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New schools chief set for challenge
By Brad Kadrlch

There may never have been 
any question what Mike Meis
sen was going to be when he 
grew up.

With a father who was firs t 
a teacher and then a school 
principal, and a mom who 
served as a school secretary in 
a special education depart
ment, Meissen's exposure to 
education came early and of
ten.

So it shouldn’t  come as any 
big surprise that Meissen 
moved along an educational 
path that included teaching, 
coaching and then into admini
stration. He is, after all, one of 
five siblings who’ve gone into 
education not only as a career, 
but as a lifestyle.

“ I t  was important to be 
service-oriented," said Meis
sen, the new superintendent of 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools. “ M y father was a good 
role model and an exceptional 
leader. Learning was viewed as 
a way to advance.”

A ll o f the Meissen siblings 
advanced along the same sort 
o f path. Brother Phil is a school 
superintendent, sister Terry is 
an assistant principal and sis
ters Annie and Tina are teach
ers. And, oddly, that path has 
led on many occasions through 
the same school.

LaFollete t ies
Meissen’s father moved the 

fam ily from Illino is to the 
Madison, Wise., area to take a 
job at LaFollette H igh School, 
where he served as a principal

“I  t r y  to  m ake  decis ions based on  a  
s tu d e n t-firs t ph ilosophy.”

Dr. Michael Meissen, who replaces 
Dr. Jeremy Hughes as 
superintendent of 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools, has served as a teacher, 
coach, athletic director, building 
administrator and superintendent

and, later, from which all o f the 
Meissen siblings graduated. 
Even later, Meissen himself 
would return as principal.

LaFollette is the high school 
from  which Meissen’s wife, 
Karen, graduated (she passed 
away in 2009), and from  which 
all three o f Meissen’s own 
children graduated.

“ There was some kind of 
special draw and appeal to 
going back to my high school,”  
Meissen said o f taking the 
principal’s job at LaFollette, 
where he stayed fo r 14 years. 
“ I t  had gone through a series 
o f changes. There were a num
ber of improvements that 
needed to be made. I  ended up

being the longest-tenured prin
cipal in school history.”

That job was one o f many 
along the educational path for 
Meissen. He’s taught sixth 
grade, and he’s done counsel
ing. He coached football, bas
ketball and track (he played 
football and ran the 880 in high 
school, and played football in 
college at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater).

He was the high school prin
cipal, and he’s also previously

See MEISSEN. Page A2

A T-Rex rolls into

The latest rail creation is the Jurassic Park train, photos by bill bresler | staff photographer

Riding 
the rails
Canton ‘conductor’ revels in garden railway

15

One o f Greg Franko’s favorite things 
to hear from  his wife, Jane, is a request 
to expand the gorgeous garden the cou
ple has cultivated in their Canton back 
yard.

That’s because Franko, who retired 
from his job as a Tbwer Automotive 
planner three years ago, knows when 
his w ife gets new plants, he gets a new 
piece fo r his garden railroad.

Thanks to Jane’s love o f gardening, 
Franko, who has loved trains since his 
dad gave him his f irs t Lionel train in 
1957, has built an impressive, near- 
ly-200-foot garden railway that weaves 
its way among the plants.

“ M y dad gave me that train; I  had it 
in the basement, and I ’ve had i t  ever 
since,” Franko said. “ I ’ve always liked 
the larger trains. When the G-scale 
came out, I thought, T have to have 
that.’’’

The couple has lived in their Tyndall 
D rive home fo r some 38 years, but the 
train track is only about 10 years old. I t  
started not long after Greg and Jane 
were married, when Jane got him the 
f irs t tra in fo r the railway (which still 
runs today). The couple set up the track 
around just one tree in the back yard.

B onding t im e
Over the years, the railway has 

grown. Franko and his son built much of 
the backyard, and he and Jane have 
planted everything in the garden. The 
60x l20-foot yard is filled with beautiful 
flowers and plants, and the railway.

Tending the garden, and the railway,

See CONDUCTOR, Page A2

in the back yard of his Canton home. 

RAILWAY TOUR
What: 8th annual Garden Railway Open

Who: Sponsored by the Lakeshore Garden 
Railway Club
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday, July 21; 
admission is free
Why: Seven homes that feature garden 
railways displaying a variety of plants, trees

and water features that enhance train 
gardens.
Where: Homes are in Canton, Highland, 
Whitmore Lake, Bloomfield Hills (2), Brigh
ton and Huntington Woods. Find a map of 
the locations at www.lakeshoregrc.org 
Contact: Rick and Shirley Breitzman, 248- 
887-5208

Police 
seek help 

IDing 
suspect

Credit card stolen, used 
at local retail outlet

The Canton Police Depart
ment is asking fo r assistance 
w ith identifying a male to 
whom they'd like to talk 
about credit card fraud.

The subject is wanted for 
questioning in regard to the 
theft and use of a stolen cred
it card. The theft occurred 
from a locker rooih at the 
Summit on the Park, and was 
used at the CVS Pharmacy 
and BP Gas Station, both on 
the corner of Cherry H ill and 
Canton Center roads.

The subject, captured in 
surveillance video, is approx
imately 5-feet-10-inches tall, 
weights approximately 200 
pounds, looks to be in his 
mid-20’s, and is possibly cau-

See HELP. Page A2

Time for 
Christmas 

in July
Welcome to th ird annual 

Observer &  Eccentric Media 
Christmas in July contest.

Look fo r the holiday icon ( 
pictured at right) on the pages 
of the July edition of Home
town Life INSPIRE in prin t or 
online at
home- _______
townlife- 
xom and 
then cor
rectly 
identify all 
pages 
where the

pears.
Submit an entry form  via 

U.S. Postal Service or Face- 
book at hometownlife.com.

Winners w ill be selected in a 
random drawing o f all correct 
entries.

You could win a $500 g ift 
card (grand prize) to Show
room o f Elegance in Canton, a 
$100 g ift certificate (second 
place) to the Rugby G rill in the 
Tbwnsend Hotel in downtown 
Birmingham, or a $50 g ift card 
(third place) to Meijer. In  addi
tion, up to 10 other winners w ill 
receive a pass fo r two to any 
area Emagine Theatre.

Mail your entry (see the 
form  inside the July INSPIRE) 
to Christmas in July, O&E 
Media, 41304 Concept Drive, 
Plymouth, M I 48170 or go to

See CHRISTMAS, Page A2
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is something Franko said 
he and his w ife do to
gether.

"That’s our hobby 
together,” he said. “ In
stead o f watching televi
sion, we’l l  come out here 
and do some planting.”

Jane Franko said the 
railway and the garden 
help bring "a lot of in
terest”  to the back yard.

“ I t  started as a cottage 
garden, but as the trees 
came in, it converted 
itse lf to what I  call orga
nized chaos,”  Jane Fran
ko said w ith a chuckle. 
“ The trains really add 
something to it."

The railway hobby 
expanded a few years 
ago, when Franko read 
something about the 
Lakeshore Garden Rail
way Club on the Internet. 
He joined the club about 
three years ago, and is 
now getting ready for the 
eighth annual Garden 
Railway Open Tbur, a 
seven-home traveling 
tour o f garden railways, 
mostly in  Oakland Coun
ty.

He likes being part of 
the crowd because his 
railway is a “ true gar
den" railway, because it 
borders and is “ built 
around a garden.”

ment venue o f sorts for 
neighbors and friends. 
Franko recalled a recent 
request from a neighbor 
to bring a couple of kids 
to see the railway during 
a graduation party. Fran
ko said he went into the 
house to get the trains, 
which he keeps indoors 
during inclement weath
er and when they’re not 
being used. When he 
came out, he said, the 
yard was fu ll of specta
tors.

“ It's just fun," he said. 
“The kids just love it, 
and that's what we do it 
for.”

The railway is also 
one o f the biggest rea
sons the garden is as 
large as i t  is, rather than 
being just a few flowers 
and plants here and 
there.

Jane Franko likes the 
way the railway and the 
garden combine fo r a 
pleasing effect.

“ I  think it  brings a lot 
o f interest to the back 
yard,”  she said. “ Greg 
has a pretty good eye, 
and it ’s a fun hobby. I 
love my flowers.”

Franko takes advan
tage o f his w ife’s love of 
gardening when he can.

“(Jane) gave me one 
as a Christmas present,”  
Franko said with a smile. 
“ Now, any time she 
wants more garden, I  get 
more trains.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.ccKids a re  fans
The railway also 

serves as an entertain- Twitter @bkadrich

Large crowds greet annual art festival
By Matt Jachman

Sunny skies, large 
crowds and exhibits by 
about 400 artists and 
crafters, plus participa
to ry art fo r kids, made 
fo r a dynamic start to 
Plymouth’s 34th annual 
A rt in the Park.

Thousands o f people, 
from  devoted festival 
fans to casual strollers, 
jammed Kellogg Park 
and surrounding streets 
Friday afternoon, brows
ing the art, talking to 
artists, stopping in down
town restaurants and 
soaking up the rays and 
the atmosphere.

I t  was the second 
festival fo r Eastpointe 
resident Helen Dulchav- 
sky, who was surprised 
by the size of the crowd.

“I ’m  so impressed 
with the town of Ply
mouth itself," said Dul- 
chavsky as she rested on 
a bench on a Penniman

Avenue sidewalk with 
daughter Sherri Dulchav- 
sky. “ I  remember i t  60 
years ago, and it ’s so 
d iffe ren t.... I t ’s really a 
home town.”

‘G re a t e v e n t’
The Dulchavskys said 

they make the rounds of 
art fairs, and that Ply
mouth’s is one o f the 
best, better, perhaps, and 
more accessible than 
Ann Arbor’s.

"Really beautiful show 
here,”  said Helen Dul- 
chavsky, who favors the 
show’s jewelry (“ That’s 
usually the firs t thing we 
look at."), wall-hangings 
and sculpture.

Photographer Jan 
Kaulins, who lives in the 
Irish H ills  area, said A rt 
in the Park is usually a 
very good show for him; 
this year’s, he said, is 
about his 15th.

“ I t ’s a great event,”  he 
said. “ That’s why I  come 
back."

O b s e r v e r

A GANNETT COMPANY

marks, like Comerica 
Park, the Spirit o f Detroit 
statue, the Bates' Ham
burgers building in Livo
nia, and a faded Faygo 
sign painted on a wall. 
Some were limited-edi- 
tion prints o f hand-paint
ed photos (he uses tooth
picks to paint in fine 
details), while others 
were interpretive pieces 
based on multiple expo
sures of the same sub
ject, like the marquee at 
Ann Arbor’s Michigan 
Theater.

Kaulins said he enjoys 
Plymouth during the 
shows.

“Plymouth’s a beauti
fu l little  town. There are 
great restaurants - 1 try  
’em all,” he said.

Young people 's a rt
A rt in the Park fea

tured an area, near the 
Kellogg Park fountain, 
fo r young artists, who 
were selling their own 
drawings, hand-painted 
trivets and coasters and 
decorated sneakers, and 
offering face-painting.

Anita Michaud, Ellie 
Simon and Annie Bonds, 
all soon-to-be ninth-grad- 
ers at Plymouth High 
School, were selling i- 
Phone cases they had 
decorated, mainly with 
magazine clippings, with 
such varied themes as 
Bart Simpson, sunglass
es, and Indian henna

The ephemeral art 
of sidewalk chalk, 
as practiced by 
Kyla Suchy, Erin 
Dillenbeck and 
Bethany Grysko. 
of D&M Art 
Studios in Canton. 
BILL 8R6SLER | STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

drawings. They were also 
selling lemonade and 
opportunities fo r chil
dren to add to an in-pro- 
gress painting o f a sketch 
by Anita’s father.

Proceeds are going to 
the Westland branch of 
the Michigan Humane 
Society.

Anita and Ellie said 
they grew up with A rt in 
the Park, and that i t  was 
a natural venue for their 
artistic expression.

“We’ve been to A rt in 
the Park fo r a long time,” 
E llie said.

“ This is the best,”  said 
Alexandra Featherston, 
an incoming sophomore 
at Fr. Gabriel Richard 
High School in Ann A r
bor, who was helping 
friend Lauren Layden 
sell painted canvas shoes 
through her label, In 
spirations by Lauren.

A rt in the Park was to 
continue 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. (today) Sunday.

Visitors driving to the 
festival are encouraged 
to use the free shuttle 
service between the 
parking lot at the ACH 
plant on Sheldon Road at 
M-14 and Plymouth City 
Hall, just outside the 
festival grounds.

For more information 
v isit the A rt in the Park 
website, www.artinthe- 
park.com.

mjachman@hometownlife.com

MEISSEN
Continued from Page A1

been a superintendent. 
Meissen led the Glen- 
bard Township High 
School D istrict #87 in 
Glen Ellyn, 111., a dis
tr ic t of some 9,000 stu
dents fed by K-8 dis
tric ts in nine different 
municipalities.

Before coming to 
Plymouth-Canton, he 
was supervisor of 
school improvement 
and student achieve
ment fo r Milwaukee 
Public Schools in M il
waukee, Wis.

I t ’s a varied career 
he feels has landed him 
in the right spot at the 
right time.

G ood f it
“ My sense is (Ply

mouth-Canton) is a good 
fit ,  given my philosophy 
o f education and given 
the fact Plymouth-Can
ton schools are bu ilt on 
strong community
mindedness,”  Meissen 
said. "The quality o f the 
schools contributes to 
the v ita lity  o f the com
munity.”

That philosophy was 
shaped, he said, by both 
is experience as a par
ent and as an educator. 
Having his own chil
dren in the building 
where he was principal 
was a guiding force in 
decisions he faced.

“ I  try  to make deci
sions based on a stu
dent-first philosophy,” 
Meissen said. “When 
you’re leading a school, 
you think ‘This is what I 
want fo r my own kids,’ 
and you want i t  for all 
kids. That’s a pretty 
good standard to have.”

His last few years in 
Milwaukee were help
fu l, he said, because he 
spent the bulk o f his 
time thinking about 
school improvement 
and student achieve
ment, a huge focus fo r 
the Plymouth-Canton 
School board. When the 
board voted to hire 
Meissen, most o f the 
discussion centered 
around his knowledge 
of curriculum.

“ (Meissen) has the 
edge because o f his 
experience, especially 
in the area of curricu
lum," board Treasurer 
Sheila Paton said at the

Eager to  sta rt
Meissen is eager to 

get started in Plymouth-

Dr. Michael Meissen 
comes from a family of 
educators. His dad was a 
teacher, his mom a school 
secretary, and his brother 
and sisters are all involved 
in education, bill bresler |

Canton, where he said 
the staff has "a real 
focus on doing what’s 
best fo r kids,”  and the 
board and administra
tion have put students 
in a position to succeed, 
particularly with new, 
rigorous programs like 
the STEM Academy and 
the international and 
arts academies.

“ I  think having those 
kinds o f options avail
able to students is real
ly  responsive to the 
needs o f the kids," 
Meissen said. “ By all 
measurables, they’ve 
really done that. The 
goal is to have a high 
quality of education at 
all levels. I  think to 
have pathways of spe
cialties fo r k ids ... I ’m 
very committed to a 
comprehensive experi
ence fo r students."

Getting the kids 
ready globally is a big 
challenge, he said. He 
recounted a conversa
tion he had w ith a new 
neighbor -  Meissen has 
taken up residence in 
Canton -  who w ill be 
moving to China.

“We need to position 
our students to be 
benchmarked with 
students around the 
world, literally,”  Meis
sen said.

Of course, preparing 
kids fo r what conies 
next -  be it college or 
the workplace -  is at the 
core o f what education 
is all about, he said.

“ They have a diplo
ma that equips them to 
compete with students 
around the world," 
Meissen said. “They’re 
prepared and equipped 
to be successful. That’s 
the essence o f what we 
do. You’re filled with 
great joy.”

bkadrich@home-
townlife.com

313-222-8899
Twitter: ©bkadrich

HELP

Canton Police are looking 
for help identifying this 
man, wanted for 
questioning regarding the 
theft of a credit card at the 
Summit on the Park.

Continued from Page A1

casion or o f Arabic 
descent.

Police said the man 
is believed to be famil
iar w ith the Canton 
area.

Police are asking 
anyone with informa
tion on the identity of 
the suspect to contact 
the Canton Police De
partment at 734-394- 
5400.

CHRISTMAS
Continued from Page A1

hometownlife.com and 
see the Facebook in
formation

A ll entries -  mail and 
online -  must be post
marked or submitted 
by midnight July 31.

Happy Christmas in 
July and good luck 
finding the holiday
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fo r Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

• Highly Compeilllve Inclusive Rates
• 24 Hour Professional Staffing
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner
• Medication Management
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
• Beauty & Barber Shop
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

(734) 453-3203
www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com



The fountain in Plymouth's Kellogg Park is a popular attraction, perhaps the most iconic landmark in the city.

Kellogg Park fountain 
popular place for visitors 
to make a special wish

The song Three Coins in  the 
Fountain was written fo r a 
1954 movie, an American ro
mantic comedy. Its writers 
might have had Plymouth’s 
Kellogg Park in mind.

“I t ’s probably one of the 
most iconic pieces o f Ply
mouth,”  said Chris Porman, 
director o f municipal services 
fo r the c ity o f Plymouth, re
fe rring to Kellogg Park’s foun
tain. “ I t  is the focal point of 
downtown.”

I t ’s not a huge revenue- 
producer fo r the city, but does 
boost coffers. "About $1,000,” 
Porman said of money col
lected from  the fountain each 
year. “Last year was $980 some 
odd dollars and change.”

This year, as o f July 9, visi
tors had tossed some $235 in 
the Plymouth fountain.

When Livonia resident Por
man started with Plymouth in 
1999 as a part-timer, he was

responsible fo r coin collection 
and other duties. The fountain 
is usually drained fo r cleaning 
on a Thursday morning, w ith a 
hose and shovel used to clean it

“ The labor-intensive part is 
actually to wash the change,” 
said Porman, adding the city 
uses a commercial coin 
counter.

“ I t  just goes back into the 
general fund, which it put into 
park maintenance,” he said. “ It 
helps defer the cost fo r park 
maintenance, that’s fo r sure."

He recalls visiting Westland 
Shopping Center as a child, and 
from fa iry tales would toss a 
penny or so into the “ wishing 
well, and hoping it comes 
true.”

This year, a romantic young 
person during prom season 
spelled out "PROM?”  in the 
fountain. "We have seen count
less wedding parties,”  either 
posing fo r photos in the park 
or tossing coins in  the fountain 
fo r good luck, Porman said.

Porman recalled a family 
reunion some six years ago 
w ith participants around the 
fountain in their matching 
T-shirts.

“They were all throwing 
coins in,” he said. "Those are 
probably some of the more 
memorable ones.”

TVash in  the fountain isn’t 
too bad, w ith screens on the 
filter. “Usually it ’s not too bad,”  
said Porman, who has no prob
lem w ith the coin tossers.

The fountain water is dyed 
pink fo r the Susan G. Komen 
3-Day breast cancer benefit. I t  
was also dyed purple recently 
for the Plymouth Relay for 
Life, Porman said.

By comparison, the Detroit 
Zoo’s central Rackham Foun
tain collects an average of 
$5,000 per year in coins. Funds 
are used to support the general 
operations o f the zoo, said 
spokeswoman Patricia Jane
way.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

Canton man charged 
in holdup attempt

Bridge card beef jerky  
purchase leads to  arrest

A deliveryman's appear
ance at a Plymouth Township 
gas station scared o ff a 
would-be robber on a recent 
Sunday morning, and police 
arrested a suspect the next 
day after tracing him 
through the Bridge card used 
to buy a package of beef 
je rky  just before the at
tempt.

Now, Tyler Robinson, 20, 
of Canton Township, and 
Matthew Ross, 21, o f Thylor, 
are charged w ith armed rob
bery in the June 30 attempt
ed holdup o f the Shell station 
at Five M ile and Beck, and 
also charged w ith armed 
robbery in the holdup o f a 
Mobil station at Merriman 
and Schoolcraft Road in Livo
nia, which happened shortly 
after the township incident.

The two were scheduled 
fo r a prelim inary hearing in 
the township case in 35th 
D istrict Court on Friday, but 
Judge Ron Lowe postponed 
the hearing un til Friday, Aug. 
2, partially because defense 
attorneys asked fo r more 
time to review evidence. 
Likewise, their prelim inary 
hearing in the Livonia hold
up, which was to take place 
Thursday in 16th D istrict 
Court, was postponed until 
Thursday, July 18, fo r evi
dence discovery.

Robinson was arrested by 
township officers July 1 at a 
local Walmart, after police 
traced the Bridge card -  a 
debit card fo r Michigan cash 
assistance and food-stamp 
recipients -  used at the Shell 
station to him, said Officer 
Charlie Rozum, the township 
detective in  charge o f the 
case. Further investigation, 
Rozum said, led to Ross, who 
had outstanding tra ffic  war
rants and was arrested July 3 
after a tra ffic  stop in Taylor. 
Police found a silver-colored 
toy pistol in the car he was 
driving, Rozum said.

Both men were being held

Robinson

in the Wayne County Jail on 
Friday.

In  the incident at the Shell 
station, Rozum said, two men 
walked in some time after 1 
a.m., and one of them bought 
a package o f beef je rky  with 
a Bridge card.

They left, Rozum said, and 
the man who had bought the 
beef je rky  returned a short 
time later and announced a 
holdup. He lifted his sh irt to 
show the clerk what ap
peared to be a silver-colored 
semiautomatic pistol, Rozum 
said.

But a man deliverying 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts 
then walked in, Rozum said, 
and apparently scared o ff the 
would-be robber, who left.

No one saw him leave in a 
vehicle, but the deliveryman 
said he thought he had seen a 
green pickup truck parked 
along Five Mile.

“You announce a robbery, 
that's sufficient fo r the 
crime,”  said Rozum. “ He got 
scared. I t  would’ve been 
completed had the delivery 
person not come."

Rozum said the delivery 
man didn’t see the gun the 
would-be robber had shown 
the clerk.

The Livonia holdup oc
curred a short time later; a 
man w ith what was de- , 
scribed as a silver pistol left 
the Mobil station w ith an 
undisclosed amount o f cash 
and a package of beef jerky, 
said Livonia Lt. Tom Goral- 
ski. No vehicle was seen.

Rozum said the man who 
announced the holdup in each 
case was wearing the same 
kind o f T-shirt: black, w ith a 
white eagle design on it.

mJachman@hometownlife.cc
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Plymouth grad, mom 
develop fitness app

Walking routes provide motivation to exercise regularly

Lisa Zaccone was doing a lot o f walk
ing and not really going anywhere, at 
least nowhere all that interesting.

That’s when the idea of putting all that 
walking -  she was trying to do 10,000 
steps a day -  to good use came to her. She 
and a friend had been plotting their walk
ing on a wall map o f the United States, 
try ing to figure out how long it would 
take them to go trans-continental.

Then the idea struck her: Why not 
have actual destinations available? She 
approached her son, 2006 Plymouth High 
School graduate John Zaccone, about 
developing a phone application that 
could take walkers to distand lands -  and 
landmarks.

The result: The free phone app “V irtu
al Walk,” a fitness tracker named Best 
Walking App fo r 2013 in the About.com 
Reader’s Choice Awards.

“ I t  just adds interest to the walking, 
and gives walkers something to look 
forward to at the end,”  said Lisa Zaccone, 
an associate professor at Schoolcraft 
College in Livonia and a former longtime 
Canton resident now liv ing in Hamburg 
Ibwnship.

H ow  fa r  is far?
The idea really came about when Zac

cone and a friend were plotting their 
mileage. They originally had the idea to 
determine how many steps it would take 
to get to Zingerman’s Deli in Ann Arbor; 
when they had walked enough, they 
drove to Zingerman’s.

When she got the idea fo r a phone 
app, she approached her son, a V ir
ginia Tech University graduate and 
software engineering now living in 
Richmond, Va. I t  took him about 
eight months to develop two varia
tions of the app -  one fo r a Droid, the 
other fo r the Apple phones.

Developing the app was right up his 
alley.

“I  have an engineering mindset, so I 
like solving problems,”  said John, whose 
firs t experience at programming came 
in the high school classroom o f teacher 
Ron Carlson. “ The whole engineering- 
solving problems is interesting to me. 
When you think about technology you 
think about computers, and my whole 
line of work and education is centered 
around that.”

Virtual Walk counts the user’s steps 
over time and helps set fitness goals. 
Users can choose GPS or treadmill mode 
to complete walking routes v irtua lly all 
over the U.S., without ever leaving their 
neighborhoods. Virtual Walk’s available 
landmarks include the Appalachian Trail, 
a tour o f the memorials in Washington 
D.C., national parks and other historic 
routes.

There is also an educational compo
nent to the application. Walkers can un
lock historical data and photos detailing 
the various routes. For instance, points 
along the virtual Appalachian Trail un
lock facts about the tra il as well as pho
tos various people have taken along it.

The same is true o f landmarks in New 
York City, the route o f the Boston Mara
thon and the Arches National Park in

Former Canton resident and 
Schoolcraft College professor 
Lisa Zaccone had the idea for 
the walking app, and 
approached her 
software-engineer son to help 
develop it.

° f th V nshot

Trailponi

M o tiv a tin g  uses
The application can be “ very motiva

tional,”  John said.
“(Walkers) keep track o f their miles 

over time, and day-to-day you don’t  real
ly  get to see that much progress,”  he 
said. “ But as you accumulate more miles, 
people like to look at it  as a bigger ac
complishment. T walked the length o f the 
Appalachian Trail in the last year.’ That’s 
a concrete way o f measuring your walk
ing over a longer period o f time.”

The application has five free walks 
available; the others are $1 apiece. V irtu
al Walk can be downloaded fo r free from 
the Google Play Store or the Apple app 
store.

While the pair had other ideas, Virtual 
Walk was what they came up with. That 
doesn’t mean more apps aren’t  in  the 
offing.

“We had tons o f directions we thought 
o f going,”  Lisa Zaccone said. "There are 
more ideas than time.’’

bkadrich9hometownlife.com
313-222-6899
Twitter 9bkadrich

Locals dance 
in national 
competition
The Dance Masters of 

America Competition, which 
started Thursday in New Or
leans, has a distinctly Ply- 
mouth-Canton flavor.

The competition features a 
pair o f local dancers, 8-year- 
old Emily Popa and 16-year-old 
Olivia Lovsin, both o f whom 
study at Joanne’s Dance Exten
sion in Canton.

Popa, a fourth 
grader at Galli- 
more Elemen
tary School, was 
named Petite 
Miss Dance at 
the Great Lakes 
Regional Dance Emily Popa 
Masters earlier 
this year in 
Grosse lie.

Olivia Lovsin 
is the reigning 
Miss Dance 2014, 
and has been a 
student at Joan
ne’s Dance Ex- Olivia 
tension since age Lovsin 
3. She studies
Aero, Ballet, Cecchetti, Con
temporary, Jazz, Lyrical, Mod
em, Musical Theater, Pointe 
and Thp.

Olivia, who won Teen Miss 
Dance in 2012, has performed 
in the Plymouth-Canton Ballet 
Company’s Nutcracker Ballet 
along with the Michigan Phil
harmonic fo r 10 years with 
roles including a mouse, Clara 
and the Snow Queen.

She w ill be attending Dance 
Masters o f America’s Student 
Honor Intensive Program at 
the University of Buffalo in 
New York following the com
petition, and w ill also be at
tending Jeffrey Ballet School’s 
New York City Jazz and Con
temporary Summer Intensives 
fo r two weeks in August.

In  New Orleans, Emily and 
Olivia are competing against 
some o f the most talented 
dancers around the country. 
They w ill perform in an open
ing number to be judged in tap, 
ballet, jazz and acrobatics 
classes along w ith an interview 
and a performance. She w ill 
also take several dance work
shops.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Rain no problem for Autos for Autism
50 cars show and $8,000 
raised for Burger Center

Rain didn't deter a 
committed group o f peo
ple who annually want to 
help raise money to sup- 

. port the Burger Center 
fo r Students w ith Autism 
in Garden City.

“ Rain or shine," said 
rain poncho-clad volun
teers who greeted guests 
and directed them where 
to park.

Autos fo r Autism was 
held Monday, July 8, on 
the grounds of Garden 
C ity H igh School despite 
the rain.

In  2000, a small group 
o f parents had an idea: 
Hold a custom car show 
to raise money fo r the 
Burger Center. Thirteen 
years later, the group 
has grown to a larger 
committee and the show 
has gone from  75 cars to 
250 cars and motorcy
cles in good weather.

The group raised 
$8,000 this year and 50 
cars were in the show.

"We raise money to 
supply the children with 
items not supplied 
through the school sys
tem,”  said Cecilia Nes
b itt who form erly co
chaired the show and 
currently serves on the 
committee. “We are sup
plying the iPads.”

H er last show
This was chairwoman 

Debbie Cross’s last year

having served in that 
position fo r 13 years.
Her son just graduated 
from the Burger pro
gram.

"We haven't had a 
show like this where we 
had this much rain,”  
Cross said. “We are so 
grateful fo r the people 
who have showed up.”

Lisa Clark w ill chair 
the show next year.

“This is my f irs t year 
and they asked to chair 
it,”  Clark said. She has a 
son in the program.

The rainy weather 
Monday showed that 
there is a deep-seated 
commitment by a lot of 
people out there who like 
cars and like helping 
kids.

“This is the rainiest 
that I  have ever been to 
but this is only my fifth  
one,” said Garden City 
Schools Superintendent 
M ichelle Cline. “This is a 
very large fundraiser 
and the money is used to 
support our students in  a 
variety o f ways.”

“ Usually by now 
(about 6 p.m .), the grass 
would be fu ll all the way 
(with cars),”  she said.

H elp ing  p rogram
The car show benefits 

the Autistic School Asso
ciation Inc., which raises 
money fo r the Burger 
Center where students 
range in age from  3 to 26 
and come from  through
out Wayne County.

s

Burger relies a lot on 
its own funding fo r spe
cial programs. The mon
ey goes towards activ
ities throughout the year 
like field trips, outings in 
the community and play
ground equipment up
grades.

School board member 
Darlene Jablonowski, 
who is a volunteer, kept 
smiling though she was 
soaked.

“We w ill do whatever 
i t  takes fo r these kids," 
Jablonowski said. “This 
is the rainiest one (show)

we’ve had but we still 
have some diehards com
ing out. More than half 
of these cars gave me 
more than the entry fee.”

Guests included State 
Rep. David Knezek, D- 
Dearbom Heights,
Wayne County Commis
sioner Richard LeBlanc, 
D-12th D istrict, and re
cently retired Garden 
C ity Middle School assis
tant principal Larry 
Conn.

The Garden City foot
ball team, parents and 
Conn were on site all

afternoon setting up.
The event also in

cluded a color guard, 
Star Wars characters 
and Ronald McDonald.

Jared Glasel, 12 years 
old in a few days, opened 
the show. The Westland 
resident, who attends 
Marshall Upper Ele
mentary School in West
land, sang the National 
Anthem. He said that he 
wasn’t  nervous.

sbuck @hometowrlifexom
313-222-2249
Twiner: @SueSbuck

Keegan Glasel of Westland 
enjoyed the train display 
set up by Chris Leach of 
Wayne.

I
Garden City residents Scott Doak and Darrel Bowlin check 
out a 1928 Model A at the car show at Garden City High
School. STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cars were parked under the trees to keep them dry during 
the rain soaked Autos for Autism event July 8. Stephen
CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Arthritis Today
J o s e p h  J .  W e is s , M . D .  

R h e u m a t o l o g y
18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone: (248) 478-7860

TECHNOLOGY AND 
ARTHRITIS

Like other aspects of medicine, the field of arthritis has entered the 
twenty first century. For medicine, the outstanding feature of the last 
10 years is the increasing place for applied technology.

In arthritis the best example is the development of musculo
skeletal MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging). MRI makes use of the 
effect of high powered magnets to change the position of hydrogen 
ions In muscle, bone, and ligaments. Computers can detect these 
changes and make them the basis of imaging that brings human 
anatomy, in detail, to the physician in his office. Both doctor and 
patient are able to see the basis for change, variations, abnormalities 
or breaks in normal body function.

Possibly within the next 5-7 years, physicians will have office MRI, 
not as powerful at the machines In hospitals, but good enough to 
provide excellent hand, shoulder, knee and ankle images. MRI 
examinations that now require a hospital appointment will be done 
at the time of an appointment, just as chest x-rays are done today.

The second breakthrough advancement is the application of 
ultrasound to arthritic conditions. Ultrasound works on the principle 
of sending sound waves Into the body, capturing the returning wave, 
and changing that shape into a pattern that a trained person can 
recognize as muscle, bone, nerve, blood vessel and ligament. With 
the ultrasound image in front of him, a physician can determine if 
a rotator cuff tear is present, or if excess fluid is the reason for a 
swollen knee or ankle.

Ultrasound guided needle placement makes it possible to reach 
any joint or bursa with precision. Any guess work on injecting a joint
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Norton instructs new 
volunteers with a list 
of commands.

An unspoken 
language

Leon gives pawsful of love to hospice patients

i ' m

He’s young and sensitive, 
affable and has a spring in his 
step. Those qualities w ill serve 
Leon well in his new job as he 
provides companionship, com
passion and good hugs fo r pa
tients o f Arbor Hospice.

Leon starts his work day by 
being dropped o ff at the Ply
mouth Arbor Hospice office on 
Ann Arbor Road by Cindy 
Palmer of Farmington Hills.

"M y kids have very much 
wanted a dog," said Palmer, 
Arbor Hospice bereavement 
counselor who works in Ann 
Arbor. “ I  thought, ‘Wow!’ This 
is an opportunity for us, espe
cially with my 10-year-old son.” 

When news spread that A r
bor Hospice was getting Leon, 
Palmer said she to ld hospice 
supervisors she and her family 
would be happy to take the 
18-month-old dog. “ We were 
interviewed and we got Leon.” 

Definitely a loving pet, Leon 
is nonetheless a working dog so 
Palmer’s family, including her 
son and 17-year-old daughter 
were also trained. ‘We have to 
keep i t  in mind. We have to be 
consistent w ith him. But we 
love him like a pet.”

Sociable a nd tra in e d
I t  seems everyone at Arbor 

Hospice have melting hearts 
fo r Leon, who was donated by 
Leader Dogs fo r the Blind, 
where he was in itia lly  trained. 
But Leon had anxiety when 
approaching steps and was 
offered to Arbor Hospice as a 
therapy dog.

“ When the dogs have issues, 
other alternatives are sought,”  
said Arbor Hospice staff mem

ber Sue Norton, Leon’s lead 
trainer.

By the end o f last week,
Leon — who is playful and fu ll 
o f slurps and licks — was to 
have started work visiting 
hospice patients. There is 
something not only heartwarm
ing, but calming fo r patients 
when a dog visits, Norton said.

"You have to remember that 
people in facilities probably 
had to leave behind their own 
pets. Leon gives them an oppor
tunity to reminisce,”  Norton 
said.

Leon w ill actually be sort of 
like a traveling working dog. 
Arbor Hospice serves patients 
in a seven county area that 
includes Wayne and Oakland. 
Arbor has an inpatient facility 
in Ann Arbor, but also cares fo r 
patients in their own homes.

‘We w ill take Leon wherever 
the patient is,”  Norton said.

Arbor Hospice has plenty of 
experience using therapy dogs 
to help patients. Leon joins the 
organization’s firs t dog, Alpine, 
who has such a busy schedule 
that taking Leon just made 
sense to accommodate all the 
needs.

How long Leon and Alpine 
stay w ith patients and what 
they do with them depends on 
the patient. A  patient w ith Alz
heimer’s disease was delighted 
when the therapy dog visited 
recently. “She was as happy as 
a clam,”  Norton said. “ She fe lt 
the dog was taking her fo r a 
walk."

has volunteered to take Leon to 
see patients.

Burd’s daughter, Alysha has 
also joined as a volunteer. And 
w ith her and a number of other 
volunteers, including Jacob 
and Christian L ittle  o f Garden 
City.

In  the past week, the volun
teers have also trained with 
Leon. “ I wanted to do it to make 
people’s passing and their fam
ilies more comfortable,”  said 
Alysha Burd, who wants to 
study psychology in college.

The L ittle  brothers have 
volunteered because health 
care is the field both have cho
sen to enter. " I t ’s a good field," 
Christian said. Jacob, who 
wants to work in health care 
administration said that volun
teering is good job experience 
fo r his future.

As long as there are patients 
to see, Leon w ill go to work 
every day — as does Alpine. 
But at the end of a long day of 
work, Leon w ill return to his 
Farmington H ills  family.

“He is actually very quiet,”  
Palmer said. “The only time we 
heard him bark was when we 
got out the Hula Hoop.”

Ooops. The Palmers had no 
idea Leon would so love the 
Hula Hoop. But he is a therapy 
dog, so training had to k ick in 
and the Hula Hoop is no longer 
one o f the dog’s toys.

“We really have to keep in 
mind that Leon is a working 
dog,”  Palmer said. “ He really 
loves people and we love him.”

Unspoken connection Arbor Hospice is seeking volunteers. If
The truth is, dogs and hu- interested, contact the organization at

mans share a universal lan- 888-992-2273.
guage. “ I t ’s beyond language.
I t ’s an unspoken thing,”  said imaliszews@hometownlife.com
Livonia resident A rt Burd, who 313-550-8558
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Livonia Public Schools 
Opens Renowned Academically Talented Program 

to Out-of-District Students
Four seats are open to students entering 7th grade in fall 2013 

L im ite d  R e g is tra tio n  w in d o w : J u ly  8 - 3 1 ,  2 0 1 3
Livonia Public Schools is opening its Middle School Alternative Classrooms for 

the Academically Talented (MACAT) program to Limited Schools of Choice 
for the 2013-14 school year. This program is geared toward academically 

talented students looking for a specialized learning experience. 
Registration will open from July 8-31, 2013 

Application materials and program information is available at 
the Livonia Public Schools Administration building at 

15125 Farmington Road, Livonia Ml 48154 (8:00 a.m. -  4:00 p.m. M - Th)
All candidates MUST meet the MACAT selection testing criteria.
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Digital Roots CEO Jason Wolcott (far left) and Northville Mayor Chris Johnson cut the 
ribbon at the technology company's new home inside the old Ford Plant.

Tech company plants roots
By Lonnie Huhman

A growing technology 
company has put down 
roots in Northville.

Michigan-based Digi
ta l Roots, a social media 
and CRM software com
pany, has relocated its 
headquarters to the his
toric Ford Plant in North- 
ville ’s Waterwheel build
ing. The firm , which is 
rapidly expanding in 
terms o f its clients and 
team members, wants to 
add to the vibrancy of 
downtown.

“ I  am humbled, proud 
and excited to announce 
the expansion of our 
offerings and growth as 
an organization,”  said 
Jason Wolcott, Digital 
Roots founder and CEO, 
who grew the organiza
tion into a multimillion- 
dollar, international en
terprise in just five 
years. "As more busi
nesses leverage social 
media to improve their 
customer experience and 
brand consideration, the 
need fo r efficient, effec
tive social CRM products 
and services is increas
ing. We’re happy to be 
servicing that demand 
from our new headquar
ters in Michigan.”

A ribbon cutting cere
mony was held June 28 
w ith Northville Mayor 
Chris Johnson, state Rep. 
K u rt Heise, stae Sen. 
Patrick Colbeck as well 
as other governmental 
officia ls on hand along 
w ith the sta ff o f Digital

Roots and their friends 
and family.

Johnson said there 
have been other ideas for 
the old Ford building, but 
some were not right. He 
referenced one idea to 
make the old plant into 
condos. Digital Roots is 
what Johnson said he had 
more in mind when 
thinking about the future 
of the historic plant at 
Main and Griswold 
streets.

In  1995, the Ford 
Valve Plant was added to 
the National Register of 
H istoric Places.

“You can really say 
historic things and you 
can really go forward in 
historical places, you 
just have to use your 
own imagination,”  John
son said. “ We're only 
limited by our imagina
tions. Anything and ev
erything is possible. We 
just have to get there 
and these folks (Digital 
Roots) are some of the 
people that w ill get us 
there."

The building was 
home to the Ford plant 
that created engine 
valves fo r many o f its 
premier automobiles, 
including the Model T. 
Digital Roots is the firs t 
company that has been 
granted access to the 
penthouse area o f the 
suite, which Henry Ford 
used as his personal 
office.

“We’re excited to be 
part o f this Northville 
community,”  Wolcott

The community 
atmosphere and down
town experience is at
tractive to their staff, he 
added.

Digital Roots said its 
changing the way For
tune 100 companies u til
ize social media in their 
customer relationship 
management practices 
w ith proprietary soft
ware and a simple ob
jective -  to help brands 
establish roots in a digi
ta l world.

Solutions available 
through D igital Roots 
enable brands to easily 
manage relationships, 
enhance their reputation, 
improve revenue and 
retain customers. The 
company currently ser
vices 25 brands, 80 per
cent of which are listed 
as Fortune 500.

As the tech communi
ty  in the greater Detroit 
area continues to flour
ish, D igital Roots said i t ’s 
dedicated to becoming a 
job hub fo r local talent 
and is proud o f its M ichi
gan roots.

The company is pas
sionate about sticking to 
its mantra, “ our roots 
run deep” , whether by 
engaging in community 
events or by being an 
advocate fo r the region.

D igital Roots is locat
ed at 235 E Main Street, 
Suite 104, and to learn 
more about them go to 
digitalroots.com.

lhuhman@hometownlife.com 
(248) 437-2011, ext. 255, 
Twitter:@lhuhman
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2 0 %  O F F
ANY SERVICE, REPAIR, 
PARTS, ACCESSORIES 
&  BOUTIQUE ITEMS

Up to $ 100 in Total Savings.
Valid al Don Massey Cadillac Plymouth only. Must be 
presented at time of write up̂ Notvalid witĥ ny other 
nchidc Ik s ji^ ^ h ^ o tg ^ t^ ^ ^ s h ^  supplies

$99.00
POT HOLE SPECIAL

Includes:
Tire Balance &  Rotation,
&  Front End Alignment

Valid at Don Massey Cadillac Plymouth only.

F R E E  
L O A N E R  CARS
With any collision center repair.

We service all makes and models.
We are a direct repair facility for many

Full warranty on a ll repairs.

H o u rs  o f  o p e ra tio n : M o n ., T h u rs . 7:30 am  - 7:00 pm ; 
Tues., W ed., F r i. 7 :30  am  - 6 :00  p m ; Sa t. 8 :00  am  - 1:00  pm

C a ll Today fo r  an A p p o in tm e n t

( 7 3 4 )  4 5 3 - 7 5 0 0
w w w .donm asscvcadillac.com

Do you suffer from

TYPE 2 DIABETES?
FREE Gourmet Dinner and Seminar will reveal why your diabetes is 

continuing to get worse despite medications, diet and exercise.

A ffe r th re e  ye a rs  o f  b e in g  t r e a te d  fo r  d ia b e te s , h ig h  b lo o d  p ressu re  a n d  
ris ing  c h o le s te ro l, I w a s  fru s tra te d ! I d id  e v e ry th in g  m y  p h y s ic ia n  to ld  m e  
to  d o : d ie t , e x e rc is e  a n d  m e d ic a t io n s . Yet, m y  n u m b e rs  w e re  n o t  im p ro v in g , 
I w a s  t ire d , m y  jo in ts  a c h e d ,  m y  w e ig h t  loss w a s  s ta lle d  a n d  th e  o n ly  a n s w e r 
m y  p h y s ic ia n  h a d  w a s  m o re  d ru g s ! I k n e w  th e re  h a d  to  b e  a  b e t te r  w a y .
A n d  th e re  w a s . Dr. S h ie lds fo u n d  th e  key to  u n lo c k  th e  p u zz le  o f  m y  h e a lth . It 
h a s  b e e n  a n  a m a z in g  jo u rn e y . Six m o n th s  la te r, I a m  5 0  p o u n d s  lig h te r, m y 
n u m b e rs  a re  b e a u t ifu l a n d  m y  p h y s ic ia n  h a s  d e c la r e d  I a m  no  lo n g e r  
a  d ia b e t ic !  N o  m o re  m e d ic a t io n s ,  a n d  I fe e l th e  h e a lth ie s t I h a v e  in  y e a rs ....
I a m  fu ll o f  e n e rg y , n o  jo in t  p a in  a n d  I k n o w  h o w  to  s ta y  th is  w a y ! 
—  D e s ire e  L. o f  M ic h ig a n

Discover how to:
• Regain contro l o f your health  -  an d  your life.
• Enjoy normal, stable b lood  sugar levels w ithout 

relying on prescription drugs and  insulin shots.
• Lose excess pounds and  inches and  banish 

unw anted  fo o d  cravings.
• Recapture your energy a nd  fee l healthy again.
• Reverse your Type 2 D iabetes naturally.
• Find ou t why the  trad itional app ro a ch  to  d iabetes -  

diet, exercise, a nd  drugs - has failed.

Take the first step in regaining your life. 
Register todayll
If you suffer from  d iabe tes or have been d iagnosed as 
p re -d iabe tic  you m ay qualify to  a ttend  this seminar.
Sign up  today ! Early registration is en cou raged  as seating 
is lim ited. O ne guest is welcom e.

Integrative*/W ellness
C E N T E R S

39111 Six Mile Road • 160 
Livonia, Ml 48152

Your results m ay vary depend ing  upon age, 
com pliance, cond ition  and  other factors.

L o c a t io n :  M a r r io t t  D e t r o i t  L iv o n ia
17100 N. Laurel Park Dr., L ivon ia , M l 48152 

(One b lock from 1-275 N)

D a te :  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u ly  1 7 th  @ 6 :0 0 p m
Presented b y  Dr. Josh Shields D.C.

To reg is ter c a ll us a t

248-697-2044
or go online at www.IWCENTERS.com

Please RSVP, registration is required. Call o r g o  online for add itiona l dates.



Madonna University 
students honored at 

Michigan’s Emmy Awards
Students and alumni 

from Madonna Univer
s ity’s broadcast and 
cinema arts program 
garnered three awards 
at this year's Emmy 
Awards of the National 
Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, M ich
igan Chapter. Madonna 
student projects earned 
five of the 15 statewide 
nominations.

The firs t Emmy was 
in the Music Video Cate
gory fo r “ Get Back on 
Your Feet," a video shot 
and produced fo r De
troit-based country 
musician Paulina Jayne. 
Kyle Frances M cN iff of 
Novi, Ashley Benton of 
Canton, Cory Davis of 
Wixom, Jonathan Gray 
of Livonia, and Luke 
LaBenne o f Dearborn 
Heights created the 
winning video.

Madonna students 
also won in the Editor 
Category fo r “Detroit 
Derby Girls,” a commer
cial fo r a Detroit based 
roller-derby team. The 
winning video was cre
ated by Ashley Benton 
o f Canton, Alyse Paquin 
o f Whitmore Lake, Kyle

Madonna University students and their instructors pose 
together at the Emmy Awards celebration. Back Row: 
Jennifer Champagne, Detroit, Chelsea Jenkins,
Westland, Alyse Paquin, Whitmore Lake, Charles Derry, 
Dexter, Ashley Benton, Canton, Angela Keller, Dearborn, 
Front Row: Jon Gray, Garden City. Cory Davis, Wixom, 
Mark Radwan, Livonia, and Adam Woloszyk, Plymouth.

Frances M cN iff of Novi, 
Jonathan Gray o f Livo
nia, Luke LaBenne of 
Dearborn Heights, and 
Christopher Paddock of 
Dexter.

The final award in the 
Public Affairs/Commu
nity Service Category 
went to Chelsea Jenkins 
o f Westland, fo r her 
video "Neighborhood 
Service Organization 
(NSO),”  about the NSO 
Bell Building, which the 
local nonprofit reno
vated to provide apart
ments for the homeless

in Detroit.
In  addition to the 

Emmy awards, the Dr. 
Lynne Boyle-John 
Schimpf scholarship 
was awarded to Madon
na University’s Ashley 
De’La McClendon of 
Detroit, a broadcast and 
cinema arts and sign 
language studies stu
dent.

Madonna students 
have been nominated for 
an Emmy each year 
since 2007, and at least 
one Emmy was awarded 
every year but one.

Tell us about our best resale find
Tell us in 25 words o 

less (include a photo, 
too) about the best bar
gain or simply your 
favorite purchase at a 
resale shop.

Send your email to 
srosiek@hometown- 

a. Be sure to

include what you bought 
(name of shop) and 
where (include a com
munity location) and 
why you believe i t is the 
best.

Five lucky winners 
w ill receive a gas card 
so they can shop some

more. Deadline to sub
m it your entry is mid
night July 21.

Be sure to look fo r a 
story on resale shops 
and your favorite finds 
in the August edition of 
Hometown Life Woman.

Great- grandmother pens 
book of poems about 
ups and downs of life

Nancy and Robert 
Jones o f Livonia have 
been through a lot during 
their 59 years of mar
riage, raising eight chil
dren and even losing one 
to a violent death.

Nancy, 76, sometimes 
had trouble sleeping 
because of the emotions 
and feelings she kept 
inside.

Then one night about 
40 years ago, while wide 
awake and praying for 
help to go to sleep, God 
came to her in a vision 
and told her, “ Get up and 
write,” she said.

She did what she was 
instructed, but what she 
wrote didn’t t make sense 
to her so she took it to a 
Catholic priest. He told 
her, “You know some
thing happened to you,” 
and she said, "You don’t 
have to te ll me; I was 
there."

Shortly after that, 
Nancy started writing 
poetry and she was able 
to le t her emotions flow 
through her pen. She had 
never written poetry 
before.

Nancy's daughter, 
Laura Robertson of 
Brighton, recently had a 
book containing 190 of 
her mother’s poems pub
lished. Titled “ Moods and 
Emotions,”  it ’s available 
fo r $15 on lulu.com. A 
second book of poems is 
in  the works.

“Each one has meant 
something to me,”  Nancy 
said o f her poems, sum

marizing their topics as 
“the moods and emotions 
of my life.”

Some are light-hearted 
like the one about a pet 
fly  in the attic; others are 
more serious like the one 
about a red rose pin she 
lost that her deceased son 
had given her.

Family members and 
friends who have read 
them said some make 
them laugh while others 
make them cry. And, they 
can relate to the ups and 
downs o f a decades-long 
marriage and the feel
ings o f grief over the loss 
o f a loved one. People te ll 
her," I  can understand 
that situation; I ’ve been 
there,”  she said.

301)3 *5  °  HMU'fficKin! 
o  B K t o Q i E B M B E i D  °  U H a a jS / l f g s G  

o \VMM3 0 M M t p  °  ISB370 iEgC5
•Up to me quarts ot MotorcraTI® oil and oil llllef. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal lees extra. Hybrid battery test 
excluded. See participating Quick Una* lor exclusions and details through 8/31/13. -Source: Based on EPA luel 
economy 2010 MY data at http://www.epa.gov/otaq/letrends.htm and the $3.69 average price ot a gallon ol regular 
unleaded gas In the U S. on October 22,2012, at www.lueleconomy.gov.

T m n m p

Motorcraft® Brake Service Rebate 
s9 9 55 .G e t  up to a l - f e T S I

Up to
S5Q00
$4095

Get up te a  I I I  ^ % U | f

* 5 0  »

WE'LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE

  _  _  ON THE
n g f l * * C  13 MAJOR
r l f  l t » E  brands
TIR E CUARXHTEE WE SELL

mail-in rebate* when you use the 
Quick Lane Credit Card
on a qualifying purchase ot >250 or more 
(before tax). Redeem y ** ‘

Local fa n  club

Delphine Whitesock, 
84, one o f Nancy’s neigh
bors at the McNamara 
Towers, said the resi
dents there enjoy reading 
Nancy’s poems, which 
are occasionally posted 
up on the bulletin board. 
Some residents have 
purchased her book. 
Whitesock has a signed

from love,”  Whitesock 
said, describing Nancy as 
a down-to-earth, kind and 
loving person who’s very 
devoted to her husband.

“ Having a big family 
like she has and comes 
from, I  can see where she 
gets all of her material," 
Whitesock said.

Many of the poems are 
about Nancy and Robert’s 
marriage. Grade-school 
sweethearts in Detroit, 
they married when she 
was 17 and he was 18.

“ I  saw him and fe ll in 
love and he saw me and 
all o f a sudden we were a 
couple,”  Nancy said of 
their firs t meeting.

Robert worked as a 
roofer, Nancy mostly as a 
homemaker. Nancy 
struggled w ith bipolar 
disorder until about 20 
years ago when she was 
prescribed the right med
ication.

“ He had to put up a lot 
with me,”  she said.

Menopause put a 
strain on their marriage, 
and both have had their 
share of health issues. 
Nancy has had open- 
heart surgery. Robert, 
back, hip and hernia 
surgery.

“We’re very happy, but 
we went through an aw
fu l lot together,” Nancy 
said. Tbday, they have 20 
grandchildren and 22 
great-grandchildren.

Other poems are about 
their son Greg, who was 
shot to death during a 
figh t in the park at age 
26.

"Letting it out has 
helped," she said. “ He 
(Greg) s till comes in  my 
dreams," she said.

Nancy said writing 
poetry cured her insom
nia. Now, she said, she’s 
asleep “before Jeopar
dy’s over and I don’t get 
up until 5 o r 6 in the 
morning.”

ksmith@hometownlife.

khln 30 day* of pmteM.

are right for you! Search by vehicle or tire size at qulcklanellvonla.com

Q u ic k  ta n e  ot Bill Brown Fon!
Tine s ac/to ceM-fen
32230 P lym outh  Road, L ivon ia , M ich igan  48150 

Sat 8am-5pm h ttp ://w w w .q u ic k la n e liv o m a .c o m /

Plymouth

SHOWTIMES 7/12*7/

KIDS SUMMER 
MOVIES $l«o«

D-BOX ADDS MOTION SEATING



Retirees, plan ahead before gifting children
Q: Dear Rick: Earlier this 

year, I retired and began 
collecting Social Security. 
My wife retired a few 
years ago and she began 
collecting Social Security at 
that time. We get a little 
over S3,000 a month from 
Social Security. We figure it 
costs us about $5,000 a 
month to live. We have no 
pensions and our current 
portfolio is about $800,000. 
We're in our late 60s. We 
figure we have enough to 
last us the rest of our lives. 
We have four kids and my 
wife would like to help 
them out now if we can. 
She would like to gift 
about $50,000 to each. If 
we gift the money would 
we still be in good shape 
for our needs?

A: I  think it's great 
that you want to help 
your kids and make their 
life  easier. However, in 
your situation I  would 
not recommend the 
$200,000 in gifts. An 
$800,000 portfolio gives

you much more flexib il
ity  than a $600,000 one. 
This is particularly true 
since i t is possible that 
you and your w ife can be 
around another 30 
years..

We know that Social 
Security is not going to 
increase as much as 
your cost o f living. 
Therefore, it  is impor
tant to have a portion of 
your portfolio continu
ously reinvested fo r the 
future.

As a general rule, 
when you're in retire
ment the most you want 
to withdraw from  your 
portfolio is 4 percent. I  
generally prefer a 3.5 
percent rate based upon 
the fact that people are 
living longer and the

cost o f living is rising 
much faster than the 
stated inflation rate. I 
believe the $800,000 in 
your portfolio provides 
you a little  cushion while 
i f  you only had $600,000 
you could have d iff icu l
ties down the road.

The hardest aspect of 
deciding how much mon
ey is enough is knowing 
how long someone w ill 
live. In  today’s world 
living 30-plus years in 
retirement is not un
common and before long 
that w ill be the norm.

Reduce g ifts
In  the m ajority of 

situations I 'm  not in 
favor o f large gifts. I  
recognize that there is a 
difference between leav
ing someone an inheri
tance and giving them a 
g ift. When you leave an 
inheritance you don’t get 
to see how that money 
improves someone’s life 
as you would w ith a gift.

F lea /T ic k
M e d ic a t io n s

W a y n e  X fe

MerciA n i i maJ
Hospital

Full Service Veterinary Hospital

D r. A v ta r M adahar D .V .M . i Treating A ll Exotic and Pocket Animals 
Urtt^w nniR oaJj1̂  R° ad “ Quality Service at an Affordable Price”
W estland, M I  48186 I M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5

'FR E E T""]j""FR E E !"”’
COMPLETE HEARTWORMTEST j

I PHYSICAL EXAMS j j  Heartw orm  Preventative
valid any o*ba oHm. Wfth coapoa.Expire* 8/31/201̂ j| v>IU wub ̂ (̂ oBcn.Wilhcoopoo. Espira 8 î/20l3j|

r $67 n lf3 5  1
[v a c c in e  PACKAGE-Dogs! * VACCINE PACKAGE j
| Wellness Exam • Distemper/Parvo Combo |  |  D ogS &  Cats |
I  Corona • Leplo • Bordetella • Fecal Test a ■ Wellness Exam • Fecal Test I
1 Heartworm Test • Rabies (1 Year) I I  Distemper Combo • Ueworming I

That being said, I  don’t 
want anyone having to 
be put in the position of 
having to ask their kids 
fo r money. I ’d rather be 
safe than sorry and that 
is why I  don’t recom
mend the $50,000 gifts.

There potentially is 
an alternative. As op
posed to making $50,000 
in gifts, you can cut it  
down to $10,000.. Down 
the road, depending upon 
your financial situation, 
you can consider addi
tional g ifts. However, at 
this point $50,000 per

child is excessive.
Many parents want to 

help their children who 
are experiencing f i 
nancial d ifficu lty. The 
problem is giving them 
money may not solve 
their problems. The 
reality may be that your 
child is living above 
his/her means and needs 
to cut back. Giving them 
money may be putting a 
Band-Aid on the prob
lem. Unless they change 
their spending habits, 
making a g ift may only 
be a temporary fix .

Before you g ift mon
ey make sure you have 
the resources to protect 
yourself and make sure 
that whomever you g ift 
money to w ill spend that 
money wisely.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His website is 
www.bloomasset 
managementcom. If you 
would like him to respond to 
your questions, email 
rickObloomasset 
managementcom.

O u td o o r  
M o v ie  N ig h t !

T h u r s d a y ,  
J u l y  1 8

f o u n t a i n  a r e a  at 
C r e s c e n t  B lv d .  A  I n g e r s o l  D r .

F R E E  P o p c o r n  plus 
beverages fo r sale during  
th e  movie.

For com plete details on 
N ovi Town Center m ovie, v is it 
www.novitownccnteccom

Novi Town Center 43259 Crescent Blvd.

(248) 347.3830 K J  SIMON'

M E T R O ^ V E I N
▼  C E N T E R S

G et Vein Free, Pain Free!
• Covered by most insurance companies

• Non-surgical, confortable laser procedure

• No down time

• Stop tired, aching legs

• FREE initial screening

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

• Rochester Hills

• West Bloomfield

• Clinton Twp.

• Canton

• Dearborn

248.266.0665 I MetroVeinCenters.com

1

Board-certified doctors



H o s t  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t

jam iues

(3

Act as a mentor. Learn a new culture. 
Create a lifelong friendship. Become a host!

n  Vanguard College
Preparatorg School and 

Green Planet in supporting 
global diversity. 

CONTACT US:
( 7 8 1 )9 9 6 -0 4 2 9

info@gphomestay.com 
www.gphomestay.com...

ruuan
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Owner Caleb Bond of Westland is organizing a game festival Saturday, July 20, at his Gamers Ave in Garden City.
STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Including: Funeral Director, Staff, Embalming, 
Cosmetology, Full Preparation, 2 Day/4 Hour 
Use of Facilities, All Transportation, Hearse,

Fine Metal Casket, Registry Book, 
Acknowledgement Cards, All Necessary 
Documentation, Death Certificates (3) 

and Chapel use with Organ.

We bea t-am  ae /iw ne p t ic F i J
Free use of qurjbanquet room lor iv a ^ j  

Roger Husband/Director

Husband Family Funeral Home
2401 S. Wayne Road • Westland, Ml 48186

7 3 4 - 3 3 1 -:3 3 4 9

Festival offers video 
gamers chance to play

Caleb Bond is hoping fo r a big 
crowd at the firs t game festival 
he's holding at Gamers Ave in 
Garden City Saturday.

There w ill be plenty to noon to 8 
p.m. Food, music, free raffles and 
game tournaments featuring Call 
to Duty, Halo 4 and Super Smash 
Bros. Brawl and prizes and in
struction on using modified con
trollers are planned. There also 
w ill be small tournaments featur
ing retro games from the 1980s 
and 1990s and a big game sale, too.

" I  have a radio station coming 
and costumed characters, I ’m 
try ing to put on a small video con
vention here,”  said the Westland 
resident. “ I ’m  try ing to bring a big 
c ity convention feeling to Garden 
City-1 try  to do that on a daily 
basis or a weekend, but i t ’s hard to 
do, so I  decided to do an event and 
get gamers together so that they 
can meet each other.”

Plenty o f  TVs
For the tournaments, Bond w ill 

use the 20 fla t screen TVs he has

in the game area of the store as 
well as have at least eight more 
TVs outside provided by vendors. 
He estimates there should be at 
least 30 setups fo r the event.

The entry is free fo r the tourna
ments, all gamers have to do is 
show up -  “ The earlier the better,”

“Everybody w ill be a winner, 
and i f  too many show up fo r the 
tournaments, I can hold a raffle to 
determine slots and speed rounds 
to have more players involved,”  he 
said. “ I ’m  hoping to get people who 
want to run other tournaments the 
day of. This is my firs t big event. 
I ’l l  see how i t  goes.”

Bond got into the game business 
in 2009. Four years ago, he part
nered with Chris Allers, opening 
his retail business inside what was 
then the Game Yard. Allers had 
opened the gaming place in the 
storefront o f f the Kmart parking 
lot at Ford and Middlebelt in 2007 
after taking a buyout from  one of 
the Big 3 automakers. When he 
was called back to work last year, 
Bond took over.

“ I  wanted to start a business 
where my family could be in

volved,”  he said. ‘T wanted a place 
where gamers would feel wel
come. As a kid I  was a gamer and I 
still play.”

M ak in g  changes
The gaming area dominated the 

Game Yard, but Bond has reversed 
it. The playing area with the 20 
TVs is set up in an area away from 
the fron t door. Playing time costs 
S4 fo r an hour, $10 fo r three hours, 
$15 fo r five hours and $25 fo r all 
day.

Business has been “ pretty 
good,” w ith retail sales carrying it. 
Bond hopes that by holding the 
game festival, he w ill "cement in 
the minds o f kids”  that Gamers 
Ave is a place to go and hang out.

“The whole point is to meet 
others kids who share the same 
interest,”  he said. "Everything is 
going smoothly so far.”

More information about Gam
ers Ave can be found online at 
www.GamersAve.com or by call
ing 734-466-9020. Gamers Ave is at 
29552 Ford, Garden City.

Make a good 
garage sale GREAT

ONLINE MAPPING —  CALL 1 -3 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5

1 WORLD'S MOST ADVANCED HEARING TECHNOLOGY

■ ■ Z O L N D S  •  J l  •  IHearing Aids Call Today 
and Receive
■ f  FREE Charging Station* 

> /  FREE Remote Control*

with your purchase of a Clareza or

COMPETITORS' AIDS 
COMPLAINTS:

Can't hear in noisy places 

Whistles and squeals 

Poor sound quality

O  Battery replacement 

High cost

N O  O TH E R  H E A R IN G  A ID  C O M P A R E S  - EV EN  AT 4 x  THE PRICE!

R l A ^ D  4  Channel C L / f l E Z 4  16 Channel IN P R E Z O  20  Channel

$795 MSRP
$1299

Huge savings!

SOLUTIONS:
S  Reduced background noise 

through digital technology 

No more squeals 

S  Fully rechargeable 

V ' Improved sound quality 

57 exclusive patents found 
only in hearing aids!

Per A id
YOU SAVE $504 per aid

• Fully Digital
4  Channel Resolution 

- Noise Cancellation 
Accurate Programming

• Amazing Clarity
• Same Day Fitting

$999 MSRP
$2999

Per A id
YOU SAVE $2000 per aid

• Advanced Digital
• 16 Channel Resolution
• Dynamic Feedback Cancellation
• Intuitive Noise Cancellation2™
• Accurate Programming
• Amazing Clarity
• Same Day Fitting
» Rechargeable -  Never Buy Batteries!
• EnviroSenze Plus™
• Shock Sound Suppression 

FREE Remote Control*
FREE Charging Station*

$1495MSRP
$3499

Per A id
YOU SAVE $2004 per aid

• Premium, Digital
• 20 Channel Resolution
• Dynamic Feedback Cancellation
• Intuitive Noise Cancellations™
• Accurate Programming
• Amazing Clarity
• Same Day Fitting
• Rechargeable -  Never Buy Batteries!
• EnviroSenze Plus™
• Shock Sound Suppression
• W idest Fitting Range
• Smallest Rechargeable Power Product
• ZAdivelife™ W ind Noise Cancellation 

FREE Remote Control*
FREE Charging Station*

, The Zounds personal remote makes it easy lor you to adjust your hearing aids 
to any setting, whether you're enjoying a dinner out or music at home.

P \  With the convenient recharging station you can simply charge your aids 
\  overnight ■ in the morning they are ready to go!

W hy settle for less when you can get the 
latest technology at an affordable price?

CALL TODAY FOR A FREl HEARING EXAM!
P ly m o u th
(734) 403-4664
5 3 7 W .  A n n  A r b o r  R d. 

Plym outh, Ml

Z O L N D S
Hearing A ids W orth W earing

To f in d  o u t m ore, v is it 
w w w .ZoundsH earing.com

•Limit one remote and charger per customer. '"SIOOO minimum purchase, 25% down payment and 48 months financing i 
Expires 07/26/13. Not valid with other offers. Void where prohibited. ©2013 Zounds Hearing, Inc.

n approved credit. Present this ad at Zounds Hearing Center.



‘ M u d ,  m u d ,  

g l o r i o u s  m u d ’
K id s ,  a d u l t s  w a l l o w  a w a y  

a t  a n n u a l  p a r k s  e v e n t

Em ily  Cunningham already has a plan 
fo r next year. She’s coming back to 
the Wayne County Parks’ Mud Day 

and repeat as the Queen o f Mud.
Hiesday, the R iverview youngster won 

the crown as the muddiest g ir l at the 26th 
annual Mud Day. She was covered from  
head to toe in mud w ith  flower, grass and 
lea f accents provided by her sister Au
tumn Boyd and cousins Sophia Nikonow- 
icz and Georgia Browning.

“ I ’m  excited, I  started getting ready 
fo r this when I  got here,”  said E m ily  o f 
her muddy honor.

"We’ve been planning i t  out since last 
night,”  added her sister.

Joining her on the M ud Day throne 
was V icto r Epson o f Southfield who opted 
to put his face in  the water and lie  in the 
gooey muck.

“ I t  feels great to be king,”  he said. “ I 
th ink I  won because I  was rea lly muddy.”

A  smaller than usual crowds o f mud- 
loving youngsters and adults turned out 
to  romp in  the 75-foot by 150-foot mud pit, 
created by Wayne County Parks crews. 
Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano 
was on hand to lead the countdown to the 
mad dash to the mud.

“We had i t  perfect yesterday and the 
ra in came,”  said Ray Glenn, maintenance

supervisor. “ I t ’s a lit t le  soupier now.”
Ke llie  Laskey o f Canton and her hus

band Brian brought three-year-old Jayla 
to her f irs t  Mud Day. Laskey had seen 
her playing in the mud a few months ago 
and thought about M ud Day. A fte r seeing 
a piece on YouHibe, they were convinced 
they should go.

“We’re de fin ite ly coming back next 
year,”  she said.

Logan Sibel o f Bedford, and Sarah and 
Ben Rojewski o f Livonia acted like movie 
stars, posing fo r the paparazzi. Sarah has 
been doing M ud Day since she was 4 and 
her bro ther was 2, and according to Julie 
Sibel, i t  was the ir mother N ikk i Rojew- 
ski-Sharples who dragged her into it.

“ I  don’t  care what people th ink, i t ’s 
fun,”  said Logan Sibel.

“ I  love it,”  added Sarah Sharpies.
The last tim e Mikaela Buresch and 

Autumn Strong got rea lly muddy was 
playing soccer. But Hiesday, the two 
teens admitted they went way beyond 
game muddy as they sloshed around in 
the mud pit.

“ I  feel like  a pig,”  said Strong who was 
covered from  head to toe in  mud.

“ I  feel like  I ’m in a b a rn ... and i t  de fi
n ite ly smells like one,”  added Buresch 
who was in  s im ilar condition.

Joshua Laskey of Canton takes a mud bath.

splash in the
mud during
Wayne
County's
Mud Day

Tuesday
afternoon.
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Western Wayne County HazmatTeam 
technician James Ursitti hoses down Mike 
Gronau of Garden City

Barbara Strong of Livonia helps get mud 
Mikaela Buresch of Howell

of the eye of

Canton residents Chole Kemp, mom Shannon and 
brother Brevin have a snack before the Mud Day event

C H R IS T M A S  S A tE I
Our Biggest &  Best Toy Sale O f The Year!

20% Off ~Storewldel
Michigan’s Largest Selection of 

Specialty Toys U nder One Roof!
The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier

DollHospital.com 3WW.12Mte.Ba*ltiy24»54»3115M<i<ySal'
er Shop

Fun is  ju s t  a b u s  r id e  aw ay.

New Breakthrough Surgical Treatment Option 
Now Available for MACULAR DEGENGERATION

Now a tiny telescope placed in 
the eye helps patients read and 

see faces.
ow telescope implants

in help.
Call for an appointi
Low Vision of Michigan 
> 877-677-2020
Sheldon L Smith, O.D.

i: 1 -800-259-4150

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?

Compare Our Prices! Call us toll-free at 1-800-259-4150.
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kmart
S I N G E R

HEAVY DUTY SCHOOL MODEL SEW 
& SERGE SEWING MACHINES

These are brand new 2013 Singer school model sewing machines. 
These sewing machines remain UNSOLD.

THEY MUST BE SOLD NOW!
These special heavy-duty school machines have a metal hook 

and are built for years of extended service.
All machines are new in factory-sealed cartons.

25-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY MACHINE... 
WHAT IS A SEW & SERGE SEWING MACHINE??? 

FIRST, IT IS A SOPHISTICATED SEWING MACHINE...
That does buttonholes (any size), invisible Blind Hems, Monograms, 

Double Seams, Zippers, Sews on Buttons, Darning, Appliqub, Zlg Zag, Basting, 
Pin Tucking, Quilting, and much more, just turn the dial to Sew Magic! 
SECOND, IT HAS A PROFESSIONAL SERGING STITCH...

This allows you to sew the seam and serge the edge ol the material in one 
operation. With the purchase ot an optional cutter you can trim the (abric. 

THIRD, IT IS DESIGNED TO SEW ALL FABRICS...
Without pressure adjustments, such as Levis, Canvas, Upholstery, 

Nylon, Stretch Materials, Silk, Percale, Organdy and...
THEY EVEN SEW LEATHER!!

NOW YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL IN ONE MACHINE! 
TRAINED DEMONSTRATORS ON DUTY

YOUR PRICE WITH THIS AD

Layaway available 
with $50 down

*129
Friday, July 19 

11am - 3 pm 
33400 W. 7 Mile Rd. M L .  

Livonia, Ml kmart.

12
e we accept cash, checks, VISA, MasterCard, Amencan Eipress, I 

Discover and Layaway available. For more intormation call I -866-342-0508 I
c' ‘T^regtere^rademart^nh^inge^omtanjaT^^^



“Wild Summer Day Trip”

Win prizes 
from O&E for 
day at the 
Toledo Zoo

Zoo.
The Observer & Eccentric Media in cooperation 

with the Toledo Zoo is sponsoring a "Wild Summer 
Day TVip”  on Saturday, July 27.

Readers can win special admission passes and 
prizes as part o f a special O&E Media and Toledo Zoo 
promotion. Go to hometownlife.com and enter our 
Facebook contest to win:

» Grand Prize: Four Tbledo Zoo admission passes 
and four Behind the Scenes tour passes and a $25 gas 
card.

» Runner-up: Four Toledo Zoo admission passes and 
a year membership to the zoo.

» Third prize: Four Tbledo Zoo admission passes.
Entries must be submitted by midnight July 18.
Other special events planned on the Wild Summer 

Day Trip (July 27):
A giant “Wish You Were Here” poster w ill be at the 

zoo so O&E Media visitors can take photos (along 
with having their O&E newspaper) fo r publication in 
prin t and online.

Youngsters who submit stories/reports about "My 
Day at the Zoo”  w ill be featured in the August 
Scoop’s Hound Dog Highlights page.

The Toledo Zoo covers 74 acres and is home to 
more than 9,000 animals representing over 800 spe
cies. I t ’s one o f the world’s most complete zoos — it's 
also a top fam ily destination.

Special exh ib its
The zoo has introduced many innovative exhibits. 

The African Savanna offers a re-creation o f the 
plains and jungles of Africa. The Savanna is home to 
the world-famous Hippoquarium®, the firs t o f its 
kind in the world.

The Kingdom of the Apes exhibit, Primate Forest, 
Arctic Encounter® and multi-species Africa! exhibit 
give visitors an amazing up-close experience while 
at the same time ensuring the well-being o f the ani
mals.

Two special exhibits include "Wild Walkabout: 
Wonders from Down Under”  which brings the natu
ral world o f Australia to zoo visitors and the A rctic 
Encounter®, one o f the nation’s top polar bear exhib
its.

In  Arctic Encounter, visitors can see male/female 
tw in cubs born Nov. 21,2012, and named through a 
community naming contest. The male cub is Sakari. 
His name means "sweet" in Inuit language. The 
female cub (Suka); her name means "fast”  in Inuit

Zoo visitors get an underwater viewing of polar bears, photo by anoi norman

The Toledo Zoo is a popular family destination.

Polar b ears d e lig h t
This is the fourth litte r o f polar bears the Toledo 

Zoo has had since 2006, said Randi Meyerson, assis
tant director o f animal programs.

" I credit our success to high-quality animal care, 
the sta ff’s relationship with the animals, the bears’ 
good temperaments and an outstanding facility."

The exhibit, opened in 2000, is one of the top polar 
bear exhibits in the U.S. I t  features a 90,000-gallon 
pool and 6,000-square-foot land exhibit.Creative 
design enables bears to see and smell the seals 
(which would be their prey in the wild) while on 
exhibit.

An interpretive center enables visitors to enjoy 
close-up, clear, underwater viewing o f both polar 
bears and seals, as they learn more about these re
markable animals.

The cubs’ public exhibit hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join other residents from  Observer & Eccentric 

Media communities on Saturday, July 27, fo r a Wild 
Summer Day T tip at the Toledo Zoo. Look fo r a cou
pon for a free child admission w ith purchase of an 
adult ticket in the Observer or v isit toledozoo.org/ 
daytrip.

The wallaby is featured as part of Wild 
Walkabout—an Australian adventure at the Toledo 
Zoo this summer, photo by kandace york

Place your garage sale ad with 
Observer & Eccentric Media!

ITS GMME SUE smsam
Our

G A R A G E  SA LE K IT
includes:

® Signs 

£  Price Stickers

t t  Buddy’s Pizza food discount i

. BONUS OFFER...

*hometownlife.com a

Now is the time to clean out those 
closets, basements and garages. 

T U R N  Y O U R  O L D  IT E M S  IN T O  N E W  C A S H !  

Reach thousands of local bargain hunters 
and YOU'LL receive some FREE items too!

Call NOW...

^  G a r a g e ^ ' t  '
^  0 n t ' ' c  ~

1.800.579.7355
O bserver &  E ccentric

M E D IA
A GANNETT COMPANY



Detroit yoga group hosts teaching weekend

Jason Crandell, a California resident is considered an emerging star in yoga practice.

The Yoga Association of 
Detroit has planned a teaching 
weekend July 26-28, featuring 
an emerging star in yoga prac
tice, Jason Crandell o f Cali
fornia.

H is four presentations w ill 
be at St. John Lutheran 
Church, 2322S G ill in Farming
ton Hills.

"We are excited to bring 
Jason Crandell back to present 

a another work
shop fo r us,”  said 
Lynda Herman of 
Garden City, 
YAGD president. 
“ I  met Jason two 
years ago and 
was very im- 

Jason pressed w ith his
Crandell method and style

o f teaching. One 
thing that really stands out was 
his ab ility  to relate and share 
w ith w ith all levels o f our stu
dents."

Crandell was recently 
named “ one o f the next genera
tion o f teachers shaping yoga’s 
future”  by Yoga Journal fo r his

approach to Vinyasa yoga.
In the past 10 years, his 

“ knack fo r explaining subtle 
body movements in a way that 
anyone can understand," (
Yoga Journal) has opened 
many doors to yoga devotees. 
He is a contributing editor for 
Yoga Journal and has written 
many articles fo r the magazine

and its website.
"I was impressed with his 

wisdom at his young age, clar
ity  o f his instructions to yoga 
practitioners of any level, and 
his modesty in spite o f his 
depth of knowledge,”  said 
Doris Sheikh o f Farmington 
H ills , a longtime YAGD mem
ber and form er president.

Another Farmington H ills 
resident, Charlene Vokonich, 
agrees.

"I attended the fu ll work
shop w ith Jason Crandell two 
years ago and found his ap
proach to be refreshing and 
interesting,”  she said. “ He has 
an easy manner about himself

The teaching weekend w ill 
include four sessions:

» Movement and meditation 
in Vinyasa yoga 7-9 p.m. F ri
day, July 27. Vinyasa is often 
seen as power yoga or classical 
Indian yoga.

» Awakening, strengthening 
and integrating your core, 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, July 
27.

» Balance your hips and 
free your spine, 1:30-4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 27.

» The art of sequencing, 
general principles, 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Sunday, July 28.

Preregister fo r $35 fo r each 
session o f $120 fo r all four 
sessions by July 19. A fte r that 
day, it  is $45 per session or 
$160 fo r four sessions.

YAGD is a nonprofit organi
zation dedicated to promoting 
and improving the practice 
and teaching of yoga. The 
YAGD website has more in
formation and a downloadable 
registration form  fo r the 
event. Or call 313-204-1509 to 
register.

• Heating • Cooling • Boilers • Plumbing
• Electrical • Construction •  Swimming Pools

Emergency Services Available

ClearWater
M ichigan
734-502-5060

Y o u r  F u l l  S e r v i c e  

P l u m b i n g  E x p e r t s

$25 Off Service

• Drain Cleaning
• Hot Water Heaters
• Tankless Water Heaters

New Customer Special 
Good Thru 12-31-13

• Re-Plumbing
• Plumbing Repairs
• Sewer Backup

Call C learWater M ichigan ~ l i
We’re There When You Need Us, With Prompt and Dependable Service.

734-502-5060

C S R i t e Quality Cars & 
Service for Less

K e ith  JZ ana, Invites you to meet our staff. We make 
buying your next Car a great experience. WE SAYYESIII

<U4A. C a 'i fy o s i J te d i...
j O il Change Coupon | W a rn in g  Lam p 

i D iagnosis
I Check Engine Warming lamo 
j ABS Warning lampj u»«rai.i3 V, j j Air Bag Warning lamp

l c s r a t e c o m _ _ _ § 1 0 . 0 0 j  I _ c _  ite_com__ _ f ^ !

ponty n your joo snuauon cnang

27777 Ford Road • Garden City

734-427-1550
keith.lang@carite.com

M a k e  a  
f r e s h  s t a r t

s u m m e r .
Enjoy carefree retirement living  

at Waltonwood
W altonwood offers carefree senior living w ith 
endless o pportun ities  ou tside your door. W ith  friendly 
neighbors, co nven ien t am enities, persona l s ta ff  an d  caregivers 
on-site, y ou ’re  free to  c hoose how  you sp en d  th e

Spacious apartm ents 
H ousekeeping &. m ain tenance 
Delicious, hom e-cooked meals 
Activities a n d  scheduled transpo rta tion  
Pet friendly com m unity  
Personalized care services available

Tw o  lo catio n s in  C an to n . C all and schedule  
yo u r personal to u r today.

pewabvc Pottery
History

J u l y M t d  •  I P ® -
Pottery sale Commentary a^noon social

^  Community tours

RSVP (734) 335-1459
Redefining Retirement L iv in g

C a r r ia g e  P a r k
Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living

( 7 3 4 )  3 3 5 - 0 9 4 7

2000 N  C an ton C en ter Road

C h e r r y  H i l l
Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living and Memory Care

( 7 3 4 )  3 3 5 - 1 4 5 9

42600 C he rry  H i ll

w w w .W a l t o n w o o d .c o m



Thousands expected at Festival of Chariots
For the fif th  year, Novi w ill 

host a Festival o f Chariots -  one 
of India’s most ancient and 
popular festivals that is cele
brated in hundreds o f cities 
throughout the world -  on Sat
urday, July 20.

I t ’l l  begin at 11 a.m. at the 
Novi Civic Center with a col
orful, three-mile parade 
through the city's major streets 
and culminating at Fuerst 
Park. There, more than 20 tents 
w ill be set up w ith various 
forms o f entertainment, a free 
lunch, dancing, yoga, more live 
music, shopping, cooking dem
onstrations, activities fo r chil
dren and much more to cele
brate India’s spirituality and 
culture.

“The 28th annual Festival of 
Chariots... is the most unique 
and broad reaching festival 
hitting the streets o f M ichi
gan," said Ganesh Kathiresan, 
media coordinator. “We’re 
expecting over 7,000 people 
this year, including the mayor 
o f Novi, to pull a 40-foot chariot 
through the streets o f Novi.”

Novi is home to more than 
1,500 Indians, and Kathiresan 
said the event organizers’ core 
strategic mission this year is to 
broaden the reach o f this festi
val to match what is taking 
place in New York, San Fran
cisco and Toronto.

"More than 10,000 people 
walk down Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan to pu ll the chariot," 
Kathiresan said. “ We’d like to 
bring thousands o f people in

our state to come and enjoy a 
unique cultural experience."

Some o f her marketing ef
forts include placing 1,000 
fliers in various coffee shops 
and stores and individually 
inviting more than 7,000 M ichi
gan residents using business 
cards/fliers at various summer 
festivals in the area.

The event’s first-ever Kirtan 
Yoga Fest, from  2-6 p.m., w ill 
feature artists from New York, 
India and around the world. 
K irtan is a form o f devotional 
singing and chanting originat
ing from India and accompa
nied by musical instruments 
and rhythmic drumming. The 
audience is encouraged to par
ticipate by singing/chanting, 
clapping and dancing. In  its 
heartfelt expression, Kirtan is

Sidharth Chhabra (left) and another parader enjoy a twirling dance 
during the July 21,2012, Festival of Chariots in Novi

The festival -  free and open 
to the public -  wraps up around

HISTORY
The "Festival of Chariots," 
known throughout India as the 
Ratha Yatra festival, has been 
celebrated since ancient times 
as one of the most important 
yearly events in the Vaish-nava- 
Hindu faith. The festival cele
brates Lord Krishna's return to 
Vrindaban. Every year, over one 
million people from around 
the world descend upon of 
Jagannath Puri (India) to cele
brate. Huge processions accom
pany the chariots playing songs 
with drums, tambourines, and 
trumpets. Children line the 
streets through which the 
chariot will pass and add to the 
mass chorus. It is also telecasted 
live on many Indian channels 
and International channels.
The Festival of Chariots was 
first performed outside of India 
on July 9,1967 in San Francisco, 
under the supervision of His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedan- 
ta Swami Prabhupa-da. Srila 
Prabhupada, as he is more 
affectionately known, is the 
founder of the International 
Society of Krishna Conscious
ness. Today, the Festival of the 
Chariots is performed around 
the world. Detroit held its first 
event in 1985 and has become 
one of the largest celebrations 
outside of India.

6 p.m. There w ill be plenty of 
free parking at the Novi High 
School and the Civic Center, 
and restrooms w ill be available 
at the Novi Public Library.

Community Opportunity Center holds Italian Night Monday
Community Opportunity 

Center w ill hold its ninth annu
al Italian Night Monday, July 
15, at Eastside Mario’s, 31630 
Plymouth Road, west o f M erri- 
man in Livonia.

This is the ninth year East- 
side Mario’s has partnered 
with COC to host the Italian 
Night fundraiser w ith all pro
ceeds being used to meet the 
housing and personal needs of 
individuals w ith developmen
tal disabilities who are a ffilia t
ed w ith COC.

Anyone who dines at the

restaurant 4-8 p.m. on July 15 
w ill be treated to Eastside 
Mario’s celebrated spaghetti, 
salad and bread fo r just $10. 
Drinks, tips and tax are extra. 
The restaurant w ill donate the 
entire $10 to Community Op
portunity Center, a nonprofit 
housing corporation support
ing adults w ith developmental 
disabilities in Wayne County.

Last year, some 400 diners 
attended the festive affair 
raising $5,000 fo r COC. Some 
o f the wait staff donated tips 
they earned during the four-

hour period, and some diners 
made direct donations to COC 
that night.

“ We so much enjoy working 
with the wonderful people at 
Eastside Mario’s who have 
been so supportive o f our 
cause over the years,”  said 
Denise King, executive direc
tor o f Community Opportunity 
Center. “ Our fam ily members, 
friends and supporters have a 
great time each year at this 
event, and we are pleased to 
work with Eastside Mario’s to 
bring this event back fo r the

Mario’s has been very kind 
and professional in making 
sure our guests received top 
service and enjoyed a memo
rable evening,”  she added.

The f irs t event was held in 
2005 and was so popular that 
COC and Eastside Mario have 
repeated the event each July.

In  2006, Eastside Mario’s 
manager Joe Hibbert was 
honored with an Award of 
Special Achievement by COC 
for his leadership in helping

stage the now annual Italian 
Night.

Community Opportunity 
Center, based in  Livonia, is a 
nonprofit management corpo
ration that provides leadership 
and oversight to nearly 100 
people w ith developmental 
disabilities who live among 23 
homes and apartment settings 
in western Wayne County.

Homes and apartments are 
in Plymouth, Livonia, Garden 
City, Westland and Redford.

For more information, call 
Denise King at 734-422-1020.

Atchinson Ford has received the President’s 
Award from Ford Motor Company, which is 
Ford’s highest honor for customer satisfaction.

ik

AWARD

S H E L L 'S !
2013 FORD FUSION SE

24 Month Lease 
Up to $2,500 in Rebates

USED CAR SPECIAL!
2012 FORM 
ESCAPE XLT

GET MORE FOR YOUR TRADE IN!
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Hometown Life 
INSPIRE in print

line beginning ^  
July 25th

’ c
W You could w in  a 

$500 g ift  card to  
Show room  o f 

Elegance and o th er
g rea t prizes

P ublication Dates:
July 25 in Observers, Northville Record, South Lyon Herald, Novi News 
and Milford Times and July 28 in the Eccentrics.

Look for this holiday icon hidden on the pages o f the 
July edition o f Hometown Life INSPIRE either in print 
or online and follow the instructions. Correctly identify j - 
all of the pages where the icon is hidden and simply 
submit the entry form or enter contest on Facebook. [iSSIil

9  G ra nd  Prize:
$ 5 0 0  S h o w ro o m  o f  E le g a n ce  G i f t  C a rd  H o lid a y  Icon  

9  2 nd  Place: $ 1 0 0  R u g b y  G r i ll  G i f t  C e r t i f ic a te  
(located in the Townsend Hotel) 

e  3rd  Place: $50  M e ije r  G i f t  C a rd  All entries must be
.  . '  . . .  received by midnight

0 4 t h  Place: E m a g m e  T h e a tre  M o v ie  July 31,2013 -
Pass f o r  2 (up to  10 winners)

M ail: Attn: Christmas in July/H om etow n Life Inspire, 
41304 Concept Drive, Plymouth, M l 48170 or 
D  Facebook.com/OEHometown

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic
h o m e t o „  n I i I .  . e o m M E D I A

A GANNETT COMPANY



F R E E  E V E N T

SEMINAR
The Real Reasons Diabetics Get Worse With Time Despite Drug Therapy

CALL FOR YOUR 2 FREE RESERVATIONS!
Here are  

some 
testimonies:

M y A1C level was 
8.8 and my fasting 
glucose numbers were 
over 200. After com
pleting Dr. Boechler’s 
program, my A t C is 
now 5.8 and my fast
ing glucose numbers 
are right around 100. 
The best part is tha t I 
did this naturally w ith
out any medications.
I'm 60 years o ld and I 
never dreamed it would 
be possible to lose 
weight and feel this 
good again. I wisl 
had learned about this 
program years ago.

-  Stacy, R o y a l O a k

After just 3 weeks on 
Dr. Boechler’s program 
my blood sugar is 
lower and I am taking 
less insulin. M y joint 
and muscle aches are 
completely gone. I’ve 
lost 13lbs, and I can f i
nally sleep through the 
night. I feel greatl 
-  B a rb a ra , N o r th v ille

I was taking several 
medications for my 
diabetes and it seemed 
like the list was grow
ing longer every year.
I learned about Dr. 
Boechler’s program 
and decided to  give it 
a try. In just 6 weeks 
I’ve gone from taking 
30 units o f insulin to 
taking 0 units. After 
10 weeks my A1C has 
gone from 7.9 to  6.1 
and I d id  it w ithout any 
medication!

-  Steve, W ixom

IN OUR 90 MINUTE WORKSHOP, 
YOU WILL RECEIVE STRAIGHT 
TALK AND SOLUTIONS THAT 

OTHERS ARE NOT TELLING YOU 
ABOUT! SUCH AS....

✓ W hy Diabetics routinely need more and more medications. 
How to  get o ff the m r '

✓ W h y weight loss becomes next to impossible.
How to lose 2 5 ,5 0 ,100 lbs. or more with one simple change,

■  W hy Diabetes is a Metabolic Disorder and N O !  a disease, 
I  w How to reverse Diabetes in as little as 3 weeks,

tfe / y o m  H ife . [la c k  Z tan im cj, 'lo d la tj!

*  Has Helped Thousands 
Of Patients Across 
The United States

•  Voted One of 
Hour Magazines 
Top Clinics 

•USA World 
Team Doctors Dr. Ryan Boechler, D.C.

See What U z i  Calls The Future of Health!

Before meeting Dr. 
Boechler I weighed 
close to 350Lbs, my 
doctors wanted me to 
have a gastric by
pass and to  be put on 
insulin. I had already 
been taking a variety 
o f medications for 
years but my blood 
sugar and A1C levels 
were still highl After 
12 weeks o f being on 
Dr. Boechler's d iabe
tes program my A1C 
level is below 6, my 
blood sugar is nor
mal, and I am o ff all 
my medications. I've 
lost close to  70Lbs 
and I feel great, 
thank you!

-  R o b ert, N o v i

1 suffered from type
2 diabetes fo r years 
and the only answer 
I ever got from my 
doctors was more 
medication. I was 
scared, my health 
was rap id ly dete
riorating and there 
seemed to  be no end 
in sight. I found out 
about Dr. Boechler's 
program through a 
mutual friend. I am 
happy to report that 
after 6 weeks I am 
completely o ff a ll my 
diabetes medication, 
I’ve lost 12 lbs., and
I feel younger and 
more energetic. I can't 
thank Dr. Boechler 
enough for finding me 
the answers I needed. 
-  Cindy, B irm ingham

U m f e d  0 @ o t f e ) i g j  ®  ( M D
Registration begins at 6:30PM

28345 Beck Rd 
Suite 412

H e a l t h  C e n t e r s  Wixom, Ml 48393 
www.reversediabetes.eventbrite.com

MaximizedLiving

“ FREE”
$ 1 0 0  certificate 

good tow ards our 
diabetes program  

for the first 10  
registrants.



m

Prolessor Wladek Fuchs, Sara Morrison - counsel ceneral 
of Florence Italy. Mayor of Volterra and Dean Wiflig al the 

ceremony held in the Palazzo Dei Priori.

T he U niversity  o f  D etro it M ercy  and V olterra, Italy 

team  up w ith  A nthony R ugiero  to help  students
The day began in Volterra at die 

Palazzo Dei Priori; the oldest town 
hall in Tuscany. The scene was joyous 
as many people gathered to celebrate 
the union between the University of 
Detroit Mercy and the city of Volterra, 
Italy. For over 20 years, a program 
has been available to students of the 
University of Detroit that allows 
them to study in the town of Volterra. 
a town known for its architectural 
influence and, most of all, the art of 
alabaster. However, when the students 
studied abroad they did not have 
facilities to accommodate their hous
ing, and their resources were limited. 
But the city of Volterra was deter
mined to build a partnership with the 
university, so they donated a building 
to Detroit with the understanding that 
they would take on the responsibility 
of restoring this historical building 
that once housed a museum for the art 
of alabaster.

The project began when Profes
sor Wladek Fuchs and Dean Vogel 
approached Sharon Gioia to contact 
Anthony Rugiero in their search for 
a leader to support the project in 
Detroit. Anthony Rugiero happily 
took on the project. Fundraising was 
kicked off with the benefit concert 
by IL VOLO in 2011, which many in 
the Italian community supported with 
their attendance. A sold out concert 
for the 3 young tenors raised money 
for three charities: University of De
troit Volterra, 1LICA and Boys town 
of Italy. The concert not only brought 
money to the project, but also great 
awareness - allowing many others in

the community to get on board. With
in a year and a half, funds were raised 
and the building was constructed. On 
May 15, a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
took place, followed by a parade 
through the streets leading to the front 
door of the New University of Detroit 
Volterra. You could hear and feel the 
excitement from the citizens as they 
spoke amongst themselves, so proud 
to have a partnership with the 
United States.

Anthony Rugiero was in attendance 
with many dignitaries who came in 
from the universities of Perugia, Sien
na and Florence to support the Mayor 
of Volterra, the University of Detroit 
Mercy and the city of Volterra in this

the students. In honor of his participa
tion in this massive project, the dining 
hall was named after Antonio Rugie
ro. Rugerio said " I'm very honored tc 
be a part of this wonderful project that WitHg (School of Architecture, U of D Mercy), Professor Wladek

elieve will enhance the sti Fuchs, Anthony Rugiero and Dean Vogel.

very m and hist
They re vale tour of the 
new school. Wineries and restaurants 
in Volterra provided complementary 
hors d' oeuvres and wine in apprecia
tion and to celebrate this wonderful 
occasion. Of course, a day like this 
isn't complete without a formal dinner 
to follow; where those from the city 
of Detroit gathered to break bread.
It took approximately one and a half 
years, from start to completion, which 
is warp speed in Italian time. And that 
was largely due to the dedication from 
those involved at the university and 
the town. Together they utilized the 
resources of Volterra; labor, materi
als, architects, engineers and more, 
to transform the old, abandoned 
building. Today it stands like a 5-star

including private baths, a study hall 
and a state of the art dining hall for

Foreign exchange students at the University of Detroit, Volterra Design School.

from the University of Detroit Mercy 
allowing them the opportunities to 
study abroad and experience the 
culture and art of Italy"

When touring the school, visitors 
can view the memorial wall which 
displays the names of all those who 
contributed to accomplishing this 
project, including their partners in 
the city of Detroit.

Thank you, from all of us at 
Antonio's Restaurants, to those who 
contributed their time, energy 
and funds.

“S? dJJ05* Mary la[iuin,a Comune di Volte
■a Community Foundation ««».-» Donao om"-
t  Rakicn Peter Henry Herzog lawrence Diwla 

qia Bilan Pawlowski Jim Ptacek r’i9na'"’'
: "'Rugiero Promise Foundation
Hr,an Vcverka Nicholas 0 Juhasz Ftô J ^ aone 

Lytlu Georgs Dodds Thomas Rohe
Micholo Rehiing Stephen and Anita Vogel

ABOVE PHOTO: 
Anthony points to the 

memorial wall with the 
Rugiero Promise Foundation 

engraving.

PHOTO TO RIGHT: 
The new dining hall named 

after Anthony Rugiero.

I t ’ s never too la te to  help by co n tr ib u tin g  to the scholarship fund . 
Legacy o r  T r ib u te  scholarships are availab le. R ecognition benefits apply. 

V is it w w w .vo lte rra -d e tro it.o rg /fo r details.

2 2 2 0  N. Canton Ctr. Rd. 
Canton 

(C orner o f  Ford Road)

734.981.9800

3 7646  W. 12 M ile  Rd. 
Farm ington H ills 

(Corner o f  Halsted) Halsted V illage
248.994.4000

2 6 3 5 6  Ford Rd. 
Dearborn Heights 
S hopping  Center

313.278.6000

v o m a n  V il la g e
. -  CUCINA ITALIAN A

9 9 2 4  D ix Avenue 
Dearborn 

(Betw een M ille r 8  ̂Lonyo)

313.842.2100

www.AntoniosRestaurants.com
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COOL RUNNINGS
Canton alum steers canine 
pals to IFSS bronze medal

There's nothing like a tr ip  to North Pole, 
Alaska, fo r Amy Cooper to feel she’s on top 
o f the world.

That was definitely the case in March, 
when the former Plymouth resident and 
her four favorite pals -  sled dogs by the 
names o f Thule, Tbko, Sisu and Siri -  
teamed up to win a bronze medal at the 
International Federation o f Sleddog Sports’ 
W inter World Championships.

And yes, the competition took place in 
North Pole, a small c ity  near Fairbanks and 
approximately 1,700 miles south o f Earth’s 
geographic North Pole.

With the 48-year-old Cooper at the reins 
o f a lightweight sled, she and her mates 
mushed their way to th ird place in the 
sprint class after successfully maneuvering 
through a fleet, 5 /j-mile course that fo r all 
intents and purposes might have been a 
frozen highway.

They averaged 20 miles per hour along 
the way, with Cooper delivering verbal 
commands such as “ gee”  and "haw" when 
wanting her speedy teammates to tu rn 
away or towards the driver, respectively.

Just am azing
“ Oh, i t  was just amazing, amazing,”  said 

Cooper, who successfully juggles being a 
w ife and veterinary technician in  Wisconsin 
w ith her worldly, dog-sled racing pursuits. 
“ I  was there fo r just over a week. The best 
of the best was there. I  had never actually 
raced against anybody from  Alaska be
cause i t  was so fa r to travel.

“ So i t  was fun to see how I  stepped up 
against them. Quite a few international 
competitors were there.”

Two of her dogs -  including team-leader 
Thule -  are just over two years old w ith the 
others merely yearlings. Each weighs be
tween 53-73 pounds.

“ I t  really was their f irs t season fo r both 
pairs,”  she explained. “ Conditions were so 
poor last year they only got one fun race in 
with the one pair. I  was reluctant to go to 
the (IFSS Winter World Championships) 
because o f inexperience.”

Cooper emphasized that things in Alaska 
weren’t  necessarily seamless, however.

‘We actually did have some problems,” 
Cooper said. “These races are usually two 
days, they take their times and add them 
together, that’s how they figure out who

“We had a problem on the f irs t  day with 
one o f the young dogs, which cost me a ton 
o f time. So I  could have placed higher. But 
she was young and she didn’t  know better. I 
wasn’t  at all disappointed because it was an

honest mistake.”

They love it
For Cooper, although winning a bronze 

medal was a rush, going to Alaska was all 
about sharing a big moment w ith her sled 
dogs.

“Probably the biggest thing is just love 
o f my dogs, being able to travel w ith them 
and be with them all the time,” she said. 
“ These aren’t  just working animals.
They’re my best buddies, my family. And 
i t ’s (fo r the dogs) to be able to do a sport 
like this, which they absolutely love.

See SLED DOGS, Page B3
:Y THOMPSON

Local player catching on in the minors

Eric Haase, a Westland native and former Mr. Baseball from Dearborn 
Divine Child, was a seventh-round pick of the Cleveland Indians.
LAKE COUNTY CAPTAINS

Westland’s Haase climbing 
the  MLB Indians’ ladder

Eric  Haase has settled into 
the routine o f a m inor league 
baseball player and he knows all 
too well that i t ’s a long journey.

The 20-year-old Westland 
native, the 2011 Michigan Mr. 
Baseball from  Dearborn Divine 
Child High, is making the ardu
ous climb through the Cleveland 
Indians' fa rm  system.

His current landing spot is 
w ith the Class A Midwest 
League’s Lake County Captains, 
who happen to play in Eastlake, 
Ohio, a suburb o f Cleveland.

But how ironic that the 5- 
foot-10,180-pound catcher, who 
turned down a scholarship offer 
from  Ohio State after being 
drafted by Indians in  the sev
enth round, is so close, but re
mains so fa r from  the ultimate 
mountain top -  Progressive 
Field -  just a 25-minute drive 
down 1-90.

“ I  haven’t  been there this 
year, but I  got to go there (Pro
gressive Field), when I  was 
drafted, fo r a couple of games,”

said Haase, who is 
currently hitting 
.242 and leads the 
Captains w ith 10 
homers. “ I  defi
nitely want to 
move as fast as 

Haase possible, but at the 
same time I  don’t 

want to make a big jump and 
start struggling a whole lot and 
doubting what I  can do w ith my 
abilities. I  think I ’m in a pretty 
good spot rig h t now. I ’m learn
ing at a good rate. Hopefully I ’l l  
just keep this rate going and one 
day I ’l l  end up in Cleveland.”

D ecent num bers
Haase has been the Captains’ 

No. 1 catcher this season ap
pearing in 68 games (through 
Thursday). He has 15 doubles, 
two triples and 32 RBI. H is 
slugging percentage (.440) 
ranks second overall.

“ Overall i t ’s been pretty 
good, but definitely i t ’s been up 
and down, which is kind o f ex
pected being my firs t fu ll year,” 
Haase said. “ I'm  definitely 
learning a whole lo t and kind of 
making adjustments on the

See HAASE, Page B3

Cagers eye 
Showcase

The f ifth  annual 
Reaching Higher 
showcases o f M ichi
gan’s top high school 
basketball players 
w ill return to South 
Lyon High School 
beginning Wednes
day w ith the boys 
event and followed 
by the state’s top 
girls prospects tak
ing the floor July 25.

More than 220 
athletes w ith aspira
tions to play at the 
college level w ill 
train and scrimmage 
under the tutelage of 
high school coaches 
from  across the state 
and in fron t o f col
lege coaches.

Coaches from 42 
college basketball 
programs attended 
during the 2012 
Reaching Higher 
events, including 12 
from  Division I 
schools.

The Reaching 
Higher experience 
includes classroom 
sessions fo r student- 
athletes and their 
parents as well as 
on-court d rills  and 
scrimmaging.

The events aim to 
give athletes a vision 
o f what it  takes to 
become a college 
basketball player 
and also succeed in 
college life.

Among the area 
boys players select
ed include: Isaac 
Everette, M ike Ed
wards and James 
Pruitt, all o f West
land John Glenn; 
Jordan Nobles and 
Greg Williams, Can
ton; John Rexroth, 
Farmington H arr i
son; Jeron Rogers, 
North Farmington; 
and Rayvlon Croon, 
Redford Thurston.

Among the area 
girls invitees include 
Alanna Brown, Can
ton; Kylie  Robb, 
Plymouth; Riley 
B la ir (Livonia/Dear
born Divine Child).

Bucks lose 
showdown

The showdown 
Wednesday night for 
firs t place in the 
United Soccer 
League's Premier 
Development League 
(PDL) Great Lakes 
Division between 
powerhouse clubs FC 
London and the 
Michigan Bucks 
lived up to its billing 
... and then some at 
Ultimate Soccer 
Arenas in Pontiac.

Aaron Boyd 
scored twice and 
added one assist as 
visiting FC London 
came away w ith a 4-3 
victory and took over 
sole possession of 
firs t place with an 
8-2-1 record (25 
points).

M artin Lange and 
Jordan Ayris also 
added goals fo r FC 
London, which led 3-1 
at halftime.

Stew Givens 
paced the Bucks 
(7-2-3,24 points) with 
a goal and two as
sists, while Kevin 
Cope (Salem/Michi
gan State) and Dion 
Peters also added

E q u ity  Loans  
M a d e  E as ier

Rates as low as

C o m m u n i t y

F i n a n c i a l
rig h t h ere  right fo r you

w w w .cfcu.org  

(877) 937-2328



Players embrace their mitts

Pictured with their gloves (clockwise from top left) are Mark Brown, Mohamed Hamed, Chuck Russo, Mike Barnett Jim 
Talbott and Billy Johnston, ed wright photos

Glove
By Ed Wright

I f  the sun-faded, 
ground-ball-battered 
softball glove that ac
companied Coldwell 
Banker pitcher Jim  Thl- 
bott to the mound 
Wednesday night was a 
car, the Belleville resi
dent hates to think what 
the odometer might read.

"Oh, my gosh,”  Thlbott 
said, chuckling, during a 
mid-inning break at the 
Canton Softball Center.
" I  bought this in 1987 
when I  was 20 years old, 
so it would probably 
have at least 350,000 or 
400,000 miles on it.

"B ut I  wouldn't trade 
it fo r anything. I t ’s bro
ken in just r ight and it 
feels good on my hand. 
I t ’s been a good glove for 
me. I  had to restring it 
one time, but that's it. 
Unless I  see a really, 
really good deal. I ' ll  wear 
i t  as long as I  play."

While a slew o f slow- 
pitch softball players opt 
fo r costly leather trade- 
ins every year or two -  
forever in search of an 
upgraded model that 
may be the difference 
between snagging that 
game-changing line drive 
or barely missing i t  -  
many more echo Thl- 
bott's sentiment that 
fam iliarity breeds suc
cess.

“You absolutely devel
op a type o f bond with 
your glove," said Canton 
resident Chuck Russo, 
who purchased his 
Dwight Gooden model 
sometime in the mid-’80s. 
“ Mine came up missing 
the firs t two weeks of 
this season, and I  was 
going crazy without it. I t  
turned out my daughter 
was using i t  in the league 
she plays in.

“ I  own two other 
mitts, but I  always revert 
back to using this one, 
especially when I ’m play
ing infield. I t  just feels 
right.”

Russo, a retired fire
fighter who makes sure 
to pack his glove when 
he travels south in the 
winter, joked about hav
ing his last name and 
phone number written on 
his m itt.

"Everybody does that 
in Florida just in case

stories:
‘You abso lu te ly  
develop a  type o f 
bond w ith  y o u r  
glove. ’
CHUCK RUSSO,
Canton resident

you forget one or the 
other,”  he quipped.

Fam ily heirloom
The Ken Griffey, Jr. 

model that Canton’s Mo
hamed Hamed used to 
vacuum up ground balls 
Wednesday night comes 
equipped with plenty of 
sentimental value.

“This is my dad’s 
glove,”  revealed Hamed, 
pumping his right hand 
into the leather pocket. 
"He was using it long 
before I  was even born; 
now we share it, which is 
pretty awesome. I ’ve 
been playing four or five 
years, and he still plays.

“Hopefully i t  holds up 
so I  can pass i t  down to 
my kids someday."

Plymouth resident 
Mark Brown returned to 
the slow-pitch diamonds 
this summer following a 
six-year hiatus.

He didn’t  miss a beat 
thanks in part to the 
20-year-old black first- 
baseman’s glove he firs t 
started scooping out low 
throws w ith in the 
early-90s at Dearborn’s 
Rotunda fields.

“ I t ’s perfectly broken 
in and I ’ve hardly ever 
had to oil it,”  said Brown. 

. “ When you use a glove 
fo r several years like I 
have, you trust it; you're 
more confident w ith it. 
There have been times 
when I ’ve misplaced it, 
and I  was pretty worried 
about it.”

Good fee lin g
Mike Barnett, who 

uses the same glove fo r 
both baseball and soft
ball, speaks fo r most 
players when he talks 
about the comfort zone 
he’s settled into w ith his 
six-year-old model.

“ I f  you’re not com
fortable w ith your m itt, 
you’re not going to be 
confident w ith your 
fielding -  i t ’s as simple 
as that,”  Barnett said. "I 
have this broken in just 
where I  want it. I ’m  go

ing to keep using i t  until 
the wheels fa ll off.” 

B illy  Johnston took 
the affection he has for 
his glove one step fu r
ther.

“For guys like me who 
play four or five times a 
week, six months a year, 
i t ’s a relationship you 
have with your glove,” 
said Johnston, who has

owned his current defen
sive weapon fo r close to 
seven years. "You put me 
out there w ith a different 
m itt than this one and 
I ’m a to tally different

player.
“ This one would have 

to have a hole burned 
through  it before I 'll 
replace it.”

Gabe Award winner

Livonia Stevenson track and cross country runner Jacob Colley (second, from left) re
cently received the Gabe Scholarship Award, in honor of former Stevenson student- 
athlete Stephen Gabrian, who passed away in October of 2003. Colley won the award 
based on being an exceptional leader who has displayed courage and perseverance in 
dealing with challenges. Also on hand for the presentation was Gabe Award commitee 
member (from left) Bill Wilkin, Jacob's father David, Stevenson cross country coach Chris 
Inch and Stevenson track and field coach Scott Shaw.

SANDLOT BASEBALL

Ram bats club Knights, 12-2
The Michigan Rams 

used the 10-run rule 
Wednesday to even their 
record Livonia Collegiate 
Baseball League to 10- 
10-2 w ith a 12-2 v ictory in 
five innings over the 
Michigan Knights at 
Ford Field.

The Rams collected a 
total o f 13 hits led by J.P. 
Maracani and Tyler Bak
er, each going 2-2 w ith an 
R BI and two runs.

TVent Drumheller and 
Chris McDonald (Livonia 
Stevenson/Hillsdale Col
lege) each went 2-for-3

w ith a combined two RBI 
and five runs scored.

Brett Ramirez (Salem/ 
Madonna University) and 
Ben Yax each contrib
uted two RBI, while G rif
fin  Harms, Matt Av- 
romov, Justin Sherman 
and Miles Sorise contrib
uting one RBI apiece as 
th Rams scored four 
times in the first, one in 
the second, two in the 
th ird and five in the 
fourth inning.

Winning pitcher Don
nie Eaton went the firs t 
3Vi innings allowing two

runs on three hits and 
three walks. He struck 
out four before handing 
over the reins to Jake 
Gardner, who pitched 1% 
scoreless innings of re
lief.

Matt Chema, who gave 
up 11 runs on 10 hits and 
five walks in  three in
nings. Connor Reid fin
ishing up.

Je ff Gertley went 
3-for-3, whle Brian Mul
len and Spencer Frazier 
each added an RBI for 
the Knights, who slipped 
to 7-13-1 overall.

SPORTS ROUNDUP

2 0 1 3 - 1 4  
T R Y  O U T  C A M P

F i© [H n rn M (8 . m snsK i 
j iu im ii@k  H ie e ra sY  e m u s
Tuesday -  Wednesday - Thursday 
August 13th, 14th, 15th 
6pm-10:30

Register in  person or on-line 
ww w.detro itfighting irish.com

We move our players 
to  college. Ask us 
what we can do fo r you!!

W halers signee

Plymouth Whalers 
general manager and 
coach M ike Vellucci 
announced the commit
ment of 17-year-old for
ward Connor Chatham to 
sign a Standard Ontario 
Hockey League player's 
agreement.

Chatham, a 6-2,210- 
pounder from  Belleville, 
111., was Plymouth's pick 
in the fif th  round o f the 
2011 OHL draft.

H ole-in -one club
On July 5, Greg Blass

es, 52, of Livonia, used a
7-iron to card his firs t 
ace on the 152-yard, No. 2 
hole at Westland Munici
pal Golf Course.

Witnesses included 
Ralph Perez and Gary 
Comellier.

O&E g o lf tourneys
I t ’s not too late to 

mark a couple of more 
dates on your summer 
golf calendar.

That’s because the 
annual Observer & Ec
centric men’s and wom
en’s golf tournaments 
w ill headline in the 
months of August and 
September.

The O&E women’s

tourney, an 18-hole medal 
play event, w ill start at 8 
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 3 at 
Livonia’s Whispering 
Willows Golf Course, 
20500 Newburgh.

The cost is $50 w ith a 
$14 additional fee fo r a 
power cart. The tourney 
w ill be flighted by USGA 
handicap (maximum of 
40). Prizes w ill be award
ed for low gross and net.

Meanwhile, the O&E 
men’s tournament, a 
36-hole, two-day medal 
play event, w ill be Sun
day, Sept. 1, at Fox Creek 
Golf Course, 36000 W. 
Seven Mile Road, and 
Monday, Sept. 2, at Whis
pering Willows. The 
times w ill start at 8 a.m.

The cost is $95 for two 
days (power cart extra) 
w ith four different 
flights offered including 
championship, first, sen
ior (55-and-over) and 
jun ior (17-and-under).
You must have a current 
USGA index to partici
pate (maximum handicap 
of 20).

There w ill be $2,500 in 
guaranteed prizes in
cluding both low gross 
and net winners.

Entries, open to the 
firs t 120, w ill close at 6 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 24.

lb  download a regis
tration form  fo r both the 
men’s and women’s tour
neys, v is it www.golf 
livonia.com.

For pairings and start
ing times, call 248-476- 
4493 (Whispering Wil
lows) o r 248-471-3400 
(Fox Creek).

G reat Lakes 
Cardinals tryou ts

The Great Lakes Car
dinals 14U baseball team 
is looking fo r five new 
players fo r the 2014 sea-

TVyouts w ill be 6 p.m. 
Monday, July 29 at the 
Wayne Ford Civic Base
ball Field, on Wayne 
Road, just south of Ford 
Road. Please contact B ill 
Flohr at 248-761-9694 or 
Angelo Lanava at 734- 
395-3355 w ith any ques-

Coaching jobs
» Livonia Ladywood 

High School has coaching 
vacancies fo r a girls 
varsity pompon and var
sity swimming fo r the 
fa ll 2013 season, along 
w ith a girls freshman 
basketball coach fo r the 
2013-14 winter season.

Contact Sal Malek at 
734-591-2386.



Madonna men’s basketball team  
signs All-State guard Malone

Hat-trick of signings 
for Plymouth Whalers

Stevenson graduate  
added to  MU golf team

By Brad Emons
Staff Writer

Madonna U niversity men’s 
basketball coach Noel Emen- 
hiser announced another 
addition to his 2013-14 squad 
Friday w ith the signing of 
All-State selection Khalil 
Malone o f Waterford M ott to 
an NAIA letter-of-intent.

A  5-foot-9 guard, Malone 
averaged 19 points, five as
sists and six rebounds as a 
senior fo r the Corsairs.

Malone, native o f Pontiac, 
was ranked eighth among the 
top 50 players in Oakland 
County and led M ott to a 
Class A  district and KLAA 
N orth D ivision title  as a ju 
nior en route to All-Area hon
ors.

A repeat All-Area honoree 
in 2013, Malone earned 
BCAM Best of the Best All- 
State along w ith All-County 
honors as a senior, capping 
his career w ith the most wins 
by a single player in school 
history (56).

"We are very excited to 
add Khalil to the program to 
help continue our tradition of 
excellent point guard play,” 
said Emenhiser, who guided 
the Crusaders to a school- 
best 25-9 record last season. 
“ The experience that he 
gained while playing for 
coach Je ff Jayson at Water
fo rd M ott has certainly pre
pared him fo r his future here 
at Madonna. Khalil, in the 
model o f all our players, is a 
great person and very ded
icated student and athlete."

Malone joins four other 
new Crusaders fo r 2013-14 
season including fellow 
guards Austin Johnson 
(Spring Lake) and Luke Short 
(South Lyon) along w ith fo r
wards Chris D ierker (Salem) 
and Dan Hall (Trenton).

M U is coming o ff its most 
successful season in program 
history after capturing its 
firs t Wolverine-Hoosier Ath
letic Conference tournament 
championship and bid to the 
N AIA National Tburnament.

M U  lands H um itz
Madonna University men’s 

golf coach Steve Mato an

nounced Friday he has signed 
local product Connor Humitz 
(Livonia Stevenson) to an 
NAIA letter-of- intent.

" I  am excited to add Con
nor to our program,”  Mato 
said. "We like to bring in local 
student-athletes who can help 
our team win. We think Con
nor can do that."

Humitz was a two-sport 
standout and three-year le t
ter w inner in both go lf and 
hockey fo r the Spartans.

As a senior, Humitz was a 
second-team All-Observer 
pick in golf, averaging 39.8 
strokes per nine holes and 
79.5 per 18. He placed th ird in 
the Wayne County Invitation
al and finished 15th at both 
the Division 1 d istrict and 
regional tourneys.

Humitz was also a first- 
team All-Observer selection 
in hockey as a goaltender 
helping Stevenson to the 2013 
MHSAA D ivision 2 state 
championship last March, the 
school’s firs t state title  in 
school history.

The MU golf team opens 
its 2013-14 season on Aug. 26 
w ith the Crusader Classic at 
Treetops in Gaylord.

Forwards, goalkeeper 
sign with local team

The signings keep on com
ing fo r the Plymouth Whalers.

Last week, team general 
manager/coach Mike Vellucci 
announced the commitment of 
forwards Cullen Mercer,
Bryce Yetman and goalkeeper 
Zach Bowman to Standard 
Ontario Hockey League Play
er's Agreements.

A ll three players were tak
en by Plymouth in last spring’s 
2013 Ontario Hockey League 
Priority Selection in April.

Mercer, a 16-year-old cen
ter, was taken in the th ird 
round (57th overall) after 
scoring 37 goals w ith 36 as
sists fo r 73 points last season 
fo r the Huron-Perth M inor 
Midgets.

“Cullen’s a good two-way 
center who plays an intelligent 
game,”  Vellucci said. "With 
experience, he should develop 
into a young man who can be 
used in a ll situations.”

One o f Mercer's future 
linemates could be right wing
er Yetman, 16, picked in the 
fourth round (73rd overall) 
a fter netting 15 goals w ith 8

assists fo r 23 points in 36 
games last season fo r the 
Whitby Wildcats M inor Midg
ets.

“ Bryce is a young man who 
is s till growing and developing 
as a player," Vellucci said. “ We 
see him maturing into a power 
forward. Bryce has an excel
lent offensive up-side.”

H irn ing 16 later this month 
is Bowman, selected in the 
fourth round (76th overall) 
after playing fo r the Niagara 
North Stars M inor Midgets. '

Like Yetman, Bowman re
ceived an invitation to the 
Ontario M inor Hockey Associ
ation’s Under-16 Program of 
Excellence selection camp.

“ Zach plays his position 
w ith good lateral movement 
and solid reflexes," Vellucci 
said. “ We know he’s commit
ted to getting better and 
should improve w ithin our 
system."

Mercer, Yetman and Bow
man w ill attend high school at 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park starting in late August 
and report to the Whalers’ 
training camp during the same 
time frame in preparation for 
the upcoming season.

Amy Cooper and her race dogs take on Alaska during the IFSS Winter World

SLED DOGS
Continued from Page 81

“There’s this mis
conception that we make 
these dogs run. And 
that’s the farthest from 
the truth. These dogs 
absolutely love it, that’s 
a ll they want to do.”

With a hearty laugh, 
Cooper noted that memo
ries o f that shared expe
rience probably w ill 
have to do as fa r as any 
medal-winning payoff 
goes.

“There’s really no 
money in this sport," she 
chuckled. “ I  was sup
posed to get a check but 
I  haven’t  yet. I  don’t 
th ink i t  was going to be 
much. But I  got a bronze 
medal.”

Cooper said her ani
mals were transported to 
Alaska in  small, plastic 
a irline kennels — w ith a 
five-hour layover in 
Seattle, Wash., com
pounding matters.

When that happened, 
she did what any dog 
lover would have at least 
tried to do.

“ I  was actually able to 
go to baggage, have 
them bring them out,” 
Cooper said. "And then I 
could take them out on 
leashes outside to go 
potty and we played

fetch w ith a tennis ball. I  
just took them out for 
five hours and checked 
them back in.”

L o n gtim e  passion
Working w ith animals 

has always been a pas
sion o f Amy’s, going 
back to when she attend
ed Canton High School 
and her last name was 
Thomas.

A t Canton, where she 
graduated from  in 1983, 
the daughter o f Nancy 
and (now-deceased) Jim 
Thomas spearheaded an 
equestrian club team.

She went on to attend 
Henry Ford Community 
College and Siena 
Heights University, u lti
mately earning a bache
lo r’s degree in veteri
nary technology from 
the latter.

Then in the mid-1990s, 
when she s till lived in 
Plymouth, someone 
piqued her interest about 
dog-sled racing.

“A  friend introduced 
me to join,”  Cooper re
called. "The human’s on 
skis and the dog is in a 
harness and pulls you 
while you’re  on the skis.
I  did that fo r several 
years w ith my golden 
retriever just fo r fun.”

Things snowballed, i f  
you w ill, a fter she moved 
to south-central Wiscon
sin — where she now

Championships, nataue fortier

lives on a 20-acre spread 
w ith husband Scott Coop
er and seven dogs (in
cluding a retired sled- 
dog racer and two house 
dogs).

“ When I moved to 
Wisconsin there’s quite a 
b it o f dog sledding 
around," she explained.
“ I  met some people and

got involved w ith  the 
sport."

Free t o  run
As fo r getting her 

dogs prepped up fo r the 
IFSS W inter World 
Championships (which 
take place every two 
years), she gave them a 
varied training regimen

without overdoing it.
Because there wasn’t 

a ton o f snow near the 
Coopers’ residence dur
ing the 2012-13 winter, 
Amy hooked the dogs to 
an ATV instead o f dog 
sled.

“ I  do a lot o f my train
ing that way,”  Cooper 
stressed. “ I t ’s s im ilar to

pulling a sled. I  can do 
pretty fast. But I  also 
have a lot o f control that 
way, too.”

Cooper also gave 
them the chance to run 
freely, albeit w ith her 
driving behind them to 
keep track.

“ I  ended up doing a 
lo t o f that, more than 
I ’ve ever done ... be
cause we had so much 
ice,”  she noted. " I f  I  ran 
them in harness they’d 
have to run on the trail, 
which was really icy. I f  I 
ran them loose, they 
knew where they could 
run where i t  was safer.

“ So they would just 
run to the side of the 
tra il because it was soft
er.”

I t  didn’t  matter to 
Thule, Toko, Sisu and 
S iri because they can’t 
w ait to run as a pack.

“ This particular team 
I  have is probably the 
nicest foursome I ’ve 
ever run," Cooper added. 
"They’re the best of 
friends, they just love to 
run w ith each other."

And medals, money 
and accolades don't mat
te r to their human pack 
leader as much as being 
there w ith them whenev
er they do.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

HAASE
Continued from Page 81

And Captains man
ager Scooter Tbcker, who 
enjoyed M ajor League 
stints w ith the Astros 
and Indians, likes what 
he sees so fa r in Haase.

“ I  th ink the firs t thing 
that kind o f stood out -  
from  a catching stand
point -  he's a good ath
lete,”  T icker said. "He’s 
got some athletic ability 
that a lo t o f times you 
don’t  see w ith catchers. 
That’s one of the firs t 
things I  noticed. He has 
good arm strength and 
got some tools.”

Haase, meanwhile, 
quickly figured out that 
he needs to be more 
disciplined at the plate.

B attin g  sm arts
“ When I f irs t came 

o u t l was just try ing to 
h it pretty much h it it 
every pitch, cover every
thing, and that's where a 
lot o f my strikeouts add
ed up early in the sea
son,”  said Haase, who 
has the dubious distinc
tion o f a team-high 78 Ks. 
“ Now i t ’s been a little  b it 
better. I ’m  try ing to re
fine my approach and 
drive the pitches that are

Patience at the plate is

“ One o f the things that 
probably surprised m e ... 
I  think he’s got plus- 
power," T icker said. “ I 
wouldn’t  have thought 
that initially. He’s shown 
he's got some power, 
good bat speed, bat the 
ball ability. He has the 
chance o f being what I 
think is a really good 
hitter.

"The more bats you

Westland's Eric Haase, a catcher in the Cleveland Indians organization, has a 
homers this season for the Lake County Captains, lake county captains

get the more you pro
gress in that area. I  think 
he’s shown that at times.
Early on he was swing
ing more at pitchers' 
pitches than he is now. I 
think he’s having some 
quality at-bats right 
now."

Haase, who signed 
late in the summer of 
2011, made is f irs t stop in 
the Arizona Rookie 
League where he ap
peared in just four 
games.

First season
He remained w ith the 

Goodyear Indians the 
following season (2012) 
where he h it .282 in 28 
games while also appear
ing in three games with 
the Mahoning Valley 
Scrappers o f the New 
Yprk-Penn League.

Haase was a catcher 
by trade, but also had the 
versatility to play th ird 
base or even the outfield

But he’s been exclu
sively a catcher since 
starting his pro career in 
the minors.

"Being an every day 
catcher is just a progres
sion,” T icker said. 
“There’s a lo t to learn as 
fa r as handling pitching 
and being a leader on the 
field. Obviously, the de
fensive part o f the job 
he’s improving and work
ing hard on that.”

Jumping from  Rookie 
League to Class A in one 
year was also an ad
justment fo r Haase.

“ Down there every
one’s got the tools, i t ’s 
just a matter o f refining 
them and doing i t  consis
tently," the catcher said. 
“At every level there are 
going to be more guys 
doing it more consistent
ly  day-in and day-out. 
That’s just the biggest 
thing. Everyone has the

potential o f being in the 
big leagues. I t ’s a matter 
o f putting in the work 
every day."

H ea t index
Haase, however, had 

to get acclimated to the 
desert heat in his firs t 
fu ll year in the minors.

“ I t  was definitely a 
huge adjustment,” Haase 
said. “ I ’ve never really 
seen temperatures over 
100 (degrees) consistent
ly  where you walk out 
each morning and it ’s 110 
to 120. I t  makes it  worse 
when you’re out there 
every day w ith the gear

Although the Captains 
straggled during the 
firs t half o f the Midwest 
League season going 
23-44, they’ve rebounded 
with a 12-8 record to 
start the second half and 
he’s enjoyed his stay.

“ It's a good area to 
play in," Haase said of

Lake County, which has a 
7,000-seat stadium that 
was bu ilt in 2006. “Being 
on the road is pretty fun, 
too. I  think it's a good 
little  town to play in.”

Minor league baseball 
is obviously less glamor
ous than that Majors, but 
Haase has accepted the 
routine, which includes 
long bus rides.

“ Time management is 
huge,”  he said.

D aily  g rind
So what is a typical 

day in the life  o f a Lake 
County Captain player?

“ Today, got up at 10 
a.m., had to l if t ,  then 
head back and get some
thing to eat,”  Haase said. 
“ Go out to the field at 
2:30 p.m., and once you 
get there, i t ’s jus t a mat
te r o f stretching, couple 
o f hacks in the cage, take 
B.P., take infield, rest 
about an hour or so be
fore the game. Go out, 
play the game, shower 
up, sleep on it, then do it 
all over again.

“That's just on the 
road. When we’re back 
home we get to the park 
at 1:30 p.m., pretty much 
the same thing, just a 
little  b it more o f it. We 
have the resources at 
home where we can work 
in whatever we need to 
do.”

Days o ff are usually 
occur in the middle of 
the week and time o ff is 
treasured.

"You pretty much 
relax, try  and get away 
from  the game,” Haase 
said. “ We went to Cedar 
Point a couple of times. 
You just try  and get 
away from the field as 
fa r as possible."

The Midwest League 
season ends Labor Day 
weekend, then the proc

ess begins all over for 
Haase, who hopes his 
next destination is the 
Carolina Mudcats (Ad
vanced A League). And 
o ff on the horizon are the 
Akron Aeros (AA) fo l
lowed by the Columbus 
Clippers (AAA).

D o w n  th e  road
And by then, Haase 

hopes Lake County is 
only a distant memory as 
opposed from Progres
sive Field.

The Midwest League 
season ends Labor Day 
weekend, but Haase can 
only stay focused on the 
moment.

“ I ’l l  probably go back 
to Arizona and play in
structional league like I 
have the last couple of 
years, or a parallel 
league with a couple of 
more games and prac
tices, try ing to refine 
what they want me to 
accomplish in the o ff 
season,” Haase said. “ I ’ll 
probably take a couple of 
weeks o ff and get right 
back to it, working out 
hard and get ready for 
the next season."

Haase possesses many 
o f the intangibles, but i t ’s 
a process fo r sure.

“ He’s got some in
tensity to him,”  T icker 
said. "Sometimes he’s a 
little  tough on himself -  
wants to be a perfection
ist. I  like his make-up.
He comes to work every 
day and works hard. As 
we kind o f use the old 
phrase, ‘He’s kind o f a 
grinder.’ The guy just 
does something to get 
better every day. He 
likes to play the game 
and those are real posi
tives fo r me.”



SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
Franklin  g irls hoop

The Livonia Franklin 
g irls basketball clinic 
(grades five-eight) w ill 
be 5-7:30 p.m. Ibesday 
through Thursday, July 
23-25, at the high school 
fieldhouse.

The clinic is free.
To register, vis it livo- 

niafranklingirlsbasket- 
ball.com or email coach 
Jim M ilican at jm ili- 
can@livoniapublic- 
schools.org.

Salem, soccer
Boys entering high 

school at Salem this fa ll 
are eligible to take part 
in the Rocks' boys soccer 
camp.

The sessions w ill take 
place from  9 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday through Fri- 

' day, July 24-26, at the 
corner o f Joy and Canton 
Center roads.

For more information, 
email coach Scott Duhl at 
elduhl@yahoo.com.

GC vo lley b a ll
The Garden City High 

School volleyball pro
gram w ill host a pair of 
camps in July.

A beginner camp w ill 
be held July 15-19. This 
camp is designed for 
beginner to intermediate 
voUeyball players ages 
8-14. The camp w ill run 
5-7 p.m. each night. The 
cost is $60, which in

cludes a T-shirt.
An advanced camp 

w ill be held 5-8 p.m. July 
22-26.

This camp is designed 
fo r advanced players.
The cost is $100 and in
cludes a T-shirt.

For more information, 
send an email to gar- 
dencityvb@yahoo.com.

C abrera b aseball
Triple Crown batting 

champion Miguel Cabre
ra w ill be the attraction 
at a baseball camp from  9
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 1, at Lake Orion 
High School.

The Detroit Tigers 
slugger w ill be joined by 
form er Phillies minor 
league pitcher Mark 
Rutherford (Livonia 
Churchill/Eastern M ichi
gan University).

The camp is open to 
boys and girls ages 6-14. 
Groups w ill be small and 
Cabrera w ill talk about 
the finer points of the 
game.

Participants receive 
an autographed team 
photo with Cabrera and a 
ProCamp T-shirt, among 
other items. The camp 
fee is $99 and space w ill 
be limited.

V isit www.Miguel- 
CabreraCamp.com.

Churchill g irls hoops
The 2013 Livonia 

Churchill girls basketball

Your local agent insures your

Lake Esta&e

Larry G. Johnson 
CSA,LUTCF
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734-207-0988
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camp fo r incoming 
grades five-nine w ill be 
3-6 p.m. Ibesday through 
Friday, July 16-19, at the 
gym.

Cost is $50. Call Chur
chill coach Matt McGo
wan at 248-761-9201 or 
email Mmco- 
wan54@gmail.com

Churchill fo o tb a ll
The Livonia Churchill 

Offensive and Defensive 
Skills youth football 
camp fo r incoming 
grades nine-12 w ill be 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Wednesday through F ri
day, July 24-26, and 6-8 
p.m. Monday, July 29, at 
the high scjiool.

The cost is $100 ( if  
registered by July 19) or 
$125 (sibling discount

; information, 
call Allen Fiegel at 734- 
718-4987.

Tennis c linic
The Jack Kingsbury 

Tennis Clinic for Livonia 
Franklin players (in

coming grades nine-12) 
w ill be 9-11 a.m. each 
Thesday and Thursday 
during the summer at the 
high school tennis courts.

The USTA pro, a 
Franklin grad, w ill offer 
instruction on serve, 
forehand, backhand, 
volleys and court strate
gy fo r singles and dou
bles.

The cost is $15 per 
session.

For more information, 
call 734-945-5762

Canton camps
Canton Leisure Ser

vices w ill be hosting 
several youth basketball 
and baseball camps dur
ing July and early Au
gust fo r boys and girls 
ages 7-14.

» Basketball camps 
w ill be 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
July 22-26 and July 29- 
Aug. 2 at Summit on the 
Park, 46000 Summit 
Parkway in Canton.

Cost is $140 for resi
dents and $150 fo r non
residents. There w ill be a

pre-camp shoot around
8-9 a.m.

The camp w ill focus 
on drills  and skills for 
offensive strategies and 
defensive plays in game 
situations.

Head coach Pat Wat
son brings more than 16 
years o f high school ex
perience.

» The baseball camp is 
slated to run from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. July 15-19 at 
Canton Sports Center, 
46555 W. Michigan Ave. 
Cost is $140 fo r residents 
and $150 for non-resi
dents.

For more information, 
call 734-483-5600.

M U  basketball
» The Madonna Uni

versity All-Star Boys 
Basketball camps w ill be 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
July 22-26, and July 29 
through Aug. 2, at the 
MU Activities Center.

The cost is $215 per 
week.

For more information

or to register online, visit 
www.AUStarBasketball- 
Camps.com.

» The Crusader Nation 
Girls Basketball Camp 
w ill be from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, July 15-18, at 
the Madonna University 
Activities Center.

The cost is $130.
For more information, 

v is it www.madonnacru- 
sasders.com or call 734- 
432-5606.

M ini-soccer camp
A soccer mini-camp 

for boys and girls ages 
5-12 (all skill levels) w ill 
be from  6:30-8 p.m., Mon
day through Thursday, 
Aug. 5-8, at Christ Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, 
14175 Farmington Road, 
Livonia.

The cost is $15 (in
cludes instruction, 
snacks and a soccer ball 
to take home).

To register, visit 
www.christoursavior.org. 
For more information, 
caU 734-522-6830.

Salem Rockettes roll!

The Salem Rockettes' varsity and junior varsity pom teams excelled June 16-19 at the Oakland University-hosted Universal 
Dance Association Pom Camp. The varsity team qualified for UDA Nationals set for next February in Orlando, Fla. Mem
bers of the Rockettes include: (top row, from left) Olivia Benintende, Cassie Berlin, Maddie Harvath, Brianna Dotson, Lau
ren Lachowski, Jillian Pertler, Raven Reynolds, Hannah Parent, Emily Bates, Kara Rocheleau, Trffney Cicotte and Basia Bo- 
kuniewicz; (bottom row, from left) Meghan Grossmann, Kayla Stokfisz. Taylor Harvath, Vanessa Bank, Olivia Ozeranic, 
Becky DeWater, Erica Garczynski, Kelcie Rocheleau, Sarah O'Donnell and Morgan Poulos. Not pictured are varsity coach 
Kaitlin Fettes, JV coaches Jessica Kubin and Kyra Boprie and JV Rockette Madeline Martinsky.
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Ŝadottohh.com
• Master Electrician
• Journeyman Carpenter

otoy. at OaidenCdy Schools. Resumes accepted through

""SlmJraSS1™

CLEANERS WANTED
ohKes'banKs 586-759-3700

woe! Suppod people wm fc
METRO DETROIT AREA 

GOURMET MARKET
• Assistant Deli Manager
• Closing Deli Supervisor

(734) 722-4560 a9 612u!5ey.Cantc«i,MI

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
son.'ttovt S wtSn arei Re-

tECHNICIAN
lor OVERHEAD CRANES

Musi have 5 yrs erpenence 6 a good driving record.

Computerized 
Tomography (CT) 

Technologist

FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST

TECH

Cook: UnUVDlnncr FT

. -COOKS -WAnSTAFF

MANAGERS, PT & FT

CAREERS

Independent
Contractors

Needed
Thursday marningt

For assisted Irdog facility.

'eat Pay & Benelits 

Line Cooks
Aoply «i person al 
Canton Applebees

Plymouth/Canton Area 

Dolver The ObeervB' Newspapers 
to homes 

in Western Wayne County,

Musi have vehicle, valid 
driver's Icerraa & insurance.

P le a se  c a ll
734-582-8690

Save tim e,
/UK Save money...

c u K i m c
‘ ‘ •*= ■•asa e

ftOMjERililSINGI ACCOUNjTj- 
EJCFCUiTAUE;

fttwtvw* fivptrieMrtb 
ASam** Cwr*wy
Dnuw L Ecmiix Vfcdi apaoiix* n connirfyttnd irtyrulw 411 «rw 
iMtraftji -  [nil. vsHV motile lYil »■**' 081 nlk*»F1 1J nin iln fr -Mill 
M W n ** . " R«' r'h M* » «  ♦»> 0*41 '* <*!»
ttf . 11*  sts* McMii men- tf*n 40 |iitr«i*fc 15 kc » ’ I MCUM**!
Jlw key »ntwt [«»»«!«II ctxMWHi and pra*>a*jn. bM»sebc
TOtire. t«iie)e»ic«wan.
DtiMYtf tnl Ecctrtnc MMe K kriarp to- an JLccoirr. Eietuan to lie B<m>jYan 
M Ttulio Ttis pusitan r  1 w> k ait al tf* Stull* HtMfri Wl kcaUn 
FSESPOMSItiUHES. Ctla fM itn a h i l  tatat am refcffd tttitk*. n a
<*ft»*wl»ii MMrAtffctitffrtwy VM rM*4r *  v.
1*  opporunhy to w* rno i *  n.n»<t«aT (teww fecawk
4K WP Pikiwy irv m M ti w iww i'T  t*> kntwy r> s»b i»j 
to  a>1 jen ftw i r*w tMVtH ’ *t Acrart iJtciUi ivn J-ias-i: totons atie 
ji»MTtr»>’ s h rew i ’ ;  jcvmIss* iw t *  ns«is«;l3 tiskcnw «M0s Sato
jFiets i-eja rts ir t  Jj : j nentaOji arc frtfcird to ircrajTTOT' 5 re«cv. 
R-[)iilFEMEHTS:Ai teiitae S'ltjlK Miltws yens el iak3,t<T«ficnce H i ojuai 
Kn BastKf t (Wycii (HftrrMl ProWaUfd ctmnuaaiv:r, (ftsi 1 uur j'c  tiurl 
nWMi iv ti we imhiaI 94 l»^*r (nl
kt uoM m ill [nWMrtf, PnA.nicy usng.- i*«raio4 iiiitilF i ► iMwaJ
«l [4iM<to'A4iP4r. *strii»»J3MJ I lk  iwjojo  pMigml i»m ij
•rarl m KPied  
{AirConpai;
Danet« z rrccli srd rrartamj teutons ampiTr Vito a tr.trsf pcrti ka :l hMdcMl 
Jiiti ndafc m l [itiisUig ixn[4r*a.
taTHZ puAilai u toinni u r j  u u t i  11 ths tt«»js trtr rctito nosl u m r  - >fi 
aV* i«kI irriMkm
Uamst's pcitljw rt htrt-d b n r ii  fctos tuensss srswwt ctrrrrt wth t>s« h»j«i
lilH pU m m nH iirifli •* Witoy »«*»j naikitBv writoafc oaMnlndaaliam
i l l  rutcral U kxrJ L  tris:rzJ rcacfe.
tm oirniiTr f 9 tUS- df»̂  arAHWMfi. rttolirii (RArrriW mdi 11 hnJhw m 
*t* tfrfiv m uM tf »»J IJ "'■m W»l» JuiLrr mpotfcnl nfM ■
ilEirniw tun atoontot iR4|ltolw«> im jhihJ U* 5* * *  IfiA TOOW. l*e 
Mkwis No. • T-A*Eac«t n [till a il iWlODlWan i» 3i a cttr4»»e< 6.4
nice
Til RtilKiiOT] DnfiUl 1 ts Pi nA>ll ucn t \  m en lrn *a i*ii ctM tftf 
HK*|| t4 it *U [« * i lk i i  T»K>*4f *  CAftmv r i»* H iiilu rtu  r.T«i* 
iitrtAK t.a* endHtniiilxjb iliikfydtiaik* iidbnw ‘- i
S.Xb wlw if.Jwnr- toTknl n »wtos 1* i«i«* kr«*e ir*1 wW keii' M*>« ti 2 
me 1 ’TUi mtea Mul* h tm a
IFrAvjAfSti So»f ( f  lie UK 's Iwlrg letkui a im u lV  re«-. [tr*« n  a *  Its l( |t t  
HitUB of =«l :rkTt crty : a i«  Etlia» neaij 7.5 mttii trtgne users
eata irmfi t.te&a iirtVlt' il 171W 5 pail Im iwas;ipcis rate t in  201 vieckfi 
■iMpc^m, ail vado fttoLilijrc. K.aii,l.-.i ha 11 a irkii
nU M d 110■ esvvrtWi nttirtTM *9** n fkajlr-r
fwiM* us n  m*4 mi.innty «ri*r/n «*J m i.3xmtI ih i *  a utoy '* *in< f i i  
ti-rrt cfTdtHMy to n  psratto
I m l rtAtner Is- lchr*trrTr*r«i to bw  Atn !»i« l£4C

OlkSFUlVHH &  l ic x .  lLVI K lC 
M I . I H . X



Local psychic hopes you’ll learn 
lessons from her life struggles

By Sharon Dargay

K ris ty  Robinett hopes her 
new memoir w ill learn help 
readers stay strong as they 
work through life ’s challenges.

"M y  whole premise o f the 
book wasn’t  to have it be, 'Oh, 
woe is me.’ It  was that we all 
have our own unique identities, 
our own unique issues, wheth
er i t ’s a dysfunctional family 
or we grew up without know
ing what we wanted to be when 
we grew up,”  said Robinett, a 
Livonia resident. “Everyone 
has their own quirks and I 
wanted to show that you can 
overcome and keep a confident 
attitude while going through 
the crap o f life  that gets 
thrown our way.”

Robinett has survived plen
ty  o f painful experiences in
cluding a d ifficu lt childhood, 
two failed marriages, physical 
and mental abuse, health prob
lems, job loss and the inability 
to accept herself and come to 
terms w ith her psychic abil
ities. She details it  all in  her 
book, Messenger between 
Worlds, True Stories from  a 
Psychic Medium, published by 
Llewellyn and released last 
month.

For years, Robinett, who 
was raised in a strict religious 
family, viewed her paranormal 
encounters with spirit guides 
and ghosts as a curse. She kept 
her abilities a secret and dis
guised her true self, un til her 
“ masks" became too heavy to 
handle. Today, she combines 
life  coaching and psychic sen
s itiv ity  to help others, offers 
ghost-hunting events, is work
ing on a television pilot, has 
authored two other books due 
fo r release by Luellen in 2014, 
and manages a happy house
hold that includes her th ird 
husband. Chuck, her father, 
her son, who’s in high school —

Robinett has overcome many obstacles in her life.

her daughter is in college — 
and family pets.

Meeting her husband 
marked a major turnaround in 
her life  and she credits him fo r but in general! 
helping her to openly embrace 
her psychic gifts.

“ I had never had anyone 
who supported me. There was 
no question that there was no 
judgment from  him at all. I t

was flat-out acceptance,” she 
said. “ I t  let me flourish and 
show my wings, who I was, not 
even just as a psychic medium,

Take a  n u m b er
Robinett doesn’t  regret 

being psychic, but said she 
sometimes resents its de
mands. She has communicated

of Kristy Robinetfs

w ith spirits at all hours of the 
day and in many unexpected 
places, including her bedroom 
and kitchen.

“ I rarely get a good night 
sleep. I  am grateful that all the 
physicians I ’ve had have al
ways understood or they’ve 
been a client o f mine, so they 
haven’t  put me in a funny 
farm ,”  she said, w ith a laugh. 
“ I ’m  a people pleaser, whether 
i t ’s this side or the other and I 
want to help everyone. But like 
I  said in the book, sometimes 
its like the Secretary o f State’s 
office, like the DMV, take a 
number, there is a long line of 
(deceased) people."

She said she rarely gets 
spooked by apparitions and 
sometimes feels more afraid of 
the living, whom she counsels 
in her office, than the dead, 
who seek her out without an 
appointment.

“ I ’ve heard everything in 
that office. Some people have 
confessed to me things that 
others wouldn’t  believe. So, I'm  
more afraid of that.”

Boosting in tu itio n

Robinett's appointment 
book is filled almost a year out 
and her ghost-hunting and 
psychic events tend to f i l l  
quickly. She incorporates les
sons in each session, encourag
ing clients to hone their own 
intuition and sensitivity to 
spirits.

"Everyone has the ability. I 
don’t  think i t ’s a super power," 
she said, pointing out that intu
itiveness takes practice and 
quiet time. "You’ve got laptops 
and smartphones and teleivi- 
son and noise. We’re so ADD 
(attention deficit disorder) now 
that half the time we don’t 
even listen to our kids.

“ How are you supposed to 
listen to someone on the other 
side that is quiet as a whisper 
or pick up on the signs they 
give o ff that can be as subtle as 
a bu tte rfly that flies by, or a 
squirrel .that runs up to the 
porch, or a license plate num
ber? People hear but aren’t 
paying attention.”

She stresses to clients that 
her readings aren’t w ritten in 
stone, te lling them they have 
the choice to change their 
lives, fu lf il l  dreams and take 
the necessary steps to acheive 
goals.

“There is an action step that 
needs to be taken.”

Robinett w ill lead a session 
in the use o f her new “ Higher 
Intuitions Oracle Cards,”  7-9 
p.m. Friday, July 19, at the 
Straight Farmhouse, 6221 Mer- 
riman, Garden City. The whim
sical cards focus on “animal 
energy”  to help in decision
making. The workshop is $30. 
Tickets are available at 
www.kristyrobinett.com

Her book is available at 
amazon.com and barnesand- 
noble.com.

A re  you  a  w o m a n  s u ffe r in g  fro m

LOW THYROID?
FREE Seminar will reveal the likely reasons you still suffer with 

“ thyroid symptoms” despite thyroid hormone therapy and normal test results.

Throughout my life, I have spent significant time and effort dealing with the following issues: 
fatigue, irregular and heavy periods (leading to lengthy, in-depth fertility  treatments when 
trying to have children), severe sinus headaches and allergies, being too hot or too cold, 
and gaining hard-to-lose weight. Without exception even when requesting thyroid tests or 
alternative treatments, my doctors told me I was in some range of normal (even being told I was 
“normal for being abnormal”) and simply advised me to eat less, move more, and be on my way.

Consulting with Dr. Shields, doing the in-depth health analysis, and submitting blood work for his 
requested profiles revealed I have Hashimoto’s thyroiditis on top of significant food allergies. 
Discovering for the first time there was a biological and chemical basis for my “normalcy” was 
incredibly relieving. Following the program's schedule of supplements and diet not only had me 
avoiding foods that were attacking me, the result has been a rebalancing of my systems and the
feeling for the first time in my life that I was in control of my health.

Within the first few weeks of the program, my periods became lighter and regular and have remained so. Headaches, allergies, 
temperature imbalances, and cravings are things of the past. My energy and outlook are up, and I lost 50 pounds in the
process. This program has given me a whole new outlook on life and a firm foundation for keeping things improving.

-  Chris Chalmers

Discover the likely reasons why you continue to suffer from:
•  Continual weight gain •  Anxiety •  Constipation • Memory loss
• Life-altering fatigue •Insomnia •Hot flashes • Heart palpitations
• Depression •Hairless •Brain fog • Irrational moods

Take the first step toward becoming YOU again...
by reserving your seat fo r th is event tha t has changed the lives o f so many women jus t like you. 

Reservations are required and seating is s tric tly  lim ited.

In tegrative^* Wellness
C E N T E R S

39111 Six Mile Road *160  
Livonia, Ml 48152

Your results may vary depending upon age, 
compliance, condition and other factors.

Location: Americenters Executive Office Suites
39111 Six Mile Road, Livonia

(One block from 1-275 N)

Date: Saturday morning 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
or Wednesday 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Presented by Dr. Josh Shields D.C.
To reg is te r c a ll us a t

248-697-2044
or go online at www.iWCENTERS.com

Please RSVP, registration is required. Call or go online for additional dates



It’s shameful: Dehumidifiers don’t last long these days
S ue writes: I  am in 

the market for a 
new dehumidifier 

for the basement. From 
research so far, it  ap
pears the major issue 
seems to be that most fa il 
w ithin one and a half and 
two years. Any sugges
tions? Know o f any not 
built in China?

Reply: The subject of 
dehumidifiers came up 
just a few weeks ago 
when my neighbor 
placed one on the street 
ready fo r garbage pick
up. I  asked him for per
mission to take it and 
why he was throwing it 
away. He said that it  has 
performed well fo r the 
past four years but that 
now it is not producing 
any water and the cab
inet is extremely hot, so I

  APPLIANCE
‘A .  DOCTOR

took it apart.
He was right in throw

ing it away because the 
sealed system has a leak 
in it  and is just about 
impossible to repair. He 
spent near $200 fo r this 
product and had to buy a 
new one and I hope he 
gets more than four 
years o f life  out his re
cent acquisition. I  looked 
up the model number of 
his old one and couldn’t 
find where any o f the 
parts are listed. A con
versation I had with the 
owner o f an appliance 
store told me that today,

dehumidifiers are a 
throwaway item. How 
sad that is!

In the 1970s, I  worked 
fo r the Amana Refrigera
tion Co. and they manu
factured a dehumidifier 
that had an expected life 
span o f 25-30 years. The 
coils were all copper, but 
all others had coils made 
o f aluminum.

This product was built 
like a tank and Amana 
sold them by the millions. 
I  understand that there 
no longer are dehumid
ifiers produced in the 
U.S.A. They are all made 
overseas.

Alice writes: I have a 
Whirlpool refrigerator/ 
freezer model ed25dw. 
The door w ill not close 
(stick) on the refriger
ator. Do I  need to replace

the rubber?
Reply: This is a prob

lem that occurs on many 
refrigerators (top 
mounts) where the freez
er is located above the 
refrigerator section. It is 
easy to understand why 
this happens and let me 
explain.

The large refrigerator 
door is a big piece of 
sheet metal and what 
makes the door rig id is 
the inner plastic liner 
which is attached on the 
inside. This adds to the 
strength o f the door and 
keeps i t  straight. Why the 
door sometimes goes out 
of alignment is also easy 
to understand. When you 
open the door sometimes 
your leg or foot gets in 
the way and while you 
stopped the bottom from

opening you pulled on the 
top part of the door. This 
slight accident caused 
the door to warp, leaving 
a gap at the top portion 
which w ill not allow the 
door to h it the frame of 
the refrigerator.

The f ix  is easy and 
you don’t have to pur
chase a new rubber door 
seal. Open the door 12 
inches, hold the crook of 
your foot under the bot
tom edge and tw ist the 
top o f the door very 
slightly.

Do it in stages until 
you get the door to meet 
the frame. Be careful 
that you twist ever so 
slightly or you w ill break 
the inner plastic liner on 
the door. Now here is a 
service secret to prevent 
a door seal fa lling apart.

Along the bottom edge of 
the refrigerator door is 
where any spillage on the 
shelves o f the refriger
ator w ill travel to.

That spillage w ill 
deteriorate the rubber 
material and allow warm 
air to enter the refriger
ator. In most o f these 
cases consumers may 
end spending a few hun
dred dollars in repair 
costs.

Take warm wet cloths 
and wipe clean the bot
tom section of the rubber 
door seal. Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heard at 8 
a.m., Saturdays on WAAM 
1600. You can e-mail your 
problems and questions on

GARDEN & NATURE CALENDAR
Nature Calendar to Sharon 
Dargay. Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. sdargay®home- 
townlife.com, 615 W. La
fayette-second level, Detroit,
Ml 48226.

B u tterflies
Brenda Dziedzic, author and 
owner of Brenda's Butterfly 
Habitat will give an up-close 
view of native butterfly species 
and their host plants, at the 
next meeting of the Southeast 
Michigan Butterfly Association, 
(SEMBA), 7 p.m. Wednesday. 
July 17, at Barson's Greenhouse, 
6414 Merriman, Westland. 
Questions? Call 734-223-5510 or 
visit www.sembabutterfly.com.

English Gardens
English Gardens stores in metre 
Detroit offer a variety of pro
grams and workshops for 
gardeners.
» Get tips on selection and care 
of hydrangeas at a free presen
tation, 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 
17, and 10 a.m. Saturday, July 20.
» Experts offer a list of what 
should be done in the summer 
garden to keep it looking 
great at a free presentation, 7 
p.m. Wednesday, July 24, and 
10 a.m. Saturday. July 27.
» The store will supply every

thing needed to make a fairy 
garden to take home at a 
workshop, 2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
July 27. Cost is $49.99. Sign up 
online at englishgardens.com.
» Learn about plants that 

presentation, 10 a.m. Saturday,

» Get tips on creating a beauti
ful shade garden, 10 a.m., 
Saturday. Aug. 10 at a free 
presentation.
Area English Gardens stores are 
at 155 N. Maple, Ann Arbor, 
734-332-7900; 22650 Ford Road 
in Dearborn Heights, 313-278- 
4433; 4901 Coolidge Highway, 
Royal Oak, 248-280-9500, and 
6370 Orchard Lake Road, in 
West Bloomfield; 248-851-7506.

Kids a nd nature, a 
w in n in g  com bo

are designed for kids of all ages 
through Aug. 23 at Heritage 
Park, 24915 Farmington Road, 
in Farmington Hills.
Programs include a nature 
movie, 2 p.m. Monday; story 
and a craft, 2 p.m. Tuesday; a 
scavenger hunt. 2 p.m. 
Wednesday; nature hike, 2 p.m. 
Thursday; and family campfire, 
7-9 p.m. Friday.

In th e  m o o n lig h t
Listen for nocturnal animals.

observe the night sky, and 
heighten your senses during a 
Full Moon Friday Night Hike in 
Heritage Park, 24915 Farming
ton Road, between 10 Mile and 
11 Mile, Farmington Hills.
The hikes are from 9:30-10:30 
p.m. July 19 and 9-10 p.m. Aug. 
23. Hikes are designed for 
families and children, 5 and up. 
No flashlights are needed. 
Hikes will meet at the Nature

Cost is $3 per 
register for th 
creg.fhgov.co

n. Pre

refunds given. The Nature 
Center also will offer a camp
fire from 7-9 p.m. Fridays 
through Aug. 23. Marsh
mallows, s'mores and bever
ages will be sold. Call the 
Nature Center at 248-477-1135.

M as te r G ardener

Interested in becoming a 
master gardener? Classes will 
run 5-9 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 3 to 
Dec. 3, at the Wayne RESA 
Auditorium, 5454 Venoy, 
Wayne. Cost for the training is 
$300. To register, visit

7oJ?e o
W IL D s u m m e r  DayTrip

to the
TOLEDO

Saturday, July 27
E x p lo r e  f r o m  th e  A r c t i c  t o  A u s t r a l i a  

a l l  i n  o n e  g r e a t  d a y  a t  th e  T o le d o  Z o o !

u m
I child's admission ticket 
■ with the purchase of an adult
J ticket on Saturday, July 27.

TOLEDO

D o n 't m iss th e  W I L D  Summer Day Trip contest.

F ill ou t the form  below fo r a chance to  w in these great prizes:

• G rand Prize: 4 Toledo Zoo admission passes,
4 Behind-the-Scenes Tour passes and a fuel g ift card

• Runner-up: 4Toledo Zoo admission passes 
and a year's membership to  the Toledo Zoo

• T h ird  Prize: 4Toledo Zoo admission passes

E N T E R  T O  W I N  O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c  

W I L D  S um m er D ay Trip contest
Entriti must be submitted by July IS or toledozoo.org/daytrlp. hometown life.tom Don’l Mlu module

lyin' Dogs Band lead singer Dave Parr and his wife, Miyali, of Farmington Hills. This was 
the fourth year that Parr and the Lyin' Dogs Band donated their talents to making the 
10th Annual AUVE fundraiser a great success, photos by iuue youes

Farmington Hills residents Dr. Darla Granger, transplant surgeon, St. John Providence 
Health System; pharmacist Luke Ponder; and Donate Life Coalition of Michigan 
Fundraising PR/Marketing chair Peggy Burkhard

Gala boosts organ gift awareness
The 10th Annual ■ P M H  ,  „  On Thursday. Aug. 15,

ALIVE fundraiser, at- JuUe the Detroit Tigers will
tended by more than 300 YoUe*  once a8ain host Organ
supporters, was held at l l  ~ ~ J \  Donor Awareness Day at
the Michigan Design m .  Ycem; Comerica Park. Tickets
Center and benefited the to the game — Tigers vs.
Donate Life Coalition of Kansas City Royals —
Michigan. The Coalition, The Coalition works can be purchased by
an affSiate o f Donate closely w ith G ift o f Life calling 248-770-5172 or
Life America, raises Michigan, the state's only 248-701-2323. For more
awareness about organ federally-designated information, visit
and tissue donation organ and tissue recov- www.donatelifemichiga-
through education and ery organization. Nearly n.org or go to www.gifto-
outreach activities like 3,000 Michigan residents flifemichigan.org to sign
this one. The event raised are waiting fo r organ up on the Michigan Or-
$26,000. transplants. gan Donor Registry.

Make it a Hawaiian night at Longacre House

Sponsored by the Observer & Eccentric Media and the Toledo Zoo.

Put on your favorite fare, a pig
Hawaiian shirt and "hang dancing. The Hawaiian
ten" at 6:30-8:30 p.m. '  -
Friday, Aug. 2 at the 
Longacre House in Far
mington Hills.

The festivities w ill 
include classic Hawaiian

Luau costs $17 per per
son w ith pre-registration 
and $22 at the door. A 
cash bar w ill be available 
with a featured tropical 
drink. Ages 21+ only.

The Longacre House 
is located at 24705 Far
mington Road, between 
10 Mile and 11 Mile. For 
more information, call 
248-477-8404 or visit 
www.longacrehouse.org.



RELIGION CALENDAR
JULY
FILM
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 17
Location: St. Aidan Catholic 
Church, 17500 Farmington Road,

Details: Screening of "The 
Hunger Games" with a Q and A 
afterward and refreshments 
provided. RSVP requested 
Contact: 734-42S-S9S0; 
www.staidanlivonia.org 
LECTURE SERIES 
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m. to noon, 
for six Sunday mornings. 
Location: Congregation Beth 
Ahm, 5075 W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: Each session consists of 
two 30-minute lectures by David 
B. Ruderman, a professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania, on 
DVD.
Contact: Nancy Kaplan at 
248-737-1931 ornancyel- 
Ien879eatt.net 
MIME WORKSHOP
Time/Date: Workshops, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday-Saturday, July 
26-27: worship and mime minis
try, 10 a.m. Sunday, July 28 
Location: Way of Life Christian 
Church, Lilly Executive Plaza, 
9401 General Drive, Suite 100, 
Plymouth

Green, with 17 years together in 
ministry, will lead the workshop. 
They use mime as a way of 
ministering to individuals who 
may need need "to see it to get 
what God is saying." Cost is $30 
for adults, $55 for couples, and 
$20 for children and teens, 10 
and above

OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Time/Date: 11 a.m. Sunday, July 
14-Aug. 18
Location: Grounds at Cherry 
Hill Village Schoolhouse, located 
at Ridge and Cherry Hill Roads, 
Canton
Details: St. Michael Lutheran 
Church offers a worship sen/ice 
in a casual atmosphere. Bring 
your own lawn chair. In case of 
inclement weather, service will 
be held at the church. 7000 N. 
Sheldon, Canton 
Contact: 734-459-3333 
RUMMAGE SALE 
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday, July 26 and 9 a.m.. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, July 27 
Location: Timothy Lutheran 
Church, 8820 Wayne Road, 
south of Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia 
Details: The sale will be in the 
lower level of the church 
Contact: 734-425-3062 
SINGLE PLACE 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
July 18-25
Location: First Presbyterian 
Church of Northville. 200 E.
Main St, Northville 
Details: A cookout will be held 
July 18; cards and games night is 
planned for July 25. Ice cream is 
available July 11 and 25 for $5.

Contact: www.singleplace.org 
VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL
Time/Date: 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. July 29 through Aug. 2 
Location: Mt. Hope Congrega
tional Church, 30330 School-

Details: "Kingdom Rock" is the 
theme; $15 fee includes a T-shirt 
Contact. 734425-7280 
WOW JAM 
Time/Date: 4-8 p.m. July 19 
Location: Goudy Recreational 
Park, 3355 S. Wayne Road, 
Wayne
Details: Cornerstone City 
Church offers this event that will 
include free groceries, free 
haircuts and manicures, free 
family photos, free bike repair, 
free potted plants, free hot 
meals and a singing contest.

hunt17©gmail.com or info0cor- 
nerstonecitychurch.us.

A U G U ST  
CAR SHOW
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 24 
Location: Livonia Church of 
Christ 15431 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: 12th annual Charity Car 
Show will benefit Angela Hos
pice. All makes of cars, trucks 
and motorcycles are welcome. 
There are class trophies plus best 
of show, a club participation 
award, goodie bags for the first 
75 entrants, door prizes, a live 
DJ, and food and drinks avail
able for purchase. The entry fee 
to show a vehicle is $15. No 
charge to view the entries. 
Organizers also are seeking 
sponsors for the show 
Contact: 734427-8743 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 
WORKSHOP 
Time/Date: 6:30-8 p.m. Aug. 12 
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, 30650 W. Six Mile,

Details: The three-day work
shop at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church is designed for choir 
directors and music educators, 
led by Michael Burkhardt 
Contact: www.heartshands- 
voices.org; 734-427-1414 for 
more information.
C.L.E.A.P. FROG 
Time/Date: 6-8 p.m. Monday 
and Wednesday, Aug. 5-21

Location: Faith Community 
Wesleyan Church. 14560 Merri
man, Livonia
Details: This learning program 
in a Christ-centered environ
ment is designed to sharpen a 
child’s skills and give them a 
'leap' into the coming school 
year. CL.EAP FROG — which is 
not a VBS program — will offer 
the basics, including math, 
reading, music, science and 
more. This free program is for 
children entering grades 1-6. A 
class for pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten also is offered. All 
children must be pre-registered 
Contact: Mary at 248/471-1322 
or Melissa at 734/466-8694 to 
register
SOCCER CAMP
Time/Date: 6-30-8 p.m., Aug. 
5-8
Location: Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, 14175 Far
mington Road, Livonia 
Details: Soccer mini-camp is for 
boys and girls, 5-12. Students 
may bring their own soccer ball 
or shin guards if desired. Items 
not required to enroll. Cost is 
$15 per student and includes 
instruction, snacks, and a soccer

Contact'
www.christoursavior.org; 734- 
522-6830
VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL
Time/Date: 9:30 a.m. to noon 
Aug. 5-8
Location: Fellowship hail at 
Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian 
Church, 9601 Hubbard, Livonia 
Details: Designed for children, 
3, through those entering fifth 
grade in the fall. Cost is $10 per 
child and $25 for families with 
three or more children. Each 
child will receive a free CD with 
all of the music from the week. 
Registration forms are available 
in the church office.
Contact: Pam Gunderson at 
rgpc.children©yahoo.com or 
734-422-0494, Ext 14 
WORSHIP & MUSIC 
CAMP
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Aug. 12-15
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, 30650 W. Six Mile, 
Livonia
Details: "Hearts, Hands and 
Voices," is designed to help 
students in grades two-seven 
grow spiritually and musically. 
Contact Register at 
www.heartshandsvoices.org; 
734-427-1414 
YOUTH RUMMAGE 
SALE
Time/Date: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. July 
18-19 and 8 a.m.-noon, July 20 
Location: Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church, 34567 Seven Mile, west 
of Farmington Road. Livonia 
Contact 248-442-8822

O N G O IN G
CLASSES/STUDY 
Men's Bible study 
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and study at 8 a.m.
Location: Kirby's Coney Island, 
21200 Haggerty. Northville

734-464-9491 
New Life Community Church 
Time/Date: Jobs seminar, 8-9 
am. Fridays; reading program 
for students in grades K-12 and

10 a.m. Sundays.
Location: 42200 Tyler, Belleville 
Contact 734846-4615 
Our Lady of Loretto 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Redford 
Details: Saipture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000 
St Michael the Archangel 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. the 
second and fourth Thursday. 
Location: School library, 11441 
Hubbard, just south of Plymouth 
Road, Livonia
Details: Catholic author and 
bible scholar, Gary Michuta, 
leads a study of the Gospel of St. 
Luke. The sessions are open to 
all, regardless of their faith or 
parish affiliation 
Contact: 734-261-1455, Ext. 200, 
or www.livoniastmichael.org 
Ward Presbyterian 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Mondays 
Location: Room A101,40000 W. 
Six Mile, Northville 
Details: Learner's Bible study is 
held
Contact: 248-374-5920 
FAMILY COMMUNITY 
MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: The Salvation Army, 
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington 
Hills
Details: Free meal 
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12 
FOOD BANK
New Hope Church 
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m., every 
Friday by appointment only 
Location: 44815 Cherry Hill. 
Canton
Contact: Call pastor Ranay 

mentat 734-270-2528.
MOMS
Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday, MOPS; 7-8:30 
p.m. first and third Thursday,

MOPSnext. Both programs run 
September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road. Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool
ers is aimed at mothers of in
fants through kindergartners; 
MOPSnext supports mothers of 
school-aged children.
Contact Rebekah Creeden at 
734-522-6830 for MOPS and 
Susan Magner at 248-478-3643 
for MOPSnext details.
Dunning Park Bible Chapel 
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W. Chicago 
Road. Redford
Details: MOPS is a place where

receive mothering support, 
practical help and spiritual hope. 
Meet with other women for 
companionship and support. 
Contact Amy at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767 
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set
ting. Pet blessings are available 
after the service. All Creatures 
ULC describes the gathering as 
nondenominational and Chris
tian. Water is available for dogs 
Contact: 313-563-0162 
PRAYER
Nardin Park Unrted Method-

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesday 
Location: 29887 W. 11 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Participate in an open 
time of praying silently and 
aloud together as well as re
sponding to personal requests. 
Contact: 248-476-8860 
St. Edith Church 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday 
Location: 15089 Newburgh, 
Livonia. Enter through the back 
of the church.
Details: Music, singing, prayer 
Contact Grace at 734-464-1896, 
Shirley at 734-464-3656 or Geri 
at 734-464-8906 
St Michael Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-

Location: 7000 Sheldon, Canton 
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact 734-459-3333 
SINGLES
Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; Room 304 
Details: Divorce Overcomers 
group is designed for individuals 
going through divorce, those

Contact The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; Ief0dwo.org 
First Presbyterian Church 
Time/Date: 7:30-7:45 p.m., 
social time; 7:45-8 p.m., opening; 
8-9 p.m., program Thursdays. 
Location: 200 E. Main St., 
Northville
Details: Single Place Ministry; 
cost is $5
Contact 248-349-0911 or visit 
www.singleplace.org 
Steve’s Family Restaurant 
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: Widowed men of all 
ages may attend the Widowed 
Friends Men’s breakfast This is 
an informal "peer" group where 
men have an opportunity to

Contact 313-534-0399

Location: 40000 Six Mile, North-

Details: Single Point Ministries, 
for 30 and up, offers fellowship. 
Contact: 248-374-5920 
Song Circle
Congregation Beth Ahm 
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m. 
every Shabbat
Location: 5075 W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat 
songs) and celebrate Kiddush 
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans
literation as well as the original 
Hebrew.
Contact 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen8790att.net.
SUPPORT
» Apostolic Christian Church 
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily
Location: 29667 Wentworth. 
Livonia
Details: Adult day care at the 
church's Woodhaven R< 
Community. Funding fr 
AAA 1-C Older America 
Contact 734-261-9000; 
www.woodhaven-retin

» Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; room 202 
Details: Addiction No More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems, drugs, 
alcohol, overeating, gambling. 
Contact-313-255-2222, Ext. 244

MILESTONES
ANNIVERSARY

C elebrating 60 years

Victor A. and Clare A. 
Bianchi of Garden City, 
celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on 
June 20. They were 
married in 1953 at As
sumption o f the Blessed 
Virgin M ary in Detroit.

They have four chil
dren, Robert, Judith, 
Charles, and M ary Ellen 
(Edward) P roffitt. Their 
grandchildren are, Ni
cole (Ryan) Schmidt, 
Vanessa Bianchi, Robert 
Bianchi, Jr., and Kyle 
P roffitt. They also have 
one great-grandson, 
Logan Schmidt.

The fam ily celebrat
ed their anniversary at a 
local restaurant.

ENGAGEMENT
Jacovetti-Tuckfie ld

William and Karen Jacovetti o f Livo
nia are honored to announce the en
gagement o f their daughter, Amy N i
cole, to William James Thckfield I II , 
son o f Jacqueline Johnston of Com
merce and William TUckfield I I  o f Ster
ling Heights.

Amy is a graduate o f Central M ichi
gan University and Loyola University, 
Chicago, 111. She is employed by Oak
land University in Rochester Hills.

W illiam is a graduate o f Western 
Michigan University and is employed 
by Campbell-Ewald in Warren.

They w ill be married in July 2014.
2

Jacovetti-Tuckfield

Swiderski-Stafford

ENGAGEMENT
S w iderski-S tafford

Katie Swiderski and 
Tom Stafford announce 
their engagement.

Parents o f the couple 
are Victor and Mary 
Lynn Swiderski of St. 
Ignace, Julie Webb of 
Clarkston, and Doug and 
Kay Stafford o f Ply
mouth.

The bride-to-be, a 
2004 Alpena High School 
graduate, earned a bach
elor o f science degree in 
psychology, graduating 
w ith honors, from M ichi
gan State University.
She holds a bachelor of 
science degree in nurs
ing from  Grand Valley

State University and is 
employed as a regis
tered nurse with the 
University o f Michigan 
Health System in Aim 
Arbor.

H er fiance graduated 
in 2004 from Plymouth 
Salem High School. He 
graduated w ith honors 
from Michigan State 
University in 2008 w ith a 
bachelor of science 
degree in construction 
management, and is 
pursuing a degree in 
mechanical engineering 
from Michigan State 
University.

An August 2013 wed
ding is planned at Light
house Point in  St. Ignace.

BIRTH
Joshua M ario  
VanW ashenova

Joshua Mario Van
Washenova was born 
May 24,2013, at St. Mary 
Mercy Hospital in Livo
nia.

Joshua joined his par
ents, Dale and Andrea 
VanWashenova, and his 
siblings, Avery, 4, and 
Drew, 2, at home in Can
ton.

Proud grandparents 
are Mario and Joyce 
Galindo o f Livonia and 
Lorna VanWashenova of 
South Rockwood. Joshua Mario VanWashenova

1-800-S79-735S • fax 313-496-4968 • oeobits@hometownlife.cor 
Deadlines: Friday 4:1S p.m. for Sunday • Wednesday 9:4S a.m. for Thursday

HOWELL, 
GRACE IS.

(NEE H ALL)
Age 87 of Milford, formerly of 
Farmington Hills, passed away 
July 7, 2013. Preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, Tho
mas; brothers. Bill and Robert 
Hall; sister, Ruth Wert. Survived 
by her loving daughters, Kathy 
(Glen) Lindsay, Debbc (the late 
Doug) AuBuchon, Kim (Jim) 
Dye, Cindy (David) Hage; 
grandchildren, Megan (Ron) 
Ralko, Beth (Tom) TardifT, Nate 
AuBuchon. Andrew (Stephanie). 
Kyle, Collin and Iain Lindsay, 
T.J. (Val), Courtney and Ashlind 
Dye, Sarah and Erin Hage. Also

TSA, children.
d by h

Betty Leonard,

and dear friends. Funeral from 
Lynch & Sons Funeral Home, 
404 E. Liberty. Milford, Thurs
day, July llth, 12 PM. Burial

rraged to the Charach Can-

Lynch & Sons 248-684-6645 
LynchFuneralDircctors.com

L ynch  &  Sons

e ig h t & f o u r  G r a v e  

PRIVATE ESTATES
Only at Glen Eden will you find "Family r 
Estates," private areas just for your family. .
It offers premium quality ambiance 
where your family stays together.

8 2 4 8 . 4 7 7 . 4 4 6 0
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\ / \ / i 1 : h  y o i - j  i n  t z l n i s  
- t i m e  o - f  s o r r o - w



MEDICAL DATEBOOK
July

Jo int rep lacem ent
Jeffrey Mendelson, 

M.D., w ill answer ques
tions, discuss jo in t pain, 
joint replacement pro
cedures and available 
implant options 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 24, in 
Classroom 10 at St.
M ary Mercy’s Center 
fo r Joint Replacement, 
located on the hospital 
campus at Five Mile 
and Levan, in Livonia.
Tb register fo r the pro
gram or fo r informa
tion, call 734-655-2345.

W alk w ith  a Doc
Dr. Annette Carron, 

geriatrics specialist, 
w ill ta lk about under
standing and improving 
memory to sharpen 
your mind and boost 
your brainpower, dur
ing Botsford Hospital’s 
monthly Walk w ith a 
Doc, noon Thursday, 
July 18, at Heritage 
Park Nature Center, 
located on the west side 
o f Farmington Road, 
between 10 M ile and 11 
Mile, Farmington Hills. 
Meets rain o r shine.
Call 877-477-3621, op
tion 1, to register.

W om en's hea lth
Dr. Paul Makela, 

M.D., director o f Gyne
cological Robotic Sur
gery, w ill present a 
series on women’s 
health topics 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 17, 
Aug. 21 and Sept. 18, in 
Classroom 10 at St. 
M ary Mercy Hospital, 
located at Five Mile 
and Levan, Livonia. 
Pelvic pain is this 
month’s topic, followed 
by bladder dysfunction 
in August and pelvic 
prolapse in September. 
Light refreshments w ill 
be provided. Presenta
tions are free but regis
tration is required. Call 
734-655-1980 to register 
or fo r information.

A ugust

B ariatric  surgery
The Michigan Ba

r ia tr ic  Institute offers

free monthly educa
tional seminars about 
laparoscopic bariatric 
surgery by Tallal Zeni, 
M.D., Director o f M in i
mally Invasive and 
Bariatric Surgery. 
Presentations w ill be 
offered from  6-7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1 
and Sept. 12 in the 
North Auditorium at St. 
M ary Mercy Hospital, 
Five M ile and Levan, 
Livonia. For more in
formation, call the In 
stitute at 877-949-9344. 

C ontro lling  jo in t  
pain

Henry Ford Health 
System’s Joint Preser
vation Program offers 
free classes on ways to 
slow down the progres
sion o f jo in t pain w ith
out surgery. The focus 
is on the knee and hip 
joints,. Participants 
learn how the joints 
work, self-management 
of pain, medical treat
ments, physical thera
py, how and exercises 
to strength joints. 
Classes run 1-3 p.m.
Aug. 15 at Henry Ford 
Medical Center-Fair- 
lane, 19401 Hubbard 
Drive, Dearborn, and 
1-3 p.m. Aug. 22 at Hen
r y  Ford Medical Cen- 
ter-Columbus, 39450 W. 
12 M ile, Novi.

Ongoing

A quatic  classes
The YMCA of Met

ropolitan Detroit and 
the A rth ritis  Founda
tion have partnered to 
o ffer aquatic classes 
designed to ease the 
pain o f arthritis. Class
es are held 11 a.m. to 
noon TUesday and 
Thursday at the Far
mington branch; 1-1:45 
p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday at the Livo
nia branch. A ll o f class
es are offered to mem
bers and nonmembers 
o f every age. To jo in or 
fo r more information, 
interested individuals 
can contact their local 
YMCA branch or v isit 
www.ymcadetroit.org.

Dinner planned to raise money 
for teen’s oxygen treatment

Elizabeth West needs 
$6,500 to buy 60 sessions 
o f hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy for her 13-year- 
old daughter, Ariana.

The teen suffered a 
lack of oxygen to the 
brain after sustaining a 
collapsed lung and cardi
ac arrest during an asth
ma attack in March. The 
youngster, a former stu
dent at Pace Academy in 
Southfield, has been on a 
ventilator ever since.

West’s co-workers at 
St. M ary Mercy Hospital 
collected $4,600 in dona
tions through a bowling 
event last month and 
hope to raise the rest of 
the treatment funds 
through a spaghetti din
ner Thursday, July 18, at 
St. Timothy's Presbyteri
an Church in Livonia.

The dinner, which 
runs 5-9 p.m. w ill include 
spaghetti, salad, rolls, 
dessert and drinks for 
$10. Several items also 
w ill be raffled during the 
event. Tickets are avail
able at the door or in 
advance by calling Pam 
Laszyca at 248-987-6713. 
The church is located at 
16700 Newburgh.

Ariana West, 13, will undergo hyperbaric oxygen therapy if 
her family can raise $6,500. An upcoming spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser will help.

Laszyca, a Livonia 
resident who works in 
the lab at St. Mary Mer
cy, said she sought out 
West after learning about 
the bowling fundraiser.

“ I  just had to help. She 
seemed so... like her 
world had collapsed. I 
to ld her, ‘You can’t  give 
up hope,'”  Laszyca said. 
“This (hyperbaric oxy
gen) is their last option.”

The therapy involves 
breathing pure oxygen in 
a pressurized, sealed 
chamber. I t  is used to 
treat several health prob
lems such as decompres
sion sickness, carbon

monoxide poisoning, 
brain abscess, and tis
sues that have been oxy
gen deprived.

Laszyca said her own 
daughter, who is autistic, 
benefited from hyperbar
ic oxygen therapy.

" I t  did help her. I've 
seen positive effects.”

A ll o p tions
West and her husband, 

Sam, hope the treatment 
w ill help their only child, 
too.

“I t ’s not always 100 
percent, but it ’s an op
tion, something to try. I 
want to exhaust all my

options,”  West said.
She described her 

daughter as a computer 
whiz who loved reading 
and never missed school.

"She was an excellent 
student, loved life  and 
had high spirits. I  hope I 
get that back. She’s in 
there, try ing to find a 
way out. They said she 
was brain dead, but I 
don’t  believe that.”

West said her daugh
te r responds to a variety 
o f stimuli. She jerks her 
foot back i f  her toe is 
pinched, turns her head 
toward the direction of 
certain sounds, such as a 
door opening, and opens 
and closes her eyes.

Sam West, a carpenter 
by trade, stays home to 
care fo r their daughter., 
who needs 24-hour assis
tance. The family recent
ly  moved from Southfield 
into a relative’s home.

“ I ’m blessed with so 
many beautiful people in 
m y life. I  thank God for 
all my co-workers. What
ever we make from the 
spaghetti dinner w ill be a 
blessing," West said. 
“Whatever people can 
contribute is a blessing. 
Even i f  it ’s $5, it ’s $5 
more than I  had."

Local nurse awarded for people, clinical skills
Max Punnoose of Far

mington H ills  is among 
several nurses who re
cently were recognized 
by Henry Ford Health 
System with a Clara Ford 
Nursing Excellence 
Award,

Punnoose, an R.N., 
works in the intensive 
care unit at Henry Ford 
West Bloomfield, where 
he has been employed for 
2 /; years.

He was honored for 
embodying the "people 
pillar," one of the seven

pillars o f performance 
excellence at Henry 
Ford. The 
award is 
given to the 
nurse who 
strives for 
excellence 
in every 
encounter 
w ith pa- Punnoose 
tients, co
workers, volunteers and 
employers. The recipient 
communicates well, gives 
excellent clinical care, 
superior customer ser

vice, displays a positive 
attitude and is a role mod
el fo r all.

Punnoose was nomi
nated by another nurse 
who said “Max consis
tently goes above and 
beyond. Not only does he 
take excellent care o f his 
patients but he spends 
considerable time with 
the patient’s family.”  

Other nurses who won 
awards were:

» Service pillar — 
Tbnya Kaminski 

•> Quality & Safety

p illa r—Shawn Bennis 
» Growth pillar — 

Linda Ziolkowski 
» Research & Educa

tion pillar — Carolyn 
Fascetti

» Community p illar — 
TVacy Pearson

» Finance p illa r— 
Jeffrey Brinkman 

The Clara Ford Nurs
ing Excellence Award is 
named after Clara Bryant 
Ford, wife of Henry Ford, 
who was an advocate of 
Henry Ford Hospital 
School o f Nursing.

i You O w e  It to Yourself 
to H a ve  Your H earing

C h e c k e d  if...

• Do peop le  seem to  mumble?

• Do you ask peop le  to  repeat 
themselves?

• Is it hard to  hear 
peop le  on the  phone?

• Does your family say the  TV 
is to o  loud?

• Do peop le  ta lk  to o  fast?

• Is it difficult to  understand 
in a  noisy room?

Total your “ YES” answers
If you have 0-2 "yes" answers, your hearing is
probably good.
If you have 3 or more "yes" answers, you may have
some hearing loss and should see a professional for
an evaluation.

Bring in this co m p le te d  questionaire 
an d  rece ive  a

FREE H E A R IN G  EVALUATION!
I  
I
|  DEARBORN
■ In Sears, FairlaneTown Center 
|  (313)441-5393

|  LINCOLN PARK

ANN ARBOR
Maple Village 

Across from Plum Market 
(734) 222-8375

LIVONIA
In Sears, 7 Mile & Middlebel 

(248)471-5909

In Sears. Lincoln Park 
Shopping Center 

(313) 383-5587

WESTLAND
35735 Warren Rd. 

Btw. Party City & Petco 
(734) 729-3810

www.mlracle-ear.com
Member of the National Institute on Deafness

Queslions adopted Itom US National Institute on Deafness

D on’t  S poil th e  Fun!
Keep Your BBQ or P icn ic  Fresh th is  Summ er 

Ask A Garden City Hospita l Health Expert
Fam ily reunions, company picnics, block parties 
...who doesn’t love a big summer gathering w ith  
friends and fam ily? There’s laughter, beau tifu l 
w eather and o f course, p lenty o f good food. Health 
E xpert and Garden C ity  Hospital D ie titia n , Linda 

J W  M ain, serves up a healthy portion o f sum m er food 
Linda Main safety advice.

Food & Nutrition
Q: We’re hosting a potluck party in  a few  weeks and I want to make 

sure a ll the food is ju s t as safe to eat, as it  is delicious. What can I  
do to ensure our good time isn’t derailed byfoodborne illness?

A: I t  is important to always take precautions and practice safe food 
handling when preparing perishable foods such as meat, poultry, 
seafood and egg products, especially during warm weather. 
Conditions that are ideal for an outdoor get together provide the 
perfect environment for bacteria to m ultiply rapidly and cause 
foodborne illness.

. Here are a few important tips to fight bacteria and reduce any risk for 
foodborne illness this summer.

1. KEEP RAW FOODS COLD AND SEPARATED. Don’t let uncooked 
foods like chicken, beef or pork share the same space. Avoid cross 
contamination by refrigerating these items in separate, well sealed 
zip bags or containers. Use different knives and cutting boards for 
each and keep refrigerated until you’re ready to cook. Transport 
uncooked meats in a separate cooler from  ready to serve foods.

2. WASH AND WASH AGAIN. Always start with a clean kitchen and 
wash your hands w ith warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds 
before and after handling food. I f  you’re handling multiple foods, 
wash every time you touch a new item. Also, wash a ll utensils used in 
preparation before using them to prepare another item.

3. GAUGE TEMPERATURES. Use a food thermometer to ensure foods 
reach the following safe internal temperatures.
Ground Beef, Pork or Lamb 
Ground Turkey or Chicken 
Fresh Cuts o f Beef, Pork or Lamb 
Fresh Cuts o f Poultry 
Seafood

155 “F 
165 °F
145 °F and let stand fo r 3 minutes 
165 °F 
145 °F

4. KEEP HOT FOODS HOT AND COLD FOODS COLD. Use chafing 
dishes and ice trays for serving. Keep you finger foods safe from flies 
and other pests, by serving in re-sealable containers w ith lids.

5. KEEP YOUR COOLER FULL. I t  w ill maintain a cold temperature 
longer than a ha lf fu ll cooler.

6. REMEMBER THE FOUR-HOUR RULE. Hot foods not held above 135 °F 
and cold foods above 41 °F should be discarded after four hours.

Join Garden City Hospital every month at Westland M all, fo r our 
wellness lecture series. A t 1 p.m. on the second Saturday of each month, 
a GCH Health Expert w ill provide helpful and in depth information on 
a variety o f issues that impact our health every day. The next lecture, 
“ Back to School Health 101: What Parents Need to Know” , is August 10. 

Do you have a health or medical question fo r one o f the GCH Health 
Experts? V isit GCH.org or call 877.717.WELL.



A n y t i m e ,  

a n y w h e r e .

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper
digital ads-6 6 %  took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%
of newspaper media users in an average month.
Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands. 
Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

w w w .n e w sp ap erm ed ia .c o m

Newspaper Association o f America



FORD PRESENTS

r m s u M M m

B  L O i

*  S m fW : *  FEATURING:
Lease a 2013 Ford Escape SE FWD

$2 0 9

Lease a 2013 Ford Fusion SE FWD
Foi 24 months for current 

f  A/Z plan lessees'
PEB MONTtt S'-141 Cash Due at SlBnlng

Lease a 2013 Ford Focus SE FWD

ST79

Lease a 2013 Ford Taurus SEL FWD
For 24 months tor current 

^  S  A/2 plan lessees1
PER MONTH Sl-268 Cash Due at Signing

or 19 city /  29 highway MPG

Lease a 2013 Ford Explorer XLT FWD

$289:
intm«oi17 city /  24 highway MPG

Lease a 2013 Ford F-150 Supercab XLT 4x4
For 24 months for current 

^  A/Z plan lessees’
PER MONTH SU92 Cash Due at Signing 

Security deposit wahred. Tares, title and license fees extra. 
EPÂstimated rating or 14 City /19 highway MPG‘

•  1.6L Ecoboost® 1-4 Engine
•  6-speed SelectShift® Automatic Transmission
•  AdvanceTrac™ with Roll Stability Control™

•  SiriusXM Satellite Radio with 6-Month Prepaid
Subscription •  SYNC® Voice-Activated 

Communications & Entertainment system3

•  2.5L Duratec® 1-4 Engine 
•  AdvanceTrac™ with Electronic Stability Control 

•  Audio Input Jack •  SiriusXM Satellite 
Radio with 6-Month Prepaid Subscription 
•  SYNC® With MyFord® Voice-Activated 
Communications & Entertainment System3

•  2.0L Ti-VCT Direct-lnjection 1-4 Engine
•  Exclusive MyKey® Owner Controls Feature

•  Dual-stage front airbags
•  SYNC® Voice-Activated Communications

& Entertainment System3

•  3.5L Ti-VCT V-6 Engine 
•  AdvanceTrac® with Electronic Stability Control 
•  Dual-Zone Electronic Automatic Temperature 

Control •  Perimeter Anti-Thett Alarm 
•  SYNC® With MyFord® Voice-Activated 

Communications & Entertainment System3

•  3.5L 24-valve DOHC Ti-VCT V-6 Engine
•  AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control™
•  Premium Audio System •  Heated Front Seats
•  Reverse Sensing System •  Rear View Camera

•  Sync® with MyFord Touch® 
Communications & Entertainment System3

•  5.0L Ti-VCT V-8 Engine 
•  AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control™

|« XLT Chrome Package •  18" Chrome-Clad Wheels 
•  Trailer Sway Control •  Rear View Camera 
•  SYNC® With MyFord® Voice-Activated 

Communications & Entertainment System3

Lease a 2013 Ford Edge SE FWD

$229

013 FORD C U g C

Southeast Michigan Ford Dealers NOW SHOWING

•  3.5 Ti-VCT V-6 Engine 
•  6-speed SelectShift® Automatic Transmission £

•  AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control™
•  Reverse Sensing System •  Audio Input Jack 
•  SYNC® Voice-Activated Communications

& Entertainment System3

TH fN K  I---------

FORD^
S F IR S T .c o m

M) Not all customets qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low-mileage lease (10.500 miles). Special lease rates are for eligible A/Z Plan lessees. Some payments higher; some lower. Residency 
restrictions apply Payments include S500 Renewal Bonus Cash, with the exception of Focus, for RCL/RCO customers who currently lease a Ford product and lease again through Ford Credit. 
Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 7/31/13. Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer for qualifications and complete details. (2) 2013 Escape SE FWD 1.6L EcoBoostW 1-4 engine EPA 
estimated rating of 23 city/33 hwy/26 combined MPG: 2013 Fusion SE FWD 2.5L Duratec 1-4 engine EPA estimated rating of 22 city/34 highway/26 combined MPG; 2013 Focus SE FWD 2.01 
Ti-VCT direct-iniection 1-4 engine EPA estimated rating of 26 city/36 hwy/30 combined MPG: 2013 Taurus SEL FWD 3.5L Ti-VCT V6 engine EPA estimated rating of 19 city/29 hwy/23 combined 
MPG 2013 Explorer XLT FWD 3.5L Ti-VCT V6 engine EPA estimated rating of 17 city/24 hwy/20 combined MPG: 2013 F-150 5.0L Ti-VCT V8 FFV engine EPA estimated rating of 14 city/19 
hwy/16 combined MPG: and 2013 Edge SE FWD 3.5L Ti- VCT V6 engine EPA estimated rating of 19 city/27 hwy/22 combined MPG. Actual mileages will vary. (3) Driving while distracted can 
result in loss of vehicle control Only use mobile phones and other devices, even with voice commands, when it is safe to do so.

f
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Six ways to minimize conflict with co-workers
Robert Half International

“The most important single 
ingredient in the formula o f suc
cess is knowing how to get along 
with people.”
-  Theodore Roosevelt

Looking for ways to win
over the boss? Here's an easy 
one: Play well with others. In 
a recent survey by Robert Half 
International, managers said 
they waste, on average, 18 
percent of their time trying to 
resolve staff personality con
flicts. That's more than seven 
hours a week, or nine weeks per 
year.

So, it's safe to say the boss 
wouldn't mind dealing with 
less discord. Beyond mak
ing your manager's life a little 
easier, honing your collabora
tion skills — and deftly dealing 
with conflict when it does arise
— will aid you throughout your 
career.

Consider these tips:

1. Don't assume the 
worst

Did a co-worker fail to get 
you a file on time with the 
specific intention of ruining 
your day? It's possible but not 
probable. It's much more likely 
poor planning, miscommunica- 
tion or an overloaded schedule 
caused the person to miss the 
deadline.

Start with the assumption 
that it's not personal. Giving 
the other person the benefit of 
the doubt will help you address 
the matter in neutral and ob
jective terms, rather than let
ting emotions dictate how the 
discussion goes.

2. Put yourself in  the 
other person's shoes

Paying attention to your col
leagues' work styles can help 
you collaborate with them more 
effectively. But in addition to 
learning about their commu
nication preferences and pet 
peeves, try to get a sense of the 
competing priorities and pres
sures they face. Just as others 
would probably cut you some 
slack if they knew the full range 
of responsibilities on your 
plate, you'll likely be more em- 
pathetic and tolerant when you 
better understand their roles.

3. S tart (and stay) on 
the  same page

Simple misunderstandings 
are often the source of sig
nificant tension. There are few 
statements more maddening to 
hear toward the end of a project 
than, "Wait, I  thought you were 
doing that."

Arrange a meeting at the 
outset of a group assignment 
to clarify who is responsible for 
what. Immediately afterward, 
follow up with an email recap
ping what was discussed. Con
tinuing to checkin periodically 
will also help you avoid last- 
minute scrambling and finger- 
pointing.

4. Accept people for 
who they are

Focusing on people's per
ceived shortcomings is a recipe 
for frustration and friction. If 
you're a perfectionist, you can 
easily find yourself annoyed by 
a less detail-oriented co-work- 
er. He may not cross every "t," 
but keep in mind that he brings 
other valuable skills to the ta
ble. For instance, he might be

adept at generating big-pic- 
ture ideas and selling them to 
management. When you work 
together, strive to make the 
collaboration more about com
plementing your respective 
strengths and less about your 
differences.

5. C riticize w ith  care
There's nothing wrong with 

respectful disagreements. In 
fact, going along with a bad 
idea just to keep the peace is 
in itself a bad idea. But always 
make sure your criticism is con
structive.

Watch both what you say 
and how you say it. A perfectly 
logical opposing viewpoint will 
lose its impact and fuel resent
ment if  it's delivered in the 
wrong way. Tactfully saying, 
"We might want to consider an
other approach for the follow
ing reasons..." will be met with 
less resistance than a brusque 
barb about how "that plan will

6. Nip problems in  the 
bud

When you lock horns with 
someone, take steps to resolve 
the situation quickly. Molehills 
can grow into mountains if you 
falsely assume things will blow 
over or wait for the other per
son to make the first move.

Once you've cooled down, re
quest a brief meeting to clear 
the air. Keep your comments 
professional and solution- 
oriented. If  being forgiving or 
apologetic will repair the rift, 
take the high road and move 
on. You don't have to be best 
friends; you just need to be 
able to work together in the

Finally, it would be naive to 
think you'll interact smoothly 
with every fellow employee. 
Difficult, rude and uncompro
mising people exist in every 
workplace. And despite your 
best efforts to work together 
harmoniously, problems may 
persist with a particular col

league. In these situations, you 
may have no choice but to reach 
out to your supervisor for ad
vice or assistance.

That being said, there are 
many co-worker quarrels that 
can be avoided or easily deflat
ed without managerial inter
vention. Don't underestimate 
the power of flexibility, diplo
macy and empathy.

Robert Half International is the 
world's first and largest special
ized staffing firm with a global 
network o f more than 350 offices 

worldwide. For more informa
tion about our professional ser
vices, visit www.roberthalf.com. 
For additional career advice, 
view our career bloopers video 
series at www.roberthalf.com/ 
dont-let-this-happen-to-you 
or follow us on Twitter at www. 
twitter, com/roberthalf.
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Observer &
Eccentric and
Hometown

Weeklies
Newspapers

The right 
candidate!
To learn more. 

Call 
800-579-7355

CHILD CARE 
TEACHER 

CAREER FAIR!

Join m July 18 from 
630pm4a0|Xint 

951 N. Canton Centw Rd. 
Exp preleireO. EOE Resums 

Call: 714-981-8463

CLEANERS, Full-nm

CUSTOMER SERVICE:

JbUno 734-738-4201, OS
DIRECT CARE STl 

(7341722-4380x9

• Mastor Electrician

viisy at Ganlen Cny ScMob

ATTENTION
OWNER

OPERATORS!!!
Cargo Van, Straight 

Truck & Tractor positions

Purchase Program tor 
Straight Trucks. Only $2,000

MVR. call 734-455-2811

a condition of employment

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC

offlcehpGyahoo.con

JOE'S PRODUCE 
GOURMET MARKET 

OPENINGS!!

• Assistant Dell Manager
• Closing Dell Supervisor
Send resume, salary history to:

Reach

Independent 
Contractors 

Needed

Plymouth/Canton Area 

Deliver The Observer Newspapers 
to homes 

in Western Wayne County.

P lease  ca ll
734-582-8690

Learn more 
about our 

caring programs, 
volunteer and 
employment 

opportunities. 

mm.angelahospice.org

734-464-7810

Reach even m ore p o te n t ia l em ployees  
w ith  an O&E R e c ru itm e n t Package!

For d e t a i l s  c a ll  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

ADUERililSIIUGl ACGOUNTr 
EXEGUililUE!

Observer & Eccentric Media specializes in community-based information on a variety of 
platforms -  print, web, mobile and video. O&E Media publishes 13 individually edited 
newspapers, a website and more than 75 special sections and specialty products annu
ally. The staff includes more than 40 journalists, 25 advertising account executives and 
other key support personnel in circulation and production. O&E Media - Because local 
matters. Come join our team.
Observer and Eccentric Media is looking for an Account Executive for the Birmingham, 
Ml Territory. This position will work out of the Sterling Heights, Ml location. 
RESPONSIBILITIES: This position is responsible for all sales and related activities to ad
vertisers within an assigned geographic territory. Will mainly be servicing businesses with 
the opportunity to sell into the Hometown Weeklies, Observer & Eccentric publications 
and DMP products. Primary responsibility is managing the territory to achieve sales quo
tas and developing new business. The Account Executive will develop strategies, make 
presentations to new and existing advertisers and be responsive to customer needs. Sales 
orders, reports and documentation are prepared for management's review. 
REQUIREMENTS: An Associate’s degree and two years of sales experience and/or equiva
lent. Bachelor’s degree preferred. Professional communication, presentation and organi
zational skills are required. Must be highly motivated, analytical, detail-oriented and able 
to work under deadline pressure. Proficiency using a personal computer is required. Use 
of personal vehicle, valid driver's license, state mandated auto insurance and good driving 
record are required.
Our Company
Gannett is a media and marketing solutions company with a diverse portfolio of broadcast, 
digital, mobile and publishing companies.
Gannett provides consumers easy access to the things that matter most to them -  any 
way and anywhere.
Gannett's portfolio of trusted brands helps business customers connect with these highly 
engaged audiences through its industry-leading marketing services, customized solutions 
and national-to-local-to-personal reach.
The company's 82 U.S. daily newspapers, including USA TODAY, reach 11.6 million read
ers every weekday and 12 million readers every Sunday, providing important news and 
information from their customers’ neighborhoods and around the globe. USA TODAY, the 
nation's No. 1 newspaper in print circulation, and USATODAY.com reach a combined 6.6 
million readers dally.
The Broadcasting Division's 23 TV stations reach 21 million households, covering 18.2 
percent of the U.S. population. Through its Captivate subsidiary, the Broadcasting Division 
delivers news, information and advertising to a highly desirable audience demographic on 
9,500 video screens located in elevators of office towers and select hotel lobbies in 
major cities across North America.
Newsquest Is one of the U.K.'s leading regional community news providers and its digital 
portfolio of newspaper and online-only brands attracts nearly 7,5 million unique users 
each month. It has a portfolio of 17 daily paid-for newspapers and more than 200 weekly 
newspapers, magazines and trade publications. Newsquest owns a successful online 
publisher called si, which is a leading recruitment site in Scotland 
Gannett is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to a policy of equal employ
ment opportunity for all persons.
Email resumes to: fcibor@hometownlife.com. Attn: Sales EEOC

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  
 ---------  M K D I A

jl
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| Help Wanted-Medical

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
OGtGYN practice. Exp.ooly.

MEDICAL
ASSISTANT

No holidays o< weekends

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Some evening wort required

I i

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

REAL ESTATE 
SALES 

OPPORTUNITY

REALTOR 
Real Estate One
CommSXo™
Rapidly EjparaBng

Commissions Right Away
•Own Voui Own Practice 
•Be Tout OwMtoss

•Bonus Programs •HealtlVlife/Dtsabillly/ 
Reurament

•Full Time Suppoit Stall

PAT RYAN, REALTOR 
PatRyan©

SCRUB
TECH

aas-oos-seao

J Food - Betrerage

Cook: LuncM>inner FT. 

9Comed Beet 734-6U-18a4S
•COOKS •WAITSTAFF

Apply In person: Starting Gale 
1 OS N. Center Si. Nonhvlile.

COOKw/EXP
Fc» assisted living ladllty. 
6121 Ulley. Canton. Ml Ibtwn Joy & Warren)

Great Pay & Benefits 

Line Cooks
Canton Applebees

Help Wented-Dental J
CHAIRSIOE/FRONT DESK
«ature Walled Lake

an shifts: Servers. Dishwashers 
Bartenders. Apply In person: 6600 Canton Center Rd.Help Wanted-Medical j

Computerized 
Tomography (CT) 

Technologist
Full time lot Rootal-AkenraH 
ENT and Sub-Specialty Is
sues. Candidale would won

teted In Computed Tomo- 

ence with EMR. Siemens CT

i1tirlteaimillc.com 
or fa* 330-491-1466

| Help Wanted-Domestic

COMPUTER HELP NEEOED- 

734-748-8218

| Posidon Wanted

CAREGIVER:
Seeking PT over night position

CAREGIVER -nurse with 32-

( Attorney 6 Legal Counsel

FRONT DESK RECEPTIONISTFor evenings, lull Ume Mon-Ftl.

DIVORCE 575.00
vnwr.CSRdBabillly.com

N e w s p a p e rHomes

parlmenls.(om.

[ Ukgfronl Property j

LAKE OGEMAW:

FARMINGTON HILLS

$560 . $350 S«um»-

BEUEVIILE CONDO:

DETROIT- Foul/ Evtigieei

WESTLAND
H ic k o ry
W oods
Apts.

NEWLY
UPDATED

IDSTMRWEDI

HcmsssaiwgalHKsQlluo 
Sbetamsawia w

SIS50/mo. 248-767-4076

Wia Mojitty. IEWI lU -ia r

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC M ORTGAGE MONITOR

MLS# 30 Yr. PIS. 15 Yr. Pts

1 SPMortgage (313)215-1766 ,3850. 4.125 0 3.125 0.25

1st Choice Mortgage Lending (734)459-0782 138560 4,25 0 3.25

Accurate Mortgage Solutions (800)593-1912 164511 4.25 0 3375 »

AFI Financial (877) 234-0600 243, 4.125 0 3.25 o

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. (248) 740-2323 127931 4.125 0 3.25

Clienl Services by Gold Star (800) 991-9922 3446 4,25 325

Co-op Services Credit Union (734)466-6113 408356 4.625 0.25 3.5 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bark (313)565-3100 399721 4.375 » 3.375 0
Fifth Third Bank (800) 792-8830 403245 4.5 0 3.5 0

Gold Star Mortgage (888) 293-3477 3446 3.125 0.375

Group One Mortgage (248)282-1602 107718 4.5 0 3.625 0

Mortgages by Gold Star (888)293-3477 3446 . 3 0.75

Above Information available as of 7/3/13 and sub|ec 
$200,000 loan wilh 20% down & credit score ol 740 
calculation & most current rates available Fridays aft 
Key lo “Other- column - J= Jumbo, A .  Arm, V - VA 
Is }  All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.Le 
© 2013 Residential Mortgage Consultants, In

Iders lo participate call (734) 922-3032 
c., All Rights Reserved

Now is the best time 
to buy a new car

www.homelowrilite.com

st of all, credit is available.
Look to your local dealer to find a high quality, 
fuel efficient vehicle. Your dealer knows your market 
and can help you get financing to meet your needs. 
If you need a car, now Is the time.

Visit your local dealership or cars.com 
to find a car today.

Challenging fu n  fo r  ALL ages

PUZZLE CORNER11_____

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 Goose egg 
5 Cowhide 

puncher 8 Flee hastily11 Cobra toxin12 Retiring
13 Ms. Lupino of 

"High Sierra"
14 Site of the 

Taj Mahal
15 Rhine nymph
17 Ancient Tokyo
18 Swayed as if 

dizzy20 Hewn
22 Unisex wear
23 Bear 

constellation
27 Tombstone 

deputy
29 Clean the pots
30 Pair
33 Like meringue
34 Courtroom

35 Kind of tape
36 Park feature

37 Be off base
38 Proficiency
42 Falters
45 Turn sharply
46 Cooked with 

dry heat
49 “Star Trek" 

lieutenant
51 Deep Blue 

computer 
company

52 Joule fraction
53 Ate
54 Quick swim
55 PBS “Science 

Guy”
56 Dangerous 

March dates

1 “The Prisoner 
of —■”2 Finance

3 King, to 
monsieur

4 Gen. Bradley
5 Dozing6 Undivided

A n s w e r to  P re v io u s  Puzz le

SHE] K3E3B [MDBB 
HCISD E3DE3 ©D3E3D
QHHra s u q b h q g q s  

HHnSEIH OHI1H0 
[•HUB BBS raEsmam bbbbeskid) 

DC9K9 0E]@ BBQ  
E o e a s M H E ie j  b s s s b  

HEH Blim  _  
□EBDB0 BDBOBB 
HEBBBIlljHIl HHHElo iio n  BiD0  mmaa
□BBB 1300 000

comics
9 Lime cooler10 Ms. Zetterling11 Competes for

16 School 
19 Raison d' — 21 Brother’s sons
24 Compost
25 Bring action
26 Comic-strip 

prince

Pacino
29 Dry, as 

champagne
30 Fold-up bed
31 Dory's need
32 Pass near 

Pikes Peak
33 Laird's accent 
35 Deepen, as a

37 Not just some
39 Sky-colored
40 Colts' fathers
41 By Jove!
43 Two fives

48 DJ gear

44 Muslim mystic
46 Eliminate
47 Teahouse

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books 

at QuillDrtverBooks.com

S L X D O K U
7 9 6 8 1
6 9

2 1 4 7 3
1 8 9 4 5 2

3
5 7 8 1
2 5 9 1

8 7
1 2 6

Like puzzles? 
Then you 'll love 
sudoku. This 
m ind-bending 
puzzle w ill have 
you hooked from 
the m om ent you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to  the  test!

.I: Begim
H ere’s H ow  It W orks:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a  9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num bers 1 through 9  m ust fill each 
row, colum n and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
colum n and box. You can figure out the order in which the num bers w ill 
appear by using the numeric c lues already provided in the boxes. The 
more num bers you name, the easier it gets to  solve the puzzle!

BARBECUE WORD SEARCH WORDS

C R I S P Y U A R A D R E G R U ' B N A H  
T P N E H C T I K L D I S H W M U H N H  
E P A R C S F C K D K E N R E T F P Y J

BARBECUE KABOB 
BASTE KITCHEN 
BINS MARINADE 
BURNT MEATS

H S H L R I W G G G J B L I B R C L M H
P E E G R E T N N R I G P I N O U B H Y
E H A L U S T I A G I C W E C G B C D K
R A T B B U A R T P S L I J Y I P A E K
A R S F Y A G F U B O Y L S T T O I K S
T I K Y T Y T N E F A U P I U R T U L D

COVER MUSIC 
CRISPY PARTY 
DELICIOUS POPPING 
DINING POULTRY 
ENTERTAINING SAFETY 
FIRE SCRAPE 
FLIP SECURE 
FRANKFURTER SMOKE

R A U H A I A R G P Y N B T P G M W A G
E D Y G W T U E A E P Y A E R A K G V U
R E V O C L W J H P V O R R C Y T L B J
Y R O K C I H R R A R J P G F U J U J B
O F K Y G N I N I A T R E T N E E V L A
E T S A B B W U T B U R N T O U V H Y A

HAMBURGER TEMPERATURE 
HEAT TIMING 
HICKORY VEGETABLES 
HUNGRY MATCH

W S N U B Y D L F B E F G U V S H Y H N 
N E K G N I H I T U N L C U W A T C H W

Find Ike wordi hidden vertically, horizonlolly & diagonally throughout ihe puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HI



' Ir's Raiwnc Diais! 

Own 01 Lease
s575 Or Less

| BulMng Raixxttlng j

Belleville 
PARK ESTATES
Beautiful Completely 

Remodeled

Double-wides & 
Slngle-wldes for 

option 
734-481-3321

[.UlSSIFIEllS WDRKI
B00-579-7355
m-nROHnMiirtam

RfCTllf THIS 
MWSPAPIR

SUNRISE
B U ILD IN G
l^GROUPv

7 34 -4 2 5 -0 0 U 0

Business Over 29
Great Quality at a Great Pricel

REA & SON CEMENT CO. 
28726 Plymouth Rd

Garages • Siding 
Additions • Dorm  

• Cement workDriveways, garage floors, 
porches, awnings, railings, 

brick work A ll Hom e  
Im provem ents!

734-425-0000
Call todav fo r  a 
Fre

DD
DO! |00| IDO] [Op

onally Inst
J u ly  B lo w o u t  S a le ! 
Call for details 248-541-7746

We also build garages
734 -425 -7966

Call today for a Free Estimate!

THE END IS NEAR!
THE END OF THE $1000 

OFFER FROM A jR  HOMES
We want YOU to decide... 

a$1000

or 3
$1000 VISA gift caid*

Homes from 
$11,900 to 
$49,900

10 Place An Ad Call 1'800'579-SELL

POOL, EMIwf Williams,

Upright Plain Plano

CAMION: MOVING SALE

IE SALE/BAHNI

UBPontlac Trail,

9am. 43575 West 6 Mile Rd.

Bally & Children Items

AMERICAN GIRL DOLLS (2
bocto. AMERICAN GIRL DOU 
1URE S400.1734) 673-6420

S200.248-473-3962

riASSIFIEDSWORKI
1-800-579-7355

[ Pools Spas a Hot Tubs 1

AWESOME FIREWORKS

nomeiownine.com

V
KITTENS, fixed, gray tabby.

Observer aEatxiwi

NEWSPAPER
POLICY

41304 Concept Drive, 
Plymouth, Ml 48170

Our sales representatives

INCORRECT INSERTION.

advertisement is c

ZTederaJ FaiVHaoir̂

letter 8 spirit of U.S. 
policy for the achievement 

of equal housing

the fust day of publication.

 ̂Y o u r  W e e k l y  G u id e  To  A p a r t m e n t  L iv in g

PARKVIEW TOWER
1601 Robert Bradby Dr. 

Detroit, MI 48207 
A Community Designed for Adults 62&Bettet 
Rent Based on Income -18? Bdrm Apartment

Hurry. Availability limited!
Open Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pit

313-259-6862
ttd 1-800-567-5857 

^  Immediate Occupancy v

T h o m p s o n  T o w e r  
^  A p a r t m e n t s

or disabled persons.
1 & 2 bedroom apartments - all utilities included.

Our features include • Spacious floor plans
• I lull, -UJ rrvl laundry ro-.m. • Laq;, (.unmur.it. 

Room w/ Activities • Controlled Buildinp Access
• Spacious Landscaped Grounds • Daily Community 
Transportation Services Available • Monthly Health

Fairs and seminats • On-site laundry facilities 
For more details, call

(313) 565-3022 
(800) 567-5857 TDD
Honrs: Monday • Friday 8am - 5pm

Or visit us at: 27727 Michigan Ave, Inkster 
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY -

Thomas F. Taylor 
Towers

Now Accepting Applications 
Senior Citizen Residence 

62 & Older.
1 & 2 Bedroom |

36500 Marquette* Westland, MI 48185 
(734) 326-0700

S Equal Housing Opportunit;

^ C a l l T o d a y  F o r  A  G r e a t  R a t e . . . 1 " 8 0 0 " 5 7 9 ~ 7 3 5 5

Ifyourelootofp



Car R epo rt Advertising Feature

Mercedes-Benz, BMW Keep Jockeying fo r Lead in U.S. Luxury Sales

By Dale Buss

Don't peek at that 
blind spot now, Mer
cedes-Benz, but BMW is 
playing a serious game 
of catch-up in the con
tinuously entertaining 
battle between German 
brands for US luxury- 
auto sales supremacy.

BMW has placed No. 1 for each of the 
last two years after supplanting Lexus, 
but Mercedes-Benz has held a slim lead 
so far in 2013. Brand executives pretend 
i t  doesn't really matter which of them can 
claim the unofficial title  of best-selling 
premium-car brand in America each year, 
but their actions every month belie their 
true sentiments.

In June, for example, BMW offered 
some aggressive deals to narrow Mer
cedes-Benz's lead to just 1,519 vehicles 
for the year. Overall BMW deliveries last 
month rose by 25 percent over a year 
earlier while Mercedes reported just a 
10 percent gain. Through May, BMW had 
trailed Mercedes by 4,178 vehicles.

Mercedes sales through June in the US 
gained 10 percent to push 142,000 while 
BMW deliveries rose by 11 percent over 
the period to' more than 140,000. Lexus 
now badly trails both, at just 118,000 ve
hicles for the year through June.

Last month, BMW's weapon of choice 
was to boost its 3 Series lower-end se
dan, selling 63 percent more of them than 
in June 2012. Promotions got 3 Series 
customers into the car for leases as inex
pensive as the low $300s per month, Alec 
Gutierrez, a Kelley Blue Book analyst, 
to ld Automotive News Europe. Even the

loaded 335 version can be had for $400 
a month. "That's a lot of car for $400 a 
month,”  Gutierrez to ld the magazine.

"There is nothing like an abundance of 
new and popular models to drive sales," 
said Ludwig Willisch, President and CEO, 
BMW of North America. "We started this 
year with confidence and optimism; the 
sales results have verified our viewpoint 
and we are very much looking forward to 
the second half with more new models on 
the way including the new X5."

Of course, Mercedes-Benz also has 
used special deals to gain the edge i t  has 
enjoyed so far this year in the US market. 
Both brands also continue to broaden 
their product lineups and moderate pric
es overall, Gutierrez pointed out. And 
Mercedes hasn't even yet made available 
its much-ballyhooed, entry-level CLA se
dan that is due out this fall.

For Mercedes-Benz, June marked the 
best second-quarter finish in the com
pany's history and the sixth consecutive 
month of best-ever sales for 2013.

"We're on record pace through June hit
ting the highest first-half sales in our 48- 
year history and we're not slowing down," 
said Steve Cannon, president and CEO of 
MBUSA. "Consumer confidence is on the 
rise, our product portfolio is expanding

a big promotional push behind its 3 Series sedan in June.
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from top to bottom, and our dealer rela
tions are at an all-time high. This is a set 
of ingredients that w ill allow us to really 
accelerate our market momentum into 
another banner year."

Impressive gains were made in both the 
Mercedes-Benz passenger car and light- 
truck categories. Volume leaders for the 
month were the C-, E- and M-Class model 
lines. The sporty C-Class—the current 
gateway to the brand for younger and 
first-time Mercedes-Benz buyers—took 
the top spot at 7,639 units, up 17.4 per- 
centfrom June 2012.

Expect the jockeying to continue and 
even to intensify through the rest of the 
year, especially with the margin between 
the two brands narrowing again.

But meanwhile, the other German lux
ury brand in the US market is indicating 
that i t  is not playing ball with BMW and 
Mercedes-Benz—at least not in terms 
of sales volume. Audi sales in June were 
nearly 14,000 units, the brand's second- 
best month ever in the US market. But 
Audi sales for the year to date through

June still totaled only about 74,000 
units, or little  more than half of the level 
of BMW or Mercedes.

Yet Audi of America executives profess 
huge advantages for their brand in how 
Audi is growing volume significantly in 
the US without yet pushing into the first 
volume tier in the market—unlike its 
standing globally, where Audi is in a tight 
race with BMW for the luxury-sales lead.

"While the competition w ill continue 
to be focused on discount and sell-down 
messages," Matt Carpenter, general man
ager of vehicle sales for Audi of America, 
said on the company blog, "we'll be talk
ing about new models—and, particu
larly, about diesels," which Audi w ill be 
expanding significantly over the rest of 
the year with introduction of new clean- 
diesel versions of several core models.

BMW and Mercedes "sell-down pro
grams need to be more aggressive than 
ours," Carpenter said, "and their mes
saging in the market has had to empha
size price rather than product and value 
propositions."
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It's  garage sale season!
Now is the time to clean out those closets, basements 

and garages and turn your old items into new cash!
Place your garage sale ad with Observer & Eccentric M w ijaN A  a  

to reach thousands of local bargain hunters^ntg-  
YOU'LL receive some FREE items too!-^— - '

OUR GARAGE SALE KIT 
INCLUDES:

• Signs
• Price Stickers
• TWo pages of ideas 

and advice (or having a 
great garage sale

• One pass tor two 
tickets to Emagine 
Theatres

• Coupon tor a tree 
4-square Buddy's Pizza

• Buddy's Pizza iood 
discount card

• Ad placed online at 
hometownllie.com with 
■Map It" feature

BONUS OFFER...
• Place your ad online at
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