie Toal (first 
on uneven parallel b a rs  with 
a  8.95).

Jocelyn M oraw  chipped in 
w ith second on vault (9.05) 
and sharing th ird  on floor 
w ith team m ate Melissa 
G reen (9.1).

Toal came in second on 
balance beam  and all-around, 
w ith tallies of 9.55 and 36.15, 
respectively.

“(We) had an excellent 
m eet, even though w e a re  still 
fighting nagging m inor in­
ju ries,"  Chiefs head coach 
John Cunningham said. “Me­
lissa  and Jocelyn didn 't do 
all-around and Ellie Bachman 
was out sick.”

Stephanie Cox was fifth  on 
ba rs  (8.65).

ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE

W h a l e r s  t o p  G e n e r a l s  in  s h o o t o u t

Caleb Gordish a t 160.
H ussein Youssef (189) tal­

lied th ree  points with his 13-12 
decision over Austin Hanson.

A fter the  lopsided loss to 
H artland, G uernsey wanted to 
see some pushback against the 
Highlanders. That’s  what he

"It was nice to see them 
w restle back," G uernsey said. 
“I t’s  been a  trait of some of our 
team s in the  past w here we’ll 
lose one, and then come out 
flat against the  next one.

“Most of our guys rose  to 
the  occasion and really looked 
good in tha t second match. 
T hat w as nice.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com

A fte r  spo tting  OHL E as t 
D ivision le ad e r O shaw a an 
early  3-0 lead  F rid ay  nigh t, 
th e  Plym outh  W halers got 
busy.

F irs t , Zach L orentz 
sco red  on th e  pow er play  to 
m ake it  a  3-1 d e fic it a fte r  
one fram e  and th e  W halers 
kep t chipp ing  aw ay — ulti­
m a te ly  fo rc in g  overtim e 
and w inning 4-3 in a  shoot­
ou t on C onnor C hatham ’s 
goal.

S p ec tacu lar goaltending 
by Plym outh’s Alex N edelj- 
kovic in the  th ird  period  (he 
stopped  17 sho ts and  36 
overa ll) enab led  th e  W hal­
e rs  to  sq u a re  th e  gam e.

Francesco  V ilardi beat 
Oshaw a’s D aniel A ltshu ller 
a t 8:51 o f  th e  f ina l stanza 
and  C hatham  m ade it  3-3 
w ith 7:24 rem ain ing  in  reg ­
ula tion (from  M att M istele 
and G ian luca  Curcuru to).

Chatham  found th e  m ark  
to  open the  shootou t and 
th a t w as p len ty  as N edelj- 
kovic  held  th e  fo rt fo r Ply­
m outh  (12-20-0-4). W ith the 
win, th e  W halers (28 points) 
jum ped  ahead  of idle Sarn ia  
in th e  W est Division.

Plym outh  now is idle 
u n til fac ing  London 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 29 a t Com er- 
ica  Park.

» On W ednesday, the 
W halers got o ff  to a quick 
1-0 s ta r t w hen M athieu H en­

de rson  sco red  again st 
B elleville  ne tm in d e r C har­
lie  G raham .

B ut Plym outh  could  not 
solve G raham  th e  r e s t  of 
the  w ay, fa lling  4-1 in an 
OHL co n tes t a t Y ardm en 
A rena in B elleville.

Cam eron  B race  paced 
th e  Bulls w ith  tw o goals.

S haring  goaltending  du­
tie s  fo r the  W halers w ere 
s ta r te r  Zack Bowman (who 
stopped  33 of 35 sho ts) and 
N edeljkovic.

WINTER FEST: The Ply­
m outh W halers and  London 
K nigh ts w ill sq u a re  o ff  a t 5 
p.m. Sunday, D ec. 29 a t Co- 
m e rica  P a rk  a s  p a rt o f the 
ongoing H ockeytow n Win­
te r  Festival.

T ickets ($38) rem ain  on 
sa le  a t th e  Com puw are A re­
na  box o ffice  o r  a t P ly­
m outh W halers.com . Call 
734-453-8400 fo r m ore  info.

One tic k e t is  good for the 
Plym outh-London con test as 
w ell as th e  1:30 gam e be­
tw een  Saginaw  and  Wind-
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With the  Comerica Park scoreboard as a backdrop. Canton and Plymouth players and coaches gathered a t center ice following the game, photos by

COM ERICA
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Jake  Zaborowski with 
3:28 rem aining in the 
stanza. Draw ing the  sec­
ond assis t was VanDen- 
Beurgeury.

“H e (Borg) played 
g rea t against us the first 
gam e and he did the 
sam e th ing here ,” Ply­
m outh head coach G erry 
Vento said. “Som etimes 
you got to  ge t one of 
those goals th a t goes off 
somebody’s pan t and in 
the  net and tha t’s what 
w e needed. I t seem ed to 
tu rn  the  tide.”

Plym outh opened up a 
two-goal lead a t 14:46 on 
Bum p’s unassisted short- 
handed goal. H e stole the 
puck from  a  Canton de- 
fensem an along the  left 
half-wall, skated  down 
below the  circ le  and 
snapped a high shot in­
side the  righ t post past 
Borg.

At tha t point, P ly­
m outh enjoyed a  30-11 
edge in  shots on goal. 
Borg stood on his head, 
kicked out his legs and 
threw  his hands a t every ­
th ing  he could and gave 
Canton som ew hat of a 
chance.

“It’s ju s t like playing 
pond hockey, having 
fun,” said Borg, noting 
th a t the re  w eren’t  any 
ex tra  challenges to  stop­
p ing  the  puck due to the 
outdoor ice o r  Comerica 
environm ent. “N ot really, 
ju s t try ing  to make sure  
tha t the  puck stays out of 
the  net.”

O ut o f  gas
But the  depleted 

Chiefs (1-8) w ere worn 
down as the Hockeytown 
W inter Festival contest 
proceeded and Plymouth 
kep t the  p ressu re  on in 
the  final fram e.

The W ildcats w ent up 
3-0 with 13:10 to go in the 
third, when jun ior for­
w ard Josh  Sm ith’s rising

LL BRESLER | STAfF PHOTOGRAPHER

Once the  puck dropped a t Comerica Park it was g 
as usual for Plymouth's Charlie Supernois (No. 8) and 
Canton's Connor Wherrett.

Meeting a t one end of the Comerica Park rink are 
Plymouth's John VanDenBeurgeury and Canton's Bryan 
Eastman. In goal is Nick Borg of the Chiefs, who was 
sensational in the 4-0 loss to  the  Wildcats.

s lapper from  the  right 
wing beat Borg. Earning 
assists w ere Zaborowski 
and VanDenBeurgery.

Closing out the  scor­
ing w ith 4:25 le ft was 
V anDenBeurgery, slam ­
m ing in a cen tering  feed 
from  senior forw ard 
Charlie Supernois with 
Plym outh on the  pow er 
play. The second assist 
w ent to senior forw ard 
K yle Melnick.

Sharing the  shutout 
fo r the  W ildcats were 
jun io r goalies Erik  Van- 
denBosch and Ja red  
M addock, who stopped 
nine and 10 shots, re­
spectively.

Both had the ir  mo­
m ents. VandenBosch, 
who started , stopped a

flu ri7  of Canton tr ie s  
la te  in the  first, which 
ended scoreless.

M addock had to  come 
up big in  the  th ird  period 
to keep the  Chiefs from  
having hopes of a come­
back. He flung his stick 
a t a  shot by Canton sen­
ior forw ard Christian 
Flack and m om ents la ter  
m ade a nifty  toe stop on 
jun io r forw ard  Bryan

S till fun
Canton made one late 

bid to a t least experience 
scoring a  goal on the 
Com erica ice.

In  the final minute, 
senior forw ard  K urt 
Snow made an ehd-to-end 
dash, veering in from  the

John VanDenBeurgeury had 
a big game for the 
Plymouth Wildcats at 
Comerica Park. He scored 
one goal and assisted on 
tw o others.

r igh t wing and driving 
the  puck from  above the  
righ t c irc le  th a t Maddock 
blocked with his chest. 
Jun ior forw ard  Cooper 
Rice’s rebound try  also 
w as smothered.

Canton head coach 
B rad Barath , whose team  
sported  black-and-red 
Ottawa Senators-like 
throw back jerseys, said 
the  team  ran  low on fuel 
as th e  gam e continued.

“It was good first 
period,” Barath  said. “I t’s 
our ninth game. We’re 
w orn down, w e’re  tired, 
we’re  beaten  up. The

Plymouth's Zach Tavierne scored with help from Jake 
Zaborowski (No. 4) in the  second period to  put the 
Wildcats on the scoreboard.

rec o rd ’s taking a  toll on 
us.

“The b rea k ’s coming 
a t th e  righ t tim e, we have 
some guys w ith in juries. 
I t ’s a  tough no te  to  go out 
on bu t it’s a  fun experi­
ence  fo r them  and it’s  
som ething they’ll never 
fo rget.’

Vento called it  “a 
g rea t day. Ju s t to  play 
h e re  w as g rea t fo r the 
p rogram  and for both 
team s. Obviously, the  
prio rity  was to  get the 
win and I thought the  
boys focused on tha t and

got th e  job done.”
“I ’ve  been growing up 

p laying pond hockey,” 
F lack  noted. "This w as a 
little  differen t, th is  ice 
actually  seem ed like it 
c racked  up a little  more 
than  most pond hockey.

“I t  w as b e tte r  on the 
snow. Ju s t a  lot of divots 
in the  ice, the  puck was 
m oving everyw here. 
(But) definitely  a  memo­
ry  I’ll keep my entire 
life, don’t reg re t doing it 
w ithout a doubt."

tsmith@hometownlife.com

SO AK IN G  IT IN  AT C O M ERICA

CoPa experience fun for families, too

Canton cheerleaders (from left) Emily Espinoza, Jamie Reich, Jasmine 
Testani, and Halle Mancuso made the early morning trip to  Comerica 
Park to  root for their Chiefs hockey team, bill bresler | staff photographer

By Tim Smith

Shortly before  8 a.m. T hurs­
day, cars filled w ith bundled 
up high school hockey fans 
pulled into the Com erica Park 
parking lot o ff of Montcalm.

With ju s t over a half hour 
before  puck drop for the 
Hockeytow n W inter Festival 
game betw een Canton and 
Plymouth, it was tough for 
paren ts such as Ann Smith and 
Sue Maddock to do anything 
bu t smile about it.

“At f irs t it w as hard, but 
now it’s getting real exciting 
now tha t the  day is here,” said 
Sm ith, whose son is Canton 
sen ior defensem an Collin 
Smith. “We’re  rea l excited to 
get in th e re  and w atch the 
hockey gam e, on ice outside.

“We’re  all packed up with 
blankets, hats, gloves, we’re 
going to be w arm."

Collin’s dad, Pat, said things 
would have been perfec t had 
the  game itself had a la ter 
s ta r t tim e than 8:30 a.m. Be­
cause  of that, it  was tough for 
some to get down to the CoPa.

“The early  tim e’s  kind of a 
bum m er because fam ily and

friends couldn’t com e,” Pat 
Sm ith said. “But it’s  here, we 
deal w ith it and w e’re  he re  to 
cheer them  on.”

A ccording to Sue Maddock, 
who drove down to the  stadi­
um w ith he r 20-year-old daugh­
te r  K atelyn to  w atch Plymouth 
jun ior goalie Ja re d  Maddock 
play in the  outdoor gam e, she 
kept rem inding h e r son all 
week about “having fun with 
it” and getting all he could out 
of the  day.

But she had no idea how 
many layers of clothes Ja red  
would be w earing under his 
equipm ent or w hether he had 
p lenty of hot food and drink 
T hursday morning.

“A ctually they had some­
thing to  ea t on the  bus on the 
way in and you know, I  usually 
don’t bother him  in the  m orn­
ing,” said Maddock, with a 
laugh. “ And, I  don’t know 
w hat he w ore, it’s up to him. 
H e’s a  big boy now.”

Ja re d  Maddock sa t in the 
penalty bench as the  backup 
goalie during the firs t ha lf of 
the  contest, w earing a wool hat 
pulled over the  top of his goal­
ie helmet.

When he en tered  the  game

m idw ay through the  second 
period, Maddock skated  out to 
the  goal still donning the  hat.

H er checklist
Inside the  stadium , Christi­

na  Kiddle stood on the  con­
course  behind the  T iger Den 
near home plate, w ith m inutes 
to go before th e  opening face- 
off.

"I’m  w earing th ree  shirts, 
tw o pants, hat, gloves, coat, 
scarf, b lanket,” said Kiddle, 
whose son is Canton junior 
forw ard  Tommy Kiddle. “But 
I ’m  excited. The boys a re  hap­
py. Canton H ockey has special 
(throwback) je rseys and we’re  
ready  to go.”

Kiddle noted tha t the  rink 
itself, stre tched  out over the 
infield from  left-to-right field, 
looked g rea t except fo r the 
fac t it was so fa r  away.

" It’s  fa r  away from  the 
seats , bu t it’s a  g rea t looking 
rink,” she said. “We’ll ju s t 
hope tha t we can see  it from  
here.

"... We w ere disappointed 
la st year tha t this didn’t hap­
pen because the  W inter Classic 
got canceled, bu t we’re  very  
excited. The kids a re  really

f ired  up. We’re  happy for 
them .”

Big p icture
N ot too m any younger fans 

w ere able to  make the ir way to 
Comerica, but tha t didn’t stop 
Canton senior cheerleader 
E lena Y barra, the re  w ith her 
teamm ates.

" I ’m  ju s t rea lly  excited to 
see m y school play a t Comer­
ica, it’s exciting,” Y barra  said. 
“A lot of o u r c lass is coming, 
o u r senior class, they 're  all 
excited to come see  the  boys 
play. I  ju s t got he re  bu t it’s 
looking pre tty  cool."

Following the  game, a  4-0 
win by Plymouth, another

Canton pa ren t gave a  thum bs 
up to the  experience.

“You’re  fa r th e r  away than 
you a re  a t the  regu la r rink, but 
you could see  the big  picture 
o f what w as going on, which 
w as awesome,” said Theresa  
W herrett, mom of Chiefs’ ju ­
n ior forw ard  Connor W herrett. 
“Ju s t being down he re  was 
phenomenal, seeing the  back­
drop of the  c ity  was wonder­
ful.

“I could see m y own son, 
you could see  the  num bers. It 
w as g rea t to  w atch him play. 
Absolutely, a  once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.”

tsmithQhometownlife.com
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HOLIDAY 
PLAYLIST
Fa la la la la we love th ese  songs

By Sharon Dargay

It's tim e for Jingle Bells.
Not ju s t any Jingle Bells, bu t the version tha t was recorded  in Denmark, 

released in the U.S. in the  mid-1950s and re-released in th e  early  70s. Yes, 
that Jingle Bells, the one barked out by The Singing Dogs.

It ju s t doesn’t seem  like the  holiday season until I hear those canine 
crooners rem inding m e “oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh” 
in a  chorus of deep woofs and staccato barks. I wouldn’t let the  dogs out as 
background sound during Christm as dinner, bu t the  tune definitely ranks 
high on m y holiday playlist, along with an obscure  Slovak song ( Anjeli ludi) 
th a t my fam ily has sung since I was a kid, and Wendy Carlos’ Switched on 
Brandenburgs, particu larly  Brandenburg Concerto No. 4 in G  Major, the 
“presto” section.

W hat’s on your holiday playlist?
“I love m usic and m y ta ste  is generally  ve ry  eclectic, all over the  map, 

especially w ith C hristm as music," said Launa Wakenhut, a Livonia residen tt 
and active  m em ber of St. Michael th e  Archangel Parish. "I love everything 
from  The N utcracker Suite  to  the  holiday standards to novelty songs and, of 
course, carols and hymns, bu t I guess Christm as is never rea lly  complete for 
m e until w e're  trim m ing the  tree  and I’m  listening to  M ahalia Jackson sing 

Silent N ight and Go Tell It On the  Mountain."

Ita lia n  song
Rick Selva, Ph.D. and d irec tor of jazz studies a t Schoolcraft CoUege 

in Livonia, said 7b Scendi Dalle Stelle  , which tran s late s roughly to 
"you descend from  the  heavens” tops his seasonal playlist. Selva once 
w rote an arrangem ent of the  song for a church in Chicago.

"It's the  Silent Night of Italy. I t’s  beautiful.," he said, adding that 
Oh Holy Night pe rform ed by Luciano Pavaro tti also deserves a listen.

"And Lam efle H arris  does a version of Sw eet Little  Jesus Boy  th a t 
is beautiful."

TVacey Schulz Kobylarz, Redford Township supervisor, ranks On 
Holy N ight as he r all-tim e favorite  rem inder of “the  reason  for the 
season."

“Santa Baby — preferab ly  Madonna's version — is m y all tim e 
favorite  jingle tune," she added. “And m y a ll tim e silly song for 
Christm as is Dominic the  Christm as D onkey.”

Song, f ilm
Dan West, Livonia Cham ber of Com m erce president, has one 

favorite  C hristm as tune and one favorite  holiday film.
“My favorite song is Christmas Tim e is H ere, from  the cartoon 

A Charlie Brown Christmas,"  West said. “Then my favorite 
movie is White Christmas. Both w ere introduced to m e by my 
paren ts w hen I was young, and now I see m y two daughters (9 
and 6) connect to those songs and shows as well.

N eed m ore m usic ideas fo r the  fam ily C hristm as gathering 
this week? H ere’s a  sampling of other holiday “m ust hear” 
suggestions from  your neighbors:

O rig inal soundtrack
T here  has NEVER been a holiday in  my 51 years tha t 

has not had Charlie Brown and the  Gang righ t there.
So, there  has alw ays been the  m usic and sound of 

Vince Guaraldi and his trio , in m y life  a t some tim e. 
No C hristm as season can tru ly  be, to me, unless I 

hear Christm as Ttim e is Here  both the instrum en­
tal and w ith voice versions. I t sparks the  light and 
w arm th of the holiday season for me. (It’s) from  
the  original soundtrack of A Charlie Brown  
Christmas.

N ext, one of m y favorite pianists/musicians 
is G eorge Winston. In the early  80s Winston 
c rea ted  a  se ries of album s based on th e  ‘sea­
sons. On his Decem ber album  is a  very  small 
(short) piece, also w ritten by Vince Gua­
raldi. ... the  sim ple G uaraldi piece is titled 
Prelude  and is as delicate as a still w inter’s 
night.

Finally, the  arrangem ent of Silent Nacht 
on the ir ve ry  first, A M annheim  Steam roller 
Christm as album, brings a  te a r  to m y eye 

every  tim e. From  the  sim ple beginning, shift 
to vocal, building, and then the  ending simply 

played on a child’s  toy piano. Finally, the  sleigh 
bells tha t “fly" from  righ t to le ft speakers, com­

pletes the  m ystery of the "silent night." Listen and 
you will believe, in anything you w ant to.

— Craig Hane, artis tic  direc tor of Barefoot Pro­
ductions in Plymouth 

Local band
1. Rob Thomas, A N ew  York City Christmas 

2. Pentatonix, a five-person a cappella group, has a festive 
C hristm as album  called PTXmas which has a  fun new release 

of the  Little D rum mer Boy. You can check out the  video on
YouTYibe —http://www.youtube.comAvatch?v=qJ_MGWio-vc

I t has over 16 million hits on YouDibe!
3. Canton’s own, TwentyForSeven’s new version of 0  Holy  

Night is  beautiful! You gotta love local!
— Tina Lloyd, Canton Farm ers M arket m anager

Sung by m om
T here’s a song tha t the  TVans-Siberian O rchestra 

plays. I t’s on my cell phone. I love it so m uch tha t I 
used it fo r my walk down the  aisle. I t’s  the  Christmas 

Canon. I t would not be C hristm as if  I didn’t hear 
that. Silent Night — I  rem em ber my mom would 
sing it (a t Christm as) a ton. She’d sing it to me and 
we'd try  to play it on the  piano. The th ird  one 
would be Joy to the  World. We alw ays hear that at 
church on C hristm as a t St. Pat’s in W hite Lake.

— M isty Lindquist, m am ager of B eaver Creek 
R estaurant, Westland

A nim als  sing
I’m  not too big on the  holiday season, but by 

no m eans am  I a Grinch! I  love to  give gifts during 
the  holiday season, but C hristm as music typically 

m akes m e crazy ... especially when radio stations sta rt 
playing it in November. However, one of m y absolute 

favorite  YouTube videos to w atch during the  holidays are  
made by Andrew G rantham , who runs the "TalkingAni- 

mals" Youlbbe account. Pet ow ners submit videos of the ir 
pe ts to Andrew and he does w hatever it takes to give the  pets

See PLAYLIST, Page B8



Women To 
Work program 

offered 
starting in 
January

JVS will again offer a 
Women Tb Work program  
beginning in Ja nuary  to assist 
those who’ve been out of the 
w orkplace and are  seeking 
employment.

The program , also open to 
men, will have an inform a­
tional session 9-11 a.m. Tues­
day, Jan. 14, 2014, a t the  JVS 
office, 29699 Southfield Road 
in Southfield. Those in te rest­
ed a re  asked  to call Judy 
Richmond, em ploym ent spe- 
cialistAVomen Tb W ork coor­
dinator, a t 248-233-4232 in 
advance.

Following the  inform ation­
a l meeting, sessions will be 
held a t JVS 9 a.m. to noon 
Tuesdays and T hursdays, 
beginning Jan . 21,2014 and 
lasting  five weeks. T here is 
no charge  to  participate.

The program  assists wom­
e n  who’ve been employed 
sporadically o r  not employed 
outside the  home for some 
tim e, said Richmond. "We 
don't have a  rea lly  str ic t c ri­
te ria.”

She noted participants 
should be able to s ta r t paid 
em ploym ent as soon as pos­
sible. Women To W ork ses­
sions cover resum e writing, 
interview ing, job  search  
skills, social media, netw ork­
ing and more.

Those o f  a ll faiths are  
welcome, too. Richmond 
hasn 't had m uch response 
from  men in the  past.

She said women who’ve 
been hom em akers or care­
g ivers have skills tha t make 
them  employable. Organizing 
a  PTA bake sale, fo r example, 
requ ires organizational skills.

“Women som etim es are  
ve ry  critica l of them selves,” 
Richmond said. “You still 
have those skills, you still 
have your education.”

jcbrown@hometonnlife.com

Postcards, gifts, engaging services 
welcome visitors to church at Christmas

By Sharon D argay

Bryan Amann, d irec tor of 
spiritua l form ation a t North- 
Ridge Church in Plymouth 
Township, expects a surge  in 
attendance a t C hristm as ser­
vices this weekend.

“I  guaran tee  we’ll have 
people hanging off the  raf­
te rs .”

NorthRidge alw ays holds 
C hristm as services the  week­
end before the  holiday, giving 
m em bers a chance to spend 
Dec. 25 with the ir  loved ones. 
In  an interview  e arlie r this 
week, Amann said f irs t im ­
pressions count when it comes 
to welcoming — and retaining 
— newcom ers, v isitors and 
infrequent church goers to 
NorthRidge's four Christm as 
services.

"We hope people come and 
see th a t we’re  communicating 
from  authentic life  experi­
ence. I t’s not about ritua ls  and 
rules. I t’s  about your relation­
ship w ith God. We give them  a 
glim pse of w hat w e’re  about,” 
he said. T hat includes a  wor­
ship environm ent with a cof­
feehouse in the  lobby, cup 
holders in the  sanctuary’s 
movie-style seats, contempo­
rary  m usic, and a no-nag ap­
proach to visitors.

"We never ever in trude on 
people,” he said, adding that 
newcom ers who w ant to learn 
m ore about the  church  m ust

N o g u ilt
The congregation a t St. 

John’s Episcopal Church in 
Plym outh also reaches out to 
Christm astim e a ttendees with 
a low-key approach tha t it 
em ploys year-round. Sue 
Booth, operations director, 
said the  church aim s to  “c re ­
ate  an overa ll a tm osphere, a 
no-guilt zone, w here guests 
feel im m ediately safe and 
welcome, w here they  fee l like 
they’r e  surrounded by real 
hum an beings who have short­
com ings and who can laugh 
w ith and a t them selves even in 
the  m idst of worshiping, 
w here the  m essage they  re-

W E L C O M E  f
ceive is re levant and meaning­
ful to  th e ir  daily lives.

“The church  isn’t the  one 
doing the  m arketing  -  we'll 
leave tha t to God and the  Holy 
Spirit,” Booth said.

Both St. John ’s and N orth­
Ridge gave m em bers inform a­
tion cards w ith holiday service 
tim es and encouraged them  to 
pass the  m ateria ls to friends 
and family.

Awareness cam paign
Prin ted  inform ation, like 

postcards, helps Lola Park 
E vangelical Church in Red- 
ford reach  out to newcomers. 
The church  m ailed approxi­
m ately 3,300 postcards with 
C hristm as serv ice  tim es to 
R edford residen ts earlie r  th is 
month.

“P a r t o f ou r problem  is 
we’re  no t on the  m ain drag” 
said the  Rev. G regory Gib­
bons, pastor. " It m akes it diffi­
cult and w e live in  a  tim e when

few er and few er people are  
going to church.

We look fo r w ays to  reach 
out, b u t th e  best way is going 
to  be your own m em bers in­
viting th e ir  own rela tives and 
neighbors."

Visitors and children who 
a ttend  C hristm as serv ice  at 
Lola Pa rk  will receive  a  gift 
th is  year.

“It’s  not like w e’re  giving 
them  a brand  new  car,” Gib­
bons said. “We have some 
DVDs on the  basic message of 
Christianity. And for the  kids, 
we’ve  got some candy and 
fru it.”

C hristm as read ing
St. Fabian Catholic Church 

in Farm ington H ills p lans to 
give the  book, Rediscover 
Catholicism  by M atthew  Kelly 
to a ttendees a t its seven 
C hristm as M asses. The gift 
also includes a m agnet that 
shows serv ice  tim es and a

le tte r  of welcome from  the 
pastor.

"We know at Christm as 
we'll get a lot of v isitors and a 
lot of them have been away 
from  church,” said Celia St. 
Charles, pastoral assistant. 
"This is our way of saying 
welcome to church.”

K athy W einberg, adm inis­
trative  assistan t a t Holy Trin­
ity  Lutheran Church in Livo­
nia, said postings on the con­
gregation's social media pages 
th is  month m ay help draw  
infrequent attendees back to 
church.

“M y e ffo rt has been using 
photos (on Facebook) of our 
congregation doing things. I 
know we have m em bers who 
a re  not regu lar a ttendees or 
who haven’t been here  in  a 
while,” W einberg said. “P e r­
haps if  they see a  photo of 
th e ir  kid dressed  up as a shep­
herd  they  might say, T kind of 
m iss being there .’”

Enjoy a Worry Free Winter 
at Waltonwood

G one are th e  days w h e n  co ld  w eather w ould  keep  you fro m  getting  o u t to  visit friends o r  to th e  store. 
N o  m o re  w orries ab o u t snow  rem oval o r  s lipp ing  o n  th e  way to  th e  m ailbox.

W alto n w o o d  o ffe rs  c a refree  s e n io r  liv ing  w ith  e n d less  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o u ts id e  y o u r  d o o r . W i th  f r ie n d ly  n e ig h b o rs , 
c o n v e n ie n t  a m e n it ie s , p e rs o n a l  s ta f f  a n d  careg ive rs  o n -site , y o u ’re  f re e  t o  c h o o se  h o w  y o u  sp e n d  th e  day. 

Spacious apartm ents • H ousekeeping &  m aintenance  • Delicious, home<ooked meals • A ctivities and scheduled transportation 
Pet friendly com m unity  • Personalized care services available

T w o  l o c a t i o n s  i n  C a n t o n .  C a l l  a n d  si 
y o u r  p e r s o n a l  t o u r  t o d a y .

Waltowgdd
R e d e f in in g  R e t i r e m e n t  L i v in g *

C a r r ia g e  P a r k

Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living

(734) 3354)947
2 0 0 0  N  C a n to n  C e n te r  R o a d

C h e r r y  H il l

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living and Memory Care

(734) 335-1459
4 2 6 0 0  C h e r ry  H ill

w w w .W a l t o n w o o d .c o m



Grand Knight Dan Vecchioni (left) and Co-Family of the Year Norb and Sylvia Giczewski

Knights of Columbus chapter 
celebrates 50th anniversary

The Dr. Thom as A.
Dooley Knights of Co­
lumbus Council No. 5492 
kicked off its SOth Anni­
ve rsa ry  Jubilee Cele­
bration last month w ith 
a Mass, dinner and rec ­
ognition presentations.

The anniversary 
M ass w as held a t Our 
Lady of G race Catholic 
Church, in D earborn 
Heights, followed by 
dinner and presen ta­
tions a t Romanowski 
VFW Hall, in Westland.
M ore than 130 Knights 
and the ir fam ilies a t­
tended the event. Disc 
jockey M att Hanchon 
provided m usic for 
dancing and C urrent 
G rand Knight Dan Vec­
chioni presen ted  some 
o f the  awards.

M etro "M ac” Sokolik 
w as recognized as a 
c h a rte r  m em ber of the 
council. Bob R ichter of 
Northville and Rick 
Gignac of Livonia were 
recognized a s  co- 
K nights of the  Year.
N orb and Sylvia Gic­
zewski of Livonia and 
N orthville  residents 
Bob and Deb Rais were 
recognized as co-Fam- 
ilies of the Year. The 
council also recognized

Metro "Mac" Sokolik (seated) is recognized as a charter 
member of Dooley Knights of Columbus. Deputy Grand 
Knight Jerry Sulak is a t his side.

widows of deceased 
mem bers, m ilitary vet­
erans and past Grand 
Knights.

The Council was 
founded Nov. 10,1963 al 
Our Lady of G race 
Catholic Church and

m et regularly  a t Rom a­
nowski VFW Hall. I t 
moved in 2002 to  its 
cu rren t home, St. Co­
le tte  Church in Livonia. 
I ts  nex t SOth Jubilee 
event is a  pasta  dinner 
on Feb, 9.

2 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  

W a y n e  C o u n t y ’s  L i g h t f e s t

U S H T F tsrW :
/ -Ml  Features m ore than

47 g iant an im ated  holiday M M, 
them ed displays! H ' , 2

N ov. 14  to  D ec. 31
M o n . -T h u rs . 7  p .m .- IO  p .m .
F ri. -  S un. 6  p .m . - 1 0  p .m .

$ 5  f e e  p e r  v e h i c l e
(closed Christmas Day)

•  N ew  LED lights!
New displays and the show has been 
converted to LED lights!

•  L ightfest 8K Fun R un /W alk  
on N ov. 12

•  Bike Through  th e  Lights 
on Nov. 13

•  R eindeer N ights
Back by popular demand! There will be live 
reindeer at Santa's Workshop on Nov. 25,
Dec. 2,9 and 16.

•  Toy N igh t Tuesdays
Nov. 19,26 and Dec. 3,10 and 17.
Bring a new, unwrapped toy in lieu of the $5 
vehicle fee. Toys will be donated to the Wayne 
County Family Center.

•  Live E n terta inm ent
Santa's workshop on Dec. 4 and 11!

•  Photos w ith  Santa
at his workshop nightly starting Nov. 22 until 
Dec. 23 at the end of the Lightfest.

For fees and registration information, visit 
www.waynecounty.com

. i r r c  ®
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highly comical human 
voices ... even if  it means 
recording h im self yell­
ing into a trash  can or 
speaking in a French 
accent w ith a mouth full 
of marshmallows! One of 
my favorites is last 
year's video, 12 D ays o f 
Christm as http:// 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=obGjx8Hry3M. 
H is videos typically put 
m e in te a rs  while trying 
to  catch m y breath  from 
laughing so hard! I can’t 
wait to  see w hat he 
comes up w ith th is year!

— Shannon B arre tt, a 
Plymouth pet groom er 
and dance teacher

Rock tu ne
I try  and listen for 

Bob Seger's Little  Drum­
m er  Boy...that's m y fa­
vorite  of all time!

— Randall M asters, 
W estland residen t and 
Observer & Eccentric  
editorial g raphic a rtist

Elvis o rn a m e n t
Favorites? Well, I 

can’t c a rry  a tune  to save 
my life  and I don 't listen 
to a  lot of m usic bu t I do 
have a few favorite a rt­
ists ... Josh  G roban and 
Elvis! H oliday music: 
Josh  G roban holiday 
songs — Noel is  a  favor­
ite to lis ten  to  on m y way 
home from  w ork to get 
the  bark ing  tha t is echo­
ing in my head to dis­
sipate! My husband and 
I love to have Elvis sing­

ing holiday songs while 
we put up the  Christm as 
TYee .... Yes, we have an 
Elvis ornam ent on the 
tree  that sings to us!

Movies tha t MUST be 
watched w ith grand­
children include Elf, The 
Grinch (Jim  C arrey -  
Max the dog did a won­
derful job! (HA)), A 
Christm as Story  (love 
the  p a rt w here the  dog 
gets the  tu rkey  off the 
table).

— Deb W atkins, own­
e r  of Canine College in 
Farm ington Hills

M em o rie s o f  y o u th
Simply stated, my 

three-favorite  Christm as 
“m ust hear songs” ... 
Mary Did you Know  by 
M ark Lowry and Buddy 
Green... Joseph’s  Song by 
M ichael Card, and one I 
can’t sing, bu t love, Nat 
Cole's version of Chest­
nuts Roasting on an 
Open Fire. T hat m akes it 
complete, especially  if 
the re  is light snow fall­
ing ... i t  does take  me 
back to  my youth .... 
Good times!

— John Delle-Mo- 
nache of N orthville, 
publicity  chair fo r Base- 
Line Folk Society in 
Plymouth

Classic tunes
I  love the  holiday 

season and all the  music 
brings joy  to  everyone. I 
g rew  up singing in 
church  and playing the 
piano a t an early  age, so 
m usic and holiday songs 
have alw ays been a  m a­
jo r  p a rt of m y life.

As for favorites, it

w as really d ifficult to 
pick. Baking cookies 
w ith my G ranny was 
alw ays an annual trea t, 
listening to  traditional 
songs like Silent Night 
by Franz G ruber, and 
Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing  by Mendelssohn 
and not-so-traditional 
songs such as Christmas 
fo r  Cowboys by John 
D enver alw ays were 
g rea t fun  memories.

Some other favorites 
a re  M ary Did You Know  
by Lowery & G reene — 
this song m akes you 
think tha t children could 
grow up to be g rea t lead­
e rs  in many w ays and in 
our tim e. I also love Let 
I t Snow  by Cahn &
Styne, especially when 
w e can enjoy w atching it 
snow by the  fire, and of 
course  Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town by Coots 
& Gillespie because  you 
alw ays want to be on the 
“nice” list.

— Sherry  Cantrell, 
volunteer assistan t to the 
T herapy Choirs of Michi­
gan in Farm ington Hills

Irish tunes
Mick’s favorites are  

The Wexford Carol by  the 
C hieftains, A deste  Fi- 
deles by Kevin Keagan 
and Silent Night by  Pad­
dy Homan. Mine are  - 
The Carol o f the Bells by 
the  Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir, H andel M essiah 
11-44 H allelujah and I 
Wonder as I Wander by 
Joan Baez

— Anna G avin of 
Redford whose husband, 
Mick, p lays and teaches 
fiddle

GARDEN & NATURE CALENDAR
Send m ateria l fo r the 

G arden & N ature  Calen­
da r to  Sharon Dargay, 
Observer & Eccentric, 
sdargay@hometown- 
life.com.

A ll a b o u t  p in e s
Find ou t m ore about 

the pine tree s  a t H eritage 
Park in Farm ington Hills 
through two workshops 
next month. The Getting 
to Know the  Pines - Eat­
ing the  TYees Workshops 
wUl be held 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 5,2014 and 
from  3-8 p.m., Thursday, 
Jan . 9 a t the  park , 24915

■ All H eartw orm  
& Flea/Tick 
M edications 

_  Now  on Sale! _

Farm ington Road. The 
sessions a re  for ages 8 to 
adult. Participants will 
identify tree s  using a 
field guide, and then  will 
explore the  edible, me­
dicinal, and utilitarian 
uses for a pine tree . They 
also will make a basic 
pine balm. Advance reg ­
istra tion  is  requ ired  at 
httpsV/recreg.fhgov.com 
o r the  Costick Center.
The fee  is $35 p e r  person. 
Participants should bring 
a lunch; a ll o ther m ateri­
a ls will be  provided. Call 
248-477-1135 for more 
information.

M as te r Gardeners

Bob Bransky, am ateur 
photographer, will ta lk 
about basic photographic 
techniques, Lighting and 
hin ts fo r taking pho­
tographs, a t the general 
mem bership meetihg of 
the  M aster G ardeners of 
W estern Wayne County, 
Jan. 2,2014, a t the MSU 
Extension, 5454 Venoy, 
Wayne.

R efreshm ents will be 
served  a t 6:30 p.m.; m eet­
ing a t 7 p.m. For more 
inform ation, visit 
mgwwc.org.

l- 'S j 'W a y .n e  «  Ip/'W- MercA m m a l  
H ospital

Full Service Veterinary Hospital
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I MILESTONESRELIGION CALENDAR
D ECEM BER  
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Time/Date. 7 p.m. Tuesday. Dec. 
24, family Christmas Eve service; 
9:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 25,
Chrisl
Location: Lola Park Lutheran 
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Redford 
Details: Free gifts for all chil-

Contact 313-532-8655 or 734- 
968-3523
CHRISTMAS EVE 
WORSHIP
Time/Date: 4 p.m. children's

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Location: St. Paul's Presbyterian 
Church, located on Five Mile, 
one block west of Inkster Road,

Details: Children's service 
includes story, costumes, com­
munion and singing; candlelight 
and communion at remaining 
two services 
Contact: 734-422-1470 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
WORSHIP

Location: Good Hope Lutheran 
Church, 28680 Cherry Hill Road, 
Garden City.
Details: Late night worship is

Contact: 734-427-3660 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
WORSHIP
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
24
Location: First United Method­
ist Church, 3 Town Square, 
Wayne
Details: Candle service; barrier 
free
Contact: 734-721-4801 
NEW YEAR'S WORSHIP
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
31
Location: Lola Park Lutheran 
Church. 14750 Kinloch, Redford 
Details: New Year's Eve service 
Contact: 313- 532-8655 or 
734-968-3523

JA N U A R Y  2 0 1 4  
YOUNG FIVES 
PROGRAM
Time/Date: Jan. 6,2014 
Location: St. Paul’s Preschool 
and Day Care, 20805 Middlebelt, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: New Young Fives 
program begins. Preschool/day 
care runs 6:30 a.m.-6 p.m.Mon- 
day-Friday for ages 215-5. 
Contact: Karen or Robin at 
248-474-2488
WIDOWED FRIENDS
Time/Date: 2:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 19.2014
Location: St. Kenneth Church, 
14951 N. Haggerty, Plymouth 
Details: Widowed Friends, a 
peer group of th Archdiocese of 
Detroit invites widowed men 
and women to celebrate Mass, 
followed by friendship and 
refreshments
Contact: Pat at 734-895-6246

O N G O IN G
CLASSES/STUDY
Men's Bible study 
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and study at 8 a.m.
Location: Kirby's Coney Island, 
21200 Haggerty, Northville 
Township
Contact: John Shulenberger at 
734464-9491
New Life Community Church 
Time/Date: Jobs seminar. 8-9 
am. Fridays; reading program 
for students in grades K-12 and 
martial arts instruction, both at 
10 a.m. Sundays.
Location: 42200 Tyler, Belleville 
Contact: 734-8464615 
Our Lady of Loretto 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday
Location: Si* Mile and Beech 
Daly, Redford 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000 
St. Michael the Archangel 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. the 
second and fourth Thursday. 
Location: School library, 11441 
Hubbard, just south of Plymouth

Bible scholar, Gary Michuta, 
leads the study of Acts of the 
Apostles.
Contact: 734-261-1455, Ext. 200, 
or www.livoniastmlchael.org 
Ward Presbyterian 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Mondays 
Location: Room A101,40000 W. 
Six Mile, Northville 
Details: Learner's Bible study is 
held
Contact: 248-374-5920 
FAMILY COMMUNITY 
MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: The Salvation Army. 
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington

Contact: 248477-1153, Ext. 12 
FOOD BANK 
New Hope Church 
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m., every 
Friday by appointment only 
Location: 44815 Cherry Hill, 
Canton
Contact: Call pastor Ranay 
Brown to schedule an appoint­
ment at 734-270-2528.

MOMS
Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday, September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool­
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers 
of infants through kindergart-

Contact: Ethanie Defoe at 
248-227-6617 and Jody Flestar at 
734-658-2463
Dunning Park Bible Chapel 
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W. Chicago 
Road, Redford
Details: MOPS is a place where 
moms can build friendships, 
receive mothering support 
practical help and spiritual hope. 
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767 
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set­
ting. Pet blessings are available 
after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162 
PRAYER
Nardin Park United Method­
ist Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesday 
Location: 29887 W. 11 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Participate in an open 
time of praying silently and 
aloud together as well as re­
sponding to personal requests. 
Contact: 248476-8860 
St. Edith Church 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday 
Location: 15089 Newburgh, 
Livonia. Enter through the back 
Details: Music, singing, prayer 
Contact: Grace at 734464-1896, 
Shirley at 734464-3656 or Geri 
at 734464-8906 
St. Michael Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday- 
Friday
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, 
Canton
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact: 734459-3333 
SINGLES
Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; Room 304

Oven

alcohol, overeating, gambling. 
Contact:-313-25S-2222, Ext 244 
» Farmington Hills Baptist 
Church
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second 
Tuesday of the month except 
January, July and August 
Location: 28301 Middlebelt 
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Western Oakland 
Parkinson Support Group 
Contact: 248433-1011

Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 2055 Merriman, 
Garden City
Details: Metro Fibromyalgia 
support group meets; donations 
Contact www.metrofibro- 
group.com; or call Ruthann with 
questions at 734-981-2519 
» Riverside Park Church of 
God
Time/Date: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday 
Location: 11771 Newburgh,

Details: Adult Day Ministry 
offers an adult daytime care 
program with a specialty in 
dementia care. Not a drop-in

Contact: 734-3674220 or 
734464-0990; www.riverside- 
parkchurch.org; or email to 
rpadm@riversideparkchurch.org 
ii St. Andrew's Episcopal

Time/Date: 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday morning 
Location: 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: A weekly drop-in Food 
Cupboard (nonperishable items) 
is available.
Contact 734421-8451.

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATING 70 YEARS

C larence and Kathy 
(H agstrom ) Probst of 
Livonia m arked  their 
70th wedding anniversa­
ry  Dec. 13.

The couple m arried  in 
1943 a t the  W ayne County 
building in Detroit.

T hey m et in 1940 a fte r 
K athy moved to  Clar­
ence’s D etroit neigh­
borhood, near the  old 
Olympia stadium . They 
dated for several years 
before Clarence en tered  
m ilitary service. H e 
served  in the  U.S. Army 
from  1943-45 during 
WWII and was stationed 
in France. H is unit was 
instrum enta l in the  liber­
a tion of F rance  and Da­
chau concentration camp 
in Poland.

The couple has three 
children: K athy (Robert) 
Moore of Commerce;

BIRTH
AUDREY GRACE HALL

A udrey G race  Hall 
was bom  May 16,2013, at 
Providence Pa rk  Hospi­
tal, Novi.

Proud pa ren ts  are  
John and Jillian H all of 
Livonia.

Kathy and Clarence Probst 
have lived in Livonia 63 
years.

D uane Probst o f Morley; 
and Wayne (Tina) Probst 
o f Wixom.

The P robsts also have 
e ight grandchildren — 
four boys and four girls 
— and 15 grea t-grand­
children. All live in Mich­
igan.

K athy re tired  in 1997

a fte r  40 years of employ­
m ent w ith Oakland Hills 
M emorial G ardens in 
Novi. C larence retired  in 
2000 a fte r  50 years  of 
em ploym ent a t Commer­
c ial Steel Treating in 
M adison Heights.

C larence and Kathy 
a re  active and enjoy 
spending tim e with the ir 
children and grandchil­
dren. They often a re  seen 
a t various sporting 
events cheering on fam ­
ily  m em bers who play on 
L ittle  League, high 
school, and college a th ­
le tic  team s. They donate 
money to  local team s and 
charities on a regu lar 
basis. In  particular, they 
recently  w ere involved 
with W arriors fo r War­
riors, a  fundraising event 
aim ed a t cancer aw are­
ness a t Walled Lake 
W estern High School.

The couple celebrated 
the ir milestone anniver­
sa ry  with a fam ily din-

Audrey

Deadlines: Friday. 4:13 p.m. for Sunday paper • Wednesday. 9:4 i. for Thursday paper

a

who are divorced or separated. 
Occasionally includes guest 
speakers; open to the public and

Contact: The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org 
First Presbyterian Church 
Time/Date: 7-7:15 p.m., social 
time; 7:30 p.m., announcements; 
7:30-8:30 p.m., program; 8:30-9 
p.m. ice cream social, Thursdays. 
Location: 200 E. Main St.. 
Northville
Details: Single Place Ministry; 
cost is $5
Contact: 248-349-0911 or visit 
www.singleplace.org 
Steve's Family Restaurant 
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 15800 Middlebelt V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: Widowed men of all 
ages may attend the Widowed 
Friends Men's breakfast. This is 
an informal "peer" group where 
men have an opportunity to 
meet with others.
Contact: 313-534-0399 
Ward Evangelical Presbyteri-

ville
Details: Single Point Ministries, 
for 30 and up, offers fellowship, 
coffee, doughnuts, conversation. 
Contact: 248-374-5920 
Song Circle
Congregation Beth Ahm 
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m. 
every Shabbat
Location: 5075 W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat 
songs) and celebrate Kiddush 
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided In trans­
literation as well as the original

Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.
SUPPORT
Apostolic Christian Church 
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily
Location: 29667 Wentworth, 
Livonia
Details: Adult day care program 
at the church's Woodhaven 
Retirement Community. Funding 
available from TSA, AAA 1-C 
Older Americans Act.
Contact: 734-261-9000; 
www.woodhaven-retire- 
ment.com
» Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; room 202 
Details: Addiction No More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems, drugs.

GOODALE, 
MARGERY C. »

A longtime Michigan residenA- 
and wife of Stephen L. Goodalc 
passed on November 19 in Vcro 
Beach Florida. She is survived 
by children Margo, Steve, Gloria 
and Nick; grandchildren Carey 
and Daniel and brother Dr. Ar­
chibald Carey. The family cele­
brates a life filled with a love of 
God,

Birmingham

pianist who performed in south­
eastern Mi. A private service 
will be held in the summer of 
2014. In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations to the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist in 
Birmingham, Michigan or the 
Monitor Fund, CS Publishing 
Society, Boston, MA.

k
HILLIGAS, 

BETTY JANE
Age 70. Passed away Decet 
17, 2013. She w '
29, 1943. Betty 
her genuine, loving, car 
ture and for her random

on Jur

HUBERT, JO H N  G.
"M R. W ONDERFUL"

formerly of Livonia. 
p xtj- 1, passed away in Safety 
[ "  ‘ Harbor Florida at the age

of 87. Bom and raised in 
Detroit Michigan, John was a 
decorated veteran of WWII, 
serving his country as a para­
trooper in the 82nd airborne divi­
sion. John parachuted into Ste. 
Mcre-Eglisc during the D-Day 
invasion of Normandy and was 
involved in Operation Market 
Garden. He was awarded two 
Silver Stars and the purple Heart. 
John was a Detroit Police Offi­
cer, engineer at Burroughs Cor­
poration and a real estate broker 
in Michigan as well as Florida. 
John was involved in many 
school/community projects. John 
was preceded in death by first 
wife Betty in 1987. He is sur­
vived by children Linda Strockis 
(Dr. Vincent), Denise Newlands 
(Mark), John Hubert (Lisa), Jan 
Hubcrt-Ward (Steve); six grand­
children; eight great­
grandchildren; sisters Ann Hor- 
lacher and Ellen Peltier. John 
moved to Florida and married 
Elaine Tiirkowski. He is sur­
vived by Elaine and step daugh­
ters Terry Wynn (Greg), Cindy 
Telfer (Tom), Jody Carr (Brian), 
five grandchildren and one great-

unng his Cam Zone

of sky diving. 
Aner ms Army discharge, he 
joined the Livonia Michigan Po­
lice Department in 1965 and 
served for a time as President of 
the Livonia Police Officers As-

Michigan Conference of Police, 
also a founder of the Po-

Q

IN LOVING MEMORY 
CHARLES J . M cPHEE

Oct 3,1940 - Oct 3,2010

My greatest gift would be know- 

and again enjoying what you

mily at I friem that

Officei
i the

retary. Mr. Wilcox left the police 
department in 1977 and became 
a FAA certificated Master Para-

spector for Marlin Marietta 
Aerospace at the Kennedy Space 
Center, working on the large par-

iften forget that spend-

ones during the holidays is the

to me many years ago and has 
been a great lesson, hold your 
loved one’s near and dear as they

them a hug and kiss.y Thanks*for 
the wonderful and precious 
memories that will be with me 
within my heart and soul for all

d family.

teloved
wife of the late John. Loving 
mother of Mike (Lori), Debbie 
(Chuck), Tammy (Billy), Cherie 
(Forest), Tom (Diane), Shelia, 
Mike (Terrie), and Patrick (Mary 
Jo). Cherished grandmother of 
Briana, Mikey, Kayla, Jacob, and 
Megan. Dear sister of Nora, Jer­
ry (Jane), Carol (Tom), ajid

in death by her parents Earl and 
Hazel Fulcher; brothers, Leroy, 
Art, and DuWayne; and brother- 
in-law Clayton. Also survived 
by many nieces, nephews, grand­
children, and great­
grandchildren. Memorial Service 
1 p.m. Saturday, December 28 at 
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home, 
33603 Grand River Ave., Down­
town Farmington (I block W. of 
Farmington Rd.). Memorial 
Gathering Saturday, December 
28 from II a.m. until 1 p.m. 
service. In lieu of flowers, me­
morial contributions may be 
made to Pulmonary Hypcrtcn-

laugh. He i

grandpa for foster children. We’ll 
miss you "Mr. Wonderful," you 
are our hero. Internment will be 
at Great Lakes National Ceme­
tery in Holly, Michigan. Service 
Friday, January 3, 2014, 12:30 
p.m. at the cemetery. Contribu­
tions in John's memory can be

MARANTETTE, 
SARAH MOORE

Age 40, known as "Gucc

on December 19, 200 "s'a i 
of a brain aneurysm. She 
made her home in San Franc

the daughter of Nancy Nt 
Baity (Michael) of Hi 
Springs, Michigan and David T 
Marantette, III or Norris, Ten-

Marantctte (Kaye), Katie Hall 
(Dan), Lauren Wasson (Paul), 
Julie Kinnaird (Ed).^and loving

privately funded rocket ever 
launched from K.S.C. After the 
Challenger Space Shuttle disas­
ter, Dan returned to DcLand 
where he opened a popular rental 
business; Dan Rents Tents. Dan 
sold that business and retired in 
2008. Mr. Wilcox is survived by

Sebastian, Florida, and seven

planned. No flowers are desired.

the Livonia Fallen Hero's 
Monument at Lany Nchasil Park 
in Livonia (sec NehasilPark.org) 
will be appreciated. Allen- 

is in charge. Online

L e t o th e r s  k n o w ...

When you  have lo s t a  
loved o n e , p lace  y ou r n o ­
tice  o n  o u r  w e b site  a n d  in 

" P a ss a g e s " , 
a  d ire c to ry  lo c a te d  in 
every e d i tio n  o f  your 

O b s e rv e r  o r  E c c e n tr ic  
new spaper.

Call: 800-579-7355 
Fax: 313-496-4968

Email: oeobltsPhometownlife.ci

held at the Acadet 
cred Heart, Kens 
Bloomfield Hills. Michigan. 
Sunday, December 29 at 3:30 
p.m. In lieu of flowers, memori - 
als may be made to the Califor­
nia Transplant Donor Network 
(www.ctdn.org) or the San Frar 

jCt^PCMww^fs

M a y  y o u  f i n d  p e a c e  in  th is  t im e  o f  sorrow.
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MEDICAL DATEBOOK

The holidays a re  a  joyful 
tim e for many, bu t a ren ’t free  
o f s tre ss.

“We see it in our clients. My 
view  of it is we have so many 
expectations surrounding the 
holidays," said Janet Terry, 
clinical m anager w ith Oakland 
Family Services.

TYying to m eet unrealistic  
expectations can cause  prob­
lems.

“In  tha t trying, th e  s tre ss­
ors occur,” said Terry, who 
earned  a m aster’s degree  in 
social work from  Wayne State 
U niversity  and is a certified 
advanced alcohol and drug 
counselor.

All pa ren ts  w ant to give to 
the ir  children, she said, and 
tha t’s  been difficu lt w ith the 
economic dow nturn.

The holidays also bring 
fam ily and w ork activities 
w ith alcohol served. "There 
may be a  little  m ore risk  of 
some binge drinking," T erry 
said. Women should have no 
m ore than seven alcoholic 
drinks a week and Terry  em ­
phasized they  never should 
"save up" and drink  to  excess.

The holidays also mean 
overeating for many and the 
excess drinking can s ta r t "as a 
little  relaxation a t the  end of 
the  stre ssfu l day,” she said.

Positive experiences
The good p a rt about the 

holidays is seeing fam ily and 
friends, including some you 
don’t see during the  re s t of the 
year. "T here  a re  a lot of posi­
tives th a t occur a t tha t tim e," 
sa id  Terry, whose fam ily in­
cludes two daughters, two 
stepchildren and two grand ­
daughters.

Rem em bering loved ones 
who’ve  died is sad, bu t also 
brings good m em ories a t the 
holidays. T erry  recom m ends

doing things together as a 
fam ily come holiday tim e, as 
well as delegating tasks. Reli­
gious ritua ls and the  spiritual 
side of the  season can uplift 
people, too.

"I think it goes righ t back 
to  expectations,” she  said. "We 
need to  get m ore rea listic.” 
Adding hum or — the  tu rkey  
falls on the  kitchen floor or is 
otherw ise a  flop — helps re­
lieve stress.

"Well, we still have all the 
fixings," she said. “We can still 
have a fan tastic  dinner."

Fam ily a c tiv itie s
V olunteering is a g rea t way 

to  ce lebra te  the  season. Ter­
ry ’s office does an adopt-a- 
fam ily as a staff, as well as 
Christm as baskets.

"You get so m uch out of it 
yourself,” she said. Research 
shows vo lunteering enhances 
the  volunteer's self-worth.

"The needs a re  th e re  all 
year long," bu t su rface  a t the 
holidays. V olunteering a s  a 
fam ily all year fo r Meals on 
W heels and including children 
se ts a  g rea t exam ple, Terry

She’s  p re tty  good about 
heeding he r own advice.

“I t’s alw ays a w ork in pro­
gress,” said Terry, who has 
learned to delegate. “Could I 
alw ays do better?  Oh, yes. We 
all can."

She urges individuals to 
notice signs of stre ss, like 
irritability, m em ory issues, 
negative feelings o r  loss of 
energy.

She also recom m ends read­
ju sting  trad itions for absent 
fam ily m em bers, bypassing 
those th a t no longer have 
meaning.

“Ju s t focus on the  stu ff  
th a t’s rea lly  im portant to the  
en tire  family,” T erry  said.

jcbrowh@hometownlife.com

U P C O M IN G
BLOOD DRIVES
» Christina Besh of Plymouth, the

re fror
ounty, hi

. Sunday. C 
VFW Post 345, 27345 Schoolcraft, 
Redford Township. For more in­
formation, visit
www.redcrossblood.org under the 
sponsor code misswaynecounty.
» St. Mary Mercy Hospital, in part-

p.m. Monday, Dec. 23, in the north 
auditorium at the hospital. 3647S Five 
Mile. Livonia. To schedule an appoint­
ment call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or visit 
redcrossblood.org. Appointm

hospital cafeteria. Walk-in
in the

17:45 p.m
11 Mile,

between Middlebelt and Inks 
in Farmington Hills. Giving blood 
takes approximately one hour. Donors 
must be in general good health, 
weigh at least 110 pounds, and be 17 
or older. To make an appointment, 
call 248-473-1800 or register online at 
www.redcrossblood.org. Enter the 
sponsor code costickcenter and follow 
the instructions to set up an appoint-

DRUG SERIES
"Teens Using Drugs: What To Know 
and What To Do," a free, ongoing, 
two-part workshop series, is set for 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7 and 14. in 
the St. Joseph Mercy Hospital Educa­
tion Center, Exhibition Room on the 
first floor. 5305 Ell.........................

Blood drives will be held Dec. 23 
a t St. Mary Mercy Hospital in 
Livonia and Jan. 16,2014 a t the 
Costick Center in Farmington 
Hills.

Classes are

-1:45 p.m.

Services Center, 14500 Sheldon. Suite 
1608, Plymouth. It is accessed through 
the Plymouth Executive Park driveway 
north of M-14. It is a self-help group 
for people suffering from depression 
and bipolar disorders. Meetings open 
to families. Call Nancy at 734-536-3457 
for directions.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT
» St. John's Support Group for the 
Caregivers of Alzheimer's Patients or 
patients with other forms of dementia 
meet the first and third Friday of each 
month at 10 a.m. at St. John's Episco­
pal Church, S74 S. Sheldon, Plymouth.

Connie McNutt at 734-895-1426 for 
more information. Authorized by the

CPAP/BIPAP
The Sleep Disorders Center of Michi­
gan offers a free CPAP/BIPAP mask 
fitting clinic, 5-6 p.m. each Wednesday 
at 35600 Central City Parkway, Suite 
103, Westland. Most insurances cover 

.. No appointm
d.For m ill 734-

at To Kr
m understand- 

substance 
: problems. "What To Do," on 
4, will provide information on 
should and should not be done

111734-

present on the Esteem, the only 
implanted hearing aid. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, in Garden City 
Hospital, 6245 Inkster Road, Garden 
City. For more information, call Tony 
at 734-664-3297 or email afe- 
rack@comcast.net.

O N G O IN G
AQUATIC CLASSES
The YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit 
and the Arthritis Foundation have 
partnered to offer aquatic classes

and Wednesday at the Livonia branch. 
To join or for more information, visit 
www.ymcadetroit.org.
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT
Meets from 6:30-8 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of each month in the Atrium 
of Our Lady of Hope Cancer Center,
St. Mary Mercy Hospital, 36475 Five 
Mile (use south entrance off Levan), 
Livonia. Call 734-655-1100 or visit 
www.stmarymercy.org.
BLOOD PRESSURE
Garden City Hospital offers free blood 
pressure testing, cholesterol ($5), and 
lipid panel ($10) testing, 10 a.m. to 
noon the first Tuesday of each month 
in the main lobby of the hospital, 
6245 Inkster Road, Garden City. No
regist ired. Senior

monthly, free of charge, at 8:30 a.m. 
the first and third Tuesday and second 
and fourth Thursdays of each month 
at Westland Shopping Center, 35000 
Warren Road, at Wayne Road in 
Westland: 10:15 a.m. every other 
Wednesday at Maplewood Communi­
ty Center, 31735 Maplewood, Garden 
City; and every second Tuesday at the 
Redford Community Center. For more 
information, call 734-458-4330. 
CHOIR THERAPY 
The Therapy Choirs of Michigan 
extend an invitation to individuals 
with any kind of special needs or

family and friends, to participate in 
singing. Call Len McCulloch at 248- 
474-2763, Ext. 22, or visit www.thera- 
pychoirs.org for additional informa-

BIPOLAR SUPPORT
Depression Bipolar Support Alliance 
meets 6-7:30 p.m. the second and 
fourth Tuesday at Lincoln Behavioral

458-7251.
CPR CLASSES
Classes range from basic CPR for 
people who want to know how to 
help save a life to certification for 
those who need CPR for work and 
state licensure, at DMC Huron Valley- 
Sinai Hospital, 1 William Carls Drive, 
Commerce. First aid classes are also 
available. Classes are offered weekday 
evenings and Saturday mornings. Price 
varies. Preregistration required at 
www.hvsh.org/hvsh/calendar or call 
248-937-3314.
DIABETES SUPPORT 
■> An adult diabetes support group 
sponsored by the Plymouth Lions Club 
meets 2-3:30 p.m. the second Thurs­
day of each month at the Plymouth 
District Library, 223 S. Main in down­
town Plymouth. Fern Vining, a regis­
tered nurse, certified diabetes educa­
tor and Plymouth Lion, will facilitate. 
Discussion topics will focus on un­
derstanding diabetes and self-man­
agement strategies. Call 734-454-0859. 
» Botsford Hospital offers an ongoing, 
comprehensive class on diabetes 
management. It requires a physician

ment guidance, ongoing co 
the physician to ensure opt 
glucose control, and foil

and agair :ix months. Day- 
ming classes available.

Program certified by the M 
Department of Community Health 
and nationally recognized by the 
American Diabetes Assodation and 
the American Association of Diabetes 
Educators. Insurance reimbursement 
available through Medicare, Medicaid,

Have Yourself a  Merry Little Christmas!
A nd, Keep Your Fam ily  Safe from  th e  H idden D angers  o f  th e  Season

A sk  A G a rd e n  C ity H o s p i ta l  H e a l th  E x p e r t
T h e  h o lid a y s  a re  a n  e x c itin g  tim e  o f  y e a r  fo r 
ch ild re n  a n d  fa m ilie s . F ro m  lig h t in g  c a n d le s  to 
h a n g in g  f re s h  g re e n s  a n d  s tr in g in g  lig h ts , G CH  
H e a lth  E x p e r t  & E m e rg e n cy  M e d ic in e  P h y s ic ian , 
D r. H ao  N g u y en , o f fe rs  tip s  on how  y o u r  fam ily  can  
en jo y  th e  se aso n  safe ly .

Emergency'Medicine Filled w ith  fam ily gatherings, special traditions and 
delicious trea ts , the  holidays a re  a w onderful tim e of the  

year, especially for kids. U nfortunately, for em ergency room physicians 
it’s also one of the  busiest. Below a re  a  few im portant tips to  help protect 
your little  ones from  some common holiday dangers.

CHRISTM AS TREES - Look for a  “F ire  R esistan t” label when selecting 
an artificial tree , and pick the  freshest possible tr e e  when choosing a real 
one. Properly se t and frequently  fill the  stand  w ith w ater on rea l trees. A 
d ry  tr e e  is a  fire hazard.
LIGHTS - Check a ll tr e e  lights before hanging them  on your tree , even if 
you’ve ju st purchased  them . Make su re  a ll the  bulbs work and there  a re  
no frayed w ires, broken sockets o r  loose connections. Before using lights 
outdoors, check labels to  be su re  they have been certified for outdoor 
use. Plug a ll outdoor e lec trics into ground fault in terrup ters. T u rn  off all 
lights w hen going to bed or leaving the  house.
DECORATIONS - In  hom es w ith sm all children, take  specia l care  to avoid 
decorations which a re  sha rp  or breakable. Keep trim m ings w ith sm all 
removable p a rts  out of th e  reach  of children to prevent pieces from  being 
swallowed or inhaled. Avoid trim m ings tha t resem ble candy or food that 
m ay tem pt a  young child to e a t them.
FIREPLACES - Remove a ll w rapping papers, bags, ribbons and bows 
from  tre e  and fireplace a re as  a fte r  g ifts  a re  opened. T hese item s are  
flammable and pose suffocation and choking hazards to sm all children. 
Before lighting a  fire, remove anyth ing  flammable from  the  fireplace 
a re a  and make su re  the flue is  open.
TOYS - Before buying a  toy or allowing your child to play w ith a  toy 
received as a gift, read  the  instruc tions carefully. Select toys to suit 
the  age, abilities, skills and in terest level of the  intended child. Toys too 
advanced may pose safety or choking hazards for younger children. Be 
aw are o f “Button B atteries” and m agnets found in toys, g ree ting  cards 
and holiday novelties. If  swallowed, they can  c reate  serious stomach 
problem s and even death.
VISITS - The homes you visit may not be childproofed. Keep an eye out 
for danger spots like unlocked cabinets, unattended purses, accessible 
cleaning or laundry  products, stairw ays, o r hot radiators. Rem em ber to 
clean up righ t a fte r  a  pa rty ; you don’t  w ant a curious toddler coming in 
contact w ith alcohol or tobacco.
FOOD SAFETY & POISONING - Be sure  to keep hot liquids and food 
away from  the  edges of counters and tables, w here they  can  easily be 
knocked over. Wash your hands frequently, and make sure  your children 
do the  sam e. M istletoe, holly, poinsettias, and o ther holiday p lants a re  
poisonous, and should be kept out of the  reach  of young children and pets. 
BE PREPARED - Keep a lis t w ith a ll o f the  im portant phone num bers you 
need in case  of an emergency. Include your ped iatric ian  and the  National 
Poison Help Line: 1.800.222.1222.

H ave  a  sa fe  a n d  ha p p y  h o liday  fro m  a ll th e  H e a lth  E x p e r ts  a t 
G ard en  C ity  H o sp ita l. We’re  h e re  fo r  YOU in  e v e ry  e m ergency . 
F o r  m ore  h e lp fu l in fo rm atio n , v is i t  G C H .org . loliraim„

Reasons why
businesses tu rn  to  

O bserver 81 Eccentric Media

COMMUNITY
Linda Robin, O w ner o f Show room  

of E legance in C an ton  speaks a b o u t 
advertising success in O bserver & 

Eccentric Media "We like to  b e  
p a rt o f th e  

com m unity. 
People read 
com m u n ity  
n ew spapers. 
O bserver & 

Eccentric M edia 
has b een  

successful for 
us. People say 
th a t  th ey  saw  
o u r ad  in th e  
paper. It's a 
connection  
b e tw e en  us 

an d  th o se  in th e  
com m unity."

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

A GANNETT COMPANY



FREE
GIFT

WRAP

Sale
SAVE UP TO 25%
ON SELECT KITCHEN KNIFE 
SETS, GADGETS, HUNTING 
KNIVES & GARDENING TOOLS!

NEED
LAST

MINUTE
GIFTS?

D O N 'T  P A N IC ! 

C U T C O  H A S G IF T S  
F O R  EV E R Y O N E !

O N  S A L E !

♦ > C U T C O

Restrictions apply. See store for details.

KITCHEN

43215 Grand River Ave. I Novi, Ml 
(248) 679-1538 I Holiday Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 10am-8pm I Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. noon-6pm I Christmas Eve 10am-6pm

i ^ O t F 'T . r 1 t e g .

U L \L V lsL ^ :'T !7

TMGirSE'
.C I N E M A S .

A MICHIGAN 
COMPANY

Locally Owned & Operated
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Extra Holiday Cash 
Just Announced

d u r i n g

u S f c ;2014FO CUSSEFW D

36  highw ay 
MPG

 This vehicle Fe3tur.es;
•  2.0L Ti-VCT Direct-lnjection 

Flex-Fuel I-4 Engine •  Ambient Lighting
•  Leather-W rapped S teering Wheel & Shifter

•  Leather-Trim med Seats with 
Six-Way Pow er Driver's Seat

•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio with Six-Month 
Subscription (not available in AL or HI)

•  SelectShift®  Six-Speed Automatic Transmission

(T  4  A  For 24 m onths for 
' P  I  M U  curren t A/2 

I  O w  plan les sees1
PER MONTH J62 ,9 ‘j35!1 Due

LEASE a t 2n ®
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license tee s  extra._ _ _ _ _ _

2014 FUSION SE FWD
E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  o f

/ f  22 c i ty /
34  highway 

MPG2

•  2.5L D uratec®  1-4 engine 
•  AdvanceTrac® with Electronic Stability Control

•  SYNC® with MyFord® Voice-Activated 
Communications and Entertainment System1

•  SecuriCode™  Keyless-Entry Keypad 
•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio

•  Upgraded Heated Exterior Mirrors with 
Signal Indicator and Puddle Lamps

£ 4  For 24 m onths for
"9 I X U  curren tA /Z plan

|  U  O  les sees1
PER MONTH $803 Cash Due

LEASE a t Signing
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license lee s  extra ._ _ _ _ _ _

2014 ESCAPE SE FWD 2013 EDGE SE FWD

C 4  A  A  For 24 m onths for 
I  U U  curren t A/Z plan 
|  lessees '

PER MONTH J l 'OJ c | COninhoDU0
LEASE a ,S i* nin*

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and license  fees extra.

E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  of

f  23 c i ty /
32 highw ay 

MPG

This Vehicle Features:
•  1.6L GTDI EcoBoost®  Engine

•  6-Speed SelectShift®  Automatic Transmission
•  SecuriCode™  Keyless-Entry Keypad

•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio with 6-month Prepaid  
Subscription •  SYNC® with MyFord® Voice-

Activated Communications & Entertainm ent System 'y 
•  S ecurilock®  Passive Anti-Theft System

For 24 m onths lor 
# 1  I U  current A/Z plan

lessees '
PER MONTH $1,329 Cash Due

LEASE at Signing
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license lee s  extra._ _ _ _ _ _

E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  o f

f  19 c i ty /
27 highway 

MPG

This Vehicle F u tures:
•  3.5L Ti-VCT V-6 Engine

•  Reverse Sensing System
•  AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability C ontrolT 

•  SecuriCode™  Keyless Entry Keypad
•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio
•  Voice-Activated SYNC®1

2014 FLEX SEL FWD

For 24 m onths tor 
cu rren t A/Z plan

PER MONTH Jl.5 0 6  c a s h  Due 
LEASE a t Sl8mn2

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and  license  fees extra.

E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  o f

18 c i ty /
25 highw ay 

MPG
This Vehicle Features :
•  3.5L Ti-VCT V6 Engine

•  6-Speed SelectShift® Automatic Transmission 
with sh ifter button activation 

•  AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control®
•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio

•  Power Liftgate •  R ear View Camera 
•  SYNC® with MyFord Touch®1

2014 TAURUS SEL FWD

E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  o f

/ f  19 c i ty /
29  highw ay 

MPG
T h is V e h ic le  F e a tu re s :
•3 .5 L  Ti-VCT V-6 Engine

•  AdvanceTrac® with Electronic Stability Control
•  Dual-Zone Electronic Automatic Tem perature

Control •  P erim eter Anti-Theft Alarm 
•  SYNC® with MyFord® Voice-Activated 

Communications & Entertainm ent System1

For 24 m onths for 
T  curren t A/Z plan

lessees '
PER MONTH $1,084 Cash Due

LEASE 3,Sl9nln9
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license lee s  extra._ _ _ _ _ _

2014 EXPLORER XLT FWD
E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  o f 

JET 17 c i ty /
24  highw ay 

MPG

This Vehicle Features:
•  3.5L Ti-VCT V6 

•  SYNC® with MyFord Touch®
•  Rearview Camera

•  Leather-Trim med, Heated Front Bucket Seats
•  SYNC with MyFord®1 •  SiriusXM Satellite Radio

•  AdvanceTrac® with RSC®
•  Safety Canopy® System

>279
PER MONTH 

LEASE
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license lee s  extra.

For 24 m onths for 
cu rren t A/Z plan 

lessees ' 
$1,165 Cash Due 

a t  Signing

2013 F-150 SUPERCAB XLT 4X4

E P A -e s tim a te d  ra tin g  o f

i f  14 c i ty /
19 highway 

MPG
This Vehicle Features;

•  5.0LV8 Ti-VCT V-8 Engine
•  6-speed SelectShift®  Automatic Transmission 

•  AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control™
•  Reverse Sensing System
•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio
•  Sync®  with MyFord®1

• t r t T r t  For 24 m onths for 
"r w  §  « > l  cu rren t A/Z plan 

f  O  lessees '
PER MONTH $910 Cash Due s

LEASE e t Signing :
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license lee s  extra._ _ _ _ _ _

O f f e r s  e n d  J a n u a r y  2 n d !

S o u th e a s t  M ichigan Ford D ealers
thinkfordfirst.com

Go Further



also inside...
Homes • Wheels • Pets • Servii
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G A NN ETT COMPANY

By Robert Halt
Whether you’re about to 

start a new job search, or you’re 
a passive job seeker who likes 
to keep tabs on potential op­
portunities, a recruiter can be a 
valuable ally.

Recruiters can enhance 
your job search by helping you 
broaden your network, provid­
ing job leads you wouldn’t oth­
erwise hear about and offering 
background on prospective em­
ployers. In addition, recruiters 
are an excellent source of career 
guidance and information. They 
can offer interview tips, salary 
data, rdsumd advice and other 
suggestions to help you improve 
your marketability. And once 
an employer makes an offer, the 
recruiter becomes a valuable 
go-between in helping you and 
the prospective employer reach 
a mutually satisfying agreement.

But getting noticed by a 
recruiter for the right reasons 
is key. Regardless of the type 
of relationship you’re looking 
to forge with a recruiter, here 
are some guidelines that will 
earn you a place on a recruiter's

Work with a specialist
A specialized recruitment 

company boasts more industry- 
specific opportunities and con­
tacts than a generalist company. 
As a result, a  specialist company 
is more likely to excel at-helping 
you accurately assess your mar­
ketability and identify openings 
that are a good match for your 
skills and preferences.

Trust the recruiter.
The time to thoroughly vet 

your recruiter is before you 
engage with him. Take your 
time screening potential recruit­
ers, checking out their reputa­
tion and talking through any 
questions or concerns you might 
have about how you’ll work 
together.

Once you agree to let 
someone act as your advocate, 
step back and trust the person 
to do so without undue second-

How to get 
noticed 
by
recruiters

guessing. Remember that re­
cruiters have a  vested interest in 
ensuring an all-around good fit, 
so have faith in their ability and 
desire to help you find the right 
situation and reach a satisfying 
agreement.

Honesty is always the 
b est policy.

Recruiters are busy and 
appreciate candor. If  you’re un­
likely to consider a  job change, 
say so. Don’t string the 
along just to hear 
what’s going on in the 
job market.

On the other 
hand, if you’re ac­
tively working with a 
recruiter, make sure 
the person has all the 
necessary informa­
tion to represent you 
properly. This includes 
being honest about 
what you’re looking

for in a new job and your salary 
expectations.

Also, if you’re trying to set 
up a job interview on your own 
through your contacts, mention 
this. It would be embarrassing 
for the recruiter to recommend 
you for a job- that you're already 
pursuing.

Be helpful.
If a recruiter unexpectedly 

contacts you about an opportu­
nity that you’re not interested

in, consider whether you know 
someone else who might be. 
Recruiters love to be referred 
to good prospects, and the fact 
that they can say, "Joe Smith 
said I should get in touch with 
you" helps break down barriers 
to new candidates. Furthermore, 
you never know when something 
could change with your employ­
ment situation. By being polite 
and helpful, you’ll be in a posi­
tion to enlist the recruiter’s help, 
should you need it in the future.

Spare them 
the extras.
Recruiters appreci­

ate job seekers who are 
respectful of their time 
and needs. They know 
exactly what they're 
looking for in candidates 
and how to assess a pos­
sible fit with a  role, so let 
them ask questions and 
answer them concisely.

They don’t need to hear your life 
history.

In addition, don't tell them to 
check out your professional net­
working profiles, instead of offer­
ing a formal rdsumd. And don’t try 
to friend them on more social-ori­
ented sites such as Facebook. They 
need to learn about your skills and 
accomplishments, not your favorite 
bands or movies.

Stay engaged.
Keep in mind that finding 

the right position doesn’t always 
happen right away. That’s why 
it’s essential you remain an active 
participant in your job search.

Back up the recruiter’s efforts 
by reviewing notifications of new 
openings from the recruitment 
firm. You might see a  position that 
interests you that your recruiter 
has not yet considered. By staying 
informed about the job market 
and checking in regularly with 
your recruiter, you’ll demonstrate 
that you’re committed to working 
together to reach a good outcome.

Although staying in touch is 
important, especially returning 
emails and phone calls promptly 
don’t call or email the individual 
every day. There's a difference 
between being proactive and being

Recruiters love an 
easy sell, and who 
can blame them?

Candidates who do all the right 
things make the recruiter's job 
much easier. By observing some of 
these fundamental rules of interac­
tion, you’re more likely to land at 
the top of a  recruiter’s dream list.

Robert H alf International 
is the world’s first and largest 
specialized staffing firm with a 
global network o f more than 400 
staffing and consulting locations 
worldwide. For more information 
about our professional services, 
visit wivw.roberthaf.com. For 
additional career advice, view our 
career bloopers video series at 
wivwxoberthalf.com/bloopers or 
follow us on Twitter at wwwjwitter.

O b s e r v e r  & E c c e n tr ic  M e d ia
The O bserver and  Eccentric is looking for 
an Auto A ccount E xecutive to  cover the  
suburban  Detroit area. This position will work 
out of the Sterling Heights, Ml location.
This position is responsible for all sa les 
and  related activities to  advertisers within 
an  assigned  geographic  territory. Will 
mainly b e  servicing au to  businesses 
with the opportunity to  sell into the 
O bserver & Eccentric publications and 
DMP products. Primary responsibility is 
m anaging the territory to  achieve sales 
quo tas and  developing new au to  business. 
The Auto A ccount Executive will develop 
strategies, m ake presen tations to  new and 
existing advertisers a n d  b e  responsive 
to  custom er n eeds. S ales orders, reports 
and docum entation are prepared for 
m anagem ent's review.
An A ssociate’s  d eg ree  a nd  tw o y ears of 
sa les  experience and/or equivalent. Auto 
sales experience a plus. B achelor’s  degree 
preferred. Professional com munication, 
presentation and  organizational skills 
are required. Must be  highly motivated, 
analytical, detail-oriented and able to  work 
under deadline pressure. Proficiency using 
a  personal com puter is required. U se of 
personal vehicle, valid driver’s  license, s ta te  
m andated auto insurance and  good  driving 
record are required.
G annett is an equal opportunity employer 
and is com m itted to  a  policy of equal 
em ploym ent opportunity for all persons. 
O bserver & Eccentric Media, a  G annett 
company, specializes in com m unity-based 
information on a variety o f platform s -  print, 
web, mobile and  video. Local is w hat w e do 
best. Com e join our team!
To apply; Email your resum e to  Frank Cibor 

a t fcibor@hometownlife.com 
or apply on Careerbuilder.com and  look for 

O&E Media Auto Executive position.

O&E Media’s 
CLASSIFIEDS 
800-579-SELL 800 -579 -7355

RECYCLE
THIS

MEWSPAPEP

O O P

Work for the 
BEST BOSS
in th e  world...

YOU!

O bseryt.r &  E ccentric 
—     - - M E D I A

Hom e delivery  route opportunities 
a re  currently  av a ila b le .

Do you like running  your ow n business 
and  being your ow n boss?

Can you u se  some extra cash  to pay  oil bills? 
Need some extra cash  lor school?

Do you have a  car?  The Detroit Media 
Partnership and O&E M edia have 

openings lor Independent contractors in 
W estern W ayne and  Oakland counties.

Please call 248.926.2201 
for more information and 

route availability.

TRUCK ORIYER-MECMANIC-

tcpll928®st>Cfllc*Jl.MI

ATTENOAMTS ^

Help Wanted-General

Jot)Q[wn0300aol.coni E

Schoolcraft Campus
The University of Toledo 

Job 19033

Headmaster lor Schoolcraft

networtong Thlsposi- 

ro i'^ K O ^ S m -

NVH ENG INEER

nhr_poslttonsphp?ld„46

OFFICE
CLEANING

m m
CORPORATE CLEANINC

REA L ESTATE 
SA L E S 

O PPORTU NITY

REALTOR 
Real Estate One

KeaftMjrethsabiiny/

RELIGIOUS FORMATION

Sahnna Queen. Religious

looking tor oulgrang. cor

DIRECT CARE WORKERS

eteomSrSD-SOMv5'

LINE COOK
Assisted Uvlng Community 

EXPnOCEDUNE COOK

Book Early lor Christmas. Co Parties S Weddings Contact

I t’S all 
about 

results...

Gel the
BEST

results here!

O&E Media 
Classifieds
800-579-7355



Homchnd

Manufactured Homes

C /)

HotneRncler

59 9  MOVES
YOU IN!’

'0  SECURITY
DEPOSIT!’

• 3 Bedroom / 2 Both!
• Over 1,400 Sq. Ft.! 
•AUApplionces
' 'tiding Wosher/ 
Dryer & AtC!

. .8-3061

734*721*6699 EHO

W ESTLAND
Hickory
W oods
A p ts .

N EW LY
UPDATED
1 Bdrm-S575

2 Bdrms-S675
• Pool 

Fitness Center

dows. tdtchen S carpel. So

Mohlle Home denials

lease from only

*999*.,™
• 3 Bedroom / 2 Both! 
•Over 1.400 Sq.FI.I 
•AUApplionces 
Including Wosher/

1800-579-SELLili]

BAnnrs carpemtry

(2461 478-6559

Home Improvement

(888) 448-3061 j Paint Decorating Paper j

PAINTING BY ROBERT
•Ert • Plaster/Drywall̂ Repair

Rooms For Rent j

IVONIA: Furrvshed. kitchen  ̂

epOTl 3̂13-885-3766

Rooting

Leaks, Repairs, Flashings
Valleys. 30 YrsErp. Ucrtns. Member BBB. 248-346-4321

NORTHVILLE or PIVMOU1H DOWNTOWN . 1st week nilh 
tun deposil Furnished sleeping 
SOWwWy. Securtly deposit. 

734-355-6453

••.RECYCLE THIS 
WilF NEWSPAPER

FREE FREE FREE

m$99* moves you In! 
HOMES STARTING AS LOW AS 5999/MONTH!
3 BEDROOM. /PATH alt atpltincas induano
4 BFDROflM 2 BATH 
imneŝ aisoavaiabie
mjnnmese homes

“S S 011
WWW.4NORTHVIllE.COM

South Lyon Schoolsl

REOFORD AREA ^

Need (oRenl Thai House or Aparlmenl?

f e
Place an ad with 

Observer 8 Eccentric Media.
and Have l iiem ed  

In no lime!

800-57M355
C hristm as

( W ver&E

W E S T L A N D

8 00-579-7355

BRAND NEW 
HOMES IN CANTON

Beautiful 3 Bed/2 Baths Homes 
with All Appliances 

S ta r t in g  a t S 6 2 9  
Call us today! 

( 8 8 8 )  2 7 2 - 3 0 9 9
Academy/Westpoint 

42021 Old Michigan Ave. • Canton

es with all appliances |j 
iduding Washer/Dryer and dishwasher! I

  >me with A/C! *
ncludeShedfot 
torage space!

ajJuQID

looking to Buy 
fl Neu/ Cor? 

N eed to sell the 
old one first?

>11-578-7355

Need lo Rem 
Thai House or 

Apartmeni?

800-579-7355

IT’S ALL 
ABOUT 

RESULTS!
Every week, we bring 

buyers & sellers, 
employers & employees,1 
and landlords & tenants
0/le MeOla Classifieds to

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

tSPMortgage

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 

Accurate Mortgage Solutions

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp.

Co-op Senrices Credit Union 

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 

Filth Third Bank 

Gold Star Mortgage 

Gold Star Mortgage 

Group One Mortgage

(734) 459-0782 

(734) 673-200B 

(877) 234-0600 

(248) 740-2323 

(734)466-6113 

(313) 565-3100 

(800) 792-8830 

(888) 293-3477 

(888) 293-3477

Above Intormation available as ol 12/13/13 and t 

$200,000 loan with 20% down 8 credit score ol;

calculation 8 most current rates available Friday 

t= l All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders

© 2013 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

A new home and 
all your gifts paid 
for the
holidays! Enjoy a 

$ 5 0 0  
VISA gift 
card from

A j R <
H O M ESALES

H o m es from  
$11,900 to  

$74,900
Call Ray m Plymouth a t 

7 3 4 .4 1 4 .9 7 6 0

*  HI IL , W A C , c e r t a in  r e s t r ic t io n s  a p p ly . 
S e le c t  A J R  H o m e s .  S e e  h o u s in g  c o n s u l ta n t  
Lor d e ta i ls .  P l e a s e  b r in g  a d  a lo n g  o n  v i s i t  to  

r e c e iv e  o lTer. M u s t  c lo s e  b y  1 -3 -1 4 . www.ajrhomesales.com

WESTCATE TOWER 
is now accepting 

applications!
W e s ig a te  T o w e r  h a s  b e a u t i f u ll y  O R  
re n o v ated  o n e -b ed ro o m  a p ar tm en ts 
available  fo r a pp lican ts w h o  are 62 W  
years o f  ag e  o r  over! O n e  sm all pe t is 
a llow ed w ith restric tions. W e  a lso  offer 
group  transporta tion to  local shopping.
V isit u s to d ay  to  ge t y o u r app lication  in 
o n  o u r w aiting  list —  w e  look forward 
to  m eeting  you  soon!

Reirtlsbase<lon30%ofyoii I
W estgate Tower

7 3 4 -7 2 9 -2 9 0 0
34567 Elmwood 

Westland, Ml 48185

^ i: 88 •!!
< Y o u r  W e e k ly  G u id e  T o  A p a r t m e n t  L i v i n g  ",

■ / M i l l l h M i B "
Looking to  Upgrade? 

DIAMOND Bigger is Better! 
F O R E S T

*/ -HUL

• Full Size W asher &  Dryer
• P e t Friendly
• C a rp o rt Inc luded
• 24  H our Fitness C e n te r

2 3 1 4 0  H a l s te d  
( 2 4 8 )  4 7 1 - 4 8 4 8  

x  d ia m o n d fo re s t-a p a r tm e n ts .c o m

P

P

P
' ' r

you h i t  th e  Su/lseye...iyoyne T o w e r • 
is th e  Place fo r  YOU. y S j f 

WAYNE TOWER APARTMENTS
3 5 2 0 0  S im s, W ayne, MI 

NOW LEASING -  IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

■ m c l
|  We p a y  M o v in g  C ost o f  $ 5 0 0
I £) Leasing call: b.

7 3 4 - 7 2 1 - 0 6 6 0

Call Today For A G rea t  Rate.
1 - 800 - 579-7355

TTY: 866-656-9626 
TDD: 800-649-3777

• Section 8 apartments fur the ddtily and disubled
• 1 bedroom available, 1 studio available in tan.

• Apdkant must be eithef at least 62 years rfage or disaMec 
• Emergency Medical Call System

• Rentindudes HeaL Water andtrash Removal

T h o m p s o n  T o w e r  
A p a r t m e n t s

Affordable Housing for 
Seniors 62. or disabled 

1 & 2 bedroom apartm II I Idd 
Immediate Occupancy 
Income Based Rent.
Our features include:
•Spacious floor plans 

• Laundry Rooms • Community Room 
• Resident Activities 

For more detaila, call
(313) 565-3022 

(800) 567-5857 TDD
Hours: Monday-FYiday 8-5; Saturday 9-1 

Or visit us at: 27727 Michigan Ave, Inkster 
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY



MONTt CARLO SS 2003
o. au, Iratoei. My «i$|

NORTH BROS.

inspected sio.two
NORTH BROS.

ECYCLE
THIS

NEWSPAPER

JEANNOTTE
Buick • CMC

Happy
Holiday

S ale
OBEHVtK&EcCEfnUC

NORTH BROS
2007 i'om  1C 

Grand Prix
Dark Gray, M ust See

s7 ,9 9 5
Sportp«g

Only $7938
DEALER NORTH BROS

2007 Buick 
Lucerne

Gray, M ust See

M 0 ,9 9 5
NORTH BROS

2006 Buick 
Lucerne
Silver, Clean

$9 ,9 9 5
2003 Saab 

9-5 DR
R uns & L ooks G reat

i  : s3 ,9 9 5

2003 BUICK 
Regal

Ok Blue. G reat Car

’5 ,9 9 5

2006 Chevy 
Im pala LTZ

s9 ,9 9 5

2008 Mazda 6
Red

$8 ,9 9 5

2005 Jag u a r
X Type, Black, 

M ust See!

2007 Toyota 
RAV4

R ed, 4x4, M ust S ee

$1 1 ,9 9 5

Tue, W & F

NORTH BROS

NORTH BROS

PLYMOUTH
7 3 4 -4 5 3 -2 5 0 0CHEW TRAVERSE ILT 2010

DEALER

ftD.V ERiljl SIN GI fl'EEDUWTf
EX ECU iTilU E

Observer & Eccentric Media specializes in comm unity-based information on a  variety of 
platforms -  print, w eb, mobile and  video. O&E Media publishes 13 individually edited 
n ew spapers, a  website and m ore than 75 special sections and  specialty  products annually. 
The staff Includes more than 4 0  journalists, 2 5  advertising account executives and o ther key 
support personnel in circulation and production. O&E Media - Because local matters. Come 
join our team .
Observer and  Eccentric Media is looking for an Account Executive for the  South Lyon, Ml 
Territory. This position will work out of the  South Lyon, Ml location.
RESPONSIBILITIES: This position is responsible for all sa les and related activities to 
advertisers within an assigned geographic territory. Will mainly be servicing businesses with 
the  opportunity to sell into the  Hometown Weeklies, Observer & Eccentric publications and 
DMP products. Primary responsibility is managing the  territory to achieve sa les quotas and 
developing new  business. The Account Executive will develop strategies, m ake presentations 
to  new and existing advertisers and b e  responsive to  custom er needs. Sales orders, reports 
and documentation are prepared for m anagem ent's  review.
REQUIREMENTS: An Associate’s  degree and  tw o years of sa les experience and/or equivalent. 
Bachelor's degree preferred. Professional communication, presentation and  organizational 
skills a re  required. Must b e  highly motivated, analytical, detail-oriented and able to  w ork under 
deadline pressure. Proficiency using a  personal com puter is required. Use of personal vehicle, 
valid driver’s  license, s ta te  m andated auto insurance and good driving record are  required. 
Our Company
Gannett is a  media and  m arketing solutions company with a  diverse portfolio of broadcast, 
digital, mobile and publishing companies.
Gannett provides consum ers easy access to  the  things that m atter m ost to them  -  any way 
and anywhere.
Gannett's portfolio of trusted brands helps business custom ers connect with these highly 
engaged audiences through its industry-leading marketing se rvices, customized solutions and 
national-to-local-to-personal reach.
The com pany's 8 2  U.S. daily new spapers, including USA TODAY, reach 11.6 million readers 
every weekday and 12 million readers every Sunday, providing important new s and information 
from their custom ers' neighborhoods and around the globe. USA TODAY, the  nation 's No. 1 
new spaper in print circulation, and  USATODAY.eom reach a  combined 6.6  million readers daily. 
The Broadcasting Division's 23 TV stations reach 21 million households, covering 18.2 percent 
of the  U.S. population. Through its Captivate subsidiary, the  Broadcasting Division delivers 
news, information and  advertising to  a  highly desirable audience demographic on 9 ,500 video 
screens located in elevators of office towers and  select hotel lobbies in 25 major cities across 
North America.
Newsquest is one of the  U.K.'s leading regional community news providers and its digital 
portfolio of new spaper and  online-only brands attracts nearly 7 .5  million unique use rs each 
month. It h a s a  portfolio of 17 daily paid-for new spapers and more than 200 weekly newspapers, 
m agazines and  trade publications. Newsquest ow ns a  successful online publisher called s i , 
which is a  leading recruitment site in Scotland Gannett is an  equal opportunity employer and  is 
committed to a  policy of equal employment opportunity for all persons.
Email resum es to: lvemon@ gannett.com. Attn: Sales Please specify the territory you are 
interested In on the  subject line of your email. EEOC

O b s k r v k r  &  E c c e n t r i c  
I V 1 K 1 M A .

Challenging fu n  f o r  ALL ages

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS 36 — Adams

1 Stay near the

5 Breeze 
through 

8 Trippet
11 Candle
12 Riled up
13 Genetic strand
14 Dismantle 

a  tent
15 Of little 

consequence

cheese
18 Geological 

beds
20 Citrus coolers
22 Mare's tidbit
23 Ticket givers
27 Bird of prey
29 Large yellow 

fruit
30 Dr. J , to some
33 Says without 

thinking
34 In the thick ■ '
35 House 

component

A n s w e r  t o  P r e v io u s  P u z z le

42 Lofty goals
45 — de cologne
46 Ninjas’ leaders
49 Swat
51 Traipse about
52 Fleck
53 Buenos —, 

Argentina
54 Dead heat
55 Almost grads
56 Canasta play

DOWN

1 Decreased in 
intensity

2 Crunchy snack
3 Ruby or 

Sandra
4 Joule fractions
5 Acela Express 

offerer
6 Jeweler's 

weight

M G  M 3 A N B R I
A T O M

T Q N T 0 * B  O W  E R ! S «
B R A  [N i l  ETRl ID  A M P
S E R F * R  V S | ( S P U R
P L A y M e Y E l ■  a g e

Fortune" buy

| i"i. •• 11 i

11 Marching-band 
member

16 Cleans house
19 Hauls off
21 Lively party
24 Boathouse 

implement
25 Enlistee (abbr.)
26 Stockholm 

carrier
28 Mo. with no 

holidays
29 Day — paint
30 Pickle
31 Ms. Thurman
32 Gehrig or 

Rawls
33 Mixing need
35 Cooks

in embers
37 Pedro's 

honorific
39 Diver’s  find
40 Went fast
41 Hearty laughs
43 Debacles
44 Enjoyed 

the pool
46 Bilko's rank
47 "Bali —"
48 Keats opus
50 Scurry along

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKLA
9 6 2

8 5 9
7 6 8

9
8 4

2 3 7 9
6

1 2 7
1 4

Like p u z z le s?  
T h e n  you 'll love  
su d o k u . T h is  
m ind -b en d in g  
p u z z le  will h a v e  
you  h o o k e d  from  
th e  m o m e n t you 
s q u a re  off, s o  
sh a rp e n  you r 
pencil a n d  p u t 
y o u r su d o k u  
s a v v y  to  th e  te s t!

Level: Intermediate 
H e r e ’s  H o w  It W o rk s :
S u d o k u  p u z z le s  a re  fo rm a tte d  a s  a  9x9  grid , b ro k en  dow n into nine 
3 x 3  b o x e s . To so lv e  a  su d o k u , th e  n u m b e rs  1 th ro u g h  9  m u s t fill e a c h  
row, c o lum n  a n d  box . E a c h  n u m b e r  c a n  a p p e a r  on ly  o n c e  in e a c h  row, 
co lu m n  a n d  box . You c a n  figure  o u t th e  o rd e r  in w hich  th e  n u m b e rs  will 
a p p e a r  by  u s in g  th e  n um eric  c lu e s  a lre a d y  prov ided  in th e  b o x e s . T h e  
m o re  n u m b e rs  you  n a m e , th e  e a s ie r  it g e ts  to  so lv e  th e  puzzle !

AUTOM OTIVE W O R D  SEARCH
T D R O T O H U B D K H H R O A D S S  

P D I C A L I P E R A B H L C O ^ F Y G  
O I T E V I R C N S T L A C O A S A K N  
W S D F S T
E T V I  T E R V C G
R R B Y R C V Y

E E W B R R
I S Y E E E L V E O K

E L S T T T D V E A F L S S
W B Y M A I C R I R R M R A E Y R T A R
G U C G N K
N T 0 D W P E U I

0 I  L S S
R R H R N I P U E
E H P F C T

K P C R Y I H V  
N S T N U I S A N A  
I A O A K S P E G G  
N T L G N C U G S D

R A H S S F L A
E Y S S E E P R H I H
T 0 S E N S

H K H L E H N S
R P F X T T I N G S T A H

S F S P E C I F I C A T I O N S L C L S

ALTERNATOR HE 
AUTOMOTIVE MODULATOR
BALLBEARING MOTOR
BRAKES PISTON
CALIPER POWER
CAR PROPORTIONAL
CYLINDER REVERSE
DIRECTIONS RINGS
DISTRIBUTOR RIVET
FANBELT ROADS
FITTINGS SENSOR
HOSES SIGNAL
HYDRAULIC SPECIFICATIONS 
LANES SPEED
LEAKS STEERING
LIGHTS VALVES
MANUFACTURER WINDSHIELD
MAP WIPERS

A I  E G H G N D L E I  H S

A N 0 E R T A L U D 0 H

N I  W S A 
H 0 I  U A

C R H R N H H A N U F A C T U R E R R V

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE



LINCOLN

2014 LINCOLN MKZ|

« ^ $226'
Vin #3LER 806329 i F S

_ _ _ _ _  2014 LINCOLN MKsf

Vin #1LEG601294 A'

2014 LINCOLN MKS ECOBOOST#

d h $389
Pe, Mont, S29M0^ , PHaT_

Vin #1LEG604169

2014 LINCOLN MKT F

® ^ s47g
^ ^ ^ ^ 2 0 1 4  LINCOLN N A N /I ^ ^ ^

Vin ^5LEEL00292

2 1 5 3 1  MICHIGAN AVE. 
DEARBORN

1 Mile West ot Southfield Ffeeway

www.demmerLM .com

SALES
M on. & T hurs- 9  am -®  pm  

T ues ., W ed ., Fri. 9  a m - 6  p m
M o n d a y -F rid ay

J A C K

LINCOLN

1- 800-306-8674

L o ca l new s.W E PAY|rop|
> ILLAR
For Clean
IUSED|
m m
AVIS FORD

P i c t u r e ;[248) 355-7500

m s
NORTH BROS

955^67-9860

You don’t  have to fish for it. 
It’s right here, from the front 

to the back of your Observer & 
Eccentric Media newspapers

Tappy Birthday
Norton!

You’ll love what you find 
in today ’s C lassifieds

miss
>.you, I love

Totally Local Coverage!you and I
always will

O bserver &  E ccentric 
M E D IA

to subscribe, call: 8 6 6 -8 8 /-2737

O bserver &  E ccentric  
M ED IA

C/MVs / I  U S  7/it-1  
G U fD E

Find yo u r  p e r fe c t tree b y  visiting 
one o f  these fine  businesses!

www.hometownhfe.com

8 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5
W ould  y o u  like to  b e  a  p a r t or tm s  

gu ide , c o n ta c t u s  at: 
O b server  & E ccen tr ic  M edia  

1 - 0 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 3

L ook ing  to  
0 N IT’S  ALL 

ABOUT 
RESULTS!

W A N T  T O  
C L E A N  

O U T  Y O U R  
H O U S E ?Get me

BEST
results here!

O D E N  P INTometownlitacom

Dot your own Spte-culs 
Visit our 150 year old bam for gifts, wreaths, hot chocolate and mote! 

Wagonrides'Vi9itwilhSantafrom10amto4pm* N e e d  to  se ll  
th e  o ld  o n e  

first?O&E Media
dssiitefis!

You can rely 
on O&E Media.

deliver results. 
saasTiTsss800'579'7355 BOO 579 73SS


