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Board takes to road
to pitch school bond
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Mr. Swick

Moment of
silence

The late Ryan Swick,
a Canton firefighter
who lost his battle with
cancer last May, was re-

T, . . . s 3
erythin By Brad Kadrich between the $114.4-mil- pave parking lots, correct

;::-’;.be{:: cv::':::s }:z Weire dalng i g Staff Writer lion bond the district is bus drop-off issues and
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it allowed the district to
make building repairs,

longest-serving mem-

continue to heal from ber sees real parallels

this tremendous loss.”
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Trail cleaning
Spring has finally

sprung in southeast

Michigan, and the

Friends of the I-275 By Darrell Clem

Metro Trail are taking Staff Writer
advantage, staging a

series ofgcleam?ps %n Canton Firefighter Frank Reh-
the Wayne County m a es ling seemed destined as a young
portion of the trail child to follow his dream career.

from 5:30-7 p.m. at the
following locations:
 Tuesday, April 16,
in Northville Township
near Five Mile. Volun-
teers are meeting at
Oasis Golf Center on
Five Mile east of Hag-

“I grew up six blocks from a fire
station in Redford, hearing the
sirens at all hours of the day " he
recalls. “It just grew on me.”

Now, Rehling has become a lead-
er after responding to 717 fires and
medical runs last year — the most
among 61 firefighter paramedics
who form the Canton Fire Depart-
ment. He takes it in stride.

“I'm just doing my job,” he said.

Perhaps, but his efforts earned
him the prestigious Ironman
Award during the department’s

history

By Darrell Clem

gerty. Staff Writer
 Thursday, April 18,

in Canton Township

near Michigan Ave.

Volunteers meet at

Wendy'’s on Michigan

Wendy Murphy-Stevens made histo-
ry Wednesday evening as she became the
first woman ever named Canton Firefight-
er of the Year, clinching top honors during

Avenue at Lotz. the Canton Fire Department’s 14th annual 14th annual awards ceremony

» Tuesday, April awards ceremony. ‘Wednesday evening at the Village
23, in Canton Town- Yet she humbly shrugged off her mile- Theater at Cherry Hill.
ship near Koppernick. stone achievement, saying her goals are sav- “Frank is an outstanding employ-

Volunteers meet in ing lives and dousing fires rather than mak-

ee who works hard and steps up to
the parking lot on the

the plate,” Fire Chief Joshua Meier

south side of Kopper- “I feel humbled,” she said, before a crowd said, just prior to the awards cere-
nick east of Commerce inside the Village Theater at Cherry Hill mony. “He does it every day witha
Boulevard. gave her a standing ovation. “I don’t think smile on his face.”

Workers will focuson  anybody can do this job by themselves. I Rehling, a Redford resident who
picking up a winter’s can't believe I'm being singled out.” attended the Schoolcraft College

Murphy-Stevens earned her title on the
same night she won several other awards
— three of them for saving lives as a para-
medic responding to medical runs, She has
received accolades for a stellar job perfor-
nmance during her 21-year Canton career,

worth of accumulated
trash and are being
encouraged to bring
work gloves.

For more informa-
tion, call Dave Duffield
at (248) 982-8776,
check out http/i-275.
michigantrails.org, or
visit the Friends of the
1-275 Metro Trail on
Facebook.

Fire Academy, became a Canton
firefighter in October 2011 after
serving a decade as a dispatcher.
He works out of Fire Station No. 2
on Warren between Haggerty and
Lilley.

STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Wendy Murphy-Stevens, Canton Firefighter of the Year,

is flanked by son Ty to her left and, to her right, daughter
Taryn, son Tristan and husband Greg on the evening she

Please see MAKING HISTORY, B3 won the Canton Fire Department’s top award.

Please see IRONMAN, A3

Judge denies lower bond in predator case

By Darrell Clem Gerou ordered medical care weeks ago, during the ini-
Staff Writer after Cripps indicated Hermann  tial phase of Hermann’s exam,
needed help beyond an antibi- Cripps argued that Hermann, a
A judge refused Friday to ofic he already was given, but Jewish man from Walled Lake,
reduce a $100,000 cash bond for  the judge refused to reduce the wasn't getting the kosher food
accused child predator Jesse he needed in jail.

dam Hermann, charged amid
allegations he tried to have sex
with a Canton woman and her 3-
year-old daughter.

Instead, 35th District Judge
Michael Gerou issued an order
for the Wayne County Jail to
provide medical care for Her-
mann, 34, who apparently sus-

bond.

“Given the gravity of the
offense, I think the bond is
appropriate,” Gerou said.

Second phase

The latest development came
Friday as the second phase of
Hermann’s preliminary exam
was adjourned until May 10

Gerou issued an order for the
jail to provide kosher food, and
Cripps has since said the accom-
modations have been made.

In court Friday, Cripps said
he didn't believe Hermann is
a flight risk or a danger to the
community. Moreover, Cripps
said, “his mother is here show-

‘Home Delivery: — tained an injury to his right low-  because Assistant Wayne Coun-  ing strong support for him, as
L erleg. ty Prosecutor Keith Clark was ~ she always is.”

= “He has been bitten by some stuck in a Detroit courtroom on Canton Detective Andrew Kel-
Return Address: E‘ BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  sort of a spider or a rodent — another case. ley argued against the bond
41304 Concept Dc. E'& A judge refused Friday to reduce a we're not sure — in the Wayne It marked the second time reduction and told Gerou, “I still
Pymouth M 48170 — & $100,000 cash bond for Jesse Adam County Jail,” defense attorney Cripps had sought to have Her-

Hermann.

David Cripps said in court.

mann’s bond reduced. Three

Please see DENIED, A2
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Planners offer severe weather tips

Severe Weather Awareness Week
starts today (Sunday), and Canton’s
Emergency Management staffers are
encouraging residents to review thun-
derstorm, lightning, tornado and flood-
safety procedures.

In arelease this week, township emer-

gency planner Kathy Rich

a tornado that touched down in Dexter

shortly after 5 p.m. March

nado, she said, brought winds of up to

135 mph that destroyed 13
did major damage to more
homes and buildings.

“Due to early warning notifications

and residents heeding that

no one was killed or severely injured,”

Rich wrote.

talked about
15. The tor-

homes and
than 100

Canton’s Emergency Management
Office is urging residents not to be
complacent when it comes to severe
weather. The best time to prepare
for severe weather, officials said, is
before it happens Among their tips:

* Have a plan in place for your fam-
ily and your pets.

* Purchase a NOAA weather radio.

* Be sure everyone knows where to
go and what to do in case of severe
weather, no matter where you are.

For more information contact Can-

ton’s Emergency Management Office

warning,

safety.org

at (734) 394-5357, email krich@can-
ton-mi.org or visit Canton’s Public
Safety website at www.cantonpublic-

DENIED

ually abusive activi-
ty and using a comput-

have sex with her and
her young daughter.

CAL NEWS

online at hometownlife.com

BOND

Continued from page AT

rent bond proposal, with
which the district hopes
to replace its buses, buy
technology on a 1:1 ratio
for students and teach-
ers, build a new mid-
dle school to replace the
aging Central Middle
School and make oth-

er facility repairs offi-
cials say they won't be
able to manage without
the bond.

“That 2004 bond was
sort of an ‘extreme
makeover' and it did
a lot of good for this
commumty,” Mardi-
gian said. “If we hadn’t
done it, we'd have had
to find a way to repair
and keep the buildings
running for all of these
years. There are a lot
of things in this (2013)
bond for bare-bones
things. There are some
very real parallels.”

To make that argu-
ment to voters, board
members and admin-
istrators have tak-
en their presentation
on the road, talking to
PTOs, civic organiza-

GET THE DETAILS

What: Community forms on Plymouth-Canton's $114.4-
million bond proposal

When: 7 p.m. Thursday, April 25

Where: Plymouth Cultural Center, 525 Farmer in Plym-
outh, and the DuBois Little Theater inside Canton High
School, 8415 Canton Center in Canton.

Why: To hear Plymouth-Canton Community Schools offi-
cials explain the details about the bond proposal, which,

if passed, would pay for technology advancements, a
bus replacement program, a new middle school and
other facilities repairs and upgrades.

Contact: For information, call (734) 416-2755.

board Treasurer Shei-
la Paton, who said she'd
probably “do about 15"
of the presentations by
the time the May 7 elec-
tion comes. “We're get-
ting great questions.
People don't appreci-
ate how few people vote
in these elections. In
the last several school
or bond elections, only
about 15,000 people vot-
ed, and about 70 per-
cent of those are voting
absentee. That's crazy.
So the more people you
can inform, the better
chance you have.”

Canton Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said that, while the

Continued from page A1 er to communicate with Canton police arrested
another person to com- Hermann Feb. 13 when he
mit a crime. came to the Holiday Inn

think the conditions are Express near Lotz Road
good where they're at.” Facebook message and Michigan Avenue,
Hermann, described A Canton mother tes- allegedly to meet with the
by Cripps as a former tified in graphic detail mother and child.
truck driver and self- March 22 how she and a The woman testi-
employed artist, could man, purportedly Her- fied March 22 that she
face penalties rang- mann, corresponded by  received Facebook mes-
ing up to 20 years in Facebook instant mes- sages — since tumed over
prison if he is convict- sage. She went to author-  to poli bing
ed as charged of two ities after she said an how Hermann wanled to
counts each of child sex- attempt was made to kiss, fondle and have sex-
ual contact with her and
her daughter.
“I dream of a lady shar-
ing her daughter with
5 me,"” according to one of
OBSERVER many Facebook messages
) - read aloud in court.
NEWSPA tP ERS Detective Kelley has
o S
Al testified that Hermann
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afternoon of food, flowers and wine. And You‘re Invited!

It’s The Days of
Wine and Roses at Glacier Hills

Thursday, April 25, 2013
11:30a.m. %/l 1:30 p.m.

@5‘;»

Surround yourself with flowers
as you enjoy a mouth-watering
three-course spring luncheon
prepared by our Executive
Chef. And for dessert,
delightina demonstration
and wine tasting by
Spotted Dog Winery,
voted #1 at The Great
Lakes Wine Fest 2012!

Apoioed Dag
Wimery

®

on
with your reservation and call Elaine at 734.929.6782
by Wednesday, April 17, 2013.

Seating is limited to the first 50 guests, 56~ be 5
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GLACIER HILLS

Opening doors
weorw Glaciertils 013 | 1200 Earhart Road, Ann Arbor, M 48105 | B & | e

Teuching lves.

. be:
Glacier Hills is ready to celebrate life in bloom with a special

tions, asso-
ciations and munic-
ipal bodies. Jeremy
Hughes, the district’s
superintendent, and
Kim Crouch, the school
board’s newest member,
pitched the bond to the
Canton Township Board
of Trustees a couple of
weeks ago.

Road show

Up next is the Plym-
outh Township board,
where officials will dis-
cuss the bond ’mesday
The Plymouth

hip board as a
whole doesn’t endorse
political issues, trust-
ees still appreciated the
information,

“It gave them an
opportunity to do that,
so anyone who catch-
es that on cable or
who was in the audi-
ence, gets the perspec-
tive from the super-
intendent and board
members on the issue,”
LaJoy said.

After the meeting,
several Canton trust-

board meets 7 p.m. in
the township hall meet-
ing room, 9955 N. Hag-
gerty.

“The goal is to inform
these groups about
the bond and make
sure they have the
facts regarding it, and
answer any questions
they might have,” said

9 al
smnl:y haun
Service 8am - 1 pm
Sales 10 am - 3 pm

2010 FORD
ESCAPE XLT

4x4, certified, moonroof

ees — including Pat Wil-
liams and Tom Yack —
posted Facebook mes-
sages supporting the
bond. LaJoy said, speak»
ing strictly as a resi-
dent, that he can get
behind the bond.

Knocking on doors
“I'm in favor of it
(personally),” LaJoy

said. “I'd like to see a
new middle s¢hool in
Canton. We have the
vast majority of the
kids here, and I think
some of them get trans-
ported qu)te a way. If
there’s going to be a
new middle school, this
is where it should be."

‘The nearly door-to-
door approach — “Real-
ly, if any group request-
ed a presentation, we
would do that,” Mardi-
gian said — is similar to
efforts to pass previous
bonds. The 1997 bond
produced Plymouth
High School and Dodson
Elementary School, and
a bond passed in 2005
built Discovery Middle
School. Bond proposals
failed in 2006 and 2007.

Board members know
they’ve got to reach as
many people as possible
in a short window, hav-
lng only made the deci-
sion in February to go
for the bond.

“We're doing every-
thing we can to have
people understand
what’s in the package in
arelatively short peri-
od of time,” Mardigian
said. “I'm hoping voters
understand that when
a bond passes, there
is research that shows
home values jump up
automatically. We have
to work very hard to
help people understand
what the bond means.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(3132228899
Twitter: @bkadrich
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Foundation appoints
interim leader

For the first time in near-
ly 20 years, the Canton
Community Foundation has
anew leader.

Albeit on an interim
basis, Julie Zajdel has been
appointed the executive
director by the foundation’s

ted to building a vibrant,
compassionate and engaged
region.”

Grady also took the oppor-
tunity fo point out some of
the foundation’s accom-
plishments over the last
vear, including:

Board of * Hosting the group's
Directors. annual Veterans' Summit
She replac- designed to educate veter-
es long- ans about available benefits
)| time exec- and resources.
| utive direc- * Providing assistance to
tor Joan Open Door Food Pantry and
Noricks, Gleaners Food Bank that
whoretired  will provide food for indi-
Zajdel lastmonth.  viduals and families strug-
Zajdel has  gling financially.
worked for * Collaborating with other
the since 2011. ity partners to cre-

Zajdel owns a degree in
sociology from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, and she's
worked in the nonprofit sec-

ate a Local College Access
Network (LCAN) to encour-
age higher education and
increase college enroll-

STEPHEN
Firefighter Frank Rehling earned the Ironman Award for
responding last year to 717 fires and medical runs — more
than any other Canton firefighter paramedic.

IRONMAN

Continued from page A1
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Rehling won his award
on the same evening Can-
ton fire officials honored
numerous firefighters,
police officers, dispatchers

tor for more than 10 years. ~ ment. The CCF also contin- Rehling accepted his and civilians with a wide
Her background also ued to provide scholarships  Ironman Award after Mei-  array of awards — some
includes business manage- to high school studentsand  er spoke of his accomplish-  of them for saving lives
ment experience as co-own-  adults returning to college. ments during the Village of people who would have
er of Rush Delivery, a Plym-  Since 1990 CCF has award- Theater ceremony, prompt- faced death without medi-
outh-based company, for20  ed more than $500,000 to ing the crowd to give Reh-  cal help.
years. 500 area students. astanding ovation. Rehling still lives in Red-
In a letter announcing the * Provided informational “Firefighter Rehlinghas  ford, where he was a 1992
move, CCF Board Chairman  workshops designed toedu-  been thorough, conscien- graduate of Redford Union
Jerry Grady said the foun- cate and strengthen local tious, ambitious, and enthu-  High School. He lives there
dation will conducta search  nonprofits so they can bet- siastic, thereby encour- with wife Kelly and their
for an executive director ter serve the community. aging others to become two children, Tristan, 13,
who will “encourage com- “The Canton Commu- more vmfxcnent, motivated  and Bryn, 8.
munity growth and assist nity Foundation plays an and involved,” Meier said. Rehling said he was
in the challenges that faces  important role in helping “By his outstanding ser- the first in his family to
2 improve the lives of Canton vme, Firefighter Rehling become afirefighter. His
“The foundation will con- residents and surrounding greatly to from that
tinue to serve as a trust- areas through phil thy of the ion just a few
ed leader and stay true to py,” Grady said. “Because Canton Fire Department blocks from his childhood
our vision to serve the com-  of the outstanding commu- and upheld the finest tradi-  home.
munity,” Grady wrote. “We  nity support, great things tions of the Canton Depart- Yet it seems he has
are your community foun- are happening across our ment of Public Safety.” inspired more than other
dation and we are commit-  area.” It's a tradition Pub- firefighters with his ambi-
lic Safety Director Todd tion and his dedication to
Mutchler said has grown fighting fires and saving
AROUND CANTON stronger over the years. lives. He might just have
WOMEN'S CONNECTION  the Canton Women's Connec- L€ citedeffortsoflead — an Ironmaniin training at
i i tion. Tennies will talk about  erssuchashistwoprede-  home. e
Date/Time: Monday, April 8, hn Sant “M "R d
% people and places from cessors, Jol itomauro y son,” Rehling said,
pEsne Michigan connected to the  and Patrick Nemecek, and  “hopes to follow in my foot-
:-ﬂ‘:';';; %ﬂnll_ﬁn C?ﬂgv ':» Civil War, former Fire Chief Michael steps.”
et s o Y Contact: RSVE by Aniil5 tose Rraaciet e RlloF ytiom
Details: Guest speaker David e jicholas at (313) 610 Fetumn or
Tennies, a Civil War historian, 564 o email junenicholase ' the latest fire department (B
highlights the meeting of Ol e g
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MAKING HISTORY

Continued from page A1
preceded by a short stint in firefighting in Flat
Rocl

“ wuuld say she very much deserves the Fire-
fighter of the Year award,” Fire Chief Joshua
Meier told the crowd assembled inside the the-
ater. “She works tirelessly. She never says no to

i r ibilities. She never 2

One of three

Murphy-Stevens — one of three women in a
department of 61 sworn firefighters —is a mem-
ber of the fire department’s training committee.
She has been involved in the awards program
since it was started in 1999, helping shine the
spotlight on others before her colleagues decided
it was her turn.

“Firefighter Murphy-Stevens always has a pos-
itive attitude and sets an example for the oth-
er firefighter paramedics to follow,” Meier said
during the awards ceremony. “When she is out
on a scene with patients, her compassionate side
and the love for her work shines through and
is a positive reflection on this department. She
always goes above and beyond with her respon-
sibilities and willingly accepts additional duties
and assignments from the command staff.”

Though she doesn’t consider herself on the
front line of change, she became the first female
firefighter in Flat Rock and Canton before she
became the first woman honored as Canton Fire-
fighter of the Year.

“T'm not a women’s libber. It's not a movement
for me,"” she said. “This is what I do. I like the
adrenalin of this job. I like the unknown. It's a
different job every day.”

Big moment

Murphy-Stevens chose her career in her early
20s, after her studies in computer programming
left her uninspired. She also opted against being
a stay-at-home mom, though she and husband
Greg cherish their three children, Ty, 17, Tristan,
9, and Taryn, 4. Her family watched Wednesday
night as she strode across the stage for her big
moment.

During the ceremony, Public Safety Direc-
tor Todd Mutchler voiced pride in a department
that has become respected among its peers after
evolving from a former volunteer organization in
once-rural Canton to a top-notch department in a
township with over 90,100 people.

It's people like Murphy-Stevens who have
made a difference. They put out fires. They save
property. They save lives. And sometimes, like
Wednesday evening, they earn recognition for a
job well done.

“I love firefighting,” she said before accept-
ing her award. “And as a paramedic you get to
save lives. It’s great to go into a house where an
asthmatic is not breathing — and you get to help
them breathe.”

dlem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
Twitter; @CantonObserver
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Seventh-grader wins writing contest

Plymouth Christian Academy junior Luke Holmes, here with

German teacher Emily Carlson,

has earned a trip to Germany.

PCA junior gets

trip to Germany

Luke Holmes, a junior.
at Plymouth Christian
Academy in Canton, has
been awarded an all-
expense-paid summer
study trip to Germany.

Holmes was selected as
anational winner after
scoring in the 90th per-
centile or above on the
Level 3 2013 National
German Exam for High
School Students spon-
sored by the American
Association of Teach-
ers of German. Near-
ly 23,000 students par-
ticipated in the program.
After qualifying with a
high score on the Nation-

German Exam, he sub-
mitted responses to sev-
eral short essay questions
in German and in Eng-
lish and was then inter-
viewed by a committee
comprised of high school
teachers and college pro-
fessors of German.

Holmes is one of 44 out-
standing German stu-

dents selected from
across the U.S. to receive
the award. The study trip
includes round-trip air
transportation to Ger-
many from New York, a
home stay in a host fami-
ly, and excursions to plac-
es of cultural and his-
torical significance. The
study trip award is made
possible through a grant
from the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany.

“This program gives
students the chance to
experience Germany
firsthand by living with
a German family and
attending school,” said
Keith Cothrun, Executive
Director of the AATG.
“It’s a once in a lifetime
opportunity.”

Holmes and the oth-
er winners will travel to
Germany this summer.
He is a student of Emily
Carlson, German teach-
er at Plymouth Christian
Academy.

A seventh-grade student
from Canton Charter Acad-
emy recently won an essay
contest that asked the ques-
tion, “Which U.S. Presi-
dent would you like to have
lunch with and why?”

Krupa Patel said it was
a tough decision, but
when she thought about
it deeply the answer
became clear: George

Canton
Charter
Academy
seventh-
grader

rupa
Palel said
decision, but George

Washington would be the
president with whom she'd

essay contest, Patel won
first place in the middle
school division, winning
the $100 prize for herself,
$100 for school supplies,
and a free lunch for her
classroom.

Four other Canton stu-
dents earned finalist sta-
tus for their essays and
each won a gift card.

“We have so many

all winner. We are all so
proud of her.”

Patel said she put a lot
of effort into her essay
and it was exciting to win
the recognition, but she
really wants everyone to
honor the sacrifices made
by the first president of
the United States.

“I'm glad that peo-
ple saw the true impor-

Washington. most like to have lunch. strong writers at Can- tance of George Wash-
“I realized that George ton Charter Academy, ington,” Patel said. “It’s

Washington was more ‘War. I wanted to have and Krupa is one of our great to be a winner and

than just America’s first lunch with someone I top writers,” language to know that others will

president,” Patel said. could look up to.” arts teacher Mary Brown  learn more about Wash-

“He was the greatest mil- This is the second year said. “When I read her ington’s story and all that

itary leader known dur- Community Financial essay, I knew it had the he has done for the Unit-

ing the Revolutionary held the President’s Day potential to be the over- ed States of America.”

ON CAMPUS
Salem State
University

Michael Zhang, a res-
ident of Canton, is the
recxplent ofa postgradu-
ate certificate in clinical
trial management after
completing a seven-week
professional certification
program taught at Salem
State University by expe-
rienced faculty of PAR-
EXEL Academy.

The program is a col-
laborative between Salem
State and PAREXEL
International, a leading
global biopharmaceutical
services provider. This
collaboration will pro-
vide candidates with the
education needed to suc-
ceed in the growing clini-
cal research management
industry.

Northwood
University

Two Canton students
have been named to
the President’s List for
fall semester at North-
‘wood University. The

Ameriprise &5

Take the guesswork out of
your retirement plan

Navigating through today’s retirement landscape can be complex to say
the least. As the leader in financial planning, our proprietary Confident
Retirement® approach can help answer questions you may have, like:
When will I be able to retire? How do I make the most of the money I
have? How can I leave a lasting legacy to my loved ones?

Financial

It starts with a

Michael K.

CERTIFIED

professional

ion to

goals and concerns. From there, I'll work with you to develop a retirement
roadmap with clear steps you can take to help you retire on your terms.

Pension Recipients, have you been offered the option to receive a
Tump-sum payment from your employer? Call us today to talk about what
options may be right for you.

Call me today at (734) 432.6490

Kiassa, CFP® , ChFC® , CRPC*

Financial Advisor

FINANCIAL PLANNER™

5] Tesuszesn

d your personal

37677 Pembroke
AveLivonia, MI 48152

= 3
Canton resident Michael Zhang earned a postgraduate certificate in dlinical trial manage-

ment at Salem State University.

announcement was made
by Keith A. Pretty, presi-
dent of the university.

To achieve President’s
List recognition, students
must earn a 3.85 grade
point on a 4.0 scale.

Canton students making
the list were juniors Sta-
cey Klonowski and Lind-

sey Li

. Olher area students
made Northwood's Dean’s
List.

To achieve Dean’s List
recognition, students
must earn a 3,25 grade
point on a 4.0 scale.

Canton students to
make the list includ-

A

ed freshmen Faris Abra-
ham and Jacob Leib, soph-
omore Garrett

Jumnr Joseph Bellino and
senior Amanda McMa-

us.
Plymouth residents
making the list included
freshmen Emily Bagwell
and Jeffrey Conflitti.

DETROIT'S ORIGINAL
GLUTEN-FREE

SQUARE PIZZA

oty iz and e CeucinSoup Kichen ot o
%  37th Annual

"SLICE FOR I.IFE"
Monday, April 15, 2013
More info & fickets call 313-579-2100 x.170

ILl'xb a(

$2.00 OFF $1.00 OFF 10% OFF

$3.00 OFF

8 Square Pizza Faily Sized Salad 4 Square Pizza

=]
MAYTAG §

uddysp

Pasta, Salad or
Veggie Tray

= P —
ell the BEST and service the rest!

Klassa, Swaggerty & Associates.

A financial advisory practice of Ameripfise
Financial Services, Inc. An Ameriprise
Piatinum Financial Services® practice

@] micheetkidassa@amt.com

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
michael k.kiassa

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. Ameriprise he\ped
pioneer the financial planning process more than 30 years ago. Our unique Dream >
Plan > Track >* approach is about more than just numbers, it's both science and art.
We have more financial planning clients and more CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
professionals than any other company in the U.S. based on data filed at adviserinfo.
sec.goy and documented by the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc.
as of Dec. 31, 2011

ement is not a guarantee of future financial results.

e Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

,‘ We provide personal customer service, compelitive pricing and top name brands such as:

Maytag + Whirlpool + Kitchen-Aid + Jenn-air « Amana « LG - Viking

Do you need a major appliance serviced7

Let our trained, pmlessm
and efficient appliance technicians make the repair!

$10 off $50ff ! 10% off
any in-home one water fi lter .any parts over $30 ?
service of your choice * in store only
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Campaign seeks to update museum marquee

campaign has been mentioned
at meetings, in the museum’s
newsletter and in the e-mail
blasts she sends to its fans.
“Members have been seeing
it, and it’s members that have
been donating,” she said.
Contributions to the muse-
um are tax-deductible and can
be made through its website,
www.plymouthhistory.org.
Click on the “Support Us” link.

online at hometownlife.com

plus a little more than that

from the donor, who will match

up to the $8,000, Kerstens said.
The museum has launched a

sponsorship incentive aimed

at am—acnng donannns from

changed more than eight times
aday, but Kerstens said she
would be “thrilled to be able to
change it twice a day.”

As an example, Kerstens
pointed to four museum events
for the next few
weeks. With the current mar-
quee, she said, “I can only
advertise the first two events
coming up,” one on each side.

The museum already has a
digital marquee picked out;
Kerstens said the finished mar-
quee be of a similar size to
the current sign and would be
framed by the same two brick
pillars that stand there now.

“It would have a similar look,
just more modern,” she said.

So far, Kerstens said, the

By Matt Jachman
staff Writer

advertising method, because
people drive by and see what
we put up there,” said Liz Ker-
stens, the museum’s executive
director. “A digital marquee
would give us a lot more flexi-
bility.”

Kerstens said a digital mar-
quee has long been on her wish
list for the museum.

“T've been dreaming about
it for a while, and this person
(the donor) knew that,” she
said. The donor approached her
last year, she said, pledging to
match what the museum raised
for a marquee.

An electronic marquee,
including installation, runs
about $16,000, and the museum
already has raised about $4,500,

The Plymouth Historical
Museum'’s collection includes
hundreds of artifacts from a
slower, simpler time, but that
doesn't mean its own technolo-
gy can't be up to date.

Prompted by a pledge from
a donor who wants to remain
anonymous, the museum is.
in the midst of a campaign to
raise money for a digital mar-
quee that could change mes-
sages instantly. The electron-
ic marquee would replace the
current one, on which letters on
a board behind Plexiglas have
to be changed by hand.

“Our marquee is our No. 1

YMCA partners to help seniors

Donors nf$1 000 (Lhe gold lev-
el) or $500 (the silver level)
will be thanked by name on the
new marquee: the name of each
sponsor, Kerstens said, would
appear on a marquee message
for several hours each day, for
six months at the gold level
and three months at the silver.
Donors of lesser amounts would
be recognized in other ways.
Plymouth has an ordinance
prohibiting the messages on
electronic signs from being

The Plymouth Historical Museum,
155 South Main, is open 1-4 p.m
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. It closed most holidays. The
phone number is (734) 455-8940.

mjachman@hometowniife.com
(313) 2222405 | Twitter: @mattjachman

The Plymouth Commu-  to socialize, meet new
nity YMCA is recognizing friends and have fun.”
the umque needs of old- Members receive
er adults in the commu- access to a variety of
nity by partnering wuh participating locations
the the country,
Healthways SilverSneak-  including Plymouth Com-
ers Fitness Program. munity YMCA. The Sil-

The Plymouth Commu-  verSneakers classes will
nity YMCA is helping old-  be offered through the
er adults increase their 'YMCA at The Friendship
Ievels of physical activi- Station, ]Dcaled at 42375
ty while ivating them yn
to remain active. Silver- ‘Township. Classes will be
Sneakers is an exercise offered on Tuesdays and
program designed exclu-  Fridays from 9:30-10:30
sively for older adults a.m., starting in April.
and is available — at lit- This location offers the
tle or no additional cost —  signature SilverSneakers
through many Medicare Fitness Program classes,
health plans, Medicare designed specifically for
Supplement carriers and  older adults and taught
group retiree plans. by certified instructors.

esearch points to the ~ Additional signature

significant health bene-
fits of regular exercise
for older adults,” spokes-

~ person Abigail Sigal
said. “In addition to help-
ing our members stay
physically healthy, Sil-
verSneakers also offers
a great way for them

classes, including YogaS-
tretch, SilverSplash and
Cardio Circuit, may be
available at select loca-
tions.

The YMCA will start
registration April 15 at
the YMCA office. Addi-
tionally, the YMCA will

hold two open house
dates for registration and
sample classes on Tues-
day, April 23, and Friday,
April 26, from 9:30-11:30
am,, at the Friendship
Station.

Sage Hegdal, YMCA
Executive Director, says,
“We are so excited to be
able to offer this program
in our community since
the YMCA is for healthy
living,” YMCA Execu-
tive Director Sage Heg-

said. “We encourage
all seniors to come out to
the open house events to
register and to try outa
class - so come prepared
to exercise and have
fun.” The YMCA is work-
ing with Plymouth Com-
munity United Way and
Plymouth Township to
be able to offer this pro-
gram at little to no cost
for seniors.

To check eligibility, con-
tact health plan provid-
ers. To learn more about
the Plymouth Community
'YMCA call (734) 453-2904.

Bring your future kindel

visit our three kindergal

Join us at‘9:00 a.m or 1:00 p.m. on Thursday,
April 18, 2013, for our Kindergarten Preview.

exciting storytelling adventure, while parents

personal tour of the school.

All Saints Catholic School

rgartener in for an

rten classes and take a

Our
= Two full-time aides i
classrooms

« Special focus on Vi

_ * Music, gym, art, cot
and Spanish

classroom

« 25+ years of leachmg experience

in spacious

rtues and

character education

mputers, library

+ Parent volunteer opportunities in the

To reglster for this eventortosetupa
personal tour, please call 734.459.2490 or
email cplsarski@allsaintscs,com,

48735 Warren Rd.
(west of Beck Rd.)
Canton, MI
wwwi.allsalntscs.com

EXPERT.

HEATING & COOLING

Register On Oui

For Coupon Savings:
www.expertheatcool.com

r Website

‘

4 7} ‘Ask yourself these quﬁl)nns. :

1 V. Do you suffer with allergies?

V/ How clean is your indoor air quality?
Do you have high utility bills?
Is your furnace and/or air conditioner
more than 15 years old?

Call Expert Heating & Cooling...

We Can Save You Money!

 Save up to $1,675.00

« Up to $500 in Federal Tax

WE’RE ON THE MOVE!

Soon we are moving fo a larger
office in Taylor. Stay tuned!

turn to the experts /.

Find us on
Facebook

hape Up-For-Summer Membership Specmﬁ
bl

For all your fitness needs, check out
Summit on the Park!
Canton residents:

Purchase a 3-month
individual membership

forjus/....s99‘

Non-residents:
Purchase our 3-month
individual membership

JSor just.... 5129‘

For more information, contact Membership
Services at 734-394-5460...Get Started Today!

SUMMIT on THE PARK

46000 Summit Parkway * Canton, MI 48188

734-394-5460

WWW. summnomhepark .org

AT-OE08796847

In Plymouth

Come see our brand new
state-of-the-art repair facility at

40475 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth MI

20% OFF

ANY SERVICE, REPAIR,
PARTS, ACCESSORIES
& BOUTIQUE ITEMS
Up to $100 m Twal Savings.

\nhd at Don Masse ] Iymnulh only. Mlmbc

St i of e N vl i
"Siers or i:stoe specias xcivdes res Dotk pot
s or dhp Suplics.

WINTER SAFETY
INSPECTION
Includes: Battery & Charging System,
Check & Fill all Fluid Levels, Brake &
Suspension Systems, & Condition of
Tires. Call Today for an

Expires 4-15-13.

POT HOLE SPECIAL
Includes:
Tire Balance & Rotation,
& Front End Alignment

41 Do Moy Cadlae Plymonts ol

LOANER CARS
With any collision center repair.
We service all makes and models
We are a direct repair facility for many
major insurance companies

AT-0E0N706208

time of write up. Valid on most

" éars and light m e S dc;hr for details Full warranty on all repairs
15,

Expires 4-15-13

Hours of ope
Tues., Wed., F

Call Today for an Appointment

(734) 453-7500

www.donmasseycadillac.com

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com
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Daughter takes the

online at hometownlife.com

| LocAL NEws

lead in mother-daughter acting combo

By Maureen Paraventi
Correspondent

Canton resident Anne
Cloutier got a surprise
when she and her daugh-
ter, Elise, decided to
revive a long-dormant
family tradition by per-
forming together ina
stage play — the musical
“Barnum,” opening at the
Village Theatre in Canton
April 19,

It seems the student
has surpassed the mas-
ter.

This isn’t the first time
the two have formed an
acting combo. Anne and
13-year-old Elise were in
several community the-
atre productions five or
six years ago.

“In other shows we
did together she was so
young that most of the
time I had to be ‘Mom*

and watch out for her,
and tell her where to be
and what to do,” Anne
said.

The two continued to
do stage shows, but sep-
arately, because they
weren't able to find one
that was right for both
of them. Anne acted in
“It’'s a Wonderful Life,”
“FONTS,” “Music Man"
and “My Fair Lady,”
among others.

Then along came “Bar-
num,” a unique hybrid
of musical theatre and
circus that contains

well forget that they’'re
not at a circus.

Colorful cast
Barnum tells the sto-
ry of PT. Barnum and his
conclave of circus acts.
Spanning 45 years, it
reveals how the dynam-
ic relationship Barnum
had with his wife, Char-
ity, influenced the col-
orful cast of characters
who would help make
him a household name,

like General Tom Thumb,

Jenny Lind and the man
who ultimately became

the expected (song and his show biz partner,
dance numbers) as well James Bailey.
as the unexpected (stilt The two Cloutiers

walkers, unicyclists, jug-
glers and tumblers).
While the show, which is
presented by Spotlight
Players, won’t be per-
formed under a Big Top,
audience members may

couldn’t resist audition-
ing for “Barnum,” which
has the kind of songs
“you just can’t get out of
your head,” Anne said,
who added, “That's a
good thing.” They are

"ooo
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New York Strip Steaks

8 pack

$ 4.99/1b.

Bone-In Split

Chicken Breasts

Family Pack

99¢/lb.

Fresh Ground

UC!
5to 7 Ib. pkg

Farm Fresh
Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breast
5to 7 Ib. pkg
$ 1.99/1b.

Baby Back
Ribs
$ 2.99/1b.

§ 2.29/lb.

Turkey Breast
While supplles last
4108 Ib. pkg

Family Pack
$ 2.89/1b. )

Frozen

1 19[lb.

USDA Whole
Boneless Pork
Tenderloin

$ 1.89/1b.

Sliced Free

120173

SHOW(

both in the ensemble, and
Elise is a dancer and tra-
peze artist as well.

Between “Barnum” and
the shows she did pre-
viously with her moth-
er, Elise has been com-
piling a fairly impressive
theatrical resume that
includes roles in “Camp
“Aladdin,” “Foot-
nnie” and “Lit-
tle Mermaid.”

‘With all that experience
behind her, along with
training in ballet, tap,
jazz, hip hop and lyrical
dance, Anne said Elise is
now the expert, and has
been teaching her mom -
helping Anne learn dance
steps and songs - instead
of the other way around.

“It is so wonderful to be
able to see the fine young
lady she has become,”
Anne said proudly.

She’s not the only per-
son impressed by her
daughter’s stage pres-
ence.

“People were amazed
that she is only 13 —
especially her adult male
dance partner, whose jaw
dropped when he real-
ized he was partnered
with, and asking for help
from, a seventh-grade
kid,” Anne said.

Bug bitten

Elise was bitten by the
acting bug early. She was
in a production of “Bye,
Bye Birdie” when she
was only S years old -
sort of.

Anne was the one who
was actually in the show,
but Elise was videotaped
for a segment that was
shown on a screen at the
beginning of the sec-
ond act. Seeing her moth-
er onstage in the first
act got no reaction from
young Elise, but see-
ing herself on the screen
caused her to jump up
in her seat and scream,
“That’s me! That's me!”
She was a hit with both
her fellow audience
members and the actors.

“1 was onstage wait-

= Heating = Cooling * Boilers * Plumbing

Canton resident Anne Cloutier (left) with her daughter,
Elise, backstage at the production of “Sound of Musi

ing for the lights to come
up and we were all just
cracking up!” said Anne.
Now that Elise is a
teenager, she’s not only
onstage in her own right,
but she’s adding tra-
peze artistry to her list of
accomplishments. Anne
said her daughter is a lit-
tle nervous about this
role, especially since the
director teased her at one
rehearsal by asking her
if she could hang on by
Jjust one toe.

Lessons learned
“She is so excited about
this,” said Anne. “She is
taking private lessons at
the Detroit Flyhouse to
help in this. She won't be
doing too many daring
things, but I thought the
lessons would help her
to feel more comfortable
when she is on the tra-

peze onstage.”

“Barnum” is being
directed by Wendy
Sielaff of Canton, assist-
ed by Music Director
Richard Alder of West-
land and choreographer
Jen Beitzel of North-
ville.

The cast includes Leo
Babcock of Saline as PT.
Barnum; Cathy McDon-
ald of Plymouth as Char-
ity; Rebecca Winder of
Livonia as Jenny Lind;
Tina Paraventi of Ypsi-
lanti as Joice Heth; Jim
Jackson of Westland as
General Tom Thumb and
Jeff Foust of Canton as
James Bailey.

“Barnum” runs April
19-28, with Friday and
Saturday shows at 8 p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday
matinees at 2 p.m. Tick-
et prices range from $13-

$16.

« Electrical » Construction = Swimming Pools

Licensed and Insured
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Skate plaza a popular spot for teens

By Sue Buck
Staff Writer

Some teens only need
to look to the users of the
new Garden City skate
plaza to observe role
models of good behavior
and politeness.

Skate plaza users are
good examples of polite-
ness and taking turns.

With no adult supervi-
sion or monitoring, the
young people wait in line
to take their turns.

On a sunny afternoon
during Spring Break,
many turned out to while
away their time and hone
their skateboard skills.

A number of children
said that they come to the
plaza daily or often.

“I come here every day,”

said Nathan Gillespie, a
Garden City resident.

Residents Chase Folg-
er and Ryan Leithead do
likewise.

After months of using
the plaza since it opened
in November, the teens
would like the plaza to
become larger.

One young man is hop-

Keith Thering from Canton
Township enjoys the Gar-
den City skate plaza during
spring break.

ing that grass could
be planted around the
periphery.

“That would make it
less dusty,” said Shel-

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Garden City skate plaza which opened last fall is a popular attraction during spring break.

by Jones, a Taylor resi-
dent, who works in Gar-
den City.

‘When the dirt kicks up
around the plaza, it gets
slippery. “It gets everything
real dirty,” Jones said.

It gets the wheels and
the skateboard dirty
which affects perfor-
mance.

Additions seem to be on
everybody's minds. ,

Y.D. Trapstar, an Ink-
ster resident, would like
another transfer, another

1-Hour FREE Guided Tours
April 14,21 and 28

il
[

emu-u

M
\EDUCATION

Classes Start May 2013
-{‘Reglster by April 24, 2013

For info: 734.477.6331
Scholarships Available

Huron Valley Ambulance
Center For EMS Education

HVA

Visit our website:
hvaedu.org

was redistricted.
Webb wanted Garden

‘miniram;

D parking lot.
The plaza is located

The plaza was built with

in Garden City Park, on park millage money and City kids to have a free
Cherry Hill, east of Mer-  was facilitated by former  source of entertainment.
riman in Garden City. Wayne County Commis-

The skate plaza is locat-  sioner Diane Webb, (D- sbuck@hometownlife.com
edin front of the old pool ~ Dearborn Heights) who (313) 222-2249 | Twitter@SueSbuck

Do you have chronic

KNEE PAIN?

You may be eligible to participate in research!

Men and women 50 years or
older with knee pain due to
osteoarthritis are needed
for a medication trial.

Study involves two (2) FDA-approved
ions for knee pain.
found eligible for participation will
receive a medical examination and study
medications at ‘no cost' and will be
compensated for their time and effort.

Over the course of the study phases,
all participants will receive
each of the active medications.

For more information, please call:
734-615-6910

‘The OASIS study: UM/IRB: HUM00044644

of Michigan
e System

AToa796624

Independence
Village

)

Saturday, April 20th
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Enjoy free food, music and prizes — including
our drawing for an Elvis Presley slot machine®.
Plus, you'll receive a free CD* of great 50's music
just for touring our property.

More Great Events:

The Third Leg “Motown” Happy Hour
Saturday, April 13 Friday, April 26

1:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m.

Kurt Kinde, veterandrama  Gome listen to the tunes
coach & teacher from of Motown Live Music.
Northville High School, will  Drinks & lite snacks will be
be presenting his inspiring ~ provided

tale of his most unusual RSVP by April 25.

family.

RSVP by April 12.

on the fun!

Respite Stay

Coming out of a Rehab

or Hospital, and in need
of some TLC? Consider
staying with Independence
Village of Plymouth for a
short stay.

Ask one of our leasing
agents for details.

Independence Village of Plymouth

www.SeniorVillages.com

734-453-2600

14707 Northville Road, Plymouth, Ml

South of 5 Mile Road

 managed amd lovingy cored o by
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Robot will help on dangerous runs

By Ken Abramezyk
Staff Writer

Livonia police and fire

information or tell where
the hot spot of the fire is
located. I can see all of
that live.”

cer out of a dangerous
building and can go up
and down stairs.

The robot arrived in

departments have a new The robot is equipped February, but it has not
ally in protecting the pub- with a camera and can been used in a real-life
lic in the entire west- take air samples. Magda  hazmat situation or dan-
ern Wayne County region said the robot can be sent  gerous police situation.
from dangerous situa- in first at a scene while Firefighters conducted
tions. the western Wayne Coun-  training exercises at the
A new robot has been ty Hazmat team assem- end of February, Mag-
purchased to assist the bles to carry out its oper-  dasaid.
fire department with haz- ation. Taig said that in March
ardous materials and will “Itcanrunuptoamile  the SWAT team trained at
help police, and specifi- away from its base sta- the old site of the North-
cally the Western Wayne tion,” Magda said. ville Psychiatric Hospital
County SWAT team, in Deputy Police Chief using the robot.
responding to barricad- Ben McDermott said if Officials at each depart-
ed gunman or hostage sit- the western Wayne Coun-  ment are pleased that
uations. ty SWAT team is called they have the robot to
The robot, which cost FESE L N to a potentially danger- rely on to help in risky,
,000, was purchased BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  ous scene, the robot will life-threatening runs.
through a $185,000 Urban  Tom Stroup checks out the robot obtained through a grant. assist with transporting “We're looking forward to
Area Security Incen- items into a barricaded using this new technolo-
tive grant secured by The public first caught departments in the coun-  deadly situations. situation, without endan- gy, because we know itis
Fire Lt. Mike Magdaand  a glimpse of the robot, ty, said that hazmat team “We’ve had sever- gering an officer. going to save lives,” Taig
coordinated through the which drove up onstage is the only one in the state  al runs in recent years “It expands our capa- said.

- efforts of the police and with Mayor Jack Kirksey, with a hazmat robot. ‘where we've had tobring  bility without any hazard- “It will save time, save
fire departments, The at the mayor’s State of Police and fire officials  in a hazmat technician,” 0us exposure to person- infrastructures and let
remaining funds were the City last month. believe the robot, oper- Magda said. “This robot nel,” McDermott said. “It  us recover from the inci-
used to purchase a por- Magda, who coordinates  ated by wirelessremote,  can go into harm’s way gives us another set of dent quicker and more
table X-ray machine to the Western Wayne Coun-  will help keep public to do what that techni- eyes.” efficiently,” Magda said.
examine contents of sus- Hazmat Team with safety personnel safe in cian would do. The robot Police Capt. Ron Taig Magda said the robot will
picious containers. firefighters from various  dangerous or potentially  can close valves, relay said the robot can deliv- also be used as a back-

er equipment, such as a up to assist the Detroit
“throw phone.” “It also ‘Wayne County Metropoli-
— can breach windowsand  tan Airport, if necessary.
% doors,” Taig said.
‘/4 /& 6[ . Since the robot can lift Kabramez@hometownlife.com
; over 200 pounds, it can (313) 2222591
re tu Lo also pull E,, injured offi- Twitter: @KenAbramcz

Photography 50218 Chierry Hill

Classic Portraits Canton, Mi, 48187

Since 1936 734-495-1939 Do

Call for an appointment

www arellastudio.excliewebpages. com

Sitting Fees from $15.00-860.00
Packages starting at $136.95
Next Day Proofs

‘The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its reg-
ular meeting April 16, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. at the Friends
Room on the main level of the Library at 223 S. Main
Street, Plymouth, MI 48170.

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers
for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed
‘materials bei
with disabilities at the meetmg/haanng upon seven (7)
days notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals
with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing
or calling the following:

erlieh Voroe Tibrawy Seectery
Plymouth District Library
223 5. Main Street; Plymouth, MI
734-453-0750 x 217

High
School
Seniors

Publish: April 7,2018 -
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Enjoy carefree retirement lw‘mg
at Waltonwood

‘Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with

endless opportunities outside your door. With friendly
neighbors, conyenient amenities, personal staff and car
onssite, you're free to choose how you spend the day.

Spacious apartments
Housekeeping & maintenance
Delicious, home-cooked meals
Activities and scheduled transportation
Pet friendly community
P

lized care services availabl,

pcations in Canton. Call and schedule
personal tour today.

WALTONWGDD

Redefining Retirement Living®
CHERRY HiLL
Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living and Memory Care

(734) 335-1459
a2 |

CARRIAGE PARK
Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living
(734) 3350947

2000 N Canton Center Road 42600 Cherry Hill

www.Waltonwood.com
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Habitat Detroit names man ‘Volunteer of Year’

By Karen Smith
Staff Witer

Gary Earnley of Livo-
nia is one of those home-
owners who enjoys do-it-
yourself projects.

So when he retired in
2008 as a systems analyst
for AT&T, he thought it
would be fun to volunteer
for Habitat of Humanity
Detroit — and give back
to the city he grew up in.

Last year — and again
this year — he was hon-
ored by Habitat as Con-
struction Volunteer of
the Year. He received
the most recent atvard in
February.

“It’s a lot of fun,” he
said. “When I started. I
knew some things, but
I've learned a lot. My
knowledge has improved
dramatically, I now
understand about all
aspects of constructing a
home.”

Earnley, 64, was recog-
nized for volunteering
for 58 days in 2011 and 67
days in 2012. He shared
the 2012 award with the
Wednesday crew, a group
of about eight volunteers.
The 2011 award was an
individual award.

“I was surprised to win
last year, surprised our
team won this year,” he
said. “When you do volun-
teer work, you don't do it
for rewards.”

Humility, passion
Sandra Cobb, chief of
community development
for Habitat Detroit, said

all 2,900 of their volun-
teers are extraordinary,
but Earnley takes his
inyolvement with Habi-
tat to another level that
deserves recognition.
‘“Ihe only thing great-
er than his humility is his
passion,” Cobb said, add-
ing that whatever needs

Gary Earnley, surrounded by Habitat Tshirts.

doing, Earnley is commit-
ted to doing. Cobb said
Earnley’s passion, part of
his “faith belief,” influ-
ences others around him.
Earnley estimates
he's worked on about 45
homes on Detroit’s far
east side, either build-
ing new homes or fixing
up existing homes. He's
done everything but elec-
trical work and plumbing,
which licensed contrac-
tors are required for.
He's met some of the
partner families — Hab-
itatis a hand up, not a
hand out, program and
requires sweat equity
from the families. “Ireal-
ly en, JDy those conversa-
tions,” he said. “It gives
you a chance to hear their
story. They're always
really thankful, and in
most cases, very humble.
It makes you feel good
helping someone that

Your local agent insures your

Retiirement

Ask about our annuities and IRAs

Larry G. Johnson
CSA, LUTCF

=]
FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE*

il s Gy
CL T e
734—207 0983

ggerty
Plymouth

Farmaumulnsnrance com

really needs help.”

Earnley was famil-

iar with Habitat before
retiring. As a member

of the mission board at
St. Paul’s Presbyterian
Church in Livonia, he had
volunteered on Habitat
projects in other states
and in northern Michi-
gan. .

International
mission trips

He wasn't new to volun-
teering either. Since 1997,
he has been on about 15
international mission

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

trips to Belize, Ecuador,
Mexico, Brazil, Peru and
South Korea, where he
has worked on Habitat-
like projects.

At a leprosy hospi-
tal in Ecuador, he helped
build a second access
door to the women's dor-
‘mitory and a wheel-
chair ramp to the men’s
dorm, and helped install
anew gutter system. Ata
deaf orphanage in South
Korea, he helped install
smoke alarms with flash-
ing lights so the hearing-
impaired children would
awaken in a fire.

« Trays, Coasters & Place Mats

He has also volunteered
in disaster relief in the
United States, helping
with Hurricane Katrina
cleanup exghr times
and assisting with tor-
nado cleanup in Joplin,
Mo., and flood cleanup in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

He's heading to the New
Jersey coast for a week in
May to help with Hurri-
cane Sandy relief efforts
there.

Earnley said each mis-
sion trip is different, but
they all change him in
some way. “I would say
you get more back than
you give,” he said.

The trips that touched
his heart the most, he
said, were the.ones to
the leprosy hospital. The
people there were so
shunned by society that
‘many of themi stayed liv-
ing at the hospital even
after they were cured.
Believing lepers have
some kind of bad spir-
it, family and friends
refuse to visit. If the lep-
ers move back into a

. neighborhood, and neigh-

bors find out they had
leprosy — often obvi-
ous from their missing
fingers and toes — the
neighbors will burn their
house down.

Earnley and his fellow
mission workers would
sit on the lepers’ beds and
visit with them, purchase
items they had made,
unafraid they would
catch the disease. The
connection built would
be so strong that by the

+ Knobs, Drawer Pulls & Handles Crosses
* Men's Metal e « Candleholders
& Wood Decor < Decorative Vegetable & Fruit-Filled Boftles  wauataie

time they left, even some
of the most “macho” con-
struction workers would
be crying, Earnley said.
Earnley’s wife, Ter-
ry, said her husband is so
humble, he didn’t mention
two other volunteer orga-
nizations he’s involved
with.

Scouting award

For 40 years, Earn-
ley has taught swimming
through the Red Cross to
Boy Scouts in Dearborn,
she said. He recently was
honored with the Scouts’
Silver Beaver Award for
outstanding service to
youth.

He also volunteers as
a guide for blind cross
country skiers through
Ski for Light, Terry Earn-
ley said.

Earnley plans to con-
tinue volunteering for
at least another 15-20
years. “I do feel blessed,”
he said, adding he not
only has good health, but
the resources to pay for
traveling and other mis-
sion trip and volunteer
expenses. “I think it’s
part of God’s plan for me
(to give back),” he said.

Plus, he still has more
to learn about construc-
tion. A member of the
Habitat Detroit Thursday
crew is 84,

“He moves a little slow-
er,” Earnley said, “but
kids like me can learn
from someone like that.”

ksmith@hometownlife.com
(313) 2222098 | Twitter: @Karenss7

“THE SPRING SHOP" & SUMMER! ITEMS ARE NOT INCLUDED IN SALE UNLESS SPECIFIED.

Fun is just a

866-2-ROLLEM (866-276-5536)

MotorCityCasino.com

Cypher Research

bladder leakage.

confidential market research study with
I males and females who use disposable
incontinence underwear (not liners) for

The study would involve trying free products
at home and participating in a 90 minute
interview in our Canton office. As a token of

bus ride away.

|
Bladder Leakage/

Incontinence Study

is conducting a

5175 for your time.

qualify

you will be

NO sales or clinical tests involved, we are
only interested in your opinions.

If you are interested in participating, please
call Kathy at 734.397.3400 X 3 to see if you
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Companies may buy, lease former GM sites

online at hqmetimynihfe‘con)

By Ken Abramezyk

staff Write

Officials responsible
for the remediation and
development of two for-
mer GM factory sites in
Livonia believe they are
close to finding purchas-
ers or tenants.

Four or five parties are
expressing interest in
purchasing the former
GM Powertrain plant on
Middlebelt, while two or

according to Bruce Ras|
er, redevelopment man-
ager for Revitalizing
Auto Communities Envi-
ronmental Response
Trust, i

One “serious” buyer has
approached RACER Trust
about purchasing one of
two properties on Eckles,
just north of Amrhein,
and south of I-96, at the
site of the former Spring
and Bumper plant. A sec-
ond prospective buyer
has entered into prelim-
inary di about

responsible for
overseeing the cleanup

‘and redevelopment

Former
GM Spring

Former GM
Powertrain Site

\

belt Rd.
D)

Plymouth Rd. 2}

purchasing a second sep-
arate portion of the site,
Rasher said

Rasher would not iden-
tify the companies. “We
have nothing to announce
today, but we are very
excited about the inter-
est in these sites,” Rasher

- said Tuesday.

Vacated factory
sites

The former Powertrain
plant site at 12200 Mid-
dlebelt, south of I-96 and
north of Plymouth Road,
was built in 1971. After
an expansion in 1984, the
building now spans 1.2
million square feet on 40
acres of property. Zoned
M2 for heavy manufac-
turing, it once housed
machining operations for
automotive engines and
related components. The

property also includes

a warehouse and waste-
water treatment plant.

At one time, the facili-

ty employed more than
1.200 workers. When it
closed in June 2010, it had
300 employees.

The site of the former
Spring and Bumper Plant
(Delco Chassis), at 12950
Eckles and 13000 Eckles,
on the northeast corner
of Amrhein, once housed
14 buildings comprising
2.1 million square feet.
Between 1954 and 1998,
this 120-acre site was
operated by various divi-
sions of GM.

The property is sur-
rounded by industrial
or commercial proper-
ties with the exception of
aresidential neighbor-

w@«?ﬁ' el =
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The former GM Powertrain plant on Middlebelt Road.

hood, located southeast of
the site.

The site at 13000 Eckles
is 116 acres. The build-
ings were removed in
2001, though concrete
slabs remain on the prop-
erty, which is zoned
industrial. A 3.5-acre
groundwater treatment
facility, still operational,
is located at 12950 Eckles.

At the plant, GM man-
ufactured vehicle bum-
pers, leaf springs, coil
springs and struts there.
Other operations includ-
ed bumper plating, met-
al forming, heat-treat-
ing, metal plating and
finishing and assembly.
According to an article in
the Observer in Septem-
ber 1970, more than 2,600
employees worked there.

Heartdand &

Health Care Center

Comprehensive skilled nursing
and rehabilitation services

Experience Makes a Difference.

11 locations in Metro Detroit

In 1993, GM ceased
its bumper operations

cept was to use some of
the funds generated in
the bankruptey proceed-
ings to give to the trust
to remove some of these
impediments, so commu-
nities are not stuck with
the properties.”

Rasher added that the
money was not intended
just for the cleanup, that the
property can be promoted
and marketed to companies
for redevelopment.

“We don’t just do this
on our own,” said Grant
Trigger, cleanup manager
for RACER Trust’s Michi-
gan properties, “We work
with the communities to
clean it up and bring jobs
to the site,”

Rasher said they have
been in discussions with.
Mayor Jack Kirksey and
Mark,Taormina, director
of planning and economic
development.

Remediation is
ongoing

Trigger said there was
“limited remediation”
required at the former
GM Powertrain plant.
Limited metals and clean-
ing solutions were found
beneath the floor.

and, in 1998, sold the coil According to the RAC-
spring business to an ER Trust website,
company, collect-
which leased a portionof  ed at select areas of the
the facility through the site was found to contain
year 2000, levels of inorganic com-
Structures were demol-  pounds above MDEQ's.
ished in 2001, with the nonresidential drinking
exception of concrete water protection criteria.
floor slabs and a ground-  EPA is reviewing the data
water collection and and additional monitoring
treatment system, locat- is planned.
ed at an adjacent, 3.5-acre ‘The Trust will continue
site at 12950 Eckles and working with the EPA on
on the southwest corner.  an environmental inves-
tigation and remediation
Trust worked with plan for the site.
AGs At the Eckles Road

The Trust is unique
because it works with
state and federal environ-
mental agencies and dis-
cussions involved attor-
neys general from the 14
states, Rasher said. “The
U.S. government, the
states and tribe involved
in the case recognized
that the presence of envi-
ronmental contamina-
tion can in most cas-
es be an impediment,”
Rasher said. “Their con-

property, Trigger said
chromium and nick-

el were found in the
southwest corner near
where the plating oper-
ations were once locat-
ed. A groundwater collec-
tion trench and treatment
system was installed to
address that impacted
groundwater.

A vapor mitigation sys-
tem was installed in one
nearby home after offi-
cials found that soil
vapors were present

above a narrow ground-
water plume contain-

ing chlorinated vola

tile organic compounds
(CVOCs), including tri-
chloroethylene TCE, that
migrated off-site to the
southeast.

The site has been sub-
ject to Resource Conser-
vation and Recovery Act
Corrective Action under
EPA oversight since Octo-
ber 2001. Since then, there
have been approximately
10 stages of investigation;
and several cleanups at
the site, including remov-
al of impacted soil from a
former fire training area,
powerhouse area, histori-
cal coal pile area, the for-
mer mudhouse area, and
a small area under the
north portion of the main
building slab; and the
groundwater collection
trench and treatment sys-
tem.

In addition, a barrier
wall was installed to sup-
plement the groundwa-
ter collection system; and
a groundwater monitor-
ing program and insti-
tutional controls were
implemented. Groundwa-
ter will be continued to
be monitored related to
the collection trench and
off-site TCE impacts, and
tests for soil vapor levels
will be monitored south-
east of the site to follow
the recent evaluation and
mitigation, according to
the RACER website.

The Trust will continue
to prepare documentation
and work with the EPA to
finalize the site’s status
as the RCRA corrective
action will include semi-
annual reports.

Both Rasher and Trig-
ger believe that creating
jobs is the ultimate goal
of the Trust and the rede-
velopment of the prop-
erties. They were asked
how companies promise
and officials know that
alarge number of jobs
would be created with
their purchases or leases
of the sites.

“My personal goal is to
return as many jobs that
were lost when the plant
shut down,” Rasher said.
“If there were a thousand
jobs in a plant, that is my
goal to shoot for.”

Dated: 04/03/2013
Publish: April 7, 2013

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPT.

734 354-3232

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that on 4/12/2013, at 10:00 am., Mayflower Auto Transport, 1179
Starkweather, Plymouth, MI 48170, a public auction of the following:

1999 Ford Ranger 1FTCR10A2LUB43644
2001 Pontiac Grand Prix 1G2WP52K61F131003
1999 Suzuki Esteem JS2GB31WXX6162234
1999 Chevrolet 1GCEK19R4XR110434

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
ACCURACY TESTING FOR VOTING EQUIPMENT
D, : A

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17TH, 4:00P.M.

Allen Park
Bloomfield Hills

Livonia NE
Oakland
Plymouth Court
West Bloomfield

Marvin and Betty Dan
Health Care Center

Canton

Dearborn Heights

Grosse Pointe Woods

Livonia

www.IChooseHeartland.com

The City of Plymouth has scheduled and will be conducting the Accuracy Testing for the Optical
Scan Voting Equipment, as well as the Hearing Impaired Equipment, for the General Election
to be held on TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2013, The testing is scheduled for WEDNESDAY, APRIL
17TH, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. at the Plymouth Cultural Center, 525 Farmer Street, Plymouth, MI

This is an open testing session and any interested person is encouraged to attend. Election
Source will be conducting the testing to assure that the voting equipment has been
programmed appropriately.

If there are any questions, please direct them to the City Clerk's office at 734-453-1234.

The Plymouth Cultural Center is in compliance with the American Disabilities Act and is
handicapped accessible.

Linda Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: April 7, 2013

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
PUBLIC NOTICE
To all residents and other interested parties: Agendas and Minutes for the Charter
Township of Plymouth Board of Trustees Meetings are available for review under
the Reference Desk Page of the Township Website: www.plymouthtwp.org . They are
also posted in the Clerk’s Office at Plymouth Township Hall, 8955 N. Haggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan for public perusal

Meeting dates in 2013: April 9, May 14 & 28, June 25, July 23, August 20, September 10
& 24, October 8 & 22, November 12 and December 10.

The public is invited and encouraged to attend the Board of Trustees Meetings.

Nancy Conzelman
Township Clerk

Special meetings should be scheduled for Tuesdays, unless otherwise posted
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Don’t sign bogus return; file one on your own

By Rick Bloom
Guest Columnist

Q: Dear Rick: | read one
of your columns and it dealt
with a wife who got in trouble
with the IRS over tax returns.
In short, her husband was
not reporting income and
she was held liable for the
taxes. At the time, you gave
her some advice. I'm in a
similar situation; however,
my husband and I have not
filed this year's tax return.
He earned some money that
he doesn't want to report. He
says we will never be caught.
I don't know if | should sign
the return. What if the IRS
discovers that we did not
report income, can | be held
liable? | should add that our
marriage is not the strongest
and | think that we are headed
for a breakup.

A:1remember the col-
umn. It dealt with a

spouse
who was
unaware
of her
husband’s
failure

such she
could take
advamage
of what
is known
as the innocent spouse
rule. Basically, this allows
the spouse to avoid li:
bility if they can shuw
that they had no knowl-
edge and were total-
ly innocent with regards
to the underreporting of
income.

Unfortunately, this
would not be the case in
your situation, If the IRS
did discover the under-
reporting of income, you
could be held liable not

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

only for the taxes, but
also for interest and pen-
alties. You would not be
eligible to use the inno-
cent spouse rule because
you had knowledge of the
underreporting before
you signed your return.
While I know this is
difficult, my advice is
that you do not sign the
return and inform your
husband that either the
income is reported on
your joint return or you
will file a separate tax
return. He won't be hap-
py with either alterna-
tive because there are
adverse tax consequenc-
es when a married cou-
ple files separately. Gen-
erally, when married cou-
ples file returns individ-
ually, they end up pay-
ing higher taxes. I do not
like people to pay more
taxes than they have to,

PCAC hosts arts weekend

The Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council is
promising “something
for everyone,” including
two exhibits and a classic
rock music experience
with its April Arts Week-
end April 12-14.

On the agenda:

» Friday, April 12, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. — Spaces and
Places artist reception,

the PCAC's fourth annu-
al juried exhibit, a free
event open to the public.

* Saturday, April 13, 7-
10 p.m. — Benefit con-
cert with D'Art Band, fea-
turing classic rock music
and door prizes. Tickets
are $10 and are available
at the PCAC office or at

e door.
* Sunday, April 14, 24

p.m.— Front Wall exhib-
it reception for “Sister-
hood.” Hosted by Cadet
Girl Scout Troop 40844.
It's a free event, open to
the public.

The PCAC is located at
774N. Sheldon in Plymouth.

For more information
visit the PCAC's website
at www.plymoutharts.com
or call (734) 416-4278.

Public invited to recital by local piano students

Each year, the Livo-
nia Area Piano Teachers
Forum auditions students
in elementary through
high school for the Award
for Piano Performance
Excellence. Winners
receive a cash prize and
the opportunity to per-
form in a winners’ recital
sponsored by the LAPTF.

This year’s winners’
recital will be held at 3
p.m. Sunday, April 21, in
‘The Steinway Gallery,
2700 E. West Maple Road,
in Commerce Township.
The recital is free, and
the public is welcome.

Donations will be
accepted for the Sharon
Rea Music Scholarship

program, which provides
scholarships to students
attending summer music
programs.

‘The Livonia Area Pia-
no Teachers Forum has
more than 100 members
from all over the metro
Detroit area.

For more information,
visit www.laptf.org.

FOR OUR SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2013 ¢ 1-3 PM.

« Preschool and Kindergarten
* Montessori-certified teachers
* Low student/teacher ratios

however, I am also a firm
believer that you should
not file a tax return that
you know is inaccurate.

1 wish there was anoth-
er alternative, but I don’t
know of one. The bottom
line is when you sign a
tax return, you are stat-
ing itis fair and accurate.
When that turns out not to
be the case, there can be
severe consequences.

Many people believe
that they won't get caught
by the IRS. However, you
would be surprised how
the IRS can find informa-
tion. For example, what if
the person who gave that
money to your husband
claimed it as a deduction
on his/her tax return and
then gets audited by the
IRS? The trail could lead
back to you and your hus-
band. Or what if the peo-

ple who gave the mon-

ey to your husband get in
trouble with the IRS and
cut a deal and voluntari-
ly report the information
about your husband to the
IRS? Once again, it could
put you in a difficult posi-
tion.

1 cannot stress enaugh
how important it is for
everyone to review their
tax return for accura-
cy before signing. If you
know that the return is
wrong and the number is
substantial, do not sign
the return. In your case,
since we are so close to
the tax filing deadline,
my advice is to file for an
extension and then dis-
cuss the situation with
your husband.

Keep in mind penal-
ties can be severe, par-
ticularly when it comes

to underreporting of
income. In those situa-
tions, if it's a substan-
tial underreporting of
income, you can
penalties as high as 50
percent. When you add
the penalties and the
interest to the tax liabili-
ty, you could be doubling
the amount you owe. Nev-
er play games with your
taxes; do the right thing.
It may cost a few extra
dollars, but it certainly
wul anw you to sleep at

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website
s www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. If you would

like Rick to respond to your
questions, please email him
at rick@bloomassetmanage-
ment.com

Estill Martinez

Open Mon. & Thurs.
am-9pm
Tues., Wed. & Fri.
9am -6 pm
Saturday hours:

Service 8am - 1 pm
Sales 10 am - 3 pm

@@@@@e@mm
VI At

734_5..171..11@11

Atchinson Ford
is proud to announce the addition of
Estill Martinez
to our sales staff.
He would like to welcome all his
previous customers to visit him for
a New or Used vehicle,

Call Estill at: 734-697-2217
or e-mail him
emamnez@atchmsonfcrd net

-
AT-OE08706795

Lﬁ.

Join us for our upcoming
Free Luncheon or

Dinner Seminar
on planning your funeral

in advance

aring, dedicated, experienced staff
« Outstanding academics
» Character development
* Multi-cultural emphasis
* Foreign language, music, art
* Individualized programs

* Field trips & in-house presentations
» Half-day and full-day schedules

PLymouTH-CANTON MONTESSORI ScHOOL
45245 Joy Road, Canton, M| 48187
734-459-1550 * www.pcmontessori.org
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Many people are
wrongly rejected when
they apply for Social
Security Disabllty ben-
efits. Money
out of thelr paychecks
for Soclal Security
taxes to ensure that they
would receive disability
benafits fthey could no
fonger work full-time. Sady, the
government denies approxi-
‘mately 60% of those who apply
for disabllfty benefits.

Attorneys ... Bleske and
Jennifer Alfonsi have 42 years
combined experience represent-
Ing only Social Security disability
clients. And they personally meet
with allcllents and appear
personally atall court hear-
Ings. Many large firms assign
inexperianced attorneys to your
case. And some of these firms

Attorneys Bieska and Alfonsi
can often make & winning differ-
oce o e sl i

an Is necessary
mey have won several hundred
cases before a court data is
even set.

‘Those denled can appeal on
their own but statistics for many
years reveal that those repre-
sented by attorneys win a much
higher percentage of appeals.

And attorneys who specialize in
Soclal Securtty Disabilty cases

s Similes  Winamuch higher percentage

away and only fly the attorney  °*

in the day of the court hearing. I addition to pactcbg oy
Social

have vast experience before local

‘Mjﬁ'ﬂlﬂ Judges.

y
atiomey Blests has wrten
book for attomeys about the

subject and has been

Your life.

Your legacy.

Plan to make it right.

= Discover 4 simple steps to planning your final
T

televislon programs.
Both atiomey Bleske
and Alfonsi have also
been Interviewed on
radio programs and have
given speeches to many
groups.

Attomeys Bieske and Alfonsi
offer free phone or office con-
sultation. I they represent you,
there will be no fee cha

until after the case Is won. The
fee is a percentage of retroactive
benefits.

Bleske and Alfons! represent
cllents from all over the state of
Michigan. Their Livonia office
s on Six Mile Road just west of
1-275. Their Novi office is located
on Haggerty Road Just north of
12 Mile Road. Call them at
1-800-331-3530 for a free con-
sultation If you have been denied,
or if you are thinking of possibly
applying for Social Security

nefis,

2
H
B
8

www.ssdfighter.com

VS

heck us out on the Web every day at

= Bring peace of mind to yourself and your family

= Opportunity to receive a FREE Personal

Planning Guide

« Conversation and helpful advice
= Complimentary Chicken Dinner with dessert,
coffee and tea will be served ar each seminar

Request your
FREE
Personal

Planning Guide
Join us for our upmming FREE Luncheon or Dinner Seminar

Funeral Homes

tence & Endaring Relarionships

In me Harry J. Will Funeral Home Banquet Room
37000 W. Six Mile Road, Livonia, MI 48152

oEsrais

Seating Is limited. Call now 10 reserve your space.

(734) 591-3700

Sponsored by

Harry J. Will Fu

Kevin Bullock

Luncheon or Dinner Seminar on the following dates:

* Tues., April 9" noon-2pm  * Thurs., April 18" 5-7pm

Jignity
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Schoolcraft to start plastics technology program

By Ken Abramczyk
Staff Wrter

Bill Dunbar, dean of occupa-
tional programs and econom-
ic development at Schoolcraft
College, met with engineers
and manufacturers over the
past several months to discuss
changing technologies and how
tomorrow’s workers can best
be educated.

More companies are using
an increasing number of plas-
tic parts in products ranging
from motor vehicles to medi-
cal equipment. Dunbar learned
companies want to hire trained
employees who know plastics.
The college wanted to help stu-
dents land a job and develop
competency levels in technol-

ogy.

Those discussions led to the
development of a plastics tech-
nology program. Schoolcraft
is expected to offer associate
degrees in 2015 and build an
academic foundation for plas-
tics engineering.

Starting in May, the college
will offer its first plastics class,
Characteristics of Plastics.

While that class is noncred-
it, it will help build in students
a foundation of plastics knowl-
edge.

The idea for the program is
similar to that of the college’s
health information technology
and nursing programs, which
also haye strong “industry/
employer” ties, Dunbar said.

Skill building

The first four classes after
the Characteristics of Plas-
tics will be “stackable” credit-
ed classes, which will be added
to the curriculum as students
progress through the program.
“These classes will build their
skills for a one-year certifica-

59995
507

$120

/

NYX Cherry Hill Production Manager Gurjit Singh Sidhu explains how plastic parts for Ford and General Motors products are produced at the
plant, Listening to the explanation are Dawnne Toppa, vice president of the Livonia Chamber of Commerce, and Amy Jones, director of business

development, Schoolcraft College.

tion; then once they hit 60 to 62
credits in that curriculum, they
can obtain their associate’s
degree in plastics technology.”

Dunbar estimated entry-level
positions range from $13 to $16
an hour. “They move up from
there,” Dunbar said.

“It gives them an opportu-
nity to build their skill levels
and keep building their cre-
dentials. Education and those
credentials are something
that no one can take away
from you.”

Sassan Tarahomi, president-
elect of the Society of Plastics
Engineers Detroit Section, will
be teaching the class in May.

He and other SPE members
met with Dunbar to discuss the
program. “We are targeting
this southeast Michigan region
to bring in jobs,” Tarahomi
said. Companies with repre-
sentation in the group include
NYX, IAC and Q'Vive.
Tarahomi said companies
would like to hire workers, but
many of the younger ones don't
have experience, Students can
learn about plastics materi-
als, processing and design in
the class. The class would be
geared toward a designer, tech-
nician or a high school gradu-
ate. “They need to prepare so
that they can get experience,

| FREE BRAKE INSPECTION!

Motorcraft® Brake Pads Installed

$4995

OrJESS
Withpp o
inmain
Renates

try working in that field and
experience that learning, and
eventually get a co-op posi-
tion,” Tarahomi said.

to improve mileage and dura-
bility and also lessen the cost
of medical equipment. Hospi-
tals are full of equipment com-

prised of plastics.
Part of prog “C ies are heavily
Internships at companies involved in it,” Dunbar said.
will be available. Dunbar esti-  “The auto industry is big on
mated that students would be plastics, but plastics are in
eligible after the one-year cer-  every industry.”

tification.

Plastics technology is part of
the growing field of megatron-
ics, which Dunbar described as
intelligent control of mechan-
ical systems. Companies are
turning to plastic parts in man-

Students will be able to trans-
fer those credits to Ferris State
University, which is the closest
university that offers plastics
technology and plastics engi-
neering, Dunbar said.
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TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH BURIAL

includes metal casket, outer burial
container, viewing & service
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TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH CREMATION
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Dems brmg ‘Listen Tour’ to Garden City

By Sue Buck of special needs,” Cline to know that we held this  income, restore the per-
Stattiiter said. “Tt scaresme alotto  Listening Tour toactual-  child tax deduction,
think that is where we are ly get their input, notasa  restore the Earned Income
House Democrats going because there is publicity stunt. Our Mid-  Tax Credit to 11 percent
brought their “Listening Th suchanattackonpublic dle-Class Plan turns those  and restore the Home-
Tour” Wednesday to Gar- e r education right now.” concerns into action.” stead Property Tax Credit.
den City. £0 Redl Cline said Michigan- Slavens added, “Our « Implement a fine for
But they listened to few of Qur State dersasa whole don't jobis to make laws that habitually overweight
bgcause attendance was work for the average, trucks, ensure existing
between chm'(er schools hard-working Michigan-  transportation funds are
Orgamzers announced and public schools and der, not CEOs or special-  used for road construc-
the press conference ial schools and what  interest groups. Although  tion and refinance exist-
Monday and held it mid- their responsibilities are. the economy is starting ing infrastructure bonds.
morning Wednesday. to recover, too many fam- * Make the School Aid
Mény in the communi- The plan ilies are still struggling. Fund only available for
ty, as well as the entire STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER The plan is based on Our plan will address use in funding K-12 edu-
state Legislature, were on  State Reps. David Knezek, D-Dearborn Heights, and Dian the response Democrats those struggles.” cation and increase per-
spring break. Slavens, D-Canton, spoke at a Wednesday press confer- received during their Restoring and protect- pupil funding by $320.
tate Reps. David Kne-  ence at Garden City Hall to talk about the House Demo- recent statewide Real ing funds to public educa- « Improve access to
zek, D-Dearborn Heights, ~crats’ Middle Class Plan. State of Our State Listen-  tion, eliminating barriers  health care for women
Dian Slavens, D-Can- ing to health care for women by removing barriers to
ton, and Andrew Kandre-  have heard from seniors Roraback urged strong “In every corner of and providing solutions health care centers and
vas, D-Southgate, cameto  about the pension tax, support of the public the state, residents told for fixing our roads and increasing access to fam-
Garden City toannounce  from teachers who com- school system. “A strong us that the policies of bridges, Mlchlgan s Mid-  ily planning services.
Michigan’s Middle-Class plained about classroom  public education system the last two years aren’t dle-Class P To view the plan in its
Plan, the House Demo- sizes and how they have has all kinds of benefits working for them,” Kne- * Repeal the taxon entirety, visit www.real-
cra(s‘ plan for helping 1o pay out-of-pocket for to our economy,” he said.  zek said. “We want people  seniors’ com.
l 's, seniors and kids.  school supplies and from drevas said Lansing
/e cannot continue for  women who are con- Republ.n:ans have “mxs-
two more years withleg-  cerned about access to guided
islation which only ben- health care. He, too, has attend-
eflts afew,” Kandrevas Slavens said at one ed other stops across the
meeting, a woman named  state.
Jesslca Lumbreras, a Michelle in Sterling Slavens urged people to L
community organizer Henghts asked “whether write letters to the editor.
for the Democratic Cau- this is Michigan or Mis- Garden City Schools
cus assigned to west- sissippi?” Superintendent Michelle INDOOR GUN RANGE AND GUN _SHO
ern zlayne County and “We heard the same Cline was cum:ml'.‘nedls
Washtenaw, said that the concerns from residents about charter schools. NEW!
plan was introduced by over and over again,” “We have a charter NRA GUEST SPEAKER ANDGUN Itk
the caucus as a whole. Slavens said. school coming into Gar- SUZANNE ANGLEWICZ RETENTION CLASS
“It’s a team effort,” she Tim Roraback, a 22- den City,” she said. "“Char- »
said. She expects that year Plymouth resident ter schools devastate pub- Topic: your Gun Rig! Learn how fo prevent an
bills incorporating the and member of the Dem-  lic schools in a communi- and how to protect them assailant from taking your gun
plan will be introduced in  ocratic Club, spoke at ty where a charter school 5 and using it against you
two weeks. the Garden City meeting. opens. While they get tax- April15 &16 ~ 7 pm-8:30 pm: Thurs., April 25 ~ 6:30 pm-10:30 pm
The state tour featured  He is married with two payer money, they are not NO COST ¢
many stops from Monroe  daughters. held to the same standard Must make reservation — s’s Must pre-register
to Hancock in the Upper “My concern is the of regulation as the pub- Only 40 seats per night by 4-22
Peninsula. The idea was increase in :axg;lon low-  lic schools are. g
to getinput at the differ-  income and middle- “Charter schools nee
ent stops. income people, which I to be held to the same NEW! TACTICAL 00TERS
Knezek said he and his (hmk is very devastat- standards as al:1 é)u:hc CARBINE SAFETY CLASS
islati smd schnols,” she addex
have seen first-hand how He aid agree Learn to ﬁght Orfored E':’g F’"’;‘V’ EHLLT
the Republicans have have recently cut $1 bil- aocoumabxhty isa hxgh i i -
affected middle-class lmn fram local public priority for the Demo- w'“! your rifle. Z.'a"::!:a 5533 %’I'l‘ll’:’; Ll
families and seniors. crats. Wed. April 17 ~ 6 pm-10 pm O e
“We wanted to hear how “My daugh!ers were “If we are not careful, B | mm i 4
taxes impact their daily both educated in Plym- our public schools will *Must have taken prior baslc camlne supervised ran yumn hour g
lives,” Knezek said. outh-Canton Schools,” he  be schools for children course. Call for detail istrilcion st boZ1 e ccoto B i3
Slavens said that they ~ said. of poverty and children S

33000 Ford Road » Westland » 734-326-7320 » www.firinglineguns.com

“WANT T
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Know Your Own Power”
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This Not-So-Big® Inspired remodel, ‘Addlﬂon bv Subhacﬂcn ", Architectural Resource
actually reduced square footage - celebrating quality over quantity.

regional

e 734-926-0178 « www.narisemich.org

Room Re-Imagined”.

Royston Design + Contracting presents “Powder

| oF SoutHEasT Ml S
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2013 ToOUR OF REMODELED HOMES DEBUTS IN PLymouTH

If you want to see firsthand the
remodeling possibilities for your
own home, you'll want to mark
Saturday and Sunday, April 27
and 28 on your calendar.

That's the weekend date of the
2018 Tour of Remodeled Homes
in Plymouth, sponsored by the
National Association of the Re-
modeling Industry of Southeast
Michigan. Five homes in Plym-
outh *have been added on to
the nine homes in Ann Arbor to
expand the market area of this
popular annual tour — now in its
tenth year.

“You can walk through each
home and have an opportunity
to meet the builders,” said Mon-
ica Forward, tour event chair. “It
will give you some new ideas to
use in your own home."

The National Association of the
Remodeling Industry of South-
east Michigan is a group of lo-
cal remodelers, suppliers, trade
contractors and other building
professionals who promote and
support the remodeling industry.
“One of the things that is unique
about this organization is that
they equally recognize mem-
bers of all professional and trade
backgrounds,” said Michael Ki-
ement, AlA, architect and owner
of Architectural Resource, LLC in
Ann Arbor.

Remodeled Home #1:

One of his project homes is
on the tour, entitled “Addition by
Subtraction.” “For the first time |
can ever remember on any re-
modeling tour, this project pres-
ents a charming 1920s Plymouth
bungalow whose square foot-
age was actually reduced by
55 square feet,” said Klement.
"It represents our firm's view of
making every inch count in our
client's homes, no matter what
the project size."

pany specializes in middie

In this home, Architec-
tural Resource, LLC re-
moved a solarium on the
rear of the home that was
actually losing more ener-
gy than it was gaining. By
completely reconfiguring
the floor plan, they created
a home that functioned
much more efficiently than
before.

Remodeled Home #2:
Bill Cowdin of Cowdin
Design + Build in Plymouth
completed a full home re-
model entitled “This Small
Space” for his project tour
home. “We took a small
duplex in downtown Plym-
outh and created a re-
ally modern space with an
open kitchen, cherry floors
and a totally remodeled
master bedroom suite,”
said Cowdin, whose com-

to upper-range remodel-
ing. “It was very exciting to
work in a confined space
and make it feel twice as big."

Remodeled Home #3:

Dave Latawiec, owner of DJL
Builders in Plymouth, will be pre-
senting “Four-Square Revisited,”
a whole house remodel plus
an addition to a 1925 two-story
four-square home. “We totally
gutted the original 1500 sguare
feet of space, then added
1400 more square feet," 2
said Latawiec. “What _ *
will attract the most =

and family room. We also added
a large mudroom and an open
sunroom in the existing house
space, then the addition which
includes a large master suite."
Remodeled Home #4:
Royston Design + Contracting
of Northville will show an early

PACT P
.t ° .

"Upsfalvs Downstairs™ MN'ON addition and deck
by Seghi Renovations.

1990s colonial that has
been totally rebuilt inside,
entitted “Whole House
Re-imagined.” ‘It's abso-
lutely gorgeous,” said Bob
Royston. “The homeowner
has spared no expense in
the meticulous remodeling
of this home."

With a new master bath,
guest bath, basement
kitchen and bath, and dec-
orative trim work, the house
exemplifies Royston's abil-
ity in the high-end scale of
remodeling. Another plus is
its Michigan-made custom
cabinetry. The moral of this
house's story is: The details
truly make the project.

Remodeled House #5:

A two-story addition
and cedar deck define
this project by Seghi Ren-
ovations in Plymouth, is
entitled “Upstairs, Down-
stairs."

The project includes a
stone fireplace and cozy fam-
ily room on the main floor, add-
ed onto the dining room, with a
finished lower level below. The
winding cedar deck goes down
to the lower level, connecting the
entire project at the exterior. “The
view is gorgeous, overlooking a
wooded backyard,” said Seghi.
“The whole back of the addition

is all windows and high cathe-
« , dralceilings."

s . -Bysally Rummel
.

attention is the o
open kichen s NARI Home Tours b,
." Saturday, April 27 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. .
- Sunday, April 28 from 12 p.m. fo 6 p.m. i
3 Tickets are $10, available at the door at all homes  °,
. the day of the tour. For more information about .
d the tour, visit www.narisemich.org A
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Chiefs look to
heat up fast

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

TIM SMITH, EDITOR
tsmith@hometownlite.com
734-469-4128

Reign Junior
Academy
registration
The Plymouth Reign
Soccer Club will begin
their Spring Junior
Academy on Tuesday,
April 16, a six-week
program for any player
ages 5-9,

Cost is $60 for once a
week, either Tuesdays
or Fridays, Those who
want to take part on
both Tuesdays and Fri-
days over the course of
the program can sign
up for $110.

All sessions (5:30-6:30
p-m.) will be instructed
by Plymouth Reign pro-
fessional coaches and

Bob Richardson has seen this
‘movie before: Large group of all-
conference athletes graduate from
his Canton varsity boys track and
field team, followed by an influx of
new talent.

At least that’s what Richardson
hopes will happen in 2013, with
the Chiefs set to open the season
with a dual meet Tuesday against
Livonia Franklin. Because of cold
weather this spring, preseason
practices have largely been forced sand
indoors — not the best way for an academy Tshirt will
runners to prep for actual compe- be included with every
tition. paid registration.

“We've lost some people from The academy is set
last year,” said Richardson, start- 1o take place at Allen
ing his 25th season at the helm of  Elementary School,
the Canton squad. “And, we'vehad 11100 N, Haggerty in
unusually chilly weather. So right Plymouth.
now, we've probably got more _ For more informa-
questions than answers to what to tion or inquiries, visit
expect out of our guys. plymouthsoccer.net or

“But, we've got good numbers, e-mail vice_president@
with 80 to 90. We'll see how they plymouthsoccer.net.
progress. But our coaching staff
will have them as ready as we can

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Connecting for a double during a 2012 game is Salem’s Demetrius Dunlap (No. 11), who is one of the team’s
top returnees.

Rocks ready to roll

have them.”
Canton, co-champions of the . y
. KLAA South Division in 2012 Senior men’s
By Tim Smith or two inside the gymnasium.  over at Madonna now.” with a 4-1 record (6-1 overall), -
Suftwier “T'l take talent over expe- lost standouts suchasMilesFel-  golf meeting
rience every day,” said Rum-  Catching on ton, Ryan Jones, Shean Krolicki, The Livonia Seni
Longtime Salem baseball berger, with a laugh. “I'l The Rocks boast solid play- Demetre Lopez, Jeff Molchan, o L G"'ff"'a e'.“:j'
coach Dale Rumberger doesn't  teach them what Ineed them ersall over the diamond. But TI" 20 'rts?“la on.
like to hype something if the to know. They’re just real- proverbial strength up the mid- Please see CHIEFS, B3 willstage it 2013 reg=

g i i istration and business
facts don’t back up his excite- ly smart, they’ve improved a dle is why Salem should, in the Meetinuate A st

ment. lot over last season, improved least, contend for the KLAA o
Rumberger doesn't mind alot over the summertime. Central Division, :’ ?IY'
going to bat for his 2013 team, I just think they’re going to Taking over from catcher is zg"‘
because the evidence is mount-  play well.” senior Lucas Salinas. He'll han- i &
ing that the Rocks will be a Of course, Rumberger — dle a talented staff featuring Li S
strong contender both in the inducted last year into the starters Nick March, Colin Pie- == s“’”l“‘a
KLAA and possibly the state Michigan High School Base- tron (both juniors) and Josh Ce“ :"
tournament. ball Coaches Hall Penn along with et stk :t‘;‘ el
Although Salem went just of Fame — knows a lot about  senior closer Jeremy St. Lau- Ocatedon e S0 s

east corner of Five Mile
and Farmington roads.
The meeting is open

what is and isn't talent.
Now entering his 19th sea-
son as Salem’s head coach and

16-18 in 2012, the Rocks fin-
ished strong (13-7 after April)
as young players gained expe-

rent.
His double-play combina-
tion is junior shortstop Jack

rience, returned to health or 27th overall, his teams have Driscoll and senior second to g""e"’ 59 ):ﬂ" J
both. collected a total of 22 divi- baseman Aaron Moore. ant ‘dUPr regardless of

Then Salem’s summer sion, conference, district and Senior and Saginaw Val- realgeney el oo
league team, coached by Rum- regional and  ley State-bound center field- " Th? $30 'Eglﬂ"‘ﬂ“f’"
berger, took a giant step for- won the 1991 state champion-  er Demetrius Dunlap is the ee also “:‘Vers the i
ward with a 35-1 record. ship. During his tenure, the anchor of the outfield. season-ending awar :‘

With nine key seniors Rocks are 454-340. As catcher, Salinas will be the banquet luncheon an
returning plus a number of gt

“I have all my starters
emerging players hitting their  back,” he said. “The only
stride, Rumberger can only starter I lost that played sig-
think thls might be the year nificant time was (catcher)
where the Rocks add a banner  Brett Ramirez, who's playing

unofficial captain of the Salem
ship. In addition to swinging a
good bat (.350s is his projected

For more informa-
tion, call Tony Amadori
at (734) 261-4718.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jamal Dixon will reprise his role as a
top long jumper for Canton in 2013.

Please see ROCKS, B2

Sibling revelry Whalers break
, g . 5
Birneys carry lacrosse torch from Plymouth to UDM th I'Ollgh in third
By Tim Smith make sure he could get By Tim Smith were finally free of the
Staff Writer whatever lacrosse equip- Observer Staff Writer last bit of rust— collect-
ment he needed. ed during the nine-day hia-
Lacrosse is the sport Soon enough, his sister, The Plymouth Whalers tus between playoff rounds
of choice in the Birney Kylie, followed suit, ulti- battled rust during the first — they scored four goals
household, and that's mately deciding to ditch two periods of Friday’s in the third period fora4-1
good news for siblings soccer for the sport is 'OHL Western Conference vietory.
Mike and Kylie Birney brother can’t get enough semifinal opener against Some serious sniping
— midfielders for Uni- of. 0wen Sound at Compu- fmm wingers Garrett
verSItv of Detroit Mer- My brother kind are Arena. Meurs and Sebastian U
cy's men’s and women’s of started the whole Plymnuth also hadtodeal (two goals) a]sohelped gel
teams, respectively. lacrosse thing in my fam- Attack
idn’t hurt that after  ily,” said 19-year-old goalie Jordan Binnington, ing, to the delight of 2,978
Mlke Birney, 20, start- Kylie Birney, who played ‘who brought his .937 save ‘home fans.
ed gemng into the sport varslty lacrosse at Livo- percentage from Owen “We had a couple really
while in middle school nia Ladywood and is now Sound's first seriesintothe  glorious chances early on
at Our Lady of Good a freshman midfielder game. “and we didn't bury ﬂ'nem,“
Counsel that his par- with the UDM women's Owen Sound scored mid-  Plymouth head coach and
ents and another couple team (which plays 1 p.m. way through the firstperi-  general manager Mike Vel-
opened up The Michigan ~ Sunday against Howard UDM ATHLETICS. od and that held up until lucci said. “And they got
Lacrosse and Training Lacrosse-loving siblings Mike and Kylie Birney of Plymouth the third.
Center in Plymouth to Please see BIRNEYS, B3  are feeling right at home at University of Detroit Mercy. But once the Whalers Please see WHALERS, B2
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Continued from page B1

average), he knows how
to handle a pitching staff,
block pitches and get
throws down to second
base for quick tags.

“Lucas has caught alot,
he caught a lot last sum-
mer,” Rumberger said.
“He’s akid that fought
hard all the way through
freshman and JV and it’s
his turn to be the carch-
ing leader of our team.”

Backing up Salinas
will be another catcher
with promise, sophomore
Colin Savage.

“That's a tradition here
at Salem,” Rumberger,
himself a former catcher,
said about having strong
players behind the dish.
“I've had seven all-state
catchers since I've been
coaching here. ... Soit’s
always been a point of
emphasis to have catch-
ers.”

Salem’s 1991 champion-
ship team.

Seniors Dave Proctor
and Austin Silletti and
junior Andrew Hunt will
pitch in middle-relief sit-
uations to get the game to
the seventh, when hard-
throwing St. Laurent can
take over.

“Jeremy’s a strike-
out guy, he has as much
velocity as Tyler,” Rum-
berger noted. “The best
thmg about him now is,
we've been working on
his breaking ball over the
winter and he’s made a lot
of improvement.

“So now he’s got two
pitches. The kids have a
lot of faith in him because
you know what’s on his
mind when we put him in
the game. He throws a lot
of strikes. For the most
part, when Jeremy’s in
the game, it’s over.”

Improved D
Salem pitchers will
benefit from improved

Moore displays pow-
er, smacking a three-
run shot in the districts
against Northville while
Penn hit .309 last year.

“T have alot of kids that
can really swing the bat,”
he said

Splmmg first-base
duties will be Silletti
and Josh Penn, and each
brings a different ele-
ment to the mix. Siletti is
aslick fielder while Penn
(417 average) likely will
be the cleanup hitter.

High praise

Salem’s outfielders also
give Rumberger reason
to smile, especially Dun-
lap — who hit .367 with
21 RBI last year in addi-
tion to flagging down any-
thing hit anywhere in his
vicinity.

“I don't say this often,
but Demetrius is proba-
bly the best center fielder
T've ever had,” Rumberg-
er said. “And I've had
three or four all-staters.

OCAL SPORTS

online at hometownlife.com

Stafford blanks Irish in opener

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Cool, windy weath-
er Wednesday did not
slow down Canton senior
pitcher Mike Stafford one
bit in the Chiefs' season
opener against Ann Arbor
Gabriel Richard.

Stafford hurled a no-hit-
ter into the fifth inning
and struck out 12 batters
as host Canton rolled toa
6-0 victory in the opener
of a twinbill.

“You know, Mike is a
senior and is a college-
level athlete,” said Can-
ton head baseball coach
Mark Blomshield, about
how little the weather
bothered Stafford on the
mound. “So that's basical-
ly what we expect out of
him and what he expects
out of himself, too.”

defense in the infield, Sam Ott played center for The southpaw, who
Plethora of arms with senior third base- me.” recently signed to pitch
As for Salem’s pitching  man Kyle Penn healthy A player who could take  at Liberty University
staff, Rumberger said he  after missing a chunk of over center after Dunlap  (Va.) next year, walked
has “more pltchers thanI 2012 due toillness. graduates is Nicholson, three batters and his =
have innings for.” The double-play com- who is the team’s lone pitch count was climbing JORNKEMSKLI DRSS PHOTO
March (1-3, 3.50) is the bo of Driscoll and Moore  lefty hitter and thrower. too high for a first start Canton’s Mike Stafford throws a pitch during Wednesday’s
No. 1 starter and is poised  (ably backed up by junior ~ “Alex is a great athlete.” when Jack Gage slapped game against Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard.
for a breakout season. Derrick Vergolini) also is When Gillen isn't pitch-  a grounder up! the middle
“Nick was one of our a couple notches better ing, he'll play left. Mean-  with two outs in the fifth breathing room with with a 1-1 count). and
primary starters last year than a year ago, simply while, sharing nght field  to spoil the no-hit bid. three runs in the fourth,a  Canton rallied for a 6-3
(as a sophomore),” he not-  due to havingalotof var-  will be junior Ji ustinSyd-  “I'm kind of glad they rally capped off by a two-  victory to improve to 2-0
ed. “He has good experi- sity experience. lowski and senior Alex got that hit there,” out RBI single by Weston  on the season.
ence. He was only 1-3 last “He (Penn) had pneu- Starr. Blomshield said. Price and a two-run sin- Going six innings and
year, but opponents only ‘monia, then strep throat,” "He (Sydlowski) is “Because he was getting  gle by Jake Boucher. striking out 13 while giv-
hit .211 against him.” Rumberger said. “It was another guy I broughtup  up around the 80-pitch A line-drive double ing up just three hits was
Pietron and Josh just a battle, And final- as a sophomore,” Rum- mark. Yeah, hehadano-  to right-center by Jake winning pitcher Brett
Penn will be regulars in ly, in May he was able to berger said. “He’s a big, hitter going in the fifth Raymo in the sixthled to  Mattson.
Salem’s rotation, both come back and start play- ~ strong kid and he can (but) I didn’t really want  another Canton run. Ray- Hazergian’s two-run
having made strides ing. Once that happened,  really drive the ball.” to leave him out there. mo advanced to thirdand ~ double was one of Can-
since Northville defeat- our infield fell right into Going up and down his That (Gage's hit) made home on two wild pitch- ton’s key hits to bounce
ed the Rocks in the 2012 place because we had a roster sheet, he couldn’t the switch easier.” es, giving the Chiefsa5-  back from a 3 -1 deficit in
districts. They were pret-  quality infielder at every ‘ignore unpresslve facts ‘Taking over on the 0 edge. the third.
ty good to begin with — position.” detailing previous suc- mound for Canton in the In the sixth, Canton A three-run fifth
Penn'’s first varsity start Driscoll “has good cesses and current poten-  sixth was another hard- made it a six-run cush- snapped a 3-3 deadlock.
was a 1-0 shutout over range and a good arm” tial. Rumberger and throwing lefty, junior . ion. Leading off with a Stafford doubled and
‘Wayne Memorial. and turns the DP well — Salem assistant coach Nick Hazergian, who fin-  single to right was James drove in two runs, includ-
Other pitchers who either with Moore or Ver-  Andy Ciantar know they ished up the final two Hall and he eventual- ing the wmmng run with
could make a big impact golini. have a pretty good team scoreless innings. ly scored on Hazergian's  two outs in the bottom of
are sophomores Tyler The infielders do more on paper. Canton grabbed an ear-  RBI hit. the fifth.
Brooks (who throws than pick it. Driscoll will Now, it's time to get it ly 1-0 lead when Nick The teams played a Also collecting an RBI
in the mid-80s), Bran- lead off and Rumberg- done on the diamond. Schnur scored on a wild second game Wednes- was Alex Clark.
don Gillen and freshman er could envision him pitch in the first. day night, using Catholic
lefthander Alex Nichol- improving on last year’s tsmith@hometownlife.com The Chiefs then gave League rules (each bat- tsmith@hometownlife.com
son, whose dad playedon  .288 average. (734) 469-4128 Stafford a bit more ter stepped into the box (734) 463-4128
WHALERS Owen Sound line change—  of Plymouth's zone, mere-
it took: justt\:ho minutes for  lyto easem;iCl pr:sms;hxre Alln
i Uviratoput the Whalersin ~ Whalers rookie ie Alex
SRS frant for good. Nedeljkovic (22 saves).
Veteran defenseman The puck bounced over
kind of a fluky goal there Austin Levi (Farming- the Owen Sound blue line,
that put us on our heels for ton Hills) hit Uvira witha where Uvira corralled it
10 minutes.” pass in the neutral zone and skated in for his sec-
The Whalers turned it up and the mid-seasonacqui-  ond of the night. He went.
acouple of notches in the sition did the rest. Uvi- top shelf with the shot.
middle period, outshoot- ra skated down the right “I saw Trocheck throw-
ing the Attack 14-6, but still wing, maneuvered around  ing the puck out high and
could not answer Owen Owen Sound defenseman  Iwaslike, ‘C'mon, I gotto
Sound’s early goal scored Keevin Cuttingandcutin  getit,”” Uvira said. “Then
by Germel Smlth at10:54 on Binnington. After going  I'saw the puck on theice
of the o] pel forehand-backhand-fore- and I started wheeling in
“Noese (Stefan Noesen) hand, Uvira slipped the hard to get to the net.”
hit the post, (Tom) Wil- puck under Binnington’s “He's a big, strong guy,”
son missed an empty nett- arm from just above the Vellucci said about Uvira.
er, (Ryan) Hartman missed crease. “When you go to the net,
an empty netter,” Velluc- “I was kind of yelling for  it's tough to stop him.”
cisaid. “That's the way it it,” Uvira said. “I wanted Capping off the win was
goes. We' 've been off for BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  the puck so bad becauseI  anempty netter by Rakell
nine days and you could tell + Plymouth’s Sebastian Uvira (No. 17) slips the puck past Owen Sound goalie Jordan Binning-  saw everybody was kind with 1:02 left.
early on.” ton to put the Whalers up 2-1 Friday night. At right is Attack defenseman Cody Ceci (No.8). of changing. So I used my Vellucei said he expects
The tables started to turn speed. I wanted the puck another ‘hard-hitting con-
at the 20-minute mark of shots through two periods).  On the board walked in toward theblue to get into the netand T test in Game 2, which is set
the second period. Vellucci also gave the Owen Sound killed off the  paint. From a sharp angle was lucky.” for 4 p.m. Sunday at Com-
Owen Sound’s Kur- Whalersalittle bitof apep  firstof thetwopenaltiesto  near the left post, and with ‘The 6-2, 206-pounder, puware.
tis Gabriel was assessed talk going into the third, Gabriel to open the third, only a small opening to asolid contributor since ‘“They're very phymcs.l.
a double minor for high trying to keep them from but then Meurs scored a shootat over Binnington’s  being traded to Plymouth ~ We knew they were goms
sticl from letting any get goal that wouldhave made  glove hand, Meursrippeda  inJanuary from Oshawa, tobe atough opponent,”
an allemurm attheend to them. Gretzky smile. shot into the top right cor- padded the lead to 3-1 with  Vellucei said. "Ir‘s going to
of the period. That gave “Stay positive, that was Rickard Rakell skated ner with 17:30 remaining. 3:12 remaining. ' be a great series.”
Plymouth an excellent it (the message),” he said. up the left half-wall and With the goal came a col- (OHL scoring champion
chance to finally solve Bin- ~ “You get one, you'll geta threaded the puck into lective feeling of relief Vince '!\'oqheck loﬁgd the tsmith@hometownlife.com
nington (who stoppedall 26 bunch.” the corner to Meurs, who and — partly thanks to an puck high into the air out (734) 4694128
@ ACADEMIC SKI LLS Join Us in Celebration!
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and grades.

CONCERNED ABOUT
YOUR CHILD’S
REPORT CARD?

For over 35 years, our proven method has helped
thousands of students improve skills, confidence,

 An academic evaluation identifies problem areas

» Programs tallored to address each student's needs
» Highly trained tutors work individually with students
« Lessons are taught at the student's pace

Callus
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Your Tutoring

1800 CAN LEARN® « HuntingtonHelps.com
44630 Ford Road
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(734) 207-7930 -

Life Support Training Institute .
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time.

For more information or to register, please visit us on the web at
www.lifesupporttraining.org
or call us at
866-FOR-LSTI (367-5784)
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2013 Spring/Summer Courses Available Now!
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Please Visit Us at www.lifesupporttraining.org!

Late Regi trants Accepted
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BIRNEYS

Continued from page B1

University at Titan Field,
on the UDM campus).
“All four of us play now.”

Indeed, younger broth-
ers Sean and Ryan also
play the sport and their
dad, the elder Mike
Birney, coaches it at
Plymouth-based Good
Counsel. Meanwhile,
mom Lisa runs the God-
fredson Road business
with friends Gene and
Sandy Pulice (like the
Birneys, from Plymouth).

And the fact Mike and
Birney followed success-
ful prep careers by play-
ing their sport of choice
at Mercy is icing on the
cake.

“It’s pretty cool because
our whole life we kind of
grew up playing lacrosse
together,” Mike said. “It's
pretty cool that she came
to the same school.”

Also pretty pumped up
about the family connec-
tion at UDM is Kylie, not-
ing “it brings a comfort
factor to school. To be
away from home, at the
same time he’s always
here. If I ever need my
big brother he's always
here for me.”

Taking root

The Birneys are there
for the Titans, too. Mike
Birney through games of
April 3 has 11 goals and
'six assists in eight con-
tests. UDM played Sat-
urday morning against
Manhattan College in
a game that took place
after this issue of the
Observer went to press.

Meanwhile, Kylie
Birney’s stats through
10 contests are pretty
impressive, too. She has
11 goals entering Sun-
day’s 1 p.m. game against
Howard University (at
Titan Field on the UDM
campus, where both

CHIEFS

Continued from page B1

Matt Schacht, Stephen
Sehacht, Zach Smilo and
‘Tyler Winningham.
Richardson knows
he has some top-notch
returnees, however. One
of those is senior sprint-
er Colby Morris (100
200). Another is junior
Jamal Dixon, slated for
hurdles and jumps.
Other sprinters on the
roster include seniors
Drake Hogan, Ryan
Jlmenu. Jumnrs Antho-

Jones. In the 400 dash
will be seniors Bil-

ly Nicholson, Charlie  *
Steslick, Andrew Ste-

Ex-Glenn

teams play home con-
tests).

The men’s team is part
of the Metro Atlantic Ath-
letic Association (MAAC)
while the women play in
the Atlantic Sun Confer-
ence (A-Sun).

Their college careers
are taking root, just six
or seven years after the
lacrosse seed was plant-
ed.

“I got introduced to
(during middle school)
because of my friend,
Gino (Pulice),” Mike
explained. “He played
soccer his whole life.

He really wasn't really
into it (lacrosse), but he
watched a game on-line
one day and got really
interested in doing it.

“He bought a mini stick
and he had two of them
and gave me one and we
started playing in his
basement. Soon enough,
we started liking it more
and more.”

In order to take the
sport up seriously, they
needed to get some gear

phens and sophomores
Isaac Pennock and Mitch
Morin.

Fast impression

“Probably the one
who's impressed us
the most is a freshman
sprinter, Alan Jones,”
Richardson said. “He's
right up there with Colby.
Morris, one of our senior
leaders.”

Dixon will be joined in
the hurdles by seniors
James Hildreth, Andrew
Stephens and sophomore
Bryan Eastman.

Set for jumps in addi-
tion to Dixon are Wade,
Stephens, juniors Davon
Taylor, Forrest Hall and
sophomore Alec Mac-
Donald.

“Some of our dis-

and find a team.

“We told my mom and
dad there wasn't real-
ly any place around to go
buy equipment around
us, so they decided to
start up a store (with
the Pulices),” Mike con-
tinued. “Then, we start-
ed playing some summer
leagues and stuff out at
Total Sports in Wixom. I
started playing organized
in eighth grade (on the
Good Counsel team).”

Following his lead

After that, he carried
on with lacrosse at Catho-
lic Central, where he also
played football. The simi-
larities of the sports reso-
nated with him.

“T've been playing foot-
ball my whole life and I
really like the high-pace,
contact kind of sports,”
Mike said. “I just like
how it's always going,
always flowing. Never a
stop to it, you always get
an opportunity to

good play.
“You don’t have to wait,

tance runners are most-
ly underclassmen, but
they’ve had a lot of expe-
rience in cross coun-

try and have been with
ustwoor three years,”
continued Richard-

son, listing juniors Evan
Dunklee, Tom Walkin-
shaw and sophomore Bil-
1y Toth.

Others who will com-
pete in the mile and two-
‘mile runs will be seniors
Bryant Chen, Josh Joy
and Owen Ash.

Throwers include
seniors Olaniyi Owagbe-
‘mi, Matt Halim, Austin
Lynn, sophomores Adam
Armesto and Guntas
Dhanda. In the pole vault
will be Hildreth, Jimenez,
juniors Kyle Zander and
Grant Mast.
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UDM ATHLETICS
Racing down the field for the University of Detroit Mercy men's lacrosse team is Mike
Birney (No. 11) of Plymouth.

stop, reset. ... The fact
the sport is so quick-
paced, with hitting and
high scoring, was really
appealing to me.”

Once Kylie saw how
much her brother loved
lacrosse from the get-go,
she had to give it a try.

“In eighth grade, soccer
was a fall sport (at Good
Counsel) and I finished
that up,” Kylie recalled.
“In the spring, I decided
to switch over to lacrosse.
That eighth-grade year
was in a really small
Plymouth rec league that
introduced me to the
sport.

“It really was my broth-
er kind of getting me into
it, because there’s not a
lot of gn'l leagues around

y area.”

Then at Ladywood,
Kylie played for the Blaz-
ers’ field hockey team (in
the fall) and had to decide
between soccer, lacrosse
and track for the spring
season. Her decision
wasn't too hard to make.

“1'd always done soc-

Once the weather
warms and the team jells,
Richardson will have a
better idea of what the
season might bring.
+The Chiefs would like<
to stay among the divi-
sion leaders and improve
on last year’s ninth-place
finish at the KLAA con-
ference meet.

Canton did enjoy a
third-place performance
at the regional meet.

“Franklin and
Churchill will both be
tough teams and Plym-
outh’s got a good squad
coming back,” he noted.
S0 it should be an inter-
es(mg South Division
race.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

track coach starts new chapter

By Brad Emons
Observer Staff Witer

‘When Glenn moved into the Kens-
ington Lakes Activities Association

in 2009, Shough'’s top finish with the
After resigning last fall follow- Rockets was fourth in the Kensing-
ing 26 years of coaching boys ton Conference meet in 2010.
and field and cross country teams In the past few years wins had
at Westland John Glenn High, Jess became harder to come by for the
Shough admitted he suffered through Rockets in the KLAA.
withdrawal. “The biggest thing we’ve had the
The 68-year-old Shough, who spent last three years is lack of depth,”
22 seasons as head coach and another said Shough, who was replaced by
four as an assistant with the Rockets, Jason Dixon. “We've had some great
thought he'd stay connected to the ~ & athletes and state qualifiers. I've
sport he loves in a different way. Jess Shough didn't stay retired very  coached four of the Midwest Meet
“That was my intent ... was to do long after coaching boys track 26 of Champions selections. We've had
track officiating,” Shough said. “T seasons at John Glenn. He is now an  good success in terms of individuals,
didn't get started because I wasn't assistant at Canton. but that lack of depth was making a
getting any contacts. I got registered difference in terms of being compet-
and put contacts out, but didn't get Glenn where he compiled a 104-84 itive in the (KLAA South) division.”
anything because around here pret- dual-meet record. Shough graduated from Adrian
ty much all th And after ended his brief High School and played fourth years
ments are locked up at this time of hiatus, he i with  of both ind baseball at
year already.” track. Eastern Michigan University where
So Shough went to Plan B and start- “It's been an adjustment,” Shough  he earned a B.S. degree in physical
.ed Monday as an assistant coach at said. “Everybody looks at me and education.
KLAA South Division rival Canton. says, ‘What's he doing over here?" His first coaching job was as an -
T stayed around the house not It's been an adjustment, but up to. assistant at Garden City East under
dmng anything ... then I was just feel- this point it's been very natural. Clayton Kelly.
ing, Twant to coach,” Shough said. “I  The coaching staff has really been Shough then took the head girls
went back and got a contact with (ath-  receptive and the kids have been track position at Cherry Hill
letic director) Sue Heinzman and she  really receptive,” “I got hooked on the fact that track
said they were looking for an assis- Shough started coaching at Glenn  was the sport that I really could see
tant. I had been a great friend for in 1986 and served as an assistant myself coaching it,” said Shough,
many years with (head coach) Bob under Richard Gordon before tak- who also holds a master’s degree
Richardson an againsthim,  ing the head coaching reins in 1991.  in educational administration from
sol thought it \vou.ld be u natural fit In 1995, he guided the Rockets EMU. “It was something that I was
and it to Western Lakes Activities Asso- actually looking for in coaching. T
Shough retired from teaching in ciation and WLAA Lakes Divi- got hooked and I've been coaching it
2010 from the Wayne-Westland Com-  sion titles. But his best season ever since.”
munity Schools following Myears came in 1997 when Glenn captured Shough has begun a new phase in
(including 20 with the Cherry Hill the WLAA, division and regional his life and he's glad he accepted the
Schools), but stayed on coaching at Crowns. Canton position.

UDM ATHLETICS

Plymouth native Kylie Birney competes during a recent

game for the Uni

ty of Detroit Mercy women's lacrosse

team. She played high school lacrosse at Livonia Lady-
wood.

cer and I kind of got
burned out on that,” Kylie
stressed. “So I kind of
switched over to lacrosse.
Itis just one of my favor-
ite things because I'm
really into running. ... I
don’t know, it was just
something new to try ini-
tially and then I really got
into it as high school went
on.”

On the rise

Accordmg to Kyhe,
preparation at private
high schools definite-
ly helped her and Mike
to make the transition to
college — both in lacrosse
and academically. Both
want to pursue degrees in
business.

Does that mean running
the family lacrosse store
isin their future plans?

“Like Mike said, if they .
need us I'll be there,” she
said, chuckling.

But it’s no joke how
much the Birneys are
working to put lacrosse
on the local map.

“T think boys, they

get a bigger turnout

(for lacrosse) because

it seems there’s a lot

of boys switching over
from baseball and things
like that,” Kylie said.

“A lot of hockey players
like the whole contact
idea so they’ll play boys
lacrosse.

“With girls, it kind of
conflicts with soccer and
track because all three
are in the spring. So I
think they really just
need to start the pro-
grams at a younger age
like sixth grade.

That said, lacrosse is
“definitely growing” in
Michigan, she added.
Over at Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park, for
example, all three high
schools have boys and
girls programs that are
gaining traction.

It seems the Birneys
have plenty of company
getting hooked on their
favorite sport.

tsmith@hometownife.com
(733) 469-4128

‘Wildcats could

have ‘field’ day

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Despite losing a slew of
great runners to gradu-
ation, Plymouth varslty

TRACK
PREVIEW

! * discour-
aged about
what the Wildcats can do
in 2013,

He still has “a lot of great
young runners that we
think will make a quick
and significant impact on
the team.”

And Styes is banking on
plenty of points from field
events, as Plymouth looks
to follow up on last year’s
4-1record in the
South Division and second-
place finish at the Division
1 regional meet.

For example, Plym-
outh boasts three of Divi-
sion 1's best pole vaulters
in seniors Jane McCurry,
Sarah Uhlian and Taylor
Rieckhoff.

“We will be strong in the
field events this year,”
Styes said. “This will be
the strength of the team, at
least early in the season.

“We have three of the top
vaulters in the state and
adeep stable of talented,
would
put the talent that we have
in the pole vault against
any school in the state.”

In addition to the senior
pole vaulters, the Wild-
cats will feature sopho-
more Kayla Janevski and
freshmen Sam Fontana and
Haly Metz in that event.

Plymouth's throwers (dis-
cus, shot put) and high/long
jumpers should do their
part to add points to the
scoreboard, Styles noted.

Juniors Tionne Johnson,
Taylor Bickers and Megan
Wieloch are returning
throwers who consistently
eclipsed the 31-foot mark
in 2012. They'll be aug-
mented by freshman Elise
Wehmer.

Rieckhoff also will be

among the jumpers, along
with sophomore Emily
Freiburger and freshman
Kat Harris.

“Both Taylor and Emily
cleared five feet last year
and Kat cleared it this win-
ter during the indoor sea-
son.”

Easing them in

The potential in the field
events will help uber-tal-
ented freshmen sprint-
ers Bailey Brown and Jew-
el Davis not feel too much
pressure early in the year
to make things happen.

“Both Bailey and Jewel
have run times in the 400
this early in the season that
may have them in the mix
comie our big meets at the
end of the season,” Styes
emphasized. “Our talent in
the field events will take
some pressure off of these
young runners as they
develop.

“By the end of the sea-
son, we will be a strong
team that will be able to
score points both on the
track and in the field.”

Plymouth has first-year
distance runners who also
could make a quick impact.
Those are freshmen Char-
lotte Clark and Sophia
Stephan.

Plymouth has a number
of other returnees ready to
keep the Wildcats in con-
tention.

Those include seniors
Shannon Shaver (distance/
hurdles), Natalie Puckett
(hurdles), juniors Marina
DeBiasi (distance), Brian-
na Lax (distance), Ashley
MacBrien (sprints), Katie
Salanga (sprints), Holly
Stark (sprints/hurdles) and
sophamore Anna Lukens
(sprints).

“We will be returning a
strong core of hurdlers,”
Styes added. “Two (Puck-
ett, Stark) of which will be
in the mix come conferenc-
es and regionals at the end
of the year."
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All-Area girls cagers rise to the occasion

FIRST TEAM

Paige Aresco, Jr., F, Canton:
There was little the junior
forward didn’t do in 2012-

13 for the Chiefs, coming up
with big offensive perfor-
mance after big performance
all season.

Aresco averaged 16 points
per game, shooting 42 per-
cent from the floor and 75
percent from the free-throw
line.

On a team that stress-
es team defense, Aresco
reached 10 points or more
in 19 of 23 contests, often
despite being double teamed.

She also played excellent
defense and grabbed five
rebounds per contest, help-
ing carry the Chiefs to a 16-7
record and a Class A district
crown.

“Paige was outstanding this
year,” coach Brian Samulski
said. “She is a great compet-
itor and gives it everything
she has every time she steps
out on the floor. She really
proved throughout the year
that she can score.”

Her season netted her all-
conference honors, along
with numerous all-state acco-
lades.

Andie Anastos, Sr., G, Lady-
wood: The three-time All-
Observer first-team selec-
tion, headed to Boston Col-
lege on a hockey scholar-
ship, averaged 19.5 points, 9.4
rebounds, 5.8 assists and 2.4
steals per game for the state
Class B quarterfinalists.

“‘Andie is one of those
‘once in a lifetime’ type ath-
letes that only few people are
lucky enough to have come
through their programs,”
Ladywood coach Antho-
ny Coratti said of his senior
point-guard. “Not many peo-
ple can boast of leading her
high school to its first region-
al title in over 20 years and
winning a hockey state cham-
pionship, while being named
tournament MVP — all within
the same week.”

The first-team Class B all-
stater and three-time all-
Catholic League selection
also carries a 3.8 GPA.

“Trying to contain her was
the focal point of every team
we played,” Coratti said.
“Yet, she would always find a
way to make a play because
of her ability to see the floor,
share the ball, along with
her overall tough, scrappy
nature, which allowed her to
play way bigger than her (5-
9) height putting up a double-
double almost every night.”

Raven Bankston, Sr., G, John
Glenn: The 5-7 senior guard,
a transfer from Detroit Mum-
ford, paced the Class A state
semifinalists with 18 points,
six rebounds and eight steals
per game.

“Raven can take the ball to
the basket,” Glenn coach Eric
Kovatch said. “She’s very,
very strong with the ball.”

The first-team Class A all-
stater is headed to Delaware
State.

“We wouldn't be here if
hadn’t been for the Bankston
twins,” Kovatch said fol-
lowing a 55-46 state semi-
final setback to eventual
champ Grand Haven at Mich-
igan State’s Breslin Center.
“They'll be Rockets forever.”

ShaKeya Graves, Sr., G, John
Glenn: The 5-8 senior guard,
headed to DePaul Universi-
ty, averaged 13 points, six
rebounds and six assists per
game for the 24-2 Rockets,
who captured their first-ever
regional en route to the Class
A Final Four.

Graves' 18 second-half
points sparked a 55-50 quar-
terfinal win over Detroit
King.

She also hit a last-second
game-winning three-point-
er for the KLAA South, Kens-
ington and KLAA Association

Andie Anastos
Ladywood

Paige Aresco
Canton

Ayanna
Buckley
Clarenceville

Kaitlyn Kendall
N. Farmington

field goals. She is second in
career threes made and per-
centage, and she is second in
career steals.

“Marissa led this team in
S0 many more ways than
just on the floor,” coach Tim
Micklash said. “She has an
extremely high basketball IQ,
and she has meant so much to
our program, starting every
game since her sophomore

“As the only senior on our
team, she led by example and
showed the younger players
the right way to do things.
Marissa will certainly be
missed but will continue her
basketball career in college.”

Candice Leatherwood, Jr.,
G, Mercy: A three-time, all-
area player, the junior point
guard led the Marlins to a 19-
6 season and a runner-up fin-
ish in a Class A regional, los-
ing in double overtime to No.
1-ranked Detroit King.

Leatherwood not only ran
the offense; she was a key
part of it with a 12-point aver-
age. She also produced four
assists, three steals and two
rebounds per game. On a
team with no seniors, she was
a captain and two-time, all-
Catholic player.

“Defensively, Candice is
very smart, reads the passing.
lanes well and is an excellent
on-ball defender,” coach Gary
Morris said. “Offensively,
she plays the point with good
vision and smarts, and she
has improved her shooting —
both from the perimeter and
in the paint. For the second
straight year, Candice led the
team in free throw attempts
and shnt an excellent 72 per-
cent.”

Aaron Howell, Sr., G, Farm-
ington: Howell was a four-
year varsity player and an
all-round player, too. Though
she was a guard, she also is
a terrific rebounder and had
many double-doubles during
her career. Howell averaged
an impressive 19.3 points per
game, as well as 7.8 rebounds,
3.7 steals and two assists.

She set school records for
single-season steals (75),
rebounds (196) and points
(366), and she also has sin-
gle-game records for steals
(10) and points (34). She was
named to the coaches associa-
tion’s all-state first team.

Howell, who is a two-time
all-stater in track and field,
is a New Balance nation-
al champion in the heptath-
lete and has a scholarship to
Michigan in that sport.

“Aaron is a special athlete,”
coach Dave Browne said.
“She’s the type of kid who
comes through your program
once in a lifetime. From her
personality, to her work ethic,
to her athleticism, I can hon-
estly say, while we have had
and will have many great bas-
ketball players at Farmington
High School, we will never
have another Aaron Howell.”

SECOND TEAM
Ayanna Buckley, Jr., C, Clar-
The

inaD

6-1 junior cen-

win over Novi.

“She’s an incredible play-
er,” Kovatch said. “There’s
nobody I'd rather have the
ball than in her hands.”

Marissa Cotton, Sr., G, Harri-
son: Cotton was a three-year
starter at point guard and
led the Hawks to their best
season in school history as a
senior. In addition to direct-
ing the offense, she averaged
12.5 points, 3.0 assists, 3.5
steals and 4.0 rebounds.

Cotton set a single-season
record with 54 three-point

ter paced the Trojans by
averaging a double-double
with 19.8 and 11.3 rebounds
per game.

*Ayanna is a dominant play-
er,” Clarenceville coach
Brady Gustafson said. “She
played inside and out, and
is a defensive presence in
the post and at the top of our
trap.

“She excels at all aspects
of the game. She’s a hard
worker and a quick learn-
er. I believe she’s as talented
as any player I've seen this

Raven shakeya
Bankston Graves
John Glenn John Glenn

Raine
Bankston
John Glenn

Emily Gerulis
Plymouth
Christian

year.”

Buckley was also a first-
team all-Observer selection
in volleyball.

Kaitlyn Kendall, Sr., F, N.
Farmington: Kendall was a
four-year varsity letter win-
ner who helped the Raiders
win three FPS city champion-
ships and one Class A district
title. Considered a guard,
the 5-foot-8 senior is a wing-
type player who can handle
the ball, post-up and rebound,
too.

She averaged 10 points,

5.5 rebounds, 1.5 assists and
1.2 steals for the third-place
team in the rugged OAA Red
Division. Her career hlgh
was 21 points. Kendall is also
an outstanding center fielder
in softball and will play both
sports at Alma College.

“She's been really a rock for
us,” coach Tim Carruthers
said. “We asked her to play
different positions last year
— down low and the back of
our press, because that was
where we needed her. We
moved her around a lot this
year. She was a really good
leader for our younger kids.
She is so respected by her
teammates and the coaching
staff.

“Kaitlyn is truly a throw-
back in terms of being a
three-sport athlete (volley-
ball, too). It's fun coaching
someone like Kaitlyn. She
brings those experiences
from other sports to basket-
ball, and I think it has made
her a better player.”

Emily Gerulis, Jr., FIG, Ply.
Christian: It was a great sea-
son for Plymouth Chris-
nan, finishing 18-7 and win-
ning the Class D districts and
regmnals before bowing out
in the quarterfinals.

And Gerulis was instrumen-
tal to the Eagles’ big-time
success. She was voted PCA’s
MVP, as the third-year var-
sity starter got the job done
— and then some — wherev-
er she was stationed on the
floor.

A gritty competitor and
defender, she averaged nine
points, eight rebounds, five
assists, five steals and two
blocks per contest.

“At 5-8 she can play any
position on the court that is
needed,” coach Carol Gerulis
said. “One of the top defend-
ers on the team, Emily is a
competitor from start to fin-
ish."

Raine Bankston, Sr., G, John
Glenn: The 5-7 senior guard
finished the season averag-
ing 12 points and six steals
per game.

The Detroit Mumford trans-
fer also earned all-KLAA hon-
ors for the Rockets, who were
crowned KLAA South, Kens-
ington, KLAA Association,
district and regional cham-
pions.

“Raine’s ball-handling is
very good, it’s probably the
best aspect of her game,”
Kovatch said. “She’s also got
a very nice shot.”

Raine will also follow her
twin sister Raven to NCAA
Division I school Delaware
State this fall.

Amber Stephens, Fresh.,

G, Harrison: The freshman
guard led the Hawks in scor-
ing with 14 points per game
and steals (4.0). She also
averaged three rebounds and
2.5 assists. The addition of
her and fellow frosh Kristen
Nelson to the team made Har-
rison instantly better.

Stephens already is being
recruited by Division I
schools, according to her
coach. She set a single-season

Marissa Cotton

Amber
Stephens
Harrison

Candice

Harrison Leatherwood

Taylor Jones
Mercy

2013 ALL-OBSERVER
GIRLS BASKETBALL
FIRST TEAM
F-Paige Aresco, Canton, Jr.
G-Andie Anastos, Ladywood, Sr.
G-Raven Bankston, John Glenn, Sr.
G-ShaKeya Graves, John Glenn, Sr.
G-Marissa Cotton, Harrison, St
G-Candice Leatherwood, Mercy, Jr.
G-Aaron Howell, Farmington, Sr.
SECOND TEAM
C-Ayanna Buckley, Clarenceville, Jr
F-Kaitlyn Kendall, N. Farm,, Sr.
F/G-Emily Gerulis, Ply. Christian, Jr.
G-Raine Bankston, John Glenn, Sr.
G-Amber Stephens, Harrison, Fr.
G-Taylor Jones, Mercy, Soph.
G-Shelby Walsh, Ladywood, Sr.
THIRD TEAM
C-Kyla Roland, Harrison, Soph.
F-Breanne Beaver, Salem, Sr.
F-Ariele Paris, Thurston, Sr.
G-Rachel Winters, Canton, Jr.
G-Kaira Barnes, John Glenn, Jr.
G-Rachel Wilkinson, Stevenson, Jr.
GBrifjanae Durrough, N. Farm, J.
FOURTH TEAM

C-Taylor Hunley, Canton, Jr.
F-Charlesann Roy, Stevenson, Jr.
F-Jada Woody, Plymouth, Jr.

G :Samantha Baer, Mercy, Jr.
G-Karen Windle, Ply. Christian, Sr.
G-Abby Joseph, Garden City, Soph.
G-Katelynn Devers, Franklin, Sr:
COACH OF THE YEAR
im Micklash, Farmington Harrison
HONORABLE MENTION
Canton: Alanna Brown, Natalie

Winters, Shannon Perry; Plym-
outh: Kylie Robb, Shelby Cheston,
Paige Smolinski; Salem: Kayla
Kavulich, Jamyra Wilson, Kelly.
Whalen; Plymouth Christian:
Jennifer Malcolm, Jenna Abra-
ham, Rachael Fuller; Farmington:
Maria Peurach, Taylor Suurmeyer,
Amani Echiols; Harrison: Kristen
Nelson, Katie Conrad, Asia Camp-
bell; Mercy: Allie Gorcyca, Tyler
Parlor, Sierra LaGrande; North
Farmington: Megan Carter, Jesie
Carruthers,
Churchill: Sydney Anderson,
Hannah Pummill; Franklin:
Sarah Cramton; Stevenson: Mara
Murray, Uzoma Nwankwo; La-
dywood: Sara Even; Clarencev-
ille: Ashley Murphy; Lutheran
Westland: Aldreanna Fikes;
Huron Valley Lutheran: Julie St.
John; John Glenn: Kierra Jordan;
Wayne: Ashley Bland; Garden
City: Julene Pummill; Redford
Union: Ashley Sandelin, Jamaya
Dixon; Thurston: Daniell May,
Sommer Lemle.

record for field goals made,
shooting 52 percent from the
field. She is second in points
and third in steals for a single
season.

“Amber had one of the
most impressive seasons any
freshman in the area has had
in years,” coach Micklash
said. “Her ability to create
steals and finish around the
basket is unlike any player I
have ever coached.

“Amber is also one of the
hardest working and most
coachable players I have
coached. That combination is
going to take her a long ways
as she continues in her bas-
ketball career. She has an
extremely bright future.”

Taylor Jones, Soph., G, Mer-
cy: The sophomore guard got
better throughout the season
and emerged as one of Mer-
cy’s top scorers and players.
Jones averaged 11 points and
scored a career-high 31 ina
regional victory over South-
field-Lathrup. She also had
13 against Detroit King in the
regional final. Jones aver-
aged two assists, two steals
and three rebounds, too. She
shot 51 percent from the
floor.

“As a first-year varsity
player, Taylor worked her
way into the starting lineup
after our ninth game,” coach
Morris said. “She improved
tremendously as the season

went on, earn-
ing CHSL all-
league honors.

“Taylor is a
very good on-
ball defender
and forces turn-
overs on our
press. She has
the ability to
get to the bas-
ket and create
scoring oppor-
tunities for her-
self and her
teammates.”

Shelby Walsh,
sr., G, Lady-
wood: The 5-

7 senior guard
was a stabi-
lizing influ-
ence for the
17-8 Blazers
with her three-point shooting
prowess,

Walsh averaged 12.3 points,
3.1 rebounds and 2.1 assists
per game for the Class B dis-
trict and regional champions..

The captain and all-Catho-
lic League pick also carries a
4.0 GPA.

Aaron Howell
Farmington

Shelby Walsh
Ladywood

“Because of key injuries,
Shelby was forced into tak-
ing more of a scormg role
than she had in prior years,”
Coratti said, “She has an
innate ability to put the ball
in the basket no matter where
she was on the floor scor-
ing over 20 points in sever-
al game, while also being a
rock of consistency on the
defensive end. Shelby exudes
mughness in everything she
does.”

COACH OF THE YEAR

Tim Micklash, Harrison:
Micklash guided the Hawks
0 23-2 record and their best
season in school history. That
included winning the O.

White Division, the FPS city
title and the first district
championship by a Harrison
team (girls or boys).

The Hawks lost to Dexter on
a three-point shot at the buzz-
erinaClassA
regional final.
Otherwise,
Harrison might
have been a
state semifinal-
ist, as was Dex-
ter.

“It was cer-
tainly one of
those years 'm
always going
to remember,”
Micklash said. “You never
know if you're going to have a
year like that again.

“I couldn’t have a better
group of girls to work with.
The wins are what made it a
1ot of fun, but I had just an out-
standing group every day in
practice and the games. The
girls worked extremely hard,
and the chemistry was the best
of any team I've coached. That
was a big part of why we had
the success we had.”

Furthermore, the Hawks did
what they did with one of the
youngest teams in the state.
Veteran point guard Maris-
sa Cotton was the only senior.
Harrison also started two soph-
omores and two freshmen.

“After we got through the
summer, I thought we had a
chance to be pretty good —
‘much more than most people

thought we were going to be,"
Micklash said. “But I didn't
anticipate finishing the sea-
son 23-2, winning the city title,
which we haven’t done ina lot
of years, and being seconds
away from winning a region-
al title.

“It was just one of those spe-
cial years, and things feel into
place. I give credit to the girls
for how hard they worked and
really believed in what we
were doing.”

Micklash, who has a 56-35
record in four seasons as the
girls varsity coach, was a boys
freshman and varsity assistant
coach at Farmington and North
Farmington, previously.

A native of Cass City in the
Thumb Area and a graduate
of Central Michigan, Micklash
teaches health and physical
education at Farmington High
School.

He added the future looks
bright for the Hawks, but they
will certainly miss Cotton’s
leadership and talent.

“She was a rock for this pro-
gram the last four years and
helped put Hnmson basketball
back on the map,” he said.

Tim Micklash
Harrison coach
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Dressmg for prom

Callie Gross of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church sorts through

dresses that will be sold at the 2nd Life Prom Dress Sale on

April 13.

Teens will find bargains
at two local sales

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Callie Gross and Lisa
Benages hope to make
prom more affordable
for hundreds of girls
this year.

Gross, a member of
St. Paul’s Presbyterian
Church, has organized
the “2nd Life Prom
Dress Sale,” from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, April
13, at the church, locat-
ed on Five Mile, just
west of Inkster Road, in
Livonia. Doors will open
at8a.m.

She has approximate-
ly 600 dresses, all priced
at $20 each, along with
shoes, purses and jewel-
ry that cost $5 or less.

No prom outfit is complete
without jewelry, and the
church in Livonia will offer
plenty for sale Saturday,
April 13.

“The majority are
from bridal salons ...
brand new dresses, sam-
ples, with tags still on

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Callie Gross checks out some of the 600 gowns that will be available at the 2nd Life Prom Dress Sale that she organized
at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Livonia.

them,” Gross said.

Benages, a Plym-
outh High School teach-
er, started a prom dress
sale two years ago at her
school. This year's event
is set for 9 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, April 13, at
the school, at the Plym-
outh-Canton Education-
al Park, 8400 Beck, in
Canton.

She has a few hundred
dresses, all priced at or
below $10 each, as well
as accessories.

“Iadvertise for dona-

tions — I get a lot of
those —and I send let-
ters to bridal salons,”
Benages said. “I had
one (store) give arm
loads of sample dress-
&

Both say they decided
to offer low-cost dresses
because they recognized
the need in their com-
munities.

Borrowing an idea
Gross got the idea for

a“2nd Life" sale from

her former church,

Cranberry Communi-
ty United Presbyterian
Church, north of Pitts-
burgh, Pa. Although
she now lives in Mich-
igan, her job is locat-
ed in Pennsylvania. She
travels to Pittsburgh for
business each month.
“I'm very close to the
people from my church
there and they started
(a sale) five years ago.
When I told them I want-
ed to do it here, because
Detroit right now is
rough, they said great

idea and they sent me all
the information. It was a
good start.”

On a recent work trip,
Gross collected 200
dresses donated by her
former church. She's
storing all 600 garments
in the youth room at St.
Paul’s. They hang on
hangers donated by Tar-
get, on racks lent by
J.C. Penney. The dress-
es, both long and short,
range from size 2-22.

Please see DRESSING, B6
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Livonia teen wins store’s
‘Cinderella’ prom contest

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Wiiter

Erin Babcock found
“low” prices in the $400-
$450 range when she
shopped for a prom dress
at a shopping mall recent-

ly.

“1 thought I was going
to die. I would never be
able to afford that,” said
the Livonia Churchill
High School senior.

Luckily, she won't have
to.Erin, 17, won a prom
dress, accessories, hair
styling, make-up session,
corsage, boutonniere, and
the services of a limou-
sine through Style Trad-
er’s first annual “Find-
ing Cinderella” competi-
tion. The upscale resale
shop in Livonia sponsored
the contest as a way of
giving back to the com-
munity. Jennifer Fields,
store manager, said she
received about a dozen
nominations.

“We put a committee
together and narrowed
it to three finalists,” she
said, adding that nomi-
nations included brief
essays about each teen.
“We were looking at hard-
ship and at great things
they did in the communi-
ty. Once we narrowed it
down, all of the girls were
deserving.”

The store drew the
top winner at random

from the three finalists.
Erin won the prom pack-
age and two other girls
received $50 Style Trader
gift cards.

Erin said her mother,
Cindy, nominated her for
the honor.

“She described how
Iam a hard worker. It
meant a lot to me,” Erin
said. “That was so sweet.”

Erin has been involved
in competitive dance
since age 4. She also
works part time and is
on student council at
Churchill. She plans to
attend Schoolcraft Col-
lege in the fall.

“I'm not sure what I'll
study, probably some-
thing to do with special
education because my
sister is a special needs
student and I have lots of
experience. I love it.”

Fields said Style Trad-
er plans to make “Find-
ing Cinderella” an annu-
al event.

Erin will wear a Jessi-
ca McClintock gown for
the Churchill prom on
May 23.

“They are so nice at
Style Trader. I was so
thankful to get a free
prom dress. When I found
out (everything) I won I
was shocked. They are so
generous. I feel blessed.”

To learn more about
Style Trader, visit www.
StyleTrader.biz.

Erin Babcock, a Churchill High School senior, models a
prom dress while showing a certificate of recognition from
Style Trader in Livonia.

T
|

\
\

Manufacturer's Recall Recently Announced

Are you suffering
after being implanted with a

STRYKER REJUVENATE®

Modular Hip Implant?

1-800-850-3656
www.corvettebuyer.com
1953-1972
Any Condition! Competitive Buyer!

Have you experienced failure of your | Pinnacle, Biomet and Wright — for

Stryker fesult-

ing in pain and other complications

Weiz & Luxenberg can help you
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gery?Ifso,please know that we are | consutation please call us today at

MACULAR DEGENERATION
Now with prescription telescopic glasses see
better to read, watch TV, recognize faces g«
and for some, keep driving.
Call for a FREE
Phone Consultation with

Dr. Sheldon L. Smith, O
Call Today 877-677-2020
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www.LowVisionofMichigan.com
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Just a few dollars will buy a

online at hometownlife.com

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
new pair of heels at the gen-

tly-used prom dress sale in Livonia.

DRESSING

Continued from page BS

All of the merchan-
dise will move to a large
multi-purpose room for
the sale, where custom-
ers will get a chance to
try on clothing before
buying.

Bridal dresses

Gross said the event
is open to anyone look-
ing for dressy and for-
mal attire. In addition to
prom dresses, donations

have included a wedding

dress and mother of the
bride dresses.

“One of our members
is looking here because
she has a Halloween
wedding to go to,” Gross

said. “A lot of people are

saying, where were you
when we were in high
school. This would have
been awesome, because
of the cost.”

Benages said the

AIRLINE
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Financial aid if qualified — Housing available.
Job placement assistance.
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Y 10003
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y sale draws '
teens from through-

open to teens and wom-
en in need of inexpen-
sive formal attire.

“We really get every
style imaginable,” Bena-
ges said. “I've had a cou-
ple of moms buy a dress
for (an event) they had
going on. We've had peo-
ple waiting at the door
for the sale. It's always
been well-attended.”

meg rooms are set
up in restrooms and a
classroom.

Benages, who teach-
es family and consumer
science, uses proceeds
from the sale to buy
adaptive equipment for
special education cook-
ing classes.

Gross said planning
for the St. Paul sale was
underway when she
found out about Plym-
outh High School’s
event set for the same
day.

Both events will keep
each other’s flyers on

“I said, I'll adver-
tise yours, you adver-
tise mine,” Gross said.

out the metro area. The  “It's all about the girls.

event, which includesa It doesn’t matter where

table of free dresses, is they buy a dress.”

( FireKeepers Casino )
Battle Creek, Michigan
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Livonia - Target 8:20 am

Limited Seating
leservations required...call: * g

1-888-306-9580

\_North Country Tours L.L.C. « Lake City, M| 49651 » www.nctbus.com /

Arthritis Today
JosepH J. Weiss, M.D.
RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

TRIGGER POINTS

Trigger point is the name given to sites on the surface of the
body, which when pressed lightly or moderately, elicit a response
of sharp pain at the site of the applied pressure.

The best known trigger points are those found in fibromyalgia:
In the past, diagnosis of fibromyalgla depended on a doctor finding
12-18 rigger points distributed over the body above and below
the walst and present in a symmetrical pattern. Interestingly, the
diagnosis of fibromyalgia today does not require the presance of
even a single trigger point.

However, trigger points and therapy for them remain a part
of dally medicine. Popular sites include the low back, pelvis and
fateral or medial knee areas.

A problem for physicians i that the cause of triggec point pain
remains unclear. Investigations have not uncovered an underlying
condition such as diabetes or hypothyroidism, or an unrecognized
‘abnormality in bone and calcium metabolism.

Injecting the trigger point with local anesthetic and methyl-
prednisolone usually Is effective therapy. Resolution of pain lasts
for weeks to months, and in some instances the trigger point ends
forever. Howaver, in many cases the same pain returns indicating
that the treatment suppressed the cause but did not remove it. Al
times, the pain may end spontaneously, leaving as mysteriously as
it came on.

Physicians can assure a patient that as annoying s th trigger
point is, it Is ot a sign of cancer or any underlying condition that
can cause permanent impairment

X curass )
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munity.

Birmingham res-
ident Judy Adel-
man (left) and
Farmington Hills
resident Barbara
Peltz, JVS senior
services coordi-
nator, helped
raise more

than $120,000
for the JVS
Women-to-Work
benefit. Crain’s
Detroit Business
Publisher and
Vice President of
Crain Commu-
nications, Mary.
Kramer, was this
year’s honorary
chair and key-
note speaker.
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Hills and Brian Steuer of Menlo Park, Cal

Back on her feet

PHOTOS BY JULIE YOLLES

Brenda and David Steuer of Orchard Lake, (left) 2013 JVS Women-to-Work Honoree Jeannie Steuer of Farmington
njoy the fifth annual Trade Secrets fundraiser at the Townsend Hotel.
Jeannie Steuer was honored at the event. Following a divorce and job layoff, she enrolled in the Women-to-Work
program and was provided with the support to help write her resume, prepare for job interviews and re-enter the
job force, Today, she works at Jewish Vocational Services, helping seniors remain active and involved with.the com-

Series teaches finance, energy, home tlps

Livonia Cares, a group
of Catholic, Orthodox,
and Protestant churches,
begins a five-week series
of educational programs,
at7 p.m. Tuesday, April 9,
at Newburg United Meth-
odist Church, 36500 Ann
Arbor Trail, Livonia.

“We believe that these
sessions will benefit our
whole community,” said
the Rev. Paul Perez, dea-
con at Newburg Unit-
ed Methodist Church
and one of three Livo-
nia Cares coordinators,
“Our hope is to empower
participants with crucial
information and practi-
cal resources to address

real-life issues that affect
‘many in our community.”

All classes start at 7
p.m. In the session on
April 9, participants will
learn how to navigate the
social service system and
learn the ins and outs of
popular social service
programs. Other class-
es are:

April 16 — Learn how
to establish a successful
financial plan to accom-
plish your goals. Top-
ics discussed will include
repairing your credit,
loans, developing a finan:
cial plan for your fami-
ly, learning to read your
credit report, and saving

for the future.

April 23— Learn more
about the home buying
process, including bud-
ge(mg, credit and qualify-
ing for a mortgage.

May 7 — Get practi-
cal information on sav-
ing energy, understand-
ing your utility bill and
reducing energy costs,
along with simple tips to
make a home more ener-
gy emuent and lower
uti

May 14 — Learn more
about the foreclosure
process, your options and
rights as a homeowner.
In addition, short sales,
sheriff sales, modifica-

Send information to
Sharon Dargay at sdar-
gay@hometownlife.
com
BELLEVILLE HIGH
SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1963
50th reunion will be
held Sept. 28. Contact
Kathy (Toth) Hay at
khay@reinhardrealtors
com or Dianna (Basnaw)
McDaniel at djmcdan-
ielas@comcast.net
DETROIT BURT EL-
EMENTARY
Classes of 1960-79
A reunion is planned for
April 20 at Big Tommy's
Parthenon, 40380 Grand
River Ave., Novi. A lim-
ited number of tickets
are available. They will
not be sold at the re-
union. Presale tickets are
$25; 5-7 p.m. March 15
at Panera at Six Mile and
Newburgh in Livonia
Pattypure@yahoo.com or
Burtreunion@yahoo.com
for more information.
DETROIT GESU CATH-
OLIC SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1956

A reunion is planned for
Aug. 17. Call Jack Sayed
at (810) 231-9230.
DETROIT MUMFORD

CLASS OF 1963

A 50-year reunion is

set for 6:30 p.m.-12:30
a.m., Saturday, Oct. 5, at
Somerset inn, 575 W. Big
Beaver, Troy. Tickets are
$85. For more informa-
tion visit www.mum-
ford63.com.

LIVONIA BENTLEY

CLASS OF 1973

A reunion is set for 6
p.m.-midnight, Sept.
13, at Livonia Marriott,
located at Six Mile and
Newburgh. Tickets are
$60 for alumni and $50
for teachers. The event
is open to other classes,
as well. Contact Marcia
Elliott at (269) 327-0657
or e-mail to mickey55@
chartermi.net for more
information including
purchasing tickets.
PLYMOUTH HIGH
SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1963

REUNIONS

A 50th class reunion is
set for Saturday, Aug

10 with dinner at Fox
Hills Country Club. Other
reunion activities will in-
clude a mixer on Friday,
Aug. 9 at Bennigan's, a
tour of the “old school”
followed by lunch at

a popular “uptown”

bar on Saturday, and a
picnic on Sunday, Aug

11 at Plymouth Township
Park. For more informa-
tion call Nancy Richard
Earle at (734) 634-8974
or e-mail to nancyearle@
comcast.net.

CLASS OF 1968

A 45-year class reunion
is planned for Saturday,
Sept. 7. For informa-
tion contact Susan Keith
Johnson at sgjohnsond@
comcast.net.

SOUTH LYON

CLASS OF 1963

A 50th class reunion

is planned for July 20.
For more information,
contact Barbara Cook at
(248) 349-5982.

WAYNE HIGH
SCHOOLS

ALL REUNION

The Alumni Association’s
29th Annual All Re-
union Banquet is 5-10
p.m., with dinner at 6
p.m., Friday, May 17,

at Wayne Tree Manor,
35100 Van Born, Wayne.
For more info contact
Sharon Scott at (734)
722-4651 or sscott@
weced.edu. The class of
1963 will be honored at
the event.

WAYNE MEMORIAL
CLASS OF 1973

Reunion May 18 at the
VFW, 6440 N.Hix, Westland.
For tickets contact Pat
Cantrell at user100295@aol.
com or call (734) 326-1239.
Tickets are $30, with a cash
bar.

WESTLAND JOHN
GLENN HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1983

6 p.m.-midnight, Satur-
day, Oct. 26, at Burton
Manor Banquet and Con-
ference Center, Livonia.
For more information,
e-mail to Linda Harbison
at jghs.1983@gmail.com.

CHECK US OUT DAILY ONLINE
hometownlife@com

Think Spring]

Time
Enjoy Early Bird Savings & Instaliation!

pital &Toy Soldier Shop

tions and

Sat 1050, Thy 1080, Sunf24

periods will be

Reserve a place at each
session by calling New-
burg’s Church Office at
(734).422-0149.

For more informa-
tion about Livonia Cares,
call the Rev. Scott Ses-
sler, pastor at Emman-
uel Evangelical Luther-
an Church, at (248) 422-
8822, the Rev. Paul Per-
ez, Deacon at Newburg
United Methodist Church
at (734) 422-0149, or
the Rev. Michelle War-
ner, Associate Pastor at
Holy Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church at (734)
464-0211

1T’S FRE

Join us for fam'ly fun days

Bring your friends and family for:
an afternoon sample of Camp
Copneconic's exciting summer
programming. Staff will be on hand
to answer all your questions and

Budgeting
puhh:h

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED 2013-14 BUDGET

In compliance with *Act No.
Public Act of 1963, and "Act No. 2,” State of Michigan
Public Acts of 1968 (“Section 16" of the Uniform
¢_and Accounting Act), Schoolcraft College
this notification of a public hearing on the

tate of Michigan

guide you through an afternoon of
activities that you can choose from.
Sunday, April 14

2pm-5pm

Sign up online, and you'll be

entered to win exciting camp

sweepstakes and gear.

campcopneconic.org,

10407 NORTH FENTON RD., Famm —
810-629-9622

ropo: 4 College budget. This hearing is to
fake place at 7:00 pm. on Wednesday, April 24, 2013,
at the Grote Administration Center, 18600 Haggerty
Road, Livonia, Michigan. A copy of the proposed budget
is available for public inspection at the above address
during normal business hours.

The property tax millage rate pro-
posed to be levied to support the
proposed budget will be a subject
of this hearing.

Glenn Cerny
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

APRIL 19 - 21
FOX THEATRE

¥ onmentenanment.com
Ticketmastercom Charge by phone 8007453000 gy

1The Fox Theatre & Joe Louis Arens

THEATRE SERIES
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Tree, shrub sale benefits education programs

ReLeaf Michigan, a nonprof-
it tree education, and planting
organization, will accept online
orders for trees and shrubs
until Monday, April 12. The
23rd annual sale is a fundrais-
er for the organization’s tree
planting and educational pro-
grams.

Trees are 4 to 6 feet, bare-
root, and single or multi-
stemmed depending on the
species. They cost $34 each —
three or more $32 each— and

autumn blaze maple, north-
ern red oak, sugar maple, riv-
er birch, red spire pear, Valley
Forge American elm, Japanese
tree lilac, red bud, red flow-
ering crabapple, thundercloud
plum, honeycrisp apple, yel-
lowwood, tulip tree, and green-
spire linden.

Specialty trees include Haku-
ra Nishiki, royal frost birch,
snow mountain cherry and Tina
crabapple. They're 4 to 6 feet
and have a bare root. They cost

Shrubs are 1 to 2 feet, witha
bare root. They cost $18 each;
three or more are $15 each.
They include American hazel-
nut, butterfly bush "Pink
Delight” and “Black Knight,”
sugar plum fairy lilac, sum-
mer wine ninebark, “Easy Ele-
gance” rose, pee gee hydran-
gea, dwarf red stemmed dog-
wood, vernal witch hazel,
alfredo compact cranberry
bush, and blue muffin arrow-
wood viburnum.

one-gallon containers and are 2
feet. They cost $20 each; three
or more are $18 each. They
include Black Hills spruce,
Canadian hemlock, Serbian
spruce, eastern white pine, and
fraser fir.

Two download an order form,
visit www.releafmichigan.org
or call (800) 642-7353 or e-mail
to info@releafmichigan.org.
Check, money orders, or credit
cards are accepted.

Handy Park, in Redford Town-
ship, Springfield Oaks Park

in Davisburg, Goldner-Walsh
Nursery, Inc., in Pontiac, and
Fraleigh's Landscape Nursery
in Dexter. Bring a large plas-
tic bag to protect roots during
transport.

For more information about
RelLeaf Michigan or to request
information on organizing a
tree planting in your neighbor-
hood, contact ReLeaf Michi-
gan at (800) 642-7353 or info@

Pick up trees from 9 a.m.-

include bloodgood planetree, $50 each. Evergreens are deliveredin 2 p.m. Saturday, April 27, in releafmichigan.org.

GARDEN & NATURE CALENDAR

Send garden and nature information and photos
to Sharon Dargay at sdargay@hometownlife.com.

ler Woods Tours

See native spring wildflowers blooming at Miller Woods
in Plymouth Township during free, guided tours from 2-
4 p.m., leaving every half hour, Sunday, April 14, 21 and
28. These dates are weather dependent because the flow-
ers don't always bloom when expected. Check the Miller
Woods website, www.millerwoods.com, starting in April
for last-minute changes to the dates when flowers are in
bloom.

Entrance to the nature preserve is on Powell Road, just
east of Ridge Road, between N. Territorial and Ann Arbor
Roads. No dogs are allowed in the nature preserve.

English Gardens

o Annual garden party weekend includes “Top 10
Garden Tips” by Nancy Szerlag at 3:30 p.m. April
7 in Dearborn Heights; “The Best, Easiest Peren-
nials” by Janet Macunovich, on April 7 at 12:30
p.m. in Dearborn Heights and 3:30 p.m. in West
Bloomfield; “New Vegetable Plants from Burpee
Home Gardens,” by Mason Day, at 12:30 p.m. April
7 in Royal Oak. The presentations all are free of
charge.

* First-time gardeners can get started in the right
direction with a free presentation 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 10 and 10 a.m. Saturday, April 13.

» Learn to garden in containers and raised beds,
10 a.m. Saturday, April 20 at a free in-store presen-
tation.

Area stores are at 155 N. Maple, Ann Arbor, (734)
332-7900; 22650 Ford Road in Dearborn Heights,
(313) 278-4433; 4901 Coolidge Highway, Royal Oak,
(248) 280-9500; and 6370 Orchard Lake Road, in
West Bloomfield; (248) 851-7506.
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RELIGION CALENDAR

Send items for the religion
calendar to Sharon Dargay at
sdargay@hometownlife.com.

April |
BLOOD DRIVE
Time/Date: 1-7 p.m. Friday,

April 26

: Prince of Peace Lu-
theran Church, 37775 Palmer,

land.

Contact: For appointments
call (734) 722-1735 or (800)
RED-CROSS
CAMP ENROLLMENT
Time/Date: Now through
May 31
Location: Consuming Fire
Christian Center, 31463 Ann
Arbor Trail, Westland
Details: The Center is enroll-
ing kids and teens, age 5-15,
for its six-week Bible/Home-
work Enrichment Camp that
will run July 8-Aug. 16. Full
day sessions are $700 and
a half-day is $480. Families
geta $25 discount for added
siblings for the full day rate;
$10 discount for the half-day
rate. A non-refundable $100
registration fee at the time
of enroliment secures a place
at camp. All tuition must be.
paid in full by May 31. Cost
includes the registration fee,
snacks, materials for class,
tutoring in most subjects and
assessment testing
Contact: Melanie Staten or
Sylvia Brown at (734) 266~
2293

CATHOLICS RETURNING
HOME

Time/Date: Begins 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10, con-
tinues Wednesday through
May 15

Location: In the convent's
meeting room at St; Michael
the Archangel Parish, 11441
Hubbard, just south of Plym-
outh Road, Livonia

Details: The six-week series
is for non-practicing Catho-
ics who are curious about
discussing the possibility of
returning to the Church. A
former lapsed Catholic will
conduct each session in a
non-threatening environ-
ment with opportunities for
practical and open questions.
and discussion

Contact: (734) 261-1455, ext.
200; www.livoniastmichael.
org

CONCERT

Time/Date: 4 p.m., Sunday,
April 7

Location: St. John Lutheran
Church, located on Gill Road
between Grand River Ave,,
and Freedom Road, Farming-
ton Hills

Details: The Macomb
Chorale, Macomb Chamber:
Singers and the Macomb
Handbell Choir, Belles Voix
will perform. Gospel Mass by
American composer, Robert
Ray will be featured. Also
induded on the program are
a variety of choral styles from
the Renaissance to popular
musical selections. Admission
isfree, A free-will offering
will be taken. Reﬁeﬁhmens
will be provided

Contact: (248) 474-0584
CONCERT

Time/Date: 2 p.m,, Sunday,
April 7

Location: Nardin Park United
Methodist Church, 29887 W.
11 Mile, Farmington Hills
Details: Brandon Ridenour,
princpal trumpet player of
the Canadian Brass, performs
a free concert. Rich Ridenour
accompanies on piano, The
rogram will include music
Debussy, Bartok, Joplin,
Prokofiey, and Gershwin,
among others. Complimenta-
1y refreshments will be served
atintermission

Center, show the film, “Oc-
tober Baby,” which tells the
story of a woman adopted
by loving parents after

a failed abortion, Free
child care will be provided.
Snacks will be available. The
film is not recommended
for children under 13
Contact: (734) 459.3333
OPEN HOUSE
Time/Date: Noon-2 p.m.
Sunday, April 14; 1-2:30
p.m. Friday, April 19
Location: St. Genevieve
Catholic School, 28933
Jamison, Livonia

Details: Accepting reg-
istration for the 2013-14
school year for grades 1-8,
full and half-day kindergar-
ten, Young 5's, preschool
for ages 3 and 4. Flexible
payment plans and tuition
assistance is available. The
student population is di-
verse and class size is small.
The April 19 open house

is specifically for parents
interested in sending their
children to the kindergar-
ten or Young 5 program.
Parents and children will
spend an afternoon in
either the Young 5 or
kindergarten class. Their
children will listen to a
story, do a craft and meet
teachers, friends and enjoy
asnack

Contact: Ann Tonissen,
principal, at atonissen@
stgenevieve.org or Phyllis
Chudzinski, preschool

and Young 5's director, at
pchudzinski@stgenevieve.
org

POMEGRANATE GUILD
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday,
April 14

Location: Prentis Apart-
ments Community Room,
located on 10 Mile east of
Greenfield in Oak Park.
Details: Linda Lublin will
lead an evil eye bracelet
project. There is a $2 mate-
rials fee. Bring a clipboard
if you have one. The grou
also will prepare its display.
for the Farmington Festival
of the Arts, “Color the
World,” April 18-20
Contact: Judy Galperin at
(248) 661-5337

PURSE AUCTION
Time/Date: 5 p.m. Satur-
day, April 13

Location: Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560
Merriman, Livonia

Details: Bid on purses
filled with mystery items.
Bidding will start at $5 and
bidders must be over 15
years old, Light refresh-
ments will be served and
Angela Morgan will speak
on the topic “What's in your
purse?” Proceeds will go to
the “Women of Faith” and
to Faith Community’s 2ND
Service. Individuals also may
donate a purse containing
items for auction

Contact: Register by calling
Mary Cisney at (248) 471-
1322

RUMMAGE
COLLECTION

Time/Date: 8:30 a.m.-noon,
Sunday, April 14 and 10
am-3pm.and58pm,
Monday-Wednesday, April
1517

Location: Antioch Lutheran
Church, 33360 W. 13 Mile,
Farmington Hills

Detail
tly-t -used items are needed
for a rummage sale. Tax de-
ductible donations may be
leftin the hallway. Receipts
will be on the table near the
door. Use the back door on
the north side of the church.
The church also s collecting
used eye glasses, cell phones.

and ink cartridges

Sonict: (248) 476 5560 Contact: (248) 626-7908;
com

FILM

SINGLE PLACE
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
Wednesday, April 17 April 11
Location: Northwest Unitar-  Location: First Presbyterian
ian Universalist Church, 23925 Church of Northville, 200 E.
Northwestern Highway, Main, Northville
Southfield Details: Games night with
Details: ur ies, snacks and
Portraits of Native Action,”  soft drinks. Guernsey ice
profiles struggles o Native  cream will be served after-
American leaders who are ward. $5 donation
taking on powerful energy Coming up: Melanie
companies CEO of the
agencies to protect the envi-  Better Business Bureau in

ronment. The film is a tribute
to grassroots organizing. A
discussion and refreshments
follow the film

Contact: (248) 354-4488;
www.northwestuu.org
FiLM

Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 27

Location: St. Michael
Lutheran Church, 7000 N.
Sheldon, Canton

Details: The church and
AAA Pregnancy Resource

Southfield will talk about
“senior fraud" at 7 p.m,
Thursday, April 18. Ice cream
will follow the presenta-
tion. $5 donation. Cards

and games night will round
out the month at 7 p.m
Thursday, April 25. Play
Euchre, Mexican Train and
other games. Snacks and soft
drinks provided. Ice cream
will be available. $5 dona-
tion. Single Place is designed
for mature singles

Contact: wwwisingleplace.
or

Milestones

ENGAGEMENT

Schulz-Moriter

Mary Woznik Schulz of Canton, announces the
engagement of her daughter, Laura Marie, to Matthew
Paul Mortier, son of Paul and Terry Mortier of Grand

Blanc.

Laura, daughter of the late Marvin Schultz, and Mat-
thew are 2009 and 2010 graduates of Eastern Michi-
gan University; where they met. Laura has returned
to Eastern as a full-time student to earn an additional
degree and Matthew is employed by the university as

a senior admissions adviser.

They will be married in June 2013 at St. Thomas A"
Becket in Canton, followed by a reception at the Dear-
born Inn. The couple plans to reside in Canton.
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BERRY,
THELMA L.

101, April 4, 2013, Beloved wife
of the late Charles (d.1969).
Loving mother of Douglas and
Beverly (Carl) Fox. Cherished
grandmother of Cyndic, Lat
Christopher, Steph:
She was also surviver
ireat, and great-great grandchil-
dren; and numerous nieces and
nephews. Sadly, she was preced-
ed in death by her brother,
Charles. Visitation Sunday, April
7, 2:00-6:00 pm, at the Heency-
Sundquist Funeral Home, 23720
Farmington Rd., (btw. 9-10 Mile
Rds,, just N/Grand River) down-
town Farmington 248-474-5200.
Private interment Acacia Park
Cemetery, Beverly Hills.
morial tributes are suggested to
Abor Hospice.

heeney-sundqu
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88, a resident of Davenport, To-
wa, died Wednesday, March 27,
Trinity,  Beltendorf.
Services in the Defroit, Michigan
arca will be held at a later date.
Halligan McCabe DeVries Fu-
neral Home, Davenport is assist-
ing the family with amange-
ments. Marilyn Joy was born on
July 27, 1924 in Detroit, Michi-
gan, a daughter of Harold E. and
Gladys W. (Lee) Joy. Marilyn
was married to David L. Helm,
Jr. and later was united in mar-
riage to Henry G. Bleeker. In
lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to Susan G, Komen for
the Cure. She is survived by her
daughters: Sharon (James) Puff-
er, Asheville, NC, and Heidi
(Robert) Herman, Davenport;
step-daughter, Pamela  (Brent)
Johnson, Aurora, CO; and her
loving grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Henry,
her parents, and a sister, Joann
Hafke. Online _remembrances
and condolences may be ex-
pressed (o the family by visiting
Marilyn's obituary at
www.hmdfuneralhome. com

CONNEI}E
ELIZABETH JEAN
Age 76, April 4, 2013 of West-
land. Beloved wife of the late
Bobby Gene. Loving mather of
Debra Conner, Cynthia (George)

Conner-Palmer, Jean (Bruno)
Borin and Bobby Conner. Proud
grandmother ~ of  Zachary
(Mariah) Ogger, James Conner,
Jason Borin, Antonio (Mcghan)
Borin, (Ryan) Bame,
Tamara (Mark) Swart and Geof-
frey (Brandy) Palmer. Great

Jada Cobb, Rachacl Swart, Lexi
Palmer and Atticus Palmer. Also
leaves three sisters, Betty (Jew-
ell) Monroe, Dorothy (James)
Wesley, Nellic (the late Robert)
Jones and many loved nicces and
nephews, Visitation Sunday 3-9
PM at Vermeulen Funeral Home,
980 North Newburgh Road (be-
tween Ford Road and Cherry
Hill), Westland. Funeral Seryice
Monday 10:00 AM at the funcral

home. Entombment Glen Eden
Luhiersn Memoral Park
To sha mory, please visit

vermenibnunerathomos com

FUNERAL‘; HDME

SIDDALL, DALE
March 19, 1922-March

. 10am, at Queen of Peace
Catholie Chureh, 13120 E. Ken-

May peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow.

DeDONA,
LENNA LORRAINE
WITT
Age 92, of Novi, Michigan, for-

mally of Plymouth, MI

Longboat Key, FL, passed away
peacefully in her sleep on Sun-
day, March 24, 2013. A gather-
ing of friends and family will be

held at Hamy J. Will Funeral
Home at 37000 Mile
Road (at Newburgh) Livonia,

Michigan 48152 on Apnl
ing at 1:00 PM, con-
cluding with a memorial service
a13:00 PM. The interment sery-
icewill b privte st ner date.
ia Lorraine was bom in De-
il in 1930, She atended Ply-
‘mouth High School and graduat-
ed in 1939, " She was a member
of the Professional Business
Women’s Club and the National
Association of Realftors. L. Lor-
mine torked s 8l estlo
agent for over 30 years in Ply-
o 58 NoHhVile Nichigae,
#wellgisanisoa Florida! L.
Lormaine is preceded in death by
her Rusband, of 31, years; Elmey
M. Wit and of 13 years, M.
John DeDona, son, Leon Pasiuk,
and brother, Harold Welch. Sur-
Sons: Glen Wit
(Mary) of Maumee, OH,,
Witt” (MaryAn) of Dirham,
NC,  daughters’ Gale Wit
Amyx_(Charles) of Plymouth,
ML, Gladys Witt Strain (James):
10 grandchildren, Kimberly Wit
Cook, Kristina Witt, Justin Sokol

Santlucia (Remo), Daria Witt,
t-grandchildren. In
lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made (o Fox Run
Scholarship  Fund, 41000 13
ile Road, Novi, Michigan
48377 or Oakland Talking Book
Service for the Blind and Handi-
capped, Rochester Hills Public
Library, 500 Olde Town Road,
Rochester, MI 48307.

VICKI LYN'N

Age 58, of Livonia, Michigan,
died March 2, 2013, Beloved
wife of Michael Hart. Loving
mother of Cassandra  Goldyn
Hart, Gabriclle Ann Hart and Ian
Michael Hart. Devoted daughter
of Betty and the late Albert
Barach. Cherished sister of Ke-
vin (Dawn) Barach and Cori
(James) Cann. Dear sister-in-law
of Susan Har,, Patti (Ray)
Pettijohin, Joc (Nancy) Hart, Da-
vid (Imelds) Hart and Amy
(Brian) Parent. Special niece of
Toba Duncan. Also survived by
many loving nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

SERVICES WERE HELD AT
THE IRA KAUFMAN
CHAPEL IN SOUTHFIELD,
INTERMENT AT BETH
ABRAHAM CEMETERY IN
FERNDALE, 248-569-0020.

rakaufman.com

- Died March 27, 2013
Survived by sisters  Mary
Morreale and Kathleen Morgan
and brother Tony _Kilyanck
Brother of late Stephen Kily-
anck. Friends and family arc in-
vited 10 a memorial art exhibit of
Paul's work on Saturday, Api
20 from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m
St Paul's United Chuh of
Christ, 26550 Cherry Hill Road,
Dearborn Heights, M1. Eulogy at

5:00 p.m. Proceeds from the sale
of Paul’s art will be donated to
charitable cavses. In lieu of
flowers, pleasc make donations
in Paul’s name to the Michigan
Humane

|

KATZ,
ROGER H.
Devoted son of Edward and the
late Genevieve Katz. Cherished
brother of Marsha (Bob Liston)
Katz. Loving uncle of Christo-
et and Sephen Johnson: Also
survived by two great nieces,
R et aad large host

OLIVERSON,
JAMES J.

Age 89, March 31, 2013. Be-
loved husband of Sara. Dear fa-
ther of James E, Lynda (Mi-
chael) Gattyan, Gary E. (Susan)
and Sheryl Buddenborg. Grand-
father of 9. Great-grandfather of
26, Great great grandfather of 4.
Brother of Joyee Thompson and
Beverly Chamberlain. Visitation
Thursday 2pm until the 7:30pm
Funeral  Service at the John N.
Santeiu & Son Funeral Home,
1139 Inkster Rd., (between Ford
Rd. and Cherry Hill), Garden
City. Mernomls suggcsud o

hildren’s Hospial.
g s

PADEN,

Age 98, passed away peacefully
on April 1, 2013 in Chandler,
AZ. Visitation is scheduled for
Friday, April 12, 2013, 2-Bpm,
service 10am on Saturday, April
13th at Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home, 280 Sou Street,
Plymotth, Injerment will be in
Leland Cemetery in Salem, ML
In licu of flowers please send
donations to The Livonia Histor-
ical Society or Newburg United
Methodist Church. Share your
special thoughts and memories at
wyww sehrader-howell.com

ROBERTS,
NAOMI A.

80, of Bradentan, FL died March
17,2013 M. Robers wat o
on April 15, 1932 in Detroit M|
and lived in Garden City up until
1998 when she moved south to
Bradenton. Beloved wife of the
lale James "Bill" Roberts. Also

redeceased by her daughter
Kt Rlibis tod gascdgh
ter, Chelsea Rose Hickson. She
is survived by her daughter
Kristy Hickson (Jeff) of Livonia,
som-in-law Lee Rigney, grand-
children,  Alex;
jenna _ Hickson, Jessica Moser
(Mat), and Joshua Rigney. Sis-
ter to Jack Harrington (Darlenc),
Joan Hockwater, and Judy
Beatty (Brent). Aunt to several

Six Mile Rd. Livonia, ML In lieu
of flowers donations can
made 1o Life Pentecostal Church
in her honor.
trusted
Home of Bradenton FL

A

ROGERS,
ERMA (PLUMLEY)
Age 93, April 1, 2013, Beloved
mother  of David (Nancy)
Plumley. Loving grandmother of

B e T
ra Tweed. Erma_owned and
chn!cd an Interior Design busi-
ness in Birmingham and retired
in 1997. She was an avid reader
and enjoyed weekly card games
with her family. A private gath-
ering will be hcld at a later date.
demoeal contrbitons may be
Nursing

Please share a memory at
vww.rggrharris.com

SHELL,
MARY LILA
McDONALD
45 83, died peacefully
Mich 28, 3013, ‘Bomon
Mny 25, 1929, 'in Detroit, Mary
attended Cooley High School

and Wayne State University.
Shie worked a' Pesomel 4t
Square Parke-Davis,

years, D. Shell (1920-
2010). They made their home in
Birmingham until 2 en
they moved fo Art

Traverse City. She leaves behind
four ~children:  Amy  (Chris)
Shell-Gellasch, Shelby,

and David (Debbie) Shell; six
grandehildren; 10 great-grand-
children; and “children” Sharon
Steelman and Henry Hoenk. A
committed siay-at-home mother,
her part-time carcer as a sought=
after market researcher included
the Gallup Poll. She cherished
her dogs and gardens, and most
of all, her countless friends. She
was the single funniest, smartest
person her kids ever knew. A
church service for Mrs. Shell
was held Saturday, April 6th at
Birmingham Lutheran Church of
the Redeemer, Burial service and
celebration of her life will also
take place in June.
Memories of Mary may be
leftat Visit Life Story Funeral
Home's website,
www lifestorynet.com

WAHL, JOYCE ANN

2, of Howell for the past
25 years, passed away Thursday,
April 4, 2013. She was born Sep-
tember 2, 1940 in Detroit, the
daughter of Raymond and Mar-
garet (Coseo) Muccino. Deyoted
wife of Donald J. Wahl, whom
she married on January 4, 1964;
dear mother of Denise Wahl of
Howell, John Wah! of William-
ston, Christine (John) Stefforia
of Howell and Nick Wahl of Ho-
well. Grandmother of Eric, Mi-
chelle,  Stephanic, Haley and
Amanda; sister of Janice (Ron)
Miller of Florida and Craig (Col-
leen) Muccino of Fammington
Hills; also survived by many nie-
ces and nephews. Joyce was @
1959 graduate of Farmington
High School; she owned and op-
erated with her husband, Miracle
Soft Water in Howell since 1956
and was ‘a member of Howell

Area Chamber of Commerce.
Joyce 'was a member of St. Jo-
scph Catholic Church, 430 E

be made to St Jo-

ution:
ph Catholic
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Program helps
pre-diabetics
lose weight,
get healthy

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Reducing risk for type 2 diabetes
takes a commitment to healthy eating,
exercise and weight reduction.

Leigh Vogelsong of the National Kid-
ney Foundation of Michigan, says indi-
viduals often recognize those needed
lifestyle changes, but struggle to make
them.

“Some people have tried so many
times to lose weight or to exercise,
that they are feeling a little hesitant
about starting something else. We'd
encourage people to try again. We've
found we've had success.

Vogelsong says the National Diabe-
tes Prevention Program that she coor-
dinates for the Foundation has all the
tools necessary to help keep pre-dia-
betics stay on track to good heath.

The Foundation will offer an infor-
mational meeting about the pro-
gram at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 16, at
the St. Mary Mercy Hospital Prufes—
sional Building, classroom 10 on the
fourth floor, 36475 Five Mile, Livo-
nia. The 16-week program will start at
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 23, with a group
of approximately 15-20 participants
meeting for an hour each week. After
the 16 sessmns they’ll meet monlhly
for support in a

1 »

Participants also must be over age

®

‘The Foundation promotes the pro-
gram in areas where residents are at
high risk for diabetes. In addition to
Livonia, it has offered the program in
Inkster and Chelsea. Vogelsong said
Livonia was included because it has a
significant number of senior citizens.

“One out of two seniors are at high
risk for developing diabetes,” she not-
ed. “You absolutely can do something
about it. That’s our message. We'd like
people to know there is something that
can help them lower their risk.”

Welght loss, healthy eating and exer-
cise all are components of the pro-
gram. Participants track of every-
thing they eat and drink for a lifestyle
coach who comments weekly on their
progress. They aim for 150 minutes of
physical activity per week, which at
the start of the program might include
brisk walkmg and housework.

“We nge people a list of all kinds
of activities. We encourage them to
work up to becoming more active and

healthy lifestyle.

The program is free, but participants
must qualify. They must be over-
weight and at a high risk for develop-
ing diabetes or overweight and diag-
nosed with pre-diabetes.

“The way people typically are diag-
nosed is through blood tests,” Vogel-
song said. “You can take the screening
assessment that we have on our web-
site, www.nkfm.org. The assessment
would in part qualify a person for the
program.

“There are other factors to look
at. That would be a body mass index
greater or equal to 24.”

their heart rate,” she said.
“We do a weekly weigh-in so that par-
ticipants are able to track their prog-
ress.

“Part of the program is knowing
where you are and setting goals for
where you want to go. It's a goal-ori-
ented program.”

In addition to lowering risk for type
2 diabetes, Vogelsong said the pro-
gram also can lower cholesterol, low-
er the risk for heart disease and lower
blood pressure.

To register or learn if you qualify,
call St. Mary Mercy Hospital at (734)
655-8950. For more information, visit
‘www.nkfm.org/ndpp.

By Julie Brown
Staff Witer

1In 1996, the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control identified diabetes as.
an epldem)c In 2012, some 28 mil-
lion people in the U.S. were dia-
betic, with those with tendencies
toward diabetes boosting the total
to 110 million.

The worldwide total is 350 mil-
lion, said Fern Vining, a registered
nurse and recent Beaumont Hos-
pital retiree who's a diabetes edu-
cator.

“The disease has been around for
thousands of years,” said Vining,
noting it wasn't until the mid-1980s
that the first major research study
was done. Diabetes is now linked to
such conditions as new blindness,
nontraumatic amputation, and kid-
ney failure often requiring dialy-
sis. It impacts the large blood ves-
sels, she said, which often leads to
heart attacks or strokes.

“That’s it, major lifestyle chang-
es,” Vining agreed with her recent
Plymouth A M. Rotary audience
at a breakfast meeting. That's why
she runs an Adult Diabetes Support
Group with help of the Plymouth
Lions. It meets 2-3:30 p.m. the sec-
ond Thursday of the month at the
Plymouth District Library, 223 8.
Main in downtown Plymouth.

Information on the support group
is available from Vining at (734)
454-0859.

“Glucose or sugar to your body is
like gasoline to your car,” said Vin-
ing, who doesn't believe diabetics
generally should never have carbo-
hydrates.

She's been in nursing years but
is still impressed with the human
body. “I still marvel today at what
this body can do. Medicine has not
cracked a lot of the secrets.” .

Diabetes educator/

nurse stresses meal
“management, weight
control as key factors

Diabetes was for years described
as Type 1, or juvenile onset, and
Type 2, adult but age lines are
blurrmg, she said. The majority
of children with diabetes are still

Type 1.

Young kids with diabetes are
adept with technology and pumps,
Vining said. “Insulin is still the saf-
est drug for people with diabetes.”

Insulin became commercially
available in the 1920s and dramat-
ically improved health and life for
diabetics, who previously had been
put on starvation diets.

Vining is encouraged by good
research on the horizon. She .
touched on gestational diabetes,
usually in the third trimester of
pregnancy. That tends to run in
families, and some of those women
will remain diabetic after delivery.

Vining emphasizes portion, con-
trol and frequency in meal plan-
ning. “That way, nobody feels like
they’re totally denied,” she said of
the diabetic who has a small slice
of birthday cake.

Signs that you may be diabetic
include excessive thirst and uri-
nation, along with hunger. Some
people get blurry vision or sores
that don’t heal. Vining cautioned
against buying expensive eye-
glasses before a diabetes vis-
it to the doctor, as your vision will
often improve with diabetes treat-
ment.

Meal management remains the.
No. 1 key to managing diabetes,
she told the Rotarians, along with
body weight. Vining also showed
them some new technology,
including a “fountain pen” style
of device for giving shots, as well
as a small meter for monitoring
blood sugar.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com
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Do you suffer from pelvic pain?

Do you need fo use the bathroom
more than eight fimes a day?.

Do you have unusually heavy periods?

x - one-third of U.s. women will have a
P pelvic health problem by age 60.
e These conditions become more
common with age. Pregnancy,
“ childbirth or being overweight

muscles that support

your pelvic organs.
Dr. Makela will

diagnosis and
freafment opfions.

W R by

Roma Banquets
32550 Cherry Hill Road
Garden City, Ml 48135

Featured Speaker,
Paul R. Makela, MD
Medical Director.
Gynecological
Robotic Surgery,

St. Mary Mercy Hospital

are not alone. Approximately

stretch and weaken .

-
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“I really need

a drink,

...is that a problem?”
Ask A Garden City Hospital Health Expert-

explains the risks

In Michigan alone, there are roughly 300 alcohol-
related fatalities every year. In recognition of Alcohol
Awareness Month, Psychologist, Published Author and
Garden City Hospital Health Expert, Dr. Phil 0’Dwyer,

with alcohol

Dr. 0'Dwyer
Psychologist

and touches on the treatment for alcoholism.

Q: Alcoholism has been an issue in our family. I am

worried about how this will affect my teenaged

>

>

children, who will surely be exposed to drinking soon, if not already.
Is alcoholism passed through genetics and how can I effectively
reach my children without coming across as “preachy”?

: Alcoholism tends to run in families, and genetic factors partially

explain this pattern. Researchers are curremly looking for the
genes that person’s

such as the i ot' fnends stress levels, and
the ease of obtaining alcohol, may also influence the development
of alcoholism. While a factor such as social support, may help to
protect even high-risk people from problems with alcohol.

Risk, however, is not destiny. A child of an alcoholic parent will not
automatically develop alcoholism. A person with no family history
of alcoholism can become alcohol dependent. It’s important to note
that, youths who use alcohol before age 15 are five times more
likely to become alcohol dependent than adults who begin drinking.
at age 21. Alcohol use in teens often leads to an increase in risky
sexual behavior, poor school performance and injury.

There are a number of great resources available to help you
properly educate your children. The most important thing is to
stay involved, be diligent and have an open path of communication.
Alcoholism is a chronic, often progressive disease that is treatable
with professional help and support.

Does treatment for alcoholism work?

In many cases, treatment for Alcoholism is effective. However,
a minority of alcoholics remain sober one year after treatment,
others have periods of sobriety alternating with relapses, whlle
some are unable to stop drinking for any length of time.

T for compare with those
of other chronic medical conditions. The longer one abstains from
alcohol, the more likely they are to remain sober. It is important
to rememher that many people relapse once or several times
before achieving long-term sobriety. Relapses are common and
do not mean a person has failed or cannot eventually recover
from alcoholism. If a relapse occurs, it is important to try again
and to get help. Eliminate as many drinking “triggers” from your
life as possible.

If you or a loved one is having a problem with alcohol dependency
or another addiction issue, make a confidential appointment

with Garden City

s Center for C: Please call

734.458.3395 or visit GCH.org for more information.
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Are you a good fit for a small company?

Robert Half

If you're job hunting, one
way to potentially increase
your chances of success is to
Lok for a position with a small
business. Many applicants fo-
cus their efforts on large com-
panies, because they either are
attracted to the idea of work-
ing for a household name or
believe these companies have
more openings. Yet pursuing
employment. opportunities
with smaller companies can be
awise move.

Before you begin sending
your résumé to every small em-
ployer with an opening, how-
ever, make sure you'd be a good
fit for the company. Small busi-
nesses often have very defined
corporate cultures, and work-
ing ata mom-and-pop shop can
be different than working at a
larger company..

The ideal candidates
for roles with small
businesses often have
these traits:

An entrepreneurial
mindset.

By definition, small and mid-
size companies have fewer peo-
ple to tackle projects, oversee
initiatives and move things
forward. As a result, employees
need to be,self-starters who
can work on their own and think
creatively about business solu-
tions.

The ability to
collaborate.

It's hard to get any job if you
aren't a team player, but in a
small business, your ability
to work and get along with col-
leagues is absolutely essential.

The most effective employees
can advance their ideas, but
not at the expense of working
relationships.

In addition, you should pos-
sess excellent listening skills
and an upbeat personality.
When you're working with the
same tight-knit group every
day, a negative attitude can
easily affect the entire team.

A willingness to do it
all

If you're a veteran of a large
employer, you're probably ac-
customed to having someone
in IT address your computer
issues and asking the depart-

ment's administrative assistant
to order more office supplies. At
a small company, however, you
may not be able to call upon
these same resources. Are you
comfortable attending to all
tasks, both large and small?
And are you willing to help oth-
ers who need a hand?

A focus on customer
service.

Every client counts for a
small business. You'll need
strong. interpersonal skills to
provide great service and en-
sure customer satisfaction. A
small company may not be a
place in which you'd thrive if

CONPANY GROWTH

you get annoyed by the small or
“irrational” demands of clients.

ily-type atmosphere that may
be hard to find elsewhere. If
you possess the right skills and
mindset, working for a small
business could be an excellent
career move.

A passion for the job.

Small employers seek em-
ployees: who dont merely
punch the clock. They want
people who showa trueinterest
in and commitment to the big-
ger picture and understand the
correlation between individual
effort and the company’s over-
allsuccess.

Robert Half International is the
world’s first and largest special-
ized staffing firm with a global
network of more than 350 offices
worldwide. For more informa-
tion about our professional ser-
vices, visit www.roberthalf.com.
For additional career advice,
view our career blaopers video
series at www.roberthalf.com/
bloopers orfollow us on Twitter
at www.twitter.com/roberthalf.

Working for a small business
offers many rewards, includ-
ing autonomy, the opportunity
to make large contributions, a
chance to assume significant
responsibility and often a fam-
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Advertising Feature

Acura launches all-new RDX as speartip of brand revival

Honda is trying to
address the woes of
its Acura brand with a
one-two punch: better
vehicles, and better
advertising. But so far
itisn't clear if either is
landing with the kind of
authority necessary for
Acura to close the sales and perception
gaps with U.S. luxury-market leaders in
those areas such as a renascent Lexus and
arising Audi.

By Dale Buss

Acura demonstrated its two-part strat-
egy during March Madness telecasts on
CBS with advertisements for the new
2014 RLX sedan, an important, all-new
nameplate taking the lead in an all-new
advertising campaign created by an all-
new agency relationship for the brand.

“We're refreshing the whole brand, and
started with entry-level vehicles last
year,” Gary Robinson, manager of Acura
advertising and brand, told me about the
2012 introductions of the ILX sedan and a
new version of the RDX crossover.

about a brand that remains sort of mushy
to most of them.

At first glance, Acura would seem to be
onaroll already. Sales in 2012 were up by
nearly 27 percent over 2011, to more than
156,000 vehicles, keeping the Honda-
owned marque ahead of both Audi and
Infiniti, which it considers the primary
competition for Acura.

But the truth is that the huge year-
over-year increase mostly reflected an
easy comparison with a disastrous 2011,
when deep supply woes resulted from
the tsunami and earthquake in Japan in
March and flooding in Thailand in the fall.
For 2013 through February, Acura sales
were up only by about 6 percent over a
year ago.

And what’s more, the condition of the
Acura brand might have been even worse.
Many Americans consider Toyotas and
Hondas, not Infinitis and Audis, to be
Acura’s true equivalents. At one point
last year, about 21 percent of people
who considered an Acura also looked at
a Toyota, while fewer than 13 percent of

people looking at an Audi also considered:

This year, its all about filling in the > "5 cording to Edmunds.com data.

prestige market, beginning with the RLX.
And a couple of months from now, a new

“We have these great, luxurious prod-

ucts, but there's
a gap between
the customer per-
ception of what
Acura is, and the
luxury that is in
our cars,” Mike Ac-
cavitti, American
Honda's CMO, told
Advertising Age.

Robinson  said
that ILX and the
new RDX were

meant to be just

a start to refreshing the Acura brand and
vehicle line, and that this year’s salvos —
the RLX and MDX introductions, and the
new adyertising campaign — will do some
heavier lifting.

And while the expressed point of the
first TV ads is that RLX is so luxurious,
it makes the owner forget about other
luxury goods — an emotional appeal —
the campaign is largely unfolding around
boasting about the product itself and
particular attributes: “Jewel Eye” LED
headlights, the next generation of the
Acuralink connected-car system, and
Acura’s proprietary Precision All-Wheel
Steer system.

MDX [crossover] comes out. With both of
them you're talking about price points in
the $40,000s and into the $50,000s and
all of our newest technology.”

Also, as it replaces the old RL model,
RLX s getting a boost from a new tag line
— “Luxury, taken to a whole new level” —
that is the first effort by its new agency,
Mullen, part of Interpublic Group. The:
idea is to get American upscale con-
sumers to take notice of Acura like they

Acura is counting on the new RLX sedan in the heart of the

Every major competitor to
RLX is a rear-wheel-drive sedan
or has available all-wheel drive,
which traditionally have been
associated with luxury perfor-
mance cars because of handling
characteristics that are gener-
ally perceived as superior to
front-wheel drive. But RLX is
going it alone in the sedan seg-
ment with front-wheel drive

A prorotype of the soon-to-be-launched new MDX.

was all-wheel drive.

Robinson noted the “inherent ben-
efit” of front-wheel drive such as lighter
weight and the ability to put together a
smaller exterior footprint with greater
interior space. “It’s roughly the same
exterior size even as [RL] was, and as its
mid-size competitors, but it has notice-
ably more interior space.”

And while Robinson conceded that
conventional wisdom in the upscale mar-
ket is suspicious of front-wheel drive, he
maintained that the new Acura Precision
All-Wheel Steering system allows RLX to!
“handle better in most situations than
rear- or all-wheel drive, and in extreme
situations as well as them.”

The handling-countermeasure system
allows the rear wheels to be pointed,
independently, up to 2 degrees of toe-
angle adjustment in either direction, for
4 degrees of articulation.

“So the wheels can turn together or
in different directions,” Robinson ex-
plained. “And if you're braking, both
wheels will turn a bit to create a wedge
and slow down in a stable way, or they'll

haven't before and even to get emotional  tuxury market. even though the RL it replaces turn together for cornering situations.”
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