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Mother’s Day

In parenting lore,
mothers and fathers are
frequently heard telling
their children, “Wait ‘til
you have children one
day!” And then those
children inevitably find
themselves channeling
their own parents once
they have children of
their own.

* So here's what the
Canton Observer wants
to know in advance of
Mother’s Day: What
rules, sayings, advice or
other parenting meth-
ods do you channel from
things your own mother
said to you when you
were a kid? Whether it
was “Do as | say, not as

I do” or “Wait ‘il your
father gets homel!” we'd
like to hear about it.

Email your examples
to Canton Observer
editor Brad Kadrich at
bkadrich@hometown-
life.com for a story that
will appear on Mother’s
Day. Include a JPEG
photo of you and/or
your mom, if you'd
like (just make sure to
identify the folks in the
photo). We'll use as
many of the examples
and photos as we can.

Deadline is Tuesday,
May 7.

Saturday
in the Park

The No. 1 concern of
skaters, cyclists, runners
and walkers is motor ve-
hicle traffic, and Wayne
County Parks has a solu-
tion with the Saturday
in the Park program.

Saturday in the Park
gives visitors an op-
portunity to do their
favorite activities in a

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Wiiter

Holding his 5-week-old
daughter, Somi, Harry Weav-
er I watched all the volun-
teersworking around his house
Saturday, doing work he can

| no longer do, and was able to

smile.

He couldn’t help, because a
thief’s bullet had left him para-
lyzed from the waist down in a

September shooting in Detroit. -

But Weaver, shot after leavmg
ameeting Where he was ironi-
call; i

on a six-mile stretch of
Hines Drive from Ann
Arbor Trail to Outer
Drive, from 9 am. to
3:30 p.m. each Saturday,
May 4 through

Parking is avallable at
Hines Park-Warrendale
Area (Warren Road,
east of Telegraph) and
Hines Park-Nankin Mills
Picnic Area (Hines Drive
and Ann Arbor Trail).

For more informa-
tion, call (734) 261-1990
or visit www.parks.

to help people,
could appreciate the effort.

“‘One thing that has been
amazing is the outpouring
of help from total strangers
like this army of people doing
this for us,” said Weaver, who
recently moved to Canton with
his wife, Dawn, and their young
son, Harry IV.

Weaver was talkmg about
the “army” of volunteers from
Christmas in Action, the Can-
ton effort to help families who,
for whatever reason (disabili-
ty, financial, etc.) need the help
Dawn Weaver read about it in
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not long after the
farmly moved to Canton.

But the effort has been going
on for years. In its nine years,
Christmas in Action has worked

Volunteer Bernie Wilson trims bushes as part of Saturday’s Christmas in Action effort, which performs va
ous services at the homes of disabled and needy families around Canton.

Christmas comes early

Volunteers spread help among local families

spots in the yard.

on 95 homes, mcludmg the nine
it did this ye

Help matters

The army of volunteers —
skilled and non-skilled trades-
men, local companies and local
handymen — provide a number
of services, including roofing,
asphalt paying, siding, carpet-
ing and painting. The effort is
organized by Jim stek‘ aself-

Tia Kline, of Westland, and Nicole Logsdon, of Farmington, fill in low:

BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

from the president of the Oak-
land County chapter.

“He told me it was something
Thad to start over here,” Cis-
ek said. “It’'s my way of giving
back. This is something I know
how to do. I think if we all help
alittle, it matters.”

It's why 24-year-old Nathan
Tardiff was out there SaturdayA

“Helping people out is the
whole point,” said Tardiff, a

with expe-
rience in the building business
who also consults for a compa-
ny that owns 11 nursing homes.
Cisek said he learned about
Christmas in Action years ago

Please see CHRISTMAS, A3
-

“part of the
Geek Squad” working for Best
Buy. “I have no problem help-
ing other people.”

Canton
man
killed in
Afghan

crash

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Wrter

Friends and neighbors were
understandably shocked and sad-
dened to find out Canton resident

inku Summan was among the
seven people killed Monday when
a cargo plane crashed after tak-
ing off from Bagram Air Field in
Afghanistan, and were remem-
bering Summan as a devoted fam-
ily man and a good friend.

Six people from Michigan were
on the plane, which was carrying
vehicles and general cargo from
Afghanistan to Dubai, when it
crashed just after takeoff about 7
am.EDT.

Summan, a first officer on the
plane, lived in Canton with his
wife Rajnit and their son Adarsh.

DiAnn Dixon, who lives next
door with her husband Michael,
remembered Rinku for his devo-
tion to his family. She said when
Summan would leave on trips,
his son would frequently ask his
mother “When is Daddy coming
back?”

“(Summan) and his son were

ry close,” Dixon, who said
her husband helped Summan
build the playscape that adorns
the Summans' back yard, said
Wednesday. “I'm still numb about
it. It's unfortunate that it hap-
pened and (Summan) will be

sed.”

Officials for National Airlines
provided no further information
about those killed in the crash.
The company, now operating in
Orlando, was previously locat-
ed at Willow Run Airport in Ypsi-

lan

"Safery is always our mp pri-
ority at National Airlines,” Glen
Joerger, pres:dem of Nation-
al Airlines, said in a release on
the company’s website. “This is
a devastating loss for our fami-
ly, and we'll work diligently with
authorities to find the cause. Most
importantly, our thoughts and
prayers are with our crew mem-
bers and their families.”

Summan’s wife Rajnit couldn’t
be reached for comment. She

Please see CRASH, A2

Robotics

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Writer

It took four months of plan-
ning, vacation time spent at
school building a robot and exe-
cuting a game plan, and a top-

20 finish at the state competi-
tion to do it, but Plymouth-Can-
ton’s Team 862 Lightning Robot-
ics team qualified for the world
championships in St. Louis.

And, last weekend, the 100-plus

team among the world’s best

members of Lightning 862 made
the most of it, turning in a top- _
three finish among the 400 or so
teams who qualified for the tour-
nament.

“We had one of the most consis-
tent robots ... It did what we want-
ed it to do almost 100 percent of
the time,” said Jay Obsniuk, the
robotics adviser. “We had a chain
break, but it was a simple fix. It's
been consistency, find something
you can do and do it right.”

& Used
Loans

More than 10,000 students
from around the world trav-
eled to St. Louis for the annual
FIRST (For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technol-
ogy) Championship, held at the
Edward Jones Dome.

The three-day event came
down to a heart-| pmmdmg con-
clusion Saturday night in front of
aroaring crowd of 25,000 when
three teams from Mississauga,
Ontario, Canada; The Woodlands,

Texas; and Toronto, Ontario, Can-
ada, won the coveted FIRST
Robotics Competition Champion-
ship Winning Alliance.

“You're sitting there in front
of 30,000 people, you've got all
these CEOs from major com-
panies coming up and asking
us questions about the robot,”
Obsniuk said. “It was like being
at the Super Bowl.”

Please see ROBOTICS, A2
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Lightning Robotics 862 team members Ryan Lewis, Rebekka Neumann, Julian Gabriel and
Charlie Fug designed a dimbing mechanism for a robot during a practice session prior to

the state competition.

ROBOTICS

ticipated in the champion-
ship events. Several oth-

final match by only “S or
7 points, something like

LOCAL NEWS
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Take-back plan nets
97 pounds of drugs

By Brad Kadrich
and Darrell Clem
staff Wiiters

and law-enforcement
agencies across the nation
helped the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administra-

When it comes to keep- tion dispose of potentially
ingresi the drugs.
abuse of prescription drugs, Residents were allowed
Canton Police officials to discard their drugs by
know every little bit helps. placing them in a drop
And Saturday’s prescrip-  box set up in the police
tion drug give-back pro- station lobby.
gram, which gave local res- “It makes for a safe and
idents a chance to discard effective way for peo-

1gs — with no questions
asked — helped alot.

ple to dispose of their
unwanted and unneeded

es. Studies show a major-
ity of abused prescription
drugs are obtained from
family and friends.

More than six million
Americans abuse pre-
scription drugs, accord-
ing to a 2011 study by
the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services
Administration’s National
Survey on Drug Use and
Health. The same study
revealed more than 70
percent of people abusing

Continued from page A1 er U.S. and internation- that,” but the near-miss The program netted some  prescription drugs,” Dep-  prescription pain reliev-
al FIRST student robotics  did nothing to abate the 97 pounds worth of discard-  uty Police Chief Robert ers got them from fami-
In this year’s game, Ulti-  teams earned honors for ids’ i ed iption ds Kerr said Friday. ly, friends and the home
mate Ascent, two allianc-  design excellence, com- “We were definite- “Twould call that a suc- The national drug give-  medicine cabinet.
es made up of three teams  petitive play, research, ly in shock sitting there cess,” said Bob Kerr, Can- back initiative provides a Canton and other com-
each try to score as many  business plans, web- in the final four,” Obsni- ton’s Deputy Police Chief. unified, national effort to  munities also have had inci-
flying discs into their site design, teamwork, uk said. “Butit'snot even  “Anytime we can help keep prescription drugs dents of pharmacy break-
goals as possible during and partnerships. A not- the least bit discourag- the public dispose of that out of the wrong hands ins by suspects stealing
the two-minute and 15- for-profit organization ing. Some teams go every  amount of prescription and to reduce the poten- prescription drugs.
second match. This year, founded in 1989 by inven-  year, but the majority of  drugsisabenefittothe tial they could be abused Last September, dur-
2,546 FRC teams in 17 tor Dean Kamen, FIRST teams never get there. To  community andreducesthe  or sold on the street. The  ing the last drug give-back
countries participated in inspires young people’s get as far as we gotis just  riskof misuse of the drugs,  DEA will dispose of the program, the DEA collect-
77 Regional and District interest and participation ~ amazing.” especially by those who 1 ed 488,395 pound:
competitions. in science and technology. were not the intended user.” Local and national 244 tons — of prescription
In all, more than 10,000 Obsniuk said Team 862 bkadrich@hometownlife.com It was partof aprogram  authorities say prescrip-  medications that residents
students, ages 6-18, par- missed competing in the (313)222:8899 in which Canton police tion drug abuse ratesare  took to local and state law-
alarmingly high across enforcement agencies at
the nation, leading to 5,263 locations. No total |
addiction and acci has yet been released from
us for family fi p ga!‘g X poisonings and overdos:- Saturday’s give-back.
Dt TS FREE? .° -
2013 SUMMER CAMP PREVIEW /057 CRASH day.
C R I M B 0 L I Bring your friends and family for Y m]ldhim tobe safe,”
an afternoon sample of Camp i she told AP
TREE & LAN pl p Continued from page A1
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* LARGE TREES

¢ RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPING
Sod - Shrubs - Trees - Stone

¢ BRICK PATIOS

* IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

* FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE
* HARD-GOOD DELIVERIES

* FREE ESTIMATES

734-495-1700

AT-0E08707625

Copneconic’s exci

Sunday,

2pm-~-5pm

Siqn up online, and you'll be

entered to win exciting camp
sweepstakes and gear.

g summer,
programming. Staff will be on b

to answer all your questions and
guide you through an afternoon of
activities that you can choose from.

May 5
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10407 NORTH FENTON RD,, FENTON

810-629-9622

told the Associated Press  Gannett News Service con-

Summan had worked 2% tributed to this story.

years for National Air

(Cargo. She said she’d last bkadrich@hometownlife.com

spoken to Rinku on Sun- (313) 2228899
CORRECTION

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley was misquoted in
a story in Sunday’s Observer about her visit to Livo-
nia. The story should have said Haley would contin-
ue to oppose the expansion of Medicaid offered under
the Affordable Care Act, not that she would oppose the
expansion of Medicare. Medicaid is an insurance pro-
gram for low-income people, while Medicare is the
insurance program for people over age 65.

Sterling silver charms from $25

fyzeu’eum at /4 Lndora @//»70 V227

Goleden ggt%//ﬁi

Jew

elers

Complimentary Bracelet Cleaning
33300 W. 6 Mile Road

Livonia, MI 48152
734.525.4555
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CHRISTMAS

wasn't for bad luck, we
wouldn't have any luck

Continued from page A1 atall,” Joe Matalavage
recalled. “Then we got
It’s help for which Joe the phone call, and it was

and Debbie Matalavage

wonderful.”

were grateful. The Can- Among the work being
ton residents are both done for the Matalavag-
disabled, and Joe is fac- es was some carpeting.
ing surgery. Living on a replacement and a new
fixed i income, as well, the fence. And among those
Christmas in Action vol- doing the work was Home
unteers were doing work  Depot store manager
they wouldn’t have been Howard Campbell.
able to do otherwise. “It’s one of the big-
gest events we do in this
‘It was wonderful’ area,” Campbell, who
And they weren't sure manages the Ford Road
they were going to getit.  store, said of Christ-
After applying, the Mata-  mas in Action. “It gives
lavages hadn’t heard any-  back to the community.
thing back for some time It helps people who can't
and figured they were out  help themselves. It's one
of the loop. of our core values.”
‘Then came the phone

“We figured, ‘If it

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 2228899

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Bailey Durham, of Novi, stains deck boards. Behind her,
Katie Parriet, of Redford, and Michael Broccardo, of Canton.

A section of fence is ready for placement. Ernie Silves-
ter, Brian Finnigan and Dave Camp, all of Canton, do the

heavy lifting.

* Highly Compe
% 24 Hour Professional Staf

™" Full Assistanee with
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in & Small Here:

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
lemecoverlng & Alzheimer's residents
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like Setting |
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Nate Haase, of Westland, dumps a load of sand. In back-
ground, Bailey Durham, of Novi. Both are volunteers from
BestBuy.

Join Saint Joseph Mercy Health System,
Canton Leisure Services and IHA for a
FREE fun-filled day packed with healthy
activities, demonstrations and screenings.

Saturday, May 4, 2013 - Canton

*® 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

# On-Call Nurse Practitioner

* Medication Management

* Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
 Beauty & Barber Shop

% Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

10 a.m.- 1 p.m. | 1600 S. Canton Center Road

8121 Lilley Road.
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

= Health Screenings
Skin Cancer | Blood Pressure | BMI

= Yoga with Lila Lazarus, Health Reporter
10-11 a.m. | Family Yoga
11:15-12:15 p.m. | Slow Flo (Better Backs) Yoga

= Discover the Health Exploration Station
= Take a “Healthy Hearts 101" class
= Visit the Digital Fingerprint Station
= Bring your favorite stutfed animal to the Teddy Bear Clinic
= Radio Disney AM 910 Road Crew with music, games and prizes

= Kids Mini Fitness Checks with IHA Pediatricians
and Family Medicine Physicians

The Italian-American Banquet Center of Livonia
39200 W. Five Mile Road » (Between Newburgh and Haggerty Roads)
Livonia, Michigan 48154.

Enter for @ ehanee fe win an iPad minl, Detroll Tigers Tiekets,

Eggs, Sausage, Baclon, French Toast Wﬂh Adults 3:monih passes fo the Summit and mere!

Gemelli witl &lm&o Sauce

Farfalle Primavera C"‘”’;{'ai'u yrs For more information, call 734-712-7207
Oven Roasted Potatoes
Chef CutVegetables
Chicken Breast Piccata

Meat Balls Marinara
Baked Tilapia with Lemon butter Sauce
Peel and Eat Shnm Cncktall

N Served v
Steip Loin Served with oo anian
Sauce and Au Jus

ids S
Chicken Nuggeks RrdEaes

Assorted Dessert Table
Coffee, Tea, Soda, Ice Tea
Reservations must be paid in advance
TABLES OF 10~12 Xm‘\lLABLE
Deadline May 8, 1] 0 reservations at ook
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Retail fraud

Canton Police were dispatched Mon-,
day to the Ford Road Walmart regard-
ing an embezzlement case.

The suspect, a maintenance worker
for Walmart, was in the loss prevention
office when officers arrived, according
to police reports, but the case actually
extends back to February, according to
the report.

On March 18, the store’s loss prev
tion officer noticed a suspicious r
ter transaction. After initiating an inter-
nal investigation, he learned:

» On Feb. 3, the suspect bought a Red
Bull drink, a cell phone case and some
body wash. However, the cashier void-
ed the Red Bull and the cell phone case,
and the suspect paid only for the body
wash. The loss from that transaction
was $41.61, according to the report.

« On March 14, the suspect bought a
pack of cigarettes. But the cashier (a
different one, this time) voided that
sale, rang up a Red Bull and handed
both items to the suspect. The loss from
that transaction was $8.11.

» On March 15, the suspect paid for a
bottle of pop, but the cashier rang up,
and then voided, a bag of chips and a
Philly Cheesesteak sandwich, and gave
all the items to the suspect. The loss was

.50.
s On March 15, the suspect bought a

CANTON CRIME WATCH

pack of cigarettes and a cigar, but the
cashier voided the cigarettes and hand-
ed both items to the suspect.

The two cashiers involved in these
transactions were fired, Following the
internal investigation and interrogation
of the maintenance worker he, too, was
fired and cited by police.

Stolen merchandise

On Monday, Canton Police were called
to the Michigan Avenue Walmart after
loss prevention officials saw two males
had stolen a wallet and a knife.

Upon arrival, according to the police
report, officers were told the two males
had left the store and were in the park-
ing lot. The officer found them, and
stopped them both without incident, in
the parking lot.

The loss prevention officer told police
the suspects were seen in the sport-
ing goods department, where one of the
men was seen stashing a wallet in his
jacket. They also picked up a knife, and
the second suspect — with Suspect #1
concealing him — tore open the pack-
aging and put the knife into his pants
pocket.

The police officer observed the wallet
in the suspect’s jacket pocket, whereup-
on the suspect admitted taking it.

The second suspect was searched, but
no knife was found. When questioned

further, the suspect told police he'd dis-

Police found the knife underneath
their squad car.

Pot possession

Officers investigating complaints of
someone ringing doorbells in the area
of Inverrary and Gladstar Sunday hap-
pened upon two people sitting in a
parked car on the street.

‘When they stopped to talk to the two,
officers noted a strong smell of mari-
juana coming from the car, according
to the police report. Upon further ques-
tmmng, the pair admitted they'd been
sitting in the car smoking marijuana
and having an argument.

Both were arrested for possession of
marijuana.

Vehicle theft

A Canton man told police he woke up
Monday morning to discover his 2011
black Ford Fusion mlssmg from the
handicap parking space in front of his
Foxthorn residence.

The victim said he remembered lock-
ing the doors to the car. He showed both
his own set and a spare set of keys to
the car to police. He said he found a gas
can that didn't belong to him outside
the door to the apartment. There was
no broken glass around where the car

had been parked, and no sign of forced
entry to the apartment.

According to the report, the victim's
15-year-old grandson had “seemed ner-
vous” while they were talking to the
victim. The grandson eventually admit-
ted to police that he had taken the
car to meet up with a friend and the
friend’s girlfriend. He told police they
drove around and eventually ran out of

gas.

The boy told police he left the car
where it was and walked back to his
grandfather’s residence. The car was
later found by the victim's daughter.

Bad exchange

Witnesses told police a black male
made off with $200 after he convinced a
cashier to hand over two separate $100
bills at the Hobby Lobby on Ford Road.

According to a police report, the man
paid cash for a $20 chess set, then asked
the cashier if he could exchange five
$20 bills for a $100 bill. After the swap,
he turned away momentarily, then
turned back and told the clerk she'd
only given him a $10 bill. She handed
him another $100 bill.

At the end of her shift, the cashier’s
register was $200 short.

Security video tapes show the suspect
wearing a black jacket, black jeans,
shoes and a black stocking cap.

Police note fraud
reports

Police in Plymouth Town-
ship received several reports.
recently of township resi-
dents falling victim to identi-
ty theft-related fraud or fraud
attempts.

Recent reported frauds and
fraud attempts include:

= A report filed April 18 by
a township woman who said
she had received an e-mail
notice from DTE Energy that
it had not received her pay-
ment of $1,035.89. The wom-
an’s Social Security number
and an address in Detroit were
attached to the notice; the wom-

PLYMOUTH CRIME WATCH

an contacted DTE, which is
investigating the situation.

‘Two days later, the woman
told police she had received a
second notice saying her DTE
account at the Detroit address
was overdue. The woman told
police she had never had an
account at that address.

= A report filed April 19 by
a township man who had tried
to file his taxes online in Janu-
ary and was told his return was
already being processed.

Thinking the problem was
with his computer, the man
mailed in a paper return, only
to be told later by the IRS that
the return was already being
processed, he said.

= A complaint filed April 16
by a township man who said
he had learned someone had
tried to open three credit card
accounts in his name. The man
told police he had not lost any
identifying documents.

Larceny from vehicles

» Three batteries were
reported stolen April 25 from
a heavy-duty truck parked at
a storage lot on Haggerty near
Schoolcraft Road.

The owner told police the bat-
teries were in the dump truck
on the afternoon of April 22,
but gone when he returned to
the lot on April 25.

+ Medications, a cellular

phone and $247 cash were
reported stolen from a car
belonging to a Canton Township.
woman while it was parked at
the Speedway gas station at
Five Mile and Sheldon Road on
the night of April 11.

‘The woman told police
she had left the Ford Fusion
unlocked for about an hour,
with the items in her purse,
which was also stolen.

Failure to deliver

"The man told police the pack-
age appeared to have been
cut open and retaped after the
phone was removed.

Vandalism

Two tires on a Ford Escape
were slashed Friday morn-
ing as the vehicle sat parked
outside a house on Knollview
Court, in the area of Beck
Road and M-14. The vandalism
occurred between just before 1
a.m. and about 7:30 a.m. Friday,

/A man expectihg delivery of  the complainant told police.
an Apple iPhone 4 at his home The complainant said the
on Denise Court, in the area of Escape had also been egged the
Ann Arbor Trail and McLum- prior weekend.
pha, received only an empty box
on April 5, a police report said. — By Matt Jachman

In Plymouth

Come see our brand new
state-of-the-art repair facility at

SPRING SAFETY
INSPECTION
Includes: Battery & Charging Syslem

Check & Fill all Fluid Levels, Brake &
Suspension Systems, & Condition of
Tires. Call Today for an Appmmmem

.
POT HOLE SPECIAL
Includes:

Tire Balance & Rotation,
& Front End Alignment
Yaldat Don Massy Cadilc Phmoutorly

fust be presented at time of write up. Valid on most
cars and light dty ruks. See da!:v for details

40475 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, MI

20% OFF

ANY SERVICE, REPAIR,

PARTS, ACCESSORIES
& BOUTIQUE ITEMS
Up 10 $100 in Total Savings.

With any collision center repair.
We service all makes and models.
We are a direct repair facility for many
major insurance COmPpanies.

Full warranty on all repairs.
Expircs 5-31-13.

Call Today for an Appointment

(734) 453-7500

wiww. donmasseycadillac.com
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Walk gives a boost to healthy baby cause

By Julie Brown
Staff Witer

Nancy Henzi of Livo-
nia was walking Saturday,
April 27, with the “Madi-
son Hope Henzi” team for
the March of Dimes.

She and husband Matt
lost their daughter on
Christmas Eve 2007, and
have walked each year
since then, also in honor
of son Knox, 2

“Great," she sald of

for Babies' start. “Danc-
ing and looking at police
cars.” Knox made it
through most of the six
miles before needing a
ride.

“We're so grateful
the March of Dimes,” his
mom said. “The organiza-
tion means the world to
us. They were there just
to be supportive. There's
so much research they
do to give each baby a
healthy start.”

40-year milestone

Rolland Walt of Farm-
ington Hills is a proud 88-
year-old who's a regular.
“This'll be my 40th year,
consecutively,”.said Walt,
who received special rec-
ognition that morning.
“I'm walking for babies.

1 have healthy grandchil-
dren and healthy children
and I'm grateful for that.”

Much of his family
attended the Hines Park
event, which began and
ended at the Nankin Mills
area in Westland and
‘moved onto Livonia. Walt
has three children and
five grandkids. “All of my
grandchildren are great,”
he said with a smile when
asked about the coming
generation.

“Years ago, we wor-
ried about polio,” Walt
recalled. When the vac-
cine was developed and
polio disappeared in west-
ern countries, the March
of Dimes moved onto pre-
mature births.

“Worthy cause’
“I get together with

Y
cause,” Walt said.

March of Dimes is one
of the first to walk fora
worthwhile charity.”

His dad had a store and
would collect dimes to
fight polio through the
March of Dimes. Walt's
proud of there being few-
er premature babies: “It's
getting lower every year
and that’s what we're
walking for. 'm just glad
to be 88 years old. and do
the six-mile w:

He walks regularly for
fitness. “Forty years ago,
it didn’t mean anything,”
Walt said of fitness walk-
ing, “That's something
new.”

A tree was planted in
‘Walt’s honor in Hines
Park, drawing a round of
applause.

Walking the route was
Cynthia DeVerney of
Garden City, walking in
honor of her late mom
and Cynthia’s sister who
had a birth defect.

KNOW
THE
SCORE

CHECK OUT
THE NUMBERS
IN TODAY'S

SPORTS
SECTION

Walkers for the March of Dimes on Hines Drive in Livonia.

“She died when she
was five days old,” said
DeVerney, whose moth-
er died 20 years ago.

She was accompanied

by daughter Michelle
DeVerney of Leonard,
Mich., and grandchildren
Jasmine, Caitlyn and
Kale.

“It means a lot to sup-
port well babxes ) Cynthxa
DeVerney said. “That’s

« basically what Lhe March

SAVE THE DATE:

of Dimes has done. I'm
just glad it’s a beautiful
day. This is awesome.”

Skies were blue and tem-
peratures rapidly climbed
as walkers, many in dis-
tinctive T-shirts, made
progress. Some T-shirts
bore babies’ images.

Mom and daughter
‘Walkers included Glo-
ria Penrod of Livonia and

daughter Amanda Pen-

FILE PHOTOS

rod, 27, also of Livonia.
T've just been doing
this about the last eight
years,” Gloria Penrod
said. “I enjoy it. Just good
exercise, too. Raising
‘money for the babies.”

She has friends who've
experienced premature
births. “It takes a lot of
care and a lot of mon-
ey, especlally if you don 't
have insurance,”

Penrod, who likes March
of Dimes educational
efforts. Her daughter, an
Allen Park Cabrini High
graduate who also stud-
ied at Henry Ford Com-
munity College, agreed.

At the site, sponsored
by Ford Motor Co. and
the UAW, was state Rep.
Robert Kosowslu D-
Westland. He and wife
Liz have two children,
Andrew, 11, and Austin, 7.

“Knowing that I have
two healthy kids at

Ameriprise Financial

Fleming

’s Prime

home, I'm very blessed,”
Kosowski He agreed
premature births and
infant mortality are
major policy issues.
“It's where we start
off at,” Kosowski said.
“There can never be
enough money for that.”
The Northville Fire
Department had volun-
teers at the end pass-
ing out popcorn. “We've
done it for several year:
said firefighter/EMT
John Sassaman, a North-
ville Township resident.
They have their own pop-
corn machine, and do the
March of Dimes March
for Babies as well as
many city of Plymouth
and Northville events.
Sassaman was joined
by Matt Samhat, Corey
Devers, Mike Wroblews-
ki, Alex Loiselle and Mike
Asher, all firefighters.
“We've gone through a
fair amount of popcorn,”

added Sassaman, agree-
ing the walkers had built
up an appet

Barbara Bennage of
St. Clair Shores is site
coordinator/community
director for the March of
Dimes. The local goal was
$530,000, she said, with
money still coming in.

“We do anticipate hit-
ting our goal,” said Ben-
nage, adding y
donate online at Www.
marchofdimes.org under
‘“Donate.”

“Awesome,” she said in
summing up the event.
“The people that come
out to walk in honor of
their babies. We had a
great turnout.” There
were about 2,000 Hines
Park walkers and about
200 volunteers.

“We couldn't do it with-
out the volunteers,” Ben-
nage said.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com
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Please Join

at

Steakhouse & Wine Bar

17400 Haggerty Road, Livonia, MI 48152

Mapping Your Course

Featuring Speaker

Sam Share

Associate Director

MFS

MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013

| TIME:

‘und Distributors, Inc.

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 PM.

Auto workers, have you been offered the option to receive a lump-sum
payment from your emplowr’ Do you wish for more information

about your options, if you act on the offered option? If so, please join
us at our upcoming informational event.

PETITE FILET MIGNON our leanest, most tender beef

Luncheon to include choice of :

BREAST OF CHICKEN haked with swhite wine, mushroom, leek and thyme sae
BARBECUE SCOTTISH SALMON stow-roasted with barbecue glaze
GRILLED PORTOBELLO MUSHROOM WITH RAVIOLA
Beverages include Coffee, Tea. or Soft Drinks =

Seating is extremely limited, so please RSVP today!
Call Mary at 734.432.6490 or email Mary.A.Zak@ampf.com

Ameriprise 3

Financial
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Aaron Tassell and Scott Fowler load a ping-pong table from the OId Village Yard and Trunk sale. Three refated families share the sale at this home, at Pearl and
York, during the event, The families trade items with each other; even strangers and neighbors who stop by may end up getting something for free.

‘Big family’

Old Village welcomes visitors to annual yard sale

By Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

*The sidewalks, driveways and
front yards of Plymouth’s Old Vil-
lage were turned into a combina-
tion block party and flea market
on Saturday.

The 0ld Village Yard and Trunk
Sale, an annual event intended
to help residents get started on.
spring cleaning and raise money
for neighborhood beautification,
brought out hundreds of people,
from serious collectors and bar-
gain-hunters to casual resale fans
and people out enjoying the sun-
shine and each other’s company.

“People invite their friends who
live in other neighborhoods,” said
Emily Bassett, who was mind-
ing her mother Rhoda’s sale on
Spring Street Saturday after-
noon, joined by grandfather Ron-
ald Bassett and Joy Burnside, a
friend from Canton Township..
“We're all a big family in this
neighborhood.”

“We've met more neighbors
through the garage sale than any
other way,” said Diane Ulin on
her front lawn on West Liber-
ty, where she was selling tools,
glassware, jewelry, framed post-
ers, a sewing machine and more.

Early birds

Sellers said collectors and seri-
ous shoppers were out early —
even before tables were set up
and rummage displayed — ask-
ing for specific items and moving
quickly on.

People were showing up at 7:30 a.m., Ulin
said, though the sale didn't open until 8 a.m.

“You couldn’t get it out fast enough,” she said.

Pocket watches and pocket knives, license
plates, cigarette lighters and vintage T-shirts
were among the things sought, sellers said.

“Everybody has their own little thing that
they collect or that they look for,” said Mary
Blottie, a seller at Starkweather and Liberty.

‘Thereasa and Homer Bartley of Northville
Township, out on Liberty with son Dakota,
weren't in the market for anything in particu-
lar, they said.

“Whatever we find that interests us,” Hom-
er Bartley said. It was their third year visit-
ing the sale, they said.

“I'm amazed by what they buy. It's crazy,”
said Lisa Spencer, who set up a display in a
parking lot at the Station 885 restaurant, the

Hanging out at a three-family sale are Stephanie Tassell, mother of 2-year-old
Henry, and lan Vincent, on the steps.

“trunk sale” portion of
the event. “They like
old, they like new. You
know, it’s a crapshoot.”
The trunk sale has [}
Station 885 renting
parking spaces to pro-
fessional sellers —
they make the rounds
of area flea markets
and tend to offer more
collectibles than res-
idents — who set up
tables or simply open (2
the backs of their
vehicles, The mon-
ey is turned over to

the 01d Village Association and goes toward

beautification efforts.

It looks like Zach Harris, Jessica Harris and Heath-
er Lee are waiting for musicians and golfers to
show up at their sale in Old Village on Saturday.

Oppat, a longtime Old Village
resident, said the good weath-
er helped with this year’s sale.
“We really hit it perfect this
year,” after a couple years of
drab weather on sale day, Oppat
said. ¢

Sellers and Station 885 hand out
0ld Village maps, with sale loca-
tions highlighted, to visitors, and
Oppat said this year’s sale, with -
closed to 30 participat-
ing households, might
have been the best-
attended yet. The sale
has been taking place
for six or seven years.

“What was really neat
was how many people
were walking with their
maps,” he said. “There
were more people doing
that than ever.”

Oppat, who didn’t
have a proceeds total,
PRIl £ el thanked Station 885 for
A kitchen table and chairs — like those Grandma its role and for donating
might have had — on sale Saturday in Old Village.  its parking lot.

“They always go out
of their way,” to help the neighborhood, he
said

Spencer had a something-for-

collectibles and everyday
items. She had leftovers
from her mother’s former
antiques booth at a market
in Royal Oak, and was also
selling items to help fami-
ly members downsize, she
said.

It was Spencer’s third
Saturday in a row at some
type of sale, she said; she
leaves the unsold items in
her van during the week to
take to the next one.

Spencer doesn’t collect
things herself, she said.
“I'm not a collector of any-
thing. I'm a seller,” she
said.

everyone system: toys and house-
hold goods, vintage and newish,

Sherry Harris takes a swing with a golf dub at her sale Saturday during
the annual Old Village yard and trunk sale. More than 25 households
participated.

“We hit it perfect’
Event chairman Mark

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 2222405
Twitter: @mattjachman.

In the “trunk sale” portion of the Old Village Yard and Trunk Sale, in a
parking lot at the Station 885 restaurant, Mike and Connie DelBusso
watch over their daughter Michele Vigliotti's goods as she takes a break.
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Different

By Rick Bloom
Guest Columnist

that showed up for my talk

at the Observer & Eccentric
Spring Expo. It was a lot of fun
to be out there and I certainly
appreciated the opportunity to
speak. My main topic was dis-
cussing the different types of
risks that investors need to be
aware of.

At the end of the talk, I spoke
to numerous investors about
awide variety pf issues. One
issue that I was questioned
about was Roth IRAs for
seniors. I advised a woman in
her late 70s that it would make
sense for her to do a Roth con-
version. She was surprised
that I would recommend that
at her age. I often hear people

I want to thank all the people

Hearings planned on new
county mental health authority

A series of public hear-

Live Here, for the Best of Your Life®
- at half the cost of assisted living!

D’ $400 S
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people have different investment needs

stating that age
is the deter-
mining fac-
tor as to how
you invest. I
believe the
exact opposite
— age is not
that important.
1believe
investors need
to focus on
their individ-
ual goals and objectives, as
opposed to their age. In today’s
world, age doesn't say much
about a person. After all, when
you say someone is 70 years
of age, what does that mean in
today’s world?

Some 70-year-olds are work-
ing, others are retired. Some
70-year-olds have pensions,
others do not. Some people

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

who are 70 are going to live
another 30 years, while others
will be around a much shorter
period of time. The bottom line
is age doesn’t say anything
about you as an investor.

‘You may ask why I recom-
mended that the woman con-
vert some of her IRA mon-
ey into a Roth IRA. My rea-
soning was first, by convert-
ing the money, it would not put
her into a higher tax bracket
and she did not need the mon-
ey in the foreseeable future. In
addition, she had accumulated
from her Social Security and
her pension sufficient amounts
of cash to pay the taxes gener-
ated by the conversion.

Other factors that entered
into my recommendation were
that her pension and Social
Security more than covered

her living expenses and she
did not need any of the money
from her required minimum
distributions.

The bottom line was the
money that she’s converting
would always be taxed. By
converting, although she may
pay her taxes a little sooner
than necessary, the offset of
that is tax-free growth and no
required minimum distribu-
tion.

When you make financial
decisions, look at your entire
financial position along with
short- and long-term goals and
objectives. Only then can you
can make an informed deci-
sion.

1 think that society some-
times tries to shove people
into a particular category.
such as conservative, aggres-

sive, long term or short term
and then treat everyone within
that category the same,

1 believe that when it comes
to making financial decisions,
you need to look at your indi-
vidual situation and not wor-
ry what others around you are
doing.

The right decision for you
may not be the right decision
for your peers. No two people
are the same. When it comes
to financial decisions, the key
is what is good for you, not
what's good for others.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only finan-
cial adviser. His website is www.
bloomassetmanagement.com. If
you would like Rick to respond to
your questions, please email rick@
bloomassetmanagement.com.
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Our Extras Make the Difference
For more information, please call
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3221 E. Baldwin Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI
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Nine floor plans to choose from,
all including services and style to rival a fine hotel.
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28413 Abbey Lane
New Hudson, MI
(248) 437-6550
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Schoolcraft plans $18 million in improvements

By Karen Smith
Staff Wiiter

Schooleraft College will
spend $18 million on improve-
ments over the next 18 months,
including renovating a building
it purchased earlier this year
that may be used to offer bach-
elor’s and master’s degree pro-
grams through a partnership
with a university.

Schoolcraft President Conway
Jeffress said Thursday it was
too early to say which university
it may be, but the college is hop-
ing to partner with one whose
programs are in harmony with
Schoolcraft's. He gave health
professions as an example.

He said students may one day
be able to complete an asso-
ciate’s degree, a bachelor’s
degree and a master’s degree
without leaving Schoolcraft’s
main campus on Hagger-
ty Road between Six Mile and
Seven Mile in Livonia.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The 110,000-square-foot Ameri-
can Community Mutual Insurance,
located on the corner of Seven
Mile and Haggerty roads in Livo-
nia, was purchased by Schoolcraft
for $3.4 million.

“I think Schoolcraft has been
an asset and what you will have
is an improved Schoolcraft,” he
said of the upcoming changes.

The Board of Trustees
approved issuing $18 million in
bonds in a 7-0 vote Wednesday.
The bonds will be repaid over
the next 15 years without the
need to go to voters for a tax
increase, Jeffress said.

Moody'’s Investment Semc—
es, the nation’s leading
credit rating agency, 155ued
Schoolcraft College one of its
highest grades, an Aal rating.

Moody's recently released a
statement that said Schoolcraft
received the rating because of
“solid financial management
that has controlled expendi-
ture growth and utilized tuition
raising flexib; to maintain
strong financial revenues.”
The company also mentioned
the “very modest debt burden”
the college currently holds.

The 110,000-square-foot
building, located on the corner
of Seven Mile and Haggerty
roads in Livonia, was formerly
occupied by American Commu-
nity Mutual Insurance. School-
craft purchased it for $3.4 mil-
lion, Jeffress said. The money
for buying the building is not
part of the $18 million in bonds
that will be issued, he said.

The college will likely spend

at least another $3.4 million
renovating it for classrooms
and offices. Offices for the con-
tinuing education department,
business office, president’s
office and business develop-
ment center are expected to
move there, Jeffress said.

But the biggest portion of the
$18 million will be spent over-
hauling the college’s main-
frame computer, Jeffress said.

Other projects on the list
include tearing down the exist-
ing continuing ed building and
putting a parking lot in its place
and building a road around the
back of campus so motorists can
get from Six Mile to Seven Mile
'without going onto Haggerty.

Jeffress said the improve-
ments that will be generat-
ed from the $18 million invest-
ment will be far-reaching. “We
are committed to educating
our public, but we also have
an obligation to help stimulate
economic development in the

region, and that is exactly what
we plan to do,” he said.

Livonia Chamber of Com-
merce President Dan West
applauded Jeffress and his
team at Schoolcraft for the
planned investment, saying it
will give our area's students
and business community the
tools needed to adjust to an
ever-changing marketplace.

“For more than 50 years,
Schoolcraft College has been a
proacuve educational institu-
tion and it continues to emerge
as a key economic development
resource for western Wayne
County and all of the metro
Detroit,” he said.

Schoolcraft offers classes at
its main campus and at its Pub-
lic Safety Training Complex. It
also operates the Radcliff Center
in Garden City and offers online
courses at www.schoolcraft.edu.

ksmith@hometownlife.com | (313) 2222098
Twitter: @Karens87.

SACRED RELICS: -
reasures 07‘ tfw»c/zuz ch

St. Michael the Archangel Parish invites you to a teaching exposition of more than
150 sacred relics of the Church, some believed to be more than 2000 years old,
presented by Father Carlos Martins of the Companions of the Cross Ministry, Among
the treasures will be relics of the 12 Apostles and St. Paul, St. Joseph, St. Therese of
Listeux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. Faustina
Kowalska. You will also be able to view and venerate a piece of veil which belonged to
the Virgin Mary and one of the largest remaining pieces of Christ's True Cross.

Monday, May 13th, 2013 7 p.m.

St. Michael the Archangel Church
11441 Hubbard Rd., Just south of Plymouth Rd.
734- 261 1455, Ext. 207
www.livoniastmichael.org
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AROUND PLYMOUTH-CANTON

TOUR MILLER WOODS
Date/Time: Sunday, May 5, 2-4 p.m.
Location: Miller Woods; entrance is on
Powell Road, east of Ridge and north of
Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth Township.
Details: The Friends of Miller Woods are of-
fering an additional spring wildflower walk
Sunday, with tours leaving every half hour.
The guided tours are free and last about
one hour in length. No dogs are allowed in
the nature preserve.
BLOOD DRIVES
Dates/Times:
« Monday, May 13, 1:30-7:15 p.m., Trinity
Presbyterian Church
« Friday, May 17, 4-7:45 p.m., Pioneer
Middle School
+ Tuesday, May 28, 1:30-7:15 p.m,, St.
Michael's Lutheran Church

Inesday, May 29, 12:30-6:15 p.m.,
Tonda Elementary School
Details: The American Red Cross sponsors
blood drives during the above times at the
scheduled locations. Appointments can be
made, but walk-ins are welcome.
Contact: To make an appointment for any
of these drives contact Diane Risko at (313)
549-7052 or email Diane.Risko@redcross.
org

SPRING POTTERY SALE

DatefTime: May 4 (wa m. to 6 p.m.); May.
5(11am.to4p.m.)

Location: Village Potters Guild studio, 340
N. Main in Plymouth (behind The Crossings
restaurant).

Details: The Village Potters Guild is hold-
ing its annual spring sale. Functional and
decorative pottery created by members

of the guild will be available at this yearly
event. Tableware, tiles, jewelry and a wide
range of decorative and framed pieces will
be sold.

Congtact: For more information or direc-
tions to the studio for the sale, visit www.
villagepottersquild.org or call (734) 207-
8807.

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS

DatefTime: Saturday, Oct. 19, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Location: West Middle School, Ann Arbor
Trail and Sheldon, Plymouth

Details: Crafters wanted for Delta Kappa
Gamma's 29th Annual Craft Show. Proceeds
from the show will be used to support col-
lege scholarships for local students focusing
on careers in education.

Contact;: Call or email Judy at (734) 347-
1001 or jbstone716@comcast.net or Alice at
248-348-9610 or dachrenko@hotmail.com

Winner to be Drawn
for the

Win the
Washer and Dryer

GContest
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BUSINESS

BRAD KADRICH, }'_'DITOR
Bkadrich@h

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS Q&A

©Owner Victor Visocchi and the local staff of ProTect Painters, which completes residential
and exterior painting projects in the western Detroit area.

Housing rebound keeps
ProTect Painters busy

Observer: Tell us about your
business, including the types
of services and/or products

ou feature]

Victor Visocchi: Pro-
tect Painters completes
residential and exteri-
or painting projects in
the western Detroit met-
ro area. We can also help
you with proper col-
or coordination of old-
er homes and contem-
porary designs, interi-
or design schemes, paint

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Business news

From the desks of the folks at the
Plymouth Downtown Development
Authority:

» Eclectic Atticis looking for a busi-
ness to share their space on Forest Ave
(approximately 800 square feet). Inter-
ested parties can contact Tina at (734)
416-1186.

* Fremont Insurance, a Michigan-
exclusive property and casualty insur-
ance carrier, has designated Kenne-
dy Nemier Insurance Agency as one of
the company'’s “Best of the Best” insur-
ance agencies. Only five agencies from
across the state, less than 3 percent of
the company’s agency force, earn this
distinction.

* Core sport is hosting a fundraiser
to raise money that will help St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital find new
treatments for children with cancer and
other catastrophic diseases. The event
is Saturday, May 11, a family friend-
ly fundraiser workout in Kellogg Park.
Any businesses that can donate to the
cause should call Jessica Liddell at (734)
459-1547.

 After seven years, ROM Fitness Stu-
dio will be closing May 24. We are so
grateful to have worked with so many
great clients. The current plan is for
‘Whitaker Therapy to remain at the
same location. If anyone is in need of

ing for therapy the phone num-

outh and South Novi
A

48167

painting projects
Hours

PROTECT PAINTERS

Business name: ProTect Painters of Northville, Plym-
: 143 Cadycentre #147, Northville, MI

Your namettitle: Victor Visocchi, owner

Business opened when: February, 2013

Number of employees: Currently 5-10

Your business specialty: Residential and exterior

of operation: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

ber is (734) 459-4538.

* Hub Real Estate Solutions added
Patty Cramer to the team. Cramer has
years of industry experience with con-
sistent sales production and looks for-
ward to doing the same at Hub. In addi-
tion, she has a background in Interior
Design and will be offering this service
and home staging along with her real
estate expertise.

Fifth Third and the Scouts
Fifth Third Bank and the Boy Scouts

(734) 205-1562; www.

ot

ply

failure corrections, and
other additional painting  ersare pathologuml opu- curse. Whether you are
services. We are always mists. They're like abusiness owner or an
accessible to answer oughbred horses —thzy employee, if work is not
questions or concerns. don’t want to be held ablessing for you, the
‘We regard communica- ‘back, they want to run. problem is not the work
tion as essential to our Observer: What's the best itself but the work you
customer satisfaction. reason to do business in this  are doing. To quote James
After all, our customer’s  area? M. Barrie, “Nothing is
approval is imperative to Victor Visocchi: Welove  really work unless you
our continued success. the area and we feel it would rather be doing
‘We take great pride in q i ing else.” Many
the work we do-nomat-  growth area for the region.  hard working entrepre-
ter how small or large Record: How are things neurs were once unpro-

the task is. Our crews

going lately?

ductive employees. Now,

“Victor Visoechi: Things  withtheir wagon hitched -
* couldnot be better. The to their own star, work is
painf Metro Detroit housing the stuff of their dreams.
only the bestinteriorand  market is Many 1 )|
exterior paint products, especially in the North- ees, who were once unsuc-
such as Sherwin-Williams  ville and Novi area. With  cessfully self-employed,
and Pittsburgh Paints,to  homeowners now buy- now understand the bless-
ensure along-lastingand  ing and moving into their  ings of employment.
environmentally-friendly new homes, they are fix-  These people become the
paint projects. ing up many parts of most valuable of resourc-
* Observer: How did you get their new home, includ- es — the entrepreneurial
started in this business? ing getting new paint jobs employee who loves his or
Victor Visocchi: Busi- inside and out. her work. Work feeds our
ness is a passion tnr me. Observer: Do you have stomachs with food and
Idoitbecauseit'salife-  funny tidbit or story to share  our spirit with accom-
style and a sense of free-  with our readers about your plishment. Work creates,
dom. I stared my first experience so far as a small produces, energizes and
business in high school business owner? fulfills all things humans
repairing televisions, Victor Visocchi: need for survival and
which were early signs Depending on where you  happiness. Life is short.
for my love for the ser- are working and your Keep searching until you
vice business. WhatcanI  attitude towards it, work  find work you can love.
say? Small business own-  canbe ablessing or a Idid.
CHAMBER CHAT
After hours

Canton Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers can celebrate Canton’s Acts of Cul-
ture Week with what organizers are .
calling a “creatively different” After
Hours event 5-7:30 p.m. tonight (Thurs-

day).

The chamber sponsors this mixer,

hosted by D&M Art Studio, in honor of
Canton Township's third annual Acts of
Culture Week.

‘The event will feature wine-tasting

and hors d'oeuvres, live chalk art will be

performed, a masterpxece will be creat-
ed and door prizes will be awarded.
Admission to the event is free. D&M
Art Studios is located at 8691 N. Lilley
in Canton.
For more information, call (734) 453-
3710.

First Friday

The Canton Chamber of Commerce's
next 1st Friday Club takes place 8:30
a.m. Friday, May 3, at the chamber
office, located at 45525 Hanford in Can-
ton.

‘The event, sponsored by Showroom of
Elegance, is an opportunity for one on
one networking in a small group setting.
‘This networking event is limited to 10
separate businesses plus a sponsor. Par-
ticipants should bring business cards,
flyers, etc., to share with the group. Par-
ticipation in this networking event is
limited to once per quarter.

To make a reservation, reply to this
email or call (734) 453-4040.

Coffee Connection

Nico & Vali hosts the next Plymouth
Community Chamber of Commerce
Coffee Connection 8-9 a.m. Thursday,

. s
Optical opening
RX Optical’ s newest location is in the same
shopping plaza as Kroger on Ann Arbor Road
in Plymouth Township, with the side of their
building facing Sheldon Road. This Michi-
gan-based company from Kalamazoo has
recently expanded into the area with three
locations in western Wayne County. Pictured
cutting the ribbon is local optometrist Sonia
Burgoyne, along with executives and staff
from RX Optical and Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors.

May 9.

The Chamber Coffee Connection,
chamber officials said, is “a great way
to start your business day. You can
enjoy a cup of coffee and breakfast
treats while making new connections
with other Chamber members."

Nico & Vali is located at 744 Wing St.
one block east of Main St. These events
are designed for 20-40 members to meet
in a comfortable setting where they can
get to know each other.

There is no fee to attend this event.

Anyone interested in attending can
email teri@plymouthmich.org or call
(734) 453-1540 by May 7.

of ican Michigan Crossroads
Council have entered into a statewide
partnership. In keeping with its long
history of community involvement,
Fifth Third Bank will work on a num-
ber of initiatives alongside the Michigan
Crossroads Council throughout 2013.
The announcement was made at the
Fifth Third Bank Eastern Michigan
Affiliate Headquarters' Town Center in
Southfield. Local Boy Scouts, officially
launching the partnership, formally pre-
sented representatives from Fifth Third

Richard Fisher, Field Service Executive,
Great Lakes Field Service Council, Michigan
Crossroads Council, John Worthington,
CFO Fifth Third Bank Eastern Michigan and
John Reesor, Scout Executive and CEO Boy
Scouts of American Crossroads Council.

Bank with an American flag.

This relationship will work to both
strengthen Boy Scout recruitment and
retention as well as connect the busi-
ness community with the scouting com-
munity to create long-term partnerships
and programs. In order to thrive and
stay competitive, Michigan needs a sol-
id base of young people who are enthu-
siastic about shaping their communi-
ties and making a difference across the
state. Fifth Third Bank and Michigan
Crossroads Council share this vision
and support those who seek out opportu-
nities for positive change.

Fifth Third Bank will develop finan-
cial literacy programs that will allow
the scouts to earn a merit badge upon
completion and tailor financial products
and services for local scouts and their
families.

Wine Month

Vintner’s Canton Winery celebrates
Michigan Wine Month through April.

During the month of May and each
month through September, Vintner's  *
Canton will be offering a “fabulously
fruity” wine at $1 off each bottle. Begin-
mng with Peach Chardonnay as the
wine of the month for May, the follow-
ing wines will be available at a reduced
price: June — Strawberry White Mer-
lot; July - Blackberry Malbec; August —
Black Cherry Pinot Noir; and Septem-
ber - Green Apple Rleslmg All wines
dre available at the winery on a regular
basis but during the month they are fea-
tured, prices will be reduced $1 a bottle.

For more information, visit the win-
ery’s website at www.vintnerscanton.
com. Vintner’s Canton Winery is locat-
ed at 8515 N. Lilley (in the Golden Gate
Plaza).

HinesPark § -+

and

% COMMUNITY

FinanciaL

Present the 24th Annual

May 6, 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.

The Inn at St. John's
Five Mile at Sheldon Rd.
Tickets $10 - Purchase at the door

Includes:
o 18 Restaurants
e 77 Exhibitors

¥ OUz,

Community Service Awards

Hosted by the
Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce
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Contest winner will get wheelchair-accessible van

By Diane Gale Andreassi
Staff Writer

Sometimes Breanna
Strange, 11, is cooped up
at home, because trying
to get her from place to
place is just too difficult.

‘The South Lyon resi-
dent doesn’t complain,
she just takes it in stride,
her mom, Kim, said.

“She has a new wheel-
chair and it's so awkward
and heavy, I don't take her
out as much as I'used to,”
Kim said. “T'll be going
to the grocery store and
she'll say, ‘Oh, Mom, you
go ahead to the store, 'll
stay here.’ She knows how
difficult it is for me to lift
the chair, and she’s so car-
ing. I have been lifting her
to her car seat and out into
the van and out of the van.
I've been doing this for
years. I have said we will
getavan, but right now
we can't afford it.”

Life for Breanna, a
player in the Miracle
League of Plymouth base-
ball league for special-
needs players, and her
family could change if
she wins a contest for a
wheelchair-accessible
van sponsored by Nation-
al Mobility Equipment
Dealers Association’s Life

Moving Forward event
during National Mobility
Awareness Month.

In less than a week,
Breanna received more
than 12,000 votes, but the
family is hoping to get
many more votes from
strangers who will take a
moment to vote at Www.
voteforbre.com. The
deadline is May 10. The
Strange family, which
also includes her sister,
Peyton, 7, and her dad,
Dave, started the com-

P Ly
HAL GOULD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Breanna Strange, 11, and her sister, Peyton, 7, pose for the camera.

petition April 15 and the
voting began Feb. 25. But
the disadvantage isn't
g0ing to stop their drive
to continue moving for-
ward in their quest.

“We have gone viral
on Facebook,” Kim said.
“We have friends telling
friends telling friends.”

Votes are coming from
all over the world, Kim
said, recalling a recent
moment when a stranger
approached her and said
“Is that Breanna? I've

been voting for her and I

from the disease dysto-
nia, a neurological move-
ment disorder that causes
painful muscle contrac-
tions, repetitive move-
ments and odd postures.
“She is a normal 11-
year-old girl stuck ina
body that will not obey
her commands,” Kim
said. “She has an aura
about her. She is the hap-
piest child. If someone
is sad, she says, T'm so
sorry you are sad. I'll
pray for you.’ She literal-
ly says this from the bot-
tom of her heart. She tru-
ly believes God is going
to heal her. She touches a
lot of people’s hearts. She
has a way of dealing with
it even on a bad day. She
is never mad at anyone.”
It's not unusual for her
to strike up a conversa-

man anyone on this plan-
" Kim said. “People say,
‘I love that $mile. There's
something about her. I just
want to vote for her."”

The middle school stu-
dent is in the South Lyon
Community Schools gen-
eral education program
with some special edu-
cation classes to help
her complete her work
despite her involuntary.
movements. She's not
mentally impaired.

On Friday morning, Bre-
anna was in 45th place in a
field of 1,000 people com-
peting for the van.

My goal is close that
gap,” Kim said. “Every-
one is deserving. I just
‘want to go with my sto-
ry and keep my heart
and prayers with my sto-
ry. I feel for those people.

have family in Italy who tion with strangers by Believe me, there are so
have been voting for her.” introducing herself. She many cases out there.”
The sixth-grade Cen- usually leaves the new Contest rules allow people
tennial Middle School friend by asking if she to vote every day and multi-
student has a knack for can give them a hug. ple times a day as long asit’s
touching peoples’ hearts “She probably has more  done onadifferent device or
— even people she hasn't  hugs from people in dif- atadifferent IP (or Internet
met. Breanna suffers ferent states and countries  Protocol) address.
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Ridgewood Hills S.A.D.

May 1, 2013

Charter Tuwns}up of Plymouth

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the owner, at public
sale by competitive bidding on Monday, May 20th, 2013 at 9:30 A.M. at the Extra Space
Storage facility located at:

6729 N. Canton Center Rd.
Canton, Michigan 48187
(734) 459-4821

The personal goods stored therein by the following may include, but are not limited to general
household, furniture, boxes, clothes, and appliances.

J346 Rene Kurtycz (aka Renee Kurtycz)
D121 Yolanda Ellis
A008 Cheryl McKoy

Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the time of sale. All goods are sold as is
and must be removed at the time of purchase, Extra Space Storage reserves the right to bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.

Publish: May 2 & 9, 2013 ) Za

IT’S AMAZING WHAT WE’LL DO TO TEST
TRANE’S TOUGHNESS. YOU’LL BE EQUALLY
IMPRESSED WITH OUR FINANCING OFFER.

i

-
Extreme Testing For Rugged Reliability.

Special Financing For An Easygoing Payment.

0% APR ror 36 MONTHS!"
WITH EQUAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS

Getting consistent year-round home comfort

you can count on doesn't happen by accident. Trane
systems endure rigorous testing to ensure reliability
and long lasting performance for you and your family.
Combine that with 0% APR Financing with equal
payments for 36 months* on qualifying purchases from
April 1 through June 15, 2013, and you have an offer
that's too good to let pass. Steady. Dependable. Durable.
“It's Hard To Stop A Trane.” isn't just a tagline. It's a
proven reality

r... Choose 5.9% APR Financing or up to
a $1,250 Instant Rebate.*

CALL NOW FOR 36 MONTHS 0% APR FINANCING
ON HIGH EFFICIENCY TRANE SYSTEMS!

S e

COMFORT

5PECIALlsr

(248) 504-0456

License# 71-11862

1T'S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.

Sealed Bids for Ridgewood Hills S A-D. will be received at the office of the Charter Township
of Plymouth until 10:00 am local time, on May 15, 2013, by the office of the Township Clerk.
located at 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI, 48170. The approximate quantities of
major items of work involved are s follows:

Cold Milling HMA Surface 37,000 Syd
Payement Repair, Patching 7,700 Syd
Subgrade Underdrain 6

HMA Leveling 5,300 Ton
HMA Toj 3,100 Ton
Aggregate Base 2,500 Ton

The Contract Documents for this project are on file and may be examined on and after
12:00 pm, May 1, 2013, at the following locations: the office of the ENGINEER, Orchard,
Hiltz, & McCliment, Inc,, 34000 Plymouth Road, Livonia, MI 48150; area offices of
McGraw-Hill Conslmcunn/ﬁ&pm 85060 Industrial Road, Livonia, MI 48150; Reed

Data of Michigan (CAM),
43636 Woodward, Bloomiend Hills, MI 48302 3204; and Charter Township of Plymouth,
9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 48170.

Copies thereof may be obtained on or after 12:00 pm, local time, May 1, 2013, at the office
of the ENGINEER, Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment, Inc., 34000 Plymouth Road, Livonia, M1
48150. A fee of Forty dollars ($40.00) non-refundable will be charged for.ach set of Contract
Documents. An additional fee of Ten dollars ($10.00) non-refundable will be charged for
each set of Contract Documents that are mailed.

Bid Security in the form of a Bid Bond for a sum no less than five percent (5%) of the
amount of the Bid will be required with each Bi

The OWNER reserves the right to accept any Bid, reject any Bid, or waive irregularities
in Bids,

No Bid may be withdrawn for a period of one hundred and twenty (120) calendar days after
the scheduled closing time for receipt of the Bids.

No pre-bid meetings are scheduled for this project.

thnck Fellrath PE,, Director of Public Utilities
arter Township of Plymouth

Publish: May 2,2013

STOW & GO SELF STORAGE
AUCTION NOTICE

Pursuant to state law, Notice is hereby given that a public auction will be held at STOW &
GO SELF STORAGE, 41999 ANN ARBOR ROAD, PLYMOUTH, MI on May 11,2013
at 10:00 am, on past due tenants listed below: The entire contents of the rnllowmg units
will be auctioned. and sold to the highest blddcr on each individual unit. C. ONLY!
DESCRIPTION IS BRIEF SUMMARY ITEMS, MAY OR MAY NOT CONTA[N
MORE OR LESS ITEMS.

Unit #009- BRENDA BUCKNER, 42538 ASHLEY CT, CANTON, M1 48187
Christmas decorations, and misc. boxes, and other misc. items.

Unit#412 » DONALD HOFFMAN, 650 PROVINCETOWN LAKE, PLYMOUTH, Ml
48170
Washer & dryer, misc. furniture and mise. boxes, and other misc. items.

Unit#229- MARK GLEGOLA, P.O. BOX 5487, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Bass Boat, 20 ft boat on trailer with tracker outboard motor, misc. furniture, misc. boxes,
and other mise. items.

Unit#320- MELVIN MORRISON, P.0. BOX 851516, WESTLAND, MI 48185
Luggage, file cabinet, weight bench, single cot, workmate, desk, fish equipment, misc.
boxes and other misc items.

Unit#567- PAMELA FREE, 615 N. MILLS ST., PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Shelving unit.

Unit#405- KEN GILLIS, 340 PENNELL, NORTHVILLE, MI 48167
Mise. furniture, golf clubs step ladder, igsaw, conkvare. Single mattress, Xmas tre,
battery charger, bread maker, misc. boxes, and other misc. item

Unit#621- ROB CLOUGH, 9450 S.MAIN #101, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Large dresser, camping chairs, propane tank, luggage, framed pictures, misc. boxes and
other misc. items.

Unit#694- NICOLE GNATEK, 1014 S. CAMPBELL, ROYAL OAK, Ml 48067
Metal file cabinet, recliner, glass table with 4 chairs, TV, bed frame, mattress set, misc.
xmas decorations, coffeemaker, misc, boxes and other misc. items.

Unit#481- JESSICA CLOR, 20492 NORBORNE, REDFORD, MI 48240
Mise. furniture, fan, air conditioner, lamp, mattress, misc. boxes and microwave, and
other misc, items and misc. boxes

Unit#581- ALEX HENNING, 464 N. MILL STREET, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Computer monitors, power saw, golf clubs, train set, weights, Marshall amp, remote car,
misc. boxes and other misc. items,

Unit#712- DON COLALUCA, 1600 N. TERRITORIAL, #16, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Table & chairs, vacoum, mattress, fans, computer table, lamp, misc. boxes and other
misc. items.

Unit#60SE- TEUM G. SOUKAMNEUTH, 525 ANN ARBOR, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Air Conditioner, pictures, cooler, fan, toasters, restaurant equipment,

Unit#706-ONALEE SULEWSKI, 1450 ANN ARBOR #24, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
Misc. boxes.

SALE DATE IS MAY 11, 2013 AT 10:00 A.M.
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By Sue Mason
Staff Writer

Cole Niemi knows

assigned to work with stu-
dents at Christ the King
Lutheran School, one of
four-five Lutheran schools

High students spend day helping others

“the second-grade girls

were much better than I

was jumping rope.
“TIlike to go'to the grade

something about apples. students went to interact schools because it’s fun,”
Also potatoes. with students and in one he said. “You get tobe a
A junior at Luther- instance, teach lessons. child again and the teach-
an High School West- Lambart, a junior, ers give you things.”
land, the Garden City helped in the classroom The pastor gave the

. teenrecently spent a day

and did whatever needed

students a tour of the

at Gleaners Communi- to be done. He did multi- church, telling them that
ty Food Bank in Detroit, plication bingo with third-  at one time there were
doing quality control on graders, made tissue 300 people at Mass, now
‘more than 8,000 pounds paper flowers with fourth-  the church is serving 30 a
of apples and potatoes graders, worked on sci- week. Mika also found the
that were bagged for dis- ence with sixth-graders pastor to be “extreme-
mbunon to families. and played a geography ly interesting.” A former
was for one game with eighth-graders. Marine with ministerial
family, I think we helped “They us,” i , he got the job
almost 1,000 families,” said STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  he said. when the former pastor

Niemi. “It’s a good feeling.

Lutheran High School Westland student Christine Sankey and teacher Deb Carr work on

He also played basket-

announced he was retir-

to help in the community”  knotted fleece blankets that were donated to Lutheran World Relief to give to familiesin  ball with first-graders ing and pointed to him
Niemi asked to be emergency or dangerous situations. and even tried his hand when member of the con-
assigned to Gleaners —“T at Double Dutch jump gregation asked who was
wanted to do something school, which draws stu-  something where I use In the schools rope with second-graders  going to replace him.
with my hands” —aspart  dents from the western my hands,” he said. Jonah Lambart of Gar- during recess. He let the “He's still trying to do
of a Service Day at the suburbs, including West- He signed up for Glean-  den City did Gleanerslast  first-graders scoreafew  things for the communi-
high school that takes stu-  land, Garden City, Livo- ers, but instead of helping  year. This year, he was baskets, but had to admit  ty,” Mika said.
dents out of the classroom  nia, Plymouth and Dear- fill sacks with apples and
and puts them into the born. They made knot- potatoes, he handled qual-
community to help others. ted fleece blankets, san- ity control. The students
One hundred ninety of the  itation kits and school would bring the produce (
school’s 204 students par-  kits for Lutheran World to him and he'd deter- J
ticipated, going to places Relief. The organization mine what was good to \
like Gleaners, the Luther-  provides the blanketsand  bag and what was spoiled. N
an Home in Monroe and kits to families who have “Tfeltlike I was helping, = 2
Peace Lutheran Church in losteverythingduetoa  butitgotalittle monoto-
Detroit. natural disaster or vio- nous,” he said. “T was alittle BOXWOOD
The all-school Ser- lence around the world. disappointed, but it was the v
vice Day was startedby  “Ithink it was very suc- job wasassignedtodo.” j Winter Gem, Greep Yelielg
the school’s spiritual live cessful,” said teacher “There was a lot of fresh-
group, ALIVE, last year. Jeaneen Wyly. “I think it men in his group,” said
Students earned a lot of opened the kids’ eyes a ‘Wyly. “We needed someone
the $2,500 neededtopro- little bit by them reach-  who could focus on doing
vide transportation tothe  ing out to the communi- that for awhile. Cole can.”
13 different locations, buy  ty. We prepare students Clair Gordon of Dear-
painting supplies and priz-  to do things in Christ’s born visited the Luther-
es for bingo, accordingto  way, but how do they do an Home where she sang
teacher Jeaneen Wyly. that? They hear and learn  hymns, played bingo and
‘The students were at alot, but they need to see  visited with the residents.
four-five Lutheran schools, what’s out there, what's Unable to participate in
including one in North- outside the school.”” the first Service Day when
ville, where they taught This is the second year she was a freshman, she
lessons. They were at Niemi participated in Ser- found her day at the home FREE Plymuuth
four locations in Detroit, vice Day, Last year; he “a good experience.” Ni ‘Root Boost
including Peace Lutheran  wenttothe LutheranHome  “I felt the residents Isery, SDos Sopote
Chureh, and worked with  andvisited withits senior - enjoyed us being there, it [( ¥ith purchase of Trg
preschoolers at Starfish residents. He enjoyed it, was nice to be able to take $7.99 value
Family Services in Inkster.  butit wasn't whathereally  the time to help others and
wanted to do. not focus on ourselves,”
Making blankets “That’s not labor inten-  she said. “It was nice to
Some of the students sive, the old folks t: take the time from school
remained at the high alot, but I wanted to do brighten someone’s day.”

MOM AND M

Buy one service
get one

1 $18.95 Carved Turkey with Grav $9.95
Now 4% ?ﬁ Adult §[n:e Baked 7 F{a‘r\nwm aCl mny’VSM Kids 12
b Roasted Lamb in Red Sauce & Under

Specializing in

* Spa * Facials

+ Massages
* Manicures * Pedlicures

sl us ol wwwlgyersbeauiybat com

Eggs ala Murphy’s (Eggs Benedict with a twist),
Sausage, Bacon, Hash Browns, Waffles,
Scrambled Eggs and Assorted Breakfast Breads

Salad Station
Spinach Salad, Fruit Salad and Caesar Salad

Carved Roast Tenderloin of Beef AuJus,
Roast Turkey Breast, Chicken Tenders, Lasagna,
Au Gratin Potatoes and Mixed Vegetables

Dessert Station
Assorted Cakes, Cookies and Baked Goods.

George Murphy’s

at the Creek

248.473.1300

Buffet Station

Station

» Sory]
%othets 9“53
RUNER Day g
SUNDAY, MAY 12th EaaaT i N bmﬁkr
1100 2m ard 1:30 pm Gimied

BE000/SaveRIMiIe e Lioria pLymouTh * SOZHOMSH0 | onia
Between Farmington & Newburgh Roads £ 40370 Five Mile Rd. roge 15800 Middlebelt
Reservations Requires il | 73a-420-1500 [ Hade  734-425-9800

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7am-Spm;, Sun. Tam-Bpm

May 12, 2013

Happy Mother’s Day

Fie pavpy's

Join us in honoring the special ladies in your life.

5 Dy e

Sunday, May 12th 11:00 am - 8:00 p.m.
Carved Roast Beef Kuu

Meat Balls » Mostaccioli
Mashied Potatoes » Sweet Potatoes

Rice » Ve, etables
Asssorted Salads

BI& DADPY'S

19333 Victor Parkway

o Fresh Fruits

reservations
% 744.5555
nmt’bxjdaJx[q com

Livonia, MI 4815

oS
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OPINION

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute to
the business success of our customers

OUR VIEWS

Volunteers give amazing effort t

Christmas came early for sev-
eral homeowners in Canton
Saturday, while in both Plymouth
and Canton, several others were
the beneficiaries of not-so-random
acts of kindness.

It was the weekend of helping as
several area programs coincided,
and partnered, to help senior citi-
zens and families who can’t help
themselves, some because of age,
others through circumstances out-
side their control. The programs
are intertwined, joined together
for a common goal: Helping others.

Canton’s Christmas in Action,
run for years now by Jim stek
with a team of hundreds of volun-
teers and in partnership with busi-
ness such as Home Depot, Canton
Waste Recyeling, Ibex Insurance
and many others, ran it’s total of
homes fixed up to 95 with the nine
they did Saturday. And that’s just
in nine years.

Plymouth Community United
Way was back out in force, in both
Plymouth and Canton, helping
seniors no longer able to do sim-
ple chores like raking leaves and
pruning bushes.

And Comcast held its annual
Comcast Cares Days, packaging
food out of its Plymouth Township

offices to help feed the hungry.
And their effort wasn't just the
one day; Comcast held a blood
drive at its Plymouth call center on
Monday, and some of the food they
packaged Saturday will go to the
Plymouth Community United Way.

The PCUW, meanwhile, ran the
rake-n-go in Plymouth and Canton,
and also gave a $2,500 grant to
Christmas in Action.

It’s all about neighbors helping
neighbors, about making life eas-
ier — and better — for those who
can’t for themselves any more.

It’s a great day, but don’t take
our word for it. Listen to 81-year-
old Plymouth resident Joan Brady:
“I am so very thankful for the help
I get from the United Way ... They
are a blessing to me.”

And to Canton resident Harry
Weaver 111, left paralyzed from
the waist down after being shot in
a robbery attempt after leaving a
meeting — in a cruel twist of irony
it was a meeting of a group of peo-
ple planmng ways to help other
people — in Detroit. As Christmas
in Action volunteers worked in
his Canton home, Weaver called
“amazing” the “outpouring of help
from total strangers like this army
of people doing all of this for us.”

o

help others

Tasha Coleman’s team from the Michigan Avenue Target store in Canton take part in
Saturday’s United Way rake-and-go.

It’s an accurate word to describe
not only the people who do the
work, but also the people who run
the programs and the folks who
own the businesses that contribute

so greatly to the projects.

If you haven’t been part of it,
perhaps you should. And then you,
too, can be amazed. And amazing.

COMMUNITY VOICE

Were you surprised by the
April 15 bombings in Bos-
ton, and why or why not?

“Yeah, it was surprising.
You just don't expect
something like that after
all the high security we
have these days.”

Colin Young
Plymouth Township

“Yes. It hit too close to

home, | think.”
Robyn Lowenstein
Plymouth

“No. It's simple: If you
have a terrorist entity
that's around the world,
I'm surprised it hasn't
happened sooner and

“Not really. We've got
alot of funny people
running around the
streets.”

Leonard Jordan

Plymouth  with greater frequency.”
Jim Danielski
Canton Township
WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We welcome your Letter to the Editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We may edit for clarity, space and
content. Submit letters by the following formats:
Web: www.hometownlife.com

Mail: Letters to the Editor, Canton Observer, 615W.
Lafayette, Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226

Fax: (313) 223-3318

E-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife.cor

Blog: You may also let your opinions be heard with your
own blog at hometownlife.com.

Deadline: Letters should be received by 9 a.m. Monday
to be published in the Thursday edition.
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GUEST COLUMN

Time for reglonal cooperatlon on water

By Kurt Heise
Guest Columnist

e decision last month by
Federal Judge Sean Cox to
dismiss a 35-year lawsuit

against the Detroit Water & Sew-
er Department is a mixed bless-
ing for millions of southeast
Michigan residents who are the
water and sewer customers of
the system (124 communities and
nearly a third of
Michigan’s popu-
lation depend on
this critical water
and sewer utility).

As an attorney
and former city
and county offi-
cial who has been
actively involved
in this issue for
nearly 20 years,
Judge Cox’s dismissal of the case
was an event I frankly never
thought would happen.

But this good news comes with
a challenge for our region - do
we stay on the current path for
DWSD, with its history of corrup-
tion, unreasonable rates, secret
meetings, no-bid contracts and
bloated bureaucracy, or do we
the residents in both the suburbs
and Detroit deserve to aperate 1[?

Current DWSD leadership woul
like to preserve the status quo.
They asked Judge Cox to order a
regional authority as requested

by the DWSD's “root cause com-
mittee.” But this secretive com-
mittee, itself created by court
order, operates outsxde of any law

and i

and the bid-

current and former Detroit and
‘Wayne County politicians, employ—
ees, and appointees looking to
maintain their hold on the system.

Customer in charge

Fortunately Judge Cox rejected
their request, saying in part that
their financial assumptions were
‘purely speculative.’ Cox recom-
mended that the region resolve
the issue of a regional authority
through the legislative and politi-
cal process.

As state representative for
Plymouth, Northville and east-
ern Canton, I've introduced House
Bill 4009, which would create the
Southeast Michigan Water Quali-
ty Alliance. The legislation would
put the customer in charge while

eeach community’s own-
ership in the system. It would put
all decisions out in the open.

It also allows for 40-year bonding.
for current and future water and
sewer projects. By taking advan-
tage of refinancing and today’s
favorable interest rates, the region
would see millions of dollars in

savings.

My bill would create permanent
regional oversight by customer
communities —represented at the
table by your publicly-accountable
Mayor or SUpervisor. A new exec-
utive board made up of Detroit,
‘Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Gene-
see, and local government repre-
sentatives would jointly manage
water and sewer operations, hiring
an executive director, overseeing
the budget, water rates, procure-

men
d.mg pmwss

Working together

This legislation would create
anew way of working togeth-
er — smarter, more efficient, and
with the highest level of trans-
parency and accountability. Sim-
ilar regional governance models
are already in place in Southeast
Michigan and around the coun-
try, and should be demanded by
the public from any modern pub-
lic utility.

I'm also calling on Governor
Snyder and Detroit’s Emergen-
cy Manager Kevin Orr to conduct
a full outside audit of DWSD. It's
time to shine some light into the
sewers and find out where our
money is bemg spent. Detroiters,
fnd our region, deserve nodnng

less.

You can help make DWSD miore
accountable and responsible for
the customers it serves. Call or
write your legislator today and
demand an audit of DWSD, and
passage of House Bill 4009. We
own it, we paid for it, and our
hard- workmg taxpayers deserve
to manage it. The time is right
for all of us to join together and
make our clean water assets the
best they can be, at a price we
can afford.

State Rep. Kurt Heise, R-Plymouth
Township, is a second-term lawmaker
representing the 20th House District.
He can be reached toll-free at (855)
737-5878, via e-mall at KurtHeise@
house.mi.gov.

LETTERS

Moving forward

Proposal A, approved two de-
cades ago, made two promises to
public schools which were never
kept: Annual inflation increases
and the leveling of per-student
funding across school districts.
Even when the School Aid Fund
was flush, Lansing (especially the
last 10 years) chose to continue
its choke-hold on money due
our schools, causing districts like
Plymouth-Canton to take drastic
measures like raising class size.

Combining that with the
necessary draining of district
emergency reserves, there is no
longer the ability to make even
minor improvements through its
operating budget. Therefore, |
recommend support of the bond
issue in the May 7 election.

Ours is a leading Michigan
community. To continue as a
destination where people want
to live, work and play we must
invest in our infrastructure. Just
as constant upkeep of our homes
is necessary to maintain its
value, we all own these shared

resources (buildings, vehicles and
technology) and must invest in
them.

So when community leaders.
request assistance to ensure we
remain on top, our job is to pro-
vide that help. We must replace
the infrastructure that is years
out of date (buildings, buses).
We must add the safety features
required in this difficult historical
period (cameras, alarms). And we
must add the modern features
(1:1 computing, DVR, wifi, STEM
curriculum) that keep us, ata
minimum, abreast the communi-
ties which surround us.

Thinking three dimension-
ally about our public schools is
required. Again, the last de-
cade forced the district to raise
class size to balance its waning
budget. Raising class size, thus
diluting its product, is a “going
out of business” strategy. | am
pleased that practice was ended
two years ago, but the damage
was done.

. Therefore, concurrent with

passing this bond, we must insist

the Board of Education do its
part as well. It’s time to reverse
those decisions that impacted
our district the most. Empty
classrooms exist because they sit
next to overcrowded ones. Low-
ering class size will benefit both
our students and employees,
who have already helped with
concessions for seven straight
years now.

Reasonable numbers of stu-
dents in each class raises employ-
ment in our community, and
provides students with greater
access to instruction. Any empty
classrooms will be filled.

Combined with the jump in
home starts the last year, the de-
mand for modern classrooms will
be here in months, not years. We
must be prepared. Please support
this measure on May 7.

My comments represent me
and not any organization of
which | am a member.

Steven Sneideman

Canton Township trustee and
former president, PCCS Board
of Education
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MOTHERN DAY,

Brunch
SUNDAY MAY-12TH -

Seating Times: 12:30pm » 2: Pm'4 3°Pm >l g

Menu Includes:

o Waffle & Omelet Station e Cheesy Potatoes

(12:30 seating only) e Broccoli Casserole
* Roast Sirloin of Beef e Fruit Display

* Country Fried Chicken e Variety of Desserts

e Honey Glazed Ham e Qyster Bar

 Oven Roasted Turkey e Caeser Salad

e Lemon Butter Salmon e Potato Salad

* Mashed Potato & Gravy e Spring Salad with Fresh
e Buttered Corn Fruit & Strawberry

e Spaghetti & Meatballs Vinaigrette Dressing

Adults...$19.99 e Seniors...$14.99
Kids 10 & Under...$8.99 ¢ Kids 6 & Under...Free

6% sales tax & 18% gratuity will be added to all parties

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RSVP TODAY...CALL:

734.464.5555
QUNDER =75orviien |

4 :
&AL & & www. Oneunderbar.com |




Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, May 2, 2013

online at hometownlife.com

Remember Mom . . ..
Sunday, May 12th

Pick up the perfect gift for Mother’s Day at Joe’s Produce
Gourmet Market! We will be fully stocked with amazing
selections of Hanging Baskets, Bedding Plants, Porch Pots,
Garden Accessories, Gift Baskets and of course...the freshest f§

flowers available. Every bloom and basket is

beauty and quality. Come see our breathtaking displays!

-

hand-picked for §

Ve Livonia aND NeEIcHBORING COMMUNITIES SINCE 1948

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 am - 8 pm ° Sunday 9 am - 6 pm
OE

33152 W. SEVEN MILE RD » LIVONIA, MI 248.477.4333 (er

USDA Premium
ngus

Porterhouse,
T-Bone &
Delmonico

California California Canadian Cali
Strawberries Blackberries

2/°4 2°3

Joe’s Meat & Seafood
Fresh Grade A ~ All Natural Chicken Leg Quarters 99¢ Ib

Premium

Boneless

Steaks | $999

$799,b

NY Strip
Stea

$69%

Save $2.00 Ib

$7 69
1b Boarla Head|

Save $2.001b

Save $1.00 I

USDA Premium
Choice Angus

b
Save $1.00 Ib

D1etz & Watson
Sal aml

Save $3 00 b

Beef Steak
Tomatoes

99¢

Avocados 5/°5

b

House Prepared
Ready To &rill
Marinated

$799

Marinated
Chicken Kabobs

99

1b
Save $1.00 Ib

Bacon Muenster
Stuffed Chicken

Save $1.00 l::b
DIELL

Joe’s Signature
Rotisserie

Chicken

599 iy

1b
Save $2.00 1b

Save $3.00 lb
Ready Tb Grill

Save $3.00 Ib

JOE'S MEAT

248.477.4323 \ & searoop )

lfornla Cahforma California

Artlchokes

9[54 5[}

Catfish Fillets $5.99 Ib ~ Save $2.00 1b
Wild Caugh‘t
Yellow Fin Tuna
Center Cut | Best Kabobs | or Swordfish

Pork Chops

Aﬂantic
Salmon
5659,

Save $2.00 Ib
Michigan

29

Dietz & Watson ‘
Horseradish Cheddar

Honey \
rkey| |

599 “&'J

Save $2.00 15

Boar’s Head | Dietz & Watson | Joe’s Signature Old Tyme Dearborn
| Three Pepper | Black Forest Yellow or White| Smoked |
Colby Jack ersl)cén Cheese Turkey

b Boark Head

Michigan Made

o RO' [
%ﬁt e Dlgblo Sa%seas

$3 b

New from Frito Lay
Cantina Tostitos!

2/%5

Thin & Crispy or Traditional

Cholula
Hot Sauces

5 0z * Save 80¢ ea:

$299

ch

Dairy Fresh
Shredded Cheeses

2/°4

La Preferida
Refried Beans

Joe's Grilled Salmon

or Grilled Tenderloin
Save $1.00 lb

All Varieties ® 16 t{z$3 i up
Everyday GOURMET CATERING & EVENTS
8%

Gorgonzola or Caribbean

Cole Slaw

Save $1.00 Ib
Potato 4
Pancakes $1 ega

Save 50¢ each.

Zucchini
Corn Cakes

$199

Save $1.00 each

&

Save $1.00 each

Bill Knapps
Dunkers 5 pkg

Vanilla Bavarian
with Fresh Fruit

$1 992 sman
$2999 Large

Save $2.00 eac

Save $2.00 Ib

1b

5991b # \

Save $2.00 16 |

Flavor of the Week;
“Amaretto”
Save $1.00 b 1b
Stop by Cuppa Joe’s Cafe fbr a
Sweet Deal on a tasty cup of Java
99

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Coffee
99

: inos also avai
md]f)e;l: Elac;wemhmg
A
Hg‘:wﬂ@tal;;:y an y$.m5“ki“§

Walnuts

All Sugar 1
Free Pies $ OFF
Apple, Cherry, Peach & Blueberry
$999

Starting at &

JOE’S GOURMET

GRADUATION FPPARTIES
ReEHEARSAL IDDINNERS
PIicNic & WEDDINGS

We are ready 4
for summer catering...
are you?
Call today to
book your special

summer event!
\ 248-4T77-4333 x226 )
~art og bread
248-477-4311 R
OASTED
Elé?;]‘]%?uf:’ ,iln GARLxc BREAD
5
2/ 4 SaLe $1. ()0 eac
PorpPy EAIﬁ‘As'n
Seep LoG SCONES ‘
$59993 5(1( > 50¢ each

- FLower’s From Jlm’s ~ Fresa FLOWERS FOR
ALL Occasions ® A WONDERFUL SELECTION OF
BEAUTIFUL

Cur Bouquers * Custom FResa
ARRANGEMENTS © Bwoumc
Spnng

= 0%
ies Starting at

WINE CELLAR

McManis 9
Wines $89
Layer

Cake Wines$ 1 299
Blackstone

Wines $799

Atwater

$899

Brewery

6 packs
Founders $899
| Brewery :

6 packs
| Wine Dinner at the Marbet

THURSDAY, May 30 ~ 6:30 PM
ApvANCE RESERVATIONS ONLY
|| CaLL MikE 0R LAURA® SEATING 1S LIMITED §

@ 248-477-4333
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RELAYS

Teams look
to track CC

By Dan 0'Meara
Staff Writer

If the 43rd annual Observerland
Relays follow the same pattern as the
previous four competitions, area boys

teams will be chas)ng Novi-Detroit
Cathohc Central again this year.
The Shamrocks will try to main-
tain their claim to the championship
trophy and win their fifth consecu-
tive title in track and field Saturday at
Farmington High School.

The meet begins at3 p.m. wnththe
field events, and the runnin;
start at 6:30.

CCracked up 80pmnts ayear ago
to finish ahead of Farmington (64}
and Salem (63). The top five also
included Livonia’s Stevenson (52) and
Churchill (48).

Salem will be looking to move up
the ladder this time around.

“We have a pmtyba]anced team -
and hope to score in alot of differ-
ent events,” Rocks head coach Steve
Aspinall said. “We are led by our deep
sprint crew who will be looking to run
fast times and try to earn some med-
als. This is a prestigious and fun event
and I know our guys are looking for-
'ward to competing under the lights.”

According to Bob Richardson, vet-
eran Canton coach, a finish in the top
six would be a plus and the Chiefs
‘have talent to score points in numer-
ous events.

“We have some su'ength in some of
the areas, with our high ji J\lmpel’s, long
Jjumpers, pole vaulters,” Ri
son said. “We do have a fairly decent
sprint group as far as the 100, 4-by-
2,4-by-1. We have a couple hurdlers
whn might be able to get in there and
pick up some places.

“The key is the more events you
score in, obviously the higher you
place. That’s how we were success-
ful for so many years when we won it
two or three times in a row. We scored
almost every event.”

Field dominance

Catholic Central coach Tony Mag-
ni acknowledged it won't be easy
to enjoy a repeat performance, cit-

Please see RELAYS, B3

RENA LAVERTY | PLYMOUTH WHALERS

Mike Vellucci of the Plymouth Whalers, shown during a 2012-13 game, has a winning rapport with his
players. It was announced Tuesday that the Farmington native was named OHL Coach of the Year.

Vellucci OHL’s top coach

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

A lot has changed in the
hockey world since Mike Vel-
lucci started coaching the
Plymouth Whalers more than
a decade ago.

But Vellucci, who Tuesday
was named Ontario Hockey
League Coach of the Year for
2012 13, emphasized that it

comes down to coaching:
kids who want to learn and
become the best players they

“It's always evolving, the
game has changed,” said Vel-
lucci Tuesday, during a media
conference call. “I'm matur-
ing as I get older. But still,
you're coaching 16- to 20-
year-olds and it's a lot of fun.

“Most of them, if not all of
them, want to improve every
day and make it to the next
level.”

Vellucci, who won the cov-
eted Matt Leyden Trophy for
the second time in his dozen
years as Whalers coach (he
also won in 2006-07), certain-
ly had a lot of fun this season
— a year capped off by a OHL
West Division title and subse-
quent trip to the Western Con-
ference finals.

Plymouth finished 42-17-54

for 93 points, giving the team
its 12th division title in fran-
chise history. It also put the
Whalers in the playoffs for a
22nd consecutive season and
improved Vellucci’s overall
record to 440-278-40.

Keeping it together

For much of the season, Vel-
lucci had to swap puzzle piec-
es due to World Juniors, play-
ers spending time in the AHL
during the NHL lockout and
injuries.

““We were playing with nine
forwards at times,” Velluc-
ci said. “We either had guys
away at camp or didn't get
some players back in time.
There were injuries. It was
difficult.

‘“We were playing Ryan
Hartman at center, he’s never
played center before. ... Those
are the times, the struggles
that make you stronger as
a team and we got through
those times.”

For as thrilling a ride it was
to helm a team that went 27-
5-0-1 in the second half, fol-
lowed by three exciting play-
off rounds, the 46-year-old
from Farmington talked at
length about how a team filled
with NHL prospects put aside
€gos to root for a teammate.

Vincent Trocheck, a valu-
able midseason acquisition
from Saginaw, needed three
points on March 17 at Wind-
sor to claim the OHL scoring
title.

“Every single guy on that
ice was trying to get Vince
the puck to get his points,”
Vellucci noted. “... There
was no jealousy whatsoev-
er, everybody wanted Vince
to win that award. It was just
great to see as a coach, all
that hard work you put in to
make sure that kids believe it
is a team game and not indi-
vidual.

“To see that happen was
probably my favorite moment
of the whole year.”

One of the best
Several Plymouth players
were pretty happy to see their
coach get lofty honors, too.
“He did a lot for me, person-
ally,” said forward and Otta-
wa Senators prospect Ste-
fan Noesen. “He believed in
me when nobody else did.
He's one of the best coach-
es who have ever worked in
the league and you definite-
1y learn a lot from him from
start to finish.”

Please see VELLUCCI, B4

Salem enjoys scoring surge on Senior Day

Chiefs crush
Rocks, 10-5

Canton builta 7-1 half-
time lead Monday night
and went on to posta 10-
5 victory over Salem ina
KLAA varsity girls lacrosse:
matchup.

Annelise Niermann
spearheaded the win
with four goals. Contrib-
uting three each were
Kelly Harris and Cassidy
Tucker. Also scoring was
Alexis O'Flynn.

“| was very pleased
with how we controlled
the ball and were patient
for scoring opportuni-
ties,” Canton head coach
Dave Bower said. “We
had some really beauti-
ful pass-shoot-and score
plays, with four goals
coming off assists.”

Defensive standouts
for the Chiefs included se-
nior co-captains Meredith
White and Laura Murphy,
along with senior Nicole
Farley, allowing just three
Salem shots on goal in
the first half.

Midfielders Niermann,
Tucker, junior Anika Nuler
and sophomore Jordan
Church also played well
in transition.

Salem grid
meeting May 6

All new players to the
Salem football program
(indluding incoming
freshmen) are invited to
attend a player/parent
orientation meeting, 7-8
p.m. Monday in the Sa-
lem High School presen-
‘tation room.

The meeting will be an

opportunity to receive
valuable information be-
fore the mandatory May
15 “Kick-Off" meeting.

For the latter, slated
for 7-8 p.m. in the Salem
auditorium, all 2013 foot-
ball players (plus one par-
ent each) must attend to
gamer information, meet
coaches, find out about
summer schedules and

(734) 4167768 or e-mail
him at football salem-
rocks@gmail.com.

+ ByTim Smith “We’re a senior- ¢
satf it laden team this  Ladywood's
Sophomore Noah Will- ear, most of the o
er succinctly summed :Ztre;’ggth talent- go" outlng
up how important Sat- . i Livonia Ladywood's
urday’s Senior Day was wise is in that 20th annual golf outing
ll:mn:;;arsuy boys class and we will be Monday, June 24,
“It was Senior Day, so wanted to send g‘hygag‘;‘m JohrsC Road,
we wanted to wua l\;\lrg for them out with South Lyon. The costis
our seniors,” sail i
er, who merely tallied a a great Senior ::Egrpaels'l?og:emgolfe;o(
;ﬁm—lealdéi_x;g six goals in Day.” four-person scramble.
_ Salem’s romp over
Ann Arbor Gabriel Rich- PAULIEWE RS (m"w LTS
ard at Plymouth-Canton S E 11am. (ncludes barbe-
Educational Park. cue lunch buffet witha
Salem (8-2) really for Phil Sutfin, too,” Will-  shotgun startat 1 p.m.
poured it on in the fourth er said. “He has aconcus- A cocktail reception, sit-
quarter, scoring seven sion, so he wasn't play- down dinner and silent
times to completely blow ing." auction are also included,
the non-conference tilt Salem head coach Paul along with contests and
open. g Saturday was Senior Day for Salem's varsity boys lacrosse team and the Rocks celebrated ~ Nemzek said the seniors prizes. Hole sponsorships
Willer said the young- by pelting visiting Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard 18-5. In the top row (from left) are head carried the load against are also available. For
erplayers wanted toget  coach Paul Nemzek, Turner Solterman, Cameron Hussey, Jake Perkins, Justin Oldani and Gabriel Richard. more information, call
it done for the squad’s assistant coach Pete Kimmel. In the bottom row (from left) are senior captains Patrick “We're a senior-laden the Ladywood athletic
eight seniors, led by Kretschmer, Phil Sutfin, Brandon Lee and PJ Rogers. team this year, most of department at (734) 591-
goalie Justin Oldani the strength talent-wise 2323; or e-mail ath-
and co-captains Patrick Sutfin. Jake Perkins and Turner  ic and academic accom- is in that class and we letic director Sal Malek at
Kretschmer, PJ Rogers, The remaining seniors Solterman. All eight were plishments. SMalek@ladywood.org.
Brandon Lee and Phil include Cameron Hussey, honored for their athlet- “And we wanted towin  Please see LACROSSE, B2 ;
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enjoys a
new car
ride...

New;, Pre-Owned
and Refinanced Auto Loans

Plus, get S75 in cash!*

@ Call us at 800.287.0046 or 313.336.1534
& Call our 24/7 Loan Center at 866.398.6660
%@ Stop by the Credit Union, 7 Days a Week
%8° Visit us at corrﬁnunityalliancecu.org

"2 COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

CREDIT UNION
Youn Guide To Financial Succass

Livonia Office - Open 7 Days
(At Newburgh)
37401 Plymouth Road
Livonia, MI 48150
734.464.8079

Dearborn Office
(Inside AAA Headquarters)
1 Auto Club Drive
Dearborn, MI 48126
313.336.1534
800.287.0046

15 vic istory, You'll eceive.

is disbursed, Jfor boai and
matercycle loans. No additional discounts av elble for the L.99% rate.

Offer ends 6/30/13.
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Dave Gerlach is getting
used to watching world-

class athletes come
through for his Salem
varsity girls track and
field team.

Such was the case
again Saturday at the
Oxford Invitational. The
Rocks (60 points) placed
third out of 23 teams
in a highly competitive
field and set three school
record in the process.
Finishing 1-2 were Roch-
ester Adams and Walled
Lake Central, with 92 and
72 points, respectively.

Junior Kayla Kavulich
set new Salem standards
in the 800 run (2:15.17;
and 1,600 run (5:02.08),
coming in second and
third, respectively, in
those events.

Also, the 400-meter
relay team of Sarah Mar-
tin, Shekinah Johnson,
Nancy Krutty and Khy-
li Ray set a record with a
time of 50:42, also second
place overall.

“A great competition
and venue brought out
the best in our ladies

today,” said Gerlach,
in his first season as

the team’s head coach.
“Big-time athletes know.
when it's time to step up
and they did that today,

Salem's Kayla Kavulich set two school records at the Ox-

ford Ins

Salem enjoyed several
other solid performanc-
es, including a fourth-
place finish in the 1,600-

breaking three school meter relay by Anya
records during the com- 0, Alexdra Davis, Ray
petition. and Kavulich.
“Finishing thlrd ata In field events, Dana
this cal- regis-

iberis unpresswe and

a true testimony of how
this core group of ath-
letes is really setting the
tone for the rest of the
team.”

VOICES & VIEWS:
COMMENT ONLINE

Shores Golf Club
180 * Howell

w0 sy cthr o e oo

WEEKEND $ 00

18 holes w/carl
pronivey

et Mhnum
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tered a second-place fin-
ishin the discus, with
teammate Rebecca Fal-
zon taking sixth. Krutty
came in third in the pole
vault and Shara Long’s
finished sixth in the shot

ut.

Ray (third, 100 dash),
Alexandra Davis (sixth,
200 dash) and Johnson
(seventh, 100 dash) also
placed.

SALEM 99, SOUTH LYON
38: On Tuesday the visiting
Rocks |mpmved 0 4-0 on the
seasor

ey bérformersidabelid
Annie Patterson (3,200
run), Chineze Mbango
(long jump), Khyli Ray (100
dash), Dana Blankenship.
(discus), Shara Long (shot
put), Rebecca Falzon (discus),
Kayla Kavulich (200, 400
dash), Shannon Flynn (1,600
run), Anya Cho (800 run),

Krutty (pole vault) and
high jumpers Kelly Whalen,

Morgan Tilley and Jamyra
Wilson.

“We wanted to go into
South Lyon and take care of
business while working on a
few things before the con-
ference finals," Salem coach
Dave Gerlach said. “We did
that and got o see some
things in our preparation.”

Salem senior PJ Rogers (No.
Saturday’s victory over Ann

LACROSSE

Continued from page B

wanted to send them out
with a great Senior Day,”
Nemzek said. “We had
great weather and they
played a great game. Our
seniors really led us to
victory today.”

Kretschmer scored
five goals and collected
seven assists, while Lee
contributed four goals
and three assists along
with an 18-3 record on
faceoffs.

Rogers scored one goal
and added three helpers,
with junior Parker God-
frey connecting for two

als

oals.

“He's our faceoff lead-
er,” Nemzek said about
Lee. “He’s been a tre-
mendous leader for us
all year and just a great
faceoff guy.”

Nemzek said having
such a force on faceoffs
is a major reason for the

7) carries the ball during
Arbor Gabriel Richard.

kind of offense the Rocks
displayed Saturday.

“It means everything.
As long as you have the
ball, the other team can’t
score,” Nemzek said.

“It lets us run through
our offense and dictate
what happens through-
out the game and declare
the pace of the game and
we dld a good job of that
today.”

Although Senior Day
went as well as it possibly
could have, Nemzek and
the team knows plenty
of challenges are around
the corner. For starters,
the Rocks visit KLAA
thorn-in-the-side North-
ville on Wednesday.

“They just kept playing
hard,” he said. “We know
we have a long road ahead
of us and we said we
wanted to play our best
lacrosse in May and May
is upon us. We're going in
the right direction.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 4694128

ONLINE

CHECK US OUT D
hometownlife@com |



online at he

life.com
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ing quality opposition and
the absence of senior hur-
dler Josh Gandy, who hds

a hamstring i injury. Gandy
helped CC win the shuttle
hurdles relay last year.

“One thing people don't
realize, when we get to
this meet, is we're at a dis-
advantage, because we
don’t have any pole vault,”
Magni said. “People say,
'ItsCCthlsandOC!hat"
We're in a hole before we
even begin.

The Shamrocks have
found a way to make up
the deficit, however, on
the track and with superb
performances in the field
events.

Junior Dylan Roney and
senior David Houle, who
will play football at Har-
vard, weré on the teams
that won the shot putand
discus last year. They will
be joined by Shane Cam-
pau in both events.

Senior Jack Malmnws-

ki of Farmington
(Our Lady of Sormws) isa
multi-talented athlete who
will play a key role for the
Shamrocks again.

He anchored the shuttle
hurdles team and helped
CC get second place in the
high jump and 1,600 relay.
He'll do those events and
the 110-meter hurdles.

*Jack is our work-
horse,” Magni said. “Jack
has been on the team four
years and has done a great
job for the school.”

CChasbeengreatly .
helped in the spnnts by
the addition of senior Dan
Jassop, a first-year mem-

T of the team. On the flip
side, Magni said he had a
4:25 miler who decided not
to run this year.

“‘One area we'll be
strong is with our shot
put and discus throw-
ers,” Magni said. “We'll do
well there. Our high jump
is not bad. We've got one
good jumper and, hopeful-
ly, we'll geta couple guys
to go with him.”

He added the Shamrocks
are more consistent in the
long jump and could score

THE BIG EVENT

WHAT: 43rd annual
Observerland Boys Track &
Field Relays.

WHEN: Saturday, May 4.
Field events begin at3
p.m. Running prelims are
at 6 p.m. and the finals at
6:30 p.m.

WHERE: Farmington High
School, 32000 Shiawas-
see (just west of Orchard
Lake Road between Grand
River Avenue and Ten Mile
Road)

WHO: Novi Detroit Catho- -

lic Central, defending
champion; Farmington,
Salem, Livonia Stevenson,
Livonia Churchill, Livonia
Franklin, Canton, Livonia
Clarenceville, Plymouth,

well there, too.

“We have three guys in
the mid 18-feet range,”
he said. “Usually, that wil
put you in the top three or
four, hupefully ]

Magni said he has sume
pretty good distan
ners, but he can't afford t0
run them in more than one
event each.

““That’s a tough meet to
double, the way the order
of events are,” he said.
“But I have enough dis-
tance kids, if I can put
them in the right spots,
we'll do well in the dis-
tance events.

“I don't know if we can
‘win any of those (sprint
races), but we'll put a pret-
ty good team together to
fight for second, third or
fourth place.”

The Shamrocks, who are
4-0in dual meets, also won
the Patriot Relays at Livo-

on April 13,
and they were third Fri-
day at the Jackson Invite
behind the top two teams
in the state, East Kent-
wood and Saline.

Though the school is
now in Novi, CC has been
a fixture at the Observer-
land Relays since the late
1970s when it was located

in Redford.

“T'm always thankful
when they invite us back,”
Magni said. “It's a great
meet and the kids look for-
ward toit.

Canton vaults to

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Canton enjoyed a field
day — literally — at the
expense of host Westland
John Glenn on Tuesday.

The Chiefs defeated the
Rockets 101-36 for their
first dual meet victory
of the season after three
losses.

Canton broke it wide
open in the field events,

ich took place at the
end of the meet, securing
a42-3 edge

“They put all the field
events at the bottom of the
sheet," Richardson said.
“It was much closer until
we had the field events
and then we swept four
out of five field events.

“I'm happy for our guys
(to get the win), we were
close a couple times.”

Richardson said sever-
al double winners keyed
the win.

“If I had to nominate an
athlete of the day it would
have to be (senior
tam) James Hildre

Hﬂdreth had “the big-
gest day of his career”
‘with firsts in the pole vault
(10-feet, 6-inches), 100
hurdles (17.7 seconds), 300
hurdles (42.3) and as part
of the 1,600-meter relay.

Other double winners
included Olaniyi Owag-
bemi in shot put and dis-
cus (39-10, 1104, respec-
tively), Jamal Dixon (high
jump, 6-6; long jump, 20-
1.5) and Evan Dunklee
(1,600 run, 4:51.5; 3,200
run, 10:39).

“This gives us more con-
fidence than what we've
been feeling lately,” Rich-
ardson said. “Not used to
what happened to us in the
first month. But agam our
kids rose to the occasion
today. ,,, Colby Morris had
abig day, Evan Dunklee

»he

Farmington Harrison,
Northville, Westland John
Glenn, Redford Union,
Redford Thurston, Garden
City, Wayne Memorial.
Schools listed in order of
2012 finish.
RELAY EVENTS: Shot put,
discus, high jump, long
jump, pole vault, 6,400
meters, distance medley

* (800, 400, 1,200, 1,600),
800, 3,200, sprint medley
(400, 200, 200, 400), shut-
tle hurdles, 400 and 1,600.
OPEN EVENTS: 110-meter
high hurdles, 1,600 run
and 100 dash.
COST: The price for admis-
sion is $5 for adults, $3 for
students (non-college); chil-
dren 4 and under will be
admitted free of charge.

“They know a lot of the
kids they’re competing
against. They live in the
same neighborhood. It's
kinda like bragging rights
for us and them.

“We're going to have our
work cut out for us. But
we'll show up. I just know
we won' 't win the pole
vault.”

The host Falcons have
finished second to CC

‘ee years running.
They've lost many good
athletes since then, but
they're getting better
after a slow start, accord-
ing to coach Charles
Bridges.

Drew Lindman, who
helped the Falcons win the
3,200 and 6,400 relays last
year, is back. Josh Craven,
‘who was third in the high
hurdles, and Paolo Guar-
ano, who also was in the
3,200 relay, will be there
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'Cats Melnick powers win

Plymouth junior Kyle
Melnick demonstrat-
ed Tuesday why he is
emerging as a key mem-
ber of the Wildcats' var-
sity boys golf team.
Melnick parlayed long
shots off the tee into co-
medalist honors at Fox
Hills with a 37 to spark
Plymouth’s 157-180 vic-
tory over Livonia Frank-
lin.

Sharing top honors
were senior Ryan Rieck-
hoff and junior Chris
Kozler, each with 37.

“I think Kyle Melnick
was the featured player
today in terms of turn-
ing in an outstanding set
of nine holes,” Plymouth
head coach Nick Bran-
don said. “He was hover-
ing around par most of
the afternoon.

“He is a powerful play-
er, probably the biggest
hitter on the team. His
power really showed
through today.”

Junior Evan Chipman
tallied a 41 for the Wild-
cats, while juniors Alex
Decker and Jack Maren-
tic made their varsity
debuts with respective
scores of 41 and 42.

Suntel Invite

On Monday at Bir-
mingham Country Club,
Plymouth finished third
at the Suntel Invitation-
al with 304 strokes, with
Canton not far behind
with 310.

BILL BRESLER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton's Brent Perry,
shown from a tournament
last season, sank his first
hole-in-one at Monday’s
Suntel Invite.

. Capturing the event:
was Novi-Detroit Catho-
lic Central with 292, fol-
lowed by White Lake
Lakeland (297).

Tourney medalist was
Plymouth senior Kyle
Rodes, with a 68.

“I was proud of the
way our guys played
against some very stiff
competition,” Brandon
said. “Far and away,
this was the best field
we've played in this
season.”

Rieckhoff chipped in
with a 78 at the invite

with Chipman and junior
John Tatti each register-
ing 79s.

For the Chiefs, Donnie
Trosper led the way with
a 72, followed by Tyler
McMahan (75), Chris
Dooley (81), Brent Per-
ry (82) and Alex Cham-
pagne (87).

Canton’s highlight was
a hole-in-one by Perry.
He used a 9-iron on the
166-yard No. 7 hole.

PCEP RYDER CUP: The
Plymouth Wildcats won
Friday’s PCEP Ryder Cup.
event at Fox Hills, with 72
strokes.

In second with 79 was Can-
ton, followed by Salem, 82.
For Plymouth, Kyle Rodes

and Ryan Rieckhoff shot a
34 and 38, respectively.

For Canton, Donnie Trosper
shot a 37 with Alex Cham-
pagne chiming in with a 42.

Salem’s top golfer was
Brady Cole, with a 40, fol-
lowed by Brian Patterson’s

Plymouth also finished first
(either all alone or in a tie)
in three other events.

Results were as follows:

* Alternate Shot: 1. Plym.
outh (Evan Chlpman Chns
Kozler), 36; 2. Canton (Chris
Dooley-Noah Lindlbauer),
39 3. Salem (Jake Sealy-Nate

ass), 41.
st Bal 1. (tie) Plym-
outh (John Tatti-Jack
Marentic), 37; 1. (tie) Salem
(Connor Cole-Jake Lang), 37;
3. Canton (Tyler McMahan-
Brent Perry), 3

armile: 1. Plymouth
(Alex Decker-Kyle Melnick),
34; 2. (tie) Canton (Canez
Schenk-Andrew
pagne), 35; 2. (he) Salem
(Nick Danis-Jack McCor-

GIRLS TENNIS RESULTS

Saturday, too.

“This meet will give
some of our better ath- s
letes a chance bk PLYMOUTH 3
against a group of com- April 30 at Pl
petitive individuals and No. 1 singles: Aimee Mocdia
teams,” Bridges said. (LS) defeated Keerthi Chekuri,

i ; No. 2: Caroline Hay (L5)

Harrison, which end def. Miranda Cerny, 6-1, 6-1;
ed Farmington's nine-year  3:ayra shureb (LS) del
reign as the city champi- Duraiswamy, 6-3, 6-
on, will be good in the hur-  Batool Hussain (L5) et ariow
dlés and sprints, and it zus‘eklm)in, 36, 7-5 (104 super-

BIC reaker).

al.so has some ability inthe  “yo'q doubles: Arryn Do-
distance events. enetz-Sam DiGlovanni (LS)

Tim Smith contributed to this
report.

first win

ch
def. Sarah Gamble-Swetha
Duraiswamy, 6-3, 6-1; No. 2:
Josie Abdulbaki-Shelby Seay
(Ls) def. Amber Maroudis-
Emma Mullenax, 7-6, 6-0; No.
3: Amber Tseng-Teahn Horton

(P) def. Maddie Oumen(o-)uh
Grammatico, 64, 6-2; No. 4: Ally.
Cizek-Kym Facto (P) def. Sarah

o

rse-Sam Cyrus,

5t Shannon Huff Hannah Co-

bane (P) def. Caitlin McCamant-
Clairéssa Smith, 6-3, 6-0.

Dual match records: Steven-

son, 33 overall; Plymoum 51

overall,

SOUTH LYON 0

April 29 at Salem
No. 1 singles: Ashley Walker
(5) def. Amanda Montrief, 6-0,
&2iNo. 2: Chelses Yu (<) et

Hannah Munzenberger,

6-0; No. 3: Tiffany Chen (s) def.
Kaitlyn Osterdale, 6-0, 6-2; No.
4:Kylie Enright (5) def. Hannah

Dean, 6-1, 6-2.
o.

ol Kylie Flynn (5)
def. Madeline Herzog- Ashley
Pogue, 6:3, 6-1; No. 3: Rachel
Hershock-Kendall Berghofer (5)
def. Sarah Hawkins-Onnalee
Lach, 60, 6-1; No. 4: Natasha
Consul-Courtney Simpson ()
def. Kaitlan Richter-Devon
Schaffer, 6-2, 6-3; No. 5: Ashmi
Nagar-Madison Kulik (5) def,
Ashley Koltz-Amanda Wandrie,

Dual match records: Salem,
43 overall, 4-2 KLAA Central
Division,

SPORTS ROUNDUP

had a big day. I could go on
and on.” - i
Morris tallied seconds  Wildcats skill Golf May 5 for google.com/site/canton-
inthe 100and 200 dashes  camp set Miracle League cardinals700/)
with times of 11.2and 22.4, of Plymouth 7
respectively. Richardson The Plymouth Wildcats Drive 4 UR
noted that Morrisactual-  football skills camp is The 12U Canton Car- School
ly tied first-place Jaron set to take place from dinals travel baseball *
l-‘lournuy but “he got out- Monday, June 24 through team is going to bat for Blackwell Ford in
leaned” at the wire. Wednesday, J\me 26 at The Miracle League of Plymouth is partner-
The Chiefsexcelledin  the Plymouth ymouth and i ingup with the Salem
the relays, particularly the Educational Pm-k varsity.  ty who like to Li kers Booster
quartet of Morris, Jac turf field. golf are invited to do the  Club for the “Drive 4 UR
Mallad, Anthony Tillman Sessions are as follows: = same. School” program, slated
and Alan Jones. That unit  5-to-7 p.m, for young- On Sunday, May 5, at to take place 11a.m. to 8
finished first in the 400 sters entering grades 5-9; The Inn at St. John's, p m. on Thursday, May
relay (45.7) and 800 relay 7-to-9 p.m. for those in the Cardinals will host a
(1:32.7). grades 10-12 this fall. charity golf outing. The goal is to raise
“We like that little unit, * Speaking of Cost is $120 per golf-  -$6,000 for the Salem
they work hard every day:  Plymouth football, a er for the four-person high school football pro-

on their exchanges,” Rich-
ardson said. “I think we're
going to get faster. I hope
they’re ready for Satur-
day because that’s the line-
up we'll use at Observer-
land.”

mandatory parent/play-
er meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 14 in
the cafeteria. Ninth
graders will meet from
6-t0-7:30 p.m. followed
by players entering
grades 10-12 from 7:30-

(734)463.4128

t0-9 p.m.

paperwork will be
issued and team  expec-
tations expl;

TRACK & FIELD RESULTS

5. (tie) Fam\mglcn Harrison
and Royal Oak, 25; 7. North
Farmington, 25; 8, Dearbom
Edsel Ford, 20; 9, Troy Athens,
14;10. Westland John Glenn,
12.

6,400-meter relay: 1. Milford
(Monagle, Black, Duddell,

- Graves), 18:25.29; 2. Royal
Oak, 18:27.21; nton (Tom
Walkinshaw, Ammar Chishti,
Billy Toth, Evan Dunklee),
19:39.09; 4. Edsel Ford, 19:42.0;
5. Novi, 19:51.84; 6. John Glenn,

203972
Shuttle hurdles: 1. Harrison
(Reed, Onen, Forest, Ojemu-
dia), 1:04.18; 2. Novi, 1:06.5;
3. Milford, 1:09.12; 4. Canton
(Ryan Jimenez, Bryan East-
man, Andrew Stephens, James
Hildreth), 1:09.21; 5. Edsel Ford,
1:11.56; 6. Royal Oak, 1:15.37.
relay: 1. Novi (Taha,
Qadeer, Daly, Love), 1:32.2; 2.
Brother Rice, 1:32.8; 3. Canton
(Colby Morris, Jacob Mallad,
Anthony Tillman, Alan Jones),

1345; 4. Milford, 1:347; 5,
John Glenn, 1:349; 6. North
Farmington, 1:38.3,

Raider Relay: 1. Brother Rice
(Carey, Wile, Penni
Smith), 5:503; 2. North Farm-
mg\on 5:57.0; 3. Edsel Ford,

6:04.8; 4. Milford, 6:04.9; 5.

Harrison, 6:06.6; 6. John Glenn,
6099,

medley: 1. Brother Rice
{Blge: By, Ok Pice.

th, Morris S
2:36.56; 5. Royal Oak, 2:39.52; 6.
Harrison, 24043, _

Distance : 1. Novi
(Baeza, Sutton, Hall, Barnes),
10:43.7; 2. Royal Oak, 10:48.7; 3.
Milford, 10:53.8; 4. Brother Rice,
11:145; 5. North Farmington,
11:17.7; 6. Edsel Ford, 11:18.4.
400 r: 1. Nowi (U, Taha,
Daly, Love), 44.18; 2. Brother

4438; 3. Canton (Morris,
Mallad, Tillman, Jones), 45.9;
4. Milford, 45.9; 5. John Glenn,
46.18; 6. Athens, 46.21.

1,600 relay: 1. Brother Rice
(ulger, Wile, Price, Fiynn),
3:27.8; 2. Royal Oak, 3:326; 3.
Milford, 3:33.8; 4. Nowi, 3:33.9;
S. John Glenn, 3:38.2; 6. Canton

(Isaac Pennock, Hildreth, Billy
Nicholson, Stephens), 3:
Pole vault: 1. North Farming-
on, 34-0; 2. Novi, 34-0; 3. John

Glenn, 27-0; 4. Canton (Kyle
Zander, Jimenez, Ted Lana), 22-
6; 5. Harrison, 21-6; 6. Milford,
190,

Shot put: 1. Novi (Ballard,
Summers, Sayles), 1309.25; 2.
Mifford, 129-11.25; 3. Brother
Rice, 126-11.25; 4. Athens, 120-
6;5. North Farmington, 119-7;
6. Canton (Olaniyi Owagbemi,
Adam Armesto, Austin Lynn),
112:225.

Discus: 1. Brother Rice (An-
derson, Grisan, Norris), 394-6;
2. Athens, 366-0; 3. Milford,
351-8; 4. Novi, 319-11; 5. N
Farmington, 319-5; 6. Edsel

High 1. Canton (Davon
Taylor, Akil Wade, Jamal Dixon),
17-10; 2. Milford, 17-4; 3. Harri-

58-11.5; 2. Harrison, 56-3.75;
3. Novi, 55-1; 4. Edsel Ford,
52-1.25; 5. Canton (Dixon,
Stephens, limenez), 51-8.25; 6.
North Farmington, 51-5.

For information on the
skills camp and parent/
player meetings, go to
‘www.plymouthwildcats-
football.com to down-
load a camp brochure or
for more information.
Questions can be direct-
ed to Plymouth coach
Mike Sawchuk at (734)
765-1766.

scramble format. That
fee takes care of 18
holes of golf, lunch and
dinner and prizes.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the event
will be earmarked for
the Miracle League,
which “provides oppor-
tunities for all children
with special needs to
play baseball regardless
of their abilities.”

The Inn at St. John's
is located at 44045 Five
Mile Road in Plymouth.

For additional informa-
tion, contact Paul Cas-
satta at (734) 377-1380 or
paulc826@gmail.com or
g0 to the Cardinals web-
site to download a reg-
istration form (sites.

gram, by test driving a
Ford vehicle that day.
Blackwell will donate
$20 to the program per
test drive, with that
money earmarked to help
purchase new equipment,
improve football facilities
and provide necessary
supplies for players.
Blackwell Ford is locat-
ed at 41001 Plymouth
Road. For more informa-
tion, call Blackwell Ford
at (734) 453-1100 or e~
mail Salem Linebackers
Booster Club vice presi-
dent David Kwiecinski
(dkwiecini@ford.com) or
Jim Whyte, Blackwell’s
new vehicle general sales
manager (jimwhyte@
blackwellford.com).

Salem boys prevail in boys track

Salem defeated South
Lyon 70-67 Tuesday ina
KLAA varsity boys track
and field dual meet.

‘The Rocks (2-2) fea-
tured several strong per-
formances, including
Michael Hoover, who
anchored both winning
sprint relay teams and
was second in the shot put
and discus.

Joining Hoover on the
relays were Sean Davis,
Steven Homrich, Drake
Jordan and Gu-woin
Ingram. Jordan also was

victorious in the 100 dash
and placed second in the
long jump.

In the 3,200-meter relay,
the tandem of Jeremy
Drouillard, Patrick Casey,
Alex Creekmore and Riley
Doxtader finished first.

Miles Mason finished
first in the 110 hurdles
with Justin Broughman
third, as the Rocks scored
some depth points.

Likewise, Jon Hoeschele
and Evan Bruyere went 2-
3in the 400 and the Rocks
swept the pole vault

(Chris Dierker, Austin
Whitted, Dhruv Patel).

In other showings, Don-
ovan Drouillard placed
third in the 1,600 run and
second in the 3,200 while
Brendan McCann came in
third in the two-miler.

Meanwhile, Creekmore
won the 800 run and Rus-
sell Sharpe finished third
with Sean Davis and I'Van
Rhodes 2-3 in the 200.
Mick Girardot finished
second in the pole vault
and Devin Cameron took
third in the shot put
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Hot-hitting Chiefs on roll

Canton parlayed a big
weekend into even more
success to open the week.

The Chiefs went 5-0 to
win the Macomb Clas-
sic and followed up with
Monday’s 6-2 win over
South Lyon in a KLAA
crossover varsity soft-
ball matchup

In Monday's victory,
the Chiefs (8-0 overall,
3-0in the KLAA) were
sparked by Paige Ares-
3-for-3 day at the
plate, including two hom-
ers, Aresco drove in
three runs.

Also having a big day
was winning pitcher
Hanna Warren, who hom-
ered and drove in two
while going 2-for-3 at the
plate.

At the Macomb Classic,
the Chiefs held off Troy
9-8 in the only game that
was closely contested.
Aresco went 2-for-4 with
two RBI while others to
chip in on offense were
Hannah Shuler (hom-
er, two RBI) and Kaitlyn
Keys (two RBI, double).

GIRLS SOFTBALL

Following are high-
lights from the other
tourney wins:

* Canton 8, Yale 1: Ken-
dyl Richter went 3-for-3
with to RBI: Halee War-
ren had a double and tri-
ple in three at-bats to
support winning pitcher
Shuler.

 Canton 2, Fraser 0:
Winning pitcher Kenna
Payne benefited from the
offense of Aresco (2-for-
3), Richter (1-for-3, one
RBI) and Elizabeth Yag-
er (1-for-2, one RBI).

* Canton 5, Anchor Bay
3: Swinging big bats for
the Chiefs were Jessica
Webster (2-for-4, hom-
er, two RBI) and Hanna
Warren (2-for-5, homer).

* Canton 6, Eisenhow-
er 0: Catherine Porter
went 1-for-2 and drove
in a run while Shuler (1-
for-2, two RBI) and Web-
ster (1-for-2, two RBI)
chipped in on offense.
Earning the shutout win
was Shuler.

PLYMOUTH 3, STEVEN-
SON 0: Brooke Senkbeil
went 2-for-2 and drove in
a run while Elaine Gerou
singled in a run and Lindsay
Lutton singled twice in

wo at-bats as the Wildcats
prevailed Monday against
Livonia Stevenson.

Sophomore pitcher Mikay-
ela Marciniak earned the
win, scattering three hits,
welking one batter and strik-

Ir’\& out fc

ERCY INVITE: Plymouth
split four games at the recent
Mercy Invitational, but really
had the offense rolling in 18-
0 wins over Dearborn Divine
child and Ann Arbor Skyline.

Against Divine Child, big
days were enjoyed by Braoke
Senkbell (3-for3, six RBI),
Elaine Gerou (3-for-4, three
RBI), Brittney Miller (3-for-4,
three RBI) and Celeste Miller

(3-for-3), Gerou pitched for
Plymouth, giving up just two.
hits while fanning five.

In the rout of Skyline,
senkbeil homered and drove
in three, Kayla Rebain had
a 4-for-4 showing including
a homer and five RBl and
Gerou went 4-for-5. Other
Wildcats with multiple hits
included Lindsay Lutton (-
for-4), Bri Giordano (2-for-2),
Miller (2-for-4) and Mikayela
Marciniak (two doubles, one
single).

VELLUCCI

Continued from page B1

Defenseman and cap-
tain Colin MacDonald
said Vellucci’s “results
don't lie and he’s con-
tinued to be a great
coach year after year
and always puts togeth-
er successful teams. I'm
really excited for him
individually to win this
award.”

Vellucci becomes the
10th coach in OHL histo-
Ty to win the award. The
list includes Hockey Hall
of Fame member Brian
Kilrea of the Ottawa 67s,
former Whalers coach
Peter DeBoer (who won
in 1998-99 and 1999-2000)
and George Burnett
(Niagara Falls).

“I'm very honored to
be in the same category
as those guys,” he said.

He made sure to share

accolades for the award
with the rest of the orga-
nization — especially
team owner Pete Karma-
nos for bringing him into
the Compuware youth
hockey fold in the early
1990s.

“I have a great own-
er in Pete Karmanos who
gave me the opportuni-
ty to start coaching here
12 years ago and work in
the greatest developmen-
tal league in the world,”
Vellucci said. “He gave
me a chance as a 26-year-
old, 21 years ago. I owe
him everything.

“It’s a great organi-
zation to be part of and
I'm just privileged that
I'm still here and able to
work for a great owner
in a great league.”

Family ties
Meanwhile, Velluc-

ci (also president and

general manager of the

Whalers) said he is look-

ing forward to the OHL
awards ceremony this
June in Toronto and shar-
ing the big moment with
his family more than he
was able to in 2007 when
Plymouth won the OHL
championship.

“I think it was in the
middle of the playoffs
that that was announced
(in 2007).” Vellucci said.
“I had so much on my
plate I didn’t get to enjoy
it to be honest with you.
My family wasn’t able to
g0 to the award show in
Toronto in June, it was
the middle of school.

... This year I'm hop-
ing they’ll be at the
awards ceremony. It def-
initely makes it more
special right now and my
kids are 10 and 15 and
they understand what it
is and you can share it
with them.”

tsmith®hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

online at hometownlife.com
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Salem’s Justin Sydlowski crosses home plate during a varsity baseball game earlier this
season. The Rocks did plenty of scoring in a Saturday twinbill against Milan.

Rocks pour on offense

Saturday tournaments
agree with Salem’s var-
sity baseball team. The
host Rocks enjoyed a
sweep of Milan, win-
ning 10-0 (in a mercy-rule
shonened game) and 14-

ln the opener, Tyler
Brooks earned his first
varsity win, going all five
innings and allowing just
two hits.

At the plate, senior
third baseman Kyle
Penn had two doubles
and a single and two RBI
while Demetrius Dun-
lap and Jack Driscoll
chipped in with two hits
each. Dunlap knocked in
three runs and Driscoll
tallied two RBI, as did
Josh Penn and Brandon

Gillen.

Salem kicked it off with
four runs in the first and
never looked back.

The nightcap was a
sloppy affair, with each
team committing sev-
en errors. But Salem pre-
vailed, thanks to five
runs in the fourth and

three each in the fifth and
sixth.

Jeremy St. Laurent was
the winning pitcher, with
a save going to Austin Sil-
letti.

Sophomore Gillen had
abig day on offense, fea-
turing a three-run homer
to left for his first Salem
round-tripper. Gillen tal-
lied three hits, scored
three times and drove in
five runs.

Senior second base-
man Aaron Moore also
had three hits and drove
in the go-ahead run in the
bottom of the sixth with a
double.

GLENN 6, SALEM 3: On
Monday, Westland John Glenn
(10-2, 3-1) scored five times in
the second inning to beat the.
host Rocks in a Kensington
Conference crossover.

Clark Boston, Chris Scheffer
and Adam Singleton each
drove in runs during the

Sa?em cut the deficit to 5-3 in
the fourth, but Glenn starter

ano-out bases loaded jam
thanks to a double play when
aSalem runner was ruled out
after tagging up too soon on

asacrifice fly.

Wheeler went the first 5.2 in-
nings allowing all three runs.
Daniel Ammons came on to
get the final four outs

Brandon Gillen had two RBI
for Salem, while starter Nick
March, who gave up five runs
on six hits, took the loss.

Colin Pietron pitched 3

innings of solid relief to keep
Salem in the ballgame but the
Rocks left too many runners

on base.

STEVENSON 3, PLYM-
OUTH 2: Travis Harvey went
2-for-3 and stole home for the
game-winning run to propel
Livonia Stevenson (8-3, 4-0) to
the Kensington Conference
crossover win Monday ovi
the visting Wildeats (4.3, 2.3)

Mike Vomastek also went
2-for-3 withan R8I, while
Josh DeYonker also knocked
in a run for the victorious
Spartans.

Winning pitcher Jake Semak
worked the first 6.1 innings,
allowing two runs on four
hits and six walks. He struck

six.
Mike Kanitra came on for
the final two outs to earn the

ve.
Plymouth starter Kevin An-
thony went all seven innings,
allowing three runs on six hits
and four walks. He struck out

two.
Brian Schmid and Brandon
‘Waack each knocked in a run.

The 7th grade Plymouth-Canton Force boys basketball team won last weekend’s Brighton
Spring Classic, played both in Brighton and White Lake. Members of the team include:
(front row, from left) Chris Chin, Brandon Stevens, Niko Barach, Eian Barker, Matt Bus-
chman and Trevor Genaw; (back row, from left) coach Brown, Connor Engel, Andrew
Neal, Noah Brown, Chase Meredith and coach Meredith.

Crusaders win 16th straight

The No. 24-ranked
Madonna Universi-
ty baseball team wait-
ed out an hour-long rain
delay and overcame
an early deficit to win
its 16th straight game
and close the 2013 reg-
ular season with an 11-
7 victory Sunday over
Lourdes College (Ohio)
at Mercy Field in Tole-
do.

bleheader was rained
out.

MU, which captured
its eighth Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Con-
ference (WHAC) cham-
pionship in the last 10
vears on Friday, ends
the regular season at 33-
7 and with a 20-1 mark
in the WHAC, the high-
est winning percent-
age for a league season
in program history. The
16-game winning streak
is the longest in school

|~ Game Two of the dou-
1
|

history, surpassing the
2005 squad’s 13 straight
victories.

The Crusaders.
entered the WHAC
playoffs as the top seed
Wednesday at Daven-
port University’s Farm-
ers Athletic Complex.
MU will face the winner
of Northwestern Ohio
and Aquinas at 4 p.m.

Catcher Brett
Ramirez (Salem) went
3-for4 with three RBI,
while Shane Dokey and
Mike Tibbits each added
two hits and an RBI for
MU in the opener.

MU starter Peter
Renaud (4-1) went the
first five innings allow-
ing one earned run on
four hits and four walks
while fanning seven.

Tim DeCant and John
Crooks each collected
two hits and two RBI for
Lourdes (14-29-1, 5-20-
1). Starter Frank Shaf-

fer (2-6) took the loss.

On Saturday, MU
swept Lourdes in a dou-
ble-header, 12-4 and 6-1.

Freshman right-hand-
er Evan Piechota (Liyo-
nia Stevenson) ran his
record to 5-0 by winning
the opener. He allowed
one earned run on five
hits and two walks while
striking out three.

Justin Cook came on
for the final out.

Matthew Cook went
3-for-3 with two RBI,
while John Lauro also
contributed two hits.
Justin Cook knocked in
two runs.

Kyle Vandecaveye
(2-6) took the loss for
Lourdes, while Ryan
Kovar went 2-for-3.

In Game Two, Steve
Pelletier (Farmington
Harrison), Victor Bar-
ron, Justin Cook, Tibbits
and Matthew Cook each
drove in two runs.

Sweeeeep!

Plymouth-Canton Force 7th graders
win two cage tourneys in row

For the second time
in two weeks, the 7th
Grade Plymouth-Canton
Force boys basketball
team swept to a tourna-
ment championship.

On Saturday, the Force
captured the Brighton
Spring Classic with a
39-31 victory over the
Cereal City Hoopsters
in White Lake Twp.

The team got to that
point with three dou-
ble-digit wins, including

49-38 over Greg Grant,
§7-13 over DSO Orange
and 45-16 over DSO
Black.

That followed the
April 13 champion-
ship win at the Dexter
Spring Blast Basketball
Tounament, where the
Force won four straigm
to claim first place in
their division.

They opened with a
68-9 drubbing of Oak-
land Elite and fol-

lowed up with wins
over Grand Ledge (51-
28), Onsted (46-35) and,
in the final, 48-34 over
Jackson Rampage.

Members of the team
include Chris Chin,
Trevor Genaw, Niko
Barach, Eian Barker,
Connor Engel, Bran-
don Stevens, Matt Bus-
chman, Chase Meredith,
Himmat Jagdev, Noah
Brown, Andrew Neal
and Tyler Troyer.

Lutheran Westland rolls
to lopsided MIAC victory

Nick Andrzejewski
went 2-for-4, including a
3-run homer in the third
inning, as Lutheran High
Westland cruised to a
15-0 Michigan Indepen-
dent Athletic Conference
Red Division baseball tri-
umph Tuesday at Plym-
outh Christian Academy.

The Warriors, who
mounted a 16-hit attack,
also got big games from
Brandon Ruelle (3-for-4,
three RBI); Mark Mika
(2-for-4, two RBI); Jordan
Williams, (2-for-4, three
runs, RBI); Kevin Brew-
er (2-for4, two RBI);
Nate Abbott (2-for-3,
RBI); and Nick Flanery
(2-for-3, two runs).

Williams went all five
innings, allowing just
hits to earn the victo-
ry. He struck out four
and walked two as the
Warriors improved to 6-
1 overall and 4-0 in the

MIAC Red.
Michael Slater took the
loss for PCA (24, 2-2).
“We know PCA is a
very good team and they
have some guys who
can flat-out hit,” Luther-
an Westland coach Kev-
in Wade. “Today was just
our day and we know
we have to be ready
for when we see them

ﬁVL 13, BAPTIST PARK 2:
Ryan Schaffer, Jordan Rund-
stadler and Justin Howell
each collected three hits and
knocked in a run Tuesday to
propel host Westland Huron
Valley Lutheran (2-1, 2-1) to
a MIAC Red Division triumph
over Taylor Baptist Park.

Schaffer pitched the first
three innings in the run-rule
shortened game allowing
Just one runs on two hits
struck out si

Alex Hams ‘Worked the final
two innin

'ANNAPOLIS 9-2, LUTH.

WESTLAND 7-12: On Satur-
ay host Lutheran Westland
(5-1) bounced back to gain a

split of a double-header with
Dearborn Heights Annapolis
@7).

Annapolis rallied with six
runs in the top of the sev-
enthtoerase a 5.3 deficit to
win Game O

Viark Mika then belted a 2-
run homer to bring the War-
riors to within two, but left
the tying run at the plate.

Mika and Nick Andrzejewski
each went 3-for-4 in the loss,
while Jordan Williams added
two hits and Nate Abbott
had two R
Kevin Brewer, who pitched
the final four innings in relief
of starter Brandon Ruelle,
took the loss.

In Game Two, Brewer went
3-for-3 and scored three runs
in a 12-2 triumph stopped
after five innings because of
the 10-run mercy rule.

Other top hitters for the
Warriors included Andrze-
jewski (2-for-3, two R8J; Nick
Flannery (2-for-4, RBI); Mika
(2-for-3, two RBI); and Ruelle
(2-for-2, two RB).

Williams, who allowed two
runs on four hits and two
walks in four innings, got the
victory. Abbott finished up.
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The longest-married couples are: Joseph and Mary Podzikowski, (back, left) 50 years, and the Rev. Kevin Thomas; John

and Maggie Nemec (front row, left), 50 years; Bob and Bette Kross, 60 years; Helen and Tom Oppat, 60 years; and Mary
Lou and Hank Stuart, 55 years. They attended the annual Jubilarian Mass at St. Aidan Catholic Church, Livonia,

Couples renew wedding vows in Livonia

Twenty-five couples celebrated their anniversaries
with a special Jubilarian Mass, Sunday, April 28, at St.

Aidan Catholic Church in Livonia.

The Rev. Kevin Thomas gave them a special blessing

and led them in a renewal of their wedding vows.
Participants were:
* 15 years — Jim and Diane Policelli

* 25 years — Sheran and Hiranthini Alles, Pat and
Kathy Culkeen, David and Christine Tyl, Robin and

Ann Spaulding

* 30 years — Christopher and Kathleen Boudreau,

Piorkowski :

« 35 years — Paul and Cindy Horgan, Jeff and Patti
Houslander, Richard and Darice Schubatis, Andy and
Arlene Lendrum

40 years — David and Beverly Bydlowski Sue and
Neil December, Marshall and Pearl Hall, Conrad and
Connie Kanclerz, Harold and Christine Mitchell,

* 45 years — Enrico and Quintino

* 50 years — John and Maggie Nemec, Joseph and
Mary Podzikowski, Ed and Merriam Weglarz

55 years — Hank and Mary Lou Stuart
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KOWALCZYK,
HELEN

Of Westland, died April 30 at the
age of 88 after a long bout with
Alzheimer’s. Beloved wife of the
late John. Loving mother of
Chris Olds, Jan (Rick) Martin,
Kathy (Steve) Varkoly, Sue
(Don) McGee, John (Karen), Jim
(Debbie) and Dave (Pat). Proud
‘grandmother of 14 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren. Visi-
tation Sunday 3-9PM ‘with a
7PM Rosary at Vermeulen Fu-
neral Home, 980 N. Newburgh
Rd. (between Ford and Cherry
Hill) Westland. Instate Monday
9AM with a 9:30AM Funeral
Mass at St. Richard, 35637 Cher-
ry Hill, Westland. Donations
may be made to Angela Hospice,
14100 Newburgh Road, Livonia,
Michigan. Entombment at Cadil-
lac Memorial Gardens, West.

To share a memory, please visit

e

FUNERM‘R HOME

Charles and Denise Cassar, Jerry and Merlyne Jurado,
Anthony and Dr. Margaret Sartori, Frank and Marie

*60
en Op)

years — Bob and Bette Kross, J. Tom and Hel-
pat

NICHOLLS,

RELIGION CALENDAR

May

ASCENSION SERVICE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 9

Location: Hosanna-Tabor Lu-  tian Center, 31463 Ann Arbor
theran Church, 9600 Leverne,  Trail, Westland

Redford Details: Enrolling kids and
Details: A dessert social will  teens, age 5-15, for six-week.
follow the service: Bible/Homework Enrichment

Dl ot G 3) 2 o ey sessorars $700 and
atf-day is $480. Families get
ASCENSION SERVICE fee s Sl

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 9

Location: Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Red-
ford 3

Details: Service celebrates tion fee, snacks, materials for
Jesus' ascension and will be dlass, tutoring in most subjects
followed by a free ice cream ~ and assessment testing

social Contact: Melanie Staten or
Contact: (313) 532-86550r  SYIViaBrown at (734) 266-2293

(734) 968-3523
CCAMP ENROLLMENT
Time/Date: Now through May
31

Location: Consuming Fire Chris-

Camp that will run July 8-Aug.

$25 discount for added siblings
for the full day rate; $10 discount
for the half-day rate. A non-re-
fundable $100 registration fee at
thetime of enrollment secures a
place, Cost includes the registra-

Seminar aimed at
igniting your faith

St. Michael the Archangel Parish will pres-
ent the internationally-recognized spiritu-
al seminar, Life in the Spirit, May 16-18, in
the church, located at 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, in Livonia. This sem-
inar, led by Deacon Bob Ervin of Holy Family
Parish and Paco Gavriledes of Sacred Heart
Major Seminary, has been acclaimed for lead-
ing many from a “pilot light” kind of spiritu-
ality to lives operating “on the main burner”
of faith.

The meetings run 7-9 p.m. Thursday-Friday
and 8 a.m.-3 p.m. May 18.

Registration is required, For more infor-
‘mation and registration form: e-mail lifein-
thespirit@livoniastmichael.org, see the parish
website at www.livoni: i org or call

LEONARD JAMES

Leonard "Bud” Nicholls,

84, died in Hawkins-

ville, Georgia on- April

23, 2013. he was bom in
Ishpeming, Michigan on Febru-
ary 23, 1929 to John and Myrtle
Nicholls. His older brother, John
S. Nicholls, predeceased  him
Bud gradusted from Ishpeming
High School and Northem Mich-
igan University. He received his
Master's Degree from Wayne
State University. He served in
the U.S. Army during the Korean
Conflict. He met Eleanor
Zaborsky when she visited rela-
tives who lived next door, and
they married on August 1, 1953.
Bud survived by his wife of 60
years and their five  children
Sam Nicholls, (Beaver-ton, OR),
Evelyn Nichols, (Vancouver,
WA), Linnea (Stanley) Kava,
(Buford, GA), Jennifer (Stan)
Jones, (Boring, OR) and John
Nicholls, (Hawkinsville, GA).
Nine grandchildren and 15 great-
5o moum his

(734) 261-1455, Ext. 200

passing. He considered Sandra
Nicholson -Lee, of Decker-ville,

Michigan, his fc

Bud was an educator. He began
his teaching career in Detroit,
MI, and spent many years at
Bentley High School in Livonia,
retiring as the long-time Science
Department  Char. Bud also
taught for several years in the
math department at Schoolcraft
Community College, At Bentley,
Bud taught earth science, physics
and math. His classroom was
open every day afier school for
any student who needed help
with their class work, a quiet
place 10 study, o just a sympa-
thetic ear. Many knew that there
was always a bag of caramels in
his desk drawer. He was sad-
dened when Bentley was fom
down. A brick from the original
building. a gift from a former
student” who scaled the fence
during demolition and refrieved
it, has a place of prominence on
the windowsill of his loving
room. he taught two generations,
how 1o catch trou; he taught
countless people haw o idenify

and minerals; he was a fe-
rocious bridge, pinochle and
poker player; he was a voracious
reader and a lifetime student of
history and polifics. Bud was a
Mason for over 50 years and re-
ceived the Order of the Purple
Cross of the York Rite College.
He was also a member of the
American Legion. Most impor-
tant 0 Bud was his family. He
saw that all five of his children
had every educational and extra-
cumicular_opportunity available.
Bud and Eleanor attended every
sports event, school play, debal-
ing match, and Boy or Girl
Scouting event possible, even
away games; often they were the
only. Bentley parens in aftend-
ance. Both grandparents lived in
the family home late in their
lives. Holiday meals were huge
gatherings of extended family
and friends. In recent years, a
variant of ailments  diminished
his ability to travel and his ca-
pacity to engage in the activities
he loved. But they did not lessen
His love for his family, the spark
of life in his eye, or his sense of
humor. He remained a man of
hanor, integrity and compassion.
He will be remembered for those
qualities and missed by all who
were fortunate enough to know
im

May peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow.

GELICAL
YTERIAN

ST. ANNE'S R

e Rosedale W o e
CATHOLIC CHURCH Garacrns .ﬁW [) Exnieie
Tridentine Latin Mass PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) CHURCH (iaienen
St. Anne’s Academy - Grades K-8
Livoni 000 P il R between Meriman & Faringion ) C ] Sl
i, MI 48154 ¢ (734) e
34 422-0408 | et e
iy o0 am %ol
T8 1o an. Traionsl Service
Coafessions Heard Prior to Each Mass 10:30 am.

Tuesdays at T00 PM.

HURCHES OF ASSEMBLIES
E NAZARENE OF GOD

| LUTHERAN CHURCH
WISCONSIN SYNOD

14175 Farmington Road, Livonia, Just north of 1-96
www i

christoursavi

Sunday Worship
8:30 &11:00 am - Traditional

Statfed Nursery Avallablo

iororg

Sunday School/Bible Class

Early Childhood Canter
Phone 734-513-8413

Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ |
Pastors: Davanport, Bayer, & Creeden
34-522-6831

St. Pauts Ev. Luteran
Chunc &

Sunday School - 9:45 AM.
Sunday Worship - 11:00 AM.
‘Sunday Evening - 6:00 PM.

Family Night - Wed. 7:00 PM. Worship:
FOR CHLDREN LEARNAG CENTER Sanday 10:30 am
(734) 4553196 Wednesday 7 pm

PLYMOUTH CHURCH A Church
| R TRE NAZRENE. e

OPEN ARMS CHURCH

Pastor Grady Jensen
& Music Minister Abe Fazzini

Aeross from Joe's Produce
248.471.5282
Church As You Remember it!

33015 W. 7 Mile Rd. » Livonia 48152
Between Farmington & Meriman

17810 Famancron R,
Lo 734811360

WonsHip Services
Sow:B0AM. 811 AM.

ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN
CHURCH &

1343 Penniman. Piymouth

5 Church: (734) 453-3393

£ school Prek8: (734) 4530460

E  Webste wwwipbom
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship 9:300m

ellowsfiip Presbyterian Cﬁurcﬁr

Adult Sunday: 9:30 - 10:15 a.m.

Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church

16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia
Nursery provided «

For Information regérﬂing this Directory,
please call Sue Sare at 248-437-2011 ext. 247
or e-mail: ssare@hometownlife.com

* South of Six Mile Road
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ENTERTAINMENT

0z, a deaf
pit bull,
will make
his third
appear-
ance this
weekend
at Pawject
Runway at
the Inter-
national
Women's
show in
Novi.

An adopt-
able pup
sports a
denim
look on

runway at
the Inter-
national
Women’s
Show in
Novi.

Animal rescue tells canine success
stories at ‘Pawject Runway’ event

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

0z the deaf pit bull and Sadie
the heartworm survivor, will
walk the fashion runway this
weekend at the International
‘Women's Show in Novi.

The modeling platform will
be a long way from the mean
streets of Detroit which Sadie,
ayellow Labrador retriever,
called home for several years.
For 0z, it will be an easy stroll
compared to the walks he took
as a puppy with a former abu-
sive owner. -

Their sad-to-happy suc-
cess stories —and those of
some 28 other rescued dogs —
will underscore canine fash-
ion walks at Pawject Runway-
Fido Fashion Show, which will
start at 1 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day, May 4-5 at the Internation-
al Women'’s Show, located at
the Suburban Collection Show-
place, 46100 Grand River Ave.,
between Novi Road and Beck.

“It’s a fun time. It gives us a
chance to tell their stories, to
tell how important it is to adopt

arescue dog,” said Sandy Mez-
za, president of Guardian Angel
Animal Rescue (GAAR) in
Livonia. “About 44,000 people
walk through this show. It's a
great upponumry to tell people
what we do.”

Mezza and other volunteers
at GAAR have rescued aban-
doned cats and dogs from high-
kill shelters and taken owner
give-ups since she founded the
group in the late 1990s. They
made Detroit a rescue priori-
ty a few years ago after Mezza
saw first-hand how rough life
is for homeless animals on the
streets of the city. The group.
takes on hard-luck cases that
often require extensive medi-
cal treatment or socialization.
Volunteers venture into aban-
doned buildings in the inner-
city with food for strays and
work cooperatively with All
About Animals in Warren to
supply financially-stress pet
owners in Detroit with food,
collars and other items.

“Detroit is our first priori-
ty because there are so many
(pets in need) that if you say no

to Detroit, you are slgnlng their
death warrant,” Mezza sai
“Every animal we get we try to
save. We've never turned one
away or said we can't afford it.”

Fashion veterans

Sadie, the Labrador retriever,
will make her second appear-
ance at Pawject Runway, which
is in its third year at the Wom-
en’s Show. GAAR volunteers
tried to rescue the dog for five
years, but couldn't catch her.
When they finally did, they dis-
covered she had heartworm,
numerous pellet wounds and a
tumor in her chest.

She was treated and adopted.

0z was beaten as a puppy
because he wouldn’t walk on
leash.

“He almost died from the
beating. Then he got parvo and
survived that.”

His new owner communi-
cates through hand signals and
sign language. It will be their
third appearance at Pawject
Runway.

Please see PAWJECT, B7

3
Stories through qmltmg
The cast of “Quilters” rehearses at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Livonia. The
show runs 7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 34 and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 5 at St. Pauls,
27475 Five Mile. The show, with words by Molly Newman and music by Barbara
Damashek, reflects the reality of life on the American prairie through vignettes
about love, marriage, pain, loss and death. A quilt is the centerpiece for the musical.
Made up of 16 giant “blocks,” each of which help tell the story of the 12 women
characters who make up the cast. A quilt show is being held in conjunction with
the performance. Tickets for “Quilters” are $12 for adults and $10 for students and
seniors. Reserve tickets by calling (248) 347-4134, or e-mailing paulsplayers@gmail.
com. Tickets will also be available at the door.

s

0z, the deaf pit bull, walks the runway with a fashionable model.

KNIGHTSBRIDGE
ANTIQUE MALL

4230: Se\cn Mile Road * (Just 2 Miles west of 1-275)
| Northville, MI 48167 » 248-344-7200 {

* Furniture — Mid-Centu
Jewelry « Vintage Toys * Linen:

* Stained Glas:

Art Deco/ Modern = Coins
Military _
* Glass/Crystal/China = Tiffany Lamps * Clothing
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Reel Michigan to highlight state’s film talent

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Lisa Meinzinger-Abraham
of Northville, co-director for
Reel Michigan, is excited about
the event moving to downtown
Northville's Marquis Theatre
on Main Street this summer.

Reel Michigan is the film por-
tion of the Arts & Acts fest, and
will take place Saturday, June
29, at the Marquis Theatre,
Meinzinger-Abraham is joined
by Michael Zervos, a local film-
maker, in directing this year’s
event.

“Iasked him to join forc-
es with me because we're both
from Northville,” she said.

Michael Zervos

Lisa Meinzing-
er-Abraham

Zeryos is currently working
ona film.

June 5 is the deadline for Reel
Michigan entries, and they're
eager to get the word out.

“I wanted to give some extra
time to the filmmakers,” she
said.

Reel Michigan was founded

in 2011. More
information
can be found at
www.reelmich-
iganfilmfest.
com. They're
also on Face-
\) book.

“Most of
them will be
short films,”
Meinzinger-Abraham said.
"They re all made in Michi-
gan.”

Kathi J. Moore will be this
year’s emcee. She’s an actress
who's been on stage and also
appeared in film as Phyllis
in the James Franco project
“Tar,” Moore has worked in

Kathi J. Moore

casting and production.

“There's usually a wide
range” of films, said Meinz-
inger-Abraham. Approximate-
ly 20 were submitted last
year, including a couple done
by kids, as well as horror and
experimental works.

“They love Reel Michigan
because we try to showcase
a wide range of talent,” she
said. “This year, it’s going to
be a lot bigger. We're excited.
It’s really a big deal they're
(the Marquis) letting us use

at.”

The theater will improve
on the previous event at the
Northville Art House, she
said,

Meinzinger-Abraham had
a few small parts in indepen-
dent films, and more recently
helped in writing. “I've always

tons of friends in that commu-
nity.”

An after-party will be held the
evening of June 29 at the Bak
Bar of Poole’s Tavern in down-
town Northville. There will be
awards for filmmakers.

She hopes to have a red carpet
with paparazzi for the event.

“Tt can only get bigger now,”
Meinzinger-Abraham said. “It's
really important to have that
venue."

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

GET OUT!

Arts Crafts

DETROIT INSTITUTE
OF ARTS

10am.todpm.
Thursday, 10a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.
105 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Location: 5200 Woodward, Detroit
Family Sundays: 2 p.m. Sundays; storytell-
ing, performances; free with admission
Exhibits: Motor City Muse: Detroit Photo-
graphs: Then and Now, through June 16;
Shirin Neshat, includes eight video instal-
lations and two series of photos, through
July 7; printmaking by Ellsworth Kelly, May
24-Sept. 8 Contact: (313) 833-7900, www.
dia.org
NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
Time/Date: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday,
through May 18; artist reception is 6-9 p.m.
Friday, May 3
Location: 215 W. Cady, Northville
Details: 14th annual juried Student Fine
Art Exhibit features the work of high
school and middle school students

Sheldon, Plymouth
Details: Includes open mic performances
and a featured group or musician. Admis-
sion is $5, including performers. Individual
and family annual' memberships also are
available

Contact: Scott Ludwig at BFSpresident@
aol.com

FARMINGTON COMMUNITY CHORUS
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May
10-11

Location: Mercy High Auditorium, 29300
W. 11 Mile, Farmington Hills

Details: 33rd annual spring concert, “Even
Stephen” features the 80-voice chorus
directed by Steven SeGraves and accompa-
nied by assistant director Susan Garr. The
M4 Choir from Meads Mill Middle School in
Northville also will perform. Tickets are $12
in advance or $15 at the door. Get advance
tickets from the Costick Center at 26800
W. 11 Mile, Farmington Hills or call (810)
632-4067

Contact: Shelly Addison at (248) 250-1447
FARMINGTON HILLS LIBRARY
Time/Date; 2 p.m. Sunday, May 12

Contact: (248) 344-0497
F_I el Location: 32737 W. 12 Mile, Farmington
ilm Hills
De ttormey:timed boog]
PENN THEATRE gie-planist, Matthew Ball will perform.

Time/Date: 7 p.m. and 9:25 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 3-4;4:15 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 5

Location: 760 Penniman Ave., Plymouth
Details: “Jack Reacher,” $3

Contact: (734) 453-0870; www.pennthe-
atre.com

Wil i el

BASELlNE FOLK

OCIETY
Tlmelnate' ign up for open mic, 6:15-
6:45 p.m.; performances, 7 p.m., the third
Saturday of the month.
Location: The JWH Center for the Arts,
Plymouth Community Arts Council, 774 N.

|

Way “ Jul\' 20, m!

3 th‘q‘!\h‘w JREn e

Hear classics like “Swanee River,” “Over
the Rainbow” and “Deep in the Heart of
Texas,” done boogie-woogie style in this
free, one-hour program

Contact: (248) 553-0300

JAZZ AT THE ELKS

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. last Tuesday of the
month — except December

Location; Plymouth Elks Lodge #1780,
41700 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth
Details: There is a $10 donation at the
door which includes hors d'oeuvres, Pro-
ceeds from Jazz Elks goes toward special
needs and disadvantaged children and
veterans.

Contact: (734) 453-1780 or e-mail to plym-
outhelks1780@yahoo.com

| Coming soon...
Tickets go on

sale May 7th

Northvillo, Mi 48167
For tickets,
24534700

361 E Cady st

PAWJECT

Continued from page 86

“We always dress him
up,” Mezza said. “But if
any of the dogs don’t like
being dressed, we do a
bandana with them.”

The dogs’ human han-
dlers this year will wear
outfits from Deja Vu and
Love Child boutiques in
Franklin.

“There will be different
dogs each day. While they
walk the runway, I will
tell their stories. If the
model is the one who res-
cued the dog, I'll also tell
their story.”

Mezza said some of the
Pawject Runway dogs,
like Oz and Sadie, have
found new homes. Others
await adoption.

“When we're on stage
we tell success stories.
The audience is fantastic.
We get a ot of tears and

laughs. It's standing room

only. We've had people
ing and askmg if we’ll

be there again this year.”

Other activities
Mezza, who is mar-
ried and the mother of an
adult son, will have her
hands full at the show
this year. In addition to
Pawject Runway, GAAR
will offer information and
a few adoptable animals
at a booth all four days of
the International Wom-
en’s Show, from Thurs-
day-Sunday, May 2-5.
Mezza works in adver-
tising for Kroger and
also will coordinate the
grocery-chain’s booth —
which will include some
free product samples —

Young
models
carry
puppies
in Guard-
ian Angel
Animal
Rescue’s
annual
Pawject
Runway
event.

reality show stars, shop-
ping, cooking demon-
strations, a fashion show
by the Novi Fire Depart-
ment, health screenings,
makeovers, and hundreds
of exhibitors displaying
cosmetics, fragrances,
lingerie, purses, shoes,
gifts, food, clothing,
accessories, travel infor-
mation, arts and crafts
and more.

Show hours are 10
am.-8 p.m. Thursday,
10 a:m.-9 p.m. Friday,
10am.-8p.m. Saturday,
and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun-
day. Admission is Sw for
adults; $5 for youth, 6-12;
and free for children, S
and under. Advance tick-
ets are $8 online.

For more informa-

at the show. tion about the show, visit
“There is WWW. i

for everyone at the show.  enShow.com or call (800)

Everything a girl could 849-0248. For more about

want will be there.” Guardian Angel Animal
The International Wom-  Rescue visit www.gaar.

en’s Show will include org.

Check these
Local Businesses
offering Great Values
and

ready to serve you...
1

WwwllppIngpointihacte.com
Live, Professional Theatre, |
ose to Hom:

Hellenic Cultural Center

(rrrrrrrrsessrrrrrrry,
44262 Warren = Canton E 36375 Joy Road = Westland

(734) 4160

j

Saup Daily

f
f
o » z

Rray HO‘M}: coo‘““c’

Think of our banquet room for your next
shower, funeral luncheon, graduation
or business meeting. Seating for 70.
~ We also do catering ~

Kids (3-10)
35

Sunday, May 12, 2013
12:00 until 4:00 p.m.
Breakfast Bar (erved 1200-200)

any purchase of
510 or more

wh « Exptrea 5/31/13
Not valid on holklays or with any othor offar

QLGS I¥S) il
Mon.-Fri. 7am-11am = Sat. & Sun. 7am-9am
BB DS inctudes 2 eggs, choice of meat.

o st and your choice of pancakes,
grits of hash browss.
Cottee
6047 North Wayne Rd = Westland
Sun-Wed 7am-9pm; Thurs-Sat 7am-10 pm

f 734.729.6883 \ G emse

Don’t be left behind...Call 734-582-8363 today to Iearn more about adver(ls-ng in Qut on the Town!

ENTERTAINMENT
FRIDAY NIGHTS.
The Arcas.

SATURDAY NIGHTS TIGER GAME
LS
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Chicken and Potato Fiesta Grill

Great grlllers

Potatoes make healthful meals in minutes

'w things in life are harder to
resist than the delicious aroma
of abackyard barbecue. There is

something about the sizzle and smells.

of grilled fare that brings folks togeth-

er.

The farm families who grow pota-
toes know how to please the palates
of hungry crowds. The natural fla-
vors found in potato varieties are easy.
to enhance with the addition of a few
fresh ingredients and a little bit of
smoke.

The russet potato makes for a great
tasting baked potato, but its light and
fluffy interior also holds up well when
seared on the grill. Also great on the
grill are yellow flesh potatoes, which
have a just-buttered appearance.

The appearance of the trendy new
blue and purple potatoes will certain-
ly get guests talking. They add color
and a subtle nutty flavor to your favor-
ite dish. Everyone’s favorite dish at an
outdoor barbecue is often the potato
salad. Round red or white potatoes are
both well-suited for salads as well as.
roasting, boiling, and steaming.

Potatoes are an extremely versa-
tile and hearty vegetable. But the one
thing all potatoes have in common is
nutrition. Just what can potatoes do
for you? Well, potatoes are:

— Nutritional powerhouses. In addi-
tion to being fat-free, cholesterol-free,
sodium free and gluten-free, a medium
potato has just 110 calories.

— Rich in potassium. According to
the USDA, diets rich in potassium may
help to maintain healthy blood pres-
sure. The potato is second only to the
banana in the amount of potassium it
contains.

— Packed with Vitamin C. A medium
potato contains 45 percent of the daily
recommended amount of Vitamin C.

— Great source of fiber. The USDA
reports that fiber helps reduce blood
cholesterol levels and may lower your
risk of heart disease. Potatoes can also
help make you feel fuller with fewer
calories.

Grilled, fried, baked, roasted or
boiled, few ingredients get every guest
asking for secund helpings llke the
versatile potat

Find more hsalth information, as
well as recipes and purchasing tips, at
www.EatWisconsinPotatoes.com.

Chicken and Potato
Fiesta Grill
Servings: 4
Ready time: 60 Minutes.

Y cup prepared ltalian dressing

2 tablespoons lime juice

1 tablespoon chili powder

4 whole chicken legs vith thighs,
skin on

1% pounds (4 medium) red pota-
toes, cut into 1 Y-inch cubes.

2 tablespoons water

1 red bell pepper, cutinto 1 %-inch
pleces

2 medium zucchini,cut into %-inch-
thick slices

4 to 8 fiour or corn tortillas, warmed
(optional)

Prepared salsa (optional)

In small bowl, combine
marinade ingredients;
remove % cup and combine
with chicken in resealable
plastic bag. Turn to coat;
marinate in refrigera-
tor 30 minutes or up to 2
hours, turning occasion-
ally.

Meanwhile, in micro-
wave-safe dish, combine
pntames and water. Cover
and microwave on high 9
to 10 minutes or until just
tender; cool. When pota-
toes are cool enough to
handle, alternately thread
with bell pepper and zuc-
chini onto eight 10- to
12-inch skewers; brush
with remaining marinade.
Remove chicken from plas-
tic bag; discard marinade
from chicken.

Grill chicken over medi-
um to medium-low coals
30 to 40 minutes or until
juices run clear, turning
occasionally. About 10
minutes before chicken
is done, add vegetables to
grid; reserve marinade.
Grill until tender and
lightly browned, turning
and basting occasionally
with reserved vegetable
marinade. Serve chicken
and vegetables with torti-
llas and salsa, if desired.

Roasted Red Potatoes with Pesto
Servings: 8
Ready time: 40 Minutes

3 pounds medium:size red potatoes

Olive oil cooking spray

% cup white or golden balsamic vinegar

Y cup extra virgin olive oil

Y teaspoon sea salt

3 dloves garlic, minced

Freshly ground pepper to taste

% cup shredded Parmesan cheese

Y cup finely minced fresh basil

Y cup toasted pine nuts (optional)

Place potatoes in a large microwave-safe
bowl; cover with lid or plastic wrap. Note:
If using plastic wrap, make sure plastic
wrap is not touching any ingredients
and poke one small hole in cover to vent.
Microwave on high for 10 to 12 minutes
or until potatoes are tender (cooking
time may vary depending on microwave).
Use oven mitts to carefully remove from
microwave.

‘When cool enough to handle, cut pota-
toes in half or quarters and spray liber-
ally with olive oil spray. Grill over high
heat for 5 to 7 minutes, turning occa-
sionally, until grill lines are apparent.
Remove from grill and let cool.

Cut into bite-size pieces and place in a
large bowl. Whisk together vinegar, oil,
salt and garlic; pour over potatoes and
toss lightly to coat. Season with pepper,
then cover and refrigerate until ready to
serve. Just before serving, toss with Par-
mesan cheese and basil, then sprinkle with
pine nuts.

Grilled Red Potato Skewers
Servings: 4
Ready time: 20 Minutes

2 medium russet or Yukon gold potatoes o 6 red potatoes

2 medium zucchini

1 smoked sausage rope

4 12-inch skewers

% cup Itafian dressing

Preheat grill. Cut potatoes in half. Cut
zucchini and sausage the same width as
potatoes. Place skewer through potato,
zucchini and sausage. Repeat for each
skewer.

Place skewer in dish and pour Ital-
ian dressing over skewers. Marinate in
dressing for 5 minutes.

Place skewers on grill and cook 5 min-
utes each side, or until potatoes are done.
Remove from grill and serve.

Little Havana Grilled Beef and
Potato Salad

Servings: 6

Ready time: 30 Minutes

2 pounds medium unpeeled potatoes (about 2 Ye-inch
diameter), such as yellow flesh or round reds

2 teaspoons ground cumin

Salt and pepper

1 beef top round steak, cut 1 inch thick (about 1 %
pounds)

% cup prepared white wine vinalgrette

2 .cans (15 ounces each) black beans, rinsed, drained

% cup chopped fresh cilantro

Cut potatoes crosswise in half; place
in microwave-safe dish with 1 cup water.
Cover and microwave on high 10 to 14
mirutes or until almost tender. rearrang-
ing once. Immediately rinse under cold
running water; drain well.

Meanwhile, combine cumin and salt
and pepper; press evenly onto beef steak.
Place steak on grill over medium, ash-
covered coals. Grill, uncovered, 16 to
18 minutes for medium rare doneness,
turning occasionally. Remove; let stand 5
minutes,

About S minutes before steak is done,
brush potatoes with some of the vinai-
grette. Place on grid around steak. Grill
5 to 7 minutes or until golden brown,
turning occasionally.

Carve steak into thin slices. Com-
bine beef, potatoes, beans, cilantro and
remaining vinaigrette in large bowl; toss
gently. Serve immediately.

Courtesy of Family Features

Red Roasted Potatoes with Pesto

CITY BITES

Cinco de Mayo

FARMINGTON HILLS
Camelia’s Mexican Grill, 30685
W. 12 Mile, will feature food
and drink specials Friday-Sun-
day, May 3-5. The restaurant
will celebrate Cinco de Mayo
with Family Fun Day on Sun-
day. A moonwalk will be avail-
able throughout the day; face
painting and a balloon clown
are scheduled from 24 p.m.;
and youngsters will break a
pifiata from 4-5 p.m.. For more
information, call (248) 474-

090

Fusion cuisine

NOVI — Aarti Batavia, a reg-
istered dietitian and nutrition-
ist from Novi, will prepare
recipes featuring Glory Foods
Sensibly Seasoned products
with an eye toward worldwide
cuisine, from Thursday-Sun-
day, May 2-5 at the Michigan
International Women’s Show,
46100 Grand River Ave. Dem-
onstrations will be at 1:30 p.m.
May 2-3 and S and 6:30 p.m.
May 4. Glory Foods also will
offer product samples. Glory
Foods is a leader in Southern-

style, heat-and-serve products
including seasoned canned
vegetables, cooking bases, hot
sauces and fresh greens.

Cooking, pastry
classes

LIVONIA — If you plan
to take a culinary class this
summer through Schoolcraft
College’s continuing educa-
tion and professional devel-
opment department, you can
tackle prerequisite courses
beginning the week of May
6. Cooking 101: Skills Devel-

opment teaches basic cook-
ing terminology and tech-
niques and is the founda-
tion of many cooking class-
es at Schooleraft. Sign up for
one of two sessions, either 5-
7 p.m. Wednesday, May 8 and
5-9 p.m. Thursday, May 9, or
5-7 p.m. Wednesday, May 15
and 59 p.m. Thursday, May
16. Cost is $109. Senior cit-
izens pay $87.20. The class
also will teach how to proper-
ly use basic knives and hand
tools, as well as safe and san-
itary methods for food prep-
aration. Pastry 101 teaches

basic baking terminology and
techniques. Participants learn
proper pastry tool skills and
safe and sanitary methods for
baking preparation. The ses-
sion will run 6-9 p.m., Mon-
day-Tuesday, May 6-7. Cost is
$109 per student and $87.20
for seniors. Register online
at https:/webadvisor.school-
craft.edu or in person at the
Continuing Education Depart- .
ment on the main campus,

located on Haggerty, berween

Six Mile and Seven Mile in

Livonia. Questions? Call (734)
462-4448.
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Realtor chief praises FHA
advances, urges more action

‘While the Federal Housing
Administration still faces chal-
lenges ahead, the agency has

already taken a number of sig-
nificant steps to mitigate risk
and increase the solvency and
‘strength of the mortgage-insur-
ance fund. That'’s according to
National Association of Real-
tors President Gary Thomas,
who testified recently before
the U.S. House Financial Ser-
vices Subcommittee on Insur-
ance, Housing and Community
Oppormmry about the future of

the FHA.

“Realtors believe that
recent increases to premiums,
increased down payments for
some borrowers and greater
risk management controls will
help to substantially improve
the FHA’s financial condi-
tion,” said Thomas, broker-own-
er of Evergreen Realty, in Vil-

Park, Calif. “These chang-
es combined with an mprovmg
national economy and rising
home prices will surely help
stabilize the fund so that FHA
can continue to serve the needs
of hardworking American fam-
ilies who wish to purchase a
home.”

Thomas testified that FHA
has also implemented a num-
ber of other measures to help
improve the health of the fund,
including hiring the agency'’s
first credit risk officer to help
better manage risk, imple-
menting credit score floors,
and instituting significant
lender enforcement and over-
sight measures to increase the
return to the fund.

FHA sustained housing mar-
kets nationwide during the
economic and housing down-
turn, and like other holders
of mortgage risk, it incurred
financial losses as a result of

The Nallona! Association of Realtors reports the Federal Housing Administration is making advances in mak-
ing home ownership possible, but has room to improve.

employment and market con-
ditions that led to increased
foreclosures. However, had
FHA not stepped in to fill the
market void, many families
would have been unable to
purchase homes, housing val-
ues could have dropped an
additional 25 percent, and the
country would be much fur-
ther from a recovery, said
Thomas.

FHA continues to be one of
the primary sources of mort-
gage financing available to
families today as private capi-
tal slowly makes its way back
into housing finance markets.
As housing markets continue
to stabilize and improve and

new mortgage regulations are
finalized, NAR anticipates that
the private mortgage market
will return and FHA's market
share will refurn to tradition-
al levels.

Increased private capital in
the mortgage market doesn’t
obviate the need for addition-
al reforms to FHA to further
enhance and protect the avail-
ability of mortgage credit so
that the fund can maintain its
vital role to homebuyers, said
Thomas. NAR strongly sup-
ports legislation that would
give FHA greater flexibili-
ty to quickly change program
requirements and help pro-
tect the fund from losses. NAR

also supports leglslanon that.
would allow FHA to improve
its enforcement and oversight
of lenders.

“Realtors urge Congress to
quickly consider these bills
to ensure FHA has the tools it
needs to be able to continue to
serve its mission of providing
home buyers with safe, afford-
able financing in all markets,”
said Thomas.

The National Association of
Realtors, “The Voice for Real
Estate,” is America’s larg-
est trade association, repre-
senting one million members
involved in all aspects of the
residential and commercial
real estate industries.

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY

These are the area residential real CANTON i S’ NORTHV!LLT y REDFORD - i

losings theweek 49465 Garfeld Ln 375,000 18243 Arselot Dr 437,000 12701 Beech Daly Rd 5,000
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Career seminar

Classes start May 20, and are two times
aweek Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-
10 p.m. for five weeks. Learn about a real
estate career at R

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS

Meisner Law Group, P.C. at (248) 644~
4433 or (800) 470-4433, via e-mail
meisner@meisner-law.com, or

vlsn the semmar page on the website:
Mei. .com.

41025 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth. Contact
Chris or Nxcole at (734) 459-6222, Classes
zma[h pre-regxstered and 3124 if paid
atthe d

Condo operation

The Meisner Law Group, P.C.,
announced attorney Robert M. Meisner
will be conducting a four-week course
'l\lesdny evenings in May from 7-9 p.m.
covering “Advanced Condominium
Operation, The Essentials for Success.”.

This seminar is designed for board
members and officers, managers, devel-
opers, and association members living
in or working with a condominium,
subdivision, cooperative, or commu-
nity association. E‘p]orc the many
legal issues involved in the successful
operation of an association. Cost is
$95 ($85 per person when two or more
enroll from the same organization). For
registration information, contact The

Short sales

If you owe more than what your
house is worth, you may be interest-
ed in a free informational seminar
on short sale procedures and what it
takes to get started. Many sellers are
misinformed or not sure about how
the procedures work. Organizers will
also discuss the internal workings of
short sales and the different steps
involved. Bonnie David, broker/own-
er of Quantum Real Estate is the pre-
senter. It will be 6-7 p.m. Thursdays
at 129 N. Lafayette, downtown South
Lyon. Additional parking across the
street in back. Please call the office
at (248) 782-7130 or e-mail june.quan-
tum@gmail.com for your reservation
or additional information.

Free foreclosure tours
Free foreclosure tours are 1 p.m. every

other Sunday. Meeting place is Panera
Bread on the southeast corner of Middle-
belt and I-96. E-mail Georgia@addedval-
uerealty.com or visit FreeForeclosure-
Tour.com.

Seminar on Tuesdays

A free Reverse Mortgage Seminar is
6:30 p.m. each Tuesday at Colonial Mort-
gage Corp., 33919 Plymouth Road, Livo-
nia.

Learn about reverse mortgages. RSVP
with Larry Brady at (800) 260-5484, Ext.
33.

Investors

The Real Estate Investofs Association
of Wayne will have an open forum. Par-
ticipants will discuss what they have
learned. Investors will answer questions
and offer a market update.

Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. each first
Tuesday of the month at the Red Lobster
on Eureka in Southgate. Members are
free, guests $20, which will be applied to
their membership.

Any questions or concerns, call Wayde
Koehler at (313) 277-4168.

Phone
plan
raises
legal
issues

By Robert Meisner
Guest Columnist

Q: Our association was
contacted by a major phone
provider to jointly market its
services at the condominium.
In exchange for a per unit
fee, the association is to
provide the company with
the names and addresses of
the residents and allow the
company to market to those
residents on the premises.
The association, in accordance

agreement,
§ may not enter
into another
agreement
with another
company for
marketing
purposes,
but all other
companies
would have
access to the property to
install similar services. What
do you think? E

A: It raises a
number of issues
for the association,
mcludmg privacy
issues, the authority
of the Association to
bind itself to such
an agreement, the
propriety of same and
a number of other
concerns which your
association attorney
should review before
passing on the
reasonableness of
such an agreement.

Robert Meisner

Q: Our condominium
association lawyer has
not provided us with a
written fee agreement. He
was recommended by the
ement company, and
we think he should have
done something in terms
of checl out our claims
against the builder. Where
do we stand in pursuing
him for that?

A: Every attorney
based upon the
recommendations
of the Michigan
State Bar, should
have a written fee
agreement with his
or her client. Not
having a written fee
agreement leaves
it ambiguous as to
what the scope of
representation by the
attorney is. In this
case, the attorney
may well be claiming
that he represents
your association,
but ‘when it comes to
handling something
that he should have
done as counsel for
your association, he
seems to be skirting
the issue. Get a
new attorney who
is willing to give
you a fee agreement
that outlines the
scope of his or her
representation of
the association
and chastise the
management
company for
making that type of
recommendation.

Robert M. Meisner is

a lawyer and author of
Condominium Opera-
tion: Getting Started
& Staying on the Right
Track, second edition,
available for $9.95 plus
$1 shipping/handling. He
also wrote Condo Liv-
ing: A Survival Guide
to Buying, Owning and
Selling a Condominium,
$24.95 plus $5 shipping/
| (248) 644-
sit bmeisner@
This
column shouldn't be con-
strued as legal advice
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