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Ford Road/l-275 fix on the horizon
Staff Writer

Who needs the federal gov­
ernment?

A fte r four failed tries at a 
federal TIGER grant to help 
fix  the Ford Road/I-275 in­
terchange, Canton Township 
officials are finally getting the 
help they’ve been seeking to 
f ix  what is one o f the most 
congested and dangerous road­
ways in the state.

Using money put aside in 
the 2013-14 state transportation 
budget for infrastructure re­
pairs, the Michigan Depart­
ment of Transportation has 
approved an allocation o f some 
$5 m illion fo r improvements to 
Lotz Road. The project w ill 
pave and extend Lotz to allow 
tra ffic  back to Ford Road from 
Cherry H ill and also give driv ­
ers a better way to go south on

Cherry H ill.
That’s a precursor to a $2.8 

m illion project that would 
improve Ford Road between 
1-275 and Haggerty, making 
necessary improvements to 
the road and the interchanges 
themselves.

The Lotz project is expected 
to be announced later this 
week. No start date has been 
announced fo r the project, 
though township officia ls are 
hopeful it  would start shortly 
after the beginning o f the new

Canton, said the money comes 
from a $115 m illion appropria­
tion in the 2013-14 budget set 
aside fo r new infrastructure 
projects, particularly those 
focused on safety and econom­
ic development.

"This project knows it out of 
the park on both counts,”  Col-

its way for the congested Ford Road/I-275

beck said Friday. “ I t  started 
w ith realizing the federal gov­
ernment wasn't going to be 
coming to our assistance. I ’ve 
always stressed safety and 
economic development, and 
these are the projects I ’ve

been pushing.”
Canton Township Supervi­

sor Phil LaJoy, who has been

See 1-275 FIX, Page A

COLD TEMPS, 
WARM HEARTS

SflRMY

Canton residents Sapphire Jackson (left) and Morgan Phillips, both members of the Key Club at Stark­
weather Academy at Fiegel, braved brutal temperatures Wednesday to ring the Red Kettle bells in 
front of the downtown Plymouth Starbucks. That's not all the key club is doing. For the story, please 
turn to Page A8.

Canton cracks down 
on false alarms

Canton has streamlined the 
way it recoups taxpayer mon­
ey officia ls say is wasted when 
police officers and firefighters 
respond to repeat incidents 
involving false alarms.

"Hopefully w e'll have busi­
nesses move toward getting 
their alarm systems fixed,” 
Deputy Fire Chief Chris 
Stoecklein said.

Canton’s longstanding pol­
icy has centered on issuing 
citations to repeat violators 
who then appear in 35th Dis­
tr ic t Court, which keeps a 
chunk o f any fines.

Starting Dec. 19, Canton has 
amended its ordinance to allow 
the township to assess and 
collect false-alarm fines on its 
own rather than involving the 
court, Township Attorney Kris­
tin  Kolb said.

“ Now we can automatically 
assess a fine,”  she said, allow­
ing Canton to keep all the reve­
nues and help to partially o ff­
set costs when public safety

officers respond to repeat 
violators.

Unpaid fines could be col­
lected as delinquent real prop­
erty taxes after one year of 
nonpayment.

Officials have said false 
alarms can stem from  faulty 
equipment, employees who fa il 
to properly set alarms, power 
outages and other issues. Re­
gardless, officia ls say, Canton 
has a cost.

The focus is on businesses -  
and a much smaller number of 
residences -  that refuse to take 
steps to fix  alarm systems 
after police officers or fire ­
fighters have made repeated 
runs fo r burglaries, fires and 
other incidents that simply 
didn't happen.

lb  be fair, offenders would 
get two free passes fo r false 
alarms. They would be fined 
$100 fo r a th ird offense, $200 
fo r a fourth and $300 each fo r 
subsequent incidents, Kolb 
said.

Canton police had respon-

See ALARMS, Page A3

Cherry Hill

Cherry Hill Road gets 
facelift in schools plan

With two new schools bring­
ing some 1,600 students and at 
least 14 new bus routes to an 
already congested Cherry 
Hill-Canton Center corridor, 
everyone involved fe lt in­
creased tra ffic  was going to be 
the biggest problem.

But officials from Canton 
Tbwnship, Wayne County, Ply- 
mouth-Canton Community 
Schools and the new charter 
school believe they’ve solved

Officials from all o f those 
parties have signed an agree­
ment that w ill bring improve­
ments to Cherry H ill between 
Canton Center and Beck and 
add two tra ffic  lights officials 
hope w ill help ease the flow  of 
tra ffic  caused by construction 
o f the two schools.

PCCS is building a new mid­
dle school just west o f Canton 
Center on Cherry H ill to open 
in September 2015, and Nation­
al Heritage Academies is 
building a new high school just 
west o f the PCCS site. The 
charter school is set to open in 
August 2014.

“ TVaffic... was the most 
important issue,”  Canton

The new middle school 
being built by Plymouth- 
Canton Schools will be 
located just west of Canton 
Center Rd. on Cherry Hill 
Rd., behind Rose's 
restaurant.

Tbwnship Municipal Services 
Director Tim Faas said. “ We 
know two schools, both of 
about 800 student population, 
plus sta ff and support, is going 
to generate a lot o f traffic . It's 
on a corridor that already has a 
congestion problem because it 
only has two lanes.”

Tb accommodate the two 
schools, Cherry H ill w ill be 
widened by one fu ll lane from

See FACELIFT, Page A3
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Bode’s owner hanging up his apron
By M att Jachman

In  an era of increased 
franchising, dining 
trends that change every 
few months and restau­
rants that come and go, 
Bode’s Corned Beef 
House has been a con­
stant in Plymouth for 
decades.

But major change is 
coming: Owner Richard 
Meacham is stepping 
away from the g rill Sun­
day after 42 years.

Meacham and wife 
Pam are selling Bode's to 
a Canton Township chi­
ropractor, and plan to use 
their newfound free time 
to travel, relax and slow 
down a b it -  things Rich­
ard’s 75- to 110-hour 
weeks often kept them 
from.

" I  want to do i t  while 
I ’m young enough to 
enjoy things," said Mea­
cham during a break at 
Bode’s on Thursday. “The

running joke is ... I ’m 
going to fa ll over back 
there and they’re just 
going to kick me under 
the grill.”

Meacham, who lives 
w ith his wife in Salem 
Tbwnship, started work­
ing at Bode's as a busboy 
on June 27,1971-h e  re­
members the exact date -  
at age 17. He was promot­
ed to the kitchen w ithin 
days, worked at the diner 
during his senior year at 
Salem High School 
through the school’s co­
op program, and by age 
20 or 21 was running the 
place fo r owner Larry 
Gaffka. He bought it 
from  Gaffka in 1979 and 
later changed the name 
from  Bode’s Coffee Shop 
to Bode’s Corned Beef 
House.

Lifelong ro u tin e
He loved the work, 

even though as a teen­
ager he wanted to own a 
grocery store.

“ I t ’s my thing,”  Mea­
cham said. “ I t ’s always 
been my thing.”

“ He could flip  an egg 
in his sleep,”  said Pam 
Meacham, who is not on 
the payroll but helps out 
w ith office work, er­
rands, serving coffee 
and, in a pinch, wait- 
ressing.

Meacham said reg­
ulars make up 80 percent 
of his customers, and that 
people who’ve been pa­
tronizing Bode’s longer 
than he’s worked there 
still drop in. At the same 
time, he said, he’s seen 
regulars pass away, 
events that got him think­
ing that maybe he should 
slow down.

He likes the inter­
action, the banter, with 
the regulars.

“ I ’ve seen three and 
four generations o f the 
same families,”  he said. 
"That’s pretty neat.... I 
like that."

That’s one o f the
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GfVE THE GIFT OF BUDDY'S!
Visit shop.budclyspizza.com 

for the perfect g ift ! 
e u d d y 's  T-Shirts, Coasters, 
Dressing, Fosters & more!

.Warren 586-574-9200 .Livonia  734-261-3550

.Auburn Hills 248-276-9040 .Dearborn 313-562-5900

.Bloomfield 248-645-0300 .Royal Oak 248-549-8000
NEW! .Shelby Township 45841 Hayes Rd. 586-566-1233

Join our EmanciuBatwww.bucMysplzza.com I f i

; $3.'oo o ffT  $2.oo o f f !  $1.00 o f f  ; ; io % o ff;
8 Square Pizza | Fami  ̂Sized Salad j 4 Square Pizza | P v^g te rray0’

The Village Theater a t Cherry Hill Celebrating 10 Years!

12 -15  Spotlight on Youth Studio Show - A Wonderful, Worldful of Christmas - 2pm, 7pm 

19-22 Central City Dance Christmas Spectacular - Various Times 

28 Aaron Radatz Holiday Magic Show - 7pm

31 Star Tributes from Las Vegas - Matt King as Elvis with Live Orchestra - 4pm, 7pm

11 TLC Productions - StageLab24: Several One-Act Plays (Studio) -  8pm

17 Detroit Symphony Orchestra - Mozart and Bach - 8pm

18 Partnership for the Arts - Simply Diamond - 2pm

20 Canton Celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - 5:30pm

23-26 Forever After Productions - Shrek the Musical Various - Various Times

24-25 Spotlight Players - Murder Mystery Studio Dinner Theater - Death at Dinner - 6:30pm 

31 Spotlight Players - 1 Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change - 8pm

1 -9 Spotlight Players - / Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change - 2pm, 8pm 

12 PCCS Showcase: Field Elementary Talent Show - 7pm

14 Star Tributes from Las Vegas Valentine's Day - 7pm

15 Michigan Philharmonic - Fabulous Fifties - 7:30pm
21 -22 Spotlight Players - Murder Mystery Studio Dinner Theater - Death at Dinner -  6:30pm, 8pm

22 Estella Chambers Live!!! An Affair to Remember!

< § > '
' V i l l a g e  T h e a t e r
» ^A T  CHERRY H IL L

The Village Theater at Cherry Hill 
50400 Cherry Hill Road • Canton, Ml 48187 

(734)394-5300

Be there 
when the curtain 

rises during the Village 
Theater's 10th Season. 

Get your tickets today at 
www. canton villagetheater. org.

Bode’s Corned Beef House owner Rick Meacham has been slinging hash for more than 40 
years. Sunday is his last day; he and wife Pam are selling the business and plan to fire up 
their RV for some travel, bill bbesler | staff photographer

E n j o y  G r e a t  F a m i l y  E n t e r t a i n m e n t

things, he added, that'll 
make leaving d ifficu lt. 
“ It's going to be tough,” 
he said.

Bode's roots
Bode’s dates from 

1959; Larry Gaffka had a 
partner whom he later 
bought out. There was 
brie fly another Bode’s on 
Penniman in downtown 
Plymouth, but it burned 
down in a 1964 fire, the 
Meachams said.

The diner’s name 
comes from  The Bode 
Hotel, which was opened 
in 1868 by E. Gottleib 
Bode in a house on the 
site. The building has 
also been a boarding 
house, a church and a 
clothing store, the Mea­
chams said. The restau- 

has been expanded 
and portions of it  remod­
eled a few times.

The soon-to-be new 
owner -  Pam Meacham 
said she’s not sure the 
woman wants to go pub­
lic  jus t yet -  reportedly 
doesn’t plan many 
changes.

“ I t ’s still going to be 
Bode’s Corned Beef 
House,”  she said. “ It 
would be silly  not to.”

'E x c itin g ... scary'
“ I  just love working 

here,”  said waitress Shar­
on Moss, who started at

Bode’s in 1986 and has 
done a couple of tours, 
even returning after 
coming back to the area 
after a move out of state. 
The Meachams are like 
family, she said, and she 
looks forward to seeing 
regular customers.

Moss plans to stay on 
under the new owner-

“ The restaurant’s 
going to change a little  
b i t ... so that’s exciting. 
I t ’s also scary,”  she said.

Richard Meacham 
mused that part o f Bode’s 
appeal is that things 
there haven’t  changed 
much, though Plymouth 
has changed around it.”

“This used to be a 
good old boys town way 
back when, and now it ’s 
yuppieville," he said. 
Factory workers made 
up a large part of the 
clientele years ago, and 
lunchtime was a huge 
rush, but as factories 
closed, Bode’s got fewer 
and fewer customers 
from  them.

Other change hasn’t 
been a stranger to Bode’s, 
either: the menu, Mea­
cham said, has at least 
doubled since he started, 
the decor has been al­
tered (there was a red, 
white and blue theme for 
the Bicentennial in 1976) 
a no-smoking policy was

adopted (before state law 
mandated one) and meal 
specials fo r which Bode’s 
is known were added.

Special trad itio n
Early on, Meacham 

served corned beef and 
cabbage, a traditional 
Irish dish, on St. Patrick’s 
Day, which that year fe ll 
on a Tuesday. I t  proved 
popular, he said, and has 
been the Diesday special 
ever since. The diner 
sells between 800 and 900 
pounds o f corned beef on 
a typical Tuesday, Mea­
cham said. The Friday 
fish special is also pop­
ular.

Meacham has seen 
changes in the restaurant 
business, too: chains and 
trendy restaurants have 
largely replaced mom- 
and pop operations, 
things are more “ cut­
throat” now, and profit 
margins slimmer than in 
the comparatively laid- 
back 1970s.

“ Now everybody is 
undercutting everybody 
so much, the pro fit mar­
gin is so small, that 
you’ve just just got to 
w ork your buns o ff to 
make any money,”  he

mjachman@hometownlife.coi
313-222-2405
Twitter @mattjachman



1-275 FIX
Continued from Page A1

be more excited. We’re 
fina lly getting to where 
we wanted to be. I t ’s just 
great.”

The other project -  
w ith a cost o f $2.8 m il­
lion -  would be to do the 
engineering and the 
design work that still 
needs to be done fo r the 
future boulevard pro­
ject MDOT chose for

Ford Road. LaJoy said 
these initial projects are 
in tune with the bou­
levard project, and that 
township officials antic­
ipate MDOT moving 
forward w ith that plan.

LaJoy also said it 
would include lane im ­
provements up to Hag­
gerty in the initial 
phase, and would clean 
up the 275-Ford Road

“ I t ’s been such a long 
e ffort in doing this," 
LaJoy said. “ I t ’l l  be

great for the communi­
ty. It ’ l l  be a great start to 
the Ford Road issue 
we’ve been dealing with 
for such a long time.”  

Colbeck called fund­
ing o f the projects “ a 
total team effort." He 
credited LaJoy w ith "a 
lot o f hard work," and 
said Sens. John Pappa- 
george, Tom Casperson 
(who chairs the Senate 
TVansportation Commit­
tee) and M ike Kowall 
“ were a huge help."

ALARMS
Continued from Page A1

ded to 1,061 false alarms 
during a 10-month peri­
od this year. Stoecklein 
said firefighters have 
responded to 39 false 
alarms this year.

Officials said those 
runs involve costs asso­
ciated w ith employees, 
vehicle usage and fuel.

Canton examined 
policies sim ilar to those

adopted in other com­
munities and sought to 
lock in on an average of 
fines, Kolb said.

In a sweeping deci­
sion, the Canton Tbwn- 
ship Board o f Trustees 
has adopted the ordi­
nance amendment and 
agreed the fines would 
go into an treasurer’s 
department account for 
false-alarm fees, help­
ing to partially recover 
expenses.

Sometimes police 
officers respond on

their own, sometimes 
i t ’s firefighters -  or it  
can be both.

“ I t  depends on what 
type o f alarm i t is,”  
Stoecklein said. "Some­
times i t ’s a fire  alarm, 
sometimes i t ’s a bur­
glary.”

The township board 
adopted the revised 
ordinance Hiesday night 
on a second reading, 
making it effective Dec. 
19.

dclem@hometownlife.com

FACELIFT
Continued from Page A1

Beck to Canton Center, 
Faas said. Intersection 
improvements w ill be 
made on Cherry H ill at 
both Beck and Canton 
Center.

T raffic  signals w ill be 
installed at Country Club 
Lane (across from  the 
charter school entrance) 
and at the entrance to the 
new middle school. The 
light at Country Club 
Lane w ill be active all the 
time, while the light at 
the middle school en­
trance w ill be activated 
fo r peak school hours, 
then revert to a flashing 
light.

The cost o f the project 
w ill be split between 
Wayne County, the char­
ter school and PCCS. 
Wayne County officials 
were able to move up a 
project to improve Cher­
ry  H ill that was expected 
for 2018, fo r which 80 
percent of the funding 
w ill come from federal 
money.

NHA and PCCS w ill 
split the rest o f the cost. 
Ku rt Tyszkiewicz, PCCS 
executive director of 
student services, said it 
would cost the district 
some $450,000. Canton 
Township w ill front the 
cost, and NHA and PCCS 
w ill reimburse the town­
ship.

Faas said the plan 
calls fo r the project to be 
designed in 2014, with 
construction to begin in 
early 2015 so i t can be 
completed by July 2015. 
The charter school w ill 
open in 2014, but is ex­
pected to have fewer 
than 200 students at that 
point.

Canton Tbwnship Su­
pervisor Phil LaJoy said 

I safety of the students 
and the other drivers on 

I Cherry H ill was para­
mount in everyone’s 

I th inking. He said Wayne 
County officia ls, includ­
ing Commissioner Shan­
non Price, R-Canton, 
were "very helpful”  in 
pulling the plan together.

“We just knew we had 
to get i t  right, fo r the 
kids and fo r the other

people who have to drive 
the roads,”  LaJoy said. “ I 
think we came up w ith a 
pretty good solution.”

The Canton Township 
Board of TVustees Tlies- 
day voted 6-0 (TVustee 
Tom Yack was absent) to 
approve the special land 
use fo r PCCS to build the 
new middle school, which 
w ill replace Central M id­
dle School in downtown 
Plymouth, which w ill be 
shuttered fo llowing the 
2014-15 school year.

While the site-plan 
process wasn’t  necessary 
-  the state superinten­
dent o f schools has final 
approval fo r the site plan 
and issues the construc­
tion permits fo r public 
schools -  Faas said going 
through the process any­
way was a good thing for 
the district.

“ I t  basically gives 
them a chance to have 
two public hearings -  at 
the Planning Commission 
and the board -  and gives 
us an opportunity to de­
termine i f  the facilities 
are adequate fo r what 
they proposed.”

SET YOUR
N E W  YEAR'S
R ESO LU TIO N  
IN  M O T IO N .
We Can Help.

W e o f fe r  classes In:
Aquatics Pilates 
Yoga Aerobics 
Fencing and More!
Tennis Sign up  fo r  an
Tai Chi Exercise Class to d a y !

P l l p ]  Continuing Education S c h o o lc r a f t
S Professional Development W jy  College

~ Continuing Education and Professional Development | www.schoolcraft.edu/cepd | 734.462.4448

f  JOIN US ON FACEB00K@ www.facebook.com/sclioolcraftcepd

,atest l lw u js  toe trrovMe

Full Assistance w ith  
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Hom e-like Setting

fo r Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents

Highly Competitive Inclusive Rotes
24 Hour Professional Staffing 
Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
Medication Management 
Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
Beauty & Barber Shop 
Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187

led between Joy & Warren Roads)
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C U S T O M E R  A P P R E C IA T IO N
at The Showroom o f Elegance, now through December 24th

'W
S H O W R O O M  O F

m r,i,m,i , mi,.'

The best gifts under your tree are from 
The Showroom of Elegance!

Receive $25 in Showroom of Elegance Holiday Appreciation Dollars for 

any purchase of $300 or more now through December 24th.

6018 N. Canton Center Rd. 
Canton, Michigan 48187

Ph: (734)207-1906 
www. showroomofelegance. com

N o cash value, valid November 1st through December 24th.

Holiday Appreciation DoUars redeemable December 27th, 28th and 31st only, excludes 

Pandora and loose stones. Limit of $ 150 in Holiday Appreciation Dollars per customer.



Independent an c/ Assisted Living

AA  Independence 
> 2 .  Village

The Secret for a

cW o r /y  S f i ' e e -  W in te r * /

A t Independence Village o f P lym outh, our residents live life 
their way, in an affordable bu t luxurious setting. All-inclusive 
pricing m eans tha t o u r guests can experience all o f our 
am enities w ith  no surprise costs.

•  One and Two bedroom  apartm ent hom es

•  H om e Health Care Services 
available on-site

•  Exquisite C hef prepared meals

•  24 hour professional and 
caring staff

•  Housekeeping and linen services 

. •  Chauffeured transportation

•  Exciting daily activities

•  Beautiful setting w ith  walking paths

Call to  learn m ore o r s to p  by fo r a  tour. W e're h appy to  
answ er your questions and give you a g lim pse inside our 
com m unity. We ju s t kno w  you 'll love it.

R a te  Lock fo r L ife  fo r H a rb o r’s  S tud ios* 

Independence Village o f Plymouth
14707 Northville Road, Plymouth, Ml I www.SeniorVillages.com
South of 5 Mile Road 73 4-45 3-2 600

and cor*4 fa bf ScrtxYBoff

Sarah Kight, a Canton Township teen, returned to Prestige Eyewear recently to drop off 
more than 80 pairs of used eyeglasses she collected in the Plymouth-Canton area for the 
Garden City Lions Club. Last year, she made a similar donation. Joining Kight is Garden 
City Lions Club president Hank Cable (left) and Mike Fearon, owner of Prestige Eyewear 
(right).

Canton teen collects used 
eyeglasses for Lions Club

A Canton Township 
teen has been quietly 
working behind the scene 
to again collect eyeglass­
es donations fo r the Gar­
den City Lions Club.

Sarah Kight, a senior 
at Canton High School, 
initiated a community 
service project o f col­
lecting used glasses last 
year. She donated 83 
pairs to M ike Fearon, an 
optician and owner of 
Prestige Eyewear on 
Ford in Garden City, who, 
in turn, gave them to the 
Garden City Lions Club.

Kight recently made a 
return tr ip  to Prestige 
Eyewear, this time with 
more than 80 pairs of 
used and unwanted eye­
glasses.

" I  to ld my family and 
friends during the sum­
mer that I  wanted to 
collect them again,” 
K ight said. “ I  really en­
joyed it last year.”

This year, Kight went 
a step further and visited 
optical stores in the Ply­
mouth-Canton communi­
ty  and asked i f  they had 
glasses that could be

Fearon was surprised 
when Kight dropped off 
another cache o f glasses.

“ I  hadn’t  even known 
that she was s till col­
lecting,”  Fearon said.

Kight and her family 
have been customers at 
Prestige Eyewear for 
about nine years.

“I  always came into 
Prestige Eyewear and 
other places and saw a 
little  white box that said 
Lions Club on it," Kight 
said last year. “Whenever 
I  looked into it, there 
never were that many 
glasses that were actu­
ally donated.”

Kight lives in  the Sun­
flower subdivision at 
Canton Center and Han­
ford. Last year, she 
talked to people at her 
clubhouse, who allowed

her to set out a collection 
box fo r two weeks. She 
also sent out emails.

The Lions Club sends 
the glasses to a company 
in California, which gives 
the club credit for them, 
according to Hank Cable, 
club president Most 
glasses are given to th ird 
world countries where 
people have no glasses.

The company gives 
the club credit for the 
number o f glasses turned 
in and sends the club a 
check twice a year. Typi­
cally, the Lions Club 
receives a check for 
about $90-$100 every six 
months. The club uses 
that money to help chil­
dren in the c ity who can’t 
afford glasses.

The club also services 
seniors as well and helps 
the hearing impaired and 
collects hearing aids.

sbuck@hometownlife.com
313-222-2249
Twitter: @SueSbuck

Don t! Miss n  
Happy Holiday 

<S>ounds!
Nearly Invisible Wliracle-Ear® Hearing Aids 
Feature Superior Digital Micro-Technology

• Hear the  righ t sounds, not #1
  | HEARING AIDevery sound b ra n d

• Reduces annoying
, . Hurry, Specia l O ffe r E nds Soon

background noise and 
whistling

• M ore natural sounding

• Custom ized hearing 
solution, precise ly  
program m ed to  you ''^M iracle Ear

• Fit to  ensure m axim um  
com fo rt

•  30-Day M oney-Back  
Guarantee*

C a l l  T o d a y  t o  

S c h e d u l e  Y o u r  

FREE Hearing Test**

W RC|90.9FldtRESENTS , * 4 ^ * '

D E T R O I T  S Y M P H O N V  O R C H E S T R A

. v i i u s M ^ i c . v j r i r i . U N M l i O N

4 GREAT CONCERTS RIGHT IN YOUR 
OWN BACKYARD, JUST $100!

DSO in Dearborn
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W-W revamps website, adds 
app to communications arsenal

The Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools is 
adding a new tool to its 
list o f ways to communi­
cate with students, staff, 
parents and community 
members.

Later this month, 
residents w ill be able to 
download a mobile app 
fo r smart phones to ac­
cess the district's news, 
school calendars, lunch 
menus, contact informa­
tion and more. The free 
app w ill be available in 
the Android Play store 
and the iPhone App 
store.

“ I t ’s very exciting 
what the Wayne-West- 
land app w ill be able to 
do,”  Deputy Superinten­
dent Paul Salah said. “ It 
provides another access 
fo r our families to our 
calendars and informa- 
tion also w ill be available 
fo r each individual 
school.”

The mobile app is yet 
another piece o f technol­
ogy the district is using 
to communicate with 
residents. I t  continues to 
m ail its Connections 
newsletter to 42,000 
homes in the district and 
uses e-blasts and robo- 
calls to get the word out 
to parents.

M ak in g  connections
According to Salah, 

the volume o f informa­
tion sent electronically 
is rapidly increasing. 
This year, the district 
has sent out 410 total 
e-blasts via email to 
508,366 recipients, com­
pared to 226 total e- 
blasts sent to 158,983 
recipients in 2012. This 
year, 1,720 total robocalls

have been made to 
475,469 recipients, com­
pared to the 801 robo­
calls that reached 
244,816 recipients in 
2012.

He added that it  is 
projected that by 2020, 
“ most people w ill access 
the Internet via a mobile 
device.”

The district also is 
utilizing social media 
sites like YouHibe and 
TVvitter to post videos 
and tweets. Every up­
date posted to the dis­
tr ic t website’s Latest 
News Section automat­
ically updates its Dis­
tr ic t News RSS Feed and 
is tweeted on its Twitter 
account at wwcsd.net. 
Board meetings, Curri­
culum Comer episodes, 
commercials for cable 
and graduation ceremon­
ies are among the videos 
posted in its Youlbbe 
channel.

“ There's no shortage 
o f ways to communi­
cate," Salah said. "The 
d istrict now has multiple 
venues fo r residents to 
gain access to informa­
tion."

Salah announced the 
new app as part o f a 
presentation on the dis­
tr ic t ’s revamped web­
site, which went live 
Ihesday. The work was 
done by the communica­
tions and technology 
departments to update 
the district’s communi­
cations strategy, he said. 
The new website site 
contains all aspects of 
the form er site, howev­
er, pull-down menus 
have been switched to a 
horizontal format so that 
the entire menu can be 
viewed on one screen.

Salah praised the 
work done by the dis­

trict's communications 
and technology depart­
ments.

"We know that clear 
and concise communica­
tion is utmost to success 
in a school district,”  he 
said. “ When we were 
accredited in 2012, the 
evaluators praised our 
communication efforts 
and said that the only 
other thing we could do 
is send up smoke signals. 
I took that as a compli­
ment.”

N o Facebook page
One social media the 

d istrict w ill not be using 
to get the word out to 
residents w ill be Face- 
book. When asked about 
it  by school board Secre­
tary John Goci, Salah 
cited the labor-intensive 
nature o f maintaining a 
Facebook page.

“ I t  takes a lot o f man­
power to operate a Face­
book page, it's a real 
challenge to manage it in 
real time,”  he said.
"What we have found is 
that districts that started 
Facebook pages have 
removed them because 
i t ’s more than a 40-hour 
a week task to maintain."

Parent Michelle Sam­
ple reminded school 
officials that years ago a 
“ certain board member 
asked to have videos 
posted on You'IXibe and 
was harshly knocked 
down.”

“Now you’re all fo r it, 
now you’re on Youlbbe," 
she said. “ I  love it. I t  
keeps us in the loop, but 
you do need to look at all 
social media. I ’m on 
Facebook, not IW itter.”

smason@hometonnlife.com
313-222-6751
Twitter. @SusanMarieMason
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program
By Darrell Clem

A Canton-based thera­
peutic recreation pro­
gram serving thousands 
of disabled people across 
western Wayne County 
has been spared fo r two 
more years after o ffi­
cials staved o ff fears of 
funding cuts.

“ I t ’s a very much- 
needed service that 
we’re looking forward to 
fu lf illing ," Canton Lei­
sure Services Director 
Debbie Bilbrey-Honso- 
wetz said.

Canton has secured 
$75,000 a year to help 
offset costs by working 
w ith the Wayne County 
Commission, despite 
earlier worries funding 
could be slashed amid 
county budget woes.

“ I t ’s a very important 
program," said Commis­

sioner Shannon Price, 
who led the charge to 
rescue it from  the coun­
ty  budget ax.

The therapeutic rec­
reation program offers 
aquatics classes, exer­
cise programs, summer 
camps, dances and other 
activities, many of them 
housed at Canton’s Sum­
m it on the Park.

Jon LaFever, Canton 
Leisure Services recrea­
tion and facilities su­
pervisor, said the pro­
gram serves disabled 
people ages 8 and up 
from  Canton and 10 oth­
er communities includ­
ing Livonia, Plymouth, 
Westland, Northville, 
Northville Township, 
Wayne and Dearborn.

Canton’s program is 
growing as services 
have been shifted here 
from communities such 
as Westland.

LaFever said the pro­
gram served 2,754 peo­
ple who attended 4,581 
programs or events 
during 2012. He said it  
provides an outlet for 
independence and social 
skills fo r disabled people 
from families, group 
homes and other places.

The latest agreement 
between Canton and 
Wayne County provides 
money for employee 
wages, transportation, 
contracted services, 
programs and activity 
supplies.

“ I t ’s a very effective 
program,”  Canton Trea­
surer Melissa McLaugh­
lin  said. " I t ’s just a little 
b it o f money and 11 d if­
ferent communities take 
advantage o f it.”

dclem@hometownlife.com
313-222-2238
Twitter: @CantonObserver
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Wayne-Westland hires AD, three administrators

The Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools 
didn't have to go fa r to 
find two o f three new 
school administrators 
whose appointments 
were approved by the 
school board at its meet­
ing last week. They were 
already working fo r the 
district.

Receiving board ap­
proval were Kevin Weber 
o f Westland as principal 
and Kesha Reeves of 
Southfield as assistant 
principal, both o f Wayne 
Memorial H igh School, 
and Kim berly Cieszynski 
o f Plymouth as assistant 
principal at John Glenn 
High School.

Weber has been with 
the district since 2004, 
working as a special 
education teacher until 
20U when he became an 
assistant principal at 
Wayne Memorial. He had 
been serving as the act­
ing principal since Valer­
ie O rr resigned to be­
come principal of Mon­
roe High School.

Weber has a bachelor 
o f science degree from 
Western Michigan Uni­
versity where he ma­
jored in emotionally 
impaired/communica­
tions and a master of 
science degree in educa­
tional leadership from 
Concordia University.

“ He has been acting 
principal since Septem­
ber and has done a fine 
job,”  said School Superin­
tendent Greg Baracy in 
recommending Weber 
fo r the position. "He is 
more than qualified for 
the job and has a proven 
track record."

" I t  was an odd tw ist of 
fate that had me move 
here,”  Weber to ld the 
board. " I ’ve had 10 tough 
years serving the Wayne- 
Westland community and 
look forward to many

An 'o p p ortu n ity '
Cieszynski also comes 

from the Wayne-West­
land ranks, working in 
special education in the 
d istrict since 2003. She 
also worked as a sub­
stitute teacher in the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools, a 
child advocate with First 
Step and a program as­
sistant with the Beacon 
Day Treatment Center. 
She also completed a 
general education in­
ternship w ith the Ply- 
mouth-Canton Communi­
ty  Schools and a special 
education internship with 
Beacon before joining 
the Wayne-Westland 
district.

She has a bachelor of 
arts degree in psycholo­
gy from Michigan State

University, a master of 
arts degree in working 
with the emotionally 
impaired from Eastern 
Michigan University. She 
plans to complete work 
on an educational spe­
cialist degree in special 
education administration 
from EMU in June 2016.

“ I  want to thank the 
board and Dr. Baracy and 
the John Glenn admini­
stration and my special 
education colleagues for 
their support,”  Cieszyn­
ski said. "You’ve support­
ed my dreams, thank you 
fo r the opportunity.”

Reeves comes to the 
school district from  the 
West Side Academy in 
Detroit where she was an 
assistant principal and 
athletic coordinator. She 
worked for the Ford 
Motor Co. Bartech and 
Carlson Marketing 
Group before becoming 
an integrated science 
teacher at West Side and 
Detroit C ity High School.

She has a bachelor of 
science degree in second­
ary education and a mas­
ter’s degree in education­
al leadership, both from
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Wayne State University 
and an educational spe­
cialist degree in curricu­
lum and instruction from 
the University o f M ichi­
gan.

N ew  AD
The school board also 

approved two other ap­
pointments. John Young 
o f Pinckney has been 
named athletic director 
at John Glenn High 
School and Matthew 
Connolly o f Royal Oak 
has been named field 
supervisor o f mainte­
nance and operations.

Young takes over for 
Greg Ambrose who has 
been serving as athletic 
director fo r Wayne Me­
morial and Glenn for 
three years. Ambrose 
w ill return to Wayne as 
become the full-time AD.

“ He comes to us w ith a 
vast array o f experi­
ence,”  Baracy said. He 
has an extensive player 
and coaching back­
ground.”

Young was an assis­
tant baseball coach at the 
University of Michigan, 
the associate head base­
ball coach and assistant 
marketing director at 
Bradley University, as­
sistant baseball coach at 
Michigan State Univer­

sity and an athletic su­
pervisor/director with 
the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools.

He has a bachelor of 
science degree in phys­
ical education and social 
studies from  U-M where 
he was a four-year varsi­
ty  letter winner, and a 
master o f education de­
gree in education, also 
from U-M.

'G ets jo b  done'
Connolly has been 

with the school district 
since 1988, working as a 
substitute custodian in 
maintenance and opera­
tions and a custodian at 
Monroe, Schweitzer and 
Hicks Elementaries and 
Stevenson Middle School.

He has a bachelor of 
arts degree in history . 
from  the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn.

“ I ’ve known Matthew 
a long time. He’s an out­
standing person and a 
great worker,”  board 
President Carol Middel 
said. “ He’s always there 
to make sure the job gets 
done.”

Connolly thanked 
Tony Spina, executive 
director o f maintenance 
and operations, Hicks 
Principal Andrew Ros- 
inski and the office staff.
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Michigan-made holiday gifts boost 
economy, warm local hearts

Bob Benefiel o f Ply­
mouth Township was out 
shopping on a recent 
Tbesday evening fo r a 
g ift fo r wife Lynn’s birth­
day. He came to the Art 
Is In  Market at Livonia’s 
Laurel Park Place.

“Just something 
unique, something made 
by an individual, not 
mass produced, some­
thing that reflects M ichi­
gan or Detroit,”  said 
Benefiel, a retired law­
yer. As he looked at art­
ists’ wares, Benefiel 
noted he had a brother-in- 
law, father to 12, who 
delivered Faygo pop.

Benefiel’s attitude is 
music to the ears of Deb 
La Pratt o f Walled Lake, 
owner o f the A rt Is In 
Markets w ith  locations in 
TWelve Oaks in Novi and 
the newest at Partridge 
Creek in Clinton Town­
ship, as well as Laurel 
Park Place.

“ I  think it's great for 
the economy, it ’s great 
fo r Michigan,”  La Pratt 
said of the growing pop­
ula rity  o f made in M ichi­
gan gifts. She eschews 
high-end box stores fo r 
shopping.

“ I  always say it ’s 
touched by the artist’s 
hands,”  said La Pratt, an 
artist who uses old found 
objects, focusing on De­
tro it, fo r such works as 
ceramic tiles and mantel 
covers.

A walk through the 
Laurel Park Place store 
reveals pencil drawings 
o f scenes from  Livonia, 
Plymouth, Northville and 
elsewhere. There are 
such items as metal gar­
den a rt pieces, organic 
spices, women’s clothing, 
jewelry and pottery. 
Monte Nagler, a Far­
mington H ills  photog­
rapher, has his work 
displayed fo r sale.

There are also books 
by Michigan authors.

'A rtis ts  and  ta le n t'
"We have such a range 

o f artists and talent," she 
said. “ I love helping 
young artists out.”  She’s 
done this work some 35 
years.

A  neighbor who 
worked fo r Laurel Park 
Place got La Pratt in 
there some eight years 
ago. "She’s so proud o f 
me,”  the business owner 
said. “ I t ’s all because of 
one person believing in

be a November-Decem- 
ber holiday market. “ The 
customers kept saying, 
‘No, you can’t  close,” ’ she 
recalled. “ I t  has just 
blown up which I ’m  so 
excited about.”

There are some 4045 
artists at Laurel Park 
Place’s A rt Is  In  Market, 
and about 65 each at 
Twelve Oaks and Par­
tridge Creek. " I look at it  
as a win-win situation for 
everybody,”  she said of 
the buy Michigan trend.

" I  th ink we’re on a 
huge buy Michigan, buy 
local push,” La Pratt 
added. “ I  think i t ’s great. 
We’re keeping it  in our 
own country.”

Lisa Diggs o f Livonia’s 
also a big advocate of 
Michigan-made gifts. 
Diggs heads up the Buy 
Michigan Now campaign, 
which includes the Au­
gust festival in down­
town Northville, set for 
Aug. 1-3,2014.

H er effort started the 
day before Thanksgiving 
in 2007 w ith an emphasis 
on Michigan shopping. 
“We could really make an 
impact on our economy," 
Diggs said. “ I t ’s been 
very successful.”

The Northville festi­
val has grown, and there 
are 7,400 people commit­
ted on the website Buy 
MichiganNow.com to 
Michigan shopping. She 
has some 5,000 busi­
nesses on board o f many 
types.

"That’s growing all the 
time. I t ’s been great,"

rf®
a i l  M-o B rss..’- b

Her subjects include these florals, as well as commissioned Art Is In Market stocks way more than a truck load of Michigan-made products, 
pet portraits, photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

Deb La Pratt's ceramic work 
uses common objects like 
this Farmington Hills 
manhole cover.

Diggs said. This time of 
year, she helps smaller 
businesses with local TV 
appearances highlighting 
gifts.

She has a holiday g ift 
guide in November-De- 
cember, currently avail­
able online, focusing on 
Michigan gifts with 
about 100 and links to 
their websites fo r other 
g ift ideas. A  grocery 
guide is available 
through the website year- 
round.

Diggs cites Ke lly ’s 
Karamels in TVoy as 
having a great product. 
Poof-Slinky makes soft 
toy balls in Plymouth, 
and Walled Lake’s Am er­
ican PlaStic Tbys produc­
es beach toys to kitchen

Diggs agreed local 
artists have much to 
offer. “ A  lot o f times, i t ’s 
a one o f a kind item,”  she 
said. “We've got a great 
blossoming a rt communi­
ty and they deserve our 
support.”

Diggs cited the A rt Is 
In  Markets, as well as the 
Yellow Door A r t Market 
in Berkley and Rust Belt 
Market in Femdale for 
artists’ g ifts made in 
Michigan.

Food’s local, to o
Stella Delap, owner of 

Basket Kreations in 
downtown Plymouth, 
said at least 80 percent of 
foodstuffs in her store 
are Michigan products. 
She finds many custom­
ers eager to buy M ichi­
gan gifts.

"Once they see all of 
it, that really gets them 
excited,”  said Canton 
resident Delap, whose 
24-year business began 
in Canton and moved to 
Plymouth in 1999. "They 
like it  very much.”

She carries work by 
local artists, including 
Pewabic Pottery. "They 
love the idea that we do 
represent a lot of local 
artists,” Delap said.

Basket Kreations 
carries recycled license 
plate artwork, including 
a Michigan cutout o f a 
Florida plate ideal for 
snowbirds. The store also 
carries mittens recycled 
from sweaters.

Basket Kreations 
carries books on the 
Daisy A ir R ifle Co., 
based in Plymouth until 
its 1958 departure for 
Arkansas. “We just really 
love our made in M ichi­
gan items," Delap said. 
“ I t  really does help our 
state. I ’m very pro-Mich­
igan."
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Plymouth Christian partners with Detroit Rescue Mission
Each year during the 

Christmas season, Ply­
mouth Christian Acad­
emy students and staff 
look fo r ways to give 
back and serve others.

The effort, according 
to school officials, al­
ternates between service 
projects that reach 
around the world by 
fillin g  shoe boxes for 
Operation Christmas 
Child and those that 
serve the community at 
home.

This year, PCA part­
nered w ith the Detroit 
Rescue Mission M in istry 
to serve those closer to 
home. Students and staff 
collected close to 1,000 
cans of food, each 
wrapped w ith dollar bills, 
fo r donation to the mis­
sion.

The DRMM was 
founded in 1909 and since 
then, PCA officials said, 
the mission has “ helped 
to rebuild thousands of 
lives that were destroyed 
by addiction, homeless­
ness, and poverty. They 
have accomplished this 
mission by sharing the 
love o f Jesus Christ and 
giving the most hopeless 
citizens o f Detroit the 
chance fo r hope and a

According to the 
DRMM website, "In  De­
tro it, there are over
18,000 homeless people in 
need o f shelter on any 
given night. Detroit Res­
cue Mission M inistries is 
providing 600 o f them 
emergency, transitional, 
and permanent housing 
each night.”  Each day the

The Plymouth Christian Academy Student Council carried the filled boxes to the DRMM vehicle.

mission serves more than 
1,400 men, women, and 
children.

PCA has worked with 
the mission many times

in the past during the 
school’s Christmas ser­
vice projects and during 
the annual school Ser-

past spring, PCA stu- this ministry,
dents and staff helped to To learn more about 
build urban garden boxes the DRMM, visit http:// 
fo r the DRMM, another drmm.org.

vathon in the spring. This initia tive being taken by

Starkweather Academy students donate to charity

A year ago, Stark­
weather Academy at 
Fiegel English professor 
Regina Wilburn started a 
community service club 
at the school to encour­
age students to get in­
volved w ith charitable 
activities.

A year later, while 
waiting fo r approval as 
an officia l Key Club 
component of the Ply­
mouth Kiwanis Club, the 
students are continuing 
their push to help others.

Partnering w ith teach­
er Louis Haddad's “ No 
Shave November”  fund­
raiser, Key Club mem­
bers gave up their lunch 
hours to sell baked goods 
-  which they baked 
themselves -  to help 
raise money fo r the 
Westland office o f the 
Michigan Humane Soci­
ety.

kids to present the Hu­
mane Society Wednesday 
w ith a check fo r $450.

“The (Humane Soci­
ety) told us we saved six 
animals’ lives w ith that," 
W ilburn said. "That was 
really exciting."

The kids weren’t done. 
They also raised $200 to 
donate toys to the U.S. 
Marine Corps Toys fo r 
Tots effort. And on 
Wednesday afternoon, 
several Key Club mem­
bers braved brutally cold 
temperatures to ring 
bells for the Salvation 
Army’s Red Kettle cam­
paign.

Members o f the 
school’s D iversity Club 
are also raising money to 
send the school’s A fr i­
can-American students 
on a tour o f Historical 
Black Colleges and Uni­
versities.

The tour w ill take 
students to Tennessee, 
Alabama and Atlanta, Ga.

Starkweather student 
Sapphire Jackson of

Key Club advisor Regina Wilburn and Key Club members 
Brandon Bitner, Alexis Kurzyniec, Melissa Fisher, Morgan 
Phillips and Sapphire Jackson rang the Red Kettle bells Luke Haddad (Social Studies teacher), Regina Wilburn
Wednesday with Starkweather student Jordan Phetteplace (Stark Key Club advisor and English teacher), Nicole
and P-CEP student Nina Stroyan.

Canton, a member o f the 
Key Club who participat­
ed in the Humane Soci­
ety fundraiser, is  one of 
the students going on the 
tour.

“ I t ’s going to be the 
best experience of my 
life,”  Jackson said. “ I ’m

TEETH IN AN HOUR!
Call to  Schedule a

Denture

r \

Request Your FREE Guide on 
Teeth in  an Hour implants 

1-888-291-4341 Ext. 422 
734-927-9995 o“ S

s a v iu S

cb a n S \n S

so excited.”
Starkweather student 

Morgan Phillips said she 
was happy to take part in 
both the fundraising and 
the bell-ringing.

“ I ’ve never done it, 
and I  wanted to see what 
it  was like," said Phillips, 
a Canton resident. “ I  like 
to help people."

Wilburn said the Ply­
mouth Evening Kiwanis 
Club is sponsoring their 
bid to become an o fficia l

Senczyszyn (with Humane Society), Imani McGee 
(president of Key Club) and Key Club members Clarence 
Burton (Key Club member), Patti Begoske (Key Club 
member), Brandon Bitner (vice president) and Victoria Diab 
with the check donated by Starkweather.

Key Club. She said the 
students are excited 
about the involvement, 
and she hopes it can shed 
a positive light on Stark­
weather Academy at 
Fiegel, the Plymouth- 
Canton Community 
Schools' alternative high 
school.

“We just have a very

generous group o f kids at 
Starkweather,”  Wilburn 
said. “ I  think often Stark­
weather kids are mis­
judged. They’re really 
generous, charitable

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
313-222-8899
Twitter: Obkadrich

3 ra n d jW h e re
42126 FordRd. 
CantonA u s t K e.
! just west ot

Dental Implants

» Unnatural Plastic •  No Excess, Bulky Plastic!
• Gooey, Unsanitary Adhesive •  No More Goo, Ends Bad Breath!
• Weak Bite, Poor Chewing •  Strong Bite, Chew Everything!

• No More Gagging!
• Ends Accidents, Security Returns!
•  Beautiful Natural Smile!
•  Instantly Look Younger!

* Fake Smile 
» Makes You Look Old

BREATH? MESSY ADHESIVE? 1

P L Y M O U T H -C A N T O N  C O M M U N IT Y  S C H O O L S  
N O T IC E  T O  B ID D E R S

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites all 
interested and qualified companies to submit a proposal for Medical and Prescription 
Drug and Stoploss Carve Out Coverage. Specifications and bid forms are available 
by contacting Matt Duprey, Account Coordinator, Gallagher Benefit Services, Inc. at 
(248) 430-2789 or matthew_duprey@ajg.com. Technical questions should also be directed 
to Matt Duprey. Sealed proposals are due to the PCCS - E.J McClendon Educational 
Center located on 454 S. Harvey. Plymouth, MI on or before 11:00 a.m.,Tuesday, January 
7.2014. The Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they 
judge to be in the best interest of the school district.

Board of Education 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

Adrienne Davis, Secretary

m m a E m m  

Thursday 
December 26 
6:00 PM Kickoff 
Ford Field J iH
imiecaesarspizzabowl.com

T M lf tm ,  University ot 
j " ^  P ittsburgh

*  «  Panthers
ACC Conference

State University

Falcons

•  30 Years Training EMS Providers 
•  Nationally Accredited for Over 10 Years

Classes Start January 2014
Register by December 19, 2013

For info: 7 3 4 .4 7 7 .6 3 3 1  
Scholarships Available

Huron Valley Ambulance 
Center For EMS Education

TICKETS: CLUB LEVEL $60. LOWER LEVEL $43. END ZONE $30
Purchase tickets in person by visiting the Ford Field ticket office 

To order tickets by phone call 877-212-8898, 
visit littlecaesarspizzabowl.com/tickets or Fordfield.com.

TREAT YOURSELF TO AN EARLY HOLIDAY GIFT

■ ■ ■ I
E D U C A T I O N

V is it  o u r  w e b s ite :

hvaedu.org
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29501 Ann Arbor Trail 
Westland, Michigan 48185 
Between Merriman & Middlebelt 
Store Phone: 734-422-0160

S S lS D I i

Fresh M eats  • Fresh Produce • Fresh Seafood • Deli • Hot Food • Lotto • Fine W ine • Liquor • C heck Cashing

“ 1 4  Days o f Savings” Look fo r  O ur N ext Ad D ece m b er 2 9 th  I  Store Hours

ROM OUR FAMILY 
tO  YOURS

Fri & Sat: 9 am -10 pm 
Sun: 9 am - 9 pm

'iB p a ii '

Bone-ln 
Prime Rib
Per lb.

$ 0 9 9

i io p a ir

Chuck
Roast
Per lb.

$ 2 5 9

Ground
Chuck

Honey Glazed K ra k o s -!^ ® ^
Spiral Ham Polish Hani

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice

Irish Cream ill Irish Cream

Irish Cream
Grade ‘A  Fresh

Small Chicken

Mr. Boston
Per lb

Bundle o f the Month 
Breakfast Bundle

3 lbs...... New York Strip Steak
3 lbs...... Sausage Links

or Patties
3 lbs...... Bacon
3 Doz Eggs
16 oz Bag.... Hashbrowns 
Gallon.... Orange Juice

t

H o n evG lazed
Sm 'raM H am B

Kielbasa
Fresh. Polish or Holiday

Kielbasa

I I  $ Q 9 9■ *  Per lb. I  Per lb. I  Per

Whole BeefMuenster
CheeseH

Pie Shoppe
All Varieties Tenderloin

c n c c  u lb. Bag 
• n C C  Idaho Potatoes| Pre Order Now

Get Our Weekly Sales Flyer Online at www.yourvintagemarket.

. .  . :  c . .  . . . .  n  . .  •.. .  . . t vAtchm spn Ford has received the President’s Aw ard from Ford M otor ; \
C om pany, whicH is Ford's h ighest honor for custom er satisfaction. r .  ^

A W A R D

2 0 1 4  F O R D  E S C A P E  S E
USED CAR SPECIAL!

2 0 1 2  F o r d  F i e s t a  S E L

24 Month Lease 
Up to $2,000 in Rebates

GET MORE FOR YOUR TRADE IN !

: Plan Pricing 10,500 mitts par,



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Open m ic n ite
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 21,7 
p.m.
Location: The Joanne Winkel- 
man Hulce Center for the Arts, 
Plymouth Community Arts 
Council, 774 N. Sheldon in 
Plymouth.
Details: The Baseline Folk 
Society presents their festive 
"Total Open Mic" night. Artists 
can begin signing up at 6:15.
This month will be complete 
open-mic performers to perform

There’s no featured guests this 
month. Host for the evening is 
Kenny Lang, a Baseline favorite

40 years. Baseline Folk Society is

promoting and preserving the 
fine art of traditional accoustical 
folk music. Tickets are $5 at the 
door, including performers. 
Contact: Email the president 
Scott Ludwig, at BFSpresi- 
dent©aol.com.

H oliday in  
th e  Islands
DatefTime: Sunday. Dec. 15,2

Location: Canton Public library 
Details: The Canton Public 
Library hosts The Gratitude Steel 
Band presenting "A Holiday in 
the Islands" concert. Visitors will 
enjoy classics celebrating Christ­
mas, Hanukkah and Kwanza 
with what library officials call "a

welcome; admission is free. 
Contact Call 734-397-0999, ext. 
1078 for more information.

Living n a tiv ity
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 21, 
6-8 p.m.
Location: Lake Pointe Bible 
Church, 42150 Schoolcraft Road 
in Plymouth.
Details: Lake Pointe Bible 
Church hosts a living nativity

Contact: 734-420-0515

M edicare /M edicaid
counseling
Date/Time: Jan. 8,2014,1-3 p.m. 
Location: United Home Health 
Services,2200 N. Canton Center 
Road, Ste 250, Canton

'T /k v

OMMUNITY
INANCIAL

T i l t . ' " ! ' . ! - ' !  $ ( 3

Details: U
Services offers free individual 
counseling with a certified 
MMAP counselor. The counselor 
can help you: understand your

Medicare/Medicaid eligibility 
and the various plans, apply for 
Medicaid, research and enroll in 
Medicare Part D Drug Insurance, 
understand Medicare supple­

mental plans, find pharmaceu­
tical assistance programs, identi­
fy and report Medicare/Medicaid

Salem High School 
math teachers Mike 
Guinta (from left), 
Karen Alexander 
and Debbie Russ 
accept an $8,500 
check from Heather 
Robinson of 
Community Financial 
Credit Union. The 
credit union 
presented the check 
to purchase math 
supplies (graphing 
calculators, 
compass/protractor 
sets, individual dry 
erase boards with 
markers) at the 
Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park. 
COURTESY

Contact: United Home Heaftl 
Services at 734-981-8820 or vi: 
the MMAP website at 
www.mmapinc.org/pages/

^ fe S h o p & D in e
! W estland

An All AMERICAN City
w w w . c i t y o f w e s t l a n d . c o m

ESTL tJNU
T a k e  t h e  St r e s s  O u t  o f  t h is  H o l id a y  S e a s o n !
W estland  m akes i t  easy w ith  o ve r 1 0 0  re ta il sto res and ove r 6 0  

restaurants. W e have all th e  big nam es w ith o u t all th e  hassles. W ith  easy 

access fro m  1-275,1-96 o r 1-94, the re  is no reason to  g e t stuck in tra ffic .

FIND EVERYTHING YOU W ANT... AND EVERYTHING YOU NEED!



St. Dunstan’s provides free Christmas Day dinner

St. Dunstan Catholic 
Church w ill again offer 
its popular free Christ­
mas Day dinner fo r those 
who are alone on the 
holiday.

The Garden City 
church has made i t  a 
tradition. Judy Larry, a 
Realtor known affection­
ately as “ Judy 0,”  always 
te lls people to bring a 
hearty appetite, a joyfu l 
spirit and a voice ready 
to jo in in on a Christmas 
carols sing-along. People 
from  throughout the area 
who need a place to go on 
Christmas Day are treat­
ed like fam ily at the holi­
day dinner.

“ As always, we are in 
need o f volunteers to 
help at this event,”  Larry 
said.

She appreciates any­
body who can help out, 
make cookies or o ffe r a 
donation.

Larry, an organizer of 
the annual dinner, also 
wants fun to punctuate 
the occasion and guests 
to be treated royally. The 
doors open at 1 p.m. and 
the dinner w ill be served 
about 2 p.m. Reserva­
tions are preferred, but 
no one is turned away 
that day.

D edicated
Larry’s fam ily knows 

how dedicated she is to 
this effort. They also 
volunteer w ith her. She 
looks forward to the 
event, which she calls 
“ really, really nice.”

A fte r serving her own 
family a Christmas 
breakfast at home, her 
children and grandchil­
dren know that i f  they 
want to see more of 
Grandma Judy, they can 
follow her over to the 
church complex on Bel­
ton, south o f Ford, in 
Garden City. They ro ll up 
their sleeves and pitch in

All H eartw orm  
& Flea/Tick 
M edications 

Now  on Sale!

to serve the guests.
La rry ’s volunteers 

haven’t wavered through 
the years since Larry 
took over the task more 
than 10 years ago from 
volunteers John and 
M ary Surge.

D onations needed
People can make cash 

donations to help off-set 
the costs for the dinner, 
which is funded through 
St. Dunstan’s Christian 
Service Fund. That mon­
ey also feeds hundreds of 
people during the year 
through the church’s 
food pantry program.

The fu ll sit-down din­
ner includes turkey, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, 
salad, rolls, butter and an 
assortment o f desserts. 
Larry likes to have a lot 
o f baked goods on hand. 
People who want to do­
nate something can drop 
it o f f at the parish office.

For reservations, call 
Larry at 734-595-3049.

D r. A vtar M adahar D.V.M. i 
35345 C herry Hill Road
(Just E. of Wayne Road)
W estiand, M I 4 8 1 8 6  I

FREE!
COMPLETE 

PHYSICAL EXAMS
NM ralid wilh uiy other oflcfv With coupon. Gcplrc 2-1*11

r ’

jvACCINE PACKAGE-Do!
I  Wellness Exam • Distemper/Parvo Con

I Corona • Lepto • Bordetella • Fecal Te 
Heartworm Test • Rabies (1 Year)

| L  ̂ ^ t t ^ y ^  oljcrs Whh co^tnjopt^-h

i '* ! '  WayntM  ’ A n im a l  
^  Hospital

zszt
Full Service Veterinary Hospital

EZTHZZ^ZH^
Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals 
“ Quality Service at an Affordable Price” 

Nl-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5
a p p

i i FREE!

$ 6 7

j j  HEARTWORM TEST !
with purchase of 12 Month J

Heartworm Preventative

i r  " $ 35“  i
SH  VACCINE PACKAGE I
o i l  D ogs & C ats
M Wellness Exam • Fecal Test

Distemper Combo ■ Deworming

Westland Mall, 35000 warren Road 
Westland • 734-326-4266 

J ill Lezotte , Independent Sales 
Representative

A V O N
BRINGS YOU VALUE!

Eye M ake up  Rem over...99C each 
Bubb le Bath 24 OZ...$4.99 each 
Roll On D eodorants ...896 each 
Perfum ed Talc &  Skin S oftene rs ...3 /$5 .00 

I  Full Size M oisture Therapy 
I  H and C ream s...996 each 
- G l^ r^ iT e rs ticksB ro w B £ ^[L i|D ^ne rs ...$ 2 .9 9

Buy 1 Entree, get the 2nd
■ (o f equal o r  lesser value)

11/2 Off!

20/o0FF 734-895-7190 WESTLAND LOCK & KEY D0NTPAYHIGHDEALER
any purchase w ith  ad Program m able AUTO KEYS

For M ost M a jo r Brands
TRUSTED SINCE 1966 

35665 Ford Rd, Westland

7 3 4 -7 2 2 -1 8 5 0

34775 Warren Road | Westland 
East of Wayne Rd., Across from McDonalds

OFFi
1 A u to m a tic  Key 1 C 
1 P rogram m ingA NAME YOU CAN TRUST

W W W .W ESTLAN D LOC K AN D K EY.CO M

tie ?  y o u r K H n fe t- C lassic g e a r h e re !

IWI-FJ Programmable
Thermostat

Turn up /d o w n  l ie a t& A /C  

fro m  yo u r sm a rt phone, 

tab le t, o r  c o m p u te r

W M  y-xAA  amt

G l e o n e J i ,  c M e o i U v i e J i ,  M o ib te A .,  
A i n .  w i t h  J le M . A l l e n ^ i e b !

•  W h o le  House H um id ifie rs

• W h o le  H ouse A ir C leaners

• UV L ig h tT h a t K ills Fungus &  M old M
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

—  SHARON'S —
Heating & A ir Conditioning

734-425-1415

r

31776 C o w a n  R o a d  • W e s tla n d
Commercial & Residential • Woman Owned • In Business for 32 Years

35121 Warren Rd., Westland (Just west o f  Wayne Rd., across from Westland Mall) 
Open Monday-Saturday 10-8pm • Sunday 11 -6pm

A tte n t io n  C a re g iv e rs ...
We provide respite care for your loved ones... 

to help you during the busy holidays...

( 7 3 4 )  7 2 8 - 6 1 0 0

(31 3 ) 8 2 1 -3 5 2 5

(5 8 6 ) 75 5 -2 4 0 0  

(3 1 3 ) 2 9 1 -6 2 0 0  

(7 3 4 ) 28 7 -4 7 1 0  

(3 1 3 ) 8 7 4 -4 5 0 0m *



Enjoy a Worry Free Winter 
at Waltonwood

l  ionc are the daya when cold weather would keep you from  Retting out to visit friends o r to  the store. 
N o more worries about snow removal o r slipping on the way to the mailbox.

W altonw ood offers carefree sen ior liv in g  w ith  endless o p po rtun ities  outside you r door. W ith  fr ie n d ly  neighbors, 
conven ien t am enities, personal s ta ff and caregivers on-site, y ou ’re free to  choose ho w  you spend the  day. 

Spacious apartments Housekeeping &  maintenance * Delicious, home<ooked meals * Activities and scheduled transportation 
Pet friendly community ’ Personalised care services available

T w o  lo c a t io n s  in  C a n to n . C a l l  a n d  s c h e d u le  
y o u r  p e rs o n a l t o u r  to d a y .

W altonw ood
Redefining Retirement L iv in g *

C a r r ia g e  P a r k
Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living

(734) 335-0947
2000 N  C anton Center Road

C h er r y  H il l
Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living and Memory Care

(734)335-1459
42600 Cherry H ill

w w w .W a lto n w o o d .co m

M E TR O ^V E IN
▼  C E N T E R S

G et Vein Free, Pain Free!
•  Covered by m ost insurance companies

•  Non-surgical, com fortab le  laser procedure

•  N o dow n tim e

•  S top tired , aching legs

•  FREE in itia l screening

5 LO C A T IO N S  T O  SERVE YO U

•  Rochester Hills •  C lin ton  Twp. •  Dearborn

•  W est B loom fie ld  •  Canton

248-266-0665 I MetroVeinCenters.com

Board-certified doctors

I *  1

f



Readers share special holiday traditions

Traditions -  those 
special events and prac­
tices that bind us to one 
another, creating happy 
memories and something 
to cling to in times of 
trouble -  can be as a 
simple as getting togeth­
er to bake cookies every 
year o r an elaborate 
gathering o f fam ily and 
friends complete w ith an 
ugly sweater contest.

New or old, these 
traditions centered 
around the holiday sea­
son hold a special place 
in both the hearts and 
minds o f readers in the

Just ask Livonia’s 
Judy Franco, who cele­
brates her Polish heri­
tage w ith her fam ily 
every year, a tradition 
built upon her studies of 
the subject as a college 
student years ago.

"W igilia is the tradi­
tional Polish Christmas 
Eve dinner, and begins 
when the firs t evening 
star is sighted in sky,”  
Franco said.

The traditional menu 
is quite specific; howev­
er, Franco altered hers a 
b it on some advice from 
her mother.

“ When I  f irs t started 
hosting this event, I  told 
m y mother that I  wanted 
to have the traditional 
Polish menu. She said, T 
didn’t like i t  when I  was 
young g ir l and I  am not 
going to like i t  now ei­
ther,” ’ remembers Fran­
co, laughing.

As one o f six sisters, 
all o f whom are accom­
plished cooks, Franco’s 
meal is typ ica lly meat­
less and usually includes 
sautded perch and other 
Polish delicacies, such as 
potato or sauerkraut 
pierogi, homemade pota­
to soup flavored with 
sauteed onions, cucum­
bers and sour cream, 
coleslaw and Jell-0 -  
“ everyone loves Jell-0,” 
Franco said.

Served on a white 
table tablecloth over hay 
to signify a manger, the 
meal is completed w ith a 
wide array o f cookies 
and pastries prepared by 
Franco and her sisters.

C hristm as w a fe r
A highlight o f the 

meal is the passing of 
the Christmas wafer, or 
oplatki -  thin , unleav­
ened wafer embossed 
w ith w riting or Christ­
mas images.

“We pass them w ith a 
plate o f honey to those 
surrounding us as a sign 
o f peace and love,”  Fran­
co said.

One caveat that Fran­
co is careful to observe 
is that there should al­
ways be an even number 
o f places set at the table.

“ There is a saying 
that i f  there is an odd 
number, someone who is 
not at the table w ill not 
return the fo llowing 
year,”  she said.

This year, Franco w ill 
set a table fo r 28 guests, 
fam ily members that 
include her husband and 
their three grown sons, 
and her sisters and their 
families. I t  has become a 
tradition that is quite 
special to her.

The Ugly Sweater Contest winners from 2012 were (from 
left) Tim Markham, Bruce Markham, Matt Markham, Tanaz 
Naterwala and Mallory Maxton, all of Novi.

then some o f them, well 
you kind o f wonder how 
in the world they are 
staying together,”  he 
said w ith a laugh.

Legato, whose fam ily 
own B ill and Rod's Appli-

“ I t  jus t makes it 
Christmas. I t  is a just a 
wonderful way o f re­
membering,”  she said.

For Novi’s Elaine 
Maylen, tradition is not 
only about past memo­
ries but creating new 
ones to pass along to her 
daughters and friends.

Growing up as an only I  can remember,”  he 
child, Maylen remem- said, 
bers quiet gatherings 
w ith her small fam ily 
where often she was the 
only youngster.

“ I t  wasn’t  like you see 
on television -  these big 
celebrations w ith lots of 
people and lots going

exchange “ fo r as long a:

m,” Maylen said.

M ak in g  m e m o ries
I t  was these memo­

ries, she explains, that 
are behind the Christmas 
party that Maylen and 
her husband, also an only 
child, have been hosting 
fo r friends and neigh­
bors the past nine years, 
complete w ith a fiercely 
competitive ugly sweat­
er contest and a prize- 
filled bingo game.

“When you are just a 
small family, i t  can get 
really lonely. We knew 
there were others in the 
same situation that we 
were, so we decided to 
do something about it,”  
she said, adding, “People 
like to be social. They 
want to go out and do 
things w ith others on 
Christmas day -  even i f  
they are not Christian.”

The celebration that 
began w ith “20 or so” has family. I t  just wouldn't 
now taken on much larg- seem like Christmas,”
e r proportions.

“ We now have over 50 
people -  Christian, Jew­
ish, Parsi and Hindu -  
from  Novi, Northville, 
Livonia and Farmington 
Hills. We even have 
someone from  Boston 
who attends w ith her 
brother, who lives near­
by,”  Maylen said.

The party, while cre­
ating happy, fun-filled 
memories fo r her two 
daughters ages 23 and 
16, is a testimony to the 
need fo r people have 
social tradition in their 
lives, Maylen said.

“ I  think the party and

need people have to con­
nect and celebrate w ith 
each other,”  she said.

When Joe Legato of 
South Lyon and his fam­
ily  gather each holiday it 
is around a pile of 
themed-gifts, each hand­
made by family mem­
bers, which are then 
handed out, white ele­
phant style.

“ The beauty o f i t  is 
that we are not all crafts-

said Ryckman o f the 
fam ily ’s holiday sojourn 
to Grandmother Geor- 
giann McDonald’s Down­
rive r home.

Ryckman’s fam ily ’s 
traditions also include 
attending a special ser­
vice at St. John Bosco in 
Bedford, the same 
church where she and 
her three siblings partic­
ipated in the annual 
Christmas pageant fo l­
lowed by an elaborate 
' me-cooked polish fea 

her parents’ home. 
“We have homemade 

pierogi, golumpki, kiel- 
i  and other great

mother’s,”  Ryckman 
said.

These traditions, 
Ryckman said, are what 
make the holidays spe­
cial fo r her.

“ I t  brings our fam ily 
together and gives us 
something to look back 
on remember. I t  just

Snowmen, boxes and 
clocks have all been 
some o f the themes, but 
Legato is quite proud i f  
his g ift entry into this 
year’s birdhouse-themed 
exchange, made o f d r ift­
wood and stones person­
ally culled from  the 
shores of Lake Superior.

“ I t  is a lo t o f fun, and 
has made fo r some great 
memories,”  he said.

G randm a's house 
is special

This Christmas morn­
ing, as i t  has been fo r the 
past 18 Christmas morn­
ings, Maris Ryckman of 
Livonia w ill wake up in 
her grandmother’s 
Grosse He home, sur­
rounded by the warmth 
o f her family.

I t  is a tradition that 
Ryckman, a freshman at 
Michigan State Univer­
sity, has shared with 
parents Bob and Carrie 
of Livonia and three 
siblings, ages 15, 21 and 
24, since her b irth  18 
years ago.

“ I  c j ......................

Grace, 9, Ashlyn, 6, and Aubrey Kuhn, 7 of Plymouth.

wouldn’t  be the same 
without our traditions, 
she said.

The opportunity to 
celebrate fam ily is ex­
actly what makes trad i­
tion so important ‘ ”  
TUri, 47.

The Canton mother of 
four children ages 15,14, 
12 and 10 is part o f a 
very large fam ily that 
has made a tradition of 
gathering together -  
close to 50 o f them all 
living in  the metro De­
tro it area -  every year to 
celebrate the Christmas.

One o f 12 grandchil-

throughout the year.
“We have all stayed 

close to one another as 
cousins and now we are 
passing it  on to our own 
children. I t ’s very spe­
cial,”  H ir i said.

“ I  have so much grat­
itude fo r being a part of 
such a large fam ily that 
has remained close 
throughout the years. We 
are all so proud to be 
part o f such a loving 
family,”  she said.

Creating lasting mem­
ories like these and oth­
ers is what makes trad i­
tions so valuable, said 
L iz Reiser, 38, who 
works in  the Observer & 

Ke lli Eccentric Media Classi­
fied Call Center.

M a k in g  candy
Reiser, the mother of 

two children, Aiden, 4 
and Samantha, 4 months, 
has joined her aunt, 
Kathy Held o f Shelby 
Township every year for 
the past five years in a 
candy-making extrava­
ganza that would make

made close to 6001 
ties, tru ffles  and cherry 
cordials together to pass 
out to fam ily and friends 
throughout the holiday 
season.

Not only does this 
annual event help put

her the opportunity to 
spend some special time 
w ith her aunt.

“ I t  is nice reminder of 
what the holidays are all 
about: making and keep­
ing memories o f people 
who are important to 
you,”  Reiser said.

For Stephanie Kuhn 
o f Plymouth, tradition is 
centered around helping 
her three young daugh­
ters Grace, 9, Aubrey, 7, 
and Ashlyn, 6 , remem­
ber the true meaning of 
Christmas.

An exquisitely de­
signed book, The Advent 
Book by Jack and Kathy 
Stockman, is carefully 
packed away throughout 
the year, unwrapped only 
as the season approaches 
and read aloud every day 
as a family.

“ The g irls look for­
ward to i t  and i t  is a 
really nice way to spend

Reiser in the sp irit o f the some quiet time togeth-
it also provides ”  Kuhn said.
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Groups offer comfort when 
holiday season gets tough

Despite the brightly 
colored lights, festive 
decorations and wishes 
o f good cheer, the holi­
days are not always hap­
py -  especially fo r those 
experiencing some type 
o f grief.

Glad tidings aside, the 
feelings o f loss -  of a 
loved one, a job, housing 
or other tragedy -  are 
often intensified during 
this stressful season, 
leading to anything but a 
“ M erry Christmas”  or 
"Happy Holiday.”

“ I t  is not always a 
joy fu l celebration -  for 
many, i t ’s a really tough 
time,”  said the Rev. M i­
chael Horlocker o f the 
First Presbyterian 
Church o f South Lyon.

“Christmas can be a 
really tough time: in 
addition to your own 
personal issues, you now 
have the added stresses 
and expectations that 
traditionally surround 
the holidays. Whether 
you’re are experiencing a 
loss or dealing w ith ad­
dictions or even just 
feeling broken -  this time 
o f year can be very 
rough," Horlocker said.

Suicide rates are high­
est during the holidays, 
noted Horlocker, adding 
that he believes that 
feelings o f grie f and loss 
throughout the holidays 
may be more common 
than most people realize.

That is one reason that 
his church, along with 
others in the area, are

SERVICES  
SCHEDULED
Other local churches 
offering special services 
include
LONGEST NIGHT: A 
WORSHIP SERVICE 
OF STRENGTH HOPE 
AND COMMUNITY
Where: First Presbyteri­
an Church of Plymouth, 
701 Church St., down­
town Plymouth 
When: 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 15
BLUE CHRISTMAS: A 
CANDLELIGHT SER­
VICE OF SOLACE 
AND HOPE
Where: First United 
Methodist Church, 45201 
N.Territorial Road, Ply­
mouth
When: 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 22
BLUE CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE
Where: St. Paul’s Presby­
terian Church of Livonia, 
27475 Five Mile, Livonia 
(just west of Inkster

offering special services 
designed to address the 
needs o f those anticipat­
ing the holidays with 
dread. The F irst Presby­
terian Church o f South 
Lyon “ Blue Christmas” 
service, scheduled fo r 7 
p.m. Dec. 19 is aimed at 
giving space and voice to 
the try ing feelings sur­
rounding the Christmas •

“ Anyone feeling bro­
ken is welcome," he said.

“ The holidays are not 
the same fo r everyone,” 
said the Rev. Ann Web­
ber, rector o f Holy Cross 
Episcopal Church in 
Novi, whose church held 
its annual Blue Christ­
mas service Dec. 14.

A cknow ledg ing  loss
Loss o f any sort -  jobs, 

health, income, the many 
losses that we feel that 
cause grief -  can be ac­
knowledged and ad­
dressed w ith hope, Web­
ber said.

“ Our lives are always 
going to be changed and 
different -  but that does 
not mean they are ended. 
We can look with hope 
fo r God’s gracious love to 
be w ith us as we journey 
through our grie f to a 
time of hope and resolu­
tion,”  Webber said.

Karen Laing, exec­
utive director o f the 
Northville- based New 
Hope Center fo r Grief 
Support, knows firs t­
hand the pain that can 
surround the holidays 
following the loss o f a 
loved one.

“ The holidays can be 
extremely d ifficu lt,” 
acknowledges Laing, a 
Northville mother o f two 
college-aged children 
who lost her husband, 
Keith, in 2009.

“Everyone is saying 
'Joy to the World”  and 
you feel anything but 
joyous. I t  presents a 
d ifficu lt situation. You 
miss the person and the

Where
O pening 42126 Ford Rd

(moo c lu c k  moo)

traditions they created or 
were a part of, and the 
holidays themselves can 
be overwhelming. I t  just 
adds to the sense o f loss -  
i t  is exhausting,” she 
said.

Attending special 
services that provide a 
quiet, special place to 
grieve can be very help­
fu l in coping throughout 
the holidays, Laing said.

“ I t  also helps to be 
able to talk about your 
loved one,” Laing said, 
“ Saying things like, T 
remember when...' can 
be very healing.”

Taking time to memo­
rialize your loved one by 
participating in special 
volunteer work o f mak­
ing a donation in their 
name can also be helpful, 
she said.

“ This year, we adopted 
a fam ily fo r Christmas 
this year in honor o f my 
husband,”  she said.

Laing said that often, 
the anticipation o f the 
holiday is much worse 
than the holiday itself. 
Keep this is mind, and 
try  to plan fo r the holiday 
in advance.

“Think about the 
things you are going to 
keep on doing, the things 
you are not going to do 
anymore and the things 
you may change,”  she 
advises, "For instance, 
instead of a sit-down 
fam ily dinner, try  it  buf­
fet- style. I  have even 
heard o f a fam ily that 
barbecues.”

Horlocker is looking 
forward to the opportuni­
ty  to offer comfort to 
those in spiritual need.

“ We’re all expected to 
be happy and celebrate 
and we feel like some­
thing is wrong with us 
when we can’t,”  Horlock­
er said.

Tips for safe walking 
in snow, ice

Falls account for 
more than one m illion 
injuries in the U.S. an­
nually. There are four 
types o f walking acci­
dents with the most 
common being the slip 
and fall. That’s the type 
of fa ll that happens 
when you fa ll due a 
surface not cleared of 
snow or ice.

“Every winter the 
hazards o f driving in 
snow and icy conditions 
are noted, but rarely is 
walking on snow and ice 
addressed," stated Mar­
tin  B. Tirado, CAE, ex­
ecutive director of the 
Snow & Ice Manage­
ment Association. “Slip­
ping and fa lling while 
waflcing accounts fo r a 
large number o f winter- 
related injuries and can 
have an impact on the 
quality of life  fo r the 
injured person.”

SIMA, the national 
nonprofit organization 
representing the snow 
removal industry, has 
some tips on safe winter 
walking.

» Wear proper foot­
wear. Proper footwear 
should place the entire 
foot on the surface of 
the ground and have 
visible treads. Avoid a 
smooth sole and opt for 
a heavy treaded shoe 
with a fla t bottom.

» Accessorize to  see 
and be seen. Wear 
sunglasses so that you 
can see in the reflective 
light o f the snow. Also, 
wear a bright coat or 
scarf so that drivers can 
easily see you.

» Plan ahead. While 
walking on snow or ice 
on sidewalks or in park­
ing lots, walk conscious­
ly. Instead o f looking 
down, look up and see 
where your feet w ill 
move next to anticipate 
ice or an uneven sur­
face. Occasionally scan 
from  le ft to right to 
ensure you are not in

the way of vehicles or 
other hazards.

» Make sure you 
can hear. While seeing 
the environment is im­
portant, you also want to 
be sure you can hear 
approaching tra ffic  and 
other noises. Avoid 
listening to music or 
engaging in conversa­
tion that may prevent 
you from hearing on­
coming tra ffic  or snow 
removal equipment.

» Anticipate ice. Be 
weary o f th in sheets of 
ice that may appear as 
wet pavement (black 
ice). Often ice w ill ap­
pear in the morning, in 
shady spots or where 
the sun shines during 
the day and melted 
snow refreezes at night.

» Walk steps slow­
ly. When walking down 
steps, be sure to grip 
handrails firm ly  and 
plant your feet securely 
on each step.

» Enter a building 
carefully. When you get 
to your destination such 
as school, work, shop­
ping center, etc., be sure 
to look at the floor as 
you enter the building. 
The floor may be wet 
w ith melted snow and 
ice.

» Be careful when 
you shift your weight.
When stepping o ff a 
curb or getting into a 
car, be careful since 
shifting your weight 
may cause an imbalance 
and result in a fall.

» Avoid taking 
shortcuts. Shortcuts 
are a good idea i f  you 
are in a hurry, but may 
be a bad idea i f  there is 
snow and ice on the 
ground. A shortcut path 
may be treacherous 
because it is likely to be 
located where snow and 
ice removal is not pos­
sible.

» Look up. Be care­
fu l about what you walk 
under.
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opportunities see our 
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Maybe the Grass 
IS Greener...

You'll never know if you don t look. Take a 
peek today, and browse hundreds of local job opportunities 
from a variety of exciting employers

O&E Media’s Jobs Section
n Print & Online
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To advertise, call: 800-579-7355
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A u t o  A c c o u n t  

E x e c u t i v e

T h e  O bserver and Eccentric is looking for an 
A uto Account E xecutive to cover the  suburban 
D etroit area. This position will work ou t o f  the  
Sterling H eights, Ml location.

his position is responsible for all sales and 
rela ted activities to advertisers within an assigned 
geographic territory. Will mainly be servicing 
au to  businesses with th e  opportun ity  to  sell into 
the  O bserver & Eccentric publications and  DMP 
products. Prim ary responsibility is m anaging  the  
territory to  achieve sales quotas and  developing 
new au to  business. T h e  Auto Account Executive 
will develop strategies, make presentations to 
new and  existing advertisers a n d  be  responsive 
to  custom er needs. Sales orders, reports and 
docum enta tion  are  p repared  for m anagem ent’s

An Associate’s  degree  and  two years o f  sale: 
experience a n d /o r  equivalent. A uto sale: 
expei a phis. B achelor’s degree  preferred. 
Professional com m unication, presen ta tion  and 
organizational skills are  required . Must be highly 
m otivated, analytical, detail-oriented and able to 
w ork un der dead line  pressure. Proficiency using 
a  personal com pu ter is required . Use o f  personal 
vehicle, valid driver’s license, stale m andated au to  
insurance and  good driving record  are  required.

G annett is an equal opportun ity  em ployer and  
is com m itted to  a policy of equal em ploym ent 
opportun ity  for all persons.

O bserver & Eccentric Media, a  G annett 
company, specializes in community-based 
inform ation on  a  variety o f  platform s -  print, 
web, mobile and video. Local is what we do  best.
O n

To apply: Email your resume to  Frank C ibor 
a t fcibor@ hometownlife.com  or apply on 

C areerbuilder.com  and look fo r O&E Media 
Auto Executive position.

$



Cheers: Salem winery wins top awards

Obstbaum Orchards 
owner Hans Neuroth has 
sold gallons o f cider for 
years, so when he decid­
ed to try  his hand at pro­
ducing wine, he was sure 
to fo llow the same man­
tra that has kept his busi­
ness thriving.

Value, quality and 
price.

I t  seems to be work­
ing. A t this fall's Amer­
ican Wine Association 
National Conference, 
Obstbaum Orchards in 
Salem took "best of 
class”  designation fo r its 
cherry wine, which also 
won a silver medal. The 
local orchard additional­
ly  won a bronze medal 
fo r its apple honey wine.

A w ard  w in n in g
The best in  class des­

ignation "means the most 
to me,” Neuroth said, 
adding that he was up 
against small wineries 
and even the biggest, like 
Gallo. "We are a small 
operation and yet we’re 
doing, I  think, things 
pretty well. This is the 
firs t round and now the 
standard is set and going 
on from  there.

“ I  was try ing to get a 
product that was worthy 
to be sold fo r three or 
four years,”  he said, 
adding that he wasn’t 
quite sure how to make 
wine, so he brought in a 
mentor who showed him 
the ropes. TVvo other 
people, including his 
dentist, also an amateur 
wine maker, served as 
his advisory board.

The mentor "took it to 
the next step.”  The fine 
tuning comes in choosing 
the r ight yeast and nutri­
ents "and you have to 
know when to treat the 
wine,”  Neuroth said.

“ One of the things he 
recommended was to get 
some heirloom apples to 
make the wine,”  said 
Neuroth, 71, explaining 
that there seems to be a 
growing interest in heir-

Hans Neuroth won best of 
class at the fall American 
Wine Association National 
Conference. The wine was 
made at Obstbaum 
Orchards in Salem, hal
GOULD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

loom fruits. The entire 
wine-making process is 
done right on the cider 
m ill premises.

Obstbaum Orchards 
has also had a cider m ill 
and doughnut factory at 
9252 Currie Road, north 
o f Seven M ile, for almost 
40 years. The wines are 
sold at the orchard and at 
Karl’s Cabin. Neuroth 
said he plans to approach 
local grocery stores to 
put them on their 
shelves, too.

He produces a little  
more than 1,000 bottles 
annually and " I could 
easily triple that produc­
tion i f  the demand were 
there,”  he said.

M ich igan  grow n
He’s got hard cider 

that sells fo r $7 a bottle, 
cherry wine fo r $12 a 
bottle and honey apple 
wine fo r $14 a bottle. It  
took 600 pounds of honey 
to make 175 bottles of 
honey wine, Neuroth 
said. The apples come 
from  his orchards, the 
cherries from Traverse 
City and the honey from 
Onsted.

" I t ’s been a great ex­
perience," said Neuroth, 
a retired Livonia school 
teacher who taught 40 
years. His wife Lynda is 
also a retired Livonia

school teacher who helps 
him w ith the cider m ill 
and winery, as does his 
daughter Heidi Neuroth- 
Koese.

“ I ’ve found new and 
exciting things to do 
since I  le ft that,”  he said. 
“ I t  really keeps me go­
ing. The last batch, I 
made all on my own."

The name o f his or­
chard celebrates his 
German heritage —
"obst”  means f ru it and 
"baum”  is tree. He has
3,000 apple trees in 30 
varieties. The apple 
growing interest began 
w ith his father George, 
who emigrated from 
Germany in the early 
1920s, worked at Ford 
Motor Co. as a tool and 
die maker and had some 
land in Livonia, which 
was still rural at the 
time. He grew apple 
trees and vegetables and 
even had some animals. 
Living the rura l life  be­
came a family tradition 
that continued with 
Hans, who lived on the 
family homestead until 
he and Lynda had a house 
built in Canton, which 
coincidentally had some 
apple trees.

Working all week as 
teachers, they decided in 
1982 to open a store on 
the property during the 
weekends selling apples 
and cider made by some­
one else. By 1987, they 
bought their own cider 
press and, in 1999, they 
updated the press and 
added the doughnut 
kitchen.

He sells between 4,000 
to 5,000 gallons o f cider 
and about 2,000 gallons of 
cherry concentrate annu­
ally. He is the only fu ll­
time employee and he 
gets help from  family 
members and few part- 
time workers to help 
during the fa ll to run the 
cider m ill operation. A t 
the company's peak, fo r a 
few weeks in the autumn, 
he said, he employs four 
part-time workers.

ssi@hometownlife.cc

20th Anniversary 
Wayne County’s Lightfest

Features more than 
47 giant animated holiday 

themed displays!

N ov. 14  to  Dec. 31
M o n . -  T h u rs . 7  p .m .- l  O p .m .
F ri. -  S un. 6  p .m . - 1 0  p .m .

$5 fee per vehicle
(dosed Christmas Day)

•  N ew  LED lights!
New displays and the show has been 
convened to LED lights!

•  L ightfest 8K Fun R un/W alk  
on Nov. 12

•  Bike Through  th e  L ights 
on Nov. 13

•  R eindeer N ights
Back by popular demand! There will be live 
reindeer at Sania's Workshop on Nov. 25,
Dec. 2,9 and 16.

•  Toy N ig h t Tuesdays
Nov. 19, 26 and Dec. 3,10 and 17.
Bring a new. unwrapped toy in lieu of the $5 
vehicle fee. Toys will be donated to the Wayne 
County Family Center.

» Photos w ith  Santa
at his workshop nightly starting Nov. 22 until 
Dec. 23 at the end of the Lightfest.

lor fees and registration information, visit 
www.waynecounty.com

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c  
MEDIA

m
Redford  Jewelry 

& Coin

Holiday Sale! 
30% - 50% O ff 

Jewelry and Watches*

Enter to W in  a $1,000 
Jewelry Shopping Spree
(Enter by 12/24/13. See store for detail:

15386 N . H aggerty R d., P lym outh 
(NE Com er o f  Haggerty and Five Mile)

(734) 667-1204

Holiday Hours

Mon - Sat
10am - 6 pm
Sunday Closed

j w w w .redford jew elryaD dcoin .cotn,,

" S m  h M d a y A /w

i
Maurices

ru e ll
U L T A  

T ) M a x *

t  .. DXL 
Charm ing Charlie  Co^sm ith  

Total Hockey  
Cam ePlay  
Lane Bryant

perform ance Bike

cuuLmany,mM&.

Find the latest styles for men, women and children, 
the best in sport equipment & apparel, video games, 

fashion accessories and much more!

Qfm, /jaJi SloUday, tfhoflping,!
Our stores are  open longer for your 

shopping convenience. Visit our w ebsite at 
novitowncenter.com for individual store hours.

Bring the fam ily fo r a 
visit w ith  Santa Claus 
at the P erform ance  
Bike store, Saturdays  
and Sundays 11am  
t i l  3pm.

N ovi Tow n Center
l/opif I'l'kclii/ftth

13 SIMON’ 
n o v ito w n c e n te r.c o m



LOOKING FOR 
A GREAT 
HOLIDAY 

GIFT?

FREE
GIFT

WRAP

Temp-tations by Tara
ON SALE NOW!

THIS WEEK ONLY

50% OFF
5-PIECE PACK‘N GO SET

Restrictions appy. See store for details.

♦>CUTCO
'  l / T T V U E M

Y  Only 
*24.95

■ Regularly 
$49.90

KITCHEN

43215 Grand River Ave. I Novi, Ml 
(248)679-1538 I Holiday Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10am-8pm I Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. noon-6pm I Christmas Eve 10am-6pm

* *  v.-KV.-.t.VF.THEATRES.Com

X H IL l  L ' - L P L ' C Z . 1 J

NO EXPIRATION DA‘
l Gift Cards are Sold in Increments of S5 up to SI 00

and will also be Honored at Our Newest Location

IN /1 U  F *  T R O Y  O R / V I M D  
O I G I T Z V L  O i r s J E I V I / V  I S

Located on the SE Corner of Mapte 8 Livefhpis Openins in Spring ot 2014 

9 LOCAT IONS '  S ' !

MJR DIGITALJjlNEMA

U F tC H A S E  Y O U R S  N
an> M JR: Digital Cinema Box O ffice or Online

www.IVIJRTHEATRES.com f  ^

l l  y
A MICHIGAN, 
COMPANY

Locally Owned & Operated



Area malls help boost holiday fitness

M all walking is a great 
way to keep holiday calo­
ries at bay and keep sea­
sonal stresses to a m ini­
mum at the same time.

“ We have a very en­
thusiastic group here,” 
Dan Jones, general man­
ager o f Twelve Oaks in 
Novi, said. "A  big part of 
mall walking is the social 
aspect.”

I\velve Oaks opens to 
mall walkers two hours 
before regular opening. 
Jones is more of a v isit 
the gym before work guy, 
but also appreciates f i t ­
ness opportunities at 
work.

“ I  certainly get a few 
laps in,”  he said. “ It's 
great just to go and take a 
few laps and stretch my 
legs a bit.”

Twelve Oaks opens 8 
a.m. Monday-Saturday 
fo r walkers, 9 a.m. Sun­
day, w ith walkers asked 
to use only the lower 
level before 9 a.m. First- 
timers should register at 
the Customer Service 
Desk in the Center Court 
after 10 a.m.

A t Westland Shopping 
Center, Garden City Hos­
pita l is the offic ia l part­
ner fo r Westland Walk­
ers. Westland’s doors 
open 7 a.m. by Olga's 
(Arcade 2), Monday- 
Saturday, 10 a.m. Sunday. 
M all walkers at Westland 
are using the mall en­
trance south o f Arcade 2 
(Olga’s) during construc­
tion.

Laurel Park Place in 
Livonia also offers mall 
walking, beginning 8 a.m. 
Monday-Saturday and 10 
a.m. Sunday.

Jack Morrison o f Ply­
mouth Township has been 
a mall walker fo r about 
20 years at Laurel Park 
Place. “For the cam­
araderie and the very 
small exercise I  get,” the 
retired brick salesman 
said.

Morrison also likes the 
people he’s met walking. 
“Everybody is lovely. I t ’s
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the people we’ve lost,”  he 
said o f those who’ve 
passed away. "We’ve met 
so many lovely people 
and now they're gone.”

Friend Mel Karfis of 
Livonia, a retired iron­
worker, has also walked 
at Laurel Park some 20 
years. “For the exercise 
and the camaraderie," 
Karfis said o f mall walk­
ing. He has both family 
and friends who walk at 
Laurel Park.

“I ’ve learned a lot of 
things. Our group is very 
well-informed,”  Karfis 
said. “ I t ’s like one big 
fam ily in a way.”

Walker Jim  White of 
Livonia, who’s exercised 
about IS years at Laurel 
Park, said of Morrison, 
"He’s the patriarch of 
this mall."

White, a retired bank­
er, said, “ I ’ve got to keep 
m y health up”  o f walking, 
which he does w ith wife 
M ary Ann and his 
friends. “ I t ’s like we’re 
having our own town 
meeting here," White 
said. "You don’t dare 
miss.”  Absences of reg­
ulars are quickly noted.

Over at Westland 
Shopping Center that 
same Thursday morning, 
friends Linda Young and 
Carmen Vella were walk­
ing. The Livonia resi­
dents are regulars at the 
Westland mall.

“ I  stopped smoking 
four years ago, gained 
some weight and wanted 
to lose it,”  said Young, a 
retired Walgreens su­
pervisor. “ And good for 
the heart. That's what the 
doctor says.”

The women walk out­
doors in warmer weather, 
aiming for three miles 
daily. Vella is a home-

A trio of walkers hits the upper level of Novi's Twelve Oaks Mall on Dec. 9. The three -  
Tom Grabowski, Dave Axelrad and Dave Butler -  were among a few dozen walkers at the 
mall by 8 a.m. on that sub-zero morning, john heideri staff photographer

maker.
Young’s been walking 

there since her retire­
ment four years ago. "I 
was very active at work,” 
she said. She wanted to 
keep that up.

“Nice mall, clean, 
safe," Young said of 
Westland. “ I enjoy it. I t  
gives you a good chance 
to look at the specials."

A t Westland, Charles 
Monroe of Garden City 
was also doing fitness 
walking that morning. 
The Ford Motor Co. re tir­
ee has done mall walking 
eight-nine years, begin­

ning at Wonderland in 
Livonia.

"To stay healthy, stay 
active,”  said Monroe, 
who walks at Westland 
three-five days weekly. 
"Sometimes you have 
things to do.”

Monroe agreed the 
other walkers are friend­
ly. "Oh, yeah, I ’m a people 
person,”  he said.
"They’re nice.”

Florence M arini of 
Novi was walking the 
upper level o f Twelve 
Oaks on a recent Monday 
morning.

“ I ’ve been walking

here just three years," 
she said. “ M y husband’s 
been walking here eight 
years. He likes the longer 
route (on the lower level) 
and I  began basically to 
keep him company.”  

Some mall walkers 
track their distance, but 
she doesn’t.

" I  worked fo r 40 years; 
I don’t want any re­
gimen,”  the retired Krog­
er cashier explained. She 
likes her fellow Twelve 
Oaks walkers: “Every­
body’s friendly.”

The security staff is 
also friendly and helpful.

“ I  feel comfortable, se­
cure," M arini said. “ I t ’s 
all controlled, the weath­
er and everything. I t ’s 
free, although I do pa­
tronize it. For my hus­
band, i t ’s like going to 
work. He needs that ‘get 
up in the morning.'”

They socialize at the 
Novi mall near 1-96 on 
weekends. M arini has her 

at home who 
needs help.

“ Starbucks is our bar,” 
she said w ith a smile.

Downstairs at Twelve 
Oaks was Janet TVusty of 
Wixom, who’s walked 
there three-four years. 
She works in the office of 
a family-owned business.

“We do the exercise 
class in front o f Macy's,”  
TVusty said of that Mon- 
day-Wednesday morning 
class. “ Then we’re out of 
here."

Liz Smith o f Com­
merce Tbwnship, a re­
tired warehouse staffer, 
walks and takes the class 
fo r “ exercise. And it ’s 
nice and warm in here in 
the wintertime.”

The women some­
times walk outdoors at 
Twelve Oaks in warm 
weather. “ A lot of nice 
people,”  Smith added.

Walker Janice Cavins 
o f Wixom is TVusty's tw in 
sister, and retired in May 
from  the city o f Wixom. 
She was in California five 
months with her daugh­
ter, and just started 
T\velve Oaks exercise.

“ I  miss from  being 
retired people,”  said 
Cavins. “ Just super peo­
ple.”  She hopes to come 
to Twelve Oaks more 
often fo r exercise, en­
couraging her twin.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com
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Fix mistakeS: Filing an 
amended tax return

Game on: Dave and Buster’s opening 
new store Monday morning in Livonia
By David Veselenak

Staff Writer

I t ’s been a long time 
coming, but Livonia resi­
dents w ill be able to have 
their firs t chance at play­
ing games and hanging 
out at one o f the hotter 
places to be.

Dave and Buster's, 
located at 19375 Victor 
Parkway, is scheduled to 
open at 11 a.m. Monday. 
The 40,000-square-foot 
combination sports bar, 
restaurant and arcade 
can accommodate more 
than 1,800 patrons, in­
cluding many who have 
waited for months fo r the 
business to open.

General manager 
David Hogan is excited at 
the opportunity to serve 
the Livonia area.

“ We want to be a part 
o f the community," he 
said. "We want people to

realize that Dave and 
Buster’s is a part of Livo-

Guests w ill be able to 
enjoy a wide array of 
entrees, including bacon- 
wrapped beef medallions, 
grilled shrimp, burgers 
and signature cocktails. 
The restaurant, the 66th 
in the United States fo r 
the Dallas-based compa­
ny, also has a sports bar 
area complete w ith big- 
screen televisions and a 
variety of alcoholic bev­
erages, including some 
Michigan craft beers.

The bar area has some 
touches of local flavor as 
well, with the names of 
Michigan-area sports 
teams printed on the 
wall, along with other 
images, such as Motown 
Records and the front 
end o f a Ford Mustang.

The restaurant also 
has several separate

dining rooms that can be 
used fo r parties or other 
events.

170 in teractive  
gam es

Patrons w ill have a 
wide array o f arcade- 
style games to enjoy as 
well. About 170 inter­
active games w ill be 
available to play, includ­
ing ones based on popular 
iPhone and Android apps 
like Doodle Jump and 
Temple Run. Success in 
many o f the arcade 
games can yield users 
tickets, which can be 
redeemed fo r prizes such 
as board games, tablets 
and other goodies.

Rogan, who has relo­
cated to Michigan after 
living in Ohio fo r several 
years, said he has already 
reached out to the Livo­
nia Chamber o f Com­
merce and the mayor's

office to see what oppor­
tunities there are to be 
involved in Livonia.

“ So many great people 
live here in Livonia, and 
we want to make sure we 
give back," he said.

Emily Profit, the sen­
ior manager at the res­
taurant and a Livonia 
resident, said she’s been 
involved w ith two other 
major openings o f Dave 
and Buster’s locations in 
Kansas City and Orlando 
and said the hype sur­
rounding the opening of 
the location in Livonia 
shows it w ill be a busy 
place.

“The buzz that sur­
rounds this opening com­
pares to our Orlando 
opening,”  she said. “No 
matter what time of year, 
we’re always very, very 
fu ll and very busy.”

The restaurant w ill be 
the second one in the 
Metro Detroit area and 
firs t in Wayne County. 
The other one is in Utica 
near Hall and the Van 
Dyke expressway.

M ike Gold, assistant 
general manager, said he 
worked at the Utica loca­
tion fo r several years 
before coming to the 
Livonia restaurant. He 
said patrons used to the 
location in Macomb 
County w ill see some 
differences in decor, but 
the experience w ill re­
main the same.

Profit said much o f the 
hype comes from  its 
location. Because of the 
lengthy drive from areas 
such as Plymouth and 
Livonia to Utica, many 
users w ill find them­
selves saving as much as 
an hour in drive time to 
v is it the popular restau­
rant and arcade.

“There’s nothing real­
ly  like us close by,”  she 
said. "We completely 
understand the need for 
something close.”

dveselenak@hometownife.com
313-222-5379
Twitter @DavidVeselenak

Q: Dear Rick: I just 
received notice from 
the individual who 
prepares my tax return 
that a mistake was 
made on my 2012 re­
turn. Deductions that I 
was not entitled to 
were used. The bottom 
line is I owe an addi­
tional $4,000 in taxes. 
They have prepared an 
amended return for 
me, free of charge, and 
have informed me 
they will pay any in­
terest that the IRS may 
assess. Since it was 
their mistake they 
should be responsible 
for the tax as well. Do 
you agree? What will 
happen if I don’t  file an 
amended return? 
Should I just wait until 
I hear from the IRS?

A: I  do not agree. I f  
they had correctly pre­
pared your return, you 
would have owed that 
additional tax liability. 
The fact that they made 
a mistake did not cause 
you any harm w ith re­
gard to the tax liability. 
The harm comes in that 
the IRS w ill assess you 
interest and that is what 
they have offered to 
compensate you. I  be­
lieve their response to 
you was fair. You may 
wish to discuss what 
happens i f  you are as­
sessed a penalty. I t  
would seem to me they 
are liable fo r that as 
well.

As to whether you 
should file  the amended 
return, it  is a slam dunk 
-  yes. I t  is our responsi­
b ility  as taxpayers to 
file  accurate returns. 
When a mistake is made, 
it  is our obligation to 
correct it  and that is 
why you file  amended 
returns.

In addition, i t  makes 
sense to file an amended 
return because i f  you do 
not and i f  fo r some rea­
son the IRS discovers 
the error, you could 
cause yourself more tax 
problems. Not only can

Rick
Y  Bloom

H  MONEY 
MATTERS

they assess you addi­
tional penalties, but it  
could also cause them to 
further scrutinize your 
2012 return and poten­
tia lly  past returns.

I have no idea what 
the chances are o f the 
IRS discovering the 
error. My general belief 
is that i f  you discover an 
error and i t  is material, 
such as in your partic­
ular case, then it abso­
lutely makes sense to be 
proactive. I  believe you 
are in much better 
shape in dealing with 
the IRS i f  you come 
forward and correct 
your error as opposed to 
them discovering it.

Therefore, I  believe 
it is in your best interest 
to file  the amended 
return.

I t  is important to 
recognize that whether 
we use professional tax 
preparers ultimately 
you are responsible for 
your tax return. Make 
sure to hire someone 
taking continuing educa­
tion on a year-by-year 
basis.

As 2013 winds down, 
i t ’s wise to start your 
search now fo r a profes­
sional tax preparer. Talk 
to fam ily and friends to 
see whom they have 
used or get a referral 
from another profes­
sional. Filing your tax 
returns is too important 
to just trust to anyone. 
Don’t  hire the cheapest 
tax preparer, hire a 
competent one.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His website is 
www. bloomassetmanage 
mentcom. If you would like 
him to respond to your 
questions, email 
rickHbloomassetmanage 
mentcom.
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Chairman's Reserve Certified Premium beef

PRimE RIB ROfld
The King of Roasts Seasoned with 
Holiday M arkets delicious proprietary 

garlic &  herb rub.

$9.98/lb

EROWR ROUST OF PORK 
f l  C L H H IC  H O U D R y  T R R D IT IO D

Two center cut pork rib loins tied 
together and French cut to  create a 
beautiful crown effect. A perfect 
masterpiece for you Holiday table! 
Stuffed if  you like it!
101b m m im u m .$ 3 .9 9 \lb

Chairman’s Reserve Certified Premium beef

WHOLE BEEF TERDERLOin
Premium beef tenderloin trimm ed to 
perfection. Cut to your specifications or 
left whole for a roast.
$17 .99  /lb  u n tr im m ed  6 -7  lbs avg

WORE RMDE

SHRimP PLATTERS
E njoy  yo u r sh r im p  w ith  H o liday ’s 
Store  M ade C ock ta il Sauce r ich  w ith  
lo ts  o f  ho rserad ish .

A 24hr-advanced norice is appreciated 

Sm all (serves 8 -12 ) 5 2 c t $34 .99  
M ed ium  (serves 12-18) 82c t $52 .99  
L arge (serves 18-25) 120c t $71 .99

Wild Caught large

RED KIAG CRAB 
LEGS & CLAWS

2 0 -2 4 a $ 1 6 .9 9 /lb  1

yULC LOG
Store made Chocolate Sponge cake 
with a thin layer o f  our own 
Callebaut chocolate ganache.
Inside is a sm ooth chocolate mousse.

$19.99

lAISTLETOE flHAT TORTE
M int chocolate chip whipped topping, 
layers of rich chocolate cake finished 
in chocolate shavings and Hershey’s 
kisses.

L arge  8 ” $ 2 5 .9 9  Sm all 5 ”  $14 .99

EXTRAVAGAAZA TRAU
A plethora of your favorite Holiday 
Market mini desserts.

5 3pcs $64 .99

t
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Wood Fired

CLASSIC EREACH 
BAGUETTE
Baked in our one of a kind wood 
burning oven.

Simply the best on Earth!

$ 1 .9 9  each

Wood Fired

lAICHIGAA BEER BREAD
Light sweetness and delicious crust 
made with Irish and rolled oats 
and brown sugar.
Made with New H ollands Poet 
Oatmeal Stout 
Brewed in Michigan

$4.99 loaf

FCATURHlGftS!
CAVIAR AAD CAVIAR

O v e r  1 5  v a r i e t i e s

Featuring American Hackle- 
back Sturgeon, Siberian Ostera, 
Beluga Supreme The finest and 
highest quality caviar from all 
over the globe.

strickly fresh

PACSAnO EXTRA 
VIRGIA OLIVE OIL
Gold medal winner a t the 2013 
N ew York International Olive 
O il Competition. Continues to 
win year after year.
All Natural and Unfiltered

1 l i te r  $ 9 . 9 9

HOLIDny flUlRKET CXCI.WI VC
mOOfllER’i 
ICE CREflm
Voted N um ber 1 Ice cream 
by G ood M orning  America 

Vast selection o f  great 
ho liday  Flavors

$5.99/pt

6 s®eJcX2<2)^0(3®s 5

E sta te

SUIAATRA mAADHELlAG
Fresh Roasted Arabica coffee beans, a 
very full bodied coffee w ith an earthy 
Herbal undertone.

$ 10-99/lb
C osta R ic a n

LA miniTA ESTATE
A select offering both limited in 

supply and exceptional in taste. Like 
other Coasta Rican Coffee offerings 
this estate has a medium body, lively 
character and rich flavor. One of the 
W orlds best Plantations.

$10.99/lb

G 3 

The Bruery

6  G E E S E H  L A H in G
Belgian style dark ale with Cape 
Gooseberries

750ml $11.99 

T H E  F IH E V T  C O L L E C T IO H
o f  Scotch’s Cognacs and Bourbons. 
And everything you need for your 
Holiday Entertaining.

A ll a t  S ta te  M in im u m  P r ic in g

E T H IO P IH H  H IR G H C H E F F E
Another African Coffee that is consid- 

& ered a top grade Arabica. This coffee 
h has bright acidity and medium body 

with flavor that is best described as 
berry-like with floral undertones.

THE HICKORy PIT
--------------------- O u r  o w n  in - s to r e  sm o k e }-  -------------------

HARD CUT HACKED HILIIIOA FILLETS $ 1 1.99/Ib

HICKORU HAOKED CAAADIAA BACOA $4.99/lb

STORESIROKED KEILBASA $3.99/lb

$8-99/lb

Authentic Italian

PARfflEf AA REGGIAAO
Aged 24 months J  J  2 . 9 9 / l b  

PIECE OR GRATED

BARILLA PROSCIUTTO 
01 PARIAA <t1 /  00/|,
Aged 18 months $ 1 4 * 9 9 / I b

( T - T I V T )  520 S. Lilley Rd 
V L J - L ' - 17  Canton M l 48188

nnrwmc*
C b a re ion na y

o r  P in o t  N o i l

$15.49 ea
No fitrther discounts.No fitrther discounts.

7 3 4 -8 4 4 -2 2 0 0  Monday - Saturday 8:00ai

WWW.holidaymarketS.com Sunday 9:00am - 9:00pm

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 8:00am - 10:00pm

Most Major credii card excepted Cf FKTIVE THRU
We reserve the right to limit quantities , . . .  -  .
and a *  no, n n p ib l .  fo, pfaond or d“ ' 5- 2014
typographical errors. Prices subject to change.
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f r u s t r a t e d  w i th  y o u r  C h r i s tm a s  lights .

' OUR TREES ARE

G U A R A N T E E D  T O  S TA Y  L IT !

WAS $420.00 I

BALSAM FIR 
WAS $300.00

ARTIC PINE
W/STAVUT LIGHTS
WAS $450.00 WAS $600.00 I

REDMOND PINE
W/STAYLIT LIGHTS
WAS $600.00

>$225.00
m i w i T i O

CANADIAN SPRUCE
W/LED LIGHTS 

WAS $225.00

OVER 40 ;
' DIFFERENT 

ISTAYUT PRELIT ] 
STYLES 

. IN-STOCK

OVER 10,0000 SQ. FT. OF CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS & IDEAS

FREE
TREE STORAGE BAG

FREE 2 0 % O ff
ORNAMENT
VISIT CORNWELL CHRISTMAS WORLD AND 

GET A FREE ORNAMENT, YOUR CHOICE FROM 
PRESELECTED SELECTION 

COUPON MUST BE PRESENT 
EXPIRES 12.13.13

874 ANN ARBOR ROAD WEST 
PLYMOUTH, Ml 48170 

734-459-7410

DEPARTMENT 56 
VILLAGE ACCESSORIES

COUPON MUST BE PRESENT 
EXPIRES 12.13.13

CORNWELL
Christmas World

WITH PURCHASE OF STAYLIT TREE
($299.00 OR MORE)

COUPON MUST BE PRESENT 
EXPIRES 12.13.13

MON.,THURS.,FRI., 10:00-8 
TUBS., WED., SAT, 10:00-6:C 
SUN. 12-5:00
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C O M ER IC A  PARK HOSTS CANTON VS. PLYMOUTH

M O R N IN G  G LO R Y
Early puck drop aside, 

about playing ‘po

An outdoor boys high school 
hockey game at 8:30 a.m. in 
mid-December — and paying a 
whole lot of money fo r the priv­
ilege — might not seem like 
much fun to most people.

I t  is to the Canton Chiefs and 
Plymouth Wildcats.

The campus rivals can't wait 
until Thursday morning rolls 
around, when they’l l board 
separate buses from Arctic 
Edge Arena two hours before 
game time and head down to 
their Hockeytown Winter Festi­
val contest at Comerica Park in 
Detroit.

“ I t ’s a once-in-a lifetime 
thing,”  said Plymouth senior 
forward and captain Kyle 
Bauer, before practice last 
week at Arctic Edge. “ I'm  nev­
er going to be able to play in a 
game like this again. I t ’s just 
going to be crazy.

” ... I ’ve always played pond 
hockey, so now it’s kind o f actu­
ally a game that counts and it ’s 
against a rival. So that’s cool.”

Down the corridor in  front

Chiefs and 'Cats stoked 
id  hockey’ at CoPa

o f Canton’s team room follow­
ing their workout, Chiefs senior 
forward and co-captain Chris­
tian Flack spewed sim ilar su­
perlatives about the rare 
chance.

“I  think i t ’s an unbelievable 
opportunity fo r the Canton 
hockey team and we’re going to 
make the most o f it,”  Flack 
said. “ I t ’s a great thing that 
Comerica and the NHL is put­
ting it on fo r young guys like us 
to get this opportunity.”

W on d e rfu lly  crazy
Here’s how crazy (and unbe­

lievable) it  w ill be for the 
Chiefs and Wildcats come Dec. 
19.

A fte r getting to the stadium 
around 7 a.m., players w ill put 
on extra layers of clothes under 
their equipment, skate out into 
the cold, biting winds and joy­
ously jum p out onto the special­
ly  made Comerica Park ice.

They’l l  look around, take in 
all the surroundings and then 
try  to do their respective jobs 
during the KLAA South D iv i­
sion matchup.

“ I t  may take a couple min-
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watch Canton play Plymouth at

utes, but once the puck drops 
i t ’s a hockey game,”  Plymouth 
head coach Gerry Vento said. 
“ I t ’s just a different environ­
ment. We’ll get down there 
early enough and hopefully 
they can soak it in beforehand

so they’re not awestruck when 
they start playing."

Flack said he had to “ run up 
to the store and get some Under 
Armour stuff, a couple face 
masks, maybe some thin gloves 
fo r under my (hockey) gloves”

TAKING IT OUTSIDE
What: Canton Chiefs vs. Plymouth 
Wildcats varsity boys hockey game 
at Comerica Park, as part of the 
Hockeytown Winter Festival.
When: 8:30 a.m. Thursday. 
Throwbacks: The Chiefs will wear 
throwback jerseys specially designed 
by the players, the Wildcats will not. 
Tickets: Both teams must cover the 
total $5,000 bill to skate in the 
contest, one of many prep games on 
the docket between Monday and 
Dec. 23. Coaches and team man­
agers still have tickets that can be 
had. Email Canton head coach Brad 
Barath
(cantonboysicehockey®pccsmail.net 
), team manager Dave Flack (flack- 
shack4@wowway.com) or Plymouth 
head coach Gerry Vento (gven- 
to1@yahoo.com) for more details 
about ticket prices and how to pick 
tickets up before Thursday morning. 
Concessions: It is expected that 
Comerica Park concession stands will 
be open during the game.

in order to stay warm.
Likewise expecting to don 

extra clothing fo r the game was 
Canton senior forward and 
co-captain Ku rt Snow, although 
he emphasized that he’d other-

See HOCKEY. Page B3

BOYS BASKETBALL

Chiefs’ power duo 
snuffs out Salem

On a night when Canton 
senior forward Jordan Nobles’ 
fu ture college coach was 
watching the Chiefs take on 
Salem, the Eastern Michigan 
University recru it wasn't 
about to not put on a winning 
show.

Time and time again in the 
varsity boys basketball match­
up at Canton, the 6-8 Nobles 
came up big to spark the 
Chiefs to a 60-56 victory.

“Yeah, I  saw him (Rob M ur­
phy) in the stands around the 
second quarter,”  said Nobles, 
who led all scorers w ith 26 
points as Canton upped its 
record to 2-0. “ I t  was extra 
motivation fo r sure."

Canton head coach Jimmy 
Reddy doubted whether No­
bles really needed it. He said 
having such a special guest 
watching doesn't faze Nobles 
or 6-6 senior forward Davon 
Taylor (18 points, 14 rebounds), 
fo r that matter.

Also helping the Chiefs’

attack were senior guard 
Chase Winningham (six points, 
four assists) and sophomore 
forward Logan Ryan (five 
points).

“ We’ve said before, those 
guys are horses,”  Reddy said. 
“They make winning basket­
ball plays. They made winning 
plays on Thesday night down 
the stretch, they made winning 
plays again tonight down the 
stretch.

"That’s the difference be­
tween winning and losing. Can 
you make that extra play when 
you need to?”

Shaking his head after the 
contest about Canton’s domi­
nant duo was Salem head 
coach Bob Brodie.

“He (Noble) is a good D-I 
player, he can play inside, 
outside,” Brodie said. “We ran 
at him w ith a couple players at 
times and he still answered the 
bell every time.

“ And Taylor’s not too shab­
by either, he plays the game 
well. Those two guys were a 
force tonight."

For the Rocks (1-1), 6-4 sen­

ior forward Alec W infrey led 
the way w ith 19 points while 
junior guard Connor Cole con­
tributed 11.

Helping the attack with 
seven points each were senior 
guard Brady Cole and junior 
forward Jake Lenders (a 
sparkplug o ff the bench).

Canton led 15-10 after one 
quarter and 26-24 at halftime 
as neither team could sustain 
much offense.

G e ttin g  a f te r  it
At halftime, Nobles said the 

team talked about ramping up 
the intensity and that helped to 
a degree, although the Rocks 
never really went away.

“ I t  was just hustle plays,”  
Nobles said. “ We were getting 
beat a lot on hustle plays in the 
firs t half and coach told us to 
pick i t  up when were talking at 
halftime and we just got out all 
the loose balls, the extra re­
bounds and we made shots.”

Nobles made a couple huge 
baskets, n ift ily  driving through

See POWER DUO, Page B4

Rocks let lead, game slip away

For most o f Wednesday 
night’s nonleague varsity boys 
hockey game at the Ice Box in 
Brownstown Township, Salem 
had a solid grip on two points.

Senior forward and co-cap­
tain Jake Sealy was dominant 
at times, scoring his f irs t two 
goals o f the season early in the 
middle stanza to put the Rocks 
in front 2-0. Salem, missing a 
handful o f skaters due to in­
juries, still nursed a 3-1 lead 
midway in the third.

But then the Rocks were 
beset by a missed scoring 
chance here, the inability to

clear the puck there — and 
wound up losing 4-3 in over­
time to fa ll to 2-2 on the season.

“We were shorthanded num­
bers wise and we got a little 
tired,” Salem head coach Ryan 
Ossenmacher said. “ But at the 
end of the day, that doesn’t 
matter either.

“ You just got to make the 
plays to win hockey games and 
we didn’t  do that.”

Host Woodhaven (5-1) 
trailed 3-1 midway through the 
th ird period and fought back to 
force overtime thanks to a 
power play goal by sophomore 
forward Drew Holland w ith 55 
seconds remaining.

Then, the Warriors em­

barked on an odd-man rush 
early in overtime, having been 
sprung loose when a Salem 
player was tripped up at the 
Woodhaven blue line.

Senior fo rward Dominic 
Moore, finishing up a n ifty 
give-and-go w ith senior line- 
mate Yousef Suede, sent the 
puck past Salem jun ior goalie 
Dillon Phillips (making his 
varsity debut) just 2:06 into the 
extra frame. Moore led the 
Warriors w ith a goal and two

Ossenmacher downplayed 
the OT noncall, not to mention 
the back-to-back penalties Salem's Jack Driscoll (No. 28) battles against Woodhaven's Kyle Moran 

(No. 14) for the puck during Wednesday night's non-league boys 
See ROCKS, Page B3 hockey game at the Ice Box in Brownstown Twp. brian quintos
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GIRLS HOCKEY

PCS Penguins rebound from 
deficit to earn 3-1 win

After fa lling behind early Uiesday 
night, the Plymouth-Canton-Salem 
Penguins girls hockey team came to 
life  against Bloomfield H ills  to earn a 
3-1 victory.

PCS trailed 1-0 after one period of 
the Michigan Metro G irls High School 
Hockey League contest at Canton 
Arctic Edge, but the Penguins caught 
and surpassed the Black Hawks in the 
second frame.

Netting the tying goal w ith 6:15 left 
was center Megan Brace, with assists 
going to winger Jessica Marek and 
defenseman Gabby Godre.

Less than two minutes later, Godre 
earned an assist on the go-ahead 
marker by forward Morgan Cusuma- 
no with winger Jenna Carter picking 
up the second helper.

In  the third, however, the Black 
Hawks came out storming PCS senior 
goalie Gwen Gadulka in hopes o f get­
ting back into the game. Gadulka held 
firm  and the Penguins scored an im­
portant insurance ta lly w ith 12:40

&

Gwen Gadulka of the PCS Penguins turns 
aside a shot with help from Megan Brace.
JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

goal gave the Penguins the breathing 
room they needed.

“We really played well in the th ird 
period and weathered the storm as 
Bloomfield fought to tie the game,” 
PCS assistant coach Brad Johnson 
said."... Gadulka was strong in goal, 
especially in the th ird period, when 
Bloomfield really poured it on.”

ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE

This Christmas, Give 
the Gilt ol Education.

/J * ^ *
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• ACT/SAT/PSAT Exam 
preparations

• Academic Skills Improvement 
in Reading, Writing, Math ^ 
and Study Skills

• Subject Tutoring-Chemistry, 
Physics, Biology, Calculus, 
History and Social Studies

Visit www.canton.huntingtonhelps.com and save
Huntington Learning Center Canton is independently 

owned and operated. SAT/PSAT are registered trademarks
of College Board; ACT is a registered trademark of ACT.
*nc. and both organizations were neither Involved in the 

production of nor endorse this program.

44630 Ford Road, Canton, Ml 48187 
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Whalers can’t climb out of 
early hole against Saginaw

The Saginaw Spirit built a 3-0 lead 
a fter one period and went on to defeat 
the Plymouth Whalers, 6-2, in an Ontar­
io Hockey League game played 
Wednesday at Compuware Arena.

Saginaw is now 16-11-4-1; Plymouth is 
11-18-0-3.

The Saginaw forward line of Luke 
Cairns, Jimmy Lodge and K ris to ff Kon- 
tos led the way fo r the Spirit, going a 
combined three goals, seven assists and 
+9 fo r the evening. First star Cairns 
scored the firs t two goals o f the game 
(8-9 on the season) and added two as­

sists; second star Lodge scored a goal 
(11) w ith two assists; th ird star Kontos 
dished out three assists.

Justin Kea (13), Dylan Sadowy (12) 
and Justin Sefton (6) also scored for 
Saginaw, while goaltender Jake Pater­
son stopped 35-of-37 shots.

Ginaluca Curcuruto (3) and Carter 
Sandlak replied fo r Plymouth.

Plymouth plays in Sarnia on Friday 
(7 pm, 88.1FM WSDP) before returning 
home Saturday to host Peterborough at 
7:05 pm.

GIRLS GYM NASTICS

Chiefs continue winning ways
Canton’s varsity girls gymnastics 

team improved to 3-0 w ith Thursday's 
wins over Walled Lake Gold and Walled 
Lake Maroon at Plymouth High School.

The Chiefs swept the top five places 
in every event and in all-around en 
route to winning the tri-meet with 
141,95 points to WLG’s 103.45 and 
WLM's 102.0.

“ The team had a much improved 
performance with fewer fa lls and 
cleaner routines,”  Canton coach John 
Cunningham reported. "Fortunately, 
there is plenty o f room fo r better 
scores and we hope that the early sea­
son jitters w ill disappear.”

Leading the impressive cast was 
Jocelyn Moraw. She was firs t in all- 
around w ith a 35.475 tally, also winning 
in uneven parallel bars (8.5) and taking 
second on floor exercise (9.2).

Moraw also placed th ird on vault 
(8.95).

Maddie Toal had another big night. 
She won floor w ith a 9.4 and tied fo r the 
top spot with teammate Melissa Green 
on balance beam (9.1).

Tbal was second in all-around with 
35.4 points, not to mention th ird on bars 
(8.2) and fourth on vault (8.7).

"Diking th ird in all-around was Erica 
Lucas (35.2), thanks to her win on vault 
(9.275) along with fourths on bars (8.1) 
and beam (8.8).

In  fourth place overall w ith 34.925 
points was Green. In  addition to sharing 
the top spot w ith Tbal on beam, she 
came in second on bars (8.45) and th ird 
on floor (9.125).

Hailey Hodgson, meanwhile, placed 
second on vault and fourth on floor with 
scores o f 9.175 and 9.1, respectively.

With the victories, Canton's unde­
feated streak (stretching back three 
season) is at 34-0.

SPO RTS R O U N D U P
Rock th e  Clock

The firs t Rock the Clock 5-kilometer 
run-walk w ill begin at 8:30 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 29 at Kellogg Park in downtown 
Plymouth.

Race proceeds w ill benefit the Ge- 
rad Meteyer Foundation, which helps

support Camp Midicha for efforts in 
curtailing juvenile diabetes.

A Rock the Clock pint glass w ill go to 
the f irs t five finishers in eage age 
group.

For more information, or to register, 
go to www.rocktheclockrun.com:
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Looking forward to a "once in a lifetime" opportunity are Plymouth's 
(from left) Kyle Bauer, Josh Smith and Zach Tavierne. photos bytim smii

HIGH SCHOOL

Putting on their game face before the Comerica Park game are Canton's 
(from left) Collin Smith, Kurt Snow and Christian Flack.
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wise "probably just do the 
same old routine, not do any­
thing different."

Once bundled up, the Chiefs 
and Wildcats w ill be ready fo r a 
hot time. They’l l play a KLAA 
South Division matchup in 
front o f parents, grandparents, 
friends and — they hope, given 
the early start time on a school 
day — classmates.

lb  ensure paying the $5,000 
b ill ($2,500 per team) required 
by Olympia Entertainment 
(jo intly running the two-week 
festival with the National 
Hockey League, linked to the 
Jan. 1 NHL Winter Classic in 
Ann Arbor) players and their 
families are selling blocks of 
general admission tickets.

Yet because the game is 
much earlier in the day than 
hoped for, i t ’s been challenging 
try ing to sell tickets to other 
students who have to worry 
about taking tests just before 
the winter break.

“ I t ’s a little  disappointing 
that i t ’s so early, because not as 
many people might show up,” 
said Plymouth junior forward 
and assistant captain Josh 
Smith. "B ut I ’m still loving the 
opportunity to get out there and 
play outside. I t ’s still awe-

“Fve talked to people, I ’m 
trying to get people to come 
out. I ’m sure everyone else is 
trying to get people to come out 
and watch. We’l l  see.”

Selling p o ints
Wildcats senior forward and 

assistant captain Zach Tavierne 
agreed that “ i t  would have been 
nice i f  i t  was later, we could

have had a few more people 
show up to the game.”

But that won’t  stop Tavierne 
from getting all he can out of 
the experience.

“I  think we’ve learned w ith­
in the past month about that 
(8:30 a.m. game time), so it ’s 
fa ir ly  recent," Thvieme said. 
“ Now we’re just getting excited 
fo r the opportunity.

“ I ’ve been to lots o f Tigers 
games. I t ’s a great stadium and 
it w ill be really exciting to be in 
a different atmosphere to play 
a hockey game outside against 
a rival."

Collin Smith, a senior de- 
fenseman and co-captain for 
Canton, said each player was 
given 28 tickets to sell around 
school or anyplace else they 
could find buyers. The face 
value fo r each ducat is $10.

“ I t ’s a little  slow,”  said 
Smith, about his ticket sales. 
“ But from other guys what I ’ve

heard is they're actually selling 
some tickets. So that's good to

Canton head coach and for­
mer varsity player Brad Ba- 
rath said the early game time 
on a weekday likely w ill hurt 
attendance. No matter how 
many come out to Comerica, 
however, the ice b ill must be 
met.

“ They got to sell tickets, 
that’s the biggest thing," Ba- 
rath said. "And that was part of 
the reason we got the game. 
Plymouth-Canton, that's some­
thing you can sell tickets for, 
advertise and get people down 
there to watch.

"Being an 8:30 in the morn­
ing game, that kind of took 
some o f the ability to do that 
away. We’re supposed to sell 
500 tickets a piece, we got 500 
and Plymouth got 500.”

W orth  th e  price

But Barath and Vento 
agreed that economics and any 
inconvenience because of an 
early morning puck drop won’t 
spoil the hockey party.

“ It's something kids dream 
about,”  Barath said. “They 
dream about playing outdoors, 
especially in a situation like 
that.

“ Comerica Park, downtown 
Detroit, big game against your 
riva l team. I t ’s something you 
dream about and it ’s something 
not a lot o f players get a good 
shot at."

Vento realizes it ’s a special 
occasion, the opportunity o f a 
lifetim e for teenagers.

“ I t ’s another hockey game, 
but obviously I  want them to 
really enjoy i t  and soak it in,”  
Vento said. “ I ’m old enough to 
be their dad and this is my firs t 
outdoor game. So I want to

make sure they really enjoy it 
because there might not play 
another one.

“I t ’s going to be a lot o f fun. 
I ’m loolung forward to it. I t ’s 
going to be freezing cold, but 
what a great opportunity. We’re 
very privileged and honored 
that we’re able to partake in it.” 

The Chiefs w ill wear throw­
back jerseys as part o f the fun.

“ I  haven't seen them yet," 
said Barath with a chuckle. “ I t ’s 
kind o f their thing. I  let them 
design it, and they’re going to 
be jerseys that they get to keep 
at the end of the year.

“So I  le t them design what 
they wanted on them. I ’m curi­
ous to see them.”

The uniforms w ill harken to 
the past, but the experience of 
playing at Comerica Park w ill 
be something these high school 
kids w ill never forget.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
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Vets poised to be 
Salem catalysts

But Rocks also feature 

plenty of younger talent

Once again, Salem’s varsi­
ty  boys swim and dive team 
features plenty o f experi­
enced athletes who w ill lead 
in the pool and help bring 
along newcomers into more 
prominent roles.

A t least, that’s how veteran 
Rocks head coach Chuck 
Olson envisions his 2013-14 
squad, which opens this 
weekend at the Eastern M ich­
igan University Relays.

Salem w ill look to make 
another run fo r the top in the 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association Central Division 
and Kensington Conference, 
with a nucleus o f 20 athletes 
bolstered by another 26 look­
ing to make their mark.

At the top o f the lis t for 
Salem are senior co-captains 
and 2012-13 state qualifiers 
Matt Pairitz and Jason Basa- 
nese.

“Pairitz and Basanese 
were sprint freestylers at the 
(Division 1) state meet last 
year," noted Olson, in a re­
cent email to the Observer. 
“ And they w ill be there 
again.”

That duo won’t be alone as

fa r as scoring plenty o f points 
across the board fo r Salem.

Olson listed 18 others ex­
pected to be “ major contrib­
utors fo r a successful sea­
son.”

Russ Sharpe, Andrew 
Schwank, Peter Merenda and 
Franco Papp are other sen­
iors w ith plenty o f ta lent and 
experience in various events.

Patrick Casey (100 back­
stroke), M att Chin and Bran- 
din Yee (each 100 breast­
stroke) are just a few o f Sa­
lem’s solid jun ior class.

Other juniors ready to help 
the cause include freestylers 
N ick Fomalewicz, Brian 
Kuang, Greg Payne and Nick 
Marion, along w ith Brendan 
Wellman (100 butterfly, 100 
backstroke).

Sophomore Charles L iu  is 
good to go in “ all strokes,” 
Olson said.

Diver M ike Falzon and 
freestylers M att Croop and 
Brendan Casey are other key 
lOth-graders on the roster.

Meanwhile, two versatile 
freshmen (Phil Conlingwood 
and Noah Fleming) look 
poised to jump right into the

Following the EMU Re­
lays, Salem is idle until host­
ing the annual Rock Kilgore 
Invite on Saturday, Jan. 4.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
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called against his team late in 
the th ird period that led to the 
equalizer.

"That’s one play, games 
never come down to one play,” 
Ossenmacher stressed. “ I t ’s an 
unfortunate play, but the reali­
ty  is we should never put us in 
a position to even go to over­
time.

“We had enough opportuni­
ties to put away the game early 
and we didn’t and that’s what

Sealy cashes in
Following a scoreless firs t 

period, featuring solid play by 
Phillips and his Woodhaven 
counterpart senior Trevor 
Monaco (27 saves fo r the 
night), Sealy went to work to 
open the second.

Just 1:31 into the frame Sea­
ly  took a pass from  senior line- 
mate and co-captain Jack D ris­
coll, spun around between the 
circles and snapped a shot into 
the top le ft comer fo r the 
game’s firs t tally.

About three minutes later, 
Sealy muscled his way from 
behind the Woodhaven net, 
leaving two Warriors D-men 
behind. Sealy subsequently 
walked in fron t of Monaco and 
h it the target. Assisting were 
senior forwards Jason Newel 
and Steven Homrich.

“ Seals (showed) his ability 
to slow down the game the firs t 
five minutes o f the second 
period when we went up by a 
couple, he’s so heavy on the 
puck,”  Ossenmacher said. 
“When he gets the puck on his 
team it's going to take at least 
two guys to get the puck o ff his 
stick.”

Woodhaven sliced that lead 
to 2-1 w ith 6:31 le ft in the sec­
ond when senior forward Brett 
Gomolak's wrister from the 
le ft circle beat Phillips high to 
the glove side. Assisting was 
junior forward Nick Young- 
heim.

Salem regained a two-goal 
spread thanks to the persis­
tence of jun ior forward Noah 
W ilier w ith 3:22 remaining in 
the second.

W ilier jammed in his own 
rebound at the right post. 
Drawing the assists were ju ­
nior forward Rich Corso and 
junior defenseman Nate West.

That lead stayed the same 
for nearly nine minutes o f the 
th ird period, thanks to excel­
lent work between the pipes by 
Phillips (16 saves). He stopped

Carrying the puck Wednesday 
night is senior forward Steven 
Homrich (No. 14). brian quintos

Moore cold on a breakaway.
“ He (Phillips) played well, 

fo r his f irs t game," Ossen­
macher said. “ He hasn’t played 
a game since who knows when 
in October sometime. I  thought 
he stepped in and did a good 
job, I don’t th ink any o f those 
goals (were) his fault. He bat­
tled hard.”

The Warriors fina lly closed 
the gap to 3-2 w ith 8:21 to play 
in regulation when a screen 
shot by sophomore forward 
Jon Szczepaniak found the 
mark. Collecting assists were 
Moore and sophomore defense­
man Kyle Moran.

Salem later k illed o ff a pen­
alty, narrowly missing a short- 
handed goal when Monaco 
stymied an end-to-end rush by 
Driscoll.

“ I  thought Jack played pret­
ty  well tonight, especially there 
at the end when he went to the 
net hard,”  Ossenmacher said.

Yet 15 seconds after return­
ing to fu ll strength, the Rocks 
were called fo r another minor 
infraction. This time, they 
could not hold back the War­
riors as Moore’s point shot h it a 
skate and caromed to Holland, 
who banged the puck in from 
near the le ft post.

In  the f irs t minute o f over­
time, Driscoll’s blast from  the 
right circle was turned aside 
by Monaco fo r Salem’s best 
chance of the extra session.

S poiler a le rt
Then came the Woodhaven 

winner, spoiling what fo r the 
most part was a solid effort by 
the Rocks.

“These types o f games,” 
Ossenmacher said, “you hope 
in the end o f the season they’re 
the type o f experiences you 
can re ly on to be better pre­
pared to w in tight hockey 
games in the playoffs.”

The Warriors showed they 
still have a formidable squad, 
despite losing 12 players to 
graduation.

“ When you lose focus, the 
details o f the game catch up,”  
Ossenmacher noted. "What 
happens is one little  mistake 
against a good hockey team — 
Woodhaven’s a good team, 
they’re a young team but 
they’re good — they're going to 
beat you.

“ And so, we have to realize 
that. Mistakes that are made in 
practice they translate into 
games and we got caught to­
night.”

As fo r Salem’s depleted 
lineup, Ossenmacher said he 
hoped to begin getting players 
back as soon as this weekend 
w ith a fu ll bench expected for 
the campus riva lry  game 
against Plymouth set fo r 8:30 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 20 at Ply­
mouth Cultural Center.

NORTHVILLE 2, CANTON 1: 
Wednesday night at Arctic 
Edge Arena in Canton, the 
Mustangs edged the Chiefs in a 
KLAA contest. Scoring fo r 
Canton was K u rt Snow on the 
power play, assisted by Cooper 
Rice and Hunter Schlampp.

Answering fo r Northville 
were N ick Stegmeyer (on the 
power play) and Buster White.

Northville goalie Jeremy 
Onofrio stopped 19 o f 20 Can­
ton shots as he kept the Chiefs 
from  forcing overtime.

PLYMOUTH 5, FRANKLIN 1: 
In a KLAA South Division 
game Wednesday, the Wildcats 
(3-2,2-2) downed host Livonia 
Franklin (2-4,0-2) thanks to 
three second-period goals at 
Eddie Edgar Arena.

Plymouth’s Charlie Super- 
nois scored from  Ben Chafin 
just 35 seconds into the game. 
The Wildcats led 1-0 after one 
period w ith a 10-6 shot advan­
tage as the Patriots failed to 
capitalize on a fourth-minute 
power play after a double mi­
nor to Zak Fadden.

The Wildcats then scored 
three times in the second -  
John VanDenBeurgeury (from 
Kyle Melnick and Ben Chafin 
at 219); Josh Smith on a power 
play (from Zach Thvierne and 
VanDenBeurgeury at 4:09); and 
Alex Bump (from Supernois at 
11:25).

Corey Ferrier netted his 
firs t o f the year with 54 sec­
onds le ft in the second from 
Dylan Smith and freshman 
Kolby Dewhirst to give to give 
Franklin hope going into the 
final period despite being out- 
shot 15-5.

But Smith notched his sec­
ond o f the game with only 6:20 
remaining from VanDenBeur­
geury to close out the scoring.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL

Madonna trio earn NAIA All-America honors
Three Madonna University 

players were named to Mon­
day to a pair of NAIA All- 
America teams recognized by 
the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association as well as 
Thchikara.

Seniors Emilie Freeman 
(Livonia/Lutheran High West­
land) and Evia Prieditis (M il­

ford) were tabbed by both 
groups to their respective 
All-America f irs t teams, while 
fe llow senior Stacey Catalano 
(Utica Eisenhower) was named 
to the honorable mention by 
both organizations.

MU has now had a player 
selected to an All-America 
team 46 times in the 27-year

history o f the program.
Freeman -  who was a fina l­

ist fo r NAIA National Player of 
the Year -  saved her best sea­
son fo r last, leading the WHAC 
in total k ills  (551), kills  per set 
(3.9), blocks (166) and blocks 
per set (1.2).

Freeman earned AVCA 
Region Player o f the Year and

WHAC Player o f the Year hon­
ors this season.

For Prieditis, 2013 marks 
the second straight season she 
was named to an All-America 
team as MU’s setter earning 
second-team honors from both 
groups in 2012.

The 2013 WHAC Setter of 
the Year (a repeat award from

2010 and 2012), Prieditis closed 
her career by leading the con­
ference and ranking fourth 
nationally in assists per set 
(11.39). She also paced the 
WHAC fo r the th ird time in her 
four years in total assists 
(1,629), which ranked her fifth  
nationally in 2013.



PREP W RESTLING QU A D  MEET

’Cats take down Fenton, Woodhaven
It's  looking like Plymouth’s 

core of wrestlers from last 
season are picking up right 
where they le ft off.

The Wildcats’ lineup featur­
ing five wrestlers who are still 
undefeated fo r the season 
steamrolled over Fenton (75-6) 
and Woodhaven (44-20) in a 
quad meet Wednesday night at 
Plymouth High School.

That quintet of Brandon 
Harris (112), Mo Youssef (119), 
Jon Conn (145), Hussein Yous­
sef (171) and Joey Shaer (160) 
have each collected at least six 
victories so far this young 
season, said Plymouth head 
coach Quinn Guernsey.

But others also were strong 
throughout the quad meet. 
Others who defeated oppo­
nents in both duals included 
Nourdeen Hussini (125), Dylan 
Dwyer (130), Daniel Aheam 
(135), Sofus Nielson (152), Sam 
Campbell and heavyweight 
Michael Jordan.

“ In all it  was a good night of 
wrestling fo r Plymouth," 
Guernsey noted. “ A lot of guys 
looked good in their matches. 
Nourdeen stepped up fo r us 
and was a little  nervous at the 
start but wrestled two great 
matches.

“ Sofus and Hussein both got 
great wins against quality 
opponents, they are wrestling 
really well right now.”

Guernsey said the firs t 
match of the Fenton dual was 
one of the most entertaining as 
Plymouth sophomore Collin 
Reed engaged in a back-and- 
fo rth tussle against Fenton 
senior Norman Golden before 
pinning him in 3:17.

Hussini, in his firs t varsity

match, was asked to f i l l  in at 
125 and he met the challenge 
w ith a second period fall 
against Jake Church to build 
Plymouth’s lead to 24-0.

The Wildcats then snapped 
o ff eight more wins in a row, 
the last being a th rille r be­
tween Plymouth senior Tarek 
Tamimi and Fenton’s Justin 
H ill at 189. Thmimi earned a 
16-10 decision to up the lead to 
69-0 before 215-pounder Scott 
Becker pinned Plymouth's 
R icky Burke in 2:13 for the 
home team’s lone blemish of 
the dual.

Plymouth followed that up 
admirably against the more- 
experienced Warriors, going 
up 17-0 by winning the firs t 
five bouts.

Guernsey said the 152 
matchup between regional 
qualifiers Nielson and Jarod 
Ammons was top-notch all the 
way (a 4-0 w in by Nielson, who 
wrestled well from the top 
position) w ith another quality 
cotest at 171 between Hussein 
Youssef and Justin Patton. 
Youssef pinned Patton in the 
second period.

A fte r wrestling Saturday at 
the Wayne County Champi­
onships at Wyandotte Roose­
velt, the Wildcats w ill host 
another quad 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday (against No. 3 Har- 
tland and Howell; also compet­
ing, but not against Plymouth, 
w ill be Canton).

Sp lit fo r  Rocks
Despite not having several 

wrestlers available, requiring 
Salem head coach Pete Israel 
to shuffle the lineup, the Rocks 
competed well in earning a 1-1

Plymouth's Nourdeen Hussini (top) finishes pinning Fenton's Tyle Rice 
during Wednesday's quad meet, rob shaver

split at the Plymouth-hosted 
quad meet.

Salem (5-2 overall) bested 
Fenton (45-27) before fa lling 
50-23 to Woodhaven.

Winning both o f their 
matches were Cameron 
Shaughnessy (119), Bruce Has- 
l i t t  (135), M itchell Gross (215) 
and co-captains Hamad Abed 
(145) and Connor Thornbury 
(171).

“ I  was happy with the guys 
that made pins, got the extra 
points fo r a major decisions 
and those that had tech fa lls," 
Israel said. "Every match you 
have to be looking fo r those 
extra points and most o f the 
2-0 guys did just that.

“ I  was pleased to see Thorn­
bury pull out an OT win. Today 
he believed in himself and his 
conditioning.”

Israel cited the efforts of 
Peter Bushaw (152) and Has- 
litt, younger wrestlers making 
a successful transition from

Nomun Golden, 3:17; 112: Brandon Hards (P) won . , . .1 125 l; , •• ..H .v r.IPlo I»1«
Rite 2:55; 130: Dylan Dwyer (PI p. lake Church, 2:11; 
Sterling Sthiftar (P) p. Josh Tousley, 230,145: 
Jonathan Conn (P) p Shae Parson. 4:35; 152: Solus 
Nielson (P| p Brendan Ihompson. 1:37; 160: Joseph 
Shaver (P) won by void; 171: Hussein Youssef (P) p 
Jack Andersen. 2:40; IB"' ,-~1' m---

Mason McCormick, 1:V

Deo. 11 at Plymouth
: Golden (F) pinned Akashdeed Rat 231; 119: 
on Shaughnessy (Salem) won by major 
>n over Putman, 16-7; 125: Kent Woody (SI p 
19,130: Mitch Rosinski (SI p Church. 1:50; 
Sruce Haslin (SI p Parks, 0:30; 140: Tousley (F)

the Salem feeder team to high 
school.

"Cameron (Shaughnessy) 
also had a good day, he just 
needs to continue to work hard 
and good things w ill happen 
for him,”  the coach added.

Chiefs clipped
Although host Canton 

dropped Wednesday’s dual 
meet to New Boston-Huron, 
52-18, elite wrestlers Ben Grif­
fin  and Alec Pantaleo each 
came up big.

G riffin  pinned Roger Mad­
dux in 1:01 to give the Chiefs 
their firs t points of the dual 
while Pantaleo scored five 
points w ith his 21-4 technical 
fa ll over Andrew Cholette.

Also victorious fo r Canton 
were IV  Jasman at 140 (a 13-1 
major decision over Joseph 
Cox) and Victor V illarin i at 145 
(a hard-fought 8-7 decision 
over Jason Shulaw).

p Tayler Bom, 1:13; 171: Connor 
lill (FI dec Roy Foster, 16-15; 215:

Dec 11 at Plymouth 
103 pounds: Xavier Graham (Woodhaven) won 

by forfeit; 112: Jacob Emery (W) pinned Ra: 1:11; 
119: Shaughnessy (S) dedsioned Bradley Janes 15-1 
125: Hunter Grasso (W) p Woody, 1:S ■

Courtney (W) p Bom, 5:34; 171: Thornbury (S) wo

vin Dozier (W) won by forfeit 
NEW BOSTON-HURON 52

on by major decnrsn over Justin Winnie; 19-

. .,----- 1 (O maj. dec Joseph Cox, 13-1; 145:
Victor Villarini (C) dec Jason Shulaw, 8-7; 152: Alec 
Pantaleo (O won by tech fall over Andrew Cholene, 
900.21-4; 160: logan Ritchie (NBH) won by forfeit 
171: Riley Griffin (NBH) p Nicholas Durrxhet 1:39 
189: Bryce Thomas (NBH) p Kyle Schwieben, 332; 
215: Deion Copley (NBH) dec Ken Wooley, 5-2; 285: 
Jeffrey Henderson (NBH) p Andrew Blevins 900.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Plymouth undefeated; 
Chiefs notch 1st win
After Plymouth’s varsity 

girls basketball team spotted 
Grosse Pointe N orth with the 
firs t 10 points o f Thursday’s 
nonleague contest, the Wild­
cats’ seniors came to the 
rescue.

As a result, host Plymouth 
outlasted North 47-40 to im­
prove to 3-0 on the season. 
North dropped to 2-2.

Senior guard Kylie Robb 
and senior post Shelby Ches- 
ton keyed a 15-3 run (Robb 
scored 10 first-half points 
and 11 fo r the night) to l i f t  
the Wildcats to a 25-21 lead 
late in the firs t half.

Then reserve jun io r point 
guard Courtney LaVallee 
made a valuable contribu­
tion. She connected on a deep 
three at the buzzer to end the 
half and scored her f irs t 
points o f the season, upping 
that advantage to 28-21.

To the dismay o f Wildcats 
head coach Nick Brandon, 
his team got o f f to a slow 
start in the th ird  quarter 
giving up three consecutive 
buckets to slice Plymouth’s 
edge to 28-27.

That’s where senior wing 
Jada Woody (13 points) came 
to the forefront, scoring five 
o f her points in the frame.

In  the fourth, Plymouth 
h it six o f eight free throws 
(two each by Cheston, and 
junior post Patti Begoske) to 
seal the victory.

Also playing well in the 
second half was junior wing 
Kendall Rose, w ith six 
boards and five points.

Cheston led the Wildcats 
on the glass, w ith nine re­
bounds, along w ith three 
blocks, to go w ith her 10 
points.

Brandon lamented his 
team not being sharp at the 
start o f the contest and to 
open the second half

Brandon praised his 
team’s depth, prim arily La­
Vallee, Begoske and Rose.

CANTON 36, DIVINE 
CHILD 25: Canton (1-2) got in 
the v ictory column w ith F ri­
day’s comeback win thanks 
to a 11-0 run in the th ird to go 
up 23-18.

Senior guard Rachel Win­
ters scored nine o f her 11 
points in the second half. 
Scoring 14 fo r the Chiefs was 
senior Paige Aresco while 
senior Taylor Hunley added 
six.

Others coming up big 
included Natalie Winters (six 
steals), Alanna Brown (six 
rebounds) and senior Shan­
non Perry — who scored two 
points in her f irs t varsity 
game since inju ring a knee 
during last season’s playoffs.

“ She (Perry) gave us some 
huge minutes in the th ird 
quarter to help us get going 
and her leadership was out­
standing," Samulski said.

quartet thenpadded that edge to 18-7 at 
halftime. Only in the third (when Brighton hel*
■We played a really strong tost h 
niann saH?°'lhey made a run at

PO W ER  DUO
Continued from Page B1

the lane fo r layups or connect­
ing on short-range jumpers.

Also big in  key spots was 
Taylor, who muscled inside for 
a three-point play late in the 
th ird, which ended with Canton 
holding on 39-37.

Salem had another surge 
early in the fourth, however, 
building a 46-41 lead w ith 6:15 
remaining fo llowing a coast-to- 
coast layup by Lenders and a 
three-point play by jun ior fo r­
ward Allante Wheeler.

Canton came right back, 
however, with Winningham’s 
trey from  the le ft corner c ir­
cling the rim  before dropping 
through to make it a 46-44 
Salem advantage.

Nobles’ biggest bucket of 
the night was a trey from  the 
right flank w ith two minutes 
remaining in the game to give 
Canton a 55-54 lead that the 
Chiefs would not relinquish.

Brady Cole’s layup made it 
57-56 w ith 1:41 left, but he 
missed the and-one foul shot 
that would have tied the game. 
Thylor’s putback padded the 
Canton lead to three w ith 45 
seconds to go.

Conversely, Brodie said his 
team lacked the intensity that 
helped Salem defeat Ann A r­
bor Skyline in Tiesday’s sea­
son opener.

I t  also didn’t help that the 
Rocks had a tough time scor­
ing, making just 14 o f 31 free- 
throw attempts and hitting just 
19 o f 60 shots from  the floor.

“We played one game w ith a 
lot o f intensity, we ran the floor 
well, we got a lot of fast-break 
baskets,”  Brodie said. ‘"Ibnight 
we didn’t  run as well and we 
didn’t  have as much intensity 
defensively.

"We didn’t  shoot the ball 
well, at all. That’s going to 
happen at times. But you can’t 
lack in the defensive end.”

Looking to snuff out this shot by Salem's Brady Cole (No. 23) are 
Canton's Logan Ryan (No. 30) and Jordan Nobles (No. 15). kathy hansen

Stepping up

Yet Brodie saw some good 
things, too. One player that 
caught his eye was Lenders, 
who sparked Salem’s 11-2 run 
(a personal eight-point run by 
Winfrey) early in the second to 
get the Rocks out o f an early 
hole.

Lenders scored a layup 
following his offensive re­
bound to cut Canton’s edge to 
15-13 in the firs t minute o f the 
second quarter.

By the midway point o f the 
frame, Salem had a shortlived
21-17 advantage and Lenders 
had plenty to do w ith that. Two 
more of his rebounds were 
cashed in by Winfrey.

And then Brady Cole set up 
Winfrey fo r a triple from  the 
corner.

“We never gave up,”  Brodie 
added. "We kept counterpunch- 
ing theirs, and we had a lot of 
players contribute o ff the 
bench and that makes me feel 
good early in the season.

"Everybody gets a little  b it 
of PT and we see who develops 
and and who steps up in a 
game like this.”

PLYMOUTH 48, D.H. AN­
NAPOLIS 45: Visiting Ply­
mouth improved to 2-0 thanks 
to a buzzer-beating trey by

Josh Reynolds.
“We came out o f a timeout, 

drew up a play for him to get 
the ball in the comer and he 
nailed it,”  Wildcats head coach 
Mike Soukup said.

Dishing the ball to Reynolds 
(nine points was Chris Walls.

Plymouth trailed 36-31 after 
three frames but stepped 
things up in time, Soukup said.

“ That’s a young team thing, 
we played a couple of good 
quarters and a couple of bad 
quarters," he said. “ That can 
be expected nightly o f us.”

Leading Plymouth w ith 18 
points was Randall Aikins 
while D eji Adebiyi chipped in 
w ith 10 points and 11 rebounds.

PCA 63, LANSING CHRIS­
TIAN 55: Plymouth Christian 
Academy's varsity boys bas­
ketball team won fo r the firs t 
time this season Thursday 
night.

Sparking the Eagles (1-1) 
were Daniel dipping (24 points,
14 rebounds) and Jacob Bailey 
(13 points).

“ Great win, the boys played 
hard from start to finish,” PCA 
head coach Dominique Wash­
ington said. "We sustained a 
nice run by Lansing Christian - j 
at the end o f the f irs t half and 
came out composed fo r the 
second half.”

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Huron Valley Lutheran registers convincing victory, 60-36
Thurston no match for 

Class D Hawks

By Ed Wright

I t  was b itter cold outside 
Thursday night, but nice and 
toasty in the Redford Thurston 
gymnasium -  especially when 
the Westland Huron Valley 
Lutheran girls basketball 
team’s pressure defense 
turned up the heat.

Fueled by a full-court zone 
press, the Hawks forced 26 
Thurston turnovers on the way 
to posting a 60-36 victory.

HVL improved to 2-1 while 
Thurston slipped to 0-4.

The winners' premier ball 
hawk was senior guard Sarah 
Setian, who registered six

steals to go with 12 points.
“We ran the court tonight 

better than we did in the firs t 
two games,”  said HVL coach 
Kris Ruth. “ Sarah did a nice 
job of leading our pressure up 
top. We need to work on play­
ing defense w ith our feet, but 
other than that I  thought the 
girls did a nice job.”

With four freshmen and one 
sophomore in the playing rota­
tion, and w ith just one senior 
on the roster, the Eagles are 
learning on the fly, so to speak.

“ I told the girls after the 
game that every time they 
step on the floor, I want to see 
them take a step forward,” 
said Thurston coach Bob Os- 
trowski. "Tonight, w ith the 26 
turnovers, we didn't take a 
step forward. We didn't neces­
sarily take a step back, either,

but we didn’t show improve­
ment.

“ We’re such a young team; 
games like tonight are going to 
happen. We just have to keep 
pushing and practicing hard. 
The g irls’ e ffort has been 
great. They’d run through a 
wall i f  we asked them to. But 
they need more experience."

Hawks junior forward Julie 
St. John led all scorers w ith 19 
points. St. John carved up the 
Eagles' interior defense with 
slicing drives and hustle-based 
put-backs.

Brooke Kuehn added 12 
points fo r the Class D Hawks.

Sydney Taylor had a huge 
night fo r the Eagles, chalking 
up 12 points, five steals, six 
rebounds and two assists. 
Megan Abela contributed five 
points and six rebounds for

Thurston.
HVL held a tenuous 13-10 

lead after the firs t quarter 
before expanding its cushion 
to 31-20 at the half.

“ We came unglued a little  
b it in the second quarter," 
Ostrowski observed. "They 
grabbed the momentum in the 
second quarter and never took 
their foot o f f the gas pedal."

HVL sealed the Eagles’ fate 
by opening the th ird quarter 
w ith a 10-2 run.

The Hawks canned six o f 13 
free throws. Thurston was just 
1 fo r 10 from the striple.

HVL launched an amazing 
72 shots, connecting on 27.

“ We’re good at taking a lot 
of shots,”  Ruth said, smiling, 
“but we have to get better at 
making them."

Huron Valley Lutheran's Sarah 
Setian (with ball) looks for inside 
position against Thurston, thomas
BEAUDOIN
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Dieting? Add seasonal produce 
to meals for topnotch health

TOPS Club Inc, the nonprofit weight­
less support group, offers its favorite picks 
fo r w inter fru its  and vegetables that are 
packed w ith nutrients and make it easier to 
avoid high-fat treats.

The organization suggests these foods to 
add dazzle to dinner in a healthy way:

» Look fo r squash in butternut, sweet 
dumpling, acorn, spaghetti, banana, Hub­
bard, and buttercup varieties. Surprisingly, 
the rich  taste o f w inter squash contains 
only 80 calories per cup. W inter squash is a 
source of complex carbohydrates and fiber, 
and also contains potassium, niacin, iron, 
v itamin C, folate, and cancer-fighting beta- 
carotene. TYy i t  baked, boiled, microwaved, 
sautded, or steamed. Squash halves can be 
baked as a boat containing fillings such as 
vegetable and bread stuffing or f ru it m ix­
tures. Squash can also be added to enhance 
pasta and rice dishes, adding extra fiber, 
vitamins, and minerals.

» Kale, a member o f the cabbage family, 
can be used as a stand-in fo r spinach or 
collard greens in many dishes. Bursting 
w ith nutrients, kale contains potassium, 
vitam in A, vitam in C, iron, calcium, and 
beta-carotene. Kale also has two grams of 
fillin g  protein in a serving. Look fo r dark- 
colored bunches o f kale and avoid brown or 
yellow leaves. I t  makes a delicious addition 
to smoothies, soups, stir-fries, casseroles, 
or even simply sautded as a side dish.

» Clementines are a refreshingly sweet 
variety o f mandarin orange often referred 
to as “seedless tangerines.”  They are much 
easier to peel than other citrus fru its  and 
are a good source o f vitam in C, potassium, 
fo lic  acid, and fiber. When picking out cle­
mentines, choose those that are slightly 
soft, blemish-free, strongly fragranced, 
and heavy fo r their size, meaning they’re 
fu ll o f juice. Peel the skin and eat the 
fru it’s segments or add them to sal­
ads.

»> Sweet potatoes, often 
mistakenly advertised as 
yams, can be substitut­
ed fo r regular pota­
toes, not only to 
add variety to 
menus, but 
to provide 
a healthi-

Sweet potatoes have almost twice the rec­
ommended daily allowance of vitam in A, 42 
percent of the RDA fo r vitamin C, and four 
times the RDA fo r beta-carotene compared 
to white potatoes. When eaten w ith the skin 
on, sweet potatoes have more fiber than 
oatmeal and carry a reasonable 130 to 160 
calories. And sweet potatoes digest slowly, 
causing a gradual rise in blood sugar so 
people feel satisfied longer.

» Pomegranates are known fo r their 
bright, ta rt taste and pinkish-red pulp and 
juice. They contain arils, which are fu ll of 
nutritious juice surrounding a small white 
crunchy seed. You can eat the entire aril, 
containing fiber-rich seeds, or spit them 
out. One glass of pomegranate juice con­
tains the same disease-fighting polyphenol 
content as four glasses o f cranberry juice 
or 10 cups o f green tea. They are an ideal 
source of potassium, vitam in C, and niacin. 
When buying a pomegranate, look for 
round, plump, and heavy fru it. The arils 
are tasty eaten raw or sprinkled over sal­
ads, oatmeal, yogurt, and fru it salad.

TOPS Club Inc promotes successful 
weight management w ith a "Real People. 
Real Weight Loss”  philosophy that com­
bines support from others at weekly chap­
te r meetings, healthy eating, regular exer­
cise, and wellness information. TOPS has 
about 150,000 members — male and 
female, age 7 and older — in thousands of 
chapters throughout the United States and 
Canada.

Visitors may attend their firs t TOPS 
meeting free o f charge. Membership is $28 
per year in the U.S., in  addition to chapter 
fees, lb  find a local chapter, view www.top- 
s.org or call 800-932-8677.
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Regional network aims to 
enhance stroke research

Nine hospitals in southeast 
Michigan have formed a network 
that w ill help researchers ad­
dress stroke prevention, treat­
ment and recovery. The new 
Michigan StrokeNet is one o f 25 
regional stroke networks across 
the nation.

The University 
o f Michigan health 
System’s Stroke 
Program is coor­
dinating the net­
work. Hospitals 
involved are Uni­
versity Hospital 
(U-M Health Sys­
tem), Ann Arbor;
St. Joseph Mercy 
Health System, Ann 
Arbor; St. Mary 
Mercy, Livonia;
DMC Detroit Re­
ceiving Hospital,
Detroit; DMC Har- Scott 
per University
Hospital, Detroit; DMC Rehabili­
tation Institute o f Michigan, 
Detroit; DMC Children's Hospi­
tal o f Michigan, Detroit; and C.S. 
M ott Children’s HospitEd (U-M 
Health System), Ann Arbor.

Philip Scott, M.D., and Devin 
Brown, M.D., o f U-M ’s Depart­
ment o f Emergency Medicine 
and Department o f Neurology 
serve as co-principal investiga­
tors.

U-M is already the home of 
the national clinical coordinating 
center o f the NIH-funded Neuro­
logical Emergencies TVeatment 
Trials network, which coordi­
nates studies on the emergency 
care o f a range o f brain-related 
issues.

“ The new system is intended 
to streamline stroke research, by 
centralizing approval and re­
view, lessening time and costs of 
clinical trials, and assembling a 
comprehensive data sharing 
system,”  said Petra Kaufmann, 
M.D., the associate director for 
clinical research at the National 
Institute o f Neurological Dis­
orders and Stroke.

NINDS, which w ill fund and 
manage the N IH  Stroke Trials 
Network — N IH  StrokeNet — 
has a history o f successful stroke 
clinical tria ls over the past 40 
years, leading to advances in 
treatment and prevention o f the

disease, including the firs t treat­
ment fo r acute stroke, an­
nounced in 1995.

Each of the 25 networks w ill 
receive infrastructure funding 
fo r research and education sup­
port, w ith $50,000 per year allo­
cated to train the next generation 
o f stroke clinical researchers.

N IH  StrokeNet investigators 
w ill propose, develop and con­
duct stroke protocols to be ad­
ministered within the network 
and train the future generation 
o f clinical researchers in stroke.

Im prov ing  c lin ical t r ia ls
The network concept evolved 

from  an NINDS planning effort 
in which stroke experts were 
asked what is most needed to 
reduce death and disability due 
to stroke in the United States. 
They called fo r a nationwide 
stroke network that would allow 
fo r a more seamless transition 
between early safety and effica­
cy tria ls and clinical trials.

“ Our goal fo r the N IH  Stroke 
Centers Network is to initiate 
four to five NINDS-funded ex­
ploratory Phase I  and I I  stroke 
clinical trials, and two to four 
Phase I I I  trials over the next five 
years. This is a major challenge 
which we believe the stroke 
research community w ill em­
brace,”  said Scott Janis, Ph.D., 
NINDS program director o f the 
N IH  StrokeNet.

A  stroke occurs when blood 
flow  to the brain is interrupted, 
causing brain cells in the imme­
diate area to die because they 
stop getting oxygen. Stroke can 
also occur when a vessel breaks 
and bleeds into the brain. The 
number o f new strokes reported 
each year is 795,000, making 
stroke the fourth leading cause 
o f death in the U.S.

For more information about 
stroke vis it stroke.nih.gov. For 
more information about stroke 
research and care at the U-M 
Health System, v isit 
www.uofmhealth.org/medical 
-services/stroke and for informa­
tion about participating in clin­
ical research studies at the U-M 
Health System, v isit www.um- 
clinicalstudies.org.

D ealing with Sports Injuries
T h e ra p y  o r  S u rg e ry ? ...T h a t is  th e  Q uestion . 

Ask A Garden City Hospital Health Expert
Playing organized sports is a great way for 
children and teens to improve social skills, build 
relationships and develop better overall physical 
coordination. However, as with any physical 
activity, there is always an increased risk for injury. 
Garden City Hospital’s D irector of Rehabilitation 
Therapy, Jennifer Holland, discusses the options 
for treating shoulder problems.

Q: Our son has suffered a p a rtia l rotator c u ff tear fro m  playing  
football. We’ve spoken to an orthopedic surgeon who recommends 
surgery as the best solution. Our fr ien ds  have encouraged us to try  
physical therapy before considering surgery. We’re not sure w hat 
to do. Can you shed some ligh t on the matter?

A: Your physician has received fo rm al tra in ing, has the most 
knowledge about your son’s personal situation and is the best 
resource fo r determ ining a course o f treatment. However, 
i f  you are not comfortable w ith  a diagnosis, I  always suggest 
getting a second opinion. In  the event you want to explore a more 
conservative alternative to surgery, you may want to tr y  physical 
therapy (PT) first. People w ith  smaller tears usually improve w ith 
physical therapy. In  some cases, patients have vastly improved 
w ith  a combination o f physical therapy and steroid injections. I f  
shoulder strength and function do not improve a fte r three to six 
months o f physical therapy, surg ical repair may be considered. 

The rotator c u ff is composed o f four muscles, each o f which has 
a tendon that attaches to the upper arm  bone. These tendons 
fo rm  a c u ff around the head o f the upper a rm  bone. The rotator 
cu ff tendons may tear as a result o f in ju ry , chronic over use, o r a 
combination o f both.

The treatment goals fo r a to rn rotator c u ff are to recover lost 
strength, improve the function o f the shoulder, and treat any 
underlying tendin itis. Conservative treatment is adequate in  the 
vast m ajority  o f cases, although younger athletes w ith  larger tears, 
pa rticu la rly  affecting the dominant arm , may be candidates for 
surg ical repair. Following shoulder surgery, your physician w ill 
determine a rehabilita tion plan fo r your unique situation.

I t ’s important to note that symptoms o f rotator cu ff tear often 
include pain and weakness o f the shoulder, although some people 
have few o r no symptoms. In  addition, the severity o f the tear does 
not necessarily correlate w ith the severity o f a person’s pain; in 
other words, a person w ith  a partia l tear may have severe pain while 
a person w ith  a complete tear may have little  o r no pain. However, i f  
le ft untreated, the condition and symptoms may worsen.

Cold w in te r  w eather o ften  has an in te ns ify in g  e ffec t on old sports 
in ju ries . There’s no need to su ffe r fro m  the chron ic  d iscom fort 
associated w ith  age o r  in ju ry . From  aquatic therapy to strength 
and conditioning, the Garden C ity  H osp ita l Center fo r Sports and 
R ehab ilita tion  o ffe rs  a complete series o f trea tm en t options fo r 
everyone and every issue. For m ore in fo rm a tion  o r  to make an 
appointm ent, v is it GCH.org o r  c a ll 877.717.WELL.

O bserver &  E ccentric 
= M E D IA

A GANNETT COMPANY



JOURNEY OF HOPE

COUPLE EMPOWERS AFRICAN TRIBE 
WITH FOOD, LITERACY PROJECTS

By Sidney R. Bonvallet

C louds of dust rolled over 
our vehicle as we pulled 
into the remote village of 

Bennde Mutale. We were in the 
homeland of the Venda people 
of South Africa, back to do the 
mission work we began more 
than a year ago in these five 
villages.

Helping Hands Touching 
Hearts, a 501(c)3 charity has 
served fo r five years w ith a 
mission to empower impover­
ished people through sustain­
ability with education, health 
and hope. Wayne, my husband, 
C.J. Christopher, my daughter, 
and I were here to build chick­
en coops, plant gardens, work 
with the schools and imple­
ment other projects to relieve 
the burden o f poverty that has 
gripped these people.

We made our way to the 
huts o f Aida and Humbilani 
Baloyi, where we would make 
our home fo r the next two 
months. I t  was a complex of 
two mud huts, called ronda- 
vels, a patio and fire  pit, a 
small rectangular building the 
fam ily occupied, an outdoor 
shower and outdoor toilets. 
Wayne and I stayed in one 
rondavel and C.J. stayed in the 
other just across the the patio 
from  us.

We culturally traveled at 
warp speed from  the 21st cen­
tu ry  back to the ancient ways 
o f life  in this small Venda v il­
lage. We very quickly learned 
to carry our water from the 
well, cook our food over an 
open fire  p it and cope w ith the 
lack o f modern technology. 
Although it was a little  difficu lt 
fo r an 83- and 73-year-old cou­
ple, we managed quite well. 
This was life  at the most basic 
level.

We discovered that the Ven­
da are a graceful and content­
ed people, in spite o f the harsh 
environment. The women gath­
er at the well to socialize while 
they draw water and together 
they go to the r ive r to wash 
their clothes. Women carry the 
wood and water fo r the family, 
cook meals and care fo r the 
children. The men farm, tend 
the goat and cattle herds, feed 
the chickens, build the mud 
huts and do the repairs.

There is an easy flow  to life 
and the sounds o f nature strike 
a prim itive harmonious tone. 
We reveled in the sounds o f the 
mourning dove, a distant lion 
roaring, roosters "waking the 
dead”  w ith their insistent 
crowing, children laughing and 
bells clanging.

Susta inable p rojects
C.J., Wayne and I revisited 

Gilbert Mbedzi, the principal 
o f Fhetani High School. When 
Mbedzi started, there was only 
a 44-percent graduation rate. 
He has consistently raised the 
bar until i t  is now at 92 per­
cent, but he w ill not be happy 
until it  is 100 percent. HHTH 
brought him the photocopier 
we promised last year, as well 
as a computer. Now he can go

A woman helps clean the school in the village.

Sidney Bonvallet, her husband, and daughter lived in these mud huts for two months while working with the Venda tribe.

to the nearest town with In­
ternet and download lessons, 
exams and teaching material 
to upgrade the children’s edu­
cational opportunities.

We soon learned there was 
no industry in this area o f 90- 
percent unemployment.
HHTH took on this challenge 
w ith several sustainable pro­
jects to l i f t  the hearts o f the 
Venda people in these villages. 
We bu ilt chicken coops fo r two 
villages and supplied laying 
hens to provide fresh eggs for 
the children. These two pro­
jects are already producing 
25-30 eggs each a day, which 
supplements the children’s 
poor diet. Another project was 
started w ith 60 baby chicks 
that have now grown to adult­
hood and w ill be laying soon.

Two gardens were planted, 
leading us to another exciting 
possibility. We found there 
were six men who wanted to 
grow a large garden fo r the 
community. HHTH believed in 
their dream and backed their 
project, which created six jobs 
in the village. They cleared 13 
acres o f thorn bushes and trees

by hand with saws, panga 
knives and axes. HHTH pro­
vided them w ith the equip­
ment, tools, seeds, water pump 
and fe rtilizer fo r their venture.

I t  did not take long fo r us to 
realize the harsh reality of 
AIDS as we worked in the 
villages. So many children are 
orphaned, w ith no one to care 
fo r them or supply their basic 
needs. HHTH identified the 
orphans who needed shoes, 
measured their feet and gave 
them each a new pair o f shoes.

Because malaria is s till a 
dangerous threat, we distrib­
uted 250 mosquito nets. One 
person dies every minute in 
this area o f A frica and these 
nets save precious lives.

When we drove away from 
the village fo r the last time, it 
was w ith a contented and 
grateful heart. We had in­
stalled so many sustainable 
projects that were up and run­
ning. The Venda people are 
w illing to work hard to im­
prove their lot in life. They 
want something better than 
poverty fo r their children and 
to get them the education that

Thompo, a young Venda tribe member, holds a baby chick

w ill create a whole new order.

Sidney Bonvallet of Farmington Hills 
is the founder and president of 
Helping Hands Touching Hearts. She

accepts donations for her work 
www.clotheavillagenow.com. F 
more information, call her at 
248-514-3022.

Donate to a ‘giving tree’ or pet food pantry this season
By Sharon Dargay

Staff Writer

Laura Zain tries to feed as 
many animals as she can with 
her Pantry 4 Paws Pet Food 
Assistance Program at Tail 
Wagger's 1990 in Livonia.

That includes pets that have 
been turned away fo r assis­
tance from other animal wel­
fare organizations.

" I  got a call from  a lady 
from M atrix Human Services. 
They have 40 senior citizens 
that own animals,”  said Zain, 
founder and director o f the 
nonprofit animal welfare 
group.

The seniors needed help 
feeding their pets, mostly larg­
er dogs, including p it bulls and 
rottweilers.

"A fte r being turned down 
by other organizations — that 
said they didn’t  have a food 
pantry — they turned to Tail 
Waggers. We made up tote 
bags fo r individual seniors, 
stuffed them and started a file 
on each one. I t  wiped us out of

PET PROJECTS
food, but how could we turn 
them away?”

Now Tail Wagger’s is look­
ing for a helping hand to re­
stock its shelves. The goal is to 
collect enough food so that 
dogs and cats in the communi­
ty  can have a little  something 
special under the tree during 
the holiday season. The organi­
zation accepts both dry and 
wet food fo r cats and dogs, and 
g ift cards to pet supply stores, 
Target and Walmart. I t  espe­

cially needs treats this month.
" I  te ll people (to buy) boxes 

o f M ilk  Bones,”  Zain said. " I 
stay away from  rawhide and 
s tu ff from  China.”

She prefers "main brand” 
popular cat and dog treats 
made in America, that are less 
likely to be recalled than their 
Chinese counterparts.

Zain said ’f t i l  Waggers pet 
food pantry feeds hundreds of 
animals, and distributes “ thou­
sands of pounds" o f food each 
month. Participants, who are 
struggling financially, may 
return for more food when 
their pet supplies run low. The 
pantry program aims to keep 
families and their pets togeth­
er during financially challeng­
ing times.

“ We base it on the honesty 
system fo r the most part. We 
write down what we give them, 
but we've never had a problem. 
I don’t  feel we’re ever being 
abused and makes it easy for 
us to continue wanting to give 
to the community.

"And we really hook these

people up. We don’t just give 
them a four-pound bag.. I  had a 
lady reach out to us, she was 
feeding her animals salami," 
said Zain, noting that the client 
was unemployed. “She cried 
when she saw how much cat 
litte r and food she was getting 
from us."

Tail Wagger’s is located at 
28402 Five Mile, at Harrison 
between Middlebelt and Ink­
ster Road. Food donations are 
accepted from  10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily.

Zain also encourages local 
businesses to collect food for 
the pantry program. Collection 
sites are given a sign, person­
alized flie r and bin, along with 
exposure on the Thil Wagger's 
website.

Families in need of pet food 
assistance can contact the Thil 
Wagger’s office at 734-855- 
4077 or email tailwag- 
gers.1990@yahoo.com.

Help ing  MHS
Canine College in Farming­

ton H ills is sponsoring its “ Giv­

ing TVee”  program fo r the 
second year to help the M ichi­
gan Humane Society care for 
homeless animals.

The Giving Tree is located 
in the lobby of Canine College 
at 23717 Research Drive, and is 
covered with ornaments made 
o f paper that feature a pho­
tograph of a homeless pet at 
the Michigan Humane Society 
Berman Center fo r Animal 
Care in Westland. Each orna­
ment also includes a wish list 
o f needed items.

Animal supporters can stop 
by, choose an ornament from 
the tree, buy the items on the 
wish list, place them in a holi­
day stocking and staple the 
ornament to the stocking. Then 
they return the g ift to Canine 
College fo r placement under 
the tree.

A ll holiday stockings must 
be returned to Canine College 
by Dec.18 fo r delivery to MHS 
on Dec. 20.

For more information, call 
248-427-8245.



Galas raise $1 million each for DIA, Alzheimer’s Association

roii»

A t  a time when De­
tro it and the De­
tro it Institute of 

A rts need the 
m unity support and dol­
lars to 
save our 
cultural 
institu- 
tioh, 800 
donors 
rallied to 
help 
raise $1 
m illion at 
the re­
cent DIA 
Night of
Illusion —— — —
Gala.

What was no illusion is 
that the $1 m illion was 30 
percent over the D IA ’s 
goal.

S till wracking your 
brain fo r the perfect 
holiday gift? A  D IA 
membership is just the 
ticket. Memberships 
start at $65 fo r individ­
uals, $60 fo r senior c iti­
zens, 62 and over, and 
$110 fo r families. For 
more information, call 
313-833-7971 or email 
membership@dia.org.

Local artis ts
Speaking o f art, The 

Birmingham Bloomfield 
A rt Center annual Shop & 
Champagne preview 
night was a fun evening 
o f mingling, strolling 
delicacies, bountiful 
bubbly and, of course, 
shopping fo r one-of-a- 
kind a rt including col­
o rfu l fiber scarves and 
hats, pottery, jewelry, 
sculptures, paintings, 
ornaments and stocking 
stuffers o f handmade 
soaps. The items, in­
cluding works by West­
land artist M ary Kema- 
han and Louise Malinow­
ski, a Bedford resident, 
w ill be Center's Gallery 
Shop through Dec. 21.

Local sponsor
I t  was a sweet ending 

to 2013 fo r the Greater 
Michigan Chapter o f the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 
The 29th annual Choco­
late Jubilee, held at the 
MGM Grand Hotel, was 
attended by more than 
750 patrons. The event,

GARDEN & 
NATURE 

CALENDAR
Jr. N a tu ra lis t

The Junior Naturalist 
club meets 10-11:30 a.m. 
the second Saturday of 
each month at Heritage 
Park, on Farmington 
Road, between 10 Mile 
and 11 M ile in Farming­
ton Hills. I t ’s fo r ages 
5-11 and is  a “ drop-off 
class.” Ibpics are animal 
tracking, Jan. 12,2014; 
owl prowl, Feb. 9,2014; 
maple sugaring, March 9, 
2014; signs o f spring, 
A p ril 13,2014; beginning 
birding, May 11,2014; and 
bug and wetland explora­
tion, June 8,2014. The fee 
is $10 per class in ad­
vance and $12 per class 
paid at the door. Register 
online at httpsJ/re- 
creg.fhgov.com. For 
more information, call 
248-477-1135.

M as te r G ardeners
Bob Bransky, amateur 

photographer, w ill talk 
about basic photographic 
techniques, lighting and 
hints fo r taking pho­
tographs, at the general 
membership meeting of 
the Master Gardeners of 
Western Wayne County, 
Jan. 2,2014, at the MSU 
Extension, 5454 Venoy, 
Wayne. Refreshments 
w ill be served at 6:30 
p.m.; meeting at 7 p.m. 
For more information, 
v is it mgwwc.org.

M a tth a e i Botanical 
Gardens

50 Shades o f Green 
exhibit runs through Jan. 
5 2014, at 1800 N.l Dix- 
boro Road, Ann Arbor, 
and includes flower dis­
plays, ideas fo r holiday 
tree decorating, art in­
spired by the color green 
and holiday items for 
sale in the garden store. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. daily; open until 8 
p.m. Wednesday. Closed 
Christmas Eve, Christ­
mas Day, New Year’s 
Eve. 734-647-7600

BBAC metalsmith student Louise Malinowski, who works 
with copper, brass and silver; volunteered at the BBAC 
Shop & Champagne preview evening. A Bedford resident,. 
Malinowski's work is also for sale at the BBAC Gallery 
Shop through Dec. 21.

Attending the Alzheimer's Association's Chocolate Jubilee, from were Taylor residents 
Eileen Vernor (left) and Geoffrey Drutchas and Scott Colburn Boots & Western Wear 
owners Marge Colburn of Farmington Hills and Sarah Colburn of Ferndale.

* *  m  pm

Westland resident Mary Kernahan has been a Metalsmith 
Instructor at the BBAC for eight years. Her jewelry was for 
sale at the BBAC Shop & Champagne and is also available 
for purchase at the BBAC Gallery Shop through Dec. 21.

combined w ith some 
major gifts, raised $1 
m illion fo r the organiza-

cially appropriate fo r 
Livonia-based corporate 
sponsor Scott Colburn 
Boots & Western Wear. Grand

Opening W he re
42126 Ford 
Canton. Ml

Celebrate Christmas! 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church

14175 Farmington Rd, Livonia
(Just north of I-9Q

Christmas Eve:
Spm Family Servk 

11pm CandleligM Servic
Resurrection Parish Chnstmas Day:

item Worship48755 Warren Rd., Canton, Ml 48187 
734-451
IgSMlTftCtlqnpatish.n

Tuesday, December 24th: Christmas Eve: 4 PM, 6 PM, 10 PM 
Wednesday, December 25th: Christmas Day: 10:30 AM 

Tuesday, December 31st:
nity of Mary Mother of God: 4:30 PM 

Wednesday, january 1st:
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God: 10:30 PM 

PLEASE NOTE: New Mass Times - All IntheChunhl 
PLEASE JOIN VS AS WE CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR'S BIRTHI

N o rth  C o ngregational C h u rch
36520 W. Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 
248/848-1750 northcongregationalchurch.org

Ntuibuhej U lu te dM dh cd i& t CkuKch
36500 Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia, M 

734.-422-0049 www.newburgumc.org
Sunday, December 22, 2013, 10:30
Worship, Special Music: “ Lessons and Carols CnAiA&MM. €vc-ScAvLCCi,

. -  Children/Family Friendly Service 
7:00 p.m. -  Festival Worshio, Communion and Candlelightluesday, D ecem ber 24, 2013, 7 :30 p 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
‘No Average Baby: What i f  God Was One o f Us?’

Lessons, Carols, Communion and Candlelight

JMCisa welcoming congreg 
Come as you are, just as you Ore - all are beloved children of Cod.Rev. Mary h. Biedron, Senior Minister

S T .  A N N E ' S  R O M A N  
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

Tridentine Latin Rite Mass 734-462-3200
38100 Five M ile  Road Livonia, M I 48154

One quarter mile West of Newburgh Road 

C h ris tm a s  M a s s  S c h e d u le 
Christmas Eve Confessions
Christmas Day Midnight Mass

Morning Mas 
Confessions

11:00-11:50 pm



Volunteers vital to 
therapy choir mission

During this holiday 
season, there is a 
great deal o f giv­

ing and receiving going 
on. I t  is a time to enjoy 
the good feelings associ­
ated w ith sharing gifts. 
Customs o f giving and 
receiving have been 
handed down through 
the ages.

With 2014 approach­
ing, i t  is a good time to 
tu rn our attention to 
volunteering. When we 
volunteer, we are giving 
the g ift o f ourselves. 
And, volunteering is not 
lim ited to a holiday 
season. I t  can be ongo­
ing. One wise man said. 
"There is nothing to 
make you like other 
human beings so much 
as doing things for 
them.”  The second wise 
man said, “ I  slept and 
dreamt that life  was joy. 
I  awoke and saw that 
life  was service. I acted. 
And behold, service was 
joy." And then the th ird 
wise man said: "Volun­
teering is like a paying 
job, only better. I t  is 
better because o f the 
generosity and focus on 

; others, rather than our­
selves."

The Bible tells us of 
Jesus Christ giving 
sight to the blind, life  to 
the dead, and much 
more — all free of 
charge! Some may be­
lieve that one person 
can't make a difference. 
I  say, think o f Mother 
Teresa who opened hos-

• pices fo r the dying. Or, 
think about how our

• Meals on Wheels pro­
gram began w ith one 
person taking a meal to 
a needy family, by bicy­
cle, in World War I.

V o lu n tee r Voices
Another opportunity 

fo r volunteerism, per­
haps less known, is The

challenges o f life.

Finnish Center Associa­
tion and calls the Finn­
ish Cultural Center in 
Farmington H ills  its 
home. It presents Finn­
ish and English chorale 
concerts. The group’s 
president, Eileen Yan-

The Volunteer Voices kee, and her colleagues
component o f TCM i 
available to any inter­
ested person, be they an 
able-bodied, or chal­
lenged. Good singing 
skills are not required. 
Volunteers can lend 
their voices or assist 
with many other tasks 
involved in maintaining 
and expanding TCM’s 
mission o f providing a 
therapeutic experience 
fo r its members and 
listening audiences 
through song.

Volunteer Voices 
members have included 
a member o f the Rock- 
ettes dance troupe, the 
director o f community 
programs at the Detroit 
Opera House, and the 
Royal Oak Police De­
partment’s chaplain, 
who also serves as 
TCM’s chaplain. Many 
citizens from near and 
far, all ages, continue to 
respond to TCM’s call 
for volunteers. There is 
a former member o f a 
barbershop singing 
group and the mothers 
o f young adults who 
struggle with Down 
syndrome, autism and 
related disabilities.

H elp ing  TCM
Recently, school chil­

dren from  St. Edith

frequently volunteer to 
sing with the Therapy 
Choirs of Michigan.
They have been beside 
the choir singing the 
national anthem at the 
Detroit Tiger Baseball 
game at Comerica Park 
and at TCM’s Annual 
Capitol Concert in Lan­
sing, which champions 
the cause o f people with 
disabilities.

TCM members, past 
and present, and Volun­
teer Voices w ill perform 
at a special event March 
5,2014 at the Capitol in 
Lansing. A t this event, a 
national proclamation 
w ill be issued declaring 
the firs t week o f March 
as Choir Therapy 
Awareness Week in the 
United States. Needless 
to say, the TCM mission 
would not be possible 
without the work of 
Volunteer Voices. Its 
members demonstrate 
time and again how 
volunteerism involves 
giving and receiving. 
Everybody wins. This 
generates resiliency, 
which is a key compo­
nent in  mental health.

Resources
» www.volunteercon- 

nections.com.
» Call 248478-6639

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
Send holiday enter­

tainment items to Sharon 
Dargay at sdar- 
gay@hometownlife.com.
Send photos as jpg at­
tachments.
COMEDY

GO! COMEDY

Time/Date: 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, 
through Dec. 21

Location: 261E. Nine 
Mile, Ferndale

Details: The Worst 
Noel, the fifth  annual 
holiday sketch revue.
Tickets are $15 Thursday,
$20 Friday and Saturday, 
available at gocomedy- 
.net

Also playing: Frosty,
10 p.m. Dec. 19, is an 
original late night show 
about Frosty the Snow­
man who returns to the 
town o f Armonk from the MUSEUM 
North Pole to find the 
children he once knew 
have grown up and are 
home from college.
Tickets are $10.

Contact: 248-327-0575 
FILM

man, Garden City 
Details: View a col­

lection of more than 200 
Santa Claus figures 

Contact: 734-838-0650 
GREENMEAD

Time/Date: 14 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 22 

Location: At Eight 
Mile and Newburgh in 
Livonia

Details: Tours o f the 
village buildings, which 
w ill be decorated fo r the 
holidays

Contact: 248477-8568 
PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL

School participated w ith for information about
the choir’s holiday con- * • - -« — !-» .* -----------
cert at the Sanctuary at 
V illa Marie, Livonia.
Others, often anony­
mously, volunteer by 
helping w ith choir 
robes, transportation 
and, sometimes simply 
turning the page o f a

Therapy Choirs of Mich- song book fo r a person 
igan’s Volunteer Voices who needs help. Audi-
in Farmington Hills.
TCM is a unique, a cap-

types o f disabilities 
' such as: traumatic brain 

injury, developmental 
-disabilities, mental 
health problems, and 

-associated traumatic

listening. A ll shows are 
free donations are 
greatly appreciated.

The Finnish Amer­
ican Singers o f M ichi­
gan is sponsored by the

the Finnish American 
Singers.

» Visit TCM’s web­
site: www.therapychoir- 
s.org.

Len McCulloch is a
Diplomate of The American 
Psychotherapy Association. 
He is credentialed in mental 

health, brain injury, 
addictions, traumatic stress 

and social work. He is a 
volunteer member of the 

American Red Cross Mental 
Health Disaster Team. His 

column. Our Mental Health, 
is archived at 

wwwfarmlib.org. McCulloch
' id atin be re 

248-476-9329.

PENN THEATRE

Time/Date: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 19, and 7 
p.m. and 9:05 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 20

Location: 760 Penni- 
man Ave., Plymouth 

Details: A Christmas 
Story; $3 admission 

Coming up: The Polar 
Express, 4:45 p.m. and 7 
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Dec. 21-22

Contact: 734453-0870; 
www.penntheatre.com 
REDFORD THEATRE

Time/Date: 14 p.m. 
Wednesday, Friday-Sun- 
day, through Jan. 19,2014 

Location: 155 S. Main, 
Plymouth

Details: A Red Ryder 
Christmas Story is an 
exhibit based on the film , 
A Christmas Story. The 
museum is filled with 
vignettes o f scenes from 
the movie, including the 
infamous leg lamp and 
Flick’s tongue getting 
stuck to the flag pole. 
Admission is $5 for 
adults and $2 fo r ages 
6-17

Contact: 734455-8940 
LIGHTS

LIGHTFEST

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. 
nightly through Dec. 31, 

Time/Date: 8 p.m. Dec. excluding Dec. 25
■  J ° —  Location: Along Hines20 and 2 p.m. and 8 p.

Dec. 21
Location: 17360 Lahs- 

er, north o f Grand River 
Avenue, Detroit

Details: White Christ­
mas; tickets $5. Bring 
your camera to get a 
photo with Santa. Dona­
tions o f nonperishable 
food items w ill be accept­
ed fo r St. Christine Food 
Pantry.

Contact: 313-537-2560 
HISTORICAL

GARDEN CITY MUSEUM

Time/Date: Noon-3 
p.m. Wednesday and 
Saturday, through Dec. 
28

Location: 6221 M erri-

Drive. Enter at 7651 Mer- 
riman, in Westland 

Details: See 45 giant 
animated light displays 
along more than four 
miles o f Hines Drive. $5 
per vehicle

Contact: 734-261-1990 
WILD LIGHTS

Time/Date: 5:30-9 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and 
Sunday, and 5:30-10 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 
13-15,20-23,26-30; and 
Jan. 2-5,2014

Location: Detroit Zoo, 
Woodward Ave., <
1-696 service drive, Royal Canton

mington and Newburgh, 
Farmington Hills

Details: The Finnish- 
American Singers of 
Michigan present “ A 
Musical Christmas Card” 
featuring carols and 
other seasonal favorites. 
Admission is $10 for 
adults, over 12; $5 for 
youth, 5-12; and free for 
children under 5. Price 
includes luncheon

Contact: 248478-6939 
SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 16

Location: VisTaTech 
Center on the main cam­
pus, located on Haggerty, 
between Six M ile and 
Seven M ile, Livonia 

Details:: Jazz En­
semble and Jazz Improvi­
sation Combo present 
Winter Wonderland Con­
cert, featuring both large 
and small jazz groups 
performing traditional, 
contemporary, and holi­
day jazz arrangements. 
Admission is free, al­
though donations w ill be 
accepted.

Coming up: The 
Schoolcraft College mu­
sic ensembles, including 
the Choral Union, Syn­
thesizer Ensemble and 
Wind Ensemble, w ill 
present a special holiday 
concert at 7:30 p.m. Tbes- 
day, Dec. 17, in the VisTa­
Tech Center. The concert 
is free, although dona­
tions w ill be accepted 

Contact: www.school- 
craft.edu
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA

Time/Date: 14 p.m. 
Location: Petco, 45725 

Warren Road, Westland 
Details: Pets pose for 

a photo with Santa and 
receive goodies. Pet own­
ers pay $8.95 and receive 
a 4- by 6-inch photo of 
their pet w ith Santa, 
along w ith a keepsake 
frame. Proceeds help Tail 
Wagger’s 1990 in  Livonia 
and the Petco Foundation 

Contact: 734-641-8422 
THEATER

SPOTUGHT ON YOUTH

Time/Date: 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15 

Location: Village 
Theater at Cherry H ill, 
50400 Cherry H ill Road,

oeobits@ hometownlife

ay paper • Wednesday. 9:45
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M ay you f in d  peace in this time o f  sorrow.

S S  &  K !
Debra Lynn Ray. five

Oak
Details: More than 

two m illion twinkling 
LED lights adorn build­
ings, animal sculptures 
and trees on a half-mile 
tra il through the front of 
the zoo. Tickets are $8 
per person in advance 
and $10 at the gate fo r 
ages 2 and up (under 2 
free); parking is $5 per 
car. Buy tickets at the 
Detroit Zoo main admis­
sions or online at http:// 
www.detroitzoo.org/ 
events/wild-lights. They 

available at

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 21

Location: 1526 Broad­
way, Detroit 

VJlouuolv„ Details: Too Hot to 
Pershing High Handel features a jazz

..................  gospel version o f The
Messiah. Tickets are 

35 $20-$68.
Contact. michiganop- 

Dc- era.org 
Dc- FINNISH CULTURAL 
one CENTER

Time/Date: 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15 

Location: 35200 W. 
Eight Mile, between Far-

Details: A Wonderful 
World o f Christmas tells 
the story of Billy, who 
believes in Santa Claus 
but his sister doesn’t. 
When a mysterious, mag­
ical postman shows up to 
personally deliver Billy's 
letter to the North Pole, 
he invites the siblings to 
go w ith him. Tickets are 
$10, available at the door 
or online at www.canton- 
mi.org/villagetheater.

Contact: 248-719-3637; 
soy@mi.rr.com 
TWO MUSES THEATRE

Time/Date: 2 p.m. Dec. 
15,21-22 fo r 'Twas the 
Night Before Christmas;
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Dec. 20-21, and 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15 and 22, 
fo r Every Christmas 
Story Ever Ib id  (And 
Then Some)

Location: Barnes & 
Noble Bookseller, 6800 
Orchard Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield

Details: The theater 
presents two plays, one a 
matinee for families and 
the other, a madcap re­
telling of traditional holi­
day stories at evening 
performances. Tickets 
range from $10-$25.

Contact: 248-850-9919; 
www.twomusestheatre- 
.org

Rotary's pancake breakfast a success
The Rotary Club of Horton’s, Trader Joe's, 

Berkley hosted its annual Buddy's Pizza, New York

3  ^

pancake fundraiser i 
early November and 
raised $9,700 at the

Proceeds from the 
fundraiser, which was 
attended by more than 
450 people, w ill be used 
to benefit the Club’s “No 
Place fo r Hate" antibul- 
ly ing project w ith the 
Berkley Public Schools 
and other Rotary causes.

“This year's fundrais­
er was one of our best,”  
said Charlie Glogower, 
fundraiser chairman. "I 
would like to thank all of 
the area businesses and 
restaurants that support­
ed the event."

Alex’s of Berkley, Tim

Bagel, Busch’s Market, 
Vinsetta Garage, Bagger 
Dave's, Sila’s Italian Din­
ing & Pizzeria, Sidney 
Bogg’s Sweet Essentials 
all donated in support of 
the event.

A t its meeting on Nov. 
25, the Rotary Club of 
Berkley approved donat­
ing $1,000 to Shelter Box. 
Funds w ill be used to 
advance Shelter Box’s 
efforts to deliver boxes 
of aid to those who need 
it most following natural 
and other disasters.

The club also donated 
$100 to the Red Cross for 
its re lie f work in the 
Philippines.



sin us Christmas Eve 
4:00 - 7:00 - 11:00pm

C hristm as Eve
in the V illage

Candlelit Sanctuary Harp Cello

^ g W A R D
l l l l l  CHURCH 

C H RISTM AS EVE SERVICES
4:00 p.m. | 5:30 p.m. | 7:00 p.m.

Find out more online at 
www.wardchurch.org

40000 SDCMIIE ROAD I NORTHVIUE. Ml I 12481 374-740

IrHends of Unity
774 North SJwldon Road

'Mm WarS Kt-r

Friday Night Lights Presents

Si C/ti/h/WkM L, Oi’fAm

FREE tickets will be 
lilable at the Palladium ̂

C hnsln ias Eve -  D ecem ber 24

1589 Wesl Maple Road 
Bimiinsham. Ml 48009 

248-646-1200 
fumcbinningham.org

m

First United 
Methodist Church

S t John’s 
Episcopal Church 

of W estland 

COM E H OM E FOR C H R IS TM A S

December24, 2013
The Vigil Mass o f Christmas 6:00pm
The Solemn High Mass o f the Nativity 10:00pm 
December25, 2013
Christmas Morning Prayer 11:00am
The Mass o f Christmas Day 11:30am
December 29th, 2013 
The Feast o f the Holy Family 8:30am

10:30am

The o n ly trad ition a l, dynam ic and welcoming 
A nglo -C a tho lic  P arish in  M etro-D etro it

Si lt  M  l
GARDENS  

P R E S B Y T E R IA N  
CHURCH

5:00 p .m .- Family Service 
Featuring Children’s Choir and Youth Handbells 

10:00 p.m. - Candlelight Communion Service 
Featuring Adult Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir I 

Rev. Steve Clark, Pastor -  Rev. Kellie Wliitlock, Past

Rosedale
G a rd e n s  a, West Chicago
Prcsbvtprian Livonia, mus i so
t  hurch, USA 734-122-0191

.rosedalegardens.org Wheelchair Accessible; I

Christinas at the K irk

D e c e m b e r  22
:00PM Service ofLessons and Carol 

7:00 PM Service of Comfort and Ho

D e c e m b e r  2 4  - C h r i s tm a s  E ve
Young Family Service

Holy Night Service

Family Servi

K irk  in  th e  H ills

Make Christmas Eve Worship
Plymouth Fast 

United Methodist Church
ty's Christmas traditio

Tuesdav; December 24th
4:30 P.M. 8.-00 P i l  & IftOOPM.

45201N. T 
Plym

(734)463-5380 
vuMt.pfitmc.org

C o v e n a n t

C hris tm as Serv ice  Sch<

Sunday, December 22, 2013 - 11 a 
Morning Worship 

Tuesday, December 24, 2013 - 6 p 
Christmas Eve Service

Join Us For a

d h r i s t m a s  P v e

|(P.ancllelig;ht Worship
with Communion I

a n d  iS t^O  p m  

C e le b ra tio n ! L u th e ra n  C hurch , e lc a

9300 Farmington Rd, Livonia

K+P+a-07-t-v’ ,

The Rev lames LFogle, Pastor 
ww.celebratiorilC.com

'I

p f r
• I  m \ I
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E x t r a  H o l i d a y  C a s h  
J u s t  A n n o u n c e d

d u r i n g  dream big
2014 FOCUS SE FW D

EPA-estimated rating of 
ff  2 6  c i t y /
36 highway 

MPG

This Vehicle Features;
• 2.0LTi-VCT Direct-lnjection 

Flex-Fuel 1-4 Engine • Ambient Lighting
• Leather-Wrapped Steering Wheel & Shifter

• Leather-Trimmed Seats with 
Six-Way Power Driver’s Seat

• SiriusXM Satellite Radio with Six-Month 
Subscription (not available in AL or HI) 

SelectShift® Six-Speed Automatic Transmission

For 24 months for 
•P I  M U  currentA/Z 

I  U w  plan lessees'
PER MOHTH $629 Cash Due

LEASE at Signing
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license fees extra._____

$199

2014 FUSION SE FWD
EPA-estimated rating of 

tf  22  c i t y /
34 highway 

MPG

This Vehicle Feptwres.
•  2.5L Duratec® 1-4 engine 

• AdvanceTrac® with Electronic Stability Control
• SYNC® with MyFord® Voice-Activated 

Communications and Entertainment System1
• SecuriCode™ Keyless-Entry Keypad 

• SiriusXM Satellite Radio
• Upgraded Heated Exterior Mirrors with 

Signal Indicator and Puddle Lamps

For 24 months 
FOREVEHTfQUB'

$2,538 Cash Due 
at Signing ^ :PER MONTH 

LEASE
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license fees extra.

2014 ESCAPE SE FW D 2013 EDGE SE FWD

O r t  For 24 months for 
I  U I J  current A/2 plan 
|  lessees'

PER MONTH 51’0!2..Coan̂ oDue
LEASE a,SlInln*

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and license fees extra.

EPA-estimated rating of 
/ f  2 3 c i t y /
32 highway 

MPG

This Vehicle Features;
• 1.6L GTDI EcoBoost® Engine

• 6-Speed SelectShift® Automatic Transmission
• SecuriCode™ Keyless-Entry Keypad

• SiriusXM Satellite Radio with 6-month Prepaid 
Subscription • SYNC® with MyFord® Voice-

Activated Communications & Entertainment System1 
• SecuriLocK® Passive Anti-Theft System

For 24 months for 
'P#||U  current A/2 plan

PER MONTH $1,329 Cash Due
LEASE al Sl*nln*

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and license fees extra._____

EPA-estimated rating of 
ff  19 c i t y /

27 highway 
MPG

This Vehicle Features:
• 3.5LTi-VCT V-6 Engine

• Reverse Sensing System
• AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability ControlT 

• SecuriCode™ Keyless Entry Keypad
• SiriusXM Satellite Radio
• Voice-Activated SYNC®1

2014 FLEX SEL FW D

For 24 months for 
•t' current A/2 plan

lessees'
PER MONTH $1,506 Cash Due 

LEASE 31 SiflilhK
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license fees extra.

EPA-estimated rating of
ff  18 c i t y /

25 highway 
MPG

This Vehicle Features:
• 3.5LT1-VCTV6 Engine

• 6-Speed SelectShift®Automatic Transmission 
with shifter button activation 

• AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control®
• SiriusXM Satellite Radio

• Power Liftgate • Rear View Camera 
• SYNC® with MyFord Touch®1

2014 TAURUS SEL FW D

EPA-estimated rating of 
ff  19 c i ty /
29  highway 

MPG
This Vehicle Features;
• 3.5L Ti-VCT V-6 Engine 

■ AdvanceTrac® with Electronic Stability Control 
• Dual-Zone Electronic Automatic Temperature 

Control • Perimeter Anti-Theft Alarm 
• SYNC® with MyFord® Voice-Activated 

Communications & Entertainment System1

For 24 months for 
* r  current A/2 planles5ees

PER MONTH 51,084 Cash Due ' 
LEASE 3' sl«nin*

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and license fees extra.

2014 EXPLORER XLT FW D

EPA-estimated rating of 
) f  17 c i t y /
24 highway

For 24 months for 
•P /  f  U  current A/Z plan 

£ ■  f  W  lessees'
PER MONTH $1,165 Cash Due 

LEASE at Slgning
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license fees extra._____

MPG

This vehicle FePtwcesi 
•3.5L Ti-VCT V6 

• SYNC® with MyFord Touch®
• Rearview Camera

• Leather-Trimmed, Heated Front Bucket Seats
• SYNC with MyFord®1 • SiriusXM Satellite Radio

• AdvanceTrac® with RSC®
• Safety Canopy® System

2013 F-150 SUPERCAB XLT 4 X 4

EPA-estimated rating of 
14 city /

19 highway 
MPG

This Vehicle Features:
• 5.0LV8 Ti-VCT V-B Engine

• 6-speed SelectShift® Automatic Transmission 
• AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control™

• Reverse Sensing System
• SiriusXM Satellite Radio
• Sync® with MyFord®1

For 24 months for 
current A/Z plan

PER MONTH Wiu casnuue
LEASE at Sigrlng

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and license lees extra.

O f f e r s  e n d  J a n u a r y  2 n d !

Southeast Michigan Ford Dealers
thinkfordfirst.com

Go Further
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Homes •  Wheels •  Pets •  Services

J f Y R S  I caree buildercon,
X .  J  M  J  A GANNETT COMPANY

Proving your age is an asset in a job searchBy Beth Bracclo Hering 
Special to CareerBullder

Worried that age might be a 
strike against you when apply­
ing for a job? Present yourself 
the right way and experts agree 
that you can turn that potential 
negative into one of your selling 
points.

“The key for older job seekers 
is to embrace rather than hide 
from what they have to offer 
future employers," says Tamryn 
Henncssy, national director of • 
career development for Rasmus­
sen College. "A lifetime'of a 
variety of employments, house­
hold and family obligations and 
volunteer accomplishments can 
be assembled into a r&umd and 
interview that a  younger job 
seeker simply cannot offer."

So get set to put your experi­
ence to good use by doing these 
three things:

1. Concentrate on the job

If you spend your time 
demonstrating how you are the 
right candidate for the position, 
age need not even enter into the 
equation. “Never be defensive 
about your age or even focus on 
it at all," states Martha Finney, 
a Santa Fe-based employee 
engagement and career manage­
ment consultant and co-author 
of "Unlock the Hidden Job 
Market." “Focus on who you are 
and how what you bring to the 
table would meet the company's 
strategic objectives."

Hennessy suggests high­
lighting your suitability right 
from the start by looking at the 
key action words from the job 
description (such as “analyze,” 
“design," “inspect,” etc.) and 
matching them to your history. 
“Focus on your past experi­
ences including non-industry, 
volunteer and family obligations 
where you have demonstrated 
accomplishments under these 
action word categories. Use the 
exact same action word and ap­
ply it to your experience, always 
being sure to offer quantifiable

2. Have confidence in 
your past

Lavie Margolin, author of 
“Lion Cub Job Search: Practi­
cal Job Search Assistance for 
Practical Job Seekers,” advises 
mature job seekers to get in the 
mindset that age is a strength. 
“As opposed to a recent col­
lege graduate filled only with 
potential, the mature worker can 
demonstrate a track record of 
accomplishment throughout his

Let your years of real-life 
experience shine by presenting 
evidence of qualities employers

These may include:
- The ability to meet deadlines
- Loyalty to a company, 

industry or cause
- Flexibility and adaptability
- Problem-solving skills
- A strong work ethic
- Leadership
- Teamwork

To generate ideas, look at past 
performance reviews. Not only 
will this help provide concrete 
examples, but select words of 
praise can be incorporated into 
your application or interview to 
add credibility (as in, “My direct 
supervisor at company X noted 
in my evaluation that my thor­
ough research on our three main 
competitors was instrumental to 
selecting the launch date o f our 
newest product”).

3. Have equal confi­
dence in your future

If worries over new methods 
or technologies are putting a 
dent in your confidence, take a 
class or two to get up to speed. 
Since one of the greatest fears 
about hiring older workers is 
that they are too set in their 
ways and unwilling to leant new 
things, this action also can show 
employers your enthusiasm for 
continual growth.

By law. age should not be a

consideration for employment, 
yet many job seekers receive 
subtle (and not so subtle) clues 
that it may be an issue. If con­
cerns about age do come up, try 
to tactfully redirect the conver­
sation back to your abilities. 
Another tactic is to show that 
you are comfortable and happy 
with where you are. "Stress 
the great stage of life you are 
entering, one with fewer fam­
ily distractions that will allow 
you to be the most reliable and 
dedicated employee possible," 
Hennessy suggests. Also worth 
pointing out: "Younger workers 
may have less understanding of 
what they want to do exactly in 
their career," Margolin notes. 
“An older worker has a belter 
understanding of his interests 
and how they fit best into the

Watch, too, that you aren't 
blaming age when there is actu­
ally a different problem. “Don't 
assume you’re increasing your

chances o f landing a job by apply­
ing for jobs that are beneath your 
experience level," Finney notes. 
"Overqualified for the position’ 
isn't always code for ‘too old.’ 
Hiring managers wisely want 
candidates who are appropriate for 
the job level, so if  you're experi­
encing a long string of application 
rejections, don’t lower your sights, 
raise them. Only go after jobs that 
appropriate for your skill sets and 
experiences.”

Finally, remember that employ­
ers want to hire likeable people 
who fit into company culthre and 
can do their job. Treating inter­
viewers as friendly equals and 
relating to them with relaxed confi­
dence never goes out o f style. \

Beth Braccio Hering researches 
and writes about job search strat­
egy, career management, hiring 
trends and workplace issues for 
CareerBuilder.com. Follow @ 
CareerBuilder on Twitter.
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★ CARPET CLEANING 
ASSISTANTS

(Nivlng recent & Greet com-

Call Doug: 734-M0-164S ̂

CNC LATHE/ 
MILL

Programmer/Machinist
MasterCAM experience need-

Call Jactjel 246-596.9910

Fleet Maintenance 
Attendant

(PT/Entry Level)
Por toP description and
www.cltyotnovl.ori

SrAmrt completed 
Cit< application to:

W - ' ' '  ve rtron  
TCC9)=—

Lincoln Parte, Taylor.

OFFICE
CLEANING
EVENING HOURS

liiiT

/  O&E Media 
V  Classifieds

800-579-7355

REAL ESTATE 
SALES 

OPPORTUNITY
Michigan's #1 

REALTOR 
Real Estate One

nt. Part-Time ISIiri/ivk.

^  NEW YEAR 
^NEW CAREER >

• CPRS First AM Cert 
(No Suspension His tor)
ENHANCE, INC. 
248-919-4287
EMAIL RESUME TO:

Mldnlghl ClarWton. Uvoola.

•CPRS First Aid Cert 
(No Suspension History)
ENHANCE, INC. 
248-919-4287
EMAIL RESUME TO: 

J08SOENHANCE-INC COM

CT CARE WORKERS

17-8143.248-47I-9I68

RN, LPN or MA
vvitn DERMATOLOGY 

EXPERIENCED preletred.

Maybe the Grass 
IS Greener...

You'll never know if  you don’t  look. Take a
peek today, and browse hundreds of local job opportunities
from a variety of exciting employers.

O&E Media’s Jobs Section
In Print & Online

Cash in with ClasslKeds I
800-579-SELL l l i  I

O&E Media’s 
CLASSIFIEDS 
800-579-SELL

RECYCLE
THIS

NEWSPAPER

OO P
O bserver & Eccentric M edia

The Observer and Eccentric is looking for 
an Auto Account Executive to cover the 
suburban Detroit area. This position will work 
out of the Sterling Heights, Ml location.
This position is responsible for all sales 
and related activities to advertisers within 
an assigned geographic territory. Will 
mainly be servicing auto businesses 
with the opportunity to sell into the 
Observer & Eccentric publications and 
DMP products. Primary responsibility is 
managing the territory to achieve sales 
quotas and developing new auto business. 
The Auto Account Executive will develop 
strategies, make presentations to new and 
existing advertisers and be responsive 
to customer needs. Sales orders, reports 
and documentation are prepared for 
management’s review.
An Associate’s degree and two years of 
sales experience and/or equivalent. Auto 
sales experience a plus. Bachelor's degree 
preferred. Professional communication, 
presentation and organizational skills 
are required. Must be highly motivated, 
analytical, detail-oriented and able to work 
under deadline pressure. Proficiency using 
a personal computer is required. Use of 
personal vehicle, valid driver’s license, state 
mandated auto insurance and good driving 
record are required.
Gannett is an equal opportunity employer 
and is committed to a policy of equal 
employment opportunity for all persons. 
Observer & Eccentric Media, a Gannett 
company, specializes in community-based 
information on a variety of platforms -  print, 
web, mobile and video. Local is what we do 
best. Come join our team!
To apply; Email your resume to Frank Cibor 

at fcibor@hometownlife.com 
or apply on Careerbuilder.com and look for 

O&E Media Auto Executive position.



IT 'S  ALL 
ABOUT 

RESULTS!

L o c a l  n e w s .

builder^ You can rely 
on O&E Media 
Classifieds to 
deliver results.
110-579-7355

OKEKVUI&EatXIWC 
MEDIAYou don’t  have to fish for it. 

It's r ig h t here, from  the front 
to the back o f your Observer &  
Eccentric Media newspapers

T o t a l l y  L o c a l  C o v e r a g e !

to subscribe, call: 866-8b<-27o

OBnmx&Ecc

PEUVYEARI 
PEW CAREERl
Find Your Next lob Here!

Find your next job opportunity here, in the 
Observer & Eccentric Media Employment 
section. We have listings every week in 

the following communities:

Berkley • Birmingham • Canton 
Clawson • Farmington 

Garden City • Huntington Woods 
Livonia • Milford • Northville • Novi 

Pleasant Ridge • Plymouth 
Bedford • Royal Oak • Southfield 

South Lyon • Westland

I

1-800-579-SELL
O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  

-  M E D I A

Challenging fun fo r  ALL ages

ftDMERililSIMGl QCCOUNiff 
ERECUjljlUEi

Observer & Eccentric Media specializes in community-based Information on a variety of 
platforms -  print, web, mobile and video. OSE Media publishes 13 individually edited 
newspapers, a website and more than 75 special sections and specialty products annually. 
The staff includes more than 40 journalists, 25 advertising account executives and other key 
support personnel in circulation and production. O&E Media - Because local matters. Come 
join our team.
Observer and Eccentric Media is looking for an Account Executive for the South Lyon, Ml 
Territory. This position will work out of the South Lyon, Ml location.
RESPONSIBILITIES: This position is responsible for all sales and related activities to 
advertisers within an assigned geographic territory. Will mainly be servicing businesses with 
the opportunity to sell into the Hometown Weeklies, Observer & Eccentric publications and 
OMP products. Primary responsibility is managing the territory to achieve sales quotas and 
developing new business. The Account Executive will develop strategies, make presentations 
to new and existing advertisers and be responsive to customer needs. Sales orders, reports 
and documentation are prepared for management’s review.
REQUIREMENTS: An Associate’s degree and two years of sales experience and/or equivalent. 
Bachelor's degree preferred. Professional communication, presentation and organizational 
skills are required. Must be highly motivated, analytical, detail-oriented and able to work under 
deadline pressure. Proficiency using a personal computer Is required. Use of personal vehicle, 
valid driver's license, state mandated aulo insurance and good driving record are required. 
Our Company
Gannett is a media and marketing solutions company with a diverse portfolio of broadcast, 
digital, mobile and publishing companies.
Gannett provides consumers easy access to the things that matter most to them -  any way 
and anywhere.
Gannett’s portfolio of trusted brands helps business customers conned with these highly 
engaged audiences through its industry-leading marketing services, customized solutions and 
national-to-local-to-personal reach.
The company’s 82 U.S. daily newspapers, including USA TODAY, reach 11.6 million readers 
every weekday and 12 million readers every Sunday, providing important news and information 
from their customers' neighborhoods and around the globe. USA TODAY, the nation's No, 1 
newspaper in print circulation, and USATODAY.com reach a combined 6.6 million readers daily. 
The Broadcasting Division's 23 TV stations reach 21 million households, covering 18.2 percent 
of the U.S. population. Through its Captivate subsidiary, the Broadcasting Division delivers 
news, information and advertising to a highly desirable audience demographic on 9,500 video 
screens located in elevators of office towers and select hotel lobbies in 25 major cities across 
North America.
Newsquest is one of the U.K.'s leading regional community news providers and its digital 
portfolio of newspaper and online-only brands attracts nearly 7.5 million unique users each 
month. It has a portfolio of 17 daily paid-for newspapers and more than 200 weekly newspapers, 
magazines and trade publications. Newsquest owns a successful online publisher called s1, 
which is a leading recruitment site in Scotland Gannett is an equal opportunity employer and is 
committed to a policy of equal employment opportunity for all persons.
Email resumes to: lvemon@gannett.com, Attn: Sales Please specify the territory you are
interested in on the subject line of your email. EEOC

O b s f .r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  
M E D I A .

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

7 Hangs back
11 White-water 

transport
12 She loved 

Lehnon
13 — fixe 

Uncertainty
16 Soften
7 Name in 

tractors
8 Early moralist

20 Make
a mistake

21 Cancels
23 Barge pusher
26 X-rated
27 Leap in a tutu
28 Gambles
31 Poor, as soil 
33 Cousteau's

36 Sticky 
38 Jungfrau 
41 Stephen King's

43 Malt-shop 
orders 

45 Horse color 
47 “Address 

Unknown" 
singers

companion
50 Vet office

51 Be a party to
52 Lohengrin's

DOW N

2 Volunteer
3 Cook in a wok 

' 4 “The Gold-
Bug” author

5 Not mentioned
6 Sniffed at

A n sw er to  P revious Puzzle

[ • 1 1 M 1 I 5 H 3  E a lE llE I E D S E !]  
00 0  DQ0O0 (900 
000  E20G5] DD0H0

0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 D  
i r 5 i i 0 r a  r j j in n iu f f lm G g s ®

00D0 D00 Q000

7 VIP transport
8 More skilled
9 Congeal

10 Adjust a clock
11 Carnival

15 Not even once 
19 Retiree's 

income (abbr.) 
22 Cries of pain
24 Salt Lake City 

player
25 Pentagon VIP
26 Brown the 

bandleader
27 PSAT takers
28 Colo, neighbor
29 Forum hello
30 Dresden 

residents
31 — choy
32 Deep fissure 
34 Vistas
36 Scale note
37 Jungian term
38 Hacienda 

material
39 Rubber-tree

40 Furtive sound 
42 “She's a Lady"

composer
44 Iridescent

45 Beluga product
46 Mideast export 
48 Elec. measure

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

SIAVOKIA
3 7

3 4
9 5 7 2

2 9 8
7 3 9

8 2
5

6 3
1 2 7 4

Like puzzles? 
Then you ’ll love 
sudoku. This 
m ind-bending 
puzzle w ill have 
you hooked from 
the  m om ent you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to  the test!

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are form atted as a  9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num bers 1 through 9  m ust fill each 
row, column and box. Each num ber can appear only once in each row, 
colum n and box. You can figure ou t the order in which the num bers will 
appear by using the num eric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more num bers you name, the easier it gets to  solve the puzzlel

COUNTRY STAR WORD SEARCH
M A B T L R P L S W M A C K E I  T
A L J D E H A N D R E L L T H Y S R E C  
T Y A R D K R J D M C B R I D E R Y L J  
T A L N O W T U U K A I U A J E A A H P  
H T A Y O H O B J L T V H N K H N V H B  
E K B K W D N Y .  D T G L C C B B M L O T  
W I A S R W I E E R U C U L E U H O R U

A T A X 0 L R A R L I  N V C N

ALABAMA
ALOEAN
ATKINS
BLACK

M S A R E N T G I E S C T L L O J E X D  
X V P Y Y P E U E E K E E L T L R L E E  
J C R N R R A R N M C B R L T N E E R R  
T O N Y S I Y I E S E H E P O Y L S I W  
F W N L R O E C S T E H I S L W K S T O  

N E S T A R N L S H L C I H C R N O
B W B R S N T A M E I  C L K W I  G E
R B R K K U Y G O W W Y L M Y S P O C N
Y B 0 X P D U S L E N H N
A D O T A O R U L V A U G H N V A H S Y  
N D K  L H E N O K H H E S S I N A D Y L  
P W S J O N I E S J C K C N O S K C A J

HILL 
HOUGH 
JACKSON 
JONES 
JUDOS 
KEITH
LADY ANTEBELLUM VAUGW 
LAMBERT WILLIAMS
LONESTAR WILSON
LOVELESS WOMACK
LYMJ YEARWOOD
LYNYRO SKYNRO

MATTHEWS
MCBRIDE

MCCREERY
MCENTIRE
MESSINA

MOORE
NELSON

PAISLEY
PARTON

PICKLER
PRESLEY
ROGERS
RUCKER

SHELTON
TRin

UNDERWOOD

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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Dpartmenh.com.
HomeRn^ter

cpotlmenls.toni. 
HomcRndcr

Manufactured Homes ) | Apartments For Rent

S599/Month* grsas
Acadenty/Westpornt

$250 Ol̂ hrtMo. Rent

888-658-5659
Own INS hone hr only $591 w wtr n 3 rears

MOOOeposUĵ

Need lo Beni 
Thai House or 
Aparlmeni?

Cemetery Lots 1

Parkview Memorial, Uvonia

800-579-7355

BRAND NEW 
HOMES IN CANTON

Beautiful 3 Bed/2 Baths Homes 
with All Appliances 

S tarting  a t S 629  
Call us today! 

(888) 272-3099
Academy/Westpoint

Ave. • Canton

Expires 12/23/13 
vwm.academywestpoint.com. @

D t o s  EKsmG'Cau i

with all appliances 

ith A/Cl‘ ~

3  UfecGs [^ G g is s  
BtKD^fiSQxaQ G M t <Z®G© 

/?5Q0 <0©T1CDG3

SUN HOMES V
  —

s99 MOVES 
YOU IN!'

!0 SECURITY 
DEPOSIT!'

Sun Homes at 
Northville Crossing 

Northville. Ml

Comtos 8 Townhousss

REDfORO 2-3 Mrm. n

len<31Mtg.!?3Bm0

IT ’S ALL 
ABOUT 

RESULTS!

employeis & employees, 
and landlords & tenants 

TOGETHER.

You can rely 
on O&E Media 
Classifieds to 

deliver results, j 
80B-579735S

Christmas
CLASSIFIED HOURS

To place your
1-800-579-7355

OasKRMR&F.U
m e d i

r W E S T L A N D

lease from only

Sun Homes at 
Northville Crossing 

Northville. Ml
jj (888̂ 448-31

313-885-3766

NORTHVILLE or PLYMOUTH

SOOMMy. Security deposlL

Celt 313-310-3727

Garage S Mini Storage

BidMIng Remodeling

BARRY'S CARPENTRY

COMPLETE DRYWALL SIV

sop. Mark 313-363-6738

Clean-up/Haulino Srv.

Paint Decorating Paper

PAINTING BY ROBERT
• Wallpaper Removal -Ini •Ext • PlaslerrDrywan Repae 

148-349-7499, 734-464-814

j Rooting

Leaks, Repairs, FlMtifesgs , CLEAN OUT 
YOUR HOUSE?

Observer BEccentrlc Media.

800-5797355

( Snow Removal ]

SNOW PIOYTING i SALTING

looking to Buy 
H Neuj Cor? 

Need to sell the 
old one first?

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC M ORTGAGE MONITOR

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 

AFI Financial 

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 

Co-op Services Credit Union 

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

Gold Star Mortgage

(734) 459-0782 

(734) 673-2008 

(877) 234-0600 

(248) 740-2323 

(734) 466-6113 

(313) 565-3100 

(800) 792-8830 

(888) 293-3477 

(888) 293-3477 

(248) 282-1602

in available as ol 12/6/13 and subject to 

ith 20% down S credit score ot 740 or a'

le. Rates are based on 

s, specific payment

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

© 2013 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

A new home and 
all your gifts paid 
for the
holidays!

(6>

Homes from 
$11,900 to 

$74,900

Enjoy a 
$500 
VISA gift 
card from

AjR*
^  HOMESALES

Call Ray in Plymouth at 
734.414.9760

* EHL, WAC, certain restrictions apply. 
Select AJR Homes. See housing consultant 
for details. Please bring ad along on visit tc 

i =  I receive otTcr. Must close by 1-3-14,

Westgate Tower has beautifully 
renovated one-bedroom apartments 
available for applicants who are 62 
years of age or over! One small pet is 
allowed with restrictions. We also offer 
group transportation to local shopping. 
Visit us today to get your application in 
on our waiting list — we look forward 
to meeting you

WESTGATE TOWER 
is now accepting 

applications!

Rent Is based on 30% of you Income!
W e s t g a t e  T o w e r

734 - 729-2900
34567 Elmwood 

Westland, MI 48185

Equal Housing Opportunity. £l

www.ajrhomesales.com
'  w S y t n e  ^

< Y o u r  W e e k ly  G u id e  T o  A p a r t m e n t  L iv in g  ^

-'T

FARMINGTON HILLS

Looking to Upgrade? 
DIAMOND Bigger is Better!

■ Full Size Washer &  Dryer 
• Pet Friendly 
’ Carport Included 
' 24 Hour Fitness Center

23 14 0  H alsted  
(2 4 8 ) 4 7 1 -4 8 4 8  

^  dlamondforest-apartments.i

-5-

You hit the Butlseye...Wayne Tower 
is the Place for YOU.

WAYNE TOWER APARTMENTS
35200 Sims, Wayne, MI 

NOW LEASING-IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
1 Bedroom, Central Air

ra-'jea
 ̂ We pay Moving Cost of S500

afij Leasing call: 6.
^ 734-721-0660 ,

C a ll Today For A  G reat Rate.
1- 800 - 579-7355

TAE KEUK VILLAGE
iornn American Community Routing Services Inc. 

3712 WtlUxim SC Wxyne, MI 48184 
Phone: 734-729-7920, 729-3432
TTY: 866-656-9626 
TDD: 800-649-3777

• Section 8 Apartments for lh"(defty and ftisabtfd

taekeukviUige@yahoo.co 
1=T Professionally managed b; 
 ̂ Unified Property Group

T h o m p s o n  T o w e r  
A p a r t m e n t s

Affordable Housing (or 
Seniors621 or disabled 

& 1 bedroom apartments - all utilities included! 
Immediate Occupancy 
Income Based Rent.

ident Activ 
For more details, call

( 3 1 3 )  5 6 5 - 3 0 2 2  
( 8 0 0 )  5 6 7 - 5 8 5 7  T D D
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5: Saturday 9-1 
Or visit us at 27727 Michigan Aw, Inkster 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY .



Car Report 
New Acura MDX Is Worthy of Accolades ■

By Dale Buss

Acura had been 
promising that its new 
MDX mid-size cross­
over-utility vehicle 
would be worth waiting 
for. I t  even launched a 
refreshingly new type 
o f marketing campaign 
around the vehicle in 
the middle of the year 

to accompany the introduction of the 
MDX.

And the brand was absolutely right: 
the MDX nameplate and, by extension, 
the entire Acura franchise has taken a 
significant leap forward with the new 
Acura MDX and its reception by American 
consumers, competitors and the automo­
tive press.

In fact, MDX was just named one of 
three finalists for the highly coveted 
North American Truck-Utility o f the Year 
Award that w ill be presented at the North 
American International Auto Show in De­
tro it in January. The other two finalists 
are the Jeep Cherokee and Chevrolet Sil­
verado, each of which represents a cru­
cial entry for their respective brands. Car 
of the Year finalists are the Cadillac CTS, 
MazdaS and Chevrolet Corvette Stingray.

Another important evaluator, U.S 
News & World Report, ranks the 2014 
Acura MDX No. 2 in luxury midsize SUVs 
out of 19 models considered and rates 
i t  an "excellent pick" among seven-seat 
luxury midsize SUVs.

Acura MDX is a worthy choice because 
the vehicle represents the most refined 
effort yet by the brand to present a re­
fined vehicle inside and out. In argua­
bly the most important segment of the 
U.S. auto market, Acura has delivered 
in the completely redesigned new MDX 
a s tiff competitor to rivals such as Toy­
ota Highlander, Buick Enclave, BMW X5

and Audi Q5 and Q7. Highlights include 
a higher-quality and quieter interior, a 
new control interface and improved fuel 
economy.

But with this vehicle the sum is great­
er than those improved parts. The entire 
experience of driving the Acura MDX 
now rivals that provided by anything 
else in the segment, and i t  has become 
the strongest testimony yet to Honda's 
long-declared plans to shake up its Acura 
lineup and transform the brand and prod­
ucts into a credible rival across the board 
not only to Japanese competitors In finiti 
and Lexus but also to European luxury 
brands.

Previous versions of MDX shard a plat­
form with the big Honda Pilot SUV and 
previous generations of Honda Odyssey 
minivans. But with the new MDX, the 
company moved to a new platform that 
provides multiple benefits, including 
slight boost in interior room and major 
improvements in driving dynamics. With­
in the cabin are useful new features such 
as a second row that slides forward with 
the simple touch of a button to facilitate

Advertising Feature

and Customers

The 2014 Acura MDX is a Truck-U tility  o f the Year fina lis t.

sion, up to an estimated 20 mpg in the 
city and 28 mpg on the highway with a 
newly available front-wheel-drive op-

third-row access, although the last row 
of seats isn't suitable for two adults for 
any sort of distance.

Meanwhile, a 7-inch touchscreen 
largely replaces the confusing array of 
buttons and knobs that dominated the 
center console of previous models. The 
new look of the controls also is cleaner 
and more modern. And in the category 
of creature comforts where Acura used 
to short-change luxury customers and 
undermine its brand, MDX now delivers 
with touches such as a steering wheel 
wrapped in thick leather and upgraded 
interior materials over previous models.

Another significant change for the 
2014 Acura MDX comes under the hood. 
The previous version had a 3.7-liter V6; 
the new one comes with a 3.5-liter V6. 
Though the new engine provides 10 less 
horsepower than the old one, i t  makes up 
for that shortfall in other ways. There is 
more low-end torque thanks to fuel-in- 
jection technology, for one thing -  Acu­
ra says the new model gets from zero to 
60mph a half-second quicker due largely 
to a 275-pound reduction in curb weight.

Just as important is a 17-percent 
in combined mpg in the new ver­

Fortunately, the new MDX has proven to 
be a good vehicle for Acura's biggest-ev- 
er marketing campaign that i t  launched 
last summer to support the new SUV. The 
multi-channel initiative comprised a 
$39-million effort that would be the big­
gest launch in brand history in terms of 
scope and dollars, Acura executives said 
at the time.

Under the tag-line "Made for Man­
kind," the ads took an oblique approach 
to promoting the MDX by highlighting 
the "synergy between man and machine" 
with images such as people scuba-div­
ing in underwater caves, scrambling up 
large trees and teaching movements to 
a robot. The idea was to get viewers to 
connect emotionally to the brand and its 
expression in the new vehicle.

Especially Millennial viewers who 
might be putting together families and 
have expanding wherewithal that would 
make MDX a good choice for them.

And with this new vehicle, Acura now 
has a better shot at them.

m .

Now is  the BEST tim e 
to buy a new  carW E PAY 

|T 0 P |
DOLLAR
For Clean
USED
CARS

JEANN0TTE
Buick • CMC NORTH BROS.

2007 Pontiac 
Grand Prix

Dark Gray, Must See

s7,995
Best of all, credit
Look to your local dealer to 
high quality, fuel efficient vehicle 
Your dealer knows your market 

help you get financing to 
your needs. If you

(248)355-7500
2007 Buick 

Lucerne
Gray, Must See

CASH IN

Visit your local dealership  
or cars.com  

lo find a car today
S10,995 NORTH BROS. O &E  M e d ia  s  

CLASSIFIEDS 
800-579-SELL2006 Buick 

Lucerne
Silver. Clean

Observer &  E ccentric 
M ED IA

( 7//</S/ II /-S //</:/s9,995
( j U / m

2003 Saab 
9-5 DR

Runs & LoOks Great
Find y o u r  p e r fe c t tre e  b y  v is iting

NORTH BROS NORTH BROS

*5,995 W ould you like to  be  a  p a rt o f  this 
guide, con tact us at: 

Observer & Eccentric Media
03

DEALER
2003 Buick 

Regal
Ok Blue, Great Car

’5,995 NORTH BROSNORTH BROS

D D E N
2006 Chevy 
Impala LTZ DEALER

’9,995
NORTH BROS

2008 Mazda 6
DEALER

*8,995 579-SELL*

2005 Jaguar
XType, Black 

Must Seel

’9,995
2007 Toyota 

RAV4
Red, 4x4, Must See

S12,995
Tue, W a F 9-6 NORTH BROS

f r  IN t h e  cNORTH BROSPLYMOUTH
734-453-2500

cf@.i n  S  L D
s iL D  S -L D

NORTH BROS.

NORTH BROS

poteniuien̂ ilo

Call 800-579-7355 to advertise. 0 -ftSERVEK.& ?mediaO&E Media 
Classifieds

Foul CeMeei

NORTH BROSI.B00-B7B-73BB


